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Excuses for Drinkiag.

Some drlnk to make them wide awake,
And gomo to make them sleep;

Some drink because they merry are,
Auvd gome becauge thoy weop.

Some drink because they’re very hot,
And gomo because they're cold;
Somne drink to cheer them when they’re
young,
And goma becauge thoy're old.

Somse drink to glve them appetite,
And gome to ald digestion;

Some, tor the doctor says §t's right,
And gome without a question.

Some drink when they a bargain make,
1 some becauce of loss;
Some drink when thoy their pleasure
t&ker
And gome when they are cross.

Som9 drink for sake of company,
‘While some drink on the sly;
And many drink, but never think,
About the reason why.
—Alliance News.

- WINTER SPORTS IN CANADA.

The Montreal Ice Palace was the first
ever trijed {n the New World. The
bulldlng was made of blocks of ice,
forty-two by .twenty-four inches, each
block weighing five hundred pounds, and
the Wwkole structure containing forty
thousand cublc foot of ice. Its dimen-
sions were about ninety by ninety feet,
with rectangular towers at each corner,
and a central square tower one hundred
feet high. The blocks were “ cemented”
together by snow for mortar, and then
water was pumped ob from a hose, and
the whole palace made into one solid
plece, so that you couldn’'t separate one
block trom another without sawing them
apart. The Ice Palace was the most
beautitul sight I ever saw fn sun-light or
mood-light. By the electric light it re-
minded one of what Charles the Fifth
sald ot Antwerp Cathedral, that it was
worthy of being placed under a glass
shade. I went on top of the mountain
and looked down at the thousands of
lights throughout the city, and at this
glowing structure in the middle. It was
like fairy-land.

Tobogganing is the nearest thing to
fiying one can find. One couldn't live
long it he kept going at such a speed.
The toboggan IS made of two pleces of
thin bass wood, about six feet long and
two feat wlde, bent up In front ilke the
dashboard of & sleigh. It has cross
pleces of wood for strength, and long,
round sticks at each side, and s all
clasped together by cat-gut. The In-
dians make thom, and use them to.carry
the game they shoo! over the snow
through the woods, and the Canadians
tarn them into use for pastime in sliding
down hills. The toboggan is so light

that it doesn’t Sink in soft snow like a.

cutter, and is 50 smooth on the bottom
that it goes down hill like a shot, es-
pecially when the hill i3 glippery.

M7 first experlence of tobogganing was
ou the pack part of 3fount Royal The
moudtain was thus named by the dis-
coverer of Canada, when he first saw. the
St. Lawrence river and the landscape
from its summit. The tobogganing
slide here Is purely an artificlal ona, It
1s & bjg structurec of logs and planks
mede in an inclined plane, up one -side
of which there are steps, and down the
slde beside it a smooth, fce-covered
siide. There is room on top like a little
plavform upon Which you settle yourself
on Your toboggan. To tell tho truth,
there’s po danger on proper hiile. A
man sits Dehlnd and steers with his foot.

The gensation 1z exciting. You lose
your hreath ag the snow dashes up inte

your face, and You have all the feeling-

of .golng on the road to & regular smash-
up, but Ddefore the smash comes, your
uleigh eases off ag gently as it started,
and Fou et up and waat to do it agaln
It you stand ‘0 one side of tho slide, and
e 8 toboRgxn Whix past you like a shot,
and Gse the frightenéd faces of the
sirangers who ars having thelr first try,

INSIDR THE ICE PALACBE,

you feel as if you were looking at a
group who were golng to destruction;
but by-and-bye you see them coming up
hill again laughing at their fears.®

The Montreal Tobogganing Clubhasa
sp'endid serles of slides a short rido from
the Windsor. The inauguration night

* The Chinese description of a toboggan
ride is very graphic—* Swish-h-h }—
walkee back half a mile-a.”

THE ICR rALLOYE,

was magnificent. The hills were lit up
all along the route with torches stuck in
the snow banks at cach side; and a great
lot of lanterns atd locomotive head-
1ights flluminated the ground, wnile at
the foot a huge bonfire was kept burning,
into which they threw coloured powder.

What a city Montreal {s for sleighing !
No sloppy roads one day and hard ones
the next. No wheels to-day and runners
to-morrow. A constant jingle of balls

MONTXBAL, INAUGURATION NIGHT.

and qulck trot of horses, and all kinds
of sleighs, vough and handsome, littla
and big. On tho civie half-holiday, there
were over two thousand sleighs In the
procession {n which the hackmen joloed.
After the drive, we stopped at McGlil
Collego gate and saw the snowshoers
start to run to the top of the mountain
and back, a distance of about three
miles cross conntry. They think noth-
{ng of running to tho Back River, cight
miles; and thoy go to Lachino and back,
or some other place, every Saturday,
about twenty miles, just for the sport of
the thing. It was great fun to see some
of the most cager follows going hoadlong
into the deep snow when they tried to
pass thoso ahead.

Snowshocs are of Indlan origin, made
of light ash, bent to an oval, and the
ends fastoned together Ly cat-gut. Th?
interfor Is then crossed with two pleces
of fiat wood to strengthen the frame, and
the whole 13 woven with cat-gut, like a
lawn tennig bat. An opening is left
for the motion of the toos in raising the
heel in stepplog out  The netiing sus-
tains the weight ot thoe body, and the
shoe sinks only an inch or two, and when
one foot 18 bearfng the weight the other
is 1ifted up, and over and onwards. The
shoes are fastened to the moccasined feet
by thongs of deer-skin In tho evening
of the inauguration of the Ico Palace.
everybady came to Dominlon Square
where there was overy sort of light but
sunlight The Ice Paluico looked like
glass: and | nev7ar saw anything so beau
tiful as when they burned blue, greon.
crimson and purple fires iaside. By
and-bye the procession of Gfteen hup-
dred mep appeared in clud upiforms.
each carryir~ a lighted i6rch In one
hand, and discharging Roman candles
from the other. After golng around the
Palace, the procession headed for the
mountain, went up tho old snowshoe
track, and returned down the zigzag
road, singing as they swung along,

“ Trawp! tramp! on snowshoes tramping,
All tho day wo marching go,
T at night by fires encamping,
We find couches ‘'mid the snow ¥’

From the city Lelow the sight was
picturesque. Tho long, serpentine trail
was seen moving in and out, and twist-
ing Jike a huge firesnake, while the
Roman candles shot thcir balls of fire
into the air. It was a grand and wilid
sight to sce them coming back. A
gnowstorm had sei In, and the Qickerlng
iights, the costumes, the sturdy, stoady
tramp of the fellows made one thisk of
8 midnight jasvasion by an army.

“BIBLE PIRST, FAPA"

* About forty years ago, a Christian
man sat at his fireside o Philadelphla
Near by him, playing on the floor, was
his only child, A beautiful little boy. It
was czrly in the mornlng. The day’s
work bad not jet begun, and waiting
for his breakfast, jt may be, the father
took up the daily paper to read. Tbe
boy at once climbed {nto his lap, snalch:
ing away the paper, exclaiming. °No,
no, papa! DBible first—Blbloc frst,
papa ! That lcason, taught by a llttle
child, was probably a turniag point in
the life of that man. Death soon came
and tore away the sweet littlo preacher,
but his morning sermon was pever for
gotten. Tho busincsi man, in his lone
tiness and sorrow, went forth to do his
work for Christ. ° Bible firet, papa,’ was
sever ringing in his ears. It became the
motto of his llife. Ho was exceedingly
prosparous {n  business. Wealth ac-
cumulated, busineas increased, friends
muitiplicd. But appermost in that mea’s
heart was the precious word of God He
read and stodied it.  As teacher and
supcrintendent In the Sabatth-school, he
taught it He did more than this he
practiced its precepts.”

The gentleman refecred o was the
well-knuwa locomot.ve engice Laolider,
Matthias W. Baldw.a. of Pl.iadelphia
Wouid pot the childs «ry. Blble rxt!”
bs an excellent moito for every Sunday-

school teacker in the land ?—8. 8, Timee
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Pinding Fault.
Tho winds refused to blovi,
“ No une, " sub? they, ~ to try

I'rom north or xonth or east or we<t
Theso folks to satirfy

The North Wind "8 too cold
The West Wintd, * bold and rough,’

The East 18 ' «hilly " th y somplain.
The South, ' nul (ool enough’ !

And go the windmlitls stopped,
And shipa lay 1die by,

The gun beat down from morn till night
Because no cloudy could fiy

I'is peuple sighed for wind
" Blow hot or cold,” sald *hey,
From north or suuth or east or aest.
‘Twill be the wisest way '
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THE ST. NICHOLAS LEAGUE.

Aunouncement s made in the Novem-
Ler St. Nicholas of the St. Nicholas
League, an organization of the readers
uf that magazine. The League motto |
18, * Live to learn and learn to live.” |
Every reader of St. Nicholas will be en-
titled to League membership, whether a 1
subscriber or not, aiso to membership |
badge and to all privileges and beneflts
ot the order.

The St Nicholas League stands for in-
tetlectuan advancement and higher ideals
of hfe ° To learn more and more ott
the pest that has been thought and done
in the world "—to get closer to the heart
of nature and acquire a deeper symputhy
with her various forms—these are its
chlet aims. and the League is in favour
of any) worthy pursuit or pastime that
is a means to this end. DBouk-study
along §s not fuliowed by the best results.
Direct friendship with the wouds and
flelds and healthful play are necessary
to the proper development of both mind
and body.

—

WILLIAM'S LUOK.

Here i3 a good story ¢f a man called
Wililam who is engaged as a window-
cleaner at o certain great hotel in Lon-
don One morning Wilitam {nstead of
doing his work. was amusing himself by
reading the paper, and, as bad luck
woul, hawve it, the manager looked in.

“Whaut's this * he safid. Willlam was
dumbfounded * Pack up your things
and go.” srid the manager

So poor \Wilham went to the oflice,
drow the maonev which was owing to him.
and then went upstairs and put on his
Sunday clothes.  (Coming down, he went
20 ray " Good-bye  to some of the other
servants. and there he happened to run
acrogs the manager, who did not re-
cognize him In his best coat.

“Do jou want a job ?
manager

“Yes, sir,” said Willlam.,

“Can you clean windows ?”

" Yes. sir.”

" You look a handy sort of chap. 1
only gave the iast man 22s. but I'll give
you 258." 1

“ Thank you, sir, said Wuuam, aad
in half ag hour ho was back In the same )
old rootn—cleaning tho window this time,
aud pot reading the paper.—Tit-Bits. l

asked the

OHAIN WILL NOT BREAK.

Misg Nathalie Schenck’s endless chain
is still as endless as ever. LEvery Mon-
Jduy morning even now the postman
drops from forty to fifty letters at the
sor, and on otner days in the week
thero are unyway from fifteen to twenty-
tlve  Mliss Schenck’s endlegs chaln was
slurted lng* summer when the sick and
wounded began stream{ng home from tho
Santiago campalgn. She thought it
vould be & worthy charity to supply Ice
to Jiem, and at the time calculated that
about £4,600 would buy all the ice naces-
«ary.  So in the enthusiasm of her Idea
Mias Schenck sat down and wrote four
letters, each ono to a friend. She asked
them to send a dimo to her and for each
one to write the same number of letters
to other frlends Tty did so, and tho
next day the dimes began coming.

Before tho week had onded, the post-
master at Babylon, where Miss Schenck
wag staying with her grandfather, Mat-
thew Morgan, began to grow uneasy.
Mizs Schenck’s mall was overflowing the
oflice. In a few days he was compelled
to lhire hbelp, and- Instead of delivering
the young woman’'s mall in tho usual
manner, it was packed in barrels and
sent qome on a trucit, At Miss Schenck's
home there was ¢ven more of an uproar.
Miss Schenck had to glve up most of her
time to opening mail. Then she had to
seck assistance. Before long an appeal
was gent out from the Morgan homo ask-
ing that the chain be broken.

Hundreds of thousands of lotters were
burned back of the Morgan stable. No
cne cver pretended to read them. The
endle-g letter chain had brought in 326,-
000, all of which has been turned over to
the Red Cross.—Montreal Star.

WHAT "“SING A 80NG OF SIX-
PENCE” MEANS.

You all know this rhyme, but have
you ever heard what it really means ?
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TOE BEAT OP WAR,

THE TROUBLE IN S8O0UTH AFRICA.

It is about four centuries since the
Cape of Geod Hope became a supply port
for Portuguese traders on their way to
and from the East Indies. And it is
about tonree centuries since the English
and Dutch began to use the promontory
fn a similar manner.

In 1620, the English took possession
of the port, deposited a gang of convicts
and sought to effect a settiement, but
owing to the ferocity of the natives the
scheme failed.

In 1652, the Dutch made their first set-
tleracnt and establizhed slavery. In
1684 they had conquered several tribes
and began to annex surrounding lands.

In 1795, the English came back agaln,
conquered the Dutch settlers and took

GAMES ON THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE,

The four-and-twenty blackbirds repre- j entire region was koown as a British

sent the twenty-four hours. The bot-
tom of the pie is the world, while the
top crust is the sky that overarches it.
The opening vt the ple iIs the day dawn,
when the birds begin to sing, and surely
such a sight is fit for a king.

The king, who is represented sitting
in his parlour counting out his money,
{s the sun, while the gold pleces that
slip through his fingers, as he counts
them, are the golden suunbeams.

The queen, who sits in the dark
kitchen, I8 the moon, and the honey
with which she regalez herself s the
moonliight.

The industrious mald, who {s fn the
garden at work before her king—the
sun—has risen, in the day dawn, and
the clothes she hangs out-are the clouds.

The bird who so tragically ends the song ,

by “ nipping off her nose,” is the sunset.
So we have the whole day, if not in n
nutshell, in a ple.

Rotuma is a lonely island some 300
miles from Fiji. It is onc of the most
beautiful islards of the Pacific, covered
with large forests of palms. Here the
forcign missionary has completed his
work and trausferred everything into the
hands of the native minister of a self-
supporting churchk. This church 3ias
contributed to foreign missions during
the past year over $1.209, and the native
pastor says the mcmbers are true and
carpest in their devotion, generous in
their contributions, and devout in their
worshlp on che Lord's day.

i

possession, bearing its present name of
Cape Colony.

In 1834, British law emanclipated all
slaves In the colony, and the Dutch, who
are now called Boers (pronounced Boors),
began to emigrate and establish new
settlements northward,. They were a
primitive people, farming, hunting, read-
ing the Bible, showing much independ-
ence of spirit, but were withal plous and
energetic. The founded & colory at
Natal, on the north-east of Cape Colony,
but !u 1843 were overpoweved by the
British, and Natal became part of the
British dominion. Aguin the Boers, un-
willing to remain under Britfsh rule,
emigrated northward and founded the
Grange Free State, a large and rich
tract of country almost surrounded by
the Vaal and Orange rivers. Trouble
cnsued, and in 1848, the Orange settle-
ment \vas placed under British authority,
while the leading Boers fled for their
lives across the Vaal river and began to
found the Transvaal Republic. After
six years, however, the British Govern-
meat, which had now found the Boers
practically unmanageable, decided to
give. them back the Orange territory, but
reserved certain rights for British set-
tlers.  Meantime the Transvaal Boers
were multiplying rapidly and developing
a calony of their own. Internal troubles
developed, however, and one faction of
the discontents appealed to England for
protection. In 1877 the English flag was
holsted in the Transvaal, and the little
republic wes dedlared to be & portion of
the British crown. But the anti-British

Boers fought this annexation scheme,
and in the battles ot Maiwand and Ma-
Juba HIill, in 1880, won such decisive
victories over the slender British forces
as to secure peace on a Boer basis, allow-
ing the Boers to re-estabtish the republic
of the Transvaal with selt-governmont
but under British auspices.

As to the merits of the preseat dispute,
opinfons differ. As a matter of fact,
the Boers as a natlon are fierce and
tyrannical, as all people are who have
been addicted to slave-holding propen-
sitles. They live & nomadic Mle, and
have no doubt often gone beyond the
bounds of their ceded rights in their at-
tempts to control internal affairs. The
English authorities clajm that they are
perfectly content “to leave the Boers free
to regulate thelr own affalrs, control
their own franchices, and manage their
own monopolies on condition that they
manifcst some regard for the iInterests
of others, and so conduct themselves that
their country shall not be a continuous
festering spot, dangerous to the peace
of the whole continent, and liable at any
timo to involve its neighbours in confiict
with each other and even with foreign
countries.”

SOME AMUSEMENT AFTER ALL.

An English nobleman, whose enter-
tainments are noticeably dull, is never-
theless himself a mar of much dry
humour. One evening he was leaning
against a wail for a few moments’' re-
freshment, and surveying the throng of
guests gathered at his wife’s bidding with
a speculative gaze, when a voluble young
man stepped up to him.

“ Pretty slow, isn’t it ?"” volunteered
the lively young stranger. ‘I wonder
it the partles Lo.d and Lady —— glve
are never any livelier than this.”

“ Never,” returned the wunrecognized
host, promptly.

“Then I shall make my bow &nd take
mysel? off at once,” said the young man.

“Lucky fellow,” sald Lord ——, with
a whimgical smile; * I'm obliged to stay.”

Something in his tone enlightened the
young man, who turned crimson and be-
gan to stammer apologles. But his host
walved all such attempts, and held out
his hand to his unwise guest. * You can
go with a clear conscience,” sald he,
pleasantly, “for you've given me the
only amusement I've had this evening

PAUL ERUGER.
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The Oarpenter of Nazareth.
That evening, when tho Carpenter swept

ou
The frogrant shavings from the work-
shop floor,
And placed the tools in order and slut to
And barred, for the last time, the
humble dobr,
And, going on his way tn save the world,
Turned from the labourer’s lot tor evers
more,
1 wonder—was he glad ?

That morning, when the
walked forth
From Joseph's doorway In the glim-
mering light,
And bade his holy mother long tarewell,
And, through the rose-shot skles with
dawning bright,
Saw glooming the dark shadows of the
€ross,
Yet, secivg, set his feot toward Cal-
vary's height,
I wonder—was ho sad ?

Carpenter

Ah! when the Carpenter went on his
way,
He ﬁllought not for himself of good or
One was his path, through shop or
thronging men,

Craving his help e'en to the cross-
crowned hill,

In toll;ixg, heallng, teaching, suffering,
a

His joy, his life, to do his Father's wiil,
And earth and heaven are glad !

~—Author Unknown.

THE QUEBN'S CHORISTERS.

Boys are not, as a rule, given to being
proud of their clothes, but a lad whose
Sunday sult costs two hundred dollars,
and js of so striking a character that
it Is not considered safe for him to go
out walking in it alone. might, perhaps,
be excused for being a trifle lifted up.

There are ten boys in London who are
thus oxpensively and brilliantly habited
every Sunday, and on state occasions be-
sldes. They are the ten chor-
isters belonging to her Majesty's

| |
whom they had passed on horseback in

tho strect. Tho head bay merely
cjaculated . ~ Who In the world does the
duffer know, if he doesn’t know the
Prince of Wales 7

THE BARREL RAOE.

A funny form of spurt 1s the barrel
race. No doubt it is very old In ita
origin, golng back at least to anclent
times In England, as do most of our out-
door diverslons. At a point about mid-
way In tho race-course a row of barrels
is placed, with the hends knocked out.
Bach “sprinter” 18 assigned hig barrel,
through which he must crawl before
completing the running, Tho antics of
the contestants in endeavouring to make
good timo through theso obstacles never
fail to set the crowd of spectators in a
roar. Sometimes a,man gets fast in
the barrel and rolls about helpless on
the ground until his more fortunate com-
petitors have reached the goal.

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER.
STUDIKS IN TOR OLD TESTAMENT.

LESSON III1L.—DECEMBER 17.
FRUITS OF RIGHT AND WRONG
DOING.

Mal. 3. 13 to 4. 6. Memory verses, 16-18.
GOLDEN TEXT.

Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.—Gal. 6. 7.
OUTLINB.
1. A Stern Arralgnment, v. 13-15.
2. A Preclous Promise, v. 16-18.
3. The Refining Flre, v. 1.
4. The Sun of Righteousness, v. 2-6.
Time.—About B.C. 433,
Place,~Jerusalem.

LESSON HELPS.
13. '* Your words'—The words of in-
fidels and scoffers, who denied that there

private chapel in St. James'
Palace, and truly gorgeous they
are when arrayed in thelr
* state suits.”

Scarlet cloth is the foundation
of the costume, and bands of
royal purple between rows of
heavy gold lace are the adorning
of it. Grandest of all, old lace
ruffles are worn at the neck and
wrists; but these are so valuable
and dificult to replace, that it
has to be a special occasion on
which they are donmned, white
lawn bands being substituted as
a rule. A boy has to take care
of his state suit, for it must last
him three years, while his un-
dress suit is replaced every eight
months.

The.choir of the Chapel Royal,
St. James’, is one of the his-
torical imstitutiops of England,
and many of its old-time cus-
toms—-including the dress of the
boys—are retained to this day.
It has numbered among {ts sing-
ers Sir Arthur Sullivan, Edward
Lloyd, Sir John Goss, Dr. E. J.
Hopkins, the veteran organist of
the Temple church, and :many
other famous Eaglish musicians,

Some curious customs, peculiar
to St. James’ choristers, are mentioned
by Mr. ¥, Klickmann Jin The Strand
Musical Magazine. The most interest-~
ing of these, perhaps, is the right of the
head boy to demand omn guinea, as
* gpur money,” from any officer entering
the chapel wearing spurs. It is said that
when Sullivan was head bcy, the Duke
of Wellington would always come to the
chapel in his spurs, in order to have the
pleasure of paylng the forleit to "is
favourite chorister.

A new boy at St. James' has some of
the same sort of experience that come
to all new boys; only, from the nature
of things, his mistakes are apt to be a
little more laughable.

“That seems to be a nice old gentle-
man,” remarked one such newcomer to
an older boy, as the two stood in the
corridor axter the servics, and were
greeted with, “ A happy New Year to
you, my lads,” by the old gentleman in
question.

“ A nice old gentleman, indeed ! Don’t
yolt know who he is 9’ was the response.
*Well, you must be & greenhorn! 1
say, fellows, he doesn’t even know Mr.
Gladstone !” and the nine waxed derisive
over the mistake of the unlucky new boy.

This unfortunate wight stiil farther
impa‘red his reputation when, a few days
iater, he meekly inquired why they had
all raised their bats to & cartaln oficer

i
mewmory of God and his commmandments,

for they *thought upou his name.”
Speaking should boe the exprea=ion of
thought. * A book of remembrance '—
An alluslon to the record kept by kings
of such as had performed hounourablo
service and should bo rewarded. See
Esth. 4. 1,

17. “ My Jewels "—Rather, my (trea-
sures. A day will come, tho day of
judgraent, when these shall all be safely
gatherced. 1 will spare them *—Tako
care of them as a father takes care of his
children.

18. Not now, but * then shallyr . . .
discern.,” Why pot discern now tho dif-
ference between °** tho rightcous and the
wicked " ? Bo wisa! \Walt not for the
rovelations of the judgment.

1. * Behold, the day cumeth *’—-Tha day
of divine punishmeat. * All the proud”
—Spoken of in chap. 3. 16.  ‘* Nelther
root nor branch "—A proverblial expres-
slon tor complete destruction. Neither
man, woinan, nor child was to be spared.

2. “The Sun of Rightcousness ' ’—Even
Jesus, tho Messiab, *° hope of Israel.
“In hlg wings ' —F: oxp: ession for
beams or rays. ** As calves of the stall”
—With health and vigeur. A promise
fulfilled in many ways—especlally in
vigorous development of the Christian
church,

3. “Ye shall tread down the wicked ”
—What will the infide]l, whose utterance
is in chap. 3. 15, now say ?

4. “Tho law of Moses —Which pre-
dicted these things. “ In Horeb —Deut.
1. 10,

6. * Elijah the prophet”~John the
Baptist*fs here meant, in whose spirit
and power ho came. Sece the allusion
In tho New Testament. This brlef chap-
ter contains threo woanderful predictions ¢
(1) The coming of John the Baptist; (2)
The coming of Christ; (3) The destruction
of Jerusalem.

HOME READINGS.
M. Fruits of right and wrong doing.—
Mal. 3. 13 to 4. 6.
Tu. The mystery explained.—Psalm 73.
1-20.
W. Folly of rejecting God.- Job 22 12 27.

THE BABREL RACE.

was profit in serving God, for the wicked
man, they aflirmed, was the prosperous
one. ‘ Vhat have we spoken so much
against thece”—A strange question for
such to ask, They would ecither deny
or defend thefr conduct.

14, “It is vain to serve God "—They
thought and taught that plety did not
pay. “What prafit fs it "—A question
too many ask $n their heaits to-day;
nevertheless ‘' godliness 78 profitable
unto all thiogs” ' Walked mourn-
fully "—In the pathway of repentance.
Tears of contrition do not add to one's
wealth, they thought. Perhaps not, but
is money everything? Is character
nothing ? Is goodness nothing ? Is
not the triuaph over evil a2 triumph
worth attaining ?

15. The practical infidel speaks. Hera
is an old obfection to the divine ad-
minfstration. Some men deride, some
are puzzled by what they see in soclety,
but Christian faith exclaims, *“ God is
Just, God is good, and time wil] vindicate
both hig justice and goodness * *“We
walk by faith, not by sight.”

16. Mark the oontrant. Good men
were found among many evil men. They
were as grains o? salt to prevent the
utter docay of social life, Even so are
thoy mow. “ They 2hat feared the Lord"”
—A holy feer, not a slavish one, and it
led them to forsake evil. *Spake’~—Iu

Th. God knows his own.—2 Tim. 2. 19-26.
P ftigtalnty of judgment.—Ecclos. 8.

S. Remember “-Dent, 4. 5-13,
Su. Sowing and reaplng.—Gal. 6. 1-10.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. A Stern Arraignment, v. 13-15.

How had the people spoken against
God ?

What did they say concerning God's
gervice 1

What change of sentiment had come
concerning the proud ? And the wicked”
2. A Preclous Promise, v. 16-18.

‘What did they who feared the Lord do?

‘What should all do who fear God ?

Vho heard and remembercd thelr
words ?
~ What preclous promise Is given them *®

‘What further promise i3 given them ?

Is this wromise to us as well as to
them ? Heh 6. 12.

‘What knowledge §s given to those who
fear God ?

3. The Refinlug Fire, v. 1.

There Is a2 day coming for which al}
other days were made, what shali it be
like ?

What shall the proud and the wicked
be like ?

How thorough shall be thelr destruc-
tica ?

|
|

4. The Run of Righteousners, v. 2.8

Who have hope in the coming of thae
Lord ?

What is it ~ to fear his name™ ¢

What haa Jeaus declared himself th ba?
Juhn 18, 12

What Joea the Sun of Rightenusness
secure (o godly men ?

What promise of spiritual prozperity
iy given them?
PRACTICAL TRACHINGS.
Where iu this lesson are wo taught—
1. That public opinlon Is not always
raje ?

2. That God loves those who t'.ink and
talx of him ?

3. That God's blessing is ever on the
good and his punfshment on tho wirkad *

What and how abould we give ¥ The
watch will remind us of our time. Wo
should glve our timo to Jesus—all of it.
but a part should be uscd in doing apecial
things for him, helpiug others, and carn-
ing monoy to do good with ft. We will
maxe & Dlle of money, too. At least a
tenth part of our money should go to

Jesus for his poor and his wandering
children, Then wo will make a heart.
That must not bo divided. 1t 1s all his
And these gifts must be mado gladly and
as long as we live,

This {8 a procept-losson, and the pre-
cept is, * Bring yo all the tithes,” cte,

On one occaslon tho Prince of Wales
bad a hearty laugh at a Hindu schoolboy
fn Madras. The youngstera lhad been
drilled into tho propricty of saying.
“Youi Royal Highness,” should the

rince speak to them; ané when the
Heir-Apparent nccosted a bright-eyed
lad, and, pointing to a prismatic com-
pass, asked, ¢ What i3 this 2" the young-
ster, all {n a fiuttor, replied, * It’s a Royal
compass, your prismatic Highness.'”

BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG
TR
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A Lif6 of Chrlst for tho Young.

By Goeorgo Ludinglun Woed Fully
flfustrated.  Cloth

A Life of 8t. Paul for the Young
By Goorge Ludington Weod. Fully
fllustretod. Cloth-+ccavaceccee

Buuny's ¥rionda.

By Amy Lo Feurre, autlor of * Prob-
able Sous,” ete.  IUustratexd, Cloth -

Legend Led,

By Amy Lo Feuvre, authorof *Taddy's
Butlon,” ete. Ilustratod. Cloth - . -
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B{ Geraldine R. Glasgow. 1llustrated.
Cloth
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TOBUGOANING ON MOUNT ROYAL.

Jim Orow.
DY CLINTON SCOLLAND.

D, eny, Jim Crow,
\Why 1g it you nlways go
with a gloomy coat of blick
The Year long on your back ?
\Why don't you change its hue,
At Jeast for a day or tvo,
To req or green or bluo ?
And why do you always wear
Such u sober, sombre air,
As 8lum as the face of Care
I walt for your reply,
And nto the peaceful pause
1hefv cumes your curlous, cronking evy
* 0, pecauso ! ‘couse ! ‘cause

Q, say, Jim Crow,
Why. when the farmers sow,
And the corn springs np in the row.
And the days that once weroe Lrief,
Qrow long, and laugh into lenf,
Do You play the raseally thief ?
I can see by the look in your eve--
Wary and wige and sly—
That you kvow the code in vogue:
Wby will you then, O why,
Porslst In the path of the rogue ?
1 nearken for your reply,
And into the empty pause,
There rings your graceless, grating ery—
- 0, pecauge ! ‘cause! ‘cause !

And say, Jim Crow,
With ail the lore you know —
Lore of the wood and fleld,
f.orc of the clouds and the Jear
bapths of the atmosphere,
To oyr duller ken concealed—
\Why I3 it You ever speak
with a mingied squank and o =que_i
You. with your talents all,
And your knowledge of this and thy',
Why must you 8lng ke a squall,
And (aik Uke a perfect ~“ flat™ ?
i iietey for your reply,
But 1 the lapse and the pause
Al 1 hear s your fmpudent cry—
- O, pectuse ! ‘causa ! ‘cause !”

”

“*MISS FANNY."
By 2I. B, MANMWELL.

+Hi' You chaps. come over here
Make g back. Little Dabbs, this moment
for Your bettersi”

It was the luncheon quarter of an
hour. apd over the playfields rushed
some two hundred boye. the scholars of
S.. Margaret’'s. The football scason was
past. and cricket was *“on,” for it was
early May., and the weather gloriously
warn)..  But to-day was to Le given up
to & jumping competition; there would
be 1O cricket.

Tho headmaster's uncle, & rich New
rorker, had come on a bricf visit to the
old schocl where he himsel! had been
edquchted. o had urought some hand-
some prizes and offered them for a
jumplag competition. Theo boya of every
form were wildly exclted over the event,
non¢® more so than & couple of chuma
about the same age—twelve—Little
Dabbs and * Mlss Fanny.”

Why Dabbs went as ‘* Little,” seelug
ho W3 the oniy Dabbs at St. Margaret &

noYody knew " He must
bave Ueen born Little
Dabbs I” thought the boys.

As for “ Miss Fanny,”
otherwiss F.uncls Eade,
there never was such an
unfortunato boy sent (o
boarding-schocl,

“ Poor little chap, ho is
g0 Dlorrlbly pretty and
girlish 1" even tho kind-
Ifcat of his schoolinntes
sald pityingly. Tho rest
led him a terrible life be-
cause of his erisp, curly,
golaen Lhalr. his pink
cheeks aud bis largo bluo
cyes  They didn’t know
the boy—yet. 8o ho was
just ** AMiss Fanny " to tho
whole school; even tho
masters, catching up tho
nickname, sccreotly agreed
among thomselvos that tho
cap fitted,

Both Little Dabts and
“ Miss Fandy' were wild
to win the special prize for
tho junfor boys under
thirteen—~a belt, with a
wonderfully carved Indian
sliver clasp. ‘Thoy had
entered thomsolves and
practiced Jumpiog as-
siduously, particulariy iit-
tle Dabbs,

The luncheon quarter of
an hour was over, and
the boys bolisterously
charged into school. All
but two, who lagged be-
hind. *

*“ What's up 7" whispered
“ Miss Faunny,” for Litlle
Dabbe' face was all puck-
ered and drawn.

" Brown Major gave me awful klck on
tile shin with his heel when I made a
back for him, that's ail !” taltered Little
Dut:’bs, and “ Miss Fanny's” face length-
ened.

A kick on tho shin, and the jumping
contest that very afternoon! “ Miss
Fanny " was strangely quiet 0. che rest
of the moraing.

Ag for Littlc Dabbs, his hurt shin grew
hourly more painful, A sixth-form boy
good-naturedly anointed the Inflamed
part with a private reme”y, but shook
his head over Little Dabbs' chances.

“1 do so want to win the prize!"
moaned Little Dabbs in confidence to
*“ Miss Fanny.” “But you'll gain ft
now, for we two are the best of the
junior lot, everybody suys !

* Miss Fanny * bit his 1lp, and screwed
p his large blue eyes, as if making up
his mind to something. Of course, he
+hould easily win now.

Afternoon came, and with it a crowd
»f ladfes invited from the neighbourhood
io see tho fun.

The competition was keen enough
among the elder boys, the bar being
talsed again and again to try their
powers. At last, the various prizes were
~on, and there remained only the
unfors’ contest.

“ Oh, what a dear, pretty boy !* loudly
nurmured the, ladies seated on chairs
within the ring of watching boys, who
all grinned widely at the flutter as “Miss
Fanny,” his jacket and shoes off, and
blushing pinker than ever, stepped into
the circle.

Behind him came Little Dabbs, and a
awmber of junfors. The bar was lowered
for them, and the contest began. It was

. at vnce seen that “ Miss Fanny ” was the

Lest Jumper, and the ladfes clapped their
Lhands delightedly. Then the bar was
raised gradually, and, one by one, the
juniors failed and fell away until there
remained but ** Miss Faany " and Little
Dabbs, whose shin wag getting insuffer-
ably painful.  Still. his pluck kept him
up. Finally the bar was again raiged.

“*Afiss Fanny ' hos missed ! A dis-
appolnted groan burst from the eager
watchers, and it deepened when the boy,
a seoond trial belng allowed each, again
falled, knocking off the bar. It was now
Little Dabbs’ turn. Pulling himself to-
gether, with an effort that whitened his
face to the lips, he cleared the bar with-
out brushing it, and fell heavily, fainting
from pain.

They carrled Little Dabbs off the fleld
on a stretcher, to be tended by the doc-
tor. But they carrled *Miss Fanny*"
off shoulder-high, with uproarious cheers.

“Ha! ba! found you out!" sald the
New Yorker, clappiug the blushing boy
heartily. “You let him win! Eh ?”

* Well, sir, Little Dabbs was so set on
winning 1"

* Miss Fanny’* walked innocently into
the trap, and wondered wky averybody
cheered louder.

When Littlo Dabba’ shin healed, there
was another sports day held, and the
prizes were given. 0ddly enough, there
vare two belts with silver clasps pre-

sented—one for the junjor who won tho
final jumping competition, and another
for tho junior who didn't. From thl}t
day forth overybody at St. Margaret's
knew that if a boy had pretty features
and dainty ways, it was not to say he
could not do brave things, and win the
hardest victory of all—that over self ~
Church Standaed.

TED'S VERSION.
BY EATE W. IIAMILTON.

The family had gathered ss usual for
the moraing reading, for Grandma al-
ways lliked (o begln the day with a Bilo
chapter, and though Rob was eccretly
impatient to bo off, and Nell's thoughts
were straying in the directlon of a gar-
den party, they dutifully read the verses
which came to them, for no one could
bear to cross tho wishes of tho dear
grandmother whd had been father,
mother and home-maker for tho orphaned
children.

* Whether therefore ye eat, or drink,
or—" began Ted listlessly.

“That means,” Interrupted tho old
lady's gentle volce, “ not eating and
drinking only, but everything we do
Lot us try to read it in that way, think-

-ing what it means.”

“Yes'm.” Ted stared at her a mo-

ment as If not quite comprehending, and -

thlen bezan again, slowly and emphatic-
ally .

* Whether therefore yo eat, or drink,—
or play the plano—or ride a bicycle—or—
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory
of God.”

There was a titter from the twins,
Dilly and Grace. Nell flashed an in-
dignant Jook at the young reader as it
she suspected him of mischief, and Rob
walted for roverent grandma to utter
some word of reproof., But instead she
only said composedly :

“ Yes; that ‘s Just what it means,
dear,” and then she read the next verse
which fell tc her turn,

As for Rob, he went on his way hslf-
laughing as he thought of the new ren-
dering, but by no means able to dismiss
the thought with a laugh. It clung to
him with strange pertinaclty, He had
heen very proud of his new whee], but it
had never occurred to him that he was
to use it in.that way. Once in the course
of the morning he came upon Ted, deeply
ongaged in a game of marbles, Rob
stopped and looked at him.

‘ See here, young man,’” he said, some-
what gruflly, * when you were getting up
that new text this morning, you might
have nut in your own favourite occapa-
tions a8 well as those of other people.
Why didn't you say anything about
marbles, eh 7

“1 didn't think of 'em,’”” anawered<Ted,
looking up with a palr ot honest brown
eyes. ‘' But anyway I'm trying to do it
I never play for keeps, and I've lent my
prettiest agate to Jack Ray, because he
hasn’t any.”

*“The youngster I8 really trying,” Rod
said to himself with a low whistle as he
whirled away. ¢ Therearo
ever so imany things I
might do,”” he muttered.

All the forenoon the
thought came coming, now
as a hindrance in this
direction, now as a spur in
that one, and it svas be-
cause of it that he made a
wide detour on hid home-
ward way, and stopped at
a pretty house on a quiet
street. The one he sought
sat on the plazza, & sweet-
faced, gracious lady, who
arose, sewing in hand, as
he paused beside her.

“I've been thinking
about you asking me to
help in that lttle mission
school, Aunt Lizzle,” he
sald, using the name he
iad given her since chfld-
hood. “You are keeping
it up, I know, and if you
still want me—"

“Want you? Oh, Rob!
you don’t know how much
1 want you if you can
really come so far.”

He flushed as he remem-
bered the excuse he had
glven, though it had aot
been wholly an idle one.

“1 though it would be a
long walk from our house.
But I have my wheel now,
you sce, and I might ride
out Sunday afternoons, it I
cai be of any use.”

*“ T thought it would be a
blezsing to me it it drings
you there,” she said,
teartlly, *“and to thouse
poor children beside.”

There it wa9 again !

“Well, I will comse,” he

yromized. At the home gatn ho met
Nell with o roll of music {no her hand.

* Have you been taking a lesson 1" he
asked.

“ No, not exactly,” she answered, try-
Ing to hido a certain embarrassment, and
to look as if lier next words were the
most natural in the wor'd. *I'vo been
trying to give one. Littlo May Glenn is
go anxious to take muslc lessons, and
her mother doean’t feel that she can
afford §t whifo thcye s no ono but her-
solf to earn anything, and 8o I thought—"

She looked up suddenly, met her
brother's eyes, and they both Inughed.

“The fact s, Nell, somo of those old
toxts that we alip over 8o comfortably,
have a power of meaning in them when
they are translated tnto every-day, nine-
teenth-century English.”

—

The Bible.

Study it carofully;
Think of it prayerfully;
Deep In thy heart ot its precepts dwoll;
S)ight not its history:
Ponder {ts mystery;
None can o'er prize it too fondly or well.

Accept tho glad tidings,
The warnings and chldings,
Found in this volumo of heavenly lore;
With faith that's unfailing,
And love all prevalling,
Trust {n its promise of life evermore.

TAKING BEED.

Did you ever watch people walking on
icy sidowalks ? Those who walk care-
fully, watching their steps and holding
at the fence alongside, get safely over,
but pretty soon a boy comes along who
just knows ho can walk along safely
without any help, and thinks it fcolish
to be so careful about a little ice, and be-
fore he has time to think anything more,
down ho goes. Did you ever try to be
good withcut asking Jesus to help you ?
1t you did, I am sure you did not suc-
ceed. There are so many slippery places
that unless we have his help we will
surely fall. We are in greatest danger
when wo think we are safe.

TO SOHOOLS NEEDING HELP FROM
8. 8. AID FUND,

Agpplicants for help from Sunday-school
Aid Fund will please give full particulars
about the school asking such help—the
number of scholars and teachers; amount
raised for S. 8. Ald Fund last year;
amount promised toward grant, and num-
ber of papers, etc., wanted. Please do
not say, * Continue same grant as Jlast
year.”  This requires much search of
account books and malling sheets. State
definitely just what is wanted, and how
much, if anything, the school can pay
toward it.

W. H. Withrow,
Sec. 8. S. Board.

SKATING AT THE VIOTORIA RINK, MONTRRAL,



