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NEBO’S LONELY MOUNTAIN

(See Lesson for September 21st.)

4 g
By Nebo's lonely mountain, O lonely grave in Moab’s land! (/
On this side Jordan’s wave, O dark Beth-Peor’s hill! 3
In a vale in the land of Moab, Speak to these curious hearts of ours, 8
There lies a lonely grave. And teach them to be still. j#
And no man knows that sepulchre, God hath his mysteries of grace, f [
And no man saw it e'er, Ways that we cannot tell; h |
For the angels of God upturned the sod, He hides them deep, like the hidden sleep k
And laid the dead man there. . . . Of Him He loved so well. !
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WILLIAM D. GRANT, PH.D.

With an introductory Note by

PresiviNT Curnsert C. Hary, D.D,, LL,D,

HIS important and valuable work,
comprising some 1,100 pages,
and representing four years of

careful preparation, focusses into con-
venient compass the present and out-
lock of Christianity. The range of
subjects is world-wide; the names of
the contributors are a guarantee of ripe
scholarship and thorough familiarity
with the subject in hand. In range of
treatment, tolerance of spirit, concise-
ness of statement, and hopefulness of
outlook, the work is all that could be
desired, and fully justifies the editor in
guaranteeing the reward of a liberal
education in world-wide Christian con-
ditions and aetivities to those who read
it. It should be in the hands of every
mindster, educationist and Christian
worker.
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BY LLEWELLYN A, MORRISON,

(Luke 1, 14)

There ave brighter things before us
Than the brigliest we have known,
For our Father wil) restore us—
By the largeness of his throne—
Bvery silvery sunbeam shaded
In its passage from the sky,
Till we see, by faith unaided,
All his glory passing by, -

There are purer hearts in keeping
For the patient ones, who pray,
Than the purest penance, weeping,
Ever wrought in cumbered clay,--
For the holiness invested
In the soul-redeeming blood,
Hath all pureness manifested
Which the human hath in God,

There's a fairer morning breaking
For this weary world of ours,

Than the fairest morn awaking
O’er a summer-land of flowers;

Soon Emmanuel will banish
Evil, wrong, and sin away;

All the vice and crime will vanish
Ere that coming, perfect day

Oh, the sweetness of the resting,
When the turbulence is past !
Oh, the peace beyond molesting,
When his favors hold us fast !
Brighter ! Better ! Purer ! Fairer !
He hath said and it shall be,
Every sinner may be sharer
Unto all eternity,

Toronto, Can,
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Canada Honored.

GAIN Canada is honored by the
re-election to the highest position

in the Sunday School world of

our own Dr. Potts. He succeeded Dr.
John Hall on the death of that great and
good man, as Chairman of the Sunday
School Lesson Committee, and at the
Denver Convention he was re-appointed
to the same high office. He is now, we
believe, the Dean of the Committee—
the one who has served more years than
any other in the important work which
he performs—twenty-six years, we think.
No man is heard with greater deference
in its councils, no one speaks with more
commanding influence at the national
and international Sunday School assem-
blies. In the honor thus paid Dr. Potts,
honor is done our Dominion, which he
loves so well and has served so long.

Sunday School Statistics,

Pe—

\/ E have pleasure in presenting the
statistical report of our Sunday
Schools for the last year, and
comparative report for the quadrennium,
as compiled by the Rev, Dz. Cornish, the
painstaking and accurate statistician of
our church. Few persons can understand
the amount of labor involved in tabulat-
ing in a siugle page the multifarious sta-
tistics of our church as Dr. Cornish for
many years has done,

It will be observed that in almost every
respect there is marked progress during
the year and during the quadrennium,
though not to as great an extent as we
could desire, The increase of eighty
schools does not quite keep pace with
the increase of ninety-four preaching ap-
pointments,  There are a good many
union schools in which our church lends
important aid which are not included in
this increase. Neither is the increase in
scholars what we would desire, although
other denominations report a decided
increase.

The slight decrease in the missionary
givings of the schools may perhaps be ex-
nlained by the generous givings of our
Fpworth Leagues, in which many of the
schelars are enrolled, which amounted
last year to $24,668, and during the quad-
rennium, we believe, to abont $70,000.
This is almost entirely a new feature
in the missionary efforts of our young
people. It is very significant that during
the past quadrennium over half a million
of dollars have been raised for school pur-
poses. This does not sound much like
the decreased interest in this agency of
the church such as Mr. Bok announced a
few years ago.

Another encouraging feature is that the
last year has been the best year of the
quadrennium, indicating marked advances
in almost every respect. The marked in-
crease in our periodical literature is also
very gratifying as well as the increase
of 490 which are being kept open the
whole year. The increase in member-
ship for the year is 2,733, for the quad-
rennium 11,358, since the union of 1883
122,092. This is cause for profound
gratitude to God, but it is not cause for
complacent and idle satisfaction. Tt is
merely arn incentive by God’s grace to ac-
complish greater things than these.
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The Epworth League Secretary’s
Report.

D URING the first few years of its his-
tory, the Epworth League grew
with amazing rapidity, many

young people coming into its ranks
without any ciear idea of the obligations
involved, Asg might have been expected,
there has come some reaction, with con-
sequent decrease of membership.

The novelty and glamor of the early
days has worn off ; the abnormal has
passed away, and a normal conditio ,
of affairs has come, While there has
Leen some lessening of the numbers, the
working force of the Epworth League was
never so great as it is to-day. As
Gideon's army was reduced in size and
correspondingly increased in efficiency, so
it would seem that the testing period of
the past four years has made our Young
Peoples’ Societies more serious, more en-
ergetic and more successful in doing the
real work for which they were brought
into existence,

THE TESTIMONV OF PASTORS

coming from all parts of the work is a-
most unanimously to the effect that Lhe
Epworth League has been a great help to
them in their work, and not a little to
the spiritual life of the church., It has
frequently been stated that the organiza-
tion of our Young People’s Societies has
resulted in a line of cleavage between the
young and old. The facts do not seem
to warrant this conclusion. Most of the
pastors who have reported state that as
large a proportion of young people, and
In many cases much larger, attend the
Wweekly church prayer meetings and class
eetings, as the senior members,

It has been sbjected that the activities
of the League are largely within its own
circle, and do not benefit the church,
This is not altogether true, but even if it
Wwere, it would not be a
thing, for inasmuch as the League is a
part of the Church, when it helps its own
members it helps the church, Naturally,
much of the work is done by young peo-
Dle for young people,

THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOUR DEPARTMENT

Is regarded as the essentlal feature of
League organization, and is kept well to
the front, In almost every society much
more attention is paid to the distinctively

BANNER, iii

REV. DR. POTTS.

spiritual services than to any other fea-
ture, The literary and social elements
have not overshadowed or displaced the
Wwork of this important department. Our
young people have conducted cottage
brayer-meetings and out-door evangelistic
services. They have proved themselves
most efficient helpers in revival efforts,
and by their means much personal work
has been done, The Forward Movement
in Bible Study and Evangelistic ‘Work
has been continued with most satisfactory
results. This year the Epistles of James
and 1st and 2nd Peter have been chosen
for Bible study, and the second Sunday
in October set apart as Young People’s
Day, to be followed by a week of special
services. The thirteenth anniversary of
the Epworth League will be celebrated
at the same time, for which a programme
has been prepared by the General Secre-

THE MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT,

One of the most striking developments
in the Epworth League during the past
four years has been the interest and en-
thusiasm aroused on behalf of missions,
largely due to the introduction of the
Young People’s Forward Movement for
Missions, The leading features of this
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movement may be expressed by its three
motto words, “ Pray, Study, Give,” which
N have certainly been placed in proper
i, order., If we pray and study concerning
the awful needs of the non-Christian
world, we shall find ourselves naturally
impelled to give. The movement has
been eminently sane and intelligent, and
great emphasis has been placed upon the
_dissemination of imformation. Mission-

ary libraries have been placed in many
Leagues, and misslonary literature has
been widely circulated. In almost every
Young People’s Society the “ Two cent
per week” plan of giving has been in-
troduced, with gratifying results, In
some places every member is contribut-
ing in this way. The amounts given by
our Young People’s Societies for missions
have shown a gradual increase year by
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@hose members average six cents per week.
Ut has been noticed that the societies
which do most for missions are usunally
the ones that are most prosperous in
other respects. Nothing tends so much
to impart life and energy to an organiza-
tion like ours as the cultivation of tho
missionary spirit.

THE LITERARY DEPARTMENT.

The Epworth League aims at the conse-
cration of the whole man, body, mind,
and soul, Its third department has for
its object the culture and development of
the mind, and one of its most important
features is a regular course of reading.
We believe that intellectual development
is not at all antagonistic to spiritual
growth, but rather contributes to it, as
zeal and knowledge, culture and Christ-
likeness should always go hand in hand.
The pioneers of Methodism used to carry
good books in their saddle bags. Our
methods of circulation differ somewhat
from theirs, but the church still recog-
nizes the importance of giving the people
healthy and inspiring literature,

The Epworth League Reading Course
began in the year 1895, with the selection
of four books, specially suitable to young
folks, bound uniformly, and sold at about
half of the usual price. Its success was
assured from the very first. During the
past seven years 45,680 volumes have been
circulated among the young people of
Canadian Methodism, They have in-
cluded such books as “ Stalker’s Life of
Christ,” * Torchbearers of Christendom,”
“Life and Conduct,” “ Social Law of Ser-
vice,” *“ Makers of Methodism,” “ The New
Citizenship,” “Making a Life.,” The
unanimous opinion of pastors is that the
Reading Course has been a source of great
inspiration and blessing.

During the past year, the number of
books has been reduced from four to
three, and the price correspondingly de-
creased, which has resulted in a revival
of interest. The motto of the Course
is “ Better than Ever,” and the purpose
is to make each year’s selection of books
better and more attractive than the last.

THE SOCIAL DEPARTMENT,

Much has been accomplished by the
Bocial Department of the Epworth League.
It has sought to develop a practical form
«of Christianity in welcoming strangers,
visiting them in their homes, and inter-
esting them in the church. The Floral
Committee by its distribution of flowers

has cheered the hearts of many sick and
discouraged ones, Services have been
held for the old people in inany places,
whare a number of ag :d saints have en-
joyed the privilege of attending church
;h;-}c:ugh the kind attentions of the young
olks.

SUMMER SCHOOLS,

We are gratified at the success which
has attended the summer schools held at
Toronto, and Killarney, Man., for the
study of the Bible and Missions, and
would strongly recommend their con-
tinuance, and the organization of similar
schools at other points,

THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

does for the boys and girls what the Ep-
worth League is expected to do for the
young men and women, It is in no
sense a rival to the Sunday School, but
rather the complement of it. The motto
of the school is “ Teach.” The motto
of the League is “ Train.”

The Junior League is intended to put
into practice the knowledge gained in the
Sunday School. The best way to keep
the ranks of the Epworth League re-
plenished is to conduct a live Junior
League.

THE CONVENTIONS,

Our Epworth League Conventions dur-
ing the past four years have been ex-
ceedingly practical and helpful, and show
no signs of slackening interest. At San
Francisco, last summer, the International
League Convention touched high water
mark in attend and enthusi and
the London Conference Convention held
in London last March was the largest
and most successful Conference gathering
ever held in Canada. The district or-
ganizations have, however, been the most
valuable part of our machinery, and the
interest in them has been well sustained.

THE LEAGUE PAPER.

The last General Conference authorized
the publication of a monthly paper in the
interest of Epworth League work. The
Canadian Epworth Era has been well re-
celved by the young people, and has
steadily grown in circulation. Ac-
cording to the statement presented at the
last meeting of the Book and Publishing
Committee, there are now 5,165 regular
readers, an increase of 434 during the past
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STATISTICS,

According to the latest figures avail-
able the numerical strength of the League
is as follows :

No. Member-

ship.

Epworth Leagues ...... 783 28,985
Epworth Leagues of

Christian Endeavor, .. 675 27,955
Other Young People’s

Societies ,............ 71 2,331

Junior Societies ........ 296 11,817

TOUML . oonovonoennns 1,825 70,988

Contributed for the General Epworth
League Fund :

1899 ......... ..$1,282 43
1000 ... . 1,219 21
1 R S O 1,366 06
Total ...............$8,867 70

OFFICE AND FIELD \\'lIKI\’

During the past eight years a Central
Bureau of Information has been main-
tained in Wesley Buildings, Toronto. A
large amount of literature has been cir-
culated with the object of increasing the
efficiency of the Epworth Leagues and
Sunday Schools, and the various enter-
prises of the department have been
pushed. In addition to carrying on a
very large correspondence, and editing
The Canadian Epworth Era, the General
Secretary has attended anniversaries and
conventions in various parts of the coun-
try, and as far as time permitted has con-
ducted Institutes and Round Table Con-
ferences and delivered addresses on Sun-
day School work, During the past four
years he has dellvered 752 public ad-
dresses and sermons, and has travelled
57,115 miles in the interests of the work.

B. F. Jacobs, Sunday School
Expansionist.

BY JOHN POTTS, D.D.,
Chairman of the International Lesson Committee,

—

F. JACOBS, one of the foremost

o Sunday School workers on earth,
died in Chicago on Monday, the

23rd of June, at half-past four o’clock in
the afternoon. Four hours before his
death he said to his intimate friend and
co-worker, Dr. George W, Bailey, of Phila-

delpbia, who is treasurer of the Interna-
tional Sunday School Convention, and who
Was on his way to Denver, “ Men die, but
Jesus Christ lives, and the work goes on.”

The death of Mr, Jacobs will bu felt as
a personal bereavement throughout the
entire Sunday Schoo] world, As chair-
man of the International Executive Com-
mittee, member of the International Les-
son Committee since its formation thirty
years ago, former president of the World’s
Convention, and ever a master mind and
leading spirit in Sunday School affairs,
it is safe to say that he was at the time -
of his death the best-known Sunday
School leader in the world. For years
past, the death of this great and good
man has been an event to which th
writer has looked forward with a feeli
akin to dread, because it seemed as if
Were necessary to the vast internati al
and almost world-wide organizatic

When we met in the World’s en-
tion in London a few years ajpo, and
learned that Mr, Jacobs could not be
there, there was a keen sense of loss.
The convention cabled its deep regret and
Sympathy to our dear friend. Yet the
Lord, who gave so great a gift to his
church in the person of B. F. Jacobs, has
unmeasurable resources at his command.
We must pray that the right man or men
may be forthcoming,

It is quite too soon after Mr, Jacobs’
rewoval by death to do anything like jus-
tice to his character and career; but as a
member with him of the Lesson Commit-
tee for twenty-four years, and now its
senior member and chairman, I may be
permitted to voice the estimate of the
Committee, and especially my own high
estimate of one whom I revered and loved
and highly honored for his works’' sake,
Before the date of my connection with
the Lesson Committee, I knew of him as
an enthusiastic Sunday School leader.
His visit to Sunday School conventions in
Canada were seasons of great blessing to
all who heard his addresses and came in-
to personal contact with him.,

Mr, Jacobs was a born organizer and
leader of men, Even with such men as
Dr. John A. Broadus and Dr. John Hall
on the Lesson Committee he took no sec-
ond place. He was strong willed, some-
times a little dogmatic, but one of the
most lovable of men. His service as a
member of the Lesson Committee was
simply invaluable. He was the guardian
angel of the little ones as to the selection
of a proper golden text. Often did he
arrest the attention of the Committeq
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by saying of a text likely to be chosen,
“That would be a good text for doctors
of divinity to preach from, but what
would the dear little children do with it
or get out of it ?” He would then start
us afresh in quest of a text that would
be adapted to the little lambs of Christ’s
flock, and more in harmony with the
lesson. Many will remember the scene
at the Pittsburg International Convention,
when feeling ran high, and consequences
might have been regretable, if what took
place had not taken place. Frances E.
Willard, that “elect lady” of precious
memory who attended the convention as
the able representative of the Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union, and B. F.
Jacobs, met on the platform, and then,
before an immense audience, came to
terms as to the introduction of temper-
ance lessons in the uniform lesson.

As we think of the man of God whose
face we shall see no more in our com-
mittees and conventions, we may well ask
the question, What was the secret of his
power, and why did he hold to his dying
day such a freely conceded leadership,
whether in county, state, provincial, in-
ternational, or world’s convention ? A
deeply religious man who evinced the
spirit of a beautiful Christian disciple-
ship, he lived in the blessed communion
with his Lord and Master. He was an
utterly unselfish man; he was a great stu-
dent of the Scriptures, having beyond
most teachers an insight into the mean-
ing of the word; moreover, he had what
few men have, the genius of masterful
leadership.

Mr. Jacobs was one of a great trio of
soul-winners in the State of Illinois. I
refer to Dwight L. Moody, William Rey-
nolds, and B. F. Jacobs. In the Civil
War and afterwards they labored much
in the Lord, and won many souls for
Christ. They are now together with
many others of kindred spirit. Here they
were in Christ and for Christ, and now
they are with Christ in glory everlasting,
As Sunday School workers and friends
read this sincere but unworthy tribute to
the memory of B. F. Jacobs, let each
thank God for the eminent services which
he, by the grace of God and by a life of
intelligent consecration rendered to the
work of teaching and winning the chil-
dren and youths for Christ and his
church, Let it not end with devout
thanksgiving, but let us all pray that the
chief Shepherd may raise up leaders of
the under shepherds in the glorious work
of saving the children and young people,

If we could hear the voice of B. F. Jacobs
as of old now, he would urge us as with
seraphs’ zeal to work, as never before, in
that department of loving service to
which he, with such pre-eminence de-
voted his life—S8. S. Times,

Lessons from the International
Convention,

(From the Sunday School Times.)

¢¢ A DVANCED teaching, not advanced
lessons,” was the clarion call
that went up from the delegate-
representatives of over twenty million
Sunday School workers assembled at Den-
ver in the Tenth International Sunday
School Convention. “I wish I could
believe that the exodus at a certain age
from the Sunday School is because the
lessons are not difficult enough,” was the
canny comment of the Chairman of the
Lesson Committee. This was after he
and the convention had listened to able
and various suggestions as to the lesson
situation and its needs, including the oft-
heard claim that young people are leav-
ing the Sunday School because the les-
sons are not up to their advanced stand-
ards. But, as was forcefully stated by
the editorial head of one of the largest
denominations in this country, “If it's
hard work they want, we can give them
such work on the uniform lessons as will
make their heads ache.” Professor
Sanders’ “ Senior Bible Class” studies,
following the International Lessons, as
they have been conducted by him in The
Sunday School Times for the past five
years, have shown the limitless possibili-
ties of an advanced, consecutive, well-
rounded study of the Scriptures by com-
pleted periods, without any need of aban-
doning the uniform-lesson plan, and com-
prehensive and “ difficult ” enough to suit
the most fastidious. The success of the
Sanders plan of study, as proven by the
thousands of alert, bright-minded young
people and adults in all parts of the coun-
try following his work, has been a signi-
ficant factor in determining the future
possibilities of the uniform-lesson plan.
And so the mature, thoughtful convic-
tion of the Sunday School workers of the
world, as expressed at Denver, is that the
positive gain and the yet unsounded pos-
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sibilities of the Uniform Lesson System
are such as to imperatively demand its
continuance for the Present, A Begin-
ners’ Course, for the little ones who are
unable to read, is a thing by itself, It
is intended for thoge younger than the
primary age, and the marked success of
the one year’s course of lessons issued by
the International Lesson Committee last
December, and carefully tested by many
classes during the first six months of this
year, would seem to settle any doubt as
to the wisdom of providing such a course,
The largest gathering of primary teachers
ever assembled made an urgent request
of the Internationa] Convention that a
two years’ Beginners’ Course be provided,
replacing the one year's course now stand-
ing, and this request was heartily granted.
The Lesson Committee, before leaving
Denver, took steps to issue a new two
years’ Beginners’ Course next spring or
summer, looking toward its actual use at
the beginning of the year 1904,

The spirit of the Denver Convention was
in no sense a self-satisfied spirit, There
Wwas no air of complacency there, no in-
dication that any one felt that Sunday
School work had * arrived.”
a restless, eager, noble discontent with
Present attainmenis, ang noticeable de-
termination to go on to yet unreached
The pressing need of better teach-
ing, graded teaching, advanced teaching
—call it what you will—was ever present,
and urged by radicals and conservatives
alike, Superintendents and teachers went
home fired with a new zeal to exalt the
teaching work of the church as it has
never yet been exalted. Teacher-training
as a distinct, organized form of Sunday
School work has come into vigorous ex-
istence, and the beginning is only yet
seen.  Given an army of trained Sunday
School teachers, systematically studying
the child and the Bible, and the question
of what lessons are needed, and how they
shall be chosen, will solve itself with sur-
prising ease. The ideal lesson system is
not going to work a revolution in the
Sunday School, The ideal teaching force
alone will solve all questions and clear
the path of all difficulties,

While the Uniform Lesson System was
stanchly adhered to as offering far greater
Possibilities for Sunday School progress
than any other system suggested and dig-
cussed, here again there was no thought
that there is not room for steady im-
Provement in the choice and plan of the
uniform-lesson selections. A comparison
of the later series of lessons with the
earlier series shows how the later Lesson

Committees profited by and improved up-
on the work of their Dredecessors, Tg
the Sixth Lesson Committee the Sunday
School worlq confidently looks for the
same substantial progress as that which
characterized the Fifth. The great
achievement for which the Fifth Commit-
tee will go down into history, and which
did more to silence adverse criticism than
any other one act of any committee, was
the offering of the eighteen months’ study
of the life of Christ from the Four Gos-
pels.  There wag historical continuity,
completeness, scholarliness, biographical
interest, adaptability, There was no
scrappiness, dlsjolntednesa, nor sacrifice
of history to homiletics, History and
homiletics were both there in full mea-
sure,

The Denver Convention wil 80 on re-
cord as silencing for all time the baseless
attacks of unknowing ones concerning the
International Convention’s attitude to-
ward temperance, Every man, woman,
and child in the great audience hall
thrilled with responsive enthusiasm as
Dr. John Potts, Chairman of the Lesson
Committee, thundered forth his denuncia-
tion of the unfair assaults upon the Com-
mittee.  “The grandest temperance or-
ganization on the top of the earth is the
Sunday School, ang the activities con-
nected with the Sunday School, , , .
Every Sunday School in the world is true
to the principles of temperance and total
abstinence.”  The roar of applause that
burst from the convention will be heard
Even if at some future

lnterrupting quarterly temperance les-
Sons than with them, no man can ever
again question the motives or the convie-
tions of the organized Sunday School
workers of this continent as to temper-
ance. For the present, as reported last
week in these columns, the quarterly tem-
perance lessons are continued unchanged,

Finances and statistics are good indica-
tions of gain or loss, In these two mat-
ters the Denver Convention was keep-
ing with itself, The statistics of the
past three years will surprise some
gloomy critics of the Sunday School.
While they have not yet been finally cor-
rected, they may be relied upon as under,
rather than over, the truth.  For the
United States alone they show, in round
numbers, an increase, since 1899, of 410,-
000 in total enrolment, of 134,000 scholars,
of 15,000 teachers, and of 2,200 schools,
When it is remembered that these figures
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all stand for increases during a period
When there has been considerable talk
about decline in Sunday School member-
ship, the significance of the facts is strik-
ing. And in keeping with this spirit of
growth and larger things, the amount of
money pledged at Denver for carrying on
the world-wide activities of the Interna-
tional organization was larger by about
seven thousand dollars than that pledged
at any previous convention,

—_——

“Timothy Stand-by” at Denver.

DEAR SISTER MANDY : The grate

Internashunal Sunday Skool Con-

venshun has ajurned, and I'm a-

feelin’ rite smart of that lonely feelin’

what allers kums on after the revival
meetin’s in Brush Fork has broke up.

Marthy and me wuz the first ones at
Trinity Church door at the openin' even-
in’ meetin’, and afore we could look
around there wuz a hundred more dele-
gashuns a-pushin’ and a-squeezin’ up the
stairs tryin’ to get in. The bildin’ wuz-
zent opin yet, but the crowd didn't care
fer the squeezin’, fer they wuz all smilin’
and happy. Just to keep up the spirits
of the crowd one of the delegashuns
startid the familyer hym, “ There'ss a
stranger at the door; let him in.” Marthy
Wuz shocked, but the feller what startid
the hym didn’t mean nuthin’ wrong. He
didn’t think fer a minnit how the hym
fit the ockashun, fer he wuz as seerius as
if he wuz in a prayer-meetin’, but it wuz
amusin’ to most of the crowd, so they
all jined in the chc~us, “Let him in.”
The sexton must L..e herd the singin’
and seen the pint, for .2 opined the door
and we skrambled into our seets.

The Convenshun wuz in fer a two-hour
red-hot debate on “ How could the In-
ternashunal Lesson Sistim be Improved?”
There wuz no time lost in gittin’ startid.
Mr. Belsey frum England sed the peeple
of Greaf Britain wuz agin havin’ the Sis-
tim docktered. It' wuz good enuff fer
them just as it s, He wuz in favor of
“one language, one Book, one lesson,”

Dr. Blackall wantid everything gradid.
He wantid gradid lessons, gradid texts,
and gradid scriptur, a * bread-and-milk”
korse fer the beginners, and a “ hickery
nut " korse fer the seenyers,

Dr. Schauffler sed the best way to im-
prove the Lesson Sistem wus to “Go Right

on Working with it just as we had done,
then it would grow.”

Dr. Hazard wuz in faver of an advance
korse. He sed that with an advance
korse the young men what had got out
of the Sunday Skool would come flockin’
back agin, and perhaps them what wuz
thinkin' of passin’ in their resignashuns,
and pullin’ out, would hold on a little
longer,

Dr Hamill sed that the way to im-
prove the Sunday Skool lessons wuz not
by tryin’ to grade Scriptur, but by grad-
in’ the teechin’. He sed the Scriptur
didn’t need any gradin’. If the Lord
wantid it gradid it would have bin
labilled and put up in packages ackordin’
to age, The gradin’ must be done by the
teecher, We didn’t need gradid lessons,
but we did need gradid teechers.

At last Dr. Potts riz and perseeded to
sum up the evidence, just like as if he
Wuz a lawyer down to Jeriko Kort House,
He wished he could beleeve that so menny
young men had left the Sunday Skool be-
caws the lessons wuzzent hard enuff, He
wished he could beleeve that establishin’
speshul lessons fer the seenyers would
bring all the strayin’ young men back
agin. He wuz in faver of one lesson fer
every buddy. But if the Lesson Com-
mittee wuz to be instrucktid to prepare
a speshul korse fer beginners, and one
fer the seenyers, he wuz in faver of havin’
them marked “ opshunal,” and not havin’
them brandid * Internashunal.”

When Dr. Hamill and Dr. Potts wuz
done, I felt in my bones, and knowed
'way down in my sole, that the Lesson
Sistim wuz safe. On Monday the Con-
venshun took in the * Beginner's Korse "
on probashun, but it wouldn’t have noth-
in’ to do with the “ Advance Korse.”

Mandy, I can’t close this letter without
referrin’ to the Quarterly Temprance
Lessons. I ’spose you'll be expecktin’
me to tell you about the great speeches
What wuz made in the Convenshun in
faver of retainin’ the temprance lesson
—but I can’t do that, fer they wuzzent
made; and how lots of brave men and
Women skalped the Lesson Committee fer
bein’ agin the quarterly temprance les-
son—but I can’t, fer it wuz all a mis-
take ; and how the temprance people pre-
sentld a big pertishun of more than a
hundred thousand names protestin’ agin
the doin’ away with the quarterly temp-
ance lesson—but I can’t, fer it wuzzent
presentid.

I ’spose every one of them things would
have happined if Dr. Potts haddent -aade
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a two-minnit speech early in the Con-
venshun,  After the Lesson Committee
had made its report, Dr, Potts, the Chair-
man of the Committee, riz and told how
surprized he wuz when a nameless paper
announced to the world that there wuz a
movement in the Lesson Committee to
do away with the quarterly temprance
lesson. He told how he had attendid
every meetin’ of the Committee and
never had there bin spoke a single wurd
lookin' toward doin’ away with the quar-
terly temprance lesson. (Then the Con-
venshun cheered.) He backed up these
satisfyin’ remarks by sayin’ that the les-
son for 1903-04 and ‘05 were already
selectid, with four quarterly temprance
lesson fer each year; and then very
ernest-like, he sed, “ If there had bin any
grounds fer the rumer, the moral indig-
nashun of the temprance wurld would
have bin justified !”

Oh, Mandy, that speech was grate! It
killed a lot of red-hot speeches what wuz
Jjust a-waitin’ fer a chance to be trotted
out.  Of korse, the new Lesson Commit-
tee wuz give instruckshuns as usual to
keep on with the Quarterly Temprance
Lessons; just as they wood have bin if
there haddent bin such a-stirrin’ up of
the peeple on a false alarm.—S, 8. Times.

Sunday School Rally Day,

BY REV. A. O. CREWS,

During the summer months, in many
places, the Sunday School ranks become
more or less depleted and scattered, no
matter how faithful and earnest the
teachers may be. Rally Day is intended
to bring together the forces of the school,
and thus obtain a good start for the year's
work. It is not so much an open meet-
ing of the school as an effort to get the
different classes together in their full
strength, and pre-supposes much pre-
paration on the part of the teachers, It
should be the ambition of every teacher
to have a perfect class on Rally Day, that
is, a class with every member present,

By resolution of the General Sunday
School Board, the last Sunday in Septem-
ber has been set apart as Rally Day for
all our schools. It is an appropriate
date, as it happens to be Review Sunday,

and therefore there is no interference
Wwith the lessons,

A programme has been prepared for
this day, consisting of hymns, responsive

readings, etc, Last year this official
brogramme was widely used in Methodist
schools, and it is hoped that many more
will get it this year, In order that it
may have a large circulation, our Meth-
odist Book Room is printing and sending
it out at cost price. (See advertisement
on another page of this issue.)

Attention is called to the fact that the
General Board has set apart “ Rally Day "
as the time for taking up the annual col-
lection for the Sunday School Aid and
Extension Fund, Owing to the wonder-
ful development of our Canadian North-
West, and the need for many new Sunday
Schools in mission districts, the demands
upon the fund have been unusually heavy,
A specially large contribution is there-
fore asked from each school this year,

—

HE striking report of Secretary
Crews on the Epworth League,
which we print herewith, shows

what a marked actlvity characterizes the
young people’s organizations of our
church, We commend this heartening
report to any who have doubts of the
permanence and success of the League,
One of the most striking features of this
report is the immense amount of fleld
work as well as office work accomplished
by the indefatigable secretary, To have
travelled 57,000 miles (more than twice

His editorial work and corres-
vondence has to be done while he is on
the wing, or, in the bauses of travel, at
home. We commend him to the hearty
co-operation of car young people’s socie-
ties and Sundar Schools everywhere,

The excellent article on “How to Man-
age and Teach a Girl's Class,” in the July
Banner was by mistake attributed to Mr.
George B. Kirk, This was an error, It
should have been attrtbuted to Mrs,
George B. Kirk, We make our apologies
to the lady. 1In the poem quoted in
the same article, “ worlds ” on page vii.
should have been “ words,”

Our own Dr. Potts, who has served on
the Sunday School Lesson Committee

since 1878, and is now its senior member,
was re-ele~ted as chairman of the com-
mittee.—Guardian,
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Preparing for a Successful Rally Day.

BY EDWARD F, SHEFFEY.

’l‘HE reunion of a great army is a

thrilling spectacle. Men go many

miles to witness such a scene. It

speaks of courage and patriotism; it be-
gets and fosters heroism.

Throughout the modern Sunday School
world the leaders are now planning for a
grand rally of their forces. Those who
wield the “ Sword of the Spirit, which is
the Word of God,” are anxious for a
lining-up of their hosts after the tem-
porary derioralization incident to the
heated term.

A Methodist Sunday School in Lynch-
burg, Virginia, employs Rally Day to se-
cure the prompt and, as far as possible,
simultaneous, return of absentees, to in-
fuse new life and energy into the entire
school, and to gather in those who have
hitherto declined to become members.
That such services are appreciated is evi-
denced by a larger attendance on these
than on any other sessions of the school,

Usually the annual excursion is the first
step of preparation. This is conducted
during the week preceding the opening of
the public schools, Points of historic in-
terest or notable natural beauty are
selected. One year the world-renowned
Natural Bridg: was the objective point.
Then the far-famed Luray Caverns, and
in 1899 about eight hundred members of
the school and their friends went on two
special trains, made up of twenty-two
coaches, etc., to Niagara Falls, distant
from Lynchburg seven hundred and
thirty-six miles. No charge is ever made
members for transportation, and the
utmost harmony, good feeling, and order
always prevail,

Returning from Luray and Niagara,
neatly printed souvenirs were distributed
to all passengers, special mention being
made of the Rally-Day services soon to
be held; and from that.time all looked
forward with eager anticipation to this
“red-letter ” day in'the calendar of the
school.

Attractively printed invitation cards or
folders have also been used. One of
these was illustrated with a half-tone pie-
ture of a lovely little member of the
primary department. On the front of a
four-page folder was printed the an-
nouncement,

The second page contained the names

of committees on programme, musie, de-
coration, and invitations. The third page
presented the programme, embracing six
five-minute talks on the Sunday School
and its relation to the home, business,
law and order, education, interdenomina-
tional Christian work, and other depart-
ments of church work.

Another programme embodied a prac-
tical talk on “ Some of the needs of our
Sunday School,” the speaker dwelling par-
ticularly on the need of a new church and
Sunday School building, expressing the
belief that “a Sunday School that can
take its members to Niagara Falls free
can do anything it really desires to do.”
Another feature of these services was the
recitation, by members of the several de-
partments, of verses written by members
of the school. The following, composed
by Miss Cornelia W. Brown, superintend-
ent of the primary department, will be
used at our next service :

RALLY DAY VERSES
Cradle Roll :

My name is on the Cradle Roll
And I am mamma’s pet.

I want to come to Sunday School,
But mamma says “ Not yet.”

Primary Department :

The primary children are rallying here
In the place where they all love to be,

I know it is right, for the Saviour has said,
‘“Let the little ones come unto me.”

Junior Department :
I pledge the junior boys and girls
To make a valiant stand.
We promise not to lag behind,
But work with heart and hand.

Intermediate Department :

Intermediate classes, by people 'tis said,
Belong to the butterfly age;

But we promise to do the best that we can
To pass through the dangerous stage,
And to battle with sin without and

within,
Our leader is Christ, and we surely shall
win,

Senior Department :

Welcome, welcome, Rally Day,
Bringing back the dear old way.
See, our scattered people come,
Gladly singing “ Harvest Home,”
We will strive with purpose true
Faithful work for Christ to do.

—8. 8. Times.
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Work.

BY ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING.

_—

What are we set on earth for ? Say, to

toil;

Nor seek to leave thy tending of the
vines

For all the heat o' the day, till it de-
clines,

And death’s mild curfew shall from work
assoil.

God did anoint thee with his odorous oil,

To wrestle, not to reign; and he assigns

All thy tears over, like pure crystal lines,

For younger fellow-workers of the soil

To wear for amulets. So others shall

Take patience, labor, to their heart and
hand,

From thy hand and thy heart and thy
brave cheer,

And God’s grace fructify through thee to
all

The leas't flower, with a brimming cup,
may stand
And share its dewdrop with another near.

—

How to Conduct a Review.

A. S, DWIGHT,

The average Sabbath School teacher
probably dreads Review Sunday, despair-
ing of presenting the lessons of a whole
quarter in a half hour in any such man-
ner as will make a vivid and definite im-
bression on the minds of the scholars,
Some may have given up entirely the idea
of reviewing, others take Review Sunday
for the discussion of an * extra” topic,
Such as temperance or some social theme;
and others, still, on that day bolt the les-
Son entirely, and turn the half-hour exer-
cise into a rambling talk on all sorts of
subjects (more likely to be little than
big), interspersed with stories more in-
teresting than edifying.

Nevertheless we believe in reviewing
All life, in one sense, is a reviewing—of
bast achievements and failures alike, in
order to better success in the future, A

review is a “vyiew again.” It is worth
While to look at some things a second

BY REV, ¢,

time, or even a third time. A review is
also a grouping, It should mean the
gathering together or classifying under
appropriate heads of the many details
Which have in past weeks been before
the mind. Furthermore, to review the
facts acquired during a course of study
is to see them in their proper relations
and proportions, the relatively less im-
portant matters retiring to the back-
ground, while the essential or structural
teachings emerge into clear prospect, A
review thus gives perspective,

But what is the proper method for a
review ?  There is no one proper, ex-
clusive method, The ways of reviewing
are many, t00 numerous to be discussed
at length here, and the method that suc-
ceeds at one time or with certain minds
may not be adapted to altered conditions,
There is the strictly chronological method,
where the mind dwells successively on
important events, and runs past others
that have previously been considered in
detail during the quarter, a good deal as
a train now running express omits call-
ing at stations before stopped at when it
was a “way.,” This chronological order
is the readiest, and sometimes the least
rich in results, The topical method
Seems most philosophical. It ig natural
to look for some co-ordinating principle
in the lessons that have been studied, and
useful also for purposes of practical im-
bression to thread their diverse teachings
on a few main lines of thought. Dates
are, after all, of not so much consequence
as doctrines,

The topical method, however, may be
overdone. In some instances, instead of

as though it were a peg, the various togics
of the quarter—a kind of treatment often
more ingenious than instructive—it might
be better to look at each lesson in turn
as it is related to God the Father, or to
the personal Christ, As we look into the
New Testament we find that the “ central
truth” is the centra] Teacher—Christ,
When, therefors, we view (and review)
Scripture as its heterogeneous parts are
related to the person and work of Jesus,
We arrive at a unity both logical and vital,

This biographical method of review,
primarily applied to the character of
Christ, is in a secondary sense appropriate
as relates to the human personages of
Scripture. Where one character, as Peter,
stands out more conspicuously than others
in the lessons of the quarter, a fresh in-
terest may be lent to the review by noting,
by successive illustrations, the develop-
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ment of his Christward faith and love.
On some occasions all these methods may
be combined, effort being made in any
case to avoid the two extremes of obscure
condensation or bewildering detail,

One thing at any rate is certain, and
that is that no review will be a success
on which the teacher does not expend
much time, thought and prayer. The
review exercise is really the most difficult,
and it may be the most rewarding of all.
The scholars may be trained to assist in
it and to enjoy it, instead of dreading
it as an ordeal. It should be possible to
draw out much valuable information by
asking each scholar, in turn, just what he
has obtained for himself out of the les-
sons tha* have been studied. Useful
hints as to pedagogic methods may be ob-
tained in this way, as the teacher observes
what kind of facts or teachings “stick ”
in the minds of the young, and what slips
from them. Prosecuted with earnestness,
intelligence, and zeal, the study of the re-
view should result in a careful systematiz-
ing and consolidation of thought, a firmer
grasp on truth in its broader redemptive
relations and a steady deep-ning of per-
sonal piety in teacher and taught.—S. S.
Journal,

Methodist Magazine and Review
for August,

Of ‘timely interest in connection with
the expected Royal Coronation is a paper
by the Editor, with twenty illustrations,
entitled, “ Round About London.” Other
illustrated articles are, “The Canadian
Habitants;” a popular science paper on
“ Living Lamps;” and a study of George
Fox, Willlam Penn, and the Quakers, by
the Editor, all weil {llustrated. * The
Bishop of London,” a character-study of
the Rev. Dr. Arthur Foley Winnington
Ingram, is a racy account of his work
in the East-end slums of London, by
William Durban. The Rev. Dr. Cleaver
has an article of blended humor and
wisdom on “ How the Layman may help
the Preacher.” ‘A Plea for the City”
is an eloquent paper by Dr. John Watson
(“Ian Maclaren”). A striking article
is that by Dr. Joseph Parker on “The
Preacher’s Relations to the Socialistic
Features of the Day.” The Editor con-
tributes also an important paper on the
heroic days of the Early Church, a sub-

ject on which he has made original
investigations. That strongly-written
Canadian story, “ As a Refiner's Fire,” is
concluded in this number. The article
by 8. R. Crockett on “The Little Fair
Man” is in his best manner, “A
Stage Driver's Story,” by Mary B.
Sleight, will be read with much interest.
“A Coronation Ode,” by Bliss Carm:
well sustains the reputation of this Cana-
dian poet, and the usual departments of
World’s Progress, Religious Intelligence,
and Book Reviews complete an interest-
ing number of this magazine,

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax : 8. F. Huestis,
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

In a recent visit to a certain Sunday
School, there were two classes which we
sincerely pitied. They were the classes,
one of girls and the other of boys, who
had just come from the primary depart-
ment. In that department some of the
methods of the kindergarten were em-
ployed. The pupils gathered with a
teacher about tables, and part of the time
was spent in occupations that kept the
minds and the hands of the children busy.
Now they were in a large room with a
multitude of other buzzing classes. There
was no table; the chairs in which they
were seated were too high to allow their
feet to reach the floor; there was no pro-
per occupation for their hands, Not even
the delight of graduation into the * big
room " could compensate for the sudden
loss,

The cure does not readily suggest itself,
The resources of the school would have
permitted the securing of comfortable
chairs, but no place was at hand where
the classes could be by themselves, nor
was there space for the introduction of
tables large enough to be of much service.
Yet the ingenuity of teachers and super-
intendent might have devised some way
by which the gulf between the primary
and the juuior departments might have
been bridged after a fashion. A few lap-
boards and a few sheets of paper with
pencils might have furnished all that was
absolutely essential to make the routine
of the large room less irksome. There
are other simple and inexpensive devices,
too, which might well be used. Set your
wits to work. Perhaps you may devise
something better than has yet been
thought of to reach the hearts of your
pupils through the hand and the eye as
well as through the ear.—Pilgrim Teacher.
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Th: Joy of Service.*

Pa—
BY N. F. CASWELL,

‘ T ISITING a Summer resort, as I
walked in and out among the tents
and cottages I was much inter-

ested in and often amused at the quaint

and curious names that many of them
bore : “ Heart’s Ease,” “ The Saints’ Re-
treat,” “ Four Boys and One Dog,” “ Rest

Cottage,” *“ The Hungry Four,” “ We Left

Our Happy Homes For this,” ete., but

there was one name that especially en-

gaged my attention and lingered in my

thought—* Dolei far Niente,” or, as I

freely translated it, “ The Exquisite Joy

of Doing Nothing.” An appropriate title,
it seemed to me, for a Summer resting
place. It started me moralizing, “ The

Sweetness, the exquisite joy of doing noth-

ing!” There was such sweetness, such

Jjoy, no doubt, but was it to be compared

for one moment with the far more ex-

quisite joy of doing something ? and I

began to think of the satisfaction and

pleasure I derived from my humble work

A8 a teacher in the Sunday School, and

this brief article was the result,

The “ trials ” and * problems,” the diffi-
culties and obstacles, of Sunday School
teaching appear—and rightly perhaps—
to largely monopolize not only the pages
of many Sunday School periodicals and
books, but they often forra the main
theme of teachers’ meetings and conven-
tions, I wish here to strike a higher
note and speak of the exquisite joy that
is the portion of the faithful teacher,
That such joy exists can be testified to
to-day by thousands of men and women
in all lands. Let me state briefly some
of the causes of this joy.

First, there is the pleasure that comes
from obedience. We have read that we
must “search the Scriptures” ; we have
heard the gentle voice of the Master bid-
ding us feed his sheep and his lambs; we
are striving to obey his command, * Qc-
cupy till I come.” That he is well pleased
with this loving obedience gives us our
supreme joy.

In the second place, we have Joy be-

f *We hge plusa‘.luudr: lnsg;"lntilns tiln‘ls ci)ntrllsmllon

TOm & veteran Sun 00l worker, long Super-

m:l:l‘:nt of the Bru’dny Tabernacle "Jnool“’ of
¥

cause we are not laboring in our own
strength, nor going to warfare on our
own charges. The work is hard, difi-
culties do arise, our patience and our
faith are often sorely tested, but beside
us ever, inspiring us by his example,
strengthening us by the subtle inbreath-
ing of his divine might, is one like unto
the Son of God. His shoulders bear the
other end of the yoke—a yoke, however,
that as it is borne, is transformed into a
garland of flowers. What peace, what
comfort there is in this great truth !

Again, we have the unspeakable joy and
priceless privilege of so placing before
our scholars the sublime beauty of the
Christian religion, the magnificent, in-
comparable life of our Saviour Jesus
Christ, that they can be won for him,
saved from a life of sin, and fitted to g0
out into life strong and stalwart spiri-
tually to manfully fight against wrong
nd error and do their part in bringing
in the kingdom. To so influence one
young life is worth many times over a
lifetime of service,

Then there is the pleasure derived from
association with the vigorous young life
of the school. Bright, smiling faces, re-
ceptive hearts, cheerful voices, keen, in-
quisitive minds, the enthusiasm and op-
timism of youth, all these abound there,
and to be surrounded by this growing,
uplifting life even for the all too brief
hour on Sunday, is a joy that passes tell-
ing.

Lastly, there is the delight that springs
from the social side of our work; the
friendly greeting, the warm hand-clasp,
the encouraging word of approval or ad-
vice, the thrill of the school esprit de
corps—all joy-producers of the best kind.
And then the singing! My heart has
many times and oft been lifted up close
to the gates of heaven, as I have listened
to the fresh young voices of the children
ringing out some inspired melody. What
an inspiration, what a charm there is in
the music of the school ! I have thought
that the Gospel is sometimes better
preached by teaching scholars the im-
mortal hymns and bright Gospel songs,
than by our exposition of the lesson, for
the songs are sung by them in the home
and on the street and abide in their hearts
and minds for ever,

These are some of the many reasons
why Sunday School teaching is productive
of the highest pleasure, May the Lord
cause this joy to abound in our hearts
and shine out on our faces as we 80 before
our classes week by week,
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Helpful Thoughts.

How often we feel discouraged and
think there is no use in putting forth
any further effort to attain to a higher
standard of living. We have high ideals
but we seem to make no progress in
reaching them. The old self which we
desire to trample down and make a step-
ping-stone of is continually rising up—
continually defeating our noble aspira-
tions. In connection with this, how
helpful are these lines:

“ Whoever with an earnest soul
Strives for some end, from this lone
world apart,
Still upward travels, though he miss
the goal,
And stray—but towards a star.”

Discouraged heart, hope on! It is of
use to struggle after the beautiful. In
spite of defeats the very fact that we
are struggling brings us nearer the goal.
We are sure to have difficulties to over-
come and hardships to endure, but is not
the result we are seeking worthy of the
strongest endeavour? It is comforting to
know that it is by means of the hard
things that we grow—grow in strength
and beauty of character,

But let us make our ideals clear,
definite—* strength and beauty of char-
acter ” is so large, so indefinite. If your
lot fall among those who go out each
day to earn their bread, what is your
ideal of life under such conditions; or
if yon stay in the home, what is your
idea ot what comprises a beautiful life
there? Let us take each day as it
<omes and try to make it as beautiful as
possible, and then at the cluse of the
day, in the quiet of our own room—per-
haps just “ere slumber's chains have
bound us,” let us take a review—a thor-
ough, critical review—of our day, and
thus note wherein we have fallen short
of our ideal. How much better fitted
are we then, with God’s help, to convert
the failures into success the following
day. And let us remember, dear, dis-
couraged friends, that he who lives thus,
though he at times may stray, will still
be travelling upward.

Some one has sgid, “ Every day is a
little life, and a whole life but a day
repeated.” If we would but realize this!
You wish to make the most of your life
~know, then, that to do so you must

make the most of each day as it comes
to you. We are so prone to live in the
past and future, while in the meantime,
the present—the only part of our life
we can really call our own—is going by
unimproved.  *“Act, act in the living
present, heart within and God o’erhead.”
Make your life full of days filled with
beautiful thoughts, actions, and deeds,
and eventually you will have built up
a character such as the angels smile to
see,

Gone Out of Style,

How many classes are there in your
Sunday School whose members commit
the lesson to memory ? How many com-
mit a portion of it? How many learn
even the Golden Text ?

We have asked these questions in sev-
eral schools of late. The resuit aston-
ished us. If the aforesaid schools are
fair samples, the habit of memorizing a
portion of the Bible each week has gone
out of style.

This is unfortunate. It is perilous.
1t is an index finger pointing down. Can-
not something be done ?  Perhaps in the
old days the girls and boys tried to
memorize too much, and hence learned
the text of the Bible in a superficial
way.  Perhaps the children were sub-
jected to a kind of “stuffing” process,
That was bad. But certainly it was not
i 1 deplorable as the almost total neglect
of this day. We plead for a return to
the habit of memorizing at least a few
verses of the Bible each week. The
Scripture thoroughly committed to mem-
ory in girlhood and boyhood will never
be forgotten. The Scripture committed
to memory by adults is retained for a
very limited period.—Epworth Herald,

The Young People’s Societies.

The Epworth League and the Sunday
School, having largely the same field,
ought to be more mutually helpful than
they are. This letter from a represen-
tative of an Endeavour Society at Fern-
dale, Cal., may suggest a closer relation :

Our society recently held a very profit-
able Sunday School conference. Papers
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were read on practical subjects, and after
each there was a discussion opened by
Endeavorers who had previously promised
to set the ball rolling. The subjects
were : “ How can the Christian Endeavor
Society aid the primary department ?"
“How can the Juniors aid the Sunday
School, and vice versa ?” How can the
Endeavorers aid the Bible and young peo-
ple’s classes ?”  “ How can the Sunday
School teachers aid the Christian En-
deavor Society ?” “ How can the Chris-
tian Endeavor Society aid the Sunday
Schoo! officers, especially the superintend-
ent ?”  “How can the Christian En-
deavor Society aid the main school ?”
(By the Sunday School superintendent.)
“How can the Sunday School and the
Christian Endeavor Society aid the pas-
tor ?”  The programme -closed with a
summary of the helpful points brought
out.—8. 8. Journal.

—

Bishop Vincent on the Class-Meeting,

P—

The Methodist class-meeting is perfectly
adapted to the demands and habits of this
age. While the schools are everywhere
organizing clubs, seminars and conver-
sazioni for the collecting of material and
the systematizing of investigation, cer-
tainly it becomes us as Methodists to
maintain or to revive the class-meeting,
this honored and effective device for
reaching the units of the church and for
securing definiteness in Christian experi-
ence and intelligent co-operation in
Christian work. It will be well to sup-
plement wise introspection and testimony
in such groups of believers by an ex-
haustive discussion of plans for finding
the neglected, relieving the needy, com-
forting the sorrowful, and building up the
church.  Thus shall we have fresh rea-
son for giving thanks to God for the
class-meeting.  And thus also make a
new contribution to the highest and latest
developments of both psychology and
sociology.—Northwestern Christian Advo-
cate,

pr—

Pollution.

The stream that supplies Philadelphia
Wwith drinking water becomes at times
Dolluted. In the water are germs of
disease. That which is taken to quench
thirst and refresh life produces fever,
Which often ends in death. No person in
the city who knows this will, in the times

of pollution, drink this water if it can
possibly be avoided. They show their
good sense. There are just now many
draughts offered the soul under the guise
of literature. Sometimes we may not
know that subtle diseases are in books,
doubt, denial of God, evil lusts, and devil's
teachings. We drink the draught ere we
are aware. But when we do know, then
how foolish to drink when the subtle
germs of moral paralysis and death may
be thus taken into the soul! The vitality
of our moral and religious life may be so
great as to destroy these enemies before
they harm us, but the risk is tremendous.
Good sense will avoid polluted waters,-—
The Augsburg Teacher.,

Drops of Ink to Make You Think,

Teacher, if you get nothing out of the
lesson which helps you, just think how
little your class must get.

It is a very serious responsibility, and
no mistake. We mean the responsi-
bility of attempting to be a Sunday
School teacher. The results are eternal,
whether they be good or bad.

And the worst of it is, that it may be
a still greater responsibility to give it
up! Then let us pray,

Teacher, look for three things in every
lesson. First—For something that will
help yourself. Second—For something
that will help the Christians in your
class. Third—For something that will
convict the s'nners in your class. And
remember this: If you fail on the first
point you will surely fail on the second
and third.—8. 8. Bulletin.

Before the Sunday School, the superin-
tendent and teachers should always mag-
nify the pastor. The scholars should be
made to feel by word and act that he is
their minister, and that he is worthy of
all reverence and regard. His presence
on the platform should ever be welcome,
and should never pass unnoticed. Some
cordial word of recognition or impressive
greeting, if nothing more, should show to
all the high place that he holds, An oc-
casional suggestion that, relative to cer-
tain things, it would be well for the
scholars to go to the pastor for help,
would also aid in bringing about a de-
sirable relationship with him. The Sun-
day School may do much to give the
pastor his greatest opportunity.—Pilgrim
Teacher,
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Put in Your Bible,

Here is a handy table, furnished by The
Christian World, which it would be well
to cut out or copy for reference in your
Bible studies :

A day’s journey was about twenty-three
and one-fifth miles,

A Sabbath day’s journey was about an
English mile.

A cubic was nearly twenty-two inches.

A hand’s breadth is equal to three and
five-eighths inches.

A finger’s breadth is equal to one inch,
A shekel of silver was about fifty cents.
A shekel of gold was $8.

A talent of silver was $538.30.

A talent of gold was $13,809.

A piece of silver, or a penny, was thir-
teen cents,

A farthing was three cents.

A mite was less than a quarter of a
cent.

A gerah was one cent,

An ephah, or bath, contained seven gal-
lons and five pints.

A hin was a gallon and two pints,
An omer was six pints,

Bad Boys, or Bad Teaching ?

It is often the case that a teacher is
contented to simply teach the Bible les-
son of the day, without any reference as
to the time of the incident on which the
lesson is based. A substitute teacher
in the Church of the Resurrection in
Philadelphia asked a class of boys for
responses to the question, * How long
ago did this incident in the lesson oc-
cur ?”  The regular teacher had prob-
ably never asked them such a question
as this, and the boys were puzzled, Not
a response came until they were further
asked, “ Did this happen as long ago as
George Washington’s time 7 And then
the response was doubtful, One boy was
inclined to believe that it was, ‘When
asked if he thought it was as
long ago as the time of Columbus,

he said he did not think it was,
The ignorance of this class of bright boys
was not an uncommon experience with
this teacher, who had taught many other
classes in the same school. Is there not
an indication here of the reason why
many teachers fail to interest a class of
what most people call “bad boys” ?
Should the term be applied to the boys ?
—8. 8. Times,

Fate of the Disciples.

St. Matthew was slain with the sword
in Ethiopia.

St. Mark was murdered in Alexandria.

St. Luke was hanged to a tree in Greece.

St. John died a natural death at
Ephesus.

St. James the Great was beheaded at
Jerusalem.

St. Paul was beheaded at Rome by
Nero.

St. Barnabas was stoned to death by
Jews at Salania.

St. Simon was crucified in Persia.

St. Jude was shot to death with arrows.

St. Bartholomew was flayed alive,

St. Andrew was bound to a cross till he
expired.

St. Thomas was killed by a lance stab.

St. Philip was hanged from a pillar,

St. James the Less was clubbed to
death,

Not Riddle, but Revelation,

Dr. Wilbert W, White utters a warning
word to those who emphasize the diffi-
culties of the Bible :

To regard the Bible as a book difficult
to understand is a common misconcep-
tion of it. “The Bible is not a riddle,
but a revelation.” It has been given to
show the way of life. It is the history of
salvation. The great essentials of its
teaching may be easily grasped. True,
there are some things in the Bible which
are hard to understand, which the un-
learned and unsteadfast wrest to their
own destruction. But the Bible, as a
whole, is a plain book intended for plain,
common people, and is to be understood
in a plain, common-sense way. Persons
who reject the Bible because they think
it hard to understand, or because there
are 80 many things in it which they do
not believe, should try reading it for the
things which they can understand and
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will heartily, without hesitation, accept
as true, never forgetting the fact that
obedience to known truth is a prime re-
quisite to advancement in knowledge.

“Light obeyed increaseth light;
Light rejected bringeth night.”

—8. 8. Journal.

The Use of Helps.

I don’t decry the “lesson helps.” God
bless the teachers who have devised these
helps for the busy men and women, the
busy housekeeper, the busy merchant,
the tradesman and the mechanie, the
salesgirl and the seamstress, the wage-
earners who teach in the Sunday Schools
with such scant time for study, and that
time be taken from their rest and sleep
and hours of recreation. We must have
these helps. Blessed be the restaurant
and the cannery, Use all the helps you
can get. But don’t set the canned things
on the table uncooked. And don’t open
the cans in the class, Get them ready
for the table, as the women do the nice
things they buy in the market-place.
Serve them In the daintiest china, in the
clearest crystal. Do as the women folks
do, even in the preparation of a dish
they have prepared a thousand times ;
they ask other women if they know of
any new way of cooking it. Exchange
recipes with your neighbours ; that's
what Sunday School conventions are for
—to learn new ways of serving old dishes,
—Robt. J. Burdette.

The Successful Superintendent,
The following .@ attributes for a

xix

The Name Odious to Them.,

A number of whiskey papers are
clamouring for a change of name for
their places of business. They think
that the name “saloon” has come to be
80 odious as to be hurtful, They would
rather have them called wine-shops or
beer-stores.  Then, too, they think the
word “traffic” hurts them, as the ex-
pression “liquor traffic” has been used
80 much by temperance agitators, Let
them rest assured, however, that there
are no words in the language that would
not be degraded by being used in con-
nection with their shameful, wicked, de-
testable business. Call their places or
ill-resort and death * palaces” and the
word would soon be reeking with the
vile odours of perdition. The fact is,
these men are doing the devil's business,
and they are dragging down to ruin
évery one and everything they touch. A
“ doggery” or a “ whiskey-den ” is as
reputable as a “wine-shop” or a “gin-
palace,”—Ex,

——

One of the most encouraging features of
our Sunday School reports at the recent
Conferences was the number of scholars
Wwho have united with the church during
the past year. In the Toronto Conference
there were 1,561, Decision Day” was
generally approved, and recommended to
superintendents and pastors,

One of the Conferences recommended
the establishment of travelling Sunday
School libraries. The idea is for five or
six schools to unite and purchase 100
books, each list being different from the
other. Each school to have the use of
the books for one year, and then ex-
h them with one of the other

Twentleth Century Sunday School Super-
Intendent were given in a recent speech
by Mr. John R. Pepper :

1. Inclination of the heart. Have his
whole soul in the work.

2. Enlargement of the head—not big
head, but largeness from real knowledge.

3. Dilation of the eyes. To see things
and know things when he sees them, *

4. Itching of the hand—a good hand-
shaker, social and genial,

5. Nervousness of the feet, To go out
after the absent and seek new scholars.

6. Suppleness of the knees. He must
be truly a praying man.

7. Stiffness of the backbone. He might
have all the other attributes and lack that
one essential.

schools, The plan seems feasible,

The Sunday School reports of both the
Toronto and Montreal Conferences re-
commended the establishment of normal
courses of study for our Sunday School
teachers, with examinations and diplo-
mas. The proposal is an important one,
Which will doubtless be carefully con-
sidered by the General Conference, The
number of persons who can be induced
to take such a course is usually small,
but doubtless great good comes from the
systematic study. It should be the am-
bition of all Sunday School teachers to
make themselves as efficient as possible,

ian Epworth Era.




Two great impressions from the Sun-
day School Convention stand out' among
all others, They are vital and determina-
tive. The first is the power and su-
premacy of the Bible in the hearts of
those who are moulding the men and wo-
men of to-morrow.

Criticism has not shaken their faith.
Every ray of light, every item of know-
ledge, is eagerly noted, fairly weighed,
faithfully used. The Bible was never
more earnestly studied in every phase of
its history and meaning. It is still “ The
Book.”

The message of the cross is supreme.
As Dr. Lorimer eloquently pointed out,
the cross is facile princeps in what it
denies, in what it affirms, and in what
it enjoins. Fads in philosophy and in-
ventions in religion yield to the age-con-
tinued, ever-widening power of the cross.
The Sunday School army glories in the

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

cross, its shame, its sacrifice, its service,
its strength, its salvation. The motto on
the Christian-conquest flag, the thrilling
sign that Constantine saw in the hea-
vens, the sign of the cross, “ by this sign
conquer !”"—Christian Endeavor World.

Library books can be made quite a
help to class work, provided the teacher
is a good librarian. It is well, now and
then, to get the keys and ransack the
shelves for “ material” to work with in
teaching the next quarter’s lessons. One's
own home library quite possibly may con-
tain something which can be loaned to
each of the class in turn. Another plan
which has been found good is to gather a
scrapbook of printed stories and other
material. When full, put it in circula-
tion, allowing each scholar to keep it a
week at a time,—Selected.

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS-THIRD QUARTER.
Studies in the Old Testament from Moses to Samuel.

Lesson 1. July 6.—Tus Givive or MANNA. Exod,
16. 4-15. Study Exod. 16, 1-16. Commit vs. 4, b, %ﬂ
Exod. 15, 22t0 16. 36; also John 6, 26-59.) GoLorn :
Matt. 6, 11, Give us this day our daily bread.

2. July 18.—Tur TeN CoMMANDMENTS—DuTiRs 10 Gop,
Exod. 20, 1.11.  Commit vs. 8-11. (Read Deut, 6. 1-16;
Matt. 22, 34-40.) Gorory Text: Luke 10. 27. Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart.

3, July 20.—THE TeN CoMMANDMENTS—DUTIES 10 MEN.
12.17, Commit ve. 12-17, (Read Deut. 5. 16-
-48.) GoubeN TEXT: Matt. 19. 19. Thou

1.6, 30-85. Study Exod. 82, 1.85. Commit vs. 80-82.
dRead Exod. chs. 32.34) GoubkN Texr: Exod. 20. 8.
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me,

5. Aug. 8.—Tue TABERNACLR. Exod. 40. 1-13. Study
Exod. 40. 1-58, Commit vs. 1.8, GOuDEN Taxr: Pea.
100. 4. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into
this courts with praise.

6. Aug. 10.—NADAB AND ABIHU— Lussox.
Lev,10.1-11. Commit vs. 8-11. GoLDEN TrxT: 1 Thess.
5. 6. Let us watch and be sober,

7. Aug. 17.—JOURNEVING TOWARD CANAAN, Num. 10.
11-18, 20.36, Commit vs, 83, 84. (Read Num. chs. 11,
12) Goupks Text: Psa. 81. 8. For thy name’s sake hnl
me, and guide me.

Lesson 8, Aus‘ 24.—Reporr or THE Spies, Num.
18. 26 to 14. 4. Study Num. 13, 1.3and 13. 25 to 14. 4. Com-
mit ve. 30-33. GoOLDEN TexT: Psa, 40. 4. Blessed is that
man that maketh the Lord his trust.

9. Aug. 8L.—Tur BRAZEN SkreeNT, Num. 21. 1.9,
Commit ve. 6-8. (Read Num, 20.) GoLpex Texr: John
8. 14, 15. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have eternal life.

10, Seln. 7.—Tuw PropHET Like Moses. Deut. 18,
9-19. Study Deut. 18. 9-22. Commit ve. 17-19. Goupkx
Taxr: John 6. 14, This is of a truth that prophet that
should come into the world,

11. Sept. 14.—LoviNe AND OpgviNe Gop. Deut, 80,
11-20. Commit vs. 15, 16. ( Deut. chs. 80, 81;
Rom. 10. 1-16.) GoLoeN Text: 1 John 6. 8. For this is
the love of God, that we keep his commandments.

12. Sept. 21.—Tue DEaTH oF Mosrs, Deut, 84, 1-12,
Commit ve. 10-12. (Read Deut. chs. 82, 83.) GoLpkx
Trxr: Exod. 83, 11. The Lord spale unto Moses face to

face,

18, ch. 28.—Review. (Read Deut. 8. 1.20 and the
Lessons for the gulrur)r mmit the Golden Texts of
the Quarter. OLDEN TexT: Deut. 8 18. Thou shalt
remember the Lord thy God.

ORDER OF SERVICES—THIRD QUARTER,

OPENING SERVICE.
1. SILRNCE.

11. ResroNsive SeNTENcEs. (Psa. 107, 1-8.)

Surr. O give thanks unto the Lorp, for he i
good: for his mercy endureth for ever.

Scwoou, Let the redeemed of the Lorp 20,
whom he hath redeemed from the
of the enemy ;

Surr.  And gathered them out of the lands, from
the east, and from the west, from the
north, and from the south.

They wandered in the wilderness in a soli-
tary way ; they found no city to dwell
H;n;'nm and thirsty, their soul fainted

em.
.n;.n ﬁ" o:d.dh-m:it:u":.d ﬁ-l.m of
rouble, a Ve
their dlstresses,

-»

Suer. O that men would praise the Lorp for his
goodness, L

Benoow.  And for his wonderful works to the chil-
dren of men !

111 SiNaiNa,

1V. Tar TeN COMMANDMENTS, OR THE APOSTLES' CREED.
V. PrAYER, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert,

V1. BiNeiNG.

CLOSING SERVICE,
1. SiNeiNo.
IL. ResroNsive Sextexces. (Psa, 79. 8, 0.) o
Surr. O remember not against us former iniqui-
Scmoow. Let u? tender mercies npoedllf' prevent
us; for we are brought very low.
Surr, Hel‘p na,do God of our salvation, for the

13

er M'muwmdnl.
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Tnternational Bible Lessons.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

LESSON X. The Prophet Like Moses.

[Sept. 7.

GOLDEN TEXT. This isof a truth that prophet that should come into the world,
John 6. 14,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Study also verses 20-22. Read Acts 3, 18-26.]
Deut. 18, 9-10,

9 When thou art come into the land which the
Lorp thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn
to do after the abominations of those nations.

10 There shall not be found among you any
one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass
through the fire, or that useth dlvinnnon.. or an
observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch,

11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar
spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.

12 For all that do these things are an abom-
ination unto the Lorb: and because of these
abominations the Lorp thy God doth drive them
out from before thee,

13 Thou shalt be perfect with the Lorp thy
God.

14 For these nations, which thou shalt possess,
hearkened unto observers of times, and unto
diviners : but as for thee, the Lorp thy God hath
not suffered thee so to do.

15 The Lorp thy God will raise up unto thee
a P’rophet from the midst of thee, o thy breth-
ren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken ;

16 According to all that thou desiredst of the
Lorp thy God in Ho'reb in the day of the assem-
bly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of
the LoRD my God, neither let me see this great
fire any more, that I die not.

17 And the Lorp said unto me, They have well
spoken that which they have spoken.

18 T will raise them up a Prophet from among
their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my
words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto
them all that I shall command him.

10 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever
will not hearken unto my words which he shall
speak in my name, I will require it of him.

[Commit to memory verses 17-19,]

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION,*

9 When thou art come into the land whick
Jehovah thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not
learn to do after the abominations of those na-
tions. 10 There shall not be found with thee
any one that maketh his son or his daughter to
pass through the fire, one that useth divination,
one that practiceth augury, or an enchanter, or
& sorcerer, 11 or a charmer, or a consulter with
a familiar spirit, or a wizard, or a necromancer,
12 For whosoever doeth these things is an ahom-
ination unto Jehovah: and because of these
abominations Jehovah thy God doth drive them
out from before thee, 13 Thou shalt be perfect
with Jehovah thy God. 14 For these nations,
that thou shalt dispossess, hearken unto them
that practice augury, and unto diviners; but as
for thee, Jehovah thy God hath not suffered thee
80 to do.

15 Jehovah thy God will raise up unto thee a
prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren,
like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken : 16 ac~
cording to all that thou desiredst of Jehovahe
thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly,
saying, Let me not hear again the voice of Je-
hovah my God, neither let me see this great fire
any more, that I die not. 17 And Jehovah said
unto me, They have well said that which they’
have spoken. 18 I will raise them up a prophet:
from among their brethren, like unto thee ; and
I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall
speak unto them all that I shall command him.
19 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever
will not hearken unto my words which he shall
speak in my name, I will require it of him.

Time.—B. €. 1452 (Usher). Place.~The
plains of Moab,
Home Readings.
. The Prophet Like Moses. Deut. 18, 9-22,
Tu, Cautions, Deut. 12, 28-82,
. Fear God! Isa. 8. 11-20,

Th. Peter's reference. Acts 3, 10-26,
F. Btephen's reference. Acts 7. 85-43,
8. False prophets, Jer. 14, 10-16,

8. Refusenot! Heb. 12, 18-29,

.; ;ha American Revision, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson &
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Lesson Hymns,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 4.
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of his grace !

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 6.
Oh, worship the King all glorious above !
Oh, gratefully sing his power and his love !
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 9.

There is no name so sweet on earth,
No name so sweet in heaven,
The name before his wondrous birth

To Christ the Saviour given.
Questions for Senior Schol

1. A Peculiar Nation.

‘What was the land which was given to Israel?

What were some of the practices of the na-
tions who inhabited it?

What was Israel commanded to avoid?

How were they to appear in the sight of God?

Upon what condition was the land to remain
theirs?

By whom did the Lord communicate to them
his will?
2. The Prophet of the Lord.

What promise was givén them?

From among whom was this Prophet to arise?

Under what obligation were men to hear the
words of the Prophet?

What authority would this Prophet have?

What reason is given in verse 16 for sending
this prophet?

‘Who is the Prophet tkus promised?

What kind of prophecy is forbidden under
penalty of death?

What was the test of genuine prophecy?

In what respects did Moses foreshadow Christ ?

Recite the GoLpEN TEXT.

To whom does it refer?

O " for Int diate Schal

1. Seeking Knowledge Sinfully (verses 9-14).
What were some horrible ways the heathens
sought to know the future?
What wicked deceivers existed?
Is not fortune telling as wicked and harmful
to-day?
Why does God withhold our future from us?
What good comes from not knowing it?

2. Son of God Sent to Reveal (verses 15-19).,

What was the office Moses held?
What is he often called?

[Sept. 7.

In which office does he represent Jesus?

What is like Jesus in Moses?

What does the word prophet mean?

What names of Jesus show his prophetic
character and work?

What is the character of Moses?

In what different way was Jesus foreshad-
owed in the Old Testament ?

Which men besides Moses specially stood for
him in different characters?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

What did the Lord give his people before they
came into Canaan? Many words of counsel,

Who were they to live near? Idolaters,

What did they sometimes do? Make their
children pass through the fire.

What were the Israelites told to do? 7o
have nothing to do with them.

What other people did Moses warn them to
avoid? Witches and fortune-tellers,

Whom did he promise them? A prophet.

What did he say of him? That he should be
one of their brethren,

Why did the Lord wish to come in the form
of aman? That the people might not be afraid.

What did he wish them to do? 7o listen to
his words.

When did he come? About fourteen hundred
years after,

Who was he? The Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lesson Catechism,
(For the entire school.)

1. Who gave Canaan to the children of Is-
rael? Jehovah, their God.,

2. Why were the Canaanites expelled from
the land? Because of their wicked conduct,

3. What were the children of Israel to avoid?
Such wicked conduct.

4. What did God promise to raise up for
them from among their brethren? A Prophet
like unto Moses.

5. What was afterward said of Jesus of
Nazareth? GOLDEN TEXT: “This is of a truth,”
ete.

The Church Catechism,

75. What is the Kingdom of Christ? The King-
dom of Christ is his mediatorial government in the
Church and over the world for the overthrow of sin
and the establish; of the Kingdom of among

men.

Revelation 11, 15, And the seventh angel sounded;
and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of
our Lord, aud of his Christ; and he shall reign for
ever and ever.
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THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Jesus the Teacher.

The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a
Prophet ; unto him ye shall hearken,
I. THE DIVINE TEACHER,
We know thou art a teacher come from
God. John 3, 2,
Christ the . ...wisdom of God. 1 Cor, 1. 24,
II. THE UNIVERSAL TEACHER.
Teach all nations. Matt. 28. 19,
I will draw all men unto me. John 12, 32,

ITL. Tue CoNSISTENT TEACHER.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart. Matt.

11, 29,
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, 1 Pet, 2, 21,

IV. Tue SvccessyuL TeAcHER,
They said unto him, All men seek for thee.
Mark 1. 387,
His word was with power. Luke 4. 32,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

The relations of Moses to the nation of Israel are absolutely unique in history. Under God the entire

national organization and the religious ritual were due to him.

The clannish and tribal relations which ex-

isted when Moses first came into close contact with his racial kinsmen were made constituent elements in

the new national life. So the old system of worship,

which included the keeping of the seventh day holy

aund the offering of sacrifices, was the trunk from which the elaborate system given in Leviticus and Deu-

teronomy was evolved,

But Moses was much more than an elaborator,
he was quite as great in analysis as he was in constructive ability.

To use modern phraseology,
Not only did he provide for the daily

living of this nation ; he uttered certain principles which lay at the basis of the national and religious life,
The Ten Commandments are the underlying moral principles not only of Hchrowclvllizntiou, but of all civil-

izations worthy of the name.
him,

And the elements of Prosperous national life were quite as plainly stated by
Having shaped the civil machinery of the nation, having instituted its religious practices, having

put into words certain profound statements on which this machinery and those practices are based, Moses,
in the prospect of his approaching death, prepared for successors in the executive department of both secu-

lar and religious life,

Already he had passed over the priesthood to Aaron, the army was under the con-

trol of Joshua, and as, again to adopt modern phraseology, the whole nation was again under martial law

he would be, at Moses’s death, practically the dictator,
ruler, he was also the *‘medium through which God talked with them and gave them his laws,
spect his place could be supplied neither by priest nor by king.”

But Moses had not been only the leader and the
In this re-
He now, therefore, institutes the office

of prophet, first of all denouncing the vagaries to which the human heart is prone when not guided by the
Spirit of God, and promises the coming of a Prophet like unto himself,

—

1. THE JOURNEY,

After the sad journey of Lesson IX the Is-
raelites, guided by Moses, journeyed eastward
through the land of the Amorites, whose forces
they had to encounter and overcome, and en-
tered the land of Moab. Indisposed to help
Israel, and afraid to attack them, Balak, the
king of the Moabites, sent for a famous prophet,
Balaam, to hire him to curse Israel. Such an
errand was in accordance with prevalent super-
stition, but God's power led Balaam to bless
Israel instead of cursing it. What Moab could
not do either by force of arms or by a super-
natural curse it did by simply seducing the Is-
raclites from the path of virtue. After this,
War was engaged in with the Midianites. At
some point in this journey, around the lower end
of the Dead Sea and northward, we are to place
the orations of Moses which are contained in

the book called Deuteronomy, or the repeated
law.
II. THE DANGERS,

Verse 9. One might expect Moses to warn
his people of the military difficulties they would
have to confront, of the embarrassments inevi-
table in the partition of the land, of the prob-
lems of a half-organized society set down in the
midst of a foreign civilization, but his divinely
enlightened eyes saw another danger which,
though often ignored, is often present—the dan-
ger of misguided spiritual search, The abomina-
tions of the nations of Palestine were nearly all
due to such misguided search, and much of the
religious error of modern days, while on the
surface very different from the sins of ancient
Canaan, springs from the same source,

10-12. No one that maketh his son or his
daughter to pass through the fire was to be tol-




630 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

erated in Israel. The passing of censecrated
youths and maidens through flames was a
strange development of the false religions, be-
ginning with reverence for fire and strangli
the conceptions of purification and of sac
Girls and boys were in some cases passed rapid-
ly through the flames, in others (frequently
among the Ammonites and Phenicians, and
wherever the worship of Baal and Molech was
followed) burned alive. Manasseh, king of
Gilead, was guilty of this crime, It was re-
sorted to to propitiate an angry god, and to
secure divine enlightenment. Divination in-
cluded all prevalent methods, arts, and devices
to ascertain that which God had wrapped in
mystery. Ezek. 21, 21-31 enumerates several
methods of divination. An observer of times
[“one that practiceth augury”]. The phrase
includes “interpreters of the clouds,” and those
who cheat by optical fascinations. An en-
chanter should be a magician. A witch [“a
sorcerer’”’] is a person who appears to exert ab-
normal power over diseases. The sorcery of
some may have had “a quasi-scientific basis.”
The word “witch” now used for feminine prac-
ticers of the black arts was formerly applied
to all. A charmer was a dealer in “spells” or
“charms.” A consulter with familiar spirits
was in his activities not unlike the representa-
tives of modern spiritualism. Some men pre-
tended to have residing in them, or within their
reach, a spirit able to reveal things secret or
future. It is cevident that “consulters with fa-
miliar spirits” in ancient days used ventrilo-
quism as a means of deluding their victims.
The wizard was the “knowing one,” and the
necromancer one who professed to call up from
the dead the secrets of futuvity., All that do
[“whosoever doeth™] these things are [“is"] an
. @bomination unto the Lord |“Jehovah”]. Were
in Moses’s day; are to-day.

III. THE PARAMOUNT DUTY,

18. Thou shalt be perfeot with the Lord
[“Jehovah”] thy God. Throughout his servant
in heart and behavior, keeping the law, seeking
no forbidden knowledge, but seeking God, his
love, his honor, his protection.

14, They were about to enter a land from
which the population was to be put out because
of their indulgence in practices that were now
forbidden. Temples not only, but private houses
which the Israelites were to possess, would pre-
sent on their walls carvings and paintings made
to assist in these forbidden practices; and when
the godly Israelite saw these pictures pointing
toward sin he was to remember that the Lord

[Sept. 7.

[“Jehovah”] thy God hath not suffered thee so
to do. 'Thus was national faithfulness to God
to be perpetuated.

1V, DIVINE GUIDANCE.

15. “In the earlier days of sacred history
there was no enemy so subtle, so insidious, so
difficult to meet, as magic and soothsaying.
Only by actual prohibition, on pain of death,
could the case be adequately met; and under
these circumstances there is no need for us to
apologize for the Old Testament law, “Thou
shalt not suffer a witch to live' (Exod. 22, 18)."
—Harper. The profession of such people was a
crime against Israel's higher life, and the pun-
ishment had no resemblance to the judicial eruel-
ties perpetrated in comparatively modern
times. But now we return to the relief. Sooth-
saying, divination, spiritualism are all deceptive
attempts to do what needs to be done—to im-
part divine guidance; and so we have the prom-
ise: The Lord [“Jehovah”] thy God will raise
up unto thee a Prophet |“prophet”] from the
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me.
This text has often and properly been used as a
prophecy of the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ. That does not interfere with the truth
of the statement that the prophet understood
by Moses's hearers to be referred to was Joshua;
neither does it interfere with a much more im-
portant fact that Moses was here by the author-
ity of God instituting the prophetic order, “the
Christly fellowship” of the prophets. All true
prophets like Moses have shown forth God's
message, although sometimes they were not per
mitted fuily to comprehend the words they were
commissioned to utter (1 Pet, 1. 11, 12). a0
him ye shall hearken. Because he was to be the
special organ of revelation in Israel, the regu
larly constituted channel of divine influence
e is here set up against all diviners and
wizards.

16, 17. These verses show the intermediary
position of the prophets., They make plain
that the prophetic line was to be “the most
potent instrument in the growth and further
ance of the religion of Israel.”” The attitude
of Moses here is in striking contrast with that
of most lawgivers and national founders, who
have usually regarded their own words as final
Moses regards the revelation that has been
given through him as fundamental and in the
germ, by no means complete. “By means of the
prophetic order,” ns John Stuart Mills says,
“religion in Israel-ceased to be a consecration
of all that was once established, and a barrier
against further improvement.” The prophet
pointed forward toward the fullness of timg
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and the highest possible point was reached in
the person of Christ,

18, 19. The Prophet [“prophet”] like unto
Moses who was to be raised up was to have
God's words in his mouth and to speak them,
and whosoever will not hearken unto my words
which he shall speak in my name, I will require

'"HOOL BANNER, 63%

it of him. Whoever utters the divine word,
God is its author,

The three verses following our lesson give
the simple test of reverent observation in ex-
perience. To direct the people away from false
religious leadership., *“The prophecy was to be
tested by the results.”

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

DEUTERONOMY,

The lawgiver sets forth in Deuteronomy “all
that the Lord commanded Moses,” in a series
of addresses adapted to the new life of Israel
about to begin in Canaan. The form is that of
the oration, and it was delivered to the people
in the last forty days of Moses's life. It is the
most spiritual book in the Old Testament, and,
like the Sermon on the Mount, is a complete
code of the spiritual life. By a contrast of the
two we observe in the words of Christ the final
quiet of absolute form and beauty, as if

“Every word had been fiery furnaced
In the blasts of a soul that had struggled in
earnest.”

So God should speak when at last he took hu-
man voice and lips. But in the speeches of Moses
the truth sweeps down on the audience in a tor-
rent of mighty words, as in the eloquence of the
greatest of men,

The tone which the serene majesty of Christ

+ imparted to the Sermon on the Mount we can

imagine to have characterized the law as Moses
received it from Jehovah, but in his addresses to
the people Moses gives it the tone and color of
his great but only human personality, Daniel
Webster called attention to the Yact that the
indispensable condition of true eloquence is a
great occasion. These addresses were delivered
in the last days of Moses's life of a hundred and
twenty years, at the climax the nation’s life had
reached as it was about to enter the long-sought
Canaan, and at the moment that Israel had be-
come worthy to be the guardian of the moral
law for mankind. The occasion would be hard
to parallel, and with the matchless man ac-
counts for the splendor of the work,

The scope of the book is to confirm Israel in
the virtues necessary to the new life, and to
show their great privilege as guardians of the
law. The most radical of later scholars divide
the book in three parts, from chapter 1 to chap-
ter 12, from 12. 1 to 26. 16, and from that to the
end. They think it received its present form in
the time of Hezekiah, but agree that the docu-

ments on which it is founded are of much earlier-
date. The strict evolutionist nust, of course,.
hold some such opinion. An opinion more in
harmony with the ideal completeness of a divine
revelation is that Moses gave to a nation of
wanderers in a desert all the provisions of an
elaborate civilization. (See chap. 16. 18-20 and
other passages.) 'This opinion has prevailed
for ages. Christians think their tenet of re-
vealed religion is secure through the over-
whelming influence of Christ. In this case the-
place of Moses and of Deuteronomy are prac-
tically unchanged.

THE CURSE OF AUGURY.

The perfectness demanded of Israel (verse
13) is freedom from mixture with pagan super-
stitions in their worship. Moses knew how
easily people imitate the customs prevailing in
countries to which they go. Ie sums up the:
superstitions (verses 10, 11) by which the-
heathen sought to explore the future. All these
he denounces because they divide the idea of
God into gods and result in polytheism and
idolatry. (1) Molech, an ox-headed image of
a man made of brass, was heated, and children
placed in his arms were supposed to he cleansed
from defects of birth and to prophesy. This:
was passing through the fire, (2) Balaam,
whom the children of Israel slew in their new
zeal (Josh, 13. 22), is called hasem, diviner,
because he professed to foretell personal and
national destinies by clouds and stars. (3)
“Observei of times” refers to lucky and unlucky
days, a custom which may have prevailed to
such an extent as to paralyze the enterprises:
of daily life. An enchanter (4) practiced a
species of augury from indications supposed to
be elicited from various kinds of birds and
animals. The classes of augurers were not
clearly divided from each other in practice,
but a witch (5) prophesied chiefly through
herbs and spells. In the opinion of heathen.
only mad persons were supposed to be capable
of divine inspiration, and some moderns do not
distinguish clearly between genius and insanity..
This whole system was an imitation of inspira--
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tion by abnormal conditions. No wonder the
God of Moses abominated them, for if ever there
was a normal man it was Moses. Thus the
charmers (6) in Pharaoh’s court benumbed ser-
pents into perfect stiffness to make divining
rods. Consulters with familiar spirits (7) were
supposed to obtain oracular answers from high-
er species of the same genus by consultation
with the lower, as that a pythoness should give
answers through smaller serpents. All these
classes probably arrogated to themselves the
title of yadgnoni, or wizard (8), which signified
knowing one. A necromancer (9) was one who
interrogated the dead as the witch of Endor
questioned Samuel for King Saul,

JEHOVAH'S CONTEMPT,

The Lord distinctly assigns the existence of
these practices as the reason that he drives out
the people of the land before Israel. Not Is-
rael's virtues have won, but the vices of the
heathen have forfeited the land that flowed
with milk and honey (chap. 9. 4 . The penal-
ty of death for witcheraft in Israel was a
necessity (Exod. 22, 18). It is certainly well
that we of these times are opposed to the ju-
dicial killing of witches. But to be driven into
the opposite error and forget to hate what
love must hate so long as he will be love is a
real danger. The man is wicked who

“Conceals his creed and lives in closest tie
With those who count it blasphemy."”

The modern worship of majorities and mam-
mon is probably more perverting to the soul
than the ancient fetich worship because more
exclusively in the realm of intellect and spirit.
The prevalence of spiritism and the thing that
calls itself Christian science is surely an indi-
cation of moral derangement. Professional
skepticism becomes responsible for the exist-
ence of these things by the denial of the spir-
itual needs which men will try to satisfy if only
by superstitions,

THE PRIVILEGE OF HAVING TRUE PROPHETS.
Israel's indulgence in such abominations was
without excuse because of this great privilege,
Moses says, “The Lord hath not suffered thee to
do so0” (verse 14), but having made their re-
ibility ¢ ! by ding them inspired
prophets Jehovah completely prohibited all
auguries. The word nabli, used for “prophet”
in the fifteenth verse, is reserved for those of
full inspiration as contrasted with “seer,” an
inferior word which may refer to augurers or
to true prophets, in days without “open vision.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

[Sept. 7.

Though the primary reference of the fifteenth
and eighteenth verses is to Christ (John 1. 21,
45), yet Moses is insisting on the greatness of
the Israel of his own time in having a true
prophetism among them, and a law fitted to pro-
vide for progress and future developments, We
are so accustomed to looking back to an historic
Christ that we find it difficult to imagine that
the Jews had nearly the same definiteness of
view in looking forward, and indeed much more
concentration and intensity of view in their ex-
pectation of “that Prophet.” Their worship,
their morality, and their whole personal and
national life was constructed with reference to
this expectation. St. Peter repeats in his quota-
tion (Acts 3. 20-24) almost the entire passage,
and insists that all the prophets spake of Christ,
I think that no one can read from Genesis to
Malachi without feeling how these Messianic
references color every book even where they are
few, as in Job, or none, as in Esther. Thus
Israel has no need of these abominations, and in
verses 20-22 Moses gives the test by which true
prophets shall be known.

THE PROPHET LIKE MOSES,

The analogies between Moses and Christ are
many, and most of them obvious. Yet they are
very striking, and the more so the more minute
and comprehensive our study of each becomes,
That which is particularly notable is the tran-
scendence of the Christ in each of the particu-
lars in which they are alike, and in Christ's
sinlessness the comparison becomes the most
absolute contrast.

Moses was a type of Christ in that he was
one of the people. He went to Israel from the
throne of Egypt, yet he was born of a Hebrew
mother and father, and Jochebed, his mother,
nursed him and nurtured his deep soul-life on
the faith of Abraham. “He refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather
to suffer affliction with the people of God.” The
Christ came to us from a higher throne, the
glory that he had with the Father before the
world was (John 17.5). Yet he was “born of a
woman, born under the law that he might re-
deem them that were under the law.” This lot
he too chose of his own will (Phil. 2. 6-8).

He was a type of Christ in his office of
mediator. Both were divinely appointed, He
feared to approach Jehovah (verses 16, 17),
and the Lord approved it as wise. The appoint-
ment of Christ is the whole theme of Hebrews,
and is witnessed in many of his own declara-
tions. Moses in his intercessions substituted
himself for Israel in their sins (Exod. 32. 32).
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The analogy is complete, yet Jesus is the
Mediator of a better covenant (Heb. 8, 6).
Again, he was a type of Christ in the im-
mediacy of his communion with God (chap. 34,
10). We may readily believe, even with “Ham-
let” and the book of Job before us, that to have
feigned such a history as that of Moses would
have required greater genius thangto have been
Moses. *Only Divine Providence could have con-
ceived such a career. At the burning bush at
the mount of the law and at Pisgah he not only
shows, but proves, his divine commission. Still
Christ transcends him higher than the heavens.
“No man hath seen God at any time; the only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him” (John 1. 18),

Thoughts for Young People,

WICKED ATTEMPTS TO UNRAVEL THE FUTURE,

Man naturally secks to know what is before.
In every sane mind the inquiry arises, “What
is to happen to-morrow?” The present enjoy-
ment may satisfy animals; it does not satisfy
man. He is ever forecasting life. These state-
ments are as true in modern as in ancient days.
In spite of all our scientific knowledge there is
frequent resort in the very heart of civiliza-
tion to absurd and wicked schemes for reveal-
ing the future. The effort to ascertain destiny
and the effort to peep into the invisible realm of
the departed are equally wrong,

1. Unreasonable. “Should not a people seek
unto their’ God?’ If they wish to commune
with spirit there is one Great Infinite Spirit
with whom they can hold fellowship, who has
said, “Call on me in the day of trouble.” From
him we may get at any time any needful light on
the daily path, and all needful intercourse with
the spiritual world, We may hear a voice be-
hind us, saying, “This is the way, walk ye in it.”
And if we may consult the Great Supreme, why
leave the highest authority, for the sake of con-
sulting others,

2. Unnecessary. For what is that we really
need? Light for the future, but not light on
it; and light concerning the invisible world, but
not light into it. And these are given to us in
the revelation of the divine word. Now that we
have an unction from the Holy One to teach us
the deep things of God, it is a wildly foolish
and needless step to go knocking at the gate of
the invisible world!

8. Useless. “If you get an answer, how are
you to verify its worth?” But Isaiah prac-
tically impales the “spiritualists” on the horns
of a dilemma: “To the law and to the testi-
mony : if they speak not according to this word,
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it is because there is no light in thewm.” Sup-
posing you consult the dead, and get an answer
from them, that answer will either accord with
“the law and the testimony” or it will not. If
it does you are no better off than you were be-
fore, for you had it in the book before you in-
quired. If it does not, still you are no better
off, for “it is because there is no light in them,”
and if they have no light, they certainly cannot
give any to you! So that either way the in-
quiry after the dead is utterly useless. And
besides, whoever heard of anything alleged to
be communicated by “the spirits” which con-
tained aught that was not previously known?

4. Sinful. 1. Itisa wayward effort to force
an opening into a region which God as yet sees
fit to conceal from view. 2. It comes of a wish
to get light on future issues rather than on
present duty. Duty is ours, events are God's.
2. It involves the neglect of a rule which God
has given, and a search after one which he has
not. 4. It is a waste of time, 5. It puts a pry-
ing curiosity in the place of a lowly, loyal
obedience, 6, It springs out of a guilty unbe-
lief or from dissatisfaction with the ways of
God. It is no wonder that this spirit of false
inquiry should be forbidden by God. We should
frown on it in others, sternly and constantly,
and it should not be so much as named among
us as becometh saints,

5. There is another and a better way of get-
ting all the light we need—from the word of
God. It gives us light on our daily path,
abounds with promises to share life's gloom,
chases away the darkness from the grave, and
opens up immortality and life, [Clemance.]

Teaching Hints for Int di
BY REV, A. H. MC KINNEY,
PRELIMINARY,
During this month we continue the use of the
study and teaching outline selected for this
quarter, namely :
RELIMINARY.
LACES.
ERSONS,
ICTURES,
RACTICAL APPLICATION,
REPARATION FOR NEXT SUNDAY.

Ask for the names of the first five books of
the Bible and the meaning of each name? Spend

a few minutes in drilling the pupils to turn
rapidly to these books,

Classes,

PLACE.
The plains of Moab, on the east of the Jordan,
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PERSONS,

1. Moses, nearly one hundred and twenty
years old, before his death is delivering his fare-
well words to the Israelites.

2. The Prophet, (See NotEs.)

PICTURES,

Occasionally we have a lesson in teaching
which we cannot follow the question plan, be-
cause our pupils have not knowledge enough
to enable them to answer. Such a lesson is the
one which we are now considering. Unless the
teacher makes careful preparation it will be
a very difficult one to teach. With some extra
study and especial effort to crystallize his teach-
ing points, the teacher may make it both an
interesting and a profitable lesson.

We suggest that two series of pictures be pre-
sented by rapid word-painting, which can be
given only after a careful study of the NorEs.

Flirst serics:

The god Molech,

A diviner.

An augurer.

An enchanter,

A sorcerer.

A charmer,

A wizard,

A necromancer,

These were the persons from whom God’s
people were to turn aside, for they and their
practices were abominations unto the Lord.
The object of this presentation is twofold :

1. To show how degraded those who turn
away from God became.

2. To warn the pupils against such abomina-
tions. That such warning is needed is proven
by the fact that in our large cities all of the
abominations spoken of in the text, except that
of worshiping Molech, are practiced to-day.

Second serics:

A perfect people.

A prophet.

In presenting the former picture briefly re-
view Lessons IT and III of this quarter. Re-
call the commandments that God had given to
the people in order that they might be perfect
in his sight.

In presenting the second picture recall some
of the characteristics of Moses, and explain that
they were to be reproduced in the prophet which
God intended to raise up to take the place of
Moses,

PRACTICAL APPLICATION,

With our boys and girls it will be unwise to
refer to the much-debated question whether the
prophet promised in the text is Christ or some
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one who came before he did. That I’eter and
Stephen believed that this promise referred to
Jesus is evidenced by Acts 3. 22 and 7. 37,
Have the pupils repeat the Golden Text. Ask:
Who spoke these words? Under what circun-
stances? To whom do they refer? How is
Jesus a prophet? Be prepared to explain the
meaning of® the word “prophet,” and to show
how Christ was the greatest of all prophets,
Now ask: Have you accepted Christ as your
Propliet? After explaining what it means to
accept Christ as our Prophet have all who will
print:
JESUS IS

MY PROPHET.

I WILL HEED HIM.

PREPARATION FOR NEXT SUNDAY.

Ask the pupils to be prepared to repeat op
next Sunday :

1. The greatest commandment according te
Old Testament teaching.

2. The greatest commandment according to
New Testament teaching.

Give the class these references: Deut. 6, 5:
Matt, 22, 37,

Ask them also to bring to the class, if pos-
sible, the following :

1. A picture of a heart.

2. A picture of the two tables of stone on
which the commandments were printed,

3. A picture of a prison.

By Way of Illustration,
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Perils of prosperity, 1t is strange that in
the abundance of gifts we lose sight of God. A
perfect love would burn brighter because fed by
fuel of blessings; but ours is too often smoth-
ered thereby. His gifts of temporal good are
like the painted windows through which light
streams. We may either look at the colors, and
forget what gives them their splendor, or we
may look by their luster to the light beyond.
Little by little the sweetness of earthly gool
fills our thoughts, and his image fades like 2
photograph in sunshine, so that many a man
loses him imperceptibly. The only way to
avoid this danger is to enshrine God in our
hearts,

Idolatry. We are never any better than the
object we worship, And when we worship
animals and material things, whether gods of
wood and stone or money and fine possessions,
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we are like unto them. In many lands the devils
are worshiped, and it is not strange that the
people become devilish. Water worship, includ-
ing baths in horribly filthy “sacred” bathing
places ; the worship of animals, even fleas being
thought capable of inclosing the soul of some
sage or saint; the worship of ancestors, of liv-
ing men, of gods to the number of three hundred
and thirty million—these are some of the fea-
tures of Hindu superstition.—Harlan P, Beach.

Norcery and witcheraft. The wise Mosaic
law against consulting familiar spirits is vio-
lated to an amazing extent to-day, and our
cities are filled with fortune tellers, clairvoy-
ants, astrologers, palmists, mediums—feeders of
superstition and crime,

There are hundreds of popular superstitions
such as those connected with the moon, the
number thirteen, spilling salt, giving knives,
lucky days, mascots, Friday, and the like. To
hold that the course of providence is connected
in any way with such absurd trifles is to dis-
honor the God of providence.—Peloubet.

The prophet like Moses. Before spreading
his picture on canvas the artist often makes a
rough sketch, by which, in swift, unfinished
lines, he dimly shadows forth the scene he is
about to portray; and it happens not infre-
quently that some student of that painting com-
ing long afterward upon the hasty preparatory
sketch will find in it the painter's key ; a thing
that by its very simplicity and incompleteness
explains and makes clear what in finished form
is less easily discovered. In some such way
Moses was a preparatory sketch or type of the
Lord's Christ.—&8, L. Loomis.

*A prophet from among their brethren.” The
doctrine of the incarnation answers the cry of
the universal human heart. We all want a God
who knows what it is to be a man. A carpenter
“When I'm working at my bench I think
of Him who lived my very life and handled my
tools, and who understands the weariness and
the trials of a common hard-working life.” The
Word made flesh and dwelling among us is the
Word who can effectively speak to human
hearts,

sai

Heart Talks on the Lesson,
BY MRS. J. 1. KNOWLES,

It is the same Gospel, whether by Moses or
by Jesus, The harmony of revelation charms
the ear attuned to it. The keynote is love,
Why should God's chosen people hold aloof
from the follies and superstitions of other na-
tions? Because love seeks the best for its own ;
and these things were destructive to the intel-
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lect, the good sense, the reason, the true life
of the soul, “I have chosen you out of the
world”  That is why the Holy Spirit and the
Word call you to be separate from the fashion-
loving, money-grasping, pleustlw-m-vking, empty-
hearted world. He wants you to be different
because he has chosen you for better things.
Israel ‘suffered weary years of captivity to the
people whose ways they followed. How unwise
not to hear when God speaks !

The highest note in love's harmony is struck
when Moses foretells the coming of that greater
Prophet, the divine Saviour, the human brother
of men. You will find it most interesting to
search out the references in your Bibles to pas-
sages in the New Testament showing how fully
this prophecy is fulfilled in Christ. He spoke
as never man spoke; and “all the people won-
dered at the gracious words which proceeded
out of his mouth"—gracious words warning
against every hurtful thing and offering the
brightest and best that earth or heaven can
give. This prophecy of Jesus says, “Whosoever
will not hearken unto my words which he shall
speak in my name, I will require it of him.”
Jesus says, “If any man hear my words, and
believe not, T judge him not : for I came not to
Jjudge the world, but to save the world. e that
rejecteth me, and heareth not my words, hath
one that judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last
day.”

Let me tell you a story to show how precious
to some who never heard them before are his
blessed words, “I came to save.” They are so
familiar to you perhaps you are careless about
them. But remember—they shall Jjudge you at
the last day. A missionary in Africa for two
vears searched for the word “Saviour” in the
native tongue. At last a man, named Kikuvi,
as they sat around the evening cump fire, told
how one had been rescued from a lion, saying in
the native language, “The man was saved by
Kikuvi.” The missionary said, “You saved the
man?’  “Yes,” he replied. “Why, Kakuvi,” he
said, almost shouting for joy, “this is the
word T have been wanting you to give me all
these moons, because I wanted to tell you that
Yesu died to save—" He got no farther: the
black face lifted up as in the glow of the camp
fire he turned to the missionary, exclaiming,
“Master, I see it now! I understand! This is
what you have been trying to tell us all these
moons, that Yesu died to save us from the
power of sin!” Never did sweeter word fall
from mortal lips than that word “Saviour”
from the lips of that black savage; and the
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missionary, speaking of all he had gone through
in the fever-infested jungles, without food, ex-
posed to a thousand dangers, said, “I would be
glad to go through the whole program again,
with my eyes wide open, if I could have the joy
of flashing that one word, ‘Saviour, into the
darkness of another tribe in Central Africa.”

‘The Teachers’ Meeting.

The spiritual instruction to be drawn from
this lesson divides itself readily under 1. The
perils to be avoided; 2. The perfection to be
attained ; 8. The prophet to be anticipated. ...
Examine the title “To Canaan,” which Israel
had ; the purposes for which this title was given
to them ; the perils that awaited them on taking
possession of the land....Notice the harmful-
ness of evil surroundings; the counteracting in-
fluences of divine grace; the sinfulness of divi-
nation, enchantmew.c, and witcheraft; of necro-
mancy. ...The curse of God—what brings it?
In what variant forms is it shown even in this
life?. .. .Contrast the early training of Canaan
and the early training of Israel....Note how
corapletely Joshua fulfilled the promise of the
prophet that the Lord was to raise up; then
ghow how the prophecy is again and more com-
pletely fulfilled in Christ. See EXPLANATORY
NotEes on verse 18, Compare also texts in THE
LEssoN OUTLINE.

Library References.
BY REV. 8. G. AYRES,

Tue Book oF DEUTERONOMY.—Driver in the
International Critical Commentary represents
the most extreme views. Harper in The Eao-
positor’s Bible is not so advanced. R. B. Gir-
dlestone in The Student’'s Deuteronomy repre-
sents the latest view given from the conserva-
tive school. It will be profitable to read the
Introductions of Wright, Driver, and Harman.

DivINATION.—Schultz, Old Testament The-
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ology, vol. ii, page 822. Driver, Deut. 18, 10,
The Bible dictionaries.

P SERMONS ON THE LESSON,
Verse 15.—The Pulpit, London, vol.
page 481; vol. Ixxxiii, page 313.
Verses 16-18,—Free¢ Church Pulpit, vol. i,
page 37. e

Blackboard,

BY THOMAS G. ROGERS,

h}n\
hear 1\

Wonderful it is indeed that a man should he
one of the earliest types of the Saviour of man-
kind, yet he is likened to Moses, whose character
as leader and intercessor for his people in some
faint degree prefigured the ministry and office
of Christ. Moses could not have known the full
meaning of his prophetic words, nor could Is-
rael have understood them; but we read them
in the light of glorious fulfillment, and realize
the fullness of the blessing in its bestowment on
ourselves. Let us, then, whom the precept and
warning of the text concerns, listen with under-
standing hearts to the words that Jesus has
spoken in his Father's name.

Coloring.—Upper lettering, white filled in
with blue; other words, red and light green;
star and rays, yellow ; village, cream and green,

-

LESSON XI Loving and Obeying God.'

[Sept. 14,

GOLDEN TEXT. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments,
1 John 5, 8.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Read Deut. chapters 80,81 ; Rom, 10, 1-15.]
Deut. 30. 11-20. [Commit to memory verses 15, 16.]
11 For t which I ¢ d
thee thls d? it is not bidden from thee, neither
8 it far o
12 It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say,

AMERICAN REvISED VERSION.*

11 For this d t which I d
thee this day, it is not too hard for thee, neither
is it far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that thou
shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven,

*The American Revision, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson&
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Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it
unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?

13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou
shouldest say, Who shall 80 over the sea for us,
and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and
do it?

14 But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy
mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it,

15 See, I have set before thee this day life and
good, and death and evil ;

16 In that I command thee this day to love
the Lokp thy God, to walk in his ways, and to
keep his commandments and his statutes and
his judgments, that thou mayest live and mul-
tiply : and the Lorp thy God shall bless thee in
the land whither thou goest to possess it,

17 But if thine heart turn away, so that thou
wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and
worship other gods, and serve them ;

18 I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall
surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your
days upon the land, whither thou passest over
Jor'dan to go to possess it,

19 T call heaven and earth to record this day
against you, that I have set hefore you life and
death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose
life, that both thou and thy seed may live:

20 That thou mayest love the Lorp thy God,
and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that
thou mayest cleave unto him: for he {s thy life,
and the length of thy days: that thou mayest
dwell in the land which the Lorp sware unto
thy fathers, to A'bra-ham, to I'saac, and to
Ja'cob, to give them.
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and bring it unto us, and make us to hear it,
that we may do it? 13 Neither is it beyond the
sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over
the sea for us, and bring it unto us, and make
us to hear it, that we may do it? 14 But the
word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and
in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.

15 See, I have set before thee this day life
and good, and death and evil; 16 in that I com-
mand thee this day to love Jehovah thy God, to
walk in his ways, and to keep his command-
ments and his statutes and his ordinances, that
thou mayest live and multiply, and that Jehovah
thy God may bless thee in the land whither thou
goest in to possess it. 17 But if thy heart turn
away, and thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn
away, and worship other gods, and serve them ;
18 I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall
surely perish; ye shall not prolong your days in
the land, whither thou passest over the Jordan
to go in to possess it. 19 I call heaven and
earth to witness against you this day, that I
have set before thee life and death, the blessing
and the curse: therefore choose life, that thou
mayest live, thou and thy seed: 20 to love Je-
hovah thy God, to obey his voice, and to cleave
unto him; for he is thy life, and the length of
thy days; that thou mayest dwell in the land
which Jehovah sware unto thy fathers, to Abra-
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.

Time.—B. C. 1452 (Usher). Place.~The
plains of Moab,

Home Readings,
2. Introduction. Deut. 29, 1-18,
Tu. Loving and Obeying God. Deut. 80, 11-20,
. To be remembered. Deut. 81, 1-13.
Th. Blessing in keeping. Deut. 11, 13-25,
F. Hearers and doers, James 1, 17-27,
5. Knowing and keeping. 1 John 2. 1-10,
8. Proof of true love. John 14, 15-26,

Lesson Hymns,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 402,
I know not why God’s wondrous grace
To me he hath made known,

Nor why—unworthy of such love—
leemed me for his own.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 404,
We have heard the Jjoyful sound :
Jesus saves | Jesus.saves |
Spread the tidir'l,gl all around :
Jesus saves | Jesus saves |

Vew Canadian Hymnal, No, 407,
On the mountain’s top appearin b
Lo ! the sacred hens,d rtl:e:ds ;g
elcome news to Zion bearing—
Zion long in hostile lands,

Questions for Senior Scholars,

1. The Law in the Heart,

What is included in the term of this “com-
mandment"” ?

How was it revealed to the people?

Where did the Israelites carry the tables of
the law in their journeyings?

How far was the life of the Israelites a re-
ligious life?

Could they excuse themselves for their dis-
obedience on the ground of ignorance?

Can we?

In what sense was the word in their mouth?

How could it be said that the law was in
their hearts?

2. The Obedience of Love,

What was the choice which the Lord gave
his people?

What was included in the terms, “death” and
“evil”?

What was included in the promise of life and
good?

From what should their obedience spring?

Upon what should their prosperity in Canaan
depend ?
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Against what sin were they particularly
warned ?

How did the Lord emphasize his solemn
agreement with his people?

What did they as a people owe to God?

What incentives did they have to walk in the
‘ways of their Lord?

i for Int Slatl Qg ot

4
1. Commandments Present and Plain (verses
11-14).
In what form had the Israelites received
God's commandments?
Were there other laws besides the Ten?
Who brought these to them?
Who was able to understand all of them?
To whom were they revealed?
2. Commandments Good and Blessed (verses
15, 16).
Is a good life happier in this world?
What is it in the future?
What does God promise the Israelites in their
new land if they obeyed?
Are these promises also for us?
3. Wickedness Short-lived and Cursed (verses
17, 18),
What new people had now come to this
mation?
What has become of those who left Egypt?
Were these their children better and braver?
Wonld they also be punished if disobedient?
Can we escape if we sin?
4. Choose this Day (verses 19, 20).
What did Moses set before them?
‘What did he call upon them to do?
What would come with loving and obeying
God?
What with disobedience?
Could anyone choose for them?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

Where were the Israelites camped?
Pplains of Moab.

On the

[Sept. 14,

Where was this? Across Jordan from Jericho,

How old was Moses? One hundred and twen-
ty years old.

What had he written for them?
the Lord.

Where did he want to have it written? On
their hearts.

Could he do this? No.

How cap t ever be done? By doing the law
of the Lord.

What must first be in the heart? Love.

Where did he say they need not go for the
Lord's word? 7o heaven, or beyond the sea.

Where were they to look for it? In their own
hearts,

What did he say was set before them? Life
and death.

What brings life?

And death? Evil.

Whom did Moses make captain? Joshua.

The law of

Good,

The Lesson Catechism.
(For the entire school.)
1. What does God say concerning his com-
mandment? They are neither hidden nor remote,
2. Where does he say his word is? In our
own hearts.
3. What does he say will follow obedience?
God's blessing, prosperity.
4. What does he say will follow disobedience?
God's curse, ruin,
5. What is the GoLpEN TexT?
the love of God,” ete.

“For this is

The Church Catechism,

76. What is the Kingdom of God? The Kingdom
of God is the rule of God in the hearts and lives of
men.

Matthew 6. 10. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done in earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 17. 21. The kingdom of God is within you.

THE LESSON OUTLINE,

L. Tue OrrorTUNITY COMES TO ALL,
The word is very nigh unto thee. .. .that thow
mayest do it, v, 14,
Whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved. Rom. 10, 13, .
Him that cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out, John 6. 37.
Whosoever will let him take the water of
life. Rev, 22, 17.

Moral Choice.

II. MoraL Croice CANNOT Bz EVADED.
I have set before thee this day life and good,
and death and evil. v. 15.
That was the true Light, which lighteth
every man that cometh into the world
John 1. 9,
They are without excuse. Rom. 1, 20,
T have not shunned to declare unto you all
the counsel of God, Acts 20, 27.
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IIL. WroNG Croice 18 DEeSTRUCTIVE,
If thou wilt not hear. .. +ve shall surely per.

ish, v, 17, 18,

Except ye repent, ye shall all perish, Luke
13, 3.

The way of the ungodly shall perish, Psa.
y 3 S

The enemies of the Lord. .. .shall be con-
sumed. DPsa. 37. 20,
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IV. Rieur Cuorck 18 FuLL oF Bressing,
Cleave unto him; for he is thy life, and the

length of thy days. v, 20,

The steps of a good man are ordered by the
Lord. Psa. 37, 23,

The path of the just is as the shining light,
Prov. 4, 18,

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
Lord. Jer, 17, 7.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

There seems at first glance to be asharp departure in thought between the fourteenth and fifteenth verses,
but close study of the passage in its textual connection discovers a very close connection between the two

divisions. The emphasis of the lesson is on the latter half, but it could not be
were not easily within our reach, seeing that they are attainable and intelligible,

posite moral courses cannot have like issues,

80 if God’s commandments
Itis perfectly cléar that op-

‘“ Men going in opposite directions, in astraight line, ona plane

surface, from the same point, can never meet, If to love and obey God be good and tend to good, then the re-

verse must be evil, and can work nothing but evil,

6.9, 10; John 8, 36).
of the light of hope in the distant horizon,
striveth with his Maker,”

And such ill-effects must, for aught we know, go on for-
ever and ever, unless something or some being interposes (verse 18),

promised land, even though they reached it in peace, w
their God. They rebelled ; their kingdom was broken
story already rehearsed became theirs, And if now m
will be—there must be—a sorer condemnation than fo

The prolongation of Israel’s life in the

ould depend on the continuity of their obedience to

up ; their people were carried captive ; and the sad

en quit the leadership of the Lord Jesus Christ there
r those who rebelled against the law of Moses (Heb,
The outlook for the despisers of Christ, in the next life, is darkness without a gleam
And even iu this life nothing but woe can Possibly be to him who

—

I. THE PRESSURE OF GOD'S COMMAND,

Verses 11-14. The texts immediately pre-
ceding our lesson promise the blessing and favor
of the Almighty on the condition of hearkening
to the voice of God, and obedience to his law.
The oration proceeds to show that the fulfill-
ment of this condition is not impossible nor even
difficult, The commandment is not hidden from
thee [“too hard for thee”]. Is not hard to be
understood or difficult to perform. Neither is
it far off. Beyond the reach of common people,
and to be secured only by great personal ad-
venture and hardship. It is not in heaven,
That is, it has not been retained there. It is
fully revealed. No soothsayer need consult
with the familiar spirit concerning the will of
God. For anyone who wishes to hear it and to
do it it is not beyond the sea, whence came near-
Iy every luxury of the ancient Hebrew. When
in later times Solomon in all his glory sought to
make Jerusalem unique among the cities of the
earth in its magnificence, he made a navy of
“ships.”  Palestine itself never produced the
luxuries of life ; they came from across the Red
Sea, or from across the Sea of Chinnereth, or
from across the Dead Sea, or from across the
Great Sea, But God's commandment was not

80 distant; “on the contrary, it was very near
to them, had been disclosed in words so that
they could utter it with their own mouths, con-

verse dver it, ponder it in their own hearts,”
The thought of verse 14 is not so much the
thought of an indwelling conscience as the fact
that God's special commandment has been put
in ready shape for personal consideration,

IL. THE PRESSURE OF MORAL CHOICE,

15-18. I have set before thee this day life
and good, and death and evil, Here is a dreaded
alternative which comes to every human being.
The same thought is in verse 19 phrased “bless-
ing and cursing.” These are “set before” our
consciences and hearts in the form of the great
mass of spiritual truth. This truth presses
upon us a greater duty to love the Lord [*Jeho-
vah"] thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep
his commandments and his statutes and his
Judgments [“ordinances”]. It is not possible
for a man to dispute this phrase unless his na-
ture has become so perverted that he calls evil
good and good evil. As a result of obedience
the promise is greater: that thou mayest live
and multiply: and [“that”] the Lord [“Teho-
vah”] thy God shall [“may”] bless thee in the
land. “This great blessing follows loyalty and
obedience under the Gospel as really as under
the law, for the law rested on a basis of the
Gospel, and the Gospel brings with it its own
law.”—Clemance. Peace, joy, hope, and joyful
graces and blessings attend on a life which is in
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accordance with God's will. If thine [“thy"]
heart turn away, so that [“and”] thow wilt not
hear, but shalt be drawn away. Here is the
cause of all sin and unbelief—to turn away
from the heart. It is “with the heart” that
man believes unto righteousness. If our hearts’
desires are pure and directed upward we will
not fail to hear and believe. Worship other
gods, and serve them. This was the besetting
gin of ancient Israel. The same sinful draw-
ings that swerved them to Baal and Ashtoreth
and Molech now draw away from Christ men
and women by the thousands to pleasure and
the search of wealth and extravagant indul-
gences.

III. THE PRESSURE OF CONSEQUENCES.

19, 20. God has revealed all this to Israel
through Moses, and to us through the sacred
Scriptures as a guide to goodness and a warning
against evil. I call heaven and earth to record
[“witness”] this day against you. Compare this
solemn adjuration of Moses with that of Paul
(Acts 20. 26, 27; Phil. 1. 8). “Heaven is God's
witness, for every warning given to men in his
name is known and received on high. Earth
is witness, for the record of the warning is pub-
lished to the world, and the warning itself was
heard by thousands of ears, and had been heard
of by many millions more.” Choose life, that
both thou and thy seed may live. “Choose life,

HOMILETICAL AND

The emphasis in Deuteronomy is on the vast
privilege of the Israelites as stewards of God's
revelation to mankind. In this splendid passage
we see Moses in mellow-hearted age and wisdom
as he lingers lovingly with his people to impress
this upon them.

Verse 11. Commandment not hidden, Ethi-
cal knowledge differs from scientific in that it
is implicitly in every man. Yet it needs to be
elicited by the preaching of the Gospel. The
criticisms of ministers by the man on the street
shows how much more fully he knows than
obeys the law. The passage in the Revised Ver-
sion is, “not too hard.” Faithfulness to God's
commands is possible, 8till closer to the He-
brew is, “not too wonderful above you."” for
Moses was here dwelling on brief, easily re-
membered principles, such as love to God, not
on those hidden from them in the book of the
law, which most of them could not have read
had they possessed a private copy as we do of
our Bible. Not far. See Luke 17, 21.

12. It is not in heaven. These words imply
that the people did not have to undergo the

[Sept. 14.

that thou mayest live, thou and thy seed.”
Where the teacher's responsibility ends, there
the responsibility of the scholar begins, “there-
fore choose life.” Preaching in the Sunday
school class is always of doubtful advantage,
but there are occasions when if the truth of
God is not pointedly impressed in the pupil's
heart a great opportunity has been lost. This
lesson and this clause presents one of those
occasions. With the power of free choice man
cannot interfere, With it God will not trifle.
The duty of every teacher and scholar is “to
yield himself unto God.” Here again comes n
statement of the chief duty of man: That thou
mayest love [“to love”] the Lord [“Jehovah"]|
thy God, and that thou mayest obey [*'to obey™ |
his voice, and that thou mayest cleave [“to
cleave”] wunto him. He is thy life. Margin,
“that is thy life.” To love the Lord is really
to live the truest, highest life. And the length
of thy days.

“We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not
breaths;

In feelings, not in figures on a dial.

We should count time by heart-throbs.”

That God is faithful to his promises receives
a delightful emphasis from the closing clause of
verse 20, The keeping of his pledge to Abreham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob persuades us that he will
keep his pledges to us.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

discipline which the prophets endured to obtain
the law from heaven. This scripture does not
assert that there are no difficult questions in
ethics, but claims that the data for our moral
decisions are here. Difficulty is admitted
Goethe says, “The tragedies of life do not full
out in man's choices hetween right and wrong,
but between right and right,” But Moses as
lawgiver makes the claim for revealed relizion
that God has given the law for man's guidance,
so that problems of conduct are simplified. God
is more anxious than we are that we should
know his will,

13. Nor beyond the sea. Toilsome journeys
to distant countries—truth-hunting among the
writings of the worldly wise—were not neces
sary that they might know the law. As God's
people they lived at the center of light, though
some of them still regretted the learning of the
great civilization of Egypt. Even among the
lower classes in Christless nations much ethical
knowledge exists. In Christendom the mos!
unlearned man cannot be in ignorance of God’s
essential will, except through sin.
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14. In thy mouth, The Jews had, probably
thus early, formed the custom which prevailed
later of repeating certain parts of the law to
each other at stated times, constantly,” In
Christian lands the brecepts of morals are in all
mouths. And in thy heart. Both the hearts of in-
dividuals and the heart of the nation. Moses’s
faith in Israel was sublime, Only forty years
earlier they were in abject slavery and moral
darkness, Never but in the years immediately fol-
lowing Pentecost has the moral enlightenment
of a great people proceeded so rapidly. The will
of God is revealed in the historic Christ, in the
Bible, and in the Church, but for his own per-
sonal conduct the individual Christian must find
the law in himself. Yet God does not write the
law in our hearts instead of giving us these
other sources _of religious knowledge; he does
both. 8t. Paul quotes this passage (Rom. 10,
5-0) to show that the indwelling Christ is not
chiefly comfort, but chiefly a law of righteous-
ness to the believer, Yet Christ, the whole
wisdom and Word of God, while he is the per-
fect holiness, is also the infinite love, and hence
the promise always implied in a command of
God is in this one a comfort very nigh thee,

“Speak to him thou, for he hears thee,
And spirit with spirit can meet ;
Closer is he than breathing,
And nearer than hands and feet.”

15. See, I have set before thee life and good,
death and evil. Moses urges God's chosen Israel
to reflect how great a blessing and responsibility
God bestows on them in depositing the moral
law for the human race with them. TPaul refers
to Israel in this manner in Rom. 3. 2. Many
who have had experience that death and sin are
identified would be surprised to find that obedi-
ence and life are even more closely related, for
they have never tried it. To know this too by
experience includes all the soul's freedom and
power,

16. This verse is a summary picture of an
obadient nation and is true of individuals also.
To love God is the first commandment under
both the law and the Gospel, and under both
obedience is its final test. See John 14, 21, and
observe how, in these chapters of John, Christ
speaks of prosperity as the fruit of obedience,

17, 18. Notice the eloquence and great force
of these contrasts. The being drawn away is an
fgeravation of the evil, not an excuse, Acts of
basest lust were part of the ceremony in the
service of other gods; hence in the Seriptures
unfaithfulness to Jehovah is commonly called
barlotry, r denounce unto you. God cannot do
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less than denounce the penalties as well as
promise the rewards that sanction his command-
ments. Shall not prolong your days upon the
land. The various deportations of the Jews were
a striking fulfillment of Moses's prophecy. See
chap. 4. 26, 27 for a more detailed prediction
of their wanderings,

19. The words “heaven™ and “earth” stand
for their intelligent inhabitants. In the end
heaven and earth bear 4 unanimous witness
against the man or the nation that fails through
sin. A mystery of iniquity existing in the
earth is proved by the fact that men have to
be so urged to choose life,

20. That, not *“he,” is thy life. The figure
becomes absurd when you add the latter clause
of the sentence. To love, obey, and cleave to
the Lord is thy life and the length of thy days.
“To do all the words of this law is your life"”
(chap. 32. 46, 47) was a formula with Moses
repeated many times in these addresses. Cleave
unto him urges persistence in love to Jehovah,
They that endure to the end shall be saved.

1. It is notable that the experience of spir-
itual regeneration obtained in Mosess time,
though the word “regeneration,” a later New
Testament Greek word, was not current. This
fact is in harmony with the nature of revealed
religion. There may be an evolution of higher
ethical states in the life of nations and civiliza-
tions, and there is a progress and increasing
fullness in God's revelations, but evolution in
the strict sense of the word ecannot apply to
revelation. The dream of a better Bible than
we have has not yet taken shape in the mind of
the most imaginative scholar. Yet if evolution,
not revelation, is the source of the Bible it is
time it had. The author of Hebrews insists
that in this sense God's works were finished
from the foundation of the world. 1In the dis-
closures to Abraham, to Moses, and to Isaiah
each obtained the Fnowledge of the complete
spiritual life,

2. Our privileges are incomparably greater
than those of the Jews. To have lived in the
carth after Christ has lived in it rather than
before, to enjoy the additional evidences of
the miracles he did as well as of the miracle
of the incarnation, are privileges above theirs,
To have the doctrines of redeeming grace
formulated for a so much wider application is a
great advance, The application of the law to
great ancient civilizations was clearly impos-
sible to men. In these days of Christian mis-
sions we are applying it successfully to much
more complex civilization,




3. Is the sin of idolatry practiced in America
to-day? There can be no doubt that it is if it
be once admitted that love to God is the essence
of religion. Many of our fellow-citizens prove
that they love other things more than God—
things that see not, hear not, and are insensible,
yet are none the less idols, probably all the
more worshiped because they are not cut into
the shapes of physical man or beast. The al-
mighty dollar and the formidable will of corrupt
majorities cause in some souls all those raptures
and terrors that worship always meant to
idolaters,

4. We may choose life. This lesson teaches
that the destinies of men have always resulted
from their own choices. This truth our life in
the earth finally makes plain to our own dull-
ness. Men may lay to fate now as they once
attributed to stellar influence their success or
failure. But the freedom of the human will
is just as absolute as the authority of Almighty
God.

5. To the soul who in any way seeks God,
the commandments become to him a matter of
intimate and personal relations with God. If
this could be so to a national religion like
Judaism, and to a people wandering in a desert,
it is vastly more true in a land of churches and
of manifold spiritusal culture like ours.

6. Obedience is the indispensable proof of
love to God. It simply cannot be otherwise,
Sacrifices for the cause of public righteousness
without personal obedience gives to the soul
who practices it the terrible twist of hypocrisy.
It may be truly said that sluggish indifference is
worse, but without love such service is bondage
and may become one of the subtlest forms of
selfishness. If we obey patiently faith and love
and joy are as inevitable as death,

Thoughts for Young People.
THE FINAL COUNSEL OF MOSES.

1. An alternative. Verses 15-19. Life and
death ; good and evil ; blessing and cursing. An
alternative for the nation, but also for the indi-
vidual.. “Life” is more than existence—it is
holy and happy existence. “Death” is not
equivalent to nonexistence. As respects the
natural life, it is the separation of the living,
thinking principle from the body, and is com-
patible with the survival of the soul in a future
state. As respects the spiritual life—that life
which the believer has, and the unbeliever has
not, even now, while yet both have conscious
being (1 John 5. 12)—death is the cessation in
the soul of all holy, spiritual functions, implying
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a state of moral ruin, destruction, and disorgan-
ization. “Death,” in this verse (verse 15), is
deemed compatible with experience of “evil."
How strange that between swch alternatives
there should be a moment’s hesitation !

2. A warning. Verses 17, 18. If the heart
is drawn away from God, and turns to idols,
namely, sets up any other objects in God's place,
and forbears to give to God his proper love and
honor, he whose heart does this, or the nation
if it does so, shall surely perish, 1. An awful
end. 2. A certain end. 3. An end of which
due warning has been given.

3. An appeal., Verses 19, 20. “Therefore
choose life,” etc. On which note: 1. That choice
or moral determination underlies our salvation,
2. That choice underlies the possibility of love
to God. 3. That one deep choice in the heart's
center underlies all the separate acts of choice
involved in a life of obedience. 4. That the
choice God wishes involves the choosing of him-
self, with a view to love him, to obey him, and
to cleave to him. 5. That the choice of God
is the choice of life, and carries all lesser good
with it. [Or.]

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
PRELIMINARY,

As the pupils may not be able, or may neglect,
to bring to the class the three pictures called
for in last week’'s HINTS, it will be well for the
teacher to draw them or to hunt them up and
have them ready for use at the proper time,

PLACE.
The same as for the last lesson,

PERSONS,

1. Moses. (See last lesson.)

2. The patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
are referred to. This will be an appropriate
place to quickly recall the lessons studied dur
ing the third quarter of 1901,

PICTURES,

The text of our lesson does not give us much
material for picture making. There are, how-
ever, implied or suggested in it some pictures
that will help us in presenting its truths. It is
a difficult lesson to teach to Intermediates, but
by the exercise of a little ingenuity, backed up
by some careful study, the teacher may make it
very interesting. We suggest three pictures:

1. God promising the land to Abraham. Go
back to the lesson for August 11, 1901, found in
Gen. 15, 1-18, and from it be prepared to give 8

Wi e

Sept. 14

picture o
session o
mits, sho
Isaac ane
also Less
1901.)

2. Dav
God had
possession
reached tl
under Da

3. The
of a great
present ti
such a sec
culty in p
prepare hi
subject of

After th
have some
lesson, 8§
given to A
his ancient
their own,
and obeyin
verse 16 1
whole mat
have verse

1. Ask fc
some one 1
the fact the
in some wa,

2. Ask fo
on which is
of those wl
those which

3. Ask:
of all? H;
their study
we keep this
all the othes

4. Ask for
how those
suffer for tl
pupils are
With Lowel

“Trut
Wi

They need t
in the short
to God's law

“Though the
they grix




ind
rod

od

ot,
led
he
nd

Sept. 14.]

picture of God promising posterity and the p
session of the land to Abraham. If time per
mits, show how this promise was repeated to
Isaac and Jacob, (See Gen. 20, 24; 28, 13;
also Lessons IX and X for the third quarter of
1901.)

2. David the king. Show how the people of
God had multiplied and how they had obtained
possession of the promised land, and how they
reached the height of their prosperity and power
under David and under his son Solomon.

3. The Ghetto. Picture the Jewish quarter
of a great city like London or New York at the
present time. If the teacher is acquainted with
such a section of the city he will have no diffi-
culty in painting the picture. If not, he may
prepare himself to do so by reading up on the
subject of the Ghetto,

After these pictures are given and impressed
have some one read aloud verse 20 of to-day’s
lesson.  Show how God fulfilled his promises
given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and how
his ancient people are to-day without a land of
their own, because they ceased loving the Lord
and obeying his voice. In proof of this have
verse 16 read. To show how God left the
whole matter within the choice of his people
have verse 19 read.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION,

1. Ask for the picture of the heart, and have
some one read verses 11-14 inclusive. Impress
the fact that what God wishes us to do he has
in some way impressed upon our hearts,

2. Ask for the picture of the tables of stones
on which is printed the commandments. Speak
of those which refer to our duty to God and
those which refer to our duty to man, and then

3. Ask: What is the greatest commandment
of all? Have the pupils give the results of
their study during the week, Teach that if
we keep this commandment we will surely keep
all the others,

4. Ask for the picture of the prison, and show
how those who break God's commands really
suffer for their disobedience. Even the young
pupils are beginning to question this truth,
With Lowell they see

“Truth forever on the scaffold,
Wrong forever on the throne,”

They need to be taught that this is true only
in the short run. In the long run disobedience
to God's laws brings suffering,

“Though the mills of God grind slowly,

yet
they grind exceeding small ;
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Though with patience he stands waiting, with
exactness grinds he all,”

Point to the picture and teach that the hun-
dreds of inmates of one of our state prisons
have learned the truth of the text graven over
its entrance

THE WAY OF THE TR
HARD.,

SGRESSOR IS8

Have some one read Proy, 13. 15. Ask each
member of the class to repeat the Golden Text,
and have all print :

I WILL SHOW MY
LOVE FOR GOD
BY MY OBEDIDNCE.

PREPARATION FOR NEXT SUNDAY,

Ask each pupil to write on a slip of paper
one trait in Moses's character which is worthy
of imitation. Some of them have in their school
readers, and many of them have access to books
containing, the well-known poem “The Burial
of Moses,” by Cecil Frances Alexander. Ask
all to memorize that beautiful poem during the
week,

By Way of Tllustration,

“Neither is it far off.” “The word is nigh
thee.” There is no difficulty or mystery about
this commandment of love. The true religion
Wwas not concealed in heathen oracles, shrouded
in mystery, signs, and wonders in groves, and
caves, and temples as were and are the heathen
religions,

The religious life of many is dead because
they think of God as far off, up in the skies,
and forget that he is by their side, reading
their thoughts, hearing their words, ready to
talk with them and help them carry their bur-
dens,

“In thy mouth and in thy heart.” Salvation
is not putting a man into heaven, but putting
heaven into a man. It is not putting a sinful
man into a law-abiding community, but writing
the law of God in his heart and mind. The
real question is not, What will we do under
outward compulsion? but, What will we do by
inward choice? Salvation is not the change of
circumstances, but that central change in us,
in our attitude, our intentions, our choices which
will make us conquerors in life's battles what-
ever the circumstances may be.—~Maltbie D,
Babceock.

“Keep his commandments.” Men say that
when they know they will do; Jesus says that




when they do they will know. Ie does not
promise to manifest himself to the .man who
dreams or debates, but to him who keeps his
commandments. The seeds of truth sprout in
the soil of obedience. The words of Jesus in
the mind of a disobedient man are no more vital
than wheat in the wrappings of a mummy.
Moral disobedience is mental darkness, but to
submit our wills in loyalty to his law is to open
our minds to the light of his truth.—Maltbie
D, Babeock.

Verse 19. “Choose life.” DPerhaps there is
no power which most persons are more jealous
of than that of their right of choice, If they
did but stop to think about it, they might see
that every time they exercise their pet right of
choice they are putting bonds upon this very
faculty ; they are loading it with a weight which
makes it a little lop-sided and gives it a set for
action next time it is called upon. The boy who
decides to play for “keeps” is loading his will
a little on the side which makes men gamble;
the college man who decides to cheat at exami-
nation is loading his will on the side which makes
men forgers and thieves. The power of right
choice is thus self-impaired. His every choice
of evil is a grim jailer who puts one more chain
on his subsequent movements, If one wants to
be free to decide to do right, the more he fetters
his evil propensities by right decisions the bet-
ter; and the more he fetters his possibilities for
deciding rightly, the worse for him.—Henry van
Dyke.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

“How gentle God’s commands!
How kind his precepts are!”

To obey him is indeed “a reasonable service."
How full of sweet persuasive love is this Old
Testament Gospel! It is the same strain that
swept the chords of Jesus's heart when, weeping
over Jerusalem, he said, “How oft would I have
gathered thy children together as under brood-
ing wings, but ye would not!” Ye would not.
All depends upon our own choice, beloved of my
class. Life and good, death and evil are set
before us. The heart of God cries out, “Choose
life!” Each heart must make its own reply.

See how reasonable it is to hear what God
says and to choose his will. He tells us that his
single purpose is to do us good. As a loving
father wishes to give his child the best advan-
tages of education, business, or position, so God
desires to make the best of each one of us, his
children. He wants to fit us for the highest
place in his universe; to make us richer, hap-
pier, wiser, more full of power than we dream.
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It has not entered the heart to conceive what he
has prepared for them that love him. It is
almost too good to believe! Having these
things in store for us God alone knows the way
we must take to get them. Ile says, “Since
you are blind and cannot even see what I have
to give you, and cannot see how to get near me
so that I can give them to you, I ask you to
hear what I say, follow my directions, do as
nearly as you possibly can exactly as I tell you,
and I pledge you my word that nothing can pre-
vent your getting the best of my infinite treas-
ures of wisdom, goodness, and love.” Isn't it
simple? 1Isn't it reasonable? “I am lost,” said
a little fellow on the city street one day. “Come
with me,” said a big, strong man; “I will take
you home.” He did not confuse the child with
directions how to get home; he took the little
hand in his and led him there. So God says,
“Love me; give me your heart; let me take your
hand; then you need not be puzzled about the
corners you must turn, or the hard places you
must cross; I will lead you safely if you love
me enough to trust me.” That is why his first
and chief command is to love ; because only love
gives up its own way and chooses the will and
the guidance of another. With gentle persua-
sion he says, “This commandment which I com-
mand thee is not hidden from thee, neither is it
far off.” It is no mystery. Any child knows
what loving means, It isn’t something away off
in the clouds, where too many people put their
religion; it is a practical matter of everyday
living.

This word of love is not spoken for youn in a
foreign tongue across the sea; you use it every
day in your own home; it is the neaiest to you
of anything you can think; it is in your heart.
You know well what it means to dearly love
somebody so that you would rather listen to
what they say than to anyone else. That is all
our loving Father asks of us. Is it not reason-
able? And to make sure that our natural, un-
loving heart may not cheat us out of the good
things he would give, he says he will (verse ()
80 change it that we will choose him “with all
our soul that we may live,”

There are moments of decision upon which
depend the best things of time and of eternity.
“See, T have set before thee this day life and
good, and death and evil” Which will you
choose ?

‘The Teachers’ Meeting.
Study this lesson from at least three points
of view: I The Inevitability and Results of
“Moral Choice. II, The Deep Spirituality of the
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Mosaic Law. III. Our Lord's Condensation of
the Law and the Prophets. ...I. Moral choice.
This lies on the surface of the lesson. 1. No
man need go far to search for divine truth.
All nature shows it, divine revelation shows it,
It comes to us in the monitions of our own
heart. Moral sense is given as a birthright to
every human being. 2. No man can evade
moral responsibility and its consequences,
Nearly every act of our lives, and nearly every
word we speak, involves a moral decision. Life
and good on the one hand, and death and evil
m the other are constantly beckoning to us.
. The consequences are tremendous. It is life
v death; it is blessing or cursing. We shall
“surely perish” or we shall have “life and length
of days.” The Gospel does not change, but en-
larges the spiritual vista down which Moses
1sks us to look....IL The spirituality of the
Mosaic system is a truth often lost sight of,
Really Moses was a Gospel teacher. Not only
was the tabernacle and its intricate ritual a
es of types and symbols which foretokened
the coming of Jesus of Nazareth, the precious
truths he uttered, and the death he died for our
sins, but besides that the detailed directions for
behavior given in Leviticus have their true
meaning when understood to be signs and sym-
bols of spiritual truth. The commands concern-
ing color and dresa, parapets around house
roofs, and other details of daily living, increased
as they were through the ages by tradition,
made the Jewish religion in our Lord’s day an
unbearable burden. But such a lesson as the
one we study to-day shows the intense spiritual
truth of which all these detailed commands were
signs; and that brings us to our next method
of treatment....III. Our Lord's condensation
of the law and the prophets. Perfect love to
God is love to our neighbor as ourselves, Ob-
serve how the fulfillment of this double com-
mand fulfills the mandates of our lesson.

Library References,
Y‘anFt'LNEss.—Beecher, H. W., Summer in
the Soul, page 252; Sermons, Fifth Series,

— -

LESSON XII. The Death of Moses.
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page 323, Suddard, British Pulpii, vol, i, page
256. Crabb, Synonyms, Faith—Fidelity; Faith-
ful—Trusty,

CHOICE.~Whedon, On the Will. Miley, Free-
dom of Choice, Snider, The Will and Its World,
is the latest contribution to the subject,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,
Verse 19.—Mills, God's World, page 271.
Kingsley, Westminster Sermons, page 271,
Verse 20.—The Homiletie Review, vol, XXX,
page 428,

Blackboard,

EF
DEATH o> THEE

LIFE AnD
EVIL

. GOoD

/////‘

BLESSING

Set before every human being is the alterna-
tive of life and good, death and evil. Two ways
are before us all, and we cannot, if we would,
evade the responsibility of choosing, each for
himself, and in the act of determining our des-
tiny. The cross is the universal guidepost of
our race, for to the godly it proclaims the glory
and peace of life eternal, while it reveals as
plainly the wrath of God against all ungodli-
ness and unrighteousness of men, (By erasure
make the finger post a cross, impressing the
necessity of redemption at the very beginning of
a Christian life.)

Coloring.—Cross and paths, cream ; sun, yel-
low ; light blue sky to intensify the blackness ;
words, white and purple combined,
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GOLDEN TEXT. ‘The Lord spake unto Moses face to face. Exod. 83. 11,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Deut. chapters 82, 83.]
Deut, 34, 1-12, [Commit to memory verses 10-12.]
1 And Mo'ses went up from the plains of

Mo’ab unto the mountain of Ne'bo, to the top of
Pis'gah, that is over against Jer'i-cho. And the

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION.*

1 And Moses went up from the plains of
Moab unto mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah,
that is over against Jericho. And Jehovah

s; 1;ha American Revision, copyright 101, by Thomas Nelson &
!




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Lorp showed him all the land of Gil'e-ad, unto
an,

2 And all Naph’m-li. and the land of E'phra-
im, and Ma-nas’seh, and all the land of Ju'dah,
unto the utmost sea,

3 And the south, and the plain of the valley
of Jer'i-cho, the city of palm trees, unto Zo'ar.

4 And the Lorp said unto him, This is the
land which I sware unto A'bra-ham, unto I'saac,
and unto Ja'cob, saying, I will give it unto thy
seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine
eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither.

5 So Mo'ses the servant of the Lorp died there
in the land of Mo'ab, according to the word of
the Lorp.

6 And he buried him in a valley in the land of
Mo'ab, over against Beth-pe'or: but no man
knoweth of his sepulcher unto this day.

7 And Mo'ses was an hundred and twenty
years old when he died: his eye was not dim,
nor his natural force abated,

8 And the children of Is'ra-el wept for Mo'ses
in the plains of Mo'ab thirty days: so the days
of weeping and mourning for Mo'ses were ended,

9 And Josh'u-a the son of Nun was full of the
spirit of wisdom ; for Mo'ses had laid his hands

[Sept. 21, Sept. 21
showed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, What
2 aud all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim How i
and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto In whe
the hinder sea, 3 and the South, and the Plain How I
of the valley of Jericho the city of palm trees, 4. The (
unto Zoar., 4 And Jehovah said unto him, This What
is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto the peopl
Isanc, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it What
unto thy seed : I have caused thee to see it with Moses en
thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. Consid

5 So Moses the servant of Jehovah died there in
the land of Moab, according to the word of Je- Qu

hovah. 6 And he buried him in the valley in the 1. Viewis
land of Moab over against Beth-peor: but no How ol
man knoweth of his sepulcher unto this day. Into wl
T And Moses was a hundred and twenty years Where
old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his Why e
natural force abated. 8 And the children of Would
Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab How ¢
thirty days: so the days of weeping in the borders of

mourning for Moses were ended,
9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the

What d
2. Enteri

upon him: and the children of Is'ra-el hearkened  spirit of wisdom ; for Moses had laid his hands What ¢
i‘ﬂ:,ze:““‘: and did as the Lorp commanded ypon him: and the children of Israel hearkened What i
10 "\nd there avose not.a prophet mince in unto him, and did as Jehovah commanded twenty ye
Is’ra-el like unto Mo'ses, whom the Lord knew Moses. 10 And there hath not arisen a prophet What k
face to face. since in Israel like unto Moses, whom Jehovah 3. Still a
11 In all the signs and the wonders, which the  knew face to face, 11 in all the signs and the Who wi
l:on!) sent him to do in th_t- land of E'gypt to  wonders, which Jehovah sent him to do in the What i1
ll.l::(l] raoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his sery- What ¢
12' And in all that mighty band, and in all ants, and to' all his land, 12 and in all t.he mighty three vers
the great terror which Mo'ses showed in the hand, and in all the great terror, which Moses What h:
sight of all Is'ra-el. wrought in the sight of all Israel. 7
What be
Time.—B. C. 1451 (Usher). Place.—The New Canadian Hymnal, No, 240. Q
plains of Moab, When the mists have roll-d in splendour "
From the beauty of the hills, What w
Home Readings. And the sunlight falls in gladness, the law.
M. Atime todie. Deut. 82, 44-52, On the river and the rills. Where v
Tu. A blessing by Moses. Deut, 33, 1-5, 26-29, Q i Senfor Schol
W. The Death of Moses. Deut, 84, 1-12. 1. The Visi ons for
Th. Moses’s desire refused. Deut. 8, 21-20, « The Vision of Moses,
F. Successor appointed, Num. 27, 12-23, Where were the Israelites encamped when So M
8. The promise. Gen, 18, 5-18 Moses went to Mount Nebo? 1 DFA'rua
¥ ; vy ’ Upon what peak of the mountain of Nebo did bt
8 P f M . Psa. 90.
EREIESE o Moses view the promised land? Dpla,:h‘
L How far could he see? Tet
Hymas, To whom did the Lord give the land of ﬂ;‘r:(\;.
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 297. Canaan? 1L, Hovm s
A fow more years shall rol), Why was not Moses permitted to go over? : The ri
A few more seasons come ; 2. The Death of Moscs. 14, ¢
And we shall be with those that rest How old was Moses when hLe died? Blesseq
Asleep within the tomb., Who buried him? Rev,
In what scene in our Lord's ministry did
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 851, Moses figure?
‘When times of temptation bring sadness and What is said of the physical vigor of Moses? The orat
gloom, 3. The Successor of Moses. ple who, tho
Who succeeded Moses as leader of the people? God's comm

I will tell it to Jesus, my Lord.
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What work was before Joshua ?

How is the character of Joshua described?

In what had he been associated with Caleb?

How long before?
4. The Character of Moses,

What indicates the influence of Moses upon
the people, even after his death?

What was the peculiar distinction which
Moses enjoyed as.a prophet ?

Consider his career also as a statesman.

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,
1. Viewing the Earthly Canaan (verses 14),
How old was Moses now ?
Into what periods may we divide his life?
Where was he when he viewed Canaan?
Why could he not enter?
Would Moses therefore enjoy this view?
How long since the people had been at the
borders of Canaan before?
What difference in the people now ¥
2. Entering the Heavenly Canaan (verses 5-8).
What came to Moses on Mount Pisgah?
What is said of Aloses at one hundred and
twenty years of age?
What kind of a life had he led?
3. Still @ Power on Earth (verses 9-12),
Who was the successor of Moses?
What influence from Moses continued?
What tribute is paid to Moses in the last
three verses?
What has Moses left to Lless the world?
What books of the Bible are credited to him?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

What work did Moses finish? The writing of
the law.
Where was it placed? In the side of the ark,
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Where was Moses going?
world,

Who had called him? @God,

What did he give the people?
blessing.

Where 1id he go? Up into Mount Nebo.

What did God show him there, ANl the land
of Canaan,

What did God say? That Moses should see
the land, but that he should not enter it,

What became of Moses? God took him home.

Where was his body buried? In a valley in
the land of Moab.

Who buried it? The Lord, by his angels.

Did any man know just where? No man,

Who took Moses's place? Joshua.

How long did they mourn for Moses? Thirty
days,

Into the other

A song and @

The Lesson Catechism,
(For the entire school.)
1. Where did Moses die? On Mount Nebo,
cast from Jericho,
2. What sight vas given him from this moun-
tain top? Of the whole promised land,
3. What memorial did the people give him?
They wept for him thirty days.
4. What memorial did the historian give
him? There arose not a prophet like him. %
5. What is our GoLpEN Texr? “The Lord
spake,” ete,

The Church Catechism,

77. How doth Christ establish his kingdom *
Christ establishes his kingdom by the proclamation
of the truth with the power of his Spirit, and by his
providential direction of the affairs of men,

Matthew 28. 18.-20,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
A Good Man’s Death.

So Moses the Servant of the Lord died,
L. DEATH CONQUERED.
Death is swallowed up in vietory. 1 Cor,
15. 54,
Through death he might destroy him that
had the power of death. Heb, 2, 14,
II. Hore 1IN DeATH.
The righteous hath hope in death,
14, 32,
Blessed are the dead which lie in the Lord,
Rev, 14, 13,

Prov.

II1. Vis10NS BEFORE DEATH,
He looked up steadfastly,. .. .saw the glory
of God. Acts 7. 55,
Showed me that great city, the holy Jeru-
salem. Rev. 21, 10,
IV. PREPARATION For DEATH,
Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thy youth. Eeccles. 12. 1.
So teach us to number our days, that we-
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. Psa,
90. 12,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

The orations of Moses and his song are completed. His voice will never again be heard by the peo-
ple who, though they strained his patience so often, loved him deeply. After blessing them in obedience to-

God’s command he ascends Mount Nebo, the highe st peak of the Pisgah ran

ge (a mountain not so definitely
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identified as we might desire), and thence surveys the land of Canaan. We are to suppose that he faced
westward, and the country spread out before him included all Palestine, which is geographically familiar to
us by its New Testament divisions—Judea, S8amaria, and Galilee. The peak on which he stood was east of
the Jordan, and at his feet and all around him was the country known in New Testament times as Perea,

while to the north was the region around the later Decapolis,

It may assist the average pupil to thus iden-

tify the geographical divisions of our text with those which have become more familiar because of our fre-

quent study of the life of Christ.

I. THE LAND OF PROMISE.

Verses 1-4. Moses went up from the plaing
of Moab. Where Israel was now encamped,
Unto the mountain of [“mount”] Nebo, to the
top of Pisgah, Or, we might phrase it, to the
Nebo peak of the Pisgah range. That is over
against Jericho means on the other side of the
Jordan River. From that historic city the Lord
[“Jehovah"] showed him all the land of Gilead,
unto Dan. Gilead stretched out below Moses’s
feet on the right side as he faced the west, It
has been supposed that the Dan here referred
to stood in northern Perea, but no site of such
a city has yet been discovered. Dan-laish, the
adventurous foundation of which is narrated in
Judges, was near the central source of the Jor-
dan, and would hardly seem to fit the geographic
needs of this description. All Naphtali, and the
land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the
land of Judah, unto the utmost [“hinder”] sea
indicates together the center and body of the
Israelite “inheritance.” “The utmost” or “hin-
der” stands for western. The south, which
should have a capital “8,”" as in the Revision,
and the plain [“Plain”] of the valley of Jeri-
cho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar. Moses
first looks north, then west, then his eye sweeps
to the far pasture lands of the south toward
the Arabian Desert, and comes back to the ex-

* tensive plain through which the Jordan flows,

and, compassing the Dead Sea, reaches to Zoar.
It_is unnecessary to say that so wide a prospect
as is here defined could not have been presented
to human eye without supernatural assistance,
‘We have our choice between the suppositions
that his power of vision was miraculously in-
creased, that he saw the scene in an abstract
vision and not with his bodily eye, and, which
seems to us the most probable, that he saw the
new provinces and the headlands and landmarks
of the more distant plains, his close knowledge
of the land supplementing his eyesight, and to-
gether bringing to his conception a very ade-

. quate view of the land which, through his

agency rather than by that of any other man,
God had given to the people. Having shown
him this land, Jehovah tells him that his oath

to be fulfilled, and repeats what was said with
reprehension so many years before, I have
caused thee to sce it with thine eyes, but thou
shalt not go over thither,

IL. GOD TAKES AWAY HIS WORKMAN,

5-8. Moses the servant of the Lord [“Jeho-
vah"]. A higher title no man ever carried.
Dicd there in the land of Moab, according to
the word of the Lord [“Jehovah”]. This is
literally “at the mouth of the Lord,” and as the
rabbins interpret it, “by a kiss of the Lord;"
as that noble Jewish writer Maimonides ex-
presses it, “he died in a moment of holiest joy
in the knowledge and love of the Lord.” Doubt-
less this is all true, but the phrase itself simply
menns by Jehovah's command. Jonathan Ed-
wards in his notes on the Bible says that God
ordered that Aaron and Moses should go up to
the tops of mountains to die to signify that
the death of holy men is but an entrance into a
heavenly state. He buried him in a [“the”]
valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-
peor: but no man knoweth of his sepulcher unto
this day. The resting place of Moses is prob-
ably in some depression in the Pisgah range
close to Nebo. The Jewish rabbins taught that
he retired into a cavern to die and there re-
mained. Dean Stanley has much to say on the
providential obliteration of the holy places of
Palestine, and regards this as the first instance
of it on record. God has safeguarded these
places against their elevation to a sanctity
which might endanger the real holiness of their
history and religion which they serve to com-
memorate. The brazen serpent became Nehush-
tan; what might the tomb of Moses have been
if it had been discovered? Moses was an hun-
dred and twenty years old when he died. The
division of his life into three periods of forty
years each will come familiarly to our minds.
His eye was not dim, nor his natural force
abated. God had given to this man of excep
tional spiritual endowments an exceptional in-
tellectual acumen, and an exceptional physical
framework. The Hebrew might be rendered,
“the juices of his body were not dry.” He lived
in fresh physical vigor. The children of Israel
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wept for Moscs in the plains of Moab thirty
days. It has been pointed out that the mourn-
ing and weeping for a month arose really from
faith. Moses was not, God took him, but Israel
had only Moses's word for it that he was to
die with God and be buried by him.

11, GOD CARRIES ON HIS WORK,

9. God had already chosen Moses' successor,
Joshua the son of Nun, the sturdy Ephraimite
warrior, the “spy,” the assistant and counselor
of Moses, was known to all men to be full of
the spirit of wisdom. He was the “logical” suc-
cessor. His military and governmental ability
were recognized. Ilis diligence and fidelity had
been shown in his long career of service. One
remembers our Lord's maxim, him that
hath shall be given.” Moses had laid his hands
upon him. He had long before become specially
set apart for his work. The children of Isracl
hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord
[“Jehovah™] commanded Moses., One is almost
disposed to say that they hearkened unto him
more readily than they did unto Moses, hut con-
ditions were so different that no fair compari-
son can well be made,

HOMILETICAL AND

The death of Moses, like the death of the
Uhrist, was a stately and awful spectacle, He
knew as he ascended to the top of Pisgah that
he was going there to die, as distinctly as our
Saviour knew of his death beforehand. The
people also knew it, having much the same
sense of confused awe and sorrow that the dis-
ciples felt at the approach of the crucifixion.
The pronouncement by Moses of that final pro-
phetic and patriarchal blessing (chap. 83) was
to them a sure sign. Tis death was timely,
God had fixed the time by a divine command.
Moses must depart that the terrible majesty of
his character might diffuse its impression over
the whole people. They needed this impress
to achieve the heroic conquest of Canaan and
establish their national life, This could not be
80 long as he was with them familiarly. So
Jesus says of his own death, though in a higher
sense, “If I ge not, the Comforter will not
come.” Besides, if after the last forty years
of Moses’s life he had become a mere captain
it would have been in the nature of an anti-
climax. The death of Moses, like the death of
Christ, was in the unabated vigor of manhood.

The death of Moses, like that of Christ, was
in obedience to a divine command (chap. 82.
49.750). It was deliberate and contrived. Our
Lord says, “I lay down my life of myself, and I
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.
IV, GOD'S WORKMAN BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH,
10-12. The good man never dies. Moses has
ruled Israel from his grave through all the
centuries since. There arose not [“hath not
arisen”] a prophet since in Isracl like unto
Moses. Nor in all the world has there been any
career which could readily he brought to mind
in comparison with that of Moses. Whom the
Lord [*Jehovah ] knew face to face, Tlere was
the secret of his power. The signs and the won
ders, which the Lord [“Jehovah™]| sent him 19
do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all
his servants, and to all his land, form the most
thrilling part of the Old Testament history. It
was as the Lord's messenger that Moses pursued
his career, and his mighty hand, his influence
over all about him, friends and foes alike, is,
as we have seen, recognized to-day. True great-
ness lies in power of near approach to God,
communing with him, “knowing him face to
face,” in doing great work for God (and the
humblest work becomes great work when done
for Jehovah), and in spiritual power exerted
through God acting in and through us. (Orr.)
To secure such greatness is within the reach of
the humblest pupil in our schools,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

take it again. This commandment 1 have re-
ceived of my Father.” Again, the death of
Christ is the condemnation of the world. The
death of Moses, though in a far lower sense, is
not less truly so. Eighty years before Moses
had rejected the world in rej ting the splendid
and elaborate civilization of Egypt at its acme.
This choice shaped his whole life (Heb. 11.
24-26), and his willing death at God's command
completes that choice and that condemnation
of the world. The tomb of both Moses and
Christ were hidden and remain so,

The only other death in human history that
men have consented to compare with Christ’s
even by contrast is that of Socrates. It is a
thrilling history as told by Plato and Xenophon.
Socrates died for a doctrine of life that the pur-
suit of truth is the highest good. Moses died
for truth as a divine command and the founda~
tion of national and personal righteousness,
Christ died for every man, and for all men on
the ground of their humanity. Yet Socrates and
Moses both died on account of their own sins.
The Saviour was without sin. This fact, from
the rational point of view, aside from revela-
tion, puts an infinite distance between their
deaths and his.

Verses 1-3. Pisgah. North-northeast of the
Dead Sea and three and a half thousand feet
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.
high. With the snow-covered mountain at his
feet, and an oriental sun above, the scene be-
fore Moses was grand in the extreme. Moses
looked westward, whither “the course of empire
takes its way.” Before him was the magnifi-
cent Jericho surrounded with its famous palm
groves. To his left across the sea was the
splendid city of Zoar. Looking between these
two, he saw the mountains about Jerusalem,
with Judah’s plains beyond, and Hebron, where
Isaac had settled to the quiet, almost supine
life that prepared such trouble for his age. A
little to the right, yet well in the foreground,
was Bethel, where Abraham, four hundred
years earlier, and Jacob rested and received the
covenant promise now to be fulfilled. Far to
the northwest, against “the wine-dark” Mediter-
ranean, stood Mount Carmel, made famous by
the mighty prophet Elijah, who with himself
was to visit Christ at his transfiguration; and
still farther, nearly due north, Hermon, the
scene of the transfiguration, the highest summit
of the Lebanon mountains, so like the Pisgah
where he now stood. Consider this moment
for Moses. Ile was about to enter the eternal
life, and the scene of his earthly immortality
lay before him in splendid panorama. His hun-
dred and twenty wonderful years were more
than explained; they were illuminated by a
light that far outshone the sun-crowned moun-
tain covered with snow.

4. With all the famous transparence of that
at here and the u d light of Moses
it might well have required a miracle if the
sight should be a satisfaction to a mind like
Moses’s, or a recompense for heing prohibited
to go over. He had need to observe the quali-
ties of the soil and streams, the strategic situa-
tions of the landscapes, to guess what popula-
tion it would support, and to see also the cities
minutely, with some indications of the luxury
and weakness of its defenders, Thou shalt not
go over thither. The reason (chap. 82, 51) is,
“Because ye trespassed against me among the
children of Israel at the waters of Meribah-
Kadesh, because ye sanctified me not.” Having
assumed honors in the sight of the people which
belonged to God, Moses must by his death make
public confession and restitution. Moses's in-
fluence wae vastly increased by his death, but
it was seen that his true power lay in obedience,
God’s jealousy for his own honor is absolute
unselfishness, as he alone can save. The com-
pleteness of the divine forgiveness is shown in
that God gave to Moses his two chief desires,
to behold his glory and to enter the land, at
Christ’s transfiguration.

[Sept. 21,

5. The Lord. The name written originally
Iahwe was changed by the scribes out of rever.
ence, because the sacred name became confused
in the minds of the people by their idolatries.
To be his servant was the highest honor. Isaiah
calls the Messiah “God’'s righteous servant.”
Jesus gives his disciples the higher name of
friends, indicating the completeness of the reve-
lation, because, he said, “the servant knoweth
not what his lord doeth” (John 15. 15). Died,
according to the word of the Lord., The trans-
lation of Jonathan Ben Uzziel, “at the kiss of
the word of Jehovah,” indicates that God's
righteous sentence against our sin is our great-
est possible good. The prisorer, the judge, and
the executor of the law stood before Israel as
an assembled court,

6. God's burial of Moses is spoken of as an
added honor. That Moses's grave was unknown
because he was early translated from it many
believe, from Jude, verse 7, and from the event
at Christ's transfiguration. Ancient heroes
among the Persians and Romans became gods,
and their graves shrines, This was not the
case with the Jews, who show little tendency to
hero worship, and none to such ancestor wor-
ship as prevails among the Chinese. Abraham
was “our father Abraham,” and Joshua never
higher than “Joshua the son of Nun.” Yet it
is probably fortunate that the grave of Moses
and of the Saviour are unknown,

7. Moses died not from the infirmities of age,
but because he was prepared for heaven and
heaven was waiting for him.

8=10. Joshua, one of the two brave spies, will
be treated in succeeding lessons. It is supposed
(Dr. Clark, et al.) that this last chapter of
Deuteronomy was written by him and was
originally the first chapter of the book of
Joshua. Others lean to the opinion that it was
written by a still later inspired writer. The
spirit of wisdom was executive ability. e was
too wise to counterwork Moses's influence, and
wise enough to use it. Under him Israel “did
as the Lord commanded Moses.” Whom the
Lord knew face to face. An Oxford poet, repre-
senting present-day agnosticism, in dissent from
the worship and creeds of Christendom, drapes
the idea of God in a mist as follows:

“Be well assured 'tis but profanely bold
In thought’s abstractest forms to seem to see;
We dare not dare the dread communion hold
In ways unworthy Thee.”

But of Moses it is said (Exod. 33, 11), “The
Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man
speaketh unto his friend.” It is his distinction
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that by divine providence he is the supreme
lawgiver of the race, that he founded a litera-
ture the most powerful in the whole history of
literature, and a nation that lasted for fourteen
centuries and still endures as a distinct race
with great influence,

11. In signs and wonders the Lord sent him
to do. The laws of nature are necessary to
comprehend the significance of miraculous sight.
The laws confirm and establish human reason,
and che miracle being a suspension of those
laws becomes then a manifest sign of divine
authority. The history of revelation shows only
in the days and works of Christ a cluster of so
many of these signs as Moses wrought,

12. That mighty hand. Moses's obedience
was the secret of his mighty hand., The only
more obedient one claimed “all power in heaven
and in earth.” In the sight of all Isracl, Pub-
licity is a great trial to a sensitive soul. Moses
shrank from it (Exod. 8. 11), yet it was a
necessary condition to his great and continued
influence,

TRUTHS IN DIVINE FORGIVENESS,

1. The inevitable consequences of our mis-
takes we suffer. Every sinful act is a mistake,
It may be much besides, but it is quite surely
a mistake, and to this element of it forgiveness
does not apply. God's forgiveness takes away
sin and its penalties, Yet, though we suffer
the consequences of our mistakes, the blessing
and splendor of Moses's death shows that the
forgiveness of God is an infinite recompense for
a finite suffering.

2. We ought to be most thankful still to see
the spiritual Canaans from whick we shut our-
selves out. God allows us this mercy. It would
be the death of all moral sensibility to lose the
sight, to forget and cease to desire the good. It
is difficult to conceive a more dreadful fate than
this would be. Browning’s Rabbi Ben Ezra
says:

“That which I strove to be,
And was not, comforts me.”

3. Public robbery must have a public restitu-
tion and repentance. The laws according to
which order is conserved among large groups
of intelligent creatures cannot be escaped.
There will come a time when ambitions men,
robbers of the people, will undo the work of
their whole toilsome lives in the presence of the
world, and be thankful if God will allow it.

4. A man who would exercise power over men
must exhibit the sources of his power. He who
would give moral law to men must show his
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authority. The Lord and the people are wisely
Jjealous of the man who assumes that the author-
ity for law or forgiveness lies in himself,

Thoughts for Young People.
COMMUNION WITH GOD 18 THE SECRET OF REAL
POWER,

Leaving out of view our Lord Jesus Christ,
there is no man who has left so deeply the im-
press of his character upon the world as the
Jewish legislator. The secret of it is—he was
a “man of God.”

1. Communion with God is the highest ad-
vantage man can enjoy. If the friendly influ-
ence of a good man can find its way to intellect
and conscience and feeling, how much more can
the influence and energy of God! He invites
us to the closest friendship—welcomes us to
fullest intimacy. The words of Jesus Christ
suffice to allay all doubt, “If any man love
me, he will keep my words: and my Father
will love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him.” “The fellow-
ship of the Holy Ghost” is our special privilege,
To us “the Spirit of truth” is given, And
“truly our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Christ.”

2. Communion with God produces real great-
ness of character. As a result of the intimacy
between God and Moses, we read, “There arose
not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses.”
Intercourse with God purifies every feeling, ele-
vates every aspiration, energizes every sterling
principle, ennobles the whole man. We grow
up into his image; we gradually find that this
is our proper destiny—*"to be conformed to the
image of his Son.”

3. Communion with God gives us power over -
nature and over men. Tt is admitted by scien-
tists that the human will is the greatest force
known, save the power of God. Now, fellowship
with God strengthens that will. To his chosen
friends God conveys new power. On man was
originally bestowed complete dominion over na-
ture; and this prerogative is to be restored
through the man Christ Jesus. Thus the prodi-
gies wrought by Moses are declared to be signs
—symbols of the greater things yet to be
achieved. Our Lord has taught us that true
faith can overturn the mountains. The pos-
sessor of faith is predicted to outstrip even
Christ in mighty deeds. (Davies.) This truth
has been most abundantly and variously illus-
trated by the biographies of eminent Christians
in all lands and centuries. God is the one
source of power.




Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
PRELIMINARY.

Prepare for each member of the class a dia-
gram of a monument something like the one
indicated below, but at first have nothing
princed thereon.

PLACES,
. Take a map of the promised land and point
« tue various places mentioned in verse 1:
plains of Moab, the mountain of Nebo,
ih, Jericho, Gilead, Dan; and in like man-
he places mentioned in verses 2, 3, and 6.
Faypt. Recall the account of the bondage
rael in Egypt, the exodus therefrom, and
Moses had led the people to the promised

PERSONS,
Moses.
The Patriarchs. TRecall the review sug-
d in the HINTS on the last lesson. Teach
~ithe people of ‘God got their name from the
1 of these—Jacoh, called Israel.
). Joshua. Tell the pupils that we are to
ly about him during the next quarter.
L. Pharaoh. See “Hint” in connection with
evpt.”  Ask the class to tell what they know
o out the ruler of Egypt.

PICTURES,

Our pictures will deal with Moses, whose like-
ness we purpose presenting from as many dif-
ferent standpoints as possible. Give one mem-
ber of the class a sheet of yaper, toward the
left-hand margin of which are printed the words
found on the main panel of the monument be-
low. Spaces should be left between the words.

* Ask: How many have memorized Mrs, Alex-

ander's poem. Have portions of it recited.
Then ask for the various traits of Moses's char-
acter, and, as they are given, have the class
determine whether they were exhibited by Moses
as a teacher, a prophet, a general, or in what
capacity,  As these various characteristics are
given and recognized as really belonging to
Moses let the one having the sheet write them
a’ter the word to which they properly belong.

After speaking of the varions characteristics
rive the pupils the paper on which is diagramed
the outline of the monument, and, imitating the
teacher who prints on his sheet what they are to
put on theirs, beginning at the bottom, have
them fill in so that the monument when com-
pleted will look like this:*

* For these various characterizations of Moses we are
indebted to Dr, Peloubet,
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PRACTICAL APPLICATION,

Take the pu,ils in imagination back to the
time when Moses felt himself inadequate to the
task which God wished him to undertake. Have
some one read alond Exod. 3. 11, 12, Ask:
How was it that Moses became what he was
and accomplished so much? The answer will
probably be: Because God was with him.
Teach that God wants to be with us, if we will
allow him. Prove this by reference to such
names as Joshua, Daniel, Paul, Luther, Wesley,
Moody, and others that the teacher may recall,
Then ask: Do you want to be used mightily by
God? If o, hear and heed God as he speaks
by his word, his Spirit, his servants, his provi-
dence. Show that the one who is really living
as God wants him to is ready to die as Moses
died.

Finally, have all print:

LORD, HELP ME TO BE

READY FOR DEATTH,

PREPARATION FOR NEXT SUNDAY,

Ask the pupils to read and reread during the
week the practical applications- which they
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printed on the various Sundays of the quarter,
and to memorize the title and Golden Text of
each lesson. See note at end of Hints for Les-
son IX.

By Way of Illustration,

Legend about the death of Moses, When
Moses reached the top of Mount Nebo he saw
three men digging a grave. “For whom do you
dig this grave?’ he asked. They answered,
“For a man whom God will call to be with him
in paradise.” Moses asked leave to help in
digging the grave of such a holy man. When it
was finished he asked, “Have you taken the
measure of this man?” “No. But he was of
thy size ; lie down in it.,” Moses did 50, The three
men were the three angels, Michael, Gabriel,
and Sagaagel. They stood one on each side and
one at the foot, while the glory of the Lord ap-
peared above his head. And the Lord said,
“Close thine eyelids.” And the Lord said,
“Precious soul, for a hundred and twenty years
thou hast inhabited this body of dust. But now,
come to paradise.,” And the soul answered with
trembling, “I have lived ro long in this body I
have not the courage to leave it.” Then God
bent over the face of Moses, and the soul
leaped up in joy and went home with God.—
Cunningham Geikie,

Moses’s visions. The visions that came to
Moses after death were greater than the won-
derful visions just before his death, Iave you
thought how the sun hides things and eclipses
things? When the sun goes down we ean gaze
far off into the measureless depths of space and
see great and glovious worlds much greater than
our sun. 8o when the sun of this life shall go
down, what surprises, what outlooks, what dis-
closures, what songs, what progress, what re-
unions, what freedom from diseased and cum-
bersome bodies will be ours !—1V, W. Runyan,

Verse 8. The Duke of Argyle, speaking of
King Edward’s coronation in the Youth’s Com-
panion, said: ““For both kings and presidents,
the real crown is the love of the people; the
real anointing is the love of God; the real scep-
ter is the respect of those of their day; the
real orb of empire is the verdict of history on
their life and times.”

Verses 9-12, Moses dies, but wisdom does not
die with him. God has Joshuas always in re-
serve.  Eleazar took up Aaron’s work : Samuel
took up Eli's; Elisha took up Elijah’s; Stephen
died, but Saul became Paul. The inscription
on the Wesley memorial in Westminster Abhey
is, “God buries the worker, but carries on the
work.” Said Garfield in a famous address made

to quiet the people of New York on reception
of the news of Lincoln's assassination, “God
reigns, and the government at Washington still
lives.”

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

“So Moses the servant of the Lord died there
in the land of Moab, according to the word of
the Lord. And he buried him in a valley; but
no man knoweth of his sepulcher unto this day.”
It was a fitting passing of a kingly soul to wear
the victor's crown. Beth-peor was not the place
of defeat. I cannot think the man whose last
words were a song of victory was disappointed
when the Lord showed him all the land of
Gilead unto Dan, and at the same moment
opened before him that fairer country of which
Canaan was the imperfect type. He had car-
ried to completion his difficult life-mission.
Long, wearisome, full of trying experiences the
wilderness journey had been; but Moses had
learned there the soul's sweetest lessons.  [ITe
had learned to obey, to believe, and to talk with
God face to face as one talks with a friend. It
would seem, looking not beyond present gain,
that he should have been rewarded with the
honor of leading the people he had brought thus
far victoriously over Jordan, But God had
better things for his servant—not Canaan with
its struggles and failures, but heaven with its
triumphs and peace.

How often we say it is strange God calls his
useful people from this world just when they
seem ready to accomplish the most in life. Let
us remember Moses, the servant of the Lord,
His death was not an accident, nor because his
powers had waned; it was according to the
word of the Lord. “Precious in the sight of the
Lord is the death of his saints.” To lay down
work at his call is not failure. To enter the
fellowship and activities of heaven is hetter
than to share the goodliest fruits of any earthly
Canaan.  And if it really was a disappoint-
ment not to go over into the promised land God
made up even that to him, for “Ile will fulfill
the desire of them that fear him.”

“Of heaven's bliss is naught more
told us
Than these few words, ‘T shall be satisfied.” ?*

wondrous

On the mountain of transfiguration, in Judea.
Moses stood and talked with Jesus of that great
sacrifice at Jerusalem, understanding after ages
of heaven's scholarship, as he conld not underp-
stand when he saw the promised land from Pis-
enh, the higher, hroader, deeper plans of God
for him and for the chosen people. Let us be




- Heth and Moab.

patient; let us wait. When God takes from us
one whose presence here seems most necessary,
and whose loss is grievous to ourselves and to
some good work in the world, let us remember
how Moses in a great emergency went away
according to the word of the Lord, and let us
wait for our mount of transfiguration, where
in heaven's clear air what once were sighs of
sorrow will be songs of praise.

“O lonely tomb in Moab's land!
O dark Beth-peor's hill!

Speak to these curious hearts of ours,
And teach them to le still.

God hath his mysteries of grace,
Ways that we cannot tell ;

And hides them deep like the secret sleep
Of him he loved s, well.”

The Teachers’ Meeting,

Compare the Outlines for this lesson given
in our various Lesson Helps. They are to
be found on pages G46, G47. 1. A Charm-
ing Prospect, verses 1-4. 1. The clear eye
that saw it, the eye of an artist, the eye
of a poet, the eye of a prophet. 2. The sum-
mit from which it was seen—Nebo, and the
summits in sight—DMoriah, Ebal, Gerizim, Car-
mel, Hermon, ete. 8. The guide who explained
the prospect. The memories that sweetened it,
‘The hopes that were satisfied by it. The faith
that sanctified it. II. A Dying Saint, verses
5-7. Dying before entrance to Palestine. By
his death now the people learned, 1. The justice,
truthfulness, and firmness of God; 2, That
God’s work does not depend on any one man;
8. That a good man's influence outlasts death,
III. A Weeping People, verse 8, IV. A Worthy
Successor, verse 9. Joshua had faith (Num, 14,
6-9) ; experience (Exod. 17. 8-13) ; had been
intimately associated with Moses (Exod. 24,

- 13); was called of God to this succession

(Num. 27. 18-23) ; his career was successful
(Josh, 24. 31). V. A Beautiful Memorial,
verses 10-12. One wonders who wrote these
verses; perhaps Joshua himself.” Show how
true they are....Compare Joshua with Jesus,

Library References,
THE DEATH oF Moses.—Rawlinson, Moses,
chap. xvi. Taylor, Moses the Lawgiver, pages
. Campbell, Across the Desert, page 338,
Ker, Day Dawn and the Rain, page 184,
MoAB.—Tristram, Land of Moab., Conder,
Doughty, Arabia Deserta,
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chap. i. Palmer, Desert of the Ezodus, chap,
xxiv. Smith, Historical Geography of the Holy
Land, chap. xxvi,

l'lsuAu.—\\'ilﬂon, In Seripture Lands, page
131. Palmer, Desert of the Ezodus, pages 431,
433. Smith, Historical Geography of the Holy
Land, page 562, McGarvey, Lands of the Bible,
page 372, Stanley, Sinai and Palestine, pages
130, 204, Tristram, Land of Israel, page 535,
Bibliotheca Sacra, 1876, page 133.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 1.—T'he Homilist, vol. ii, page 265.

Verse 4.—McCosh, Gospel Sermons, page 297,
The Homiletic Monthly, vol. v, page 697.

Verse 5, —The Homiletic Monthly, vol. vi,
page 93. The Homiletic Review, vol, XXXVi,
page 65. Brooke, Old Testament and Modern
Life, page 157.

Verse 6.—The Homiletic Monthly, vol. vii,
page 573,
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Moses is recorded as the first leader who
governed a great multitude by moral jower
alone, and when we consider the oppressed and
undisciplined state of the people whom he
brought forth from their long servitude in
Egypt we marvel at his generalship. But we
know it was due to the special direction of God,
and by the impartation of his power to his
faithful servant, by which so much was accom-
plished. Closing this chapter, which completes
the history he has given us of God's dealings
with men from creation to his own day, we are
grateful that such a man lived, feeling that
his life has enriched us as well ag Israel.

Coloring.—Mountain, light brown ; groups of
words, alternate red and purple, relieved in yel-
low or white,
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Sept. 28.]
THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW,

September 28,

Golden Text,
Thou shalt remember the Lord thy God.
Deut. 8, 18,
Home Readings,
M. The Giving of Manna: Exod. 16. 1-15,
Tu. The Commandments. Exod, 20, 1-17,
W. Worshiping the Golden Calf., Exod, 32. -4,
Th. The Tabernacle, Exod. 40, 17-88,
F. Journeying toward Canaan, Num, 10. 11-18,
20-36,
&. Report of the Spies, Num, 18, 25-14. 4,
8. The Brazen Serpent, Num. 21, 1-9,

Lesson Hymans,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 225,
Weary pilgrim on life’s pathway,
Struggling on beneath thy load,
Hear these words of consolation,—
““Cast thy burden on the Lord.”

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 415,
Standing on the promises of Christ my King,
Through eternal ages let his praises ring ;
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing,
Standing on the promises of God.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 224,
My faith looks up to thee,

Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Saviour divine,
' - ~wmans A
Review Scheme for Senior and Intermediate
Scholars.

A. God's Good Gifts—Thrce Lessons, I, 1,
111,

B. Good and Evil Worship—Three Lessons,
V.V, VL

C. Going Forward—Two Lessons, VII, VIII.

D. Gazing toward Jesus—Four Lessons, IX,
X, XI, XII.
LessoN I, Bread for Physical Life.

How were the Israelites fed in the wilder-
ness? How often and when did they gather
it? What about food for the Sabbath day?
What did they call the food? What flesh
did they eat?

LessoN II. Law to Live with 7od.

Who brought God's law to *Israel? How
many tables of the law? What did the first
table enjoin? How many commandments
on it? What do thcy require in each case?

LessoN I Law to Live with Man.

How many commandments on the second

table? What does the fifth require? What
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rights of man in six, seven, eight, and nine?
To what does the tenth extend? What is
it that keeps all?

GoD'S PROVIDENCE. “In him we live, and
move, and have our being.” “Frem him cometh
every good and perfect gift.” He gives daily
blessings, he gives day by day, “a day's portion
every day.” Hence we pray to him. “Give us
this day our daily bread.” He can supply all
our need,

Lesson 1V, Worship Idolatrous.

Where were the Israelites now encamped ?
Where was Moses at this time? What did
the people propose to Aaron? What idol
did he form? What occurred when Moses
returned ?

Lessox V, Worship in the Tabernacle.

In what building did they worship?
some of its furniture, Who was its chief
minister? What great building took its
place in Solomon's time? Where were the
commandments kept ?

Lesson VI, Worship in Drunkenness.

What four sons had Aaron? Which of these
went drunk into the tabernacle? What
punishment followed? What was Aaron
forbidden to do about it? Where then is it
wrong to get drunk now ? 3

THE INSTINCT OF WORSIIP PERSISTS, THOUGH
IT MAY BECOME PERVERTED. Humanity natu-
rally worships, but there is a tendency to de-
generate. Man left to himself tends to reli-
gious degeneracy, and so constantly needs
divine intervention. Religious elevation is not °
80 much a human evolution as it is a divine
inspiration,

Lesson VIL The Lord Leading.

In what form did God appear to Israel?
What was it by night? What was the
signal for starting? Where did they start
from this time? Where did they encamp?

Lessox VIIL The Land Looked Upon.

Who went ahead into Canaan? What was
their purpose in going? Who of these are
best known? What did the other ten re-
port? How did the people receive it?

Gon's PEOPLE SHOULD START EVERY DAY with
prayer and with the courage that comes from
perfect faith in God's purpose and power.
LessoN IX. The Serpent Saviour.

For what were the people terribly punished?
Against whom did they really complain?
What wicked thing did they say about the
sweet manna? How were they to be saved?
What must they do to be saved?

Lesson X. The Prophet Lord,
What is the real meaning of prophet? What

Name




other meaning do we give it? Who is the
greatest Old Testament prophet? What
other Prophet does he foreshadow? In
what are Moses and Jesus alike?

LessoN XI1. The Deeper Law.

What law is deeper than the cor mandments?
How does it sum them up? How did Jesus
deepen the law? What does ! oses set be-
fore the people? Should everyone choose
to-day ?

LessoN XII. The Death of Moses.

What was the age of Moses? Why was he
not feeble? What three periods in his life?
What view of the land was given to him?
Where was he taken then?

THE BRAZEN SERPENT IS A SYMBOL OF CHRIST.
Jesus said, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man
be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.” Those
who look to Christ shall be saved from sin and
eternal death, The condition is the look of
faith,

p

‘Teaching Hints for Intermediate Scholars,
PRELIMINARY,

In reviewing we will follow the general out-
line used in teaching during the quarter. The
success of the review will depend for the most
part on the mastery which the reviewer has over
himself and over the lessons, and upon his abil-
ity to ask questions upon those points in which
the pupils have received instruction and with
which they are familiar, A review is not some-
thing new, but a looking again upon those
things that have already been viewed. Variety
and novelty in methods will help the review.

PLACES,

On an outline map drawn on the blackboard
or on a large sheet of paper, so that it can be
seen by all the members of the school, quickly
trace the journey of the Israelites as we have
marched with them during the quarter. But
little time should be spent on this exercise.

PERSONS.

We have had to do with many persons dur-
ing the quarter, but as our time is limited we
cahnot even mention all about whom we have
studied. Let us, therefore, dwell chiefly upon
Moses and his acts. It is quite the vogue now-
adays to erect arches to the memory of those
whom we wish to honor. The reviewer may
draw or have drawn on the blackboard or on
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a large sheet of paper a copy of this arch (at
first there should be no printing thereon).

v N
l k:
B v 4
L MOSES |
K 1
1 J
PANNA SPIEd
+y 3
MENTS SERPENT
T
CaLr 10
el
TABER
NACLE 1"
% emeen
AncE M
7
CANAAN OFAH
ExXODUS NUMBERD|
LEVITICUS \ 7

With the diagram of the arch exposed ask
the following questions :

1. From what books of the Bible are the les-
sons of this quarter taken?

2. What are the names of the first five books
of the Bible?

3. What is the meaning of each of their
names?

While the answers are being given have some
one print the names of the four books at the
bases of the columns as indicated above,

Have printed the word *“Moses” across the
top of the arch, and question concerning his
character,

T
LORD'GIVE US OUR

DAILY BREAD

FOR BODY AND FOR SPIRIT |

l

2
LORD JESVS'HELP ME TO

LLOVE GOD

WITH MY WHOLE HEART

3
LORD JESVS! HELP ME TO

LLOVE MY NEIGHBOR

AS MYSELF

|
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4 él
LORD 1 WILL HAVE, LORD! HELP ME TO BE
BUT THEE BY LIVING A8 MoOsES LIVED
< PICTURES,
I WILL REGUL.ARLY ATTEND One at a time bave printed on the columns
T[_‘ C/ Cl_l the words as indicated, and by rapid questions
have pictured the chief events suggested by each
TO WORSAIP GOD word.
For example, the word “Manna” recalls the
first lesson, and the pictures connected therewith,
5 The word “Temperance” recalls the temperance
| WILL NOT BE SUCH A lesson. 8o, (ke other words recall the lessons -
FOOL for which they stand,
AS TO EXCHAANGE My
o S PRACTICAL APPLICATION,
hasd After the pictures for each lesson have been
INAASE;\‘VEN drawn ask for the practical truth to be remem-
— Ve bered. Accept all answers given, and then
| ask print on the board or expose one at a time the
: : 2 thoughts already printed on sheets of paper,
i LORD! LEAD ME TO THE a» follows ;
HEAVEN ]AY CANAAN Note: If the review is conducted in the class
books the teacher may use a piece of cardboard or a
BY THINE OWN wAY silicate slate on which to print the arch and
their the practical applications, Before printing the
latter he should ask the pupils to show the out-
— A ) lines which they made on the various Sundays,
£ the LORD! HELP ME TO OVERCOME Ask each pupil to make a copy of Moses's
T/-\E GIANTS arch and te take it home for reference,
'
3 ‘]‘!" THAT STAND IN MY wAY
g LIS
Heart Talks on the Lesson,
—_— 3 Thou shalt remember, It is so easy to forget.
Wikl It is so blessed to remember all the way when
we believe in our very hearts that God has led
I_SOOK TO JE&V\S us. The trouble is we are too often afraid to
IN ORDER TO LIVE FOREVER take the comfort of believing it when we see
- | blunders and failures strewn all along the way,
But we may get encouragement from these
— - stiff-necked, complaining, ungrateful, unbeliey-
ing people with whom we have been journeying
bl the past quarter. They forgot God their Saviour,
W PROP“ET they murmured in their tents and hearkened
not unto the voice of the Lord: nevertheless he
- ! WILL REED HIM remembered for them his covenant, and he led {
them forth by the right way, We forget, but 1
— God re bers.  We go so far away that we
I \"Ill.bl '-SHOW cannot see him; but he sees us always. In the
) darkness of sin, or sorrow, or doubt, or fear, {5
v MY kOVE FOR GOD he never loses sight of one of his children. The i
J BY My OBEDIENCE wilderness journey was a constant exhibition * ;

of human weakness and folly, divine love and

A
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deliverance—just as is your life and mine. All
the way we are under training to “go in and
possess”’ the good things in store for us. The
sons and daughters of kings are strictly edu-
cated and disciplined with a view to Yitness for
wearing some day the crown, 8o God humbles
us and makes us suffer hunger—that is, he does
not grant us every wish nor satisfy us perfectly
with any earthly good-—so that we may learn
what is real life, eternal life, the “crown of life”
which those who have endured temptation and
trial wear. We may put mistakes, disappoint-
ments, and what seem to be failures in the
circle of that little word “all,” and trust God's
hand to lead us so that our tangled way will
be his “right way.” Every note played upon
the violin enters into the fiber of the wood and
affects its quality. An old violin is much valued.
So everything we read, or see, or touch, or think,
enters into the fabric of the mind; every experi-
ence enters into the character of this strange,
mysterious thing we call the soul.

To be practical, let us remember that it has
not “happened” that we have had the lessons
of this past quarter. It is a part of God's lead-
ing, and, if you will have it so, a long step for
you out of the wilderness of your sinful self
into spiritual possessions where you may eat
bread without scarceness, and not lack anything.
The heavenly manna—Christ our life. The
holy law—Christ our righteousness, A great
sin—Christ our intercessor. The altar of burnt
offering—Christ our sacrifice. The law of sin
agd death—Christ our freedom and life. Prog-
ress toward Canaan—Christ our way. Fruits
of Canaan—Christ in us the hope of glory. The
brazen serpent—the cross of Christ. The
Prophet like Moses—grace and tiuth by Jesus
Christ. Love and obedience—Christ made
known to the loving and obedient heart, The
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death of Moses—where Christ is there shall his
servants be also.

Let us remember all the way the Lord our God
has led us, to bring us into a good land—a land
of brooks of water, of foundations, and depths
that spring out of valleys and hills,

Blackboard,

n. T

I \‘!\
I | &
J]I]I Vim

R

ND INFTSPiTv-
l“ RIS LOVEHA& REDEEI’\ED;HEM

The two tables of stone are here hung as
gates forbidding our entrance upon certain
grounds which“God has fenced from us by his
moral law. The gates are never under any cir-
cumstances opened, and he who would trespass
on these grounds must begin by breaking the
divine law. Israel violated the commandments
and again and again came under condemnation ;
but God in mercy had provided a means of
restoration to his favor, and “in his love and in
his pity he redeemed them.” ILet us measure,
in each lesson of the quarter, the life of the
Israelites by the law, noting where they kept
and where they failed to keep its precepts,

Coloring.—Gates and posts, cream; stones,
light brown, all outlined in black; wording,
white and dark blue.

REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

‘WHAT ABOUT. For Me.

No. TITLES. GoLpEN TEXTS.
L The G. of M. Give us this—
II. Thou shalt love—
1I1. Thou shalt love thy—
1v. Thou shalt have—
Y. Em.er into his—
VL Let u
VII. For my name’s—
VIIL R. of the 8. Blessed is that—
IX. The B. 8. And as Moses—
X. The P. L. M. This is of a truth—
XL L.and 0. G. For this is—
XII. The D. of M. The Lord spake—

Angels’ food. M{ dll(l}l‘y)‘l bread comes
Duties to God. Do I love God best
Duties to men, Do I love m nellhbnr”
Going wrong. Have T ol
Golng rlght. l hlve a church home.

rIp g God, a:l belongu to God.
Foll wlnu the cloud. He e
Spying out the land. ‘Where God lnds 1 will

not fear to go.
I may 100k to Jesus,

The same esterday, to-
day, and forever.
There is only one right

God ytakos care of the
caretakers,

The great cure,

The great Prophet,
Two ways.

The end of the journey.
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RESPONSIVE REVIEW SERVICE FOR THE THIRD QUARTER.

LESSON 1. Tue GiviNg or MANNA,

Superintendent. Then said the Lord unto Moses,
Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you;
and the people shall 80 out and gather a certain
rate every day. (Verse 4.)

Scholars, And it came to pass, that at even
the quails came up, and covered the camp: and
in the morning the dew lay round about the host.
And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold,
upon the face of the wilderness ther lay a small
round thing, as small as the hoarfrost on the
ground. (Verses 13, 14.)

Teachers. And when the children of Israel saw
It, they said one to another, 1. is manna : for they
wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them,
This Is the bread which the Lord hath given you
to eat. (Verse 15.)

All,  Give us this day our daily bread.

(Golden
Text.)

LessoN II. Tue Te
TO

Superintendent, Thou shalt have no other gods
before me. (Verse 3.)

Scholars. Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold
him guiitless that taketh his name in vain, (Versge
7.)

COMMANDMENTS—DUuTIES
Gob.

Teachers. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy
work : but the seventh day Is the sabbath of the
Lord thy God. (Verses 8-10.)

All.  Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart. (Golden Text.)

LessonN IIL  Tue Tex COMMANDMENTS—DuTIES
T0 MEN,

Superintendent, Honor thy father and thy moth-
er: l(l’l!t th dn)'n may be long upon the land which
the Lord tl{y God giveth thee. (Verse 12.)

Scholars. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not
rnn}l’plt adultery. Thou shalt not steal. (Verses
13-15.)

Teachers. Thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbor. Thou shalt not covet,
(Verses 16, 17.)

All. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,
(Golden Text.)

LessoN IV. WORSHIPING THE GOLDEN CavLr,

Superintendent. And when the ople saw that

Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the

athered themselves together unto Aaron

unto him, UP' make us gods which shali

0 before us; for as for this Moses, the man that

rought us up out of the land of gy?t, we wot
Dot what Is become of him. (Verse 1.

Scholars, And all the people brake off the golden
earrings which were In their ears, and brought
them unto Aaron. And he recelved them at their
hand, and fashioned it with a ,rnvln tool, after
he had made It a_ molten calf: an the{ sald,
These be thy 5od , O Israel, which brought thee up
out of the land of Egypt. (Verses 3, 4.?

Teachers, And Moses returned unto the Lord,

and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin,
and have made them gods of gold!  Yet now, if
thon wilt forgive their sin—; and if not, blot me,

pray thee t of /' book which thou hast
written.  (Verses 31, 32.)

All.  Thou shalt have no other gods before me,
(Golden Text,)

LESSON V. Tup TABERNACLE,

Superintendent, Thou shalt set up the taberna-
cle of the tent of the congregation. And thou
shalt put therein the ark of the testimony. And
thou shalt bring in the table, and set in order
the things that are to be set in order upon it;
and thou shalt bring in the candlestick, «nd light
the lamps thereof, (Verses 2-4,)

Scholars. And thou shalt set the altar of gold
for the incense before the ark of the testimony,
And thou shalt set the altar of the burnt offerin
before the door of the tabernacle. And thou shal
set the laver between the tent of the congregation
and the altar. (Verses 5-7.)

Teachers. And thou shalt take the anointing
oll, and anoint the tabernacle, and all that is
therein, and shalt hallow it, (Verse 0.)

All.  Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with pralse. (Golden Text,)

LESSON VL. NADAB AND ABInu,

Superintendent, And Nadab and Ablhu, the
sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and
put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and of-
ered strange fire before the Lord, which he com-
manded them not. (Verse 1.)

Scholars, And there went out fire from the
Lord and devoured them, and they died before the
Lord. (Verse 2.)

Teachers. And the Lord spake unto Aarom,
nnyln‘z, Do not drink wine nor utrung drink, thou,
nor thy sons with thee, (Verses 8, 9.)

All.  Let us watch and be sober. (Golden Text.)

LEssoN VILI.  JOURNEYING TOWARD CANAAN,

Superintendent. And they departed from the
mount of the Lord three days' journey: and the
ark of the covenant of the Lord ‘went before them
in the three days' emxrne to search out a resting
place for them.  (Verse 34.)

Scholars, And It came to pass, when the ark
set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, Lord, and
let thine enemies be scattered. (Verse 35.)

Teachers. And when it rested, he sald, Return,
gel).ord, unto the many thousands of Israel, (Verse

All. _For thy name's sake lead me, and guide
me. (Golden Text.)

LrssoN VIII. REPORT OF THE SpIps.

Superintendent. And Caleb , . , sald, Let us g
up at once, and possess It ; for we are well able :
overcome It. (Verse 30.) :
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Scholars. But the men that went ug with him
#ald, We be not able to go up against the people ;
tor fhey are stronger than we. And they brought
up an evil report of the land which they had
searched, nylnq, The land through which we have
gone to search It, Is a land that cateth up the in-

abitants thereof ; and all the people that we saw
in it are men of a great stature. (Verses 81, 32.)

Teachers, And all the children of Israel mur-
A mured against Moses and against Aaron: and the
£ whole congreﬁltlun sald unto them, Would God
g that we had died Jn the land of ldgypt! or would
o God we had died in this wilderness |

(Verse 2.)

All. Blessed Is that man that maketh the Lord
his trust. (Golden Text.)

LessoN IX. TuE BRAZEN SERPENT,

Superintendent. And the people spake agalnst

, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilder-
ness? (Verse b.)

Scholars, And the Lord sent flery serpents
among the people, and they bit the people; and
much people of Israel died. = (Verse 0.}”

Teachers. And the Lord sald unto Moses, Make
thee a flery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and It
shall come to pass, that every one that {8 bitten,
when he looketh upon it, shail live, (Verse 8.)

= All.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the

wllderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted
» = up: that whosoever believeth in him should not
% perish, but have eternal life, (Golden Text.)

Lesson X. Tur ProrHer Like Moses.

Superintendent, When thou art come into the
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou
shalt not learn to do after the abominations of
those nations. (Verse 9.)

Scholars. And the Lord sald, . .. I will raise

. them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like

b unto_thee, and will put my words in his mouth ;

E; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall com-
mand him, (Verses 17, 18.)

Teaolers. And it shall come to pass, that who-
soever will not hearken unto my words which he
ot shall speak in my name, I will require it of him,
P (Verse 19.)
All, 'This Is of a truth that ,ln‘rnnhet that should
come into the world. (Golden Text,)

LessoN XI. LOVING AND OBEYING Gob,

Superintendent. 1 command thee this day to
i love the Lord thy God, to walk In his ways, and to
M keep his commandments: ., ., and the Lord thy

Go‘f shall bless thee in the land whither thou
goest to possess it. (Verse 16.)

Scholars. But If thine heart turn away, . . .,
and worship other gods, . . . ye shall surely perish,
(Verses 17, 18.)

Teachers. 1 have set before you life and death,
2]903.1]12 and cursing : therefore choose life, (Verse

- ALl For this Is the love of God, that we keep
. his commandments. (Golden Text.)

SUNDAY SCHGOL BANNER,

LessoN XII. Tug DeATH oF Mosgs,

Superintendent. So Moses the servant of the
Lord died there In the land of Moab, accoraing to
the word of the Lord, (Verse 5.)

Scholars. And he burled him in a valley in the
land of Moab over against Beth»‘)eor: but no man
knoweth of his sepulcher unto this day. (Verse 6.)

Teachers, And there arose not a prophet since
In Israel like nnto Moses, whom the Lord knew
face to face, (Verse 10.)

All. The Lovd spake unto Moses face to face,
(Golden Text.)

Superintendent, What do we learn from Les-
son I?

First shaglu Voice. The miracle of the manna
showed God's equal care for all his people, but it
called for man’s cooperation,

Supt. Lesson II.
Second Ringle Voice, God's law was bullt upon
the memory of his loving-kindness,

Supt. Lesson III,

Third Single Voice. The second table s built
upon the first. If God Is to be revered and obeyed
gs x:hlfather, man-is to be cared for and loved as a

rother, .

Supt. Lesson 1V,

Fourth Single Voice. One of the Christian's chief
dutles Is to pray for others, Christ set the exam-
ple of intercessory prayer,

Supt. Lesson V.

Fifth Sln‘fle Voice. The tabernacle and its wor-
ship pointed to Christ our High Priest and to the
time when every Christian would becc ne a temple
of the Holy Spirit,

Supt, Lesson VI, .
Siath Single Voice. We need to consider how
great Is the sin of Irreverence,

Supt. Lesson VII.

Seventh Single Voice. God still iuldeu his peo-
ple: and as the Israelites did not now why the
cloud tarried or why it hurried on, so God's guid-
ing providence Is often mysterious, and we are
to obey because we trust him,

Supt. Lesson VIIL

Eighth Single Voice. Caleb was courageous be-
cause he knew that he was only the conducting
wire throuﬁn3 which the might of God would be
brought to bear upon his enemies,

Supt., Tesson IX,

Ninth Single Voice. The look of falth toward
the cross of Christ does actually and always heal
men of thelr sin,

Supt. Lesson X.

Tenth Bingle Voice, Obedlence 1s the test of
hearing. “Is the sermon done?’ was asked of one
returnfng from church, *“No, not yet,” was the
Snswer; “It Is preached, but it still remains to be

one."”

Supt. Lesson XI.

Bleventh Ningle Voice. The rellglous life of
many Is dead because they think of God as far off,
and forget that he is by their side, reading their
thoughts, hearing their ‘'words, and ready to help
carry their burdens. Jeremy Taylor sald, “Prac-
tice the presence of God!"

Supt. Lesson XII

Twelfth Single Voice. God glves us better views
than he gave Moses—the promises of the Bible, the
examples of Im{)py lives, the assurance of his pres-
ence, the certainty of heaven and eternal life,
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Primary Teachers' Department.

Primary Notes,

InTo the gloomy home of some poor little child
in your care you cannot take the glorious sun,
lut you can throw its light there, you can reflect
it.. We cannot in its completeness reproduce
among the children’s homes the life of Christ,
I'hat sun of righteousness is beyond us, We
can, though, reflect something of his beauty. Our
own individual life, words, acts, character, will
be the reflector. In homes of sorrow what a
jrivilege to let Christ’s sympathy shine out
through ours !

THAT the Cradle Roll fits in everywhere is
quite evident. A missionary teacher in a village
of Utah, where she lives and labors almost en-
tirely among Mormons, writes that in the Sun-
day school under her care she has all the vari-
ous departments of a large school, including a
liome Department of three members and a
Cradle Roll which numbers two! Primary
teachers who think they know somoething about
the “day of small things” please ohserve.

ARE you preparing for Rally Day? Possibly
your school does not observe it. If so, do not
you, primary teacher, fail to have some kind of
a welcoming service as the little ones return
from the summer outing. Possibly one or more
have gone into the unseen world during the
summer. Then take five minutes for a little
memorial service, making it bright with the
thought of the tender Shepherd’s love and care
—quite as real a thing there as here, and here
as there!

AT one such memorial service the mother
sent the tiny box in which her little boy had
kept his missionary coins. He was a strangely
quiet child, and his teacher had often wondered
if he understood the teaching even in part. The
mother's letter, which accompanied the box,
revealed the fact that the missionary lessons had
taken special hold upon his little mind and
heart, and that he had practiced real self-denial
in giving up his scarce coins for “the poor little
children who didn’t know about Jesus.”

TEACHER, are you making use of the beauti-
ful pictures—Perry or otherwise—which may
be purchased for one cent and upward? You
wonld find them helpful in many directions,

Some teachers keep a few of the choice subjects
on hand to use as rewards for good behavior,
promptness, ete., and find that the children are
delighted to be able to carry them home. Now
and then some sweet testimony comes to cheer
the heart of the teacher, from a poor home per-
haps, telling of the rilent evangelism going on
through the medium of the speaking picture.
This is one of many ways in which the ear-
nest teacher may stretch out the tentacles of
her love and faith into the homes of the little
ones, —

An Unknown Tongue.

A PRIMARY teacher widely known, a kinder-
gartner and lesson writer of note, was to speak
at a State convention. The mother of a little
girl was obliged to take the child with her or
remain at home herself. She told the little one
that the lady who was to speak loved little chil-
dren and was to speak about them. The small
maiden settled herself soberly to listen with
pleased expectation. But presently she turned
with puzzled face and the whispered question,
“Is she talking English?"

Now this beloved and wise worker was not in
the least at fault in this instance. She was
talking especially to teachers, and was unaware
of a child's presence in the house. She was
giving the theory and practice of primary in-
struction to grown-ups. The incident only illus-
trates a point. It shows that the speech of
grown-ups is actually an unknown tongue to
little children. The mature language is as be-
wildering to them as Greek or Choctaw might
be to older ones, except for a familiar word now
and then, perhaps only adding to childish per-
plexity.

We need to remind ourselves constantly of the
danger of talking over the heads of the little
ones, and should think down to their level in
order to speak to them there. Let us seek from
the Holy Spirit the gift of tongues, the gift of
child-speech that shall reach the child-heart.

We should guard also against confusion aris-
ing from words with double meaning. “What
is it to watch?” asked a teacher. “It is some-
thing that tells time,” was the confident answer,

A little boy, hearing the story of the trans-
figuration, got the idea from the last part of
the word tabernacles, that Peter was busy
“making nickels.” Tt was long before the puz-




gled narrator could find out where the im-
pression came from.

What unrelaxing vigilance it needs to guard
against all these possibilities of mistake and
false impression! Surely we need to learn of
Him who once was a little child, JOILJ,

The Primary Superintendent’s Aims with Refer-
ence to the Assistants,

T TNk we will all agree that the wise and
most successful superintendent, after eavefully
selecting those whom she wishes to assist her,
will aim first to win their confidence and secure
their hearty cooperation, This may be done by
sympathizing with them kindly, talking with
them earnestly, overlooking their deficiencies
patiently, leading them wisely, aud loving them
heartily, In short, she will make them feel that
they can help her and that she needs their help ;
that each one needs the help of all the others,
and that all must work together in order to ob-
tain the best results from their efforts. She
will be at all times, when in the presence of her
assistants, wide-awake, enthusiasde, self-con-
trolled, cheerful, earnest, and hopeful. She will
be their guide, counselor, and friend. She will
lead ; they will follow. The very magnetism of
her presence will seem to say, “Let us do with
our might what our hands find to do.” Often
her assistants will be young and inexperienced,
The difficulties by which they are frequently
confronted will perplex and discourage them un-
less they have been prepared to meet them with
that boldness which is born of the knowledge
that “In wisdom there is strength,” and that
they have this strength,

The primary superintendent will aim to give
her assistants this necessary preparation by
meeting with them frequently, giving and not
hesitating to take suggestions with regard to the
work. She will help them to plan their work
in advance, and not only to plan but to prepare
it, and will endeavor to show them how, where,
and why each part of this work is to be done.
8he will give each assistant a definite work and
will hold her responsible for that work. When
they do good work she will commend them for
it, remembering that “Heaviness in the heart
of a man maketh it stoop, but a good word
maketh it glad.”

Then, too, she will occasionally allow them to
assume the responsibility of the work for the
department. She will exchange places with
them for the time being. She will aim to im-
press them with the importance of punctuality,
Tegularity, and example; lead them to feel the

responsibility of their work and point them to
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a high ideal in regard to their manner of work-
ing. She will alse help them to realize this ideal
by helping them to help themselves. The as-
sistants will feel the same responsibility for
their work that the superintendent does for
hers, the sre the superintendent should aim to
be what she wishes her assistants to become,
The work done in the Primary Department of
the Bible school lays the foundation for all that
follows in the other departments. *“Whatever
is worth doing is worth doing well,” and this
foundation upon which rests the child's whole
religious training in the futuce should be well
laid.  The superintendent should realize this
and aim high, learn of the great Teacher, and
“press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling,” taking her assistants with her,
step by step, until they themselves are quali-
fied to become superintendents and do for others
what their superintendent has doue for them,
Ivy DAVIS-SNIDER.

A Teacher's Examination,

1. Aum I abiding in Jesus?

2, Am I earnest, simple, loving in my teach-
ing?

3. Am I careful and prayerful in preparing
my lesson ?

4. Do I earnestly plead for God's blessing on
my labors?

5. Do I feel the worth of an immortal soul?

6. Am I sensible that T am a coworker with
Christ, in a service that angels might well
covet 7—~Sel,

“Keep Believing.”

Tue Sunday school teacher needs to hold by
this motto, as surely as does the Salvation
Army soldier,

“Keep believing” that the souls committed
to your care are unspeakably precious to the
great Lover of souls, Believe that he will give
you the wisdom and grace to win them for him.
Trust him to show you how to do it.

“Keep believing” that his word is quick and
powerful, and that it will surely find its way
to the hearts of your pupils,. Do not sigh
hopelessly as the days go by and you see no
fruit of your labors.

“Keep believing,” as you ask that every
member of your class may be adopted into the
family of God. And beyond the asking, see
that you do your part toward their salvation.

“Keep believing,” and keep working. The
slothful soul ‘shall not be increased, but to the
diligent and faithful “all toings are possible.”
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Five-Minute Additional Lessons.
[Tt s suggested that these lessons bo Flw-n following
the opening exercises, and be set apart from the lesson
teaching by song or ofher exe Ises. )

THE APOST

08" OREED,
Lesson I,

“I believe in the Holy Ghost,”

You have learned about “God the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,” and you
nlso have learned about Jesus Christ our Lord,
who was God come to us in the form of a man,
%0 that we might see him and hear him speak,
Then there is a third way by which God makes
himself known to us, and that is by his Holy
Spirit,

When the Lord Jesus had walked among men
and talked with them for thirty-three years he
seemed to leave his people and ascend into heay-
en. It was only that he might return in another
way, e wanted to dwell in them instead of
with them, and on the day of Pentecost he came
to the disciples who were praying to him, and
all at once they felt strong in faith, joyful, and
ready to meet death for the name of Jesus., A
sound like a mighty wind filled the place, and a
light shone over each one, It was the Ioly
Spirit promised to them by the Lord Jesus, and
though they could not see the Lord Jesus, they
felt that he had come (o abide with them for-
ever,  Bo does he abide with us forever, and the
humblest child may be a temple for him to
dwell in,

Lesson I1,

“The holy catholic Church; the communion
of saints,”

It was a long time before the Church that the
Lord Jesus founded grew to be a great Church,
but it did grow, because Christians were filled
with the Holy Spirit, and their preaching, and
above all the holy lives they led, made many
people wish to be like them, .

Strangely enough, the great, wicked city of
Rome became Christian after a while, though
the people were not all truly Christian people,
They put away their idols, and began the new
worship of one God and his Son Jesus Christ
because their emperor bade them do so. They
were cllled, and still are, the Roman Catholic
Church, but that is not the catholic Church that
is spoken of in the creed.

Catholic means the general, or the whole
Church of God throughout the world, not in
name only, but in reality. Wherever there
is & man, or a woman, or a child who believes
in Jesus and tries to obey his word, though
he may live in a desert, he is a member of the
boly catholic Church. When such ones meet in

homes and churches and pray, and sing, and
talk together of the love of God, and the truths
of the Gospel and take the sacrament in memory
of him, there is the communion of saints,

Lesson I11,

“The forgiveness of sins.”

How may one become @ member of that holy
catholic Church that we learned about last
Sunday? You are alveady a member, for all
children are near to the heart of God until they
begin to love themselyes and some sinful ways
better than they love their Lord, We hope you
will never turn away from your best friend,
and that you will always be a member of that
Church.  But if you should fal] into sin and find
yourself wretched, and lost, and far from God,
there is something you can do at once which
will set you in the right path. You can ask
God, in the name of the Lord Jesus, to forgive
your sins, and then, turning wholly away from
them, begin to be a little child again in your
heart,

Jesus said that we must all become like little
children—innocent, loving, trusting like them—
before we can enter hig kingdom. I would never
trust to the coming back, however, for so many
cannot find the way, and perhaps do not wish to
find it. It is better to just keep close to Jesus,
and if a little sin creeps in ask him at once to
forgive it, and try never to do it again,

Lesson 1V,

“The resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting,”

When the Lord Jesus was upon earth he not
only overcame all our sing and temptations, and
passed through death for us, but he rose the
third day with a spiritual body, and is alive for
evermore. “As he was, 80 are we in this world.”
He lives his life over again in every child who
wishes to be like him. He goes with us through
death, which is really the gateway of life, and
it is his life within us that lifts us up out of
the life of the body into the life of the spirit,

Like a seed that has been sown in the ground,
and rises out of the old husk with a new, beau-
tiful form to grow and bear fruit, so we rise
out of the body that had been our house here on
earth, and with our spiritual body go to live
with the Lord and his angels forever,

Do you know how the worm rises out of its
chrysalis grave a beautiful butterfly? So it will.
be with us if we love the Lord Jesus and try
to do what he says. Some day he will call, and
we shall drop our earthly body and rise with a A
spiritual body into the life everlasting. !




Tnternational Bible Lessons.
‘THIRD QUARTER.

LESSON X. (September 7.)
THE PROPHET LIKE MOSES. Deut, 18, 9-22,

GoOLDEN TEXT: “This is of a truth that prophet
that should come into the world.” John 6. 14,

Primary Notes,
BY JULIA H, JOHNSTON,

Introductory. Talk
about different kinds of
people in the world who
talk different languages,
look unlike, and are un-
like in every way. How
hard it is to understand
those whose language and
habits are very unlike
our own. Suppose a school with a teacher from
another country where people and things are
very different from this. How would scholars
understand the teacher? How could the teacher
understand the scholars? Would they get on
well together, and would the lessons be learned
very fast, do you think? Especially if the
scholars were little children, and needed to be
taught many things, would it be hard for them
to have a teacher who was not of their own
kind at all? For the babies don’t get on well
with strangers, do they? They must be with
some one they know to do their best,

A great leader of people ought to be one
whom the rest can understand, and he ought to
be one of them and understand them. Who was
it that let God’s people out of Egypt? Do you
remember how Moses was saved and brought
up? Think how he must have enjoyed being
in the palace. But when he was a man he left
the beautiful home, choosing to be with his own
people and suffer with them, so that he might be
one of them and understand all their need.
Then, how they followed him out of Egypt!
How well he could lead them! He was a He-
brew too, not a stranger.

Lesson story. 'The theme of this ‘esson is
Jesus and Moses. After giving children a very
distinct idea of the character and position of
Moses, his nearness to the people, his sacrifice
of kingly luxuries for sake of living with his
own, his work and leadership, all put in the sim-
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plest words, lead on to the promise of God.
Moses could not be with God's people always,
dearly as they loved him and close to their
hearts as he was. Besides, he was not perfect,
He could not do everything. He was a wonder-
ful teacher, but he did not know everything.

God promised another Prophet, or great
Teacher, who knew everything beforehand. He
promised that this Prophet should be like unto
Moses, and Moses told the people beforehand
what God would do. Though the world had to
wait hundreds of years, still this promise was
true, and by and by God kept his word. It was
in exactly the best time. Then Jesus came,
How was he like Moses? He came, a little
baby. He was a Jew. He was not a little
angel, different from other little babies in his
looks and ways, but was a real little baby like
others, only that he never was cross or sinful,
A wicked king tried to kill Moses, and another
tried to kill Jesus. Moses pitied his people in
their trouble, and so did Jesus. Moses was 50
close to them in their sorrow that he understood,
and so did Jesus understand because he lived
with people below. Moses led his people through
the wilderness to the promised land, and Jesus
leads his own day by day through the hard way
up to heaven. Is Jesus just as much our
Teacher as Moses was the teacher of the Isracl-
ites? We will put on the memory heart the
thought for to-day :

Memory thought: Your Prophet is Jesus,
How much better than Moses. Yet he who lay
in the manger is like us, except that he never
sinned. He knows and understands, he leads
and saves us. Are we following and trusting?

Thought for teachers: It is worth a lifetime
of preparation and earnest presentation to in-
still into childish hearts the clear and positive

understanding of the one truth that Jesus is
one of us, that he grew up through childhood's
years and knows how children feel.
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LESSON XL (September 14.)

LOVING AND OBEYING GOD. Deut. 30,
11-20.

GOLDEN TEXT: “For this is the love of God,
that we keep his commandments,” 1 John
3,

.
Primary Notes,

Introductory. Dig you
ever read a letter from
a traveler that told all
about his journey? When
the trip is over, or nearly
over, is it not a good thing
to look back to see the
way, and to tell the story
of it? Don’t we like to
do this when we have taken a journey that has
been very wonderful and very long?

We have been studying about the strange and
wonderful journey of the Israelites and how
God led them all the way. In the book of
Deuteronomy, where our lesson is to-day, Moses
has written down the story of this great Jjourney,

Tell children briefly the result of the dis-
couragement when the spies, ten of them, gave
their report of the giants and the difficulties,
how the people murmured and wished they had
never come, and their fear that the little ones
would be destroyed; how God turned them back
to wander in the wilderness forty years, so that

" the children were at last the only ones living

now, except Moses and those two spies, Joshua
and Caleb, that brought a good report, It is
almost time for Moses to be taken to heaven,
and he now goes over the wanderings in the
wilderness to teach the people a great lesson
from them,

Lesson story. This is about chonsing. It is
about choosing to love and obey (see title),
Moses told of all God’s wonderful goodness all
the way, and of his promises for time to come,
He tells what the Lord can and will do for his
dear obedient people, and the sad things that
will happen if the people disobey and refuse to
follow the Lord God,

Whom should they choose? God, their Friend,
Saviour, and Guide. Why? Because he has a
right to love and obedience, since he made them,
kept them, led them, blessed them, Why? Be-
cause he will do all for them in time to come
s he has done in the past days, and all the way,

Then Moses says very solemnly that heaven
and earth will be witnesses that he gave them
a choice of good and evil, of life and death, If
they choose wrongly it will be their own fault,

for he begs them to love and obey, to choose
life and blessing,

Tllustration, Draw opposite paths, marked
Love, Obedience, Life, Blessing, and Disobedi-
ence, Evil, Death, These go in opposite ways,
On one path make rays of light shining, on the
other clouds of darkness, One path leads up-
ward, the other downward, Along the way of
Love and Obedience we 80 up and up, nearer
and nearer to God and our home with him,
Along the other we keep going farther away
from both, Impress fact that though little chil-
dren may not have a chance to do great wrongs
a8 yet, they may still be in the wrong way, and
a few steps in the wrong path is a bad begin-
ning. Going that way one can never walk the
right path without turning right around,

Talk earnestly about choosing the right way,
As Moses set the two ways before the people
long ago, so your teachers set it before you now.
Choosing is making up one’s mind to take one
thing and leave another. Which way will you
choose to-dag? The reason for choosing the
best is found in the

Memory thought: God is love. 'This is the
reason we should love, and if we love, we will
gladly obey. Enlarge upon this and illustrate,

Thought for teachers. Great wisdon. ig
needed in urging little children to decisions, but
We must make use of their evident power of
deliberate choice to secure their young hearts
for Jesus. A child of six decided to put off
doing right, or excused herself for what she
knew was wrong, because “when ghe Wwas seven
would be time enough to begin to do right.” Do

you not see she chose to do wrong—when six
years old. It is not likely that when she was
seven she could easily break the habits of
wrongdoing. We must enlist the will upon the
side of Christ in its dawning exercise, or it
will early be warped by the wrong,
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LESSON XIL (September 21.)
THE DEATH OF MOSES. Deut. 34, 1-12.

GoLpEN TexT: “The Lord spake unto Moses
face to face.” Exod. 33. 11.

Primary Notes,

Introductory. Thought
to impress : suitable prep-
aration for a great event,
Tell the story of the king
who made a great feast
for his son's wedding
day, and invited many
who refused the invita-
tion, Then the servants
were sent out along the roads to find guests
and brought in all they could find. Then the
king found among them one who had not on a
wedding garment. He was not fit to come to
the feast. It was his own fault that he was
not dressed well enough, for the king himself
gave garments to all who would take them.
This man was not ready for the feast, was not
fit to see the king and was turned out. We
must be prepared when we go to a feast. Deo-
ple who are invited to go to see kings and
queens in their palaces are not alloved to come
in unless they have a certain sort of dress,

But there is something more important than
having the body dressed right, and that is, hav-
ing the spirit dressed right. God alone can look
into the heart and see if it is all right, although
anyone looking at us can see what we wear
outside. What are we wearing inside? Are
our hearts clean and pure and good, as our
bodies ought to be dressed in clean clothes when
we come to church or go to make a visit? To-
day’s lesson will tell us alout a man who was
called in to see the king. We may learn how
he got ready and what sort of a man he was,
if we listen,

Lesson story. A book is divided into chap-
ters. The last chapter which finishes the story
is most important of all. We come to the last
chapter of the story of Moses, the great leader.
It finishes his life here on earth, but that life
is going on in heaven now.

Make outline of path to represent Moses's
life, and picture it from beginning, thus: Here
is a mark for the slave's house where he was
born, here the ark of bulrushes in the river,
here the spot where he was given by the king's
daughter back to his mother to nurse, here the
palace where he lived later as son of the prine
cess, here the wilderness where he kept sheep

forty years getting ready for his great work, here
the burning bush where God spoke to him, and
here the palace where he did great wonders to
show God's power to Pharaoh, here—still going
upward—is the place where he led the people
across the Red Sea, and the mount where God
gave the Commandments. Now we will make
the path go around through the wilderness, but
still he is going upward. Here, O the pity of
it, is a place where he disobeyed God and struck
a rock instead of speaking to it that the water
might flow out to drink, and although God for-
gave him and loved him still, he said he could
not take the people clear over into the prom-
ised land. Apd now the path goes up a moun-
tain, and here, on Nebo's side, Moses takes his
last look at his people, his good-byes are said,
and he goes up, up to be alone with God on the
top of the mount. Picture the miraculous
vision of Canaan, and make very real the pres-
ence of God with his servant on that lonely
peak. Then Moses, to whom God so often spoke
face to face, came to the end of his life here,
God gently hushed him to sleep. Ilis body slept
in death, and God laid it gently away where no
one could find it, and his spirit went to be with
God forever, Now he sees God face to face,
He sees Jesus, the Prophet who was to take a
man’s form like that of Moses, in the years to
come and save his people.

Memory thought: None but the pure in heart
see God. Recur to Beatitude, “Blessed are the
pure in heart.” It is Jesus who gives the clean
hearts that by and by shall see the king in his
beauty, He will give us pure hearts now if we
ask him and will take them,

Thought for teachers. Dear friends, does
God speak with us face to face? How else can
we truly speak to the little ones, heart to heart!

Only the pure in heardl'

We cannot answer these questions to each
other, but their solemnity presses upon us in
the silence when we are alone with him.
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LESSON XIIIL (September 28.)
REVIEW.

GoLpEN Text: “Thou shalt 'remember the
Lord thy God.” Deut. 8. 18,

Primary Notes,

P .-

/ thoughts If they have
%/ been made upon the

board, each one having
the word “Remember”
on it, we may fill out the
last one with the thought,
Do as He says. This
gives us the letter D to complete the text which
we have spelled out letter by letter for the
weeks gone by,

Here are the memory thoughts : Remember—
The prayer for daily bread ; How much we owe
to God; Everybody a neighbor; Love and wor-
ship God only; Open eyes to see, open lips to
praise; Recruits wanted for the Lemperance
Army ; Direction will be given; Trust and try;
How to be saved; Your Prophet is Jesus; God
is Love; Only the pure in heart see God; and
the last, Do as He says.

The first letters of these lesson truths tell us
whom we are to remember always, and form the
last part of the Golden Text for Review. We
have spelled out “The Lord thy God,” and the
text is “Thou shalt remember the Lord thy
God.”

If you gave out hearts for the quarter with
holes punched in them and a yard of pin ribbon
to draw through them, those children who have
filled out the acrostic week by week will be glad
to bring the chain of symbols back with them to-
day. They should be hung about the room con-
spicuously, and much made of the faithfulness
of those who have done the work, while others
should be stimulated most kindly to do better
next time if they have not succeeded this quar-
ter in “remembering.”

Use picture roll if possible in recalling the
lessons,  Call for Golden Texts, and then for
memory thoughts, assigning one to be given by
one child, another by another child or group of
children, the entire class repeating the thought
afterward. Perhaps those children who have
filled all the hearts will allow the chain to be
broken and the hearts given out to those who
did not succeed, or, by coming in after the be-
ginning of the quarter, received none.

Make the review very rapid, spending only

part of the time upon it, and reserve an oppor-

tunity to talk a little about remembering God,

What is it to remember God? Tllustrate by a
child’s remembrance of mother and father, He
does not forget them, though he does not see
them every moment, When away from them
he thinks of them. Ie loves them and trusts
them, He brings back to his mind what they
have said to him. When tempted (o do wrong,
remembering their commands, their wishes and
their love, will keep him from doing the wrong.
Children know well what it is to forget and to
remember,

How shall we remember? There is just one
way to be sure not to forget. We remember
the people and the things we love best. Love
enough, care enough, and you won't forget, Is
it hard to remember that you have been prom-
ised a present, or a holiday? You love to keep
your mind on it, and so if you love the dear
Father in heaven you will think of him and of
his word, when he tells you what he wants,

When shall we remember? Teach in answer
to this text, “Remember now thy Creator in the
days of thy youth.” Rven a tiny baby can re-
member mamma and miss her when she goes
away. As soon as we know the dear name of
Jesus, we are old enough to remember him,

Does it not make you sad to be forgotten?
What must the loving Lord think of his children
who forget him? 0, remember! “Remember
the Lord thy God.” He is yours,

Thought for teachers. One of the most prac-
tical and important questions to consider is that
of securing some home work oa the part of the
little ones.

Each teacher can decide better for herself
than another can for her what her class is able
to do. Some may use sewing cards, some may

DO AS HE SAYS

get the scholars to fill out outlines with a brush, ;

All, gven the litt'e ones who cannot read, should
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be encouraged to learn the Golden and Tiny
Texts. As to the hand work, simplest things
are best, but get something done at home if
you can.

The Way of the Lord Prepared.

Berore the power of reason is developed,
before the child’s desire to know leads him to
ask innumerable questions, even before he
learns to talk, a child is sensitive toethe influ-
ences which surround him, He is peculiarly
open to the holy influences of heaven. The
Lord teaches this when he says, “Their angels
do always behold the face of my Father

The holy influences which surround the first
years of life give heaven a hold upon every
child. Heaven, in a sense, becomes his home,
his native land and atmosphere. A bond is
established between the little child and angels,
and if in after years he wanders into unholy
states, it is always with a feeling of unrest and
a longing for home, for the innocent things
which he first learned to love.

This taste of heaven, which is given to every
child, affords a means of comparison and of
choice when unheavenly things are afterward
developed. It was said in prophecy of the

. child Jesus, and in a sense of every child,

“Butter and honey shall he eat that he may
know to refuse the evil and choose the good.”
The peculiar opportunity of the first years of
life is their openness to the holy influences of
heaven, and our best service to the children in
these years is to help them to receive.a full
measure of these holy influences,

Whisper Songs for September,
TENTH LESSON,
Saviour of the world, thy face
Shines from all thy word on me:
Let its light and love and.grace,
Draw me evermore to thee.

ELEVENTH LESSON,
Let thy word, dear S8aviour, be
Written deep within my heart ;
Then from innocence and thee
1 shall ngver more depart.

TWELFTH LESSON,
Saviour, make my heart so pure
That my inner eyes shall see
‘Where thy city standeth sure,
E'er I go to live with thee,

THIRTEENTH LESSON,
Help me to remember, Lord,
All the loving words to me
Written in thy holy word,
Bent to guide my steps to thee, .

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Third Quarter.
GREETING.
Teacher. This is the day the Lord hath made.
Class. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
SINGING,
“O day of rest and gladness,
O day of joy and light,
O balm of care and sadness,
Most beautiful, most bright;
On thee the high and lowly,
Bending before the throne,
Sing holy, holy, holy,
To the great Three in One,”

SILENT PrAYER. (Followed by a brief, simple
petition and closing with the Lord's Prayer.)

7. Jesus called a little child unto him.

€. And they brought young children to him
that he should touch them.

T. Jesus said, Suffer the little children to
come unto me,

(. And he took them up in his arms, put his
hands upon them, and blessed them.

SINGING, “I think when I read that sweet
story of old.”

ADDITIONAL LESSON, (The five-minute lessons
for this quarter are a brief and compre-
hensive simpiifying of the Creed, which our
little ones are too often allowed to repeat
from time to time without any real un-
derstanding of the meaning. Five minutes
given to simple explanation, followed by a
brief drill upon the clause, will be time
well spent.)

OFFERING. (An offering song, a march, some
passage of the holy word about giving,
should be used from time to time in this
service. A simple verse is herewith given:)

“Bless, O Lord, the offerings
Which thy children lay
At thy feet rejoicing
On thy holy day.”

SINGING. (Appropriate to the lesson.)

BRrier REVIEW OF PREVIOUS LESSON,

LessoN TeAcCHING,

Ecno PRAYER, *

CONCERT RECITATION.

“Gentle Jesus, pure and holy,
Teach me all T need to know :

Make me humble, meek, and lowly,
Guide my steps where'er T go.

Keep my tongue from evil-speaking,
Lying, slander, and deceir,

So that I, the right way seeking,
May each day my Saviour meet.”
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

Belps for Teachers and Sunday School {Workers,

-NET PRICES. posTRAID.
Peloubet’s Select Notes on the Inter- | History, Prophecy and the Monuments ;
national Lessons, By Rev. F. N. | or, Israel and the Nations, By James
Peloubet, D.D., and M. A, Peloubet. |  Frederick McCurdy, Ph.D., LL.D.,
- - - - - - «$1.10 | [P}rofessor Ori’f‘ntal Lanig'unges iln the
Tllustrated Notes. A Guide to the Study | University of Toronto. Three volumas
of the International Sunday Schocl Mot #2.76 each. vl 1, To the v,
Lessons. By T. B. Neely, D.D., and IG' of S“m‘"l“' ol. 12' To the “;‘ o
Robert Remington Doherty - - §1.10 | ineveh. Vol.3, Comp| eting the Work.
" 4 | The Land and the Book ; or, Biblical
Amokldl ‘l_’melcal q°mmenhn on the Tllustrations Drawn from the Manners
S8.8. i ‘| and Customs, the Scenes and Scenery
Le’ginn of Honor Normal Bible And‘ of the Holy Land. By W. M. Thom-
raining Lessons (Loyal SundayS8chool | son, D.D, . . .° . $1.90
IAIHH Series). Propared by Prof. | The Model Superintendent. By H. Clay

dHnmill.'l'l;o parts. Each, 11750 t' |  Trumbull .~ . - - $1.25
r  dozen, v post; 5 irst | k! w.
g:rt, Now’Tuhm'ent. é’:‘cgnd Part, | Wg&'ﬁ?ﬂffn:’fe ‘hua 'f‘mnu_la ted.};{l,lo

Old Testament. | The Spiritual Experience of St. Paul,
A Dictionary of the Bible : Comprising |  with Other Devotional Papers, By
its Antiquities, Biography. Geography, | J. T, I, Maggs, B.A., B.D., Principal
Natural History and Literature, eto, | Wesleyan Theological College - 60c,
By Smith and" Peloubet. Teachers' | Tho Journal of Rey, John Wesley, A.M.,
Edition - . . el - 82 with Introductory Essay by Thomas
A Harmony of the Gospels: Being the | Jackson. Four volumes. Set, $3.00,
ife of Jesus in the Words of the Three Years with the Children. One
Four Evangelists. Arranged by W. H. r Hundred and Fifty-six Children’s Ser-
Withrow, D.D., F.R.S.0. . - 500‘[ anns for Pastors, J‘;ustrntions for
y : Bei 1) | rimary Sunday School Teachers and
crgg::oﬂ’:: m?om po :‘«ei“‘eiii‘ Object Lessons and Blackboard Talks
ment and the A rypha. By Alex- for Superintendents of Junivr Societies,

der Crude -A. Studqnt’s| ByAmosR.Wells . . . $1.10
i‘zi:i'on ru- n’- - . .Q 1.00 | Yale Lectures on the Sunday School.
The Comprehensive Concordance to the | By H. Clay Trunnll)u_ll - £1.80
Hol Spcriptum. By Rev. J. B. L. Hu}ts on Child Training. By H. Cln,x
Walker. , Containing fifty thousand | Trumbull - et - - 812
more references than Oruden’s Con- | Early Israel and Surrounding Nations,
cordance - . - -81.25( ByA H. Sayce, LL.D. . . $1.35

i Tm. a8 - | A History of Babylonia a.nd Assyria. By
Thl:inlgiu‘(t)?::grg:; Edi“tzi .l?;i %’: Robert William Rogers, Ph.D. Two
Wright, D.D. - . . < goop| volumes - $4.25

" - The Bible Hand-B—(mk. i An.Intm;lucti.on
Mlustrated Bible Dictionary and Trens- to the study of Sacred Scriptures. By

ury of Biblical History, Biography, Joseph Angus, M.A.,, D.D.. . $£1.26

Wit lﬁ:‘g};mﬁ‘ﬂ:&m nl;i?r::t“i::‘ Hints on Bible Study. By Drummond,
rtant  Chronological Tables and Dawson, Meyer, and others - $1.00

Handbook of  Bible Geography. By
ps. By M. G. Easton, D.D. $1.25. Rev. George H. Whitney, D.D.” Tllus.

Tmhing and Teachers. By H. Clay | trated A 5 - 81.70
Trumbull . . . 7 81.10(The Life of Christ. By Frederick W,

Sunday School Success : A Book of Prac- | Farrar, D.D.,. F.R.S., 40c.; also 65c,
tical Methods for Sunday School Ways of Working, or, Helpful Hints to
Teachers and Officers. By Amos R. Sunday School Workers of all Kinds,
Wells - - - . - $1.10( ByRev. A. F. Schauffler, D.D. - §1.00

= Wesley Buildings TORONTO, ONT,
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Pure Books on Avoided Subjects

BY SYLVANUS STALL, D.D.
Cloth, $1.00 each, postpaid
What a Young Boy Ought to Know
For Boys under Sixteen Years of Age,
WHAT EMINENT PEOPLE SAY:
Bishop John H, Vincent, D.D., LLD.; “You have

handled with great delicacy and wisdom an exceedingly
difficult subject. Your work has been well done,”

Edward W. Bok: *“It has appealed to me in a way
which no other book of its kind has. Other books have
told other things, but you have compassed the whole
subject.”

What a Young Man Ought to Know

Eugene H. Porter, M.D., President of the Homeo-
pathic Medical Society of the State of New York ; Pro-
fessor Materia Medica, New York Homeopathic Medical
College, says: “We should especially commend the
volume for its reliability in statement, and as a medical
man, I highly indorse the medical teachings of the book,
1t is trustworthy and sound, It is a work which should
be in the hands of every young man.”

What a Young Husband Ought to Enow
Amos R. Wells : “ The race would be infinitely stronger

in body and soul if all husbands would obtain this book

and follow its precepts.”

What a Man of Forty-five Ought to Know

Part I. What he ought to know concerning himself,
Part IL. What he ought to know concerning his wife,

BY MRS. MARY WOOD-ALLEN, M.D,

What a Young Girl 0 t to Know
For Qirls under Sixteen Years of Age,

Waar EMiNeNt Prorue Say,

Frances E. Willard, LL.D., President World's and
National Women's Christian Temperance Union: “1 do
earnestly hope that this book, founded on a strictly scien-
tific but not forgetting a strong ethical basis, may be
well known and wisely read by the dear girls in their
‘teens and the young women in their homes.”

WILLIAN BRIGGS, -

£, W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q.

What a Young Woman Ought to Know

Mrs, May Wright Sewall, Principal of the Girl's Olassi-
cal School; Former President of the International
Council of Women: *“1 am profoundly grateful that a
subject of such information to young women should be
treated in a manner at once so noble and so delicate that
any pure-minded teacher or mother may read or discuss
its pages with young girls without the slightest chance
of wounding the most delicate sensibilities, or by being
misunderstood.”

BY MRS, EMMA F. A, DRAKE, M.D.
What a Young Wife Ought to Know

81,000 PRIZE BOOK
A work that should be in every home. Every wife
should read it.
NOW READY
What a Woman of Forty-five Ought to Know
A valuable work. Every woman should read it.

BOOKLETS
BY MARY WOOD-ALLEN, M.D.
Almost a Man
A frank talk to a boy who was “‘almost a man,” and
the good it did him. Price, 250,
Almost & Woman

Presents in attractive form the pureinstruction needed
by the girl. Mcthers will find this Just what they have
been wanting to put into the hands of their daughters.
Price, 250,

Teaching Truth

The aim of this book is to answer, in chaste and
scientific language, the queries of children as to the origin
of Life. Price, 25c.
Baby's Firsts

A valuable book on the physical care of the babe from
the time of its arrival to the beginning of the second
year. Price, 85c.
Child Confidence Rewarded

‘This little book treats of child-purity with the same
delicate but masterly hand shown in Dr Allen's other
writings."—Union Signal. Price, 10c.

Wesley Buildings, -

TORONTO, ONT.

8. F. RUESTIS, Halifax, N.8,




The Century Bible Sermon

GENERAL EDITOR Makers
PROF. W, . ADENEY will find the Serjes

! invaluable, Shor¢
A feature of the “ CENTURY BrsLg” is that both of an actual mastery
the Authorised and Revised Versions are given, with

s of the original Greek,
full introductions, Copious notes, and in each volume a nothing more effec.

good index, € names of the Editors are usually a tive is to be desired,
sufficient guarantee of thorough and authentic work,

Each of these volumes contains an ample apparatus

for the ordinary Bible student,

MarTuew Wil e Wit By Prof. W. F, Slater, M, A,

Mark . . ¥ &) y Principal Salmond, B.D,

Luke ® . . + By Prof. W, F, Adeney, M.A.

o <« ) - By I{em Jo A McClymont, D.D,

Acts - - . - * By Prof. J. Vernon Bartlett, M. A,
Romans . . - - « By Rev. A, E, Garvie, M.A.
L anp II CoRINTHIANS - * By Prof. J. Massie, M. A,
Pmuw-MNs, Erm-sums, CnmssMNs, PriLemon

Y Rev. G. Currie Martin, M.A, B.D,
L awnp 11, TuxssALoNlAns, GALaTIANS

By Prof. W, F, Adeney, M.A,

THE PastoraL Ersties - By Rev. R. F, Horton, M.A!, D.D,

Henrews K3 5 - By Prof. A, 8. Peaie, M'A' S B
THE GENERAL ErisTLes . By Prof. W. H, Bennett, M. A, T LT
ReveELaTion . . . By Rev, C. Anderson Scott, M.A, CLoth, Eac H,
WM. BRIGGS, Toronto Seventy Cents
€. W. Contes, Montreal, 8. F. Huestis, Haltfax, Net, Postpaid
Sunda y
Py A Peo Sramme
School
Rally For the services of this day has been
Day prepared by the General Secretary of

Sunday Schools, and it is expected that
e it. will be used by all our Methodist
schools on

September 28th

which is the date set apart by the General
Y Board as Rally Day.

This programme will be sent, postpaid,
to any address in Canada for

35 cts. per hundred

_— which is just about cost price,
Sunday Send orders early to

September

Twenty WM, BRIGGS, Toronto
Eighth G W. Contes, Montreal. 8, ¥, Huestts, Malifux,
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SOUVENIR

Is a day in and day out, year

round and year round demon-
stration of the “good goods”
idea.

THAN /ﬂ'i?'ft;;-‘ :
COQ‘KED" l/ )
OVENS

aTTACHED TO

A Souvenir with

the Aerated Oven

e —

is the par excellence

of Stove Building.

The result of fifty-five years’
experience —the most perfect

cooker—the faultless baker—

and the easiest of all ranges

on the fuel pile and the cook

—coal or wood. Nearly 400
different styles and sizes in the Souvenir complete line. One
will last a lifetime. Ask for a Souvenir Booklet and post your-
self.  Sold by good dealers everywhere.

e e e

The Gurney-Tilden Co., Limited

TORONTO, MONTREAL and WINNIPEG HAMILTON
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