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Thé Benefits of the Protestant Refore
mation.

A DISCOURSE
PREACHED BY THE REV. A. W. BERDMAN,

In St. Andrew's Church, Pictow, on the 20th
December, 1860, being the day of Tricen-
tenary, and now published by desire.

“ The time of reformaticn.”’~Hes. 1x. 10.
(Concluded.)

‘Tur first blessing which I shail mention, is
that of & preached gospel.

Before that period, there was disputation
but not much preaching; the Reformation,
however, restored that ordinance, and what a
blessing has it proved! TFor one thing, it
hias heen found to be the most effectual anti-
dete against error. With Knox in the pul-
pit, Popery was refuted and the true doctrine
established. Protestants for the last three
hundred years have employed the pulpit as
the engine for exposing and demolishing the
strzongholds of superstition and error, and
under the blast of the trumpet have the walls
of antichrist been shaken. And for another
thing, the preaching of God’s word has en-
lightened and converted more souls than has
its perusal or its teaching. The very instruc-
tion communicated by means of the pulpit, is
itself no small boon ; and when to this is add-
ed & vigorous application of the truth to the

conscience, then does preaching become effec-

. tual for good. How many dark souls has it«

lighted up for eternity, and careless hearts

admonished ! Its power is in no wise dimin- |

ished by the lapse of years: just now it is!
Vol. I1X. No. L.

heard in the streets of Naples, and becomes &
weapon for liberty under the walls of China,
and operates as an instrument of civilization
in Japan. What had the South Sea Ialands
become without preaching, and in what con-
dition had our own land been at this moment,
had reformers been silent®? Nor may preath-
ing ever be despised; for it is heaven's ap-
pointed method for salvation. Still, as in the
days of the apostles, by the foolishness of
preaching, as the world accounts it, does God
save them that believe. Hence must preach-
ing, as restored by the Reformation, be rank-
ed as & prime and important benefit derived
from that event.

A second one was the revival of literature.
Before the Reformation, the  desd languages”
alone were attended to, and even these were
entombed, but immediately afterwards =2
thirst {or general knowledge revived. The
original language of the New Testament was
studied, and professors of Greek were ap-
pointed ; while English literature began to
occupy a name angd place unknown, Milton
and Shakespeare, Dryden and Cowley, are all
the offspring of the Reformation,—not that
these were 2l Protestants, ar that there were
no histerians, poets, or philosophers befare,
but thar event whetted, as it emancipated the
human faculties, strengthened as it guided
the intellect. Our literature had neither name
nor memorial previously. ‘The dark ages
were ay devoid of the gifts of learning as of
virtue, and it is not too much to say that we
had never seen telegraphs or railways, canals
or steamboats, any mare than histerians, po-
ets, or divines, had we been sull in the ob-
scurity of the middle sges, when they who
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possesset’ the key of knowledge would nei-
ther erte- themselves nor suffer others to en-
ter. Fven yet, in (‘atholic countries, it is
only certain boohs that are allowed to be
read and civil history, thould it chance to
vpreak favorably of the Refurmation, is furth-
with proscribed or put on the shelf.  Under
such a system, how ever could literature
flourish?  No wonder that where Popery
reigns, there iz a blight upon the tree of
knowledge. Then if learuing of all kinds be
desirable, you owe this to the Reformation,
Thirdly. dn cpen Dible, and that in our
oten tongue, is a memorable benefit flowing
from the same source. [t wag the Latin Vul-
gate with its errors, sealed from the peeple

and usknown to the dergy themselves, that

obtaned previously ; in Latin were the

prayers (and yet, I believe) uttered, but Tin-,

THE CIHHURCH OF SCOTLAND

| in shackles, your conscience enslaved, but for
| that glorious charter. Say, does not the Ca-
, tholic believe only what mother Church af-
) firms ? but you are to be bound by no man
cor body of men. Your right of examning
; for yourselves you are in duty bound to exer-
cise, * searching for yourseives to know whe-
: ther these things be so.” And 23 to civil
liberty, are 1ot Catholic countries in fetters
. compared with Protestant P—the north of Ire-
land in bondage compared with the south ?
As the traveller crosses tae Apennines, he
" finds the country approacaing RRome farrow
and waste, not that the soil 13 bad, but the
monhs allow it not to be culuvated ; and as
one goes fiom the northern counties to the
svuth of Ireiand, he finds a lamentable con-
trast. Do you ask the reason ?  'The secret,
yuu are toid, is, that the former is Protestant,

dal, though at the risk of his life, printed the y «nd the iatter Cathwiic.  No energy, no hiber-
Soriptures in Loglish, aud this event paved . ty ¢ven to cuitivate the land, no wmouve to
the way for the Reformation. Then shortly | folluw improvements under Catholicism ;—
after, the people heard read, from a chained | hence Catholic countries are behind even in
Bible, all ihe words of this life. Great was, the arts of iife. [See Dill's Ireland and
their surprise nnd joy when they first listened | About’s Rome.]  Maexico, enjoying one of the
to the grace of God exhibited in the Gospeis, , finest climates, is yet noted for its idleness
so misled had they been by their prieste, and ; and unproductiveness—why ? a large propor-

when they heard the free invitadon—*Ho!
every one that thirsteth, come to the waters;
and he that hath no money, come,” wth what
gladness were their sou.s seized ! Then did
many strive to procure a copy, and many
more meet to hear again read the glad tidings
of salvation! Owe to whom the Bible is a

, tion of her population is composed of priests
| and mouks (a most unprofitable class).  And
, as for liberty, so long as Naples was under
, the late king, in vain did the English inhabi-
. tants request a site for a Churen ! The con-

cession had been too monstrous, but the mo-

ment that Garibaldi took the city, he grant-
common book little know how grateful to rlcd, and for all time coming, what they
our forefathers, just emerging from ignorance , asked. Talk of tiberty in Popish countries !
and from bondage, was this same vulumc!"—the thing is unknown. Italy is even now
But « Popery,” it is said, “ allows the Scrip- , catching the inspiration, and soon, from the
tures.” Where? in her own country? 1;Apeunnines to the utmost burders, will, we
care not what she may find it expedient to do . trust, be free; but never, if yvou believe her
in Protestant lands for the sake of appear-, Liberator, while tie Pope holds the twofold
ances; Lut did she allow it in Tuscany or in, anomelous position of Reelesiastic and Sove-
Naples ?  Were not the Madia and Guiseppt | reign. - Noj one or other he must resign, or
inprisoned and banished for the erime of | cise Italy will stili have a dark spot on_her
perusing the Scriptures? and in Rume a | centie, and a foul biot upon her beauty. May
Bible cannot be purchased under pounds ; how ; God suun free that and every other land from
can she be said 10 give the Look when she | Popish desp. tism, hoth spiritual and temporal.
sells it at so expensive a rate, and allows: F¥inhly. You owe your Church to the Re-
none of her people to read it without a per-, furmation. Yes. the Kirk of Scotland, found-
mit from the priest,—thus practically putting ; ed by Knox, is her eldest sister. From Ge-
it beyond the reach of the common jpeople,

'
]
i
+
+

i neva the Reformer drew his plan, and upon
who, accordingly, are lamentably ignorant of | Culvin's framed ins books of Disciphne.
its contents, and indeed take all things on | These are still authoritative, and his Cate-
trust ; wherefore you »nay see what wouid be | chism and Confession embodied in the West-
the results were you under her dominion, a | minster Standard. Xnox was no half Re-
shut Bible and no liberty to acquaint one's ; former, r.o Babylonish rag in his dress, no
self with its contents. You owe your open | relic of Popery in his Charch ; both in doc-
and cheap Bible, translated into your own | trine and in government he completely re-
language, to the Reformation, and is that a modelled, and left a Church more tnorougiily
blessing to be passed by without gratitude?  pure than that of England.  Aud that you

A fourth blessing is Liberty, civiiand sucred. | may kaow our Chureh’s sentiments with re-
A free country and free press, freedomn to. ference to the head of that Churcen we protest
worship God, freedom to read his word, and | against, I shall just quote one sentence front
freedom to sct according te conscience, ves, . her Confession: * There Is no other .lxead of
that most invaluable right of private judg-ithe Church but the Lord Jesus Christ; nor
ment, is undoubtedly a fruit of the Reforma- | can the Pope of Rome in any sense be head
ton. Yoar mind would be at this moment, thereof, but is that Autichrist, that Man of



IN NOVA SCOTIA AND ‘[HE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

Sin and Son of Perdition, that exelteth him-
self in the Church against Christ and all that
is called God.” Withsuch a declaration sub- |
scribed by our ministers, and professed by
our members, shall we be found mincing mat-
ters about Popery, or apologizing for a system
that js a0 decried in our Confession® If we
do, we are not sincere members of our Church, '
v5. are we true to her Confession.

Then the Kirk, with her Doctrine and Dis.
cipline, we owe to the Reformation, and she
is the mother of all other Presbyterian bo-
dies—the mother, too, of her Colonial daugh-'
ters whom she both planted and still waters,
and to her are we indebted for ministers, mis. |
sionaries, and the education of the vouth,
Aud shall we not imitate her zeal in apposi-
tion to both Popery and Puseyism ?

“ But countries differ,” eome wiil tell us,
it systems do not, and that system we con-,
demn boasts of its unchangeableness. Then
let us be tnaltered in our abhorrence of it, in |
our joy of deliverance from it, and in our
lolding no compromise with it, for that is.
incompatible ; but, abharring this systens, let
us pity and pray for its abettors that they
may be brought to the truth, and that the re- |
formed Churches may be still more purified,
both ministers and people filled with the
healthful spirit of refuormation, that so our
land may be blessed, and our Chureh biequeath
1o lasting generations the legacy of a pure
Confession and reformed worship, worthy of |
which blessing may her children be found to,
he! '

The sixth and last benefit I will mention is
that of £ arish Schools. It was Knox's idea
to have a school for useful learning wherever
was planted a Church, and Scotland, with her
thousand schools, realized the idea. You
know how these Parish Schools have distin- |

3

advanced as Ireland, west and south, Wili-
out that event, our country had been as far
Lotk as some parts of Cape Breton, and as
little able and willing to advance as these!
Nay, we could have even had no Protestant
sovereign at this moment, no Queen, no Brit-
ish Constitution, and no free Houses of Le-
gislature, for these are still under the ban of

; the Court of Rome, and it is the oath of su-

premnacy that secures the Protestant sucees-
sion, and then whete had been our country.
and where our hopes? Thiuk as highly ot
our prowess as we may, and as little of the
difference batween Protestantism and Popery,
but for that event we are met this day to com-
memorate we must have been as Spain,
third-rate power, and as Laly, compelled tu
strike for freedom ; and therefore disguise it
rot, impute it not to other causes, but for
the Refurmation the pall had heen on Nova
Scotia, and a blight upon her children. Wnere-
fore I have bLut discharged a duty in endea-
voring to arouse Yuu to a sense of your ade
vartages and privileges, that you may leara
to appreciate and bless God for them, as well
as to walk worthy of them, and transmit
them, unimpaired, to latest posterity.

With two reflections I shall conclude this
discourse.

1st. Let us hold our Protestantism with
the convictions of truth on the one hand, and
with charity tu those from whom we differ on
the other,

We are Protestants, not only their descend-
aunts, but ourselves I’rotestants, and neither
silence 1or evasion as to the errors of Po-
pery are we to hold, IHere can be necom-
promise. Indifference, too, is guilt. Our
ministers cannot discharge their duties with-
out warning their hearers against these er-
rors, and they would be untrue to themselves

guished the names of Scotchmen for piety and | and te their people if they were to be silent,
for perseverance throughout the world; and ; But, then, charity to these from whom we
as some of you kunow hy experience, in these | differ we are also to hold, and neither to ma-
scheols science and religion were twins, the ' 'gn their character nor to hand them over to
pupil was taught the Catechism and Psalins : perdition, but to give them credit for sincerity
ns well as the series of lessons. The conse- , and zeal, and to pray for their enlightenment.

quence was, that he was not left ignorant of |
the principles of religion and virtue, and
therefore not the prey and fool he otherwise
might have been, In these respects, the Par-
ish Schools are models, and might profitably
be followed by schools in other lands.

| There are seasons when we could co our Ca-
tholic neighbours good, if we embraced the
opportunity and were aotuated by the right
!spirit; while, on the other hand, it is fu
i easier to harden them and render them intol-
erable ;—wherefore, wisdomi and harmless-

And now it is plain, that for our privileges | ness are requisite. Neither standing aloof,
and advantages, civil and sacred, for all that | like the Levite, ot the one hand, nor tradu-
exalts us, as 3 peorle, as well as benefits us | ing their character, on the other, will answer,
asindividuals, for freedom to the mind as well , but acting the part of the Good Samaritan to
as liberty from external thraldom, for our |them when in want; and then we may hope
open Bihles as well as for our reformed  that they will see something in our religion

Chureh, for our schools and colleges, for our | to charm. and ask for our Rible to console.

right of private judgment and for a preached
gospel, for the doctrine of Justificatron by
Faith, the sinner’s foundatian and Zion's pil-
lar ;—for these, among other blessings too nu-
merous to mention, are we indebted to the glo-
rious Reformation. Without that event, we
had been as Ltaly, in darkness, and nat so far

i'l‘heir children, too, are not undeserving of

our care ; wher-fore charity and kindness to
their persons should go along with conviction
of the erroneousness of their system, and these
two can well stand togethe..

2nd. Let us, as zons and daughters of the
Reformation, do something worthy af our
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privilegzes and advantages. Knox was a!
practical reformer.  No fine apun theories, no |
vesting in notions with him 3 he made Church !
and School go together, and elevated the:
community; got Bibles introduced into house-
holds, and transmitted wholesome rules. He'
was o man for the times, and why should we .
let drop the good work hie begun?  Reforma- -
tion is yet nieded, and is a practical work, in
eur houscholds, in our Churches, and in our
community.  Can we nat set our hand to any
useful reform that others may be the hettered
thereby ? 1 plead for no work out of our,
sphere, and for no controversy, but can you
el ageing 1o mission among ragued childrern
or clothe no naked ones, or get to the Chureh
or Sabbath Schooi none from the highways
and hedues —~but why should 1 particular-
ize? Whoever has an eye to the useful can-
not fail of henefitting, temporally or spivituai-
iy, his fellows, and whoso neglects 1o do so
i1s & poor child of reform. Your doing so,
mare than vour attendance here this day, my
friends, will prove you to be worthy sons and
daughters of the Reformation. )
*Now let thy work and pow'r appear,
thy servant’s fuce before,
And show unto their children dear,
thy glory evermore.

And let the beauty of the l.ord,
our God be us upon,

Qur handy-works establish thou,
establish them each one.”

O

FOR THYE MONTHLY RECORN i
Tho Goodly Fellowship of the Pro-.
phets Praise Thee. !

_ KING DAVID.

A SUFIHERD ROY in Bethlehem's land, '
(GGod ealled him for his own,

Greing unto his tuneful hand,
A harp of charmed tone;

‘The evil spirit to dispel,

AVhase awful shadow darkly ell,
Around Saul’s heart and throne,

jlis shepherd staff ho laid aside,
Where ilashed the seldier’s sword,

When Gath’s great champion defied .
‘The armies of the Lord; :
Not then hie battle armour took, !

A sling and smooth stones from the brook, |
Fulfilled Jehovalh’s word. !

Called and beloved, he still obeyed,
Though persecutions fire.
3iis valiant spirit oft dismayed,
And quenched love's strong desire ;
The king who shewed him favour first, !
Now sought his life, and strangely cursed :
Ilis path, by envy’s ire. !

Yet faithful to his own decree,
God kept His chosen one,
‘I he royal root of Jesse's tree,
The Heuse of David’s Son; 1
In death’s dark vale, by waters still, i
Ife led him on victorious still,
To Israel’s mighty throne.

Crowned and anointed from abiove,
Blessed with life's richest part.

Sought out and honored by such love,
One after God's own heart :

Could David sin, cxalted thus ?

Alas! for him as well as us,
‘The tempter tried his art.

And Israel's royal monarch fell,
Long had the archer striven,

By wmany & strange, seductive speit,
To lure his soul from heaven:

Blinded. his dooming voice began,

When Nathan's worde, ** Thou art the man,”
Unleosced what sin had riven.

Fven then, his God forsook him nent,
But wrought deliverance still,

His truth and mercy unforgot,
On Zion’s holy hill;

And David’s heart, by sorrow ren,

Sore humbled, strove its punishment,
In meeknass to fulfil.

God's hand lay heavy on his throne,
Still heavier on his heart,

When Absalom, his goodly son,
Assayed the rebel's part;

Stealing men's hearts, as there he sate,

Judging their cause in Judah's gate,
By Hebron's erowded mart.

Until he grasped his father's crown,
‘Then Israel's leaders rose,
Where crested Olivet lonks down,
And Kedron's water flows s
Parsuing on through Ephraim’s wood,
Where lofty oaks luxuriant stood.
To death their flying foes.

There Absalom fell by Jouab's dart,
Bencath the great oak tree,

S+ill rings this wail f-om David's heart?
Adown Time's hoary lee;

0Oh! Absalom, my son, my son,

Would God before this deed were done.,
‘That I had died for thee.”

Thus through a baptism of pain,
He found the narrow way,

Took up on Judal’s hills the strain,
And saw by faith the day

Of him who here the winepress trode.

‘I'he Prince of Peace, the Mighty God,
Deliverer, King for aye.

1is advent fired, wrapt David's soul,
How woke his glorioue lyre,

Blending In one immortal whole,
Hymns touched with living fire;

Like hosts who bear victorious palms.

From age to age those glorious Psalwe.
The Church’s heart inspire.

We breathe them when our souls are wrung,
By sorrow and by sin:

We ring them where our harps are hung,
Amid earth’s toil and din;

We chant those noble sougs of praise,

When we to Gogd vur voices raise,
His holy house within.

A priest by virtue of the rite,
From Sxmuel’s holy hands,
A XKing renowned for strength and migit,
O’er Israel’s fruitful lands;
By tuneful harp and hallowed lip,
Among the goodly tellowship
Of prophets, David stands.
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Stricken in years, his warfare done,
e aid his sceptre down,
Bequeathing to great Solomon,
tis blessing and his crown;
Then hushed his harp, and calmly slept,
Where Judah's royal daughters wept,
In David's honored town.

But throngh the might of David’s son,
Who David's line restored,

Barth's Saviour, Heaven's Almighty one,
‘T'he great Incarnate Word!

David at last in glory stood,

Among the countiess multitude,
Who stand before the Lerd !

1H{arizax, Dre. Sth, 1862. M.J. K.

—_—0

THE CIHURCH IN NOVA SCOTIA.
Report of a Missionary Tour in
Cape Breton.

ArTER ussisting at the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper at Lochaber, I landed, in com-
pany with Mr. McKay, in Cape Breton on the
last day of September. Meeting with Mr.
McGregor next day, we were ali conveyed by
the kindness of friends to River Inhabitants
Bridge, where it was thought proper, that
Mr. McKay should strike off for the central
districts of the Island, Mr. McGregor and
myself pursuing our journey on that night
and next day, through St. Peter’s to Grand
River, where we arrived on ‘Thursday even.
ing, the 2d October. In consultation with
Mr. Gunn at Grand River it was arranged
that I should go to Loch Lomond and Mr.
McGregor to Framboise, which i3 twelve
miles farther down the coast. Accordingly
Mr. Gunn and I went up Grand River to
Locn Lomond on Saturday. ‘The scenery on
the journey up this river is varied and bheau-
tiful. There is a fine waterfall.at some dis-
tance from the road, where after forming two
little cascades the stream makes a nobie

plunge with noise and foam over a coneidera- |

ble precipice into a dark and awful pool be-
neath. 'The farms beside Grand River and
around Loch Lomond are fair average pro-

perties and the houses indicate, that the set-

tlers are comfortable. Loch Lomond is a
jong irregulur lake, studded with beautifui
islands and of diversified shape, baving points
and covers innumerable. By a h: ppy natur-

al arrangement it narrows in the middle, so !
that a bridge affords a ready communication |

to the settlers on both sides. The Presbyte-
rian families here number ai least a hundred
and fifty. I preached in the forenoon and
Mr. Gunn in the afterncon in the church.
The morning was very wet but there was a
good attendance.  We met with some of the
people in theevening, On Tuesday Mr. Me-
Gregor came from Framboise, preached and
addressed the people upon the principles and
prosnects of the church. On Wednesday I
preached to a full house on the other side of
the lake; wd on Thursday [9th Oct.Jto a

o)

“large number of peopie, assemoled in tie
"house and around the door of Mr. Angus
' McCaish, Miller. [ received there very clase
attention and there was evideatly an interest
awakened in the hearts of the people. 1n
_their minds, asin Cape Breton generally.
" there was a strong undercurrent of affection
"for the Church of Scotland, an  affection
“which doses of misrepresentation long ant
assiduously administered have not sufliced to
, turn effectually from its ancient channels. 1
- shall not soon forget their kindness,
On next Sunday Mr. Gunn aud T preached
at Ferguson’s Lake, where a large number of
i people assembled inan empiy barn.  There
: being service in the Chureh at Grana River
"about two wmiles off, we considered the audi-
Vence very good. On meeting with some of
* the people afterwards there was the ssme ery.
| “ What can vou do for us.” Oa Monday we
" set out for the apposite side of the island, a
| journey of a hundred and tweniy miles.
- "T'his journey was tedious to me berause I had
10 opportunity of preacking but otherwise
nteresting. I had an opportunity of lament-
. ing the waste of labor at the St Peter’s ca-
; nal—a discouraging spacimen of colenial en-
| terprise, and inspecting an old French fort
!"at the same place, which was taken by the ex-
! pedition that captured Louisburg. T shall
; not delay however enumerating the celightful
| places I saw in deseribing the good und kind
people I met on the way. I arrived at Broad
Cove on Friday night. I preached on Sunday
ito a large audience in Mr. Gunn's Church.
1On Monday I preached again in the same
place and explained calmly the privciples and
! position of our Church afterwards. I started
that afternoon, which was both rainy and
i stormy, for Margacee., After traveliing for
five hours through bad roads’in a dark night
along the shores of the raging ocean, 1 ar-
rived at ten o'clock at the house of Mr. Jonn
i McLear, stiff with coid. In his hearty wel-
come I soon forgot the discomtort of the way.
Next morning at ten o'clock Ipreacied in the
i litile Chureh at Margaree to about forty peo-
‘ple. T had great resson to be satisfied with
the zeal of the people i coming out at such
shurt notice and with their attention and
y kindness. I immediately performed a jour-
pney of twenty taree miles buck to Broad
, Cove, where Lartived late on Tuesday night.
t Oa Wednesduy morning I started in com.
pany with Mr, Gana for tne Lake Ainslie
. Chureh, which was ata distance of twelve
, miles.  Meautime it began to rain and the
road was very bad. Tne consequence was
, that we were an hour after the time and when
| we arrived there was but a dozen about the
i Chareh. A false report also prevented their
|
]

1
i

coming. I went in and commenced the ser-
vice, however, and in a shorttime there would
. be ubout fifty present. I said a very few
. words on Church matters after sermon.  Next
, day [22d] we travelled to Ross River, a dis-
i tance of twenty miles. [ addressed a few
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peop];, who assembled in the house next ! 1843, the people, the ministers, the wmission-
morning. 'I_'he scenery round Margaree and | aries, the catechists belonged to the Church of
Ross River is very fine, indeed sublime. ‘The { Scotland. They had rejoiced in this connex-
Margarce meets Ross River at a place which . ion in Scotland, and had received all the spi-
g‘lorles in the elegant name of “ The Chimney ; ritual benefits, which they did enjoy, through
(.orper." Here there is a broad valley and | that Church. Up to that time, ministers, ei-
an immense interval of almost incalculable | ders and people were of one mind. * Peace
value. The place is much visited by tourists | wae within their walls.” Then, in 1844, the
and especially anglers as the fishing is unsur- | clergy thought proper to come up to Pictou,
passed. ) and secede from the same to the same.” The
On Thursday we followed a tolerable road { people had then to he sudjected to a long wea-
through mountain scenery acrosss to Middle ¢ ry a 'd barren process, continued for years, by
R)\:er , passing some pretty lakes on the way. | which it was hoped that they might cease to
Intimation having been given the previous :revere the Church of Scotland, ané transfer
day I preached ina private house or Satur- | their ullegiance to the Free Church. At the
d_ll}' to a very fair assemblage of people. On | census of 1852, ahout 5,000 remained refrac-
Sunday I preached in the Middle River|tory patients, and still recorded their adher-
Church. On Monday also I preached and |ence o the Church of their fathers. "Then
made a few remarks on Church matters. | came a new era and a new change. In the
Those of the people with whom we conversed | case of those who had heen Free Church peo-
expressed themselves as highly delighted | ple, (though I know of no Church in Nova
with the visit and proceedings of Messrs. | Scotia, freeer than our own) they were sud-
McKay and McGregor, the other members of | denly called upon to form a new alliance, and
the deputation, who had been there before | fix their affections, which had hardly time to
my arrival.  After being very kindly enter- | getfirmly planted, to a new body. Then came
1ained to dinner by Mrs. Farghason, widow | the suppression of the Free Church returns in
af the late pious and devoted minister of that | the census, and last of all the Church’s bill in
congregation, we travelled in the rain about | its first shape at least. All these movements
twenty miles on our way to Whycocomagh | have quite distracted the minds of honest peo-
and arrived quite wet at the house of Mr. [ ple. ‘logether with all this came a violent
Mathieson, wholives about five miles from the | way of preaching upon the public topics of the
village. Next day wearrived at the hospitable | day, and the agitations of politics carried
dwelling of Mr. McDougal in Whycocomagh, | openly to the House of God. I do not say
where I preache” the same evening and ad- | that such .lLings were universal. There were
dressed to the people a few words on Church | honorable exceptions. 1 am only alluding to
matters. Next day, Wednesday being a lei- | well-known and well-eatablished facts. And
sure day I took the opportunity of ascendinga {1 have to state further, what eye-witnesses
most beautiful and imposing hill, overhang- ! know, that all these causes have produced in
ing the village. Indeed from height, rugged- , the minds of the people, either a slavish dread
ness and sublimity it is quite entitled to re- | of their clergy, amounting to degrading ser-
ceive the appellation of mountain, even from | vility, or a deep-rooted dislike and distrust.
a Scotchman. The view from itis well worti: { They bave also injured true and undefiled re-
the trouble of going up and coming down. | jigion, and made it consist in a perpetual un-
[We couid not decide which was the more | holy excitement, undoubtedly faverable to
difficult operation.] Your eye stretches over l «rime, and unfriendly to sober morals.
the broad expanse of the Bras D’or with its| In the case of those who have adhered to
innumerable islands, peninsulas, bays and, our Charch, too much cannot he said in com-
crooked promontories. On everv side vou ;mendation of their Ieyaity and firmness. I
could see noble mountains, fertile, most of | trust that every exeriion will he made to at-
them to the top, and large patches on their i tend sausfactorily to their spivitual wellare, 1
mighzy sides indicating the progress of civili- | have expericnced uniform Kindness from the
zation. Beside these great oiijects the couta- | people of all shades of opinion, of which I
wes of Whycocomagh and their inhabitants,  shall ever have a pleasing remembrance. I
far down below us appeared very insignificant ; met with no hardship, but enjoyed every com-
for the moment. But just as rapidly as Ijfort, wherever | went. I can say conscienti-
came down that formidable bartlement must | entiously, that I sought the welfare of the peo-
1 descend from poetry to prose. Next day I ple in my mission, and carefully abstained
started for home where I arrived in tw2 days ; from saying anything that might distract their
and three nights. minds, or add to their embarrassment. I
Desiring to he brief, and knowing that Mr. | avoided saying anything of Church matters, on
Gunn will report his own praceedings, Lirave | the Lord’s day, and when I was compelled
apoken in the first person, endeavouring to re- ; from the general misapprehension and preju-
late my own missionary labors. dices of particular districts to say something
The ecclesiastical staie of Cape Breton is; of a defensive nature, of our Church, I cate-
very pecuilar. 1 innch question if a similar | fully abstained from reflections upon other
state of matters can be found in any other § Churches of Christ, simply claiming that chris-
part of the world. Before the secession of | tiun recognition which I extended to others,
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1 thank kind friends in the Island of Cape
Breton, for their warm reception of myself
and my friends, and sinccrely hope that our
brief intercourse may be profitable to both,

ArLaN PoOLLOK.

Report of Labours within the Bounds
of the Presbytery of Pictou,
during the Month of
September, 1862.

THE CLERK OF PRESBYTERY having noti-
fied me, that I had been appointed under au-
thority from Synod, to supply River John,
during the month of September, I proceeded
to my destination at the commencement of
the specified time. The pecple received me
with a hearty welcome, and, indeed, through-
out the whole time I was with them, showed
me ‘no small kindness,’ thus rendering my
labours in their midst, very light and pleasant.
My board and lodging cost me nothing, &
horse and carriage were always at my dispo-
sal, and at the close of my four weeks stay, a
deputation waited upon me with eleven dol-
lars for the Synod’s Home Mission, and forty
dollars for myself, not to mention many other
substantiai tokens of esteem and affection, on
the part of sectionsand individuals of the con-
gregation, all tendered in the most respectful
aud delicate manner. Facts like these re-
quire no comment. They indicate a Christian
state of mind and feeling, which would mani-
fest itself similarly to any faithful minister
who mav be placed over them in the Lord.
Indeed, were 1 to give adequate expression to
the warm feelings I eutertain for the River
John people, I would certainiy be accused of
exaggeration.

In submitting this Report, IThave to inform
the Presbytery that the new Church at River
John is now finished. It is about widway
along the shore between Pi:tou and Wallace,
and it thus forms in that direction, an impor-
tant link between the Pictou and Cumber-
land congregations. The building is the larg-
est and most commodious in the village: it
contains 73 pews, which will seat about 400
people.  On almost every occasion on which
1 preached in it, benches had to be provided
to accomodate the numbers that assembled :
and the devout appearance of the people, and
the great and evident interest, taken in the
services of the sanciuary, were all that could
be desired. And from what I have seen of
our adherents there, by visiting them at their
own houses, and conversing with them, [ have
reason to believe that those appearances were
not fallacious; but that the good seed has
been sown in the hearts of many. Their
readiness also to attend prayer-.neetings or
scripture lectures in the Church, on week-day
evenings, for we held such every week, and to
ceas from busy labor, to attend congregation-

sl meetinzs, might well be imitated by many
of our older congregations, especially in towns
where the Churen 18 near at hand, yet, where
the attendance at the weekly prayer-meetings
would lead the spectator to suppose himself
in the Southern States, in a town from which
all the men had gone off to the war, while on-
ly a few women were left to go to the house
of prayer.

As to the finances of the congregation,
while they have, 1 believe, fulfilled all the en-
gagements under which they were for services,
they are still somewhat 1n debt or: account of
their Church. While I was there we had a
meeting for the sale of pews, and between 40
and 50 were disposed of. More would have
been sold, could they have held out the hope
of soon having a minister. But when the
notes which the Trustees hold, are paid up,
the debt will not amount to more than £50
or £60: and this sum, I think, that the Lay
Association and Bome Mission should assist
them in paying. Were they to receive £10
or £15 from each of these two sources, it
would be a great encouragement to the peo-
ple, and as I believe, that the members
of the Pictou Presbytery are now mem-
bers of the Lay Association, I feel that
I am not out of order, in making the above
suggestion, and with the greatest deference to
the Presbytery, I would earnestly press the
matter, as worthy of immediate attention.
Were such action taken, the congregation
would be able to pay off all the debt, on which
they are paying irterest, and thus no inconsi-
derable relief wo.ld be given to an eminently
deserving people. 1 have to remind the
Presbytery, also, that heretofore they havene-
ver received anything from any of the Funds
or Schemes of the Church. and in making this
application, I am only fulfilling a promise
which I gave to them,

With respect to the manner in which this
congregation is o be supplied until next
meeting of Synod, I may be aliowed one
ward, as it has no representative in the Fres-
bytery: and that is to say, aithough there are
many vacancies within the bounds of the
Preshytery, I trust that it will not e alioge-
ther overlooked. [am sure that no congrega-
tion would grudge its minister for one Sab-
bath, to this little flock. And when other
ministers arrive on the field, 2 portion of whose
services may be aliscated to River John,
prompt payment will be made to the Preshy-
tery, of any rate which is estabiished for mis-
sionary supply. It might be interesting to
inquire into the causes that have tended to
the prosperity of this comparatively new sta-
tion., There is one which all ministers and
missionaries would do well toattend to; that
in the great majority of families at River John
the ¢ Monthly Record” is taken. And yet I
have heard missionaries assign as a reason,
for not encouraging the circutation of this our
only Church paper, tnat their people were but
new beginners, and were burdened with too.
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many other calls on their purses at tins time! | It was unanimously agreed that each minister
I cannot here refrain from also recording the be enjoined to urge the claims of the Lay

great progress which they made as a congre-
gation, during the twelvemonth that Mr. Sin- !
ciair kindly consented to take charge of them,
such being the only regular services thatthey
ever received. I found on my return this,
rear, more of a healthy Church feeling, more
unanimity, and a more generally diffused zeal ,
than I had ever seen hefore. Anditis myi
firm conviction, nasw, that if the Presbytery
will, at this crisis, encourage and assist them
sumewhat, it will not be long hefore the con- |
yregation of River John ranks among the:
wmnost flourishing in the county.
G. M. GraNT,
Ordained 3lissionary.

Presbytery of Pictou.

AT last ordinary meeting of Presbytery
£3rd December), inter alia, it was proposed |
and unanimously agreed 1o that the Rev. A.
MceKay, of Saltsprings, be a delegation to
praceed to Scotland forthwith, to confer with
the Colonial Ce-mmittee, and with licentiates,
with a view to supply our spiritual destitution;
adso, that a committee, consisting of Messrs.
McGregor, Sinclair, Herdman, Pollok, J.
McKay, Esq., and to consult with W. Gor-
don, Esq., be appoinied to make final arrange-
ments for payment of expenses and other ne-
cessary matters, with power, if needful. to
summon the Preshytery to give Mr. McKay
final instructions,—this commiltee to meet
with Rev. A. McKay on Tuesday, the §th, at !
New Glasgow.

With reference to Mr. Goodwill’s report,
it was agreed that the Clerk write Mr. G,,
thanking him for his efficient services, and
expressing the hape that he mav returnto
his field next summer. The Preshytery
agree to supply Wailace and Pugwash in the
following months: Mr. McGreger in March;
Messrs, Puoilox and tinclair in February;
Mr. Medliiian in January ; and Mr. MeCurdy
in December. Applications from the River
Jeha cangregation for services having been
read, the Presbytery agiee to hold out the
hope of services being wiilingly and readily
ziven as soon as the abaent winisters return
from their nission, and that Mr. Sinclair be
requested to state the circumstance to the
people and the Ligh satisfaction of the Pres-
bytery with their conduct and success. H

Supplies for Saitsprings and Gairlach were !
appointed to be given as follows: Mr. Herd-
man on 1st Sabbath of Junuary, at Salt-
springs ; Mr. McGregor on 2nd or 3rd do., at
Geirloch; Mr. Sinclair on 1st Sabbath of
February, at Salisprings; Mr. McMillan on
Srd Sabbath February at Gairloch ; Mr. Pol-
lok on 2ud Sabbath of March at Saltsprings.

Mr. Pollok then read a report of the tour
in Cape Breton which was apnroved and or-
dered to be published in the Monthly Record.

Association upon their congregations at the
earliest opportunity.
Meeting closed with prayer.

o]

CHURCH AT HOMHY.

Death of Norman McILeod {of St.
Columba Church.

W= cannot allow the death of a clergyman
so much distinguished for mental accomplish-
ments and the graces of a Christian and ge-
nial character as Dr. Norman McLeod, of St.
Columba Church, to pass with the simple an-
nouncement which will he found in our obitu-
ary notice of tnis morning. His long life of
unwearied activity and zealous devotion to
his Master’s cause has been brought to a close
¥et nout quite suddenly, as for the last two or
three vears he has been in a dubious and in-
firm state of health. At the ripe age of 78
he has passed away to his rest, leaving behind
him much to testify that the world has beena
geiner by his presence here, and leaving, as
not the least, a name and a memory beloved
and respected by the wide circle to which he
was personally known. He was the son of
the Rev. Mr. McLeod, minister of the parish
of Morven, who, for neariy half a century,
laboured in the unobtrusive and faithful dis-
charge of the duties of that office. Born in
1784, e was early destined for the Church.
as was also his brother, John McLeod, who
afterwards, like himself, obtained the degree
of Doctor of Divinity, and who succeeded hix
father as minister of Morven, where he now
labours. Harving studied in Edinburgh and
Giasgow. Dr. McLeod commenced his duties
in the parish of Kilbrandon, in the Synrod of
Argyil, assistant, and on the death of Dz,
Smith, of Campbelton, he was apoointed by
his Grace the Duke of Argvil to succeed Dr.
Smith on his death, in 1808. This appoint-
meat was in compliance with an application
by the congregation of Dr. Smith, whe had
advised his congregation to apply on behalf
of Dr. McLeod to the patron.  He was miu-
ister of Campbeltown for sixteen years, and
during that peried the wost affectionate rela-
tions sprung up and subsisted between him
and Dis congregativn.  Ile was then offered
a presentation to Campsie, of which parish
he was minister from his ordination, in 1823,
1o the year 1836, when the Gaelic Chureh of
Ingram Street. Glasgow. became vacant by
tire death of Mr. John M'Laurie. Dr. Mec-
Leod was unanimously cailed upon to succeed
him. The congregation was strictlly a High-
land congregation, and Dr. McLeod felt it
his duty te accept the charge which was offer-
ed to him, and he accordingly entered upon
his duties as minister of that church. In
Campsie also his relation to his congregation
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had been one of the most agrecable and
friendly nature. Probably his earnest and
unwearving efforts in behalf of the interests
of the Highlanders both at home and abrond
had attracted the attention and won the re-
gard of the Highland congregation waorship-
ping in Ingram Street Church. He had been
the means of bringing before the General As-
sembly their wants in reference to education
and in the vear following his translation to
Campsie, in 1828, he entered upon the sub-
ject at great length before the Assembly. In
this scheme he was largely aided by his friend

Principal Baird, and throngh their united ex--
ertions it was welcomed tiroughout the conn.’

try with an ardour and enthusiasm which

must have been gratifving indeed to i1s pro. .

moters. The ample success of the scheme
subsequently, aud to the present date, indi-
<ates the hearty zeal with which Dr. MeLead
and his coadjutors prosecuted it.

e
Gt

‘Church to prerare buoks for these schonls,
which his Gaelic scholarship abundantlv en-
sbled him to do.  Oneof these was an abrid -

ment of a Celtie dietionary, and another was’
the text bonk read in the senior Gaelic class- )

es. i devation to G.elie literature also
ed him, while a2 Campsie, ta eswace in the
preparation and pubiication of 2 Gaeiic nerio-
dical, which was carried on for several years

with very greas delizit to himsel”, as he af-’

terwards professed, and doubtiess also with

benelit to others hoth at home zud abroad.

He had aiso applied himseif to the study of
the Irish dialect, and was frequentiv invited
o atlend meetings of the Syaod of Ulster,
and, on one occasion, was depuzed to repre-
sent the General Assembly of the Church of
Seotland. and was present at mertings of Sy-
nod of Ulster held in Belfast, Londonderry.,
and Dublin. In the Ilast-named city he was
urzed ta visit the churches in the west of Ire-
iand, to preach to such congregations as had
been already formed, and to hold meetings at
different stations in the countivs of Galway,
Maia, &e., with Presbyterians who pmpméd
to unite with them and buiid new churches.
{Ie was perticularly, however, urged to culti-
vate his knowledge of the Irish language,
swith a view to assisting the Synad in prepar-

iug a metrieal version of the Psalms of Jla- '’

vid iu that dialeet. The work was undertak-
et by Dr. MeLeod and Mr. Thaddeus Con-
nelian, and concluded. Proceeding to Lon-
don with the manusecript of the work, the
Bishops of the Church of Englund and Chris-
uians of &ll denominations gave him a cordial
srelcome, and kis Majesty King Wiliiam the
Fourth, to whom the Psalms were, by per-

niission dedicated, received him graciously, |
and expressed x deep interest in the under-

taking.  During the famine of tie years 1837-
8, and 1846-47, through the fuilure in the
potato crop, Dr. Meleod was, along with two
others, commissioned to visit England, and
collect meney for the alleviatien of the dis-

Dr. Me--
Leod was honoured by the request of the’

U
tress that then prevailed, and through their
exertions very liberal aid was extended to the
suffering Highlanders. In the vear 1836 D..
McLeod was elected Moderator of the Gen-

_eral Assembly. and a few vears afterwards he
was appointed one of the Teans of the Chapsi
Roval, which latter office he hiald till hix
death. The Gaelic Chapel in Giacgow, tu

vwhich Dr. MeLeod was translated in 1834,
was sihsequuently raised. by his zeal, ability.

tand energy, to the position of the Tarish

i Churck of St Columhba. ‘The love of the

" congregation of St. Columba Church towardis

their pastor was well expressed on the occs-

sion of the jubilee to I)r. McLeod. when i:e

comyneted in 1838 the fiftieth vear of his misn-

istrv.  He was then presented with a portrai:
+of himself by the master-hand of Mr. Gr:.-

- lrun Gilbert, as a token of the congresations

! affection and esteem. Since his jubilee he

f,as preached sometimes, but not frequentiy.

and durieg the last two or three vears he has
been almost entirely laid asids from duty.

His palpit ministrations were highly valued

for their lucidity and earnestness, carryins

comfort aud encouragement to many a hosom
and solace to many a sorrowiag heart. He
nreached before her Majesty at Blair-Athole,
on one of her first visuis to Scotland, and on
her Majesty’s subsequent visit to Glasgow.
she at once recownized the Idactor on heard
the Fairy at the Broomielaw, and greeted him
very cordiaily. le was present at the Pee!

Banquet, and 100k a part in the proceedings.

‘The deceased Dr. McLeod, himsels the sox
of one minister and hrotiter of another, leaves
behind him two sons.who havelikewise devoted
themselves to the work of the ministry, The
cldest son, Dr. Norman McLeod, of the Ba-

i rany, and the distinguished Editor of “ Good
Words,” is esteemed and ioved for his large-

'hearted sympathies, and his life of active

I'weli-doing, wherever his name is known.

"Tre second is the Rev. Donald McLeod, min-

-ister of Linlithgow. "The nephew of the de-
ceased, the Ilev. Norman McLeod, succeeds
him in the charge of the congregation of St.

i Columba. Another nephew, the Rev. John

i Johm McLeod, is minister of Dunse. His
son-in-law, the Rev. Archd. Clerk, is minister

' of Kiimallie. The third son of the deceased

gentleman is Dr. George . B. McLeod, of

this city, and his fourth son is Mr. John Mec-

Leod, of the Union Bank, Kirk-caldy, and

'factor to the Earl of Glasgow in Fife. He

 leaves also a widow and four daughters.-—

Glasgow Herald.

O

Jubilee of Rev. Mr. Liston, of Red-
gorton.

A public meeting of the parishioners and

, friends of the Rev. William Liston, of Red-

; gorton, was held in the Farish Church there

i on the evening of Thursday last, for the pur-

pose of celebrating his having completed the
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fiftieth year of his ministry in the parish, and |rapidly disappearing before the agricultural
of presenting him with a testimonial in com-  and other improvements of the day ; but still
memoration of that event. There wasalarge as I traverse your fields and yonr highways,
attendance of pavishioners and others. Among I almost feel as if 1 were young again, and
those present were—the Rev. Professor Lis- | for the moment cannot help regarding myself
ton, Edinburgh ; Rev. Dr. Ritchie, Lorgfor- as really a parishioner as any one amongst
ean; Rev. J. Anderson, Kinnoull ; the 3%ev., you. So much in the way of apology for my
Messrs. Scott and Fleming, Perth ; Rev. Mr. | being here at all, and for taking part in this
Milroy, Moneydie; Rev. Messrs. Baxter and | day’s most interesting transaction. You are
M‘Laren ; James Maxtone Graham, I3sq., of | met to do honour to your venerable and ven-
ledgorton ; James Tasker, Esq. ; Arch. Reid, , erated pastor, who, for more than half a-cen-
Ysq.; Jobn Somerville. Esq., Glasgow ;| tury, has most honourably and usefully fulfill-
Messrs. Fenwick, Dobie, Hepburn, &c.  Let- , ed the high duties of his sacred profession.
ters of apology were received from the Rev., It is not for me, so hitle qualified to do jus-
Dr. Crombie, Scone; Rev. Dr. Craik, St. | tice to the theme, to dwell upon the.mimste-
George’s, Glasgow ; Rev. Mr. Wilson, Dun- | rial endowments of our venerated friend :
ning; Rev. Mr. Wight, Auchterarder, and , there are those of his brethren present by
athers. ! whom that duty will be more appropriately
J. Maxtone Graham, Esq, on being called | performed. But there are qualities which we
10 the chair, said that it afforded him much  can all appreciate, and qualities which we
gratification, not only to be present, but to  cannot fail to recognrize in Mr. Liston. I re-
accept the position in which the meeting had | fer to his manly independence of character,
done him the honour of plucing him. Some , to his publie spirit, to his liberality of senti-
discussion had arisen as to where-the meeting ; ment and feeling, to his earnest and active
should be held ; he thought it had not juap-  interest in the educational improvement of
propriately been determined te hold it in the | the young, and to the generous and warm-
house of Gad, for they had met to commem- _ hearted sympathy which he has ever display-
orate a great blessing—an uninterrupted pas- ed in the case of the afliicted and the aged
torate of half-a-century. It was right that poor of his fluck. By these and his otker ex-
they should commence their proceedings by ’ cellencies, Mr. Liston has earned for himseif
asking the Divine blessing, and he would, a high place in the love and esteem of his
therefore call upon the Rev. Mr. Young to, people, and of not a few besides. Mr. Lis-
open the meeting with plaver and praise. ! on's high and varied attainments in science
After devotional exercises the Chairman have long been acknowledged amd appre-
said that he did not not propose to address ; ciated. IHis service to the Church, of
the meeting at any length. He would leave I which he is a distingnished and able
it to another to lay before them the peculiar | minister, have been very abundant ; and inall
objects for which they nad met together,— | her Courts his opinion and counsel have been
one whose connection with the narisl was al- | of the greatest importance, and been rece ved
most coeval with the incumbency of him in | with the utmost respect ; and, permit me to
whose honour they had met, and who, after | say, is it not & matter of much thankfulness
an absence of many years, still felt a deep in- | that men possessed of sound judgment, of
terest in all that concerned the pa ish. Xe kigh character, and mature experience, are
would therefore call on Mr. Somervilie to ad- { spared and able to stand in the foreground
dress the meeting. when something like innovation or novelty in
Mr. Somerville said—The Committee who | high quarters is disturbing the more sober-
have taken charge of the arrangements for, minded? The value of Mr. Liston’s services
this mecting did me the honour to request  in the Presbytery, of which he is now the se-
that I would be present, and, it might be, | nior member, can scarcely be over-estimated,
take part in the proceedings of the evening. | nor too much admired. While I heartily con-
1 gladly accepted the invitation to be here, | cur with you in the toker of affectionate re-
but I did not anticipate that I would be called | gard which you this day present to him, I am
an to occupy so prominent a place as they | proud to have this epportunity of publicly ex-
have assigned to me. With this explanation , pressing towards Mr. Liston my personal ad-
though a stranger to nearly all of you, and, | miration and esteem. We are all delighted, I
till recently, a stranger in the parish, you will , am sure, to find him, at this advanced age, so
I hope, readily excuse the seeming imperti- | vigorous both in body and mind, as to encour-~
nence, when I tell you thatI feel myself bound ; age the hope that he shall yet survive for ma-
to the parish of Redgorton by ties of a very | ny years. May it be so,and may the evening
close and endearing character. It is the place | of his life be calm, and peaceful, and happy.
of my birth and the scene of my childhood. | Mr. Chairman and friends, I expected that we
It was here that 1 received my earliest educa- | would have had to-night the presence of an
tinn, and scarcely an ohject meels my eye, eminent, and very distinguished, minister of
that does not call up some painful or pleasing , the church, one who was for many years a
reminiscence of my vouthful ays. These  co-presbyter with Mr. Liston, and who is now
days,indeed, have long since passed awsy, and | & city minister in the west. An engagement
the old landmarks, familiar to my infancy, are ; which cauld not be postponed has prevented
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Liis being in Perthshive this evening. He sent | following inseription :—* To the Rev. W .
me a letler two days ago, which I cannot read liam Liston, minister of Redgorton, from.
to you at length, being marked ¢ private”— | members of his congregation and othera co.
still, T may perhaps, without any great breach | nected with the parish, this vélume (with &
of propriety, give you a few sentences from it | purse of gold) is presented on occasion of L3
to shew you the high esteem and regard en-  complsting the fiftieth year of Lis ministry, as
tertained towards Mr. Liston, by one who has, aa expression of esteem and regard for him a»
known him long and known him well. The ' pastor and friend.—Redgorton, 16th October,
writer says:—* I rejoice to learn that this ex- | 1862.” And this purse containing @ sum in
_ pression of the esteem and respect in which i gold, and another purse containing alike sum,
Mr. Liston is held is about to be made. It these to be considered by you a slight but
will be universally acknowledged it has been | very sincere expression of the respect and es-
rickly deserved. During a long, active, and | teem wkich is entertained towards you by us
useful life, Mr. Liston has discharged bhis du-, all. It is but right and datiful tc say, that
ties a8 a minister with exemplary fidelity, zeal, | the elegant purse I now hold in my band is
and ability, and in our church courts has tak-  the haidiwork and the gift of an accomplish-
en a distinguished place. His vigour, clear- | ed young lady, who was born and till lately
ness of intellect, and deep interest in all, resided in your parish, and who wus a mem-
church matters, are, notwithstanding his ad- | ber of your congrezation. ‘'This friend has, 1
vanced age, unimpoired ; and it is delightful | understand, come a distance of seventy miles
to find, that these qualities are recognised by . to join iu shewing respect to jou by being
those who know him best, and frcm whom 1t | present here this eveiing. The other purse
is fitting that an indication of kindly and res- | 1s presented by avother of your fricads, alsu
pectful feeling should proceed. J had grea:, resident at a distance,—the daughter of a late
pleasure in meeting him last summer—a plea- , distingaished minister of the Perth Preshyte-
sure arising both from old asszocciations and | ry, and who feels deeply interested in the pro-
from seeing the wonderfully vigorous health | ceedings of this evening. "Lie Bible is the
ke was enjoying, and the promise apparently | gift of another of your lady friends, residing
of its being continued.” And now, Mr., at some distance. and who has also come to
Liston, allow me, my dear Sir, to address, be with us, and if I am not misinformed, is
you, which T do with very varied emotions K now present in our meeting. That you, my
and feelings. at once of pleasure and of pain. | dear Sir, may be long spared to your family,
You and I, Sir, have arrived at our jubilee in | vour relatives, your flock, and to your many
connection with the parish of Redgorton, in, friends, and that when life’s journey is o'er,
your case as the minister of this people, in | ¢ An entrance be ministered unto you abun-
mine in approaching the 30th vear of my age. | dantly into the eve:lasting kingdom of wur
Our relation to the parish began about the . Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,” is our fur-
same time, and I am happy to say that du -: vent prayer and the sincere desire of your
ing the period which has elapsed since we b e- | parishioners and many friends.
came acquainted, there has been neither alien-,  The Rev. Mr. Liston said—2Mr. Chairman,
ation of feeling or coldness of affection. Ihe . ladies and gentlemen,—It is now my duty amld
commiitee, aciing by appointment of che | high privileze to render to you my tribute of
friends present and absent, have charge . me | giatitude and deep thankfulness for your kind-
iu the name of all, to offer you their sincere . ness in meeting together this evening in my
congratuiations on vour having arriveC. at so ; behalf, and fur the testimonial by which that
advanced a period in the exercise of yu. i sa-, kindness is expresied. 'T'o our excellent friend
cred functions, and with the prospect of .eing | also who has done us al! the houour of taking
spared for many years to superintend and, the chair this evening my thanks are due, and
conduct pastoral and parochial duties. Yo u'; not for this act alune, but for many acts of
Lindness and fidelity have been shown 10 all |, kindness in the past. Ay Christian friends,
ciasses in the parish, your anxious solicitude ; You mast all be aware of the deep emstion I
in regard to the sick and distressed, and your | fecl in mentioning the name of that other
labours to alieviate their affliction, are grate- | friend wko has taken so prominent a part ia
fully remembered equally by rich and poor,  the duties of this evening. Of Mr. Svmer-
and ave doubly valued from their being often | ville I will say that I know of no dear fitend,
rendéred at the cost “ uch personal discom- | who takes a deeper interest in your welfare.
furt_and inconvenic.... to yourself. I am . My thanks are due to this numerous and re-
turther instructed to say that the elders and | spectable meetiug, not vnly for their gifts, but
members of your congregation assure you of , for their, to me, more valuable gift, of mesting
thelr continued attachment to yeu as their , together on my behalf. Large as this meet-
minister, and your parishioners belonging to, ing is, its constitution impresses me more
varinus denominations unite in tendering to, than its numbiers ; for I see befure me many
¥you agsurance of their continued regard and | belonging to the Free Church, and many be-
sffection.  Before sit*ing down, Sir, allow me | longing to the United Presbyterian Chutcl..
further the happiness and privilege, in obedi- ; Unable as 1 am to set before you the seai-
ence with the wish of the subseribers, to offer | ments of gratification and deligit which 1 feel
for your acceptance this volume, bearing the ! T would embody these in a sinecere desiré, 2
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heart-felt. wish, a fervent prayer, that you
would cherish during: your life the memory of
this day, and transmit it to your children’s
children, as I shall certainly do to mine. Mr.
Somerville has alluded to my age, and I have
reason to thank God for the measure of heclth
and strength with which he still blesses me,
but it is no uncommon thing for persons in
this parish to attain to greater age than mine,
Since I became minister of Redgortan five of
my parishioners have reached upwards of 100
yeara of age. In the course of my life here,
you may bhe assured I have seen various and
many changes. Inthe Presbytery there is not
a parish in which I have not seen changes.
‘There is only one parish in which I have seen
only one change of minister ; one in which I
have seen two; in others I ‘have seen four,
five, and six, and in ons parish, seven succes-
sive ministers, And it is not among my co-
presbyters alone that I have suffered in my at-
tachments and friendshins. 1 wasthe young-
est of seven sons, the second voungest of thir-
teen children, and of these I slone remair.
In my own family, also, I have suffered irre-
parable losses. It is my only wishthat I may

e spared 8o long as to see my children who
remain well settled in life.  Ladies and gen-
tlemen, I return you once more my deep felt
gratitude and thanks for the kindness you
have shown me this night.

Rev. John Anderson, after expressing the
" great pleasure and satisfaction it gave him in
taking part in the proceedings of the evening
went on to make a few remarks on the chax-
acter and advantages of the times in which
we live, and the country in which our lot is
cast.

Rer. Mr. Young said he had not come to
the meeting prepared to make a speech; he
had come to join in congratulating their es-
teemed and honoured friend. Mr. Liston
and he were veterans in the ministry. He
well remembered when Mr. Liston first came
to the parish, and he was then a noble-looking
man.  He soon perceived that the people
were fond of thelr minister; ané that while
Mr: Liston was the first man in the parish,
he was only second. Xe remembered their
first mecting in a remote corner of the parish.
They had often met since, and in all their in-
tercourse, although belonging to different de-
nominations, .they had always despised any-
thing like a sectarian spirit. On two points
he could claim a superiority over Mr. Liston;
for, in the first place, while on the 16th Octo-
ber Mr. Liston had completed the fiftieth year
of his ministry, it so happened that on the
16th October he had completed sixty-two
vears and a-half of his. Then Mr. Liston
had the services of an assistant, while he was
still discharging all the.duties of his congre-
gation without assistance. He remembered
of his friend the late Dr. Jamieson, author of
the ¢ Scottish Dictionary,” telling him that
when he was first offered the services of a col-
lergus,the sound of the word gave him the feel-
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ing of something like colic. He had no fear-
of having Dr, Jamieson’s feeling, for his peo-
ple would not offer him a colleague. Mr:
Young concluded by again expressing the
great pleasure he had in being present, and
the hope that Mr. Liston would be spared to
receive another proof of the esteem and af-
fection of his parish,

Dr. Ritchie, after expressing the peculiar
satisfaction he felt at being present, moyed a
vote of thanks to the committee,

Mr. A. Reid, in returning thanks on behalf
of the cummittee; said that, in thus meeting
together to do honour to Mr. Liston, they
were doing more honour to themselves,

Rev. J. Anderson proposed a vote of thanks
to the chairman.

Mr.. Maxtone {Graham acknowledged the
Compliment; after which, the proceedings
were brought to a close by Dr. Ritchie pro:
nouncing the benediction.—Scoick Paper.

o

India.

GOVERNMENT AND MISSIONARY EDUCATION:

1he Friend of India says :—

# The following figures show at a glance
how many children are educated by the State;
at a cost of £260,000, and how many by mis-
sions, at a cost to the State, of only £16,500.
There are in all thirty millions of children in
India who should he atschool, Of these, mis-
sionaries educate 100,000, and the State only
127,5138. These are the details. For miss
sionaries—The Church Missionary Society
sustains no less than 781 schools, taught by
12 European and 846 native teachers, and cor-
taining aqout 21,000 children. The London
Missionary Society bas 310 schools, with 589
native teachers, containing about 15,000 chil-
dren. The Weslevan Society sustains 53
schools and 100 teachers, having an attend-
ance of about 3000. The Free Church of
Scotland numbers in its schools 9132, and the
Baptist Mission 2500 ; and if to all these are
added schools connected with the Propagation
Society, the Church of Scotland, the United
Presbyterian Mission, and the Irish Presby-
terian Mission, we get about 100,000 children
under Christian education. For the State—
In Bengal the number of colleges and schools
is 281, and the average daily attendance of
pupils is 14,498. In Madras there are 142
colleges and schools, and the average daily
attendance is 8593. In Bombay, including
Sindh, there are 610 colleges and schools, and
the average daily attendance is 25,187. In
the Punjab, including Delhi, there are 156
colieges and schools, and the average daily
attendance is 8301 ;.and in the North-west
Provinces, 2944 schools and colleges, with an
average daily attendance of 68,689; making
a total of 4131 sthools and colleges, with an
average daily attendance ¢f 125,268, Theny
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including Agra and some others, we have a
grand total of 4158 schools and eolleges. and
127,513 scholurs. These figures are unan-
awerahle. Let us have free trade in educa-
tion : let missionary sehools have grants from
the State in propartion to their nambers and
atanding.”

(s}
A Heterodox Bishop.

(From the English Churchman.)

In our ¢ Notes and Topics” last week we
briefly aliuded to a report that a work upon
the Pentateuch, by Bishop Calenso, was about
10 be published. ‘and that it would put forth
such opiniana apon the subject as wonld be
at variance with orthodos teaching. We ex-

ressed a hope that there somve exaggeration
In the rumours which were in circulation res
apecting this volume; hut having sincs seen
© what professes to be a quotation from the in-
troduction to it, we greatly fear that there
ean be very little foundation for any hope of
the kind, and it seems evident that the publi-
oation of this work will necessitate ecclesias-
tical proceedings against Bishon Colenso, un«
less it he preceded or accompanied by his for-
mal resignation of his office.  Under ordina-
ry circumstances we should have waited,
though very anxiously, for the publicati . of
the volume before saving thus much; but
such cases are so rare, and this case is of
such evident importance, that we consider it
our duty to take the earliest opportunity of
bringing it before our reatlers ; and it behoves
those in authoriiy to promptly prepare them-
selves for such aetion in the matter as the
tase may admit of. What that action may
be we cannot at present state, for as we have
long ago pointed out, and more than once,
eur Clergy Discipline Acts and Bills have
oeen uniformly and strangely defective in this
particular, that their authors seemed to have
doubted, or at all events they have utterly ig-
tored, the possibility of a bishop’s offending
against the laws ecclesiastical.  Why there
should not be a reform of the law with regard
to the trials of bishops as well as thai for the
trial of priests and deacons, we never could
understand.  In the ahsence of such a reform
we rhould expect to meet with considerable
difficulties in bringing any offending bishop
to trial, conviction, aud sentence, even though
the offence were committed by a bishop in the
Kingdom; aud we fear that the difficulty
may be atill greater with regard to 2 colonial
bishop.

Itis time, however, that we gave the ex-
tract referred to from the Bishon of Natals
Introduction. It appears that & native—a
Zulu—who had heen reading the divine re-
cord of the deluge, looked up and asked :—
“Is all that true? Do you really believe
that all this happened thus, thatall the beasts
s2d birds, aud creeping things upon the earth
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large and small, from hot countries and cold,
came thus by pairs, and entered into the ark
with Noah?" And did Noah gathe: food for
them all, for the beasts and birds of prey as
well as the rest 2" |

Upon this Bishop Colenso observes:—«1
felt that I dared not, as a servant of the God
of trath, urge my brother man to believe that
which I do nat myself believe, which T know
to be ustrue asa matter-of-fact historical nar-
rative.”

And he arrives at the following conclusion,
which contains the essence of kis offence, and
seems quite sufficient of itself to juaity and
demand proce edings against him :— Qur ex-
amination has farced on us the convic ion, by
reason of the utter impossibilitis and ahsur.
dities contained in it, that the whole story of
the *Exodus’ is a fiction; and that, conse-
quently, nosuch ‘group of laws’ was ever laid
down in the wilderness as the stary describes.
And if the last four books of the Penatench
muat be pronounced to be fictitious, it wilf
hardly be coniended that the * Book of Gene.
8is’ can be any other than in the main fictiti-
ous also.

’

‘FiE history of Bishop Colenso of Natal—
referred to last week,—is curious, perhaps
sorrowfully so.  His hook denyving—or ques-
tioning the tiuth of Moses’s account of the
creation of the world is expected to be soow
before the public, and Colenza’s antecedents
are now the subject of conversation at the
University, the Athenzum, and other clubs
devoted to divinity and literature generally.
Bichap Celenzo wos originally a Jew, one of
-hose highly intellectual Jews of whom 1 have
more than once spoken as bright and shinin
beyond the common run of men. Take My,
Disraeli as an example. ‘The Natal Bishop,
as I understand, a Portuge<e Jew ; about half
a-dozen vears ago he wes a fellow of John's
College, Cambriuge, a *“ crack” college whick
has turaed out many a “don.” With a ra-
pidity rarely seen in the most intellectual,
lucky, and industrious student, he got all his
orders. B. A. first, and signed the articles,
declaring that the Old Testament and the
New containcd all things necessary to salve-
tion. e was then adwiued a deacon—sworp
in different words, but in like manner, thet
he believed all in the holy Seriptures.  Final-
Iy, he gets priests’ orders, and a gond fat liv-
ing duown among the fumers of Noafelk.  W-
uimately we find him Bishop of Natal, a placs
where one can live well enongh.  His talents
were brilliant in the highest degree; who his
father was, no one says; but paronage feit
thick upon young Colenso. Before he lek
these shores he got fond «f arguing, nowand
then r-asoning with an ardour scarcely consis-
tent with a real belief of the revealed truthe
of religion. He was clever; read essays and
reviews,” and went out to Natal without oppe-
nent arrival in the field—uno one 10 divide vaiw
glory with him; he had itall to himself. Axé
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here it may be observed that vanity and pride
in the supposed pessession of greater intellec-
‘tual powers than others, is the ruin of all these
men. Now comes the danger to s Christian
mission by the appointment of such a mission-
ary ; some of the rather educated inhabitants
of Natal—blacks, Africans,—great readers of
the Old Testament, scarcely of any book else,
ask Colenso about Noab, the ark, the deluge ;
the evil genius of materialism becomes mani-
fest, and the wholeisset down as a cunningly
devised fable, pointing a moral it may be, but
fabulous. Sad mistake for a missionary bisk:-
op. He also puts the wonderful history of
the Jews for the most part on the shelf. Here
let me tarry a moment to pay a tribute to the
memory of that illustrisus Seotchman, the
great lawyer and able man, Lord Chancellor
Erskine, whom I knew, and who left us not
many years ago full of years and wisdom, if
not of wealth. Lord Erskine declared that
if all other preofs of the authenticity of the
Bible were sunk beneath the ocean, the his-
rory of the Jews from first to last,—to the
present hour, would suffice to establish and
maintain the truth and certainty of the Old
Testament. ¢ They have Moses and the pro-
phets, let them hear them.” We know whose
high words these are.  Shall we not therefore
he content witk Moses the lawgiver? yea,
verily, lest we do worse. Bishop Colenso is
making no small stir in our coteries at pre-
sent, especially among the intellectuslly given.

Q——

Dr. Bisset on Church Innovation.

AT the meeting of the Synod of Aberdeen
on Tussday, Mr. Fairweather introduced the
following overture on the above subject :—

“ It is overtured to the Venerable the Gen-
eral Assembly, by the Synod of Aberdeen,
that, whercas it is known that individual
ministers of this Church, for some time past,
have been avowedly introducing innovations
in pubiic worship, inconsistent both with the
laws and usage of the Churh, so as to cause
much uneasiness to many members thereof,
as also to generate disputes, and cause schisms
to the evident detriment of the interests of
evangelical religion: May it therefore please
your Venerable House to take such steps as
smay in yolir wisdom, seem most sutable for
the purpose of remedying this growing evil,
and restoring unity to the Church.”

After a pause,

Dr. Pirie said that though he would not
have introcuced this overture, ke wounld now
it had been brought forward, second its adop-
tion, reserving observations Lill afterwards, if
found necessary.,

Dr. Bisset thought it would have been very
desirable, if an overture of this kind was to
have been brought forward, that there had
been something like a condescendance apon
what the rev. g=nileman had aliuded to as in-
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novations, Meantime, the overture was sonte-
thing like, to use a Scortish phrase, a * blind
parable,” (Hear.) The rev. gentleman nad
said it was well known that several innova-
tions had been made, but he had not specified
any of them. One would imagine, from hig
language, that some terrible enterprise wae
going on within the Church. If the rev.
gentleman alluded to certain suggestions
thrown out by him (Dr. B) in an address
which, as Moderator, he had had the houour
to deliver at the close of last General Assem-
bly-~if so, he had only to say that the multi-
tude of letters which he had received from
clergymen and laymen in all parts of Scotland
was ten to one of what he could have antici-
pated, all very highly approving of the views
he had indicated in that address. The rev.
gentleman should have begun by proposing
that the Moderator of last General Assembiy
should be censured by this Court, of which
he is a member, for his audacity in expressing
these views and opinions. If innovation
consistedd in thinking it a seemly thing, in
singing the praises of the Lord, when lifting
up their voices to lift up their bodies too—
taking away the assemblance of lazinese at
least in that part of worship—if innovatinn
consisted in thinking it more reverent to bow
or kneel than to stand during prayer—if those
were the innovations to which therev. gentle-
man alluded to in terms of alarm—for him-
self, he hoped tolive to see the day when
both these innovations, as Mr. Fairweather
called them, would be universally adopted in
the Church. (Hear, hear.) It was a matter
of historical certainty that parts of our forms
were adopted on the principle of deviating
as far as possible from that corrupt Church
from which our forefathers separated; but
when three centuries had elapsed since then,
surely it was time at least for consideration
whether it was of advantage that we shouid
be bound hand and foot to every iota of the ser-
vices, as Jaid down by these worthy men. But
the fact is, we are the great inuovators now.
What was asked but that they should return
to the better practice of their fathers? (Hear.)
He had spoken to some of his brethren, some
time ago. on the subject, suggesting that the
prayers should be shortened as tolength, and
multiplied as to number; and while he and
many others felt the want of aliturgical form,
that they should read one, iwo, or perhaps
three of the penitential Psalms of David;
and he had been told by clergymen who had
adopted this practice how delightful it had
been to themselves, and how acceptable and
edifying to theiv people. To read one of the
penitential Psalms was really prayer—where-
as it was tae opinion of many of the most en-
lightened men that, in ordmnary cases, they
are, in coming to worship in our churches, en-
tirely at the discretion of the officiating min-
ister, and that the words of his mouth were
really away before they nad time 10 realisc

them. Now, he (Dr. B.) said that an inno-



IX XKOVA BCOTIA AKXKD THP ADJOIKING PROVINCHS.

ration of the character he had deacribed was
very greatly to be desired indeed, and he re-
peated that he hoped to ace the day wl:ﬂp all
prejudices on this head should vanikh,  There
was no individual who would be more loth
than himeell to see innovations needlessly in-
troduced into the Church of Scotland, but he
held that there was no part of their worship
that was so stereotyped as to preclude men
from thinking and suggeating what they be-
lieved would be an improvement; and if the
mind and feeling of a great majority of 2 con-
gregation pointed in the direction which he
had indicated, then he took his stand upon
what was a cardinal puint, upon which every
Reformed Chuich in the world must rest—
that is, the liberty of private jadgment.
They all bound themselves to submit to the
doctrine, discipline, and worship of the church,
but if the innovations pointed at by Mr. Fair-
weather were merely those .o which he (Dr.
B.) now alluded, Mr. F. and his two suppor-
ters might as well think of putting their
shoulders to stop an earthquake as to prevent
thase gentlemen, in different parts of Scoi-
land, who had taken this as a matter of con-
science and duty, carrying forward those
ehanges. After wlluding w the gready in-
creased intercourse between this conntry and
England, he said he should rejoice if the two
Cnurches should re-consider some of those
uon-esseutial charucteristies by which they
were now distinguished, when, perbiaps preju-
dices might be rubbed off which had divided
them. After some further observations on
tie satisfaction which changes such as he had
indicated had given in the congregations of
Dr. R. Lee, and St. Andrew’s, Idinburgh,
&c., the Rev. Doctor concluded by saying that
he thought the overture unnecessa:y and in-
expedient. He, therefore, moved its rejec-
tion.

After some further discussion,

Mr. Fairweather, on the recommendation
of several members of Syuod, withdrew his
gverture &t present.

0

Plain Speaking in a Free Church
Pulpit.

ON Sunday, the Rev. Walter Smith, of
Roxburgh Free Church, who has accepted a
eall to the Free Tron Church, Glasgow. de-
livered a farewell discourse to his congrega-
tion, from the text *“J believed, therefore have
Ispoken.” In the course of his sermon, Mr.
BSmith said he helieved there were many whose
faith was perfectly real, but g0 hampered by
the tyrauny of antiquated forms and customs
that it hardly ever got itseif effectually utter-
ed. Their teaching bore the stamp of a tra-
ditionary creed rather than of a living, per-
sonal faith ; and sometimes one even felt al-
most s if they were more anxious to save
their orthodoxy than tosave souls. How else
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explain the fact that the pulpit was in these
days comparatively powerless? Why was it
come to be almost a proverh.smong men that
. athing is as dull as a sermon?  Why isitn
' standing jest that when other soporifies fail
this is pretty sure to send a man asleep?
Why does the commonest and crudest article
in the daiiy press tell more effectual'y on the
wheels of practical Life than all the soiul teach-
ing of our pulpits? It is not that Coristian
ministers are without faith, for that is net
true. Nor is it that men are indifferent te
the truth, for nothing, be believed, woulid be
more heartily welcome to men than a little
i carnest, effective speech about religion. He
! was thoroughly convineed that what was amies
, —with himself as well as others—arose from
' the cramping restriction of mere traditionary

forms, nowise essential to the old, very olg
, truth of the Guspel—traditionary forms which
1 no more served the purpose of this present
time than if they were to take from the mo-
dern soldier his rifle and bayonet, cover him
with a leathern shield and an ivoun helmet,
and send him to war with a bow and a quiver
of arrows. He had the most fearless confi-
dence o Christianity; it was God's wuth,
and would abide for ever; but if anything
could really injure it, it was jnst those mista-
Uken friends who would identify it with the
! ferms of an old and ubselete life—those friends
wnose fuith wag nol strong enough to trust
1o God's truth by itself, without the armour
which now id less a defence than an encum-
brance. It is nota miere tadition of truth
that will now serve us, but an utterence of the
Gospel, 1aking its shape from our own very
faith in Chiist, and basying el with the
fucts, the ideas, the errors and suares
of that living world in which we mova,
His own people now knew him weli enough
not to suspect him of any paltry eraving for
mere novelties.  To be more specific, ha
would remark that there was a tradition of
coniroversy which he reckoned to be perhaps
the barrenest of all kinds of preaching, and
against which he would put them on their
guard. Many a young and hopeful preacher
was miserably ruined by getting into this
vein, and many congregations learned from it,
not to deplare their own sins, but to hate the
mistakes of other pecple. Controversy had
its place ; but the breaches of Zion would ne-
ver have been healed if God's people had o~
ly flourished sword and spear, instead of hand-
ling the trowe) and the hammer.  Then, thers
was a kind of high speculative tradition, abou?
fate and free will, the origin of evil, vlection,
and reprobation, which good men ance
preached about,and which therefore good men.

thought they still ought 1o preach about.  The
pulpit was not the place for speeulations, Let

them not exalt the peculiarities of Calvanism,
or any other i¢m, above the common faith of
syr common Lord. If souls were 1o he raved,
it was not by any speculation, hut by the ac-
lid facts of Guspel faith. There was farthsy
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a conventional, theelogical form, which was
peritaps the most common and perricious of
ali, because it required the least possible ex-
penditure of earnest thought, and in course of
time became little better than a mechanical
process. What was said might indeed be all
perfectly true; there might be solid heade
and sound particulars, just remarks and ap-
propriate exhortations, and yvet the whole
thing might be as drowsy as the grinding of
a piece of machinery. For this conventional
method, adopting some approved system of
theology, jammed every text of Scriptureinto
that system, and forced it to speak always the
same round of doctrine whether it would or
would not. No matter what portion of the
Word was used, it was always made to come
round to the doctrine of original sin, imputed
guilt, satisfaction to Divine justice, and justi-
fication by faith alone. Thus a rigid system
came between the soul and the fresh life of
God’s Word, and all the varied and beautiful
instruction of the Bible was run into one cold
unchanging mould, evengelical in form, but
the living power of it gone. Alas! for the
prophets who prophesied thus every one after
his neighbours, taking a theological receipt
for compounding sermons, and making all of
the same ingredients and all afier the same
pattern. He spoke these things not as eriti-
cising his brethren in the ministry. God for-
bid ; but because he would say them to his
ewn conscience,seeing that through the short-
comings of himself and brethren in the minis.
try. the Gospel of Christ was held in httle es-
teem. While lameunting that many were fal-
ling away from Sabbath sonctities, and right
relations to the Church, he was compelled to
ask himself whether, along with others, he
was ot partly to blame for their preferenee
of the flowers and the sunshine to such per-
functory speech of divine things as wassome-
times addressed to them.

o

ST. Pavt’s CHGRCH—MISSIONARY MEET-
IxG.—On Monday, in common with the other
churches connected with the Established and
United Presbyterian Churches in Perth, Mon-
day forenoon service after the Communion
was discontinued in St. Paul's. In the even-
ing, however, 2 most tmeresting and encour-
aging meeting was held in the chureh, to give
the congregation information upon the subject
of missions, and the exact state and future
prospects of the various schemes of the
Church. The attendance was 1umerous, the
area being entirely full, and even the galle-
ries being partially occupied. The Rev. A.
Fleming, minister of the church, presided.
The proceedings having been open by an im-
pressive prayer by tne Rev. John Wilson of
Dunning, most interesting and appropriate
addresses were delivered by the Rev. Messrs.
Kirkwood of Dunbarney, Pagan of Forgan-
dlenny, Smith of Dundee, Wright of Auch.
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tergaven, and Wotherspoon of Kilspindle.
Among the subjects treated of by the speak-
ers were—The importance of a systematic
support of missions—the necessity of mem-
bers procuring missionary information through
the medium of the Missionary Record, and
| other missionary periodicals—the desirabilitv
| of Sabbath-school teachers, and laymen au
ladies, in their domiciliary visits, diffusing
missionary intelligence—and the strong call
for liberality on the part of all towards the
various schemes of the Church of Scotland.
Though the meetings lasted two hours and a-
half, there were no signs of impatience on the
part of the audience; and throughout there
was the deepest interest evinced in the vari-
ous statements n'ade by the speakess from
the platform. We have little doubt tiat the
effects of the meeting will be most beneficial,
and tend to awaken and excite a missionary
spirit in the congregation of St. Paul’s. We
regard the Monday evening after the Com-
munion as a most auspiejous period for such
a meeting, and are g.ad to learn that the ex-
ample thus given by the congregation of St.
Paul’s is to be followed in various parishes
within the bounds of the Synod.

————ne ()}

Report of Mission to Cape Breton.

Troven Mr. McGregor's Report of his
Mission to Cape Breton, reached us too late
to oceupy its proper place in the Llecord, we
insert it now, rather than delay it another
month, as we are aware that very mauy of our
readers are anxious to know, as much as pos-
sible, as to the real condition and prospects of
our Church in that Island.

REPORT.

-

In accordance with the instructions receiv-
ed from Presbytery, I left for Cape Breton on
Tuesday, 3rd September, and arrived at the
Strait about noon on Wednesday. Here 1
joined the other members of the deputation—
Messrs, Pollok & McKay, who hud gone thi-
ther on Tuesday, direet from Lochaber. In
order to overtake the greatest possible amount
of work during our short visit to the Island.
we had intended to take advantage of the na-
tural division formed by the Bras D’Or Lake,
and thus while two members of the deputati-
on proceeded by Rivers Inhabitants and Den-
nis, to Whycocomagh, Middle River and Bad-
deck, the other joining our missionary—DMr.
Gunu, should proceed by St. Peter’s and
Looh Lomond, and afterwards to Sydney and
Cow Bay, where by crossing the Bras 1)’Or
Lake, we might meet again in Boulardarie or
Baddeck. and so preach at the various stati-
ons among our people scattered throughout
that portion of the Island. Circumstances,
however, forced us in a measure to abandon
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this arrangement, Mr. McKay alone proceed-
ing by River Inhabhitants, &c.nwh\le I accom-
panied Mr. Pollok to Grand River. Here we
were joined by Mr. Gunn, who had travelled
over a hundred miles, to discharge his duties
as missionary in that quarter. Here also it
was arranged that on the approaching Sab.
bath, T should preach at Framhoise, while my
brethren preached in the Church at Loch
Tomond. After remainining at St. E'Sprit
for the night. and meeting with several warm
hearted friends, whose kindness I shall long
remember, 1 proceeded on the moring fol-
lowing, (Saturday) «ver those roads so graph-
ically described, on a late occasion, by our
wmissionary, and in the course of the afternoon
arrived at Framboise. Here I preached thrice
on Sabbath, and egain on Monday forenoon,
After Divine service on the latter day, at the

earnest request of some of my hearers, T was |

induced to explain to the people, the present
position of the Church of Scotland, partieular-
ly with respeet to the Question of patronage.
And once for all, I would here briefly indicate
the position which I (incommon I believe with
wy hrethren). accupied with respect to Church
questions. We felt that the grand object of
the deputation was to preach the Gospel, and
not any particular Church, that we were sent
by Presbytery to labor, not so much on the
scaffolding and outworks of the Temple, as on

the inner and more sacred parts, in one word, |

to preach Christ, and not even the Church of
Seotland, much beloved by us all, though she
be, Yet when our friends who neverleft her
eommunion, friends who in the midst of every
discouragement, firmly adhered to her, with
unflinching faithfulness, asked for any such
explanation, we cheerfully gave it, and felt
more than a thonsand fold rewarded by the
evident satisfaction, with which such an ex-
planation was received, when they could feel
that, notwithstanding all that they had been
accustomed to hear, the Church of Scotland
was still worthy of their affections.  Framboise
is situated on the east coast of the Island, con- |
tains & papulation of about 60 families, al-'
most ali Highlanders, genuine, warm-hearted |
and hospiteble. Here they. in a great mea- |
sure, live as did themselves and their ances- |
tors in the Island of Harris—partly by fishing
and pattly by farming. The locality is pleas-
ant, and the people most interesting.

On Monday evening T proceeded to Loch- |
lomond a distance of ahout 12 miles, over a l
new and sparsely settled country, and conse-
quently over the very worst kind of roads.
On Tuesday I preached at Lochlomond, notice
having been given cn Sabbath. The congre-
gation was not quite so large owing to the
hurry of the harvest season as it otherwise
would have been, but much larger than I
eould have expected. Ilere again by special
requst I stated the Church question and made
sueh explanations as T thought necessary.
The people here as at Framhoise are almost
all Highlanders and their immediate descend-

1
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Yantw, and not a few of them much attached to
| the Church of their Fathers. 'The district is
very populous—the scenery especiatly around
" the lake beautiful, and the people by habits
,of indusiry and sobriety rapidly growing in
“comfort. My sojourn among them was very
. short, but T eacry with me very pleasant re-
' collections alike of peaple and place. Having
, made arrangements before parting with Mr.
i McKay, to join him at the end of the week
.at Whycocomagh. 1 was obliged to leave
" early next morning, and so deny myself the
I'pleasure of preaching at Terguson's Lake
which I certainly would have done, as there
is there a large number of families who have
always adhered to the Church of Scotland.

On Saturday evening I arrived at Whyco-
comagh, after passing through St. Peters,
| Grant Anns, East Bay, Rivers Inhabitants,
and Denny, seeing friends at each place, hut
! not preaching in the mean time at any of the
stations—all my time being necessary to en-
able me to keep my engagement with Mr.
McKay.

On Sabbath I preached at Middla River.
Here the congregaticn was large. For some
time past this congregation has been without
any regular supply of Gospel ordinances.
The late much lamented Mr. Farqubarson
was their last pastor. A large portion of the
people are firmly attached to the Church of
Scotland and much delighted at the arrival of
| the deputation from Pictou Preshytery. At
| the request of the people 1 intimated services
on the following Thursday, and on Monday
morning proceeding along with Mr. McDou-~
gall of Whycocomagh to Ba-ldeck. .,

Middie River is about 18 miles from Why-
cocomagh, and one of the most flourishing
districts in that portion of the Isiand. ‘The
people here as in the other Scotch quarters
of the Island are chiefly Highlanders, The
alluvial deposits along by the River leaves
the soil very fertile. The farmers generally
own large tracts of Jand and are in very com-
fortable circumstance. The scenery resem-
bles that of a Highland glen with its bold
outline of hills, ita wayward-warding niver
with its beautifully green sward aleng by its
banks. ‘The people are most anxious to se-
cure aregular supply of Gospe! ordinancee
and to have settled among then one who wili.
break 1o themn ““the bread of life” 1 hope
the *ime is nat far distant when their wisit
shall be realized, and this mosat interesting
district and kind and intelligent people rejoice
in the fact that the sanctuary is no longer
ciosed nor the Sabbath silent. ~ I shall always
cherish the most agreeable recollection of my
visit to Middle River, and of those friends
whose hospitality I there enjoyed.

On Monday I arrived at Baddeck. Ilap-
pening to be present during the session of the
Circut Court in Victoria. I had there the
pleasure of receiving calls from parties scat-
tered through various pertions of the County
all wishing for services, but many necessarily

N
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refused on account of our eomparatively short
atay in the Ixland. Owing howevr, to the
energy and kind i terest taken ia the deputa-
tion by Mr. Camphell and ather friends in
Baddeck, timely notice had been given of
Divine serviced in the Temperance Hall an
Tuesduy, and of a prayer meeting in the
house of Mr. Morrison. &n invalid near the
Village, on Wednesday evening.  On Thurs-
day ! returned to Middle River and again
preacied and in the evening left for Baddeck
-su my wav to St. Ann’s.  Qu Sabbath preach-
ed at St. Ann's to a large congregation.  ‘T'he
Church here is a very commodious one, built
for Mr. McLeod, late of 8t. Ann’s, betore his
depaature for New Zealand. Here I met
with friends, not a few, whom I shall long re-
member. On Monday, left 8t Ann’s for
Munroe’s Point, where I held a meeting on
Monday night, and on Tuesday returned to-
wards Whycocomagh and Lake Ainslie, call-
ing at some places by the way. Being de-
tained 1n Baddeck for a day through the boat
being delnyed by a storm, I left for Whyco-
comagh by land at 4 o'clock on ‘Thursday,
and arrived at Mr. McDougall's afier mid-
night. Next moruning according to previous
arrangements I preached at Lauke Ainslie to
@ full house, and retyrning in the evening
held a meeting at Whycocomagh. On Satur-
day, came to River Dennis and met several
friends, thence proseeded to River Inhabit-
ants, where 1 preached to a large congrega-
tion on the following Sabbath and on Mon-
&ay, crossed the Struit on my way homewards.

In my Report. 1 have confined myself as
wmuch as possible to a simple statement of
faots, serving to point cut the stations at
which I preached during my stay in this Is-
taud.  Of each of these stations, did time and
space permit, very much might be said, as
they are all most interesting, and many of
them peculiarly so.  [neach of them are shose
who adhere to the Church of Seotland, in some
large numbers, in othems comparatively bhut a
few. And surel am that they saall not be
forgotten, but that the Chureb to which they
are united, will do all that in her lies, to
atvengbien their hands and encourage their
hearts.  And in case my brief report should
full under the eye of any of my friends in that
very beautiful Island, let me take this oppor-
tunicy of thanking them-one and all, atthe
various places, I had.the pleasure of visiting,
for their kind reception and hospitable enter-
ainment. I nzed not specify places and per-
sons in particular ; for at Grand River, Fram-
boise and Loch Lomond, Rivers Inhabitants
and Dennis, Whyeocomagh, Middle River,
Baddeck and St. Anns, I{ound fiends in
whoma I shall alwayx feel a very deep interest,
and whom [ would wish again to visit. The
missionwry in Cape Breton travels through
some of the finest acenery in America. If he
be a Scotchman, those magnificent mountains
rising from the shores of the Bras D'Or, or
ancircling some of those numerous inland
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lakes emhosomed among the hills, eannot fail
inreminding himy of “ the land of the mountain
and the flosl.”  Here, indeed, an artist mighs
find mor- interesting suhjects for his pencil
and brush, than w any other portion of Ame-
vicw which we have seen. But what is far
more intecesting to the missionary, here he
will find a people eager to hear the glad tid-
ings of salvation from i fips, and we believe
not a few among them anxious to lay up the
truth in their hearte, that they may practiss
it in their lives, S.M. G.

0

We insert below a portion of a letter ad-
dressed to the Canada Presbyterian, by that
warm advocate of Union,** Presbuteros.” His
argument as to the causelessness of the Se-
cession in the colonies in 1843, is both clear
and cogent, and we reccommend it to the per-
usal of our readers. e can, by no means,
however, go along with him in his views om
patronage, in the wefence of which, we think,
he goes a greater length than almost any min.
ister of our Church at home would be dispos-
ed to follow him. He says, “ The proprietor
built churches for the accowodation of his ten-
ants and dependants, and paid ministers for
them, Of course he did nat consult them as
to what kind of minisier he was going to pro-
cide, and in these circumstances they could
not be expected to be consulted.” Now, this
we hold, is atriking at the very heart and dife
of Presbyterinmsm. It is the old moderatism
of the Robertsonian School, which, we rejoice
ta say, is now dead and out of sight, after has.
ing wrought 2 world of mischief in the coun-
try of Scotland.  What we would ask, would
the people sav, or how would they do, suppos-
ing the Colonial Committee offered to pay the
salary of a minister for St. Peter’s Road, P.
E. I They had sar their heart upon getting
their present missionary, but the Committeo
say,—No, we intend to place the former mis-
sionary, Mr. McLaren, over you, and expect
yuu to be very grateful. The effect might be
easily imagined, though of course, in making
this supposition, it is not to be thought for a
moment, that the Church would contemplate
such an aet, but would be anly too glad to see
the man settled, who would be likely to do
the most good.  There is, in fact, no Church
in the world, either state or voluntary, in
which there is practically leas patronage, than
the Church of Scotland.  In many cases, the
l the patron indeed pays, but the people choose
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the minister, to all ends and purposes ; where-
ssin voluntury churches, the real patron, from
whase dictum there s n0 appeal {practically)
is the richeat man, or the three or four richest
men in the congregation, who nominate their
man, thz great bady of the peaple feeling that
they cannos afford to resist.  In the Church of
Scotland, on the other hand, even a pauper
may protest, and in the highest court, that
protest will be considered on its merits, as
gravely as that of the highest noble in the
land. Tt is this true liberty, which forms the
pride of the Church of Scotland, and which the
people, conscious of its warth, have watched
and guarded for generations, with peculiar
jealousy. ‘But our remarks have extended
further than we intended—we subjoin the
portion of thel tter referred to, merely re-
marking that we fear, “ Presbuteros,” with his
feelings and opinions, would not work well in
harness for any great length of time, with his
friends the voluntaries :—

DgaRr SIR,—One often hears the statement
made by adherents of our Church, * Whatev-
er cause there was for a Disruption in the
Churcii at home, there was certainly none for
a Disruption in Canada.” In the meantime
we accept the latter part of the statement—
~ there was certainly no cause for a Disrup-
tion in Canada”—as true,—acknowledged as
true even by muany Free-churchmen, now
lookirg back to the event. Never was there
a better illustration of straining at a gnat
than when that minority of our Synod “ pro-
tested against the Synod’s unfaithfulness to
its avowed convictions, and against continu-
ance of such a connection with the establish-
ed Church of Scotland as seemed to invoke
responsibility for jts actions.  On such shady
grounds—hecause the words * in connection”
seemed to involve responsibility, &e,—these
bot-headed controversiaiists rashly broke up
the organization of the Church and plunged
the people into anarchy anl bitterness of spi-
rit. T'he interests of true religion were thus
sacrificed to the unsubstantial whims of in-
flamed and conceited brains. The writer of
the article «“ On Charch Union in Canada” in
the October number of the Church of Scotland
Home and Foreign Missionary Record gives
the true cause of the Disruption here, when
be says, * In Cunada the secension was hrought
about by a sudden torrent of eloquence from
p?ar(ljies sent out by the Free Church” of Scot-

and.

i The conclusion of the common statement
‘quoted above, we hold, then, to be correct—
‘no dreamy notions about ¢ sympathy” and
" responsibility” could warrant the introdue-

tirn of discord into a thinly scattered and al-
ready fectle enough Church trying 10 do what
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it could to promote the gonpel in this eolony.
But the admission which preceder the sonclu.
sion, * whatever cause there may have heeg
for a Dieruption at heme.”—that is, possibly
there may have heen cause for it athome, we
ars by no means disposed to yield withowg
debating,  We have heard persons, remark.
ing upon the course of events since the 1ia.
ruption, offer the diluted reflection that it has
been productive of the highest good to Scot-
land, as witnese two Churches now wheoy
only one was before. We do not wish to he
guilty of impiety in denying the very ortha.
dox tenet, ** whatever is, is hest”—we admit
that the Almighty can bring order out of con.
fusion, and make the wrath of man to praise
him; hat as he held Judas and Pharoah re-
. 3 .

sponsible, so we think He will hold those ra-
spunsible who were mainly instrumental in
bringing ahout the Disruption—that i, tak-
ing for granted in the meantime that it was
an evil. The mere multiplication of Church.
es by no means proves that “ pure and unde.
filed religion” has made corresponding pre-
gress.  We are strongly disposed to doubt
whether that event has produced such bene-
ficial consequences as some Church men con.
cede that it has done. We suspect, on ng
uncharitable grounds, but from what we have
heard and seen, that many have had theit
minds turned away from the great businesg
of religion to the discussion of externalg—e
and many take such .credit to themselves fog
having joined the Free Church,—so much
was said by its leaders about sacrifice, thag
they reei upon that act rather than upon faith
in another and infinitely more disinterested
sacrifice.
. .' . L] . L ]

This .guestion of patronage was one of ths
most palpable of the questions involved ia
the Disruption controversy, although it was
not nearly so much talked of as a shadowy
notion about the Stute domineering over ths
Clurch. ‘This mutter we shall dismiss witha
few sentences. Christ himself, and his apoe-
tie Paul, spoke 1 terme of the highest respecg
of civil government, and acted accordingly.
They found a government in existence, cers
tainly not the best government that could b,
and yet they did not teach the people to des-
pise it, ur attempt the subverting of ity but
rather to he subject unto it, “rendering to
Ciesar the things that were Cesar’s,” “the
powers that be are ordained of God.,” This
1s clear and definite, and cannot be explained
away. Civil government in most countries
existed before ecclesiastical government, and
independently of it. 7 nd there are more de«
finite inatructions to  aen to be obedient te
civil rulers than to Church rulers, just as the
authority of civil rulers is more clearly =ck-
nowledged aud prescribed than that of any
ecclesiastical rulers whatsoever. Ang this is
natural ; for whilst al! men are not Cnristians,
all men are members of the civil community,
and what pertains to the whole of mankind is
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of more importance with both God and man | a society to withdiaw from it because he can-
than what pertains to a part only. I not get his own way. If the Free Church
‘Thir doctrine will he stigmatised as Eras- 1 agitators had right o their side, surely it was
tian, but,if it is true, hard names will not ! only necessary to declare that right in the
hurt its upholders. It is difficult to conceive ! Church courts, in order to get men to believe
how there can be a perfectly independent ! it; and if they believed that the right was on
“imperium in imperio.” Oue or other must | their side, then it was their duty to continue
be supreme, but Christ said, * My kingdom | patien:ly setting forth that right, and they
ia not of this world,” meaning that it was to | would certainly in due time have a majority.
be humble, private, unshowy. Some would | But hecause they could not get a majority in
invert our Saviour’s statement, and make him | the church courts, they chose rather to with-
say, “This world is my kingdom,”-—would | draw from the church altogether, in opposi-
have a present kingdom or Church of outica-d i tion to the fundamental constitution of the
«nlendour and independent power, to be lord- | church eourts, that the minority must submit
over by man, however, in the person of one ! to the majority. The Free Church was thus,
ar more vicegerents. But this can never be ! in the humble opinion of the writer, founded
without subverting civil powers, which Chris- | upon irresisiable pride, and the subversion of
11ans are forbidden by Chiist to attempt upon | constitutional principles.
any pretext. ‘Thegrest function of the Chris- | But we are of a different opinion from “ A .
tian Church in its present stage, is not gov- | Layman,” who cites ihe Cardross case as ar-
~rning, but teaching. True, the time will | guing against a union. Notwithstanding that
some when this world will indeed become the | the Free Church has foregone any clim to
kingdom of Christ; but this state of things | Gozernment money, it cannot free itself from
will be brought about, not by overthrowing | civil supervision and so, 1ts leaders ought to
human governments, or by antagonism to | be now convinced, that the ground they took
them, but by transfusing the principles of the | on ¢ going out” was very doubtful, and there-
Gospel entirely through the hearts of all par- | fore they will not throw the blame on the
ties in the state—subjects, rulers, and all ex- | church established, for not accomplishing what
veutive agencies—the proper relation of the | the church free cannot accomplish. If they
¢hurch to the state—nnt to appose but to in- | were guided by the logic of events, they would
finence towards what is good. However, | no longer stickle for what they called their
this question has not adranced one inch to- | principle, but be prepared to coalesae again.
wards a selution by the disruption, as is
shown by the recent Cardross case. All hu-
man jndgmer;lzs are fallille; fxmdl perhapsi
considering the constitutior: of ecclesiasticu N
and civil c%urts, the latter being brought toa New Brunswick.
mmuch higher degree of perfection than the| THE Presbytery of St. John held their us-
former, more compicte justice may be luoked | ual autumnal meeting at St. John, on Wed-
for from Lords of Session and Chief Justi- | nesday, 8th October. The business was
ces, than from a conglomeration of minisiste- | chiefly of a routine character. The only mat-
rial brains. | ter of interest was a communication from the
Both these questions having arisen out of ¢ Trustees of St. Johns Church, Moncton.
the circumstances of the Cnristian Church, 1+ OQur congregation there appears. in common,
wd having had an importance assigned them j it is to be feared, with all classes of the com-
through the subtlety of human speculation, | munity, to feel the pressure of the times. I
which did not rightly belong to them, we | do not think it necessary at present to go in-
‘hiuvk that difference of opinion upon them | to particulars, as a committee of Preshytery
4id not warrant a disruption. Al may grant | has been appointed to correspond with the
hat revolution against constituted authority | Trustees, and make such arrangements as
iv allowable under certamn circumsiances— | may ke best in the circumstances.
when that authority abuses i's power, and | ‘The congregation at Moncton occupies an
there i3 no other remedy than revolution. | interesting and somewhat peculiar position
Thingshad not come to the pass in the Church | Many years ago a minister of our Church re-
af Scatland, which required so urgent a rem- | sided and iaboured there. It was the day of
edy. ¥ anything was wrong within it, there | small things; and as was to he éxpected, he
should have been a long and strenuous offort ! had many privations to encure. Fhe seces-
:0 correct it, remaining in it. But the Free | sion of 43 occurred. A few of the people
{harch party in rehelling because they couid | sympathised with the Free Church. Free
net immediately have their own way in the ! Church ministers visited the place. A few
General Assembly, acted in violation of one | Free Church residents settled there; and for
of their own precious principles, numely, that { a short time a Free Church minister laboured
the majority shonld rule. If the Church was | there. .
not fulfilling its mission satisfactorily, then it |  After his removal it was a question from
was manifestly their duty to remain i it, and | which Churck a minister should be solicited.
strive to, put things as they ought to be. 1t | The peaple acted wisely. They called a gen-
1« nothing short of petulance for 8 member of | eral meeting. The question was put, and the

L

CORRESPONDENCE.
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vaajority decided in favor of the Church of  Georgetown, Cardigan, and Little Sands
Scotland. The minority acquiesced in the | might be able to support a minister.
decision; and the affairs of the congregation| There is a third Church erected at Orwe. .
have proceeded with much harmoeny ever | about six miles from the Belfast Church, .
since. ‘The Rev. William Murray labour=d ] was begun ahout eighteen months ago, and ..
tirere for over three years most suceessfully ;| now so far advanced that service is held in .
and the neat and commodious Church is at, every third Sabhath. On these occasions .
unce a monument of his euergy, 2 credit to iz crowded to overflowing—by persons, tou.
the c. sregation, and an ornament to the, the most of whom were able to go very set-
ctown, i dom to Belfast Church.

‘The Pev. James Mackie is now labouring |  The credit of this building is due, princi-
there, and in the surrounding outstations. | pally, to the energy and zeal of 2. 5. Finu.
T.ately a Free Churck missionary has come to | Esq., of Orwell. At his suggestion it was
Shediac (an outstation), and he also visits commenced, and by his unwearied labours.
some of the sutrounding districts. ‘The sta- ) chiefly, it has reached its present conditior.

tion is not capable of sustaining two, perhaps
not one comfortably. Why should they in-
terfere with one another, when there are so
many unoccupied fields to tili?

A Bazaar was held by our adherents, in
St. Andrew’s, in September, to raise means
to pey off some congregational Jebt. It was
juite successful as far as it went. Whether
or not the whole amount required was raised
1 have not learnt. Bazaars and soirees have
become very popular modes of raising money
for religious and charitable purpuses. ow
far they are desirable modes may be question-
ed. They have not been generally wiopted
in our Church; hut on the contrary discoun-
tenanced. It is true that people more readily
give money in these ways. Bui when given,
from what motive is it? Isitcharity? Re-
ligion? I mmust confess to a decideld prefer-
ence to direct religious or churitable giving,

" where other and less worthy matives are less

likely tointervene. A syvsiematic benevalence
is unquestionably the best; hut this isonly o
be expected from truly religious men whose
hearts are filled with the spirit of Christ.

‘The Rev. Peter Keay of Nashwaak craved
Irave from the presbytery at its last sitting to
pay a short visit to Scotland. It was granted;
and I understand that ie is now on his way
thither. 1.

Qur Church in Prince Edward Island.

WE are glad to record the erection of seve-
ral new Churches in this part of our field.
Four new buildings are being prepared for
ase.  One at Cardigan—-begun in Mr. Loch-
Jiead’s time—is now nearly completed. Itis
a commodious little buiiding, about five miles
from Georgetown, capable of accommadating
about 200 people, and is generally full when
service is held there. 'This station will yet, it
is hoped, be of valuable assistance to George-
town in the suppart of & winister.

There is another at Little Sand’s District,
helonging to the Belfast congregation. It is
moving slowly towards completion. It is
situated about fifteen miles from the Church
at Belfast, and about as far from Georgetown.

The site—a very exccllent one, with an acre

of land attached—was given by Mr. Nichoi-

! son, one of the elders of Belfast. This pro-

{ mises to be a very flourishing part of M.
McLean’s congregation.

i The Church on the Brackley Point Road
is up, and we expect to have sermon init be
fore long, although a good way from heing
fully finished yet. Its dimensions are 42 fect
by 36. TItis very creditable to the settlemer...

however.

{ am happy to say that the Manse b,
Georgetown is getting on very well, ton, and
we hape to see the minister settled in it be-
i fore this time nex: year.

Mr. Duncan begs to acknowledge the re-
cript of a very handsome Pulpit Bille ana
Psuim Book from James Robertssn, Iug..
Brackley Point Roasd—presented by bim e
the new Church on that road.

1

THE MansE, WEST BRANCH, _
19th December, 1862,

My pear Mz, CosTLEY,—

We hope our friends throughout the cou:-
try are, as usual, mindful of the * Young
Men’s Scheme.” When advocating the claims
of that scheme in the pages of the fKecord of
! last year, we expressed our conviction of its
| vast smportznce to us as a Church in this Pro-
“vince. And nothing has since tranapired to
lessen its importance, or in any degree weak-
en its claims. It is true, indeed, that at last
meeting of Synod a commitiee was appointed
to confer with other religious bodies with re-
spect to the desirableness of attempting o
form a Provincial University—that this com-
mittee met and agreed, with others, upon the
desirableness of such an undectaking-—thu:
they also met the trustees of Dalhousie Coi-
lege, and found them very ready to enter up-
on the views of the committee—and thatit is
confidently expected we shall have Legislative
| eractment upon the matter during the ap-
: proaching session of the House, resulting m
the cstablishment of Dalhousie College as =
Provincial University. And we certainly thini
this is 2 move in the right direction. The

Could that station be linked to Georgetown— ; scheme is thoroughly sound in theory, and, i
and I dare say the Belfast Chureh could spare | realized, wiil, we hope, prove highiy heneficiai
st—then in 3 short time the "three places— |in its practical effects. Indesd we believe
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there ia not a ringle intelligent well-wisher of
his country who would not rejoice to see such
& University, aud who would not wish it eve-
1y manner of suceess ; for certainly that coun-
try iz in a most despicable condition whose
sectarian animosities would prevent its young !
men from meeting in a common seat of learn- |
irg us gentlemen and scholars, and thus de-
bar them from securing the advantages of a
thoroughiy iiberal education.  "There they cer-!
ta*uly could meet on common ground withont
the slightest eompromise of principie. There, |
too, we firmly heiieve, the foumidation of aj
higher and happier future would be laid——a
furure in which men would learn 10 respect
one another’s differesces—where they would
-ore thoroughiy learn the prrand docirine of |
Toleration, and be led to find partial ‘Truth
wilere now they see nothing buta mass of
Brror. Avnd who would not jovousiy hail the -
advent of such a periad ¥ Certainly it is
consummaiion most devoutly to be wished.”
Yet ow friends must remember that l).d-i

)

:

1

i

housie Univeraity is still in tie uncertain fu-
tte, among the things (vt are fo be. It can
be foimed only after the pusang of a Bl
which Bul we trust shedl inderd pass. Siiil, !
it may fail in passing.  Fuither be it remem-
bered, even afier it ius passed, some time
®ust necessuily be speni vefore such a Uni-
rersity can be thoroughiy eguipped for its
fts wark,  Hence, let us nut forget the Pro-
verb, ** a bird 1o the band is worth two on the
hush.”  We have at piesent a scheme in ope-
ration, through which wa may, with God's
blessing. in supe mreasure at leasi, meel the
wante-of oty Chineh. We have several voung
men of high standing, buth in Scotland and
in Canada, and sevesal others at hand, ready
to join than,  The vaeancies in our Chureh
are numerous, and the wan ts daily increasing.
Let us wllow = tie Yourg Men's Scheme” 10
languish, and what may follow ?~—Dathousie
Callege Scheme may fail, and we shall find
sursches cut off flom even our present source
of supply. Indecd were this College or Ui
versity Scheme realized, 1 cannot see haw the
* Young Men's Scheme” must consequenth
be thrown entively aside.  €ertainly it wouid
1o fonger exist 1 exactly the sawme form, as
it dues at present, yel it could very easily be
se-modelled 50 28 Lo serve a most excellent
purpose.

In ithe meantime, bowever. let us stand by
the scheme @s 2t is.  We have alieady con-
fracted & very heavy responsibility, we have
sent several young mea to college, who look
to us for seme support, and that xupport we
shall gladly give, aud conunue while required.
Hence let the anuual coilcction be made tais
year as formerly. We need ut least as much
money &8s we required last 1ear, and I kave
wo doubt, we shall find our people equally lib-
ers:, »nd in the meantime,

Believe me, My dear sir,
Yours truly,
S. McGrEGOR.
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From our Scotch Correspondeont.

DrurING the precedicg part of the sessiox
the College Courts have presented the moy
exciting aspect it has been my lot to witnen
heretofore during my College yems. Iver
owtsiders seemed infected ; the merchant 1
the Exchange made it the subject of conver.
sation while seanning the news of the day—
the dweller in Saltmarket discussed the merin
of the candidates over his giass of * half-and-
he!f.”  But let us enter the courts, and hen
we at once fiud vurselves on the real battle.
ground ; here a knot of blue-caps—there @

ctuster of reds—here an active and unwearied

canvasser oi the ne side, eagerly pitching
into some verdant junior from the highlands
of Perthishire or the churlish mountains. of
Argyle—there an equally determined support
er of the utber gide, xhorting some fearfully

; unimp:essible subject 1o stand forward like s

wan and tecord his voie for the best
man, of course. “ But who and what are
these blues and reds?” you may ask.  Wel),
they are the clergymen. the lawyers, the doc
tors, the men of science and thought of the
risivg generation.  We have here specimens
of humanity from all quarters of the globe—
from the Fejee Islands to Nova Scotia.  We
have, peibaps, sume of the choicest men of
the day, as also, perhaps, sume of the stupid-
est, ang this is the e when clever and stu-
pid alike unite, and it is uo use blinking the
tiuth, making fools of themselves. The Elee-
tion furer hus seized upon ali, u; setting the
tquilibiium  of the hard-working student,
crammed with classic lore or metaphysical
erudition, as well as of him whose head is
guiltless of containing a single idea. And
yet great good comes out of this considerable
amount of foolery.  There is acarcely a good
speaker leaves College but, if you will ask
him to what one thing more thau anuther he
may ouwe his success, will answer you thus—
* to the drilling 1 received in the Greek Clase
Room at some of cur election meetings.”  In
fuct, it is a perfect nursery of orators in em-
bryo. He who has commanded a heating
from an auditory of students—the most hy-
percritical set alive—need fear 20 audience.
Bat enough of this, and let us statein clear
terms, 2s a sort of wind up of this part, that,
alter one of the best contested Rectorial elec-
tions ever fought in this University, victory
bas declared for the red caps, and Lord
Paimersion, “the venerabie Premier,” has
been elected to the highest office the Univer-
sity could bestow—that of Lord Rector. His
opponent was John Inglis, E«q., the Lord
Justice Clerk, an ola aund distinguished stu-
dent of our own Alma Mater, and who was
the main instrumeunt in framing and carrying
out the provisions of the famous “ Scotch
Universinies” Act,” which has, in its resuolt,
heen so beueficial and 85 highly creditable to
ite framer. Notwithstanding these peculiar
claims, it can be no disgrace to him to be de-
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feated by one who is decidediy the most pop- | years of his episcopate in ascertaining the ea-
ular man in Britain. , pabilities of pasture land ; and studying sim-

The Churct hzs lately had to mourn the ilar questions, and applying the calculations
Joss of Dr. McLeod of St. Columba’s Church ! ohtained to the history givem in the Penta-
in thig city, and father of Dr. N. Mcl.eod of ' teuch, he anncunces as the result, that the
‘the Barony, whose memory is still so fresh | supposed facts are mythical ; that the rapid
and 80 loved in the minds of many Picioni- ] increase of the descendants of Jacob to the
ans. The Highlanders, and Gaelic-speaking | time of Moses, the celebration of the Pass-
portion generally, in an especial manner | over, the march through the wilderness, ant

mourr the loss cf him who, during the long’
term of his hie, was eminently the ilighland-
er'’s friend.  But weep only for the Church
‘which has lost one of her brightest earthly
ornaments. Weep not for him; he is now
‘enjoying the reward of tne “ good and faith-
Ful servant.”

An item of news which, if not heard before,
will be received with pleasure by vour read-
ers, 18 the appointment of the Rev. Dr. Caird
to the Theological Chair of this University,
‘vacated by the resignation of Dr. Hill, whose
~old age and increasing infirmities have inca-
pacitated him from longer filling that Chair
which he has now for upwarde of twenty-two
years filled with eminent success and accept-
ance. A fitting tribute has been paid to him
by his former and present students. An ai-
*dress, magnificently done up, was read and
presented to hiw, and his permission request-
ed that his portrait should be pzainted and
hung up in the Divinity Hall, which permis-
‘sion was granted by the Rev. Dr.  The grief
of the College at losing Dr. Hill must be
-greatly compeneated by obtaining in his place
the man whom we conscientiously believe to
he the greatest orator living.

Mr. Nichol, son of the late Professor of
Astranawmy, has heen appointed Professor of
English Literature—which class has now, for
the firs: ume, been established.

1 observed in one of your former numbers
an account of the vacaney of wssistzut and
successor to the lev. Mr. Brown of Ruther-
glen. This vacancy hes been filled up by
the appointment of the Rev. W. ¥. Steven-
son. late assistant in 8t Matthew’s, Glasgow,
and, I belirve, a friend and college chum of
the ¥ four”  The vating was all but unani-
mous tor Mr. Stevenson, and the people of
Rutherglen may congraiulate themselves on
obtaining, for their present pasior, so able
sand eflicient an assistant and successor.

z‘? o
3
3 MISCELLANEOUS.

% THE event of the month in ¥ngland has
“bren the publication of the work of Bishop
P€oienso on the Pentateuci. Bishop Colensn
<has long been known to hold peculiar views
Wen many theological subjects.  In missions,
“¥AB soon as hie went to his South African dio-

‘; bese, he taok the unusual posiiion of advoca-

g
“Ung the tolrrance of polygamy amoag con-
“werts,  The Bishop, who is noted as an arith-
-ametician, has spent the comparatively leisure
EL °

' the rumerous incidents attending it are im-
. possibilities.  The difliculties suggested by
the Bishop have almost all been considered
hefure, while he seems to proceed on the as-
; sumption, that the miraculous element is to
be sinply rejected without the action of which
i many portions cannot of course be upheld.
‘I'his bold challenge rung upon the shield of
the orthodox faith at 2 time when the Kssaye«
and Reviews case is pending in the Cour: ot
! Arches, has excited universal attention, and
1 the war is likely to wax hotter and hotter
until the position of the Church is more clear-
i1y defined. Bishop Colenzo has, it is said.
. adopted his present course fuily prepared for
. all consequences, and anxious to testthe ques-
! tion of the breadth of the National Establist:.
{ ed Church.

! Tre triumph of the Democratic party in
i many of the Northern States of America hax
"excited new hopes of an early peace. This
" party is, however, as little disposed to favour

secession as its opponents. The chief cause
of its sucress seems to have been & desire to
preserve siavery, and 2 consequent hostility
to the proelamation of the President. luis.
nowever, probably too late late 10 prevent the
carrving cut of tae new policy, aud the pros-
pest is still gaod that, through this war, the
: slave system will be extinguished, orieceive
. such injury that it will gradually sink to de-
“cay. Meanwhile it is to be hoped that no ef-
forty wiii be spared to secure new centres for
the growth of cotton by free labour, Frem
India, the Briti<h Wesz Indies, the Fiils and
other Puacific Ielands, in which the plant
grows most luxuriously, there can b» ny
deubt that more can be obtained in a few
yeurs than wiil supply all the demaad, ana
that we may thus, 1n any cirsumstances, be
wade tndependent of the accursed slave traf-
fic, which, colour it as we may, is utterly o
be abhorred by ali Christian men.

H

I
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THE cholera has been sweeping over Northi-
ern China with most disastrous resuits.  The
mission band 2t Chefoo has been almost en-
tirely swept away,  In the crowded native ci-
ties mult tudes have perished.

Tug Dishmen in London have atiempted
a great anti-Garibaldi demonstration at Biack-
heath.  The meeting was opposed by the Car-
dinal and clerg:, who knew well enough the
contemptihle minority in which they would
be placed if open diccussions were held. s
passed off with iiitle resuit.

Ox the occesien of Dr, Candlish’s inaugur~
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ation as Principal of the Free Church College
of Edinburgh, this month, he was invited to
a public breakfast, and presented £5650 as a
token of the gratitude of the Free Church
for nervices rendered by him, before and since
the Disruption.

Tue Rev. Dr. Craik of St. George’s Glas-
gow, has beer nominated for the Moderator-
«hip of next Gencral Assembly of the Church
of Scotland; and the Rev. Mr. Roderick
McLeod of Snizert, Isle of Skye, is to be the
Muderator of the next General Assembly of
the Free Church.

0

WE have been requested to intimate that
the Rev. Mr. Pollok will preach at Gatrloch
an the tweaty-fifth January, instead of ap-
pointment as mentioned in Presbytery Re-
port.

——()

* Tae late William Bauld, Esq., Halifax,
has left the sum of $400 to assist in paving
off the debt on St. Andrew’s €hurch in that
dty.

= -

We are willing to allow agents a commission
t the extent of forwarding six copies for the
gnce of five; or we will send ten copies for 5
ollars. 8ingle copices, 3s. 11-2d.

All communications intended for publication
20 bo addressed to John Costley, Pictou Acade-
ay; letters on business to be addressed to Mr.
William Jack.

Printed and published for the proprictors, on
¢ first Saturday of cach month, by Simox H.
oLM 8, Standard Office, Pictou.
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THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

List of Sums collected at Halifax,

POR THE YOUNG MRX'S SCHEME, FOR
THE YRAR, 1862,

John Duffus, $500 Samuel Noble, $2 00
James Thomson, §00 | Wm Kandick, 200
Samuel Gray, §00 . Arch. Sinclair 200
Dr J.F.Avery, 500 A C.Couxwell, 208
Alexr. Mcleod, 500 Geo McKenzie, 200
A. K. Doull, 400 | Wm. F. Knight, 200
J'n.Taylor (Messrs Wm. M. Allaz, 200
Esson,Boak & Co)4 00 | Thox, Hosterman,2,00
Johin Tazlor George E.Mortun,1 §0
(Blacksmith) 400 | Jas. MceDonald, 100
Hon. A. Keith, 400 | Robert!Malcoim, 1 00
John Esson, 4 00 | Angus McLean, 100
W. H. Neal, 4 00 | Philip Thomson, 100
W. A. Hesson 4 00 | Robt. Urquhart, 100
James J. Bremner,4 00 [ E. G. Stayner, 100
John Doull, 4 00 | John Brander, 100
John R. Campbell,4 00 | John Richardson.l 09
John A.Sinclair, 400 | Wm. H. Bauld, 100
Geo. P. Mitchell, 400 | Murd.M Lindsay,1 00
John Gibson, 400 ! RRobt McDounald, 1 00
John Watt 2 50 | Clement F. Rey-
Jas.G.Greenwood,2 0{ | nolds, 102
Duvid Ross, 2 60 | James Rhind 0 52}
Robert Noble, 20)
£85 50 $30 124
85 50
Total, $115 62
1862 DR.
Dec. 23.—To cash remitted to William
Gordon. Esq., Pictou. in a
Bank of Nova Scotia draft
on Pictou, sl1503

JAMES J, BREMNER.
Halifax, N. 8., December 23rd, 1862.

Received the above sum ot

giises

WILLIAM GORDON, Treasurer.
Pictou, December 24th, 1863.

SCHEMES OF THE CHUROHN.

6t
Nov.—Earltown congregaton,
A Friend in Cape Breton

HOKE MISSIOX.

From Robert Reed, per Rev. Mr. Pollok,

" Deo,—McLennan’s Mountain Congregation,
Cape John congregation,

S8YNOD FUND.

Cash W. B. River John Cosgregation,

1862
Cash from P. E. Island, per Rev. Mr. Grant,
- Pictou, Dec’r. 22ad, 1862.

YOUNG MEN'S SCIRMY.

£1

WEONO®
z:."’““:t

2
1
1
£1
£012 9

£30 0 ¢

W. Gorpoy, Treasucer.

Cash received from the West Branch River John cangregation, in aid of the erec-

tion of the Church at River John,
River John, Deceicber 17th, 186%

Y2l

Jouy MCKRiisIE, Soorefary.




