¢/
Z /G /
- i
A\
/ : .‘0'-.,(.9
?, o B
: ) "

Gﬂ@‘c»\onuu JORENIO y
™ < TR

Pubiished Quarterly.

Wnder the Divection of the Wpper Canada Bible Society.

TORONTO, JANUARY, 1891,

TO THE OFFICERS OF BRANCHES.

The fiscal year of this Society terminates on the 3ist March. Treasurers
and Depositaries of Branch Societies are earnestly requested to forward in
good time to Mr. John Young, Depositary, Bible House, Loronto, all funds
in their hands, whether from confributiors or sales, so as to be included in
the revenue for this year.

The reports of Branches, subscription lists, etc., and any information
concerning the decease of life members and directors, any change of officers
or residence, or any other matter of importance, should also be forwarded to
the Secrataries, so that the necessary corrections may be made, and that our
Annual Report may be as complete as possible.

THE BIBLE SOCIETY AND ITS WORK.
SIR CHARLES AITCHISON’S SPEECH AT OXFORD.

In the work of a Society like this we stend at once upon the common
ground of all Protestant Christendom. The Word of God in the vulgar
tongue, in the language spoken and understood by the people, is our common
heritage—a heritsge very precious to Englishmen. Whatever be the differ-
ences which separate us into Churches and denominations, however varied
our interpretations of particular passages of Holy Scripture, the Bible is yet
the ons broad foundation of the faith of all of us, the one common standard
by which we try every creed and every Christian work, whether it be of God
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or whether it be of man. And therefore all Christians can unite, and do
indeed rejoice to unite, in spreading the pure Word of God, ““without note
and without comment,” as the greatest missionary power in all the world.

What, indeed, could all our Churches do without it? What cau a nis-
sionary do without the open Bible in the common tongue of the people to
whom he issent? A workman without his tools, a fisherman without his net,
a soldier without his arms, is not more helpless than he. Therefore it is that
the moment a missionary sets foot in a heathen country he pfoceeds at once
to prepare to translate the Bible into the common tongue of the people.
Even if he should never live to make a single convert the good he does is not
interred with his bones. It survives for future generations ; sometimes it
even survives the race for whom it was undertaken. The first Bible ever
printed in America was John Eliot’s Mohican translation. The book
remains, but the race is extinet, and Fennimore Cooper has written their
clegy. In 1836 the tribe was represented by one hut, with four inmates of
mixed blood.

What Jerome did through the Latin Vulgate, what Ulfilas did in the
fourth century for the Goths of the Danube, that Christian missionuries and
the Bible Society are doing every day for the peoples and nations and lan-
guages of the earth, not only making accessible to then God's message of
mercy, but in some cases even giving them an alphabet, fixing their language
by a written character, and Jaying the foundation of a literature,

A year ago a heroic band of missionaries went forth to WVest Africa.
What are they doing at the present moment? Read the journal of the
Soudan and Upper Niger Mission in this month’s number of the. Church
Missionary Intelligencer, and you will find that the chief energies of oll are
concentrated on Scripture translations into Igbira and Hausa, and Nupé.
And so it has ever been.

So it was with Robert Morrison, the first Englishman who mastered
Chinese and gave the Protestant Bible to China; a.d the Conference that
met this year at Shanghai—the same which has just sent home an appeal for
a thousand missionaries for China—has unanimously resolved to reduce the
multiplicity of versiors in various dialects made since Morrison’s time to one
unified version, which, it is estimated, will bring the Scriptures within the
immediate range of about two hundred millions of people.

So it was also with the first Protestant missionaries in India—with
Ziegonbalg and Schultze, who, more than a century and a haif ago, translated
the Bible into Tamil and Hindustani, the first Protestant translations of the
Bible made in any of the Indian languages.

So it was with Carey and his illustrious colleagues, who, in the first
quarter of the present century, translated the Bible or parts of 1t into thirty-
four of the lunguages of India. Before his death, William Carey had made
seven translations of the entire Bible, and twenty-one translations of the
New Testament into the languages of India. One of the most interesting

sights in the Calcutta Exhibition of 1833 was Carey’s translations lent from .
the College Library, at Serampore, and exhibited side by side with the

revised versions, to which, in mest instances, they gave birth.

And now the British and Foreign Bible Saciety, since its formation in

1804, has spent upwards of ten millions sterling in translating printing, and

circulating the Scriptures. It hes issued more than 123,000,000 of Bibles,

Testaments, and Portions of Scripture from its depots, in more than 2501an-
" guages and dialects, many of which have been reduced to writing for the first
time. In India alone the editions of the Scriptures, in whole or in part, .
which have been printed or published by the Society, exceed 9,250,090 in .

thirty-nine different languages. of which about 300,000 are copies of the
entire Bible in eloven languages, about 700,000 are copies of the New Testa-
ment in scventeen differant languages, and the remaining 8,250,000 are
Portions of the Old and New Testaments.
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What a inagnificent work this is, even when regarded from the secular
staudpoint of literature and science ! How stupendous, how sublime to thr
Christian when he reflects that each copy of these books contains the living
Word of God, with all its limitless possibilities for the salvation of men! o
nobler work could be done by any body of Christian mexn than that which is
being dono by the British and Foreign Bible Society in India. It is carried
on in that counéry, as you are aware, by six auxiliaries; three in Upper
India—at Calcutta, Allahabad, and Lahore ; and three in Southern India—
at Madras, Bombay, and Bangalore. The Bibles are sold at central depdts
at these places, and are also distributed over the country through branch
depositories, through missionary institutions, and by colporteurs.

No part of the work, perhaps, is of more importance or has deeper
interest than that done by the Bible women. Five years ago the Bible
Society offered annual grants to other Societies working in the East, in order
to secure the more widespread diffusion of the Scriptures among Eastern
women ; and of these grants more than twenty Sucieties working in India

. have availed themselves. The itaportance of this werk can hardly be over-
i rated. During last year the 314 Bible women, of whom 209 are employed in
" India, read the Scriptures every week to abuut 15,000 of their Eastern -
, sisters, and distributed among them over 10,000 cupies of the Scriptures, or

Portions of the Scriptures. These women are to the work of the Bible
Society what the Zenana missionary is to the Missionary Societies —penetrat-
ing where the ordinary missionary cannot go, and sowing the seed of the
Word in fields otherwise inaccessible. That at this work is silently produc-
ing immeasurable moral and spiritual results it is not permitted us to doubt.

Everywhere in India in the present day new life 18 to be seen. e see
it in the breakdown of the superstitions of centuriee ; we see it inthe growth
of new beliefs, in the formation of new religious societies, in the spread of
education, in the demands for social and political reform, in schemes for the
amelioration of the condition of women, and in a thousand ways, among
which not least is the extraordinary growth of the Native Christian Church
and the spread of Christian truth. In such a state of things, the dissemina-
tion even of good secular literature is invaluable as 4 civilizing and elevating
agency. How much more the circulation of Gods living Word of Truth.
That Word 1s spirit and life. It is living seed which has within it a germi-
nating force. ‘' Sois the kingdom of God as if a man should cast seed into
the ground ; and should sleep and rise, night and day ; and the seed should
spring and grow up, he knoweth not how.”

In every Missionary Report you will find instances of this living, quick-

ening, self-evidencing power of the Scripturves. Carey first published his °

Bengali New Testament in 1801. Seventeen years afterwards, when the
mission extended to Dacca, there were found several villages of Hindu-born

peasants who had given up idol-worship, were renowned for their truthful-

ness, and were seeking for a true teacher come from God. They traced their
new faith to a much-worn book, kept in & wooden box, in one of their villages.

No one could say whence it had come ; all they knew was that they Lad pos-

sessed it for many years. 1t was Carey’s first Bengali version of the New
Testament of our Liord and Savicur Jesus Christ,

And what hapvened only the other day at Akola? I had better give the
story in Mr. Fuller's own words. He says: * Some time ago I was in one of
the large towns in our district. In the evening, after a hard day’s work, I
sat down by the cart to rest, when three men came up to me, oue of them
falling prostrate at my feet after slipping a rupee intu my hand. I raised
him up gently, and enquired what he wanted. From his conversation I
gleaned the following story : Eleven years ago a blacksmith in h. village
bad bought a copy of the New Testament from some gentleman who was
passing through. I could not learn wko it was, and he and this farmer and
another had been reading it all these years. Six years ago the Brahmans
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became so0 enraged that he was held down forcibly and made to drink water
in which & Brahman had uipped his toe. In all this time they had never
met with a Christian. When I went through this part of the district two
years ago he saw some of the books I had sold to others, and this day he met
someone who had seen me and bought books, and he hud dropped his work
and had hurried in without delay; reaching me, as I have said, late that
evening. His talk was a continual surprise to me, He seemed to know the
New Testament thoroughly, compared the Pharisees to the Brahmans, and
was very familiar with Paul's epistles. I went to his village the next morn-
ing, and they were very joyful and entertained us, saying our coming had
given them great support. He bought a first book to learn to read. His
knowledge of the Scriptures was the more remarkable, as he had only heard
them read by the others. YWhen they brought ont the worn book, carefully
wrapped in a cloth, I touched it with a feeling of reverence.” And so in
many other cases,

I suppose there is no one who has lived lung in India and interested him-
self much in mission work who could not give similar instances from his own
personal experience. For the Bible is now much studied in India, and is
growingly appreciated every day. Peshab Chunder Mozamdar, the present
leader of the advanced Brahmos, in a recent public lecture to native students
al Lahore, recommended the Bible as the best book they could read, and the
diligent study of Christ’s precepts therein as the only way to attain purity of.
heart. In the large and important tawn of Islamabad, in Kashmir, we are
told that most of the wealthy Muhammadans possess a copy of the Bible;
many of them read it, and one native gentleman acknowledged that he was
going through it for the cighth time, and liked it'more and more. In the
south of India we rezd of a juvenile suciety being formed in one of the col-
leges for the study of the Christian Scriptures, all the members of which are
heathen high-caste lads. In Bengal we read of school boys choosing copies
of the Bible for prizes, and begging that their knowledge of Scripture may be
specially noted on their school certificates. ’

When the Rev. R. Bateman returned the other day to Narowal, the elite
of the place gave him an address of welcome according to Indian fashion, and
along with it, as the most appropriate gift they could select, a New Testament
stamped with the municipal seal. In the Punjab, where, at the present
moment, & most remarkable missionary movement is going on, the colportage
sales have risen by one-half and added 15,000 to the issues of the previous

€ar.
7 And so the leaven is working. Christianity, as someone has said, is in
the air. The personality of our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is
impressing itself deeper and deeper upon the people. ‘‘ You may deny His
doctrine,” said Keshab Chunder Sen to his countrymen, ‘“ you may even hate
His name ; but you cannot resist His influence.” ¢“In the midst of these
crumbling systems of Hindu error,” says Peshab Chundar Mozamdar, *‘in
the midst of this self-righteous dogmatism and acrimonious controversy, in
the midst of these cold spectral shadows of transition, secularism, and agnos-
tic doubt, to me Christ has been like the meat and drink of my soul.” But
let us not be in a hurry o count conversions. They will all come in God’s
good time Be it ours to labour patiently, prayerfully, hopefully. God is
never in a hurry. “‘ Behold the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit
of the earth, and hath long patience for it uutil he receive the early and the
latter rain. Be ye also patient.”

. NOTICE.

The following numbers of the BIBLE SocieTy RECORDER are required to complete
sets, viz. : April, 1876 ; September, 1877 ; and all of the issues of 1878 and 1879,
Secretaries of Branches, or any friends who may have spare copies of these dates, or
of any of them, will confer a great favour by mailing a copy of each to Jou~N YoUNG,
Bible House, Toronto.
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THE BIBLE SOCIETY IN CHINA.

ADDRESS AT THE OPENING MEETING OF THE HELPERS' ASSOCIATION,
OCTOBER 7, BY REV. WILLIAM \VRIGHT, D.D.

We are friends of the Bible Society, because the Bible has been our
" friend. We aim at spreading it everywhere among others, because its mes-
sage of peace has been a blessing to ourselves.
On the first page of that Divine Book, the first recorded words of God |
are : * Let there be light.” It is the work of the Bible Suciety to carry out,
in its own sphere, that first-recorded Divine command. ‘

N -
' |

A cry for light from a little girl in Wales was the incident that led to the
formation of the Bible Society. That cry was heard by Wilberforce, by
Zachary Macaulay, by Granville Sharp, by Mills, by other goud men, and
from_that beginning the light has spread to Wales, to China, to the world.

This_cen*ury of ours is the century of srganized philanthvopic effort. |
That ig its chief characteristic. Everywhe e—in schools, in hospitals, in |
homes for the outcast—jyou see the desire to help and vou see it vrganized.
There is a deep feeling that thore is much evil around us —that it should and ’
that it may be lessened ; that our obligation to our neighbour is not fully
discharged by Oriental hospitality or medimval doles ; that neither the cup '
of cold water from the table of the sunptuous glutton, nor proxy benefactions
from ecclesiastical hands, relieve the civilized State from further concern as
to the wants of the people: and hence our civilization has, during our cen-
tury, made provision, however blunderingly, for the physical and temporal
wanis of the needy. .

But the philanthropy of the century has not been limited to local and
material needs. It aims at nothing less than the bringing of infinite grace to
the infinite wants of man's moral nature, and in its all-embracing energy I
takes in those that are afar off as well as those that are within its own narrow |
sphere. In this work of universal beneficence the great central agency is the
Bible Society. That Sociewy began its career in the early days of the century,
and in the composition of canses which have gone to the formation of what
is noble, and true, and self-sacrificing in the century it has been the domin-
ant and leading factor. In this connectton I include all the Bible Societies.

Tt was in 1804 that the British and Foreign Bible Society was founded.
In that year the Basle Society ~lso came into ‘existence. Within the next
eleven years twenty-eight Bible Societies were formed. The following year
saW the commencement of eight more Bible Societies, the most important of
which was the American, the great rival of the British and Foreign in all
generous, peaceful, and world-wide enterprises. Tho number of independent
Bible Sccieties rose to seventy-three, and our Socicty has now about 7,000
auxiliaries, branches, and associations at home and abroad.

It is worthy of remembrance that the hirst subject which engaged the
attention of the Bible Society was China. Nearly a century has passed since
then, and now at its close it is again China which is absorbing attention.
Last Monday resolutions of Committec were passed with regard to China
which affect one quarter, at least, of the human race.

There has been within this period immense progress. When Morrison
resolved to go to China he heard of a New Testament MS. which was in the
British Museum. He copied much of it himself, and was able to take wi .1
~ him to China a complete transcript. It was proposed to publish it, but the
scheme was given up, as the Committec di' not know its value, and as each
copy would have cost £2. Now a Chinese stew Testament can be produced
for 6d. DMorrison began Ly revising the parts which were published by our
Society. Nothing can be grander than Morrison’s work. Hoe went out to
- China when it was at the peril of a Buropean’s life to go. He fought with
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the language, fought with tho climate, fought with a thousand difliculties.
Ee conquered them and then died.  He may truly be described as the man
who gave the Bible to China. He compiled a dictionary and grammar, and
threw light on the language. After his day the light became clearer year by
year.

From the earliest times China has had a fuscination for the Western
minds. Its mystery added to the churm. Marco Polo first opened up
the vague and unknown land, but his accounts were not credited. Soon
others followed. The country was opened up, little by little. Christian
missionaries were in the vanguard.

Soon Morrison as a translator was followed by others. There was need
of revision of the earlier work, and more than one scholar attempted the task.

But the missionaries were isclated, and separated from each other. Difier- ‘

ences in rendering were inevitable ; difterences of view were unavoidable.

These difficulties can be understcod only in the light of the nature of l

the Chinese language and dialects. Some leading facts must be borne in
mind on this subject.

The old—the classical—language of China is the Wen-li. Itisa written,
not a spoken, form. Itssystem of ideographic signs is cumbrous in the last
degree. But it is the scholar’s treasury. It is the language of learning, the
key to civil promotion. Tu know it is to be an educated man in China.
The vast system of competitive examination is based upon it. The knowledge
and use of it in literaiure is indispensible.

In this classical script five versions of the Bible have been produced.
Unhappily they are variant versions. A united band of English and Ameri-
can scholars began a united version ; but, as the work went on, a divergencs
of view revealed itself, and the result was two versions instead of one. The
American is literal and faithful, but uncouth and foreign. The English is
idiomatic and polished, but paraphrastic. It should be added that there is a
simpler variety of this classical speech known as ‘“ Easy Wen-li,” and that
in*o lthis seript versions have also been made for the less learned of the
people.
The other leading language is the Mandarin. Th's is spoken as well as
written. It is the actual language of some 200 millions. It is the commer-
cial and every-day medium for thought and conversation. In this langvage

also, versions have been made. But the Mandarin lacks the prestige and the |

classical status of the Wen-li, though it comes home more fully to the people.

As years went on, varying versions in Mandarin, as well as in the many

local dialects of the country, became multiplied. There was a general feeling
among scholars and missionaries that something should be done towards uni-

fication.  This feeling lay deep in the minds of the Committee of the !

Bible Society, and to eftect sucbh a union I had the honour of attending the
Shanghai Conference on behalf of our Suciety. ‘The Committee thought that
the time had arrived when the missionaries might be asked to devote their
best scholarship and highest intelligence to the production of a Bible which
would unite all, instead of being a source of division.

““You have come ten years too late,” said some. ‘‘You have come
forty years too soon,” said others. Theze was a general agreement, how-
ever, that there was urgent need for an attempt at united versions, but that
it was impossible to bring about the union.

Here, however, was exemplified the truth of that great law in Christian
service, that whenever there is any work which should be done for God, and

when men say it is impossible, the time has arrived for doing it.

The Conference in Shanghai, composed of 432 delegates, representing |

forty-two organizations, was full of earnestness.

Men and women had been praying, and there was a sincere desire to
achieve something, but a hundred difficulties stood in the way. No details
can be given now, but it may be added that when there seemed no possibility

|
!
!
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of success the Spirit of God took possession of the Conference, and in
Christian charity and brotherly love enthusiastic resolutions were unani-
mously passed, one delegate only out of the 432 voting against two of the
resolutions. Committees were appointed to seclect translators to carry out
union versions in the various languages. The strife of forty years was closed. |
When this great result was achieved, the united Conference, with glad, full
lfnelarts, sang the Doxology, an expression of the deepest thanks and worship-
ulr9ss.

It was not an unimportant part of the Conference’s work that they
remembered the blind, and appointed a strong Committee to look after their
interests.

The work of the Bible Society in China has always been on a large scale.
Up to 1853, £30,000 had been spent, and the expenditure up *. the present
time has reached a total of £150,000.

This expenditure will go on in an increasing ratio, and with a Union
Bible, and a thousand more missionaries to earry it to the people, the Word

of God will fly swiftly throughout that great empire.

The field is unlimited, and the influences of the race and its future are
aiso unlimited. The Chinese are the English of the Bast. ‘They are pressing
forward everywhere, pushing out weaker races. If we don't Christianize
them, they will heathenizc us. .

A splendid work lies before the Bible Society. The little seed planted
by the portals of this century has grown into a mighty tree, with :ajestic
outspreading branches. The branches extend to China, and truly the leaves
of the tree ave for the healing of that nation.

THE BIBLE IN 1890.

In the eighty-sixth annual report of the British and Foreign Bible
Society we have an interesting account of the latest transactions of that ven-
erable society. It is an account of work of the most important kind which,
in almost every part of the world, is extending and exerting, year by year, a
happier influence, its svle object being to encourage a wider circulation of
the Holy Scriptuies, without note or comment, in the languages of all people
that on earth do dwell. The issues of the year have again been large—rising
to a total of over three million, seven hundred and ninety thousand copies.
The story of the Bible in France is pleasantly told by M. Gustave Monod, of
Puris. There is a light upon its page and a happy energy in its tone con-
trasting strongly with the accounts of former years. ‘ The circulation has
leaped into a total which nearly trebles that of 1889.” M. Monod expresses
his vonviction that the horizon is brightening i France—the current of pop-
ular thought and life is, very apparently, less irreligious than it was a few
years ago. In Belgium, one of the hardest fields for the society’s work, on
account of the prevailing socialistic atheism, there has been substantial pro-
gress. Some of the educated Roman Catholics in that country are feeling it
a reproach that the Scriptures are seldom vead by even the most devout of
the people. The spivit of enquiry has, however, been awakened, and the
Word of God is coming to be in demand. In Germany the circulation of all
the Bible societies rose last year to 600,000 copies, and it is gratifying to note
that the young Bmperor is a warm friend of the work. In Austria, notwith- |
standing the hostility of the Church of Rome, the agents of the Bible Society
are encouraged in their work. In Italy the outlook is hopeful. The total

issues from the depdt in Rome last year were 21,593 copies. Tn Spain the ¢

aspect of affairs is “‘ the quiet and slow, but sure advance of the Holy Scrip-
tures over all the land.” The accounts from Africa picture the advance of
European civilization and Christian influence. The reports from Iudia

N e
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afford impressive testimony to the revolutions and advances in religious
thought that have been made. In China, although the progress is still slow,
““there is a movement of the dry bones.” In Canada there Las been marked
progress all along the line. The Scriptures, in whole or in part, arc now
printed by this society in 291 languages or dialects. The total receipts for
the year were over one million of dollars ; and the amount of good that has
been done by the army of colporteurs employed by the Bible Society is
beyond calculation.—Presbyterian Record.

©

BOARD MEE'TINGS—TORONTO.

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the U. C.
Bible Society was held on Tuesday evening, the 21st October, at 7.30 o’clock,
the Rev. Robt. Wallace in the chair. After the opening devotional exercises
led by the Rev. John Burton, B.D., the minutes of the previous meeting
_ were read and approved, a report from the Agency and Colportage Committeo
was submitted and adopted. The Treasurer informed the meeting of the re-
ceipt of a bequest of $100 from the late Alexander Armstrong, of Bram;ton.
The Rev. Mr. Stobu, Agent and Secretary of the Quebec Auxiliary, was intro-
duced to the meeting and gave an interesting account of the work in that
District. He was assured that the Quebge Auxiliary had the hearty sympathy
f the Board. A letter was read from the Superintendent of the Methodist
Missionary Society asking at wha! rate 300 Cree Bibles could be bought for
distribution among the Indians. The matter was referred to the Agoncy and
Colportage Committee. A communication was received from the Rev. A. F.
McGregor, resigning his position as Director of the Society on account of his
moving from the city. His resignation was accepted with regret. The
Depositary’s Cash Statement, the List of Gratuities, Memo of Cash Balances
and the Schedule of Colportage wers read, Rev. Bernard Bryan pronouncing
the benediction.

The November meeting was held on Tuesday evening, the 18th, at 7.30
o'clock, the President in the chair. The Rev. Dr. Johnston opened the
meeting by reading from the scriptures and afterwards leading in prayer.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. The Rev. Mr.
Burton gave an interesting account of his visit to the Parent Society's build-
ing in London, England, and of his intercourse with several of the officials
there. Mr. N. W. Hoyl.a supplemented this information by seme additional
obscervations of his visit there last summer. The Permanent Secretary re-
ported the receipt of $5,000 from the executors of the will of the late Wm.
Gooderham, which sum was deposited in the Canadian Bank of Commerce.
It was ordered that the amount bequeathed be known as the Wm. Gooderham
Bequest, to be invested in approved securities, the annual interest on which
to be devoted towards liquidating the debt on the building and furniture,
jointly with the U. C. Tract Society, after which to any specified work deter-
mined on by the Board, and the ofticers of the Society for the time being to
manage the Bequest. A report from the Agency and Colportage Committee
was submitted and approved. The Rev. Geo. H. Sandwell was elected
Director in place of Rev. A. F. McGregor, resigned. Applications from Mr. H.
C. Dixon for 10 Bibles and 10 Testaments for use of inmates in Richmond
St. lodging house, from Mrs. Dr. Wilmott for 2 doz. School Bibles in English
for the Indian girls at Crosby Home, Fort Simpson, B. C., frrom the Rev. E.
F. Wilson for 36 plain Bibles and 24 Reference Bibles in English for the
Indian School at Shingwauk, Sault Ste. Marie were granted. The monthly
statements were submitted and the meeting closed with the benediction by
the Rev. H. G. Baldwin.

i
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The Board met in the evening of Tuesday, December the 16th, at half
past seven o'clock, the Rev. Manly Benson in the chair. The Revs. B.
Bryant and James Grant led the devotional exercises. The minutes of last
meoting were read and approved. A report was submitted from the Agency |
and Colportage Cominittee and approved. A letter from the Rev. Goo. H.
Sandwell was read, accepting the position of Director on the Board. The Rev.
N. 8. Hunt, D.D., Secratary of the American Bible Saciety, in & communi-
cation dated the 26th November, informed the Board that the 76th Anniver-
sary Meoting of their Society would be held in New York on tho 13th May
next, and at the same time requested the Dircctors to send a representative of
this Society who would take part in the meeting on that occasion. The
Directors cordially accepted the invitation and elected the Rev. John Burton
to visit the American friends as they desire. The Rov. Mr. Burton accepted
she appointment. A letter was read from the Rev. E. F. Wilson of the
Shingwauk Indian Schooi at Sault Ste. Marie, thanking the Board for the
donation of Bibles made to his mission and requesting a further gift of three
Bibles of a lurger size; granted. An anplication from the Superintendent of the
Mission Union, Toronto, dated 15t inst., was submitted fora gift of 30 Bibles
for the use of those attending the mission ; granted. The Secretary stated
that arrangements had been made for a meeting of the joint Committee on
* Ketchum '[rusts ” with a view to an early distribution of prizes to the
scholars attending the various Sunday Schools in this city, in accordance
with the terms of the bequest. The names of several gentlemen were sug-
gested as desirable to attend and speak at our annual mesting to be held 1n
the latter part of May next and tbe Secretary was instructed to open corres-
ponience with the object of securing such services. The usual routine busi-
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ness having been disposed of, the meeting was closed with prayer led by the
Rev. H. Grasett Baldwin.
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NOTES OF THE MONTH.

FROM 7'HE ‘‘ BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY REPORTER.’
A RETROSPECT OF TEN YEARS.

A leading member of Committee, W. Blomfield, Esq., has recently made
a careful survey of the last ten years of the Society’s history. Some of the
rvesults are very instructive. In 1830 the Society had seventeen foreign
agents; in 1890 there are twenty-seven. Then there were 238 versions in
circulation, now there are 291. The price-list of the varivus editions at that
time occupied fifteen pages, but it has gradually increased to twenty-three.
The circulation has much increased + in 188C it was 2,780,362 ; in 1890 it
was 3,792,268. The issues for the Blind have also largely extended. The °
dnnual Report has, with the growing work, naturally developed its size : ten '
years ago it was a volume of 272 pages ; now it is 475, and this after careful '
compression. It must, however, be regretfully noted that the total income !
of the Socicty has not grown with its other growth ; it was £213,347 in 1880 |
in 1890 it was only £212,077. Other facts and comparisons serve to reassure !
the mind on the financial position, but there is evidently ample cause for !
serious watchfulness and for hieartier work. It adds a touch of natural sor. !
row to the retrospect to notice that during the decade sixteen members of |
the General Committee have died. !
t
1
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The end of the year has come at last, and the retrospect is naturally very
varied. To some the backward look is painful, to others full of gladness and
peace. Now, perhaps, is the time to study the wisdom of ¢ forgetting those
things which are behind ”—-whether sad or joyful-—in comparison with the
more urgent duty of * reaching forth unto those things which are before.”
The failure must not depress us, nor the success elate us too much. Let
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them both pass : may we not serve Christ the better for them both, and be
assured that all God’s servants, the sorrowful as well as the glad ones, work
“ hand to hand ” for the good of those who love Him ?

Here is an extract from the recent report of the Basle Missionary
Society, referring to its work in the Bast Indies. It must be read with sin-
cere sympathy by all who have followed the accounts given in the Society’s
own Report and elsewhere of the womanly but diflicult work of Biklewomen
for their neglected sisters : —

‘¢ Especially do we ask for the prayers and sympathies of our friends on
behalf of our Biblewomen. Although they meet with much that tends to
dishearten and discourage tuem while making their house-to-house visits,
still they too can tell of many pleasant, joyful and encouraging experiences
which prove that their labour 18 not in vain, as here and there the
Gospel message throws into heathen darkness a ray of light which would
never have entered there but for such women’s work among women. We
are therefore most thankful for the assistance veceived from the Bible Society,
that has enabled us to take up and carry on this important work hitherto.”

The annual meeting of the Exeter branch of the Society was held in -

October, and the reports of ths yeuar suow an advance—slight but so far wel-
come—on both the contributions and the circulation of the previous year.
In his address as chairman, Earl Fortescue made a plea which should be laid
to heart, and which came from his lips with special authority. The great
benefit, he said, connected with the operations of the Society, which com-
mended itself so much to his sympathies, was its earnestly Christian and
thoroughly unsectarian character. He was sorry to say that in his old age
he had observed a decided, though gradual, increase of the spirit of sec-
tarianism. When he contemplated the internecine conflicts of Christians of
different denominations in the presence of the augmented effurts and growing
boldness of the infidel assaults, he was reminded of the conflicts of the various
factions within the walls of Jerusalem, whilst the Roman soldicrs, besieging
them from without, were constantly drawing their line of impenetrable iron
tighter around the doomed city. The evil results to the cause of Christianity
{rom these internecine striggles, in diverting attention from the defence and
assault against the common foe, was to him a melancholy spectacle. But the
British and Foreign Bible Society, and the Young Men'’s Christian_Associa-
tion, were two agencies that seemed to him to be completely divesied of any-
thing like sectarianism. They appeared to have realized the essential unity

and co-operation which ought to characterize Christians, and especially .
Protestant Christians. In this noble Bible Society might be found the .
grandest example, on the greatest scale, of, if not general Christian union, |

at least general’andhearty co-operation in the work of spreading the Word
of God. )
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I attribute my illumination entirely and simply to t'.. reading of a book.
Yes, and it is an old, homely book, modest as nature, also as natural as she
herself—a book which has a work a-day and unassuming look hke the sun
which warms us, like the bread which nourishes us—a book which luoks at
us as cordially and blessingly as the old grandmother who daily reads in it
with her dear trembling lips and with her spactacles on her nose ; and this
book is called shortly {fe book, the Bib' . With right is this named the

Holy Scripture ; he who has lost his G can find Him again in this book, |

and he who has never known Him ish  struck by the breath of the divine
word.—Heinrich Heine.




THE CIRCULATION OF THE BIBLE.
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At the beginning of this century it is said that the Bible, or portions of
* it, had been published in about fifty languages, mostly European. The num-
I ber is now reported to have increased to about 300 languages or dialects, the
' 250 increase being for foreign mission fields.
i The first report of the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1808 showed
; an issue of 81,5600 Bibles and Testaments, of which 16,500 were of the Old,
i and 65,000 of the Mew Testament and portions. For the last tive years the
i issues of the Bible in whole or parts by this society have averaged 4,000,000
I copies yearly, and 120,000,000 volumes have been issued in the 85 years of
| its organization ; about one-half the issues now are circulated in mission
i lands through the efforts of about 600 colporteurs and agents. These often
t precede and prepare the way for the living missionary.
! The American Bible Society in its first annual report in 1817 shcwed an
i issue of 6,450 completo Bibles, which has increased yearly until it has reached
i an average for the past ten years of 1,440,000 copies yearly, of which over
;500,000 volumes annually are circulated in mission fields ; in this work about
{ 400 colporteurs are employed.
| These issues, with those reported by other societies, show an annual
, circulation of the Bible, in whole or in portions, of about 6,000,000 volumes,
; and an entire issue for 85 years of 214,000,000 volumes. The issue of
; 6,000,000 volumes for 1888 is believed to be more than the entire issue of
the Scriptures in all the centuries previous to 1800. In this work the two
societies named have expended over $60,000,000.

In view of such a wonderful increase of Bible circulation, we may well
call this the great Bible and missionary century of the world’s history. As
it was about twenty years before the first missionaries lexrned a foreign lan-
guage, so as to make a translation of the Bille, no great increase appeared
until after 1830, while more than one-half of the 214,000,000 copies shown
in our statistics, and of the translations and circulation, were the work of the
past twentr-tive years.

It is not too much to say that the 250 translations each represents an
amount of patient heroism, self-denial and scholarship that are worthy of an
honvurable place in the world’s history. In over 300 languages the Bible
now reaches nearly all the known countries of the world. Asia gets a goodly
portion of the circulation ; nearly 500,000 volumes of the Bible, in whole or
in its parts, were scattered among the 350,000,000 of Chinese for 1888. Of
other countries a circulation of over 300,000 is reported for India, 76,000 in
Japan, 13,900 in Persia, 11,500 in Ceylom, 37,000 in the Malayan Islands,
6,000 in Syria, 18,000 in Liberia, 300 000 volumes in Russia, 125,000 in Tur-

key, 7,750 in Greece, 137,00v in Italy.
: At Milan, in Italy, anItalian publisher has begun the publication of the
' Bible in numbers at one cent cach, of which 50,000 copies were sold the first
week.
: In Africa, Algiers and Tunis get 7,750 volumes, Egypt 80,500, Mada-
gascar 20,000. Of thoe more than thirty translations into the languages of
. Africa, and through the many agencies of eastern, western and southern por-
ti(ﬁxs, many other thousands are circulated, but the statistics aro not easy to
» collect.
. & In North and South America, Mexico has had 120,000 volumes in the
. past twenty years; and for 1888, Brazil received 28,000, Peru 8,000, and
. other portions of South Amecrica over 75,000 copics, of which the Argentine
Republic received 32,300 volumes. Agencies in Central America among the
. Indiaus, and in the West Indies, call for many thousands more. As the
y Bible is translated into twenty-two languages for the Pacific Islands, many

.
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thousands of volumes are yearly circulated there ; and in many instances, as
in the older mission fields, a Christian literature is one of the early fruits of
Bible circulation. Of the translations used in mission ficlds, 93 are for Asia,
31 for Africa, 24 for North and South America, and 22 for the Pacific
Islands. Statistics, however, tell but a portion of the wonderful story of how
these millions of messengers, winged by the Holy Spirit, do their work in
announcing the coming kingdom of our Lord.

The history from the more than one thousand.colporieurs, mostly na-
tives, of how the Bible is received, is full of thrilling facts and incidents that
would fill volumes every year. The queen of Madagascar at her coronation,
a few years since, placed her hand wpon the Bible, saying that it should be
the foundatiou of her government. In the interior of Africa, where Bishop
Hannington was murdered,young men or boys would hold on to their Bibles,
though threatened with death for doing so. A leading man in Brazil said to
one who was urging the merits of the Bible, ¢ You say you have had that
book for generations in your country. Where was your father that he allowed
my fatber to die without a knowledge of it1" A missionary in India-asked
a Brahmin priest if he read the Bible. *fYes,” said he, ‘I have read the
New Testament through over seventy times, and the Old Testament over
thirty times.” A Mohammedan priest in Persia brought his Koran to the
Bible agent to exchange it for the Bible. .

The Bible is not given away in these lauds except in special cases, but
is sold to many who buy it at a sacrifice in their poverty, and to some who
will walk a day’s journey to get it. Among the purchasers also are learned
men, priests and teachers who represent the varicus heathen faiths of Asia.
Chunder Sen, the well-known philosopher of India, who rejects idolatry but
does not accept Christianity, says that the name of Jesus is the greatest
power in India. .

Thus, beyond all power of words or siatistics to depict, the wenderful
words of life as found in the Bibie are transforming life, not only changing
individuals and communities, but lifting peoples and nations throughout the
world up into the light of a Christian civilization ; and it is not too much to
say that not only is the great advance of the nineteenth century in moral
and Christian culture a direct outgrowth of Bible circulation, but the unpar-
allelec material and intellectual prosperity as seen in large portions of the-
woﬁd would have been impossible without the power exerted by this same
Bible.

It is to be regretted that information of such mighty influences, working
out the highest interests of mankind, cannot be more often found in our
religious and secular press. The people might then have some of the enthu-
s;nsm th]a;; characterizes the reception of the Biblo in the mission fields of
the world.

RELATION OF THE BIBLE SOCIETY TO MISSIONS.

At the annual meeting of the South American Mission, in September
last, Rev. Andrew Milne, general agent of the American Bible Saciety for
South America, presented an interesting report of his work and .nat of his
assistant, Rev. Francisco Penzotti.  Brother Milne has, in bis time, visited
nearly every South Awmerican State in the prosccution of his work. The
circulation of the Scriptures has, in some measure, prepared every field for
the advent of the inissionary, and is preparing other fields in States not yet
within any mission. 1f the Bible Socicty is as helpful in other mission-
ficlds as it is and has been in South America, T apprehend its importance as
an auxiliary to other forms of mission work has not been fully appreciated
by the Church at home.—Bishop Walden, in the Westery Christian Advocate.
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RECETPTS FROM BRANCHES AT THE BIBLE HOUSE, TORONTO:
FROM 1st JULY, 1890, TO 3lst JANUARY, 1891

Note.—(1) To Quebec Auxiliary ; (2) Unappropriated ; (3) For Recorders.

¥Free CoNTRIBUTIONS.

On
Biaxcn. Purchase{ U. C. | B. & F.
B B.S.

Account. Sundries.

Aldborough ... cevve ceviieniiiiiiiiandieen aane

Allenford.... .......... ... .
Ambherstburg ...
Ambherat Island... e eeee eeeeaan.
ArkONa L.ttt i
Arkwright .......ociiiil i ..
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Bayfield coeeceiniiiiiieioniiner vaenn 1
Beamsville....oocoeiiriniiiinaniiiiafeceeaaia,
Beaverton ...c..cccieecaiiacnciosanncnaf coneaanan
Beetdn ..... ciiieeiiiirr cereicccananns 495
Belgrave . .. cei. ciiciiiiiieeaie ceeann 3 60
Bervie cooiiiiiiiiiiaiies cenrieneneaes 6 80
Binbrook .....coiiiiiiiiiies cien ceefiaiiiiies
BlaKe cuiciiiecinnens vencanrsancacaaforraaianns
Bloomfield ...... coiieiiricanins cons foeieiaanns
Bluevale . ...ciiiiiiiiiiiiriiiiiiiafeieeaiaas
Biyth ool o tiiiir ciiiienen . 1265
Bracebridge ..cooociiiiiiiiiiiiieinaii el o
Brampton ....ccecvieee cocirinimeaceas]oeseaeiaan e e e
Brantford.......... eeeeeseeecnacanonan 250 80 Jeeieieennn e e e e eena
Broadview.....oc. ciieien e v eiees & 8 45
Brooklin.....cov ¢ teiiiiiiiiiiiaanans 4 04
Brucefield ... ..oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e
Buxton coeceier ceiieee viene ve seeeferiaaans .

Camlachie ceuteeennenn iceniaananenannn 190
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Campden e covve ceveiiiiainiaaeaen. cees
Campbellford ... ..coeeiiianniininnn.
Canfield . cvonvnneniiinnnnrieiiannnns [
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Clinton ....cevcove coen ev cees eeees
Colborne ..eovevevianvannnnnnesans

Coldsprings .........t
ColdWater.ciceeeiieeesrinncienennaanans
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RECEIPTS FROM BRANCHES~Continued.
on Freeg CONTRIBUTIONS.
BRraNCH. Purchase| U. C. ;B. & F. .

Account. | B.S. B.S. Sundries.
Lucknow .. Cereerienceatesnaaannn 1117 ‘ 17 75 177 | ()17 7
Lynedocki. . cu.eiereeniiieiiien i fereaaannns 450 foeiieiinn. e e
McGillivray . de eeteaeeiaeann 1 30 122 b e el
Madoc...... eereen e e s w742 2 369 ) ...
Manitou .. e . D 1 T O
Maple Valley. ..ooieeniivian iie o] eeene et 12262 1 iev it cien eees
MALR ceneve aemnvreernnnaareannccansos] sane cunn i [3 2 7 R S S
Melro8e. o oveercceneecrieranrs cerencnsfooscansann 350 Joo.ea it
MHAland ooeeiiiiniee oo teiniiininanan 11 51 3644 ...l
Mxldmny ................. . . 10 00 A3 5L, ieeiieee) cineniann
ARMOrd. . oe seerienrnnans cen ceiidieensaaan 100 fooeeeeia i it
B D - U 8§90 .......... D
Milverton...o.ceevven ceen vuenns U L3 T U PO
Minnedosa. vveeeeerreinee serenanaanan 17 85 15 80 15 80 fueerennnn
MOIT e i veeiinenaiannaineanetannrnonns . 665 b O T PO P
Mooretown ....c oo cein an el e 12 79 479 fooooviieadiaiee,
MOrriston.. «.eeviiins ve cisiiieenaias 126 foeie i diieinesaaad coienes |
Mount Forest. ... «.ov v oo oo ] ALTH 44 30 44350 t...... .el
Newbridge «voeeer cen v v venns B S T N 1+ I PP PSR P
Wewburgh ceeee o ceiiiiiiiieiieen 125 {oi. ceifivennieeeifiiaarianan
New Dundee. . oeeieeenneienne e onn 10 00 5 2K T S PO N
New Hamburg. cooovvviviiiinn e o 34 95 356 {.... ..... ceee -
Newtonville ....  civeeeriiiiianan, 3T {..oool . I ‘
\xagam l«alls Southe..inaraene caeanenn 3 I OO Y N i
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Paisley c.veee er viemiiciiieeneiaaaaens
Partham....cooon coiiiminnninnn vanaenn cee
PariS cooer cneecetescanciaaes areenaans
Parkdale ...ovceriiiiriiiniiiniiieaanas
Parcy Sound...ooiiiiiniaans ool ..

Penetanguishene ........ .. .
B

T
Port Colborne. ... convarnes cor eoe ous
Port Dover.ciieiiiaieiiinereaaneueans
Port Elmin. .o oceeeiiaiiineivinnerannas
Port HOPe «+ coveeenanmnras  on cmens
Port Rowan c.oovuiieiinnns o ceee aunn
Prince Albert.... .

St.ANNS c.viees v v an ans
St. Helen's.
St. Musy's ..
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RECEIPTS FROM BRANCHES—Continued.
On FrRee CONTRIBUTIONS.
BRANCH. Purchase}] U. C. | B. & F. s
Account,| B.S. | B.S. |Sundries.

Dereham ... coooiiiiiiiii 15 72 2352 L. oceiiiidee ciiiann
Deseronto ... ... cie eeee s 986 Jorverereiforane confirenen onn
Drayton...o.oeere civeiiin il 345 16 30 1630 }...... ...
Dresden ... covveivvvnr v iiiiiiiiiian 7 90 15 90 159 |..........
Dunbarton...........ccovvveen o cilln 8 64 [ R SO
Dunganton cooeenieieinniinr ane aene 197 20 U P
Bast Williams ... ....ocooiiiiiiinin]oen. b oo, (3) 300
Edgar ...ooieiiiiiiiiis ciiinanninianns 8 69 2040 f....iiiiiifeeiiiiia,
Egmondville ..... .. ... .. o], B O
Eldon ..ccoovaeiaiiiian.. F Y 392 {ooeeiiiiiiiaiii
Elkhorn ........ . .. ... ... 12 25 1495 feeeeiiiiileenennnnn,
BIMIra covoen e i i iiane e 26 29 4894 .. w el L.
Elmvale ..oo..oo0 ool ol P PO 232 {o.oiideeiin,
Eramoss .cocoevevriiii v civiiniieeiii]iiann cun 38 28 3827 l..........
Yenelon Falls.. ...... .... ccooonaea
Frankford .......... ...l ceel ool
Galb ooeriiiii e e
Garafraxa .. ... .ol el
GardenIsland ..... .......oiiiiilll.
Georgetown. ... oo it iiiies ceiiiainn .
Glanford ........cciiiiiiiiiis ciiiiann
Glenmorris . veveiiiiniiieiiians caaan
Goderich ...l e
GoodwWood tuiiiiit i iie i
Grafton.... ... e eete eee eeenn
Greenbank,.....oviiiiiiiiiiiinian .t
Greedweod.... ... . .. ciiiiiieieeen.
Grenfell .... ... ... ... ...
Grimsby ..ol ciin iiiiiiiiien,
Hagersville ...... .. .....co0 « on ool

Harrowsmith .
Hespeler. ...
Hibbert..............

Indian Head
Innerkip
Inverary

Jarvis .. .

! Keswick and .Medina..... ...... oo .
1 Kilsyth.... ..o.o0 0 ciieiiiiin,
i Kincardine ......ciiiiiiiiiiiieiiaaan..
] Kinburn. . . te eeieectes seeseaes

Xingston ..ocoieviine ev eeen cenn
Kinlough ..... e e eeieee aenns
Kinmount .... ....iiiiiiiiiis cenann
s Kippen ..oiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e .
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RECEIPTS FROM BRANCHES—Continued.

h . On | Frer CONTRIBUTIONS.
BRANCHES, fxﬂiﬁﬁﬁe U. g iB.B&SF Sundries.

Sebringwille ... ......

Seeleys Bay

Shalkespeare......

Smithville ..... ......

1031013 7 N

Sonya.....i.iienian

Stirling ....... ...........
Strabane
Sunderland

Tamworth.
Tavistock
Teeswater
Thedford .

Trowbnuge
Tweed....oovuener o

Underwood
Uxbridge

Var
‘chtona. Road Depositary .
Vittosia

Walton. ........... et reeneeereaaaas
Washmgton ............................
Waterford . e

Waterloo
Watford -........... . teeeneiean .
Welland.. . o.oieeeeenieisienniaenanonns
‘Wellington cee
West LoTNe.eeeeecanes cver covnrnannns
Whitewood
Wiarton
Winterbourne. ......ovvee ciiiieian o
Wolfe Island
Wolseley
Woodstock

York... .....

C. Blackett Robinson, Printer, &

Jordan Streot, Toronte.




