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CARE OF GOD.

HERE is an eye that never sleeps
¥ Beneath the wing of night ;
There i1s an ear that never shuts
When sink the beams of light,

There is an arm that never tires
When human strength gives way ;

There is a love that never fails
When earthly loves decay.

That Eye is fix'd on seraph throngs ;
That Ear is fill'd with angel’s songs;
That Arm upholds the worlds on high ;

That Love is throned beyond the sky.

DID THE APOSTLES FULLY REPRESENT
CHRIST ?

ParT L.

WE have now established what the

gospel as preached and illustrated
by Jesus really is, and have succeeded in
detaching it from the legalistic gospel
which has represented, or tried to repre-
sent, Christianity to the world during the
past centuries.

So vast is the difference between the
two, and so stupendous the attempted re-
volution in which we are engaged, that it
has been the work of years to have even
a few grasp the thought, and admit the
possibility of such a mighty reformation
being required. And indeed weare under
obligations largely to the exponents of
legalistic christianity for such result.

Had not the representative teachers of
the christian religion pronounced, so em-
phatically, on our gospel as of the devil
and had they not so unmistakably repudiat-
ed it as entirely different from that which
they preach, and, moreover, had they not
exhibited the bitter antagonism which was

displayed against Christ and his gospel,
many who now admit the wide difference
between the two gospels would have still
clung to the belief that it was only reform.
ation, and not revolution, that was called
for.

- We have, then, established the fact, that
Jesus Christ preached and illustrated dzvine
guidance as his peculiar, distinguishing
characteristic. That is, he was the first
man who committed himself, in the abso-
lute sense, to be led and taught of God
alone, and who thereby proved and taught,
that all men might live after this identical
pattern. Moreover, he taught and proved,
that the result of such abandonment to
God was righteousness, peace and joy to
the individual so acting, and that continu-
ally.

It is therefore a fact, well established by
our recent history, that this teaching of
Christ, thus reproduced and illustrated in
this nineteenth century, has been and is
repudiated by modern christianity as a
whole, and by all its vaiious parts.

We have traced the experiences and
writings of Christians back as far as the
second century and found no representative
man in the church through all these cen-
turies who clearly and fully imitated Christ
in this teaching.

We have examined those writings care-
fully and patiently, and, we may add,
hopefully, to discover if possible this teach.
ing of absolute divine guidance during any
one of all these ages, but in vain thus far
We have been open to correction at every
point in our investigat: ms. But, no one
has come forward with any contrary proofs,
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nay, all outside our Association have the
rather gloried in the fact, that none could be
feund in all the centuries who taught as
we teach concerning guidance divine.

It is then a fact, absolutely established,
that we teach a gospel diverse from all
the teachings of modern and medieval
christianity.

A goodly number have at length got
over the fright caused by running up against
this tremendous fact, a fact, which, in
its awful proportions, might well awaken
fear and trembling in the hearts of all,
when first realized as existing.

We here also restate what we learned
by our researches in the writings of other
sages and religious teachers outside of
Christianity, viz, that we find not this
teaching of Christ in any of the sacred
books of the world’s literature, no, not
even the thought given out as a specu-
lation unverified by experience. This
teaching of absolute divine guidance for
every individual, is found only in the New
Testament Scriptures.

It is, therefore now, in order to examine
these Scriptures from the standpoint of
this teaching, to see, if only as a matter of
curiosity, how far they are consistent
with themselves in this respect.

And first, Do they make the life and
teachings of Christ agree with cach other
when viewed from this vantage ground?

This is a legitimate question to ask, and
calls for the most searching, impartial ex-
amination ere replying.

And here, we insist on the fact that we
do not need to bring into this examination
a mind disturbed by fears concerning the
result of such investigations. If the very
best histories of Christ’s life, extant, should
be marred by inaccuracies and conceits,
due to original lack of knowledge or the
part of the historians themselves, or to
traditional crudities and the conceits of
Copyists embodied therein, still this would
in no way injure or corapromise the cen-

tral truth, that this thought of absolute
divine guidance is contained in them and
asserted to have been illustrated by its dis-
coverer.

We have assumed all along that Christ
really did profess to illustrate divine guici-
ance. It may be profitable, therefore, for a
moment, to examine his utterances, as re-
ported to us, concerning this thing, re-
marking that one unmistakable testimony
would be sufficient to establish the fact.

But need we say that there is a multi-
tude of passages establishing this fact,
such as:—

“I do always those things that please
him.”

“Even as [ have kept my Father's com-
mandments and abide in his love.”

“I can of myself do nothing : as 1 hear,
I judge: and my judgment is righteous:
because 1 seek 1ot mine own will, but the
will of him that sent me.”

“But the witness I receive is not from
man.” :

“For I am come down from heaven, not
to do my own will, but the will of him that
sent me.”

“ My teaching is not mine but his that
sent me.”

“The words that I say unto you I
speak not from myself: but the Father
abiding in me doeth the works.”

“As the Father gave me command-
ment even so I do.”

* All things that I heard from my Father
1 have made known unto you.”

“ Now they know that all things what-
soever thou hast given me are from thee:
for the words which thou gavest me 1
have given unto them.”

This testimony is also given, indirectly,
in such passages as the following, “ My
time is not yst come: but your time is
always rcady.” Here he contrasts his
method of obedience to God with theirs, in
that whilst he depended on a distinct, -per-
sohal revelation of the will of God to -him-
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self, they accepted the bible rule as the
word of God to them.

“1 and my Father are one,” also when
examined in this connection speaks this
same language, for it implies that as he
did the will of God as made known to him
by personal revelation as a consequence
he was in perfect harmony with God in
all his acts.

But Jesus also bore witness to the results
in his life of absolute divine guidance. In
the first place, he declared that the out-
come was righteous living. For example :—

“He that seeketh the glory of him that
sent him, the same is true, and no #z-
righteousness in him.”

“Which of you convicteth me of sin.”

“Even as I have kept my Father’s com-
mandments.”

“1 do always those things that please
him.”

“My judgment is righteous, because 1
seek not mine own will.”

In the secor. 1 place, he declared the re-
sult to be inward peace and joy, as witness
the following :—‘“Come unto meall ye that
labor and are heavy laden and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn of me for I am meck and lowly of
heart and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden
islight.” “My peace I give unto you, not as
the world giveth, give I unto you. Iet not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid.” “That my joy might remain in
you and that your joy migh* he full.”

But did Jesus teach that all others might
so obey God and secure like results, as we
have hitherto asserted? Letusdelay here
also t¢ examine the credentials of Jesus
Christ.
 In many passages he assumes a similarity
between himself and his followers in this
respect,as witness the following :— “In that
. day ye shall know *that Iamin my Father
and yein me and T in you”: Evidently
. this must refer to their securing similar
oneness with God with himself on the day
of Pentecost, when they, too, should com-

Il
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mencetowalk in the Spirit ashe had walked.

“1f ye keep my commandmentc ye
shall abide in my love, even as I have
kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love.”

“ He that speaketh from himself seeketh
his own glory: but he that seeketh the
glory of him that sent him, the same is
true, and no unrighteousness is in him.”
We call attention to the universality of
this truth. The latter part being as appli-
cable to every man as the first part, else
will the whole passage be an illogical one,
and unworthy of a great teacher.

“And ye have not known him: but I
know him.” Christ, in this passage, is
speaking to the Jews, and makes his in-
timate acquaintance with the Father and
obedience to his word the real difference
between him and them, intimating, that if
they also obeyed as he did, the difference
would no longer exist.

“He that believeth on me, believeth
not on me but on him that sent me.”
This is spoken to all, and implies, that to
imitate him, that is, believe in him, would
eventuate in their becoming like him in
his attitude to God.

“They are not of the world even as I
am not of the world,” implying that on
that day, Pentecost, his disciples would be
as he now was.

“ And the glory which thou hast given
mel have givenunto them.” If thisdid not
include ‘““the glory which he had with the
Father before the world was,” What kindo
glory wasit? There are no limitations here
given, hence, the inference is just, that his
followers should be as he was in all respects
in the world.

Then there are the numerous allusions
which Jesus made to the Holy Ghost who
should be the exclusive teacher of his fol-
lowers, even as the Father had been his
only teacher and guide,such as :—"“He will
teach you all things,” “He will guide
vou into ali truth,” “He will show you
Jthings to come,” “He will convince the

-
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world of sin, of nghteousness and of
judgment.”
After the resurrection of Christ, the dis-

THE EXPOSITOR OF HOLINESS.

ciples requested him to give them definite _

knowledge concerning his kingdom, but,
true to all his former teaching, he refused,
and referred them to the Holy Ghost who
shortly would come and teach them a//
things.

These are a part of the passages and
proof texts on which we found our decid-
ed opinion concerning the attitude of Jesus
to divine guidance. To us they are al
convincing, and hence, we declare and
teach that he professed to be led and taught
of God, and God alone, as revealing to him
personally what he should do and say from
moment to moment, and that he also
took the position before the world of illus-
trating what would be the glorious results to
every man who would imitate him in this
matter. That is, he both taught and
illustrated divine guidance for all mankind.

But, was he consistent in all his acts with
this his teaching? What about his pre
cepts as given in the sermon on the mount,
soime may ask?

Well, let anyone read over this wonder
ful discourse, in connection with the above
thoughts, and he will find no clashing be-
tween the two.

In the first place, he will find that the
sermon throughout voices the general in-
nate beliefs and longings of humanity.
The only precept which can be excepted is
that concerning divorce. But even granted
this to be an exception, then we could
meet it by urging that thereis not the
slightest proof to show that Jesus, in this
sermon, was doing more than regulating
the conduct of his disciples temporarily.

For be it remembered, this discourse
was preached to #hem as he was scated on
the ground, with them gathered around
him. When afterwards committing them

“to be taught and led by the Spirit, he re
ferred not to any of his'previous preceptsas
limitations to this work of the Spirit. In-

decd, one allusion sceined to assume their
utter neglect of all former teaching,
for in this sermon a form of prayer is
given them, cither for daily repetition, or
as a model, but when he referred to Pente-
cost he said “in that day you shall ask me
nothing.” O, it it is urged that in the
after clause of this versc quoted, he is made
to say that at that time “if ye shall ask
anything of the Father in my name, he
will give it you,” we reply that even then
it implies that the formulated prayer given
them in the sermon on the mount was to
be done away with, and definite petition
for individual wants to take its place.

In the second piace, the student of this
sermon will notice that it describes the at-
titude of absolute abandonment to the will
of God, which is essential on our part that
we may be taught of God and thus led by
the Spirit into all truth

Take, for example, the command, “ Give
to him that asketh of thee.”” How could
a man illustrate divine guidance in his ac-
tion towards any request from another, if
not prepared to comply with the request
as readily as to refise. He who would
be led of the Spirit must be guided in his
givings only by the Holy Ghost, and be
ready to give or lend to all s led of God

Again, notice, in the early history of the
church, how utterly at sea the apostles
were, as far as any remembered precepts
ot Christ were concerned, when they met
with perplexing questions. When they
undertook to elect one to fill up the vacancy
caused by the death of Judas, they ap-
pealed to no direction or even hint given
them by their Master.

And when the question of enforcing
Jewish rules and practices on the Gentile
converts was up for settlement, no one of
the deliberating council could remember
any precept of Christ to meet the emer.
gency. In fact they were shut up to the
direct, absiute teaching of the Holy Ghost
concerning the whole matter.

And indced throughout all the New

it o i A i B i o i S s o i, %
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Testament writings, whilst there is many
an appea! to the Old Testament for def-
nite legalistic teaching, there is the con-
spicuous absence of such appeal to the re
membered precepts of Christ.

Hence, our grand final conclusion is, that
divine guidance, as reproduced in the
movement represented by the EXPost
TOR, was 1ot only the sum and substance
of the teaching of the man Christ Jesus,
but he bequeathed it as his veritable gospel
to the world, unencumbcred by any incon-
sistencies on his part, either iu life, practicc
or precept.

Par1 Il

The preliminaries to this article have, to
our surprise, expanded into a lengthened
article, but we feel that none of them can
be lefc out without disadvantage to our
close investigation of the subject proposed.

And yet we add still another prelimin-
ary, as a kind of-episode. Did John the
Baptist imitate Jesus in this respect? It
is said of him that he was *‘filled with the
Holy Ghost from his mother's womb."

A very slight reference to his history will
show that he did not. For, so soon as he
made converts, he, like all his predecessors
began to teach them along legalistic lines.
To the multitude generally he said, “ He
th..¢ hath two coats, let him impart to him
that hath none; aud he that hath food, let
him do likewise.” To the publicans he
said, “ Exact no more than that which is
appointed you, whilst to the soldiers he
said, “Do violence to no man, neither
exact wrongfully; and be content with
your wages.”

Hence, in John we have a perfect con-
trast to Christ in his attitude to legalistic
" teaching.

But, did the immediate disciples of Christ
fully comprehend his teaching concerning
divine guidance, and, lil-e him, illustrate it
before the world?

It is plain that Jesus did not tell them
beforehand what would be the outcome
as to dcctrine or practice. He simply

o e v —

directed them to remain at Jerusalem till
Pentecost,and thereafter to act out implicit
obedience to their Guide djvine.

This it is evident, from the Acts of the
Apostles, they did.  But it is also evident
that they did not at once turn away from
the lctter of the law as contained in
the Old Testament. Nor, on the other
hand, have we any evidence that the Holy
Spirit directed them so todn.

These carly disciples manifestly were
‘ruc to the Spirit if they gave up legalistic
practices «/Zr being directed by the Spirit
so to do.

We have an illustration of this, in the
history of Peter’s visit to Cornelius. Peter
broke through his Jewish legaliswt when
clearly required so to do by the Holy
Spirit, but it cvidently was preceded by
a severe struggle on his part.

But the whole church accepted the
teaching of the Holy Ghost concerning
this matter, and never afterwards question-
ed it. In this respect they were all true
to the teachings of Christ, both in precept
and example.

So, too, when Pcter and John were
delivered from prison, and, in accordas.ce
with the definite instructions given them,
went into the Temple to preach the gos.
pel tight in the teeth of the commaunds of
the authorities of the Jewish church, and,
as might be expected, the results of obedi-
ence were satisfactory.

Again, when Philip, in obedience to the
Spirit, met and converted the Ethiopian
Eunuch, and when Paul and Silas went
on their preaching tour, at the direct com-
mand of the Spirit, the church recognizing
the validity of their ordination for this
work solely because of their implicit belief
in divine guidance; in all these instances
there is evidence that ‘he teaching of
Christ concerning divine guidance was not
a dead letter to them.

But there are other incidents which will
not bear Jiuse scrutiny as well. For ex-
ample, when the whole church was gather-

e o WS BTFTS T R




116 THE EXPOSITOR OF HOL!NESS. )

— e

ed together to investigate the dispute be-
tween Jewish and Gentile converts, whilst
there is much gonnected with the work
of that first council which fully' harmonizes
with Christ’s gospel, there are some things
which manifestly do not.

By what right did James, as President
of the assembly, tack on to his deliverance
certain legalistic observances concerning
meats offered in sacrifice to idols, and things
strangled and blood? If he took the
ground that he was authorized by the Holy
Ghost so to do, then he compromised the
gospel of Jesus Christ, for, according to it,
as we have seen, the Holy Ghost without
limitations in any direction was installed
as teacher and guide for every individual.
But how could he be guide for in-
dividuals and at the same time constitute a
human being his infallible monthpiece for
these same individuals?

The inference to us is that James, with
the others, yielded to a species of fear lest
the Holy Spirit should not be able alone
to attend to the Gentile converts, and so
they undertook to supplement his work
with them as guide and teacher. This
our opinion is confirmed by the expres-
sion “to lay upon you no greater burden
than these nccessary things” which occurs
in the letter sent to the Gentile converts,
for the whole passage smacks of the duty
life, whilst the word necessary is really
apologetic in its character and so betrays
its human origin.

Moreover, we hesitate not to connect
this failure in perfect loyalty to the Holy
Chost with the fearful evils which after-
wards ell upon the church through the
deliverances of councils. For, evidently
this was made an authoritative precedent.
and so, under cover of this apostolic
blunder, Popery was enabled truthfully to
callits decrees in council apostolic,

Notice also, in this connection, how little
Paul was influenced by this deliverance,
when regulating his Corinthian converts
with reference to eating meats offered to

idols. He did not appeal to this united
deliverance of the church in council as
settling the matter, but undertook to
settle it for them hirwself. This dcliver-
ance of the church in council curtly de-
manded that all Gentile converts should
abstain from eating meats offered to idols.
But Paul aryued that the Corinthian con-
verts should not look at the act as wrong
in itself but only as possibly wrong in its
bearings on the consciences of weak
brethren.

This attitude of Paul toward the matter
would imply cither that the deliverances of
the church in council were not looked upon
as of equal authority with the Holy Ghost,
or that they soon became a dead letter,
the majority speedily realizing that such
deliverances were out of harmony with
Christ's definite teaching concerning the
Holy Ghost as an independent guide for
every individual. DBesides, we are not to
leave out of this consideration of the whole
matter, the great temptation which must
have come to the church in the second
century to make the most of this first
council as an authoritative precedent. This
would incline some to tamper with the
text in the interest of legalism as far as
they censcientiously could, and as to how
far that could be done, illustrative incidents
are not wanting.

Now, in throwing out this suggestive
argumes:, we are not intentionally playing
into the hands of destructive critics. We
have it on very good authority—the au-
thority of some of the early fathers—that
changing the rendering of scripture was
a very common practice in the first cen-
turies.

It is hard for modern christians, brought
up as they have been in the firm belief of
the sacreduess and inspired character of
every part of the bible, to realize how-
different such an act as changing a scrip.
ture would appear to a copyist in the first
or second century, from wha* it would to
a nineteenth century sne. Then this




sacredness did not exist, and hencc it was
not cousidered a sacrilegious act to so
change a passage as to make it bring out
the sentiment which the copyist thought it
was intended to convey, or even what in
his opinion it ought to convey.

Of course, some will at once rush to the
conclusion, that if this fact be accepted as
true then all scripture must be worthless,
and that its true, original meaning can
never be learned. Well, if such must be
the necessary result of accepting the fact,
here alluded to, as a fact, then this result
must be reached, for nothing is better
established as a fact than what we have
stated.

But such a wholesale, reckless conclusion,
is by no means established by the fact in
question. For, in dealing with the copyists
and manipulators of the books of the New
Testament, we are dealing with sincerc and
conscientious men, men wno would not do
such things as believing they were wrong,
andwho therefore made what changesthey
did in the interests of what they believed to
be truth. As an illustrationof our meaning
we point to the thirty-seventh verse of the
eighth chapter of the book of the Acts of
the Apos.les, which verse has been left cut
of the Revised Version.

It is found in the common versizi, as a
part of the history which relatcs how
Philip met and baptized the Eunuch. The
interpolated verse read *‘And Philip said,
if thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And he answered and said, I be-
lieve that Jesus Chsist is the Son of God.”

Now, it is more than likely that this was
the work of omie who honestly believed
that Philip had been too simple and quick
in his work of conversion, especially would
it seem to be so to one in the second cen-
tury, when already the primzl simplicity
of baptism had given place to considerable
ceremony concerning this rite. The in-
ventor of this colloquy would presume that
this, or a similar conversati n, must have

taken place, and so, to guard against dis-

g
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respect for thc rite of baptism, put in, on
his own responsibility, what modern re-
visers were forced to leave out. We but
hint at this interesting subject, and retnirn
from this excursion into the regions of
criticism  to the main subject of the
article; remarking, however, that it has a
more significant bearing on the passage
under consideration than many would
expiet.  For, in another allusion to this
same deliverance of the first christian
council, found in the twenty-first chapter
off7%e Acts, there exists a marked differ-
ence in the two different versions. The
verse reads in the Revised Version, “But
as touching the Gentiles which have be-
lieved, we wrote yiving judgment that
they should keep themsc'ves from things
sacrificed to idols, &c.,”” but in the author-
ized version it reads, “ As touching the
Gentiles which belicve, we have written
and concluded that they observe no such
thing, save only. that they keep themselves
from #hings ofiered to idols, &c. A differ-
cence which in this connection is at least
suggestive.

What, then, is the conclusion of the whole
matter concerning the deliverance of this
first christian council? It is, that if the
record thereof which has come down to us
is in perfect agreement with the original
facts, that thus early the followers of Christ
had failed fully to understand the teach-
ing of Christ concerning divine guid-
ance.

But, as an offset to this, there is the fct
that the first centui v had not passed away
before there had appeared a decided ten-
dency to make bishops, and especially an
assembly of bishops, authoritative teachers
to the church, and thus to dethrone the
Holy Ghost as the only authoritative
teacher to individual christians. Hence,
a very heavy pressure was exerted in
favor of so manipulating the history of this
first council as to make it harmonize as
much as possible with the assumptlons of
the priesthood.
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For ourself, we hesitate not to utterly
dispute the authority of these deliverances.
That part which recognizes the possibility
of Gentile as well as Jew walking ih the
Spirit is in harmor, with the teaching of
Christ, and was plainly taught to Peter
and through him to all the rest by the
Holy Ghost, but the rest of the deliver-
ances do not stand on this basis, and,
moreover, they take no authority what-
ever from the simple fact of being the
solemn verdict of this first council.

For Protestants to attach the smallest
particle of euthority to them is to play
into the hands of Romanism. For grant

. ed the authority of the one set of deliver-
. ances, and iron logic demands that they
“grant like authority to the Pore in
eouncil.
ParT IIL

Another incident related in the book of
The Acts is worthy of notice in this con-
nection. It is in connection with Paul's
journey to Jerusalem. The narrative says,
that when Paul and his company landed
atTyrethey found certain disciples: “Who
said to Paul through the Spirit, that he
should not go to Jerusalem.” In the
R. V.it reads “And these said to Paul
through the Spirit, that he should not set
foot in Jerusalem.”

Now the singular fact in connection
with this oracular utterance of these dis.
ciplesis, thatapparently Paulaccepted these
disciples as brethren in Christ, and yet
gave not the slightest heed to their pro-
fessed revelation from the Spirit, whilst the
historian makes no comment whatever on
the circumrstance.

Luke tells the i:cident as if these dis-
ciples really did receive such a revelation
from the Spirit and yet makes Paul, who
everywhere paid such deference to the
work of the Holy Ghost, treat the matter
as not worthy of the slightest considera-
tion.

Now, if these disciples had been taught

the true meaning of Christ’s gospel, they
could not have presumed to be the mouth-
piece of the Spirit for Paul, unless they, in
that act, intentionally declared that Paul
himself did not walk in the Spirit. But
this, it is evident, was not their thought con-
cerning the great apostle of the Gentiles.
Hence, it is clear that they themselves did
not understand Christ’s teaching concern-
ing the Floly Spirit as guide and teacher
for the individual.

But did Paul realize their glaring incon-
sistency ? If so, it is all but certain he did
not publicly call attention to it, else
would Luke not have left the narrative as
we find it. If Paul and Luke knew these
disciples to be weakminded and their pre-
sumed revelations only a matter for a
passing smile, why should the historian, in
giving what he evidently deemed a truth-
ful report of the circumstance, deliberately
credit their utterance to the Spirit? For
our part we see no way of explaining tie
words ‘“who said to Paul through the
Spirit” without compromising seriously
someof the parties concerned. Either the
original story has not come to us com-
plete, or some of the parties concerned
are seriously compromised.

The wording of the text in the Revised
Version would indicate seemingly a
prophecy that Paul could not reach Jeru-
salem. But, if that was its meaning, then
it was a false prophecy, and then the words
of Luke, “through the Spirit,” after their
falsity had been made toappear, would be
still more cornpromising.

On the whole, we incline to the belief
that some of the original facts have been
left out, hence leaving the narrative obscure.

And now, we have to consider a still
more complex incident in the life of Paul,

When he reached Jerusalem he was re-
ceived cordially by the church, his money
offering accepted, to wit, the collection
from his churches for the poorat Jerusalem,
and his account of success in founding
churches amongst the Gentiles heard with



THE EXPOSITOR OF HOLINESS.

119

delight—* And when they heard it, they
glorified the Lord.”

But now comes to the front an incident
in the history which all orthodox theolo-
gians pass by when possible withou: notice.
The account reads as follows, *“Thou
seest, brother, how many thousands of
Jews there are which believe ; and they
are all zealous of the law: And they are
informed of thee, that thou teachest all the
Jews which are among the Gentiles to
forsake Mcses, saying that they ought not
to circumcise their chiliren, neither to
walk after the - ustoms. What is it there-
fore ? the multitude must needs come to-
gether : for they will hear that thou art
come. Do therefore this that we say to thee:
We have four men which have a vow on
them: Them take, and purify thyself
with them, and be at charges with them,
that thev may shave their heads: andall
may know that those things, whereof
they were informed concerning thee, are
nothing ; but that thou thyself also walkest
orderly and keepest the law.”

Now, nothing is clearer from the epistles
of Paul, than that this report concerning
him, which had reached Jerusalem, was
correct. And yet, here seems a scheme
conceived and carried out to deny its
truthfulness. Certainly, if the incident is
correctly reported to us, there was inten-
tional deception practiced by all parties
concerned. Hence, as to this passage in
the New Testament Script&res_. in place of
fearing that the higher or lower critics
might discover that it had been tampered
with by copyists, our hopes are "all with
them that they may make some such dis-
coveries, for almost any conceivable change
would be for the better rather than be an
injury. For this is that same Paul who, in
his epistle, wrote: “ And not rather (as
we be slanderously reported, and as some
affirm that we say), Let us do evil, that
good may come ? whose damnation is just.”

But it is a legitimate criticism upon the
actions of any man who is khown to be

both honest and clear-headed that they
must be interpreted so as to neither make
him a fool or dishonest. Hence, we openly
refise to let this incident cast a blemish
on the upright character of this apostle of
righteousness. We would require the
same incident to be confessed to by Paul
himself before we could give it our full
credence, or at least, be circumstantially .
told by more than one historian. We
simply don’t believe that this is a correct
account of what was then done; which is
tantamount to bel’eving that Paul and the
other apostles were not a set of accomplish-
ed deceivers.

As many as likc may take hold of the
other horn of the dilenma.  But, they can-
not accept the account as given in the
Acts of the Apostles as true, and at the
same. time believe Paul and the elders of
the church to bz honest men, without, at the
same time, writing themselves down assanc-
tioning the doing of evil that good might
come.

Paul seems to allude to this incident in
his epistle to Galatians, or if not to it, to
something similar, where he tells of being
forced to have Titus circumcised to please
some false brethren at Jerusalem. And
vet, he adds “To whom we gave place
by subjection, no, not for an hour.”

Then, in the same epistle, he tells of his
having publicly rebuked Peter for a
species of deception which was as in-
nocency itself when compared with what
Paul is affirmed by Luke to have done.

Peter’s act was, that whilst he freely ate
and fellowshipped with Gentile christians
in the absence of Jewish converts, he
would not do so when the latter were pre-
sent. And yet. Paul was fired with indig-
nation over a matter so simple and harm-
less in comparison with what he is alleged
to have done at Jerusalem! Verily, if the
account in Acts is correct then was Pauj
the prince of hypocrites.

We have dweit on this phase of the
nurrative under consideration, for their sakes
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who imagine thdt thc least doubt thrown
upon the accuracy of any one passage in
the New Testament is a blow aimed at
the trustworthiness of the whole, that ﬁ\e)'
may see that doubting the accuracy of
a passage is sometimes the lesser of two
evils. If, to them, this doubt, in the least
entertained, is to be at sea concerning all
scripture, then for them it is only a choice
" Between the devil and the deep sea. The
consideration of this one passage ought, in
our judgment, to dismiss forever this
absurd thought from their minds.

But we have a fact stated in this narra-
tive which is confirmed by other testimony,
viz., that there were at this time many of the
Jewish converts to Christianity who retain-
ed much, if not all, their former zeal for
Judaism, and who evidently clung to the
opinion that Christianity did not mean the
death of the ceremonial laws of Moses. s
this evidence that the teaching of Christ
concerning obedience to the Spirit was
misunderstood by these his followers ?

We answer that it might be evidence to
that effect, or it might not, but to answer
intelligently and correctly, further details
of the fact must be known.

The instructions of Christ to his disciples
were to the effect that the Holy Ghost
would teach them all things and guide
them into all truth. But he gave, as we
have seen, no intimations as to the manner
or outward results. Hence, it would not
necessarily militate against the teaching of
Christ if the Spirit should tell the bulk of
the Jewish converts to remain zealous for
the law during the first wears of their
christian life.

To practice any form of legality at the
command of the Spirit, and to practice the
same because it was found in the bible or
taught by the church are two diverse
matters. For, the one doing so at the

*command of the Spirit is prepared to
change in any direction or totally abandon
any legalistic practice at the command of
the same Supreme Teacher.

BRut, the

other is not so prepared for, as hlS autl‘ox
ity is the bible or the church, he cannot be
led to modify his legalistic practices in
any direction or abandon them altogether
at the simple command of the Spirit.

Hence, we infer, that it is quite possible
that this multitude of Jewish converts
were sanctioned in their zeal for the law
by the Holy Ghost.

And yet, it is possible also, that many of
them, yes, even the great majority, had
adopted Christianity after a legalistic pat-
tern and were not willing to give up this
zeal for Moses and his institutes at the sole
command of the Spirit.

This latter class are fully described by
Paul in his letter to the Galatians—they
had begun in the Spirit but were already
fallen from grace.

But we search in vain in this same book
of the Acts of the Apostles to find a clear
antidote preached against such legalistic
tendencies. That the absence of such
teaching from the narrative does not prove
its absence from the teaching of the church,
goes without saying; but this is tanta-
mount to saying that as far as these records
are concerned we cannot determine how
clearly the gospel of Jesus was apprehen-
ed by his disciples, or rather, how long
after Pentecost they retained a clear under-
standing of the teachings and life of their
Master, whilst, in the incidents we have
noted there is some indication that already’
some mists Q’cn‘e gathering around the
minds of the very first preachers of the
gospel, as to its true attitude to legalism,
unless we take refuge in the probable fact
that the next generations of christians
were able to fling some of their errors into
Luke’s writings.

However, in closing these our investi
gations of this book of 7/ Acts we re
mark, that in all likelihood we will refer
to itagain and again, whilst examining the
epistles, and then group it with all the
other books of the New Testament in owr
final conclusions.
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WESLEY PARK.

M E find ourselves still lingering at the

camp-meeting, dwelt on in the

last two articles, to glean some additional
incidents connected therewith.

At the public meeting, where Mr. Kerr
promised the audience many converts,
telling how he had been in the woods in
prolonged prayer and there got the evi-
dence of a mighty ingathering of souls,
he, after concluding his sermon, was
for plunging immediately into a prayer
meeting, in order to make good his pre.
dictions, when the leader stopped him to
have the collection taken up, and then
called on Mr. Colling to lead the after
meeting, requesting the audience to ad-
journ to the Pavilion.

Of course, this changed greatly the
character of the meeting, for Mr. Kers and
his friends hung aloof, and so it was vir-
tually given into the hands of our Associa-
tion. .

At this meeting Mr. Colling and ourself
were given a distinct conviction that some
vere to be converted at that particular
service, and the results harmonized with
these, our convictions. And yet, nearly
all the congregation had left the Pavilion
ere this result was reached.

Hence, in this case, not only was the
success, which was invoked to prove our
work to be of the devil, denied our active
opponents, but the identical test appealed
to” was made to witness for thosc whom
they opposed. Moreover, we arc confident
that the leader who was responsible,
humanly speaking, for this change in the
programme, was innocent of any desire to
take sides with either party. Indeed we
helieve he was not aware, up to this time,
of there being two parties on the camp-
ground.

We have hesitated, somewhat, erc relat-
ing the following incident, lest the motive
for so doing might be misinterpreted, and
hecause, also, of its apparvent insignificance
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in the opinion of many. And yet, from
our standpoint, the whole picture would
scarcely be complete without it.

Mrs. Howe was gifted with a very
strong voice, and at times when leading in
prayer she used it to its utmost capacity'.

Now, amongst religionists, power in
prayer is often measured by the vclume
of sound as well as by unction, until many’
silly, superstitious notions have gathered
around the whole subject. That most
religionists are perfectly sincere in holding
to their superstitious reverence for great
noisc in public prayers, does not change
the superstitious charncter of their views
on this subject.

Well, this evangelist thus far had not
met her match in a contest of voice power,
and we fancied she had looked forward to
some heur of triumph when she could turn
the tide of victory to the side of herself
and friends by her clarion notes in prayer.

This hour at length apparently arrived,
and she commenced to lead the camp-
neeting in prayer. But it so happened
that a lady from one of the cities of the
States had been kept a couple of days
longer on the grounds than she had ar-
ranged for, and indeed, was somewhat puz-
zled as to the why and wherefore of such a
peculiar providence. For, she had remain-
ed there two days, simply and only be-
cause of a deep conviction that, in spite of
calls elsewhere, she must remain. Now
at this identical moment, she, without
noticing the fact that another had also
commenced, started to lead in prayer, but
in words pitched just a note higher than
those of the other. And so the uninten-
tional voice contest began. But as loud as
was the voice of one the voice of the other
was still louder. Indeed her whole physi-
yue was superior in make up to that of the
other, and hence, victory was insured from
the very start. Aund yet she was utterly
innocent of design in  the contest in which
she was engaged or in the apparently
hard won victory achicved.
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Of course, we admit that there was
something comical in this improvised con-
test of lung power, and yet, it was nceded,
along with the other conflicts, that the full
results might be obtained. For we noticed
that so greatly did thc frst cvangelist
named take her vanquishment to heart
that her voice was no more brought into
the mighty battle.

The conflict was not confined to the
camp-ground, but even, in part, fought out
at a neighboring church, where another of
the opposition leaders attempted to sow
discord. She too, however, was completely
thwarted, although at the expense of
misunderstandings to some onlookers, who
understood not the serious nature of the
entire battle of which it was onc of the
details.

There were, as might be expected,
many perplexed christians in the congre-
gations who were greatly exercised over
these apparent contentions. For, when
one party attacks another, unless the party’
attacked surrenders unconditionally and at
once, there is a seeming quarrel or con-
tention in the name of religion, and hence,
perplexity is ungendered in the hearts of
onlookers.

Some of these perplexed ones did the
right thing and took their perplexities to
God in private prayer, when of course, they
received satisfactory answers, answers,
which not only took away their perplexities
but established them more fully in their
walk with God. But the minute history
of these individual experiences we leave
for themselves to relate in public when the
right time comes, if come it does.

An incident occurred at one of these
evening prayer services, which, whilst it
has little or no bearing on the great battle
being fought, still, as it is suggestive of
thought and of improvement in some direc-
tions, we give it as possibly helpful to some.
The leader of the meeting at the time was
what is called by some a Zw¢ man, and
hence encouraged noise in every direction.

When the hubbub had got up to a pretty
high pitch, and when it was evident that
any ordinary single voice could scarcely
be distinguished amidst the babel confusion,
he suddenly called on us to lead in prayer
Woe at once objected, urging that we could
not make ourself heard. His reply was,
that God could hear us. But we still ob-
jected, maintaining that when we led in
prayer, we wished to lead the rest. He
then quite abruptly, and in a tone of voice
which implied censure, called on one of the
opposing faction, who immediately com-
plied with the request, and so added to
the confusion, which for a time reigned
supreme.

After a time a slight lull occurred, when
we immediately took advantage of the op-
portunity ana Zed the devotions of the
meeting. The change was so great, and
the advantages so marked that strangers
from distant points came to us to thank us
for the lesson taught, and expressed the
wish that other leaders would imitate.

We have always looked upon leaders as
responsible for the unseemly confusion
which often reigns at prayer services. It
is a species of superstition to believe that
the interests of true religion are conserved
by these exhibitions of the confusion of
tongues. )

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

JHANGE in place of Association
meeting. The Sunday afternoon
meeting, which has been held for somc
time at the residence of Mrs. McMahon.
Parliament Street, has been removed to the
public Hall situated at the south-west
corner of Parliament and Gerrard Streets.
This Hall the friends will find is a neat
and commodious room well suited for the
purpose. All are welcome.

I know not what may vet unfold

Beyond the morning’s gates of gold :

This is my heaven : thy hand to hold,
Thy steps to follow through the night,
My life. my light.-~ Zuey Larcom.
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MR. TRUAX'S TRIAL.

%HE appeal taken against this trial

was heard on the 26th of October
and entertained by a substantial majority
of the court. And so it comes to pass
that Mr. Truax is restored to his status
before the trial. We will have to defer
our remarks on the subject, however, till
next month, as we have already in the
printer’s hands more than sufficient copy
for this month’s issue.

THE LATE CONVENTION.

SOUTH CAYUGA

%HIS Association convention was
held as announced. We were not
able to be there, but learn that the atten.
dance was good both on the part of dis-
tant and near friends.

As usual, some of the time of the con-
vention was taken up in. protecting the
movement against the attacks of those who
desived to be considered a part of the
movement, without truly belonging to it.

Those only make up this spiritual
movement, who walk in the Spirit after
the manner of the teaching of the Associa-
tion, or who are honestly and openly seck-
ing such experience.

It is marvellous how frequent and per-
sistent have been the efforts, on the part of
some, to pry open the door of admission
for those who represent different branches
of creedism. But tiese attempts always
have one and thc same result, viz., the
parties so acting, when forced to give
up their efforts in despair, immediately dis-
cover that they are right and we are all
wrong, most of them going so far as to
proclaim that we arc of the devil.

At this gathering one party made the
discovery that several years ago, when he
attended the pubiic meetings of the Associa-
tion as a full member, we were all right,
and he was then in perfect harmony with
us, but since then the Association has back-

. this gathering to note.
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slidden, and so, whilst he has maintained
his integrity, :he rest have gone sadly
astray !

But not all the time was occupied with
the work of guarding the cnclosure, for.
the major part was spent to the edification
of those who, either as seekers or possessors,
truthfully” represent divine guidance.

On Sabbath, two services were held, but
at hours which did not clash with the
church services in the neighborhood. Many
of the delegates attended these other
services; and at one of them had the
opportunity of hearing their own names
paraded before the people after a style
that is not generally considered cdifying.
We learn also that the writer came in for
his due share of public notice.

The only result to our work of this
public attack is, paving the way morc
cffectually for distinctive Association meet-
ings in that neighborhood.

COURTLAND.

We had the oleasure of mecting the
South Cayuga delegates, or most of them,
with others, at this Convention.

The services were held in the village
Hall, and were very interesting through-
out.

There were no excepiional features of
Our work as
visitors was evidently to cndorse the work
of the second Vice-President of the As-
sociation, in that neighborhood.

The audiences were good, and the atten-
tion and interest manifested was marked.
And vet we rather think that the outcome
to many was a disappointment in this one
respect, viz., a feeling of hopelessness as
to the possibility of some new sectic for-
mation which might secure the services of
Rev. A. Truax temporarily or permanent-
ly, in the village, without any more friction
than would be caused by the advent of an-
other additional denomination.

We do not say that any definite plan
had been either spoken or even thought of,
still, we are inclined to think that some
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hopes had bceu mdulgcd in, ina genen~
way, that the Convention would help on
some such result.

But, when it only magnified the vast-
ness of the space which exists between
spirituality and creedism, it naturally tend-
ed to put a damper on all such budding
hopes. When men, however friendly they
are disposed to be to the common sensed
teaching of the Association as to doctrine
and righteous living, get a glimpse of the
deep seated antagonism which exists in
creed life to real . pirituality, it cannot but
breed discourageinent concerning all efforts
to bridge over the chasm, whilst we, who
composc thec movement, with a good
natured smile over this inevitable disap-
pointment, go on with our disappointing
work—-disappointing to all excepting to
those who are spiritual.

After spending a few days in St. Thomas,
we returned to Courtland to hear Mr,
Truax preach the following Sabboth morn.-
ing, and in the after noon went to Hawtrey
to commence an informal convention in
Summerville neighbourhood.

We held meetings at the residences of
Mr. Hurlburt, Hawtrey, Mr. Cornell,
H. A. Titus, Otterville, and Mr. J. Cutler,
Summerville.

The chief object of thesc meetings
seems to have been to make evident and
public the separating process which had
been commenced, amongst other things,
by the writings in the EXPOSITOR on
second blessingism, inspiration and the
divinity of Christ.

This work was attended to carefully and
yet firmly, and as if there were a Master
hand at the helm. The resuit was of the
nature of a surprise, but an agreeable one':
for we found more than we had expected
who had let the Holy Spirit, and him alone.
teach them concermning the perplexities
which had arisen around the discussion
of these subjects. Mrs, McMahon, Messrs.
Dickenson, A. Cranston, Bousfield, Truax
and ourself composed the deputation at
these important gatherings.

MAJORITIES AND MINORITIES
S I'T POSSIBLE for the religion that
the Lord Jesus Christ established on
the earth to become, in the estimation of
the majority, a heresy? Methodism at
one time existed only in the brain of John
Wesley.  Nearly cveryoune considered
Luther wrong. How much of the sim-
plicity and purity of christianity may de-
part before it would be safe to call the
remainder heresy ?

In the estimation of the great majority,
in Wesley's and Luther's time, these
reformers were wrong. In the estimation of
the great majority to-day, just as in
Luther’s time. there isno need of a “ refor-
mation” now. Everything is right or as
right as is wanted in the churches.

While there is more or less sin, more or
less back-sliding in the church, yet, it is
generally claimed, that no very decided
1mprovement can be made. We must go
on living at this * poor dying rate” till the
millennium.

When any success is attained in living
after a higher standard than the creed, at

‘once this success is attacked, these days.

a

No bett.r illustration i§ necded than the
case of Rev. A. Truax. It seemedto him
that there was too much mere formal Bible
reading, and too much formal prayer. In-
stead of entering upon a “crusade” he enter-
cd a silent protest agzinst both of these
things and on making his pastoral visitations
he largely omitted these formalities. On
these pastoral visitations, he aimed at at-
tracting young people by living a natural
lifc among them. To him righteous living
consisted in being natural by a supernatural
power. To him, formal prayer and Bible
reading were at.a discount. He discovered
the possibility of living right, without much
prayer or Bibie reading.

And for making this discovery and for
having the temerity to put his discorery
into practice, he was singled out for atwack
and by a majority of 62 to 16 suspended.
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Now, the proposmon we submxt for
honest éxamination, is whether the 62 may
not have been in error. Of course the
old adage that the “King can do ne
wrong’’ obtains here. Majorities are far
more likely to be right than minorities, in
popular estimation. In ordinary politics
the minority is never suspended from fran.
chise privileges because it differs from
the majority as to the manner of ruling
the country. Of course, civil war does
occasionally break out; but the trend of
the age istowards international arbitrament.

At the time of the Galt heresy trial onc
of the votes stood 75 to go to send the
case to a committee. Eight more votes
would have turned the minority into a
majority and the extreme probability is that
the committee during the interim would
have seen their way clear to leave a large
margin for the play of christian liberty
and the Galt people would not have been
suspended.

If the majority rule could have super-
seded God after the “ ten persecutions "’ of
the christians, there would have been no
such thing as christianity on the carth.
The supernatural in christianity ever since
the days of Christ has been a series of
triumphs cver majorities, and it will be so
tothe end. As ignorance and superstition
give way before its benign sway, growth
in knowledge will take their place and
proper action will succeed knowledge.

It was orthodox in medizval times to
“burn’ heretics. Now it is the orthodox
thing to “suspend ” them—to hang them
up as a spectacle that passers by may wag
their fingers at them, and take warning

from their fate.
H. DICKENSON.

The best defence against sinatany time
is the remembrance of Christ's sufferings.
—Harneck. )

Be thyself blameless of what thou re-
bukest ; he that cleans a blot with blotted
fingers makes a greater blot.—Quarles.

PRAYING FOR FA!TH

% ﬁﬁ MUST for faith incessant cry, and
wrestle Lord with thee.”

So it is in the concluding stanza of
hymn 87, Methodist collection. No! you
mustn’t friend, you have no business “cry-
ing incessantly " for faith or for any other
spiritual endowment or gift as though such
a gift or endowment were far away, or the
giver were hard-hearted, and needed pro-
longed petitioning in order to constain him
to mercy. But, however proper such pro-
longed asking might be in connection with
certain desired favors, it is entirely out of
place, in the form that the hymn presents.
A man in good health with normal com-
mand of all his faculties, and with keen
appetite, stands close to the table which is
loaded down with appropriate food ; chairs
are there, knives, forks, spoons, plates,
waiters ; the hospitable host at the head of
the table ready to supply all eaters ; asks
God to put the beef and pudding into his
mouth, but will not takc a seat, nor use a
fork or spoon himself. He is on a par
exactly with the one who prays for faith.
The disciples once asked Jesus, saying,
Increase our faith, and his response is
more of a rebuke if not a snub, than a
favorable answer to their request. , Not
one of the crowds to which Peter, S‘( phen
or Paul delivered gospel addresses’ were
exhorted to pray for faith., Not one of the
individuals with whom Jesus had earnest
converse was taught that faith is a thing
outside of man’s personality, to be asked
for as an additional help- or favor. “ Re-
pentance toward God and faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ” are the conditions every-
where insisted on as entirely in the man’s
own possibilities to use or not as he chooses.
The gospel is to be preached to all nations,
and Christ’s tremendous alternatives are,
“He that believeth and is baptized shalj
be saved, and he that believeth not shall
be damrned.” Faith is the mental condi-

tion of that person who continues in the atti-
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tude and act of believing. It is simply that
and nothing more. It is truc, that in our
ordinary Bible translation, faith is one of
the fruits of the Spirit mentioned in Gala-
tians, fifth chapter, but no direction is given
cither there or elsewhere to ask for it.
And in the Revised Version the word
“faithfulness ” is substituted, a word which
carries in it the meaning of stcadfast
righteousness, whicli, wherever it exists is
the effect of faith, and not synonymous
with it.

As to the “ wrestling* which the second
line recommends, the word and the notioq
or act which it represents, owes its exis-
tence to what is rclated of Jacob wrestling
with the divine Angel of the Covenant in
Gen. xxxii-2q. That notable interview is
the subject of the splendid sacred lyric
composed by Charles Wesley, which con-
stitute hymns 265 and 266 of the Metho-
dist collection. The use that bhas been
made of this narrative of the wrestling,
shows how imperfectly the great superiority
of the Pentecostal dispensation has been
recognized. Because Jacob, some seven-
teen centuries or more previous to the
coming of Christ, spent a whole night in
wrestling with the God-man who came
into contact with him, therefore, ¢ has
be:ﬁ\thotlght the proper thing for us who
live in the noontide of gospel privilege and
power, to wrestle also«  How isit that the
plain facts of gospel history have not been
accepted as true object lessons as to how
we may approach God and gain satisfac-
factory access to him? The closing and
crowning benefit, which was to result from
the pouring out of the Holy Spirit in this
dispensation as prophesied by Joel and
quoted by Peter on the day of Pentecost,
is this, * And it shall be, that whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” That it needed no long time, and
no agonizing effort is shown by the fact,

that “they then that received his (Peter's’

" word -were baptized : and there were added
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unto them in that day about three thou-

sand souls.” )
If in any case a prolonged and painful

effort has taken place in connection with
the passing of a soul from death unto life,
the cause has been the unwillingness of
that soul to make a perfect submission
to God. God never delays in the
work of saving individuals who comply
with his conditions. The three thousand
above mentioned, seem to have every one
of them passed from the non-Christian to
the Christian condition, during the mo-
ments of one afternoon. [How quickly the
Samaritans were converted under the
ministry of Fhillip the deacon? How
promptly Saul of Tarsus went over from
the attitude of a persecutor of Christ to
that of a submissive and teachable pupil?
How simply and suddenly, the Holy Ghost
came cn Pentecost forenoon on the hun-
dred and twenty, on the same evening on
the three thousand, on the Samaritans
when Peter and John prayed for them, on
Saul when Ananias laid hands upon him
upon the company in Cornelius’, house in,
Cesarea when Peter preached, and upon
the twelve Ephesian disciples to whom
Paul explained their privileges?

The impression produced by the record
of evanglizing that we have in The Aets is
this, that the preachers made a clear and
definite proclamation of God's terms of
salvation in every case, and those who
accepted those terms were saved there and
then ; and those who rejected, those who
failed to accept staid outside the Kingdom
of Ged. Little or no notice is taken of
those who have been impressed or influenc-
ed, but whose attitude to the offers of
Salvation was not that of submission. And
it were well if evangelists generally, that is,
all who preach Christ to the unsaved
were as definitely indwelt by God as those
preachers were, then there would be less
dawdling and pitying, and condoning of
unbelief, and rejoicing over a few tears,
and other exhibitions of emotion excited

)
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by human elequenc; and more of bsing-
ing the seeker squarely before the ques-
tion. Do you hereand now accept Christ
or do you not ?

Christ’'s decisive dictum concerning
prayer is, * All things whatsoever ye pray
and ask for, believe that ye have received
them and ye shall have them.” Mark, xi-
24. And John the beloved disciple, who
absorbed into himself the mind of the
Master, perhaps more fully than any
other of the disciples, gives us this, “ And
this is the boldness which we have to-
ward him, that, if we ask anything accord-
ing to his will, he heareth us: and if we
know that he heareth us whatsoever we
ask, we know that we have the petitions
which we have asked of him.” This is
post-pentecostal experience; he, who is
filled with the Spirit always, knows what
is * according to God's will” and does not
need to wrestle, for there is no antagonism
between the Divine Spirit and his.

B. SHERLOCK.

RESIGNATION.

BY EDITH VIRGINIA BRANDT.

X2 OD knoweth best. It 1s not meet
That we should murmur at his will ;
'Tis ours to *suffer and be still,”
Low lying at his feer.

He knoweth best. Our blinded eyes,
So dim with unshed tears, can see
No light athwart the gloom, till he

Shall bid the clouds arise.

He knoweth best. We cannot tell
Why he doth sever tender tiés,
We only know that he is wisé ;

He doeth all things well,

He knoweth best. And he will keep,
Though near or far, his watch between ;
His tender care, though all unseen,

* Shall slumber not, nor sleep.”

He knoweth best. His love hath planned
Each step that marks our onward way ;
'Tis ours to trust him—come what may.

“ Our times are in his hand.”

He knoweth best ; who loveth best :
He leadeth us from day to day ;
'T is ours to follow all the way,

And leave to him the rest.

—Exchange,

CORRESPONDENCE.

WE received the following cod
munications from Mr. A. Boomer,
of Crosshill, for insertion in the EXPOsI-
TOR. He accompanied his request for its
insertion with the additional request that
we should publish it without remarks.

This, too, we would have readily com-
plied with had he not, as the reader will
see, countermanded it by calling on us to
say somethlng concerning his denial of the
truthfulness of our description of Linwood
church at the time of our first visit. Of
course we cannot fail to reply to his solemn
call on usfor further proof, or retraction.

The sentence to which he takes excep-
tion is as follows: “ At one of the earlier
meetings of the series, we learned, by their
open, public testimony, that not one-half*
of the members of that church even pro-
fessed to be converted.”

In this we assert that we learned theé
fact stated by the open, public testimony
of the members.of the church. In ex-
planation of this, we have to say, that at
a full meeting of the whole chur¢h we re-
quested all who professed conversion to
stand up. Whereupon, not one-tiivd of
the members could abide this ordinary
and, amongst Methodists, legitimate test,
by rising to their feet. *

THAT BUSH MEETING.
To the Editor of the Expositor :

DEAR SIR.—A friend haskindly handed
me the September number of the Expost-
TOR in which, under the above heading,
vou have been pleased to make some very
personal remarksconcerning myself, so per-
sonal indeed, I regret tosay, as to partake
of the offensive. A controversy under this
heading has been going on for some two
months between myself, Mr. Dickenson

. and Mr. Petch, and, 1 see no reason why
- you should dash into the contest, ualess it

be the fact that you saw that the battle
was going against them, and you must fly
to the rescue.




I hiane b(.cn a rt.ad(.r of ldlg.’luus papers
all my life, and, although they have not
always been o free from personalities as |
think they should have been, I must say
that I have never read anything so very
offensively personal as some of your re-
marks concerning myself.  But, as you
have scen fit to make this unprovoked
assault upon me, I trust you will have the
fairness to publish my reply. .

The discussion to which I have referred,
arose out of a report made by me 1as the
reporter of a local paper) of a “Bush
Meeting,” held near Linwood, in July last,
under the management of Messrs Truax
and Dickenson. I was not present (my
loyalty to Mcthodisin being my excusey
and had to depend on those who were
there for my data. When the report ap-
peared, it was pronounced a very fair one,
and just such, as any uubiassed reporter
would give. Mr. Dickenson and Mr.
Petch at once assailed me, and during the
controversy Mr. Dickenson charged me
with having  just prerious to the meeting
- threatened to close the Crosshill church,
also with saying that *‘divine guidance,”
was " spurious guidanc:.” He said also,
thathe hadnot denied the divinity of Christ,
and had never said that Joseph was his
father. I then, for explicitness, asked him
to deny having said that Jesus was not
born divine, and he at once did so. I
then undertook to prove that in these
denials he had spoken falsely, and the
readers of the local papers will support me
in saying that I made out a complete casc
against him. In fact, it was amazing that
after all he had written for your paper on
the divinity question, that he should have
placed himself in so false a position. 1
shewed alsu, that when he charged me with
threatening to close the Crosshill church,
and with stating that divine guidance was
spurious guidance, he had made wilfully
false statements, as he spoke from my
letters, and there was not the shadow of
an excaose for the charges he made.

This..
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was w hy lsald thatxf there was any mat
from whom we should expect the truth
etc.” I then deinanded that Mr. Dicken
son should either prove the statements
concerning myself,--one of which I con
sidered of a damaging character - or with.
draw them, but he was not able to establizh
them, and not gentleman enough to with-
diaw them. How different my conduct.
When Mr. Truax, in his letter to the Globe,
pointed out an inaccuracy mn my letter tu
the Guardian, I lust no\ime in putting it
right.  And, becausc I was atle to show
up the hypocrisy of this man Dickenson,
then he whimpered and simoered about
persecution; and you, M:. Editor, have
becn unfair enough to take up the same
accusation or cry. It seems tobe all right
for you people to assail all and sundry who
do uct ancept your dogmas as infallible,
and cut and slash right and left, but the
moment we point out the inconsistencies,
and nonsense of members of the C. H. A.
then the cry of persecution is at once raised.
I challer.ge the whole C. H. A. to point to
one act of mine that even savors of the
spirit of persecution; but, on the other
hand, they have boycotted me in my busi-
ness, withdrew their children from the
Sabbath school because I was superinten-
dent, absented themselves from all meet-
ings they knew that I was appointed to
conduct, and refused to contribute to the
church collections, because 1 was the
steward, and vet, I raised no howl about
persecutjon.

And now, Mr. Editor, as to vourself |
was amazed at some statements in your
remarks touching the membership of the
church here (myself included), as also at
the fallacy of your reasoning in making a
positive statement made by Mr. Dickenson,
a simple expression of opinion; and, the
statement I made. “That Mr. Truax
was reported, to have said etc, etc,” a
positive statement, and one that I must
immediately withdraw ; for, if I do not
hasten to take back the unfounded un-
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trut].ful utterance etc, ctc., l must stand
convicted of mtumoudll) bearing false
witness against my neighbor. You must
surciy’ have considered the readers of the
EXPOSITOR, a very gullible community
if they would accept such sophistry . First,
a man may make a positive statement such
as this, “That Mr. Truax was expelled
from the ministry by his conference for
nothing less than righteous living,” and
this be accounted a merc opinion , hut,
when I say that Mr. Truas was reported
as having said etc., [ make a positive state-
ment which I must hasten to take back, or
stand convicted ewc., ¢te. What a murder-
ing of the Queen’s English is here re
quired to arrive at the desived conclusion ,
but, we have only to remember that Mr.
Dickenson is on une side, and Mr Boomer
on the other, and that settles it. Is this
the kind of justicc and righteous living that
yvou preach? if it is, I don’t want it; I
have no use for it. Your reasoning
throughout your article is extremely weak ;
it might pass muster with a politician on the
stump, in an ecffort to make black appeat
white, or vice versa, but for a man who
professes to do justly it won't stand the
test, and 1 was ounly surprised that ycu
<hould put it in print.

If you had been pleading the casc of a
criminal at the bar, whose guilt was su
clear that his conviction was a foregoue
conclusion, you could not have made a
more labored effort than you have done,
first, to exonerate Mr.
secondly, to convict me.

As to the statemeat you say [ iade
concerning Mr. Truax, I lLave nothing to
take back ; first, because it is true that he
was reported to have said as reported,
sccondly, because chere are a great num-
ber of intelligent people, who not only
declare that he said Christ's mission to
carth was a failure cte, but are willing to
swear to it if neéessary. When this
matter was reported to me, I indulged the
hope that it could be satisfactorily cxplain-

Dickenson and |

ed, but thu 5w ho hLard it dec]arg that it
was not qualified by any remarks the
reverend gentleman tade in connection
therewith. You, howercr, arc not prepared
to believe it.  But was this any worse than
denying the divinity of our Lord ? [ think
not, and it does nut require a great stretch
of faith on my part, to believe that thosc
who deny so settled a fact as the divinity
of Christ, would say as Mr. Truax is re-
ported to have said of his mission to earth.

As to what you say concerning  the
state of the church here, 1 have only to say
that it is wtferly untrue, 1 have consulted
4 number of the members who were mem-
bers then, and they «all pronounce it with-
out any foundation, and, as it is a slander-
ous statement, | demand that you cither
offer some proof of its correctness or make
@ proper apology for publishing such a
slander.

A vword now as to myself, and 1 have
done.  You say that, “when g man comes
before the public as a critic of other men,
it is in harmory with cvery principle of
rightcousness that he himself be subjected
.o the most searching criticisin,” granted
but did 1 criticisc these mon, or was it
their public utterances and the manner in
which they conducted o large public meet-
ing, that was criticised ? Every one who
has read my articles, and espccially the
one you were pleased to publish and on
whick you founded your remarhs, will, 1
think, agree with mc that it was the latter
and not the men who werc criticised, and
therefore, you had no authority in this, to
make the offensive personal criticisims con-
cerning myself, which you have made.

I have only to say in reply, that T have
been wholly misrepresented in iy attitude
towz-ds holiness. It seems to be the
favorite course of the members of the so-
called Canada " Ioliness \ssuciation, to dub
every person as an opponent of holiness
who dares to question their peculiar views
of divine guidance. Is there no holiness out-
side of the Canada IHoliness .lssuciation ?

Pyl ftd
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Hcavcn hclo the people if thelr isn't, and
so far as my reading from that source has
gone, I would infer that it is practically ~
confined to that handfull of enthusiasts.
I never opposed that grandest of all themes
to me—Holiess, nor have I givenany un-
certain sound as to where I stood in regard-
to it. But, if you supposed that 1 accept-
ed along with it, your peculiar and wild
views of divine guidance, you were mis®
taken. Where are several of your minis-
terial brethren who were some time ago,
associated with you in this movement?
Where is the International Holiness As-
sociation, who fraternized with you for
some time, and a host tf the laity of the
great Methodist church? Just now, where
I always was and where 1 am to-day:
They saw, and I saw, whither this move’
ment was drifting, and that you were any-
thing but a safe leader, and refused to
follow.

You say further that “the work repre-
sented by Mr. Petch will have no such dead-
ly opponent as Mr. A. Bocmer.” Now, this
is simply an impertinent prediction, and
must go for whatit isworth. Mr. Boomer
~ has offered no opposition whatever, to the
" spread of Holiness, God forbid, that I
should, but I do oppose fanaticism as set
out in the 37th. sermon of the founder of
our beloved Methodism ; the reading of
which, had probably more to do with
shaping the course I have taken, than any
other factor. Mr. Petch, assisted by Mr.
Dickenson and others, including the Galt
heretics, have been laboring most assidu-
ously for some years, altogether unopposed
at his appointment, but at our last quarter-
ly meeting, we and the other representa-
tives from that place, took the position of
asking the Board to close the appointment
there, whilst the society where this perse-
cutor of the sect. Alfred Boomer, a veri-
table coppersmith, Alexander, of apostolic
times, is credited with being the strongest
personality etc., still flourishes, all the
means in connection with the church well

sustamed, and the finances never better.
I speak not this boastingly. but facts are
strong things, and should be a complete
answer to the heavy indictment you made
against me.
Your Brother,
A. BOOMER.

DEAR Bro. H e

Vou feel sad at the fact that advocates
of holiness .":ould disagree in the columns
of a religious paper. So it is, but the
blame in God's sight is with those who
are in error whoever they may be. Iam
one of those who believe that #utk is the
mest valuable of all treasures and I will
have it ut all hazards. Christ says of him-
self when before Pilate, “To this end was
I born that I should bear witness to the
truth. Every one that is of the truth
heareth my voice.” And previous to that
utterance, he said: “I am the Way, the
Truth and the Life."” He callsthe third per-
son of the Godhead the Spirit of Truth, in
three instances. In nearly seventy pas-
sages in the New Testament is the truth put
before us as the ultimate thing for man;
the one thing above all else needful. And,
accordmgly, we arc to be valiant for the
truth, we are to be of the truth, and i
the truth, sanctified in the truth or through
it, and soforth; for truth came by
Jesus Christ. The wisdom that is from
above is first pure, then peaceable ; not,
as some would have it, just peaceable ; and
let the purity take care of itself. So, I
have heen contending for the faith once
“delivered to the saints” by Jesus at Mt.
Olivet, and realized by more than three
thousand on the day of Pentecost, by
many at Samaria and Cesarea, and by Saul
of Tarsus at Damascus for himself, and in-
strumentally administered by him to the
twelve disciples at Ephesus, as I showed
in my letter to the Christian Guardian.
As to its taking me “a long time to
reach my present views,”’ I may tell you
that for several years before I saw what I
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now sce, I was gradudlly getting to sec
that the modern theory of sanctifica-
tion iz not in the New Testameut. Par
dor is there, Christian Perfection is there
unmistakably, but the theory founded on
what I now see to be a mistaken interpre-
tation of the experience developed under
Wesley's eye in 1762, is not there; and
in order to make the New Testament
teach that thzery, you have to read into
the word something that is not therc
And it came to me again and again, “ If
this theory is so true, as that whatever
differs materially from it is serious error.
why is it not plainly and unmistakably in
the text?” But I held on to it, and even
defended it boldly in the columns of the
Guardian because 1 had not yet found a
better one, and because 1 saw that thosc
who combatted it were almost all of them
disbelievers in the reality of Entire Sanc
tification in any definitc form whatever.
They advocated a theory of growth, but
could never produce any onc who grew in:
.to the experience. But God spoketo mc
individually, and told mec that in com-
mon with the great majority of Christian
people, 1 did not give the Holy Ghost his
due honor, and 1 repented and submitted,
and with my finger on the words which
my Master (not an ecightcenth century
theologian) said concerning him as record-
ed by his disciple Jobn, I believed those
words with all my heart, and of course,
received the Personal Holy Spirit in Pen-
tecostal fullness. Then 1 began to sce
the things that are now so clearly evident.
For now, recognizing and receiving him
who is promised to teach me all things,
to guide me into all truth, to take of the
things of Christ and show them unto me,
and to be all-sufficient power to me; I
find myself conscious of all possible holi-
ness continually. You say, “ You cannot
expect us to see as you see.”  If you will
not shut your eyes to the New Testament
Jacts that 1 adduce, you will sec that |
have the truth on my side. If you are

determined not to see anything in the
New Testament that Wesley did not hap-
pen to put into his theology, why of
course there will be no use in showing you
these facts. But these facts of the history
and words of ithe Master were in the re-
cord for many centuries before the birth
of that mortal man whose name was John
Wesley, and they were there all the time
of his life although he seems to have
failed to bring them out. And they were
there all the years of my life, until [ was
past fifty years of age, but I did not see
them, being pre-occupied by an incorrect
theory of the whole matter. And you,
brother, have not so much as attempted to
show me that I have misjudged or mis-
interpreted the facts of New Testament
history or the words of Christ, or that I
have dishonored God when I have put
him, that is God the Spirit first, whom mjy’
Master put first. There are many wio
put their personal experiences in (ne place
that God should be, thereby breaking the
first commandment of the Decalogue. By
accepting the Personal Holy Ghost as
your absolute master, you are enable to
keep that first commandment perfectly,
and only then.  “That the righteousness
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.”

And you did not, because you could
not, prove that the converts of post-pefi-
tecostal times were not fully endowed with
all that was needed to enable them to live
holy lives. They needed only to “con-
tinue in the faith grounded and settled, not
moved way "’ or in other words to “ Walk
in the Spirit” that they had received, and
they would fulfil all righteousness.

Yon attach a lot of your own inferences
from my statement about backsliding and
are horrified at the picture your own in-
ferences have painted. I simply say.
“ Whosoever abideth in Christ sinneth
not,” and if he sins he loses union with
Christ and bhecomes a backslider. Did not
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Moses backslide when hc qmm.d in thc
smiting of the rock 7 Did not Peter back-
slide when he denied his Master? God is
the judge of those pious persons whose
names you quoted, and he who would not
let down his law to accommodate his
servant Moses, will not let it down for the
accommodation of any modern saint,
though he should have all the excellences
of Fenelon,” Kempis, Madame Guyon,
Countess of Huntington, Wesley, Fletcher,
Walsh, McCheyee, Phebe Palmer and
Bishop Taylor, concentrated in his onc
character. *“The soul that sinneth it
shall die,”” the Frst sin is the first step in
backsliding, and is a step toward death,
for “God is not mocked, whatsoever a
man soweth that shall he also reap.”

All that talk about an idcally absolute
law of perfection which we cannot help
breaking, and for the breaking of which
we need continually to go to the cross for
pardon, is entirely without Biblical founda-
tion. God has no law to which man is
amenable that he has not caused to be
written in his book somewhere, and he ex-
pressly said by Ezekiel in the 36th chapter.
that in the time that was then future, and
which is now present, “ And 1 will put my
Spirit within you and cause vou to walk
in my statutes, and ye shall keep my
judgments and do them.” That is, the
Spirit who filled with himself the hundred
and” twenty, the three thousand. the
Samaritans after Peter and John went
down to them, the Cesarean congregation
gathered by Cornelius, Saul of Tarsus
when Ananias went to him, and the
twelve disciples at Ephesus.  That was
entire  sanctification in strict accordance
with Ezekiel's prophecy quoted above,
and it came right soon after “ Justifica-
tion.”

[ have as much reason to love the
memory of Wesley and Fletcher and the
other Methodist notabilities as any one,
being of the fourth generation of Mctho-
dists., But 1 bhave a wholesale remem-

bmm.c of th(, 1mpned mdledxctxon whxch
says, “ Cursed is he that trusteth in man,
or maketh flesh his aim, whose heart
departeth from the living God.” And
that living God is pledged as my theological
teacher directly and individually ; by the
Lord Jesus Christ himself in John xiv-13
and xvi-13-14. 1 am so taught, to me he
has shewn these things, and the contrary
camnot be proved. 1 put the communion
of the Holy Ghost above the communion
of saints, and the Divine Doctor of
Divinity above all the discordant theolo-
gians of carth. | ‘“ccasc from man whose
breath is in his nostrils.”

So much for the positive side of this
question. On the other, in addition to
what I mentioned of personal experience
in the beginning of this letter, [ may say,
that the many indirect, and occasional
direct confessions of failures and shortcom-
ings on the part of some of the most pro-
minent advocates of the creed of the
modern holiness movement, together with
my own dissatisfaction with my spiritual
condition. helped to prepare me for the
truth by the soulhunger and restless-
ness produced.  For what use is a theory
of holiness which in its best exponents
becomes an inevitable failure in practice ?
What better:in life arc these men than are
many of those who antagonize them? If
“Holy " people do not perfectly keep
Gad’s law what js their holiness good for ?

You have been a standard bearer of the
“doctrine,”” and yet 1 heard you a few
years ago at a conference holiness meeting
confess failures and speak of your failures
being under the blood etc.  But whether
vou took blame to yourself for them or
not it was difficult to  discover from your
language.

Well, to conclude, since 1 have given
the Holy S-irit right of way. absolute ui.-
versal cont.ol of my being. I have had
perfeet vm.r/ setion. For Christ’s word
m.\ <t fails, “ Take 21 yoke upon you, and

¢ shali ind REST unto your souls.”

Your fraternally, B. SHERLOCK.
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This epistle given to me, ! write unto
you, wheresoever vou are scattered
among the nations of the earth, and to
those who are one with us, in spirit and
in faith. and in baptism, greeting.

God has plar s and puvposes in all
ages, which he s carrying out according
to the counsel of his own will, spoiling
prineipalities and the powers of this
world, as they stand in the Way of the
accomplishment of his design. choos-
ing the foolish things of the world to
corfound the wise, and the weak things
to confound the mighty.

So ye see your calling brethren. and
though not many wise men after the
flesh, not many nobie rare called. but
unto them who are called. Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God.
Go with me down the ages and you see
his called, his tried and faithful ones.
Enoch, Elijah, Moses. Joshua. Gideon.
David, Daniel, and all the line of pro-
phets down to the man Jesus.

He was a man prepared by God the
Father, to show forth =alvation to all
men, according to his own purpose. and
promise made to Adam, * The seed of
the woman shall bruise the serent’s
head.” He was the Lamb slain tfrom
before the foundations of the world. and
i the fulness of time, the manifestation
of the love of God was seen in him, as
he died on the eross upon Calvary. the
Redeemer of his brethien.

Since then, he has had his called ones.
his chosen ones. those who love and
obey him fully. working out his purposes
through them. Each one in their own
place, like cities set on a hill that can-
not be hid: and while all hights i the
solar ‘system have the sun for their
centre, so all who are shining for God.
have for their centre the man God, Jesus
Christ. We believe the Divine and the
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human met when he was baptised with
the Holy (Ghost and certitied to by the
voice from God saying. ** This is my
beloved Sou, hear ve him.”

Those who lived before his time looked
forward through the promise, and
through the types and shadows of the
Jewish sacrifices, to vhe manifestation
of the love of God which would centre
in a body prepared to serve his purpose,
and in him dwelt all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily, that we, his brethren
after the flesh. might be made complete
in him.

[n his age, his word was the law, and
men took their teaching from him as
from God : but he in the Father’s plan
was to go away. that dispensation was
to be done away, that he might establich
a more glorious one, and on the day of
Pentecost, the new dispensation was
ushered in, and God came to dwell in
the hearts and lives of every believer, to
work out his will and purpose in every
one who willlet him. In this enlightened
age, God is calling men and women to
walk with him just as Enoch did, that
they might have the same testimony,
and live their lives in that restored Eden
life, from whichh Adam by transgression
fell, but which is brought hack by Christ
Jesus.

Humau nature is just the same in all
ages, and men are just as unbelieving
and disobgdient to the voice of God to-
day, as were the children of Israel in
their day, and God is calling men to
stand in hiw. as redeemers of their
brethren all along the line.

Look at Luther. Calvin, Knox, Wesley.
and many more. these all fulfilled the
will of God in their lives, and passed
away.

God’s order is always to go forward.
** Search out all the land,” but tou
many settle down on a portion of truth,
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and refuee to investigate further, saying,
** What was good enough for our fathers.
15 good enough for us:” but God has his
valled onesstill, his Calebs and Joshuas,
who are a standing rebuke to their
brethren, who say, ** We will not settle
down on any man’s inheritance, we will
2o up and possess all things God has for
us.”

Look at our own people. the Methodist
denomination, commencing in the Spirit,
through a portion of light given to John
Wesley, but seeking to be made perfect
by the works of the flesh, and tying
themselves up to John Wesley's inter-
pretation of the truth, as he saw it one
hundred years ago.

God does not want us to pin our faith
to any man’s belief, but accept the pro-
vision he has made, the anointing
that teaches us of all things; for every
man’s privilege in this dispensation is
to know for himself his will concerning
us.

God has called the Canada Holiness
Association into existence to show the
Methodist Church her position and privi-

lege, and what is she doing with the light?
~-Condemning the leaders of this move-
ment. covering them with reproaches,
shouting “*danger ahead.” saying we, the
authorities of the church, cannot dis-
tinguish between the operations of the
Spirit and our own thoughts, and be-
cause they cannot, or will not. they
refuse to hear those who can, and so
are not walking in the full light of the
Holy Ghost age, in which we now live.
We thank God, the sound of truth
has gone into all parts of the Methodist
Church (and in many others) and the
seed of truth is planted by God himself,
and can not be rooted out, and while
. they are using the Chiistian Guardian to
spread condemnation on this movement.
God is using it to sp.ead the truth still

further, for those who have the spirit
of truth recognize it in another. and so
the work goes on.

What need we care if they have
church trials, and brand us as heretics,
and disturbers in Zion, we stand in
God’s order and they can not harm us.
God wills it.

What is the distinctive work of the
Canada Holiness Association? To teash
that wé are living in the dispensation
of the Holy Ghost, that he was the sent
of God, to teach, guide, and empower
every believer in Christ Jesus, who
will accept his work as finished, and
salvation through him, a free gift for
all; to suow that we can not serve God
acceptably and have our service back in
Christ’s time, or in the letter of the word.
butonlyastheSpiritleadsustouse Christ's
words, or the Bible, can they be any
benetit: to show that a righteous, holy
life can be lived, only, by obeying the
Holy Spirit of God as the supreme law
in our lives, as guide in all things.

The greatest opposition has gathered

- around the statement, that we can do'

without the Bible, and some in ac-
accepting the itruth contained in that
statement, literaily laid aside their
Bibles, and soon exhausted their store-
house of knowledge. We ourself un-
derstand Mr. Burns’ teaching to be,
accept the Holy Ghost as your guide
and teacher above every other law, yes,
even above the Bible, for God will not
let anything, not even his own word
given to men in the past, stand between
you and his voice to vou as an indi-
vidnal in this present time, ** for some
did indeed worship the Bible, as the
word of God, above God himself, and it
was necessary for them to know that
truth, for they were tying themselves to
some men's interpretation of it, instead
of having the revelation of the Spirit for
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themselves, and while we acted on tlml
truth we retained our Bible, only it
had now taken its rightiul place in our

life and worship.
Thou shalt have no other Gods before

rae, is just as applicable to this truth as
to any other, and these who were not
giving God the first place, and knowing
his voice apart from the written word.
had to learn this lesson. But we would
not know God and Jesus without it, and
God has preserved it for 1800 years,
that we might have a knowledge of his

dealings with mankind in all ages, and
see his purposes in ages to come.  Yes.

dear brethren, God has many things in
the written word to reveal {o those who
take the Holy Ghost as the rcvealer of
the deep and hidden things yet to be
made known. So I call on all who have
laid aside their Bibles. to brush off the
cobwebs, let them lie on your kitchen
tables, and office desks, let the truth
you have learned from the (anada Holi-
ness Association remain with you, re-
cognize in the Holy Ghost other breth-
ren, (called of God) who are not of this
fold, and let the Holy Ghost lead into
the deeper things, for there are moun-
tains of truth yet to be explored, fenced
cities to be taken, the mightiest battles
yet to be fought, but vietory is ours,
for we are God’s. And you dear brethren
who have drawn back from some of
the things that were so hard to under-
stand, fall in line again ; wait the revela-
tion of the Spirit, break through the
bars of unbelief or prejudice, and enter
the land where the Spirit can lead you
into all truth. 'We do not ask vou to
tie yourself to any man’s interpretation
of the truth, but know foi yourself, and

the truth shall make vou free.
¢ Launch out, launch oul mto the deep,
Let the shore lines go.”
*“Thenwe all with open face beholding.

as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are

nhanued into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Ford.”

MRs. J. BENNETT.
Angus, Ont.

**HE CAME UNTO HIS OWN AND HIS OWN
RECEIVED HIM NOT.”

%ISTOR\ repeats 1tself The days
<~ of “hard sayings™ are not yet
ended. Asin the days of the Son of
Man there were those to whom he
came and who received him not, so in
these days do we find there are those
unto whom we go, but who receive us
not.

And the reason for
to seek.

In the case of some, because we go
to them in the power and demonstra-
tion of the Spirit, they receive us not.
In the case of others, our belief in the
divinity ot Christ is not orthedox
enough. so they receive us not.

Some receive us not, because our
language has not a Scriptural enough
garb, with others, our language is al-
together too Scriptural-—we deal in too
** hard sayings.” therefore they cannot
** bear " them. and consequently reject
us.

All this flutter about ** Dickenson's
Articles ' in the EXrosiTor, is the direct
result of his coming unto his own and his
own receiving him not-—because he
does not come in their way.

As in Jesus' day, because he did not
come with **washings of hands’ and
“ keepings of tne Sabbaths,” they re-
ceive him not. so in this our day
because we Jdo not come with *‘three
times a day Scripture readings,” with
** morning, noon and night prayers,”
we are rejected.

this is not far

It is not the rejection of our methods
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—it is not the castmg of contempt upon
our ideas—it is not the abhorrence of
our doctrine, it is our rejection—it is
a casting of contempt upon us—it is an
abhorrence of us, because we are Christ’s
and Christ’s are God's.

Because we do not come with the
pre-conceived notions that have been
honored by forty generations, though
we came unto our owi, our Own receiv-
ed us not.

We have reference just now, special-
ly, to those of the Canada Holiness
Association as well as the churches.

There are those who claim affiliation
with us, yea. whose names are on
the C. H. A. books, as Secretary Col-
ling can testity, who are declaring that
we have no ‘love "—that we have
* ceased going out after sinners,” who,
if Jesus were here, would "come like
“the seventy ~ crving Lord. lLord,
‘haven't we in thy name done many
mighty works, but who, if Jesus came
for them this moment would * receive

him not.” o
We have in our mind just now one

such, who, in a recent convention,
prated about “ love,” and while claim-
ing to belong to the C. H. A., declared
we had ““backslidden,” and yet, within
a week or two, we have word that this
very disciple of the Lord Jesus, who isa
S. S. Superintendent, ‘ tweaked the
nose " of the teacher of the Bible Class
in his school because he would not
pronounce ‘“ Shibboleth ™ his way.

So it can be said of this Bible Class
teacher, he came unto his own super-
intendent and he received him, but it
was with the same kind of reception
that was accorded Jesus. In the one
rase he was ‘‘spat upon and buffeted,”
in the other ““ his nose was tweaked.”

If the days of ‘‘daubing with un-
tempered mortar " would only spin out

THE E‘(POSITOR OF HOLIN&LSS

—if tho days of ¢ prophes) ing smooth
things ™ could only continue—if bogus,
mock, spurious ““ love " would abound,
then would there be great gushing re-
ceptions held, but because of the use
of tempered, instead of untempered
mortar—Dbecause of dealing in ¢ hard
sayings,” instead of ““ smooth things—
because we manifest <“ real ” instead of
“mock ™ love, there is just as con-
temptuous a reception.

If we would only come preaching
“ Scriptural holiness > we would be re-
ceived.

If we would come preaching against
the ““ wearing of gold” and in favor of

the wearing of * plain apparel " we
would be received.
If we would preach “ fastings’ and

‘ physical manifestations,” going under
“the power " and much “ genuflection,”
our message would be accepted as the
gospel by many.

If we would only lay stress upon
‘“immersion " by water, ‘“eating of
bread ** and ¢ drinking of wine” in-com-
memoration of the Lord’s death, instead
of ““ righteous living,” even as the Lovd
lived, we would be received.

If to others we would only preach
‘ divine healing " not “ faith healing "
falsely so called, preach ¢ the anointing
with oil " instead of the anointing cf
the Holy Ghost, we would be received
with open arms. But because he came
not unto his own thus and so, his own

received him not.
Some would receive us and not reject

us, if we came in any form by “ sight

instead of by *faith.”
If we would only not pronounce

“Shibboleth ™ as *‘‘Siboleth’ there
would be no danger of our being slain
at the * passage of lfordan.” We
would be received instead of rejected.

If we would come without * defective



speech * or with ‘“short speeches,” with
proper ““form and comeliness,” we
would not be ‘ despised and rejected.”

The ancient Israelitish cry may still
be raised. “ Who hath believed our
report and to whom is the arm of the
Lord revealed ? " Jesus’ utterance ¢ He
that hath ears to hear let him hear " is
still good gospel.

H. DickeNsoN.
Woodstock, Oct. 23, 1893.

GENTILES.

ﬁGENTILE is defined to be any
3 one not a Jew or a Christian, in
other words a pagan.

To-day the world is divided into church
members and non-church members. The
former may be likened to Jews, the latter
to Gentiles. We don’t mean to assume
that all church members are christians or
that there are no christians™outside of the
churches. God forbid.

Hitherto the mission of the Canada
Holiness Association has been to the Jews.
The Jews having rejected, we must needs
turn to the Gentiles. To Jew and Gentile
alike must this gospel of Jesus Christ be
offered: We mean this gospel of “divine
guidance,” based on Jesus' words, * He
shall guide you into all truth.”

Hitherto, nobody' could join the Canarla
Holiness Association, who had not pre-
viously been accepted as a member by
some branch of the modern Jewish church.
We mecan by Jewish in this connection
“legalistic " or “evangelical,” now all this
has changed. There are those arising who
will bear Jesus' name before “Jew and
Gentile alike,” and there will be great
amazement among the Jews, because, on
Gentile also, is poured out “ the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” This is just another case
of history repeating itself.

It is recorded in Acts that Paul and
Barnabas spake out boldly, and said, “it
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was necessary that the word of God should
first be spoken unto you. Secing yc thrust
it from youand judge yourselves unworthy
of eternal life, (on divine guidance lives) lo,
we turn to the Gentiles.”

Just as raul said then, so there are
those who can say now “for so hath the
Lord commanded us.””  And just asit was
then, so it is riow, that as the Gentiles hear
this good news, they arc “glad,” and
* glorify the word of God.”

And just as it was then, so is it now,
that the modern Jews urge on the devout
women of honorable estate, and the chief
men of the cities to stir up persccution
against the Apostles to the Gentiles. The
“castingout of there borders,” is being liter-
ally fulfilled, and all because the disciples
arc “filled with joy and with the Holy
Ghest.”

We don’t wish that our references should
be at all obscure. The Rev. A. Truax has
been rejected by the modern Jewsand has
turned to the Gentiles. e has establish-
ed and is establishing a circuit of preach-
ing stations, where this Gospel of the Jews
rejection will be preached to the Gentile.
We understand he preaches in Courtland
every other Sunday. We understand
there is already more “ Macedonian cries
going up, “come over and help us.”

We presume that having been forbidden
of the Holy Ghost™ to speak the word in
Asia, and having assayed to go into
Bithynia and the “Spirit of Jesus suffer-
ing him not ™ a vision must have appeared
to him with the result that he is already
in Macedonia. Whether they will do with
him as they did with Paul in Macedonia,
lay hold on him and drag him into’ the
market places before the ruiers and say,
“this man being a Jew doth exceedingly
trouble our city and set forth cusZors which
is not lawful for uws to receive heing
Romans,” remains to be seen.

At all events there is a straight analogy
between what occurred in the carly Pente
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costal days, and what 15 occurring now
And we presume there is just as much dan-
ger of “legaliin™ and “leaver of the
Pharisces ™ creeping in unawares, now as
then. To this end do we utter this word
of exhortation, ** beware.”

We in this generation should be advan-
taged by the troubles brought into the
ancient churches by their legalistic practices
and should avoid them.

Having had the *dress question”  the
“ prayer question” the ™ Bible question ™
the “ Divinity question” the “ church ques-
tion ” the “ Divinc healing question” and
a4 whole host of other questions settled, we
should ““stand fast in the liberty wherewith
we have been made free and be not again
entangled with the yoke of bondage.”
This I say, “ Walk in the Spirit and ye
shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh.”

For if so be that we arc again entangled
in yokes of ordances, and baptisms, and
Bible readings, and fastings, and long pray-
ers, it certainly can be said of us as was
said of the Galatians *“ Christ profiteth you
nothing "—* Ye are fallen from grace.”

As persecution of this way goes on and
it will, the question of the formation of a
new secct will be pressing itself forward for
attention. And we have no dogmatic
utterances here. We don’t presume to
knoze the will of God for anyone but owr-
selves in this connection, and we have no
hesitation in saying that we know of no
reason why a new sect should appear on
the horizon. We already have organiza-
tion—the Canadian Holiness Association—-
which has hitherto been confined to the
Jew. We presume there will be as much
resistance to the advent of the gentile in
our midst as there was in olden times,
This organization appuars to have bueen
sufficient to spy out the land hitherto.
This organizatioi: consists of all thosc.
either in or out of existing churches, Chris
tian or Pagan, who walk or are honestly
examining about the walk in the Spirit,
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whether their names are on the books of
the Association or not. It is being dis-
covered these days that many who have
been to the churches as “dogs and sor-
cerers " are living righteous lives after the
pattern of Jesus Christ. With confidence
then we of this persuasion draw nigh to
such, with no more fear of contamination
than Jesus had of the publicans of his day,
just as he drew near the woman taken in
adultery, or to Nicodemus, and with  this
gospel of *“divine guidance " or “ power to
please God " or “rightcous living” recog-
nize the universality of the brotherhood-of.
man, and ‘““proclaim to all ar. und, what a
dear Saviour we have found "

THE TANGLED WEB.

This tangled web of mine,
Wherein 1 find so little good or fair,
May vet, if trusted to Thy love and care,

Take on-a light divine.

And *“through the glass” 1 sce
That even my mistakes, my faults, my sins,
Have taught me how Thy comforting beguuns,
And shown the way to Thee.

How all these wrongs we see

Can lead *o right, I do not understand ;

But e’er tne daylight breaks I clasp T*v hand,
2ad trust myself to Thee,  SeZ

The sympathies formed by grace far
surpass those formed by naturc. -1esley.

If. like Herod, you have some particular
sin, for which you cannot bear reproof,
you are deceiving yourself by supposing
your joys are a proof of your conversion.

The rich young man calculates to do
something which will carn heaven. He
will accomplish it by some bold stroke of
righteousness, sume grand  supercrogation.
He has kept the decalogue until heis tired
of o tame a righteousness. The Lord

<hows him there is a price infinitely below
the value of heaven which he is not willing
Whedon.

to pay
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