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THE PASS OF BRANDEK.

BY THUB AUTHOR OF"JORN HALIFAX GENTLEMAN.”

Along the Pass of Brander,
Full many a year ago,

There trudged a weary woman
Deep through the blinding snow ;

A weary widow woman,
With sweet, soft English tonguno:
A stranger in the Highland glens,
Feeble, and pale, and voung.

And with her simple story.
She passed from dvor to door;
**Oh, give me just a piece of bread,
And a night's rest once more,

** My husband was a sailor:
He sailed from Oban Buay.

i want to take his baby howme,
And lay it where he lay ;

«t I'll lay it on his mother's breast,
And then I'll gladiy go.”

And she held up a thin, thin hand,
As white as any snow.

Along the Pass of Brander
‘The wind sang, soft and still;
The stars stood silently abuve
Ben Cruachan’s wighty hill.

The Awe was like a river of glass,
Aud doubled in its tide,

The great black Pass ot Brander
Rose on the other side.

An eerie place to travel through,
But she was not atraid

Of ghost or wraith, of beast or man—
*{'m too pear God,” she said.

The path grew longer, longer—
Such poor soft English feet!
Baut ‘twas & brave young English heart
>atient, 2nd calm, and sweet.

Atlength hersteps grew heavy as lead!
The bahy woke and cried;

She stopped and fed it at her breast,
Upon the lone monr-side.

Then strange, strange thoughts came
into her head;
She saw her cottage door;
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She heard sweet English bella chime
taint
Acress e Highland moor.

Deep sleep was stealing o’er her lids,
A soft sleep without pain:

She rose aud clutched her baby tight,
And tried to walk again.

But vain the struggle, vain the toil;
*¢ It s too late ! she cried.

And from Ben Creachan's lofty top
She saw white angels glide.

* They'll robe me, without any lack,
In shining robes all new.”

So one by one, to wrap the boy,
Her garmeats off she drew.

Warm sheltered, like young bird in
nest,
She placed him by a stone,
Saying, * The angels watch the child,
“ntil this night be gone.”

Weeping—«1t 1 should save thee,
chilg,
No man will show me scorn.”
Then lay down, white on the white

SNOW,
As bare as the babe new-born.
* * » * * *

It is u brave young sailor;
No mun from Gban Bay :
His granddame’s pride, his shipmates'
boast,
So handsome, hold and gay ;

But his check will pale of a sudden,
And his tears gush like 2 tide,

It you name the Pass of Brander,
Where his English mother died.

Norr.—This anecdote was told by the
late Dr Norman Macleod, who had once
referred to it in u sermon preached by
bim at Glasgow. After service, a suilor
came up to him and said, with a burst
of tears, « Sir, that story of yours is true.
The woman was my mother ! The au-
thor of this beautiful poetical version has
strangely changed the nationality of the
heroine. She was of Highland and not
of English birth.
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«Ir I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.”—Psalm 137, 4-5.

NFW YFAR SDRMON

DEUT. V. 3RD, LAST CLAUSE,—** WHO ARF.
ALL OF US HERLZ ALIVE THIS DAY."

YREACHED BY THE REV. A. J. MACKICHAN.

It is highly proper at all times, but
there are seasons when it is more parti-
cularly appropriate tor us, to take a re-
trospect of our past history of God's
dealinas  with us. The mariner fre-
quently caleulates what progress he iz
making by consulting his log book. The
merchant often examines into the state
of his business in the course of the year.
But he does so more particularly at the
end. when he balances his books and
takes in his stock.  And how proper is
it that the christian should annually re-
view his heart and conduet. and endeav-
our to ascevtain how tmueh he has been
doing, aud whether he has wade any
progrz=~ in hiz journcy towards heaven,
It is true he onglit to do this stany time,
and frequently. But surely there is no
season more titting for such a purpose
than when we are passing away from one
vear and entering upon another.  The

anoual revolution of the seasons cinphat-
ieally reminds us of the rapid flight of
tine and that our journey .r life is fast
bast-ning to a close, and that our day of
grace is speedlly passing away. And

surely this stern fact ought to make us
think and enquire most seriously whether
our growili in holiness bears any proper
proportion to the progress we are mak-
ing through life.  We have now passed
over another of the greatest stages of
life.  For since we last met together in
this plicc, one year has paszsed away
and we have entered upon another,
which also in itz turn will soon be num-
bered with the things that were, and he
sueceeded by another and another. And
we know that when a few more short
vears are conie and fled, we also ~hould
have gone the way that knows no re-
turning.  As yet however all present
can say in the words of onr text —* who
are all of us here alive this day.”  And
would that with a grateful heart and in
a proper spirit, we could all echo the
langnage of Joshua,—*For the Lord
cur God, He it is that preserved  us
in all the way wherein we wont.”  In
further addressing you we  propose to
make some reflections suggeated by the
word: of our text, and in connection
with the sea-on on which we have en-
tered.  And may God hinself dircet us
and bless our meditation, that they may
be the means of promoting our :piritual
improvement and growth in grace.

I. Al of us who are here assembled
this day. kave been preserved alive by the

yoodness of the Lord.
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And can we think of this circum-
stance, without at tne same time reflect-
ing that many who entered upon the
journey of lite with us, yea, that many
who entered even upon the last year
with us. are now numbered with the
dead. We are beings concerning whom
it is difficult to say whether we are
most sclfish or most thoughtless.  Upon
leaving this world we ourselves would
wish to live tn the memories of the re-
latives and friends we leave behind us.
And yet when death snatches acquaint-
ances away from us, how soon do we
cease to think about them, and to be
conscious of the biank which their re-
moval has made. Perhaps we have
thought with ourselves, and perhaps too
w have assured them before their de-
cease, that we would never forget them,
and that we would never cease to cher-
ish a fond and hallowed recollection of
their virtues and their love. Bat ah

how =99n do our affections fade,
how soon do ouar memories prove
trecacherous to the once, much valued

friends. A few months, or a few years
at the most, generally serve to obliterate
the imace, and often the names of the
deparied from the thoughts of'the living.
How traly is the grave called * the land
of forgetfulness” Immoderate sorrow
for the dead is neither cheistian  nor
right as it involves dizsati-faction with
the dispensations of the Almighty. But
unconcern and short lived grief for the
death of our friends displeys an unbe-
coming and even vicious levity ; a levity
however which is often manifested, for
how often do we behold the survivors
treading heedlessly and without emotion
over their graves. without as much as
recoliecting that the ashes of a parent, a
bhusband or wife, a brother or sisier or
child repose underncath the sod. So
transient in general are the recollections
of the living for the dead. But though
we should have nearly, or altogether
forgotten the long ago deceased, can we
enter on this new year and reflect on the
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fact of our own preseryation, without re-
aervine a thought or hearing a <izh for
those of our relatives and fricads who
have been removed to the land of =pirits
during the last twelve months  What-
ever many of us may do in this respeet,
sure we are that there are some present
whoze hearts are still bleeding for recent
bercavements, aud who cannot think of
the words of our text without involun-
tarily saying yes, but the child, the pae-
ent, the friend that I loved i< gone,
Death is unceasingly proseenting his
work of destruction. And there were
a goodly nu:nb-r of our own neighbours
and acquaintances who, at this time last
year, were in the land of the living, but
have since entered upon an eternal and
unchangeable state.  But these instances
of mortality are as nothing, as a drop in
the bucket, when we think of the malti-
tudes who have died during the course
of the year. Of the whole population
of the world there ave thou~ands and
tens  of thousands departing  this lite
daily : but in the space oftwelve months
millions of the human family go down to
the tomb. And when therefore we think
with gratitude of the fact that the Lord
has hitherto preserved us alive, let us
also reflect on the other solemn and soul

subdueing consideration to which we
have alluded, and learn from it the

dreadtul nature of sin, which has brought
death into the world. When we s:¢ the
old going the way of all the eartli, laden
with years and worn out with infirmities,
we almost forget why they die, and feel
disposed to look upon their decease as
the result of mere natural decay. We
wonder not to see the sun going down
in the evening, or the grass fading in
Autumn, and all vegetable nature with-
ered and decayed in winter. But whea
we behold the young dying as well as
the old, when we hehold the tree full of
blossoms shrivelled up and blasted in
Spring, and the sun of life going down
before noon, then we are forced to re
member that death is not the result of
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mere natural decay, but i in reality the
wages of sin, wages which we must all
one day reap for loving and serving it
so well.  How dreadful then must be
the evil of sin, seeing that the God of
all merey has annexed such a penalty
to it, and which he will puni~h with
eternal death in the case of all those
who die in a state of impenitence and
guilt.

1. But again while we think of our
own preservation, let us reflect b vron-
derful and astonshing it is that we are
all still alive,

We are fearfully and wonderfully
made, and no less wonderfully presery-
ed.-  And yet how little do we think of
either the one or the other. We are
apt to Jook upon our preservaton as a
mere matter of course, or at most as the
result of our e effortsand cuie.  And
we live on from day to day, as if there
was nothing surprising in it.  But sure-
ly it we would only consider how frail
and feeble creatures we are,and 10 how
many diseases and dangers we are ex-
posed. it might well astonish us all that
we are still alive.  What a weak and
helpless being &« man is in infancy.—
subject to mumerous wants and unable
to provide for them, open to numberless
evils, and unable to defend himself from
them, and liable to many ailments which
he can neither mitigate nor remove. In-
deed in every stage of life, we are ex-
posed to numerous accidents and dan-
gers which we ourzelves could neither
have foreseen nor averted. And how
marvellous then is it that we have been
preserved in life and being till now.
And this is more astonishing still when
we consider how fearfully and wonder-
folly we are made. Our frame is a
piece of most delicate and complicated
workmanship.  And the rupture of a
blood-vessel, the breaking of a bone, the
injuring of a nerve, or o1 any of the ten
thousand little delicate fibres and organs
of our bodies might instantly derange
our whole animal system, suspend our
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vital functions and clo-c our eyes in
death.  And amid-t 20 much frailty and
so many diseases, aceidents and dangers,
how surprising is it that we have all
been preserved alive o0 lonz,  IHow as-
tonishing is it that harps of a thousand
strings  should keep in tune o long.
Ye-, the fact that we are all in life at
this present moment, ix far more won-
derful than that we had been all dead
and buried long ere now. Let us keep
this solemn and important trath before
our thoughtless and wordly minds, And
let us pray with the psalmist,—“ Lord
make me to know mine end. and the
measure of my days, what it j<: that I
may know how {rail I am.” * Behold
thou hast made my days a3 an hand-
breath; and mine age i~ as nothing be-
fore thee : verily every man at his best
state iz altogether vanity.”

"I, But let us recollect with grate-
ful nearts that ¢ i entively vwing to the
gracions providence of Ged aad kis pur-
pose of merey towards us that we are
still in the land of the living and the
place of hope.

We have all received our being from
God, and it is entirely owing to his kind
and gracious providence that we have
hitherto becn preserved. Under his
providence we are in some degree the
instruments of our own preservation.
But yet it is strictlv and literally true,
that it is he who has upheld us in all
the way which we went. And of how
littiv avail to us would all our eftorts be
without his care and blessing. It is he
who has dulivered and is continually de-
livering us trom manifold evils, which
otherwise would overwhelmn us with
ruin. Without his support we could not
exist for even a single moment. And
were he to withdraw his almighty arm
from underneath us, we would sink into
the primitive dust whence we were
taken. And why is it that be has sus-
tained and preserved us and exercised
his patience with us solong? Itis not
because we have deserved it ; for we are
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daily sinning against him in thought, ir
word and in deed, and doing di~honour
unto him by our own iniquitics. And
so far from our deserving any favour at
his hand, it is only of his mercy that we
are not consumed. For had he dealt
with us according toour merits and the
demands of strict justice, he would have
made us as miserable a: we have made
ourselves sinful. and long ere now have
consigned us to that place where he has
forgotten to be gracious—awhere there is
weeping and wailing and gnashing of
teeth. And why is it then that he has
upheld us allin life, and borne with us
so long. It is not because he is indiffer-
ent to the evil of sin, and will not pun-
ish the workers of iniquity. But it is
because he is a gracious and merciful
God, and delights to spare and spares
with the very intention of giving us time
to repent, to embrace the Naviour whom
He hias provided for us, and flee from the
wrath to come. These are reasons, why
God in his mercy has so long spared and
prolonged our lives. And have we not
all great cause to bless him, that he has
hitherto kept his almighty arms about
us, end showered his mercics upon us
wherewifh he has sweetened our cup.
But in particular does it not become
some of us to magnify his holy name
that we were not cut off by ecarly dis-
ease ; and that his preserving care was
exercised towards us, till we were led to
see the evil of sin and to rely on the
Saviour—thus plucked as brands out of
the hurning. And may not some pres-
ent have much reason to thank him that
they are still alive,—that they are still
in the land of the living and place of
hope—that they have still an opportuni-
ty given them to turn from their evil
way, and believe in that Saviour friend
whom they have hitherto practically
despisc and disregarded.  Let us then
think of these things and render
due gratitude to our great preserver who
has hitherto attended us through all our
earthly pil grimage. And let us endeav-
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our to improve our prolonged existenc®
tor the ends for which 1t is given us—
for the glory of God and secaring the
salvation of our immortal souls. Surely
the sinner will now, at the beginning of
this year pause and consider. Is not
the voice of conscicnce, whose veriess
whizper confounds and appal: against
you? Isnot the voice of the law in its
tremendous judgments against yon? I
not the voice of the Gospel, of the mer-
cies, 0 the love of the incarnate Jesus
against you, And iz not the voice like
that of Dives coming up from the abodes
of wretehedness and fire, against you?
Is not the cry of your own scul against
you? VWhy will ye die? Why wiil
you <o waatonly sport with your peace?
Why will you =0 obstinately forego all
the incstimable provisions of christian
promis¢ for the penalties of the curse—
the joy of heaven for the terrors of hell?
“ Let the wicked forsake his way and
the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and
let him return into the Lord and he will
have mercy upon him ; and to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon.” Des-
pize pot the richness of his goadness and
forbearwee and long suffering; not
knowirg that the goodness of God lead-
eth thze to repentance.”

IV. But further let us reflect that
while the Lord has preserved us alive
here this day, we are alive wnder daily
inereasing responsibilities

We are accountable to God for the
improvement which we make of all the
talents and privileges he has bestowed
upon us ; and the use which we make
of every ncw dav and hour which he is
pleased io add to our life on earth. Our
time, our faculties, our substance, in
short all the blessings wherewith he has
blessed us, have been conferred upon us
for the purpose of enabling us to pro-
mote his honor and glory and secure the
salvation of our own souls. Every new
day and hour therefore that we live.
and every new mercy that we receive
just lays us under additional obligation
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to him.  And for every one of these we
must give an aceount at last.  We know
that he will render 1o every one accord-
ing to his works,—* to themm who by
patient coutinuance in well doing seek
for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life; but unto them that are con-
tentious and do not obey the truth but
obey unrighteonsness, indignation and
wrath, tribulation and anmu\h upon
every =oul of man that doeth “evil” Do
you ever think of these things? Do you
ever reflect that your respon-ibility to
God is continually inereasing ; that youa
have much more to answer for now than
you had at thix time last year, and that
if he should be pleased to spare you tor
another twelve months, you should have
much moreto answer for than you have
at this moment.  And does this solemn
consideration induce you to live to the
Lord and not to yourselves, and to walk
wisely and circumspectly. redeewring the
time, becanse the days are cvil.  If <o,
happy is it for you. And you have
much cause to rejoice, for God is your
friend, and heaven is your heritage, and
in due season you will reap it you faint
wot.  But if on the other hand, notwith-
danding all the time that God is now
giving you and all the means of religions
instruction and improvement which he
has conterred upon you : if notwithstand-
ing all this you continue from cay to day
and from year to year as heedless of
heaven and as fearless of hell as you
were in the past ; what a fearful reckon-
ing you will bave at last for the grace
‘vou have slighted, for the mercies you
have abused and for the time you have
fost, and for all the exhortations and
warpings and :abbaths and religious ser-
vices you have enjoyed, but yet misim-
proved and disregarded. Time is a trea-
" are which we can never improve too dili-
ently or value too hizhly. Every hour
ud every minute of it is most precious.
=4 long life is an inestimable blessing
othe case of all those who spend it in
he service of (3od and in making pre-
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paration for heasen.  Some of you have
already lived twenty and thirty, or some
of yon even fifty or sixty years: and all
of you doubtless hope to live longer.

But it had been better for you, that you
had died in infancy ; yea, it would have
been bet'er for you that yeu, had never
been born. than that you should live to
three score and ten, only to work iniquity
and zo down at last hoary-headed and
impenitent to the grave. Ior in that
case you should have only existed to ac-
cumulate greater guilt and prepare a
more fearful condemnation, and & more
terribie punishment.”  Let us all there-
fore, while days and months and years
are passing over us, think of our deep
and daily increasing responsibility to
God. And let us endeavour =0 to re-
deem the time we have already lost and
to improve the future, that when we are
summoned to give an account of our
stewardship, we may be enabled to do so0
with joy and without <orrow : and may
each of us obtain the joyful welcome,—
“well done, good and faithful servant,
enter ye into the J!)y of your Lord.”

Remember, then, oli! rpmember, heir of
immnortality, that this life is your only
probation, and all beyond it is retribu-
tion ; that here only you are to so#, and
hereafter to reap, either a harvest of
glory or a harvest of death. Impress
it upon your heart that this life is
the threshold of eternity; it can be
passed but once: a little care in
doing o, and all are =ate for ever.
It is the infancy of' a deathless existence;
a little watehfulness, and the manhood
of your immortality is all that you could
wish, Bat, ah!if you will stumble as
vou pass that threshold,—if you will
waste the childhood of your endless
being, and that too when you are warned
aaamct it, then will your eternity be one
of fearfulness and lamentation and woe.
During endless ages you will mourn that
your @harvest is past, your summer is
ended and vour soul is not saved.”

How solemn and fearful then is this
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aspeet of life,—that everything regard-
ing it, every objeet, every influence,
every moment iy inwoven with obliga-
tions, with stern and ever inereasing
responsibilitics,  Surely it is the deepest
folly —the sheerest madness to waste
our precious opportunities in thought-
lessness and indifference. Let ws do
with our might what our hands find 10
do, and do it now while yet we may.
And let us be less anxious to live. than
to live well,—to live as we ought, as
God requires.

V. But finally when we reflect upon
the wonderful fact that, through the
good provdence of the Lord our God,
we are alive this day, and that too under
daily increasing responsibility ; let us
also at the same time bear in mind
that it is probable we shall not «ll b
alive this time nest year—that some of ns
before then, muy have gone to another
world, It i3 possible that God muy
spare us all till the beginning of another
year : but though our number is not
very great, it iz much more prolable
that seme of us may be dead before then.
And if <0; oh! to whom amongst us
ghall the fatal summons be given.  Lovk
around you and consider whom death
is mogt likely to select for his victims.
Yet mark not the aged and infirm as
most surely among the number. They
may be so; but death may spare them
for another vear, while he lays his cold
icy hand upon :he youngst, the strongest
and healthiest amongst us. It is not al-
ways the most aged oaks in the forest
that are first broken or uprooted by the
tempest. Those that have outstood the
storms of a thousand years are often
permitted to remain, while the young
and vigorous saplings are prostrated by
their sides. And so also, i> il with man-
kind. The young die as well as the
old, and sometimes those who bid
fair to live longest are taken away first.
We know not what a day, or even an

hour may bring forth; and nct one
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among us can form  the slightest conjec’
ture, as to when he may be culled to
give his account. But amidst all our
uncertaimy on this subject, we know for
atrath that we must do; and that we
ought all to make active and diligent
preparation for the solemn changce of
life, usif every day was our last, * for yet
a little while and he that shall come will
come, and will not tarry,” ¢ and belold
his reward i< with kim.”

Tet me then in conclusion exhort
you to ¢ prove yourown sclves.”  Iave
you been born again of water or of the
spirit? Iave you been renewed in the
spivit. of your mwinds? Have you re
nounced sin both in the love and prac
tice of it? Have you received the
Saviour as your eternal portion? Aud
is it your desire to become holy as heis
Loly, and pure as he ispure? If w0t
is well with you. Your time shall be
spent in your Master's service, and
you shall be ready to depart whenever he
koocketh, and there is reserved for you
in heaven aglorious inheritance, which
is  *“incorruptible, undefiled, and tha
fudeth not away.” But if, in conscience
and as in the presence of God, you can-
not answer these questions in the atlirn-
ative, then you have no ground to say
“ peace, peace, to your souls.” Remnen-
ber the great harvest of the world i
fast approaching. There may be many
wicked ; but the multitude of your com-
panions in misery will not sooth you
agony. “ Bind them in bundles,”—the
more numerous the bundles, the more
dreadful the flame. Does the dismal
prospect then kindle any dread appre
hension within you, and induce you t
cry out, “ what must I do to be saved”
Betake yourself to Christ the odlf
Saviour, the only Physician of Souls~
the only mediator between God an
man. Abide in him ; and in his strengh
“cease to do evil and learn to do well"
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ORDINATION AND INDUCTION AT
SALTSPRINGS.

Tuesday, 4th February, having  been
fixed far the Ordination of the Rev.
James Fitzpatrick, and his induction in-
to the Church at Saltsprings, there was
avery large attendance of the congrega-
tion, much larger than was expeeted,
considering the nature of the roads, to
witness the solemn and interesting cere-
mony. The members of Presbytery also
wroed out well, there belng  present
Messrs. Herdman, Duon, Fraser, Me.
Kay, McCunn, and Galbraith, Mederator.

was a pleasure to witness the  happy
and s=atistied expressions in the counten-
ances of the people assembled, at the <urve
prospect of at jlast having their vacant
pulpit supplied, alter avacancy of nearly
three yeais, so different trom the blank
looks ot tli~;q|puiutﬁu-nt that we well re-
member sceing in the same faces on the
18th October, 1877, when we met for the
purpose of inducting Dr. Lamont into
the same charge, but which turned ont
to be bogus Induction, for no Dr. La-
wont appeared.

T1 3 Presbytery having met in the
vestr_ and been constituted with prayer
by the Modevator, procecded to hear
several of Mr. Fitzpatrick's trial dis-
courses, reserving what is wenerally
known amongst ministers as ** the popu-
lar sermon " to be delivered by him from
the pulpit, in the presence of the congre-
gaton and Presbytery. This he did to
the great satisfaction of; all present.
After the service by Mr. Fitzpanick was
concluded, the members of Presbytery
returned to the vestry, and after a brief
deliberation, cordially sustained Mr. F’s
trial discourses. Again entering the
church, the members of Presbytery took
their seats in the choir pews at the {oot
of the pulpit and the Modcrator ascended
to the pulpit and narrated the cause of
the vacancy, and the steps which had * een
taken towards filling it up, as follows:

As requirved by act of Assembly anent
the Induction of ministers, I shall now as
presiding minister, narrate the cause of
the vacancy in this church, and the steps
which have been taken towards filling it
up. Asyou are all aware, this church
became vacant neariy three years ago by
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the translation of the Rev. William Me-
Millan to St Paul’s Chareh, East Branch
East River.  After veceiving Presbyteri-
al supply for six months, this concrega-
tion secured the partial services of the
Rev. Mr. MceKay lor a year, ending
October, 1877,

Anunanimous call having then been
pre< nted to the Reve Dreo Lumont of
Onta.io, and aceepted by him, the Pres-
Lytery met here on Thursday,  i8th
Qctober 1877, tor the purpose ot induet-
ing him into this charge.

But to the great disappointnient ot
both Presbytery and Congregation, Dr.
Lamont, for reasons best known to him-
selt, failed to put in an wppearavee, and
s0 the eall Lecame null and void.

The vacaney being thus unfortunately
extended, the congregalion again receiv-
ed Presbyterial supply for cnother vesr.
when a vordial and unanmnous call vwas
made out in favour of the Rev. Mi. Gray,
intimation of the sae being sent to him
by the Cleik of the Presbytery.  After
~ome delay on Mr. Gray's part, owing,
{ understand, to indisposition, he at last
sent word to the Presbytery, that, +¢ be-
ing still indisposed, he was tnable to ce-
cide, and left it to the Presbytery and
congregation to act as they pleased.”
Soon after, owing no doubt to some un-
fortunate misunderstanding, Mv. Gray
declined the ¢all.  The congregation be-
ing thus again disappointed, was yet
pot discouraged ; but with praiseworthy
endeavowrs to secure the services of a
Pastor without any turther loss of time,
immediately presented another cordial
and unanimous call to the Rev. Mr.
Fitzpatrick, whoin we are all rejoiced to
see amongst us this day, and whom we
now proceed to ordain and induet.

The Moderator having then put the
prescribed questions to Mr. Fitzpatrick
and received satistactory answers, de-
scended from the pulpit, and took his
position aumongst his brethren ot the
Presbytery, the young candidate for
ordination kneeling in iront of him, and
then by solemn prayer and imposition of
hands in which all the members of Pres-
bytery joined, ordained him and set him
apart to the sacred office of the christian
Minpistry, and solemnly inducted him to
the Pastoral char%e of the congregation.
The right hand of fellowship was then
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given to him. The Rev. Mr. Herdman

then addressed the young Pastor in a

most impressive manner, and the Moder-

ator the people, after which the solewn
and interesting services of the day  were
closed with prayver by Mr  Mefann,
and the singing ot part of the [22nd

Pealm. On retiring, the congeegation

had an opportunity ot welcuming  their

pastor-elect at the Chureh door.

[n the alternovn the members of Pres-
bytery were handsomely entertained  at
dinner by Mr. McLeod, a venerible and
much esteemed menber of the congrega-
tion,

The following is the address delivered
hy Mr. Galbraith, Maderator of Presby-
sery, to the congregation :

ADDRESS T FHE PEOPLL o SALT-
SPRINGS CONGREGATION AT THE Ox-
DINATION AX® INpeeTioN oF Tis REv.
James Frrzeartaiek, 41 FESRUARY,
1879,

My Dear Friends: the duty has now
devolver upon me ol addressing o you
a few words a3 to vour duty towards him
who has now bheer ~ef over you as your
Pastor. Now we-e | assured that you
would act towards nim as you have done
to your ministers in the pust, and especi-
ally to your Iast settled minister. who
laboured so faithinlly amongst you for u
good many years, 1 would also teel as-
sured of the eomfort and happiness of
your newly-appointed minister, so fur as

ou, 25 3 congregation, are cencerned.

our unwearied kindness to your last
settled minister, your decp afiection for
him. your punctuality in payvment of his
stipend, and your cearty appreciation of
his unwearied labours amongst you, are
well known throughout the churceh, and
have carned tor you the honorable title of
sy Jive eomgregation,” and one - never
weary in weil-doing.”

But it is with deep pain that | hace
noticed in this country that when i con-
gregation has heen deprived of a favour-
ite and much loved pastor. who has been
called to ancther sphere of usefulness, af
in your case: or wien another congreg-
ation has been brought inte pecuniary
ditficultivs through their very generosity
ta their mini~ter, who vet has descrted
them. theve 1S frequently aa nnreasonable

The llw;’///j/ L d of the Clingehs rf/. Seathnd.

inclination i the one case to give ven
to thewr tecliags of disappointment, and
in the other case to their teelings of b
dignation, upon the devoted head of the
next minister; the oue congregation <y.
ing:~< We did <o much tor onr haw
minister amd yet he Teft us; we won't
so muel for waothier:” and the other .
ing:—* We spoilt one minister, we'r
not going Lo spoil an “her:” and so keep.
ing almost or entirely aloof {rom him,
and earin 2 vothing for his or s fimilys
cermfortand welfure. I fecl, my friend.,
that I cannot speak too <trongly abog
the injustice and sureasoableness< of «ue;
treatment.  Al! did members of ek
congregations only know the unhappines
and anxicty whieh such treatment e
the innocent ubjeet of it: how it dishear
tens and diseourages hin in his misister
ial work mmongst them, and eanses fed:
ings of estrangemegt in him towurd
them, vven when his great desire is tohe
affectionately disposed towards them s
the flock entrusted to his carve, suvely
they would relent in tneir unjust treat
ment towards ki, and feel more Kindiy
disposed towands Lim in the future.

I de not antivipate any such change o
feeling in you towards your  pastor
elect. Your kindand handrome trea
ment towards himy who faboured tempor-
arily amongst yo during the vacaner.
even at the very fivst, when he was ne
thing whatever to you, i~ 2 sure guame
tee that your hearts will go forth warml
towards your new minister, and that your
aftention to his comtort and happines
will be no less than in the case of hs
predecessor. I congratulate him upo
naving his lot east amongst a peopi
proverbial for their Kindness to their
ministers, for that i= what I have alwan
hear.d of Saltsprings congregation : andi
wonld exhort you to give him your econ
fidence trow the very fiest. for by virtee
of Iits office, as a minister of the Gospel,
he bas a right to it from the first, :and %
Jong as he shows humselt deserving of it

Another thing in this country which
has greatly surprised and pained we,
well as others coming fram the old coun
try. is the injury often done to the minis
ter by disputes at congregational meet
iags about matters with which he ha
nothing whatever to do.  Let a questio
arise at stich 2 meeting say abont e



sposal of pews, or the extension of the
wrehyard, or the appointing of elders,
how certain expenses about the church
manse are to be paid, or any other
estion likely to arise ar ~uch a meet-
o, and the probability is that an un-
mly quarrel will take place, during
ich the absurd and well known cry—
Nl never pay another cent” is heard
m the lips of one or more of the dis-
pointed ninority, who will actually
ve the church for so childish and pal-
a cause, and go away and join ano-
r, and probably a rival or hostile con-
cation, to the great discouragement,
d the material injury of the innocent
i unoffending minister.  Now why i-
that such congregational meetings
not be conducted at all times in a
mly and decorous manner, and such
stions as arise discussed in a haron-
and amicable manner? Surely thay
uld be so did those present bear in
nd the sacredness ot the place in which
yare assembled, and the character
ich they have to maintain ns members
he Church of Christ. 1 consider that
censure too severe could be passed
n those who for merely not having
stions settled as they would have
m, or becouse they have had a quarrel
others at a meeting, desert their
¢b snd minister.  How can such pre-
d to true reiigion in their hearts?
W can they expect a blessing to des-
dupon them even in their worldly
i How can they look for any-
g but a curse ?

you would spare your pastor’s feel-
, then, and retain prosperity both as
ngregation and as individuals, en-
four as much as in you lies, to delib-
e upon all those questions which may
rought forward at your congregat-
meeiings with calmness and _entle-
, always praying for, and depending
o wisdom from on high to guide and
t you in all your deliberations.

0 1mportant subject whick I find is
rally alluded to in these addresses
uctions is that of punctuality in the
ot of stipend. I am happy to
v that you are well aware of your
1n this respect, and always make it
it of honour to attend to it, so that
! not say a single word on the sub-
‘except to exhort you to strive to re-
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tain your good name in this respect, and
to be an example to those of our congre-

ations who do not come up to the mark
n this important duty.

But in ca<e 1t should be thought that1
consider you in all respects a pertect
congregation, there is one point on which,
for aught I know. you reynire to be
warned as much as any coungregation,
and that is in your demands upon your
minister’s time in the way ol visiting.
Ministerial visitation is certainly an im-
portant part ot a pastor’s duty. Not
to speak of the large amount of spiritual
good he can do in that way, by praying
with his people in their homes, reading
the scriptures with them, and saying a
word in season to them aceording as he
has opportunity, it is the only way by
which he can become thoroughly ac-
quainted with them, and thereby gain
thei~ affections. But while a certain
amount of pastoral visitation is thus ab-
solutely necessary, it is most unreason-
able on the part of any congregation to
expect that their minister should be al-
ways on the road visiting, as many, [ am
led.to understand, would have him do.
Had ministers no other calls upon their
time during the week, and required to
make no preparation for that most
important part of ministerial duty—the
preaching of the Gospel—but bad
only to stand up in their pulpits for
the words to flow out, like water out of a
pump, as many grossly ignorant people
actually believe is all that 1s required it
might then be reasonabie enough to
expect such constant visiting. Those,
however, who are at all acquainted with
the numberlesss calls upon a minister's
time, especially it he be at th head ot a
large household, how many dutiés he is
called upon to perform for his family,
for his congregation, and for the church
st large ; what anxiety of mind is cansed
him 1n choosing subjects that will be
most appropriate and profitable to the
souls of his peovle while preaching to
them; not to speak of the time and
labour required in studying those sub-
jeets, and hew much of his time is re-
quired in his study to enable him to
keep np with the literature of the day,
so that his pecple may reap the benefit
of these studies, that he may bring forth
to them from Sabbath to Sabbath, out of
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his treasure, things new and old, T say
such persons wil know how to be very
Ienient to their minister in the way [
have mentioned. My exhortation to you
then on this point is—be not exacting
upon your minister in the way of visiting.
Give him a cordial welcome, and that [
well know vou will do, when he does
come to see you, il when he is not with
you in vour homes, take it for granted
that he is labouring in his study to enable
him to meet you for your profit and
weltare in the house of God.

These remarks of course refer only to
ordinary ministerial visitation, when all
is well in your tanulies. Itis very dif-
ferent with regard to the visitation of the
gick. There 1s no more important part
of a winister’s duty than that, nor any that
& right feeling and conscientious minis.
ter will be more anxions to discharge-
It will ever be his great des"re and de-
light in all cases ol serious  illuess
amongst his people to ofter whai sym-
gathy 1s in his power, and as 2 servant of

hrist, to bring the consolations of reli-
gion to those who are in affliction.  But
remember that in order to his being en-
abled to do so, he must be informed of
those cases where his attendance is re-
quired. Itis a hiequent subject of regret
to ministers that the friends of those who
are laid low by sickness, do not take
care to mform them of the fact. In this
they are much to blame, and yet perhaps
they areall the time blaming the minister,
and wondering why he is not calling ; as
if he ought, by some mysterious and in-
visible influence connected with his pro-
fession, to know where sickness is. He
may by chance hear of some cases of
illness, and, as it were, by a side wind,
occasionally get notice that so and so
is ill, bit that is & mere chance, and it is
doing a great injustice buth to themselves
and w their minister, when people do
oot take the needful care to inform him
that his presence is desired. When you
are ill, and wish the advice and assistance
of a doctor, you send for him, and you
dont expect his presence unless he is
sent for; and the minister’s position is
the same ; he expects that he too shall re-
eewve notice when his presence is desired.
It may no doubt be szid, and it &s often
said: ‘‘ The minister might have missed
me out of Church.” Let me tell you, my
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dear friends, that were you in the pu™
with the service of the day engrowy
your whole mind,you would find it uzten
impossible to note down in your meum,
who were absent. Besides ther j.
other causes than sickness which olig
keep people from church, and iy
sometimes so trifling, that they wuy
rather the minister remained iznoran
them. But when there is sickness, i
command of the Apostle James is piy
and your duty is therein mude plu

call the elders of the church.”  If, the
you desire the presence of your minis
when there is sickness or trouble in y
families, 1emember that the least v
can do is to give him timely notice of

After making these few remarks, s
fer, 1n conclusion, one further word
earnest warning. If you desire His b
sing which maketh blessed indeed,
you would retain prosperity as a ¢
gregation, if you wish to profit byt
ministrations ot him, whom you m
called to be your spiritual guide, t
forbear, I beseech you, to irritate, 3
harass and annoy him, by goirg and
peating to him cvery little bit ot s
gossip, and every idle report whichy
may happen to hear about him. T
a terribly common evil amongst our
gregations.  Ministers now-i-day s
to be butts for every silly and mlies
tongue to have a shot at; and there
always some very ready to carry thei
tale, or the malicious remarks t
minister. This, as you all well kuow,
a fruitful source of mischiet in co
gations, and frequeatly leads to
bursting asvnder of the ties whicha
pastor and people together. T wasl:
very much struck with the truth
remark made by a minister who has
much experience in the ways ot con
gations 1n this country, while spe
to him on this very subject: *
said he, ¢ one fool can ruin a whole
gregation.” Knowing this, then
beware, I beseech you. of tittle t
about your minister, and espeviallf
repeating it in his hearing. Rathe
it be your great aim to encourage hi
speaking words ot kindness to him,
letting him know that you rem
him in your prayers at the throne of
In this way you will strengthen an
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wn, in this way you will follow atter
things which make for peace in your
idst, in this way you will cauce to de-
nd upon yourselves as a congregation,
d upon our young brother as your
stor, the rich bILbbll]"‘ of Almighty
d.

iht %ﬁnntbl ) gﬂsxmﬂ

l< hBRUARY 1879.

SIIOL.'I! R

N ThACHh\ G TH]‘,
CATECHISM.

The late Dr. McGillicray used to tell
following story :  He was paying his
pual visit at the home of a farmer in
berland’s River, and on examining
children in the Catechism tound, as
etines happens in the case of boys,
e young boy who knew them no better
he did the year before. The Dr.
ed him how was this, when the hoy
lied mournfully, - how can I have my
stions when my father won't give
to me?”

nd no doubt there are many other
nts who have to answer for the ig-
nce of their children. It isan ex-
ent custom to cause the children to
at the questions on Sunday cevening
winter time. Unless they are often
ed they cannot remember them.
istrue there are some wonderfully
people who never read the Cate-
in their lives, who don't approve
hing it to young people. But as
never read the RECORD we need
10 more about them. It has been
ced that at times of revivals of reli-
, those only who were well ground-
b Seripture knowledge received much
ing benefit from them. In the case
very ignorant and ill-trained the
impression having only a vacant,

tecord of the Churel of Scotland.
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his hands when they incline to hang idle, foolish and ignerant mind to work

on soon passed away. We do not say
that no very ignorant person can be per-
manently benefitted by seasons of revi-
val, far be it from us to say so. But if
he receives benefit it is in spite ot his ig-
norance. When parents allow their
children to grow up in ignorance of their
duties to God and man, with their sense
of right and wrong undeveloped, whag
can they expect but that their children
will grow up ignorant, presemptuous and
rebellious.  What respect can such chil-
dren have for their parents when they
grow up to manhood or womanhood.
The leaders of the reiormation under-
stood human nature better.  They
instructed the people with the Bible and
with the Catechism as well. The impe-
us they thus gave to the mind and heart
of Scotland in the direction of Evange'*

cal truth has eontinued for centun.es.
Says a late writer ** I cannot too strong-

13 recommend this doctrinal standard of
the chucch as a book to be learned by

heart in early life. I should have un-

beunded hope in regard to the future

of our Church if we could secure ths

gencral revival in the families who com-

pose our congregations «f”the old-time

Sabbath evening family scrvice, with its

Bible reading, its singing of Psalms and

Iymns, its prayers and its catechetical
exercises.

THE GREAT NORTH WEST.

The Rev. Donald Ross ot Lancaster,
P. Q., who is about to proceed to the
Saskatchewan Valley, in the Great
North West. to superintend the Missions
of the P. C. in Canada, ison a farewell
visit to his friends in N. S., and is com~
bining profit with pleasure, by meeting
with audiences in every town, village,
hamlet, and country district, to talk with



30

the people about the Great North West
and the nature of his mission cere.

On Thursday evening 20th inst., he
addressed & meeting at Springville, and
with the aid of a map ot the Canadas,
and more northern Bri..sh possessions,
gave his andience a very clear and com,
prehensive idea of the extent, climate-
productiveness, and bright future of the
North West, not only in an agricultural
and commercial point of view, but as a
grand field for Missionary operations—
which field it taken in time and wisely
and dehigently cultivated, will become
the very backbone of the I’. Church in
Canada. Nova Scotians, among others
will in all probability flock there instead
of going to help to build up a foreign
country, and in Mr. Ross their country-
man they will find a wise counsellor, a
ready helper a warm and faithful frierd.
On Sabbath the 22rd, he preached in St.
Paul’s E. R.  We wish hiin much happi-
ness and prosperity in his tar off home,
where his love for the work. and his
great desire to  benefit his expatriated
countrymen, will soon cause him to for-
get the sacrifice of comparative ease and
eomfort, together with the sweet friend-
ships of his St. Lawrence home.

M.

IN common with all other denominat-
ions. our congregations fvel the pressure
ot the hard times.  Especially is this the
case in our smaller charges. Qur peo-
ple are & willing people, but even the
mo~t willing may sowetumes find it diffi-
cult to pay the ~tipend. If there are any
eongregations in arrears, we advise them
to be patient.  All things come to him
that waits.  When the financial knot is
drawn tight, the usual American remedy
is not to untie it, but to cut it by the
minister going away, or if he is content
to ~tay by driving him off. The remedy
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is no doubt heroie, but it shows grey|
poverty of resource. Presbyteries long
ago wsed to indact ministers over chargy
in the hope that they would remain fixeg
until removed by death. Bat we haw
changed all that; and now it is grave)
proposed to alter the induction forwaul
and settle a minister only for such tim|
as folk are content to allow hkim tore
main. And all this arises from the finay
cial difficulty which a little wisdom anf
patience on the part ot hoth minister an
people might soon put right.

Tie LATE PETER GRANT. ELDER.
This much esteemed elder of the Chure
ot Scotland, died in the month of Jany
ary, at his residence Toney River. i
was a useful man in the congregation,
lover of peace and good order. Lihe
and hospitable, he was much respec
by all who knew him.

The congregation of River John hax
also to ]Jament the loss of two worth
Elders, Messrs. McGregor and Strambe
who passed away in a goed old ag
deeply respected.

Tur remittances and orders for 181
for the RECorD are somewhat encou
agine. We regret to have to st
that a kuge amount is still for due 187
It is not lecent to allow Agents top
tor the REcorp, when a grain of hones
and a little trouble, would put the man
right.

Tk case ot the Temporaiities Funds
not yet settled.  The lawyers are squ
bling cverit. The cxpense of conte
itis great, and no one csu wil when
end will come—perhaps not in  the li
time of the present parties to the suit.

01

Ox Thanksgiving day, Gairloch o
tributed as tollows: To the Asylum |

the Blind, TInstitution for he Deat s
Dumb. and to the Orphans Home ser
dollars each—in all twenty-one doll



ry of Pictou on Wednesday, 26th Feb.,
e tollowing appointments were made
or the current year:

NEW GLASGOW.
. 9th March—Mxr.

L23rd

b ITerdman.
b

b.

b

b

b

—Mr. Fitzpatrick.
oth  April—Mr. McMillan.

20th ¢ —DMr. Stewart.
4th May—>Mr. Dann.
. 18th ¢« -—DMr. McMillan.

FISHER'S GRANT.

.23rd March (3p.m.)—MrFitzpatrick
. 20th April, ¢+ —Mr. Stewart.
b. 18th May, —Mr. McMillan.

FALLS (EARLTOWN.)

b. 16th March—Mr. Fraser, .
(Mr McKay to preach at Cape John
that duy.) R. McC.

&5
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ACRNOWLEDGEMENTS.

LLECTION FOR PRESBYTERY SERVICES,

Picton . $12 00
fogers Hill . 5 00
aicloch 1 00
opewell 1 00

SH RECEIVED FOR RECORD FOR 1879.

\. Glasgow S13 00
per Jus.

“ Fraser. Esq., N
V. MeLean & (.A)

Hislop, Esq., . 2 00
. Maxwell, Lime Rock 2 00
A. McBeau, per D. I' Power 4 00
homas McBain, St. Marys 50
onald Fraser, Bsq., A. Farm 1 50
CASII FOLI: 1877 AND 1878.
v. A. J. McKichan, B'uneyq
River .20 00
ev. I, Galbraith . 20 00
ir. McDonald, Elder (x.m-
och, mdudm« ®2.10 trom 5 10
. Munro, Middle River
. W, F.

v. Mr. ()J]bl‘.ﬁfh was presemed wiih
ur Cap and an Kasy Chair, by sowme
¢ ladies of his congregation.
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At the quarterly meeting of the Presby-
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OUR OWN CHURCH.

The Rev. J. Fitzpatrick, B. A., was
ordained and inducted to the pastoral
charge of Saltsprings.  Notwithstanding
the fact that the snow lay heavy ou the
ground, the attendance both of ministers
and people was large. 'The congrega-
tion has, with its usual liberality hauled
a large supply of wood aud coal for the
new]y inducted winister. and no doubt
they intend to fence the Glebe when the
spring comes, and by this graceful act set
a good example to others. Their charch
is one of the largest in the county.
Over o year ago they added to it, and
largelv increased its seating capacity.
A meat improvement w ill” be made
when trees are planted about it.

According to the latest reports the
plague is abatmo in Russia. That huge
empire is now overwhelmed with debt.
Discontent prevails among its people.
Many ot the different races ‘of which it is
comprised are disaffected towards go-
vernment, and are only kept under by
the sword.

Our late Governor General Lord Duf-
terin, has been appointed British Minister
to St. Petersburgh. 'This appointment
shows that po‘mu are not so acrid and
savage in Britain as on this side the
water. Lord Dufferin a Liberal is nom-
inated to one of the most important of-
fices in the gift of the crown by Beacon-
field, the Conservative Premier of Eng-
land.

The public conscience in Britain is
much more developed as to public affairs
thau here. It is o longer an article ot
taith there, that all virtue is coniined to
the parly oune hapens to adhere to.
Those who differ trom one in opinion
are not looked on as wholly reprobate.
The fact is that ordinary men are tired of
the squabbles of theologians, politicans,
and loud mouthed demagogues geuneral-
ly. There is & moderation and calm-
ness in political matiters not found here.
Personal teeling does not show itself;
nien who differ in their views as to chuich
and state can condeet the affairs of a
ank or collegz or other institution for
the vublic benefit in perfect harmony.




32 The Moithly Record of the Church of Scotland.

List of—Agelits for the Record

Rev. W.McMillan, Bridgevitle. | Samuel Fraser, Br dgeyville.

Hugh McLean, West River Statiou. : George McLeod, West Kiser.

Robert Maxwell, Lime Bock, West River. . Aleaunder sutherland, Scoteh Hill.

Kentnceth sutheriand, Watervale, West Raver. ¢ Donald Fraser, Caniboo.

James MceLeod, Saltsprings. . Murdoek MeKenzie, Thice Brooks, Carriboo.

George Suthorland, Six Mile Brook.

John Fraeer, Glengary.
James Hislop, Picton.

John Ross, Scoteh Hisd.

Postnuster, New Glasgow. Aleaandor McQuanrie, Hardwood Hill
Postinastor, Stell rton. CWm. AL MeDenald, hon ytan, Colod ceter Cowr
Postmaster, Westville. U Alexander McKerzie, Curritoo Lsland.

Yev, A.J. MucKichan, Barney's River. i William MeDonald, (Elder) Gamloch.

(ieorge Gunn, Truro, i James McKay. Egq., Earlitown,

Rev.J. W. Fraser, scotshurn. i Rev. P. G@Uraith, Hopcwell.

John-McKenzie, Scotsharn. Donald Gray, Cuye John,

John MeLean, ogers Hill. Alexander Fiascr, Torey Kiver.

Alexander Meboinn\, (0 aaith,) Sect=burn. Rev. W, stewart, Melernan’s Brook,

John MeKay, ELloy, ) 1ie. Wm. M. McPherson, MePherson's Mills, 3. R
Alexander Meleilan, Mplvile. Kenneth J. M« Kenzie, West Bvanch, River 3¢
Alexander MeDoaald, Elder, Weat River Station. | Robert Douglass, Logaisville.

Daniel McKeszie, Gaivloci, Wm. McLeod, Tatemagouche River, Colcbetee

-

JJohn Sutheriand, Mill Brook. i Murdoch MeKevzie, Upper North River. i
James McLeod, Glengury. : Luf;t. Angus Ciouaen, Biver Inlaliterts, G
John R. McDonald, (Merchant) Pictou " Alan McQuasrrie, Cipe Matov, Cay e Breten,
John Sutherland, T'hres Mije House. i George aillie, Port Hnsm?e. Cape Bicton.
John Grant, Iviei Mow ‘am. PJdeseph Hant, Exa L Podadock, Cape Tacter.
Dougald MeDonaan?, 7 och Side St. Peters, C. B. : Angus McKay, 1 '#infield, Pictou County.
Wilkam Grant, (‘Tanney) pwingvilie. Rev. R. McCuup, River John.
A. McDonald, (Piper), Piidgvitle. © W. G. Pender, Halitax. .
Alexander McDonald, (iloy) Bridgville. . Ncil MeDonald, Lake Ainslie. X
Alexander MeDonald, Sunuy Brae. | Churles Frarer, &G Yauls, East River.
[
C=THE 22 Minist ers will Le kind cncugh to see thatan,

| Q‘ementh are made in all our con,gregatio;b
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——IT HAS BEEN ARRANGED THAT——— o
" Communieations for msertion, as well as I,

i
THE . MOHTHLY REG“RD’ E on business, to be addressed to

' OF THE CHURCH OF SGOTLAND, REV.J. W. FRASES.

in Nova Scetia, New Brunswick, and adjoining |

Provinces, shall be continued. Scotlllk



