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! MISQUOTED TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE ; No. VI.

“ Buried with Him by baptism,” &e. Rom. vi., 4.

3y THE EDITOR.

Nobhody needs to be told that this is par eminence, the proof text of Immersion- "
ists. It is produced on all oceasions as irrefragable, incontrovertible, nnassaila- .
ble. Any one who attempts to prove that it may be understood any other way |
than as referring to baptism by immersion, by the very act, in the judgment of i
many of them, writes himself down—well, we won't say what! Multitudes who can !
quote no other verse in Romans, can quote this. 1t is wrought into every sermon
on immersion, and we might almost say. travestied in every hymn. In fact, we |
do not know what our Baptist friends would do, if any one shounld ever succeed in ¢
convineing them that Paul didn’t mean what they have heretofore understood by
it. Why, it would knock the hottom out of every baptistery, and take away the
““cross” they sing so much about hearing, and spoil all their nice poetry about
* sinking beneath the bending wave,” aad beiug * where Jesus was,” and land
them high and dry on the shores of Predobaptism, to struggle back into the water
the best way they would. However. such an event is yet in the future ; and, as a
- friend of ours suggests, we need wet Congregationalists, as well as dry ones: and |

therefore we will not further harrow up any body’s feelings by anticipating what -
the consequence of such a change will be, when that enlightened day comes. ‘

Having given some little attention to this subject, however, and having arrived
ab a totally different understanding of the passage from our Baptist brethren, we
will proceed to give our reasons for classing this among nisquoted and misapplied
texts.

And at the very outset, we desire to say, that this is not a question to be decided
by an array of great names on the one side or on the other. If the reasons we are
about to assign for the view we hold of the passage ave good and valid, and
Wesley and Whitfield, and Chalmers, held the opposite view, (though they were

’wedobaptists in practice) they are as good and valid against Wesley, and the rest,
as against the humblest man that ever held them. If, on the other hand, they are |
iilogical and insufficient, and can be shown to be so, then no great names on our :
side of the discussion, can ever make them anything else.

Having thus premised, let us try to forget the controversy, and look at the
passage in its conneztion. What is t! e Apostle writing about? He is meeting
an objection which he supposes some one may urge to the doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith, and which has, in fact, often been urged,—* Why, if sin can be so J
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294 MISQUOTED TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE.

easily pardoned, men will continue in sin that grace may abound. ¢Nay,’
replies the Apostle, ‘‘ how shall we, that we are dead to sin (or dead with Christ,
by sin, as some understand 1t,) live any longer therein? "Therefore, (because
we are dead with Christ, snd thus united to him, we must view sin as he views it)
we have also been buried with him by baptism unto death : that, ke as Christ
was raised up from the dead, by the glory of the Father, even sv we also should
walk in newness of life.” That is, as if the Apustle had said, We died to sin when
we believed : but as hurial fullows death, and finally and formally separates one
from the living world around him, sowe not only died with Christ by faith, but—to
carry out the figure—~we were buried with him when we formally professed our
faith in baptism : and how, then, can we who are both dead and buried to sin
live any longer therein.” '

Where now is the ground for supposing that the word “ buried ” refers to the
mode of baptism ! Certainly, there exists no necessity fur it in so far as the
argument is cuncerned, as his reasoning is quite as plain, and to our thinking much
more forcible, when we understand the Apostle to use the word ‘ buried”
figuratively, as he uses the words ‘“dead,” “‘planted,” ‘‘crucified,” &ec., than
when we understand him to mean hmmersed.

There are, moreover, what sesm to us insuperable objections to the Baptist in-
terpretation of the passage in the lunguage itself. :

First, we are declared to be buried “with” Christ ; not, as we might have ex-
pected if the language had been intended to refer to immersion “*&ike” Christ.
The jdea is, we were buried (figuratively) when Christ was buried; just as we who
believe, died (figuratively) when He died, as our Surety. The only instance in

; which any reference is made to likeness, in the act, is in the 5th verse ; but there,

| uufortunately for the Baptist theory, the phrase is, ¢ planted together (or planted

|

with Him) in the likeness of His death, not of Hig buriel. How perfectly mean-
ingless it would be to speak of our being ‘‘immersed in the likeness of His cru-
cifixion !”

Then, secondly, the Apostle says, < we wre buried with Him; " not were or have
been buried, but are buried, the tense in the Greek being the same as in the 2nd
verse, where he says, we ““ are dead” to sin. We ““ were baptized” (v. 3)—a different
tense—but we ure dead, and wre buried with Cbrist. Our Baptist friends do not
vemain tmmersed, but they do, if true believers, remain buried with Him in the
figurative sense of which Paul speaks.

. Furthermore, the resemblance Letween the hamersivn of a person in water,
and the burial of Jesus in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, ‘“ hewn out in the
rock,” and having a “ dour” to it (Matt. xxvil. 60), to say the least, isvery far-
fetehed and fanciful. The body of Christ was not iowered into the grave perpen-
dicularly as in modern burial, but was laid away in the tomb luterally. Many
such tombs “‘are still found in Palestine,” says Dr. Jamieson, (in Kitto’s Cyclo-
pwdia) along the sides of which niches are cut, or sumetimes shelves ranged one
above another, on which were deposited the bodies of the dead, while in others
the ground floor of the tomb wus raised, so as to make different compartments,
the lowest place in the family vaults being reserved for the servants.” And,
again, speaking of tombs hewn out of the rock, as was that of our Lord’s, he says,
the entrance to these ‘“ was either horizontal, or by a flight of steps.” What then,
becomes of the fancied resemblance between immersion and the burial of our
Lord ? Ttutterly vanishes in the light of the facts of the case.

And finally, to suppose the 4 postle to allude to immersion, is to make the mode
of baptism the symbol instead of the baptism itself. Nowhere in the New Testa-
ment, except in this disputed passage, and its parallel in Col. ii. 12, do we ever
find baptism setting forth any other truth than that of our need of spiritnal clean-
sing. As water is the God-given element for the purifying of the body, so the
water of baptism symbolizes the influence and work of the Holy Ghost in the
cleansing of the soul from sin, just as circumcision did before ii. See Acts xxii.
16 ; 1 Peter iii. 21 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 25 ; Mark i. 4, ete. And, we may add, as the
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_influences of the Holy Spirit ave always reprasented as being ¢ poured out,”
) B (-] ] 3

“ falling upon,™ ** descendimg upon” these who were “ bantized with the Holy
Ghost,” aned never as a vast reservoir into which the disciples were plunged or

. immersed ; su we believe water baptism, which symbolizes the baptism of the
" Holy Ghost, should be adininistered in the same manner.  But here, according to
. the Baptist interpretation of this text, baptism is symbnlical of something entirely
" different,—symbolical, indecd, of a nmumber of things, of the death of Christ,
" already set forth in the Lord's Supper ; the resurrection of Christ, which is com-

memorated by the change of the day of rest from the seventh to the first day of
the wecek ; the death, buvial, and resurrection of belicvers with Christ : and, in
fact, as we were told lately, * all the great doctrines of Christianity.”

On these grounds, therefore, we reject the immersionist theory of the teaching
of this passage, and hold to that given above. If we are in error in regard to it
we should be glad to know it, for truth is infinitely more important thau creeds
ar parties.  If, however, the argument cannot be answered, no amount of dog-
maltism, or parade of learned German authorities, will ever change our view, or,
we hope, the views of our readers.

THE NATCRE OF CHRISTS ABSOLUTE RULBRSHIP.

Cunrst’s rulership is based upon the fitness of things. On the divine side, he

met every claim against humanity ; on the human side, he proved himself equal -

to every necessity.  No law that he promulgates, therefore, will he ont of har-
mony with human well-being or Divine wisdom.  The God-man, therefore, is fit
to be a Prince, as well as a Saviour—Lord as well as Christ.

In ““ the kingdom of heaven’ which he came to establish npon earth, no other |

being shares this fitness with him.  The mecting of all Divine and human claims
and needs is found neither in creature nor Creazor out of the person of the Lord

Jesus Christ.  He is, therofore, the fonntain head of all anthority and rule in .

that kingdom. ¢ All power is given to me in heaven and on earth ; go ye, there-

fore, and teach all nations, &c.,” not rule, govern, conquer ‘¢ all nations,” in the
B Al k] =) l »

ordinary senses of these terms.

But if men whom he thus commissioned, eould not share autshority or power
with him as head or fountain, they conld certainly act under him in the exercise
of his power and authority. It must, however, be horne in mind that delegated
or commissioned authority is always limited by the terms of the comumission op

- delegation.  We must know, therefore, as the next step in the investigation, what

kind of power Christ has authorized his disciples to exercise.
First. It is not likely that he would give themauthority to exercise powers which

* he himself disdained to exercise. («) Neither He nor His apostles ever exercisel
the power of the magician.  No mere show of power was theirs. It was real and |
divine (Matt. x. 1.) The demons knew both Jesus and His apostles, but sneer-

ingly said to pretenders, ¢ Who are ye 7”7 (Acts xix. 13.) (h) They songht ail in

“ their work from no governmental powers. We do not call to mind one instance

of the Master or of the disciples appealing to the ¢ rulers of this world” for as-

"sistance. Panl, especially, held them to o very severe consistency with their own

laws and duties ; buthe declaresto the Corinthians that it is a shame for brethren !
*in Christ to go to law one with another, and that before the unbelievers. Rather |

" than don sn, they were to suffer themselves to be defranded. (¢) And they were
" distinctly and clearly tauzht that the sword—the ultimate power of the state—
" was not to be used. When Peter, filled with a just indignation, cut off the ear ;

- of Malchus in the gavden, Jesus replaced and healed it immediately, saying,“ My .

kingdom is not of this world, else would my servants fight,” (i.c. use physical
force.)
[t must he noted that there is nothing in the above facts inconsistent with ap-

e ——
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peals and protests in behalf of Christinns who are persecute. by the powers of the
world ; or appeal« to one nation to use its moral influence with another, in behalf
of human wlll-boiiee. The object of the civil power is goad, and Christians
shonld remind governments of that object, and appeal to them in its behalf. and
uge their Christian influence as citizens to accomplish it. Bat how ¢ reformed ™
churches can allow themselves to be connected with the state, either by *estab-
lishment ” or by ¢ incorporation,” is not so clear. TFor instance, one church
wishes to unite with another church.  Is it quite the thing for the ¢ free indeed ”

" to be obliged to stoop to the civil power and ask, it may be, men who discard the
religion of Christ, to give theni power to do so? Or, in case of a dispute which
separates a congregation from the rest of the denomination to which they belong,
what in New Tesiument teaching or example anthorizes the greater party to usc

" the strong arm of the law to take from them theiv church property { Is not the
stronger party in a denomination or a church,by reason of their containing nong
them the more of Christian life and character, presumably the better able * to
suffer themselves to be defrauded.” rather than possibly do a wrong to their
weaker brethren ! That mnst be,at least, a questionable position which invariably

“or chiefly renders that party groater in numbers, wealth and character, the lessin
Christian patience and sclf-sacritice.

Secondly. What the Master has really anthorized his disciples to do in relation

. to one another and the world.

Towards the close of his earthly mission, the guestion arose among his disciples .
¢ Who shall be greatest 77 This, he told them, savours of the world @ ¢ The kings
of the Gentiles (nations) exercise lordship over them, &e. Bt it shall not be so
among yow. . . . Tappoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appwinted
unto me.”

How did Jesus come to his kingdom ! By “emptying himself :”—*‘ Not to do
mine own will, but the will of him who sent me.” ¢ [ delight to do thy will, oh,
my God.” 8o the disciple shall come to his kingdom by a similar self-negation ;
doing not his own will bui the Master’'s, whose law is ¢ Thou shalt love thy

. neighbour as thyself.” ¢ Love one another as I have loved yon.”

" Loving as Christ loved is the law of the divine kingdom. *¢ Love worketh no ill -

to his neighbour ; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.” When the mother '

of Zebedee's children came to Jesus and asked that they might sit, one on his

right hand and the other on his left, in his kingdom ; turning to them, he said,

< “Can ye drink of the cup that [ drink of 3 and be baptized with the baptism
wherewith T am baptized ! Here, he intimated that the cross and the grave ave

* the precursors to the throne in the divine kingdom. Would we be rulers of men

* as Christ is, we must lovethem and suffer for them, as he did. Thelove for enemies,:

that will endure the eross to save them, is the spirit and power which, in the divine

. cconomy, must suhdue and finally veign over the world.  To those only who have

" continued with Christ in his temptations. hesaid ¢ T appoint unto you a kingdom.”

- ¢ Walk in love,” said the Apostle to the Ephesians, * even as Christ also hath loved

us and given himself up for us.”

Be personally indignant, and thereby show the shock, to your moral sense, of
error, sin or crime ; and, if you will, affect to rebuke it by personal, physical
. force, as Jesus did in clearing his Father's house of thuse who had turnad it into
““ a den of thieves ; ” rebuke a brother to his face, if need be, as Paul did Peter,
“ beeause he was to be blamed ;” but ““in no case let the sun go down upon
your wrath,” or permit the ‘“ God of this world ” to lead you to the adoption of
measures for the correction of men in or out of the kingdom, which ave contrary
: bo ‘“ the love wherewith Christ hath loved us, and given himself for us.” What-’
i ever the error to be corrected, the wrong to be redressed, the evil to be overcome,

I‘ it can be best reached from the vantage ground of the Cross ; and, to descend

* from this moral height for any purpoese of the Divine Kingdom, is to step duwn

+ from the throne, and to take the position of a slave instead of that of a sovereign.

] Jesus has authorized every Christian, patiently and lovingly, to bear with his
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fellow Christian—yea, with his fellow man, as he himself has borne with him;
anel to forgive others as God, for Christ’s sake, has forgiven him. And to the end
of his thus becoming like Christ, all the fountains of Divine supply are open to .
hiin 5 but there is not a promise to the Christian in any other direction of charac-
ter than ‘* on this line.”

The wisdom of Church discipline has never got beyond the treatment of Judas
by Christ. An extreme case : corruption and treachery ingrained ; and, under .
the garb of a most affectionate act, betraying for money, the Innocent and the
Beneficent, to the foulest malice and most shameful of deaths. Yet it is simply
said of him that ‘‘ Judas by transgression fell that he might qo to his own place.”
The *“ woe ” uncovered by Christ inhered in the course of his own deliberate
choice and settled purpose.

Many are impatient that ‘‘vengeance against an evil work is not executed
speedily.”  God, to whom vengeance belongeth, is too slow for them, They would
deliver the supposed criminal over to Satan sooner. Their dignity is touched;
their names are supposed to be cast out as evil with his name. They often forge t
that the Master has commissioned them to follow him, in patience ; in faith that

, dues not make haste ; and in that ¢ love which is long-suffering and kind, which .
" envieth not, is not puffed up, secketh not its own, 18 not easily provoked, im-

puteth not the evil, beareth all things, beli-veth all things, hopeth all things, and

- endureth all things.”

Hasty, arbitrary measures by wajorities or minorities, ministers, officers or

 members of a church, cannot but prove inimical to the essentially slow, voluntary -

1

, spirit of his time, which was impatient of every thing that did not speedily adjus :
" itself to its own standards. C.

. therefore, an unexpected advantage to find that its short but pregnant sentences

. phics of nature. Moses teaches, just as modern science teaches, that the starry

growth of spiritual and church life. The spirit of ‘“heroie” discipline weakens
the system instead of strengthening it : diflicult moral and theological questions
often involved must have time, by the masses, for examination, reflection and de-
cision. Nothing aroused the Saviour’s indignation, equal to that ccclesiastical

Speedside, March 17th, 1877.

THE MOSAIC COSMOGONY.

Although the received chronology of the world has for ages rested upon the |
supposed authority of the Bible, the sacred text really says nothing at all upon
the subject. But, thongh the assertions which were so long made upon its sup- |
pused authority are not really contained in the Pentateuch, il is curious t6 observe :
how exactly the words of Moses appear to fit the most recent discoveries of science.
No one has supposed that we were intended to learn science from the Bible : it is, |

directly support the interpretation put by modern research upon the hierogly-

heavens existed far back in past duration, before the creation of the earth. He
describes in majestic words the ¢ emptiness ” of chaos, and the condition of affairs
from which light arose. He describes the formation of the sun, and its gradual
condensation into a ** light-holder,” to give light upon the earth, in terms that
almost seem to anticipate Herschel and Laplace. Far from assigning any date to
the Creation, he is content to refer it to ‘“former duration.” No date is either
mentioned or implied.

The so-called chronology was derived from two lists, one extending from Adam
to Noah, the other, from Noah to Abraham. These lists purport to give the
direct line of descent from father to son, and the age of each individual member
of the genealogy at the time when the next in succession was born. As Adam
was supposed to have been created six days after the Creation, it was simple work ;
to add up the sum and fix the age of the world. As long as the progress of
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i physical science showed ho necessivy for supposing w lengthened period to elapse

! between the creation of the world and the creation of man, it was taken for

¢ granted, almost without discussion, that when God had created the heavens and
the carth in the beginning, He at once set about the work of arranging thew for
the use of man; that He distributed this work over six ordinary days, and at the
cluse of the sixth day introduced our first parent on the scene.

Nowadays, all divines, English and forcign, agree that the word employed by
Moses, and translated in our Bible by ‘* the beginning ™ expresses duration or
time previous to ereation.  Reshith, the Hebrew word for beginning, is in the
original used without the detinite article. The avticle was expressly omitted in ovder
to exclude the application of the word to the order of creation, and to make it

" signify previous duration or previous eternity. The words of Moses, then ‘¢ In
| former duration God ereated the heavens and the carth,” way mean millions of
1 years just as easily as one. A few verses later, deseribing the second day of crea-
tion, Moses declares that God made the firmament and called it heaven, It s
¢ plain from this that the heavens of the first day’s creation are different from the
" heavens of the second day ; the difference of tune proves a ditlerence of suibject.
© The heavens of the first verse were made in former duration, before the moving
i of the Spirit, before the ereation of light ; the heavens of the seeond day were
- made after the carth and after light.
Another statement made by Moses is an extraordinary anticipation of the most
¢ recent cosmological doctrines.  ¢“ The earth was desolation an.l emptiness, ane
- darkness upon the face of the raging deep, and the Spirit of God brooding wpon
. the face of the waters.” It is now hardly doubtful that the eavth was a molten
" sphere, over which hung, in o dense vapour, all the water which now lies upon
i its surface.  As the crust couled, the aqueous vapour that surrounded it becae
¢ condensed into water and rested on the surface of the land.  The conflicts between
" the waters and the fiery heat, as the crust of the earth was brokon, fell in, or was
" upheaved, are well deseribed by the words of Moses, the earth was desolation and
Cemptiness. Lt is curious that the great facts of the submcrsion of the carth and
1 its condition of cmptiness should have been thas exacily described by Moses.
We are then told that God said, *“Let there be Yight, and there was light.”
» Celsus, Voltatre, and a writer in ¢ Kssays and Reviews™ have found it strange
. that there should have been Light before the creation of the sun ; but aceording
" to the theory of cosmogony, now almost uuiversally received, the earth did, in .
fact, exist before the condensation of the sun.  Light there would be, from the
. gradually condensing mass of nebulous and incandescent matter which occupicd
the whole space now circumseribed by the orbit of the earth. If Moses had
- wished to describe the modern docetrines concerning light, he could not have done
so more happily. The sun is not called ** Or,” ligh:, but Maor, a place of light,
. just what modern science has discovered it to be. If light be not magter, but .
' vibrations of luminiferous ether, no words could more precisely cxplain what |
" must have occurred when God set in motion the undulations which nroduced lighe, |
* and said, “ Let light be.” The account given of the creation of the sun very !
closely- anticipated modern science : ‘ Let there be light-holders in the tirmament |
* of heaven, and let them be for light-holders in the firmament of heaven to give |
i
t

" light upon the earth. . . . and the stars”” When the sun began to give his
light, then, for the first time, the carth’s fellow-plancts, the stars, began to reflect
his brilliance, and become luminaries also.~—Quarterly Review. »

THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

Many of our readers must have seen frequent notices, of late, of the lectures
" of the Rev. Joseph Cook, in Tremont Temple, Boston, on Modern Skepticism, |
" and specially or the Transcendentalism of the late Theodore Parker, who, some
years ago, attracted such crowds to hear him, at the Melodeon, in that city. We |




are glad to notice that Mr. Cook’s lectures are drawing larger audiences than ever,

. to pe productive of great good.

- scholarly representative of what calls itself Free Religion told Boston that the
Author of Christianity is historically only an idolized memory enwreathed with

“claimed there in rationalistic lecture-rooms very emphatically.  To-day such

. compromising association with Strauss after he published the last statement of
- his mythical theory.! (Sce Zeller, Professor Edouard, Strauss in his Life and

THE HIGHER CRITICISM. 299

and being of such a high order, intellectvally and theologically, they cannot fail

The following is an extract from a lecture in reply to the Rev. Mr. Frothing-
ham, a Unitarian ministor of the ¢¢ Liberal” School, in Boston.

A serious man must rejoice to have Christianity tested philosophically, histo-
rically, and every great way ; but not in a certain small, light and inwardly coarse
way, of which the world has had enough, and is tired. Yesterday the most

mythical fictions.  Will you allow me to say that the leading universities of
Germany, through their greatest specialists in exegetical and historical research,
have decisively given up that opinion{ Thirty or forty years ago it was pro-

lecture-rooms are empty, and those of the opposing schools are crowded.  On the
stately grounds of ‘Sans Souci,” where Frederick the Great and Voltaire had called
out to the culture of Europe, ¢ Berasez Uinfume!”  King William and his Queen
lately entertained an Bvangelical Alliance, gathered from the Indus, the Nile, the
Danube, the Rhine, the Thames and the Mississippi.

¢ Histories of the Rise and Progress and Decline of German Rationalism, and
especially of the power of the Mythical Theory, have been appearing abundantly
for the last fifteen years in the most learned portions of the literature of Germany.
‘e incontrovertible fact is, that every prominent German university, except
Heidelberg, is now under predominant evangelical influenecs.  Heidelbery is
nearly empty of theological students. Lord Bacon said that the best materials
for prophecy are the unforced opinions of young men. Against 24 theological
students at rationalistic Heidelberg, there were lately at evangelical Halle 232,
at evangelical Berlin 280, and at hyperevangelical Leipzig 472.

* Before certain recent discussious and discoveries on the field of rescarch into
the history of the origin of Christianity, the rationalistic lecture-rooms were
crowded, and the evangelieal empty. Tt is notorious that such teachers as Tho-
luck, Julius Muller, Dorner, Twesten, Ulmann, Lange, Rothe, and Tichendorf,
most of whom hegan their professorships at their universities with great unpo-
pularity, on acconnt of their opposition to rationalistic views, are now particularly
bonoured on that very account. (See article on the Decline of Rationalism in
the German Universities, Bit/iotheea Sacra, October 1875.)

¢ We often have offered to us in Boston the erumbs from the German philoso-
phical tables ; and, although I must not speak harshly, the truth must be told,
namely, that the faithful in the uneducated ranks of skepticism—I do not deny
that there are vast masses of orthodoxy uneducated also—are not infrequently
fed on cold remnants swept away with derision from the scholarly repasts of the
world. If you will open the biography of David Frederick Strauss, by Zeller,
his admiring friend and a professor at Heidelberg, you will vead these unqualified
words : ¢ Average theological liberalism pressed forward eagerly to renounce all

Writings. English translation, London, 1874, pp. 135, 141, 143.) 1t did so
under irresistible logical pressure, and especially because recent discoveries have
carried back the dates of the New Testament literature fifty years.

¢“Thirty years ago it used to be thought that the earliest date at which the New
Testament literature can be shown to have been received as of equal authority
with the Old, was about A.D. 180. But, as all scholars will tell you, even Baur
admitted that Paul’s chief cpistles were genuine, and were written before the
year 60. This admission is fatal to the mythical theory put forth by Strauss
when hie was & young man, and now for twenty years marked ag juvenile by the
best scholarship in Germaiy. These letters of Paul, written at that date, are
inconirovertible proof that the leading traits of the character of the Author of

T2 T leewvst” ®
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Christianity, as given in the so-called Gospels, were familiar to the Christian
world within twenty-five years after his death. (Thayoer, Professor J. Henry, of |
Andover, Boston Lectures, 1871, p. 872.) There is now, in the hands of scholars,
incontrovertible evidence that even the Gospels had acquired authority with the
earliest churches as early as A.D. 125.  Schenkel. Renan, Keim, Weizsacker, and
others, widely removed from the traditional views, teach that the fourth gospel
itself could not have appeared Iater than a few years after the beginning of the
secund eentury.  (Sve Fisher, Professor George P., Essays on Supernatural Origin
of Christianity, 1870 ; preface, p. xxxviii.)

“These discoveries explain the new attitude of German scholarship, They carry

. back the indubitable traces of the New Testament literature more than fifty years.

‘They shut the colossal shears of chronology upon the theories of Baur, Strauss

. and Renan.  They narrow by so much the previously too narrow rovm used by

these theories to explain the growth of myths and legends,  Strauss demands a
century after the dearh of Paul for bis imazinative additions to Christianity to
grow up in. It is now established that not only not a century, but not a quarter
of a century, can be had for this purpose. The upper date of A.D. 54, and the
lower date of A.D. 60, as established by exact research, are the two merciless
blades of the shears between which the latest and the most deftly-woven web of
doubt is cut in two. [Applause.] There is no room for that course of mythical
development which the Tubingen school describes.  Asa sect in Biblical criticisin,
this school has perished. Its history has been written in more than one tongue.
(Thayer, Professor J. Hewry, Criticism Confirmatory of the Gospels, Buston
Lectures, 1871, pp. 363, 371, 374.)

¢ Chevalier Bunsen once wrote to Thomas Arnold this incisive exclamation :—

“the idea of men writing mythical histories between the time of Livy and

Tacitus, and St. Paul mistaking such for realitics I’ (Arnold’s Life, Letter exliv.)

- Paul had opportunity to know the truth, and was besides one of the boldest and

acutest spirits of his own or any age. Was Paul a dupe?

“But who does not know the history of the defeat of skeptical school after
skeptical school on the rativnalistic side of the field of exegetical research ! The
naturalistic theory was swallowed by the mythical theory, and the tendency by
legendary theory, and each of the four by time., Strauss laughs at Paulus, Baur
at Strauss, Renan at Baur, the hour-glass at all.  “ Under his guidance,’ says

" Strauss of Paulus, ¢ we tumble into the mire ; and assuredly dross, not gold. is

the issue to which his method of interpretation generally leads.” ¢ Up to the
present day,” says Baur of Strauss, ‘the mythical theory has been rejected by
every man of education’ And yet New York lips teach it here in modern
Athens!

Appropriately there was carried on Richter’s coftin to his grave a manuscript of
his last work—a discussion in proof of the immortality of thesoul ; appropriately
wight there have been carried on Strauss’s coffin to his grave his last work, re-
stating the mythical theory ; if only that theory had not, as every scholar knows,
died and been buried before its author.

¢ The supreme question concerning the origin of the New Testament literature
is now whether in less than thirty years intervening between the death of the
Author of Christianity, and A.D. 60, in which Paul’s Epistles are known to have
become authorities, there is room envugh in the age of Livy and Tacitus for the
growth and unwreathing of mythical fictions around an idolized memory lying in
the dim haze of the past. An unscholarly and discredited theory was presented
to you yesterday, gracefully but not forcefully.

¢ Let us see what a vigorous and unpartisan mind says on the same topic ;—*1
know wen,’ said Napoleon at St. Helena—the record is authentic ; read it in
Liddon’s Bampton Lectures on the Divinity of our Lord, the best recent book on
that theme—*1 know men, and 1 tell you Jesus of Nazareth wasnota man.’
Daniel Webster, on his dying bed, wrote on the marble of his tombstone : ‘ The
Sermon on the Mount cannot be a merely human production.” Renan was par-
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ticularly cited to you yesterday ; but when I weut into the study of Professor
Daorner, Schleiermacher’s sinccessor at Berlin, and conversed with him about the
greatest skeptics of Europe, I ecame to the name of Renan and said : ¢ W1 ., are
we to think of his Life of Jesus !’ ¢ Dus ist nichts,” he answered, and added
on more. ‘ That is nothing.’

bad cause, there tnay be irridescence, as well as in the enduring opal and pearl. But
while the colours seven flashed from the fragile spray are as beautiful as foam
and froth, they are also just as substantial.”

CLOSE COMMUNION.
\ BY A PRESBYTER.

Stz,—! have read all the letters that have appeared in yowr columns for and
against Close Communion, and I desire, with your permission, to call attention to
a few points that seem to be overlooked or ignored by the advocates of that ex-
clusive and uncharitable theory. Their refusal to sit at the Lord’s table with
members of other Churches is based on the alleged ground, that the latter are not
baptised, and that no unbaptised person can scripturally partake of the Lord’s
Supper. I shall now proceed to prove that this principle would have debarred
from the sacred table the very persons with whom var Lord sat, when He instituted
the ordinance, and to whom He said, ¢ This do in remembrance of Me.”

1. The ordinance of the Supper was instituted first, and Christian baptism
afterwards. It was on the night in which He was betrayed, that He instituted
and observed the Supper with His disciples ; but not until after His resurrection
did He institute baptism, and give the commission contained in Matt. xxviii. 19.

2. If Christian baptism was not instituted when the Lord’s Supper was observed
inn the upper room in Jerusalem, it follows that the disciples who there partook
of it were not, and could not have been baptised. Close Communion Baptists
seem fo assume that baptism was instituted first, and the Supper afterwards,
whereas the reverse is the case.

day of Pentecost ; but we read of the hundred and twenty disciples hefore that
time, besides the apostles. Now, will Close Conunnnion Baptists tell us who bap-
t

of evidence that they were ever the recipients of Christian baptism.

John the Baptist, for even if they were, his was not Christian baptism ; nor was
. Christian baptism instituted until long after the close of John’s ministry. Of the
3,000 baptised on the day of Pentecost, the yreat majority had, in all probability,
been baptise.d by John previously. Besides, we find in Acts xix. 5, the record

¢* No doubt in the fume and foan and froth of literary brilliancy, serving a lost,

3. There is no record of Christian baptism having been administered until the

ised the apostles, and these hundred and twenty disciples ! There is not a vestige

4. It will not meet this difliculty to allege that they may have been baptised by :

; of the administration of Christian baptism to certain disciples that had previously :

been baptised by John ; and this re-baptising took place under the direction of
1 Paul himself.

The inevitable couclusion from all this is, that if the first disciples of Christ
| were now on the earth, the Close Communion Baptists would, in strict logical con-
| sistency, have to refuse to sit with them at the Lord’s table. Yea, they would
| have to unchurch the very persons to whom our Lord gave the sacred cup ! And

by implication that theory Is a censure on the Great Head of the Church Him-
self ! It is true we who belong to other commmunions are suffering no hardship by

! being unchurched, as we are by them ; but it is painful to think of it when co-

operating with them in all good works. The Mormons uuchurch s all, Baptists
included. Dr. Field, of the New York Erangelist, recently visited Salt Lake City,
and in the course of an interview with the head of the Mormon Church, he made
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" the observation, *¢ You admit that there are other true Churches bosides your !

town?” Brigham Young answered, ¢ Cerininly, there are guod people in other
communions.” But Dr. Field tells us Brigham carefully avoided making any ad- .

* mission that any of these other comnunions was a true Church. This we can -

i bear ab the hands of the Mormons, but when Christian brethren who expect us
to work with them, and who wish to work with us, talk in the same style, one
fecls perplexed as to what the path of duty is.—7he Giobe.

CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM.
““ For of such is the kingdom of heaven.”—Matt. xix. 14

Dear Lord ! and is Thy kingdom made of such—
The little ones who gathered round Thy knee,
I all the playfulness of childish glee,

And press’d the borders of Thy robe to touch !

The love and innocencs and simple trust,
Breathing yet sweet of Eden’s blessed prime,
That into Thine encircling arms did climb,

And hid their happiness upon Thy breast !

Oft had the children serv'd the loving Lord,
As living texts on which to hang His thought,
When in the temple courts He daily izught
The many-sided minds that heard His word.

Not human learning, hived through weary years
Of parient industry and miduight toil,
Nor honours wrang from weeping nations’ spil,
Can ht the spirit for those higiier spheres.

The blessed Master will have such to teach,
As, leaving all their knowledge at the gate,
Sit like the gentle Mary at His feet,

Content to know of things within their reach.

Was He not once & child ? and tho’ there clung
To His maturer years no taint of sin
To soil the whiteness of the soul within—
No stain nor cloy of earth on life or tongue,~—

He trod temptation’s thorny path and knew
The way was strewn with bent and wither’d flowers,
That erst had gladdened e’en immortal bowers,
While yet their Ieaves were wet with heavenly dew !

And so He guards the tender plants that bloom
In wayside nooks, unsought of human eyes,
And one by one transplants them to the skies,
. To grow for aye in more capacious room ! B
ToroxTo. T. K. HENDERSOX.

e ——— e
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WAYS 4 ND MEANS.

Several letters received during the
month take strong exception to the arti-
cle, or rather to the conclusions arrived
at by the writer of the article on ““ The
Scale of our Missionary contributions,”
which appeared in our last number. 1t
is asserted, in several of them, that our
people are far more liberal to general,
non-denominational societies of a reli-

gious character, than the church with

rantage.
says: ‘I do not think I am beyond the
mark in saying that to such objects the
Congregationalists around here give ten
! dollars to their one.” ‘nd figures are
shuwn which certainly appear to sustain
the statement made.

The fact, however, remains, in what-
ever way accounted for, that the budy
referred to dves actually raise, by some
! means, larger sums per member, for
 Home Misstonary work, than we do. It
" may be that they have to contribute less
! to the support of the local church ; or
i that their people are richer; or that
- they have a better system for raising
i money ; or that they are less scrupulous
i about asking help from other denomina-
{ tions than we are. It may be, too, that

One of our correspondents

. L .
which they are compared to their disad-

while we are behind them,in this respect,
we are in advance of some other bodies.

But the fact cannot be questioned, and

any plan by means of which we may

inerease our income, will be of much more -

service to us than any explanation of the

deficiency. How to do that, is the ques-

tion that presses for a solution just now

Wendell Phillips says, that the best way ,

of resuming specie payments, in the
United States, is just to—reswne.  And
so, the best plan to increase our Mission-
ary income, is to—increase it,—every

church, and every member, coming up

to the proper standard of giving in the |

fear of God.
We have no means of knowing how

the contributions of the churches this !

year compare with those of previous
years.
notice inour official columns is not very
encouraging, and another deficit such as
that which met us last June must jeopar-
dise all our more recent movements.
Are we prepared for that?
ling to stand out before thé whole re-
ligious community of Canada, and pro-
claim ourselves so spiritless and poverty-
stricken that we cannot carry out what
we had planned and commenced? And
that, for the sake of a paltry thousand,

or at the most, two thousand dollars a !

year!
Manifestly some of our churches are
not doing their full share. They are not

doing in proportion to the rest ; perhaps,

Are we wil-

Certainly Dr. Wilkes’ financial -

!

'
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because they have never thought what
their just proportion is. Why should
we not assist such churches to a right
understanding of this point? We re-
quire to raise, it may be, $7,000 in
Canada this year; but find in
June next, that we have raised but
£5,000. Why should we not thenadopt,
with some wmodification, the plan of
our Presbyterian brethren, and ap-
point a carefully selected Committee to
assess to each district, or to each church
its duc proportion of the deficiency?
We mean by the term ““assess,” no more,

we

of course, than declaring, according to
the best judgment of the Committee,

hat each district, or church, should
raise towards that deficiency.

And why should not a Committee on
Ways and Means be annually appointed
to prepare for the Union, or Missionary
Society, a “ Budget,” with a carefully
prepared estimate of the amount each
church should raise, and urge it to come
up to it? One dollar annnally, per
member, would about meet present
requirements. If, however, there were

special circumstances in any locality,
making the church unable to raise its
quota, the Committee could assess it
aceordingly.

It may be objected that such a plan
would be Presbyterian, and not Congre-
gational ; but it certainly would not be
; so, as long as we do not legislate and
| compel obedience. Or it may be thought
| that it would be a contravention of the
i voluntary principle ; but surely it could

not be so, if the churches voluntarily
'i adopt it.
; The advantage of the plan would be
1]

i that we should all know beforehand how

i
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much our Missionary Board requires for
the year’s operations, and each church -
would know what is expected of it as its
contribution towards our Missionary
work. Wehope our brethren will think :
the matter over.

HIGH ANGLICAN PRETENSIONS.

Clergymen of the High Anglican type
are seldom backward in asserting their

religions beliefs, and the superiority of
their ecclesiastical orders and ordina-
tion to those of all other Churches and
denominations. But they rarely con- ’
descend to enlighten their poor schis-
in regard to the
grounds upon which they base their
claims ; being generally very well satis-
fied to rest them on the fact that
their Church, in the old land, is ‘‘ the
Established Church,”—the Church of
the nobility and of the aristocracy. -
—rather a doubtful recommendation,
by the way, in view of what Paul once
wrote, 1 Cor. i. 26.

But at a recent ordination service in
All Saints’ Church in this city, the Rev.
Canon Stennett, who had been deputed
by the Bishop to preach the sermon |
required upon such occasions, did—
what so few of his brethren now do—
attempt an apology for Episcopacy and
Avpostolical Succession. :

The text,—though it doesn’t matter
what it was, for helost sight of it as soon
as he had announced it—was John xx.
21 : “ As my father hath sent me, even .
so send I you.” His Prayer-book fur-
nished him with the real text, which

matical brethren

was a quotation from the preface to the
ordinal for such occasions, declaring
that,—
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It is evident unto all men diligently
reading the Holy Scriptures and ancient
authors, that from the apostles’ time
there have been three orders of ministers
in Christ's Church,—Bishops, Priests,
and Deacons ;” and further, that ¢ to
the intent that these orders may be con-
tinued, and reverently used und estecm-
ed, no one shall be counted a lawful
minister of the Church, or suflered to
execute any function therein, except he

" has received Episcopal ordination.”

The preacher very properly, however,

" though, as it appears to us, rather im-

prudently, recommended investigation
into this matter, since, he says, ‘‘ the

. Romanist denies the validity of our

orders, and Non-Episcopal bodies deny
the doctrine of Apostolic Succession
generally, and the fact of three orders
in the ministry in particular,” a state-
ment which we hardly know how to
take, whether as a correction of the
language of the Prayer-book about these
things being ‘“ evident unto «ll meuw,” or
as a confirmation of it, from the belief

that Romanists and non-Episcopal bodies

do not read.

The books which it is assmued we

non-Episcopal Christians do not read,

and which are the Jachin and Boaz of
Canon Stennett's Hierarchial structure,
are ‘‘the Hely Scriptures and ancient

authors.” In regard tv the former of

" these, we must plead guilty of great

neglect; although we doubt if our Epis-
copal brethren have anything to boast
of in that direction any more than our-
selves. As to the ancient authors,—-well
if they agree with the Holy Scriptures,
so much the better for their reputation ;

. if not, we can well afford to leave them
"so far as any authority is concerned,

with Romanists and their High An-

glican imitators. ‘ The Bible alone is
the religion of Protestants.”
But what saith the Scripture?

in the Christian Church, as the Apostles

305

How |
many ‘* orders of ministers” do we find

founded it, under the direction of Christ

Himself? Canon Stennett attempts to

answer by pointing to what he calls the
¢ three orders ” of the Mosaic ministry,

—High Priest, Priests, and Levites ; .

which he fancies he sees ¢‘ preserved,

though presented in 2 new form,” in
¢ Christ Himself the High Priest, the
twelve Apostles standing for the priest-
hood, and the 70 disciples representing
the Levitical assistants.”

Still later, he says, ““we find the
Apostolate first filled up to the original
number twelve, to supply the place of
the traitor Judas; then presbyters, or
elders or overseers, ordained by laying
on of apostolic hands, wherever a Chris-
tian church was founded ; and lastly.
deacons, originally appointed for a speci-

fic purpose. but afierwards ordained as a |

permanent order to assist the presbyters,
or elders in their pastoral duties.”

A singular succession, surely ! Look
at them in their ovders. (1) The high
priest, to whom Christ succeeds: to
whom again the apostles succeed ; (2)
the priests, the apostles, the presbyters .
(3) the Levites, the seventy, the dea-
cons.
some similarity in the functions of office.
What then, we should like to ask, was
there in common in the office of the
priests and of the apostles, who, accord-
ing to Canon Stennett, succeeded them !

Or what was there in common between .

the work of the Levites and the seventy
disciples ! Or between the seventy and
the deacons ! Yet Canon Stennett would
have us believe that these succeeded
each other, as baptism superseded cir-
cumeision, and the Lord’s Supper the
Passover. ‘

A succession supposes at leasy

|
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But ‘*when the Apostles died, what
hecame of their special functions,” he
asks, ‘“ so necessary to the perpetuation
of Christ’s Church ! Did these die with
the Apostles? or were they by them
committed to others? Why undoubt-
edly they were by them committed to
others ; and those others were cver
henceforward styled bishops, and to such
men so consecrated was that title re-
stricted ever afterwards, to be trans-

! mitted by them also to their successors,
. and so on to the end of time.”

Quite too fast aguin? What were the
*special functions” of the Apostles !
Why clearly to be witnesses of Christ’s

work, and death, and resurrection ; to

* be the inspired expounders of His teach-

ing and of His will, and to estab-
lish under the guidance of His Holy
Spirit, the first Christian churches as
the exemplars of the Christian churches
of all futwre time. As Apostles their
functions were all ““speecial,” and when

s they died they left no successors, and

e e e o e e o et o 4 e e ©\ e e e e e o

could leave none, since none but inspared
men conld fulfil those functions.

It is easy to affirm that Titus wags con-
secrated Bishop of Crete, James the first
Bishop of Jerusalem, and Timothy first
Bishop of Ephesus (each with a scat in
the Senate, and the title of My Lord
Bishop,” probably ?), but it is quite an-
other thing to prove it, and cspecially to
show any scriptural authority for assert-
ing that they were ““no mere presbyters,”

but “were endowed by Apostles them-
selves with power of government, with
authority over elders and deacons, as
well as with the exclusive spiritual fune-
tion of ordaining to the priesthood and
diaconate.”

The Canon evidently felt the difficulty
of the task he had undertaken, for he had

to admit that ‘“‘during the lifetime of
the Apostles, the name of bishop (which
simply means ‘overseer’) was unques-

EDITORIAL,

tionably applied to presbyters or elders,

as being, in the absence of the Apostles,
literally ¢ overseers’ of their respective
flocks,” but then, it was, in their case,

he saysa ““awmere name.” (sic/) A “mere
name,” indeed! Does Canon Stennett
know that the Holy Ghost so applies it ! :
(Acts xx. 28; Titus i. 5 compared with
7). And does that Divine Spirit deal in
shams, and call ““mere presbyters”
bishops, when they were no bishops at
all 7 Is it a ‘“mere name” that is given
to Jesus when He is called by the same
blessed Spirit of Truth, “the mighty
God ! If that be the best that can be
made of the argument for Episcopacy
from the New Testament, we do not

wonder at the Canon taking his text from
bis Prayer-book instead! Whether these
presbyters *“ exexcised the Apostolic
functions of ordaining and confinming
during the lives of the Apostles them-
selves,” we do not care to. enquire. Al
we insist upon is, that in the Apostolic
age the names “presbyter,” “elder,”
and “bishop,” ar ““overseer,” were con-
vertible terms, and that whatever func-
tions are properly exercised by bishops,
as God established the oflice, were exer-
cised by “mere_preshyters.” '
Our space will not permit us to follow
Canon Stennett through his argument
from ““ancient authors.” That the germ
of modern hierarchism began to show
itself very shortly after the Apostolic
age, in the exaltation of the pastors of
metropolitan churches over their bre-
thren in humbler positions, no one will
question, for Paul declared that ‘‘the
mystery of iniquity doth already work.™ |
But “the hoary auntiquity of a thing can
never make it right, if it he not accord-
ing to the teachings of God’s word. ;
!




Neither have we time or patience to
do more than very briefly rcfer to his
remarks upon the virtues of Apostolical
Succession, which he declarcs to be of
““vital importance,” inasmuch as upon
it depends the validity and cflicacy of
the sacraments.  The Canon grows ele-
quent over the good Providence of God
which enables the Church of England—
¢“that noble bulwark
tism ™ ()—to ¢“ trace back the sucecession

of  Protestan-
of her present bishops, through the me-
tropolitan sees of Canterbury and York,
“ to Apostolic times and Apostolic men.”
" We suppose we ought to be very thank-
ful over it, even if we do belong to a
non-Episcopal body. But veally, for the
Church of England’s sake, we could have
: wished that the succession had not been
quite so clear. Coming, as it does through
the polluted channels of the Chuarch of
Rome, and by the hands of such in-
famous monsters of cruelty and licenti-
ousness as Clement VI, Alexander VI,
John XXIII, and others of her Popes,
tit does not strike us as capable of con-
! ferring much of grace or blessing. We

doubt if the Lord uses such creatures as
his ministers, and for our own part we
are quite content to do without any such
benefits as their ordination could bestow.

The true successors of the Apostles, in

our judgment, are these who hold to
" their faith, and exhibit their spirit and
zeal ; we know of no others.

SUNDAY AiLLoENTS.
A disease has long been known—to
the clerical rather than to the medi-
cal faculty—by the euphonious name of

¢ Morbus diei Domini,” or, freely trans-
It is so

'
1
|
| lated, as ‘‘Sunday sickness.”
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named because it affects those who are

subject to its debilitating attacks, only
on that day of the week from which its
name is derived—Sunday, or the Lord’s
Day.
and hearty all the weck ; fearless of the
weather, and of the ““ night air;”

Its victims are generally strong

unaf-
fected by late hours at concerts, parties,

and political meetings ; capable of un-
dergoing alinost any amount of fatigue, :

mental or physical ; hetter in fact, than

usual, on Saturday, sinceon theevening of |
that day they can keep at business sev- °
cral hours later than on any other evening
of the week.  But divectly the Sabbath
dawns, they are attacked by this singular |
sickness, which, strange to say, seems to

be confined principally to the chuwrch-
going clusses, those who are not in the |
habit of attending public worship being
mositly about as well as usual on that
day. )
The symptoms generally begin to show ¢
themselves about their ordinary time of
rising in the morning. They gape, and
stretch, and groan, and toss about upon !
their beds.
and prevents them from hearing the
breakfast bell. Their eyelids stick to- :
gether.  Their heads ache.  They shiver
at the thought of their morning bath.

Temporary deafness sets in, |

The sky looks gloomy and unpromising.
The church suddenly seems to them
They think of all the ®
disagreeable things that have occmrred |
They are pretty sure
their own minister isn’t goirg to preach
that worning, and if so, that old Dr. -
Faggot will be there, and will be as long
as he is dry ; and—it is past ton o'clock, .
and too late now to get ready !
In most cases the symptoms a,bnte:

leagues away.

during the week.

|
i
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about the dinner hour. The appetite is
good, and the viands and delicacies are
relished more than usual ; so much so,
indeed, that over indulgence often btings

! hack all the lassitude of the morning,

aud the afternoon is spent on the lounge,
or in the easy chair, in asemi-somnolent
condition, with a guod book or religivus
paper in hand, to quiet any qualmishness
of conscience (where there isany). The
patient generally is sufticiently recovered
to get to church in the evening—that is,
in the earlier stages of the disease—and
is entirely well by Monday morning.
Recovery is usnally as rapid as the pros-
tration.

Very closely allied to this ailment is
another, a kind of monomania, in which
the mind is largely affected, much more
so than the body. The general effect,
however, is the same. Sometimes the
imagination is diseased, and the person
attacked cannot go to church because he
thinks the minister meant Adm in the
sermon he preached last Sunday; or
Murs. So-and-so turned her head away as
she passed him, and he knew she meant
it. At other times the patient, (gener-
ally a lady in such cases,) suddenly dis-
covers th® her wardvobe is becoming
shabby ; that, in fact, she has ¢ nothing
to wear,” nothing, at least, that will do
to wear to church. Wehave seen more
than cne instance in which the injunc-
tion “be not forgetful to entertain
strangers,” seemed to require them to
stay at home and ‘‘visit” with their
guests : one, in which the visitor had
come without his Sunday clothes, and so
our friend absented himself from church

_to keep him company! And, not to

! weary our readers unnecessarily, we have

met with several cases of the develop-
ment of & morbid conscientiousness as
one of the symptoms of this singular
ailment. One case occurs to us where
the trouble was that the minister had
married a believer to an unbeliever. A
second in which our monomaniac friend
wouldn’t go because another poor sinful
man like himself attended there. And
still another, because the church was
neglecting its duty in not seeing after
him, and enquiring why he didn’t go. |
As to the cases in which the patient
thinks it his duty to care for his health,
by resting according to the command-
ment, by taking medicine, fear of ex-
posure to the weather, &e., these are
too numerous to mention.

Unlike most other discases, in this,
the sufferer wever thinks there is anything

wrong with himself.  Everybody else |
understands his symptoms, but he
himself never secems to comprehend

them. The malady in this respect is very
much like that mentioned in Isa. xliv, 20.

The only remedy that we know of as
really e flicient and reliable, is holding ,
before them a Biblelooking-glass. (James
i, 23-25.) This must be done very warily
however, for not being much accustomed
to looking into it, the Lrightness of the
mirror is very apt to make the patient !
shut his eyes. I

All parties concerned are again rc-
minded, that the inissionary accounts
positi vely close on the 15th of April,!
and that all moneys must be collected, '\
and sent to the Treasvrer, Dr. Wilkes, |
(249 Mountain St. Montreal), by that
date, if they are to appear in the next
annual report. 1t is the more impor- ',

|
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tant that this should be done promptly,
inasmuch as the amount of the Colonial
Missionary Society’sgrant depends upon
it. Every $100 contributed hy our Cana-
dian churches secures $20 from England.
Brethren will please take notice.

The Christiarn Guardian of the 21st
ult., under the caption of *Conditional
Immortality,” quotes the statement of a
Montreal correspondent of the London
Christian World—who, he says, is “ evi-
dently 2 Congregationalist”—that ¢ the
subject of ¢ Conditional Immortality ” is
beginning to exercise the minds of
thoughtful Christians in this country,
but creed-bound denominationalism pre-
vents freedom of expression upon the
subject,” and says :—‘“ Had this cor-
respondent merely spoken on behalf of
Zion Church, or the other Congrega-
tional churches of Montreal, we could
not venture to contradict him. But we
must deny the correctness of a broad
statement of this kind with regard to
all the Canadian churches.”

We have not seen the correspondence
referred to, and do not know what
ground the Guardian has for setting him
down as a Congregationalist, or why he
should be so shy about ¢ venturing to
contradict him,” as regards * Zion
Church, or the other Congregational
churches in Montreal.” But we will
undertake to contradict him, if he meaus
to insinuate that there is any general or
wide-spread tendeucy in our Mountreal
churches in the direction referred to.
Here and there an individual may be
found, perhaps, who is trying to make
his Bible say something it won’t say;
p'ib we can agsure our contemporary that
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the churches there are still sound in the
faith,

The cvangelistic services conducted
by the Rev. Mr. Rainsford, in the Ca-
thedral, in this city, during the first two
weeks in March, were as remarkable for
the interest awakened by them, as for
the place in which they were held.
Night after night was the vast building
filled to overflowing, the congregation
nwnbering at least three thousand per-
sons, of all classes and creeds, entir:ly
regavdless of the weather or the walk-
ing, to hear the simple gospel presented
in the simplest and mnst artless manner,
by the gentleman named. The after-
noon Bible-readings drew together crowds
Large numbers
of persons have remained every evening
to be spoken with inregard to their sal-
vation, and many, we doubt not, have
been brought to the Lord. There have
been some mutterings of indignation
amony Hizh Churchmen, one of whom
writes to the Globe about it, and claims
that it is wholly contrary to the rubric
to have such meetings in the Cathedml,
and especially to have Presbyterians and

scarcely less numerous.

Congregationalists and others, taking
part in them. In that, he is probably
right, but then,—so much the worse for
the rubric, that's all.

Tue N. Y. Independent having said
some very naughty things recently about
the slow growth of Methodism in citics,
a number of its frierds have come to the
rescue, and fallen foul of our contem-
porary for what he has said. The Michi-
gan Christian Adrvocate, among others,
is very much exercised over the matter,
and particularly about what the 7nde_
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pendent says of the numbers received on
trial, during the excitements of a ‘““re-
vival,” who never come into full mem-
bership. The Independent, however,
“ doesn’t back down worth a cent,” but
replies :—

“ The Methodist, of this city, in 1870,
n the course of several editorials
on the loss of probationers, gave the
figures : The number of probationers
for the ten years from 1856 to 1865, in-
clusive, was 1,206,145 ; the number ad-
ded to the Church in the same period
was 172,296. According to this show-
ing, only one in 7 was added to the
Church. What became of the other 6?
Can they be accounted for under the
head of “deaths and removals?” Take
some more recent statistics. The ‘‘Min-
utes of the Annual Conferences” for 1875
report a total of 196,407 probationers.
The increase of memhers in 1876, ac-
cording to the ‘‘ Minates ” of that year,
was 12)768. In this case »nly one in 15
has been added to the membership.
These are the facts, and our Michigan
friend is welcome to theni, to make what
use of them he may.”

A Presbyterian brother out West who
reads the N. Y. Independent, writes to
the editor of that paper,—

“ As a Presbyterian I keep one eye
open, for you see I don’t trust you too
far. I know you will hit us a dig when
you get the chance. I enjoy it very
much when you straighten out our
Methodist and Baptist brethren. This
makes pleasant reading, and I find no
trouble in saying Amen to every word.
But, somehow, when you strike us Pres-
byterians I don’t have the same kind of
feelings. T am not psychologist enough
to quite understand it ; but I know it is
s0. Please touch us lightly, but give
them *fits.””

To which the editor replies, that he
would like to comply with his correspon-
dent’s request, but he says,—

‘“ There are yet left in the Presby-
terian body two or threefools, and three
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or four bigots, and they don’t know
enough to keep out of sight.” That'’s
it. Editors have the same trouble every-
where but—in Canada. Here, happily,
both these classes have died out in ull
the churches !

Is this a fair sample of the

pastures ”’ of Congregationalism in Ver-
mont? The treasurer of a prominent
church in that State, presented his annual
statement of Assets and Liabilities, Jan-
vary lst, 1877, from which it appeared
that, there was owing to the pastor
$1267.73 ; (happy man that could afford
to live so long on faith /) and to sundry
others, $935.14, — Total, $2,202.87.
Credit, by balance in Treasury, £000.00 ;
Arrears of subscriptions, $432.65 ; Sun-
dries, $113.91.—Total, £546.56.
due Society, $1,656.31.
ary ground, we should think !

green

Bal. ;
Real mission- .

'

Mr. Moody’s success as a preacheris :
probably largely due to his simplicity of .

style. Struck with the look of one of his
sermons, as reported in the N. Y. Daily
Witness, the other day, we analysed a
certain paragraph, and found that out of
230 words contained in it, 188 were mono-
syllables! Young preachers,—and others
not too old to learn,—will take note.

Sadlier’s Catholic Directory for 1877, -
claims & Roman Catholic population in :

the United States of over 5,450,000,— .

less, by 300,000, than was claimed in .

1878, when b dioceses were not included
in the count. The R. C. population
of New York is also set down at 100,000
less than it was two years ago.

Ou ““ wet Congregationalist” brethren
(the Baptists), report a membership in
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’ the United States of 1,932,000, in 22,204
churches, having 13,779 ministers,—an
increase of 1,669 churches, 662 minis-

‘ ters, and 117,000 members during the
year! They have over 10,060 Sunday

! Schools.

The ministers of the Annual Confer-

" ance of the Meth. E. Church, for 1876,

" report 11,205 travelling, and 12,491 local

© preachers ; and 1,622,000 members and

probationers.

The “Church Almanac” for 1875,
estimated the membership of the Epis-
copal Church at 280,000. Whitta-
ker’s Ahnanac makes it about 268,000,
and gives the number of confirmations
in 1876 at 26,761. °

The question ‘“how to fill a church”
is one which ministers and trustees—
particularly the latter—are often very
anxious to solve. One Sir Henry Cole
has been trying to do so, and has suc-
ceeded, apparently, in this way. By
permission of the vicar of Brampton, a
service was held in which all the seats
were free, there was a ten-minute ser-
mon, and five or six hymns or psalms,
sung to good old tunes, with an accom-
' paniment of trumpets, trombones, and
| kettledrums. Animmense congregation
attended and joined in the hymns, There
were, seemingly, no prayers. But query?
—what good did it do the people when
they came ? To fill a church is one thing
—to convert sinners to Christ is another,
and something which will hardly be ac-
complished by ‘¢ trombones and kettle-
drums.” A ten-minute sermon is both
too long and too short,—tvo long for
people that can be got together by such
means; and too short to enable any
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man to instruct and benefit them. Think
of it—ten minutes a week to hear about
God and Christ, and eternity, and more
than ten hours a day to give to the
world, the flesh, and the devil ! |

The Rev. R. W. Dale, of Birmingham,
has been invited to deliver the next
course of lectures on Preaching, at Yale |
College, this summer, and has accepted
the invitation. The appointment is an
excellent one, Mr. Dale being one of
our foremost English ministers. We -
hope we shall see him in Canada, before
he returns home.

Tare Rev. Mr. Tooth, the rebellious
“priest” of the Church of England,
who importing Roman
fashions into his churcn at Hatcham, and
was imprisoned for his contumacy, has
been released unconditionally. His
parish has been taken from him, His re-
lease is reported to be due to the Queen’s )
influence, who will have no one impris-
oned for a merely ecclesiastical offence.
He isnotwithout sympathizers, however,
for on the Sunday after his release, the
church was crowded, about 700 of those
present being opponents,and 300 friends.
¢“When the 700 stood up, the 300 kneeled
down; when the 300 stood up, the 700
kneeled down; and when the hour for
communion service arrived, the 3C0
marched in a body out of the church,
shaking the dust off their feet for a testi-
mony against the schismatics, who re-
mained masters of the field.” ’

insisted on

The world moves, and even the Eng-
lish Wesleyan Conference are compelled
to move with it. Some months ago a |
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| Committeo was appointed by the Con-
‘ ference, if we mistake not at the in-
stance of Dr. Punshon, to consider the
question of lay representation, long so
ficreely resisted.  That Comumittee has
met, and has resolved to recommend
that in future the Conference consist of
equal numbers of ministers and laymen.
Good ! Now if the Conference will
only adopt their recommendation and
agree not to *‘legislate” for Christ, but
to accept the laws He has laid down for
the guidance of His Church, and only
‘confer’” as to the best means of carry-
ing them out, we shall acknowledge them
as a sister Congregational Union at vnce.

One of the signs of the times is to be
seen in the change of front on the part
of some of the authorities of the Rowmish
Church, respecting the circulation of
the Scriptures. The Bible Society Re-
porter  recently a letter
lately addressed to the Pope by fifty-
. five French and foreign Bishops, in
I which, ‘“deeply pained ‘o see Protest-
ants spreading their Bibles among
Catholic families in alarming profusion,
and by this means exerting upon them
a great influence,” the Bishops entreat
His Holiness ‘‘ to cause an examination
to be made of the French translation of
the Old Testament by M. the Abbé
Glaire, and to grant it, if there be suffi-
cient reason, the imprimatur.” And
then, after referring to the New Testa-

ment already issued, they add :—

“ It is indisputable that nothing at
the present day can hinder the reading
of the entire Bible in the world. .
In a word, a French Bible, authorized
by the Holy See, would ta,k(, from Pro-
testants all pretext for unjustly aceusing
the Catholic Church of hindering the
faithful from reading the word of God.”

published
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Mgr. WaTrINS, missionary to Mexico,
and successor to the Rev. Mr. Stephens,
who, with part of his congregation, was

murdered in his church by the Roman- |

ists, in Guadalajara, has had a very nar- ;

row escape from the fate of his prede-
Ce8S0T.
who had escaped punishment, deter-
mined to kill him, and purchased a
knifo more than a foot in length, had it

One of the assassinsof Stephens,

carefully sharpened, and lurked a whole .

day behind a corner which Mr. Watkins
was accustomed to pass. A protecting
Providence kept him away. The assas-
sin then went to the meeting in the even-
ing, and sat with his knife concealed,
with only a narrow table between him
and the missionary. As the exercises

proceeded, his heart was melted. He |

was converted to God then and there,
and is now one of the most efficient mis-

sionaries in that vicinity. Thus the |

Gospel is still ¢ the power of God unto
salvation,” to every one that believeth.
Guadalajara has a church of vne hun-
dred and fifty members, forty of whom
were received as converts last July.
Two hundred towns in Mexico have
each a little band of secret or openly
professed Christians.

THE sales of ecclesiastical property in
Rome by the Government have broaght
enormous sums to the Italian Treasury.
Up to the 1st October, 1876, 118,589
lots had been sold by auction, producing
$102,823,600. This is $23,000,000 more
than the estimate made by the Govern-
ment when the sales began, and there
is yet considerable property to be dis-
posed of.




CONGREGATIONAL vs. METHOD-
IST LIBERALITY.

To the Editor of the “*Canadiar. Indepen-
dent” :

Sir,—I[ notice, in the CANADpIAN INDE-
PENDENT for March, an article entitled,
¢ The Scale of our Missionary Contribu-
tions,” from the peun of the Rev. Dr.
Wilkes, in which the Doctor accepts the
figures of a friend in Ontario, that show
a want of liberality on the part of Con-
gregationalists as contrasted with other
bodies, especially the Methodists.

It is generally understood who the
gentleman is who furnished the tigures
quoted, and it must be admitted that
his statistics and financial operations are
usuaily correct. But in this case I think
a false impression is conveyed when the
assertion is made, ‘‘that the scale of
contributions is fixed at a far higher
level in their (the Methodists’) case than
in our own,” for contributivns to a de-
nominational object alone indicate but
imperfectly the liberality of a church.

It will scarcely be denied that Con-
gregationalists are, as a body, much
more liberal and less sectarian than
others in opinions, and it is equally well
known that their support to non-denom-
inational objects is equally liberal,

If Dr. Wilkes will include in his sta-
tistics the Bible Society, Tract Society,

@orrespondence,

French Canadian Mission, and other
objects that might be named, I feel
quite sure we will not suffer by the com-
parison.

Perbaps one fact will illustrate this
point more clearly than prolonged argu-
inent : last year the agent of the French
Canadian Missionary Society visited us,
We have Congregationalist, Baptist,
Methodist, and Presbyterian churches
in the village, and fifteen dollars were
contributed, of which wo gave twelve.
This year tho result was almost identical,
and our church is the weakest of all,and
struggling to maintain a pastor.

I know that Methodist churches with-
in the territory canvassed by our com-
mittee for the Bible Society, refused to
give one cent, giving as their reason,“we
must support our own church.”

When Dr. Wilkes urges increased
liberality towards our Missionary Socie-
ty, none can object, and [ trust his
appeal will be heartily respunded to.
But [ have a strong objection to being
met with tigures that possibly are incor-
rect. Of this I am sure, that statistics
from Great DBritain and the United
States show results just the reverse of
those quoted by Dr. Wilkes.

Yours respectfully,
A CONGREGATIONALIST.
March 8th, 1877.

Aetos of the churches.

TiLpury.—The little church i this
{place, writes through their venerable
| pastor, the Rev. W. Burgess, for a blank

form of Trust Deed, having resolved on
building a new place of worship. A
3 piece of ground has been secured, and

operations will be commenced as soon as
possible.  Mr. Burgess says, ‘‘ the mem-
bers are doing all they can, but feel
that they will need aid from without,”
and he asks about  the projected
Building Society alluded to in our De-
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cember number.” We wish we could
answer him, but so far it is only ¢ pro-
jected.”

KincarpiNg.—The Rev. Dugald Mec-
Gregor, Jr., enclosing the missionary
collections says,—‘“ Last communion we
welcomed into our fellowship, asa church
four young disciples, three of whom I
baptized on profession of faith, Ano-
ther young person joins us next com-
munion, and there are others for whom
we expect to give thanks cre long, as
committed friends of a common Lord.”

WisrToN.—A lady, sending us mo-’

ney for a library we had selected for the
Wiarton 8. School, says :—¢ I am happy
to be able to give a good report of our
school. The Lord has poured out a
blessing upon us, uutil literally, we have
scarcely room enough to receive it. Our
little church presents a very animated
and cheering picture on Sunday after-
noons, being more than comfortably
full ; and as I look around on the bright
eager young faces, and listen to the
earnest tones of the several teachers, I
feel, ¢ truly the Lord is in this place!’
and hope and pray that He will gather
many of these little ones into His fold.”
The average attendanoce for February
was, of scholars, 68 ; teachers, 10; to-
tal, 78.

Howick, 1218 CoNcEssION. —Brother
Gray, whose charge we visited recently,
writes us, March 16th :—‘“The night
after you left, we held a prayer-meeting
a mile and a half «bove the church, on
the 12th line of Howick. A storm of
snow, accompanied by a March gale,
prevented many from coming, but those

who were there had a time of refreshing. -

A divine power was present that moved
every heart, and six persons received
Christ as their all-sufficient Saviour, and
among the number a gentleman seventy
years of age. Please remember us at
the throne of grace. The Rev. Mr. Rose,
of Listowel, has come to help me in
special services, which we hope to con-
tinue for some time.”

WaRWICK AND FOREST.—A number of
members werereceivedinto Zion Church,
Warwick, on the 18th March, the fruit
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of the special services recently held
there. Union meetings of an evangelis-
tic character are at present being held
in Forest. We cannot yet give results.

|
STrRATFORD.—A correspondent, writ-

ing about other matters, mentions in-
cidentally that the church in that place
is much more alive than formerly, and
adds,—*¢ The weekly meetings are more
largely attended, additions are taking
place at every church-meeting, and our
bishop stands well within and without
the church. Our praying people are in-
creasing and very ecarnest. May we
not, therefore, hope for brighter times
when God thus reveals Himself to His
waiting people?”

Exsro.—We are giad to learn from a
gentleman who has been visiting in
Embro, that the work at Braemar, one of
Bro. Salmon’s occasional preaching ap-
pointments, still progresses, and that
the number of cagses of hopeful conver-
sion is now double what was reported
last month. P.S. A letter just received
estimates the number at forty-nine.

Burrorp.— Last Sabbath (March 11),
the Rev. W. Hay, the pastor, received
into church fellowship,five members up-
on their profession of faith in Christ,
three being from the Bible classes in con-
nection with the Sabbath School. —Com.

P

KeLviN.—For some time past this
church has been unocecupied, except as
used by the Methodist body. A short
time since the Rev. W. Hay, of Scot-
land, its old pastor, began regular ser-
vice, and the congregation and interest
have gradually increased since, and now
the little church reorganized has re-
solved to renovate the building and
make a new start.

On Sabbath evening the 18th ult., a
most solemn and interesting service was
held, and a number of persons were re- l
ceived to memberchip. We trust the old |
cause there may long live and prosper to |
the glory and honour of the Master. !

BraxTFORD FIRST.—A very success- l
ful social in connectinn with this church |
took place on Friday night at the resi- !
dence of Mr. John Ott. The rooms were
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. filled to overflowing, and all seemed
. to enjoy themselves thoroughly. After
the guests had fully refreshed the inner
man, at the hands of the amiable host
and hostess, music and recitations filled
up the remainder of the evening most
happily. Among those who participated
. in the exercises were Mrs. Allen, Miss
+ Gooad, Miss Curtis, and the choir of the
: church in the musical line,while Mr. Jas.
Wilkes, Mr. Woodyatt, Mr. Fred Hunt,
- Rev. Mr. Barker, and Mr. W. Cockshutt,
gave very interesting and amusing read-
ings and recitations. A very litile girl,
Miss Holden, recited a piece most
charmingly. Quite a goodly sum was
realized from the entertaimment. —ZIo-
positor. *

BraNtrorv—EMMANUEL CHURCH s
being visited with a gracious out-pouring
of the Spirit. Many are anxiously seeking
the Saviour, while others are rejoicing
in the newly-found peace of God. Al
ready thirteen have given their names to
the church, and it is hoped others will
soon do the same.—Com.

ActoN, ONT., ORGANIZATION OF A NEW
CoNGRrEGATIONAL CHURCH.—On the Tth
of March, the long cherished desire of
a number of our friends residing in the
- village of Acton, but connected with the
. Swackhammer’s church, wasrealized, and
- a new church was organized, with a
nucleus of twelve members. The exer-
cises were held in the basement of the
uew house of worship, not yet completed.
There were present the Rev. W. Man-
chee, of Guelph, the Rev. J. Davies,
of South Caledon, Messrs. James and
Joseph Barber, and a number of other
friends from Georgetown, and the Mis-
sionary Superintendent, Mr. Wood, from
‘Toronto. Rev. 8, N. Jackson, of Toronto,
 and the Rev. J. Unsworth, of George-
. town, were also expected, but the former
wasg prevented by sickness in his family,
. and the latter by nersonal illuess, much
. to the regret of all.

Mr. Wood was called on to preside,
and after a devotional service, explained
the nature of the proceedings, and the
principles of a christian church. The
names of those who were desirous of be-
i ing organized into a church were read

and accepted ; a form of covenant was
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adopted ; and they were formally consti-
tuted a church, by prayer. Two deacons
and a secretary were elected ; the Kev.
Mr. Davis was unanimously invited to
take the pastoral oversight of them ; and
after a few words of counsel and prayer
by the Rev. Mr. Manchee, the proceed-
ings of the afternoon closed.

In the evening a Soiree was held in
the Temperance Hall, which was crowd-
ed. James Barber, Esq., of Georgetown,
was called to the chair, and in a humor-
ous address introduced the other speak-
ers,—Messrs. Manchee, Cameron (Pres-
byterian), and Wood. A pleasant, and
we trust profitable evening was spent.
The new church expects to enter upon its
new and handsome brick house of wor-
ship early in May.

SpEEDSIDE. —During the? quarter clos-
ing with the 13th March, tive persons
have been received into the fellowship
of the chureh,—four on profession of
their faith, and one by letter. Two
have been dismissed to join the new or-
ganization at Acton, Ont. The pastor,
Mr. Duff, is delivering a course cf lec-
tures on Sabbath evenings on ¢ The un
fettered word, the unfettered soul, the
unfettered church, the unfcitered
preacher, and Missionary work in Tur-
key.”

NEWMARKET, REORGANIZATION OF THE
Cuurcy.—The Rev. R. J. Williams
labours on in this place, under a good
deal of disconragement, but with this, ac
least, to cheer him, that the few friends
by whom he is surrounded, ave thorough-
ly hearty in their attachment to himself
and family, and as warmly attached to
the principles of the Congregational
body.

Our readers may perhaps remember,
that several years ago, owing to unpieas-
ant complications that had arisen, it was
thought better to dissolve the church,
and carry on the affairs of the congrega-
tion by a committee appointed for that
purpose. The feeling has been growing,
however, of late, that it was time this
anomalous arrangement should cease,
and that the church should be reorgan-
ized, This was accordiugly done on the
afternoon of the 13th of March, the Rev.
Messrs. Dickson and Wood, of Toronto,
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and Smith, of Pine Giove, taking part
in the exercises. The chureh thus re-
cunstitu:ed numbiersseventeenmembers.
Two deacons and a chuich clevk were
appointed, and the Rev. R, J. Williams
was eleeted its pastor. He has not yet
formally accepted the charge of 1t, but
we trust he will shortly do so. M.
Thomas Smith, of Keswick, was also ap-
pointed its lay preacher.

At the close of the tusiness proceed-
ings the church observed the Lord’s
Supper, each of the ministers addressing
the communicants. We carnestly desire
and pray. and ask our churches to pray,
that the Lord may build up the little
church, and “sct before it an open
door,” though there be some ‘“adver-
saries.”’

Nortit Exin,—Thirty-one new mein-
bers were reeeived into this little church
at the last charch weeting, as the fruits
of the special services we spoke of in
our Jast number as having been held
there under the auspices of Jhe Y. DML (L
Association of Alton, aided by the pas-
tor of the chareh.  There are yet more
to follow shortly.

Toroxre, NorrnerN Cuvren.—Prc-
parations are being made to enlarge
and improve this plwee of worship. At
a speaal mecting of the chureh and
| congregation held on the 21st ulg,,
i several plans were laid before thew, and
a large committee was appointed to con-
sider them, and report at a subsequent.
meeting.  Recent additions to the con-
gregation have rendered these imyrove-
ments al solutely neecs.ary.

NortHERN CONGREGATIONAT SCNDay
SenooL.—-Mr. Ho J. Chuok, one of the
founders. and now fora pumberof years
the laborions and successful superinten-
dent of the Northern Runday School in
this city, was the subject of a very plea-
sant Csurprise 7 oon Monday cvening,
March 26th.  About eiubt Jelock that
evening, the teachers of the scheol came
, treoping into his house, hoaded by My,
!

!

Revell, the teacher of the Bible Class
who, as scon as they had got possession,
presented Mr. Clark with a magmficent.
i photograph «f the interior of ihe school-
roumn, with the teachers srouped together
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;
i
‘,
in the rear cud of the room, and M.
Clark himself in the cendre.  The room |
had first been sketched by hand, and |
the photographs of the teachers arranged
to suit, a large photograph heing after-
wards taken of the whele.  The picture,
which is handsomely framed, is one of
Messrs. Notman & Fraser's best, and |
cost about £150. Mr. Clark was taken .
entirely by surprise, his own phote. hav-
ing been obtained by a livle innocent
stratagem, without his having the least
idea of the chject for which he was
asked to sit. The address accompany-
ing the presentation. and the veply of .
Mr. Clark, were both quite informal, but
expressed very kindly feeling on both
sides. A very pleasant evening was
subsequently spent together ; and when
the company retived it would have been
difticult to say whether it was more
blessed to be the givers or the receiver
on such an occasion.

Toroxro, WeSTERN CHURCH. —Special
services of an KEvangelistic character
are being held in thischurch.  The Rev.
J. R. Black, of St. Cathasines, has been
assisting.

YorkvirLg.—Duringthescrvice at this
church last Sablath evening, March 4th,
Mr. George Hague referred to his recent
aceeptance of tne general managership
of the Merchams’ Bank, Montreal.  He
detailed the chcumstances that Jed hima
short time azo to scver his connection
with the business world,and devote him- -
self, as he supposcd, to Chrisidan work -
for the ranainder of his life. e then
stated that it was at the emnest solicita-
tion of Christian friends he Lad been led
to recensider s position, and to return
to the profession he had o reeently re-
Ningunisked It had Veen urged wpon
him as an indiucement 1o take the pesi-
tion offered him, that it wouid o en ow
a much wider sphere of usefulness than
the ene he was occupying, and cnable
him to oxert a poweriul influence for
goad in the important connmunity where
his lot would be cast. Takinga calmar a
dispassionate view of the matter as it had
thus heen submiitted, alithough not wiih-
out anxious thought as to the work e
was leaving, he resolved npon yieldine
to what appeared to him 2y the path of
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duty. The ofiicers and membership of
the Church generally, while feeling
acutely the sudden departure of Mr.
Hague from among them, are satisfied
that Le has been rightly guided in the
aceeptance of his new position.—Globe.

Marknay  axp  UsjoxvinLe.—The
Rev. Mr. MceUoll has aceepted the call
of this church, wd cuters upon his
charge forthwith. We trust our brother
may be greatly prospered there, and that
under his nanistry the Markham con-
gregation may soon vival its sister inter-
est in Unionville, in strength and faith-
fulness.

Copours —The sviree in .onnectivi
with the Congregational Church in this
town took place, as announced, in the
Y. M. C. A. Hall, on Wednesday even-
ing, the 28th ult. The attendance was
large, the hall and reading-room being
well filled; and the proceedings were of
an interesting and successful character
thronghout.  The Chair was occupied
by John C. Field, Esq., who did the
business in his usual agrecable style.
Readings were furnished by Dr. Powell
and E. A, MacNachtan, Esq. Capital
musical performances were furnished by
a Quartette, composed of Misses Lawes
and Wood, and Messrs. Campbell and
Gillard, with Miss Stowel at the organ §
by Misses Jones and Field, who gave
two beautiful duets on the piano - by
the Cobourg Orchestra, Messrs. Carson,
Irwin, and Hewson, with Miss Jones at
the piano; and by Mr. Carson, who
gave a five violinsolo, which was excored.
Mrs. Dickinson also sang two song
both with fine cifect : and Miss Carrie
B. Stephens a solo, which was received
with applause.— World.

Mavo TowNsHIP—ORGANIZATION OF A
New CoxarecartoNan Cnvred.—Dur-

- ing the last two years a number of fami-

lies from vavious parts of the Province
of Ontario, settled on the eacd side of
the Township of Mayo, in the County of
Hasunus,  Several of these went from

. Lanwk, where they had been brought

under the power of the truth, and had
become strongly attached to Congrega-

. tionalism ; hut up to the middle of last
- month, no minister of any denomination

—

had ever visited this people in their new
backwoods home.,

Mr Fawcett, who was thensupplying |
the church at Laton, P.Q., secing a par- |
agraph iu the February number of the -
Caxapiax INprrexpezt, calling atten- -
tien to this settlement, resolved that he
would, D.V_, visit this people, which he !
did about the middie of last month.
After preaching at scveral places, and -
visiting a number of families in their
huwnble shanuies, a wmeeting was held in .
the house of Mr. Andrew Dick, at which |
Mr. Thomas Wannumak r was appointed
chairman,and 1t was then and there una-
nimously agrced that it was desirable |
to have a Cungregational church organ-
ized in Mayo ; that all present were
anxious to have Mr. Fawcett to come
and labour amonyg them ; that the Revs. !
J. and R. Brown be requested to come
as soon as convenient tu organize the
said church, and ordain the said Mr.
Fawcett as its pastor; and that Mr. .
Fawceit communicate with the Messrs.
Brown in reference to this matter; which !
he did in person on the 3rd inst. '

The distance irom Lanark and Mid-
dleville to Mayo is ninety miles, involv-
ing an absence of at least five days, for
all the road is hilly, and much of it new
and rough. Thus it was impossible for
the churches contiguous to Mayo on the
east to send a deputation to assist with
their counsels.  Thedistance from Belle-
ville to Mayo is equally great, and the
road quite as difticult.  This, to say -
rothing of the question of expense, led
all parties concerned to consider it in-
expedient to seek counsel from the
churches of our order to the south of
Mayo. Again, it Is almost impossible to
1each this place,excent during sleighing.
And as Mr. Vennor had promised us an
carly spring, the voice of circinstances
scemed to be,** What isto be done,must
be done quickly.” So, after consulta- .
tion with friends, and prayer for Divine
cuiding and blessing, the Messrs. Brown
resolved to co alone, and at onee, to
Mayo. They arrived on the 9th. My
and Mrs. Fawcett and their-luggage were
two days earlier.  OnSabbath,the 11th,
a meeting was held in the house of Mr.
Thes. Wannamaker, at 10.30 A M. A
large number of people were present, -
though a heavy fall of snow and sleet
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" a few days before rendering walking al-
~ most impossible, prevented many com-

ing from a distance. After devotional
services, an e\positimx was given of the
principles of Congr~gationalism, and the
nature and character of a Christian
church was set forth. Then fourteen
persons joined hands, and with prayer,
entered into a solemn covenant to walk
tozether in the ordinances of the Gospel.
Andrew Dick was then chosen ag Dea-
con Jawes Bennet Fawceett was chosen
pastor. Mr. Fawcett’s credentials and
testimonials were then considered. The
usualquestions wereasked and answered.
Afterwhich the candidate kneeled down,
when, by prayer and laying on of hands,
he was ordained a minister,according to
the usages «f churches of the Congre-
gational order. In like manner Andrew
Dick was ordained a deacon. Then the
Lord’s death was celebrated by the ob-
servance of the Lord’s Supper. The
whole service lasted over foar hours, yet
the audience sat with patience, and
manifested deep intevest in all the pro-
ceedings.
R. B.

Middleville, March 6th, 1877.

MELBOURNE AND DurnaM, QUE.—
The Rev. Mr. Mackay writes us, on his
return home, under date of March 28th.
“From the brief reference to Mel-
bourne, in the last number of the Can-
adian Independent, it is evident you

- expected to have a few lines with re-

" gard to the work there.

" Hall.

The special
services were begun on Wednesday
evening, 2lst February, in the Town
The Rev. Mr. Forsie (Meth.),
Rev. Mr. Edmonston (Presb.), and Rev.
Mr. Tanner, Principal of St. Francis
College, co-operated very cordially with

" the Rev. Mr. McIntosh, his brother Mr.

David Meclntosh, and the writer. The
meetings were very largely attended, ad-
ditional seats having had to be brought

, into the lurge hall.

“On the first night, we spoke to

- several enquirers, among whom was a
. student attending St. Francis College,
- who decided for Jesus, and since then,

" tional

joined the fellowship of the Congrega-
Church. This dear young man
helped on the work much, by encourag-
ing his fellow students who werc
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awakened, to remain to the enquiry
meeting, and be directed to the blessed !
Saviour. '

“ On the second night, seven or eizht
persons asked for prayer, and a number .
occupied the seats set apart for the
anxious, among whom were seven s :-
dents.

¢ On Sabbath 1 preached, at Darhaun
in the morning, in the Congregational |
Church at Mdbm)me, in the afternoun ]
and in St. Andrews (Presb.) Church in |
the evening. The congregatious were
large, especially in Melbourne.

‘“ During the second wecek, the services
increased in interest and power every
evening, until on the last night (which
was the best) we had from twenty-five
to thirty cnquirers.

“T could give you some interestin:
cases of men and women who profess:1
to have given their hearts to the Lo
Jesus Chirist.  We trust and pray th«t
their lives may be conseerated to Him.
and His blessed service.

¢ On Friday afternoon the 2nd Mareh.
we had a ¢ praise meeting’ in the Cor:-
gregational Church, the first meeting of .
its kind ever held in the place. It was
a season of refreshing and joy to all who |
were present ; many could not refrain
from expressing the great joy they ex- -
penenced in a;tendmrr such a meeting .

R. M.

CueBocug, N. S.—The Rev. James
Shipperly, of Pleasant River, has received
a unanimous call from this church, and
is likely to accept it. He will enter upon
his new field, probably, in May next.

NoeL anp SerMma, N. S.—Mr Jacob |
Cox, who expects to graduate from the
Conrrre«mtwnal Co[lwe of BN.A.| in
Apml has received and accepted o call -
to the pastorate of the church in this
new and interestinyg field.

CorNwALLIS, N.S.—Mr, Fuller, who
has been labouring with the church here
since last September, has just entered
upon an engagement for a year, frum
now, with a view to settlement. His -
Tabours seem to be gencrallyappreciated.
and have received tukens of the divine
approbation.
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YarxourH, N. S.—There has been a
deep religious interest in this community
; for months past. The TabernacleChureh,
at its last communion, received eight
(adult) members, on confession of faith.
with more to follow.

PLeEasaNt River anp Omnio, N.S.—
Rev. J. Shipperly has resigned his pas-
torate of these churches, and expects to
leave at the cluse of his fourth year with
them, which will expire at the end of
April. Mr. Shipperly has received,and
is considering, a cordial and numerously
signed invitation to labour with the
church at Chebogue, N.S. But his pre-
sent churches are making efforts to re-
tain him as their pastor, and we under-
stand that the members are unanimously
opposed to his leaving them.

A MissioNary CHURCH.—At a Te-
cent meeting on behalf of our Mission-
ary Society, it was stated by one of the
missionary pastors ot Nova Scotia, that
his church was very poor, and had largely
to be assisted by the Society, and that,
therefore, he might be expected to give
some statement as to its work, in order
that the Missionary Society might judge
as to whether it deserved to be so liber-
ally aided, or was worthy of being sus-
tained.

The mission field, he said, in connec-
tion with his church was extensive. One
preaching station was situated over tif-
teen miles from the principal one, an-
¢ other in another direction was eleven ;
two others were not so remote, but all
on very rough roads for the greater part
of the year. He had driven, the week
before, 109 miles on his mission work,
" had preached six times, conducted three
_ prayer meetings, a church meeting, and
" a Bible class, visited the sick, and bap-
- tized threc children, administered the
ardinance of the Lord’s Supper, and
received one new member.  He said that
such work, combined with fervent
prayer, paid in results for the Master’s
cause ; for in a little over three years
 that church had received ninety-two
: members; he had baptized over seventy-

five persons ; united in wedlock, forty ;
been the means of introducing two win-
isters to the oversight of churches in the
Province ; had recommended two young

)
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men to Bangor Seminary, where they
are now undergoing theological training,
with a view to the ministry ; while two
or three other young men, members of
the church, are at private study, also
with this view. A new church, consist-
ing of forty-two members, has also been
recently formed from it, and materials
are being prepared for the erection of a
house of worship at another station. Are
such missionary stations worth sustain-
ing ¥—Com.

MISSIONARY MEETINGS—NOVA
SCOTIA DISTRICT.

The annual missionary meetings in
connection with our churchesin Queen’s
County, N. S., were continued on the
26th,27th and 28th February, making six
meetings held in connection with as
many churches in this neighbsurhood
during the month, Pleasant River and
Ohio having been reported in the Caxa-
pIAN INDEPENDENT last month.

A well attended meeting was held at
the handsome and spacious church edi-
fice in Liverpool, on the evening of the
13th February, and was addressed by
the pastor, Rev. D. McGregor, M.A .,
the Revs. J. Shipperley, H. Peckover,
and M. Lowry, and J. Shenton (Meth.),
G. O. Gates (Bap.). A larger collectiou
than usual was taken up, amounting to
over S$14, exclusive of subscriptions,
which are not all in.

On the afterncon of the 14th, the de-
putation visited and addressed a meet-
mgat Beach Meadows,—exhorting those
present to more devotedness to the Lord,
and to greater zeal and activity.in His
service. The inhabitants of this village
depend mainly on the fisheries for their
subsistance, and some of the most de-
voted members of this church are a
great part of their time ¢“ doing business
n the great waters” of the broad Atlan-
tic, the deep roar of whose waves and
breaking billows is generally the accom-
paniment of the service of song in this
little sanctuary, seeming to bring whis-
pers from many recent worshippers with-
m its walls to wives and mothers still
bemoaning the loss of dear ones engulph-
ed in a watery grave.

In the evening the meceting was held
in Brooklyn, where the spacious house
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was moderately filled. Addresses were
given by cur four ministers. Some ap-
propriate pieces were well rendered by
the choir, and a good collection was
taken up, considering the “hard times.”
Contributions are to follow.

The meetings were brought to a close
with one at Milton on the 15th  This
church has been supplied for about
three months by Rev. M. Lowry, a most
earnest and spiritually minded minister

OFFICIAL.

|
]
of the Gospel, full of love and zeal for |
his Master’s catise. The deputation |
were here assisted by Rev. Mr. Brown,
of the Baptist church. 'he mecting |
was full and interesting. Both pa<‘ors |
of churches, as well as the churches .
themselves, have received strength from
these missionary meetings, and we trust
the missionary exchequer may be by
their means as much aided as in former .
years. J.o s

Officral,

Caxapy CoNgrEGaTIONAL MIssiox-
sry Sociery.—I beg to acknowledge
with thanks, a donation of Miss Cook, of
Hadleigh, Sufiolk, England, as a me-
mento of her brother, the late Wm.

! Cook, Esq., late of Dunnville, Ontario,

of §100.00 ; also from the executors of
Muys. Sarah Jean Fuiler, Iate of King-
ston, Messrs. Massic and Chailey, a
legacy of 876.83.

I have alsv 10 state, that up to this
date, advances for the January quarter

:are unpaid to the amount of §795.00 ;

. —Reeeived

that the accounts close on the 15th April,

. and that there is no prospect, thus far,
. of ability to remit the checks for the

April quarterage before that date, if fully
then.
Hexny WiLKEs,
Uen. Sec.-Treus.
Montreal, 20th March, 1877,

CoxareaarioNal Covtece or BN AL
since last acknowledge-
ment :—

. Montreal (Emmanuel Church). $289 00

PAlton, Ont Lo L Lol 229

Waterville, Que. ... L 5 00
: [nverness, ‘¢ e e e 8 10
¢ Mrs. McGregor, Listowel . ... 1 00

Miss Cook, as a memento of
her brother, the late Wm.
Cook, Esq., Dunville,Ont. 100 00

$£405 39

date from all
el .83,195 37
.. 3,541 42

Receipts to
SOUrCes s oo
Payments, current Session

Due Treasurer..... $346 05
R. C. JAMIESON,
Treasurer.
Montreal, 26th March, 1877.

Coxc. CorL. or B. N. A.—Expow-
MENT Funp, — I acknowledge with

thanks a bequest of the late C. H.
Peck, Esq., to this fund, by the hands -
of Mr. Sheriff Patrick, of Brockville, and
others, exccutors and trustees, being for
the sum of $500.
Hexry WILRES,
Treasurer.
Montreal, 20th March, 1877.

ReTirep Pasrtors’ FuNp.—Received
since last announcemnent :—-

Warwick, Zion Church, colleet-
ed by Miss Eliz. Thomas...... Si6 00

J. C. Darrox,
Treaswrer.

Tnr Eastery Towxsnies Assocra-
TION meets iu Lennoxville, Que., on the
second Tuesday in May (8th), 1877, at
4p m.

ArcH. DUFF,
Seribe.
Sherbrooke, March 20th, 1877.




WHICH SUCCEEDED?

The death of Cornelius Vanderbilt re-
moves the last of the famous trio of
millivnaires: Astor, Stewart, Vander-
bilt. The first was a capitalist, and
might have existed in the palmy days of
Greece or Rome ; the second was a mer-
chant, and had his prototype in the
burghers of Amsterdam in the last cen-
tury ; but the third could have existed
only in the present age : Watt, Fulton,
and Stephenson were the creators of his
career,

The man who began by running a
forry-boat between Staten Island and
New York at 18 cents a passenger, and
ended by completing and directing the
only four-track railroad in the world, is
generally accounted an exceptionally
successful man. He was one of the
most remarkable men New York ever
produced. He possessed a large brain ;
his physique was magnificent, a study
for the sculptor; his powers of endur-
ance were great; his intuitive know-
ledge of men was a gift; he combined a
grasp of great principles with a compre-
hension of minute details, » combination
rare even in exceptional men ; he had
the foresight of a prophet with the cau-
tion of a man of afluirs ; and he gave
himself to success with a tenacity of
purpose which is always the condition of
achievement. Such a combination of
characteristics would have made him
eminent in whatever age his lot had
. been cast. Had he been an ecclesiastic
| he would have been a Gregory ora Hilde-
» brand ; had he been a king he would
; have been a Charlemagne or a Napo-

leon.
i His energy and enterprise have con-
i ferred great material benefits upon the
| public. He began by substantially
founding the ferry between New York
and Staten Island, which ought to be
. her best, as it is by nature her most
beautiful suburb. He was one of the

'
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creators of what has since grown to be
the great natural highway between New

York and Philadelphia. He was chief

among the promoters of steun navigation .

He !

on the Sound and wp the Hudson.
opened an ocean route for the early emi-
gration to California ; and the discom-
furts of that much-abused line were less
due to any fault of his than incidental
to a crowded traffic on a new highway.
He brought the Harlem Railroad up

from n seemingly hopeless bankruptey, :

and his consolidation and adinistration
of the Hudson River and Central Rail-
roads has conferred on the State a benefit
second only to that derived from the Erie
Canal.

But these public benefits were wholly
in the material realm.  He put forth no
power to make men wiser or better in
character and life. They were inci-

dental, we might almost say accidental.

He was abundantly, even exorbitantly,
paid for them. True, he gave a church
to the ““Strangers” in New York city,
and founded a university in Tennessee ;
and the good he has thus done will out-
run and outlast all his other successes.
But if men of moderate means were to
give only in the proportion in which he

gave, charity would be cold and poverty '

poor indeed. The Lazarus that sat at
the gate ate only the crumbs that fell
from the rich man’s table.

Within a few days another man has
died : not in his own mansion ; not sur-
rounded by affectionate friends and all
endearments; not with half a dozen phy-
sicians, and nurses numerous ; not with
his name from day to day mentionedin the

papers ; not with the thermometer of his -

life recorded, as in the weather depart-
ment every change of temperature is
recorded.
utterable horror—for in that terrific
plunge made through the broken bridge
at Ashtabula it would secem as though
all the gorgons had cowe together ; and
whatever could be done by heat, by cold,

He died in the midst of un- -
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by ltruises, by rending, by piercing,
whatever conld be done by burning and
by laceration, was done. There Mr,
Bliss died: nota great man ; notagreal
thinker ; not a great poet; not a great
wmusician ; but a man whose whole life
was devoted, seriously and earnestly
and sweetly, to the work of softening,
curiching and ennobling the dispositions
of men.  His hymns will not last as
Watts's have lasted, nor as Wesley's;
but they have been adapted to eertain
wants in our time, and they have moved
the whole generation of schools and
churches.  His melodies will not last as
the music of Mozart, or Beethoven, or
that of & host of others ; and yet they
have been a power in this land. And
the songs written by Mr. Bliss have been
a silent influence as sweet and as gen-
tle as dew and rain in swmmer, and
they have nourished ten thousand times
ten thousand tender roots, and they
have caused spiritual joys and sacred
emotions to spring up almost more in
number than flowers that are made
to spring up by the shadows of sum-
mer.

Here was & man unknown, except as
a sweet singer in Israel; his life has
suddenly ceased. A few papers men-
tioned him; but he had no elaborate
biographies, no editorial eulogies; he
held vo such place in the world’s esteem
as Mr. Vanderbilt had. And yet.though
Mr. Vanderbilt was unutterably vasterin
statnre both of body and mind, and unut-
terably stronger in the lower range of
strength, Mr. Bliss has done the far
wvrander work. He has sweetened life.
He opened the door through which ten
thousand souls have seen the otherworkl.
He has made the heavens transparent.
He has quickened faith. He has nour-
ished love. He has caused joy to bud
aund to blossom. He has made religion
to he effulgent. He has brought some-
thing of the very spirit of the heavenly
chauts down to earth, and made little
i children understand the glory of the
; Saviour'slove. To servants, to poor un-
Uettered women, he has been as the
! tongue of the Lord. A gentle lambent
! flame, not visible, has rested on his
j head, as upon the pentecostal feast;
i and the years that he haa lived have
. been put into the work of developing,

]
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ameliorating, and sanctifying the dispo-
sitions of men,

The work of the one was material, of
the other spiritual ; the work of the one
was for time, of the other for eternity ;
the one built railroads and founded
steamship lives, the other helped to
found character and to build men.—
Christian Undon.

MR. MOODY CATECHISED.

On the second day of the New England
Christian Conveution, in Boston, Mr.
Moody was request ¢ to  answer the
* Question Drawer.” The following are -
some of the questionsand repliesi—

Q. Would you encourage little child-
ren togo to chureh? A, Certainly I
would. It is better to let them commmence
as soon as they can.  Let them begin so
young that they cannot tell when they
began. Some people think that little !
children disturb the congregation. I ¢
don’t see why they should be disturbed '
by a baby in church more than at home. '
I like to hear them. (Laughter.) I don’t:
see why a whole audience should be dis-
turbed by a little child crying. Mothers '
who don’t have any servants to take care :
of their children, ought to be encouraged ¢
to come and bring their children. If
they are not reached, I don’t know what
will become of the masses, because the
masgses of the people are not able to hire
servants. When a mother has five or six
children, and she is encouraged to bring
them to church, they get in the habit of -
coming then, and that i1s agood thing.

Q. How would you cure a chronie,
fanli-finding member? A, Pray for
him. Pray God to cast the devil out.
Because it must be a devil.  Many peo-
ple hinder the Word of God by just '’
finding fault. They do not like the:
way revivals are conducted. They say -
it was not so in the days of our fathers.
They say they did things then in such !
and such a way, and they want it sonow. '
But beeause God acted in a certain way !
years ago, is that any reason that it
should be so now? These men who:
find fault, do more harm in the church -
than twenty do good. When I first be- -
gan to preach, I thought it wag my duty
to find fault everywhere, and so 1 went °
round scolding, and I got tc be looked
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upon in a little while as a public bore,
and a great nuisance ; and then 1 stop-
. ped finding fault, and began to preach
- Christ, and people liked to hear me,
There are a good many men who have
great talents, and might do a good deal
of good, who are coutinnally finding
- fault,  Their hands, Ishmael-like, are
against everybody.  Louvk at Stephen
. and Barnabas, and the early Christians,
, We dan't find them finding fault ! They
" were holding up and preaching Christ,
; and that is what this world wants.
. Q. How are we to get more life into
. our prayer-meetings ? A. Get more into
" yourselves first. (Laughter.) If there
Uis no life in a man it is hard work for
him to put any into others.  Get out of
, the old rutg and have a change. Tn some
prayer-mectings it is the customn of hav-
ing Deacon Jones or White pray, and
then the miniister reads some great long
chapter, and before he gets through he
talks all the spirit out of the meeting,
and then they go home.  It’s no wonder
young peaple don’t come to prayer-meet-
ings. Have variety—new hymns, once
iu a while. Get people close together.
. 1 have seen many a meeting lost by the
people being scattered. People scatter
away from the minister, as if they
thought they would eatch some disease
near him. (Laughter.) There is no
. power at all in such meetings. Have a
live mecting, and get the people right up
near you. If they don’t come, have a
| pulpit on wheels, and roll it right down
among them. Don’t have one of these
great box affairs where they can't sce
you.  If you can’t do any better take a
chair and stand upon that. And then
Just let them all gather around and have
perfect freedom and sympathy. Then
have the place of meeting well ventila-
ed.  Sometimes the janitors forget to
open the windows. Ihave been in some
«f them when it seemed as though there
was the same air there that there was
twenty years ago. (Laughter.) People
who have been working out in the open
air all day come in there and they feel
just like going to sleep, and then they
lay it on the minister.” Have the room
ventilated, and warm and light and
cheerful. Have short prayers. If any
une prays five minutes justgo up to him
after the meeting is over, and say,

[
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* brother Jones,” or whatever his name
is, ““ L wish you wouldn't pray so long
to munrow pight.” T say five mmutes,
svwie pray fifteenwinutes ; I don't know
any meeting that can stand that.  If
you can't pray short, don’t pray at all,
These men who make long prayers are
generally the anes that pray least at
home. They are generally prayerless
prayers, and they take the spirit right
out of the meeting. You ought to make
the prayer-meeting the most attractive
mesting in the church during the
week.

Q. May not a minister be too personal
in his sermons? A. Well, T don't know,
It scems to me that is what we want.
Some men cover up points so that people
won't see them. I think it is beuter to
bring them out.  Personal preaching is
effective. It is not a bad thing fora man
who is sound asleep ; it wakes him up. ;
Wlien Dr. Taylor was preachingsopower- |
fully, I was aunoyed at seeing a man .
gound asleep near the platform. I asked |
Dr. Gordon to wake him up, and he .
lovked at me in amazement. 1 think it
is a religious duty to wake them up.
(Laughter.) It is terribly annoying toa
man to be preaching and have a man
sound asleep right in front of him. A
little punch of the e¢lbow may save that
man. I remember I used to go up into
the gallery when I was a boy, and get
into a comfortable place and go to sleep.
And when I went to Mt Vernon Church
L used to go to sleep there.  Andone day !
when I was up there in the gallery sound
asleep, a young man from Harvard Col-
lege, I think—and I shall always feel
very grateful to him—1I wish I knew his |
name-—gave me a punch with his elbow, .
and I looked up, and I said to myself, .
Who has been telling Dr. Kirk about
me! I woke up just ab the right time.
1t was just the place in the sermon that
hit my case. The perspiration stood out
all over me. I never felt socheap in my
life, and I thought if I only got out of
that church I would never go there again.
It did me a great deal of good to wake
me up. So when you see a man asleep

near you, wake him up.  In my opinion |
the bulk of the preaching goes over the

heads of the people. What we want is,
preaching for effect. Some people say,
“ Oh, that sermon is all preached for ef-
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fect.” Of course it is ; that is what we
I want—to wake people up.
" Q. What shall we do with the awful
. pauses in our meetings?  A. Well, they
can be avoided, I think, if the minister
is free and social, aud makes cvery one
feel at home. These pauses are just the
times when that man, or that lady who
is not in the habit of speaking, can rcad
a verse from God’s Word which they
have found precious . their souls. In
this way they car _.in confidence to
speak. A good many people have an
idea that they must follow the minister
and preach a sort of sermon; but a
word from the Bible often carries great
comfort.

Q. Would you announce a subject for
prayer previous to the mecting? A, 1
would. It has been dune in our church
in Chicago, and it has been a great help
to our prayer-weetings. We want to
i have these meetings a sort of family
- gathering, where the mother who has a
son out of Christ can bring him before
Jesus, and the whole church bear up her
petition to the Lord. United prayer in
faith that God will answer our petition
will surely bring Lack blessing.

Q. Would vou encourage women to
fspeak? A. In a social prayer-meeting
I would encourage any one to speak.
We want to get all ¢hristians at work in
the service of Chris:.

Q. How would you break up the habit
of making long prayers?! A. I think
. ministers nced find no trouble, if they
are honest with their people. They like
real plain talk. T should speak to a man
making long prayers privately, not pub-
. licly, and say to him: ¢ Your prayers
need a little more unction ; they are too
long for the meeting.” Exhortation
ought not to take the place of prayer,
but it is better to have an exhortation
than a prayerless prayer. That is an
abomination in the sightof God and men.
Some people seem to keep on praying
because they don’t know where to stop.
Let therc be always a distinet object in
prayer. I have been dissatisfied at some
i of the men’s meetings in the Tabernacle
because men prayed for nothing, but
merely exhorted.

Q. What would you do if a man, whose
piety the church distrusts, attempts to
speak? A. I would never allow him to
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speak. The best way is to deal fairly |
and squarely with the people. 1 would |
rather hurt a man’s feelings than to
have the church injured. A man who
pays fifty cents on a dollar, when he
could pay one hundred cents on a dollar,
had better keep still.

— |
A FRIENDLY DOG.

A Radnorshire lady, who was married
in March, and came to reside in York-
shire, recently paid a visit to her father,
whe, before she was married, had kept
two or three sheep-dogs, of which she
was very fond. Since then he has re-
tired from business and disposed of all
but one dog. This one mef, the lady with
demonstrations  of great delight upon
her arrival at her father's house, and
that night the dog went a distance of
seven miles to a farm house where one
of the other dogs had been sent (the lat-
ter was blind, but kept as being an old
favourite). In the worning when the
lady went to the door, she not only saw
the dog which had given her such a glad
reception the day previously, but also
the old blind one, which had evidently
been brought by the other dog to wel-
come her. When the second night came,
the 0ld blind dog was taken back to its
home by the same dog, which afterwards
returned, having travelled a distance of
twenty-cight niles to give pleasure to
his blind friend.—Land and Water.

INTERNATIONAL 8. S. LESSONS.
SECOND QUARTER.

April 1.—The Oil Increased.—2 Kings iv. 1-7,
¢ 8,—The Shunammite's Son.—2 Kingsiv. 25-27.
« 15.—Naaman the Leper.—2 Kings v. 1-14.
¢ 922 —Gehazi the Leper.—2 Kings v. 20-27.
¢« 29, - Elisha at Dothan,--2 Kings vi. 8-18.

May 6.—The Famine in Samaria.-—2 Kingsvii. 1‘.!-20.
¢ 18.--Jehu the King.—2 Kings x. 20-31.
« 20 —Jonah at Nineveh.—Jonah iii. 1-10.

« 97._The Death of Elisha.—2 Kings xiii. 14-21.
June 3.—The Lamentation of Amos.—Amos v, 1-15.
¢« 10. - The Promise of Revival.—Hosea xiv. 1-9.

« 17.— The Captivityof Isract.—2 Kings xvii, 6-18.
“ 24.—Review.




