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Temperance ts the moderate use of thinys

beneficral, and abstinence from things hurtfid.

No. 6. MONTREAL,

THE INTEXDED BRIDEGROOMS.

Thr evils resulting from drunkenness are so apparent, amd press
with weight upon so many portions of the community, that there
are few persons who cannot expatiste upon those evila with thril-
ling eloquence.

OCTOBER, 1540.

run s.nooth.
Of late years, aud especially since the establish. |

ment of ToraL ABSTINENCE Socrerigs, these evils have been

fearlensly exposed, and the only efficient remedy for them success-
fully pointed out. Some have reprobated drunkenness because of
the effects which it produces on the physical health ; others from a
contemplation of the havoc it makes on the worldly Interests of its
unhappy votaries; and a thicd, aud not an inconsiderable poartion,
dissuade their fellow-countrymen from those habits, indulgence in
which is sure to *“ war against the soul.”

There are, however, other and fearful evils inflicted by drank-
enness, which affect not inerely the individual interests of the un-
happy victim, but which extend their influence far and wide
through society —which dissolve the most endearing links—which
entail misery and death on those who are nearest and dearest to
the deluded victims—.and which, geuerally speaking, are only re-
pented of when all is beyond the hape of cure or of amendment.

Of this latter description of the evils resulting from drunken-
nes, the following narrative furnishes a most affecting illustration.
It tells a pregnant moral; and may do more to advanoe the caose
of true wobriety than some cof the most elaborate lectures.of the
nioral teacher. 'The reader may rely upon the fruth of the story :
the real names of the parties could be given, but they are with-
held from respect to the feelings of survivers.

Walter Brown and James Maitland had been intimate friends
from their boyhood. They had zone through the progresive class-
e> of the grammar-school together, and together had completed
their education at the uuiversity. They entered it on the sanie
day, and on the same day left it. Unlike many of the friend-
ships of youth, however, that of Brown and Maitiand did not ter-
minate with their educational courme ; it contitued with unabated

warmib and siucerity atter they had entered into the worla and !

began to share in its perplexities and tronbles.  But of these per-
plexities and troubles, 1t ynust be confessed, neither of the young
men had by any means an undae proportion. Their futhers viere
buth wealthy, and thus was their way smoothed to prosperity.

It was about this perivd—that is, after Brown ana Maitland
had entered into the world—that T became acquainted with thew.
Tt was in the year 18—,
siucere and cordial friendship. It was impossible it could be
otherwise, at least on my part, for they were both excelleut young
men, highly ed d and plished, p d of first-rate
abilities, awiable in their dispositions, and of nuble and senerous
natures; in short, they were altogether two as fine young fellows
as the city of G could produce. They were both, at this
time, about 25 years of age. As tisrre Were many points ot Nimi-
larity betweeu them, and many striking coincidences in various
circumatanices, 5o did this sort of parallel progression continue after
they had entered into life. They tell in love nearly at the same
time; and after a courtship of some month or two's continuance—
during all which time they had made confidents of each other, and
reported progress, from time to tine, as they advanced in their
suits—they determined on ** papping the quistion” on the wme
da;_', :\’nd if favourably answered, that the sawe day should aee them
united. .

. The objects of their choice were both brauti’ul and accomplished
girls, und pomessed of considerable tortunes, 1 kuew them inti-
wately, and was perfectly aware of the relationship in whirh they
atoud to wy two fricuds; for I, oo, was wade a coniidant in this
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This acquaintance soon ripened into a |

| selves of the progress of their courtships.

matter, and was occa. ually iunformed by the young men them-
This attachent at
length camne to the usual crisis where the course of true love does
The lovers declared themselves, avd were accepted
with the full and free consent of all intevested.  The mutehes were
tilought highly eligible on all sides. ¥ have already said that my
friends bad agreed to * propuse” on the same day; nay, they re-
duced this understanding, as vearly as they possibly could, to the
same hour. To this arcangement I sas ade privy: and it was
agreed amongst us that they should meet Ju my room immediately
after the important interview bud taken place, aud theu and there
anuounce to each other the results of their respective overtures,
"The hour of meeting at my apactments was fixed for eight v'clock
in the evening; and at six the lovers repaired to their mistreses.
Feellng deeply interestzd in the proceediugs of my friends on the
eveutful uight, it was with no Jittle impazience and anxiety I wait-
ed for their appearance as the hour of eight approached. I tried
to beguile the time by readivg, but it would not do; the inteuwe
curiosity felt as to the results of the affair on the tapis with iy
friends, prevented me applying my mind to any thivg but wand -
ing «peculations o' the deeply intersting matter in which they were
engaged. While I was thus employed, the appointed hour siruck ;
and in a few minutes after I beard a rapid foot on the stair. X
knew it to he either Naitlaud or Brown; and I sugured well fur
the happiness of the party, whichever of them it was, frum the
lightness and vivacity of his footsteps. I was right in wy conjec-
ture as to the coming visitor : in a secoud after, Alaldand, with a
tace radiant with juy, aud with a loud expression of exultation,
burst into my room.

**Ah! ah! Bob,” said I, stretching out my Fand to him, “I
see I may wish you jov. You need notsay a word on the sub-

ject; your looks tell the Lappy tale.”—** Kight, rishe, ’l‘upm," re-

plied Maitland, seizing wy band with wild Jlee; <1 am a happy

man.  It's all settled with father and all.  Dat what'y become of
Brown? [ hape, poor fellon, he's been as successful ay I bave
been : it would lessen my happiness greatly if he wasn 1"

The words were scarcely out of Maitlaud's mouth, whea Brown
also burst inta the apartment; and /is countenance aiso told a tale
of success.  He was in exoberant <pirits 5 and a furious shaking of
hands and noisy intercbange of congratulation marked the fehetty
of the trio; for T, too, rojoiced by <ympathy in the happess of
wy friends; and though nut personally intecested ia the evenis of
the evening, was searcely less obstecperous iu iy glee

t was now propmsed, I think by Brewa, that we sbould instan-
ter adjourn to a certain well-known tavern in she city, and con-
clude the joyous evening by a supper. I fur ~o.ne time stovtly re-
sisted the progosal, insisting that ihey should remaiu where thiry
were, and ~up with me. Would to God thicy had comphied ! tor
had they done <o, the fearful reene which afterwards orcurred
would not have taken place. My friends would not listen to my
propo~al, and threatened jocularly, that if 1 did not accompany
themn of my own accord, they would carry e by torce.

“ You must come and sup with us, Tom,” said Maitland; *“ 0
dun’'t compel us to use vialeuce,  Why, mau, we're such happy doys
to-night, that ne man can with <afety & ny vs any Wing” .

Seeing it uscless to make avy further objertions or resisiance, L
at length consenied to accompany thew; and away, arcordingly,
we went in high spicits to the tavern allnded to.  Supper was or-
dered and dispatched. A botde of wine followed, then avatler,
and another, till it became evident, in the course of a few houry,
that we had attained a erisis, and could aot pavibly hold outma: it
longir.  \ie were all, inshort, very tipey; and our murih, rirides
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Ing, of course; of the character of our condition, was nolsy and
outrageous, Feeling, at length, that we bad reached a consum-
mation, ‘and aware that the hour was Inte, (it might be aboat two
o'clock inthe mornin ») We arose, paid our reckoning, and left
the bouse. On galning the street, v o gave fullswing to the excita-
tion which a sense of propriety had kept somewhat under while
we remained in the tavern, and shouted and sang as other
fools do in similar circumstances ; that is, when labouring under
the insanity of int perance. 1In this way, we came nolsily and
Joyoudly along, uatil we arrived in front of vhe house in which
Maitland lived, It was his father's, and lay directly in our way.

*“Now, my friends,” said Maitland, as we were about to bid
bim good night, “we will not part yet. My father is not at
home, ami there's nobody in the house but an oid woman ; so
you'll just go up with me, and we'll have one single tumbler before
we part.  I'll promise you a glass of as fine old rum as ever came
from Jamaica.” This proposal I met with a decided negative,
Not 0 Brown, he at once closed with it,

‘“ Faith, we shall, we shall Bob,” he sald; “well have one
tumbler of your old stingo. Our bachelor days are nearly at a
cluse now, and we'll see them werrily out.”

Saying this, he seized me by the collar on one side, while
Maitland did the same on the other ; and thus wae I forcibly drag-
ged into the house, I determined, however, to drink no more,
but to wait patiently i1y my friends should think fit to close the
scene of their own accord. The old house-keeper having been
roused from hee bed, tumblers, glasses, and hot water were soon
produced ; and to these Maitland himself added a bottle of rum,
which he took from an adjoining closet. In a few minuates my
two frlends had each mixed up a large tumbler; and at their ob-
streperous importuaities, I also mixed up one; bat I resolved not
to taste it, and neither did I—a dereliction which escaped the no-
tice of my companions, who, satisfied by seeing me with a dose
before me, forgot to compel me to swallow it. ~ This, however,
vas a proceeding which they did not forget. 1In a very short time,
both of their tumblers tvere drained to the bottom, and another
touple prepared. Xt was at this moment that I observed a curious
change in the mauner of Brown: he all at once became strangely
Incoherent—an incoherence that appeared to me more like that of
Snsanity than intoxication. Tt is true that this is a common, nay,
R Decessary consequence of the latter ; and it is troe also, that
Brown bad drunk quite enough to account for it; but thers was a
peculiarity, & wildness in his incoberence, that both sarprised and
alarmed me. He did not seem to know where he was, who he
was with, or what he was doing. Nor was this state accompanied
by the physica! imbecility or sottish lethargy which usually charac-
terises excessive inebriety ; on the contrary, his animal energles
seemed unnaturally increased. Ke was furious, although not ili-
d i d eye roved about with a wild expression,
and with restless activity, It might be, that all this was merely
the effect of intoxication—and there can be no doubt that there lay
its origin; bus I had never seen such effocts before from the same
cause,

I have oiready casually adverted to one featare of Brown's case
—his not seeming*to know whom he was with. This oblivious-
ness cxme suddenly upon him; for, but an instant before, he had
been gddressing both Maitland and I by our names, in 2 moment
after, he stared at ns alternately, with a wild ang enquiring look.
It was evident he did not recognize us. I now, by sigos, called
Maitland's attention 1 the condition of our friend; and he ac-
knowledged the communication, by proposing, in an affected off-
banded manner, as it was now so late, and the morning so wet,
(it was at this momznt raining heavily,) that we should not leave
the house at all, but take our beds with him. To this proposal,
thinking it advisable on Brown’s account, ¥ at once agreed, and
suggested that we should retire to bed immediately. Brown made
no remark on his friend's saggestion that he should remain ail
night; he neitber dissented from Nor approved of it, but seemed
quite passive, and willing to submit, to any arrang that we
chose to make, Taking advantage of this apparent pliancy and
indifference, we conducted him to a sofa, which was in the apart-
ment, as the most conveniens resting.place for him; and, having
desired the hause-kerper (o bring in some bedsclothes, we covered
him 0p, aud lefl him, as we thought, snug for the remainder of

the night. Having thus disposed of our friend, Maitland and I re-
tired to bed, as did also the old housekeeper: aud in a few minutes,
all was quiet in the house. I almost {mmediately fell into a pro-
found sleep, and might have been thus for about an hour, when ¥
was suddenly awakened by a violent noise in the apartment in
which Brown was., He had got up, and was overturning every
thing he came across in the room, and shoating violently. I lis.
tened for a moment, and heard him demanding to be let out, and |
threatening the demolition of every thing within his reach, if he
Was not; and he was already acting on this threat, by smashing
pictares and mirrors, and every thing eJse that came into his hands
that he conld destroy. But bis great object seemed to'be to get
out; and he appeared the more bent on this, that he did not yet
know where he was.  Of this he had no idea, as I perceived from
his outrageous and incoherent expressions, He seemed, however,
to be under an jmpression that he was forcibly detained by some
persons ; and conoeiving himeelf ill-used, was in a furious rage,

Alarmod at the destruction he was wmaking, I hastily arose, and
finding my way to where Maitiand slept, I awoke him ; for he
was sound asleep, and had heard nothing of the noise and ruin
which his friend was occasioning,

*“ He must be les out instantly,” said I, “or he'll destroy every
thing in the room. I wonder he did not find the way out himself,
for I heard him working at the handle of the door.”

found himself locked in, and this had irritated him, and inspired
him with the notion of his being forcibly detained.

* But we must let him out inutantly,” said I.

“ Oh, surely, surely,” replied Maitland, leaping on the floor H
*““but go you to bed, Tom—no occasion for you disturbing your-
self; I'll pacify him in a minate—and perhape the more readily,
that none are present but ourselves.” ~Sayiog this, he burried
away in his night-gown to the apartment in which Brown was
cenfined, while I retired, as he recommended, to bed, and listen-
ed for the result of Maitland's proceedings.  The house was a large
one, with a very long passage running down the centre; and as
Brown's apartment was at the further end, I could not hear dis-
Unctly what passed ; but T was surprised at a sudden cessation of
all noise io Brown's room, the moment Maitland's footsteps ap-
proaching it by the passage became audible. It seemed as if
Brown bad become silent on discovering that some one was mov-
ing towards him; and this perfect silence he maintained while his
friend was for some time fully endeavouring to introduce
the key into the key-hole ; neither did he make any reply to, or
take any notice whatever of the expressions which Maitland was,
from time to time, addressing to him from the outside, while em.,
Ployed in searching for the key-hole. I considered the circum-
stance odd, and withont being able to account for it, felt uneasy
atit. At length, while listening with intense aoxiety for the js-
sue, I heard the key enter the lock, X heard the door opening, and
in the next instant heard—1I Jeave the reader to imagine with what
sensations—.the cry, uttered in a wild, unearthly voice, “I am
murdered ! Tam murdered!” The voice was Maitland’s, T leap-
ed frantically from my bed, and rushed along the passage. I met
my unfortunate friend coming towards me, He was staggering.’
“ A light! a light!” he exclaimgd—*T am murdered! I am
murdered, Tom " I flew to the Kitchen, found a Jamp burning
on the hearth, suatched it up, and ran again to the passage, when
and where a sight presented itself to me, which, to this hour, fills
me with horror when I think of it. Seated in the middle of this
paseage—he had been able to get no farther—I found Maitland,
with both bands endeavouring to cover a large wound in the lower
part of his body. Here was a winding-up of the merriment, and
Jjoyous reckl of the preceding night! On seeing the horrj-
ble and deplorable condition in which my unfortunate friend was,
1 instantly ran away for a surgeon, without waiting tc exchange
words with him, or to make any enquiries into the dreadfu? occur-
rence. I coneeived that the first thing to be done, was to Pprocure
him surgical assistance.

Ou knocking up the medical gentleman whose aid I desired,
and hurriedly stating the case to him, he recommended o me to
run instantly, and call up other two of the profession, whom he
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named. This [ did; and fx leen than fifteen minutes, the whole
three were in consultaticn around the unhappy sufferer. He was
perfectly ealm and collected ; and short as the time for preparation
bad been, resigned to his fate, which from the first, he believed to
be cevtain, and all but immediate death,

The surgeons having done what they could for the sufferer, al-
though with no hope whatever of saving his life—this, from the
hideous nature of the wound, being altogether out of the question—
a eearch was instituted for the murderer ; a proceeding which was
neither difficult nor tedious, as he was found lying quietly on the
sofa, where the kindness of his murdered friend had first lald him.
Beside him, on the floor, lay a large carving-knife. It was with
this he had done the fatal deed ; and it was now discovered, or
rather perhaps, conjectured, that he had come by the possession of
it by accidentally overturning ar coming in contact with a knife-
case, which stoed on a side-hoard in the apartment.

When we first approached Brown, as he lay on the sofa, he
seemed to be in a kind of stupor; his eyes were open, but he ap-
peared to be wholly unconscious of what was passing around him.
QOue of the medical gentlemen present now laid his hand on his
shoulder, and shaking him with some violence, ‘o aronse him,
asked him if he knew what he bad done. To this he made no
reply, but stared at us with a bewildered iook. The question was
again repeated, when a confused recollection of the horrid occur-
rence seemed to pass through his mind; for he became agitared
and deadly pale. To the question put to hin, however, he replied
in the negative.—*“ No,” he said,—¢ what have Y done ?”

“ You have murdered your friend Maitland,” replied one of the
medical geutlemen; ‘‘ you have stabbed him, m.rtally wonnded
him, and we have every resscn to believe, with this knife; and
he held up the fatal instrument. Brown made no reply for some
time, but looked earnestly at the knife, and then at us, alternate-
Jy. At length—‘‘ This is dreadful,” he said, in & low, hollow
voice—** dreadful, dreadful, dreadfal!” and he strnck his hand
on his forchead with convulsive violence, and his whole frame
shook with the intensity cf his mental agony. He seemed now
fully alive to the horror= of his sitnation, and % have a perfect re-
collection of the shocking occurrence that had taken place. After
a silence of some seconds, disturbed only by the loud sobbings of
a difficult and struggling respiration, he again burst out with—

“ O my God! my God!—what {s this? But it osnnot be a
reality ; it {s impossible; it must be some horrid dream. There
must be some fearfol delusion somewhere. J murder Robert
Maitland ! 7 stab him with & knife | —my dearest, my best friend ;
Ha! ha! ha!— {mnossible, impoesible! T would stab
myself sooner—much soaner, God knows! I wonld not hurt a
hair of his head for worlds. I loved him—Iloved him sincerely —
and yet you tell me I murdered him ! Base slanderers ! who
would believe you ?  Who would believe so utterly improbable
astory? None, none. Ha! ha! ha! None, none. I am safe
—who would believe you?” He again burst into an hysterical
laugh.

It was now evident that the unfortunate young man's senses
had deserted him.  But whether this proceeded from an overwhel-
ming sense of the atrocity of his crime, and ot the dreadful situa-
tion in which he stood, or was but a continuation of the conse~
q of the preceeding night's debaach, could not be determin-
ed. Itappeared t- me to proceed in part from both. But from
whatever cause it proceeded, it was most painful to witness; and
it was impoesible to look on, or listen to the wailings of the un-
happy man, great as his gailt was, without a feeling of com-
passion.

One of the medical gentlemen present now made a signal to the
other—the third having remained by the patient—tn step aside
with him. He did s0; and thongh they spoke in whispers,
overheard as much as informed me that they were consalting as to
the propriety of giving immediate information of the occarrence to
the Fiscal, with a view to having Brown apprehended ; and one
of them eventual'y undertook this daty, and was about to depart
on its execution, when his ‘ttention. and that of us all, was sud-
denly called to the patient, by the medical zoutleman who bad re-
raained with him, coming hastily to the dvor of the apartment we
were in, and 1n a horried voice, summouning his brethren to the
bed-side of the sufferer. Ile was expiring. We all hastened to

the chamber of death, and were just in time to hear the last words
of poor Maitland. These conveyed an earnest entreaty that pe
harm should come to Brown for the occurrence of thias

““ For I teel perfectly assured,” said the dying man, ¢‘that ja wes
elther done altogethee unintentionally, or that he neither kaaw ‘teis,
nor what he was doing. I am certain of that, DBrown wéuld net
willingly do me an injury.  See, theu, gentlemen,” he contingegh
‘I entreat of you with my dying breath, that he be not in ang
way troubled for what has happened.  On the solemun declacsting
of a dying man, I acquit him of all intention of doing me a witful
injury.” These were the last words he uttercd ; but he continued
to breathe for wome time afterwards, and the medical gentlemea
still remained by his bed-side.

Taking advautage of this interval, I stole out of the apartmient,
and hastened to that in which Brown had been left, to warn him
of his dauger, and to prevail upon him to fly. But he was nog
there. I went to the street door, and found it open.  Impelled
by a natural ipetinet, Brown had fled; and I was glad to find
that he had.  On my return to the ronsm in which Maitland nas,
I was informed that he wa< dead.  His murderec had left the
house, but he had not gone .ac; he was apprehended in bis father’s
houaee on the following morning, and carried to jail. e was sub-
seynently hronght to trial befure the High Court of Justiciary ; but
escaped with his life, on the plea of insanity, suppurted by other
extenuating circumstances.  What became of him afternards X
oould never learn, nor do I know to this hour. The general be-
lief was, however, that he was conveyed out of the country; and
this seems confirmed by the fact, *hat he was never again seen or
heard of by any one who knew him. I need not enter into any
description of the misery and desolation with which the dreadful
oocurrence just related overwhelmed the famlilies of the aufortanate
young men, equally that of the iujueer as the injured, and almost
equally, likewine, those of *lieir respective brides elect. Thg
young ladies never again appeared at any place of public resort
one of them, the chosen of the unfortunate Maitland, fullowed®
him to a premature grave ; and the other, in about two years after
the fatal occurrence, went abroad, to reside with a relative, where
she also shertly afterwards died.

Such, then, was the appalling terminatiun to which eune unizhe
of anguerded indulgence brought the carcers of two most promis-
ing young men_—hurling both, in a few short hours, from the
rummit of haman felicity, the one into 1 premature and blond-
stained grave, the other into the lowest depths of humen misery—
into a eftuation of as utter wretcheduess as the human miud can
perhaps conceive,

I have but one remark to add to this dismal taie, and I leave
the reader to employ his own reasoning on it, and to draw from
it his own conclurions. The excess which led to the melancholy
result just related, was not habitual to the unfortunate young men
whose history exhibits them ; on the contrary, they we e remark-
able for the general temperance of their habits, and the uniform
correctness of their lives It was an indulgence excited by a par-
ticular occasion, and given way to for a time under peculiar cir
cat aud feeling If there be a lesson here, let it be
learned.

** LOOK THOU NOT CTPON THE WINE WHEN IT IS RED, WHEN
IT GIVETH HIS COLOUR I THE CCP, WHEN IT MOVETHA ITSELF
ARIGNIT. AT THE LAST, IT BITETH LIKB A SERPENT, AND
8TINGETH LIKE AN ADDEB.”

FATHER MATHEW.
{ From the Dublin Retierx.)

[We perceive that this apostle of temperanoe has accepted an fn-
vitation from the Catholic Temperance Saciety of Edinburgh, to
visit that city, and intends to be in this country as early a« possi-
ble. In the prospect of seeing him soon amongst us, the follow-
Ing sketch of his character may be interesting to our readers.  The
picture is perhaps someshat averdrawn; but it is evidently the
production of one well acquainted with the history and recent pro-
ceedings of Father Mathew, and will give the reader an idea of
the general outlines of the character of 2 man who alceady occu-
pies @ high place among the benefactors of his country and bis

age :—
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** Tae writer of this acticle has been intimately acquainted with
rhe object of thic well-enrned panegyric from his earlieat boghood,
and he can truly say, that even at the early stage of lile he knew
nobody 8o much or so generally beloved as the individual who is
now the ¢ observed ot all observers throughout Ireland.  Incapa-
ble of anger or reseutinent, utterly free from selfishness, always
anxious te share with «thers whatever be possessed, jenlous of the
affections (f those to whom he was particularly attuched, remark-
ably gentle in hin manners, fond of expressing himself rather in
amiles than in language , averse from the hoisterous amusements
to which hoys in general are prone, and preferring to thew quiet
walks by the banks of a river, or by the side of green hedges, in
company vith twe or three select awociates, and yet very far from
being of a pendive disposition; on the contrary, so cheerful that
the slightest Indicrous occurrence turned the smile he geunerally
ware into hearty Jaughter—be grew np esteemed by every body
who knew hin. Even in his boy-hood he seemed never to live for
hiinself ; and by not seeking it he exercised an influence upon
those around him, which they never thought of questioning.—
Sueh was his charaater ju his earliest days.  And when the writer
of these lines, after an Interval of thirty years or more, visited Mr.
Matbew in the autumn of 1838, he could discern no change in the
outlines of that character, except that it was accompanicd by a
greater degree of physleal activity, acquired from almost inces-
»ant motion in the performance of sacerdotal or charitable engage-
ments, which seemed to have no end theoughout the whole day.

“It was delightful to obserse the mode n which Father
Mathew was alwaye receiveG ns he passed through the streets in
Cork., Everybody knew him—especially the poor. The men
touched their hats, and made way for him; the women curtised,
brightly smiling, apparently deeming it a lucky omen that they
had seen their good shepherd that day.  All blessed hnn with looks
of genuine affection. DBut these marks of universal respect, or
rather of love, caused no emotion in his heart bordering it the
slightest degree upon vanity. The pertect simplicity of his cha-
acter remaired untouched: he was stlll in mind and heart the boy
of ten years old.

‘“ Even from that early age, Mr. Mathew stated his firm resolu-
tion to be a priest.  Tie was born at Ratheloheen {county of Tip-
perary,) near Thomas Town, the seat of the Liandaff fumily with
which his ovwn is nearly connected,  He is one of six brothers, all
of whom are respectalily situated in life, and have uniformly looked
upon him as the ornament of their piaces of residence once a year,
to renew their ties of fraternal a%¥ection. 1t is a circumstance not |
to be passad over In estimatiag ..or. Mathew's character, that one
of his brothers has been for many years a prosperous distilter, at
Gaolden, in the county of Tipperary, and a near relative of his has
also a large establishment of a similar nature at Midd!etown in the
county of Cork. We need not, therefore, remark how litile con-
sistent with conslderations of a worldly nature are the present oc-
copations of the apostle of temperance. The brother and the rela-
tive naturally write to him, and say, “if you go on thus, you will
cortainly ruin our fortunes.”  His answer is ¢ Change your trade;

turn your premises into factories for flour; at ail events my course
is fixed. Though heaven and earth <honld come together we should
do what is pleht.’ A A A R A

* Towards the close of the year 1835, Father Mathew had no
more than about six thousand names on his temperance list—a
larze nwinber cectainly, and much larger than that of one temper-
ance society existiog in any part of the three kingdoms, In the
November of 1839, the writer of this article again visited his
friend, and found him in his humble home, engaged in administering
the temperance pledge to ahout thirty individuals, two or three of
when were females,  Notbing could be more simple than the form
ot his proceedings.  He stood with his hat off, with his back to a
table; the candidates for admission into his nociety knelt down in
A semi-circle before him, and he desired them to repeat arter him
the words ot the pledge:—¢ I promise to abstain [rem all intoxi-
ratiag drinks, except used medicinally, and by ovder of a medicnt
man, and to discountenance the cause aud practice of intemper-
anee.” e next passed round the semi-circie, placed his hand on
the head of rach, and gave them his blessinz, making, at the same
mme, the <ign of the cross, and Jeft the rom,  ‘The vew members
then prorevded to two tables, where <ceretars were <itting.
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ench with a lnrge book hefare hiin, in which he registered their
namnes and addresses, after which he gave to each member a merdal
and a card, folded in three or four printed papers, containing the
rules of the society, and a few maxims for the general regulations
of their fature conduct.  Such a3 powewsed the means, paid the
trifiing sum of eightpence for the medal, cards, and printed pa-
pers.  Those who were so poor as not to be able to pay, obtained
these tokens on their admission g.3tis.  Any surplus remaining,
after the payment of the necessary expemmes ircurred in the office,
was applied to the purposes of charity; one of those purposes
being, the defraying the fares of the poor, wearied, or infirm men
whe had come, many of them, one hunured miles and maore, from
their homes to Cork, to take the pledge from Father Mathew.
The pumber of the names then upon his registry amounted to
seventy th 11 The bers were inhabitants of different
parts of Ireland, from which many had come upon the stage-coaches,
cars, waggone, horses,——many in boata by the sea coast—many had
walked.  The roads for miles all round Cork were daily thronged
with persons hastening to declare their abandonment of their
habits of intempeiance, in the presence and nnder the sanction of
this simple friar, who felt perfectly astonished at the sort of prestige
alceady sa generally aftached to his name, that ‘it would be of no
use,” the postulants declared, * to take the pledge from any vther man’
—although many local societies had been established by that tine,
through the instrumentality of the Society of Friends, the Catho-
lic clergy, and that admirable order, the ¢ Christian Braotherhood,’
who dedicate their iives to the education and geuneral improvement
of the poor.

The prestige is wid to have arisen from the fact of its having
become a matter of common obeervation, that the people on Fa-
sher Mathew's list appear, afier a little pereeverance in their new-
ly-ncquired habits, to enjoy better health than they had known
for years before ; and it was therefore inferred that the good fa-
ther was endawed with preternatural powers in that respect. The
ameliorated health was, of courve, the result of their temperance ;
but the natural cause was overlooked, as iy often the case; and, as
the human mind, when undisciplined, is prone to superstition, the
belief in miraculous operation on the part of the great temperance
leader, daes undoubtedly appear tohave spread very widely amongat
the lower orders of the Irish community, Tndeed, some cases have
been nentioned of instant cures of paralytic nnd other long-stand-
ing maladies havirz heen effected by the mere touch of the Rev,
gentleman’s hand,  These fond ideas, we are bonnd to say, Father
Mathew has frequently taken opportunities to denounce in the
strongest manner.  He may well afford to disclaim all influence of
that nature, for he canuot desire to be the instrument of any mir-
acle so well deserving of the titles and wo manifext to the eyes of
mankind, as that which he is engaged in producing from day ta
day : for within a perind of ahout eighteen months, the names upon
his temperance register have increased from six thousand to at
least oue million ;"

—

WHY THAT SCREEN.

A short time since, while on the way to my residence, in com-
pany with a friend, just as I had arrived within a short™distance of
my daor, my iriend inquired of me (in reference to a *‘refreshment
voom,” on the opposite wide of the street), ** Is that a grog <hop?”
I %1t some mortitied by the question, and replied that really I had
no means of kuewing.  He pithily remarked—*“Why that screen 2*
I turned the question over in my mind, and at length it caused me
tu feel very suspicions of the character of that establishment.

Since the period referred to above, I have noticed thatshop with
a more observing eve than farmerly, and when [ have cast my eyes
into it, I could not help querying to myself,—* Why that screen?"’
And I have now gond reasou to helieve that there ia too much cause
for a screen! If I listen, for 2 moment, near the door, I can dis-
tinetly hear 2ll the sounds appropriate to a dram shup of Jower
pretrnsions,——sach as the noise of the toddy stick—which so unin-
tentionally invitew and hurries a drunkard inte the placa from whence
the delizhtful seunds proceed,—the chilling oaths of the profane,
and the valzar language of the debauchee.  And T have often seen
per-ons entering its door, and retiving from its precinets (to say the
it that can be said of them), in very questionable eircumetancos
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as to sobriety, And, tno, there was, as I thought, quite an artful
way of getting behind the screen, and rather a guilty appearance in
their countenance, when they issued from it.

I know the utllity of a screen,—it is that men may be enabled
to break vhe laws of the land, and do those things behind it, which
they would be ashamed to do publicly. How well does the retailer
of rum know that his customners would nnt dare to visit his shop,
1f there were no & ‘Teen in it, by which they can be protected from
the eves of their fe'low-men, whose estimation and respect they do
not wish to lose. And how few can be found who would be will-
ing to be seen, by all their fellow-men, dealing out for the sake of
galn, this liquid poison—this foe to the welfare of man,—even if
there were no laws to prohibit the retailing of ardent spirit?

A hint might here be given to such persons as may be liablz, in
a misnamed ** refreshment roow,” to get behind the screen,—for
they may depend on the fact that upright people have strong (and
not unfounded) suspicion and dislike to such persons, and are very
apt to inquire,—If every thing which eccurs in that shop is hon-
orable and faultless, ‘ Why that screen ?”"— Chiistiun Watchman,

THE TRUE USE OF THF. VI)E.

The following excellent ohservations on the true use of the vine,
occur ir. he account given by the Rev, Dr. Duff, of his journey
through France, while lately passing through that country to
India, by way of Alexandrin:—

*In these countries, mantled with vineyards, one cannot help
learning the true intent and use of the vine in the scheme of Pro-
vidence. In our own land, wine has become so exclusively a
mere luxury, or, what is worse, by a species of manufacture, an
intoxicating beverage, that many have wondered how the Bible
speaks of wine, in conjunction with eorn, and other such staple
eupports of animal life. Now, in passing through tie region of
viueyards in the east of France, une must at gnce perceive that
the vine greatly flourishes on slopes and heights, where the soil is
too poor and gravally to maintain either corn for food, or pastu-
rage for cattle, But what is the providentiol design in rendering
this soil—favaured by a genial atmosphere—so productive of the
vine, if its fruit becore solely either au article of lurury or an
instrument of vice? The answer is, that Providence had no such
design.  Look at the peasant, and his meals in vine-bearing dis-~
tricts] Instead of milk, he has a basin of pure unadulterated
““blood of the grape.” In thia its native original state, it is a
plain, simple, and wholesome liquid ; which at every repast, be-
comes ta the husbandman what milk is to the shepherd—not a
luxury, but a necessary—not an intexicating but a nutritive be-

verage Hence, to the vine-dressing peasant of Auxerre, for ex-
ample, an abundant vintage, as c ted with his own immediate

sustenance, is as important as an overflowing diary to the pastoral
peasant of Ayrshire. And hence, by such a view of the subject,
are the language and the sense of Scripture vindicated from the
very appearance of favouring what is merely luxurious or posi-
tively noxious, when it so constantly magnifies a well-replenished
wine-press, in a rocky mountainous country like that of Palestine,
as one of the richest buunties of a generous Providence,”— Mission-
ary Record,

UPPER CANADA.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.
Corovre, September 2, 1840.

Dean Sir,—The cause is advancing here. We have now be-
longing to the Temperance Society 132 members—105 of whom
are ‘Tee-totallers, belug only twenty-seven on the old pledge.
Nearly all new members are Tee-totallers, und the Constitutiun
will be amended at aur next annual meeting.

Your's truly, E. PERRY.

Braxgrorn, September T, 1840.

A mecting was held on the 2nd instant, in the Baptist Chapel.
which was respectably attended. Good discourses were delivered
by a physivian and the Rev. W. Rees, Baptist Minister: the former
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on the power of habit, and the Iatter on the duty of profeming
Christians to join the Society. After the meeting, eight names
were added to our list—making our number ninety-nine, all of
whom we believe are consistent.  This is a great increase since the
time Mr, Dougall was here, in February last; and I am happy to
add that some men of influence and ability, who have long stood
aloof from this blessed reform, have now become members of the
Society, and are amongst our ablest advocates.
I am, your obedient Servant,

JOBN M. TUPPER.

EXTRACTS FROM THE NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE WHITBY TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.

In reviewing the cause during the past year, one of the most
interestiug facts in its history is, that among those who bave joined
some were justly regarded as hopeless cases, so long and o firmly had
they been in the bonds of the enecmy, whick not only injures the
bodily health, the worldly circumstances, destreys the character,
and impairs the reasoning powe.s of his victims, bat, in the fullest
sense of the sacred phrase, ‘* takes away their heart.” It is also
important to observe, that all the individuals referred to came
voluntarily without being previously under the influence of any
meeiings of the Society, but having read the Advocate first, pro-
bably from curiosity, found there their own portrait and probahle
doom, and yielded to the truth, and embraced the proposed means
of deliverance and future safety.

The following resolutions were moved, and after being supported
at some length by various speakers, were cordially adopted by the
Society :

1. Resolved,—That while Temperance Associations have, under
the Divine blessing, been productive of unprecedented good, it is a
matter of deep regret, that the evil of intemperance yet greatly
abounds—a circumstance calling for unremitting efforts on the part
of Temperance members.

2. Resolved,—That it is the duty of all, whether members of
Temperance Societies or not, to do all in their power to advance
the: objects of these Societies,

3. Resolved,—That the Temperance Reformation Is greatly im-
peded by the practice of many influential merchants yet trafficking
in the means of intoxication; and that it is incambent on Tempe-
rance members, as far as practicable, to testify their sense of this
evil by dealing in preference with those who do not keep intoxicat-
ing drioks,

4. Resoloed,—That we ave convinced the Temperance Advocate
has been the means of producing immense good in this neighboar-
hood, and that most strepunus exertions should be made by the
friends of the Society to ensure an encreased circulation of that
excellent paper.

It mnuet be gratifying to every well wisher to the Temperance
cause, to understand that not only in our own immediate nighbour-
hood, but throughout the Townships, the prosp are ag-
ing. Three of the other Societies have furuished your Committes
with some interesting account of their progress and general effici-
ency. The following sketch of them will be satisfactory to all.

The Society of the Eighth and Ninth Concessions has uot been
long in existence on its present footing. Previous to the aZitation
of the country, it had stood on the old pledge: it then fell into a
state of inactivity for nearly two years, and was lately reorganized
upon the principle of Total Abstinence, and alreadv amounts to
seventy, firmly attached to that cause.

The Society of the Sixth and Seventh Concessions is in an in-
creasing and efficient condition.  Jt is constituted upon both pledges ;
but while 130 are attached to the total, the old has become so0 un-
popular, from a conviction of its inefficiency to accomplish fully the
objects in view, that only forty remain attached to it. A thickly
settled neighbourbood In that quarter is generally favourable to the
Society, although not in connection with it.

On the 14th of March a Society was alse formed near the lower
end of the Township, called the Whitby East Street Total Abstin-
ence Society. This, as usual, has felt considerable opposition in
starting.  The origin of this Society is interesting, as an impartial
recommendation of the Temperance principle. It sas the pesult
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of conviction, unaide. by any external influence. They had heard f guarded langunge, would be neither gentlemanly rov christian ; buta
no addresses—had read no publications on the subject—rvhen a | triendly cenversation, stating benevolent motives for abstinence,

number in the neighhourhood proposed to relinquish the use of
liquar at ralsings, end they found their work was as well andinore
expeditiously done thar formerly.  After this mode had been prac-
tised for a considerable time, a few began to think it would be
better to have . Abstinence Society. An odd number or two of
he .1dvocate tulling Into the hands of some individuals hastened
the execution of this, The Society amounts to twenty-five, on the
total principle only.
I am, your obedient Servant,
R. THORNTON, United Sec. Minister.
Whitby, August 24, 1840.

REPORT
From the Township of Kingston Sizth Co
nence Society.

A meeting was held on the 16th April last, and an address de-
livered by the Rev. Eara Healy, Wesleyan Minister, from the text
« Wine is a8 mocker,” &c., nt the close of which he introduced the
total abstinence pledge to the attention of the audience, and pro-
cured 52 subscribers on the spot.  An adjourned meeting was held
on the Monday following, for the purpose of organizing a society
and choosing officers, when an appropriate address was delivered
by the Rev. W. Dignum, and 22 names were added to the pledge.
Jason Burchel was then chosen President, and Thomas Graham,
Secretary, with a Committee of «even.

A Maeting was again held on the 15th June, when the Presi-
dent withdrew, and Mr. John Graham was elected in his stead.
Mr. John Sutherland was also elected Vice-President, and 7 mem-
bers were added to the society. Another meeting was held on the 9th
August, at which the Rev. C. Thompson, Episcopal Methodist,
and some other gentlemen, delivered addresses, and 23 subscribers
were obtained to the pledge. Our last meeting, which was held on
the 4th September, was very well attended, and 9 members were
received as probationers, making our whole number 113, T'hat
God, who has the hearts of men in his hand, may constrain all to
#urn from the practices which produce intemperance, is the prayer
of your obedient Servant,

Total Abati-

THOMAS GRAHAM, Secretary.

THE FOLLY OF DRINKING CUSTOMS.
L' OriazaL, August 19, 1840.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

Str,—In associating with geutlemen, either in private or in
public parties, I have frequently been astonished at the foolish and
ing compliments which form a prelude to the drinking
customs of society. **Madam, may I have the pleasure of drinking
wita yon?” ¢ Captain. will you do me the favour of drinking
with me?”’ ¢ Permit me sir!” says the adm.irer of sherry or port,
offering, with a graceful nod, to help his neighbour with a glass of
the social liquid. These challenges ave frequently given, and are
returned with a courteous bow. Either from a love to strong
drink, or from a stupid subjection to idle, extravagant, and injuri-
~us usages, the polite gentleman drinks with one and another, until
his listle bottle is empty, by which time several botiles have been
demauded of the waiter, the round of compliments and bowings
are continued, the eyes glisten, the checks redden, the tongue cans,
and if gentlemen are not intoxicated, they have taken more than
they ought, they have expended money aud time unnecessarily, they
have been forming or nurturing an unnatural appetite, they have
been duing no real good, and they have been sanctioning directly
or indirectly the evils of intemperance, and laughing at the efforts
of henevolent and religious men “» benefit the community by ban-
ishing those drinks exceptTfor medicinal and religious purposes,
As every man i¥'frée to act Jor himself, I bave never aftacked this
evil in company ; but by abstinence I have silently reproved it, and
my practice bas induced many to talk ahout temperance societies,
and thus led to a discussion of our principles. This has been the
case with other members and advocates of temperance societies.
To attack persens differing from me, to use opprobivus and un-

may do considerable good, and eventually banish the customs al-
Tuded to.  Is it not « pleasure to eat with a friend, as well as to
drink with him? Isit not a pleasure to be in intelligent and
agreeable company, aud to use our speech in enlightening each other,
and glovifying God?  Yet this is done without drinking compli-
ments, and without aleoholic d inks will be more agreeable and
useful to every lover of his race. Can no substitute be found for
these empty nods and compliments?  Wherein consists their rea-
sonableness, their utility, their warrant? Independent of tuste,
Sashion, nod interest, what can be adduced in favour of such cus-
toms ?  The natural flow of the spicits from an intelligent and be-
nevolent mind is certainly far more rational, and must correspond
more with the will of Heaven, aud the character and destinies of
holy beings, It is a sad reflection upon the Supreme Being, and
the powers and dignity of man, to resort to such expedients in or-
der to render society agreeable, and to pass a cheerful hour, To
gentlemen and ladies, to christian friends of every nume, I offer
these few and imperfect musings, and I entreat them to disconti-
nue every injurious and irrational custom, and lend their sanction
and influence to Temperance associations. I cannot suppose that
they are averse to such institutions, neither will I infer that tiwy
are reluctant from secular and carnal considerations to aid a bene-
volent enterprise ; their numerous engagements, want of informa-
tion, inconsideration, &c., are the only causes I can attribate for
their previous buckwardness, and indulge the hope that they will
not shrink from the light of the present day, but face it, and quit
its influence.

Praying that our numbers and influence may be increasingly

augmented, I am, yours respectfully,
JAMES T. BYRNE.

LOWER CANADA,
CONSTITUTION OF THE QUEBEC YOUNG MEN'S
TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY,
ESTADLISHED ATGuvsT 6, 1840. .

QuEsec, Sept. 1, 1840.

At a meeting, held at the large School-house cutside St. John's

Geate, the following resolutions were put, and carried unanimously :
Maved by J. Dovcarr, Esq., seconded by Mr. Prence.

1. That the devout gratitude of this meeting is due to Almighty
God, for the past success and future prospects of Temperance
Societies; and, as his blessing alone can” render their orjanization
effective, ’t is the duty of Temperance wren, in all things, humbly
to acknowledge him, and earnestly to pray for his countenance and
support.

Moved by Mr. W. Boorn, seconded by Mr. J. Kewre.

2. That a Soclety be formed, for the suppression of intemperance,
to be called *“ The Quebec Young Men's Total Abstinence Society,”
and that the following be the furm of pledge: ** Believing that the
common use of intoxicating drinks is not only needless, but bu.t-
ful to the social, civil, and religious interests of men, that it tends,
to form intemperate appetites and habits, and that while it is con-
tinued, the evils of intemperance can never be done away,—we,
the subscribers, in humble reliance upun divine assistance, do agree
never to use intoxicating liquors ourselves as a beverage, nor will
we make, buy, sell, or furnish them to be used by others.”

Moved by W. IlotEHOUSE, seconded by Mr. J. WoobpLeY.

3. That the business of the Society shall be conducted by a
President, Vice-Presi Treasurer, Secretaries, and Committes
of eight, to be chosen annually, with power to add to their number,
five of whom shall form a quorurm..

That any person having rendered service t» the cause of Total
Abstinence shall be eligible to be elected by the Society as Honor-
ary Members, and shall have power to vote at meetings of Com-
mittee—all meetings of the Comumittee being open to the members
of the Society though without a vote.

That the Committee shall, as early as pessible, organize a Tract
Visiting Suciety, to secure new members, and observe old cnes.
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That the Visitors and Commilttee be furnished with books of
signatures.  All additions and defections to be published at the first
meeting. .

That the mectings shall be begun with prayer, and close with
the doxology.

Moved by Capt. Harnts, seconded by Mr. T.¥MAN.

4. That the following gentlemen be the officers for the year en-
sung . President, Rev. J. Atkinson; Vice-President, Andrew
Russel, Lsq; Treasurer, Andrew Sewell, Enq ; Secretaries, Messrs,
Ross and Holehouse.

Committee.— Messrs, Brodie, Richardson, Kemp, M‘Donald,
M*Master, Hyde, Woodley, Duffitt, Valloan, Lyman. .

ROSS & HOLEHOUSE, Secretaries,
el

Nowtces To CORRESPONDENTS.—We have received a valuable
communication from Private Gilzean, 71st Regiment, which we
would insert but for our v:zry limited space.

“It is good neither to eat flesh, nor drink wine, nor do any thing by which
thy bmtger is made to stumble, or to fall, or is weakened. Rom. xiv. 21.—
Macnight's Tramnslation.

MONTREAL, OCTOBER, 1840.

Tne CoRPORATION oF MoNTREAL.—We understand that the
article in our last number under this head, has excited much at-
teation, and called forth considerable censure from the members
of that body, and others. They consider that it is an attack on
privat. character, and impolitic because of its tendency to disturb the
propitivus state of political feeling now happily existing, and lessen
the justly merited popularity of his Excellency.

That we have in this instance made ourselves liable to the first
charge, no one who has read the article in question, with ordi-
nary attention, can affirm. It was against the character of the
business in which the gentlemen were engaged that we spoke, not
their private character, which does not require our tribute of

raise.
P With respect to the political effect of the article, we cannot see
that it shouwid be injurious ; still, even were it so, in our respon-.
sible place, we deem it Dfgssary to point out the causes of intem-
perance wherever they exist ; conzidering it an evil pressing upon the
C nity to an i able extent greater than any political
grievance the Corporation may be called upon to remove.

As to his Excellency’s choice of a Corporation, the MAJORITY of
whom ave interested in the snle of intexicatiug liquors, the com-
munity itself can judge of its being in character with his usual dis-
cernment. It is granted even by our opponents, that the existence
of so many places for the sale of liquor is a great evil. And is the
present Corparation likely to lessen their number ? Ts it likely that
men whose business depends on the support of these establishments,
should shut them up as the public welfure demands? They may
act patriotically and inconsistently with their interest, still their
appointment was not in accordance with a regard to sound policy.

We perceive the Corporation, with praiseworthy activity, have
formed th Ives into ittees of various kinds. But why
are there not committees of Crime, Disease, Poverty, Insanity, &c.,
evils which afflict the community to such an extent? Surely these
objects are of infinitely greater importance than those to
which the attention of ghe Corporation will be directed. But how
is it possible, in the natdre of things, that an impartial investigation
of these evils can be made, when they are caused to a great extent
by the business of those who should be the investicators. We have
here a striking instance how far interest and prejudice veil the judg-
ment of mankind, so as tc prevent the light of gruth from being
perceived. In this case men, all alive to the prosperity of our city,
indefatigable in its improvement, are yet iguorant of, or shut their
eyes upon a system which more than anything else mars its pros-
perity, taxes its inhabitants, and drains its public funds.

We have in our last article, as well as repeatedly elsewhere, de-
clared that the necessary effect of the traffic in intoxicating liquors

was the praduction of crime, poverty, misery, and diseass. We
shall now give such testimony from our own publicmen as must satisfy
any unprejudiced person, that the choice of & mnjority of the Cor-
poration, interested in the sale of liquor, sugurs little for the weal
of the city.

With respect to cRIME, who can we ask but judges, magistrates,
and jailers?  Who so likely to know its canses? Judge Pyke
stated several years since, and confirmed the statement lately, ** that
nine-tenths of the crimival cases brought before him, ns a Judge,
were occasioned by intemperance.” Mr. Gugy, Police Maghtrate,
remarked a short time since on the bench, that * to the use of
intoxicating liquor was to be attributed all the crime in the country.”
Capt. Holland, the Jate jailer, furnished a statement of the per-
sons executed from 1824 till 1835, when it was ascertained dis~
tinctly, that six 2t least out of nine had been hrought toan untimely
end through the use of spirituous liquors. Mr. Wand, the present
keeper of the jail, declared that fully 200 out of 250 prisoners in
custody in the month of April last, were brought there by intemper-
ance. Two out of three of the prisoners now under sentence of death
in our jail, committed murder under the influence of liquer.
What dreadful scenes did the trial of Peter Tansy and others exhi-
bit Jast Criminal Court! Letany one attend the Weekly or Quarter
Sessions, and he will scon be convinced of the dreadful amount of
crime which liquor occasions. But we waat space to adduce a tithe
of the evidence which would show that the busivess in which the
majority of the Corporation is interested, leads directly to crime,
Let them appoint a Committee of Investigation, and we pledge
ourselves that overwhelming proof of our assertion will be forth-
coning,

Who shall we consult respecting the causes of DISEASE and vio-
LENT deaths? The physicians and coroners ? Let the doubting per-
son read the following testimony of twenty-one out of twenty-eight
of our medical men in 1833 :

** We, the undersigned, Physicans of the City of Montreal, hav-
ing been requested by the Committee of the Montreal Young Men’s
‘Femperance Society, to express our opinion in regard to the effects
of Ardent Spirits—are unanimously of opinion thas, 4rdent Spirits
cannot be regarded as a necessary, suitable, or nourishing article
of diet; but on the contrary are to be considered as the fruitful
source of numerous and formidable diseases, and the principal cause
of the poverty, crime, and misery which abounds in this city, that
the entire disuse of them, except under medical direction, would
materially tend to improve the health, aud amend the wmorals, and

sgment fort of the ity.

W. Robertson, M.D.; J. Stephenson, M. D.; G. J. Vallee,
M.D.; B. Berthelet, M. I).; John Racy, M.D.; A.F. Holmes,
M.D.; Henry M‘Dowall; J. B. Lebourdais; P. Buchanan, Sur-
geon; M. M‘Culloch; E. B. O'Callagban; J. R. Sp: ; Henry
Potter; C. Bloomfield; P. Brosseau; . Munro, Sargeon; F.
Cushing, M.D.; J. B. Johnson, M.D., I". Walter Jones, M.D.;
J. H. Ferris, M.D. ; J. Breadoa, Surgeon.”

Mr. Mondelet, the Coroner, deciared that * one half of the sud-
den or vielent deaths on which he is called upon toreport officially,
are caused by excessive drinking; and cight of every ten may be
traced to the habit of drinking, although the individuals may not
have died in a state of intoxication.” Mr. Jones, his associate,
stated lately, that ** thirty-three per cent. of violeut deaths were
from the abuse of liguor.”

Not to lengthen this article, already too extended, we have only
to remark, that if the aggrieved members of Corporation thiuk their
business less productive of ,evi’, than we declare ig to be, they can
show jt; but if unable to disprove these statements, what a fearful
responsibility they incur by continging their traffic.

In vindication of our own course, we can only state, that it ap-
pears to us equally, or perhaps more, necessary to bring home the
evil consequences of the traffic in which they are engaged to the
wholesale as to the retail dealer; to the rich and honourable, as
to the poor and degraded ; to the first man in the commuuity, a« t¢
the meanest wretch who takes in pledge the beggar’s rage fur the
poisonous dram with which he supplies hinz.

We Jearn from St. Johu's that the Tempcrance cause is making
exi. aordinary progress iu the 71st Regiment. New members ore
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Joining the Society dully—the whole number beiag, at the date of
our last information, 232. A room has been appropriated to the
use of the Society, whure coffee can be procured ; and the officers,
with eulightened and gpraiseworthy liberality, have supplied it
with British and Colonial newspapers. To W. Wakefield, Esq.,
Quarier-Master of the Regiment, is chietly to be aitributed, uoder
Providence, this great and cheering reformation.

J. Brooks, of the 66th Regiment, writes, that the Society is not
increasing rapidly in that Regiment. Nevertheless, some additions
are made to it

‘We learn from Embro’, U. C., that the circulation of the .4dro-
cate is rapidly extending. We have also received a melancholy
account of the fate of a respectable and generally esteemed tavern-
keeper, in one of the villages of the Huron Tract, who fell a vie-
tim to his own liguor, lost his reason, and was conveyed to the New
York Lunatic Asylum. Tavern-keepers in serving the public, (as
they imagine,) place themselves and families in fearful jeopardy.

The Roman Catholic Temperance Society of this city is still
making progress, chiefly through the indefatigable exertions of the
Rev. Mr. Phelan, who is receiving members residing as far off as

ingston, | , We pr , they have no similar association
with which to connect themselves at home.

Mr. Phelan bas lately received letters from several priests in the
district of Quebec, who are desirous of {orming societies in their
respective parishes.

We are gratified to see by the New York papers that the Com-
pany to whom the steam ships British Queen aud President belony,
has reduced the price of passage twenty dollars, in lieu of supply-
ing liquors, which are only to be paid fur when furnished.

A Judge bas lately taken the teetutal pled-se fromn Father Mathew
in Ireland.

PUBLI1C MEETINGS IN MONTREAL.

On Saturday evening, the 5th September, there was a public
temperance meeting held in frout of Mr. Connally’s farm ; when
were present about 150 persons, who were addressed by Rev. H.
O. Crofts, Messrs. Wilson, and Dougall. At the close twelve
persons j¢ ned the Society.

On Thursday evening, the 24th September, a meeting was pub-
lished to be held in the St. Lawrence Suburbs, but, in consequence
of cnly a few persons attending, no addresses were delivered. Four
ijndividuals out of the small company came forward and signed the
pledge.

vGETRY.
From the London Metropolitan.
THE TREE OF DEATH.

Let the king of the grave be asked to tell
The plant he loveth best;
And it will not be the cypress tree,
T hough 'tis ever the churchyard guest ;
He will not mark the hemlock dark,
Nor stay where the vightshade spreads;
He will not say "tis the sombre yew,
Though it springs o'er skeleton's heads ;
He will not point to the willow branch,
Where breaking spirits pine beneath,
For a brighter leaf sheds deeper grief,
And a fasrer tree is the tree of Death.

But where the green rice stalks are seen,
Where ripe fruits gush and shine,

« This, this,”” eriea he, * i« the tree for me—
The viue, the beautiful vine;”

T crouch among the emerald leaves,
Gemr d with the ruby grapes;
I dip my spear in the poison hers,
And he is strong that escapes.
Crowds dance round with satyr bound,
Till my dart is hurled from its traitor sheath ;
‘When I shriek with glee, no friend to me
Is w0 true as the vine, the Tree of Death.

0, the glossy vine has a serpent charm,
1t bears an unblest fruit;

There’s a tiut about each tendrilled arm,
And a curse upon its root ;

Tts juice may flow to warm the brow,
And wildly lighten the eye,

But the frenzied mirth of a revelling crew
Will make the wise man sigh ;

For the maniac laugh, the trembling rrame,
The idiot speech, aad pestilent breath,

The shattered mind and blasted fame,
Are wrought by the vine, the Tree of Death.

Fill, fill the glass, and let it pass;
But ye who quaff, O think

That even the heart which loves must loath
The lips that deeply drink;

The breast may mourn o’er a ¢lose link torn,
And the scalding drops may roll ;

But 'tis better to mourn o’er a pulseless form,
Thaa the wreck of a living soul.

Then a health to the hemlock the cypress and yew,
The worm hiding grass and the willow wreath,
For though shading the tomb, they fling not a gloom

So dark as the viue, the Tree of Death.
Erviza Coox.

List of monies received from the country, by mail and otherwise,
for the Canada Temperance ddvocate, during the Tast montb, viz

M. Campbell, Kenyon, vol. V. 1s,8d.; VI 6s. ud.; K. Leslie,
Kemptville, 1s. 9d.; A. Boa, Lachute, 3s.; II. Lloyd, New
Glasgow, £1 58.; W. Haggerty, Petite Nation, 1s. 8d.; William
Murray, Huntingdon, 1s. 8d. ; J. D. Bryce & Co., Kingston, 10s.;
J. M. Tupper, Brantford, 3s. 4d.; J. Gemble, Three Rivery, s
6d.; D. Cattenach, Lochiel, 2s. 6d4.: Mr. Duff, Lachine, 13. 8d.;
C. Peking, London, 15s.; S. J. Lyman, Quebec, 18s. 94; 8.
Blackstone, Barton, £1 2. 6d.

CANADA SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.

HE COMMITTEE of the CaNApA Sunpay¥ Scroor Usrox
beg to intimate to the Teachers of Sabbath Schools, Country
Merchants, and the public in general, that in addition to their
former stock of WORKS, suited for Sabbath School and Congre-
gatioual Libraries, as well as for general reading—they have just
received fromn the London Religious Tract Society an additional
supply, amoug which are sume of the latest publications of that
excellent Institution—all of which will be sold at cost and charges.
They have also on hand a few of the Tract Society’s Libraries,
selected expressly for Sunday Schoals, which, for the present, wilk
be furnished under the uwual regulations to Sabbath Schools only,
for £3 10s. Currrney, (althouzh valued at £6 15. Sterling, and
consisting of 101 volumes.) Bibles and Testaments of the British
and Foreign Bible Society furuished as follows, viz. :—Bible 21.,
Testament 74d. ; and the Elementary Works of the Loudon Sun-
day School Uunion, supplied at very reduced rutes.

The Canada Suuday School Union holds no supervision over
any School, further thau that a Report from such School is re-
quired annually. (See Circular.) Applications to be made (if
by letter, post paid,) to Mr. J. C. Becker, Rccording Secretary
and Depositary, Place d’Armes Hia

MoxsTREAL, October, 1840.

CAMPBELL & BECKET, PRINTERS.



