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Prespyveriax Cy URcH, NELsox,
Monday, June 2nd, 1838.

The Unired Synod of the Presh
met according 10 appointment, and was opened with 3
the Rev. Robert Boyd, A. M. the Moderator, from Acts
6 verse. “Apn{ the Apostles and Elders came togethe
of this matter.”

he Synod was constituted with
marked.

Sermon,

The following Members were Present.

Brockville Presbytery

Ministers.
WILLIAM SMART,
OBERT B OYD.

Elders

Toronto Presbytety
WILLIAM KING, Duncan M'Queex
GEORGE M CLATCHEY, THovas WaLkksn.
THOMAS JOHNSON James Cugrny.
JAMES CAIRNS.

SAMUEL PORTER,
ALEX. LEW]S.

SamueL RoGxgs,
Joun Porry,
Mallowel) Presbytery

JAMES ROGERS,
JAMES DOUGIASS,
The Rev. Robert
present year,
. The Rov. Isaac Py kis was invited 10a seat as corresponding Mem
_ber.
The Elder from the Chure
the inferior state of the heal
& Was unable 1o atiend the
absence.
The Minotes of (he last Meeting w
Resolved, that the thanks of this
Roberl.Bo d, for the excellent Sermon delivered by him before this
synod, in efence of the Presbyterian form of Chureh Government.
It was agreed, that the Rev. James Rogers preach on Tuesday even-
Ing, and Rev. Janes Déuglass, on Wednesday evening.
djourned lo meet 10-morrow morning at 9 o’clock, and that one
hour Spentinreading the holy scriptures and prayer.

Tugspay, Morning, 9 o'clock.

The Synod met according to adjournment, the Moderator called on
the Rev. Messrs, Douglass and Lewis, 1o °ngage in the devotional
exercises of reading the word of God and Prayer,

Boyd was unanimously re-e)

h on Mount Pleasant, stateq,

ere read and approved.
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The Preshyteries were authorized to meet to transact theyr official

wsiness, at such times. as shall not intetlere with the sitting of the
\‘:'.l

od.

F'he Members absent from the last meeting of Synod were called
on for their reasons

Messrs, Johinson, Potter and Rogers, assigned reasons which were
sustatned. v .

Lov Rev. Alex, Lewis having been admitied a Member of the To-
ronto Presbytery since the last weeting of Synod, it was on ‘motion,
resoived, that Lis name be added 1o the Roll.

The clerk was instructed to write toubsent Members,

'tic Comruitiee appointed 1 reference to the Confessionh of Faith
reported, whieh report being received, it was enjoined on the respec-
tree Presbyteries to asceriton how many copies of the Confession of
atthi they will be accoantable for, and that their  reports be ‘trans-
itted ong or before the 1st January next to the Moderator.

A recuss till alter public worship, 1 order that the Presbyteries may
rausact their geces-ary business,

T'vespay Evenine, half past 6 o'clock.
.

Alter a Sermon by the Rev. James Rogers, from Mark, 8 Chap.,
and 35 verse, the Synod came to order, the reports of the Presbyteries
were called for,

The Repori of the Brockville Presbytery was read and received
and is as follows : — :

REPORT OF THE BRCCKVILLE PRESBYTERY.

The Preshytery in submnitting their Report to the Symed, have
much cause to rejoice and be glad in tie many wnmerited blessings

t

and favours the have received trom the Great’ King and Head of the

Chureh during the past year ; and not from a confession or acknow-
ledgment, but a deep sense of duty and <orrow of Soul, they are eal-
led upon 10 conless their own sins betore God, and lament the deadly
errors both in faith and practiee which are rapidly spreading over the
length and breadt of their befoved land ; and for the final issue, if
the God of truth and mercy do not arise and stop thele career, they
have muuch cause to fear and tremble. A

The Churches under their care have been regulerly supplied (with
few exceptions)with the stated ordinances of the Gospe‘ ;and they
have some reason 10 believe, that they have been graciously owned by
their Divine Auathor, in cleansing the conscience, heart and lile of
men, refreshing their souls, curing their maladies, defending them
from danger, and renderioz them fruitful in good thoughts, words and
works. The attendance upon the word preached, and the ordinances
administered, although not so great as it onght and might have been.
vel it has been such as to inspive 1he fricnds of Zion wirh consolation-

Where regular visiting, caiechising, and public examinations have
been kept up, which have been somewhat general, the growing desire
ol the people for such exercises, have ween boti very great and ean-
couraging to the Ministers. It Lias been wug since tested by bappy
experience, that there is morekno w ledgs diflused eniong the people
by one hour’s catechising, than bymany hours’ preaching ; for g:o ke
former, the atteniion is pruvoked, as will as the

B
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tructed, anl the me Nory aatied; whilos mauny
are either altozetier o nearly |
of the hearers,

The Presbylory cannot say that there h
outpouring of the Holy Giiost pon thej
ber., especially trom among the

of the hands of the Strong Man armed, and hope fully ad
Church of Christ, Brotherly love, peace and unanimity |,
sally prevailed amonz the ministers ;pd in their councjls
80, among the memhers ol their respeciive Churches
Vhilst the Presbytery have thege and some other sources of thank-
fulness and ronsolation ; before (iod, the Chureh, and the world, they
ave.great cause for deep numiliaiion before him who knows a]] things
from the beginring to the end. .

Who ought, or ean see and hear what Passcs amongst us without
fear and trembling ? Go wiiere you will, you see (}e commandments
of God, opeuly, wilfully, and almost universally broken ; his gospel
despised, bis crdinances neglected, his patience abused, and his
power defied. T be a sjjen: spectator of these things js criminal, and
to come out upon the Lord’s . ide, 15 to incur the malice and wrath of
‘he seed of the serpent, oy these daring sids, Gud, for many years
has divided the people of this Provinee. He has suliered the very
folndaticns of brother]y love, the tender ties of consanzuinity, and of
mutual intercourse and;good will 1o pe almost and entirely broken up;
social order to be destroyed, and innoeent blood to be sheq ; and un
less all ranks and classes of men. tle rulers as well as the ruled ; the

ini gh as well as the low ; the rich

inister as well as the peopile ; the hiy
as well as the poor ; the learned as wel| as the unlearned, will return
unto God, confess their sins, turn {rom them, and learn righteousness:
the people may Justly expect, that Grod will reveal his wrath moreaqd
more against them ; whet his sword, beng his bow, and make it ready;
that he wil] Prepare the instruments of dogth, 10 stite them ; and de-
liver them over o one another in the unparalleled horrors of ‘an intes-
tine war, an( perhaps, a foreign invasion. O may all be wise in time,
and avoid the just, but awful Judgments of God.

The state of saciety is now such, that itis fully prepared to receive
every maunner of heresy, [t may then be asked, whence js i that dam-
nall: heresjes ahound, and the Chiristian Revelation hath $0 many
enemies ? Many are sobent 1o indulge themselyes in vicious practices,
that they eannot erdure Christ’s holy laws, which check them there.
in; and there(ore study by a'l ineans 1o darken these truths and facts
upon which these juws gre founded, that they may render Revelation
doubtful and uncerraip. Others again, not so vicions and lmmoral,
but instigated by the cursed pride of fallen man, labour to advance

€ason as a suﬂ‘iciemguif!o In matters of Religion, and as that which
mav eonduct men in the way of happiness.

Whatever natura| reason or'religion may teach,
rant of 1he right way and manner of

man. It can give no satislving aceount of tha creation of the world,
the criginal of mankind, nor in what state our first parents came oy of
their Maker’s hands : norcan it tell how human nature fell from jis
original re¢titude jnto IS present s impurity, nor how
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it can be recovered from it and restored to the favour ol an offended

(vod ; nor can it account 101 the conduct 0" Divine Providence in the

government of the world ; but in the Christian Revelation we find all
1]

P

{
1
]!

these things duly accounted for. All things considered, there never
was a time, when both Ministers and people were more called upon,
t}fn in the present day, to stand up for the mainienance of the truth

g$ttis in Jesus Christ.

e e e e e i - e v ——— - —

The Report of the Toronto Preshyiery ws read, wheq it was resol
ved that the further consideration of the said Report be deferred unuid

. to-morrow morning, wien it shall be the first item on the order of the

day. s

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at half-past Seven d'elock.
Closed witu prayer.
: Wenxespay Morning, half-past & o'cloek.

Opened by tiie Rev. J. Rogers reading the Holy Scriptures and
pruver.

The consideration of the Repott of the Toronto Presbytery was re-
sumed,

The case of the Rev. Charles Niccl, referred to in the Report, came
op, when the Preshytery was ealled ou to preduce their Minutes and
<uch documents on which they had grounded the suspension of the
Rev. Charles Nicol from the Ministry. The Presbytery was allowed
to withdraw, in order to appoint one of their Members to coanduet the
case of the Preshytery. in reference to Mr, Nicol. The Rev. Alex.
Lewis was appointed on behall o the Toronto Preshytery.

Certain docaments, having a reference to the suspension of the
Rev. C. Nicol, were presented by the Clerk of the Toronta Presby-
tery.

I. Petition of the Congregation in the Township of Toronto, to the
Presbytery of Toronto, requesting a dissolution of the Pastoral connec-
tion between the Congregation and Rev, Charles Nicol.

I1. Minutes of Toronio Presbyiery, und their proceedings on the
case,

I{l. Second Petitionaf Toronto Congregation, containing charges
against Rev. Charles Nigol.

IV. Letter from Mr. James McKelvey.

The three first of these documents were read and received, when it
was objected to by Mr. Nieol receiving document No. 4. It was ac-
cordingly put to the vote by Members not of tiic Presbytery of Toronto,
raemive of not receive, when it was unanimously decided receive. The
said document was read and received accordingly.

The Toronto Presbyterv was heard in justification of their procead -
ings. Mr. Nicol presented a protest against the proceedings of the
‘Poronto Presbytery, and was heard at great length ip his own defence, !
and in support of the protest he had presented.

Recess to 5 o’clock.
Webnespav Evening, 5 o’elock.

The Rev. James Douglass having preached from 1st Timotby 1st
chap. and 13th verse, the Synod came to order, and the farther consi-
deration of Mr. Nicol's case was resumed.

P
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At =aid Preshytery, a petition was received from the Congregation
of the ‘Fownship of Toronto, requesting the Presbytery to dissolve the
connection hetween them and Mr. Nicol, and stating reasons for the
canie, The consideraiipn of said petition w-s deferred until the. next
Meeting of Preshytery, When, after mature deliberation, the Presby-
tery dissolved the conneétion ; and at the same Presbytery, a charge
having heen brouzht against Mr Nicol, in consequence of which, the
Presbytery thought fit to suspend hLim from the Pastora! office, until
next Meeting of” Synod, when, on the 26th of June, the Presbytery
met, and on the motion being put and secended, was unanimously
agreed to, on aceount of his contempt of the decision of the Presbyt‘ery,
and other causex, to continue his suspension until removed or confirm-

¢d by the Synou . :
' THOMAS JOHNSON,
Presbytery Clerg.

Fhe following Committees were appointed.
Committee ou Ureasurer’s Aerount,—Rev. James Cairns and Mr.
John Polly.
Commitiee to draw up Public Ducuments—Messrs. Smart and Ro-
ers.
g Synodieal Committee-—Messrs Smart, Boyd, King and Douglas.
The Report of Haliowell Presbytery read and received.

REPORT OF THE HALLOWELL PRESBYTERY,

The Preshytery, in presenting their report, feel with mch regret
and sorrow, their destitute and unfavorable situation. The fewness of
their numoer, and the distance by which they are separated, must have
an influence unfavorable 1o the success which might be expected to
attend their labors. But they fagl to rejoice that, although few iu
nuwber, they came within the bounds of the sweet and comfortable
promise of the Great King and Head of the Church, “ Where two or
three are met together in my name, there am [ in the midst ;" and
they have cause 10 believe from the unanimity and brotherly love
which have prevailed among themselves and the people under their
imwmediate care. and the regular aczession to the number of Chureh
metbers that the presence of their Divige Master has hees graciously
atforded ther.

I'he Presbytery have many things to deplore unpromising with re-
spect to the good which might ctherwise result from the administra-
uion of the word and ordinances, It is to be lamented that they have
10t the power nor means to respond satisfactorily to the cry which is
wade from different sections of the country within their limits, for a
more regular supply of preaching. They can only pray the Lord of
the harvest that he might send a greater number olp faithful laborers

into his haryvest, And the Presbytery would respecifully recommend
to the Synod, the propriety of encouraging the circulation of religioys
tracts, and cheap publications, that would afford to those destitute of
public religious instractions, as well as others. the means of becoming
ore fully acquainted with their duty, as taught in the Holy Serip-
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Resolved, That this Synod eoxsiders Upper Canada an interesting
and important field for the circulation of religious Tracts, the estab-
lishment of Sunday Schools, and Bible classes,—that while they are
important auxiliaries to every Minister of the Gospel in those places
which enjoy the regular ministrations of the word of iife; they are
especially useful in those destitute places of our land that are without
the ministry of the Gospel and the ordinances of the Sanctuary. of
God. 1Inorder, therefore, that these institutions may be increzsed in
number, and 1o efficiency, and shed their benign influence on the Bro-
vince, A Commirier be appointed to correspond with the Secretaries
of the Religious Tract Society, and Sunday School Uaipn in Londen
-—as also the Religicus Tract Societies of the United States,. inviting
their attention to Upper Canada, as a field for their benevolent exet
tions, and that the said Committtec collected such information from the
Hecretaries of the above Societies, as may be necessary 10 enable the
Ministers and Congregations of this Sypod to co-operate with the said
Societies, in any effort to promote the glory of God, in the dissemu-
nation of that truth which makes wise unto’salvation.

Messra Smart, McClatchey, Rogers and Douglass, were -appointed
a Committee to carry the above into eflect. 4 04

Resolved, That the Ministers and Elders represeniing :congregn-
tians. be requived, at the next meeting of the.Synod, to reportshs
number ol T'ract Societies, and what efiurts have been made.to ciren-
late these usefu! manuals of divine truth, the number. of Sunday
Schoo's, and Bible classes within their bounds, and.to include in their
report the namber of Scholars, the number of Books, aad the condi-
tion of the Library in each Schoo! :

Adjourned to meet 1o monow worning a' @ o'clock.

Closed with prayer

Friday Morning 9 o'clock.

Cpened by reading the Holy Seripiures and prayer, by the Rev Geo

McClatehey. , i

The Committee on the Widows' Fund, reported and were ordered

to proceed. | i

‘he committee on Public Documents reported an Address to His

Excellency Sir George Avrthur, the Lieutenaot Governor, which bgvs
Ing been amended, was adopted, and is as {ollows.

Governor of Upper Canada, &-.
May 17 rLEAsE Your ExcerLency, v Sl &
The Ministers an¢ Elders, compasing the United Syued oftfié
Preshyterian Church of Upper Canada.in Synod assembled, ‘beg pese
mission to Address Your Kxcellency, and congratulate you.on ygﬁit
arrival in this country 10 take charge of its Government, and would
assure your Excellency that we feel a stropg..degree. of confidence;
thatthrough the Divine blessing, your Administration of our publie

To His Ligcellency Sur Géorge Arthur, K. C. H., Ligtitenant

P

affairswill tend to preserve peace, restore confidence, aud securé to -

he Proviuce the bicssings of the British Covstitution. And we do

et IO



i

most sincerely and soleinnly pledge ourselves, that s,

ence, by precept and example can extend, e will do

to strengthen yow- hands.bc!aivm; 5 we do,that ji js Incumbent yp
jects, 1atever may be tle;y statig

! ’isfpntriolic and christiag duty ; and certainly no

Ty of aur infant coyngr required it more than the presen:

€ are aware thag { |

_ our Excelloncy’s Administraopn and
lies are much increaseq by

: the late wicked and u
and the aggravating atrpeir; i '
that by Your Excellency’

s decisi_on and firmness of conduct
with mercy and benevolence

» Will be made the happy mea,
serving, unsullied, the high character of our laws and go
and we are glad ¢o | i 4 xcellencys public dee)
that this is the course you have adopted, and are stll detery
pursue.

Your Exce"ency must, no do
our public affairs, an

' ted state of (he
mind, are unfavoryble for promo

ting the object of ouy sacred office—
Which is peace and good wil| among all classes of
] nding, we hope hope that &
suceessful, in diffusing mory! prineiple
to God, obedience to the laws, and loya
e look 10 Your Excellepey wj

Dtatural rep

ubt, be aware

ur labors hay
» evineed in the
Ity to our beloved Sove reign,
) . Y 1Mest confidepee that equal
rights, Immunities and priv extended 10 ys by the Goy.
ernment, with other reliwi mations in (he colony,
ud we pray that your Excelleney may be guided hy Divine wis.
dom, an¢ enjoy every favour from the Fathe, of mercies in youe Ad.
ministration, person and family.
Done at Nelson, 1his 28}, diy of Jups, 1838, in the n
of the Uniteq Synod of the Presby terjan Chureh of
ROBERT BOYD, Moderataop,
WM. SMAR T, Stateq Clerk of United Synod,
On Motion, Resolved, That the Second W
next, (Feb. th) be g day to he Particularly g,
youth within the botnds of the respective co
nod, who, aithougl; (he lambs of 1he flock, ang
ané m:nisterial nstruetion and prayer, have pot given themselves 1o
the Lord, and manifesfed theijr attachment 1o |,jn by observing ihe
Holy ordinances of his Chureh, especially that of (he Lord’s Supper.
hie committee of Synod repotted, i
congratulatory and loyal Address 1o Her Majesty the
transmitted by His Kxcellency Sir Francis Heaq,
cious answer was received,
II. A Memoria] to Her Majesty the Queen, whi-} |,
mitted by His Excellency Sir Geurge Arthur, Lieqt.
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each and every Meeting of the Synod, the sum of £5; but the amount
paid in at this present Meeting, to be deducted from the said Five
Pounds, for the following year,

T'he committee appointed 1o examine the Treasurer’s Account of
the Missionary Furd, and the contingent expenses of the Synod, have
to present the following report. AT

They have examined the Treasurer’'s Account, and found it kept in
a correct manner ; and the sum of eight pounds five sLillings remain-_
ing in hs hands.

The Ministers being called on to pay into the Missionary and Sy-
nod Fund, the following sums were reeeived :

Brockville Presbytery.

Willlam Swmart, Erockville, £110 0
Robert Boyd, Prescott, £1 10 0) 5 0 0
Do Fdwardsburgh, 0 10 0§
Robert Lyle, Osnaburgh
Joseph Anderson, South Gower,
John Oemall, Lanark,
John Dickey, Williamsburgh,
Toronto Presoytery
William King, 200
Wiliiam Bryning, Mount Pleasant,
(Gieo. McClatchey, Clinton, 110 0
Thos. Johoson, Chinguacousey,
Samuel Porter, Trafalgar, 010 O
James Cairns, Albion and King 1 0 0
Hallowell Presbytery '
James Rogzers, Demorestville, 1 50

James Douglass, Cavern,

£915 0
Amount Subsenbed for 1839.
William Smart, £
Robert Boyd
Robert Lyle
Joseph Anderson
John Gamell
John Dickey
William King
William Bryning
George McClatchey
T homus Johusen
Samue! Porter
James Cairns
Alexander Lewis
Isaac Purkiss
James Rogers
James Douglass

QNI O Oy O O QR Wy
SO0 OOOOOODODOOOD
QOSSO0 D200 2200202

£30 0 0

That the nextjmenting of the Synod be held in Cavern,onth ~ st
Monday ih Jnoe, 1839, at 2 o'clock in the afterpoon, and in the event




of thie Moderator being aisent, the Rev. Robert Lyle, A.M. 10 preach.
_, Closed with praise, prayer and the Aposioliz Benedictiup,

-1 '
' . .. ROLL OF UNITED SYNOD
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF UPPER CANADA, 1838,
\ & Brockville Presbytery, _ ‘
s ”iﬂig&cnc. L '8 Elders.
William Smart, Brockville
-/ Robert Boyd, Preseott
" “John Gamell, Lanark
/Robert Lyle, Osnaburgh
/ Joseph Angerson, North Gower
dohn Dickey, er Williamsburgh,
- Toronto Presbytery. ai
/ William King, Nelson Duncan McQueen
John Bryniag, Mount Pleasant John Polley .
George McClatchey, Clinion ' Thomas Walker
Thomas Johnson, Chinguacousey James Curry
James Cairns, Adlbion
Samuel Porter, Trafalgar Samue; Rogers
Alexander Lewis, Mono
Isaac Pugkiss, Simeo
Hallowell Presbytery.
James Rogers, Hallowell
James Douglass, Cavern

Synodical Committee, ;
William Smart, Gonvener. Robert Boyd, William King, James
Douglass.

. The Presbytery have met six times.since the last meeting of Synod;
I held two visitation Presbyteries; one in the Revd. Joseph Ander-
son’s Congregation of South Gower, & one in the Revd. John Duheys
ot William’sburgh which upon the whole, were highly satisfactory.
The Revd. Robt Boyd is Moderator for the present year and the Revd.

Wm. Smart Clerk.
Signed :
WM. SMART.
P C



