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October 28th, 1932

The Principal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

I am informed by Dean Laird that the constitu­
tion of the Teachers’ Training Committee is statutory 
and that I am not a member but only the secretary.
Dean Laird’s reports are always carefully typed, the duties 
of the secretary are extremely small and such duties might 
well, I think, be undertaken by one of the members of the 
Committee. If I felt that I could be of any real assistance 
to the Committee I should be very willing to remain as 
secretary but I do not so feel and unless you have any 
objection I should like to tender my resignation.

Since

Yours sincerely,

V. M
Registrar
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November 24, 1932.

T. H. Matthews, Esq., 
Begi strar.

Dear Mr. Matthews,

You will remember writing to me on October 8 
stating that you would like to tender your resignation 
from the Teacher6f Training Committee.

I find that Dean Laird is quite right in say­
ing that the constitution of that Committee is statutory and 
that you are not a member, but only the Secretary.

It seems that at one time, when Dr. Nicholson 
was Secretary, the Committee was much more active and he 
was paid $100 for his services. When his salary was raised 
twelve years ago he said he considered it unnecessary to re­
ceive this pay and that he would gladly undertake the duties 
of Secretary without pay. 
left to you.

That was one of the legacies he

At the next meeting of the Committee, to be 
called only when Dean Laird and my self consider it necessary, 
I shall place your resignation before the Dbmmittee.

Ever your s faithfully,

Principal
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May .19th, 1953,
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r rchool for Teach» re?
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Calcrion, ono-t Bird of which io made nj of a charge of 5

We have doubled this fee, making it 10
'

,

for laboratory fee»* 

p; r student, which me an a that the student wil: pay vat a-thirdss
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^Department of Ebucation
©uebec, $. ©.

HON. CYRILLE F. DELACE
SUPERINTENDENT

When replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
this number.

LIONEL BERGERON
W. P. PERCIVAL

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT.

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT, 
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 
EDUCATION.

No.
Replies should be addressed 

to “The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P. Q.”

October 23rd, 1933.

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University,
Montreal,

LL.D.,• y

Que.

Dear Sir

I have the honour to inform you that I was 
present at Macdonald College on October 18th to 20th. 
while there I visited the classroom of the Dean and 
of every member of the staff of the School for Teach­
ers during the lecture periods.

The reception accorded me was excellent, and 
the spirit of the staff is one of co-operation.

The methods of teaching are modern, and there 
is a uniformity of philosophy and psychology that is 
commendable.

Yours truly,

.... '

Director of 
Protestant Education.
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October 25, 1953,

Dr, W,P, Perdrai,
Director of Protestant Education, 

Department of Education,
Quebec, Que,

My dear Dr. Perdrai,
Let me thank you vory much for your 

letter In which you are kind enough to giro me an appre­
ciation of the methods of teaching and the spirit of the 
staff In the School for Teachers,
Laird always does his best to promote our mutual interests, 
sometimes under difficult conditions.

g
I am sure that Dean

With all kind regards.
Yours faithfully.

Prlncipal.

__________________________________________________________

8i':

SBSi

mm



______________________________________________________-_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

/

MACDONALD COLLEGE•.

McGILL UNIVERSITY
RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESSi POST OFFICE:

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE, MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

October 25, 1933.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Principal & Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University,
Mont real, Q,ue.

Dear Sir Arthur:
,

There are several items of information which
may be of interest to you.

■ 1. Inspector Cattermull of the Gaspé district, at 
Dr. Percival's request and by his arrangement, spent several 
days at the School for Teachers from October 10th to 13th.

Dr. ïï. P. Percival, Director of Protestant Education, 
paid an official visit to the School for Teachers and inspected 
our work, from Oct. 18th to 20th inclusive.

He stated that he intended to write a report to 
you on what he saw, but as far as I could make out, he was 
pleased.

2.

g

ii. 3. As I have already informed you it is my intention, 
with your approval, to visit some of the Intermediate Schools 
with Inspector Billings who made a report to the Protestant Com­
mittee oh Friday, Sept. 29th. If arrangements can be made, I 
shall go with him by car on Wednesday afternoon to as many as 
possible of these schools in the Eastern Townships for two days.
I may, therefore, be absent until Saturday morning, October 28th.

4. Mr. T. Cuddihy,Director of Studies for the English- 
speaking Catholic Schools in Montreal, has asked permission to 
bring one hundred of his preparatory and first year teachers to 
Macdonald College on Friday afternoon, November 10th, to see our 
Practice School and our work in Primary Methods. Mr. Cuddihy
is very anxious that his teachers should have the benefit of the 
work of Miss Ramsay and of our high school teachers in these two 
grades.
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5. Nearly all the Staff of the School for Teachers and 
several of our high school teachers were engaged in giving papers 
or demonstrations at the Teachers' Convention. I think there were

fewer than eighteen addresses given by our Staff.

6. On account of conflict of engagements, I have not yet 
been able to find a suitable date for the first meeting of the 
Teachers' Training Committee. I would like to know whether Friday 
afternoon, November 3rd, would be suitable for you. Will you please 
let me know so that I can make the necessary arrangements with 
Mr. Matthews for calling the meeting at 2.45 p.m. or 3.00 p.m.

no

Yours faithfully

Dean,
School for Teachers.HB
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My deer Dean Laird,

Lé t me thank yon for your letter of 

The same mall brought me a letter fromOctober 23rd.

Dr. Perdrai in which he says,

"The reception accorded me was excellent 
and the spirit of the staff Is one of co*ope atlo

The methods of teaching are modern, and there 
Is a uniformity of philosophy and psychology that 
Is commendable.*

with regard to your last paragraph, 

the afternoon of Friday, November 3rd, would be as suitable 

as any other time you could name for me to meet the Teachers’ 

Training Committee. I am particularly busy for the ne*t 

two weeks, but we must try to fit it in somehow if the 

meeting Is absolutely necessary.

Tours faithfully.

Principal.I

October 25, 1933.

Dean Sinclair Laird,
School for Teachers, 
Macdonald College, P. Que.
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REPORT ON SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS FOR DECADE
1921 - 1930.

When the McGill Normal School was transferred to
Macdonald College, it was the purpose of the founder and 
benefactor of Macdonald College to advance the cause of education 
through the training of teachers, wo that children might have 
better schools, especially in rural communities.

All Quebec protestant teachers with Kindergarten,
Elementary, and Intermediate diplomas are trained in the School

It is, therefore, highlyfor Teachers, Macdonald College, 
important that the work of the School for Teachers should be
adequate to justify the purposes of the founder, and to satisfy 
the needs of the community.

Number of Teachers Trained.

In the decade, 1921 - 1930, the School for Teachers 
has actually sent out from its walls more than 2,000 teachers with 
diplomas, an average of more than 200 a year, as shown in the 

following table:-



*

TABLE 1.

Diplomas issued trou 1920-21 to 1929-50.

Kindergarten Kindergarten 
As si stant.

Elementary Elementary 
1st Class. Short Course. Director.

Inter-
Year. mediate. TOTAL

15151495911920-21
172625117961921-22
246568291922-23 144
2714479311923-24 153
2653180291924-25 152

2 224162261925-26 133
1 228187311926-27 108
3 223701927-28 119 31

172331928-29 115 3320
149131929-30 100 378

210133161209 227 616 SB

Of the 227 teachers with first class Elementary diplomas, 
163 afterwards succeeded in obtaining Intermediate diplomas. 
However, practically all these students did some teaching in rural 
schools while they possessed an Elementary diploma, and thus 
rendered service to the community as Elementary teachers, 
thus quite fair to include them in the grand total, which is 2101.

It is

(2)
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Origin of Students.

All our students come from the Province of Quebec,
In fact, if they wish to 

become teachers, they must attend Macdonald College to obtain 
Kindergarten, Elementary, and Intermediate diploraas.

It is interesting to note that slightly more than 
fifty per cent of teachers come from the Province of Quebec 
outside the Island of Montreal.

In the last ten years, 55.5 per cent came frora the 
rest of the Province, and 44.5 per cent from the Island of 
Montreal.

and are destined to teach in Quebec.

Improvements.

There have been four notable advances in the education

of future teachers.
1. A higher standard for obtaining a high 

school leaving certificate, or a 
matriculation certificate for admission 
to the Intermediate Class.

2. A higher standard for admission to the 
Elementary Class.
The requirement of a medical certificate 
for admission.

4. The Improvement of the training by the 
addition of courses in primary methods.

1. The school leaving certificate can only be won by
(3)



cent in each subject, and 50 per cent in oleobtaining 50 per
total, instead of 40 per cent, as formerly.

university matriculation certificate requires
60 per cent of the total, and not less than 40 per cent in any

unfortunate that there is this double
some students pass in 

school leaving certificate, and

The

It isone subject, 
standard for the same examination, as 

matriculation, and fail In the 
For the

below 50 per cent, and for

school leaving certificate no-one my come
the matriculation certificate, all must

vice versa.

reach 60 per cent in the average. 
2. Students were formerly admitted to the Elementary

Christinas if they had passed Grade 9, and attended
Mow

Glass before
or taught school until Christmas.

of having passed Grade 10 is
Grade 10 until Christmas, 
the possession of a certificate 
required from all applicants to the Elementary Class.

certificate similar to that required from3. A medical
candidates for the Civil Service or 
from all applicants for admission to courses 
valid in Protestant schools, 
suffering from various disabilities are 
and candidates suffering from ill health, defomities, and

rejected, if their disabilities are such as to

for life insurance is exacted 
leading to diplomas 

In consequence, many students
deterred from, applying;

infirmities are

(4)
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be detrimental to their work as teachers. This medical
requirement has probably reduced the number of students, but 
in the long run will tend to improve the physical fitness of 
teachers, to reduce the necessity and overhead expense of 
providing substitute teachers, and to lengthen the career of 
those ?/ho enter the profession.

This action on the part of the Protestant 
Committee of the Council of Education was drawn by the Pension 
Commission to the attention of the Roman Catholic Committee of 
the Council, The Catholic Committee immediately took steps to 
exact the same requirements for Catholic teachers in the
Province of Quebec.

The Pension Commission hopes that in future it 
will have fewer applications from teachers who desire a pension 
on the ground of illhcalth, and disability, after 20 years 
service.

All of the three improvements, mentioned above, 
naturally affect the attendance whloh has been reduced somewhat 
in recent years, and will continue to remain smaller than usual, 
until school boards recognize the improvement in the teaching 
personnel, and pay salaries high enough to encourage desirable 
candidates to prepare themselves for the profession.

(5)
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4. fourth main improvement has been the organization
of primary methods in charge of one member of the 

instead of having such methods scattered over several
The consequence of this step has been to

Formerly, there

and unification
staff,
courses of lectures# 
alter entirely the attitude of the student body.

tendency to prefer work in the senior departments; now very
definitely determined to devote them-

was a
many student teachers are 
selves to primary teaching, which is of such fundamental importance
for the super-structure afterwards laid by teachers in the upper

grades.
decided improvement, which has been gratefullyThis is a

acknowledged and commended by Superintendents, Inspectors, and

others in touch with school work.

Costs.

It is a fixed policy on the part of the authorities 
responsible for the School for Teachers to appoint only the 
highest type of teacher and instructor, with the necessary special

training, and successful experience.
As in ordinary schools, the high calibre of the staff 

is the determining element in the success of the instruction and 

training.
(6)
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Table 2.

EXPLNniTUKE.TITO CME

Praotloe School 
Salaries & 
Supplies.________

School for Teachers 
Salaries and 
Sunailes»____________

Practice 
School.

Fees & Grants. Fees '-rants.

School for 
Tear end- Teachers, 
in ; Jui?e. TOTALOverhead.TOTAL

54,377

58,613

54,923

57,911

59,070

59,611

63,009

66,547

68,384

72,610

17,511

17,454

15,226

16,037

15,669

15,641

18,303

21,098

20,071

20,941

10,806

14,378

13,297

15,083

15,053

15,730

16,434

17,420

19,261

21,218

25,980

26,801

26,400

26,791

28,346

28,238

28,271

28,027

29,050

30,451

7,774

10,327

12,045

11,950

11,493

11,557

13,166

14,232

14,217

14,225

18,429

21,063

23,080

23,207

12,826

10,655

10,736

11,035

11,257

1,332

1,287

1921

1922

1923

1924

1925

12,845

14,111

30,200

40,002

29,960

1926

1927 945

15,967

25,785

15,735

1928

1929

1930

marked Moverhead” the Bursar includes proportion of cost of 

administration, buildings, maintenance, library and reading roan, gymnasium and grounds, 

light, heat, power and water, etc., etc.,

In connection with expenses, 

item is salaries. There have been no 

itself, but there have been

In the column

supplies have remained fairly constant; the chief 

additions to the staff in the School for Teachers

additional teachers appointed in the practice- school.

H: • Bin : ■
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Tiis Increased costs» therefore, aro âne bo additional ^uciü. 

in the practice school, increased salaries to instructors in 

the School for Teachers, and to teachers in the practice 

school, in accordance with prevailing scales, especially in

Montreal*
Another increased cost has been the increasing

charge for 11 overhead 1 *

18}
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______________________________

NEEDS.

1. The most pressing need is an addition to the practice 

school to afford more satisfactory conditions, particularly 

accommodation for practice teaching, as well as to provide 

room for the increasing number of pupils now at our dis­

posal for this purpose.

Under the present circumstances, the staff are very much 

handicapped with experiments they would like to carry on 

in several directions, for example:-

1. Rural and graded organizations.
2. Experiments in special subjects.
3. Experiments in Individual work.
4. Experiments in rates of promotion.
5. Experiments with objective tests.

2. A summer school for the further training of teachers in 

service, particularly those with Elementary and Intermediate

An enquiry into the ways and means of carrying 

on such a summer school with the co-operation of the 

Department of Education is now being carried on.

3. Higher salaries for the staff of the School for Teachers, 

and the teachers in the practice school.

diplomas.

These will be necessary to retain the efficient members 

of the staff, and to provide for increases of salary 

similar to those granted on the Montreal soûle to teachers

The present lecturers in thein elementary schools.
(9)
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receiving less than they ?/ouldSchool for Teachers are
Principals of :.;lementary schools with the sanereceive as

length of service.
4. A self contained staff.

of the staff of the School for Teachers are

In some cases, the
Some members

services in other schools.giving
arrangeraent is not satisfactory **

» In the case of Art, because of the different 

qualifications required to teach school art, 

household furnishings, and costume design.

two occasions made formal

A

B» Dr.Brunt has on 

application

the School of Agriculture, 
recommend this relief for Dr.Brunt, for the

to be relieved from lecturing in

I am willing to

following reasons:-
He has too much work to do it all 
satisfactorily.

b. There is a sufficient amount of work 
for him in the School for Teachers.

Hore correction of English exercises, 
and more supervision of practice 
teaching could be done by Dr.Brunt if 
his energy were entirely at the disposal 
of the School for Teachers.

d. Should illhealth or temporary sickness 
prevent Dr.Brunt from attending to his 
duties for a short or long period, there 
is no one here to take his place.

a.

c.

UO

SA' feSS
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This situation is generally true in the School for
We have plenty of v/ork for each Instructor, but 

no substitute available for an emergency, such as sickness 
or disability.

Teachers.

(11)
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à MACDONALD COLLEGE
McGILL UNIVERSITY

RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: POST OFFICE:

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE. MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

December 22, 1952.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal.Que,,

Dear Sir Arthur,

At the meeting of the Protestant Central Board of 
Examiners on Tuesday forenoon, December 20th, the new admissions 
were made to the Intermediate and Elementary classes.

i Five women and two men students were admitted to the 
Intermediate Class commencing in January, in order to complete 
their courses, 
the Intermediate Class.

This adds seven to the number of students in

In the Elementary Class sixty-four students were 
admitted, namely, fifty-nine women and five men. 
largest class that has ever been admitted to a short course, 
and perhaps the size is accounted for by the fact that twenty- 
six women were left over from last September, and were refused 
admission last September on account of lack of space, 
class of sixty-four rural teachers is going to be a very hard 
one to handle, especially for practice teaching. It is also 
going to be hard to accommodate in the residence.

This is the

This

Four men and ten women were sent home by me on 
Ijyv°$unt of P°or w°rk in teaching. I may send home some more 

Ae-results of examinations, which however I will not receive 
I from the staff until after the Christmas holidays.

I have already given this information to Mr.Ward 
in connection with the boarding accommodation, but I thought 
I would send it to you also so that you will know the pressure 
being put on the School for Teachers through large applications, 
and admissions, especially in view of a conference between the 
Department and the University authorities.

I have already started a committee to devise 
of improving the practice teaching for these sixty-four 
students in the Elementary Class.

I know we have your sympathy in our problems.

Yours faithfully,

means
new

KC. >ean.
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David Lees, Eaq.,
Memus,
Victoria Place,
Airdrie, Lanarkshire, Scotland,

Dear Mr. Lees,
I have your letter of the 22nd and

note the difficulty you have experienced in securing 
a teaching position. I have not received from Dr. 
Brunt any request for additional staff, hut will 
have pleasure in discussing the matter with him if 
the question is raised, 
before you are congenially placed.

m

I hope it won*t be long

Tours faithfully.

Principal.Vi"

October 1, 1932.

m

-
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March 26, 1932.

MC —
Xj\

,xSir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. Que.,

I am very anxious to attend the Music Supervisors
for which I would have to leaveConference in Cleveland, Ohio

next Friday.
I planed to attend the last one two years ago in 

Chicago, but circumstances prevented me from going.

Mr. Stanton, Supervisor of Music in Montreal is being 
sent by the Montreal Protestant School Board, and Mr. James Small, 
Montreal West, is being sent by Montreal West School Board. I am 
also very anxious to attend as they not only have a rural school 
section, but an Elementary school section, and a National High 
School section, and a National High School Orchestra. Mr. Gustav 
Holst, Mr. Walter Damrosch, Dr.Ernest MacMillan of Toronto and 
others are on the programme.

These conferences are held every second year, and I have
I am anxious to do so as thealways been unable to attend one.

Americans are very much ahead of us in Canada in this subject, and 
I would like to know what we can possibly do to improve our work
here.

If it is more I wouldThe cost would be around $100. 
pay the difference myself, and if it is less of course less will 
be charged.

oI earnestly hope that the University will make it 
possible for me to attend on this occasion as there will not be 
another for, at least, two years.

Dear Sir Arthur,

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

McGILL UNIVERSITY
POST OFFICE:RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: 

STE- ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE. MACDONALD COLLEGE. QUE., CANADA

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS

Yours faithfully,

0

Dean.KC.

r

MACDONALD COLLEGE

ggjJjjS .■■■ ■... ... . /

&

Ü

mmvaa

Vv,..-,
'■*

___________________ _

C

/

<XP
(rc



--- ‘

•"S.

March 29, 1932.

T. Fred Ward, Esq 
Bursar,
Macdonald College, P. Que»

• »

Dear Ur. Ward,

With reference to Dean Sinclair Laird*e 
application for en allowance to assist him in attending the 

L-usic supervisors Conference in Cleveland, Ohio, next month, 
I am agreeable if you can find the money.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.

— mm
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MACDONALD COLLEGE

Railway Stations. Express and Telegraph Offices-.
STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE.

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

POST OFFICE:

Macdonald college. Que.. Canada.

6th June, 1950.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
MONTREAL. Que.,

Dear Sir Arthur,

I enclose herewith a copy of correspondence 
concerning a possible summer school at iacdonald College for the 
benefit of teachers in 1931.

I thought it wise to put in my reply to 
Mr. Heslam some disclaimer of the responsibility for providing funds 
for such a course, and also some warning that a considerable sum would 
be involved, if the school is to be worthwhile. I do not know what 
step should be taken short of an appeal to the Department of Lduoation, 
and'the Protestant Committee, but probably that matter can wait until 
after the Teachers Convention in October, 1930, unless you think it 
would be best to bring it up at the next meeting of the Protestant 
Committee on the last Friday in September.

Yours faithfully,

(d
X'C ,>>v7c^t

ICC. Dean.



6th June, 1950.

. r.Gordon ii.Hcslam,
5449, University Street, 
MCÎÎTiEâL. Que.,
Dear Hr* HesIon,

Your letter addressed to the Registrar 
has been forwarded to ne, and I have sent a copy of it to Hir Arthur 
Currie, with my own comments.

I think it only fair to state that a 
sunmer school will cost a considerable sum of money, and there are 
several conditions which those who ask for the summer school, and those 
who provide it, nuat considerî~

!• The school naturally must be under our auspices, but 
preferably also jointly with the Department of 
E'hieatlon of the Province of Quebec.

£• Funds should be provided for this summer school, and 
in my opinion they should be provided by the Department 
of Education of the Province, or from the Protestant 
8omaittee,s funds.

3. The most suitable time for a summer school would he during 
the weeks that the summer school for rural clergymen is 
held at Macdonald College. This would be the most suitable 
time for providing board and lodging.

4. he staff of ouch a school should be appointed jointly by 
the College, and the Department, if the Department Elects 
the cost of the course.

5. Satisfactory remuneration will have to be provided for 
the Instructors, whether they are members of the College 
staff, or outsiders.

6. Board and lodging should be paid by the students, and 
probably a fee should be charged for each class, or for the 
total course.

7. If arrangements are to be made for 1931, they should be 
commenced early, and, therefore, funds will have to be 
secured early, AS the financial success will be a speculation, 
even if a fee is charged.

8. I understand from those who interviewed me that Primary 
Methods is one of the subjects they wish. I would like to

(1)

_____________

£ v



6th June, 19: 0.

- a* * Grpr on I ■ •He slam »

state, however, that Miss Huasay whom you had In 
mind as a Lecturer will probably be in Treat Britlan 
next summer, as she intends to visit some training 
centres. Probably, therefore, she will not be 
available.

I feel that if this summer school is to be a success, the first 
thin,* to do is to arrange for its financial support, and then choose 
the subjects, and Lecturers who would be most favoured by teachers.

I also think the school should be a serious endeavour, and not 
a mere holiday in congenial surroundings.

I am also sending a copy of this letter to bir Arthur Currie.

Yours faithfully,

u
1 /

Dean.KG.

'bi M

_____ _________________________________________________________________



Copy of a letter from

Provincial Association of Protestant

Teachers of uebec,

5449, University St., 
ontreal.lue.,

ay 50th, 1930.

The egistrar, 
Macdonald College, 
hue.,

Dear Sir,

I am instructed by the Executive Committee of 
the Provincial Association of Protestant Teachers of >uebec to forward 
to you the following resolution which was passed at the ; 'ay Meeting.

"It is resolved that the Executive Committee f the 
Provincial Association of Protestant Teachers of Quebec approach the 
proper authorities with a view to securing a Sumner School^ at 
Macdonald College to be held in the summer of 1931".

Mr.J.Gr.Samson, Convener of the Status of 
Teachers Committee of he .A.P.T. has already approached the authorities 
and has discussed with them the nature of the course which is desired 
by the teachers of the Province.

Yours very truly,

(Sgd) Gordon i . slam.

Corr-Sec. P. ~.P.T.

/;,j

___________ ■



Dear Dean Laird,

I have your letter of
yesterday to which was attached correspondence with 
2lr* Gordon Heslirn,

I fully agroe with your 
While I believe a Summer School wouldreply to him* 

be useful, I regret to say that this University has 
no funds for such a purpose. We shall be pleased 
to co-operate in any way we oan, othor than bearing any 
portion of the oost.

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal.

Juno 7 th, 19 JO .

Dean Si clair Laird, 
llaodonald College, P, Q.

«

__________________________________________________
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MACDONALD COLLEGE

McGILL UNIVERSITY
RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: POST OFFICE:

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE. MACDONALD COLLEGE. QUE., CANADA
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Confidential* June 3, 1932.

Mrs. D.MoMurray, 
Secretary to Principal, 
McGill University,
Montreal.Que.,

Dear Mrs. MoMurray,

I received your confidential letter of June 2, and 

have shown it to Miss Philp.

Miss Philp and I will print our programme in such a 

way that Sir Arthur Currie will not he required to do anything

He will not be expected to make any address 

or any remarks ; that part of the usual programme will be 

eliminated.

except preside.

We shall be delighted, however, if Sir Arthur is able 

to come to the closings, and preside, as usual.

Yours faithfully,

v 0[/7^ei-

KC. Dean.



»

,V.V-À-

Jano 2nd, 1932,

„ -- - V

Doan Sinclair Lti rd, 
Macdonald College, P.Q* Confidential

Dear Dean Laird,

I am writing to aay that fir Arthur

is not very vm 11. There 1b nothing wrong, except

that ho io tired out with the strain of the past

two months and whan he saw his doctor Soday he in-

slated upon a cancellation of all engagements for

I knowpublic functions for the month of June*

that he intends to come to Macdonald for the closing, 

but this is to ask you to make it aa easy for liin 

as possible and not to call upon him to speak at all* 

He does not want anything made of this, ne he is not

But he will not let up, until the doctorreally ill.

ineiste.

Ever yours faithfully,

Secretary to the Principal. 

Will you please share this letter with Miss Philp.

8KI



MACDONALD COLLEGE
Railway Stations. Express and Telegraph Offices:

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE.
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN POST OFFICE:

Macdonald College. Que.. Canada.

1st June, 1951.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. Que.,

$

Dear Sir Arthur,

I am writing to inform you that the Closing Exercises 

of che School for Teachers will take place on Thursday afternoon, 

June 11th, at 2.45 p.m. in the College Assembly Hall.

I am relying upon you to preside, and to make some remarks.
IUir As usual,.

Dr.Percival has consented to give the main address, 

after the presentation of diplomas. As this is his first appear­

ance at the end of the term, he will have a little more latitude on

this occasion.

I am now feeling much better, and have been allowed up. 

The Doctors assure me that I shall be able to be at the Central 

Board meeting, and the Closing Exercises, but unfortunately I shall 

be unable to go to Quebec this week for the various sub-committee 

meetings, and the meeting of the Protestant Committee.

Yours faithfully,

?

r.

ft

Ü n
x;

ICC. Dean.

E>.
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June 1, 1931,

Dean Sinclair Laird, 
Macdonald College, P. I»

My dear Dean,

Thank you for your note of yesterday, 
which contain» the welsorao news that you are feeling 
much better*

Certainly I shall go to the Closing 
Exercises of the School for Teachers on June 11th.

Yours faithfully.

4
Principal,

P.S. I am sorry I have not seen anything to 
intimate that you have drawn a winner 
In the Calcutta Sweep,

_____________■

is;IB

Sill



MACDONALD COLLEGE
Railway Stations. Express and Telegraph Offices.-

BTE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE.
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
'OFFICE OF THE DEAN

POST OFFICE:

Macdonald College. Que.. Canada.

16th December, 19<c9.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Mont real.
Dear Sir Arthur,

The Closing Exercises of the Elementary 
Class will be held in the Women’s residence on Thursday, December 19th, 
at 2.45pm. Dr. Parmelee has consented to present the diplomas, 
we are looking forward to your presenting the prizes, 
been fixed so that you yourself, and others who are coming from 
Montreal,may take the 1.50pm train, and after the arrival of the train 
in St. Annes have time to attend the meeting.

and
The time has

As i said before it will be held very 
informally in the Women’s residence, probably in the piano alcove, 
beside the reception room. The students wish to sing some carols 
before bhey go, and tea will be provided under the auspices of the 
Macdonald Women’s Union in the reception 
be very informal and simple; we are not wearing gowns and hoods; and 
there will be no speeches, except perhaps my own very brief report.

The whole affair willroom.

I shall be glad to see you in my Office
on the arrival of the train.

Yours faithfully,

'Of.

-/ -

KC. Dean./

<5*' x

IV



MACDONALD COLLEGE
Railway Stations. Express and Telegraph Offices:

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.ECHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
s OFFICE OF THE DEAN

POST OFFICE:

Macdonald College. Que.. Canada.

2nd December, 1929.

V.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal.
Dear Sir Arthur 9

I regret very much that there was
the date of the Closing exercises for

My letter read

an

error in my letter regarding 

the Elementary 
"Friday, December 19th”.

Class in the School for Teachers.
It should read "Thursday, December 19th".

I would be obliged if you would make a note
delighted to know thatof this corrected date, and I assure you we are 

you will see your way to be present.
Yours faithfully,

Dean.KC.



Hovember 29th, 1929.

Dean 5 . Laird., 
KaoDonald College.

Dear Dean Laird,

I have your letter of the 
twenty-eighth rith reference te the function 
to he held in the -omen's Residence at KaoDonald 
College on the afternoon of "Friday, Deoeiaber 19th".

I shall he pleased to attend, hut if a speech of any length is required, please 
make arrangements with somebody else to give it.

Ever yours faithfully.

Principal.

P.S. ill you kindly let me know whether this 
function is to be held on Thursday, December 
19th, or on Friday, December 20th?
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4 MACDONALD COLLEGE
Railway stations, Express and Telegraph Offices:

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE.
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

POST OFFICE:

Macdonald College. Que.. Canada.

28th November, 1929.

Principal Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

We are arranging to have the distribution

of prizes and diplomas for the Elementary class on Friday afternoon

This year we propose to haveDecember 19th, at 2.30 or 2.45 pm.

informal distribution in the Women’s residence in the receptionan

room or the piano alcove, with tea for the students, staff, and 

the few relatives of students who will come, in the reception room 

I am writing to ask if you will be able to attend, 

and preside at this rather informal function, 

necessary to make a long speech, and if you will even consent to 

congratulate the students, and distribute the prizes, we shall be 

very pleased, indeed.

I■ afterwards.
.

It will not be
‘tv.-:

1

6

I hope your health will be sufficiently 

recovered to enable you to honour us with your presence on that 

occasion.

!ft;
»
K

Yours faithfully,
■ 0

rV/v^z>'”rVth/vvC/
0

tv
KC Dean.

£-

Ï
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MACDONALD COLLEGE
Railway Stations, Express and Telegraph Offices: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

POST OFFICE:
Macdonald College, Que., Canada

May 14, 1928.
X' ■

§

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal, Que.

Dear dir Arthur:

I received your letter of May 10th telling 
me that you would be unable to attend any ceremonies 
in the month of June. I am writ ing at once to say how 
sorry I am that you will not be able to attend and 
also how much more sorry I am for the cause which has 
led your medical advisers to suggest that you should 
drop all work because of your physical condition.

I sincerely trust that you will have a long 
and refreshing holiday and that your health will be 
completely restored.

ï

We shall do our best to carry on the various 
functions to your satisfaction and I presume that in 
the absence of any instruction from you I shall preside 
myself at our Closing Exercises.

With best wishes for a good rest and complete
recovery, I am,'

Yours faithfully,

L

B. Dean.



SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

MACDONALD COLLEGE
Railway stations, Express and Telegraph Offices:

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE.

POST OFFICE:

Macdonald college. Que.. Canada.

5th May, 1950.

ICC. Dean.

;
firrTtL

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Mont real.

Dear Sir Arthur,

I am merely writing to remind you that the

School for Teachers Closing Exercises will take place on Thursday

I am hoping that you will see your way toafternoon, June 5th. 

preside, and to make some remarks to the students.

You will remember that I have already asked 

Principal Smythe to address the students after the presentation of 

prizes.

This letter will serve to remind you of the 

date, which I trust you will keep free for us, if it is at all possible.

Yours faithfully,

ifâl•L

&Hi



ÿ.-îf'ft

Kay 8th, 1930.

ÏÏDean Sinclair Laird, 
lïacdonald College.

Dear Dean Laird,

I
MI have your letter of tho 

oon Hay reminding me of tho Closing Exercises 
of to Johool for Teachers on Thursday afternoon, 
June 5th* I have made a note of the date and 
hope to be able to cone#

Tours faithfully.

Principal*

f :>S: fe :À
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/nier-department Correspondence

Jggjgà From

The Principal and Vice-Chancellor,

McGill University,

Montreal.m^t'LIao*W/

Principal and Vice-Chancellor ;
Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. June 2| 1953•

Dean Sinclair Laird, 
Macdonald College P*0 P. Q.* »

Dear Dean Laird,

The Principal asks me to aay that

he will be present at the Closing Exercises on Thursday,

June 8th. It is doubtful whether Lady Currie will

accompany him.

Yours faithfully,

Secretary to the Principal



MACDONALD COLLEGE
Railway Stations. Express and Telegraph Offices:

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE.
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

POST OFFICE:

Macdonald College. Que.. Canada.

10th January, 1950.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

I regretted very much to be obliged to 
carry on with my work in practice teachin in Montreal yesterday, 
and, therefore, misse" seeing you.

, All our Intermediate students are doing
a week#practice teaching, 57 of them in Montreal, in about 14 

The work is so important that all the members of the 
staff who criticise teaching are visiting schools in Montreal to 
help and criticise the work done by students, man;' of them being 
in full charge of classes.

If you wish, however, I shall be very 
glad to come to your Office any time next week, except Monday 
afternoon. I shall be at McGill University in any case on Friday 
afternoon in order to lecture to the fourth year students in 
2nd terra, in place of Professor Clarke, who is going to hospital.

schools.

Should you, therefore, desire to see 
or at an early date, I shall be glad to come to Montrealme then, 

and see you.

Yours faithfully,

V

a
KC. Dean.



f:

j^C^UAJKl

MACDONALD COLLEGE
Railway Stations, Express and Telegraph Offices: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

POST OFFICE:
Macdonald College, Que., Canada

Oct. 18, 1927.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal, cue.

Pear Sir Arthur :

I understand that Mr. Alfred tioyes, the poet,

is to oe in Montreal next week and will be visiting

Is there any chance of having himMcGill University, 

visit Macdonald college and speak to our students? We

far away from the usual route and miss a great many

some day, I would

are

opportunities, of meeting famous, men. 

like to have an opportunity of discussing with you some 

means of ameliorating this condition, out meantime I am 

writing to suggest that it would be a great favour it 

some means could oe found to have mr. iüoyes visit the

College.

Yours faithfully, S

IP
'Tvv'0 :.3

■

3. Pean.
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& JOctober 19thf 1927.

Doan Sinclair Laird, 
Macdonald College, 'ne.

Dear Dean Laird: -

I beg to acknowledge your letter of October 18th with reference to the 
visit of Mr. Alfred IToyes.

I shall try to makesatisfactory arrangements regarding a visit to 
Macdonald College.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.



MACDONALD COLLEGE

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

POST OFFICE:

Macdonald College, Que.. Canada.

Railway Stations, Express and Telegraph Offices:

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal, Q,ue.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I understood from Dean Barton that you wished to 
see me before I went West on my tour. I called at your office 
on Saturday morning, July 13th, either to see you or to make 
arrangements for an interview. I also arranged with Colonel 
Bovey to make arrangements and Mrs. Chesley was to telephone 
me this week. However, on telephoning again today, I find that 
it may not be possible for me to see you before leaving on 
Sunday, July 21st, and I am therefore giving you same infoimat- 
ion regarding our difficulties arising out of the tragedy whereby 
Miss Mabel D. Price, Lecturer in History & Geography, lost her 
life by drowning on June 23rd.

Miss Price was almost irreplaceable because of her know­
ledge and skill. She was one of the most efficient instructors 
for her position that we could possibly have found and I was very 
proud of her success both in her work and with her colleagues 
and students.

As you know, contracts cannot be broken after June 1st 
and therefore I am in a very difficult position. Several of 
those to whom I have spoken and who might have been free are 
either unwilling to tackle the work or could not find their re­
lease from their engagements.

Secondly, Dr. Gammell who,I thoughttmight be ableto 
help out during his first year of retirement, would lose his pen­
sion if he undertook our work, and besides he is going for a tour 
of the west and will not return until the end of September. I 
fear, therefore, that temporary filling of the position for next 
year is out of the question.

Another arrangement that might have been possible cannot 
be worked out. I have also had an application from a former 
Ontario teacher now studying at Columbia University but she is not 
qualified for all the subjects we are requiring.

>4!

July 18, 1929.

m

1

: >



-2-

Another "teacher who could do at least three quarters 
of the work next year, Miss Jessie Norris, Apt. 6, 6004 Sherbrooke 
ox;., V/., Montreal, is a teacher in Montreal West and on that 
account is entitled, after every ten years of service, to one 
v60.x o led.\fQ oi absence. oh 6 could probably take hep veapT s leave 
of absence but her present salary is greater than the increased 
o alar y we were to pay the late Miss Price for next year, whose 
kjala x y would hav e ce en <^1,900. Miss h orris is at present re­
ceiving 5p2,150 and would have to be paid even more*at Macdonald 
college. Besides she would like 
1st • u, ov/V some information before August

<2?>
f Nave also oeen in communication with Dr. Ih.rm.elee 

ano. have likewise seen him personally in Quebec. We have can­
vassed the whole situation and believe that we may have to pursuade 
three or perhaps four of our present staff members to undertake 
®A1Jia work in subjects which are not their own so as to carry on 
for next year. Dr* Parmelee is willing to countenance such an 
airangement in view of the emergency and to avoid a hasty appoint­
ment with the risk of a misfit. Should we decide finally to call 
upon extra efforts from other members of the staff, I would 
feqnire authority to offer them seme extra honorarium or bonus 
for the next session but would, of course, not do so without 
oeexiig you ana discussing the matter thoroughly before taking 
this action.

f~iese facts are presented for your information and 
consmeration so that ± may have an opportunity of discussing 
them with you either now or in the middle of August. At present 
i am ai, my wits end, but feel sure you will grant every consider­
ation to our difficulty that is in your power.

Q, Trusting that you will have a pleasant holiday in
^trathroy, I am,

Yours faithfully,

\ A
'

OsvSV

B. Dean.



MACDONALD COLLEGE
Railway Stations, Express and Telegraph Offices: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

POST OFFICE:

Macdonald College, Que.. Canada.

July 18, 1929.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, -McGill University, 
Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I am enclosing a copy of a 

letter I am sending to Dr. Parmelee with regard to 

the difficulties in which I am placed for next year.

The letter, I think, explains

itself.

Yours faithfully,

V/Wflt
v

Dean.B.

■
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®* Others Hoy have arranged to toaoh the first t
and are oxpeotinc a teacher to obtain a diplein at Ohristnao to
rcplnoe t! ori after Q rlsrta us*

• 1 for the first tem o-:r>octatioB
or oontiuuinc their education after school without a break and of 

c-ao’ inc iluriiv; the oeo nd ten •

3. Perhaps the rnsibor of those who desire to talce the first course 
is too créât to refuse then adnisslon to that course an to coripel 
ti 102,1 to join the second*

Portzaps the mr :atia the second. ahcect course
iu too great to allow the olemntary students to be handled In me 
coarse this -/oast*

Par

If .
lliere is, however, a on r ation which 1 aa suHalttin> to you not 
in the fhape of a reoo mentation but 'loiely as a ;rg nation.

iC vhe trajî© dr m ing of ÎÜ33 Price in
ton the apparent utter fcapooaibility of obtainin'’ 

satisfactory replace ent far next year, night îir.’œ the Board on-

UP^oaoocisd short course elc ont ry ohasa and tint for 
no rfe Y®** c:\c; first short course nirfit be abandoned for

I !mow there are numerous objections to this
mo year*

pro­cedure.

3
'V . • luroeloo,
Beparteacnt of dducation, 
no bee, : . ue#

July 18, lCvdO.

______________________________________ ____
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6* Perhaps tM i would bo a bad precedent for future years*

7 •
for ^rado 10 in Juno and tlio second sherfe course night cause a loss 
of candidates who woud t>refer to take Grade 11 at school and we 
nl(jbt lose then for the cimentary class tMeyoar the gh possibly 
v/o ni'ht call- then for the intornodiato class next year*

8* li: ithor tho i3oar-.l nor the 0- liege would wish to to anything tl ioh 
would reduce through this action the number of teachers available 
for our rural schools* It mist, of course, be the 
of the . -O'irde

21c advantages, however, would bo:

If the number of candidates is s all, m nit ht conveniently idc e 
then altogether, o* last year’s class could : 'Oint of via?
have been liandled oconœiioally in this naroier although I knot; that

t the standard the candidates who nomxlly would 
ir are likely to be candid rbes th! s year*

1.
through the raioi; e 
liave boon here last y

orb course v: ;uld set tlx? staff free
vis you !cmw,

2. 'The relief fro:., our Hint
for the first tern to take the history and. geography, 
their hours are very completely filled up at present but this act!en 
would set bhe cleoostary class periods free ant- waul d enable one or 

of than to ta :e tlio extra work in his ary oik geography*more
3. 11*03?o ,1.. a possibility d at we ul ■* t use the elementary class
periods for practice teaching in tlio Hi ;h School _fbr more intensive 

toad mediate class bed....’. -v;*

I !mow that there is little time loft far consulting 
as ny absence on the tour "Across Canada and fade** July 22nd to a- gust 
13th prevents nc fieri being present at the Board Moot ins* *^d yo; rSR? js&iW&ss r»ssaÆrs?52 sks
Goar, of Jsanirars a rather booty ono perhaps, but I on pusring up 
t! is oug 'Osticm for your earnest ea>isideration ii- '?*■ of t is rc~

.
July 21st, and'can be reached by telephone or telegrtiU far any 
further infometion* At present 1 uzi at ny wits oik ; •"> c?h
know that I would have eveiy support at the University for temporary

■), I f any*

viny other info ma''Ion. can be gat after July Cist fro: i 
T*r* Locîi :irt w! will be fit the Cello. - outil .:xj i bum fr - viotoii :•

Your.-, faithfully,

«.an*B*



Nova Scotia Announces That 
Teachers Need Have Uni­

versity Course Only

Halifax, September 20.—A state­
ment was issued Saturday from the 
Department of Education, under 
the newly-appointed superintendent, 
Dr. Henry F. Munro, announcing that 
graduates of Nova Scotia universities 
desiring to take up the teaching pro­
fession will not be required to take 
a course at normal college. The three 
y ova. Scotia universities, Acadia, St. 
Francois Xavier and Dalhousie- 
Kijigs, have agreed to the proposals 
of the education office whereby, lor 
the benefits accruing to their stu­
dents to receive direct from the edu­
cation office their license for teach­
ing, the colleges will establish de­
partments of education, and certain 

I assistance, both academic and finan-, 
I Via U will be given from the de pa ^ 
ment of education. The stateme\l 
announced that the arrangement d \1 
not affect the status of the norrm.'l 
college, excepting that the graduate.! 
of the three universities will nol 
longer be required to attend that in­
stitution.

Dr. Munro said the new arrange­
ment was the result of efforts to­
ward solving the two chief education 
problems in Nova Scotia, arising “at 
both ends of the system,” namely, 
tbe ungT- ded rural schools, which in

R many parts of the province hWve fail­
ed to hold their own amid changing 

I economic conditions, and the univers- 
N ities, which in. the past have been 
I little identified with the public 
I ichoolrooms m Nov: -■ '-■mi;:..
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