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PREFACE 

Environmental issues are at forefront of the international 
agenda. Every month, new and important declarations and 
agreements are reached in international bodies, dealing with 
environmental issues. Keeping up with the pace of international 
environmental diplomacy is a challenging task. 

- 
In August 1990, we released'otir first reference book of 

environmental declarations and agreements entitled "The 
International Environment". The response to this inititiative 
was so positive that we have decided to bring out a second 
volume, covering new declarations and agreements reached in the 
past twelve months. The following volume is not intended to be 
exhaustive or definitive. However, we hope that both students 
and pratictioners of environmental diplomacy will find it a 
useful reference guide. 
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October 16, 1990 
- 	 Bangkok, Thailand 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
Ministerial Delaration (ESCAP) 
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Annex II  

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND AND 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

1. We, the Ministers of the ESCAP region, representing more than half 

of the global population, met at Bangkok from 15 to 16 October 1990 at-the 

Ministerial-level Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the 

Pacific; 

2. Recalling resolution 267 (XLIV) of the United Nations Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific adopted at Jakarta in 1988 and 

the United Nations Development Programme Governing Council decision 90/20 

adopted at its 38th meeting in 1990; 

3. Recalling also the United Nations General Assembly resolution 44/228 

on the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, to be held 

in 1992, and recognizing the importance accorded to regional inputs tt] that 

Conference; 

4. Deeply concerned about the threat to environmentally sound and 

sustainable development due to environmental degradation and the depletion 

of natural resources in the ESCAP region and other adverse conditions, as 

highlighted in the report on the state of the environment for Asia and the 

Pacific 1990, such as forest destruction, desertification, watershed 

degradation, 	soil erosion, waterlogging and salinization, flooding, 

destruction of mangroves and corals, loss of biological diversity and 

pollution of air and water, as well as the ozone layer depletion and the 

potential rise in the sea level and other expected-impacts of climate change 

associated with the emission of greenhouse gases; 

5. Reiterating that poverty, human health, population pressure and 

environmental degradation are closely- interrelated and chat environmental 

protection in the developing countries of the region must, in this context,. 

be viewed as an integral part of the development process and cannot be 

considered in isolation from it; 

6. Affirming that the major cause of the continuing deterioration of 

the global environment is the unsustainable pattern of production and 
I 

consumption, 	particularly in industrialized countries, and that the 

responsibility for containing, reducing and eliminating environmental damage 

must be borne by the countries causing such damage and must be in relation 



to the damage caused and in accordance with their respective capabilities

and responsibilities;

7. Recognizing the urgent need for all countries to intensify efforts

to protect and improve the quality of the environment at national,

subregional, regional and global levels, wherever relevant, by adopting an

approach in which economic-growth should be directed towards environmentally

sound and sustainable development;

8. Recognizing further that the developing countries have specific

concerns and needs which should be given special attention in any global

effort for-the protection of the environment;

9. Acknowledging the need to address the special environmental problems

of small island developing countries of the region;

10. Stressing that the current international economic situation should

be improved in order to remove obstacles hampering environmentally sound and

sustainable development, particularly in the developing countries, with

special attention to the least developed countries of the region;

11. Realizing that the majority of the developing countries in the

region lack the necessary financial and other resources and technologies for

them to participate effectively in the global and regional efforts for

environmental protection;

12. Recognizing further the diverse economic conditions and corisequently,

the varying technological, financial and other capabilities of the countries

in the region, and the opportunities arising therefrom for strengthening

regional co-operation to achieve environmentally sound and sustain,able

development;

13.

(m)

Reaffirming the objectives in the operative paragraphs 15 (j) and

of part I of the United Nations General Assembly resolution 44/228 on

the need for new and additional financial resources and on favourable access

to, and transfer of, environmentally sound technologies, in particular to

the developing countries, for achieving environmentally sound and

sustainable deVelopment;
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We, the Ministers:

14.' Commit ourselves to adopt an integrated approach to environment and

development, and wherever possible and in accordance with our priorities and

capabilities to incorporate environmental considerations into economic

planning with a view to effecting the co-ordinated development of our

economies and environment;

15. Believe that all economic and social development activities should

meet the needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of

future generations to meet their own needs;

16. Affirm the crucial importance of maintaining the proper balance

between economic development, population growth, the rational use of natural

resources and environmental protection;

17. Urge countries in the region to adopt effective and sound population

policies and accompanying measures for that purpose;

18. Affirm that States have the sovereign right to exploit their own

resources pursuant to their social, economic and environmental policies,

ensuring that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause

damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of

national jurisdiction;

19. Believe that, to achieve sustainable development, policies must be

based on the precautionary principle;

20. Affirm the important role of science and technology in economic

development, environmental ,protection, promotion of human health and

population planning, especially the popularization and wider use of related

science and technologies, in particular in the rural areas in the developing

countries, in achieving this goal;

21. Emphasize the need for all countries and relevant international

agencies to intensify their co-operation to support and assist the

developing countries of the region in such efforts;

22. Welcome and pledge our full support for the United Nations

Conference on Environment and Development to be held in Brazil in 1992 and

cai: fO: me3sL•:e5 tc ensure trie full and active participation of ESCAp

memoers and associate members in the preparatory process for the Conference,

in particular the developing countries;



23. Recognize that adequate resources will be needed for the

impleméntation of activities agreed to in this Declaration, and urge all

donor Governments and agencies to make appropriate voluntary contributions

so that actions identified can be implemented;

24. Welcome the important ongoing work of ESCAP on the elaboration of a

regional strategy on envi roniaentally sound and sustainable development by

taking into consideration existing subregional and national strategies and

call for its early completion;

25. Request the ESCAP secretariat to convene meeting(s) of representa-

tives of members and associate members of the Commission before the second

meeting of Preparatory Committee of the 1992 Conference to follow up our

decisions, particularly to elaborate a regional strategy on environmentally

sound and sustainable development and to continue preparation of the

regional contribution to the United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development;

26. Request also the Executive Secretary of ESCAP, in consultation with

representatives from the relevant United Nations agencies and bodies,

multilateral funding organizations and Governments to find ways and means to

enhance the effectiveness of co-operation and co-ordination in the

development and implementation of regional environment and development

activities as envisaged by this Declaration;

27. Affirm the right of individuals and non-governmental organizations

to be informed of environmental problems relevant to them, to have the

necessary access to information, and to participate in the formulation and

implementation of decisions likely to affect their environment;

28. Recommend the strengthening of the environment related activitiés of

non-governmental organizations, the promotion of public awareness and

people's participation in environmental protection and management activities

and in this context welcome all United Nations initiatives which seek to

assist media, non-governmental organization and community groups targeting

the poor;

29. Reaffirm the necessity to promote environmental educat•ion, especially

of the younger generations, as well as othér measures to increase awareness

of the value of the environment;

30. Welcome and encourage the efforts to establish research, training,

policy and other institutes/centres dealing with environment and development
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activities, with a view to promoting exchange of information, technical 

assistance and regional co-operation for activities relevant to environ-

mentally sound and sustainable development, and agree that ESCAP should play 

an important role in promoting the formulation of a regional network of such 

institutes/centres; 

31. Welcome the participation of the Asia-Pacific UNDID regional resident 

representatives at this Conference which will enable them better tO assist 

in the effective follow-up activities; 

32. Further request the Executive Secretary of ESCAP to keep the progress 

of implementation of this Declaration under review and report to the annual 

sessions of the Commission. 



2 
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October 23, 1990
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago
Ministerial Statement and Accord



UNITED
NATIONS

General Assembly Distr.

GENERAL

A/C.2/45/12
28 November 1990

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Forty-fifth session

SECOND COMMITTEE
Agenda items 79, 80 and 81

DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

PROTECTION OF GLOBAL CLIMATE FOR PRESENT AND

FUTURE GENERATIONS OF MANKIND

Letter dated 14 November 1990 from the Permanent Representative
of Trinidad and Tobago to the United Nations addressed to the

Secretary-General

On instructions from my capital I have the honour to submit the attached

documents entitled:

(i) A Call to Action: 'Communiqué from the Seventh Ministerial Meeting on the

Environment in Latin America and the Caribbean (see annex I);

(ii) The Port-of-Spain Accord on the Management and Conservation of the

Caribbean Environment (see annex II).

I should be grateful if this.letter and its attachments could be circulated as

official documents of the General Assembly under agenda items 79, 80 and 81.

(Signed) Marjorie THORPE

Ambassador'

Permanent Representative

90-32976 2003c (,E)



à/C.2/45/12 

English 
Page 2 

ANNEX I 

A CALL TO ACTION 

COMMUNIQUE FROM THE SEVENTH MINISTERIAL MEETING ON 
THE ENVIRONMENT IN LATIN  AMER 14  AND THE CARIBBEAN 
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The Ministers and Representatives of countries participating in the 
VII Ministerial meeting on the Environment in Latin America and the 
Caribbean held in Port-of-Spain, 22-23 October, 1990, decided to 
conclude their deliberations with 

A CALL TO ACTION 

1 The VII Ministerial Meeting reaffirms the Declaration of Brasilia 
and reiterates the conviction that an adequate response to 
environmental challenges requires an unprecedented level  of 
cooperation among countries and between regions of the world. 
Towards this end, and in, the context of the Declaration of Brasilia, the 
countries participating in this Meeting approved an Action Plan for The 
Environment in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

2 The Plan contains programmes aimed at arresting deterioration id 
the physical environment, recovering and rehabilitating natural 
resources. It is also a framework for discharging regional obligations, 
as part of global resolve and effort, to stabilize the ecological systems 
of Planet Earth and to minimize the disequilibria caused by the manner 
in which humanity discharges its responsibility with respect to the 
Earth's resources, which it holds in trust. 

3 The Meeting considered that, given the complex inter-relationship 
between society and nature and the inseparable linkage between 
environment and development, the tasks and their respective objectives 
can only be undertaken and achieved throuch enlightened attitudes and 
dedicated efforts on the part of all sectors within any community. 
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4The Meeting recognized the strong inter-relationship that exists
between environmental concerns and the development model that
prevails in the world, and of the possible impacts of global
environmental negotiations on the political and economic reality of the
region.

5 The Meeting noted that recognition of mutual vulnerability to
impacts of global changes has led to a number of important
conventions, protocols, treaties, memoranda, agreements among
varying groups of countries, each instrument setting out a normative
framework bascd on the broad philosophical, political and practical
concerns which underpin any issue. Although the Action Plan for the
Environment for Latin.America and the Caribbean takes its place
among these, in essence, it represents a call to regional unity and action.

6 The Ministers expressed concern for the approach and treatment of
the developed countries rcgarding environmental topics, which results
in new conditionalities for development financing.

/ One concern of Ministers attending this Meeting is the need to apply
the principles of equity and social justice in the enjoyment of the
product of the earth's resources. 3

S The Ministers consider the Action Plan which they have adopted at
this Meeting to be a major mechanism for the preparation and
presentation of the views and positions of this region at the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development, scheduled for
Junc 1992 in Brazil.

/...
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9 On the buLit vf thc abron cnruidçrations, Ministers attending this 
VII MiniEterikil Mr.e.ring on the Enviruilwruit ;I% Latin Amktrica 2nd the. 
Caribbean issue this 

Call to Action 

We commit ourselves to promote the Plan al the highest 
possible level, 4ud to establish arnngenicnts for extensive 
ooncultntnn 	nI WiriC5Drege Participation among our 
people; 

We reaffirm our commitment to hemispheric solidarity, to 
the regional cooperation system and the promotion of the 
Action Plan for the Environment in Latin America and the 
Caribbean as an important instrument for strenghtening 
such cooperation; 

We accept the Action Plan as a strptegic document which 
must bc a critical input into the rcgional preparatory 
arrangements leading to the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development, Brazil 1992; 

We urge the international community, particularly the 
developed countries and the multilateral and bilateral 
financial and technical assistance institutions, to recognise 
that the Action Plan ,represents a framework for 
environmental management in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and that the programmes, projects and 
activities developed from it reflect the will of the  countries 
of the region; 

Port of Spain,Trinidad and Tobago 
October 23, 1990 

/... 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
Henderson Simon 
Minister in the Ministry of Finance 
ministry of Economic 
Development, Planning cfc Energy 

ECUADOR 
Carlos Luzuriaga 
Vice-Ministro  de  Media Ambicnte 
Ministerio de Encrgfa y Minas 

PARAGUAY 
Victor  César  Vidal 
Subsecretario de Estado dc Recursos 
Natu raies y Media An:bier:lc 
Ministcrio ,de Agriculture y Ganaderia 

ARGENTINA 
Alberta Barbu la 
Presidente (Subsecrctario de 
Estado) 
Comisidn Nacional de PoUticu 
Ambiental 

SAHAMAs 
Glenn Livingston Archer 
Director, Department of 
Environment Health 
Ministry of Health 

.BARBADOS 
N. K. Simmons 
Minister of Environment 
Ministry of Employment r  Labour, 
Relations and Community 
Development 

BELIZE 
Victor Gonzalez 
Chief Environment Officer 
Ministry of Tourism and the 
Environment 

_BRAZIL 
Jose Antonio Lutzenberger 
Secretary 
Secretary for the Environment 
Priesidcitcy of the Republic 

DOMINICA 
Eliud T. Williams 
Fern:anent Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture 

CHILE 
Luis Alvarado 
Ministro 
Ministeria de Mena Nacionàles 

CUBA 
Helemo Ferrer Gracia 
Viccpresidente 
Comisidn National de Proteccidn 
del Medio Ambiente y 
Conservacidn de los IZccursas 
Naturales (C0.1ifARNA) 

GRENADA 
Kenny Lalsingh 
Minister 
hfinistry of Health, Environment, 
Community Development and • 
Co-opera::ves 

GUATEMALA 
Germiin  I. Rocirfguez Arena 
Director de Educacidn Anibiental 
Comisidn iVacional del Media  
Anibielite 
Presidencia de la Reptiblica 

GUYANA 
Walter A. Chin 
Head 
Guyana A_gency for nealth 
Sciences Education, Environntent 
and Food Policy 

HAIT!  
Jean-Louis André 
Ministre 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, des 
Resources Naturelles et du 
Development Rural 

JAMAICA 
John Iunor 
Minister of State 
hfinistry of Development . 

 Planning and Production 

MEXICO 
Sergio Reyes 
Subsecretario de Ecologia 
Secretarfa de Desarrollo Urbana y 
Ecologia 

NICARAGUA 
latine  lacer 
Ministro-Director 
Institute; Nicaragilense  de 
.Recursos Naturales y el Ambiente 
(IRENA) 

PANAMA. 
Juan Alberta Manella 
Secretario Ejecutivo 
Comisidn Nacional del hfedio 
Ambler:le 

PERU 
Au: ara Zavaleta 
Iefe 
Oficina ,Vircional de Evahiacidn dc 
Recursos Naturales (ONERN) 
Institute,  National de Planifieucidn 

S7:  LUCIA 
Naresh Sine 
EXCCUtive Director 
Ministry of Health, Labour, 
Information and Broadcasting 

ST VINCENT AND THE 
GRENADINES 
Alpian Rudolph A. Otway 
Parliamentary Secretary 

 Ministry of Health and 
Environment 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
Lincoln Myers 
Minister 
Ministry of Environment and 
National Service 

URUGUAY 
Rain Logo 
Ministro 
Ministerio de Vivienda, 
Ordenaniiento Territorial y Media  
Anibiente 

VENEZUELA 
Enrique Colmenares 
Ministro 
Ministerio del Ambiente y de los 
Recursos Naturales Renovdbles 

1... 
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The Port of Spain Accord.
on the Management and Conservation
of the Caribbean Environment

Issued by
The F.rst CARICOM vlinisterial Conferznce on the E.zvironment

Por: of Soain. Trinidad and Tobago
31 )v1ay-2 June 1989

We. Ministers of the Caribbean Community with n;-
sponsibility for Pstvirenmencal.vIatters, metin Confer-
ence in Port of Spain. Trinidad and Tobago, on 31May-
2 June 1989 with the objectives of

(a) achieving incre;se;iappreciationof thesignincuice
of the issues and needs relevant to management and
Protection of the Caribbean environment, and of the
relationship between Environment and Developme:u

(b) identifying mauers for priority attention in the
Region inreiation to the environment; and

(c) identifying approac:tes that would allow for better
mgionalcoordination andmonitoring of activiues.agen-
eies and resources.

We were profoundly gratified that high-level dclega-
tions f--om twelve (1_) .Nte:nbers States of the Cammu-
nity. and from four(-) O bsc.-vcr countnes were pn:sctt,
and that we had the honour of being addressed by The
HonA..V_1:L Robinson, Prime.Mirtister of the Republic
ofTrinidad and Tobago, the hostcotmtry, whodc-.:arzd
the CJttte'enG: Open.

We were also pleased to welcome the valuable contri-
bution to our deiiberations by observer regional and
international institutions which were in auctdat:c:

In eur discussions we wcrc very conscious of the f=:.
as indeed the F:on. Prime Ministcr of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago rr:aindcd us in his iddrtss, that
with improved understanding ovcrt.hc last two d.^=dcs
of the impact of :natt'; zc;ivit:es on the cnvirflnment,

the:-- has been a transfor:nation in attitudes toward.s and
perspectives on environmental issues in the world as a
whole. We reco gnised that the histeric 1972 S tocYholm
Confcrrace on the envuonment spawned the four.da-
tion of the United Nations Environment Prognmme,
the production of the 1980 World Conservation Strm-
egy and the 1987 Report of the World Commission on
Environment and Development which highlighted the
relationship betwee:t the environment and sustainable
development.

In our own C.aRICOM Region, concern about the envi-
ronment has been no less intrase. The spirit and policy
of the Treaty of Chaguarsmas establishing the Czrib-
bean Cotnmunity and the de:ibeiations of several
Community fora including the Conien~tce of He .̂.d_c of
Government, the Conf=::ce of ',Ministers responsible
for Health, and the Standing Committees of NIinisters
responsible for Agriculture:lture and for Foreign Affairs.
have :cco;niscc! the irr.potunc: of sound management
of the Region's environment to the quality of life of the
Region's peoples.

We have conducted our Conierence in the spiait of the
Der!aration of Hrisil'ir, in the formulation of which
several Ministers of the Caribbean Community par-
ticipztcd.

We:.hcreforepc .-.eivecurConferencesscomingwithin
this ==diuon and consutuung an opportunity to provide
fresh _oliuczl impctus to the crordinam-d idcnuticaticn.
dcvc'.opme.lt and exc__cion of policies. programmes
and projccu for addressing the idcntificd deùciczc:es in
ourrrrangc:nc::ts :orc:f =:ivemrnageraz:sc of the ;nvi-
rOnr^ .̂nL

/...
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Priority Issues and Problems 

In ideraifying the priority issu= to bc addressed in our 
quest for the protection of the Caribbean eivironment 
we have proceeded on the basis of full acceptance of the 
factthat central to all our envirenmental conce-ns is our 
shared desire for man's survival in a manner that is both 
in normony with nature. and consistent with bun= 
welfare. 

We have also-precre.ded on the basis of the recognition 
that  promirent  among the feat= of the natural envi-
rcnrr.ent of our countries are our marine spoces and the 
extensive forest cover of some of our territories. 

We  have agreed that the following represent the princi-
pal -,..r-tas in which we must organize ourselves at the 
national and regional levels. with the support of the 
international community, to develop urgent strategies 
for action: 

(a) orderly land use planning and coordination; 
(b housing and human senleen=te 
(e) degradation of thecoastaland marine environmenz 
(d prevention andmitigation of theetT=•sof oil spills: 
(e) solid and liquid waste management 
(f) management of toxic and hazardous substances 

including the control of agri-chemical redues; 
(g) dumping of extra-regional. hazardous and uoxic 

wastes in the Region: 
(h) water quality and supply; 
(i) forest and watesshed management: 
(j) preservation of genetic resour..= 
(k) vecter control: 
(I) disa.ste- prerar. ectness: 
(m) preservation of culturaL. archaeologic:11 and 

historical =scum= 
(n) air and noise pollution. 

Strategic Approaches to the Solution of the Problems 

We are co nvinced. and agree, that in ordo eff=-tively 
addr=s the problems in these areas, our efforts must be 
based on use °idle following urgently needed strategic 
approaches which will result in an integrated approach 
to their solution: 

(a) the promotion of public education and aware-Jess at 
:cveis in our societies to enhance consciousness and 

respect icr die environmeJt on the part of our peoples. 
and to encourage behavioural patte-ns conducive un its 
preser:atier.. In this conn=tion we agr= thai there 
should. inter alia. be  full observance in the Caribbean 
Cemrr.unity of World Edvironment Day (5 June) and to 
cr.:ordinate, as far as possible. our respective national 
programmes for that purpose: 

(b) the provision of training and development of humnn 
resources in ordcr to produce the ci.t•Ires of experts 
within the Region whose voatuon will bc to undertake 
the many and varied  faces of environmental man-
agement 

(c) the formulation of policies and plans. including the 
requircrnent fcr environmental impactassessment. which  

or:essential prerequisites to the rational management of 
our environment 

(d) the collection. management and ciissenaination of 
the information critical to the develcpment of poliMes, 
programmes and projects which must be implemented 
to add.ress the identified problem areas: 

(e) the promotion of cr_s=ch based on the reality of the 
Carib been situation and aimed at generating solutions to 
the environmental problems of the Region: 

(f) the development ofIegislativeframeworksadequate 
to the requirements of sound environme-nal manage-
men t. and the reqrnaciny fortheir enforcernenO 

(g) the promotion of the development of =nnomie 
pursuits including small s.mle ente-prises which are 
geiared to the enjoyment and enhan=rnent of the envi-
ronment: 

(h) the .harnessing ofailavaiLabIe 
and community based r=ourc= relevant to the solution 
of particular environmental problems. 

. . . 
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Institutional Arranâements.for Consultation and Coordination

It is our c:ear recognition that in order for prac.ic--I
action to unfold on all the mattets that we have set out

abave, it is absolute3y essential that there be effective
institutional ar ,̂.nc=cnts at the national and regional
levels. We aclmowledgc that such armngernents are
r.iticll for svstc.^iatic consultation on and coordination
Of policv fcr.nulation and impler.tentation of pro--=-
mes and projects.

The CARICOM Stc.-etariat wiII have the nespottsiâility
for canvening this forum:

(c) reiterate the Community's ccmmitmenr to the
effective developmentof the Caribbean rnvirnnmental
Heslth Institute as a Re ,̂ional tecnnical. advisory and
projet:impie:ncnting fac:iiryin the environmental fie.'d.

We are awmr that cer.ain institutional arrangements do
etist. Lowcver. therc is need forstreng:hcningsome of
these _nd for identiiving and :iiIing any cxisting; ps.

We therefore:

(a) 3-treE tfl.lt at Lhe n:gicnal lz vcl .^,finisters with rc-
sponsibiiity for rnvironmcntal Mauc:s should mcet at
appropr•:ate intervais for the purpose of conducting
policy and programme review and cstzblishing the
goals and guide:incs for action; to this end we support
the proposal by the ?rime Minister of the Rcpubiic of
Trinidad and Tobago that a Standing Committee of
Ministers responsible for the tnvironment be cstzb-
lished;

(b) approve, also at the rcgienal levci, the establish-
ment of a consultative forum of :tgencies whose activi-
ties in the rcgion are relevant to the devclopm=t of
Cm-ibbern eavironrnental programmes and projects.
i ne func:ion of this forum will be to pursue the idc:sti-
:ic_t:cn ct._s:cf tt_ailoc_tionci Mspons;bility icr_c:ian
on pros-arnmcs. projects and studies :elaung to the
priori ty problemsznd strategic approachessaoutsbove.

We mandate the C.kRICOM Sec:emriat to arrange
consultations and negotiations with donoragcuies for
support to Car.âôcan environmcntal programmes and
projects on the basis of the policies and guidelines laid
down at minsste:ial level and the results of the work of
the consultative fonun. In this connecsion. we express
appreciation to thosc biiate.^J and muItiiatzml agencies
which have been ac:ivc ly supporting these programmes.

Westrongly rr-ommcnd toail govcrnmenuof the Com-
muniry that they establish arrangements that would
permit an inte;:ated approach to environmental man-
agemcnt zt the politicaI, tcchnial and administrative
levcls, and that such arangcrncnts should include a
designated fccal point which would relate in a cohcrcnt
=nncr to the rcgionaI and international lcvc!s.

In conclusion. we reitcraiz our firm and unswerving
commit.-aczt :o the ratiottal use and conservation of our
environmcnuI resour.as. We =II upon all Caribbeon
peoples to e.tercisc the :cs;x--t and tt;verence for the
tnvircnme: t •x cic t will e.nsurt its prt.̂ tc_;ion icr the
benefit Of fut= gCncration,.

)

Port of Spain.
T.-inidad and Tobago

Z:une I989
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ANNEX II

Final statement of the Second World Climate Conference

Scientific/Technical sessions

FOREWORD

The Second World Climate Conference was convened in Geneva, Switzerland, from
29 October to 7 November 1990, under the sponsorship of the World Meteorological
Organization; the United Nations Environment Programme; the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and its Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission; the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations and the International Council of Scientific Unions. This statement was
adopted by the participants in the scientific and technical sessions from
29 October to 3 November 1990, on the basis of the presentations at the Conference,
the deliberations of task groups of participants organized to address various
specific issues, and plenary discussions involving all participants. The
scientific and technical sessions involved 747 participants from 120 countries.

The Conference discussed the results of the first decade of work under the
World Climate Programme (WCP), the First Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (August 1990) and the development of the International
Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP) and other relevant global programmes. In
particular, the Conference considered the role, priorities, and programme structure
for the future development of the World Climate Programme.

I
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SUMMARY STATEME27T

1. Climate issues reach far beyond atmospheric and oceanic sciences, affecting
every aspect of life on this planet. The issues are increasinqly pivotal in
determining future environmental and economic well-being. Variations of climate
have profound effects on natural and managed systems, the economies of nations and
the well-being of people everywhere. A clear scientific consensus has emerged on
estimates of the range of global warming which can be expected during the -
twenty-first century (para. B). If the increase of qreenhouse gas concentrations
is not limited, the predicted climate change would place stresses on natural and
social systems unprecedented in the past 10,000 years.

2. At the First World Climate Conference in 1979, nations were urged "to foresee
and to prevent potential man-made changes in climate that might be adverse to the
well-being of humanity". The Second World Climate Conference concludes that,
notwithstanding scientific and economic uncertainties, nations should now take
steps towards reducing sources and increasing sinks of greenhouse gases through
national and regional actions, and negotiation of a global convention on climate
change and related legal instruments. The long-term goal should be to halt the
build-up of greenhouse gases at a level that minimizes risks to society and natural
ecosystems. The remaining uncertainties must not be the basis for deferring
societal responses to these risks. Many of the actions that vould reduce risk are
also desirable on other grounds.

3. A major international observational and research effort will be essential to
strengthen the knowledge-base on climate processes and human interactions, and to
provide the basis for operational climate monitoring and prediction.

/...
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PART I. MAIN CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Greenhouse gases and climate change 

1. Emissions resulting from human activities are substantially increasing 
atmospheric concentrations of the greenhouse gases. These increases will enhance 
the natural greenhouse effect, resulting on average in an additional.  warming of the 
Earth's surface. The Conference agreed that this and other scientific conclusions 
set out by the IPCC reflect the international consensus of scientificsunderstanding 
of climate change. Without actions to reduce emissions, global warming is 
predicted to r•ach 2 to 5 degrees C over the next century, a rate of change 
unprecedented in the past 10,000 years. The warming is expected to be accompanied 
by a sea level rise of 65 cm e 35 cm by the end of the next century. There remain 
uncertainties in predictions, particularly in regard to the timing, magnitude and 
regional patterns of climate change. 

2. Climate change and sea level rise would seriously threaten low-lying islands 
and coastal zones. Water resources, agriculture and agricultural trade, especially 
in arid and semi-arid regions, forests, and fisheries are especially vulnerable to 
climate change. Climate change may compound existing serious problems of the 
global mismatch between resources, population and consumption. In many cases the 
impacts will be felt most severely in regions already under stress, mainly in 
developing countries. 

3. Global warming induced by increased greenhouse gaz concentrations is delayed 
by the oceans; hence, much of the change is still to•come. Inertia in the climate 
system due to the influence of the oceans, the biosphere and the long residence 
times of some greenhouse gases means that climate changes that occur may persist 
for centuries. 

4. Natural sources and sinks of greenhouse gases are sensitive to a change in 
climate. Although many of the  response or feedback processes are poorly understood, 
it appears likely that, as climate warms, these feedbacks will lead  te an overall 
increase rather than a decrease in greenhouse gas concentrations. 

5. The historical growth in emissions has been a direct consequence of the 
increase of human population, rising incomes, the related exploitation of fossil 
fuels by industrialised societies and the expansion of agriculture. Under 
"Business-as-Usual" assumptions,* it is projected that emissions will continue to 
grow in the future as a consequence of a projected doubling of energy consumption 
in the first half of the twenty-first century and an expected doubling of population 

"Business-as-Usual" assumes that few or no &Eel's are taken to limit 
greenhouse gas emissions. Energy use and clearing of tropical forests continue and 
fossil fuels, in-particular coal, remain the world's primary energy source. The 
Montreal Protocol comes into effect but without strengthening and with less than 
100 per cent compliance. 

I.  . . 
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by the latter half.. As a result, the effect of human-induced greenhouse gas 
concentrations on the Earth's radiation balance would by 2025 correspond to a 
doubling of carbon dioxide unless remedial actions are taken. 

6. Over the last decade, emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) contributed 
55 per cent of the increased radiative forcing produced by greenhouse gases from 
human activities. The CFCs contributed about 24 per cent of the past decade's 
changes, and  methane 15 per cent, with the balance due to other greenhouse gases. 
With controls on CFCs under the Montreal Protocol, the relative importance of CO2 
emissions will increase, provided the substitutes for cru have minimal greenhouse 
warming potential. Some 75 per cent of total CO2 emissions have come from the 
industrialized countries. 

7. The above emissions can be expected to change the planet's atmosphere and 
climate, and a clear scientific consensus has been reached on the range of changes 
to be expected. Although this range is large, it is prudent to exercise, as a 
precautionary measure, actions to manage the risk of undesirable climate change. 
In order to stabilise atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations by the middle of 
the twenty-first century at about 50 per cent above pre-industrial concentrations, 
a continuous world-wide reduction of net carbon dioxide emissions by 
1 to 2 per cent per year starting now would be required. The Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) also considered three other emissions scenarios, 
which would not lead to stabilization of CO2 concentrations in the twenty-first 
century. A 15-20 per cent reduction in methane emissions would stabilise 
atmospheric concentrations of that gas. 

6. This Conference concludes that technically feasible and cost-effective 
opportunities exist to reduce CO2 emissions in all countries. Such opportunities 
for emissions reductions are sufficient to allow many industrialized countries to 
stabilize CO2 emissions from the energy sector and to reduce these emissions by 
at least 20 per cent by 2005. The measures include increasing the efficiency of 
energy use and employing alternative fuels and energy sources.  As  additional 
measures to achieve further cost-effective reductions are identified and 
implemented, even greater decreases in emissions would be achieved in the following 
decades. In addition, reversing the current net losses in forests would increase 
storage of carbon. The economic and social costs and benefits of such measures 
should be urgently examined by all  nations. An internationally co-ordinated 
assessment should be undertaken through the IPCC. 

9. Countries are urged to take immediate actions to control the risks of climate 
change with initial emphasis on actions that would be economically and socially 
beneficial for other reasons as !tell. Nations should launch negotiations on a 
convention on climate change and related legal instruments without delay and with 
the aim of signing such a convention in 1992. 

/ . . . 
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S. Use of climate information in assistingsustainable social
and economic develovment

Climate data, analyses, and eventually climate predictions, can contribute
substantially to enhancing the etficiency and security of economic and developmental
activities in evironaentally sustainable vays. These benefits are particularly
important in food and wood production, water management, transportation, energy
planning and production (including assessment of potential resources of biomaaa,
hydropower, solar and wind energy), urban planning and design, human health and
safety, combating of drought and land degradation, and tourism. This requires both
data on the cliaate system, and its effective application. Data acquisition,
collection, sianagement and analysis must be more vigorously supported in all
countries and special assistance provided to developing countries through
international co-operation. Transfer of techniques for applying climate
information should be accelerated through more widespread use of software
(e.g. CLICOM) for readily available personal computers and other means. lurther
development of nethods for predicting short-term variations in climate and the
environntal and social impacts should be vigorously puraued. These advances
would provide enorisous economic and other.relfare benefits in coping with droughts,
prolonged rain, and periods of severe hot and cold weather. Such predictions will
require major steps forward in ocean-atmosphere-bioaphere observing systems. Much
greater effarts are also needed to increase involvement in these fields by
developing countries, especially through increased education and training.

C. Priorities for enhanced research and observational system+

1. A consensus ezists saonq scientists as sumeaarised in the Report of Working
Group I of the IPCC that clisaate change will occur due to increasing greenhouse
gases. 8owever, there is substantial scientific uncertainty in the details of
projections of future cliaate change. Projections of future regional climate and
climate impacts are such less certain than those on a global scale. These
uncertainties can only be narrowed through research addressing the following
priority areas:

Clouds and the hydrological cycle;

Greeahouse gases and the global carbon and biogeochemical cycles;

Oceanss physical, chemical and biological aspects; and exchanges with the
atmosphere=

Paleo-cliaatic studies;

Polar ice sheets and sea icet

Terrestrial ecosystems.

1%

l...
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2. 	These aubjects  are  being addreaaed by national programmes, the World Climate 
Research Programme and the International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme and other 
related international programmes. Increased national support and substantially 
increased funding of these programmes is required if progress on the necessary time 
scale is to be made in reducing the uncertainties. 

3. Present observational systems for monitoring the climate system are inadequate 
for operational and research purposes. They are deteriorating in both 
industrialized and developing regions. Of special concern is the inadequacy of 
observation systems in large parts of the  southern hemisphere. 

4. High priority must be placed on the provision and international exchange of 
high-quality, long-term data for climate-related studies. Data should be available 
at no more than the cost of reproduction and distribution. à full and open 
exchange of global and other data sets needed for climat•-related studies is 
required. 

5. There is an urgent need to create a Global Climate Observing System  (GCOS) 
built upon the World Weather Watch Global Observing System and the Integrated 
Global Ocean Service System and including both space-based and surface-based 
observing components. GCOS should also include the data communications and other 
infrastructure necessary to support operational  climats  forecasting. 

6. GCOS ahould be designed to meet the needs for: 

(a) Climate system monitoring. climate chance detection and response  
monitoring,  especially in terrestrial •cosystems 

(b) Data for aoplication to national economic development,  and 

(c) Pesearcb  towards improved understanding, modelling and prediction  of the 
climate system. 

7. 	Such a GCOS would be based upon: 

(1) An improved World Weather Watch Programme; 

(2) The establishment of a global ocean observing system (GCOS) of physical, 
chemical and biological measurements: 

(3) The maintenance and enhancement of monitoring programmes of other key 
components of the climate system, such as the distribution of important atmospheric 
constituents (including the Global àtmoSsphere Watch), changes in terrestrial 
ecosystems, clouds and the hydrological cycle, the Earth's radiation budget, ice 
sheets, and precipitation over the oceans. 

8. 	The further development and implementation of the GCOS concept should be 
pursued, with urgency, by scientists, Governments and international organizations. 

. . . 
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s. 	The impacts of climete variability on human socio-economic ystems  have 

provided major constraints to development. Climate change may compound these 

constraints. In semi-arid regions of Africa, drought episodes have been directly 

responsible  or major human disasters. Research undertaken during the first decade 

of the WCP and through other international and national programmes has improved 

drought early warning systems, including FAO's Global Early Warning System, and 

increased the reliability of climate impact analyses. But much more remains to be 

done. Intensified efforts are required to refine further our ability to predict 
short-term climate variability, anticipate climate impacts, and identify rational 

strategies to mitigate or prevent adverse effects. The threat of climate change 

brings new challenges to the future well-being of people. This requires greater 

efforts to understand impacts of climate change. Mitigation and adaptation 

strategies are also essential. Immediate steps to be taken include: 

(a) National and regional analyses  of  the impacts of climate variability and 

change on society, and study of the range of responae and adaptation options 

available; 

(b) Cloaer co-operation and communication among natural and social 
scientists, to ensure that climate considerations are accounted for in development 
planning; 

(c) Significant increases in resources to carry out impact/adaptation studies. 
• 

10. Improvements in energy efficiency and non-fossil fuel  •nergy technologies are 
of paramount importance, not only to reduce greenhouse gas emissions but to move to 
more sustainable development pathways. Such advances will require research and 
development, as well as technology transfer and co-development. 

11. à specific initiative would create a network of regional, interdisciplinary 
research centres, located primarily in developing countries, and focusing on all of 
the natural science, engineering and social,sciencedisciplines required to support 
fully integrated studies of global change and its impacts and policy responses. 
The centres would conduct research and training on all aspects of global change and 
study the interaction of regional and global policies. 

D. public information 

People need better information on the crucial role climate plays in development 
and the additional risks posed by climate change. Governments, intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organisations should give more emphasis to providing accurate 
public information on climate issues. The public information and - education and 
training component in the MCP and IGBP must also be expanded. 

I .. . 
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P1+BT II

S,pecific issues

1. Water

1.1 Among the most important impacts of climate change will be its effects on the
hydrological cycle and water management systems, and through these, on

socio-economic systems. Increases in incidence of extremes, such as floodr and
droughts, would cause increased frequency and severity of disasters.

1.2 The design of many costly structures to store and convey water, from large
dams to small drainage facilities, is based on analyses of past records of climatic

and hydrological parameters. Some of these structures are designed to last
50-100 years or even longer. Records of past climate and hydrological conditions
may no longer be a reliable guide to the future. The design and management of both
structural and non-structural water resource systems should allow for the possible

effects of climate change.

1.3 Data systems and research must be strengthened to predict water resources

impacts, detect hydrological changes, and improve hydrological parameterization in

global climate models.

1.4 Existing and novel technologies, for more efficient use of water for
irrigation, should be made available to developing countries in semi-arid zones.

2. Agriculture and food

2.1 Important. uncertainties remain regarding the prediction of the magnitude and
nature of potential impacts of changing climate and higher C02 levels on global

food security. The potential impact on food production in developing countries,
with more than half the world's population, could be more uncertain than recent

reviews suggest.

2.2 High priority should therefore be given to research on the direct effects of
rising C02. concentrations on food and fibre crop productivity and equal priority
should be given to research on agricultural emissions so as to determine
agriculture's present and potential role as a source of and sink for greenhouse
gases, and to clarify the costs and possible trade-offs arising from limitation

measures.

2.3 New or strengthened institutional mechanisms are required to upgrade natural
resource inventories, research strategies'and extension services to raise

agricultural productivity and minimize emissions. These mechanisms should include

collaborative programmes between FAO and international and national agencies with
stress on interdisciplinary activities on food security and related topics.

/...
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3. Mem.,a_ firhwriwe and nonathl zones

3.1 The Earth's clinate including shorter-term variations is influenced by the
coupled atmosphere - ocean system. Coastal zones and their associated high
biological productivity, including fisheries, are especially affected. Thus, an

improved data base of oceanic parameters is considered indispensable for operational
climate forecasting. It is recooesended that a global ocean observing and data
management system be developed for improving predictions of clisaate change.
Research on the oceans will provide quantification of important feedback loops in

climate processes. Observation and research on the El Hiâo - Southern Oscillation

phenomena, on upwalling areas and on biological productivity of the open sea are

also important.

3.2 Coastal zones, which are the source of most of the global fish catch,.are
especially susceptible to effects of global rarning and sea level rise. Predicting
the impact of changes would be of enormous benefit to the increasing number of
people living in coastal areas. Thus, it is also recomsended that a programme of
coastal zone research and monitoring be established to identify the effects of
climate change on the coast and coastal ecosystems, and to assess the vulnerability

of various natural and managed ecosystems such as coral reefs, mangroves and

coastal aquaculture.

3.3 Action should be taken now to develop coastal zone adaptation strategies and

policies.

4. ÿJILM

4.1 In order to stabilise atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases while
allowing for gro.rth in emissions from developing countries, industrialized
countries must implement reductions even greater than those required, on average,
for the globe as a whole. Hoxever, even where very large technical and economic
opportunities have been identified for reducing energy-related greenhouses gas
emissions, and even where there are significant and multiple benefits associated
with these measures, implesrentation is being slowed and sometimes prevented by a
host of barriers. These barriers exist at all levels - at the level of consumers,
energy equipment manufacturers and suppliers, industries, utilities, and

governments. Overcoming the barriers obstructing least-cost approaches to meeting

energy des►ands will require responses from all parts of society - individual
consumers, industry, governments, and non-governmental organisations.

4.2 Developing countries also have an important role in limiting climate change.
Maintaining development as a principal objective, energy and development paths can
be chosen that have the additional benefit of minimizing radiative forcing.

5. Land use afld urban planninc

Population growth, increasing urbanization, and competing demands for finite
areas of arable 71a.nd will produce increasingly severe problems of food supply,
energy production, and water resources. Climate changes may exacerbate these
problems in some regions. Prudent planning will require baseline analyses of land

I

/...
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use, ouality and quantity of water resources, and the assessment of vulnerability 
of urbanised societies to environmental change. In particular, improved adaptation 
of urban areas to local climatic régimes needs to be achieved by more appropriate 
layouts and building densities, and improved building construction through 
modifications to building and planning regulations. ecause conurbations make a 
major contribution to energy-related greenhouse gas emissions, the design and 
efficiency of all aspects of urban systems should be enhanced. 

6. bealth and human  dimension.  

6.1 The direct impact of climate change on people, their health and cultural 
heritage, could be severe. There is likely to be increased health inequity between 
peoples of developing and developed countries. Climatic Change could result in 
increasing numbers of environmental refugees with associated increases of 
ill-health, disease and death among them. 

6.2 Global warming is likely to shift the range of favourable conditions for 
certain pests and diseases, causing additional stresses on people, particularly 
those of the semi-arid tropics. It must be appreciated however that serious 
problems may arise in all parts of the world. 

6.3 Research into how human behaviour contributes to and responds to climate 
change must have increased emphasis. Public awareness and education programmes are 
particularly  •ssential in this regard. 

7. Znvironment and development 

7.1 Climate change, superimposed on population pressures, excessive consumption, 
and other stresses on the environment imperils the sustainability of soFio-economic 
development throughout the world. In addition, slowing climate change will give 
countries more time to enhance their prospects for sustainable development. The 
developed countries need to reduce emissions and assist the developing countries to 
adopt new, clean technologies. 

7.2 Climate change has such important implications for the sustainability of 
development that policy responses, including measures to reduce greenhouse gases, 
measures to reduce deforestation, and the commitment of financial and other 
resources, are justified for that reason alone. Economic policies, such as 
subsidies and trade restraints, can distort markets so they harm the environment 
and contribute to global warming and sea level rise. There is an imperative need 
for development policies that not only reduce global warming trends bit  also 
increase economic and social resilience., 	 • 

8. Yorests 

While increasing forest cover can contribute to the slowing of global climate 
change, this is not the major cure for the problem. 

Five priority actions are recommended: 

/ . . . 
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(1) Assessing national opportunities to increase forest carbon storage 
commensurate with national resource development policies, developing an approach by 
1992 and completing assessment by 1995. 

• 
• 

(2) Managing the world's forests to optimize biomass and resultant carbon 
storage in addition to the maintenance of sustainable yields of forest products, 
biological diversity, water quality and the many other values that forests provide. 

(3) Accelerating research to assess the added contribution that forests can 
make to atmospheric CO2 reduction and the impacts of climate change on the 
world's forests. 

(4) Designing and implementing international monitoring systems to determine 
conditions and changes in forest ecosystems in response to anticipated climate 
changes. 

(5) Supporting the development of an international instrument on conservation 
and development of the world's forests linked with climate and biodiversity 
conventions. 

PART III 

Orgrnizational and poliqy issues for international activities  

1. The future structure of the World Climate Conference  

1.1 The World Climate Conference should be broadened and closely co-ordinated with 
related programmes of-other agencies in response to increased emphasis on the 
prediction of climate and its impacts. 

1.2 The World Climate Data Programme, renamed the World Climate System Monitoring 
Programme, should be redefined to take into account new objectives. 

1.3 Greater emphasis in the strengthened WCP (WCP-2) should be given to 
adaptation, mitigation and education, with adaptation and mitigation activities 
closely linked to the Impact Studies Programme (WCIP). 

1.4 The World Climate Applications Programme should be renamed the World Climate 
Applications and Services Programme (NCASP) to reflect the need for intensifying 
efforts to provide climatological services to a wide variety of users. There 
should be strong interaction between WCIP and NCASP. 

1.5 The organizational framework for international scientific research is in 
place, constituted by the WCRP, •mphasizing the physical aspects, and the IGBP, 
covering bio-geochemical aspects. 

1.6 Governments should establish national committees for the WCP to mobilize 
support for national activities and to co-ordinate efforts. The United Nations 

/ . . . 



7345/696/)►dd.1
English
Page 13

.agencies and ICSB should work towards ensuring regular contact and ezchange of

information with national comaaitteea.

1.7 The mechanism established for overall co-ordination of the WCP, involving
meetings of the chairs of steering bodies for the various components, should be
actively supported by iiMO, and other United Nations bodies concerned and ICSU.
Annual meetings of Executive Heads should consider their recosanendations.

1.8 Restructuring and strengthening of the WCP will also be necessary to support

new activities, such as.the development of the proposed GCOS. The Conference
recommended that a proposal for the now structure of MCP be formulated by the
organizations involved, taking into account the above comssents, and presented to
the Eleventh World Meteorological Congress, May 1991, and at appropriate meetings

of other participating organizations.

2. Special needs of the develoving countries

2.1 As stated in the IPCÇ report, industrialized and developing countries have a

common but differentiated responsibility for dealing with the problems of climate

change. The problem is largely the consequence of past patterns of economic growth
in the industrial countries. However, in future the much needed economic growth in
the developing countries could play an important role in determining the rate of

climate change.

2.2 Developing countries are being asked to participate in the alleviation of the
legacy of environmental damage from prior industrialisation. If they are to avoid
the potentially disastrous course followed by industrialized countries in the past,
they need to adopt modern technologies early in the process of development,
particularly in regard to energy efficiency. They also must be full partners in
the global scientific and technical effort that will be required. It is clear that
developing countries must not go through the evolutionary process of previous
industrialization but rather, must ~leapfroq" ahead directly from a status of
underdevelopment through to efficient, environmentally benign, technologies.

2.3 Although developing countries have collaborated in providing data, and
participated to a degree in meetings and research, they have benefited to a lesser
extent from the analyses developed from their contributions, and even less so from

the applications derived therefrom.

2.4 Therefore, a massive and sustained flow of scientific and technological
expertise towards the development of the intellectual resources, technical and
institutional capacity of the developing countries is a necessary complement to the

efforts of those countries.

2.5 Developing countries should be assisted to build up their capabilities

- To monitor, assess and apply climate information;

- To prepare inventories of greenhouse gases emissions and future emissions

projections;

/...
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3.

- To identify impacts of potentially global warming;

- To prepare cost estimates and priorities for response strategies to adapt

and mitigate problems posed by climate change;

- To participate in the World Climate Programme.

o The aechaniams of the transfer of technology and provision of technical
assistance. and co-operation to developing countries should taice into
account considerations such as the used for preferential and assured
access, intellectual property rights, the environswntal soundness of such
technology and the financial implications.

o Taking note that industry plays a significant role in the development and

transfer of science and technology, efforts by industry to promote
further the development and transfer of environmentally sound
technologies should be encouraged, and policies to encourage such efforts

should be formulated.

o Additional iinancial resources'w311 have to be channelled to developing
countries for those activities which contribute both to limiting
greenhouse gas emissions and/or adapting to any adverse effects of

climate change, and promoting economic development. Areas for

co-operation and assistance could include the efficient use of energy,
land use planning, forest management, soil and rater conservations,
strengthening of observational systems and scientific and technological
capabilities.

Co-oDeration in international research

3.1 The existing and planned research projécts of the WCRP and the IGBP address
the highest priority scientific issues related to the understanding and prediction
of climate variability and change.

3.2 These programmes should be implemented completely and rigorously. It is
particularly important that adequate funding, including long-term funding
commitments, be provided.

3.3 In view of the progress made in climate research, it in now timely to proceed
to the detailed design of an operational global climate observing system (sect. C, ^_
paras. 5-8), together with the data communications and other infrastructure needed
to support operational climate forecasting. Governments should enter into early
discussions aimed at international co-operation in operational climate forecasting.

4. çn-ordinated international activities and flolicy develoflrnent

4.1 The Conference endorsed the three streams of international activity:

a. Global measurement and research efforts through the NCP, IGBP, and other
related international programmez;

/...
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b. Assessment functions of a continuing IPCC to support negotiation of and 
providing technical input to a Convention; 

c. Development of a Convention on Climats  Change. 

It is essential that all parties to a Convention and related legal instruments 
should, as part of their obligations, be required to participate fully in the free 
exchange and flow of information necessary for technical input to the convention. 
Such a convention should include a technical annex to provide for: 

International co-operation in research, systematic observation and 
exchange of related information; 

- Adjustments based on np-dates of scientific knowledge; 

- Strengthening national scientific and environmental capabilities of 
developing countries. 

4.2 The development of policy regarding climate change requires on the part of 
policy makers an understanding of the underlying science and a weighing of the 
scientific uncertainties associated with the prediction of climate change and its 
likely impacts. An important aspect of future work is therefore a continued 
dialogue between scientists and policy makers. 

4.3 The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (Brasil 1992) 
provides a vt.luable opportunity to relate the above three themes to the other 
environment/development issues and objectives being examined by the Conference. It 
is therefore essential that the three streams should interact effectively with the 
Conference. 	• 

4.4 It  is proposed that the sponsoring agencies for the SWCC consider the 
possibility of holding a Third World Climate Conference at an appropriate  time  
about the year 2000. 

. . . 
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ANtiEY III

Ministerial Declaration of the Second World Climate Conference

PREAMBLE

1, we, the Ministers and other representatives from 137 countries and from the

European Comcaunities, meeting in Geneva from 6 to 7 November 1990 at the Second

World Climate Conference, declare as follows:

2.
we note that while climate has varied in the past and there is still a large

degree of scientific uncertainty, the rate of climate change predicted by the

Intergoverna►ental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to occur over the next century is

unprecedented.
This is due mainly to the continuing accumulation of greenhouse

gases, resulting from a host of human activities since the industrial revolution,
hitherto particularly in developed countries. The potential impact of such climate
change could pose an environmental threat of an up to now unknown magnitude; and

could jeopardize the social and economic development of some areas. It could even

threaten survival in some small island States and in low-lying coastal, arid and

semi-arid areas. -

3.
We ipore ciate the work of the World Climate Programme (WCP) during the past

decade which has improved understanding of the causes, processes and effects of
climate and climate change. We also congratulate the IPCC, established by the
United Rations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological
Organization (KKO) on its First Assessment Report on Climate Change. It has
identified causes and possible effects and strategies to liait and adapt to climate
change, and in the light of the United Nations General Assembly resolutions, has
identified possible elements for inclusion in a framework convention on climate

.change.

4.
Recognizing climate change as a common concern of mankind, we commit ourselves

and intend to take active and constructive steps in a global response, without

prejudice to sovereignty of States.

I. GLOBAL STRATEGY

5. Recognizing that climate change is a global problem of unique character and
taking into account the remaining uncertainties in the field of science, economics
and response options, we consider that a global response, while ensuring
sustainable development l/ of all countries, must be decided and implemented
without further delay based on the beat available knowledge such as that resulting
from the IPCC assessment. itecognising further that the principle of equity and the
coff%mon but differentiated responsibility of countries should be the basis of any

1/ Statement of sustainable•development as agreed at the fifteenth session

of UNEP Governing Council ( annes II, UiIEP/GC 15/L.37).

/...
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global response to Climate change, developed countries must take the lead. They 
must all commit themselves to actions to reduce their major contribution to the 
global net emissions and enter into and strengthen co-operation with developing 
countries to enable them to adequately address climate change without hindering 
their national development goals and objectives. Developing countries must, within 
the limits feasible, taking into account the problems regarding the burden of 
external debt and their economic circumstances, commit themselves to appropriate 
action in this regard. To this end, there is a need to meet the requirements of 
developing countries, that adequate and additional financial resources be mobilized 
and the best available environmentally-sound technologies he transferred 
expeditiously on a fair and most favourable basis. 

H. POLICY CONSIDERATIONS FOR ACTION 

6. We reaffirm  that, in order to reduce uncertainties, to increase our ability to 
predict climate and climate change on a global and regional. basis, including early 
identification of as yet unknown climate-related issues, and to design sound 
response strategies, there is a need to strengthen national, regional and 
international research activities in climate, climate change and sea level rise. 
We recognize  that commitments by Governments are essential to sustain and 
strengthen the necessary research and monitoring programmes and the exchange of 
relevant data and information, with due respect to national sovereignty. We stress  
that special efforts must be directed to the areas of uncertainty as identified by 
the IPCC. 	 • 

We maintain  that there is a need to intensify research on the social and 
economic implications of climate change and response strategies. We commit 
ourselves to promoting the full participation of developing countries in these 
efforts. We recognize  the importance of supporting the needs of the World Climate 
Programme, including contributions to the WMO Special Fund for Climate and 
Atmospheric Environmental Studies. The magnitude of the problem being addressed is 
such that no nation can tackle it alone  and  we stress the need to strengthen 
international co-operation. In particular, we invite  the llth Congress of the 
World Meteorological Organization, in the formulation of plans for the future • 
development of the World Climate Programme, to ensure that the necessary 
arrangements are established in consultation with  UNE?, UNESCO (and its  bd), FAO, 
ICSU and other relevant international organizations for effective co-ordination of 
climate and climate change related research and monitoring programmes. We urge  
that special attention be given to the economic and social dimensions of climate 
and climate change research. 

7. In order to achieve sustainable development in all countries and to meet the 
needs of present and future generations, precautionary measures to meet the climate 
challenge must anticipate, prevent, attack, or minimize the causes of, and mitigate 
the adverse consequences of, environmental degradation that might result from 
climate change. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of 
full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing 
cost-effective measures to prevent such environmental degradation. The measures 
adopted should take into account different socio-economic contexts. 

. . . 
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L. The potentiilly serious consequences of climate change, including the risk for

curvivi.l in low-lying and other s=Lll island States and in some low-lying coastal,

and arid and semi-arid areas Of the world, give sufficient reasons to begin by

adopting response strategies even in the face of significant uncertainties.

Such response strategies include phasing out the production and use of CFC's,

efficiency improvements and conservation in energy supply and use, appropriate

measures in the transport sector, sustainable forest management, afforestation
schemes, developing contingency plans for dealing with climate-related emergencies,
proper land use planning, adequate coastal zone management, review of intensive
agricultural practices and the use of safe and cleaner energy sources with lower or
no emissions of carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and other greenhouse gases
and ozone precursors, paying special attention to new and renewable sources.

rurther.actions should be pursuéd in a phased and flexible manner on the basis
of medium- and long-term goals and strategies and at the national, regional or
global level, taking advantage of scientific advances and technological
developments to most both environsental and economic objectives.

9. We note that per capita consumption patterns in certain parts of the world
along with a projected increase in world population are contributing factors in the
projected increase in greenhouse gases.

10. We êreQ that the ultiaate global objective should be to stabilize greenhouse
gas concentrations at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic
interference with climate.

11. W. strese, as a first step, the need to stabilize, while ensuring sustainable
development of the world econoery, emissions of greenhouse gazes not controlled by
the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. Contributions
should be equitably differentiated according to countries' responsibilities and
their level of development. In this context, we acknowledge efforts already
undertaken by a number of countries to meet this goal.

12.. Taking into account that the developed world is responsible for about:
three quarters of all emissions of greenhouse gases, we welcome the decisions and
coa:sitments undertaken by the European Cosamunity with its Member States, Australia,
kuatria, Canada, finland, Iceland, Japan, New Zealand, Horway, Sweden, Switzerland,
and other developed countries to take actions aimed at stabilizing their emissions
of C02, or C02 and other greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal
Protocol, by the year 2000 in general at 1990 level, yet recognizing the
differences in approach and in starting-point in the formulation of the above
targets. He also ackaowledge the initiatives of some other developed countries
rhich will have positive effects on limiting emissions of greenhouse gases. We
yrce all developed countries to establish targets and/or feasible national
programes or strategies which will have significant effects on limiting emissions
of greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol.

We acknoxledQe, however, thnt•tbose developed countries with as yet relatively
low energy consumption (measured on a per capita or other appropriate basis) which

/...
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can be reasonably erpected to grow, and some countries with economies in

transition, may establish targets, progrann+ea and/or strategies that acconraodate

socio-economic gro.r`th, while improving the energy efficiency of their economic
activities.

13. We urge developed countries, befors the 1992 United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, to analyas the feasibility of and options for, and, as
appropriate in light of these analyses, to devslop programmes, strategies and/or
targets for a staged approach for achieving reductions of all greenhouse gas
emissions not controlled by the Montrsal Protocol, including carbon dioxide,
methane and nitrous oxide, over the nezt two decades and beyond.

14. We recommend that in the elaboration of rssponse strategies, over time, all
greenhouse gases, sources and sinks be considered in the most comprehensive manner
possible and also that limitation and adaptation measures be addressed.

15. We recoenize that developing countriss have as their main priority alleviating
poverty and achieving social and economic devslopm•ent and that their net enissions

must grow from their, as yet, relatively low •nergy consumption to aceoee:e ►odate
their development needs. Narrowing the gap betreen the developed and the
developing world would provide'a basis for a full partnership of all nations and
would assist the developing countries in dealing with the climate change issue. To
enable developing countries to s.est incremental costs required to take the
neceasary measures to'addrsss climate change and sea-level rise, consistent with
their development needs, we reconmend that adequate and additional financial
resources should be mobilized and beat available environmentally sound technologies

transferred expeditiously on a fair and most favourable basis. Developing
countries also should, within the limits feasible, take action in this regard.

16. The specific difficulties of those countries, particularly developing
countries, whose economies are highly.dependent on fossil fuel production and
ezportation, as a consequence of action taken on limiting greenhouse gas emissions,

ahould be taken into account.

17. We recorrenend that consideration should be given to the need for funding
facilities, including the proposed World Bank/UHEP/IINDP Global Environmental
Facility, a clearing-house mechanism and a new possible international fund composed
of adequate additional and timely financial resources and institutional
arrangements for developing countrieat taking into account existing multilateral

and bilateral mechanisms and approaches. Such funding should be related to the

implementation of the framework convention on climate change and any other related
instruments that might be agresd upon. In the mean time, developed countries are
urged to co-operate with developing countries to support ieno ►ediate action in
addressing climate change including sea -'level rise without imposing any new

conditionality on developing countries.

18. We recocrcnend further that resources be assessed. Such assessments, to be

conducted as soon as possible, should include country studies and mechanisms to

meet the financing needs identified, taking note of the approaches developed under

the Montreal Protocol.

/...
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19. Financial resources channelled to developing countries should, inter alick, be 

directed to 

(i) Promoting efficient use of energy, development of lower and 
non-greenhouse gas emitting energy technologies and paying special 
attention to safe and clean new and renewable sources of energy; 

(ii) Arranging expeditious transfer of the best available environmentally 
sound technology on a fair and most favourable basis to developing 
countries and promoting rapid development of such technology in these 

countries; 

(iii) Co-operating with developing countries to enable their full participation 
in international meetings on climate change; 

(iv) Enhancing atmospheric, oceanic and terrestrial observational networks, 
particularly in developing countries, to facilitate conducting research, 
monitoring and assessment of climats  change and the impact on those 
countries; 

(v) Rational forest management practices and agricultural techniques which 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

(vi) Enhancing the capacity of developing countries to develop programmes to 
address climate change, including research and development activities and 
public awareness and education. 

Funding should also be directed to the creation of regional centres to 
organize information networks on climate change in developing countries. 

20. Xppropriate economic instruments may offer the potential for achieving 
environmental improvements in a cost-effective manner. The adoption of any form of 
economic or regulatory measures would require careful and substantive analyses. We 
recoffenend  that relevant policies make use of economic instruments appropriate to 
each country's socio-economic conditions in conjunction with a balanced mix of 
regulatory approaches. 

21. We rote  that energy production and use account for nearly half of the enhanced 
radiative forcing resulting from  han  activities and is projected to increase 
substantially in the absence of appropriate response actions. We recooniise  the 
promotion of energy efficiency as the most cost-effective immediate measure. in 
many countries, for reducing energy-related emissions of carbon dioxide, methane, 
nitrous oxide and other greenhouse gases and ozone precursors, while other safe 
options such as no or lower greenhouse gas emitting energy sources should also be 
pursued. These principles apply to all energy sectors. Transport energy use 
attracts special attention of many of us in the light of its role in many developed 
countries and of its expected importance in many developing countries. 

22. We recognize  that there is no single quick-fix technological option for 
limiting greenhouse gas emissions. However, we are convinced  that technological . 

J .. . 
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innovation as well as individual and social behaviour and institutional adaptations 
is a key element of any long-term strategy that deals with climate change in a way 
that meets the goal of sustainable development. .Therefore, we urge  all countries. 
the developed countries in particular, to intensify their efforts and international 
co-operation in technological research, development and dissemination of 
appropriate and environmentally sound technologies, including the reassessment and 
improvement of existing technologies and the introduction of new technologies. 

23. We urge  that environmentally sound and safe technologies be utilized by all 
sectors in all countries to the fullest extent possible and further urge  all 
countries, developed and developing, to identify and take effective measures to 
remove barriers to the dissemination of such technologies. To this end, the best 
available environmentally sound and safe technologies should be transferred to 
developing countries expeditiously on a fair and most favourable basis. 

24. We rote  that the conservation of the world's forests in their role as 
reservoirs of carbon along with other measures are of considerable importance for 
global climatic stability, keeping in mind the important role of forests in the 
conservation of biological diversity and the protection of soil stability and of 
the hydrological system. We recognize  the need to reduce the rate of deforestation 
in consonance with the objective of sustained yield development and to enhance the 
potential of the wnr1d's forests through improved management of existing forests 
and through vigorous programmes of reforestation and afforestation, and to support 
financially the developing countries in this regard through enhanced and 

• well-co-ordinated international co-operation including strengthening Tropical 
Forest Action Plan (TFAP) and International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO). 
We recommend  that the protection and management of boreal, temperate, sub-tropical 
and tropical forest ecosystems must be well-co-ordinated and preferably compatible 
vith other possible types of action related to reduction of emission of greenhouse 
gases, rational utilization of biological resources, provision of financial - 
resources, and the need for more favourable market conditions for timber and timber 
products. The developing countries should be able to realize increased revenue 
from these forests and forest products. 

25. We also recognize  that forests and forest products play a key social and 
economic role in many nations and communities. We recognize  that States have, in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of 
international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to 
their own environmental policies, and the responsibility to ensure that activities 
within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment of 
other States or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. 

26. We recommend  that appropriate precautionary and control measures be developed 
and implemented at regional, subregional and country levels as appropriate to 
counter the increasing degradation of land, water, genetic and other productive 

resource bases by drought, desertification and land degradation. 

Observatories on climate and climate change and observatories on ecosystems 

should be encouraged to work together on drought risks consequences. 
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Studies must be undertaken on drought and desertification.

We stress that stepped-up financial and scientific contributions be provided
to facilitate these efforts.

27. We recommend that similar measures be adopted to address the particular
problems and needs, including funding, of low-lying coastal and small vulnerable
island countries, some of whose very existence is placed at risk by the
consequences of climate change.

III. GLOBAL FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

28. We call'for negotiations on a framework convention on climate change to begin
without delay after a decision is taken by the forty-fifth session of the General
Assembly of the United Nations recommending ways, means and modalities for further
pursuing these negotiations. Taking note of all the preparatory work, particularly
the recommendations adopted on 26.September 1990 by the Ad Hoc working group of
government representatives and regional economic integration organizations to
prepare for negotiations on a framework convention on climate change, we urge all
countries and regional economic integration organizations to join in these
negotiations and reco ize that it is highly desirable that an effective framework
convention on climate change, containing appropriate commitments, and any related
instruments as might be agreed upon on the basis of consensus, be signed in
Rio de Janeiro during the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development. We welcome the offer of the Government of the United States of
America to host the first negotiating meeting.

29. We recommegd that such negotiations take account of the possible elements
compiled by the IPCC, and that the framework convention on climate change be framed
in such a way as to gain the support of the largest possible number of countries
while allowing timely action to be taken. We reaffirm our wish that this
convention contain real commitments by the international community. We stress,
given the complex and multi-faceted nature of the problem of climate change, the
need for new and innovative solutions including the need to meet the special needs
of developing countries.

30. We also welcome the invitations of Thailand and Italy to host workshops,
respectively on the feasibility of forestry options, and on all technologies for
energy production and use and their transfer to developing countries.

31. We believe that a well-informed public is essential for addressing and coping.
with as complex an issue as climate change, and the resultant sea-level rise, and
Urge countries, in particular, to promote the active participation at the national
and when appropriate, regional levels of all sectors of the population in
addressing climate change issues and developing appropriate responses. We also
urge relevant United Nations organizations and programmes to disseminate relevant
information with a view to encouraging as wide a participation as possible.
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Foreword 

There is widespread recognition today that envi-
ronmental protection must be among the highest 
priorities of every business. 

In its milestone 1987 report,  Our  Conunon 
Future, the World Commission on Environment 
and Development (Brundtland Commission), em-
phasized the importance of environmental protec-
tion in the pursuit of sustainable development. 

To help business around the world improve its en-
vironmental performance, the International Cham-
ber of Commerce established a task force of busi-
ness representatives to create this Business Charter 
for Sustainable Development. It comprises sixteen 
principles for environmental management which, 
for business, is a vitally important aspect of sus-
tainable development. 

This Charter will assist enterprises in fulfilling 
their commitment to envirotunental stewardship in 
a comprehensive fashion. It was formally-launched 
in April 1991 at the Second World Industry Con-
ference on Environmental Management. 

Introduction 	  

Sustainable development involves meeting . the 
needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs. 

Economic growth provides the conditions in which 
protection of the environment can best be 
achieved, and environmental protection, in balance 
with other human goals, is necessary to achieve 
growth that is sustainable. 



In turn, versatile, dynamic, responsive and profitable
businesses are required as the driving force for sus-
tainable economic development and for providing
managerial, technical and financial resources to con-
tribute to the resolution of environmentaJ challenges.
Market economies, characterised by entrepreneurial
initiatives, are essential to achieving this.

Business thus shares the view that there should be a
common goal, not a conflict; between economic de-
velopment and environmental protection, both now
and for future generations.

Making market forces work in this way to protect and
improve the quality of the environment - with the
help of performance-based standards and judicious
use of economic instruments in a harmonious regula-
tory framework - is one of the greatest challenges
that the world faces in the next decade.

The 1987 report of the World Commission on Envi-
ronment and Development, "Our Common Future",
expresses the same challenge and calls on the cooper-
ation of business in tackling it. To this end, business
leaders have launched actions in their individual
enterprises as well as through sectoral and cross-
sectoral associations.

In order that more businesses join this effort and that
their environmental• performance continues to im-
prove, the International Chamber of Commerce
hereby calls upon enterprises and their associations to
use the following Principles as a basis for pursuing
such improvement and to express publicly their sup-
port for them.

Note: ?'he term en vironmers! as used in this
document also ncfers to envirbrimentcdly related
aspects of health, safety and product stewarrfship.



Individual programmes developed to implement these 
Principles will reflect the wide diversity among 
enterprises in size and function. 

The objective is that the widest range of enterprises 
commit themselves to improving their environmental 
performance in accordance with these Principles, to 
having in place management practices to effect such 
improvement, to measuring their progress, and to re-
porting this progress as appropriate internally and 
externally. 

Principles 	  

1. Corporate priority 
To recognise environmental management as among 
the highest corporate priorities and as a key determi-
nant to sustainable development; to establish policies, 
programmes and practices for conducting operations 
in an environmentally sound manner. 

2. Integrated management 
To integrate these policies, programmes and practices 
fully into each business as an essential element of 
management in all its functions. 

3. Process of improvement 
To continue to improve corporate policies, pro-
grammes and environmental performance, taking into 
account technical developments, scientific under-
standing, consumer needs and community expecta-
tions, with legal regulations as a starting point; and to 
apply the same environmental criteria internationally. 

4. Ernployee education 
To educate, train and motivate employees to conduct 
their activities in an environmentally responsible 
manner. 



5. Prior assessment 
To assess environmental impacts before startine a 
new activity or project and before decommissit-m-
ing a facility or leaving a site. 

6. Products and services 
To develop and provide products or services that 
have no undue environmental impact and are safe 
in their intended use, that are efficient in their con-
sumption of energy and natural resources, and that 
can be recycled, reuSed, or disposed of safely. 

7. Customer advice 
To advise, and where relevant educate, customers, 
distributors and the public in the safe use, trans-
portation, storage and disposal of products pro-
vided; and to apply similar considerations to the 
provision of services. 

8. Facilities and operations 
To develop, design and operate facilities and con-
duct activities taking into consideration the effi-
cient use of energy and materials, the sustainable 
use of renewable resources, the minimisation of 
adverse environmental impact and waste genera-
tion, and the safe and responsible  disposa] of 
residual wastes. 

9. Research 
To conduct or support research on the environ-
mental impacts of raw materials, products, pro-
cesses, emissions and wastes associated with the 
enterprise and on the means of minimizing such 

• 	0  
adverse impacts. 

10. Precautionary approach 
To modify the manufacture, marketing or use of 
products or services or the conduct of activities, 
consistent with scientific and technical under-
standing, to prevent serious or irreversible envi-
ronmental degradation. 



1 1. ContractorS and suppliers
To promote the adoption of these principles by
contractors acting on behalf of the enterprise, en-
couraging and, where appropriate, requiring im-
provements in their practices to make them con-
sistent with those of the enterprise; and to encour-
age the wider adoption of these principles by sup-
pliers.

12. Emergency preparedness
To develop and maintain, where significant haz-
ards exist, emergency preparedness plans in con-
junction with the emergency services, relevant
authorities and the local community, recognizing
potential transboundary impacts.

13. Transfer of technology
To contribute to the transfer of environmentally
sound technology and management methods
throughout the industrial and public sectors.

14. Contributing to the common effprt
To contribute to the development of public policy
and to business, governmental and intergovern-
mental programmes and educational initiatives that
will enhance environmental awareness and protec-
tion.

15. Openness to concerns
To foster openness ?Lnd dialogue with employees
and the public, anticipating and responding to their
concerns about the potential hazards and impacts
of operations, products, wast;es or services, in-
cluding those of transboundary or global signifi-
cance.

16. Compliance and reporting
To measure environmental performance; to con-
duct regular environmental audits and assessments
of compliance with company requirements, legal
requirements and these principles; and periodically
to provide appropriate information to the Board of
Directors, shareholders, employees, the authorities
and the public.



Support for the Charter 	  

The ICC is undertaking an extensive campaign to 
encourage member companies and others to express 
their support for the Charter. It has also invited 
certain international organizations to provide 
supportive messages. 

A list of these companies, and the messages received 
from international organizations are given in separate 
leaflets which are normally circulated together with 
the Charter. They may also be obtained from ICC 

Headquarters or ICC National Committees in nearly 
60 countries. 

The Business Charter for Sustainable Develop-mant 
adopted by the 64th Session of the 1CC Execxrtive Board °ni t': 
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OECD ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
at 

MINISTERIAL LEVEL 

COMMUNIQUE 

1. The OECD Environment Committee met at Ministerial level in Paris on 30th 
and 31st January 1991 under the chairmanship of Mr G. Ruffolo, Minister of the 
Environment of Italy. The vice-chairmen were: Mr S. Upton, Minister for the 
Environment of New Zealand; Mr F. Nunes Ferreira Real, Minister of Environment 
and Natural Resources of Portugal; Mr V. Dincerler, Minister of State for the 
Environment of Turkey; and Mr R. de Cotret, Minister of Environment of 
Canada. 

2. The Chairman.reported on consultations held the pevious day with 
representatives of OECD's - Business and Industry Advisory Committee (BIAC) and 
Trade Union Advisory Committee (TUAC). Ministers and the Environment 
Commissioner of the European Community(*) stressed the importance of continued 
close co-operation with business and trade unions and the significance of the 
contribution that the social partners could make to the environmental efforts 
of nations. 

3. In their statement on the environmental situation in the Gulf, Ministers. 
condemned Iraq's recourse to the destruction of the environment as a weapon and 
pledged to strengthen the capacity of the international community to prevent 
and confront environmental disasters, taking particular account of the 
situation of developing countries. This would encompass, in co-operation with 
UNE?, the IMO and other relevant international organisations, the strengthening 
of international principles and agreements, and the reinforcing of 
technological and institutional response capacities as well as the possible 
establishment of liability verification and claims settlement procedures. In 
particular, Ministers stressed the urgency of an early and full implementation 
of the IMO Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness Response and Co-operation. 

• Furthermore, they agreed to work urgently, in co-operation with relevant United 
Nations and other bodies, to develop a regularly updated register of 
information on technological and institutional response capacities. 

All.subsequent references to "Ministers" also include the Environment 
Commissioner of the EC. 
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ENVIRONME?rTAL POLICYMAKING IN THE 1990s

4. The international community faces formidable environmental challenges in

the coming decade. OECD Environment Ministers agreed that meeting them

successfully will require moving well beyond the "identify and repair" approach

of the 1970s, and the "anticipate and prevent" strategy of the 1980s, into an

era of environmental management based on longer-term, strategic planning and

closer international co-operation.

5. Since Ministers last met in 1985, the World Commission on Environment
and Development has provided a compelling, new conceptual framework for
managing the world environment, based on "sustainable development".
Stratospheric ozone depletion and the threat of climate change have expanded
the scope of environmental concerns to global dimensions. And, there has been
a worldwide movement toward market-based, democratic societies, with the
political and economic reform process underway today in Eastern and Central
Europe the most striking manifestation. This array of issues and conditions --
the new "environmental problemat.ique" -- pose daunting challenges for
policy-makers in OECD and other nations, but they also offer opportunities for
environmental improvement which were unimaginable just a few years ago.

6. Ministers recognised that environmental policymaking in the coming
decade must be particularly sensitive to international considerations. Today,
decisions on national environmental issues often have direct or rippling
effects that impinge on environmental or economic interests beyond national
boundaries and on international investment and trade. Increasingly,
environmental issues must be addressed on a bilateral or regional basis, and
global-scale problems require global solutions.

7. The economics of enviropmental policymaking will take on special
importance. Budgetary constraints on governments will require skilful use of
human, financial and technical resources to ensure that, from the outset,
they are targeted at the highest priority risks to human health and ecological
stability. Costs and benefits of proposed environmental policies will have to
be defined with more precision, over both the short and long terms, including
the consequences of inaction. Full integration of environmental and economic
policies will have to be pursued vigorously.in all major economic sectors.

8. The challenge of the complex interaction of poverty, population growth
and environmental degradation in the developinQ world must be âttacked with new
vision and policies, and with additional resources, if investments in economic
development are not to be undercut, and if the developing world is to be able
to join other nations in tackling global environmental threats.

9. Ministers recognised the special responsibility of OECD-nations in the
international community, the pressures their economies place on the
environment, their ability to bring a unique array of experience and knowledge
gained from two decades of work on environmental problems around the world, as
well as the financial and technological resources they command.
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10. Ministers agreed that mobilising the public support and resourcerz to 

pursue environmental goals successfully in the 1990s will require environmental 
policies that are sensitive and attuned to the broader economic and  social 
aspirations of the citizens of each nation or region. It will also require 
demonstrating convincingly that a healthy enVironffient and a healthy economy are 

fully.compatible objectives, and that they are essential elements in a strategy 
for sustainable development. 

THE UNFINISHED AGENDA 

11. Ministers reviewed current environmental conditions and trends, drawing 
on a new OECD St.âtt_çf ltue_l_rir _p.zonmçnt Rep_o_t.r, and were encouraged by progress 
being made on many fronts in OECD countries. Some of the major pollutants of 
the air and water are in decline; advancements are being made in energy 
efficiency, raw materials conservation, and in waste management and disposal 
technologies; and forests, wetlands, wilderness areas and wildlife are under 
improved management in most OECD nations. Ministers felt fhat they are now 
seeing substantial dividends from-past investments in environmental science and 
education, from technological innovation by industry,  and from the impact of 
environmentally-conscious citizens in the marketplace. 

12. Ministers stressed, however, that much remains to be done. Successes 
are far too limited, both in scope and collective impact. Serious air and 
water quality problems persist in virtually all OECD countries; fertile soils, 
forests, wetlands, biological diversity and coastal areas need a greater 
measure of protection; environmental deterioration is diminishing the quality 
of urban and rural life in too many locations; and millions of citizens 
continue to be exposed to high levels of environmental risk in the workplace. 
Ministers noted with concern that ground gained earlier in improving air 
quality in major OECD cities is being losr, and that urban residents face 
increasing levels of noise pollution and traffic congestion. 

13. Particular concern was expressed by the Ministers about .global -scale  
environmental problems.  Ozone depletion, climate change, marine pollution. 
deforestation, desertification and soil degradation, and loss of biological 
diversity, all raise unprecedented challenges for the international community. 
While management costs to individual nations are likely to be high and 
immediate, the benefits are more difficult to establish and often will accrue 
only over the long term, and then possibly mainly to other nations and regions. 

14. Ministers noted with deep concern that most  •non-OECD nations,  containing 
the vast majority of the world's citizens, are experiencing poor and 
deteriorating environmental conditions .  Any meaningful environmental strategy 
for the Coming decade must squarely confront this  situation. 
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MEETING THE CHALLENGES 

15. To confront the array of local , national, regional and global-scale 
environmental problems in the decade ahead. Ministers agreed that OECD nations 
should pursue a three-part strategy: (i) integrating economic and environmental 
decision-making; (ii) improving environmental performance at home and within 
the OECD region; and (iii) strengthening international co-operation. 

Integrating Economic and Environmental Decision-Making 

16. Ministers affirmed that a key to sustainable development, and thus to 
ensuring sound environmental management, lies in the full integration of 
economic and environmental policies. They proposed the following principles to 
guide action by OECD governments: 

o There is a fundamental link between economic growth and the 
environment. -Economic-and  environmental policies cannot be made and 
implemented in isolation; 

o Environmental considerations must be brought to bear systematically on 
economic policy-making; 

o Conversely, sound economic analysis of costs and benefits and their 
distribution, coupled with scientific assessment of relative risks, is 
the optimal basis for setting priorities among environmental goals and 
choices; 

o Compatibility between environmental and sectoral economic policies 
should be a central objective of policymakers; and subjected to 
continuous monitoring and evaluation; 

o Economic instruments, used in conjunction with regulation, are 
important tools for achieving policy integration; 

o International consultation and coordination is essential to ensure 
that national environmental policies, whether regulatory or 
market-based, do not give rise to unwarranted or inappropriate 
constraints to national competitiveness-and internatidnal trade. 

17. 	Ministers called for improved policy integration in all economic sectors. 
They welcomed efforts by a growing number of specialised governmental 
departments to strengthen their capacity for environmental analysis and 
planning; and urged OECD to continue to examine government policies which might 
conflict with environmentally sustainable development. Ministers underlined the 
need for governments to identify and eliminate those subsidies, taxes or other 
market interventions that distort the use -Uf environmenta l. resources, thereby 
impacting adversely on environmental policy objectives. 
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18. Minister^ identlfled foui sectors in which improved policy integration

and a cons;-stent aplicatior, of the Polluter-Pays Principle offer substantiaJ

rewards:

- Energy: Economic growth, energy security and environmental protection

can all be advanced through sustained progress in improving energy efficiency

and conservation, developing cleaner fuels, promoting alternative and renewable

energy sources, and modifying energy pricing structures. Ministers welcomed the

high priority that OECD and the International Energy Agency have assigned to

these needs.

- Agriculture: Both environmental and agricultural goals should be

pursued within the context of agricultural reform, the goal being to move

rapidly toward "environment friendlier", sustainable agricultural practices.

There is particular need to introduce low-energy. low polluting systems based on
new technologies; and prices for agricultural inputs that reflect more fully
their environmental costs..

- Transport: Growth in't7^e transport sector is placing heavy pressures
on the environment. Policy responses are thus required which involve. inter
alia, introduction of cleaner, quieter, safer and more efficient motor vehicles:
new approaches to public transport: and innovative traffic management systems.
Ministers welcomed the efforts of the European Conference of Ministers of
Transport to promote inclusion of environmental concerns in transport policy.

- Coastal Zone Management: Conflicting demands for scarce resources in
the oceans and coastal areas require comprehensive land-use planning and
integrated resource management strategies. There is a need for continued and
improved protection of coastal waters from pollution as well as renewed efforts
to respect conservation regimes in order to ensure the sustainability of fishing
resources. Environmental degradation and unsustainable fishing practices in
coastal waters and on the oceans impact on living marine resources, and
Ministers reaffirmed their support for international co-operation in the
conservation of these resources.

19. Successful policy integration, and the attainment of sustainable
development, is critically dependent on assigning Rrices to raw•materials. goods
and services that better reflect their full environmental and social costs.
Ministers called upon the OECD to continue its work on pricing policy, in
particular to assess the economic and énvironmental.consequenees of modified
prices, including the implications for trade and industry.

20. Ministers welcomed, and strongly supported. the recent expansion in OECD
countries of the use of economic instruments (e.g., taxes, charges and tradeable
permits) to achieve environmental objectives. Economic instruments can provide
strong incentives for technological innovation and behavioural change, and offer
good prospects for achieving environmental objectives in a cost-efficient
manne-r. Ministers endorsed a set of "OECD Guidelines" to assist Member
countries make more effective and widespread use of economic instruments. They
urged the OECD to promote and monitor their use by governments, and to carry out
detailed analyses of country experiences to establish the best practical
applications of various instruments, including application to transboundary and

envi ronmental :roblem...
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21. Tax reform may offer good opportunities for promoting the use of economic 
instruments. A number of OECD governments are considering changes in their  tax 
sYstems specifically to achieve environmental objectives ,  including the 
introduction of environmental charges and the reduction of other taxes to 
increase overall efficiency and public acceptability. Ministers called upon the 
OECD to examine possibilities for adapting taxation systems to achieve both 
socio-economic and environmental objectives without excessive administrative 
complexity. 

22. Ministers agreed that government regulation will continue to be an 
important tool for environmental policy-making. Regulatory approaches will, 
however. have to be continually reviewed and modified to keep pace with evolving 
approaches to environmental protection. These include the growing emphasis on 
comprehensive strategies. embodying such concepts as integrated pollution 
prevention and control, life cycle management and integrated natural resource 
management. Ministers emphasized the need to utilise economic instruments and 
regulation in an integrated, reinforcing fashion. 

23. Ministers agreed that industry  has a major role to play in meeting the 
environmental challenges of the 1990s, and were encouraged by growing evidence 
that environmental protection makes good business sense, even in the short term. 

They welcomed the expanding use of voluntary agreements between government and 
industry. These can encourage enterprises to go beyond requirements of 
anticipated government regulation, with potentially significant benefits for 
society. 

24. Ministers noted the growing importance of consumer opinion and consumer  
choice  in influencing market trends, business practices and technology 
innovation toward environmentally friendlier products and production processes. 

They agreed that industry, consumer and environmental groups, and governments 
should collaborate to provide reliable information about the environmental 
aspects of commercial products. They welcomed "eco-labelling" programmes, and 
encouraged the OECD to promote information exchange in this field. 

25. Ministers noted the need to provicle both policymakers and the public with 
better tools for assessing environmental conditions and tracking progress toward 
environmental goals. They Welcomed OECD's work on environmental indicators  
which can depict relationships between economic and environmental variables, and 
noted with satisfaction efforts of Member countries to develop complementary 
indicators at the national level. ffinisters endorsed an OECD "Recommendation on 
Environmental Information and Indicators" designed to promote greater attention 
by governments to this subject; and proposed that the Organisation orient its 
future work toward development and promulgation of key sets of indicators for 
national economies as a whole. and for distinct economic sectors. 

26. Ministers also agreed on the desirability of expanding the System of  
National Accountz  so that they fully reflect environmental and natural resource 
conditions and trends. They urged the OECD to continue its work in this field. 
in co-operation with the United Nations Statistical Office and the World Bank. 
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and to assist Mpmber countries with a f i rst stage effort which shou id
development of natural iesource accounts and complementarv
arrcunts. and linking flhem to P^•cmomif, sii^rilVsis :1nd foiPr_;tsting morl-l

27. International trade was singled out by Ministers for special ar-tention.

In an increasingly interdependent world. environmental policies are likely to

impact on levels and patterns of trade: and there is growing use of trade

policy instruments for achieving environmental policy objectives. On the other

hand, trade policy can have important environmental implications. Ministers

called upon the OECD to identify and analyse the key trade-environment issues.

particularly in relation to GATT principles and procedures. and to report to the

OECD Ministerial Council in June with initial views on how the goals of

protection of the environment and a dynamic international trading system can

concurrently be achieved.

Improvin g Environmental Performance at Home

28. Pursuing the unfinished environmental agenda will re9uire intensified and
new efforts by OECD governments across the spectrum of environmental problems
confronting their societiés.- Recen`t progress must be extended and broadened to
protect citizens from environmental risks to health, to conserve natural
resources, to safeguard and protect important natural areas, and to help ensure

that the basic life support systems of Planet Earth are not endangered. All
economic sectors must be engaged and held accountable for the environmental
consequences of their activities. Responsibility must also be broadly shared
among government at all levels, private industry and labour unions, the science
and education communities, environmental organisations and individual citizens.

29. Ministers welcomed the development by many OECD governments of
comprehensive national environmental plans. These were viewed as useful. tools

for setting priorities, for broadening public awareness and debate, and for
promoting economic and environmental policy integration.

30. Ministers agreed on the desirability of reviewing more systematically the
performance of individual OECD countries in meeting domestic environmental
policy objectives and international commitments. They welcomed OECD's recent

decision to include environment as a structural reform topic in its country
economic reviews. The Ministers endorsed, as a major new initiative. the
redirection of efforts by the OECD to start environmental policy performance
reviews of Member countries. Ministers agreed that the initial phase should
involve an elaboration of the scope, objectives, regource implications and
modalities of such a review programme, and a comprehensive gathering of
comparable information on policies and conditions in Member countries to
establish a baseline, reflected in indicators.

31. Ministers also invited the OECD to examine other ways in which
governments of Member countries might appropriately strengthen their
environmental performances in the 1990s. Aspects to be cônsideredinclude:
management of government-owned or -operated facilities: procurement policies
for goods and services; product labelling programmes: environmental impact
assessment; and government interaction with private sector institutions and the
pl-IDl;c. This might lead to a set of common °guldellnes° for good envlronm°_ntal

prac-_ces by governments.
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32. As a cornerstone of an OECD country environmental strategy for the 19903.
Ministers committed themselves to work toward asiQnificant reduction of the
overall nollution burden in the region over the decade. They felt that new
pollution control strategies and emerging "cleaner" technologies offer good
possibilities for significant progress in the years immediately ahead.

33. In that regard, Ministers attached great importance to strengthening
efforts to reduce risks from man-made chemicals in the environment. They noted
with satisfaction OECD's long-standing programme to ensure that chemical testing
is carried out effectively and efficiently, and to develop principles and
methodologies for chemical risk assessment and reduction. Ministers agreed that

this work.should be accelerated, in co-operation with Member governments and
with industry, to reduce furthei the adverse environmental and human health
effects of selected chemicals of concern, taking into account the economic
consequences as well as the risks of proposed substitutes.

34. Ministers assigned high priority to the reduction of hazardous air
pollutants, particularly in urban areas. They invited the OECD to work toward a
comprehensive and integrated control strategy for Member countries which could
be extended internationally, taking into account best available control
technology and their different environmental conditions. This should be carried

out in close coordination with other international organisations.

35. Ministers emphasized the important role technology must play in meeting
future environmental challenges, noting that OECD countries have a unique
capability for technological innovation and diffusion that must be brought to
bear more forcefully in the quest for "clean" economic growth. They welcomed
OECD's new "Programme on Technology and Environment" which is examining policies
governments might use to stimulate and assist the private sector to introduce

cleaner technology; and also the high priority that the International Energy
Agency has assigned to energy technology innovation and diffusion. Other Areas
where innovative technology could yield important benefits include: development
and application of safe biotechnology to environmental management; prevention

of accidents involving hazardous substances; waste minimisation; energy

efficiency; and the acquisition of improved environmental information by space

technologies.

36. Ministers stressed the importance of the Life Cycle Management concept
for reducing environmental risk and conserving natural resources. By assessing
the entire life cycles of substances and products, a basis can be established
for identifying those parts of the life cycle whare pollution and waste can be
controlled in the most cost-effective manner.

37. To provide direction and impetus for an intensified attack on the
pollution burden in OECD countries in the decade ahead, Ministers endorsed three

new OECD Acts:

i) "Co-operative Investigation and Risk Reduction for Existing

Chemicals" -- calls on Member countries to cooperate in evaluating

and reducing risks from certain selected chemicals.
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ii) "Integrated Pollution Prevenrion and Control" -. recommnds more,  

comprehensive approaches to environmental management. including 
integration of risk reduction measures and consistency in legal. 
administrative and institutional approaches. 

iii) "Reduction of Transfrontier Movements of Wastes" -- requires OECD 
countries to take further steps to limit transfrontier waste 
movements, to work toward disposal in their own territories,  and 
otherwise co-operate in additional measures to achieve 
environmentally sound waste management. 

38. Ministers reaffirmed that the precautibnarv princi,ple  will guide their 
approach when confronted by threats of serious or irreversible environmental 
damage, i.e., that lack of full scientific certainty will not be used as a 
reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation. At the 
same time, they agreed on the central role that science  plays in environmental 

decision-making, and that OECD governments should strengthen their efforts to 
support and encourage the internatIonal science community to assess 
environmental risks to human health and natural ecosystems. and to promote a 
full and open exchange of environmental data and information. 

39. Well-educated voters. consumers and citizens.ut-large  are crucial to 
successful environmental management in democratic societies. Ministers attached 
high priority to expanding and strengthening environmental education  at all 
levels, in particular to ensure that young people, and the future generations 
they represent, are sensitive to environmental values and risks. They also 
noted the important role that non-governmental environmental organisations are 
playing in promoting informed public opinion about environmental issues and 
values, and in helping governments identify and evaluate policy options. 

International Co-  operation 

40. OECD Environment Ministers agreed that strengthening co - ugration with 
non-Member countries  must  be a central element of their strategy for the 1990s. 
They believed that it is essential to help other nations with environmental 
rehabilitation and protection; to support their efforts to integrate 
environmental and economic development policies; and to encourage and assist 
their co-operation in confronting regional and global-scale environmental 
problems. Such co-operation and support is to the metual benefit of all 
countries, and should be seen as an extension of national environmental policies 
in a regional and global perspective. 

41. Ministers were united in their strong commitment to help the nations of 
Eastern and Central Europe  deal with the extremely serious environmental 
problems they face. It is important that environmental goals are integrated 
into the process of economic-reform at the outset. rather than addressed later 
as "add-ons". 	Ministers believed that OECD. by virtue of its considerable 
experience with policy integration, is well placed to contribute, particularly 
through its new Centre for Co-operation with European Economies in Transition. 
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They also urged OECD to strengthen its co-operation with the UN Economic 
Commission for Europe to pursue regional environmental policy coordination. 
including the possible conduct of policy reviews. 

4 1 . 	Ministers welcomed the roles being played by the G-24 PHARE Pro-gramme, 
the European Communities, the World Bank, the CSCE and the UNECE in supporting 
environmental rehabilitation in Eastern and Central Europe. They also welcomed 
the inclusion of environmental improvement in the mandate of the new European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. Given the need to ensure maximum 
impact from available financial and technical resources, I.Unisters considered it 
important to achieve an efficient division of labour among the bilateral and 
multilateral institutions which will be providing environmental assistance. 

43. Ministers agreed that OECD 	 sector 	have good 
opportunities, and also the responsibility ,  to contribute to environmental 
improvement through their engagements and investments in non-Member countries. 
Industrial firms, in particular. should develop and abide by codes of conduct 
that require high standards of environmental protection, and also demonstrate in 
their activities that clean economic growth is possible. 

44. Ministers welcomed recent efforts by OECD countries to expand support for 
environmental assistance to developing countriez.  They stressed that all 
programmes and projects of bilateral and multilateral development organisations 
should be consistent with sustainable development goals, and that systematic 
application.of environmental impact assessment instruments is essential. 

45. Ministers agreed that OECD governments must confront, with new 
commitments and adequate resources. the pressing issues of resource availability 
and technology transfer for environmental improvement in developing countries. 
In this regard Ministers welcomed the provision of additional funds, inter alia, 
within the framework of the World Bank/UNEP/UNDP Global Environment Facility, 
the establishment of a special fund under the Montreal Protocol on Stratospheric 
Ozone Depletion and the expanding use of "Debt-for-Nature-Swaps", all designed 
to help developing countries participate in addressing environmental problems. 
They emphasized the need for any such funding mechanism to make rational use of 
existing professional and administrative resources. They stressed, at the same 
time, the importance of continuing to reinforce existing international financial 
institutions to support environmental management in non-OECD countries. 

46. The Environment Ministers indicated that they will join OECD Development 
Co-operation Ministers in an examination of these end other key , issues within 
the broader context of how environment and development goals can be concurrently 
advanced in the 1990s. This will be'launched with a Joint High-level Meeting on 
Development and Environment the day following this Ministerial (1st February 
1991). followed by a joint ministerial-level meeting in December 1991. 

47. International co-operation is critical to coping successfully with 
£lobal-scale  environmental problems and risks in the 1990s and beyond. None can 
be solved by OECD nations working alone,  or even collectively. Ministers noted 
that their governments are addressing the issues through the United Nations 
Environment Programme and in 2 variety of other international fora. as well as 
through their domestic programmes, but agreed that these efforts must be 
streng,-:hened. 
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48. Ministers welcomed the successful outcome of the Second World f;).imate-

Conference. They pledged their support for the development of an effective

framework convention on climate change containing appropriate commitments. and

any related instruments as might be agreed on the basis of consensus. in time

for signature in 1992 in Brazil at the UN Conference on Environment and

Development. They agreed that OECD can play an important role by helping
clarify the economic aspects of the climate change threat and possible response

strategies; and they welcomed OECD's current effort to model the likely

macro-economic consequences, for different nations and regions. of alternative
approachesto reducing emissions of carbon dioxide. Ministers emphasized that,
to cope successfully with the threat of climate change. the industrialised
countries must take-the lead by reducing their contributions to global net
emissions of greenhouse gases, and by co-operating with developing countries to
enable them to take the necessary measures to address climate change and to
control emissions of greenhouse gases in ways consistent with their economic
development. _

49. Ministers pledged their strong support for the 1992 United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development. This event will provide an
opportunity for a renewal of international commitment to sound environmental
management, and to seek a consensus on goals and priorities for the 1990s and
beyond, as a basis for agreed commitments for concrete action. They urged the
OECD to contribute its experience and insights in the environment and
development fields, particularly with respect to their interrelationships and
policy integration.

+ + + + + + + + + +

50. Ministers agreed to review at their next meeting the work called for at
this meeting, and to re-examine OECD environmental strategy in light of the
outcome of the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development.
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( 6 ) 

February 26, 1991 
Espoo, Finland 

Espoo Ministerial Declaration 
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 



ESPOO MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

The ministers and Senior Officials attending the Fourth
Session of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental
and Water Problems at Espoo (Finland) from 23 to 26 February 1991,
in the light of the Charter of the 1990 Paris CSCE Summit Meeting,
in order to foster international co-operation and co-ordination in
the field of the environment to accelerate mutual assistance and to
reinforce the work of Senior Advisers on Environmental and Water
Problems :

1. Give their full support to the implementation of the ECE
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary
Context and the Resolution related to this Convention. Thereby they
emphasize the necessity to co-operate on an interim basis on such
questions as may be deemed important pending the entry into force
of the Convention. They also stress the usefulness of bringing
closer together their national policies and strategies in relation
to environmental impact assessment.

2. Stress the role of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe as a forum for developing regional environmental policies.
They reiterate with appreciation the decision 0 (45) by the
Commission on the activities of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe, whereby the Commission reconfirmed the
environment to be among its priority areas. They agree on the
priority accorded to the implementation of, and to follow-up
activities related to, the international legal instruments which
have already been adopted or are under negotiation by Senior
Advisers on Environmental and Water Problems, namely the Convention
on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution and the Convention on
Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, as well
as the draft Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International lakes and the draft Convention on
Transboundary Impact Assessment of Industrial Accidents.

3. Express their support for the ongoing work of the Executive
Body for the Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution,
on the development of additional international agreements to
further reduce sulphur dioxide and- nitrogen oxides emissions as
well as of a protocol on VOC emission control on its ninth session.

4. Stress the importance of harmonized improvements of the
environmental situation for the ECE region. In this respect they
emphasize the importance of different bilateral and multilateral
assistance programmes, and of the activities.of the ECE, aimed at
the reduction of environmental pollution and the promotion of
sustainable development in countries with economies in transition,
and note the contribution they have to make in promoting the reform
and integration or reintegration of these countries with the



econômies of the ECE region and therefore with the global economy.

5. Stress the importance of addressing regional environmental
problems through them United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe. To this end they consider it important, on the basis of the
Bergen Ministerial Declaration and the ECE decision 0 (45), to
integrate further environmental considerations into the work of the
relevant bodies of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe, and to reinforce the work of the Senior Advisers on
Environmental and Water Problems.

6. Agree that the Senior Advisers.on Environmental and Water
Problems, when developing a revised environmental agenda in
accordance with ECE decision 0 (45), should take into account the
following measures aimed at promoting the implementation of the
Bergen Ministerial Declaration, the principles and proposals
contained therein and pertinent decisions of ECE, including :

a) The integration
policies;

b) Fostering the
transport and energy

of environmental and economic objectives and

linkages between environment, technology,
policies;

c) The accelerated application of up-to-date and new
environmental technologies;

d) Steps to attack pollution at source by shifting from pollution
control to waste and pollution minimization;

e) Monitoring the state of the environment throughout the ECE
region in close co-operation with appropriate international bodies
such as the European Environmental Agency (EEA); "

f) Promoting the use of economic instruments;

g) Improvements in public participation and public awareness
raising;

h) Enhanced access to environmental information;

i) Steps-to strengthen the implementation of and to enhance co-
ordinated international commitments developed within the ECE, the
monitoring of compliance with such commitments and mutual.
assistance.

7. Welcome the recommendation in the January 1991 OECD
Ministerial Communiqué to co-operate closely with the OECD to
extend the proposed OECD environmental policy performance reviews
to the rest of the ECE région.

8. Give their full support to the enhancement of regional
environmental co-ordination and co-operation between ECE and such
organizations and institutions as the Conference on Security and



Co-operation in Europe (CSCE), the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), the European Economic Community 
(EEC) and the Council of Europe (CE) in particular. In this respect 
they stress the importance of the role played by EEC in 
implementing relevant decisions in the field of the environment 
made by the States participating in the CSCE and welcome the 
mutually beneficial co-operative arrangements between the ECE and 
OCDE. Furthermore, they consider it advisable, in due course, to 
study in more detail in which fields, and how, - the co-ordination 
and co-operation could best be pursued to ensure a meaningful 
decision of labour in the field of the protection of the 
environment in the ECE region. 

9. Recognize fully the special responsibility of the ECE member 
countries in relation to global environmental problems and are 
ready to take a lead in the effort towards solving these problems 
and to assist developing countries in their environmental and 
development efforts focusing their intervention on the 1992 United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development and, in 
particular, on the -esirability of completing the framework 
convention on clima.-z, change in  time  for signing at that 
Conference. In this context, they give their full support to the 
full involvement of non-governmental organizations in co-operation 
on environmental issues at national, regional and global levels. 



PREFACE

Environmental issues are at forefront of the international
agenda. Every month, new and important declarations and
agreements are reached in international bodies, dealing with
environmental issues. Keeping up with the pace of international
environmental diplomacy is a challenging task.

In August 1990, we released our first reference book of
environmental declarations and agreements entitled "The
International Environment". The response to this inititiative
was so positive that we have decided to bring out a second
volume, covering new declarations and agreements reached in the
past twelve months. The following volume is not intended to be
exhaustive or definitive. However, we hope that both students
and pratictioners of environmental diplomacy will find it a
useful reference guide.

Environment Division,
Department of External Affairs
and International Trade,
Ottawa

August 1991
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Tlatelolco Platform on Environment and Development 

Meeting at Mexico City from 4 to 7 March 1991, the ministers and 
representatives of the Latin American and Caribbean countries members of ECLAC 
participating in the Regional Preparatory Meeting for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development: 

1. Reaffirm  the significance of United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 44/228 concerning environment and development in the search for a 
new, just and equitable international order, as well as that of 
resolutions 45/211 and 45/212; also reaffirm the Declaration of Brasilia and 
the call for action made by the Seventh Ministerial Meeting and request the 
countries of the region, the developed countries and international bodies to 
give the firmest support to the implementation of the Action Plan for the 
Environment in Latin America and the Caribbean; and welcome the ECLAC document 
El desarrollo sustentable: transformaci6n productiva, equidad y medio  
ambiente  (Sustainable development: productive change, equity and 
environment), and the report of the Commission on Development and Environment 
in Latin America and the Caribbean entitled Nuestro propia agenda (Our own 
agenda); 

2. Express  their deep concern at the marked deterioration in the state 
of the environment and the serious degradation of global ecosystems which have 
occurred in the 20 years since the adoption of the Stockholm Declaration, a 

degradation which is closely linked to the unsustainable development models 
that have prevailed, particularly in the developed countries; 

3. Emphasize  the region's significant achievements in strengthening 
democratic processes, preserving peace and promoting respect for human rights; 

4. Recognize that, despite the great  efforts .made  to overcome the 
economic crisis, the underlying causes of the region's economic and social 
problems, including the problem of external debt, continue to exist, leading 
to an alarming decline in the living standard of the majority of the 
population and an increase rh subsistence below the poverty threshold, as well 
as a deterioration in the quality of the environment. Without a just and 
lasting solution to the problem of external debt, the Latin Amerigan and 
Caribbean countries will be unable to achieve economic and social development 
that is sustained and environmentally'sustainablel 

5. Also recognize  the specific characteristics and vulnerability 
associated with the size of the small island States in respect of the 
vicissitudes of the global environmental-and economic climate; 

6. Emphasize that the sustainable development which is needed to 
reverse this degradation requires an effort involving the entire international 
community. The main input to this effort must come from the regions that are 
more highly developed and have greater resources, on the basis of their 
greater responsibility for the global process of environmental degradation; 

7. Stress that, in the context of this glopal effort, the region 
highlights the contribution it can make to the protection and enhancement of 
the environment in view of iis resource potential, and undertake to prevent 
further degradation for the sake of present and future generations; 
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8. Recognize the need to strengthen horizontal technical co-operation,
support the adoption of regional agreements and give the region a greater role

in solving regional and global environmental problems;

9. Also emphasize that the environmental dimension is an integral part

of the development process and hence cannot be considered separately and that,

in addition to internal efforts, a favourable international economic climate

is essential if such development'is to be environmentally sustainable;

10. Assert that the promotion of sustainable development is incompatible

with the imposition of environmental and economic conditions and restricted
access to technology. The international commitment to the protection and

enhancement of the environment requires that access to environmentally sound
technologies should not be on commercial terms. They also emphasize that the
bulk of the cost of transferring environmentally soûnd technology should be

borne by the developed countries;

11.- Affirm that environmental issues should not serve as unjustified

barriers to international trade;

12. Assert that international, regional and subregional legal

instruments for solving global environmental problems should include

provisions regarding the effective transfer of technology, institutional

arrangements to strengthen the mechanisms comprising the environmental

dimension in development, specific financing machinery and concessional

financial resources, so as to enable the developing countries to fulfil their
commitments;

13. Express their belief that the United Nations Conference on

Environment and Development offers a unique opportunity for reaching
appropriate agreements ensuring the transfer of environmentally sound
technologies and the flow of new and additional financial resources with the
aim of enabling the developing countries duly to incorporate the environmental

dimension in their development goals and plans;

14. Emphasize the need to promote scientific and technological research

and development in order to strengthen national and regional capacities for

the management of technologies for sustainable development; reaffirm the

desirability of carrying out global and sectoral research projects aimed at

clearly identifying the obstacles.impeding development and access to such

technologies; consider that, in these areas, institutional and organizational
bases and scientific and technological information systems should be improved;

and propose the establishment of a special international fund designed to
ensure access by the developing countries to the transfer of environmentally
sound technologies and to strengthen their endogenous capacity;

15. Consider that it is essential to develop capacities for training

human resources with emphasis on specializations relevant to the management of
the region's natural resources, in terms of potential, use and conservation;

16. Emphasize that the solution of environmental problems and the

promotion of sustainable development at the national level are to a large

extent dependent on international co-opeiation, including financing. In this

connection, they cail for the establishment of a special fund to provide the

developing countries with new and additional resources on concessional terTs
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to enable them to implement environmentally sound development programmes and
projects in accordance with their national development objectives, priorities
and plans. Contributions to this fûnd should not be diverted from resources

currently assigned to international co-operation for economic development.

They stress that. the eligibility criteria for financing the implementation of
such programmes and projects should not be based exclusively on the yardstick

of per capita income currently used by the multilateral financing institutionsi

17. Agree that present patterns of production, distribution and

consumption which are prevalent primarily in the developed economies must be

redesigned to enable our countries to improve their standard of living and
quality of life and to ensure conformity between greater productive efficiency

and the principles of environmental enhancement and social equity;

18. Stress.that joint action to combat poverty, particularly extreme

poverty, requires far-reaching changes in economic and social policies.
Efforts to link environmental enhancement and development must also recognize

local and global responsibilities and take account of the close
interrelationship between poverty and environmental-deterioration. These

efforts will be successful to the extent that they are the result, inter alia,
of access to decent living conditions, adequate levels of social organization

and political representation and the genuine participation of the population

in the definition of its own developmentl

19. Recognize that the sound management of the environmental heritage is

a basic condition for economic growth and sustainable development.
Retrospective and prospective methods must be studied in order to assess the

value of the environmental heritage and its deteriorationi

20. A ree that it is necessary to supplement existing national

instruments for environmental monitoring and regulation in the region by

broader economic and financial measures, policies and incentives which
incorporate in decisions in all sectors the social and environmental costs of

each sector's activities and which are in keeping with the economic, social

and environmental objectives of development;

21. Recognize that, in view of the essential need -for the active.

commitment of all sectors of society in order to promote environmental

protection and enhancement and sustainable development, it is necessary to

encourage the co-ordinated participation of non-governmental organizations and

other sectors of society in the preparations for the Conference and in the

Conference itself, as well as in the fulfilment of its mandatesi

. 22. Point out that current development models have overlooked the

importance of cultures that have evolved separately from such models. In

order to achieve sustainable development, the importance of these cultures has

to be fully recognized, since they have acquired broad knowledge of the
natural world and developed methods for its sustainable use and managementl

23. Affirm that the United Nations Cbnference on Environment and
Development should, throughout its preparatory process, as well as during the

related international, negotiations, particularly those designed to solve
global environment problems; ensure, inter alia, compliance with the
following: principle 21 of the 1972 Stockholm Declaration on respect for the
.overeiynt}• of countries over their natural resources and all their economic



activitiesj the inclusion of the environmental dimension as a basic component

of the process of sustainable and equitable development; the interdependence
between global and local problems, particularly social, economic and

environmental problems; the rejection of the imposition of economic and

environmental terms and conditions; shared responsibility; and the principle
of precaution;

24. State that, in the light of decision 1/25 of the Preparatory
Committee for the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development and

the matters to which it refers, the following environmental topics are of

fundamental importance for the Latin American and Caribbean region and must
therefore be dealt with by the Preparatory Committee, as well as by the Brazil
Conference:

(a) Protection of the atmosphere and climate change

The Latin American and Caribbean countries base their participation in
the solution of global environmental problems which affect the atmosphere on

consideration being given to the fact that they have little responsibility for
causing such environmental problems. Participation in any agreed solution
must be in keeping with the economic and technological resources that are
available to the developing countries;

The negotiation of a framework convention on climate change to be adopted

by the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development and based on

the best scientific evidence available must be designed to minimize the
man-made causes of climate change and its possible adverse effects. While

such effects may be extremely far-reaching, archipelagos, islands and

countries with low-lying coastal areas in Latin America and the Caribbean will
be among the most vulnerable;

As part of these joint efforts, account must be taken of the relative

importance of greenhouse gas sources and sinks and obligations under the

convention must be stated in terms of the contribution of these two components
to the problem or its solution;

The convention must be in agreement with the primary responsibility of

the developed countries for the net concentrations and emissions of greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere and the effects caused by transboundary pollution. It

must also recognize the need for the developing countries to use their natural
resources in an environmentally sustainable manner in order to improve the
standard of living and quality of life of their populations in an
environmentally sustainable way;

In the framework of the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol and

the amendments thereto, the region must focus its goals on the basic purpose

of finding substitutes for ozone-depleting substances and, in this regard, it

must have all the necessary financial and technical assistance to carry out

scientific and technological programmes without contracting any new external
debts;



page 6 

(b) Biodiversity and biotechnology 

The Latin American and Caribbean region attaches great importance to the 
conservation and sustainable management of its ecosystems  .in  order to preserve 
their biologicaldiversity, a basic and sovereign component of the national 
heritage of the countries to which it belongs; 

Knowledge of biodiversity, both at the scientific and grass-roots levels, 
is part of the scientific and cultural heritage of every nation; its 
international use must therefore be properly regulated and monitored by the 
country of origin. The region should urge the adoption in international 
bodies of legal instruments designed for the protection of the genetic, 
population and ecosystem heritage, as well as the regulation of trade deriving 
from it; 

Biotechnological advances and the economic potential for the exploitation 
of biodiversity make it necessary to have an international agreement which 
will establish transparent mechanisms, subject to the express consent of the 
country to whiéh the original genetic resources belong as far as controlled 
access and their commercial or scientific use are concerned. These mechanisms 
must also include specific provisions on the equitable sharing of the benefits 
of such use. The developing countries must also  have  access on concessional 
terms to biotechnological advances, as well as to knowledge, for biological 
and ecological security purposes, of existing technologies; 

An agreement on the conservation of biological diversity must include 
obligations for the conservation of biodiversity and benefits and obligations 
relating to-biotechnology; 

(c) Protection and management of land resources  

The problem should be approached from the point of view of the 
integrated, forward-looking and long-term planning and management of the 
environment on the basis of the principles of the environment-development 
relationship and public interest; 

Plans relating to specific resources, areas and activities in this regard 
must focus on and be in conformity with the broad lines of national economic 
and environmental management plans in order to ensure harmonious land use; 

Problems of deforestation, desertification and drought require integrated 
measures which recognize the sovereignty of countries over their natural 
resources, but which reverse these processes and guarantee the conservation 
and management of ecosystems; 

Forests  

The economic and ecological potential of southern, temperate, tropical 
and northern forest ecosystems must be the focus of discussions aimed at 
agreement on multilateral measures for the protection of these natural 
ecosystems and support by countries for their sustainable management; 

The measures, which will not necessarily be compulsory, will supplement 
the international instruments relating to the forest/climate and 
forest/biodiversity interrelationship on which specific legal instruments are 
being negotiated; 
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The measures will relate to the economic development of forestry 
resources, the needs of populations which are dependent on these resources and 

strategies for the rational use, protection and reclamation of these 
ecosystems, including support for the participation of local communities. Tb 

this end, intvnational co-operation machinery, including funding machinery 
and transfers of technology, should be set up to support these activities; 

Forestry management has to be a Priority objective of activities to 
prevent deforestation, to be taken into account in the negotiations and in 
agreements on financing for the use and conservation of forest ecosystems. 
Trade in timber and non-timber products must originate in forests managed 
sustainably according to each country's criteria; 

(d) Soil degradation  

(acidification, erosion and salinization) 

The serious process of soil degradation affects all countries in 

Latin America and the Caribbean to some extent. It is the result of 
unsuitable rural and agricultural development patterns in which the main 
characteristics are overcropping in order to maximize short-term income and, 

in the case of the peasant sectors, in order to survive. Soil degradation 
processes-are clearly made worse by the technologies chiefly applied, both in 
systems for intensive land use and in the processes for expanding the 
frontiers of agriculture. Greater support for developing countries to prevent 
and combat soil degradation must be a priority in international action, 
through technical co-operation, the transfer of and support for generating 
local environmentally sound technologies and through scientific research, the 
training of human resources and financing; 

(e) Protection and management of oceans, seas and coastal areas  

A feature of the region is the wide variety of marine, coastal and ocean 

resources that can be used for the benefit of the population. The 
deterioration in marine and coastal resources that is the result of unsound 
use and of marine and land-based pollution constitutes a serious problem for 
coastal and riparian States which depend on these resources in order to 
achieve socio-economic goals and development aims. Hence, the Greater 
Caribbean and South-East Pacific Regional Seas Programmes, together with other 

regional co-operation programmes, such as the South Atlantic Programme, should 

be strengthened, as should the tools in existing legal agreements; 

It is necessary to optimize the benefits of using these resources for 

development and at the same time to minimize misuse. To this end, there is a 
need: 

(i) To draw up an inventory of the region's living and non-living 
resources in order to assess their .potential and the possible extraction 
indices; 

(ii) Tb establish "special areas" on the basis of the characteristics of 

the resources, their dynamics, sensitivity and possible uses of such 

resources, together with their degree of dependence; 

(iii) To engage in a regional and international interchange of data from 

national stations systematically monitoring changes in coastal dynamics; 
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(iv) To develop appropriate technologies between developed and developing

countries for activities such as aquaculture, desalinization, ocean-floor
mining, etc., including the implementation of the principle of "precaution"

and the "clean technologies" approachj

(v) To foster the ties and relations between regional and sub-regional

programmes and organizations and to develop scientific, technical and
financing capacity to carry out and guide research, follow-up, exchange of
information and technical assistance for appropriate management of marine and

coastal resources;

(vi) To support the establishment of regional marine technology centres

for the purpose of the joint development of environmentally compatible
technologies for the sustainable development of the region;

(vii) To promote the use of integrated management approaches for

marine-coastal areas and resourcesj

(viii) To prohibit the dumping of toxic waste in the seas and oceans and to

devise mechanisms for the protection of these resources against use by third
States;

(ix) To urge the international community to establish co-operation

mechanisms for the conservation and optimum use of marine resources that are

in areas under the sovereignty or jurisdiction of two or more riparian States

or are in the high seas;

.(x) Zb promote a worldwide agreement on the protection of the marine

environment against land-based pollution, taking into account more
particularly the responsibility assigned to the Regional Economic Commissions

by General Assembly resolution 44/228, among othersi

(f) Protection of freshwater quality and supply

The need to protect the quality and supply of freshwater is vital to the
countries of the region. ConSequently, it is essential to take measures to

protect and preserve water resources and water development•sites, for which
purpose the following are proposed:

(i) The financing and implementat!ion of basin management plans for the

rational development of natural resources and improvement of the conditions of
the population of such areas;

(ii) The formulation of regional strategies and programmes for the
conservation and integrated development of water resources that will guarantee

a balance between economic growth, the preservation of the environment and the

management of national and international basins, as a safeguard for
sustainable developmentj

(iii) The identification of water availabilities and potential supplies

and the assessment of the environmental repercussions of their use;

(iv) The formulation of research and monitoring programmes to abate or

eliminate the pollution of freshwater resources;
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(g) Eradication of poverty in human settlements

For the purposes of coping with critical poverty and its link with

environmental degradation at the national level, it will be essential to
recover the rate of growth, embark on structural reforms and alter economic

and social policies. It is a priority matter to supply appropriate and

expeditious health and education services and to improve housing and allied

services in urban and rural areas;

Over and above endogenous efforts to eradicate poverty, international

co-opération and agreement are required in the various interrelated areas of
trade, external debt, additionality of financial resources and transfer of

technology;

(h) Urban development and the environment

The towns and cities of Latin America and the Caribbean generally have
inadequate resources, and this means insufficient basic services, high rates

of marginality and a deteriorating urban environment. On the basis of
physical planning and management,. the financing mechanisms for sustainable
development should help to raise the standard and quality of life in urban and

rural settlements;

In this context, the new financing mechanisms for sustainable development

should give appropriate priority to this problem in housing, sanitary

conditions (drinking water supply and sewerage systems), elimination of solid

and liquid waste, and air pollution;

(i) Environmental management of wastes, particularly toxic or hazardous wastes

The regional agreements complementing the Basel Convention must be given
priority attention in respect of follow-up machinery and the prevention of the
illegal traffic in toxic and hazardous products and wastes, which is a

potential threat to the environment of the region and, in general, to the

developing countries;

To ensure that the problem is dealt with properly, it will be necessary

to adopt as soon as possible a protocol to the Basel Convention establishing

appropriate procedures regarding liability and compensation for damage

resulting from the transboundary movement and disposal of hazardous wastes;

Considering that the developed countries continue to export to the

developing countries harmful or hazardous substances, products, processes and

technologies prohibited in the countries of origin, a mechanism should be

established to prohibit them being marketed;

25. Reiterate their readiness to continue their endeavours and arrive at

concrete and positive results in the negotiations held in the Preparatory

Committee and request the Secretary-General of the Conference to take into

account the proposals contained in this Declaration relating to the
preparatory process and to the preparation of documentation for the Conference;

26. The participants thank the people and Government of Mexico for their

gr•nerous hospitality and for the extensive facilities provided, which

contributed to the suCcess of the meeting.
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April 23, 1991 
Tunis, Tunisia 

Declaration of Francophone Ministers of the Environment 



6

The Tunis Declaration on the Environment

The Ministers and authorities responsible for the environment in
states and governments using French as a common language, having
met in Tunis on April 22 and 23, 1991, and representing countries
that extend over the most varied ecological systems of. Europe,
North America, the Caribbean, the Mediterranean Basin, Africa,
Asia, the Indian Ocean and the Pacific;

Call to mind the resolution adopted in Dakar in May 1989 by their
heads of State and government in which they undertook to promote
sustainable development;

Denote their desire to fulfill this commitment which connects the
environmental concerns of each country to those of the planet and
the objectives of protection to those of development, desiring to
promote the welfare of present generations without compromising
that of future generations.

Affirm their aspiration - towards universal respect for the
environment, and towards greater solidarity, and their attachment
to the environmental rights and obligations of states and
population groups, reflecting the values of the Francophone
community;

Express the desire to plan their activities in the context of their
cultural diversity.

Conscious of the absolute necessity that each state and government
.concerned outline its environmental policy, affirm their support
and their adherence to the following basic principles:

• the right of citizens to enjoy a quality environment;

• the participation of population groups in the process of making
decisions that affect the environment;

• the obligation of prevention'and precaution;

• the need to evaluate environmental impacts, including
transboundary impacts, at each stage of development;

• the responsibility of those who damage the environment;

• each country's obligation to take the required measures to avoid
polluting the environment of another;

• application of the "polluter pays" principle;
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• placing the responsibility on the user of natural resources; 

• developing renewable resources according to practices and 
standards that will ensure their preservation. 

Recognizing that deterioration of the environment, combined with 
deterioration of the terms of trade and population pressure in the 
developing countries, is both a cause and a result of poverty, 
conscious of the constraints placed by indebtedness on development 
policy, affirm their solidarity: 

• by undertaking to mobilize, wherever possible, the additional 
resources required to enable the developing countries to face the 
global threats to the environment; 

• by adopting the principle of debt conversion and by promoting 
this principle in the appropriate international bodies, in order 
to channel as many resources as possible into protection of the 
environment in the developing countries; 

• by promoting better control of urban growth, in harmony with the 
development of rural space, rational management of coastlines and 
the marine environment, and an effort to minimize regional 
disparities; 

• by seeking to ensure respect for international and regional -
conventions, in particular those concerning hazardous wastes and 
marine pollution, and by cooperating toward their application. 

Have decided to work toward the following: 

• preparing and implementing national environmental action plans 
and conditions required for sustainable development, and mobilizing 
national and international resources for this purpose; 

• contributing toward solving planetary and regional problems by 
participating actively in current and future projects concerning 
them; 

• devoting, collectively, at least five percent of their territory 
toward safeguarding the heritage, placing emphasis on the 
conservation of ecosystems and the diversity of species, in a 
context of sustainable development; 

• reinforcing national institutions responsible for the 
environment; 

• supporting policies of rational management of heritage and 
especially of rare natural resources; 
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• cooperating toward controlling and transferring environmental
technologies;

• establishing a procedure for notification and consultation in
cases where the environment of another state is likely to be
affected by a development project;

• improving the conditions of participation for non-government
organizations (NGOs) and decentralized or local groups;

• encouraging the introduction of instruction on the environment
and development in school programs, assisting in developing extra-
curricular programs to sensitize, inform and teach population
groups, planners and decision-makers to promote environmental
research and studies.

Undertake to enhance their cooperation with the United Nations
system, in particular in the light of the 1992 World Conference on
the Environment and Development and the international conventions
and agreements prepared with this in view.

Are attentive to the various world and regional bodies involved and
toward those which are or which may be involved in environment-
related negotiations.

Adopt the first action plan attached to this Declaration.

(see previous pages)

Convergent Diversities

"You represent one in four of the world's countries. Our sharing
a common language, and even more our adopting a common message,
will open up the channels of communication between us.

It will be recalled that our exceptional diversity has,brought us
together here in Tunis around some issues of crucial importance to
peace, development and the future of the human family."

Jean-Louis Roy
Secretary-General of the ACCT

Tunis, April 22, 1991
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June 3, 1991 
Paris, France 

International Energy Agency Ministerial Declaration (IEA) 
(Paragraphs on the environment) 



INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY
Meeting of the Governing Board at Ministerial Level
June 3, 1991

Energy and the Environment: Ministers reaffirmed their strong
commitment to develop integrated policies which further the
objectives of energy security, environmental protection and
sustainable economic growth. They welcomed the progress that OECD
countries have made in this regard, particularly the heightened
attention to the environment expressed in all sectors of the
economy and society. Ministers especially addressed the challenge
that the issue of global climate change poses for the energy
..sector.

IV. ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT

22. Ministers reaffirmed their strong commitment to address
energy-related . environmental problems nationally and
internationally. They emphasized that action is needed, not only to
address conventional pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions, but
also the problems related to siting of new energy facilities.
Ministers, underscored the need to-find the most cost-effective
means for doing so, and to develop policies which harmonize
approaches relating to the full range of environmental concerns, in
a manner consistent with the need for diversified energy supplies
and unfettered international trade in energy. Ministers instructed
the IEA to continue to assess the possibilities and implications of
intensified development and implementation of policies bearing upon
energy and environment concerns, particularly policies to promote
energy efficiency.

23. Ministers discussed the challenge that global climate change
issue poses for the energy sector, and reaffirmed their commitment
to meet this challenge. They noted the significant work undertaken
by the IEA and its contribution to the first assessment report of
.the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). They
requested the IEA, working closely with the OECD, to continue to
assist the IPCC and the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on
a Framework Convention on Climate Change (INC) by providing the
results of its analytical work: In this regard, they highlighted
the importance of the IEA's ongoing work on emissions inventory
methodologies and databases, and its analyses of policy instruments
and technologies relating to major energy sectors, such as
transport and electricity, and of important responses, such energy
efficiency.

24. Ministers encouraged the IEA to work closely with non-OECD
countries to help them integrate energy-related environmental
considerations into their energy policies and strategies. They
therefore welcomed the up-coming United Nations Conference on



Environment and Development (UNCED), and encouraged the active 
participation of the IEA with the OECD in the lead-up to UNCED. 

25. Ministers welcomed the fact that OECD countries have adopted 
targets or are developing national strategies for the stabilization 
or reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Ministers acknowledged 
that concerted global action will be required and that OECD 
countries should take a leading role in this context. They found, 
however, that in most cases appropriate and effective policies to 
carry out commitments still needed to be developed, as well as the 
data analysis to enable Member governments to make informed 
choices. They requested the IEA to facilitate this process by both 
IEA-wide and individual country assessments of the technical 
potential for reducing greenhouse emissions, as well as the costs, 

_ benefits and relative cost-effectiveness of the various means for 
releasing such potential. They recognised the need for governments 
to gather such information and provide it to the IEA and the other 
Member countries. Ministers considered IEA analyses important to 
understanding when, and at what costs and benefits, stabilization 
or reduction of greenhouse-gas emissions could be achieved, and to 
examining possible approaches to assess comparability among OECD 
countries. In this regard, Ministers stressed that all nations 
would need to associate with any Framework Convention on Climate 
Change if it were to be effective. 

26. Ministers urged the IEA to work with OECD in its analysis of 
the effects of economic instruments for environmental protection on 
trade, economic growth and income distribution, resource 
production, and diversity of supply. They requested the IEA to 
assess the economic and energy security implications of measures, 
such as a carbon tax, to abate greenhouse gas emissions, and - to 
develop, on a global level and in a comprehensive manner, 
indicators of progress for the energy sector in mitigating 
greenhouse gas emissions. Ministers also requested the IEA to 
assist Member countries in developing concerted policies and 
approaches in responding to the global climate change problem, 
particularly in the context of the INC Framework Convention 
negotiations. 

27. Ministers emphasized the important roles of industry and 
consumer awareness in the successful implementation of energy 
policies to achieve environmental goals. Ministers therefore urged 
concerted efforts in energy education and information on the part 
of government, industry, and consumers. They urged the IEA to find 
more effective ways to bring industry's expertise into its 
analytical work and its collaboration on R&D and demonstration and 
transfer. 
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June 5, 1991 
Paris, France 

OECD Ministerial Declaration 
(paragraphs on the environment) 



SG/PRESS(91)31
Paris, 5th June 1991

SOMMINIOUE

THE ENVIRONMENTAL FIELD

36.
Ministers welcome the results of the Meeting of the OECD Environment

Ministers in January 1991, which constitute an important contribution to the
evolution of environmental policy-making. Faced with the magnitude of national
and regional environment issues-and the unprecedented challenge of global
environment issues. Ministers agree that OECD countries should pursue an
environment strategy for the 1990s based on integrating economic and
environmental decision-making, improving their environmental performance, and
strengthening international co-operation.' Ministers agree the need for the
Organisation to review more systematically the performance of individual OECD
countries in meeting domestic environment objectives and international
commitments and they welcome the Environment Ministers' initiative to launch
reviews of Member countries' environmental policies. As well, Ministers
recognise that OECD countries, given their level of development, have a special
responsibility to work co-operatively with other countries in other regions to
achieve sustainable development.

37.
Ministers welcome the direction and impetus given by the Environment

Ministers to strengthening the integration of economic and environment policies
as a key to sustainable development. They agree with the principles proposed
for working towards this objective: economic and environmental policies cannot
be made and implemented in.isolation; environmental considerations must be
brought to bear systematically on economic policy-making; sound economic
analysis of costs and benefits, coupled with scientific assessment of relative



risks including that of inaction, is the optimal basis for setting priorities 
among environmental goals, and compatibilfty between environmental and sectoral 
economic policies should be a central objective of policy-makers. Ministers 
call for improved integration of environment considerations into all economic 
sectors and for the OECD to continue its work on analysing the policy 
interconnections. They agree that effective policy integration will require a 
greater degree of dialogue with and participation from all sectors of society 
and the economy if environmental goals are to be met effectively and 
efficiently and to prevent policy conflicts from arising in such areas as 
agriculture. coastal zone management, energy, and transport and more generally 
on trade and investment. Ministers also support additional work on "OECD 
guidelines" to assist Member countries to make more effective and widespread 
use of economic instruments. 

38. International co-operation is critical to coping successfully with 
global environmental issues and risks in the 1990s. Many environmental issues. 
for example climate change. conservation of living marine and land resources ,  
ozone depletion, deforestation, desertification and loss of biodiversity, 
highlight the extent of global interdependence not only in terms of the causes 
of environmental degradation but also in terms of the consequential effects of 
implementing certain economic or environmental policies. This interdependence, 
however, also offers the opportunity for new forms of international 
co-operation amongst OECD countries on the one hand and with non-Member 
countries on the other. One of the most important elements in this 
international co-operation is to promote development and transfer of 
environment-related technologies. In this context. Ministers welcome the 
establishment of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and are looking to this 
programme, as well as to relevant activities of other existing institutions. to 
contribute to the improvement of the global environment. Ministers also 
believe the OECD can play an important role in fostering international 
co-operation and contributing to the solutions. They welcome the OECD/IEA work 
on emission inventories, policy instruments and economic analysis of policy 
options as positive contributions to the global climate change negotiations. 

39. The 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
provides a timely opportunity to strengthen international co-operation. This 
event should be used to renew international commitment to sound environmental 
management, and to seek a congensus on goals and priorities for the 1990s and 
beyond, as a basis for agreed commitments for concrete action. Ministers give 
full support to the contribution envisaged by the OECD, including the convening 
of a meeting of OECD Ministers of Development and Environment in 1.991  to 
consider measures to ensure that development and environmental policies are 
compatible and reinforcing. Ministers agree that OECD governments must 
confront, with new commitments and adequate resources. the pressing issues of 
resource availability and technology transfer for environmental improvement in 
developing countries. Ministers underline the role that the GEF could play as 
the mechanism to provide additional assistance to developing countries in the 
framework of the ongoing negotiations on the global environment. 

40. Trade and the environment.  Ministers welcome the joint report on trade 
and environment issues prepared by the Trade and Environment Committees. The 
report identifies the key interconnections between these important policy areas 
and makes suggestions on areas in which the analysis should be deepened. 
Ministers endorse the preliminary views develOped bythe  two Committees on a 
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work programme that will underpin further analyses and'could lead, in a
subsequent stage, to the drawing up of guidelines on Ways to protect the
environment and preserve the open multilateral system. They invite the
Organisation to pursue this work and call for a report on the progress
achieved, on all those-elements that have been highlighted, to be made to the
1992 meeting of the Council at Ministerial level. giving also regard to
possible contributions to the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED) in June 1992.
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June 14, 1991 
Rovaniemi, Finland 

Declaration on the Protection of the Arctic 



DECLARATION ON THE PROTECTION OF THE ARCTIC ENVIRONMENT

We,.the Representatives of the Governments of Canada,

Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of

America; ^

Meeting at Rovaniemi, Finland for the First Ministerial

Conference -on the Protection of the Arctic Environment;

Deeply concerned with threats to the Arctic environment and

the impact of pollution on fragile Arctic ecosystems;

Acknowledging the growing national and international

appreciation of the importance of Arctic ecosystems and an

increasing knowledge of global pollution and resulting

environmental threats; --

Resolving to pursue together in other international

environmental fora those issues affecting the Arctic

environment which require broad_International cooperation;

Emphasizing our res onsibilit to'P y protect and preserve the
Arctic environment and recognizing the special relationship
of the indigenous peoples and local populations to the
Arctic and their unique contribution to the protect-ion of
the Arctic Environment;

Hereby adopt the Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy

and commit ourselves to take steps towards its

implementation and consider its further elaboration.



• We commit ourselves to a joint Action Plan of the Arctic 

Environmental Protection Strategy which includes: 

--Cooperation in scientific research to specify sources, 

pathways, sinks and effects of pollution, in particular, 

oil, acidification, persistent organic contaminants, 

radioactivity, noise and heavy metals as well as sharing of 

these data; 

- Assessment of potential environmental impacts of 

development activities; 

- Full implementation and consideration of further 

measures to control pollutants and reduce their adverse 

effects to the Arctic environment. 

We intend to assess on a continuing basis the threats to 

the Arctic environment through the preparation and updating 

of reports on the state of the Arctic environment, in order 

to propose further cooperative action. 

We also commi ourselves to implement the following 

measures of the Strategy: 

- Arctic Monitoring and AssessmeAt Programme (AMAP) to 

monitor the levels of, and assess -the effects of, 

anthropogenic pollutants in all components of the Arctic 

environment. To this end, an Arctic Monitoring and 

Assesment Task Force will be established. Norway will 

provide  for an AMAP secretariat. 

- Protection of the Marine Environment in the Arctic, to 
- 

take preventive and other measures directly or through 

competent international organizations regarding marine 

pollution in the - Arctic irrespective of origin; 
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- Emergency Prevention, Preparedness and Response in the

Arctic, to provide a framework for future cooperation in

responding to the threat of environmental emergencies.

- Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna, to facilitate the

exchange of information and coordination of research on

species and habitats of flora and fauna;

We agree to hold regular meetings to asSess the progress

made and to coordinate actions which will implement and

further develop the Arctic Environmental Protection

Strategy.

We agree to continue to promote cooperation with the Arctic

indigenous peoples and to invite their organizations to

future meetings as observers.

We agree to meet in 1993 and accept the kind invitation of

the Government of Denmark and the Home Rule Government of

Greenland to hold the next meeting in Greenland.

Wherefore, we, the undexsigned Representatives of our

respective Governments, recognizing its political

significance and environmental importance, and intending to

promote its results, have signed this Declaration.

,:
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For the Government cf Canada For the Government of Denmark

► ^ - J-v 3^a ^---- ^.:..^,y . .. ............................

Thomas Siddon ^ Bertel Haarder

Minister of Indian Affairs Minister for Education and

and Northern Development Research

For the Government of Finland

/^ . ^ ^ _ •

'^ ! 3̂^^^^%'^^r2^-,.

Sirl5a Pietikdinen

Minister of the Environment

For the Government of Norway

ns Stoltenberg

Deputy Minister of

the Environment

For the Government of the

Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics

!!Lu._..... ...
J. D. Mat!§ljukov

Deputy Prime Minister,

Chairman of the Arctic and

For the Government of Iceland

Eidur Gudnason

Minister for the Environment

For the Government of Sweden

.,^r. . .. .^. : ^^. : . . . . .
Birgitta Dahl

,Minister of the Environment

For, the Government of

the United States of America

d^.G^..lJ ^,^...,...
Johrÿ Giffen-Weinmann

Ambassador
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June 17, 1991 
Beijing, People's Republic of China 

Beijing Ministerial Declaration 



UNITED
NATIONS

General Assembly Distr.

GENERAL

A/46/293
9 July 1991
ENGLISH
ORIGINAL: CHINESE/ENGLISH

Forty-sixth session

Item 79 of the preliminary list*

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

Letter dated 1 July 1991 from the Chargé d'affaires a .i.
of the Permanent Mission of China to the United Nations

addressed to the Secretary-General

Upon the instruction of my Government, I have the honour to forward to
you a copy of the Beijing Ministerial Declaration on Environment and

Development adopted by the Ministers from 41 developing countries at the
Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development on 19 June 1991 in
Beijing ( see annex).

I would be grateful if you could arrange for this letter and the attached

Declaration to be issued as an official document of the General Assembly under
item 79 of the preliminary list, and of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development to be held in 1992.

* A/46/50.

(Signed) JIN Yongjian

Acting Permanent Representative

of the People's Republic of China
to the United Nations

A
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Annex  

BEIJING MINISTERIAL DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

(Adopted on 19 June 1991) 

We, the Ministers from forty-one developing countries,* met in Beijing, 
at the invitation of the Government of the People's Republic of China, from 
18 to 19 June 1991, at the Ministerial Conference on Environment and 
Development, and having discussed in depth the challenges faced by the 
international community in establishing norms of cooperation for the 
enhancement of environment and development, particularly thé implications for 
the developing countries, declare as follows: 

1. We are deeply concerned about the accelerating degradation of the global 
environment. This is largely on account of unsustainable development models 
and life styles. As a result, the basic  elements  .indispensable for human 
life - land, water and atmosphére, - are gravely threatened. The more serious 
and widespread environmental problems are air pollution, climate change, ozone 
layer depletion, drying up of fresh water resources, pollution of rivers, 
lakes and the marine environment including the coastal zones, marine and 
coastal resources deterioration, floods and droughts, soil loss, land 
degradation, desertification, deforestation, loss of biodiversity, acid rain, 
proliferation and mismanagement of toxic products, illegal traffic of toxic 
and dangerous products and wastes, growth of urban agglomeration, 
deterioration of living and working conditions in urban and rural areas, 
especially of sanitation, resulting in epidemics, and other such problems. 
Furthermore, poverty in the developing countries is becoming aggravated, 
hampering the efforts to meet the legitimate needs and aspirations of their 
people and exerting greater pressures on the environment. 

2. We affirm that environmental protection and sustainable development is a 
matter of common concern to humankind, which requires effective actions by the 
international community and provides an opportunity for global cooperation. 
Against this background and out of a strong concern for the present and future 
generations, we hereby reaffirm our solemn commitment to participating 
actively, on the basis of differentiated responsibilities and to the best of 
our ability, in the global efforts for environmental protection and 
sustainable development, keeping in view the general principles and broad 
approach set out below. 

For the list of developing countries attending the Conference, see 
the appendix. 

I.  . . 



I. GENERAL PRINCIPLES

3. Changes in the environment are.closely related to economic and social
activities. Environmental problems must not be viewed in isolation, and need
to be addressed together with the process of development, by integrating
environmental concerns with the imperatives of economic growth and
development. In this connection, the right to development of the developing
countries must be fully recognized, and the adoption of measures for the

protection of the global environment should support their economic growth and
development. In particular, the international community must actively support
the efforts of developing countries to strengthen their institutional and
technical capacities.

4. The special situation and needs of the developing countries should be
fully taken into account. Each country must be enabled to determine the pace
of transition, based on the adaptive capacity of its economic, social and
cultural ethos and capabilities. The environmental problems of developing
countries arise from the conditions of poverty. The development process
initiated by these countries utilizing the old polluting technologies provided
by the developed countries also contributes to the degradation of the

environment, which in turn, undermines the development process itself. This
adversely affects not only the developing countries but also the entire
world. Sustainable development and steady economic growth constitute a way to
break this cycle of poverty and environmental degradation and to strengthen
the capabilities of the developing countries for environmental protection.
The least developed countries, disaster-prone developing countries as well as

island and low-lying developing countries should be given special attention by
the world community.

5. The inequities in current international economic relations confronting
the developing countries, especially with regard to debt, financing, trade and
transfer of technology, have led to serious consequences for them, including
the reverse flow of financial resources, brain drain and backwardness in their
scientific and technological capabilities. The economic development of the
developing countries has thus been constrained and their capability to
participate effectively in global environmental efforts undermined. It is
therefore imperative to establish a new and equitable international economic
order conducive to the sustained and sustainable development of all countries,
particularly the developing countries, thereby creating the conditions
necessary for global cooperation to protect the environment. Countries should

be able to determine their own environment and development policies, without.

any barriers or discrimination on trade against them.

6. International cooperation in the field of environmental protection should
be based on the principle of equality among sovereign States. The developing

countries have the sovereign right to use their own natural resources in

keeping with their developmental and environmental objectives and priorities.

Furthermore environmental considerations should not be used as an excuse for
interference in the internal affairs of the developing countries, nor should

/...
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these be used to introduce any forms of conditionality in aid or development
financing, or to impose trade barriers affecting the export and development

efforts of the developing countries.

7. While the protection of the environment is in the common interests of the

international community, the developed countries bear the main responsibility

for the degradation of the global environment. Ever since the Industrial
Revolution, the developed countries have over-exploited the world's natural

resources through unsustainable patterns of production and consumption,
causing damage to the global environment, to the detriment of the developing

countries.

B. The developed countries, in view of their main responsibility for

environmental degradation and their greater financial and technological
capabilities, must take the lead in eliminating the damage to the environment

as well as in assisting the developing countries to deal with the problems

facing them.

9. The developing countries need adequate, new and additional financial

resources to be able to address effectively the environmental and

developmental problems confronting them. There should be preferential and

non-commercial transfer of environmentally sound technologies to the

developing countries.

10. On their part, the developing countries will contribute to the process of

environmental protection ,and enhancement by, inter alia, stepping up technical

cooperation and transfer of technology among themselves.

II. SECTORAL ISSUES

11. Land degradation, deseFtification, floods and droughts, worsening quality

and supply of fresh water resources, soil loss, marine and coastal resources

deterioration, deforestation and vegetation degradation are among the serious

environmental problems confronting the developing countries. These constitute

a major part of the problem of global environmental degradation, to which

priority should be accorded. These problems have been discussed in
international fora, and some.plans of action have been proposed or approved.

However, no effective actions have been taken so far by the international

community towards their implementation. We urge the international community

to immediately initiate actions in this regard, particularly by establishing

an international funding mechanism for this purpose.

12. We are gravely concerned with the continuous increase in the greenhouse

gases leading to climate change and its likely implications for the global

ecological system, especially the threat that they pose to the developing

countries, and to the island and low-lying developing countries in

particular. Responsibility for the emission of greenhouse gases should be

viewed both in historical and cumulative terms, and in terms of current

emissions. On the basis of the principle of equity, those developed countries

/...
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which have contaminated more must contribute more. Developed countries should 
therefore commit themselves to adopting measures to halt human-induced climate 
change and to setting up mechanisms to guarantee the environmental security 
and development of the developing countries, including the transfer to the 
developing countries, on preferential and non-commercial terms, of 
technologies for this purpose. 

13. The framework convention on climate change currently being negotiated 
should clearly recognize that it is the developed countries which are mainly 
responsible for excessive emissions of greenhouse gases, historically and 
currently, and it is these developed countries which must take immediate 
action to stabilize and reduce such emissions. Developing countries cannot be 
expected to accept any obligations in the near future. However, they should 
be encouraged through technical and financial cooperation to undertake 
measures within their plans, priorities and programmes which contribute both 
to their economic development and to the efforts to tackle the problem of 
climate change, without prejudicing their growing energy needs. The framework 
convention must.include, inter alia,  firm commitments by developed countries 
towards the transfer of technology to developing countries, the establishment 
of a separate funding mechanism, and the development of the economically 
viable new and renewable energy sources as well as sustainable agricultural 
practices, which constitutes an important step to deal with the major cause of 
climate change. In addition, the developing countries must be provided with 
the full scientific, technical and financial cooperation necessary to cope 
with the adverse impacts of climate change. 

14. We further agree that the purpose and principles of the Vienna Convention 
on the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol on Substances 
that Deplete the Ozone Layer, as amended in June 1990, are positive in 
nature. The implementation by the developing countries of the obligations 
under the amended Protocol is subject to the effective implementation by the 
States parties to the Protocol of the arrangements fo z the provision of 
financial resources and transfer of technology to the developing countries. 
We urge the developed countries to commit themselves to the long-term 
arrangements for providing adequate financial resources and the expeditious 
trànsfer of technology as required of them under the Vienna Convention and the 
Montreal Protocol, as amended in June 1990. 

15. We are concerned at the accelerating loss of biodiversity. Most living 
organisms and their habitats in the world belong to the developing countries 
and they have borne the cost of conserving them over the ages. Such efforts 
should be recognized and supported by the international community and in 

international conventions and subsequent protocols. Each State has 
sovereignty over its biological resources, thus conservation measures should 
be compatible with its national plans and priorities. The international legal 

instrument on biodiversity now being negotiated must clearly recognize, 
inter alia, the linkage between access to genetic material and transfer of 
biotechnology, research development in the country of origin, sharing of the 

fruits of scientific research and the commercial profits. Issues of 
intellectual property rights must be satisfactorily resolved so that they do 

/ . . . 
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not become an obstacle to the transfer of technology, including 
biotechnology. Furthermore, the international legal instrument must recognize 
and reward the innovative work done by rural population, largely in developing 
countries, in protecting and utilizing biodiversity. 

16. We note that though control and management of hazardous wastes and toxic 
substances require international cooperation, the Basel Convention adopted 
two years ago has not entered into force. We therefore urge those States 
which have not ratified the Convention to consider the possibility of becoming 
parties to it. We urge all States to take steps to provide for a liability 
and compensation regime; mechanisms for transfer of low-waste technologies to 
the developing countries; development of capabilities for identification, 
analysis and disposal of wastes and mechanisms for adopting a world-wide ban 
on export of hazardous wastes to developing countries which do not have such 
capabilities. Likewise, we are concerned with the continuous illegal traffic 
of toxic and dangerous products and wastes, particularly from developed to 
developing countries. We urge the developed countries to take appropriate 
measures to halt such traffic. 

17. Multilateral measures to protect forests and promote their sustainable 
management, including the proposal for a global consensus on forestry, should 
be aimed at enhancing the economic, social and environmental potentials of 
forests. Management plans should integrate living resource conservation and 
development priorities and goals, taking into account the needs of the local 
communities, including their habitats. In this respect, efforts, including 
specific projects of developing countries to promote the utilization of the 
tropical forests on a sustainable basis, should be recognized and supported. 
It should take the form of financial and technical assistance, as well as 
ensuring better market access for higher value-added timber products. It is 
equally important to ensure financial cooperation by the world community for 
forest conservation and development. Towards this end, the international 
community should, among other things, make efforts towards the greening of the 
world and countries which had in the past so destroyed their extensive forests 
should increase their forest cover through reforestation and afforestation 
programmes. 

18. We are deeply concerned about the spread of desertification process and 
continuity of prolonged drought cycles, which have been recognized by the 
international community as major environmental problems. Bence there is an 
urgent need to accord high priority to these problems and to take all 
necessary measures including the provision of appropriate financial, 
scientific and technical resources in order to stop and reverse the process of 
desertification and drought, with the aim of contributing to the preservation 
of the global ecological balance. 

19. The marine and coastal resources deterioration resulting from irrational 
exploitation and pollution, mostly by developed countries, constitutes a 
serious development constraint for those countries that depend on them. It is 
necessary to enlarge cooperation on the protection and use of regional seas 
and to improve their rational utilization based on better knowledge and 
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information.
Discharge of toxic and nuclear wastes at seas and oceans must be

banned, and that of other wastes should be strictly regulated.

20.
In the densely populated cities of developing countries, insufficiency of

resources causes inefficiency of the basic public services, high marginality,
and degradation of the urban environment. Urban planning, iricluding

mechanisms for financing sustainable development, must contribute to enhancing
the quality of life in the urban and rural settlements. In this context, the
new mechanisms for financing sustainable development should give priority to
these problems.

III. CROSS-SECTORAL ISSUES

21.
The key to the success of the global efforts for the protection of the

environment is the broadest possible participation of the international

community; this depends to a large extent on whether substantial progress can
be made on cross=sectoral issues, including in particular, the availability of
adequate, new and additional financial resources and transfer of technology on
preferential and non-commercial terms to the developing countries.

22.
With regard to global environmental issues, every international legal

instrument should include provisions for adequate, new and additional funds,
which should lay down in explicit terms the commitments of the developed
countries in this regard. A key factor is the adequacy of financial

resources, which should be sufficient for the developing countries to cover
the incremental costs involved in addressing the issues and in implementing
their relevant commitments derived from international legal instruments.
Contribution by the developed countries should be sufficient to cover the

costs not only of prevention but also of mitigating the cumulative effects of
past actions. Developing countries could also contribute, on a voluntary
basis, to the funds.

23. In order to deal with the-long-ezisting but now rapidly aggravating
environmental problems of immediate concern to the developing countries, a

special Green Fund should be established to provide adequate and additional

financial assistance to them. This Fund should be used to address problems
which are not covered by specific international agreements, such as'water
pollution, coastal pollution affecting mangrove forest, shortages and
degradation of fresh water resources, dèforestation, soil loss, land

degradation and desertification. It should also cover the costs of the

transfer of environmentally sound technologies and the costs of building up
national capabilities for environmental protection and for scientific and
technological research. This Fund should be managed on the basis of equitable
representation from developing and developed countries, and should ensure easy
access for developing countries.

24. We emphasize the important role of science and technology in protecting
the global environment, and reaffirm that measures need to be taken to ensure
the transfer of environmentally sound technologies to the developing countries

/...
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on preferential, most favourable, concessional and non-commercial terms. The 
transfer of these technologies to the developing countries should be regarded 
as a contribution to the common interests of humankind. The developed 
countries should promote the transfer of environmentally sound technologies to 
developing countries, through procedures and arrangements including incentives 
and disincentives to the private sector. 

IV. THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT 
AND DEVELOPMENT 

25. In accordance with the United Nations General Assembly resolution 44/228, 
we emphasize that the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
in 1992 should not only discuss the global environmental issues such as 
climate change and ozone layer depletion and the related response strategies. 
It should also be a forum to address other global issues confronting the 
developing countries, particularly those development issues related to 
environment. The relevant agreements reached at the Conference must provide 
guidance to international deliberations on trade, finance, -technology  and 

 other similar issues. The interlinkages, where relevant, should be 
incorporated in each. 

26. We believe that the proposed Earth Charter and agenda 21 resulting from 
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development should be 
compatible with the principles embodied in relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations General Assembly. Furthermore, they must reflect the outcomes_of the 
conferences of developing countries with regard to the inter-relationship 
between environment and development, and the special situation and the needs 
of the developing countries. The agenda should be action-oriented to solve 
the environmental problems and meet the needs of the developing countries with 
the aim of integrating environmental concerns with development. , 

27. We also believe that poverty is at the root of the environmental problems 
of the developing world. The Conference could provide new strength and 
momentum to the proposed launching of a huge world programmme against poverty 
and its effects on world environment. 

V. COORDINATION AND COOPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

28. We agree that the environment-related efforts at various international 
fora, particularly in the preparatory process for the 1992 Conference, will 
have direct and far-reaching implications for the developing countries. We 
emphasize that it is a pressing task for us developing countries to intensify 
consultations and coordination among ourselves in an effort to present our 
positions at international fora more effectively so as to safeguard better the 
interests of the developing countries as a whole. 

/ . . . 



A/46/293 
English 
Page 9 

29. We decide to strengthen further consultations and coordination among 
developing countries in the preparatory process for the 1992 Conference and at 
other international fora, along the lines of the New Delhi Conference in 1990 
and the Beijing Cdnference. 

30. We believe that measures should be taken to explore the ways and means 
and modalities for economic and technical cooperation among developing 
countries in the sphere of environment and development. In this regard, 
developing countries will also endeavour to set appropriate environmental 
goals for attaining better quality of life and environmental well-being, while 
at the same time identify and assess the financial and technological needs for 
achieving such goals. 

31. We support the retaining and strengthening of the headquarters of the 
United Nations Environment Programme and all its programme activity centres in 
Nairobi, considering the success the Programme has achieved to date from this 
venue and the need to have it better equipped for carrying out its work. 

32. We re-emphasize that we intend to participate fully in the global effort 
to protect the environment without hindering the development process and that 
this can be achieved if the right climate is created for global cooperation by 
a positive, constructive and practical response on the part of the developed 
countries, so that we can jointly promote the well-being of the present and 
future generations. 

* * * 

/ . . . 
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APPENDIX

List of participatina countries

Algeria

Argentina

Bangladesh

Brazil

Cameroon

Chile

China

Colombia

Côte d'Ivoire

Cuba

Egypt

Ethiopia

Fiji

Ghana

Guyana

India

Indonesia

Iran (Islamic Republic of)

Jordan

Kenya

Malaysia

Mali

Mexico

Morocco

Nepal

Niger

Nigeria

Pakistan

Peru

Philippines

Saudi -Arabi a

Senegal

Singapore

Sudan

Thailand

Uganda

United Republic of Tanzania

Venezuela

Yugoslavia

Zaire

Zimbabwe
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July 17, 1991 
London, England 

G-7 Economic Summit 



LONDON ECONOMIC SUMMIT - ECON0MIC DECLARATION 
THE ENVIRONMENT 

Paragraphs forty-seven through fifty-seven of the Economic 
Declaration,  'Building  World Partnership', deal with the 
environment: 

"47. The international community will face formidable 
environmental challenges in the coming decade. Managing the 
environment continues to be a priority issue for us. Our 
economic policies should ensure that the use of this planet's 
resources is sustainable and safeguards the interests of both 
present and future generations. Growing market economies can 
best mobilise the means for protecting the environment, while 
democratic systems ensure proper accountability. 

"48. Environmental considerations should be integrated into the 
full range of government policies, in away which reflects their 
economic costs. We support the valuable work in this field being 
undertaken by the OECD. This includes the systematic review of 
member countries' environmental performance and the development 
of environmental indicators for use in decision-making. 

"49. Internationally, we must develop a co-operative approach for 
tackling environmental issues. Industrial countries should set 
an example and thus encourage developing.countries and Central 
and East European nations to play their part. Co-operation is 
also required on regional problems. In this context, we welcome 
the consensus reached on the Environmental Protocol of the 
Antarctic Treaty, aimed at reinforcing the environmental 
preservation of this continent. We note the good progress of the 
Sahara and Sahel Observatory as well as the Budapest 
Environmental Centre. . 

"50. The UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in 
June 1992 will be a landmark event. It will mark the climax of 
many international environmental negotiations. We commit 
ourselves to work for a succéssful Conference and to give the 
necessary political impetus to its preparation. 

"51. We aim to achieve the following by the time of UNCED: 

a) an effective framework convention on climate change, 
containing appropriate commitments and addressing all 
sources and sinks for greenhouse gases. We will seek to 
expedite work on implementing protocols to reinforce the 
convention. All participants should be committed to design 
and implement concrete strategies to limit net emissions of 
greenhouse gases, with measures . to  facilitate adaptation. 

.../2 
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Significant actions by industrial countries will encourage 
the participation of developing and East European countries, 
which is essential to the negotiations. 

b) agreement on principles for the management, conservation 
and sustainable development of all types of forest, leading 
to a framework convention. This should be in a form both 
acceptable to the developing countries where tropical 
forests grow and consistent with the objective of a global 
forest convention or agreement which we set at Houston. 

"52. We will seek to promote, in the context of UNCED: 

a) mobilisation of financial resources to help developing 
countries tackle environmental problems. We support the use 
of existing mechanisms for this purpose, in particular the 
Global Environment Facility (GEF). The GEF'could become the 
comprehensive funding mechanism to help developing countries 
meet their obligations under the new environmental 
conventions. 

b) encouragement of an improved flow of beneficial 
technology to developing countries, making use of commercial 
mechanisms. 

c) a comprehensive approach to the oceans, including 
regional seas. The environmental and economic importance of 
oceans and seas means that they must be protected and 
sustainably managee. 

d) further development of international law of the 
environment, drawing inter alia on the results of-the Siena 
Forum. 

e) the reinforcement of international institutions concerned 
with the environment, including the Uni£.ed Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), for the decade ahead. 

"53. We support the negotiation, under the auspices of UNEP, of 
an acceptable framework convention on biodiversity, if possible 
to be concluded next year. It should concentrate on protecting 
ecosystems, particularly in species-rich areas, without impeding 
positive developments in biotechnology. 

. . ./3 
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1154. We remain concerned aboutthe destruction of tropical
forests. We welcome the progress made in developing the pilot
programme for the conservation of the Brazilian tropical forest,
which has been prepared by the Government of Brazil in
consultation with the World Bank and the European Commission, in
response to.the offer of co-operation extended following the
Houston Summit. We call for further urgent work under the
auspices of the World Bank, in co-operation with the European
Commission, in the framework of appropriate policies and with
careful attention to economic, technical and social issues. We
will financially support the implementation of the preliminary
stage of the pilot programme utilising all potential sources,
including the private sector, non-governmental organisations, the
multilateral development banks, and the Global Environmental
Facility. When details of the programme have been resolved, we
will consider supplementing these resources with bilateral
assistance, so that progress can be made on the ground. We
believe that good progress with this project will have a
beneficial impact on the treatment of forests at UNCED. We also
welcome the spread of debt for nature exchanges, with an emphasis
on forests.

"55. The burning oil wells and polluted seas in the Gulf have
shown that we need greater international capacity to prevent and
respond to environmental disasters. All international and
regional agreements for this purpose, including those of the
International Maritime Organization (IMO), should be fully
implemented. We welcome the decision by UNEP to establish an
experimental centre for urgent environmental assistance. In the
light of the recent sto'rm damage in Bangladesh, we encourage the
work on flood alleviation under the auspices of the World Bank,
which we called for at the Arch Summit.

1156. Living marine resources thieatened by over-fishing and other
harmful practices should be protected by the implementation of
measures in accordance with international law. We urge cbntrol
of marine pollution and compliancewith the regimes established
by regional fisheries organisations through effective monitoring
and enforcement measures.

"57. We call for greater efforts in co-operation in environmental
science and technology, in particular:
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a) scientific research into the global climate, including
satellite monitoring and ocean observation. All countries,
including developing countries, should be involved in this
research effort. We welcome the development of information
services for users of earth observation data since the
Houston Summit.

b) the development and diffusion of energy and environment
technologies, including proposals for innovative technology
programmes."

Other parts of the Declaration also deal with important
aspects of the environment.

The Economic Policv section includes a paragraph on economic
instruments:

"8. We will encourage work nationally and internationally
to develop cost-effective economic instruments for
protecting the environment, such as taxes, charges and
tradeable permits."

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The International Trade section includes a paragraph on the
importance of open markets and the role of the GATT in-the field
of environment and trade:

1115. Open markets help to create the rësources needed to
protect the environment. We therefore commend the OECD's
pioneering work in ensuring that trade and environment
policies are mutually supporting. We look to the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) to define how,trade
measures can properly be used for environmental purposes."

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

.../5.
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The Energy  section includes language on the importance of 
high environmental standards, on energy efficiency,  and on the 
role of renewable energy  sources: 

"18. We will work to secure stable worldwide energy 
supplies, to remove barriers to energy trade and investment, 
to encourage high environmental and safety standards and to 
promote international cooperation on research and 
development in all these areas. We will also seek to 
improve energy efficiency and to price energy  front  all 
sources so as to reflect costs fully, including 
environmental costs. 

"19. In this context, nuclear power generation contributes 
to diversifying energy sources and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. In developing nuclear power as an economic 
energy source, it is essential to achieve and maintain the 
highest available standards of safety, including in waste 
management, and to encourage co-operation to this end 
throughout the world.... 

11 20. The commercial development of renewable energy sources 
and their integration with general energy systems should 
also be encouraged, because of the advantages these sources 
offer for environmental protection and energy security." 

The Central and Eastern Europe section highlights . the 
importance of environmental considerations in the economic 
restructuring  of the area: 

"25. A favourable environment for private investment, both 
foreign and domestic, is crucial for sustained growth and 
for avoiding dependence on external assistance from 
governments. In this respect, technical assistance from our 
private sectors and governments, the European Community and 
international institutions should concentrate on helping 
this essential market-based transformation. In this 
context, we emphasise the importance of integrating 

• • •/6 
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environmental considerations into the economic restructuring
process in Central and Eastern Europe."

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The Developing Countries and Debt session notes the
environmental dimension of development assistance:

"3.8. Many of these countries, especially the poorest, need
our financial and technical assistance to buttress their own
development endeavours. Additional aid efforts are
required, to enhance both the quantity and the quality of
our support for priority development issues. These include
alleviating poverty, improving health, education and
training and enhancing the environmental quality of our aid.
We endorse the increasing attention being given to
population issues in devising.strategies for sustainable -
progress."





( 14 ) 

January 17, 1991 
United Nations, General Assembly, A/RES/45/212 

Protection of Global Climate for Present and future 
Generations of Mankind 



UNITED
NATIONS

General Assembly
Distr.
GENERAL

A

A/RES/45/212
17 January 1991

Forty-fifth session
Agenda item 81

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

[on the report of the Second Comrnittee (A/45/851))

45/212. Protection of global climate for present and future
generations of mankind

The General AStAmht.,,

Reca llina its resolutions 43/53 of 6 December 1988 and 44/207 of

22 December 1989, in which it recognized that climate change is a common concern of
mankind, and urging Governments and, as appropriate, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations and scientific institutions, to collaborate in a
concerted effort with the aim of preparing, as a matter of urgency, a framework

convention on climate change, and other related instruments, containing appropriate
commitments for action to combat climate change and its adverse effects, taking
into account the most up-to-decte, sound scientific knowledge and any existing
uncertainties, as well as the particular needs and development priorities of
developing countries,

Recallinc also its resolution 44/206 of 22 December 1989 on the possible
adverse effects of sea-level riae on islands and coastal areas, particularly
low-lying coastal areas,

Recalling further its resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989 on the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development,

Taking note of the relevant resolutions and decisiona of the Governing Council
of the United Nations Environment Programme and of the Executive Council of the
World Meteorological Organization,

I
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Taking note also of the recommendations and decisions of the Preparatory
Committee for the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, adopted
at its organizational session I/ and at its first session, _Z/

Noting the important work accomplished by the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, which has completed its first assessment report,

Noting also the relevant conclusions and recommendations on climate change
adopted at various intergovernmental meetings during 1990,

Noting further the fact that the largest part of the current emission of
pollutants into the environment originates in developed countries, and recognizing
therefore that those countries have the main responsibility for combating such
pollution,

Welcoming the fact that several countries and a regional economic integration
organization have already taken measures or made specific commitments to address
the problem of climate change and its effects through the stabilization and/or
reduction of environmentally harmful emissions of greenhouse gases, and that çther
countries are contemplating doing so,

Notina that, pursuant to paragraph 10 of General Assembly resolution 44/207,
resolution 4(EC-7Q.II) of 22 June 1990 of the Executive Council of the World
Meteorological Organization and decision SS.II/3 of 3 August 1990, adopted by the
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme at its second special
session, I/ an Ad Hoc Working Group of Government Representatives to prepare for
negotiations on a framework convention on climate change met at Geneva from 24 to
26 September 1990 and adopted a number of recommendations, AL/

Recognizina the continuing need for scientific research into the sources and
effects of climate change and its possible adverse impact, including the
socio-economic consequences, and the effectiveness of possible response strategies,
and recognizing also the importance of the active participation of developing

countries and the need to assist and co-operate with them in climate-related
research and action,

1. Decides to establish a single Intergovernmental negotiating process under
the auspices of the General Assembly, supported by the United Nations Environment
Programme and the World Meteorological Organization, for the preparation by an

1/ See A/44/48 and Corr.1 and 2.

.a/ See A/45/46.

See 0f fI cial Records of the G
Supplement No. 25, annex.

A/ A/45/696, annex I.
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Intergovernmental Negotiating Commit.^ee of an effective framework convention on
climate change, containing appropriâte commitments, and any related instruments as
might be agreed upon, taking into account proposals that may be submitted by States

participating in the negotiating process, .the work of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change and the results achieved at international meetings on the
subject, including the Second World Climate Conference;

2. Decides that the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee should be open
to all States Members of the United Nations or members of the specialized agencies,
with the participation of observers in accordance with the established practice of
the General Assembly;

3. Welcomes the organization of a broad-based preparatory process at the
national level involving, as appropriate „ the scientific community, industry, trade
unions, non-gAvernmental organizations and other interested groups;

4. Decides that the first negotiating session should be held in
Washington, D.C., in February 1991 and that, subject-to review of the timetable at
the end of each negotiating session and taking into account the schedule of other
intergovernmental meetings on environment and development matters, in particular
the sessions of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, further meetings should be held at Geneva and at

Nairobi, in May/June, September and November/December 1991 and, as appropriate,
between January and June 1992;

5. Authorizes the Secretary-General of the United Nations, with the
assistance of the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme
and the Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, pending the
establishment of an ad hoc secretariat for the Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee, to convene, exceptionally, the first session of the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee, to be held in Washington, D.C., in February 1991; the
subsequent sessions of the Committee shall be convened by the ad hoc secretariat;

6. Decides that the maximum duration of each of the negotiating sessions
should be two weeks;

7. Considers that the negotiations for the preparation of an effective
framework convention on climate change, containing appropriate commitments, and any
related legal instruments as might be agreed upon, should be completed prior to the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in June 1992 and opened
for signature during the Conference; ,

8. Reaffirms the principles embodied in its resolutions 44/207 and 44/228,
which take into account the concerns of all States and the specific needs of
developing countries;

9. Takes account of the Ministerial Declaration adopted at the Second World
Climate Conference, held at Geneva from 29 October to 7 November 1990; 5/ ,

-5/ A/45/696/Add.1, annex III.
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10. Pecides  to establish a special voluntary fund, administered by the head 

of the ad hog  secretariat under the authority of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, to ensure that developing countries, in particular the least 

developed among them, as well as small island developing countries, are able to 

participate fully and effectively in the negotiating process, and invites 
Governments, regional economic integration organizations and other interested 
organizations to contribute generously to the fund; 

11. Fecommends,  that, at the first session of the Intergovernmental 
Negotiating Committee, to be held in Washington . D.C., a Bureau consisting of a 
Chairman, three Vice-Chairmen and a Rapporteur shall be elected, each of the five 
regional groups being represented by one member; 

12. Fequests  the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in consultation 
with the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme and the 
Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, as well as with the 
executive heads of United Nations bodies with expertise in the field of 
development, to establish as soon as possible at Geneva an ad hoc  secretariat of 
appropriate size and quality, consisting mainly of Professional staff of the' United 
Nations Environment Programme and the World Meteorological Organization, taking 
into account the need to ensure that the work programmes of those two organizations 
are not negatively affected, to be co-ordinated by those two organizaèions in 
consultation and co-operation with the head of the ed hoc  secretariat and 
supplemented by staff from other bodies of the United Nations system, as 
appropriate, in order to ensure that the ad hoc  secretariat embodies the requisite 
technical expertise; 

13. Decides  that the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall appoint as 
head of the ad hoc  secretariat a senior official of an appropriate level, who shall 
act under the guidance of the /ntergovernmental Negotiating Committee; 

14. Requests  the head 0.F the d hoc  secretariat to co-operate closely with 
the Intergovernmental Paneron Climate Change to ensure that the Panel can respond 
to the needs and requests for objective scientific and technical advice made during 
the negotiating process; 

15. Also regyests  the head of the ed hoc  secretariat to make available, at 
the first session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee, the first 
assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on‘ Climate Change, including its 
paper on legal measures, as well as the background documentation prepared for the 
Panel, as inputs for the negotiations, together with the Ministerial Declaration of 
the Second World Climate Conference à/ and other relevant documents; 

16. Pequente  the Intergovernmental Negotiating,Committee, through the od  hog 
secretariat and taking into account the relevance of the negotiations to the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development, to keep the Preparatory 
Committee for the Conference and the Secretary-General of the Conference, as well 
as the Secretary-General of the United Nations, regularly informed in a timely 
manner, through regular progress reports, of the progress of the negotiationsr 

/ . . . 



A/RES/45/212

Page 5

17. Also-requests the Interg9vernmental Negotiating Committee to take into
account, as appropriate, any relevant developments in the preparations for the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development that the Preparatory
Committee may bring to its attention;

18. Requests the Chairman of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee, on
behalf of the Committee, to submit a report to the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development in 1992 on the outcome of the negotiations, as well as
on possible future steps in the field of climate change1

19. Invites relevant non-governmental organizations to make contributions to
the negotiating process, as appropriate on the understanding that these

organizations shall not have any negotiating role during the process, and taking
into account decision 1/1 concerning the•garticipation of non-governmental
organizations"adopted by the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development at its first session; ¢/

20. Decidg^ that the negotiating process shail be funded through existing
United Nations budgetary resources, without negatively affecting its programmed
activities, and through voluntary contributions to a trust fund established

specifically for that purpose for the duration of the negotiations and administered
by the head of the ad hoc secretariat under the authority of the Secretary-General
of the United Nations;

21. Invites the world Meteorological Organisation and the United Nations
Environment Programme and other relevant bodies of the United Nations system,

including those in the field of development, to make appropriate contributions to
the negotiating process, including its funding;

22. Invites Governments, regional economic integration organizations and
other interested organizations to contribute generously to the trust fund;

23. Requests the head of the ad hoc secretariat to prepare draft rules of
procedure for consideration by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee at its
first session;

24. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-sixth session a report on the progress of the
negotiations;

25. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fôrty-sixth session
the item entitled "Protection of global climate for present and future generations
of mankind".

71st plenary me eti _nv
21 December 1990

¢/ See A/45/46, annex I.
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May 29, 1991
UNEP Governing Council, UNEP/GC. 16/L. 14/Rev. 1

United Nations Centre for Urgent Environmental Assistance
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United Nations %,_11  
Environment 
Programme 

GOVERNING COUNCIL 
Sixteenth session 
Agenda item 4 

UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR URGENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSISTANCE 

Austria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, EgvDt, France, Germany, Guyana, Italv, 

Japan, Kuwait, Lesotho, Mala, Mauritius, Mauritania, 
-Morocco, Netherlands, Nigeria, Oman, Poland, Rwanda, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Switzerland, Tunisia, 

Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist  
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and  
Northern Ireland, Yugoslavia and  

"Zimbabwe: draft decision  

The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decision SS.II/1 of 3 August 1990, in which the 
Governing Council requested the Executive Director to submit a report on, 
inter alia, the establishment of a United Nations centre for urgent 
environmental assistance, 

Recalling also its decision 15/10 of 25 May 1989, particularly the 
operative part by which the Governing Council requested the Executive 
Director, inter alia,  to assess, as a result of the consultations with 
Governments and United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and competent 
regional organizations, the advisability of establishing such a centre and 
the financial implications if any, 

Recalling further  the General Assembly resolutions 42/169 of 
11 December 1987 establishing the International Decade for Natural Disaster 
Reduction and 44/228 of 22 December 1989 concerning the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, 

Noting with concern that environmental emergencies have continued to 
have a devastating effect on human life and the environment, 

Convinced that co-operation amongst Governments and United Nations 
bodies and other competent regional organizations is vital in facing the 
challenges posed by environmental emergencies, 

Having taken note of the 1989 report of the Administrative Committee 
on Co-ordination to the Governing Council at its sixteenth session 
(UNEP/GC.16/13 and Corr.1 (English and French only)) and, in particular, 
its paragraph 23 in which the Committee indicates the importance it 
attaches to the full participation of United Nations system in the 
assessment of the proposed centre, 
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Taking into account  the comments of the Administrative Committee on 
Co-ordination contained in paragraph 12 of its 1990 report to the Governing 
Council at its sixteenth session (UNEP/GC.16/12), 

Noting  that environmental emergencies were the subject of discussion 
at the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly, during which the 
Assembly also approved resolution 44/224 of 22 December 1989, in which it, 
inter alia,  recognized the need to strengthen international co-operation in 
monitoring, assessing and anticipating environmental threats, 

Noting also  that the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development is considering, inter alia, 
appropriate responses to industrial accidents, 

1. Takes note  of the report of the Executive Director on a proposed 
United Nations centre for urgent environmental assistance 
(UNEP/GC.16/4/Add.2, paras. 11-25); 

2. Welcomes  the participation of the United Nations agencies in the 
assessment of the capacity of the United Nations to deal with environmental 
emergencies; 

3. Notes  that the analysis of the responses received to date 
indicates the need to improve the capacity of the United Nations to respond 
efficiently to environmental emergencies; 

4. Endorses  the Executive Director's proposal to proceed with the 
development, on an experimental basis, of a United Nations centre for 
urgent environmental assistance acting in co-operation and in co-ordination 
with other United Nations agencies, focusing on assessment of and responses 
to man-made environmental emergencies. This mechanism will act upon the 
request of the Government concerned and maintain rosters of experts and a 
list of appropriate equipment to be used in such emergencies, ensuring that 
this does not duplicate the existing activities and responsibilities under 
existing international treaties and of other United Nations bodies in these 
fields and maintaining proper liaison with them; 

5. Decides  to establish the above-mentioned mechanism on an 
experimental basis at the beg,inning of 1992 for a period of eighteen months 
with the appropriation proposed by the Executive Director to cover up to 
four Professional staff members and a senior consultant as the necessary 
support staff; 

6. Requests  Governments to support the experimental mechanism by 
providing any necessary complementary financial and material resources; 

7. Requests  the Executive Director to transmit the present decision 
to the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development at its third session, in the context of the 
preparatory process for the Conference; 

8. Further requests  the Executive Director to undertake, in 
consultation with other members of the United Nations system, an evaluation 
of the activities of the body and to report thereon to the Governing 
Council at its seventeenth regular session. 
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UNEP Governing Council, UNEP/GC. 16/L. 26 

Strategies for the Protection and Development of the Oceans 
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UNEP/GC.16/L.26
29 May 1991

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

STRATEGIES FOR THE PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE OCEANS
AND COASTAL AREAS

Draft decision submitted by the Vice-President of the Council
Chairman of the Programme Committee

The Governing Council,

Having reviewed the note of the Executive Director transmitting the
draft highlights of a report on strategies for the protection and
development of the oceans and coastal areas, commissioned in a joint effort
by the United Nations Environment Programme and the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNEP/GC.16/21/Add.5);

1. Welcomes the continuing co-operation between the United Nations
Environment Programme and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission on
the preparation of strategies for the protection and development of the
oceans and coastal areas;

2. Approves the completion of the strategy document by the
United Nations Environment Programme, in co-operation with'the
Integovernmental Oceanographic Commission, as an important input to the
planning of the United Nations Environment Programme, the Integovernmental
Oceanographic Commission and other parts of the United Nations system;

3. Requests the Executive Director to arrange for the completed
document to be submitted to the Governing Council at its [third special
session] [its seventeenth regular session] and the Preparatory Committee of
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development at its fourth
session, through the appropriate channel.

Na.91-0922 11
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UNEP Governing Council, UNEP/GC. 16/L. 27. Rev. 1
The Environmental Consequences of the Armed Conflict in the

Gulf area
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ENGLISH 
ORIGINAL: ARABIC 

GOVERNING COUNCIL 
Sixteenth session 
Nairobi, 20-31 May 1991 
Agenda item 4 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE ARMED CONFLICT IN 
THE GULF AREA 

Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria Arab 
Republic, Tunisia, and Yemen: revised draft decision  

The Governing Council, 

Expressing its concern  about the environmeptal damage that occurred 
during the armed conflict in the Gulf area, which resulted in the pollution 
of the waters of the area by oil, air pollution from burning oil wells and 
other environmental damage to the surrounding areas, 

Further concerned  that the environmental damage has spread and is 
spreading to other regions, 	 • 

Expressing its appreciation  to the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Environment Programme for sending an expert mission to the 
area to make the preliminary impact assessment of the environmental 
situation, 

Expressing its satisfaction  at the efforts made by the United Nations 
Environment Programme and the other international agencies and at the 
participation of the international community in the response to the marine 
and air pollution in the region, 

Taking note of the report of the Executive Director on the 
environmental consequences of the armed conflict between Iraq and Kuwait 
(UNEP/GC.16/4/Add.1), 

Noting with concern  the magnitude of the envirOnmental problem the 
solution of which requires concerted efforts by the international 
community, 

Requests  the Executive Director: 

(a) To increase his efforts -further to enhance co-operation among and 
promote greater involvement of the United Nations agencies and 
organizations, intergovernmental and Governments willing and able to 
provide the expertise and resources needed to deal with the environmental 
impacts in the region; 

(b) To revitalize further the Regional Organization for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment and to strengthen its secretariat and 
its marine emergency mutual aid centre, in order to contribute to the 
solution of the regional environmental problems resulting from the armed 
conflict; 
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(c) To assist other regional organizations concerned in this exercise
without prejudice to the funding or other resources allocated by the
United Nations Environment Programme and other agencies for work in this
field;

(d) To submit to the Governing Council at its next regular session an

updated version of the report called'for in paragraph 2 of decision
16/...,* on developments with respect to the environmental situation and
the extent of the work accomplished, as well as a re-assessment of the
environmental situation in the region.

y

* See draft deçision UNEP/GC.16/L.39.
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INTEGRATION OF ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

Bahamas, Barbados, Chile, Colombia Guyana, Jamaica, Norwa
United States of America and Venezuela: draft decision

The Governina Council,

Conscious of the need to integrate on a permanent basis, the twin
issues of environment and development in the work of the United Nations
system and in the perspective and follow-up action to the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development in a way that reflects the
aspirations and expectations of all countries,

Recognizing that concern for global environmental problems and
resource allocations thereto must not detract attention from efforts by the
world community to support sustainable development, to eliminate
constraints to the achievement of that goal and to combat poverty, which is
both a cause and a consequence of environmental degradation,

1. Decides that the seventeenth session of the Governing Council will
particularly focus on the integration of environment and development in the
programme of the United Nations Environment Programme and in the follow-up
actions arising from the decisions of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development;

2. Requests the Executive Director and the secretariat of the
Programme to contribute actively to the solution of the problems of
technology transfer to the developing countries, particularly in the
pursuit of the concept of sustainable development;

3. Suggests that the Preparatory Committee consisting the feasibility
of linking existing environmental data bases into any new systems for
collection of development data generated by thé Conference process, for
access and easy retrieval by developing countries to assist them in taking
account of environmental concerns in their development planning;

4. Rectuests the secretariat to ensure that all documentation for
future sessions of the Governing Council reflects an integrated approach to
developmental and environmental concerns, as appropriate;

5. Further requests the Executive Director to bring the present
decision to the attention of the Preparatory Committee for the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development.
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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF UNEP

Uaanda• d,-aft decis,o.,*

The Governing Council,

Rec allina General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) of
15 December 1972, by which the United Nations Environment Programme
was established,

Recallin4 further General Assembly resolution 44/228 of
22 December 1989 that established the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development to integrate the twin issues of Environment
and Development,

Aware of Governing Council decision 15/1 of 25 May 1989 that
reaffirmed the United Nations Environment Programme's essential role as the
central catalysing, co-ordinating and stimulating body in the field of the
environment within the United Nations system,

Notin4 the growing need for even more effective co-ordination as well
as direction of the ever-increasing variety and intensity of

environmentally related activities throughout the United Nations system, as
well as the larger international context in which the United Nations systemoperates,

1.
Recommends to the General Assembly that more effective

arrangements be provided to ensure the effective and comprehensive
co-ordination and direction of Environmental activities in the
United Nations system to enable it to meet the new.and expanding

requirements placed upon it by the ever increasing complexity of global
environmental challenges facing the international community, taking into
account the Programme's mandate on global environmental issues;

2.
Supports retaining and strengthening the headquarters of the

United Nations Environment Programme and all its programme activity centres
in Nairobi considering the success the Programme has achieved to date from
this venue and the need to have it better equipped for carrying out.itswork;

3.
Recmrnenas that the General Assembly requests the Preparatory

Committee for the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
to develop the modalities of strengthening the United Nations Environment
Programme and make appropriate recommendations to the Conference;

4.
ReQuests the Executive Director to appraise the Governing Council

on the matter at its next session.

On behalf of the States members of the Group of 77.

Na. 91-0964
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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 

SENIOR ADVISERS TO ECE GOVERNMENTS 
ON ENVIRONMENTAL AND WATER PROBLEMS 

(Fourth session, Espoo, Finland, 
25 February - 1 March 1991) 
(Item 3 of the provisional agenda) 

DRAFT CONVENTION OU ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 
IV A TRANSBOUVDARY  CONTRIT  

Addendum  

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
IN A TRANSBOUNDARY  CONTRIT  

Prepared by the Ad hoc Working Group for adoption 
by the Senior Advisers on Environmental and Water Problems 

at their fourth session 
(ENVWA/AC.3/12. Para- 7 ) 

The signatories to the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a 
Transboundary Context of 	  (date), 

1. Resolve to strive for the entry into force of the Convention as soon as 
possible and to seek to implement the Convention to the maxim= extent 
possible pending its entry into force; 

2. Consider  that, pending the entry into force of the Convention, the 
necessary authority should be given to the Economic Commission for Europe and 
to its Executive Secretary to provide for a sufficient secretariat and, in the 
framework of the existing budgetary structure, for the appropriate financial 
means; 

GE.90-41408 /6495g 
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3. Continue to co-overate in bringing closer together their policies and
strategies in relation to environmental impact assessment;

4. Also endeavour to co-operate closely on the control, monitoring and
reduction of significant adverse transboundary impact associated with existing
activities; and

5. Encourage other United Nations regional commissions to develop
appropriate arrangements relating to environmental impact assessment in a
transboundary context, drawing, as appropriate, on the Convention.

i
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DRAFT CONVENTION ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
.IN A TRANSEIOUNUARY CONTEXT 

'PRFAMEILE 

The Parties to this Convention. 

Aware of the interrelationship between economic activities and their 
environmental consequences. 

Affirming  the need to ensure •nvironmentally Sound did sustainable 
development. 

Determined to enhance international co-operation in assessing 
pevironmental impact in particular in a transboundary context. 

Mindful of the need and importance to develop anticipatory policies and 
of preventing. mitigating and monitoring significant adverse environmental 
impact in general and more specifically in a transboundary context, 

Recall,ing the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations. 
the Declaration of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment, the 
Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co operation in Europe (CSCE) and 
the Concluding Documents of the Madrid and Vienna Meetings of Repre$entatives 
of the Participating States of the CSCE. 

Çor.mending the ongoing activities of States to ensure that. through their 
national legal and administrative provisions and their national policies, 
environmental impact assessment is carried out. 

Conscious of the need to give explicit consideration to environmental 
factors at an early stage in the decision-Making process by applyiftg 
environmental  impact  assessment, at all appropriate administrative levels, as 
a necessary tool to improve the quality of information presented to decision 
—âkers so that environmentallySound decisions can be made paying careful 
attention to minimizing significant adverse impact. particularly in a 
transboundary context. 

Mindful  of the efforts of international organizations to promote the use 
of environmental impact assessment both at the national and international 
levels, and taking into account work on environmental impact assessment 
carried out under the auspices of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe, in particular results achieved by the Seminar on Environmental Impact 
Assessment (September 1987, Warsaw. Poland) - as well as noting the Goals and 
Principles on environmental impact assessment adopted by the Governing Council 
of the United Nations Environment Programme, and the Ministerial Declaration 
on Sustainable Development (May 1990, Bergen, Norway). 
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Haye agreed as follows: 

Article 1 

DEFINIT  IONS  

bor 	purpos.: )( this Convention 

(i) - Parties -  means, unless the text otherwise indicates, the 
Contracting Parties to this Convention; 

(ii) "Party of origin-  means the Contracting Party or Parties to this 
Convention under whose jurisdietion a proposed activity is envisaged to take 
place; 

(iii) "Affected Party -  means the Contracting Party or Parties to this 
Convention likely to be affected by the transboundary impact of a proposed 
activity; 

(iv) -Concerned Parties -  means the Party of origin and the affected 
Party of an environmental impact assessment pursuant to this Convention; 

(v) -Proposed activity-  means any activity or any major change to an 
activity subject to a decision of a competent authority in accordance with an 
app;ieable national procedure; 

(vi) - Environmental impact assessment" means a national procedure for 
•valuating the likely impact of a proposed activity on the environment: 

(vii) - impact -  means any effect caused by a proposed activity on the 
onviron -'ent including human health and safety. flora, fauna. soile air, water ,  
•limate, landscape and historical monuments or other physical structures or 
the interaction among these factors; it also includes effects on cultural 
heritage or socio economic conditions resulting from alterations to those 
facture; 

(viii) "TransboundarY impact -  means any impact.  flot  exclusively of  a 
elobal  nature, within an area under the jurisdiction of a Party caused by a - 
proposed activity the physical origin of which is situated wholly or in part 
within the area under the jurisdicLion of another Party; 

(ix) -00-.petent authority" means the national authority or authorities 
11 0 ::;Knatod by a Party a:: reepors ible for performing the tasks covered by this 

ind/or Ow authority or authorities entrusted by a Party with 

	

dvri!:ion 	powor:: r;:narding a proposed activity; 

(x) "The Public -  means one or more natural or legal persons. 
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Article 2

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. The Parties shall, either individually or jointly, take all appropriat ►:
and effective measures to prevent. reduce and ccyntrol significant adverse

transboundary environmental impact from proposed activities.

2. Each Party shall take the necpssary legal, aciminist.rat ive or othc•r
measures to implement the provisions of this Convention, inc:ludinp, with
respect to proposed activities listed in Appendix I that are likely to cau::e
significant adverse transboundary impact, the establishment of an
environmental impact assessment procedure that permits public participation
and preparation of the environmental impact assessment documentation described
in Appendix II.

3. The Party of origin shall ensure that in accordance with the provisions
of this Convention an environmental impact assessment is undertaken prior to a
decision to authorize or undertake a proposed activity listed in Appendix I
that is likely to cause a significant adverse transboundary impact.

4. The Party of origin shall, consistent with the provisions of this
Convention. ensure that affected Parties are notified of a proposed activity
listed in Appendix I that is likely to cause a significant adverse
transboundary impact.

5. Concerned Parties shall, at the initiative of any such Party, enter into
discussions on whether one or more proposed activit.ies not listed in
Appendix I is or are likely to cause a significant adverse transboundary
impact and thus should be treated as if it or they were so listed. Where
those Parties so agree. the activity or activities shall be thus treated.
General guidance for identifying criteria to determine significant adverse
i:^.pact is set forth in Appendix III.

6. The Party of origin shall provide, in accordance with the provisions of
this Convention, an opportunity to the public in the areas likely to be
affected to participate in relevant environmental impact assessment procedures
regarding proposed activities and shall ensure that the opportunity provided
to the public of the affected Party„is equivalent to that provided to the
public of the Party of origin.

7. Environmental impact assessments as required by this Convention shall, as
a minimum requirement. be undertaken at the project level of the proposed
activity. To the extent appropriate, the Parties shall endeavour to apply the
principles of environmental impact assessment to policies, plans and
programmes.

8. The provisions of this Convention shall not affect the right of Part.ic•s
to implement national laws, regulations, administrative provisions or accepted
legal practices protecting information the supply of which would be
prejudicial to industrial and commercial secrecy or national security.

9. The provisions of this Convention shall not affect the right of

particular Parties to implement, by bilateral or multilateral agreement where
appropriate, more stringent measures than those of the present Convention.

r
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10. The provisions of this Convention shall not prejudice any obligations of 
the Parties under international law with regard to activities having or likely 
to have a transboundary impact. • 

Article 3 

NOTIFICATION 

1. 	For a proposed activity listed in Appendix I that is likely to cause a 
significant adverse transboundary impact. the Party of origin shall ,  for the 
purposes of ensuring adequate and effective consultations under article 5, 
notify any Party which it considers may be an affected Party as early as 
possible and no later than when informing its own public about that proposed 
activity. 

2. 	This notification shall contain ,  inter alia, 

(a) Information on the proposed activity including any available 
information on its possible transboundary impact; 

(b) The nature of the possible decision; and 

(c) An indication of a reasonable time within which a response under 
paragraph 3 of this article is required taking into account the nature of the 
proposed activity: 

and -lay include the information set out in paragraph 4 of this article. 

3. 	The affected Party shall respond to the Party of origin within the time 
specified in the notification. acknowledging receipt of the notification and 
shall indicate whether it intends to participate in the environmental impact 
assessment procedure. 

4. 	If the affected Party indicates that it does not intend to participate in 
the environmental impact assessment procedure, or if it does not respond 
within the time specified in the notification, the provisions in paragraphs 5. 
6, / and 8 of this article .and in articles 4 to 7 will not apply. In such 
circumstances the right of a Party of origin to determine whether to carry out 
an environmental impact assessment on the basis of its national law and 
practice is not prejudiced. 

neon receipt of a response from the affected Party indicating its desire 
lo p ,Iririp.ite in the environmental impact assessment procedure, the Party of 
origin if it has not already done so, provide to the affected Party: 

(a) 	Relevant information regarding the environmental impact assessment 
procedure including an indication of the time schedule for transmittal of 
Co -:aments; and 

(h) 	Relevant information on the proposed activity and its possible 
sitnilicant adverse transboundary impact. 
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6. An affected Party shall. at the request of the Party of origin, pruvitir

the latter with reasonably obtainable information i•elating to the potentially

affected environment under the jurisdiction of the affected Party. where such

information is necessary for the preparation of the environmental impact

assessment documentation. The information shall be furnished prumpt ly and, .is
appropriate, through a joint body where one oxists.

7. When a Party considers that it would be affected by a significant ativrr::c
transboundary impact of a proposed activity listed in Appendix I, and whrn no
notification has taken place in accordance with paragraph 1 of this artirle,
the concerned Parties shall, at the request of the affected Party. ext:hanr,61
sufficient information for the purposes of holding discussions on whether
there is likely to be a significant adverse transboundary impact. If those
Parties agree that there is likely to be a significant adverse transboundary
impact, the provisions of this Convention shall apply accordingly. If those
Parties cannot agree whether -there is likely to be a significant adverse
transboundary impact, any such Party may submit that question to an inquiry

commission in accordance with the provisions of Appendix IV to advise on the
likelihood of significant adverse transboundary impact, unless they agree on
another method of settling this question.

8. The concerned Parties shall ensure that the public of the affected Party
in the areas likely to be affected be inforned of, and be provided with.
possibilities for making comments or objections on, the proposed activity and
for the transmittal of these comments-or objections to the competent authority
of the Party of origin, either directly to this authority or, where
appropriate. through the Party of origin.

Article a

PREPARATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT DOCUMENTATION

1. The environmental impact assessment documentation to be submitted to the
competent authority of the Party of origin shall contain, as a minimum, the
information described in Appendix Il.

2. The Party of origin shall furnish the affected Party, as appropriate
through a joint body where one exists, with the environmental impact
assessment documentation. The concerned Parties shall arrange for
distribution of the documentation to the authorities and the public of the
affected Party in the areas likely to be affected and for the submission of
comments to the competent authority of the Party of origin, either directly to
this authority or. where appropriate. through the Party of origin within a
reasonable time before the final decision is taken on the proposed activity.

Article S

CONSULTATIONS ON THE BASIS OF THE P:NV11t0NHF:NTAL
IMPACT ASSESSMENT DOCUMENTATION

The Party of origin shall, after completion of the environmental impact
assessment documentation, without undue delay enter into consultations with
the affected Party concerning. inter alia, the potential transboundary impact

of the proposed activity and measures to reduce or eliminate its impact.
Consultations may relate to:

r
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(a) Possible alternatives to the proposed activity, including the

no- action alternative and possible measures to mitigate significant adverse

transboundary impact and to monitor the effects of such measures at the
exponse of the Party of origin;

rh) Othor tor^-t; of possible mutual assistance in reducing any
:: iy,n if irant adverse +.ransboundary impact of the proposed activity; and

(c) Any other appropriate matters relating to the proposed activity.

The Parties shall ap,ree, at the cu .Tencement of such consultations, on a
reasonable time frame for the duration of the consultation period. Any such
consultations may be conducted through an appropriate joint body, where one
«-xists.

Article 6

FINAL DECISION

I. The Parties shall pnsure that, in the final decision on the proposed
activity. due account is taken of the outcome of the environmental impact
isscs%;ment including the environmental impact assessment documentation, as
well as the comments thereon received pursuant to articles 3.8 and 4.2. and
the outro*te of the consultations as referred to in article S.

2. The Party of origin shall provide to the affected Party the final

decision on the proposed activity along with the reasons and considerations on
which it was based.

3. If additional information on the significant transboundary impact of a
proposed activity, which was not available at the time a decision was made
with respect to that activity and which could have materially affected the
decision, becomes available to a concerned Party before work on that activity
cu-mir`nces, that Party shall immediately inform the other concerned Party or
Parties. If one of the.concerned Parties so requests.consultations shall be
held as t.o whether the decision needs to be revised.

Article 7

POST- PitOJfrCT ANALYSIS

l. Th#' concr.rned l'ar ► at the request of any such Party. shall determine
wl-i hl•r, and i t ro to wh.it .!xt.•nt. a post- project analysis shall be carried
out. iakiriK into acruunt the likely sirnificant adverse transboundary impact
ul the :ict.ivity for which an environmental impact assessment has been
l,ndcrtakrn pursuant to this Convention. Any post-project analysis undertaken
nha1l include. in particular, the surveillance of the activity and the

determination of any adverse transboundary impact. Such surveillance and

detrr,nin.it.ion may be undertaken with a view to achieving the objectives listed
in Aprendix V.

2. When, as a result of post project analysis. the Party of origin or the
aftectrd Party has reasonable grounds for concluding that there is a
,ignific:int adverse transbuundary impact or factors have been discovered which
-nay result in such an impact, it shall inm ►ediately inform the other Party.
The concerned Pat-Lie:; shall then consult on necessary measures to reduce or
rl iminale the impact.
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Article _A 

BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL CO-OPERATION 

The Parties may continue existing or enter into new bilatPral or 
multilateral agreements or other arrangements in order to implement their 
obligations under this Convention. Such agreements or other arrangement!: nay 
be based on the elements listed in Appendix 111. 

Article  .9 

RESEARCH PROGRAMMES 

The Parties shall give special consideration to the setting up, or 
intensification of. specific research programmes aimed at: 

(a) Improving existing qualitative and quantitative methods for 
assessing the impacts of proposed activities; 

(b) Achieving a better understanding of cause-effect relationships and 
their role in integrated environmental management; 

(c) Analysing and monitoring the efficient implementation of decisions 
on proposed activities with the intention of minimizing or preventing impacts; 

(d) Developing methods to stimulate creative approaches in the search 
for environmentally sound alternatives to proposed activities, production and 
conzumption patterns; 

(e) Developing methodologies for the application of the principles of 
environmental impact assessment at the macro-economic level. 

The results of the-programmeslisted above shall be exchanged by the Parties. 

Article 10 

STATUS OF THE APPENDICES 

The appendices attached to ths Convention form an integral part of the 
Convention. 

Article 11 

MEETING OF PARTIES 

I. 	The Parties shall meet, so far as possible. in connection with the annual 
sessions of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental and Water 
Problems. The first meeting of the Parties shall be convened not later than 
one year after the date of the entry into force of this Convention. 
Thereafter. meetings of the Parties shall be held at such other times as may 
be deemed necessary by a meeting of the Parties, or at the written'request of 
any Party ,  provided that, within six months of the request being communicated 
to them by the secretariat, it is supported by at least one third of the 
Parties. 
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2. 	The Parties shall keep under continuous review the implementation of the 
Convention, and. with this purpose in mind, shall: 

(4) 	Review the policieS and methodological approaches to environmental 
impact 4..;!;eaement by the Parties with a view to further improving 
enviconiental imp4et 4ese!;:;ment procedures in a transboundary context; 

(b) 	Exchange information regarding experience gained in concluding and 
impleme riling bilateral 4nd multilateral agreementa or other arrangements 
•egarding the use of environmental impact aseessment in a transboundary 
context to which one or move of the Parties are party; 

(c) Seek, where appropriate, the services of competent international 
bodies and scientific committees in methodological and technical aspects 
pertinent to the achievement or the purposes of this Convention; 

(d) At their first meeting. consider and by consensus adopt rules of 
procedure for their meetings; 

(e) Consider and, where necessary. adopt proposals for amendments to 
this Convention; 

(f) Consider and undertake any additional action that may be required 
for the achievement of the purposes of this Convention. 

Article  12  

RIGHT TO VOTE 

1. Each Party to this Convention shall have one vote. 

2. Except as provided for in paragraph 1 of this article, regional 
•conomic integration organizations, in matters within their competence, shall 
exercise thPir right to vote with a number of votes equal to the number of 
thnir member States which are Parties to the Convention. Such organizations 
shall not exercise their right to vote if their member States exercise theirs. 
and vice versa. 

Article 13 

SECRETARIAT 

The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe shall carry 
out Iho following eecretariat functions: 

(a) The convening and pr.:paring of meetings of the Parties; 

(b) The tranemission of reports and other information received  in 
 accordance with the provisions of this Convention to the Parties; and 

(r) 	The perforinance of other functions as may be provided for in this 
Convention or as may be determined by the Parties. 
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Article 14 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONVENTION 

1. Any Party may propose amendments to this Convention. 

2. Proposed amendments shall be submitted in writing to the secretariat 
which shall communicate them to all Parties. The proposed amendments shall be 
discussed at the next meeting of the Parties provided those proposals have 
been circulated by the secretariat to the Parties at least ninety days in 
advance. 

3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement on eny proposed 
amendment to this Convention by consensus. If all efforts at consensus have 
been exhausted,  and no agreement reached, the amendment shall as a last resort 
be adopted by a three fourths majority vote of the Parties present and voting 
at the meeting. 

4. kmendments to this Convention adopted in accordance with paragraph 3 of 
this article shall be submitted by the Depositary to all Parties for 
ratification, approval or acceptance. They shall enter into force for Parties 
having ratified, approved or accepted them on the ninetieth day after the 
receipt by the Depositary of notification of their ratification ,  approval or 
acceptance by at least three fourths of these Parties. Thereafter they shall 
enter into force for any other Party on the ninetieth day after that Party 
deposits its instrument of ratification, approval or acceptance of the 
amendments. 

5. For the purpose of this article, -Parties present and voting" means 
Parties present and casting an affirmative or negative vote. 

6. The voting procedure set forth in paragraph 3 of this article is not 
intended to constitute a precedent for future agreements negotiated within the 
Economic  Commission forEurope. 

Article 15  

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

1. If a dispute arises between ted or more Parties about the interpretation 
or application of this Convention, they shall seek a solution by negotiation 
or by any other method of dispute settlement acceptable to the parties to the 
dispute. 

2. When signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this 
Convention, or at any time thereafter, a Party may declare in writing to the 
Depositary that for a dispute not resolved in accordance with paragraph I of 
this article, it accepi's one or both of the following means of dispute 
settlement as compulsory in relation to any Party accepting the same-
obligation; 

(a) 	Submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice; 

(h) 	Arbitration in accordance with the procedure set out in 
Appendix VII. 



3. If the parties to the dispute have accepted both means of dispute

settlement referred to in paragraph 2 of this article, the dispute may be

submitted only to the International Court of Justice, unless the parties agree
otltrci+i se.

Article 16

SIGNATURE

This Convention shall be open for signature at Espoo (Finland) from
25 February to 1 March 1991 and thereafter at the United Nations Headquarters
in New York until 2 September 1991 by the member States of the Economic
Commission for Europe as well as States having consultative status with the
Economic Commission for Europe pursuant to paragraph 8 of the Economic and

Social Council c••solution 36 (IV) of 28 March 1967. and by regional economic
integration organizations constituted by sovereign States members of the

Economic Commission for Europe to which their member States have transferred
competence in respect of matters governed by this Convention. including the
cnmpetence to enter into treaties in respect of these matters.

Article 17

KA1'1F•1c;ATlON. ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL AND ACCESSION

I.
This Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval

by nignatory States and regional economic integration organizations.

2.
This Convention shall be open for accession as from 3 September 1991 by

the States and oc•ganizations referred to in article 16.

3.
The instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall

be dcposited with the Secretary-C«.neral of the United Nations, who shall
porfoc•m the functions of Depositary.

A.
Any organization referred to in article 16 which becomes Party to this

Convention without any of its member States being a Party shall be bound by
all the obligations under,the Convention. In the case of such organizations.
one or more of whose membcr States is a Party to the Convention. the
oc•ganization and its member States shall decide on their respective
r..sponsibilities for the performance of their obligations under the
Convention. In such cases. the orSanization and the member States shall not
he en+ itictf to .•xorcise r ip,hts under the Convention concurrently.

'^ • In thoic isr,te^^ ^^^nt_: of ratification. acceptance. approval or accession,
i.lW c•l•v iunal 4^cu+iomic iirt«,gc•at_i.on organizations referred to in article 16
>;ha L l der lare the extent of their competence with respect to the matters
Yovt:c•r+ed by the Convention. These organizations shall also inform the
Urpo::i t:+c'y of any relevant modification to the extent of their competence.

Article 18

ENTRY INTO FORCE

l. This Couvent ion shill enter into force on the ninetieth day after the
lfa0• Of 'feposi.t of the sixternth instrument of ratification. acceptance.
appc•uva l or acce!;s ion .
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2. For the purposes of paragraph I of this article. any ittslctirnrnt depusil.•d

by a regional economic integration organization shall not'tio rountcd as

additional to those deposited by mrmbcr States of such an urKaniZati0n.

3. For each State or organization referred to in artic le 16 which rat if i(-:-.

accepts or approves this Convent ion or accedt.s t hcrrtu at tot- the d.!p,)s i t ot
the sixteenth instrument of ratif ieation, acrept_ance. approval or d.:co::sion,
the Convention shall enter into force on the nincti•fth djy aft.^r the da!f: .if
deposit by such State or organization of its instrumrnl of rat il ic.I ion.
acceptance, approval or accession.

Article 19

WITHDRAWAL

At any time after four years from the date on which this Convention has
come into force with respect to a Party. that Party may withdraw from the
Convention by giving written notification to the Depositary. Any such
withdrawal shall take effect on the ninetieth day after the date of its
receipt by the Depositary. Any such withdrawal shall not affect the
application of articles 3 to 6 of the Convention to a proposed activity in
respect of which a notification has been made pursuant to article 3.1 or a
request has been made pursuant to article 3.7 before such withdrawal took
effect.

Article 20

AUTHENTIC TEXTS

The original of this Convention, of which the English, French and Russian
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations.

r
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. APPENDIX I 

LIST OF ACTIVITIES 

1: 	Crude oil refineries (excluding undertakings manufacturing only 
lubricants from crude oil) and installations for the gasification and 
liquefaction of b00 tonnes or more of coal or bituminous shale per day. 

Z. 	Thermal power stations and other combustion installations with a heat 
output  of  300 megawatts or more and nuclear power stations and other nucle.ir 
rear-tors (except research installations for the production and conversion 1( 
fissionable and fertile materials, whose maximum power does not exceed 
1 kilowatt continuous thermal load). 

3. Installations solely designed for the production or enrichment of nuc14-qr 
fuels, for the reprocessing of irradiated nuclear fuels or for the storage, 
disposal and processing of radioactive waste. 

4. Major installations for the initial smelting of cast-iron and steel and 
for the production of non-ferrous metals. 

5. Installations for the extraction of asbestos and for the processing 4nd 
transformation of asbestos and products containing asbestos; for 
asbestos.cement products ,  with an annual production of more than 20.000 tonnes 
finiehed product; for friction material ,  with an annual production of more 
than 50 tonnes finished product; and for other asbestos utilization of more 
than 200 tonnes per year. 

6. Integrated chemical installations. 

/. 	Construction of motorways, express roads 1/ and lines for long-distance 
railway traffic and of airports with a basic runway length of 2,100 metres or 
more. 

8. 	Large diameter oil and,gas pipelines. 

9. Trading ports and also inland waterways and ports for inland-waterway 
traffic which permit the passage of vessels of over 1,350 tonnes. 

10. Waste disposal installations for the incineration. chemical treatment or 
landfill of toxic and dangerous wastes. 

11. Large dams and reservoirs. - 

12. Groundwater abstraction activities in cases where the annual volume of 
water lo be abstracted amounts to 10 million cubic metres or more. 

13. Pulp and paper manufacturing of 200 air dried metric tonnes or more per 
day. 

14. Major mining ,  on-site extraction and processing of metal ores or coal. 

15. Offshore hydrocarbon production. 
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16. Major storage facilities for petroleum, petrochemical and chemical 

products. 

17. Deforestation of large areas. 

For the purposes of this Convention: 

-Motorway -  means a-road specially designed and built for motor 
traffic, which does not serve properties bordering on it, and which: 

(a) Is provided, except at special points or temporarily, with 
separate carriageways for the two directions of traffic, separated from each 
other by a dividing strip not intended for traffic or, exceptionally, by other 
-e4ne; 

(b) Does not cross at level with any road, railway or tramway 
t--ick, or footpath: and 

(c) Is specially sign-posted as a motorway. 

-Express road -  means a road reserved for motor traffic accessible 
•)nly fro .n interchanges or controlled junctions and on which, in particular, 
,.:ping•and parking are prohibited on the running carriageway(s). 
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•APPF.NDIX II

CONTENT OF THE F:NVIRONHENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT DOCUMENTATION

Information to be included in the environmental impact assessment
documentation shall. as a minimum, contain, in accordance with article 4:

(a) A desi:ription of the proposed activity and its purpose;

(b)
A d.•scription, where appropriate, of reasonable alternatives (fur

oxample, locational or technological) to the proposed activity and also t.hc•
no action alternative;

(r) A description of the environment likely to be significantly
affected by the proposed activity and its alternatives;

(d)
A description of the potential environmental impact of the proposed

act.ivity and its alternatives and an estimation of its significance;

(e)
A description of mitigation measures to keep adverse environmcntal

imWact to a minimum;

(f)
An explicit indication of predictive methods and underlying

assurypt.ions as well as the relevant environmental data used;

(f;) An identification of gaps in knowledge and uncertainties►:t1COUnLrL•rd in cotlpi ling the required information;

(h) 'h•_re appropriate. an outline for monitoring and management
prograrmes and any plans for post•project analysis; and

(i) A non•technical summat•y including a visual presentation as
appropriate (maps. graphs. etc.).
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APPENDIX III 

GENERAL CRITERIA TO ASSIST IN THE DETERMINATION OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE OF ACTIVITIES NOT LISTED IN APPENDIX t 

I.' In considering proposed activities to which article 2.5 applies, the 
concerned Parties may consider whether the activity is likely to have a 
significant adverse transboundary impact in particular by virtue of one or 
more of the following criteria: 

(a) Size: proposed activities which are large for the type of the 
activity: 

(b) Location: proposed activities which are located in or close to an 
area of special environmental sensitivity or importance (such as wetlands 
designated under the Ramsar Convention, national parks, nature reserves, sites 
of special scientific interest, or sites of archaeological, cultural or 
historical importance); also proposed activities in locations where the 
characteristics of proposed development would be likely to have significant 
effects on the population; 

(c) Effects: proposed activities with particularly complex and 
potentially adverse effects including those giving rise to serious effects on 
•u-ans or on valued species or organisms, those which threaten the existing or 
potential use of an affected area and those causing additional loading which 
cannot be sustained by the carrying capacity of the environment. 	 - 

2. 	The concerned Parties shall consider for this purpose proposed activities 
which dre located close to an international frontier as well as more remote 
pu)pesed activities which could give rise to significant transboundery 
effects tar removed-from the site of development. 
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APPENDIX IV

INQUIRY PROCEDURE

1.
The requesting Party or Parties shall notify the secretariat that it

they submit(s) the question of whether a proposed activity Listed in

Appendix I is )i.kely to have a significant adverse transboundary impact to .,n
inquiry con-mission established in accordance with the provisions of this
Appondix.

This notification shall state the subject-matter of the inquiry.
The secretari.at shall notify immediately all Parties to the Convention of c.hi:;
r.uhmi.s5 ion.

2.
The inquiry commission shall consist of three members. Both the

requr_sting party and the other party to the inquiry procedure shall appoint a
scientific or technical expert and the two experts so appointed shall

designate by common agreement the third expert who shall be the president of
the inquiry commission.

The latter shall not be a national of one of the
parties to the inquiry procedure, nor have his or her usual place of residence
in the territory of one of these parties, nor be employed

by any of them, nor
have dealt with the :natter in any other capacity.

3.
If the president of the inquiry conpi.ssion has not been designated within

two Tonths of the appointment of the second expert, the Executive Secretary of
the iiconnmic Corimission for Europe shall. at the request of either party,
designate the president within a further two-:nonth period.

4. 11 one of the parties to the inquiry procedure does not appoint an expert
within one :nonth of its receipt of the notification by the secretariat, the
other party may inform the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for
Europe who shall designate the president of the inquiry commission within a
fucthr.r two month period. Upon designation, the president of the inquiry

commission shall request the party which has not appointed an expert to do so
wit.hin one month.

After such a period. the president shall inform the
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe who shall make this
appointmectt within a further two-month period.

5. The inquiry commission shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

6.
The inquiry commission may take all appropriate measures in order to

carry out its functions.

7. The parties to the inquiry procedure shall facilitate the work of the
inquiry commission and, in particular, using all means at their disposal,shall:

(a) t'ruvide it with all relevant documents, facilities and
infoc-aation; and

(b) Enable it,-where necessary, to call witnesses or experts and
receive their evidence.

8.
The parties and the experts shall protect the confidentiality of any

information they receive in confidence during the work of the inquiry
commission.
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9. If one of the parties to the inquiry procedure does not appear before the

inquiry commission or fails to present its case. the other party may request

the inquiry commission to continue the proceedings and to complete its work.

Absence of a party or failure of a party to present its case shall not

constitute a bar to the continuation and completion of the work of thc inquiry

CoR'1T11SSlon.

10. Unless the inquiry commission determines otherwise because of the
particular circumstances of the matter, the expenses of the inquiry
cornission, including the remuneration of its members, shall be borne by the
parties to the inquiry procedure in equal shares. The inquiry commission
shall keep a record of all its expenses, and shall furnish a final statement

thereof to the parties.

11. Any Party having an interest of a factual nature in the subject-matter of
the inquiry procedure, and which may be affected by an opinion in the matter,

-,ay intervene in the proceedings with the consent of the inquiry commission.

12. The decisions of the inquiry commission on matters of procedure shall be
tiken by majority vote of its members. The final opinion of the inquiry
co-•.-ission shall reflect the view of the majority of its members and shall

include any dissenting view.

13. The inquiry commission shall present its final opinion within
two --onihs of the date on which it was established unless it finds it

:o:ccs,>iry to extend this time limit for a period which should not exceed two

- ont hs .

14 The final opinion of the inquiry commission shall be based on accepted
:-_• i••nt. if ic principles. The final opinion shall be transmitted by the ;nquiry

v.- is::icn te the parties to the inquiry procedure and to the secretariat.

r
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APPENDIX V 

POST-PROJECT ANALYSIS 

Objectives include: 

- (a) 	Monitoring compliance with the conditions as set out in the 
aulhorization or approval of the activity and the effectiveness of mitigation  
-leasuroe; 

(h) 	Review of an impact for proper management and in order to cope with 
uncertainties; 

(c) 	Verification of past predictions in order to transfer experience tu 
future activities of the same type. 



ENVWA/R.36 
page 20 
Appendix VI 

APPENDIX VI 

ELEmENTS FOR BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL CO-OPERAT1ON 

I. 	Concerned Parties may set up, where appropriate, institutional 
arrangements or enlarge the mandate of existing institutional arrantements 
within the framework of bilateral and multilateral agreements in order.  to give 
full effect to this Convention. 

2. 	Bilateral and multilateral agreements or other arrangements may include: 

(a) 	Any additional requirements for the implementation of this 
Convention, taking into account the specific conditions of the subregion 
concerned; 

(h) 	Institutional, administrative and other arrangements, to be made on 
a reciprocal and equivalent basis; 

(c) Harmonization of their policies and measures for the protection of 
thr environment in order to attain the greatest possible similarity in 
standards and methods related to the implementation of environmental impact 
assessment; 

(d) Developing, improving, and/or harmonizing methods for the 
identification. measurement, prediction and assessment of impacts, and for 
pi)st project analysis; 

(e) Developint and/or improving methods and programmes for the 
g:ollection, analysis, storage and timely dissemination of comparable data 
re?,4r4ing• environmental quality in order to provide input into environmental 
1 -pact assessment; 	_ 

(f) The establishment of threshold levels and more specified criteria 
t.  dofining the significance of transboundary impacts related td the 

ileation, nature or size of proposed activities, for which environmental 
i-pact assessment in accordance with the provisions of this Convention shall 
1)( dpplied; and the establishment„of critical loads of transboundary pollution; 

(t) 	Undertaking, where appropriate, joint environmental impact 
ae:;v:;7ent. development of joint monitoring programmes, intercalibration of 
l'unitnring devices and harmonization of methodologies with a view to renderint 
the data and information obtained compatible. 
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APPENDIX VII 

ARBITRATION 

1. 	The claimant Party or Parties shall notify the secretariat that the 
Parties have agreed to submit the dispute to arbitration pursuant to 
article 15.2 of this Convention. The notification shall state the subject 
-Iattrr of arbitration and include, in particular, the articles of this 
ronvrntion, the interpretation or application of which are at issue. The 
eecretariat hall forward the information received to all Parties to this 
Convention. 

2.. The arbitral tribunal shall consist of three members. Both the clai -nant 
Party or Parties and the other Party or Parties to the dispute shall appoint 
an arbitrator and the two arbitrators so appointed shall designate by co7. : - on 
agreement the third arbitrator who shall be the president of the arbitral 
tribunal. The latter shall not be a national of one of the parties to thr 
dispute, nor have his or her usual place of residence in the territory of one 
of these Parties, nor be employed by any of them, nor have dealt with the case 
in any other capacity. 

3. If the president of the arbitral tribunal has not been designated within 
two months of the appointment of the second arbitrator. the Executive 
Serretary of the Economic Commission for Europe shall, at the request of 
either party to the dispute. designate the president within a further 
two-month period. 

4. 1f one of the parties to the dispute does not appoint an arbitrator 
within two months of the receipt of the request, the other party may inform 
the Executive Seceetary of the Economic Commission for Europe who shall 
designate the president of the arbitral tribunal within a further two-month 
period. Upon designation, the president of the arbitral tribunal shall 
request the party which has not appointed an arbitrator to do so within two 
months. After such a period, the president shall inform the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe who shall make this 
appointment within a further two-month period. 

5. The arbitral tribunal shall render its decision in accordande with 
international law and in accordance with the provisions of this Convention. 

6. Any arbitral tribunal constituted under the provisions set out herein 
shall draw up its own rules of procedure. 

7. The decisions of the arbitral-tribunal, both on procedure and on 
substance, shall be taken by majority vote of its members. 

8. The tribunal may take all appropriate measures in order to establish the 
facts. 

9. The parties to the dispute shall facilitate the work of the arbitral 
tribunal and, in particular, using all means at their disposal, shall: 

(a) Provide it with all relevant documents, facilities and 
information; and 

(b) Enable it, where necessary, to call witnesses or experts and 
rebra;up. 
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10. The parties and the arbitrators shall protect the confidentiality of any
information they receive in confidence during the proceedings of the arbitral
tribunal.

11. The arbitral tribunal may, at the request of one of the partiez,
recominend interim measures of protection.

12. If one of the parties to the dispute does not appear before the arbitral
tribunal or fails to defend its case, the other party may request the tribunal
to continue the proceedings and to render its final decision. Absence of a
party or failure of a party to defend its case shall not constitute a bar to
the proceedings. Before rendering its final decision, the arbitral tribunal
-aust satisfy itself that the claim is well founded in fact and law.

13. The arbitral tribunal may hear and determine counter-claims arising
direct.ly out of the subject matter of the dispute.

14. Unless the arbitral tribunal determines otherwise because of the
particular circumstances of the case, the expenses of the tribunal. including
the remuneration of its members, shall be borne by the parties to the dispute
in equal shares. The tribunal shall keep a record of all its expenses. and
.hall furnish a final statement thereof to the parties.

:,. Any Party to this Convention having an interest of a legal nature in the
=::b;^ :+ -att,:r of the dispute, and which may be affected by a decision in the

,-•ay intervene in the proceedings with the consent of the tribunal.

t The arbitral tribunal shall render its award within five months of the
:a•.^ on which it is established unless it finds it necessary to •:xtend the

'i-•it for a period which should not exceed five months.

award of the arbitral tribunal shall be accompanied by a statement of
It shall be final and binding upon all parties to the dispute. The

;•.^: w:;1 be transmitted by the arbitral tribunal to the parties to the
::;^^.^• and to the secretariat. The secretariat will forward the information
•••,•ivrcj to all Parties to this Convention.

Any dispute which may arise between the parties concerning the
nt.••u;.i•-^tation or execution of the award may be sumitted by either party to

'1,I >ii•hitral tribunal which made the award or, if the latter cannot be seized
•`^+r^^(, to another tribunal constituted for this purpose in the same ^1anru•r

hr f i I•st.

i
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January 30, 1991 
Bamako, Mali 

Bamako Convention 



BAMAKO CONVENTION ON THE BAN OF THE IMPORT INTO AFRICA 
AND THE CONTROL OF TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENT 

OF HAZARDOUS WASTES WITHIN AFRICA 



PREAMBLE

The Parties to this Convention,

1. Mindful of the growing threat to human health and the environment posed by the
increased generation and the complexity of hazardous wastes,

2. Further mindful that the most effective way of protecting human health and the
environment from the dangers posed by such wastes is the reduction of their generation
to a minimum in terms of quantity and/or hazard potential,

3. Aware of the risk of damage to human health and the environment caused by
transboundary movements of hazardous wastes,

4. Reiterating that States should ensure that the generator should carry out his
responsibilities with regard to the transport and disposal of hazardous wastes in a manner
that is consistent with the protection of human health and environment, whatever the
place of disposal,

5. Recalling relevant Chapter of the Charter of the Organization of African Unity
(OAU) on environmental protection, the African Charter for Human and Peoples's
Rights, chapter IX of the Lagos Plan of Action and other Recommendations adopted by
the Organization of African Unity on the environment,

6. Further recognizing the sovereignty of States to ban the importation into, and the
transit through, their territory, of hazardous wastes and substances for human health and
environmental reasons,

7. Recognizing also the increasing mobilization in Africa for the prohibition of
Transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and their disposal in African countries,

8. Convinced that hazardous wastes should, as far as is compatible with
environmentally sound and efficient management, be disposed in the State where they
were generated,

9. Convinced that the effective control and minimization of transboundary
movements of hazardous wastes will act as an incentive, in Africa and elsewhere, for the
reduction of the volume of the generation of such wastes,

10. Noting that a number of international and regional agreements deal with the
problem of the protection and preservation of the environment with regard to the'transit
of dangerous goods,

11. Taking into account the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment (Stockholm, 1972), the Cairo Guidelines and Principles for the
Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous Wastes adopted by the Governing
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) by Decision 14/30 of
17 june, 1987, the Recommendations of the United Nations Committee of Experts on the
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Transport of Dangerous Goods (formulated in 1957 and updated biennially), the Charter
of Human Rights, relevant recommendations, declaration, instruments and regulations
adopted within the United Nations System, the relevant Articles of the 1989 Basel
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their
Disposal, allows for the establishment of regional agreements which may be equal to or
stronger than its own provisions, Article 39 of the Lome IV Convention relating to the

international movement of hazardous wastes and radioactive wastes, African inter-
governmental organizations and the work and studies done within other international and

regional organizations.

12. Mindful of the sprit, principles, aims and functions of the African Convention on
the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources adopted by the African Heads of
State and Government in Algiers (1968) and the world Charter for Nature adopted by

the General Assembly of the United Nations at its Thirty-seventh session (1982) as the

rule of ethics in respect of the protection of human environment and the conservation

of natural resources.

13. Concerned by the problems of the transboundary traffic in bazardous wastes,

14. Recognizing the need to promote the development of clean production methods,
including clean technologies, for the sound management of hazardous wastes produced

in Africa, in particular, to avoid, minimize and eliminate the generation of suclr wastes,

15. Recognizing also that when necessary hazardous wastes should be transported in
accordance with relevant international conventions and recommendations,

16. Determined to protect, by strict control, the human health of the African
population and the environment against the adverse effects which may result from the

generation of hazardous wastes,

17. Affirming a commitment also to responsibly address the problem of hazardous

wastes originating within the Continent of Africa,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS :

ARTICLE 1

IDEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Convention :

1, "Wastes" are substances or materials which are disposed of, or are intended to be
disposed of, or are required to be disposed of by the provisions of national law ;

2. "Hazardous wastes" shall mean wastes as specified in Article 2 of this Convention.

3. "Management" means the prevention and. reduction of hazardous wastes and the
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collection, transport, storage, treatment either for re-use or disposal of hazardous wastes
including after-care of disposal sites ;

4. "Transboundary movement" means any movement of hazardous wastes from an
area under the national jurisdiction of any state to or through an area under the national
jurisdiction of another State, or to or through an area not under the national jurisdiction
of another State, provided at least two States are involved in the movement ;

5. "Clean production methods" means production or industrial systems which avoid
or eliminate the generation of hazardous wastes and hazardous products in conformity
with Article 4, Section 3 (f) and (g) of this Cofivention ;

6. "Disposal" means any operation specified in Annex III to this Convention ;

7. "Approved site or facility" means a site or facility for the disposal of hazardous
wastes which is authorised or permitted to operate for this purpose by a relevant
authority of the State where the site or facility is located ;

8. "Competent authority" means one governmental authority designated by a Party
to be responsible, within such geographical areas as the Party may think fit, for receiving
the notification of a transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and any information
related to it, and for responding to such a notification, as provided in Article 6;

9. "Focal point" means the entity of a Party referred to in Article 5 responsible for
receiving and submitting information as provided for in Articles 13 and 16 ;

10. -"Environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes" means taking all
practicable steps to ensure that hazardous wastes are managed in a manner which will
protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects which may result
from such wastes ;

11. "Area under the national jurisdiction of a State" means any land, marine area or
airspace within which a State exercises administrative and regulatory responsibility in
accordance with international law in regard to the protection of human health or the
environment ;

12. "State of export" means a State from which a transboundary movement of
hazardous wastes is planned to be initiated or is initiated ;

13. "State of import" means a State to which a transboundary movement is planned
or takes place for the purpose of disposal therein or for the purpose of loading prior to
disposal in an area not under the national jurisdiction of any State ;

14. "State of transit" means any State, other than the State of export or import,
through which a movement of hazardous wastes is planned or takes place ;
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15. "States concerned" means Parties which are States of export  or import, or transit 
States whether or not Parties ; 

16. "Person" means any natural or legal person ; 

16. "Exporter" means any person under the jurisdiction of the State export  who 
arranges for hazardous wastes to be expo rted ; 

17. "Exporter" means any person under the jurisdiction of the State export who 
arranges for hazardous wastes to be exported ; 

18. "Importer" means any person under the jurisdiction of the State of import who 
arranges for hazardous wastes to be impo rted; 

19. "Carrier", means any person who carries out the transport of hazardous wastes ; 

20. "Generator" means any person whose activity produces hazardous wastes, or, if 
that person is not known, the person who is in possession and/or control of those wastes; 

21. "Disposer" means any person to whom hazardous wastes are shipped and who 
carries out the disposal of such wastes; 

22. "Illegal traffic" means any uansboundary movement of hazardous wastes as 
specified in Article 9; 

22. 	"Dumping at sea" means the deliberate disposal of hazardous wastes at  sa  from 
vessels, aircraft, platforms or other man-made structures at sea, and includes ocean 
incineration and disposal into the seabed and sub-seabed. 

, ARTICLE 2  

SCOPE OF THE CONVENTION  

1. 	The following substances shall be "hazardous wastes" for the purposes of this 
convention: 

a) Wastes that belong to any category contained in Annex I of this 
Convention; 

b) Wastes that are not covered under paragraph (a) above but are defined as, 
or are considered to be, hazardous wastes by the domestic legislation of 
the State of export, import or transit; 

c) 	Wastes which possess any of the characteristics contained in Annex II of 
this Convention; 
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FIR7-2rdous substances which have been banned, cancelled or refused 
registration by gove rnment regulatory action, or voluntarily withdrawn 
from registration, in the country of manufacture, for human health and 
environmental reasons. • 

2. Wastes which, as a result of being radioactive, are subject to any international 
control systems, including international instruments, applying specifically to radioactive 
materials, are included in the scope of this Convention. 

3. Wastes which derive from the normal operations of a ship, the discharge of which 
is covered by another international instrument, shall  not fall within the scope of this 
Convention. 

ARTICLE 3  

NATIONAL DEFINITIONS OF HAZARDOUS WASTES  

1. Each State shall, within six months of becoming a Party to this Convention, inform 
the Secretariat of the Convention of the wastes, other than those listed in Annex 1 of this 
Convention, considered or defined as hazardous under its national legislation and of any 
requirements concerning transboundary movement procedures applicable to such wastes. 

2. Each Party shall subsequently inform the Secretariat of any significant changes to 
the information it has provided pursuant to Paragraph 1 of this Convention. 

3. ' The Secretariat shall forthwith inform a ll  Parties of the information it has 
received pursuant to Paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article. 

4. Parties shall  be responsible for making the information transmitted to them by the 
Secretariat under Paragraph 3 of this Article, available to their exporters and other 
appropriate bodies. 

ARTICLE 4  

GENERAL OBLIGATIONS  

1. 	Hazardous Waste Import Ban 

All Parties shall take appropriate legal, administrative and other measures within the 
area under their jurisdiction to prohibit the import of all  hazardous wastes, for any 
reason, into Africa from non-Contracting Parties. Such import shall be deemed illegal 
and a criminal act. All Parties shall : 

a) 	Forward as soon as possible, all  information relating to such illegal 
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hazardous waste import activity to the Secretariat ,:vho  shall  distribute the 
information to all C,ontraciing Parties; 

b) 	Co-operate to ensure that no imports of hazardous wastes from a non- 
Party enter to this Convention. To this end, the Parties shall, at the 
Conference of the C,ontracting Parties consider other enforcement 
mechanisms. 

2. Ban on Dumping of Hazardous Wastes at Sea),Internal Waters and Waterways. 

a) 	Parties in conformity with related international conventions and 
instruments shall, in the exercise of their jurisdiction within their internal 
waters, territorial seas, exclusive' economic zones and continental shelf, 
adopt legal, administrative and other appropriate measures to control all 
carriers from non-Parties, and prohibit the dumping at sea of hazardous 
wastes, including their incineration at sea and their disposal in the seabed 
and sub-seabed; any dumping of hazardous wastes at sea, including 
incineration at sea as well as seabed and sub-seabed disposal, by 
Contracting Parties, whether in internal waters, territorial seas, exclusive 
economic zones or high seas shall be deemed to be illegal; 

Parties shall fonvard, as soon as possible, ail information relating to 
dumping of hazardous wastes to the Secretariat which shall distribute the 
information to all Contracting Parties. 

3. Waste Generation in Africa 

Each Party shall: 

a) Ensure that hazardous waste generators submit to the Secretariat reports 
regarding the wastes that they generate in order to enable the Secretariat 
of the Convention to produce a complete hazardous waste audit; 

b) impose  unlimited liability as well as joint and several liability on hazardous 
waste generators; 

c) ensure that the generation of hazardous wastes within the area under its 
jwisdiction is reduced to a minimum taking into account social, 
technological and economic aspects; 

d) Ensure the availability of adequate treatment and/or  disposa]  facilities, for 
the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes which shall 
be located, to the extent possible, witEin its jurisdiction; 

Ensure that persons involved in the management of hazardous wastes 
within its jurisdiction take such steps as are necessary to prevent pollution 
arising from such wastes and, if such pollution occurs, to minimize the 
consequence thereof for human health and the environment; 
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The Adoption of Precautionary Measures:

f) Each Party shall strive to adopt and implement the preventive,
precautionary approach to pollution problems which entails, inter-alia,
preventing the release into the environment of substances which may cause
harm to hnma„c or the environment without waiting for scientific proof
regarding such harm The Parties shall co-operate with each other in
taking the appropriate measures to implement the precautionary principle
to pollution prevention through the application of clean production
methods, rather than the pursuit of a permissible emissions approach
based on assimilative capacity assumptions;

In this respect Parties shall promote clean production methods applicable
to entire product life cycles including:

- raw material selection, extraction and processing;

- product conceptualisation, design, manufacture and assemblage;

- materials transport during all phases;

- industrial and household usage;

- reintroduction of the product into industrial systems or nature when it no
longer serves a useful function;

Clean production shall not include "end-of-pipe" pollution controls such as filters
and scrubbers, or chemical, physical or biological treatment. Measures which
reduce the volume of waste by incineration or concentration, mask the hazard by
dilution, or transfer pollutants from one environmental medium to another, are
also excluded.

h) The issue of the transfer to Africa of polluting technologies shall be kept
under systematic review by the Secretariat of the Conference and periodic
reports made to the Conference of the Parties. -

Obligations in the Transport and Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes
from Contracting Parties:

Each Party shall prevent the export of ha?ardous wastes to States.which
have prohibited by their legislation or international agreements all such
imports, or if it has reason to believe that the wastes in question will not
be managed in an environmentally sound manner, according to criteria to
be decided on by the Parties at their first meeting.

j) A Party shall not permit hazardous wastes to be exported to a State which
does not have the facilities for disposing of them in an environmentally
sound manner;
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Each Party shall ensure that he7ardous wastes to be exported are managed 
in an environmentally sound manner in the State of import and of transit 
Technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of wastes 
subject to this convention shall be decided by the Parties at their first 
meeting ; 

The Parties agree not to allow the export  of hazardous wastes for disposal 
within the area South of 60 degrees South Latitude, wether or not such 
wastes axe subject to transboundary movement ; 

m) Furthermore, each Party shall : 

i) 	prohibit all persons under its national jurisdiction from transporting 
or disposing of ha7nrdous wastes unless such persons are authorized 
or allowed to perform such operations ; 

ensure that hazardous wastes that are to be the subject of a 
transboundary movement are packaged, labelled, and transported 
in conformity with generally accepted and recognized international 
rules and standards in the field of packaging, labelling and 
transport, and that due account is taken of relevant internationally 
recognized practices. 

ensure that hazardous wastes be accompanied by a movement 
document, containing information specified in Annex IV B, from 
the point at which a transboundary movement commences to the 
point of disposal ; 

n) Parties shall take the appropriate measures to ensure that the 
transboundary movements of hazardous wastes only are allowed if : 

i) 	the State of export does not have the technical capacity and the 
necessary facilities, capacity or suitable disposal sites in order to 
dispose of the wastes in question in an environmentally sound and 
efficient manner, or 

the transboundary movement in question is in accordance with 
other criteria to be decided by the Parties, provided those criteria 
do not differ from the objectives of this Convention ; 

o) Under this Convention, the obligation of States in which hazardous wastes 
are generated, requiring that those wastes are managed in an 
environmentally sound manner, niay not under any drcumstances be 
transferred to the States of import or transit. 

Parties shall undertake to review periodically the possibilities for the 
reduction of the amount and/or the pollution potential of hazardous 
wastes which are exported to other States. 

P) 
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q) Parties exercising their right to prohibit the import of hazardous wastes for
disposal shall inform the other Parties of their decision pursuant to Article
13;

r) Parties shall prohibit or shall not permit the export of hazardous wastes to
States which have prohibited the import of such wastes when notified by
the Secretariat or any competent authority pursuant to sub-paragraph (q)
above ;

s) Parties shall prohibit or shall not permit the export of hazardous wastes if
the States of import does not consent in writing to the specific import, in

- the case where that State of import has not prohibited the import of such
wastes ;

t) Parties shall ensure that the transboundar}%movement of hazardous wastes
is reduced to the minimum consistent with the environmentally sound and
efficient management of such wastes, and is conducted in a manner which
will protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects
which may result from such movements ;

u) Parties shall require that information about a proposed transboundary
movement of hazardous wastes be provided to the States concerned,
according to Annex IV A, and state clearly the potential effects of the
proposed movement on human health and the environment.

4. Furthermore

a) Parties shall undertake to enforce the obligation of this Convention against
offenders and infringements according to relevant national laws and/or
order to better protect human health and the environment ;

b) Nothing in this Convention shall prevent a Party from imposing additional
requirements that are consistent with the provisions of this Convention,
and are in accordance with the rules of international law, in order to
better protect human health and the environment ;

c) This Convention recognizes the sovereignty of States over their territorial
sea, waterways and air space established in accordance with international
law, and jurisdiction which States have in their exclusive economic zone
and their continental shelves in accordance with international law, and the
exercise by ships and aircraft of all States of navigation rights and
freedoms as provided for in international law and as reflected in relevant
international instruments.
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ARTICLES

DESIGNATION OF COMPETENT Ai THORTITE
FO AL POINT AND DUM?WAT-CH

:To facilitate the implementation of this Convention, the Parties shall

1. Designate or establish one or more competent authorities and one focal point.
One competent authority shall be designated to receive the notification in case of a State
of transit.

2. Inform the Secretariat, within three months of the date of the entry into force of

this Convention for them, which agencies they have designated as their focal point and

their competent authorities.

3. Inform the Secretariat, within one month of the date of decision, of any changes
regarding the designations made by them under paragraph 2 above.

4. Appoint a national body to act as a Dumpwatch. In such capacity as a

Dumpwatch, the designated national body only will be required to co-ordinate with the
concerned governmental and non-governmental bodies.

ARTICLE 6

TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENT AND NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES

1. The State of export shall notify, or shall require the generator or exporter to
notify, in writing, through the channel of the competent authority of the State of exporty
the competent authority of, the States concerned of any proposed transboundary
movement of hazardous wastes. Such notification shall contain the declaration and
information specified in Annex IV A, of this Convention, written in a language
acceptable to the State of import. Only one notification needs to be sent to each State

concerned.

2. The State of import shall respond to the notifier in writing consenting to the
movement with or, without conditions, denying permission for the movement, or
requesting additional information. A copy of the final- response of the State of import
shall be sent to the competent authorities of the States concerned that are Parties to this

Convention.

3. The State of export shall not allow the transboundary movement until it has

ieceived :

a) written consent of the State of import, and
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from the State of import
. 
 wntten confirmation of the existence of a contract 

between the exporter and the disposer specifying environmentally sound 
management of the wastes in question. 

,4. 	Each State of transit which is a Party to this Convention shall promptly 
acknowledge to the notifier receipt of the notification. It may subsequently respond to 
the notifier in writing within 60 days consenting to the movement with or without 
conditions, denying permission for the movement, or requesting additional information. 
The State of export shall not allow the transboundary movement to commence until it 
has received the written consent of the State of transit. 

5. 	In the case of a transboundary movement of hamdous wastes where the wastes 
are legally defined as or considered to be ha7ardous wastes only : 

a) by the State of export, the requirements of paragraph 8 of this Article that 
apply to the importer or disposer and the State of import shall  apply 
putatis mutandis  to the exporter and State of export respectively ; 

b) by the State of import or by the States of import and transit which are 
Parties to this Convention, the requirements of paragraph 1, 3, 4 and 6 of 
this Article that apply to the exporter and State of export shall apply 
mutatis mutandis  to the importer or disposer and State of import, 
respectively ; or 

c) by any State of transit which is Party to this Convention, the provisions of 
paragraph 4 shall  apply to such State. 

6: 	The State shall  use a shipment specific notification even where ha7ardous wastes 
having the same physical and chemical characteristics are shipped regularly to the same 
disposer via the same customs office of entry of the State of import, and in the case of 
transit via the same customs office of entry and exit of the State or States of transit ; 
specific notification of each and every shipment shall  be required and contain the 
information in Annex IV A of this Convention. 

7. Each Party to this Convention shall limit their points or ports of entry and notify 
the Secretariat to this effect for distribution to all  Contracting Parties. Such points and 
ports shall  be the only ones permitted for the transboundary movement of hwznrdous 
wastes. 

8. The Parties to this Convention shall  require that each person who takes charge 
of a transboundary movement of hazardous wastes sign the movement document either 
upon delivery or receipt of the wastes in question. They shall  also require that the 
disposer inform both the exporter and the competent authority of the State of export of 
receipt by the disposer of the wastes in question and, in due course, of the completion 
of disposal as specified in the notification. If no such information is received within the 
State of export, the competent authority of the State of export or the exporter shall so 
notify the State of import. 
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9. The notification and response by this Article shall be transmitted to the 
competent authority of the States coricemed. 

10. Any transboundary movement.of hazardous wastes shall be covered by insurance, 
bond or other guarantee as may be required by the State of import or any State of transit 
Which is a Party of this Convention. 

ARTICLE 7  

TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENT FROM A PARTY 
THROUGH STATES WHIÇH ARE NOT PARTIES  

Paragraph 2 of Article 6 of the Convention shall apply mutatis mutandis  to 
transboundary movements of ha-zardous wastes from a Party through a State or States 
which are not Parties. 

ARTICLE 8  

DUTY TO RE-IMPORT 

When a transboundary movement of hazardous wastes to which the consent of the 
States concerned  bas  been given, subject to the provisions of this convention, cannot 
be completed in accordance with the terms of the contract, the State of export shall 
ensure that the wastes in question are taken back into the State of export, by the 
exporter, if alternative arrangements cannot be made for their disposal in an 
environmentally sound manner within a maximum of 90 days from the time that the 
importing State informed the State of export  and the Secretariat. To this end, the State 
of export and any State of transit shall not oppose, hinder or prevent the return of those 
wastes to the State of export. 

ARTICLE 9  

ILLEGAL TRA.FFIC 

1. 	For the purpose of this Convention, any transboundary movement of hazardous 
wastes under the following situations shall be deemed to be illegal traffic : 

if carried out without notification, pursuant to the provisions of this 
Convention, to all States conc,erned, or 

b) 	if carried out without the consent, pursuant to the provisions of this 
Convention, of a State concerned ; or 

c) 	if consent is obtained from States concerned through falsification, 
misrepresentation or fraiid ; or 



13 

d) if it does not conform in'a material way with the documents ; or 

e) if it results in deliberate disposal of hazardous wastes in contravention of 
this Convention and of general principles of international law. 

2. 	Each State shall introduce appropriate national legislation for imposing criminal 
penalties on all  persons who have planned, carried out, or a.ssisted in such illegal imports, 
Such penalties shall  be sufficiently high to both punish and deter such conduct. 

3) 	In case of a transboundary movement of hazardous wastes deemed to be illegal 
traffic as the result of conduct on the part of the exporter or generator the State of 
export  shall ensure that the wastes in question are taken back by the exporter or 
generator or if necessary by itself into the State of export, within 30 days from the time 
the State of export  has been informed about the illegal traffic. To this end the States 
concerned shall not oppose, hinder or prevent the return.of those wastes to the State of 
export and appropriate legal action shall  be taken against the contravenor (s). 

4. 	In the case of a transboundary movement of ha7rdous wastes deemed to be 
illegal traffic as the result of conduct on the part of the importer or disposer, the State 
of import shall ensure that the wastes in question are returned to the exporter by the 
importer and that legal proceedings according to the provisions of this Convention are 
taken against the contravenor (s). 

ARTICLE 10 

INTRA-AFRICAN CO-OPERATION  

1. •  The Parties to this Convention shall  co-operate with one another and with 
relevant African organizations, to improve and achieve the environmentally sound 
management of hazardous wastes. 

2. To this end, the Parties shall : 

a) Make available information, whether on a bilateral or multilateral basis, 
with a view to promoting clean production methods and the 
environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes, including 
harmonintion of technical standards and practices for the adequate 
management of hazardous wastes ; 

b) Co-operate in monitoring the effects of the management of hazardous 
wastes on human health and the environment ; 

Co-operate, subject to their national laws, regulations and policies, in the 
development and implementation of new environmentally sound clean 
production technologies and the improvement of existing technologies with 
a view to eliminating, as far as practicable, the generation of hamdous 
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wastes and achieving more effective and efficient methods of ensuring their
management in an environmentally sound manner, including the study of
the economic, social and environmental effects of the adoption of such
new and improved technologies ;

d) Co-operate actively to their national laws, regulations and policies, in the
transfer of technology and management systems related to the
environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes. They shall also
co-operate in developing the technical capacity among Parties, especially
those which may need and request Parties, especially those which may
need and request technical assistance in this field ;

Co-operate in developing apprdpriate technical guidelines and/or codes of
practice ;

Co-operate in the exchange and dissemination of information on the
movement of hazardous wastes in conformity with Article 13 of this
Convention.

ARTICLE 11

R4TERNATiONAL CO-OPERATION
. l3ILATERAL MUI_TILATERAL AND REGIONAL AGREEMENTS

1. Parties to this Convention may enter into bilateral, multilateral, or regional
agreements or arrangements regarding the transboundary movement and management
of hazardous wastes generated in Africa with Parties or non-Parties provid.ed that such
agreements or arrangements do not derogate from the environmentally sound
management of hazardous wastes as required by this Convention. These agreements or
arrangements shall stipulate provisions which are no less environmentally sound than
those provided for by this Convention.

2. Parties shall notify the Secretariat of any bilateral, multilateral or regional
agreements or arrangements referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article and those which
they have entered into prior to the entry into force of this Convention for them, for
purpose of controlling transboundary movements of hazardous wastes which take place
entirely among the Parties to such agreements. The provisions of this Convention shall
not affect transboundary movements of hazardous wastes generated in Africa which take
place pursuant to such agreements provided that such agreements are compatible with'
the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes as required by this
Convention.

3. Each Contracting Party shall prohibit vessels flying its flag or aircraft registered
in its territory from carrying out activities in contravention of this Convention.

4. Parties shall use appropriate measures to promote Soutb-South cooperation in the
implementation of this Convention. -
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5. Taking into account the needs of developing countries, cooperation between
international organizations is encouraged in order to promote, among other things, public
awareness, the development of the rational management of hazardous wastes and the
adoption of new and less polluting technologies.

ARTICLE 12

LTARii_iTiFS AND COMPENSATION

The Conference of Parties shall set up an Ad Hoc expert organ to prepare a draft
protocol setting out appropriate rules and procedures in the field of liabilities and
compensation for damage resulting from the transboundary movement of hazardous
wastes.

ARTICLE 13

TRANSMISSION OF INFORMATION

1. The Parties shall ensure that in the case of an accident occurring during the
transboundary movement of hazardous wastes or their disposal which is likely to present
risks to human health and the environment in other States, those States are immediately
informed.

2. The States shall inform each other, through the Secretariat, of :

a) Changes regarding the designation of competent authorities and/or focal
points, pursuant to Article 5 of the present Convention.

b) Changes in their national definition of hazardous wastes, pursuant to
article 3 of the present Convention ;

c) Decisions made by them to limit or ban the import of hazardous wastes ;

d) Any other information required pursuant to paragraph 4 of this Article.

3. The Parties, consistent with national laws and regulations, sball set up information
collection and dissemination mechanisms of hazardous wastes. They shall transmit such
information through the Secretariat, to the Conference of the Parties established under
Article 15 of the present Convention, before the end of each calendar year, in a report
on the previous calendar year, containing the following information :

a) Competent authorities, Dumpwatch, and focal points that have been
designated by them pursuant to Article 5 of the present Convention.

b) Information regarding transboundary movements of hazardous wastes in
which they have been involved including :
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The quantity of hanrdous wastes exported, their category, 
characteristics, destination, any transit country and disposal methods 
as stated in the notification ; 

the amount of hazardous wastes imported, their category, 
characteristics, origin, and disposai  methods ; 

iii) Disposais  which did not proceed as intended ; 

iv) Efforts to achieve a reduction of the amount of hazardous wastes 
subject to transboundary movements. 

c) 	Information on the measures àdopted by them in the implementation of 
this Convention ; 

Information on available qualified statistics - which have been compiled by 
them on the effects on human health and the environment of the 
generation, transportation, and disposal of hazardous wastes - as part of 
the information required in conformity with Article 4 Section 3 (a) of this 
Convention ; 

Information concerning bilateral, multilateral and regional agreements and 
arrangements entered into pursuant to article 11 of this Convention ; 

Information on accidents occurring during the transboundary movements 
and disposal of hazardous wastes and on the measures undertaken to deal 
with them ; 

Information on disposal options operated within the area under their 
national jurisdiction ; 

h) Information on measures undertaken for the development of clean s  
production methods, -including clean production technologies, for the 
reduction and/or elimination of the production of hazardous wastes ; and 

i) Such other matters as the Conference of the Parties shall deem relevant. 

4. 	The Parties, consistent with national laws and regulations, shall ensure that copies 
of each notification concerning any given transboundary movement of hazardous wastes, 
and the response to it, are sent to the Secretariat. 
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ARTICLE 14  

EMASCIMASEEC:II 

1. 	The regular budget of the Conference of the Parties, as required in Article 15 and 
16 of this Convention, shall be prepared by the Secretariat and approved by the 
C,onference. 

2. Parties shall, at the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties, agree on a 
scale of contributions to the recurrent budget of the Secretariat. 

3. The Parties shall aLso consider the esdblishment of a revolving fund to assist on, 
an interim bas-  is, in case of emergency situations to minimi7e damage from disasters or 
accidents arising from transboundary movements of hazardous wastes or during the 
disposal of such wastes. 	 • 

4. The Parties agree that, according to the specific needs of different regions and 
sub-regions, regional or sub-regional centres for training and technology transfers 
regarding the management of ha7nrdous wastes and the minimization of their generation 
should be established as well as appropriate funding mechanisms of a voluntary nature. 

ARTICLE 15  

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES  

1. A Conference of the Parties, made up of Ministers having the environment as 
their mandate, is hereby established. The first meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
shall be convened by the Secretary-General of the OAU not later than one year after the 
entry into force of this Convention. Thereafter, ordinary meetings of the Conference of 
the Parties shall be held at regular intervaLs to be determined by the Conference at its 
first meeting. 

2. The Conference of the Parties to this Convention shall adopt Rulès of Procedure 
for itself and for any subsidiary body it may establish, as well as financial rules to 
determine in particular the financial participation of the Parties under this Convention. 

3. The Parties to this Convention at their first meeting shall consider any additional 
measures needed to assist them in fulfilling their responsibilities with respect to the 
protection and the preservation of the marine and inland waters environments in the 
context of this Convention. 

4. The Conference of the Parties shall keep under continuous review and evaluation 
the effective implementation of this Convention, and in addition, shall : 

a) 	promote the harmonization of appropriate policies, strategies and 
measures for minimizing harm to human health and the environment by 
hamdous wastes ; 
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b) consider and adopt, as,required, amendments to this Convention and its
annexes, taking into consideration, inter alia, available scientific, technical,
economic and environmental information ;

consider and undertake any additional action that may be required for the
achievement of the purpose of this Convention in the light of experience
gained in its operation and in the operation of the agreements and
arrangements envisaged in Article 11 of the present Convention ;

c) consider and adopt protocols as required ;

e) establish such subsidiary bodies as are deemed necessary for the
implementation of this Convention ; and

make decisions for the peaceful settlement of disputes arising from the
transboundary movement of hazardous wastes, if need be, according to
international law.

5. Organisations may be represented as observers at meetings of the Conference of
the Parties to this Convention. Any body or agency, whether national or international,
governmental or non-governmental, qualified in fields relating to hazardous wastes which
has informed the Secretariat, may be represented as an observer at a meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to this Convention. The admission and participation of
observers shall be subject to the rules of procedures adopted by the Conference of the
Parties.

ARTICLE 16

SECRETARIAT

1. The functions of the Secretariat Shall be :
{

a) to arrange for, and service, meetings provided for in Articles 15 and 17 of
the present Convention.

to prepare and transmit reports based upon information received in
accordance with Articles 3, 4, 6, 11, and 13 of the present Convention as
well as upon information derived from meetings of subsidiary bodies
established under Article 15 of the present Convention as well as upon, as
appropriate, information provided by relevant inter-governmental and non-
governmental entities

c) to prepare reports on its activities carried out in the implementation of its
functions under this Convention and present them to the Conference of
the Parties ;
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to ensure the necessary co-ordination with relevant international bodies, 
and in particular to enter into such administrative and contractual 
arrangements as may •  be required for the effective discharge of its 
functions ; 

to communicate with focal points, competent authorities and Dumpwatch 
established by the Parties in accordance with Article 5 of this Convention 
as well as appropriate inter-governmental and non-governmental 
organizations which naay provide assistance in the implementation of this 
Convention. 

- to compile information concerning approved national sites and facilities of 
Parties to this Convention available for the disposal an treatment of their 
hazardous wastes and to circulate this information ; 

to receive and convey information from and to Parties to this Convention 
on : 

sources of technical assistance and training ; 
• available technical and scientific know-how ; 

sources of advice and expertise ; and 
- availability of resources. 

j ) 

This information will  assist them in : 

the management of the notification system of this Convention ; 
environmentally sound clean production methods relating to 
hazardous wastes, such as clean production technologies ; 
the assessment of disposal capabilities and sites ; 
the monitoring of hazardous wastes ; and 
emergency responses ; 

h) 	to provide the Parties to this Convention with informationon consultants 
or consulting firms having the necessary technical competence in the field, 
which can assist them with examining a notification for a transboundary 
movement, the concurrence of a shipment of bazardons  wastes with the 
relevant notification, and/or whether the proposed disposal facilities for 
hazardous wastes are environmentally sound, when they have reason to 
believe that the wastes in question will  not be managed in an 
environmentally sound manner. Any such examinations would not be at the 
expense of the Secretariat ; 

to assist Parties to this Convention in their identification of cases of illegal 
trac and to circulate immediately to the Parties concerned any 
information it lias received regarding illegal traffic ; 

to co-operate with Parties to this Convention and with relevant and 
competent international organizations and agencies in the provision of 
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experts and equipment for the purpose of rapid assistance to States in the
event of an emergency situation ; and

k) to perform such other functions relevant to the purposes of this
Convention as may be determined by the Conference of the Parties to this
Convention.

2. The Secretariat's functions shall be carried out on an interim basis by the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) jointly with the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA) until the completion of the first meeting of the
Conference of the Parties held pursuant to Article 15 of the present Convention. At this
meeting, the Conference of the Parties shall also evaluate the implementation by the
interim Secretariat of the functions assigned to it, in particular under paragraph 1 above,
and decide upon the structures appropriate for those functions.

ARTICLE 17

AMENDMENT OF THE CONVENTION AND OF PROTOCOLS

1. Any Party may propose amendments to this Convention and any Party to a
Protocol may propose amendments to that Protocol. Such amendments shall take due
account, inter ali of relevant scientific, technical, environmental and social
considerations.

2. Amendments to this Convention shall be adopted at a meeting of the Conference
of the Parties. Amendments to any Protocol shall be adopted at a meeting of the Parties
to the Protocol in question. The text of any proposed amendment to this Convention or
to any Protocol, -except as may otherwise be provided in such Protocol, shall be
communicated to the Parties by the Secretariat at least six months before the meeting
at which it is proposed for adoption. The Secretariat shall also communicate proposed
amendments to the Signatories to this Convention for their information. 1

3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement on any proposed
amendment to this Convention by consensus. If all efforts at consensus have been
exhausted, and no agreement reached, the amendment shall, as a last resort, be adopted
by a two-thirds majority vote of the Parties present and voting at the meeting. It shall
then be submitted by the Depository to all Parties for ratification, approval, formal
confirmation or acceptance.

Amendments of Protocols to this Convention.

4. The procedure specified in paragraph 3 abôve shall apply to amendments to any
protocol, except that a two-thirds majority of the Parties to that Protocol present and
voting at the meeting shall suffice for their adoption.
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

5. Instruments of ratification, approval, formal confirmation or acceptance of
amendments shall be deposited with the Depository. Amendments adopted in
accordance with paragraph 3 or 4 above shall enter into force between Parties having
accepted them, on the ninetieth day after the receipt by the Depository of the instrument
of ratification, approval, formal confirmation or acceptance by at least two-thirds of the
Parties who accepted the amendments to the Protocol concerned, except as may
otherwise be provided in such Protocol. The amendments shall enter into force for any
other Party on the ninetieth day after that Party deposits its instrument of ratification,
approval, formal confirmation or acceptance of the amendments.

6. For the purpose of this Article, "Parties present and voting" means Parties present
and casting an affirmative or negative vote.

ARTICLE 18

ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF ANNEXES

1. The annexes to this Convention or to any Protocol shall form an integral part of
this Convention or of such Protocol, as the case may be and, unless expressly provided
otherwise, a reference to this Convention or its Protocols constitutes at the same time
a reference to any annexes thereto. Such annexes shall be restricted to scientific,
technical and administrative matters.

2. Except as may be otherwise provided in any Protocol with respect to its annexes,
the following procedures shall apply to the proposal, adoption and entry into force of
additional annexes to this Convention or of annexes to a protocol :

a) Annexes to this, Convention and its Protocols shall be proposed and
adopted according to the procedures laid down in Article 17, paragraphs
1, 2, 3, and 4 of the present Convention ;

b) Any Party that is unable to accept an additional annex to this Convention
or an annex to any Protocol to which it is Party shall so notify the
Depository, in writing, within six months from the date of the
communication of the adoption by the Depository. The Depository shall
without delay notify all Parties of any such notification received. A Party
may at any time substitute an acceptance for a previous declaration of
objection and the annexes shall thereupon enter into force for that Party;

Upon the expiration of six months from the date of the circulation of the
commu.nication by the Depository, the annex shall become effective for all
Parties to this Convention or to any Protocol concerned, which have not
submitted a notification in accordance with the provision of sub-
paragraph(b) above.
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3. The proposal, adoption and entry into force of amendments to annexes to this 
Convention or to any Protocol shall be subject to the same procedure as for the 
proposal, adoption and entry into force of annexes to the Convention or annexes to a 
Protocol. Annexes and amendments.  thereto shall take due account, bird- Wil of 
relevant scientific and technical considerations. 

4. If an additional annex or an amendment to an annex involves an amendment to 
this Convention or to any Protocol, the additional annex or amended annex shall  not 
enter into force until such time as the amendment to this Convention or to the Protocol 
enters into force. 

ARTICLE 19  

VERIFICATION  

Any Party which has reason to believe that another Party is acting or has acted 
in breach of its obligations under this Convention must inform the Secretariat thereof, 
and in such an event, shall simultaneously and immediately inform, directly or through 
the Secretariat, the Party against whom the allegations are made. The Secretariat shall 
carry out a verification of the substance of the allegation and submit a report thereof to 
all the Parties to this convention. • 

ARTICLE 20 

5E1TLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

1. In case of dispute between Parties as to the interpretation or application of, or 
compliance with, this Convention or any Protocol thereto, the Parties shall seek a 
settlement of the dispute through negotiations or any other peaceful means of their own 
choice. 

2. If the Parties concerned cannot settle their dispute as provided in paragraph 1 of 
this Article, the dispute shall  be submitted either to an Ad Hoc organ set up by the 
Conference for this purpose or to the International Court of Justice. 

3. The conduct of arbitration of disputes between Parties by the Ad Hoc organ 
provided for in paragraph 2 of this Article shall  be as provided in Annex V of this 
Convention. 

ARTICLE 21  

SIGNATURE  

This Convention shall  be open for signature by Member States of the OAU in Bamako 
and Addis Ababa for a period of six months from 30 january 1991 to 31 july 1991. 
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ARTICLE 22 

RATIFICATION. ACCEPTANCE. FORMAI- CONFIRMATION OR APPROV •  

1. This Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance, formal confirmation 
or approval by Member States of the OAU. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, 
formal confirmation, or approval shall be deposited with the Depository. 

2. Parties shall be bound by all ob ligations of this Convention. 

ARTICLE 23  

ACCESSION  

This Convention shall be open for accession by member States of the OAU from 
the date after the day on which the Convention is closed for signature. The instruments 
of accession shall be deposited with the Depository. 

ARTICLE 24  

RIGHT TO VOTE  

' Each Contracting Party to this Convention shall have one vote. 

ARTICLE 25  

ENTRY INTO FORCE  

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of 
deposit of the tenth instrument of ratification from Parties signatory to this Convention. 

2. For each State which ratifies this Convention or accedes thereto after the date of 
the deposit of the tenth instrument of ratification, it shall  enter into force on the 
ninetieth day after the date of deposit by such State of its instrument of accession or 
ratification. 

ARTICLE 26  

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS  

1. 	No reservations or exception may be made to this Convention, 
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2. Pa, agraph 1 of this Article does not preclude a State when signing, ratifying, or
acceding to t.his Convention, from making declarations or statements, however phrased
or named, with a view, inter alia, to the harmonization of its laws and regulations with
the provisions of this Convention, provided that such declarations or statements do not
purport to exclude or to modify the legal effects of the provisions of the Convention in
their application to that State.

ARTICLE 27

WITHDRAWAL

1. At any time after three years from the date on which this Convention has entered
into force for a Party, that Party may withdraw from the Convention by giving written
notification to the Depository.

2. Withdrawal shall be effective one year after receipt of notification by the
Depository, or on such later date as may be specified in the notification.

3. Withdrawal shall not exempt the withdrawing Party from fulfilling any obligations
it might have incurred under this Convention.

ARTICLE 28

DEPOSITORY

The Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity shall be the
Depository for this Convention and of any Protocol thereto.

ARTICLE 29

REGISTRATION

I

This Convention, as soon as it enters into force, shall be registered with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations Organization in conformity with Article 102 of
the Charter of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 30

AUTHENTIC TEXTS

The Arabic, English, French and Portuguese texts of this Convention are equally
authentic.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the tindersigned, being duly authorized to that effect,
have signed this Convention.

ALGERIE

ANGOLA

BEIVIN..... signed on 30 january 1991

BURKINA FASO.... signed on 30 january 1991

BURUNDI...:.. signed on 30 january 1991

CAMEROUN

CAP-VERT

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC signed on 30 january 1991

CHAD

COMOROS

,CONGO

COTE-D'IVOIRE ..... signed on 30 january 1991

DJTBOUTI

EGYPT . .... signed on 30 january 1991

ETHIOPIA

GABON

GAMBIA

GHANA

QUINEA ... ., signed on 30 january 1991

GUINEA BISSAU

FQi)ATORIALE GUINEA

KENYA

LESOTHO
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LIBERIA 

LIBYAN ARAI3 JAMAHIRIA  
...signed on 30 january 1991 

MADAGASCAR 

MALAWI  

MALI 	 signed on 30 january 1991 

MAURITANIA  

MAURICE  

MOZAMI3IOUE  

NIGER 	signed on 30 january 1991 

NIGERIA  

RWANDA  

SAHRAOUI ARAB DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

5A0 TOME AND PRINCIPE  

SENEGAL  .... 	signed on 30 january 1991 

SEYCHELLES  

SIERRA LEONE  

«SOMALIA  

«SUDAN  

SWAZILAND  

TANZANIA  

TOGO.... 	signed on 30 january 1991 

TUNISIE  

UGANDA  

• ZAMBIA  
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ZAIRE  

ZIMBABWE  

NAMIBIA  

ADOPTED IN BAMAKO, MALI, ON 30 JANUARY 1991 
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ArrrrEx 1

CA'I'EGORIES OF WASTES WHICH ARE HAZARDOUS WASTES

Waste Streams

YO All wastes containing or contaminated by radionuclides, the concentration or
properties of which result from human activity.

Y1 Clinical wastes from medical care in hospitals, medical centres and clinics.

Y2 Wastes from the production and preparation of pharmaceutical products.

Y3 Wastes pharmaceuticals, drugs and medicines.

Y4 Wastes from the production, formulation- and use of biocides and
phytopharmaceuticals.

Y5 Wastes from the manufacture, formulation and use of wood preserving chemicals.

Y6 Wastes from the production, formulation and use of organic solvents.

Y7 Wastes from heat treatment and tempering operations containing cyanides.

Y8 Waste mineral oils unfit for their originally intended use.

Y9 Waste oils/water, hydrocarbons/water mixtures, emulsions.

Y10 Waste substances and articles containing or contaminated with polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs) and/or polychlorinated terphenyls (PCTs) and/or
polybrominated biphenyls (PBBs).

^
Y11 Waste tarry residues arising from refining, distillation and any pyrolytic treatment.

Y 12 Wastes from production, formulation and use of inks, dyes, pigments, paints,
lacquers, varnish.

Y13 Wastes from production, formulation and use of resins, latex, plasticizers,
glues/adhesives.

Y14 Waste chemical substances arising from. research and development or teaching
activities which are not identified and/or are new and whose effects on man
and/or the environment are not known.

Y15 Wastes of an explosive nature not subject to other legislation.

Y16 Wastes from production, formulation and use of photographic chemicals and
processing materials.



29 

Y17 Wastes resulting from surface treatment of metaLs and plastics. 

Y18 Residues arising from industrial waste disposal operations. 

Y46 Wastes collected from households, including sewage and sewage sludges. 

Y47 Residues arising from the incineration of household wastes. 

Wastes having as constituents : 

Y19 Metal carbonyls. 

Y20 Beryllium ; beryllium compounds. 

Y21 Hexavalant chromium compounds. 

Y22 Copper compounds. 

Y23 Zinc compounds. 

Y24 Arsenic ; arsenic compounds. 

Y25 Selenium ; selenium compounds. 

Y26 - Cadmium ; cadmium compounds. 

Y27 Antimony ; antimony compounds. 

Y28 Te llurium ; tellurium compounds. 

Y29 Mercury ; mercury compounds. 

Y30 Thallium ; thallium compounds. 

Y31 Lead ; lead compounds. 

Y32 Inorganic fluorine compounds excluding calcium fluoride. 

Y33 Inorganic c-yanides. 

Y34 Acidic solutions or acid.s in solid form. 

Y35 Basic solutions or bases iii  solid form. 

Y36 Asbestos (dust and fibres). 



30

Y37 Ozga.nic phosphorous compounds.

Y38 Organic cyanides.

Y39 Phenols ; phenol compounds including chlorophenols..

Y40 Ethers.

Y41 Halogenated organic solvents.

Y42 Organic solvents excluding halogenated solvents.

Y43 Any_congenor of polychlorinated dibenzo-furan.

Y44 Any congenor of polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxin

Y45 Organohalogen compounds other than substances referred to in this Annex (e.g.,
Y39, Y41, Y42, Y43, Y44).

I
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ANNEX II
LIST OF HAZARDOUS CHARACTERISTICS

UN Code Characteristics
Class*

HI Explosive
An explosive substance or waste is a solid or liquid substance or waste (or
mixture of substances or wastes), which is in itself capable by chemical
reaction or producing gas at such a temperature and pressure and at such
a speed as to cause damage to'the surroundings.

3 1:33 Flammable liquids
The word "flammable" has the same meaning as "inflammable". Flammable
liquids are liquids, or mixtures of liquids, or liquids containing solids in
solution or suspension (for example paints, varnishes, lacquers, etc.., but
not including substances or wastes otherwise classified on account of their
dangerous characteristics) which give off a flammable vapour at
temperatures of not more than 60.5 degrees C, closed up test, or not more
than 65,6 degrees C, open-cup test. (Since the results of open-cup tests and
of closed-up tests are not strictly comparable and even individual results
by the same test are often variable, regulations varying from the above
figures to make allowance for such difference would be within the spirit
of this definition).

4.1 H4.1 Flammable solids.

Solids, or waste solids, other than those classed as explosives, which under
conditions encountered in transport are readily combustible, or may cause
or contribute to fire through friction.

4.2 H4.2 Substances or wastes liable to spontaneous combustion.

Substances or wastes which are liable to spontaneous beating under
normal conditions encountered in transport, or to heating up on contact
with air, and being then liable to catch fire.

Corresponds to the bazardous classification system included in the United Nations
Recommendations on the transport of Dangerous Goods (ST/SG/AC.10/1/Rev.5,
United Nations, New York, 1988).
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4.3 	114.3 Substances or wastes which, in contact with water emit flammable gases. 

Substances or wastes which, by interaction with water, are liable to become 
spontaneously flammable or to give off flammable gases in dangerous 
quantities. 

5.1 	H5.1 Oxidizing 

Substances or wastes which, while in themselves not necessarily 
combustible, may, generally by yielding oxygen, cause or contribute to the 
combustion of other materials. 

5.2 	H5.2 Organic peroxides. 

Organic substances or wastes which contain the bivalent -0-0-structure are 
thermally unstable substances which may undergo exothermic self-
accelerating decomposition. 

6.1 	H6.1 Poisonous (Acute) 

Substances or wastes liable either to cause death or serious injury or to 
harm human health if swallowed or inhaled or by skin contact. 

6.2 	H6.2 Infectious substances. 

Substances or wastes containing viable micro organisms or their toxins 
which are known or suspected to cause disease in animals or humans. 

8 	H8 	Corrosives 

Substances or wastes which, by chemical action, will cause severe  damage s 
 when in contact with living tissue, or in the case of leakage, will  materially 

damage, or even destroy, other goods or the means of transport ; they may 
also cause other hazards. 

9 	H10 Liberation of toxic gases in contact with air or water. 

Substances or wastes which, by interaction with air or water, are liable to 
give off toxic gases in dangerous quantities. 

H11 Toxic (Delayed or chronic) _ 

Substances or wastes which, if they are inhaled or ingested or if they 
penetrate the skin, may involve delayed or chronic effects, including 
carcinogenicity. 
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9 	H12 Ecotoxic 

Substances or wastes which if released present or may present immediate 
or delayed adverse impacts to the environment by means of 
bioaccumulation and/or toxic effects upon biotic systems. 

9 	H13 Capable, by any means, after disposal, of yielding another material, e.g., 
leachate, which possesses any of the characteristics listed above. 
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'ANNEX III 
DISPOSAL OPERATIONS 

DI 	Deposit into or onto land, (e.g., landfill, etc..). 

D2 	land treatment, (e.g. biodegradation of liquid or sludgy discards in soils, etc..). 

D3 	Deep injection, (e.g., injection of pumpable discards into wells, salt domes or 
naturally occurring repositories, etc..). 

D4 	Surface impoundment, (e.g., placement of liquid into lined discrete cells which are 
capped and isolated from one another and the environment, etc..). 

D6 	Release into a water body except seas/oceans. • 

D7 	Release into seas/oceans including sea-bed insertion. 

D8 	Biological treatment not specified elsewhere in this Annex which results in final 
compounds or mixtures which are discarded by means of any of the operations in 
Annex III. 

D9 	Physico chemical treatment not specified elsewhere in the Annex which results in 
final compounds or mixtures which are discarded by means of any of the 
operations in Annex III (e.g., evaporation, drying, calcination, neutralisation, 
precipitation, etc..). 

D10 Incineration on land. 

Dll Incineration at sea. 

D12 Permanent storage, (e.g., emplacement of containers in a mine, etc..). 

D13 Blending or mbdng prior to submission to any of the operations in Annex III. 

D14 Repackaging prior to submission to any of the operations in Annex ra. 

D15 Storage pending any of the operations in Annex DI. 

D16 Use of a fuel  (other than in direct incineration) or other means to generate 
energy. 

D17 Solvent reclamation/regeneration. 

D18 Recycling/reclamation of organic substances which are not used as solvents. 

D19 Recycling/reclamation of metals and metal compounds. 
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D20 Recycling/reclamation of other inorganic materials.

D21 Regeneration of acids and bases.

D22 Recovery of components used for pollution abatement.

D23 Recovery of components from catalysts.

D24 Used oil re-refining or other reuses of previously used oil,

D25 Land treatment resulting in benefit to agriculture or ecological improvement.

D26 Uses of residual materials obtained from any of the operations numbered D1 -
D25.

D27 Exchange of wastes for submission to any of the operations numbered D1 - D26.

D28 Accumulation of material intended for any operation in Annex III.
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ANNEX IV A

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED ON NOTIFICATION

1. Reason for waste export.

2. Exporter of the waste 1/

3. Generator (s) of the waste and site of generation 1/

4. Importer and Disposer of the waste and actual site of disposal 1/

Intended carrier (s) of the waste or their agents, if known 1/

6. Country of export of the waste.
Competent authority 2/

7. Countries of transit.
Competent authority 2/

9. Projected date of shipment and period of time over which waste is to be exported
and proposed itinerary (including point of entry and exit).

10. Means of transport envisaged (road, rail, sea, air, inland waters).

11. Information relating to insurance 3/

12 Designation and physical description of the waste including Y number and UN
number and its composition 4/ and information on any special handling
requirements including emergency provisions in case of accidents.

13. Type of packaging envisaged (e.g., bulk, drummer, tanker).

14. Estimated quantity in weight/volume

15. Process by which the waste is generated 5/

16 Waste classification from Annex II: Hazardous characteristics, H number, and
UN class.

17. Method of disposal as per Annex III.

18. Declaration by the generator and exporter that the information is correct.

19. Information transmitted (including technical description of the plant) to the
exporter or generator from the 'disposer of the waste upon which the latter has
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based his assessment that there was no reason to believe that the wastes will not
be managed in an environmentally sound manner in accordance with the laws and
regulations of the country of import.

20. Information concerning the contract between the exporter and disposer.

NOTES

1/ Full name and address, telephone, telex or telefax number and the name, address,
telephone, telex, or telefax number of the persop to be contacted.

2/ Full name and address, telephone, telex or telefax number.

3/ Information to be provided on relevant insurance requirements and how they are
met by exporter, carrier, and disposer.

The nature and the concentration of the most hazardous components, in terms of
toxicity and other dangers presented by the waste both in handling and in relation
to the proposed disposal method.

5/ Insofar as this is necessary to assess the hazard and determine the appropriateness
of the proposed disposal operation.



38 

ANNEX IV B 

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED ON THE MOVEMENT DOCUMENT 

1. Exporter of the waste 1/ 

2. Generator (s) of the waste and site of generation 1/ 

3. Importer and disposer of the waste and actual site of disposal 1/ 

4. Carrier (s) of the waste 1/ or his agent (s) 

5. The date the transboundary movement started,  and date (s) and signature on 
receipt by each person who takes charge of the waste. 

6. Means of transport (road, rail, inland waterway, sea, air) including countries of 
export, transit and import, aLso point of entry and exit where these have been 
designated. 

General description of the waste (physical state, proper UN shipping name and 
class, UN number, Y number and H number as applicable. 

8. Information on special handling requirements including emergency provisions in 
case of accidents. 

9. Type and number of packages. 

10. Quantity in weight/volume. 

11 	Declaration by the generator or exporter that the information is correct. 

12. Declaration by disposer or exporter indicating no objection from the competent 
authorities of all  States concerned. 

13. Certification by disposer of receipt at designated disposal facility and indication 
of method of disposal and of the appropriate date of disposal. 

NOTES 

The information required on the movement document shall where possible be 
integrated into one document with that required under transport rules. Where this is not 
possible, the information should complement rather than duplicate that required 
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under the transport rules. The moveMent document shall carry instruction as to who is 
to provide information and fill-out any form. 

1. 	Full name and address, telephone, telex or telefax number and the name, address, 
telephone, telex or telefax number of the person to be contacted in case of emergency. 
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ANNEX V

ARBITRATION

Article I

Unless the agreement referred to in Article 20 of the Convention provides
otherwise, the arbitration procedure shall be conducted in accordance with Articles 2 to
10 below.

icl 2

The claimant Party shall notify the Secretariat •that the Parties have agreed to
submit the dispute to arbitration pursuant to paragraph 1 or paragraph 2 of Article 20
of the Convention and include, in particular, the Articles of the Convention, and the
interpretation or application of which are at issue. The Secretariat shall forward the
information thus received to all Parties to the Convention.

Article 3

The arbitral tribunal shall consist of three members. Each of the Parties to the dispute
shall appoint an arbitrator, and the two arbitrators so appointed shall designate by
common agreement the third arbitrator, who shall be the chairman of the tribunal. The
latter shall not be a national of one of the parties to the dispute, nor have -his usual place
of residence in one of the Parties, nor be employed by any of them, nor have dealt with
the case in any other capacity.

Article 4

1. If the Chairman of the arbitral tribunal has not been designated within two
months of the appointment of the second arbitrator, the Secretary-General of the OAU
shall, at the request of either Party, designate him within a further two months period.

2. If one, of the Parties to the dispute does not appoint an arbitrator within two
months of the receipt of the request, the other Party may inform the Secretary-General
of the OAU who shall designate the chairman of the arbitral tribunal within a further
two months period. Upon designation, the chairman of the arbitral tribunal shall request
the Party which has not appointed an arbitrator to do so within two months. After such
period, he shall inform the Secretary-General 'of the OAU who shall make this
appointment within a further two month's period.
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•  Article 5  

1. The arbitral tribunal shall render its decision in accordance with international law 
and in accordance with the provisions of this Convention. 

2. Any arbitral tribunal constituted under the provisions of this Annex shall draw up 
its own rules of procedure. 

Atfig1Q1 

1. The decision of the arbitral tribunal both on procedure and on substance, shall 
be taken by majority vote of its members. 

2. The tribunal may take all appropriate measures in order to establish the facts:It 
may, at the request of one of the Parties, recommend essential interim measures of 
protection. 

3. The Parties to the dispute shall provide all facilities necessary for the effective 
conduct of the proceedings. 

4. The absence or default of a Party in the dispute shall not constitute an 
impediment to the proceedings. 

Article 7 

The tribunal may hear and determine counter-claims arising directly out of the 
subject-matter of the dispute. 

Article 8  

Unless the arbitral tribunal determines otherwise because of the particular 
circumstances of the case, the expenses of the tribunal, including the remuneration of its 
members, shall be borne by  the Parties to the dispute in equal shares. The tribunal shall 
keep a record of all its expenses, and shall furnish a final statement thereof to the 
Parties. 

Article 9  

Any Party that has an interest of a legal nature in the subject-matter of the 
dispute which may be affected by the decision in the case, may intervene in the 
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p!-e.►ceediapi with the consent of the tribunal

. i icle lU

1. The tribunal shall render its award within five months of the date on which it is
established unless it finds it necessary to extend the time-limit for a period which should
not exceed five months.

I The award of the arbitral tribunal shall be accompanied by a statement of
reasons It shall be final and binding upon the Parties to the dispute.

3. Any Aispute which may arise between the Parties concerning the interpretation
or execution of the award may be submitted by either Party to the arbitral tribunal which
made the award or, if the latter cannot be seized thereof, to another tribunal constituted
for this purpose in the same manner as the first.

I
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June 16, 1972
Stockholm, Sweden

Stockholm Declaration



United Nations Environment Programme 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
GUIDELINES AND PRINCIPLES 

Stockholm Declaration 

UNEP 



. 1 .

The United 1letions Conference on the Human £nvironment,

Havin met at Stockholm from S to 16 June 1972.

Havin çonsidered the need for a common outlook and for common
principles to inspire and guide the peoples of the world in the preservation

and enhancement of the human environment.

1

Proclaims that,

1. Man is both creature and moulder of his environment, which gives him
physical sustenance and affords him the opportunity for intellectual, moral,
social and spiritual growth. in the long and tortuous evolution of the human
race on this planet a stage has been reached when, through the rapid
acceleration of science and technology. man has acquired the power to

transform his environment in countless ways and on an unprecedented scale.

Both aspects of man's environment. the natural and the man-made, are essential

to his well-being and to the enjoyment of basic human rights - even the right

to life itself.

2.
The. protection and improvement of the human environment is a major issue

which affects the well-being of peoples and economic development throughout
the world; it is the urgent desire of the peoples of the whole world and the

duty of all Governments.

3. Man has constantly to sum up experience and go on discovering,

inventing, creating and advancing. In our time man's capability to transform

his surroundings, if used wisely. can bring to all peoples the benefits of

development and the opportunity to enhance the quality of life. urongly or

heedlessly applied, the same power can do incalculable ha=. to human beings

and the human environment.
We see around us growing evidence of man-made harm

in many regions of the earth: dangerous levels of pollution in water. air,

earth and living beings; major and undesirable disturbances to the ecological

balance of the biosphere; destruction and depletion of irreplaceable

resources; and gross deficiences, harmful to the physical, mental and social

health of man, in the man-made environment, particularly in the living and

working environment.

4. in the developing countries most of the environmental problems are

caused by under-development.
Millions continue to live far below the minimum

levels required for a decent humàn existence, deprived of adequate food and

clothing. shelter and education, health and sanitation.
Therefore, the

developing countries must direct thei.- efforts to development. bearing in mind

their priorities and the need to safegusrô and improve the environment. For

the same purpose, the industrialized ccuntries should make efforts to reduce

the gap between themselves and the developing countries. In the

industrialized countries, environmental problems are generally related to

industrialization and technological dEvelopmenl.

5. The natural growth of population continuously presents problems for the
preservation of the environment, and adequate policies and measures should be

adopted, as appropriate, to face these problems. Of all things in the world,
people are the most precious. It is the people that propel social progress.



create social wealth, develop science and technology and, through their hard 
work, continuously transform the human environment. Along with social 
progress and the advance of production, science and technology, the . capability 
of man to improve the environment increases with each passing day. 

6. A point ha  s been reached in history when we must shape our actions 
throughout the world with a more prudent care for their environmental 
consequences. Through ignorance or  indifference we can do massive and 
irreversible harm to the earthly  environnent on which our life and well-being 
depend. Conversely, through fuller knowledge and wiser action, we can achieve 
for ourselves and our posterity a better life in an environment more in 
keeping with human needs and hopes. There are broad vistas for the 
enhancement of environmental quality and the creation of good life. What is 
needed is an enthusiastic but calm state of mind and intense but orderly 
work. For the purpose of attaining freedom in the world of nature, man must 
use knowledge to build, in collaboration with nature, a better environment. 
To defend and improve the human environmtnt for present and future generations 
has become an imperative goal for mankind - a goal to be pursued together 
with, and in harmony with, the established and fundamental goals of peace and 
of world-wide economic and social development. 

7. To achieve this environmental goal will demand the acceptance of 
responsibility by citizens and communities and by enterprises and institutions 
at every level, all sharing equitably in common efforts. Individuals in all 
walks of life as well as organizations in many fields, by their values and the 
sum of their actions, will shape the world environment of the future. Local 
and national governments will bear the greatest burden for large-scale 
environmental policy and action within their jurisdictions. International 
co-operation is also needed in order to raise resources to support the 
developing countries in carrying out their responsibilities in this field. A 
growing class of environmental problems, because they are regional or global 
in extent or because they affect the common international realm, will require 
extensive co-operation among nations and action by international organizations 
in the common interest. The Conference calls upon Governments and peoples to 
exert common efforts for the preservation and improvement of the human 
environment, for the benefit of all the people and for their posterity. 

Il  

PRINCIPLES 

States the common conviction that: 

Principle 1 

Man has the fundamental right to freedom, equality and adequate 
conditions of life, in an environment of a quality that permits a life of 
dignity and well,being, and he bears a solemn responsibility to protect and 
improve the environment for present and future generations. In this respect, 
policies promoting or perpetuating apartheid, racial segregation, 
discrimination, colonial and other forms of oppression and foreign domination 
stand condemned and must be eliminated. 



Principle 2 

The natural resources of the earth, including the air, water, land, 
flora and fauna and especially representative samples of natural ecosyslems, 
must be safeguarded for the benefit of present and future generations through 
careful planning or management, as appropriate. 

• Principle 3 

The capacity of the earth to produce vital renewable resources must be 
maintained and, wherever practicable, restored or improved. 

Principle 4  

• 
Man has a special responsibility lo safeguard and wisely manage the 

heritage of wildlife and its habitat, xhich are now gravely imperilled by a 
combination-of adverse factors. Nature conservation, including wildlife, must 
therefore receive importance in planning for economic development. 

Principle 5  . 

The non-renewable resources of the earLh must be employed in such a way 
as to guard atainst the danger of their future exhaustion and to ensure that 
benefits from such employment are shared by all mankind. 

Principle 6 

The discharge of toxic substances or of other substances and the release 
•of heat, in such quantities or concentrations as to exceed the capacity of the 
environment to render them harmless, must be halted in order to ensure that 
serious or irreversible damage is not inflicted upon ecosystems. The just 
struggle of the peoples of all countries against pollution should be supported. 

Principle / 

States shall take all possible steps Lo prevent pollution of the seas by 
substances that are liable to create hazards to human health, to harm living 
resources and marine life, to damage amenities or to interfere with other 
legitimate uses of the sea. 

Principle 8 

Economic and social developMent is essenLial for ensuring a favourable 
living and working environment for man and for creatint conditions on earth 
that are necessary for the improvement of th  f quality of life. 

Principle  9 

Environmental deficiencies Eenerated by the conditions of under-
development and natural disasters pose grave problems and can best be remedied 
by accelerated development through the transfer of substantial quantities of 
financial and technological assistance as a supplement lo the domestic effort 
of the developing countries and such timely assistance as may be required. 



Principle 10

For the developing countries, stability of prices and adequate earnings

for primary commoditios and raw materials are essential to environswntal

management since economic factors as well as ecological processes imust be'

taken into account.

Principle 11

The environmental policies of all States•should enhance and not
adversely affect the present or future development potential of developinf
countries, nor should they hamper the attainment of better living conditions
for all. and appropriate stops should be taken by States and international
organizations with a view to reaching agreement on meeting the posssible
national and international economic consequences resulting from the

application of environmental measures.

Principle 12

Resources should be made available to preserve and improve the
environment. taking into account the circumstances and particular requiraswnts

of developing countries and any costs which may emanate from their
incorporating environmental safeguards into their development planning and the
need for making available to them, upon their request, additional
international technical and financial assistance for this purpose.

Principle 13

In order to achieve a more rational management of resources and thus to

improve the environment, States should adopt an integrated and co-ordinal&d

approach to their development planning so as to ensure that developsent is

compatible with the need to protect and improve environment for the benefit of

their population.

Principle 14

.

Rational planning constitutes an essential tool for reconciling any

conflict between the needs of development and the need.to protect and isiprpvt

the environment.

Principle 15

Planning must be applied to human settlements and urbanization with a

view to avoiding adverse effects on the environment and obtaining maximum

social, economic and environmental bénefits for all. In this respect,
projects which are designed for colonialist and racist domination it be

abandoned.

Principle 16

Demographic policies which are withoutprejudice to basic human rijhts

and which are deemed appropriate by Governments concerned should be applied in

those regions where the rate of population growth or excessive population

concentrations are likely to have adverse effects on the environment of the

human environment and impede development.
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Principle 17

Appropriate national institutions must be enErvsled with the task of
planning, managing or controll'ing the environmental resources of States with a
view to enhancing environmental quality.

Principle 18

Science and technology. as part of their contribution to economic and
^social development. must be applied to the identification, avoidance and
control of environmental risks and the solution of environmental problems and
for the common good of mankind.

Principle 19

.
Education in environmental maCters. for the younger generation as well

as adulCs, giving due consideration to the underprivileged, is essential in
order to broaden the basis for an enlightened opinion and responsible conduct
by individuals, enterprises and communities in protecting and improving the
environment in its full human dimension. lt*is also essential that mass media
of communications avoid contributing to the deterioration of the environment,
but, on the contrary, disseminate information of an educational nature on the
need to protect and improve the environment in order to enable man to develop
in every respect.

Principle 20

Scientific research and development in the context of environmental
problems, both national and multi-national, must be promoted in all countries,
especially the developing countries. In this connexion, the free flow of
up-to-date scientific information and transfer of experience must be supported
and assisted, to facilitate the solution of environmental problems;
environmentaltechnologies should be made available to developing contries on
terms which would encourage their wide dissemination without constituting an
economic burden on the developing countries.

Principle 21

States have, in âccorda.nce with the Charter of the United Nations and
the principles of international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own
resources pursuant to their own environmental policies, and the responsibility
to ensure that activities withid their jurisdiction or control do not cause
damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of
national jurisdiction.

Principle 22

States shall co-operate to develop further the international law
regarding liability and compensation for the'victime of pollution and other
environmental damage caused by activities within the jurisdiction or control
of such States to areas beyond their jurisdiction.



principle 23 	• 

Without prejudice to such criteria ae maybe agreed upon by tbe 
international community, or to  standards  which will have to be determined 
nationally, it will be essential in all cases to consider the systems of 
values prevailing in each  country, and the extent of the applicability of 
standards which are valid for the most advanced countries but which may be 
inappropriate and of unwarranted social cost for the developing countries. 

Principle 2 4  

International matters concerning the protection and improvement of the 
environment should be handled in a co-operative spirit by all countries, big 
and small, on an equal footing. Co-operation through multilateral or 
bilateral arrangements or other appropriate means is essential to effectively 
control, prevent, reduce and eliminate adverse environmental effects resulting 
from activities conducted in all spheres, in such a way that due account is 
taken of the sovereignty and interests of all States. 

Principle  25 

States shall ensure that international organizations play a 
co-ordinated, efficient and dynamic role for the protection and /improvement of 
the environment. 

Principle 26  

Man and bis  environment must be spared the effects of nuclear weapons 
and all other means of mass destruction. States must strive to reach prompt 
agreement, in the relevant international organs, on the elimination and 
complete destruction of such weapons. 
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WORLD CHARTER FOR NATURE -

Date: 28 October 1982 Meeting: 48
Vote: 111-1-18 (recorded) Draft: A/37/L.4 and Add.1

The General Assembly.

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the
revised draft World Charter for Nature, 13

Recallincr*that, in its resolution 35/7 of 30 October 1980, it
expressed its conviction that the benefits which could be obtained
from nature depended on the maintenance of natural processes and on
the diversity of life forms and that those benefits were
jeopardized by the excessive exploitation and the destruction of
natural habitats,

Further recalling that, in the same resolution, it recognized
the need for appropriate measures at the national and international
levels to protect nature and promote international co-operation in
that field,

Recalling that, in its resolution 36/6 of 27 October 1981, it
again expressed its awareness of the crucial importance attached by
the international community to the promotion and development of co-
operation aimed at protecting - and safeguarding the balance and
quality of nature and invited the Secretary-General to transmit to
Member States the text of the revised version of the draft World
Charter for Nature contained in the report of the Ad Hoc Group of
Experts on the draft World Charter for Nature, 14 as well as any
further observations by States, with a view to appropriate
consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh
session,

Conscious of the spirit and terms of its resolutions 35/7 and
36/6, in which it solemnly invited Member States, in the exercise
of their permanent sovereignty over their natural resources, to
conduct their activities in recognition of the supreme importance
of protecting natural systems, maintaining the balance and quality
of nature and conserving natural resources, in the interests of
present and future generations,

Having considered the supplementary report of the Secretary-
General, 15

Expressing its gratitude to the Ad Hoc Group of Experts which,
through its work, has assembled the necessary elements for the
General Assembly-to be able to complete the*consideration of and
adopt the revised draft World Charter for Nature at its thirty-
seventh session, as it had previously recommended,

13 A/36/539
14 Ibid., annex I.



() 

(12) 

(12) 

Adopts and solemnly proclaims the World Charter for Nature 
contained in the annex to the present resolution. 

ANNEX 

WORLD CHARTER FOR NATURE 

The General Assembly,  

Reaffirming  the fundamental purposes of the United Nations, in 
particular the maintenance of international peace and security, the 
development of friendly relations among nations and the achievement 
of international co-operation in solving international problems of 
an economic, social, cultural, technical, intellectual or 
humanitarian character, 

Aware that:  

Mankind is a part of nature and life depends on the 
uninterrupted functioning of natural systems which ensure 
the supply of energy and nutrients, 

Civilization is rooted in nature, which has shaped human 
culture and influenced all artistic and scientific 
achievement, and living in harmony with nature gives-man 
the best opportunities for the development of his 
creativity, and for rest and recreation, 

Convinced  that: 

Every form of life is unique, warranting respect 
regardless of its worth to man, and, to accord other 
organisms such recognition, man must be guided by a moral 
code of action, 

Man can alter nature and exhaust natural resources by his 
action or its consequences and, therefore, must fully 
recognize the urgency of maintaining the stability  and'  
quality of nature and of conserving natural resources, 

Persuaded  that: 

Lasting benefits from nature depend upon the maintenance 
of essential ecological processes and life support 
systems, and upon the diversity of life forms, which are 
jeopardized through excessive exploitation and habitat 
destruction by man, 

(..4) 



(b) The degradation of natural systems owing to excessive 
consumption and misuse of natural resources, as well as 
to failure to establish an appropriate economic order 
among peoples and among States, leads to the breakdown of 
the economic, social and political framework of 
civilization, 

(c) Competition for scarce resources creates conflicts, 
whereas the conservation of nature and natural resources 
contributes to justice and the maintenance of peace and 
cannot be achieved until mankind learns to live in peace 
and to forsake war and armaments, 

Reaffirming  that man must acquire the knowledge to maintain 
and enhance his ability to use natural resources in a manner which 
ensures the preservation of the species and ecosystems for the 
benefit of present and future generations, 

Firmly convinced  of the need for appropriate measures, at the 
national and international, individual and collective, and private 
and public levels, to protect nature and promote international co-
operation in this field, 

Adopts,  these ends, the present World Charter for Nature, 
which proclaims the following principles of conservation by which 
all human conduct affecting nature is to be guided and judged. 

I.-GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

Nature shall be respected and its essential processes shall 
not be impaired. 

1. 

not be compromised; 
forms, wild and 

for their survival, 
be safeguarded. 

2. The genetic viability on the earth shall 
the population levels of all life 
domesticated, must be at least sufficient 
and to this end necessary habitats shall 

3. All areas of the earth, both land and sea, 
these principles of conservation; special 
given to unique areas, to representative 
different types of ecosystems and to the 
endangered species. 

shall be subject to 
protection shall be 
samples of all the 
habitats of rare or 

4. Ecosystems and organisms, as well as the land, marine and 
atmospheric resources that are utilized by man, shall be 
managed to achieve and maintain optimum sustainable 
productivity, but not in such a way as to endanger the 
integrity of those other ecosystems or species with which they 
coexist. 

.15/  A/37/398. 



5. Nature shall be secured against degradation caused by warfare
or other hostile activities.

II. FUNCTIONS

6, In the decision-making process it shall be recognized that
man's needs can be met only by ensuring the proper functioning
of natural systems and by respecting the principles set forth
in the present Charter.

7. In the planning and implementation of social and economic
development activities, due account shall be taken of the fact
that the conservation of nature is an integral part of those
activities.

8. In formulating long-term plans for economic development,
population growth and the improvement of standards of living,
due account shall be taken of the long-term capacity of
natural systems to_ensure the subsistence and settlement of
the populations concerned, recognizing that this câpacity may
be enhanced through science and technology.

9. The allocation of areas of the earth to various uses shall be
planned, and due account shall be taken of the physical
constraints, the biological productivity and diversity and the
natural beauty of the areas concerned.

10. Natural resources shall not be wasted, but used with a
restraint appropriate to the'principles set forth in the
present Charter, in accordance with the following rules:

(A) Living resources shall not be utilized in excess of their
natural capacity for regeneration;

I
(b) The productivity of soils shall be maintained or enhanced

through measures which safeguard their long-term
fertility and the process of organic decomposition, and
prevent erosion and all other forms of degradation;

I

Resources, including water, which are not consumed as
they are used shall be reused or recycled;

(d) Non-renewable resources which are consumed as they are
used shall be exploited with restraint, taking into
account their abundance, the rational possibilities of
converting them for consumption, and the compatibility of
their exploitation with the functioning of natural
systems.

11. Activities which might have an impact on nature shall be
controlled, and the best available technologies that minimize
significant risks to nature or other adverse effects shall be
used; in particular:



Activities which are likely to cause irreversible damage
to nature shall be avoided;

(b) Activities which are likely to pose a significant risk to
nature shall be preceded by an exhaustive examination;
their proponents shall demonstrate that expected benefits
outweigh potential damage to nature, and where potential
adverse effects are not fully understood, the activities
should not proceed;

(ç) Activities which may disturb nature shall be preceded by
assessment of their consequences, and environmental
impact studies of development projects shall be conducted
sufficiently in advance, and if they are to be
undertaken, such activities shall be planned and carried
out so as to minimize potential adverse effects;

(d) Agriculture, grazing forestry and fisheries practices
shall be adapted to the natural characteristics and
constraints of given areas;

Areas degrade by human activities shall be rehabilitated
for purposes in accord with their natural potential and
compatible with the well-being of affected populations.

12. Discharge of pollutants into natural systems shall•be avoided
and:

(a) Where this is not feasible, such pollutants shall be
treated at the source, using the best practicable means
available;

(b) Special precautions shall be taken to prevent discharge
of radioactive or toxic wastes.

13. Measures intended to prevent, control or limit natural
disasters, infestations and diseases shall be specifically
directed to the causes of these scourges and shall avoid
adverse side-effects on nature.

III. IMPLEMENTATION

14. The principles set forth.in the present Charter shall be
reflected in the law and practice of each State, as well as at
the international level.

15. Knowledge of nature shall be broadly disseminated by all
possible means, particularly by ecological education as an
integral part of general education.

16. All planning shall include, among its essential elements, the
formulation of strategies for the conservation of nature, the
establishment of ecosystems and assessments of the effects on
nature of.proposed policies and activities; all of these



elements shall be disclosed to the public by appropriate means 
in time to permit effective consultation and participation. 

17. Funds, programmes and administrative structures necessary to 
achieve the objective of the conservation of nature shall be 
provided. 

18. Constant efforts shall be made to increase knowledge of nature 
by scientific research and to disseminate such knowledge 
unimpeded by restrictions of any kind. 

19. The Status of natural proceSses, ecosystems and species shall 
be closely monitored to enable early detection of degradation 
or threat, ensure timely intervention and facilitate the 
evaluation of conservation policies and methods. 

20. Military activities damaging to nature shall be avoided. 

21. States and, to the extent they are able, other public 
authorities, international organizations, individuals, groups 
and corporations shall: 

(a) Co-operate in the task of conserving nature through 
common activities and other relevant actions, including 
information exchange and consultations; 

(b) Establish standards for products and manufacturing 
processes that may have adverse effects on nature, as 
well as agreed methodologies for assessing these effects; 

(c) Implement the applicable international legal provisions 
for the conservation of nature and the protection of the 
environment; 

(d) Ensure that activities within their jurisdictions or 
control do not cause damage to the natural systems 
located within other States or in the areas beyond the 
limits of national jurisdiction; 

r 

(e) Safeguard and conserve nature in areas beyond national 
jurisdiction. 

22. Taking fully into account the sovereignty of States over their 
natural resources, each State shall give effect to the 
provisions of the present Charter through its competent organs 
and in co-operation with other States. 

23. All persons, in accordance with their national legislation, 
shall have the opportunity to •  participate, individually or 
with others, in the formulation of decisions of direct concern 
to their environment, and shall have access to means of 
redress when their environment has suffered damage or 
degradation. 



24. Each person has a duty to act in accordance with the 
provisions of the present Charter; acting individually, in 
association with others or through participation in the 
political process, each person shall strive to ensure that the 
objectives and requirements of the present Charter are met. 

RECORDED VOTE ON RESOLUTION 37/7: 

In favour:  Afghanistan, Angola, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, 
,Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, 
Byelorussia, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, 
Chad, China, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Denmark, Djibouti, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, 
France, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Federal 
Republic of Germany, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, 
Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao 
People's Democratic Republic, Libya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New 
Guinea, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Samoa, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, 
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, 
Ukraine, USSR, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper 
Volta, Uruguay, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against:  United States. 

Abstaining: 	Algeria, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Ghana, Guyana Lebanon, 
Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Suriname, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Venezuela. 

Absent:  Albania, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Belize, Bhutan, 
Botswana, Burma, Democratic Yemen, Dominica, Fiji, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Israel, Jordan, Lesotho, Liberia, Mauritius, 
Panama, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent, Sierra Leone, Syria, 
Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Zimbabwe. 
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General Assembly
Distr.

GENERAL

A/RES/44/228

22 March 1990

Forty-fourth session

Agenda item 82 (f)

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(on the report of the Second Committee (A/44/746/Add.7)]

44/228. United Nations Conference on Environment and Development

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 43/196 of 20 December 1988 on a United Nations
conference on environment and development,

a

Taking note of decision 15/3 of 25 May 1989 of the Governing Council of the
United Nations Environment Programme 1/ on a United Nations conference on
environment and development,

Taking note also of Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/87 of

26 July 1989 on the convening of a United Nations conference on environment and
development,

Takinq note further of,Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/101 of

27 July 1989 on strengthening international co-operation on environment through the

provision of additional•financial resources to developing countries,

Recallincr its resolutions 42/186 of 11 December 1987 on the Environmental

Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond and resolution 42/187 of 11 December 1987

on the report of the World Commission on Environment and Development, 2/

1/ See Official Records of the General Assembly. Forty-fourth Session,

Supplement No. 25 ( A/44/25), annex I. I.

2/ See A/42/427, annex.

UNiTED
NATIONS

90-07615 2239Z (E)
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Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the question of the 
convening of a United Nations conference on environment and development, 3/ 

Mindful  of the views expressed by Governments in the debate held at its 
forty-fourth session on the convening of a United Nations conference on environment 
and development, 

Recalling  the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment, 4/ 

Deeply concerned by the continuing deterioration of the state of the 
environment and the serious degradation of the global life-support systems, as well 
as by trends that, if allowed to continue, could disrupt the global ecological 
balance, jeopardize the life-sustaining qualities of the Earth and lead to an 
ecological catastrophe, and recognizingithat decisive, urgent and global action is 
vital to protecting the ecological balance of the Earth, 

Recognizing  the importance for all countries of the protection and enhancement 
of the environment, 

Recognizing also that the global character of environmental problems, 
including climate change, depletion of the ozone layer, transboundary air and water 
pollution, the contamination of the oceans and seas and degradation of land 
resources, including drought and desertification, necessitates action at all 
levels, including the global, regional and national levels, and the commitment and 
participation of all countries, 

Gravely concerned that the major cause of the continuing deterioration of the 
global environment is the unsustainable pattern of production and consumption, 
particularly in industrialized countries, 

Stressing that poverty and environmental degradation are closely ineérrelated 
and that environmental protectiOn in developing countries must, in this context, be 
viewed as an integral part of the development process and cannot be considered in 
isolation from it, 

Recognizing that measures to be unddrtaken at the international level for the 
protection and enhancement of the environment must take fully into account the 
current imbalances in glebal patterns of production and „consumption, 

3/ 	A/44/256-E/1989/66 and Corr.1 and Add.1 and 2. 

4/ 	Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment. 
Stockholm, 5-16 June 1972  and corrigendum (United Nations publication, Sales 
No. E.73.II.A.14), chap. I. 
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Affirmina that the responsibility for containing, reducing and eliminating
global environmental damage must be borne by the countries causing such damage,

must be in relation to the damage caused and must be in accordance with their
respective capabilities and responsibilities,

Recognizing the environmental impact of material remnants of war and the need
for further international co-operation for their removal,

Btressing the importance for all countries of taking effective measures for
the protection, restoration and enhancement of the environment in accordance,
inter alia, with their respective capabilities, while at the same time
acknowledging the efforts being made in all countries in this regard, including
international co-operation between developed and developing countries,

Stresses the need for effective international co-operation in the areas of
research, development and application of environmentally sound technologies,

Conscious of the crucial role of science and technology in the field of

environmental protection and of the need of developing countries, in particular,
for favourable access to environmentally sound technologies, processes, equipment
and related research and expertise through international co-operation designed to
further global efforts for environmental protection, including the use of
innovative and effective means,

Recognizing that new and additional financial resources will have to be

channelled to developing countries in order to ensure their full participation in
global efforts for environmental protection,

I

1. Decides to convene the United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development, which shall be of two weeks' duration and shall have the highest
possible level of participation, to coincide with World Environment Day, on
5 June 1992;

2. Accepts with deep appreciation theigenerous offer of the Government of
Brazil to act as host to the Conference;

3. Affirms that the Conference should elaborate strategies and measures to
halt and reverse the effects of environmental degradation in the cdntext of

increased national and international efforts to promote sustainable and
environmentally sound development in all countries;

0

4. Affirms also that the protection and enhancement of the environment are
major issues that affect the well-being of peoples and economic development
throughout the world;

5. Affirms further that the promotion of economic growth in developïng

countries is essential to address problems of environmental degradation;

/...
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6. Affirms  the importance of a supportive international economic climate 
conducive to sustained economic growth and development in all countries for the 
protection and sound management of the environment; 

7. Reaffirms that, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and 
the applicable principles of international law, States have the sovereign right to 
exploit their own resources pursuant to their environmental policies, and also 
reaffirms their responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction 
or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas 
beyond the.limits of national jurisdiction and to play their due role in preserving 
and protecting the global and regional environment in accordance with their 
capacities and specific responsibilities; 

8. Affirms  the responsibility of States, in accordance with national 
legislation and applicable international law, for the damage to the environment and 
natural resources caused by activities within their jurisdiction or control through 
transboundary interference; 

9. Notes  that the largest part of the current emission of pollutants into 
the environment, including toxic and hazardous wastes, originates in developed 
countries, and therefore recognizes that those countries have the main 
responsibility for combating such pollution; 

10. Stresses  that large industrial enterprises, including transnational 
corporations, are frequently the repositories of scarce technical skills for the 
preservation and enhancement of the environment, that they conduct activities in 
sectors that have an impact on the environment and, to that extent, have specific 
responsibilities and that, in this context, efforts need to be encouraged and 
mobilized to protect and enhance the environment in all countries; 

11. Reaffirms that the serious external indebtedness of developing countries 
and other countries with serious debt-servicing problems has to be addressed in an 
efficient and urgent manner in order to enable those countries to contribute fully 
and in accordance with their capacities and responsibilities to global efforts to 
protect and enhance the environment; 

12. Affirms that, in the light of the foregoing, the following environmentdl 
issues, which are not listed in any particular order of priority, are among those 
of major concern in maintaining the quality of the Earth's environment and 
especially in achieving environmentally sound and sustainable development in all 
countries: 

(a) Protection of the atmosphere by combating climate change, depletion of 
the ozone layer and transboundary air pollution; 

(b) Protection of the quality and supply of freshwater resources; 

(c) Protection of the oceans and all kinds of seas, including enclosed and 
semi-enclosed seas, and coastal areas and the protection, rational use and 
development of their living resources; 

. . . 
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I

(e) Conservation of biological diversity;

(f) Environmentally sound management of biotechnology;

(g)• Environmentally sound management of wastes, particularly hazardous

wastes, and of toxic chemicals, as well as prevention of illegal international

traffic in toxic and dangerous products and wastes;

(h) Improvement of the living and working environment of the poor.in urban
slums and rural areas, through the eradication of poverty by, inter alia,

implementing integrated rural and urban development programmes, as well as taking

other appropriate measures at all levels necessary to stem the degradation of the
environment;

(A)' Protection and management of land resources by, inter alia, combating
deforestation, desertification and drought;

life;

(i) Protection of human health conditions and improvement of the quality of

13. Emphasizes the need to strengthen international co-operation for the

management of the environment to ensure its protection and enhancement and the need
to explore the issue of benefits derived from activities, including research and
development, related to the protection and development of biological diversity;

14. Reaffirms the need to strengthen international co-operation, particularly
between developed and developing countries, in research and development and the
utilization of environmentally sound technologies;

15. Decides that the Conference, in addressing environmental issues in the
developmental context, should have the following objectives:

(a) To examine the state of the environment and changes that have occurred

since the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, held in 1972, and
since the adoption of such international agreements as the Plan of Action to Combat

Desertification, the Vienna Convention for the Protection-of the Ozone Layer,

adopted on 22 March 1985, and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the

Ozone Layer, adopted on 16 September 1987, taking into account the actions taken by

all countries and intergovernmental organizations to protect and enhance the

environment; '

(b) To identify strategies to be co-ordinated regionally and gloiially, as
appropriate, for concerted action to deal with major environmental issues in the

socio-economic development processes of all countries within a particular

time-frame;

(ç) To recommend measures to be taken at the national and international

levels to protect and enhance the environment, taking into account the specific

needs of developing countries, through the development and implementation of

policies for sustainable and environmentally sound development with special

/...
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emphasis on incorporating environmental concerns in the economic and social 
development process and of various sectoral policies and through, inter alla,  
preventive action at the sources of environmental degradation, clearly identifying 
the sources of such degradation and appropriate remedial measures, in all countries; 

(d) To promote the further development of international environmental law, 
taking into account the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment, 4/ as well as the special needs and concerns of the developing 
countries, and to examine in this context the feasibility of elaborating general 
rights and.obligations of States, as appropriate, in the field of the environment, 
and taking into account relevant existing international legal instruments; 

(e) To examine ways and means further to improve co-operation in the field of 
protection and enhancement of the environment between neighbouring countries, with 
a view to eliminating adverse environmental effects; 

(f) To examine strategies for national and international action with a view 
to arriving at specific agreements and commitments by Governments for defined 
activities to deal with major environmental issues in order to restore the global 
ecological balance and to prevent further deterioration of the environment, taking 
into account the fact that the largest part of the current emission of pollutants 
into the environment, including toxic and hazardous wastes, originates in developed 
countries, and therefore recognizing that those countries have the main 
responsibility for combating such pollution; 

(g) To accord high priority to drought and desertification control and to 
consider all means necessary, including financial, scientific and technological 
resources, to halt and reverse the process of desertification with a view to 
preserving the ecological balance of the planet; 

• 

(h) To examine the relationship between environmental degradation and the 
international economic environment, with a view to ensuring a more integrated 
approach to problems of environment and development in relevant international 
forums without introducing new forms of conditionality; 

(i) To examine strategies for national and international action with a view 
to arriving at specific agreements and commitments by Governments and by 
intergovernmental organizations for defined activities to promote a supportive 
international economic climate conducive to sustained and environmentally sound 
development in all countries, with a view to combatingspoverty and improving the 
quality of life, and bearing in mind that the incorporation of environmental 
concerns and considerations in development planning and policies should not be used 
to introduce new forms of conditionality in aid or in development financing and 
should not serve as a pretext for creating unjustified barriers to trade; 

(i) To identify ways and means of providing new and additional financial 
resources, particularly to developing countries, for environmentally sound 
development programmes and projects in accordance with national development 
objectives, priorities and plans and to consider ways of effectively monitoring the 
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provision of such new and additional financial resources, particularly to
developing countries, so as to enable the international community to take further
appropriate action on the basis of accurate and reliable data;

(k) To identify ways and means of providing additional financial resources

for measures directed towards solving major environmental problems of global
concern and especially of supporting those countries; in particular developing

countries, for which the implementation of such measures would entail a special or
abnormal burden, owing, in particular, to their lack of financial resources,

expertise or technical capacity;

(1) To consider various funding mechanisms, including.voluntary ones, and to
examine the possibility of a special international fund and other innovative

approaches, with a view to ensuring, on a favourable basis, the most effective and

expeditious transfer of environmentally sound technologies to developing countries;

(m) To examine, with a view to making recommendations on effective modalities

for favourable access to, and transfer of, environmentally sound technologies, in
particular to the developing countries, including on concessional and preferential

terms, and on modalities for supporting all countries in their efforts to create

and develop their endogenous technological capacities in the field of scientific

research and development, as well as in the acquisition of relevant information,

and, in this context, to explore the concept of assured access for developing
countries to environmentally sound technologies, in its relation to proprietary

rights, with a view to developing effective responses to the needs of developing

countries in this area;

(n) To promote the development of human resources, particularly in developing

countries, for the protection and enhancement of the environment;

(Q) To recommend measures to Governments and the relevant bodies of the

United Nations system, with a view to strengthening technical co-operation with the

developing countries to enable them to.develop and strengthen their capacity for

identifying, analysing, monitoring, managing or preventing environmental problems

in accordance with their national development plans, objectives and priorities;

(p) To promote open and timely exchange of information on national

environmental policies, situations and accidents;

(q) To review and examine the role of the United Nations system in dealing

with the environment and possible ways of improving it; 0

(r) To promote the development or strengthening of appropriate institutions

at the national, regional and-global levels to deal with environmental matters in

the context of the socio-economic development processes of all countries;

(s) To promote environmental education, especially of the younger generation,

as well as other measures to increase awareness of the value of the environment;

/...
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(t) To promote international co-operation within the United Nations system in 
monitoring, assessing and anticipating environmental threats and in rendering 
assistance in cases of environmental emergency; 

(u) To specify the respective responsibilities of and support to be given by 
the organs, organizations and programmes of the United Nations system for the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Conference; 

(v) To quantify the financial requirements for the successful implementation 
of Confererice decisions and recommendations and to identify possible sources, 
including innovative  cries, of additional resources; 

(w) To assess the capacity of the United Nations system to assist in the 
prevention and settlement of disputes in the environmental sphere and to recommend 
measures in this field, while respectin

i
g existing bilateral and international 

agreements that provide for the settlement of such disputes; 

II 

1. Decides  to establish the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, which shall be open to all States 
Members of the United Nations or members of the specialized agencies, with the 
participation of observers, in accordance with the established practice of the 
General Assembly; 

2. Decides  that the Preparatory Committee shall hold an organizational 
session of two weeks' duration in March 1990 and a final session, both at United 
Nations Headquarters, as well as three additional substantive sessions, the first 
at Nairobi and the following two at Geneva, the timing and duration of which shall 
be determined by the Preparatory Committee at its organizational session; 

3. Decides  that the Preparatory Committee, at its organizational.session, 
shall elect, with due regard to equitable geographic representation, a chairman and 
other members of its Bureau, comprising a substantial number of vice-chairmen and a 
rapporteur; 

4. Decides  that the host country of the Conference, Brazil, shall be 
ex officio  a member of the Bureau; 

5. Requests  the Secretary-General, following  the  organizational session of 
the Preparatory Committee, to establish an appropriate ad hoc  secretariat at the 
United Nations Office at Geneva, with a unit in New York and another unit in 
Nairobi, taking into account the decisions to be made by the Preparatory Committee 
regarding the preparatory process for the Conference and based on the principle of 
equitable geographic distribution; 

6. Decides  that the ad hoc  secretariat will be headed by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, 
who will be appointed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations; 

/ . . . 
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7. ' Reguests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to prepare a report
for the organizational session of the Preparatory Committee containing

recommendations on an adequate preparatory process, taking into account the
provisions of the present resolution and the views expressed by Governments in the
debate at the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly;

8. Decides that the Preparatory Committee shall:

(a) Draft the provisional agenda of the Conference, in accordance with the
provisions of the present resolution;

(b) Adopt guidelines to enable States to take a harmonized approach in their
preparations and reporting;

(ç) Prepare draft decisions for the Conference and submit them to the
Conference for consideration and adoption;

9. Requests the United Nations Environment Programme, as the main organ

dealing with environmental issues, and other organs, organizations and programmes

of the United Nations system, as well as other relevant intergovernmental
organizations, to contribute fully to the preparations for the Conference on the

basis of guidelines and requirements to be established by the Preparatory Committee;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the co-ordination of

contributions from the United Nations system through the Administrative Committee
on Co-ordination;

11. Invites all States to take an active part in the preparations for the
Conference, to prepare national reports, as appropriate, to be submitted to the

Preparatory Committee in a timely manner, and to promote international co-operation

and broad-based national preparatory processes involving the scientific community,
industry, trade unions and concerned non-governmental organizations;

12. Requests relevant non-governmental organizations in consultative status

with the Economic and Social Council to contribute to the Conference, as
appropriate; I ,

13. Stresses the importance of holding regional conferences on environment

and development with the full co-operation of the regional commissions, and

recommends that the results of such regional conferences be introduced into the

preparatory process for the Conference, bearing in mind that regional cqnferences
should make important substantive contributions to the Conference;

14. Decides that the preparatory process and the Conference itself should be
funded through the regular budget of the United Nations without adversely affecting

other ongoing activities and without prejudice to the provision of sources of
extrabudgetary resources; -

/...



A/RES/44/228 
Page 10 

15. Decides to establish a voluntary fund for the purpose of assisting 
developing countries, in particular the least developed among them, to participate 
fully and effectively in the Conference and in its preparatory process, and invites 
Governments to contribute to the fundi 

16. Requests  the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-fifth and forty-sixth sessions on the progress of 
work of the Committee; 

17. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-fifth and 
forty-sixth sessions an item entitled "United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development". 

85th plenary meetincr 
22 December 1989  

- 
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