Inter-depariment Correspondencé

MCGILL UNIVERSITY

tion of the Teachers' Training Committee

and

v are
be undert
I felt

ee I shoulc

I do not
objection should like




m v

T« H. Matthewse, Esq.,
Regi strar.

ir. Hatthews,

1 will remember writine > me on October 8

statig; tna‘ u would like %o ier your resignation
from the Teachers®' Training Commit

d @ is guite ri~ t in say~-
ing that th titution o at Committee is statutory and
$hat you a t nembe but 1ly the uocretary.

time, when Dr. Nicholson
was uCCTuu&¢ the Committee was z.c? more active and he
was paid oI i e When his salary was raised
twelve Jecru age he said he considered it unnecessary to re-
ceive this pay gnd ths 2 would gladly undertake the duties
of Becretary witl D That was one of the legacies he
left to you.

At the next meeting of the Curuittee, to be
led only when Dean Laird and myself consider it necessary
hs ll Place your resignation before the Udmmittee.

l
a
el

Ever yow s faithfully,

Principal
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Department of Education
Quebet, P. Q.

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE

SUPERINTENDENT
When replying please give LIONEL BERGERON

W. P. PERCIVAL at the head of your letter
this number. FRENCH SECRETARY AND

ENGLISH SECRETARY, DEPUTY DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT, Now oo 25 = DEPARTMENT.
ANBUSIHECTOR FOE I HOIESTANT Replies should be addressed
EDUCATION. to ‘““The Superintendent of

Education, Quebec, P. Q.”

October 23rd, 1933,

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 1L.D.,
Prineipal and Vice-Chancellor,

MeGill University,

Montreal, Que.

v

Dear Sir:-

honour to inform you that I was
present at liac 11d College on October 18th to 20th.
While there I visited the classroom of the Dean and
of every member of the staff of the School for Teach-
ers during the lecture periods.

- g The reception accorded me was excellent, and
the spirit of the staff is one of co-operations

; ' Thg methods of teaching are modern, and there
1s a uniformity of philosophy and psychology that is
commendable.,

Yours truly,

/7
e
y /4
i: .

Director of
Protestant Education.
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October 265, 1933,

2ir Laird,
Teachers,

for your letter of

a letter from

sration,

3 are modern, and there
phy and psychology that
regard to your
" e ~q £~ o A & 2 o ) .
the afternoon of Friday, Novomber drd, would

88 any other time you could name for me %o

Training Committee. am particularly busy for the next

two woeks, but we must try to fit it in somehow if the

moeting is absolutely necessary.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.







When the MeGill Normal School was transferred to
liacdonald College, it was the purpose of the founder and
benefactor of ilacdonald College to advance the cause of education
through the training of teachers, wo that children might have
better schools, especially in rural communities.

All Quebec protestant teachers with Kindergarten,

Elementary, and Intermediate diplomas are trained in the School

lacdonald College. It is, therefore, highly
important that the work of the School for Teachers should be

adequate to justify the purposes of the founder, and to satisfy

Eal

of the commmunitye.

Humber of Teachers Trained.

In the decade, 1921 - 1930, the School for Teachers
has actually sent out from its walls more than 2,000 teachers with
diplomas, an average of more than 200 a year, as shown in the

following table:-




Diplomas issued from 1920-21 to 1929-30.

Inter= Elementary Elementary Kindergarten Kindergarten
Year. mnediate, lst Class. Short Course. Director. Agsistant.

Eieen witean

1920=-21 91 49
1921-22 96 51
1922-23 68
1923-~24 - ' 79
1924-25 80
1925-26 3 62
1926~27 87
1927-28 70
1928~-29 33
1929-30 37

P el

Of the 227 teachers with first elass Elementary diplomas,
163 afterwards succeeded in obtaining Intermediate diplomas.

However, practically all these students did some teaching in rural

schools while they possessed an Elementary diploma, and thus

rendered service to the community as Elementary teachers. It is

thus quite fair to include them in the grand total, which is 210l.

(2)




Origin of Students.,

-

All our students come from the

i

and 2 destined to teach in Quebec. in

become teachers, they must attend lacdonald College to obtain

Kindergarten, Elementary, and Intermediate diplomas.

It is interesting to note that slightly more than
Pifty per cent of teachers come from the Province of Quebee
outside the Island of lMontreal.

In the last ten years, 55.5 per cent came from the
rest of the Province, and 44.5 per cent from the Island of

Montreal.

Improvementse.

There have been four notable advances in the education
of future teachers.
1. A higher standard for obtaining a high
school leaving certificate, or a

matriculation certificate for admission
to the Intermediate Class.

A higher standard for admission to the
Elementary Class.

The requirement of a medical certificate
for admission.

The improvement of the training by the
addition of courses in primary methods.

school leaving certificate can only be won

(3)




obtaining 50 per cent in each subje

60 per cent of the total, and not less than 40 per cent in any

o

one subject. Tt is unfortunate that there is this double
standard for the same examination, as some students pass in
matriculation, and fail in the school leaving certificate, and
vice versas For the school leaving certificate no-one may come
below 50 per cent, and for the matriculation certificate, all must
reach 60 per cent in the average.

2. Students were formerly admitted to the Elementary
Class before Christmas if they had passed Grade ¢, and attended
Grade 10 until Christmas, or taught sehool until Christmas

the possession of a certificate of having passed Grade 10 is

required from all applicants to the Elementary Class.

3, A medical certificate similar to thatl required from
candidates for the Civil Serviee or for life insurance is exacted
from all applicants for admission to courses leading to diplomas
valid in Protestant schools. In consequence, many students
suffering from various disabilities are deterred from applying;
and candidates suffering from i1l health, deformities, and

infirmities are rejected, if their disabilitlies are

(4)




be detrimental to their work as teac
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Province of Quebec.
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will have fewer applications from teachers

on the ground of illhealth, and disability,

SeIrvicee.

All of the three improvements,

naturally affect the

in recent years, and will continue to remai

until school boards Ty

recognize the
persomnel, and pay salaries high enough to

candidates

(5)

the number of

overh

drawn by the

the Roman Catholie Commi

attendanece which has been reduced

rovement in the

to prepare themselves for the profe

8 medical

. 1 A mds -~ Yraa de
students, but

f.‘ Q
»._) [

al fitness of

Le
ead expense of

hen the carcer of

¢ Protestant
Pension

ttee of

Cormittee immediately took steps to

achers in the

Pension Commission hopes that in future it

who desire a pension

after 20 years

mentioned above,
somewhat
n smaller than usual,
teaching
esirable

encourage

ssione.




4, The fourth main improvement has | the organization
and unification of primary methods in
gtaff, instead of having such methods
gourses of lectures.
alter entirely the attitude of the student body.
was a tendency to prefer work in the senior departments; now very
many student teachers are definitely determined to devote them-
selves to primary teaching, which is of such fundamental importance
for the super-structure afterwards laid by teachers in the upper
grades,

This is a decided improvement, which has been gratefully

acknowledged and commended by Superintendents, Inspectors, anc

others in touch with school works

It is a fixed poliey on the part of the authorities

regsponsible for the School for Teachers 10 appoint omnly the

highest type of teacher and instructor, with

training, and successful experience.

As in ordinary schools, the high calibre of the staff
is the determining element in the success of the instructior
training.

(6)




Table 2

School for Practice School for Teac]
Year end-~ Teachers. Salaries and 3als s &
{nz Jurle. Fees & Grants. Fees & Grants TOTAL Suppliese. Overhead.

1921 10,655 18,429 25,980 1 17,511
1922 10,736 21,063 26,801 14,378 17,434
1923 11,036 g 23,080 26,400 13,297 15,226
1924 11,257 35 23,207 26,791 15,083 16,037
1925 1,332 33 12,826 28,546 15,053 15,669
1,287 12,845 28,238 15,730 15,641

945 14,111 28,271 16,454 18,303

15,967 30,200 28,027 17,420 21,098

25,785 40,002 29,080 19,261 20,071

15,735 ) 29,960 30,451 21,218 20,941

In the column marked "overhead" the Bursar includes proportion of cost of
stration, buildings, maintenance, library and reading room, gymnasium and grounds,
heat, power and water, etec., elc.,

In connection with expenses, supplies have remained fairly constant; the chief

jtem is salaries. There have been no additions to the staff in the School for Teachers

itself, but there have been additional teachers appointed in the practice school.
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Another increased cost has increasing
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most pressing need is an addition to the practic
tisfactory conditions,
accommodation for practice teaching, as w as to provide
room for tThe increasing number of puplls now at our dis-
posal for this purpose.

Under the present circumstances, the staff are very much

handicapped with experiments they would like to carry on

in several directions, for example:=-

l. Rural and bru.u; organizations.
2e ;xncl*“ent 1 special subjects.
Se LA C”I“LP in individual work.

Lo “p<r1 nts in rates of promotion.
. Lﬁno *iments with objective tests.

A summer school for the further training of teachers in

3 Tion P T N
ularly those with Elementary and Intermediate

diplomas. An enquiry into the ways and means of carrying
sunmer school with the co-operation of the

Department of Eduecation is now being carried on.

Higher salaries for the staff of the School for Teachers,

and the teachers in the practice school.

These will be necessary to retain the efficient members

of the staff, and to provide for inereases of salary

-3 1y T e +enn o b
similar to those granted on the liontreal selle to teachers

in elementary sch The present lecturers in the




School for Teachers are receliving
receive as Principals of tlementary schools with the
length of service.

.

A self contained staf

T
.t

Some members of the staff of the School for Teachers are
giving services in sther schoo In some cases, the
arrangement is not satisfactory -

As In the ecase of Art, because of the different
qualifications required to teach school art,
household furnishings, and costume designe
Dr.Brunt has on two occasions made formal
application to be relieved from lecturing in
the School of Agriculture. I am willing to
recommend this relief for Dr.Brunt, for the
following reasonsi-

a. He has too much work to do 1t all
satisfactorily.

There is a sufficient amount o
for him in the School for Teache

¢+ More correction of English exercises,
and more supervision of practice
teaching could be done by Dr.Brunt if
his energy were entirely at the disposal
of the School for Teachers.

Should illhealth or temporary sickness
prevent Dre.Brunt from attending %o his
duties for a short or long period, there
is no one here to take his place.

(19
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SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

December 22, 1932.

Sir Arthur Currie,
MeGill University,
Montreal.Que.,

Dear Sir Arthur,

At the meeting of the Protestant Central Board of
Bxaminers on Tuesday forenoon, December 20th, the new admissions
were made to the Intermediate and Elementary classes.

Five women and two men students were admitted to the
Intermediate Class commencing in January, in order to complete
their courses. This adds seven to the number of students in
the Intermediate Classe.

In the Elementary Class sixty-four students were
admitted, namely, fifty-nine women and five men. This is the
largest class that has ever been admitted to a short course,
and perhaps the size is accounted for by the fact that twenty-
six women were left over from last September, and were refused
admission last September on account of lack of spacee This
class of sixty-four rural teachers is going to be a very hard
one to handle, especially for practice teachings It is also
going to be hard to accommodate in the residence.

Four men and ten women were sent home by me on
cegunt of poor work in teaching. I may send home some more
L%ng esults of examinations, which however I will not receive
from the staff until after the Christmas holidays.

I have already given this information to Mr.Ward
in connection with the boarding accommodation, but I thought
I would send it to you also so that you will know the pressure
being put on the School for Teachers through large applications,

and admissions, especially in view of a conference between the
Department and the University authorities.

I have already started a committee to devise means
of improving the practice teaching for these sixty-four new
students in the Elementary Class.

I know we have your sympathy in our problems.

Yours faithfully, ;
O&‘ ¢ W\W}/(
Dean.
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Sir Arthur Currie,
McGill University,
Montreal. Que.,

Dear Sir Arthur,

to attend the Music Supervisors
Conference in Cle and hi for which I would have to leave
next Friday.
T plared to attend the last one two years ag
Chicago, but circumstances prevented me from goinge

Stanton, Supervisor of lusic in Montreal is being
ntreal Protestant School Board, and Mr. James Small,

sent by the Mo

+
Montreal West, is being sent by Montreal West School Board. I am
also very anxious to attend as they not only have a rural school
section, but an Elementary school section, and a National High
School section, and a National High School Orchestra. Mr. Gustav
Holst, Mr. Walter Damrosch, Dre.Ernest MacMillan of Toronto and
others are on the programme.

These conferences are held every second year, and I have
always been unable to attend one. T am anxious to do so as th
Americans are very much ahead of us in Canada in this sub jeet, and
I would like to know what we can possibly do to improve our work
here.

The cost would be around $100. If it is more 1 would
pay the difference myself, and if it is less of course less will
be charged.

I earnestly hope that the University will make it ®

possible for me to attend on this occasion as there will not be
another for, at least, two yearse.

Yours faithfully,




Te Fred Ward, Esqg.,
Bursar,
Mecdonald College, P. Ques

Desr Mr. Ward,
With reference to Desn Sinclsir Leird's

w

application for an sllowence to sssist him in attending the

lusic Supervisors Conference in Clevelend, Ohio, next month,

am sgreeeble if you can find the BONeYys
Yours feithfully,

-

-

Principsl.
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MACDONALD COLLEGE

McGILL UNIVERSITY
RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: POST OFFICE:
STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE. 2 S & MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Confidential. 3, 1932,

Mrse. D.McMurray,
Secretary to Principal,
MeGill University,
Montreal.Que.,

Dear Mrs. MeMurray,

I received your confidential letter of June 2, and

have shown it to Miss Philp.

Miss Philp and I will print our programme in such a

way that Sir Arthur Currie will not be required to do anything

except preside. He will not be expected to make any address
or any remarks; that part of the usual programme will be
eliminated.,

We shall be delighted, however, if Sir Arthur is able
to come to the closings, and preside, as usual.

Yours faithfully,
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MACDONALD COLLEGE

RAILWAY STATIONS, EXPRESS AND TELEGRAPH OFFICES:
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.

POST OFFICE:
MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA.

Principal Sir Arthur Currie,
MeGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,
to have

of prizes and diplomas Elementary class

™ Z

December 19th, at 2.30 pm. This

year

an informal distribution in the Women's

room or the pilano alcove, wit € r the
the few relatives of students who will come,
afterwards.

I am writing to ask if yo

and preside at this rather informal function.

necessary to make a long spee

congratulate the students,
very pleased, indeed.

I hope

recovered to enable you to honour us

occasion.
Yours

your health will be

distribution
Friday afternoon
propose to have

reception

students,

sufficiently

with your presence on that
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SCHOOL. FOR TEACHERS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.

POST OFFICE:
MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, ieGill University,
Montreal, Quee

Dear d9ir Arthur:

I received your letter of May 10th telling
me that you would be unable to attend any ceremonies
in the month of June. I am writing at once to say how
gsorry I am that you will not be able to attend and
21s 0 how much more sorry I am for the cause which has
led your medical advisers to suggest that you should
drop all work because of your physical condition.

I sincerely trust that you will have a long
and refreshing holiday and that your health will be
completely restored.

We shall do our best to carry on the various
funetions to your satisfaction and I presume that in
the absence of any instruetion from you I shall preside
myself at our Closing Exercises.

With best wiches for a good rest and complete
recovery, I am,

Yours faithfully,
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Inter-department Correspondence

From
Tue Princirpar ano Vice-CHANCELLOR,
McGice UniversiTy,

MonTrEAL.

PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR;
3 =, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. =
SiR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G.C - .TU.HC 2 ¢ 1(33 %,

Dean Sinclair Laird,
Macdonald Cellege P.0.,

Dear Dean Laird,

The Principal asks me to say that

Clesing Exercises on Thursday,

he will be present at the

June 8th. It is doubtful whether Lady Currie will

accompany hin.

Secretary to the Prineipal
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October 19th, 1927.

Dear Dean

I beg to acknowledge your
letter of October 18th with reference to the

*

visit of Mr. Alfred Noyes,

satisfactory arrangement
dacdonald Collesge.
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