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A SHORT, HISTORICAL SETOH OF PREETHOUGHT
IN CAN~ADA.

Soma tinte ln tho fall 01 1873 Mr. Allen Pringle, cf Selby, Mr. 1
A- Bl. 'Roe, cf Napaneo, and a fen- ocher bold spirits amongst the 1
Freetisinkers cf Canada, invitod Mr. B. ri. tTnderwood, of Boston, j
to tukp up a debate in flic Lowaî of Napaneat with the lLev. Mr.
Marple.s, a gentleman cf ability and good standing in the Pmo-
byteian C'hîurch cf Canda.b

The subject cf debate lîaviu.- been à&elected,. Mr. blarplesi
took tie affirmative, andi Mr. Undervot follovred witît suecb
nîarked ability tlîat soon atter another neeting %vas arrangeti
hi Tononto, whlen a vcry iteresting dehatu teck, place bc-
tvccn these representative mien, and the -ireuntstance cf titis
debate discloscd Lthe fact that thero mere mnany Ftcetlîinkers lan
Toronto, cspecially amonget to educated. Mr. T. P. Thoînpson,
cf tIse iiatioiial, atnd very widely knovwn as IlJianuel Brîggi;."
zissisteti by thse late '.%r. Hoskims, .f to MAail, unuî'rtaak the
task cf forming in te Quoen City of te WVest, andi 'hicit ay bp
termei te bicautiftil citv of eleprist elures, 'what was thoen called
the Libenîl Association cf Toronto. Mr. Tlîompson beame its
second President, n gentleman whli 'vas, firat appointed abdieating~ i
and leaving tho post cf honor, and, indeed, one cf saite danger to i
M.r. Thompson. Otr friandi IlJirîueV' ably anti ionorably dis- 1
chargea te then arducus duties cf Uic office, niaking, contrnry te~
gcacral expectation, tmamy friends, and n-len at length callcd annyt

ta a bigh position oun flhc Boston Tvrdfer, a vcry handsoîaiu tes-
timnonialin good words n-as presented1 ta te fiatiter, friend. and
able leader cf Freetitouglit in Toronto. Upon thre ratirement cf
'Mr-. Thîctpson, Mrt. J. Ick, Evans n-as electeti President, ti te 1
Association liaci by titis timo bc;comte sufliciently strong te hie ablo 1
teali nt atble men ta the several offices cf te Firs andi Second 1
'Vice Presidents. 11r. Robet Green and bir. W. B3. Cooko wre 1
the first te talze, cffice, andi titese, n-ith an excellent business cona.
zaittea consisting cf fit-o xnembors, Ly titeir ablo managementt
ploccd the Liberal Association of Toronto upan a f«oting n-hici
hasaincoeciisîimd its splendid siucess. Mie office of Secretary lbas
durixtg titi n-hole tint0 bea aLly fillcd b3 Mr. R1. B3. Butlanti, n-lia
gives cvery Sunday ai-coing before the lecture a short sclentifie
reading front UiaSckcl and aLter mcientîfle miLliers cf ccîuat ability,
tires erasuring at overy maetin- of the society ain intercsting in-
sight into tItis important and highly edifying lites-ature. Thte
office cf Treasurer cf theo Association bat Lec- héla by a youn-g.
but very prcaikadng member, 31-% E. F. ttley, n-ho aise acte as I
Librarian and discharges the many duties cf bis several effictsî
wi' l advantagie theli saciety andi ;tth, infinîte credit ta bitaself. t

In contiection uith Vie libratry cf soa thre huiadred vainuablo
ana itigitly intcresting «Volumes, %vliero a.il bave done mia mucit ,iti
would perbaps Le iavidious ta mention naines ; suffie it te say
that thte members and frientis cf the Association, by their gifLa,
lean-4, and subscriptions, hava performed a mark the -value cf
-wici ta progressive Frecthought in Canada it is impossible ta 1
overestimate. Thtis library now contains scientîfle, tlîa'logical,
~historical, andi philoaopitiml works, makîng with others a col-

lct'Iln such ais coula perhaps net La matchati zort cf the forty-
tî' arallel.I

*Saca after te fornmation cf thte Torantit Libéral Association it
n-as determined ta pr-ocure Mr. B. F. lUndermeocd te deliver n
Can&'so cf lectures, and Albert Hall, Yongo strect, Torontoa, having I

becti pern*miently rented by tlic Association, Yir. Underwood.
delivered bis firat courso of threo lectures; in that betiutiftil hall to
cravdcd lieouses, and tis cii-curast.ance no doubt forma the turning
point ia the affiuirs of this igihly liruviL e aocivty.

\Ve neccui iot reinark ulsosî tho ilittrtî.vi, uib.uîity, or itbd;ity of
N\ia rildertooti lu siljeCIs, wert chuSI fur hbau by the ;main-
ligu.nent of the .\ssoedation, à1Au aithotîgli hu wvu bouant by the

*flection tîmus made, lie bucceeded] hi 1,n î, aîîad illâtruvtnzÎ lits
large audiences of bot Clîristians aînd Frcctltink-rs in rucli a
mariner Liant bis lectîîring in Torontu ia now coule to bo lookod
upon an un iintellectual treat cf tlic îcry higliest order, antd floth
Christians aînd Freethinkers bail bis u'hcnt anionigst thei with
feelings of unîinigl.«ed picasure and delight.

This faîct cntries with it an impoitanco wvhich inay be ea.sily
overlook.ed. Titi' easy, genUcemanly, atnd non-coînbative style of
Mr ITnderwood iç cilctilated te do more for fio advane of Freo
Tholiglît in a few years titan could be donte by centuries of
azgressive or violent dentinciation. There is a plcasing, logical,
conviincing inonner in the' delivery of Mr. UJndervood titat niakes,
him equally belovcd by (liristian and Fmeethinkier, and %va trust
thert' is n future fer titis gentleman pregniant %vith lonîg life, uialb
piness, ami sttcccss in a bi-her degrree titan that iisuadly falling te
the lot of te inliabitants of tin mitndano spliere

The lectures iii Toronto of Mr. rnderwood brouglit as firarors,
geutlpinei frein ail Iarts of the country, ia additiurn to tiioso of
long k-nown FPrceptouglit procli% ities , rnany of theso latter coin-
mnuniac-d titeir dtsire, te the officers of the society tu hav-o estab-
lislied sorte utNins by vhîicla tlîey coula bx-couic mure intiniately
known te cadi other, andi by whlich tltty could so comînunicato
their di'sircs tliat t1ho large Fa-céthlit elcmezît of Canada couad
unitl: in social liai nt-ny, and tii desire was tho more ardently
expresseil front thse fact that the general peaof Canada %vas sot
tueit afraiti of its own bigotedi~îpr thLt it dared flot to pub.
lislà report, coinriu nication, or aditertisentent froin the pen of any

'recetlinker. Tho only instance ta the contrary iras wlien a
n.arrow-ininded, intolerant, and canting commuînication ta bhe
.11ai had licen inscrted calling upjua the Street RZailwaý Cupany
Wo diruiloi the advcrtiscmcnt uf flic Vîîdterwuod lectures, tis
bêing iltc cnly nicans of advertisingti-,î Vie lft open Ly te ill-
ndvised bigotry or supcnînnuated Puittnisin This palier lind
thre maznlincss ta allait une reply, andi titis britug-ht the liera of
Puritanisni cot!îpletcly upon bis kncos, thre severci rap wbiieh lie
rectiveti over te knuckies bas been hieM exver sinco in hivclv r-c-
nieabrnco. Tio itutmor of tlîis attacl., tegôcthrr wlt uths of
te saine 11k, bav'e kept ut a rtesPetrtl distance. The, nipidly

grwing- i.,itvllignce of Cata-dians Las nottgmrun ten operations
of fanat:Icisin %vhich nlow bid*s its heas- uttder thre mantle of

foocting tine.
Thoe natural consceq-ce of Liais fanatical action cf t press, cf

Toronto made it incumbent on tho Freetiiinkers if possible Wo pro
,vide a means of inter-comnittiitioti amonhait tltcmsehces, and a
convention of thc Frieaa cf ilbcrty lîaving been proposed, andi
rec&iviug thre atscnt of Lte Toronto Libýcr.d 1"îociation, steps
vere takzen ta advertise ati mucli as posstble is first meeting ini
.Albert IdIl, Toronto, en 4.Ntril W4, 15, and 16, 1877.

Provious ta the meeting of titis convention titi rrsident land
paiti a ývisit to Boston and mao trrangements vit.h Mesars. Mcn-
Juin and Scvrby wlsicit a Canadiiaît dejuartient was cstablisited
in %bat valitable oid li"erai advocatr, titis Boston Innîxtial,,r, and
a nîcans of tidrertisecct in tItis and otLcr liberal papers was
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opelced whieh bas laid Candian Fnotlîoiiglt under a debt cf dep
obligation te tho gentlemen bafore iramed, andi those editors who
kindly publisheti notices cf tho intondeti meeting in Teronto. By
theso menns n large raid influential assemblage wvas the gratifying
resuit. Resolutirna as lierauinder werc adopiteti, andi a nicat cor-
dial anti cathusiastia session wvas cencludeti with resuita as sliowî
by the' -osolutieus bafare nuantionoti, anai vhieli 'ul lia foti in
the Sccretary's report.

By tho able management cf tic Solicitor of tic Association,
:Nfr. Mcek, the incorporation ef tlîc Freotlîought, Association of
Canada is now a fact, nti Freethinkers of Cenada gonerally nîay
plume themnsolves upon tha circumstance that howover obnoxieus
Frcetlîought ay be te crthodoxy, it8 establishiment in Canada
bas roceived thc legs1 sanction cf tho lsw cf tha Iand, andi that
tho imprimatcur cf anc cf the Jutiges cf Canada onables theni te
talcs theur stand as a legally enrdlleti body>, roccgitized by Ian',
truth, andi justice, though net by a bigoted. precss. The saine legal
gentleman has aie obtaineti the incorporation cf tihe Ontario Fre-
thoug-lit Pilting anti Publislilu; Company.

Wa should bo doing a seieus injustice te thea peopleocf Toronto
if wa dicq nct put on record the curicus fact that, euly in a fow in-
stanme, sud these cf a miner chai-ater, bas any attempt heen
mada at persecution.

Tira attitude cf the Taronto people bas been oria cf surprtise and
wander. They attend thea meetings in large numbers in Albaert
Hlall, and although thora is occasionally a strcng show of opposi-
tien, yot t'he ordor andi dignity cf the proccedings hbave remaintil
undisturbei, and one of the mnt cheering facs -which have coine
te oui- knowledga is the circîîmst.auce tlîat large premises cf sup.
port aid sympatliy have heen matie snd aictually gitan to our
Associ&tion by many cf tha leading business nnd educateti mon cf
the city andi country.

The d&y is net distant (thougli we are net usually of tlîa specu-
lativo bc-liof), but n'a ara safo in repeating tlîat it is aur opinion
tint thc pi-css cf Teronte will finti their breati huttereti by botter
zeaterial than pricstly caiit-. The Limie has arrived Nvwhen the busi-
ness andi botter infornici mon cf Llîis csscîitially trading and
travelliag conmiuitv require stronger intellctua! food titan is
usually givoiî by i-ant, cant, andi crucifix;i andi tlîc milk snd water
effusions of our dsily preoss ara rapidly bacomna as nauseating te
sensible pecople as rue anti wornwood te a bcaithy stomneb. We
comment! te oui- conteinporaries a careful study cf tlîis fact
Public opiniur in those rogions mareï frequently leads tha pi-os
than do thc press public opinion. This shouiti net ha se, and --f3
trust our-journalistic frientis wilI look te their laurels.

The cstabiisliment andi incorporation ci the Ciînadian Fm-a
thouglit Association assumes tliat branches wvill bo speedly foi-mati
in oeri section cf fhc ccuîatry, and alîeady branches are apcnod
at Toronto, Meaford, Owen Soundi, Lindsay, Nàpanea, Ottawa,
anti ether places, sud as speedily as possible, thesa w'll ba put on
tarmes of affitiation with thea National Society non' cf Toronto. It
will hae se by tho resohîtion govcrning the formation cor brandi
socies tiret nI PrqWsidents of thesa associations will ba ex-officie
Vice-Prcsidcnts cf tha National Society, andi these, wvith tho
momemhrsbip othcrwisc provideti, will gira each brandi a fair rep.
resentation iu the councils cf tha national body, wio Nwiil assemabla
in convention nt iest oce a ycar, immcdiately before Christmas,
tis bcing thouglit te ho the moat aonvcxiient tinia for inembors te
lcaestlueur homnes te attend a meeting in Torbato, or axiy ot.her
place tiat may hc% deterajineti at tha meeting cf the provieus con-
'Vention.

One cf tiîo fi-at actes of the convenîtion 'vas te authorizo tire
j)ublicatioXL cf ajournai. A ccmpilany n'as forniet for that pur.
pose, anda a provisional, directorate appointeti. à. steck list
n'as apcnad, and a subsffiption list la aise cestablist.
Rczma $1,500> cf storck, n'ac iamediateiy subsci-ibed, and $1,000
more has bora handsomely promiacd i>y Mnr Albert White, cf
Aylme;, as n'ai! as oonsideabla ans h- taioua nienbers cf
Freathoughit societies ini othar sections. The directorato hava
.overy confidence that this fall will produos a suficiant subscrip-
tien cf stock and for tira palier te n'arrsnt tho permanent publies-

tion cf the journial nt an carly date, say by the mieeting of the
next convention in Toronto, December 2nd, 1877.

In tIra nicantime, frein information rceivcd and upon tho
strang recomm!endatioli of Mr. B3. F. Underwood, this initial
number bas been issued se as te givo the friends of tho pnpCr an
opportinity of procuring suîbscribers wbo natuially 'vish te bave
a samplo of the work for which they ar te subseribe, and the
present number is intended te show tira frietîds of the paper tho
style, tono, and extent of Lliat in wlîieb Canadian Frectiiin<rs
mnust ncessarily foc! univereally interetod.

'%Vc most haartily comment! the PFnELTnOVOUT JOURîNAL tO itS
friends, and whilo cong-ratulating thoran upon their niagnificont
success in the, past wonld seriously urge the neceSsity of the cor-
dial union of ovcry friand of libnrty of thotight, speech, and per-
son. LUt our countryinen tlîrow off thea swaddling clotiies of an
infant intiSleetuality. Lot tboin ramanibar it is only by tho dis-
semination arnengst the mnultitude of liv:ing trutha supported by
thea logic of science that true manbood can escape frein the 01(1
blinducscf dogtatie thoclogy. Thera rnayLe differonce cf opinion
as te mentus, but ini the end desiret! thera can bie but anc opinion.

J. 1. EVANS.

GAINÂDIAN FREETHOUGHET'OONVBNTION.

FiV-sL Session, .dpril 1th 1877.

In aceordance with a circular issued by thea Taranto Liberal
Association, a Convention of the Freothinliors of Canada n'as heid
in A.lbert Hall, Taronto, an Satnrday tia 14th cf April, 1877, anti
following days.

The .&ssmbly rocin n'as bandsoniely decoratod with bannerets
pendant, caci bannaeret dis1pý.yin- tho naine cf a notoil martyr te.
ignorant bigotry, or cf soea faînous apostia cf Froo-enquiry
lier twin sister Science.

J. I. Evaits, Pi-caident of the Toronto Liberal Association, teck
tcnîpcrary possfflion cf tho chair; PL Greena, let Vice-President,
tIra Vice chair, ami R. B. Butland, Sccretary, the Secretaryship.

The meeting listing been dnly callad te erder, the Presidant cf
the Toronto Libers! Association delivercd n nddress of wclcome
te the dûlegates.

The report cf the Tmtrer-Librarian, 'Mr. L Filey, wras reat!
andi discloscd that tho Toroente Association was pragressuîg mar-
vellonsly. Aè~ r,-uniarkabla fesature bcing tho statement that the
Society was fîrac from, delbt, zave a delit cf gratitude te thoso whose
turne anti moncy have beon unsparing3 lavisheti in its nid.

The Prfzident presented a i-avion' cf tho rien andi prcgrcss cf tha
Liberal Ass1ý!ation in Taronto.

The chair n'as thon vacateti and the Convention rcquested te
appoint its cwn chiairnian.

It was moned by Mr. P. B. Underwecd, secandeti by Mr. W.
Sissen, thut Mr. J. 1. Evans bo permanent Chairman cf the Con-
venîtion. The motion bcing put by thea Seretaty, n'as doclareti
carried, unanirnousi;.ý

J. I. Evans, an taking the Chair, azpressad bis sonse cf tbe
houer conformad, andi callati fer the appeintinent cf Secrctary.

it n'as monedby W. J. PR. Hargnîvo, secondod by C. A. Scsd-
ding, that John T. Hawk o cfist Sccrotary cf tho Convention.

It n'as movoti by S. B. Davenprt, scanded by W. J. RL Hnr-
grave, that 11. B. flutianti bc second Secretary of tha Convention.

Thec Chairnian thon reati folloning list cf naines cf Canadieni
andi athar Freethinlzmerscdorsing the Convention, but who wcon
inablo te bc pi-osent :

Horace Seaver and J. P. Thompson, Boston; IL L. Grecen,
Salanianea, N. Y.; Allen Pringie, Solby, Ont.; T. W%. Harman,
Bolls Corners, Ont.; roter Dowssott, Connecticut; D. J. Estelle,
Carlii-ue; Jno. MIcbillan, Oshawa; James Thonipson, Sarnia;
J. Gi-caves, Collinrwood; W%. Il- Evans, Bewrnsnville; A. JR.
Lilly, Pîcten, N. S; D. Payno, Marmoera; T. R Dopris, Kings-
ton ; Jno. L Taylor, Menti-cal; Franîcis Van do Bogart, W. D). Leo
Seur, Ottaiwa; Wm. 3lacKay, courtlandt; Wn. N. Watson,
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*Seatorth; Charles D. B, Muller, Michigan; Jno. S. Arthur, Diii-
hionnie, N. S., George Hovenden, Tiroli; Wmi. Stew~art, Ottawa;
Win. Camipbell, Seaforth.

The first Secratary rend a jetter froni Mr. Allen Pringlo of
Selby, Ont, regretting not being able to attend, and fully

* ondorsing the Convention.
Tho Seoretaries preed the following ul8 of namnes of 1bona

fide attendants a,; dolegatas ta the Convention:
Mrs. S. A. Unâerwaod, Messes. B3. F. tTnderwood and W. S. Bell,

Boston, Mass., 'W. McDonnell, J. G. IV. Martin and W. J. Logie,
of Linds-ay, On tarie. ; W. Sisson, Port Hfope ; J. Groom, Muaford ;
Jas. B3rown, Gait; John F.-tzgibbon, Scarboro' ; 0. Bounsoîl, ]3ow-
manvillo; Josepli Pilcher and George Grey, Mounit Forest; Joei
Lewis andi Albert White, Aylrner, Ont; Sylvester Taylor, Port
Stanley; J. 1. Evans, R. Green, W. J. R. Hargrave, C Harper,
J. D. Keilov, S. B3. Davtnport, Donald Fraser, William B3rown,
1Robt. hianson, A. Earsxunn, A. Fiddcs, W. Esrsmon, A. Foe,
Ù. A. Scadding, W. B. Cooko, R. B. flutland, Jno. C. Hawko,
Sidney Smith.

It was nioved by W. J. Tt. Hsargrave, seconded by R. Green,
that CommitteeB consisting of five member8 bo appointed te con-
aider the principal feattîrea ta be discussod by the Convention.

The foI!oving wcre tho Conimittee appointed ta considor IlUpon
whnt common basi8 shall the Freetliakers of the Dominion organ-
ize tlienselves ita Associations: Messrs. Eyre Evans, Cooke,
*Underwoad, Bell and Fraser.

To consider tho advisability of cstablishing a Ffr.-,thought Jour-
nal ini Canada: Mesars. Hlargrave, Sisson, McDonnell, Martin and
Scadding.

To consider the expediency of extending the prinoiple.% of Frce-
toughit thraughout the Dominion by me=n of assisted, lecturors:

Mecssrs. Hlawke, Logie, Groom, Brown and Taylor.
To consider resolutions ta o su 3tbmitted ta tho Conventio

Mes. J. I. Evanis, A. Foc, A. White, W. Sisson and W. J. R
Hargravo.

ASter verbal ropnrtu liad been delivercd by dclt,'g-atcs relative ta
*spread of Freethauglit, the convention ndjourned until 10 o'elock

xxext morning.
The Convention again mot at 10 o'clock, a. Me., on Snnday,

~April 15th, 1877, when it resolved itzolf inte Comnmittecs, and
-%vas further adjourned until 2 o'clock p. nm. of tho sasse day.

ArnnRNOON SESSION, 2 P. M.

The minutes of previaus session wera rend and confirmcd.
MrCooko prescnted the report of the Cotniitteo te consider
Upnwhnt common basis shaîl tho Freeathinkeors uf the Dominion

orgnz tbonisolves into Associations."
It w=s moved by Mr. Scadding, èeconded by itr. Har<'rave -

That the Convention reoaIe itseif ite a Conimitten af the whole,
-witlî Mr. J. I. Evans in the chair. Carried.

The Convention rcsolvcd itscif into a Committea on tho wbole,
tand conzidered the report clause by clause.

It was nioved byI Mr. Hargrave, seconded by Mr. Meek - That
tho report bc referred back te tho Committea an Organization ta
vepart certain additions; to repor., as to, the constitution of the~
Execotive, nda tho persans bcst calculated te givo goncral sats
faction as irpresentatives on thaï; board.j

Tho motion was carriod, and the Committce retired, having
9gain reported. The Conivention considcred in Corumitteo of the
%vholo the report on tuxo ndrisability of starting a Freetiiauglit
Journal in Canada, tho Conimittea lîaving reported favorubly of
the scberac- The report was ndopted.

The C'ommitteo an Organiztion then reportcd the supplemen-
tary clauses wbich were adopte<, with soi-oral amndments.
* Tho lhour of adjournment having arrived, the Convention
adjour-acd until 9 a'élock tlhý noit morning, Apnl 1LGb, 1877,
luaving the consideration of tho report on organisation as
uniniahod business.

Tofollowing delegates bail arrivedl and wer prescntý i

addition ta to tiioso montioned in tho minutes of April 14, 1877.
Prom Oweon Sound, Edwin Dun; Oshiawao, John «Mllan;

Vienna, H. Solus; Wood bridge, B. Farr; 0Taranto, Samuel Ranz,
James Cash, James Strach an, F. 'W. Âli)îott, 8 G. Hill, E. Davios,
J. Buistrodo, E. Meok, A. Jury, D. Hudson, W. Hudson, R. .
Rilef, Eyro Evans, W. Davies; Leali c, Donald riraser, Jr., Jno.
Frasor.

Tho Convention again met at 9 a. ni., on MNonday rnorning,
April 16, 1877, aud waa quickly called te ordor by the, Chaîrman.
After the minutes cf previous meeting 'vore rend and confirmed,
the Convention rcsolved itscîf into a Committea af the whole for
thie considoration, clause by clause, Il Upon whlat common basis
shbah the Freethinkers of tho Dominion organizo thernîselves intc,
Associations"

It was thon ngreed that tho titlt or naine should bo 1-The Free.
thouglit Association cf Canada."

1. The fret aLseussion cf all questions cf public interest, ivitli.
out any restrictions whatevcr on accounit of thoir speciflo character.

2. The maintenance and onforeent of the right and diity cf
fret expresion of opinion and bolief.

3. Fortho naitual benefit, aszistance and support cf the menis
bers of the Association, by sucli mean8 as ay, fromn tisse to tisse,
bo detormiîîed upon at any reg-ular business meeting- cf tho
Association.

DIFFusio%..

The means emploled in furthering- those objeets aah bc reg-
ular meetings, free discussions, lecture, addre.-ses, conventions,
the platform, press in geîmoral, and ail suci other Ineans as are
peaceful, orderlv, and right.

5. Membership in this Association saah lave each individual
responsible for bis own opinions alono, namd effect in no degree his
relations ta othor associations; and nothing in the naine or con-
stitution of tlio Association shahl over ho eanstrued as limiting
rnenîhrship by any test cf sp-cîilntir-ý op-nion or bolief, or as de-
finingr the position of the Association, colletively cansidored, with
reforeîyie Io any sucb opinion or belief, or as interferxng- in any
waîy wvxth th at absolute, frecdon- of thought and /expression 'which
is tho natural right of every rational being.

Tho Committee rccommendod thînt throughout tho Dominion
associations bc formei1 whicli shiah ho branch or auxilliary to the
Gencral Freothouglit Association o? Canada, a id that the officers
cf tho Freethought Associatinn of Canada ho instructed te put
thenisolves ia communication wvith Liberas in varions parts of tho
country- with n viair to sccuring such co-operation as may bu
necessary te open and niaintain branch societies in oery district
cf tho Dominion.

The Committee also recomnmends that the Freetlioughlt Associa-
tions of? Canada hiave a National Excuttive B3oard, conmposed cf
mombers represont:ng different parts cf the Dominion, to, dFvu..
plans and meaures for tho ndvancement cf its iterests, and tu
ho constituted as folloirs:

1. The Generai Freethoug-,bt Association cf Canada shah con-
siat of ail tho various branch Freethought Associations through-
out the Dominion.

2The afficera cf sala Association shaîl bo, first, a President;
secand, Vice Preaidents; thirdl ana fourth, Secretary andi Cor-
rcsponiding Socretary ; ~fth, Treasurer.

3. Thete shahl ba an Exeutive Committeo ot the said As:soc-ia
tien consistin" of theoafficors o<' tha Frecthought Association of
Caaa ana soven member3 cf the Association, who shall bo
eleted by tbe. Anual Convention.

4. 71.cro shahl ho an Annual Convention of the Gi.ncral Frc-
thouglit As.sociation cf Canada ll in Docember cf cadi yens at
th Connentio Fofhogtsoitona aaa

theZcThe uudCneto fteGzea Fethought Asso-
ciation of Canada slial consiat cf the oflicers and tbo Executive
Committoa of tua Gencrai Frvetliought A.ssocîation of Canada and
twa delogates appointed froîn cach branch association throughout
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tho Dominion, oach brandi having power to senti one additional The foiloving gutnural rsoltitioris %oro iilgo passod:
dolegato for overy ten naonzbor over ton inemboe. Wzultîus., tho Evan1)oi#ctI Alliance l]nu prosenteil to Iho world, as

6. Any fivo porsons can formi a braneb association, and suc'h the Platfoih. of a Possibo co-operativo unity among clanionta oharacter-
hbrancIb asciation alial) li'<oeme afflinted with the> Gotsaia FI-ce, e b'cdie y th fulluwitig epîLttonîo ut thought . In csontiais, lanity;
-tbought Association of Canada by adop>iig a cons îitution which in non-csaotialâ, liberty , Là all tlinge, cliarity , thurefure,

'~hal fot onfiet viti te .onsitufon f tt> cîoetu reehoulit o aD That %vc aI.X.*t .ad lirun.u'tu ns the> triai suiuio bazii
éAsocnationlct Canada. itttouu heGitriFrchugt o orgarrization the folloiug motte or elâtornized atatoînent. lit thinis
.A Ta aibad ssociation sof Canadua.u-qarero deivmuu5rated and cor$ain, unity . ii %hatsouver cm u doxibted, trou

ý. Tat ach ranh asocitio slill ontibut oný-qurtû of divoraity ; in al tiiinge, charity.
ite recoipts to the Ezea'tUve Comrnittec cf the Genoral F«-ee Rssoxmiwx, That tho Bible, boing rcgardod as a book cf sitered
thotiglt Asesociation of t-Vanada, %vh icîz ùm11 bo applied as shall clînracter, and cf religious authurity by only a part nf tme peoplo, is to
lieîftor bo determincd by tio Con4enticu. ail ilst ani. purposos a sectarian bock , ana ive protest nrgau.st tuie

8. The Preident of oacli brnd association sal bo a ice, poiiiinf cf its usQ in tii public fiChuola un the irutgeu (if its b"rng
cf to Gnora Asociaio- a non-se0tatiai bock, as a runnifest ovasio.i of tho truti, and a wrilfiilPuI'rsidont o h ernAscitn.dlaregard cf tie equal religions riglits cf the people.

9. The liraI business cf tic Annual Conîvoention ai bu the USmsoLYlO, That we would moet scrupulotisly respect the right cf
élection cf the, ofhicors cf the Geortil Association Jor the onsaing churcl,,-gocr te cîijoy thoir Suuday worship uinnoiestced and undis-
year. Yorturbed ; Nid we aak thiem te respect tice equnl righta cf thoso irbio de

10. YorCommittoc recotînmoud that aIl dolegatca t titi cou not chooso te, join tioSn tae onjoy tlîeir uivn Sundaya rit equal Irecclonu.
vention bo ompowercd te establiali L.rftnch assoçijatiuns ini thiacr Ru8oLvnD, That this Anîociatîu,î, wlb it recoguiizes theo g"ot
savoral districts, with powver te ad nuw. nsautei and ne ir ieu. iwn1rtance ana the absol.utuc vCisty ut guaring, by propur logis-

11. he fliorscf ht>Genu-a Frethiuu t~ ssoiaton h~l laton, ngainst obscenc and iiîducent pjublications, uthattever 'îect, partyil.Th ûIicrs f huCenra Frututgh e8oitr hh rdQr.nr clans, sueli publications clirnir te faveri it disapproves -and1
ho elected annually at tht> Annual Convention cf the said Asso- orotests against all lnws8 whiclb, byroason cf indofiniteness or anmbigu-

c 1atioli. - 113, ah permit thei prenecutîcu (îud punisueut of llon.sL and
12. -Tbore, being noe ffcotiva Tucans cf obtaining and distributing1  conscientious moen and ivonuien, fur pn.eaonting it, tho public wNhat thcy,

cur partieular literattîre, ivo r6Cenlitneiid that the Gourrai Freti., an. ussential t, the public ivoifare, %îlien the> viuca thun prescnted doc
thouglit Açýsoeintion ettallisti a dopot fur Froothought liter4ture, nt violate in thîuugit cr lan uage, th> acknotyledged rul of dccency ;sodciemlaet, îni inriuttibyuuit Auuiutin andi that wo dcmand. that ai laws augain3t ubscenity and indecenol'tuecslcruaeaddsrbt-i eykidA=cain ah ho arn clear aud oxplicit that nette but notent uffiondurs agmat the

13. That thse central, oxeciltjve, ;md office vf rte~ Ueciral Free- rccogzàizod priciples cf puritv alui1l ho hiablo to suifer tierfrorn.
*diouîgit Association cf Cianada bu lield ini Tor3nto. RaseLyse, Thirt thua Convention of F-reetluinkers cf Canada exprcîss

its noarty sy'npathy ivith tie move~jeti u oiinc aaa
ELEarîo cF Or'ictn t ai ecclesiuistieýLal all othter property in whatoyer fcrai it muây

The followiing clffcers wcre olected unauîiruously: censist.
Mr. . Ik, vans PrsidntRESOLVED, I"int universal education ia lte only safcguaril cf univùr-

'Ur. J. T.k Eans, î% redn. en¶ liberty; thaI ne child in ftiu Domninioni shculd ha perixiittod- to
Mr.J. . Hwkc ~erotry.grcwr up --vîticut at icast a -conîmon schiooi educatien , tiat the public

Mr. W. J. IL Har"graveCrsodn Sccrctary. eio ytn aiitbstendinquljtceoaUexp yCroR B ulad rurcspndx confiing it steictly te acculai' instruction ; that all religions çxerciscs
Exeutivo Committce,-IW. Sisson, Port Hoe; W. B. Oooko, alitult bu prchibitcd in the pttij1ic scho>iîm; thuit the perunissier of suai

'R. 'Rlley, 'Eyre Evanizs, C. IL. Scaddîng~ J. D). Keiloy, Tomante. exctnses in thora i8 a pervertion ut public f ends raik-cd for edricatinnl
Pncr.&o~~~~wzsîr. Purroe te the purpo3es cf roligious.prerltVaisn; n trt eal

intoeachoola the present practico (if Dib M-cding, raYer, wid aing-
Tu blwi. e ofo -tÈe cominitte on r-opitgandisi,, wa lZg cf religiatis h3'mu%1 vr the as' uî teeI b<> 'hal %yh Ic arc au wriîtcn

by te Chirma (J T. amvko) sd ;nanîruouhy ~~ d as te incuicate ruliôtru dogmnas of atty izind, le &agoate îlwoxeaa byfi himn(.T Hwe n iaiosyttltd te largo classes cf citizons.
As il resolred, Tint in ordor to, spread Prcetlîottght and liber-il iRL'iOLVED, TIia iîcréby appeal te the country for fends ta, carry

ideas in the Dominion cf C'annda thue special Conimiîtteu appointedl i on the rcahll iuniportant %vork fer which wie have bccn crganizcd; tiat
for that ptirpose recouimenti as folleirs: v oiv hr saudn eltadetisni ayt ids

1.We ait-gest that, in lte event of a national orgartization juhehiae oo la huobjet alm d entouhlyunsini rad io idus
bei stabliaieti, that a fuinc ho raisixd for iproliigatitlist pups- -nîrs and, thnt we ru' y confiduntly on the gcneresry, uf the> patrxetic

andi that it ho uscd as equItally as practicablu thrutigbout the publie ziot te pemirt tItis grisit ts.&u3o tu la.uiguish fur ivant ouf rite 8U-.
.Domnion-Toroato and other orttanizeýd cities toî have ne* clim, csseiitiuul meattemei softi.oneto p1edge6Üemelvcs
ou the use of the fend. ].Ù.prose ii tPicia eîbesl of th, Con oni n inRo f

2. That x-oluntary su*bsoriptions ho solicited for this pupoe Clta pra upll tho Pronao theDision cf tCad, hemrnon-rou cf
êmî tei maure neessary permanenco in hreakring new grounti cf reunox-ing frcm Frcetlbikers ail disabilities which nt present; tuoy.
aîtdzal subscriptions bo ask-cd from; tioso 'tro desire tu fu.ticr labour' iindter.

tus abject. RIusoLVzt, Tint thec meiers cf luis Association reverse tic
3. oc ur public or lirofessional lecturem are invitedI te thîlordox obligation %vhich iiisista un tnýizig and poraying fur pietro1

theyliereqestd t opn rp zew beliero, that we pietigc uursclvtz tu discounîge belief, and encourageCanada un *.heit owm torme ttib rqete eûpnu nw uit - ixîsist en the> luty cf doubt as nccussary inu lhe iavestigttua etgrotind, provided thoir travelling and botel expenses -rm guaran- Itruth.
teeti, and wienover lime and opportunity are favorable. I After tho usual votes cf thjanhis to, conspicruus visiters, efflcors,

4. Wc deem it desirabla to encourage mien of ability, chier thxan èandi nîen'iers, tlic convention adjournedl tll December 2îîd, 1877.
professional icclurers, te, use ticir talent for propagandist pur- J. T. HA.WKE, Socrotary.
poses cetier ln their own or outsido tlîeir cii- locality.I

F~. Thuat before, nprofessional ceturers ho anewlddgcd as Wo isl te put on record tie opinion that nover diai a ceux-on-
Freethought advocates they shall ho encdorseti zz recomunondedti ion assemble tint pcrfornred ni-iro i-1a work in î:-) business-like
by he propagîndist~ eanecutivo. mriner and li suât a siert spttce cf tiane as lt i rst Frce-

G. lu nny lecahity toelàc lecturers arc sent reports wuill b tho Iugut, Conventio4Vof tie Doniinioti of Caînnda, eaci officer, dole-
o.xpecteti front lie managers or lirouctors cf lectures re3aiding gate md visiter doing their be-st te lurtiier the object ahi scoinued
talent anti aitness cf lecturcr tsont. te, bx-, se ieartilv in view, aud nover 'uver the puinciples of- aur

7. When lecturera are senit from any orgauîizaiou or the, molto more thorouigbly neteti up te tlinn on tlîis great oc*asien,
ox-ecutix-e thîcir travelling expenses artd remîmncraîion for lime ovcry person prescrit seeming te, feel tint thora sbloîîld k2 in
sal ho quarantoct. I "Ilings demenstrated, and certain, unity ; in whasoodver xnay bco

~. ,That the propuignndist fumnt bo under lio controi of tic doubtoti, frea divorsity ; in MIahi ings,cbit2 udlncdd
Exeutive, anai tint tho E -icûttive ho emnpoxrered ho voe any sucix tua first convention cf the, flrst J.r-ctlîouglît Association in tic
suru front the genou-ah propagandist fut as they may dcrn lit. firnh depcndancy cf Great Britaun April 16, 1877.-Rd& Joimmul.


