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The Hiding-Place.
BY MRS, M, L. DICKINSON.
I nave only to hasten and hide,
I have only to cling and abide ;
I am safe whatever betide,
In the heart, in the heart of my God.

My weeping is changed to a song,
No sorrow comes near, and no wrong
Can enter a fortress so strong

As the heart, as the heart of my God.

When the cloud and the whirlwind sweep
by,

In the cleft of the rock I can lie ;

The Rock that is higher than 1

Is the heart, is the heart of my God.

What matter if sorrows assail,

What matter if mortal strength fail,

No tempest can ever prevail

"Gainst the strength in the heart of my God,

From the smitings of scorn that begin
In the soul scourged and hunted by sin,
There is healing and comfort within
The pitiful heart of my God.

A refuge divine from my fears,

From the strife of the turbulent years,
From anguish and mourning and tears,
Is the heart, is the heart of my God.

In this fortress, my soul, be thou still,
"Neath his blessed, omnipotent will ;
Till his love, overflowing, shall fill
Thy life from the heart of thy God.

FEBRUARY, 1885.

V[N(). 2.

The After-Tillage of February.

WiteN the ground is hard, intractable, buried
under snow-drifts, the above title may sound
like a contradiction, and yet in the spiritual
history of a Sunday-school, February is one of
the most valuable months

In January, we bring out the ploughs of
repentance, and break up the souls hardened
in sin. Is there no unbroken ground in Febru-
ary? Has every soul been confronted with
the Spirit’s earnest summons to a better life?
There may be an abundance of after-ploughing
for February,

In"January, the sower goes up and down the
opened furrows and scatters the seed of truth,
Is there not some corner, some little nook in
the school, where seed has not heen cast ?

The hoy sitting next to you, the teacher,
each Sunday, may have a heart that no seed
has touched. O let patient hands in February
go up and down the furrows and scatter anew
the seed of life, Have faith in the after-sowing
of February,

In January, there is earnest cultivation of
-all ground broken up and sown down to the
truth.  Night after night, the bell in the
steeple may solemnly swing and call in sweet
and serious tones all souls to the house of
prayer and to a better life. There are quick-
ening sermons from the pulpit, and in private
what tender, watchful striving with souls?
When February comes, the crisis hour may
be more seriovs than in January. February
has its birds of temptation, its scorching suns
of opposition, its choking thorns of worldliness,
These may arrest and destroy the good work
once begun. After-cultivation will watch over
the seed and care for any immature growth,
Look after these February birds, these Febru-
| ary sins, these February thorns, Watch, work,
i l:my, wait. Let there be the after-tillage of
| February,—8. 8. Journal,

| Jonx G. Wuirrier, the poet, never drank
a glass of grog, never smoked a cigar, never
chewed Yobacco, and never indulged in pro-
| fanity.
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Personal Effort for the Salvation
of Souls,

OxE of the most hopeful signs of the times is
found in the fact that believers generally are
beginning to realize more fully their obligation
to do what they can to rescue the perishing.
The fact is working its way into the conscious-
ness of Christians that the Church is a great
soul-saving institution, in which there is a
place for everyone and a work for everyone
to do. It begins to be seen, as probably it was
never seen since the days of the Apostles, ex-
cept in the early days of the Wesleyan revivai,
that the evangelistic work of the Church is not
all to be done by ministers alone, but that
everyone who has been made the partaker of
the saving grace of God has received a commis-
sion to become an instrument of grace and

salvation to others. The Lord's people are not
yet indeed all prophets, but they are coming to
feel more and more that if they have been put
in possession of the secret of salvation, it is
that they may communicate it to others.

There is, probably, more divect personal
effort for the salvation of souls made by private
Christians just now than there had been for
many years, Christians, as in the days of the
persecution which arose about Stephen, are
going everywhere preaching the word. From
all this sowing a glorious harvest in the near
future may reasonably be expected, especially
if the work is dene wisely. There is nothing,
however, in which, in order to the largest pos-
sible success, so much prudeuce and discretion,
or 80 much patience and perseverance, is neces-
sary, It requires, moreover, tenderness and
tact, as well as wisdom and courage, to enable
one to succeed in this most important of all
works in an eminent degree.

All these, however, are God-given qualities,
spiritual gifts which may be received by the
humblest Christian, in answer to the prayer of
faith, if he have but a single eye. The Lord
teaches the hands of his people to war and
their fingers to fight. Let them only set about
the work in the spirit of entire consecration,
with singleness of purpose, and with absolute
trust in divine guidance and help, and they
shall not be without success, Those who work
successfully for the salvation of souls must be
in alliance with God. This work of the recon-
struction and renewal of the fallen souls of
men is in a peculiar sense God's own work, It
is & new creation, and no power inferior to that
which made the soul at the first can re-make it
again in the image of God. At best we are but

instruments in the part we play in the accom-
plishment of this work. The power is of God,
and on it alone we must depend for success.

PU—

Wiat motive should we urge upon our pupils
in soliciting contributions to the missionary
cause ¢ Shall we urge emulation? This is the
devil's weapon, not to be lawfully used in
fighting Immanuel’s battles. Shall we urge
the probable d tion of the heathen without
this knowledge? Of this we know nothing.
Shall we speak of the blessedness in this life if
men receive the glad tidings? In many lands
the first converts to the faith have been called
to lay aside the joys of home, somegimes to pass
Dy means of a martyr's death to the heavenly
inheritance. Is there any motive we dare urge
but obedience to the Captain’s command ? Back
of us is the Infinite **Go.” That is enough.
—8. 8. Journal.
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Canadian Normal Class Work
for 1885.

BY THE RBV. ALFRED ANDREWS,

NORMAL CLASS OUTLINE LESSON, No. Il
Parr I. BisLe SectioN: BiBLk EVIDENCES,

Waat does the Bible believer claim for the
books of the Bible :

1. That they are genuine : that is, they are
now substantially the same as when first writ-
ten. Of this we have solid proof by comparison
with ancient manuscripts and the various trans-
lations extant.

2. They are authentic : that is, they are true.
If history be recorded, it is true history; what-
ever is contained in these books may be thor-
oughly relied upon as true.

.3;‘. %‘Iwy are inspirved, 2 Tim. iii. 16,17, The
Bible came from God, and represents His voice
to us. We may not be able to say in what

rticular sense the Bible is inspired, but

“Holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.”

4. The Bible is a book of authority. It con-
tains God’s law to us, under which we live and
by which we shall be judged.

TEN LEADING BIBLE EVIDENCES,

1. Adaptation to man's need, 1, There is a
God, This book displays him. 2. God has a
law. Herein that law is set forth, and we
have something to stand upen. 3. It reveals
human destiny. Whither am I going? Herein
I learn of & heaven and how to reach it. And
here we learn that there is a hell, and are
shown how to avoid it. And thus our greatest
needs are met in the Holy Book,

11. General aceeptance of the Bible, 1. Early
acceptance by the Jews in ancient times and
Christians in the first centuries after Christ.
2. Continuous acceptance; at no period broken,
3. Present acceptance. In this age, when
nothing is accepted without the hest of proof,
the Bible is more generally accepted as from
God than in any preceding age.

111, Charactevistics of the Book. 1. Its vari-
ety. Containing many separate books—39 in
the Old Testament, and 27 in the New ; in all
66 books. A great variety of subjects : 5 books
of the Pentateuch; 12 historical books; 5
poetical ; 5 major prophets; 12 minor pro-
Y)hets; 5 historical in New Testament; 14

auline Epistles; 7 general Epistles; and 1
Book of the Revelation. These produced by
36 or 40 writers, in various countries, in several
languages, and occupying nearly 16 centuries
in their production. 2, Their harmony, Look
at the various parts, and no matter when or
by whom they were written they are in thorough
agreement, "3, Their unity, One purpose runs
through the entire Bible-—human redemption.
All things else cluster around this one greut
subject. 4. Progressiveness of the revelation.
At first the promise was dim : *“ the seed of the

woman ;" then to Abraham the promise was
“to his seed ;” then of “ David’s line,” etc., ete,

IV. Harmony of its relations. 1. In regard
to localities mentioned in the Bible, wo
thousand or more places are mentioned, cover-
ing the region from Rome to the Persian Gulf,
References are frequent to rivers, rocks, plains,
cities, mountaius, ete, Go to those places, and
you understand the book as you read it as you
can nowhere else. Kenan calls Palestine the
fifth Gospel. 2. In regard to institutions. See
the Jewish people, unlike all other people.
Study their present cir tances and comy
them with the Bible account of them, and you
see the truth of God’s word. The Christian
Church : whence did it spring? Take, for ex-
ample, baptism and the Lord’s Supper. If the
New Testament account of these institutions be
correct, then all is plain and comprehensible ;
if not, how then came these rites to be estab-
lished. 3. The Samaritans. When Jesus sab
on Jacob's well, the woman said : *“ Our fathers
worshipped in this tain”’ (Mt. Gerizim),
We find still about twenty families of the old
Samaritan people residing in that country, and
on a certain night of the year they still gather
on Mt. Gerizim to celebrate the Passover ; and;
strangely enough, the{ lay their lamb on two
trestles placed in the form of a cross.

V. Fulfilment of prophecy. No man by hue-
man wisdom alone can foretell the future. But
in the Bible are many particular predictions of
future events. This opens a very wide subject,
far beyond the limits of this paper. The stu-
dent will find valuable infoymation on this
yoint in Townsend’s book, *‘Credo,” in *‘Bishoj
Newton's Dissertations on the Prophecies,” an
in our own Catechism No, IIL, pp. 26-34. But
we give two instances : 1. Isainh—-see chapters
44 and 45—-prophesied, atleast 150 years before
the events occurred, that Cyrus (not yet born)
should le a great king—see chap. xlv. 1, Z
Xenophon, speaking of him afterwards, says:
“Oh, son of Cambyses, the gods certainly ap-
prove thee, or thou couldst not have attained
to such good fortune.” He also foretold that
he should deliver the captive Jews and cause
Jerusalem to be rebuilt; and this we see ful-
filled, as recorded in the last chapter of second
Chronicles. 2. Concerning the place of Christ's
birth—see Micah v. 2, Did this refer to the
Messiah ?—recd Matthew, chap. 2. And thus
a prophecy of at least 500 years’ standing, and
well understood, was literally fulfilled. An
objector once said that Christ, having found
that He had in His own person fulfilled several
of the Jewish prophecies, submitted voluntarily
to be crncified, in order to induce men to be-
lieve and worship Him after He was dead,
What reasonable man would believe such a
story, It is said that a man once told his
friend that he had found a new religion; he
was confident that it was of great value, but
was amazed that men would not receive it,
“Censent,” said his friend, * to die for it, and
after three days rise again from the dead, and
men will follow you.”  *‘But,” he replied, *“I
see grave difficulties in the way of doing that,”
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The study of prophecy in regard ¢ ancient
cities in the light of recent discoveries is one of
the most delightful and profitable studies that
can engage the thoughtful mind.

[The remaining five evidences will form the
subject of next month’s lesson. |

Parr 11, SCcHOOL SECTION Tur SUNDAY-

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT,

We speak not of what the superintendent
actually is, for we get the best man we can,
and scarcely hope to find all excellence in any.
Yet it is well for us to consider a model super-
intendent. The actual officer can then measure
up to the ideal as far as possible,

1. Character. In looking for a manager for
a great machine-shop, we enquire for one of
character, sober, honest, industrious, loyal, and
duly qualified for the work required to be done.
Qur superintendent must be: 1. A man of
character, having a good report from those
who know him as honest and honourable in his

dealings. 2. A Christian, having a reverence
for (God's book, and willing to carry into active
life his Christianity, even to the extent of
snfleving, rather than to deny his Lord and
Master. 3. A humble spirit. In no office is a
man of a proud, self-sufficient spirit more out
of place. Let us study the spirit and life of
the lowly Saviour as our model here.

11. Qualifications. 1. A Church member.
The Church is established to bring souls to
Christ, and build them up in Christ ; therefore
it is surely desirable that those who wouid lead
ohers to Christ should be in the Church.
Then, in the Methodist Church the superintend-
ent of the 8. 8. is a member of the Quarterly
Official Board, which he could not be were he
not a member of the Church. 2. It is of great
service to a snpcx'iutcmlcnt, if he bea good judge
of human nature, as the appointment of teachers
is largely in his hands, and it is vastly important
that he know well where to place cach teacher,
3. He should study the art o} teaching as far as
possible, for he is really a teacher of teachers.
4, He ought to have as ood a knowledge of
the Bible as he can possibly secure; for the
Bible is an intricate book; its subjects are
vastly important, and he should know the
book well. 5. He should be fertile in expedi-
ents for managing the school and young people.
Sabbath-schools do best with judicious changes.
6. A man of tact, quick to perceive the best
thing and how and when to doit. 7. Needs to
have good executive ability. He will not try
to do all the work of the school himself, but
will employ others wiscly, and thus when he
drops out some of his helpers will be able to fill
his place.

111, Dutics of the Superintendent :

1. To the Church.
2. To his pastor.
3. To the teachers.
4, To the pupils.

e ———a—

public preaching and other means of grace, as
tar as jossible, in order to secure the attend-
ance of his teachers and scholars ; (2) A liberal
man, contributing generously as he may
able to all the various schemes of the Church ;
and thus he will develop a gencrous and benevo-
lent spirit in the whole school ; (3) Loyal to
the Church—if a Methodist, he should be able
to show the reason why—and take a deep inte-
vest in building up the Church.
2. Duties to his pastor: (1) He should co-
operate with him in church work, and be sub-
ordinate to him as chief officer in the church ;
(2) He owes him allegiance. The minister is
often before the people, and has much to say.
He may provoke criticism, sometimes unjust {
raised It is a grand thing for the chure
when the superintendent sustains the minister
and the minister sustains the superintendent of
the school,
3. He should prove his interest in the teachers !
(1) By suﬁur\'iaing their work judiciously, giv-
ing them kindly hints in teaching and manage-
ment of their classes; (2) a‘honﬁl cultivate an
intimate acquaintance with all the teachers;
(3) Should conduct the weekly teachers’ meet-
ing, or secure some suitable person (the pastor
if possible) to conduct it; in that case he should
give the best possible help to such person.
1. 7o the scholars: (1) Should study to know
every one by name, and call them by their
names if possible wherever he meets them;
(2) Secure personal visitation of the scholars
once a month, or as he may judge best. This
can be done to advantage only by a regular
plan of co-operation with the teachers and
other school officers ; (3) He should review the
lesson of the day before the echool, and on
Review Sabbaths should, sometimes at least,
teach the whole school 3 (4) On him must de-
volve the duty of arranging the classes, after
consultation with the teachers concerned ; (35)
Should personally urge the scholars to come to
Christ, and that frequently ; (6) Should fully
explain to the scholars the nature of the home
preparation desired for the school; (7) And
always give them the benefit of a consistent
example.

A A

EDENGROVE, Jan, 20th, 1885.

.

Mother's Turn.

« Tt is mother’s turn to be taken care of now.”

The speaker was a winsome young irl, whose
bright eyes, fresh color, and ‘eager looks, told
of light-hearted happiness. Just out of school,
she had the air of culture, which is an added
attraction to a blithe young face. It was
mother’s turn now. Did she know how my
heart went out to her for her unselfish words?

Too many mothers, in their love for their
daughters, entirely overlook the idea that they
themselves need recreation, They do with-
out all the easy, pretty, and charmin things,
and say nothing about it ; and the daughters

1. To the Church: (1) He should regularl
attend the weekly meetings of the chureh, both

do not think there is any self-denial involved.
Jenny gets the new dress, and mother wears
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the old one, turued upside down and wronﬁ
side out. Lucy goes on the mountain trip, anc
mother stays at home and keeps house. Emily
is tired of study, and must lie down in the
afternoon ; but mother, though her back aches,
has no time for such an indulgence.

Dear girls, take good care of your mothers,
Coax them to let you relieve them of some of
the harder duties, which for years they have
patieutly borne.—Iutelligencer.

Teachers’ Weekly Meeting.

BY THE REV. A, ANDREWS,

“HeLe us to help each other, Lord.” All
officers and teachers of the Sabbath-school
should attend the weekly meeting for the study
of the lesson ; comparison of ideas on the doc-
trines and lessons to be taught, and methods of
instruction.

Personal home study of the lesson by every
teacher should always precede the teachers'
meeting, to secure the hest results.

Tcuuﬁcrs‘ meetings afford vegular oppor-
tunity for conversation in regard to classes,
individual scholars, and other school matters.
Here also we may arrange for quarterly re-
views.

If adult sviiviars attend, it is well to dismiss
them before school management is considered.
“ We cc ot well overestimate the importance
of teachers’ meetings.
™1, Teachers can there materially help each
wother in their work.

2. They create a common interest among the
teachers.

3. Promote fraternal association

4. And ensure best possible results of school
organization. However excellent that school
may be without it, this agency would prove
most valuable in accomplishing still greater
good. I notice that in the excellent conven-
tion recently held in Nerth York, the Hon. S.
H. Blake spoke ‘‘of the importance of the
regular weekly meeting, for the study of the
lesson by teachers.”

D. Fotheringham, Esq., P. L. 8., was allowed
fifty minutes to conduct a specimen teachers’
meeting, and subsequently a resolution passed,
“That a well-defined object and plan of study-
ing in the teachers’ meeting is important as a
means of development in knowledge and power
to the teachers themselves and to the wise and
successful presentation of the living word to
the scholars,” See report. These are among
the latest testimonies on this topic.

Who should conduct the teachers’ meeting?
The superintendent of the school has the re-
sponsibility for the whole machinery. But
where the pastor is able to devote time to the
work, he seems best qualified to instruct the
teachers, Often the superintendent is himself

Where should the teachers’ meeting be held?

In a comfortable room, well light~d and
warmed ; where the members may be seated
conveniently near each other and the leader;
little can be done at long range. It may be the
vestry of the church or the residence of the
superintendent, the pastor, or one of the teach-
ers. In some cases it passes round from house
to house,

When to hold the teachers’ meeting? Not
early in the week. Let the teachers have
u{»p()rtunity of study first, and meet together
about Friday or Saturday,

How shall the teachers’ meeting be con-
ducted? Many ways, each excellent, vary
from time to time.

1. Sometimes call for a few leading thoughts
on the lesson ; then take the verses in their
order. Always recognize the value of question
and answer in teaching.

2. Another method, Let the class ask two
uestions on each verse, to he answered after
all questions have heen asked. The secretary
writes these questions quickly, as the lesson
advances, then a few miscellaneous (uestions
also written down. Now let the class answer
the questions as the secretary reads them out
one after another.

3. Some take the verses as they come, or a
paragraph consisting of several verses, and ask
questions and receive replies as the lesson pro-
ceeds.

4. And still another method may be some-
times (not often) used ; let the leader in twenty
minutes give an address on the lesson, and then
by questions reviewing his own address, to be
followed by questions from the class; the
leader answering as best he can any question
not satisfactorily answered by members of the
clase

There are only three ways of proper answer
to a question in the class. 1. By obvious state-
ment containing self-evident truth, 2. Quota-
tion from parallel scriptures. 3. By frank
avowal, I don’t know. Discussion should be
discouraged, it will kill any teachc. s’ meeting,

Time. The lesson should rarely exceed forty
minutes, often thirty minutes will be better.

All engaged, We must secure the co-opera-
tion of every one present, else they will not
care to come very often.

DIFFICULTIES,

An old recipe for cooking a hare runs, *‘First
catch your hare, then”—— So here. Teach-
ers’ meetings are few ; I fear there are fewer
than there were some years ago.

1. It is hard to get a free night.

2, The teachers most needing help usuall
are most indifferent and irregular in attend-
ance,

3. Then to get the suitable person to con-
duct it.

But desirous of a meeting, let any two or

the best adapted to do the work. In some
cases he may wisely induce the more advanced
teachers to take their turns with him from
week to week,

more teachers resolve to have one; let them
have courage such as we spoke about recently.
If a whole evening really cannot be secured,
then half an hour after the prayer-meeting may
be utilized, or half an hour before the school
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meets on the Sabbath. Let us uewe again and
again upon the indifferent the pr ilege and
duty of attendance. And let ns each sustain
the leader appointed by our operation, and
¢ we shall conquer, never fear H

Lonely Labourers.

Many Christisns have to endure the solitude
of unnoticed labour. They wre serving God in
a way which is exceedingly useful but notat all
noticeable, How very sweet to many workers
are those little corners of the pewspapers and
magazines which describe their labours amd
guccesses ; yet some who ave doing what God
will think a great deal move of at the last, never
gaw sheir names in print. Yonder beloved
brother is plodding away in a country village ;
nobody knows anything about him, but he is
bringing souls to God. Unknown to fame, the
angels are acquainted with Lim, and a few

recious ones whom lie has led to Jesus know
Kim well, Perhaps yonder sister has a class in
the Sunday-school ; nothing striking in her or
in her class ; nobody thinks of her as a remark-
able worker 3 she iga flower that blooms almost
unseen, but she isnone the 1 yrant. There
is & Bible woman ; she is mentionc in the re-
rt as making so many visits a w eck, but no
ody discovers all she is doing for the poor and
needy, and Low many are saved in the Lord
through her instrumentality.  Hundreds of
God’s dear servants are serving Him without
the encourngement of man's approving eye, yet
they ave not alone ; the Father is with them.
Never mind where you work ; cave more about
bow you work ; never wmind who sees if God
approves. If He smiles, be content.  We can-
not always be sure when we are most useful,
It is not the acreage you sow, it is the multi-
plication which God gives the seed that makes
up the harvest. You have less to do with being
successful than with being faithful. Yourmain
comfort is that in your labour youare not alone;
for God, the eternal One who guides the marches
of the stars, is with you.- _Charles H. Spurgeon.

et D+ O —

Rain-Drop, Snow-Flake & Co.

That is a firm equal to the doing of a vast
amount of irreparable mischief. Let “Co.”
resent a quantity of time, say five days, and
what a wrecking business this firm can accom-
plish ! All that is needed is to combine these
elements. Let there be a few days of warm
rain, warm, soft-footed rain, pattering down on
the lonely, stretching ficlds of suow days of
gray vapour sailing through the valleys like a
vast, spectral fleet, and what a result follows !
A great angry flood boiling and frothing, and
rushing and roaring ! Down through the valley
it drives, snapping off the great pines as if weed-
stalks, whirling away houses and barns for a
dance of death, while the bridges arve braids of
straw that it tosses scornfully upon its waves.
The one condition of this disaster is combina-

0OL BANNER.

tion. Would you not prevent it if yon could ?
Would you not bring to o halt the march of the
rain, scatter the snow hefore the wind, and save
life and yroperty * It is provention that is the
hest treatment for the combination of sach
elements.

There may be a freshet among your Sunday-
school scholars. Yake “Boh,” In his character,
there is a large amount of thoughtlessness  Let
that combine with a certain coarse, sensational
style of literature he finds in the public library
(alas that it £hould be there !) or @ quantity of
ev iety in the neighbourhood, or that
irreverent, prayerless, ivre igious element in the
school or store, and then add the item of time,
and you will have a freshet in that hoy's life,
O!d harriers against purity and reverence and
religion will be sweptaway. Prevent it. Think
for * Bob.”  Ask about his vendling, Have an
eye to his associates. Arvouse his congcience to
the necessity of habnts of prayer, and what a
work of prevention you will accomplish ! Saved
from the freshet of death ! Saved under God's
Dlessing to everlasting life !

ey > A —

Lost.

SoME months ago the body of a young man
was found in the Ltiver Mersey. In his pocket
was a paper, which, though wet, could easily
be read. It contained these words: **A wasted
life. Do not ask anything about me; drink
was the cause. Let me die; let me rot.”

There was nothing to indicate the young
man’s name, nor could any clew to his identity
be discovered. The sin:ple fact of the discovery
of the body and of the munusc ript was pub-
lished in the newspapers in diflerent parts of
England. In less thana week, the coroner of
Liverpool received over two hundred letters
from fathers and mothers all over the kingdom
asking for a description of the young man.

What did this indicate? That in over two
hundred knglish homes there was mourning
ovep more than two hundred sons, who had
left the parental roof and had goue, none could
tell whither, It means that these sorrowing
parents had seen that in their wayward sons*
which led them to suspect that they might
meet an untimely end.

There are lost ones in our own country as
well as in England.  Speak to that young man
who comes to your neighbourhood a stranger.
Away from the restraints of home, exlnoseﬁ to
allurement and temptation, he may be in dan-
ger. A word from you may save him. You
may bring him within the holy influences of a
godly life, and perhaps snwj\ a brand from
the burning.

Speak o him 1—8. . Jowrnal,

— e

A tarrLe girl of three explained tho meaning
of the (iolden Rule after this fashion : *“You
must do everything that T want you to do;
and you mustnt do anything that I den't
want you to do.”
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Opening and Closing Services for
g Ffrst Quarter of 1886.

OPENING SERVICE,
1. Silence.
11. The Doxology.
III. Responsive Sentences, [Psa. lzl.l‘
Supt. 1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
Sc‘ool. From whence cometh my help.
Supt. My help cometh from the Lord,
School. Which made heaven and earth,
Supt. He will not suffer thy foot to be
moved.
School, He that keepeth thee will not slamber.,
Supt. Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall
neither slumber nor sleep.
School. The Lord is thy k s
Supt.  The LO{‘d is thy shade upon thy right

hand.

School. The sun shall not smite thee by day,
nor the moon by night.

Supt. The Lord shall preserve thee from
al) evil :

School. He shall preserve thy soul.

Supt.  The l.orsl shall preserve thy going
out and thy coming in

School. From this time forth, and even for
evermor.,

IV. Singing.

V. Prayer.

LESSON SERVICE.
1. Class Study of the Lesson.
I1. Singing Lesson Hymn,

II1. Recitation of the Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the
school in concert.

. Review and Application of the Lesson, by
Pastor or Superintendent.

V. Catechism Lessons.

VI A ts (especiadly of the Church,
service and week-evening prayer-meet-
ing).

1

=

CLOSING SERVICE,

1. Singing.

11. Responsive Sentences.

Supt.  He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall donbt-
less come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.

School. Open thou mine eyes, that I may
behold wondrous things out of
thy law.

THE APOSTLES' CREED,

1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord ; who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead and
buried ; the third day he rose fromn the dead ;
he ascended into heaven, and sitieth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead -

1 believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy
Catholic Church, the communion of saints ; the
forigiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body ; and the life everlasting, Amen,

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.
FEBRUARY 1,

7. In what other ways did He show this ?

By the heavenly wisdom, the authority, and
the graciousness of His teaching.

And all bare Him witness, and wondered at
the words of grace which procee led out of His
mouth.— Luke iv, 22,

Never man so spake.—John vii. 46,

And they said one to another, Was not our
heart burning within us, while He spake to us
in the way, while He opened to us the Scrip-
tuves ?—Luke xxiv., 32,

He taught them as having authority, and not
as the seribes.—Mark i. 22,

FEBRUARY 8,
8, And what was the last and greatest proof ?

l}iu rising from the dead, as He Himself fore-
told.

The Jews therefore answered and said unto
Him, What sign showest thou unto us, seein,
that Thou doest these things ? Jesus answer
and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and
in three days I will raise it up..... ut He
spake of the temple of His body,—John ii. 18,
19, 21.

This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all
are witnesses,—Acts ii. 32.

[Matthew xvi. 21 ; 1 Corinthians xv, 14, 20.]

FEBRUARY 15,

9. Have belicvers an internal evidence that
Christ came from God ?

They have, according to their faith, the wit-
ness and the fruit of the Holy Spirit in their
hearts.]

In that day ye shall know that I am in My
Father, and ye in Me, and I in you,—Jobu xiv,
20,

Hereby know we that we abide in Him, and
He in us, because He hath given us of His
Spirit. —1 John iv. 13,

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfniness,
meeckness, temperance, — Galatians v. 7 73

FEBRUARY 22,

10. What does our Lord say of those who re-
Jjeot Him ?

He declares that they ought to believe in
Him ; and that they would believe in Him if
they humbly and patiently listened to His
words,

If I say truth, why do ye not believe Me?
He that is of God heareth the words of God;
for this canse ye hear them not, because ye are
not of God.—dJohn viii, 46, 47.

The works that I do in My Father’s name,
these bear witness of Me. But ye oelieve not,
because ye are not of My sheep. My shee]
{mnr\My voice, and I know them, and they fol-
ow Me.

vy
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INTERNATIONAL

FIRST QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.
LESSON V. PAUL AT JERUSALEM.

A D, 5.

Acts 21, 15326, | Commit to memory verses1i-19.]
15 And ufter those days we tock
. up our carringes, and went up to Je-
ru’sa-lem.,
3 There went with us also cer-
tain of the disciples of Ces'a-re’u,
and brought with them one Mna/son
of Cy’yrus, an old disciple, with
whom we should lodge.

17 And when we were come to
Je-rusa-lem, the brethren received
us gladly.

18 And the day following \l went in with us unto
Jumes 3 and all the elders were present,

19 And when he had saluted them, he declared par-
ticularly what things God had wrought among the
Gen'tiles by his ministry.

20 And when they heard if, they glorified the Lord,
and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many
thousands of Jews there are which believe ; and they
are all zealous of the law :

21 And they are informed of thee, that thoun teachest

General

And now atlast Paul is at the goal of his journey. the
city which to every Jew was holy as the dwelling-place
of God. The apostle enters its gate surrounded by
companions, and within its walls is welcomed by
fricnds, yet he sees on every hand lowering faces, and
knows full well that dungers are impending. Beneuth
the roof of the stanch old Mnason the apostolic com-
pany spend an evening listening to memories of the
early days, and the next morning are ushered into the
pre<ence of ** the Lord's brother," James the Just, the
saintly and stern head of the disciples in Jerusalem.
With him are assembled the elders of the mother
Church, many of whom, doubtless, had looked upon
the face of Christ, and some of whom may have seen
him on the cross. Here Paul recounts the wonders of
grice wrought among the Gentiles, and shows that the
same gifts of the Spirit have been poured out upon them
as on the Jewish believers, They listen, and rejoice at

Explanatory and

Verse 15, After those days. The time spent at
Cesurea, from five to seven ‘Took up our car
riages. Rev. Ver,, *Our b " The word means
rx to be carried. Went up. From Cesarca

“thet
on the sea-coast to Je em among the mountains, a

journey of three days, ns they 2o on foot.

16, Went with us certain.  Paul's pm‘!{ had now
grown to large proportions, giving safety to his person
and dignity to his errand. They were to present to
the jealous Jewish Christians of Jevusalem the offerings
of the Gentiles, as a token of fellowship. Bronght
with them. The text may be translated either * bring-
ing us to Mnason,” that is, taking the apostolic com-
pany to the house of Mnason, or as it is in our transl-
tion, and also in the Rev. Ver., indicating that Mnagon
went to Cesaren to meet his guests, One Mnason.
Nothing else is known concerning this brave old dis-
ciple who was willing to receive into his house the mun
mo-t hated in the Jewish world. An old disciple,
Not n wily an aged man, but, as in Rev. Ver., *an
early disciple,” either one of those converted on the
duy of Pentecost, or l»crhupﬂ a follower of Christ dur-
ing his eanthly li t may be that from him Luke ob-
tained some facts in his Gospel and the earlier chapters
of Acts. With whom we shouid lodge, Since the
city was crowded at the feast of Pentecost, guch an
arrangement was necessary. (1) Let us welcome the dis-
ciples of Christ to our homes.  (2) How beautiful the
sight of anold and experlenced diselple !

17. Come to Jerusalem. Thiswus Paul's fifth visit
since his conversion, and his last. for he left it a week
Jater a prisoner in chinins, brethren. The Church

in Jernsalem was mainly Jewish, and intolerant of Gen-,

tile Christianity ; but there was in its membership a
section of brond-minded, progressive beJievers, who
appreciated Panl and his work, and these gave him a
welcome which was all the more encouraging becuuse
of premonitions of danger.

BIBLE LESSONS.

[Feb. 1.

all the Jews which are among the Gen'tiles to forsake
Mo’ses, saying that lhe{‘oughl not to circumcise their
children, neither to walk after the customs,

22 What is it therefore ¥ the multitude must needs
come together : for they will hear that thou art come.

23 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have
four men which have a vow on them §

24 Them take, and purify thyself w ith them, and be
at charges with them, thut they may shave their heads :
and all may know that those things, whereof they were
informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou
ulgelf also walkest orderly, and keepest the law.

25 As touching the Guu’\i{es which believe, we have
written and concluded that they observe no such thing,
save only that they keep themselves from things offered
to idols, und from strangled, and from fornication.

26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day purify-
ing himself with them entered into the temple, to «ig-
nify the accomplishment of the days of puritication,
ar‘\lil that an offering should be offered for every one of

em.

Statement.

| the mercy of God, and for themselves are satisfied. But
\ they remember the thousunds of Jews, who, though
| Christians in name, are yet in the bonds of anarrow
l belief, and they give to Paul counsel which, if followed,
| may conciliate them, and turn them from enemies to
| friends. As the re}mr\ has gone ubroad that Paul is an
| apostate from the ewish law, and an enemy to its cus-
‘ toms, they recommend him to join with four Nazarites
l in an actof consecration in the tem Jle, thereby to show
that he is loi'nl to the traditions of the fathers.” Another
\ man woubd have stood upon his right of freedom, and
(
|

refused to submit to the unnecessary yoke, but Paul
was willing to deny hims=elf to the very dust, if need be,
to save one soul. He assented, and we see lim stand-
ing in the Nuzante's room in the temple, with shorn
head, performing the ceremonial of one who was under
uvow.

Practical Notes,

The day following. Wherever Paul goes,
whether as pilgrim or apostle, he i ever prompt in his
errands.  Paul went in with us. Luke and the seven
European brethren (Acts 20. 4) were present at this in-
terview. From the epistles, we learn that one of its
objects to present the gifts of the Gentile Chris-
tians, Unto Jame salled * the Lord's brother.™ for
he was the son of M and Joseph, He was not one
of the original twelve apostles, but was the pastor or
+bishop "’ of the Church in Jerusalem. At this time
the apostles had scattered upon their mission to various
lands. James was the recognized leader of Jewish
L‘Inrl—!lxlnl(!. yet he had given the most cordial indorse-
ment to Paul's work among the Gentiles. All the
elders. The leading members of the Church, chosen
by seniority or ability to positions of influence. Were
present, Showing that this was a formal and ap-
pointed meeting.

19. Saluted them. Probably, according to the Ori-
ental manner, h‘_emhmclng with a kiss upon the cheek.
He declared. This statement was made to show the
believing Jews that the hand of God had been in the
spread of the Gospel among the Gentiles, It was not
in any sense a report to the Church in Jerusalem as
from one who was subordinate to them. Particularly.
Rev. Ver,, ‘‘one by one.” What things God had
wrought, Laying stress, not on his own labors, but
on the divine \\‘urkini.z. the ealvation of souls, the gifts
of the Spirit on Gentile believers, and the evidences that
God owned the work. By his ministry, The original
word is that from which ** deacon’ i8 derived, mean-
ing ¢ service.” () Lel God have all the glory in our
work, for he gives all the success.

20. They glorifled the Lord. Plnlnlf' a full in-
dorsement of the apostle and his course. 1 see no evi-
dence of a strife among the leaders of the Church,
whatever mu?‘ have been the parties among its mem-
bers. Yet these elders recognize the necessity of
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placating, if pos:ible, the resentment of the ignorant
mullmufe against the apostle, ‘Thou seest, brother,
Paul kuew by experience, as well as by report, how
many among the Jews were in greater or less degree
believersin Christ.  How many thousands. Literally,
* how many myriads, or tens of thousands : ™ a term
used not definitely, hut purnlurl)‘, for ** innumerable,™
or **a multitud Not all of these were enlightened
believers, with living experience.  Most of them were
people who accepted Jesus as the Messiah, but retained
all their former Jewish ideas ; und in the troubles of
the next ten years but few were found faithful, for the
number of Christiuns who left the city at the Roman
invasion was small. Zealous of the law, *“ The
law ™ was a vague term, referring not only to Moses’
enactments, but to the cumbrous muss of additional
pieeepts, touching every department of life, given by
the scribes to keep the Jews apart from the world,
The Jews of Jerusalem were the most higoted and nar-
vow in their views, of ull the earth, and the Christians
of Jerusalem, with some noble exceptions, shared in
their intolerance,  (4) How hard il is to veach a stand
point where the view of other people and their opinions
i hioad and generous !

™

. They are informed of thee. This report was
tly right and partly wrong, but readily accounted
for when we remember the bitterness of party strife,
and the prejudiced views to which it leads. It was
vight in that Paul held that the law had no saving
power ; but wrong in the inference that he counseled
Joews to disregard their customs, chest all ¢
Jews, From the fuct that he did not teach the Gen-
tiles 1o obey the law of circumeision and the Jewish
customs. they supposed wrongly that he urged the
Jews themselves to abandon  them. Vo forsake
Moses,  Literally, © apostasy from Moses," the highest
tredson, in the Jewish thought.  Not to eircumeise
their ¢ J He had taught that neither circum-
cision nor unecircumeision was important; but the
chia made by his e version of his
utterances. Walle afi The usages
which warked the Jews as peculiar among men, and
compelled them to avoid Gentiles and associate only
with eich other.  (5) 7he hardest slander (o mect is one
which is half’ true and half fulse.

3. What isit? “What now is to be done ™
ist needs come together,  Ina time
em wus crowded with Jews from every
ews of Paul's coming was sure to spread. to
d about, and might lead to some result

ore thiv, T j i

)
This project was evidently a carefully
laid plan, and but for unforeseen events might have
concilinted the opposition to the apostle, Some com-
mentutors, as Wesley and Farrar, think that Paul acted

unwisely in acceding to it, but most writers regurd it
as a proper act of conciliation. It would seem from
Acts 23, 11, that his course had divine sanction. Four
men which have a vow. Vows amongthe Jews were
generally for a month, during which the person who
made it drank no wine, and allowed his hair to grow.
At the close, he spent u week in the temple, offered cer-
tain suerifices, bad his head shaven, and the bair burned
upon the altar, us a token of surrender to God's service.

24. Them take. It was customary for men to unite
in the manner here proposed, with those who were ful-
filli ] ce was in bigh esteem amon
With certain u-reumunﬁ
i rifices, With them. The hest au-
thorities differ in their opinion as to whether or not
Puul himself took the N te's vow, or only joined
in_certain of its ceremonies, at rges.  Join
with them in the expense, which would be for eight
umbg, four rams, unleavened bread, flour, and drink
Shave their heads. In our opinion Paul's
s shaved, and he took the Nazaritic vow for the
remainder of the thirty days. AN may know. In
this public manner, Paul would show that he h
renounced the Jewish customs, but was himse!
dient (o the legal requirements.  Walkest orderly,
Literally, * nccording to rule.” (6) We should seck by
al{[ means to conciliate othrs, even to the denid of our-
selves.

25. As touching the Gentiles, Thiz was said to
show that the suggestion was not intended to apply to
Gentile believers,  We have writ A refercnce to
the decision of the conference ut usalem, Acts 15,
hings offered to idols.  The meat which cime
from idol-temples, the eating of which might seci to
=anction idolatry.  Yet Paulin 2 Cor. had written that
a Christian had an abstract right to eat any Kind of nieat
set before him, though, for the sake of his influence. he

1 bstinence
which was
gled.  Be

opposed to the Jewish law.
would contuin the blood. m fornication. Ay im-
morality very common among the Gentiles, and not op-
posed by any public sentiment. (3) Cheistianity has
qreatly elevated the moral standards of society.

26. Paul took the men, Ile acted upon his own
principle of **ull things to all men.” for the suke of
saving some, and would do any thing from ¢ y
while refusing to do it as a requirement of sul A
Entered into the temple.  Ina room in the Court of
the Women, set apart for such uses, To sig
accomplishment, Ile was to remain there seven days
until the completion of the service, and the presenta-
ticn of an offering.

HOME READINGS,
M. Paul at Jerusalem. Acts 21, 15-26
Tu. The disciples at Jerusalem. Acts 15
W. The speech of James. Act: j 2

Th.S
F. Zeal required. Rom. 12, 1-1¢

8. Fulfilling the vow. Acts 18, 18-28,
8. Payment required. Eccl, 5. 1-7.

. 1-12,

ful work. Rom. 15

GOLDEN TEXT.
And when they heard it, they glorifled the Lord.
Acts 21, 20,
LESSON HYMN. S M.,

Throngh Jesus Christ the Just,
My faint desires receive,

And let me in thy goodness trust,
And to thy glory live.

Whate'er T say or do,
Thy glory be my aim ;

My offerings all be offered through

"he ever-blessed name,

Jesus, my single eye
Be fixed on thee alone :

Thy name be praised on earth, on high ;
Thy will by all be done,

TIME.—The spring of A. D. 58, immediately follow-
ing the last lesson.

PLACE.—Jeruealem.  [See Descriptive Index.]

RULERS, —See Lesson IV,
DocTrINAL SUGGEsTION—The law and the Gospel.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The End of the Journey, v. 15-17,
What is meant by “ our c: ges ¥V
Who accompanied Paul on this journey #
With whom was he to stay at Jernsulem ¢
How were he and his company received f

2. The Report to the Elders, v, 18, 10,
| When did they meet the rulers of the Church ¢
Who preshle«f over the council ¥ ver, 18,
| What was the salutation ¥
} Of what did Paul muke u report ¥
|
|

3. The Offering in the Temple, v, 20-26,

How wus his report received ¥

Of what was the apostle accused ¢

What was he advised to do ¥

What do we know of the Nazarites ?

What counsel was given to the Gentile converts ?
ver, 25 ; chap. 15. 28, 20,

How was the expense to he met ¢

Did Paul act according to the advice of the council ¥

! Practical Teachings,
| How does this lesson show—
| 1. That salvation is a divine work ?
2. That hinderances may come from the brethren #
I 8. The desire of good men to aid the weak ?

PRIy

ey
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QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS. TEXTS AT CHURCH.

1. The Epd ef the dowraey, v 15-17,
here did M"Jum:‘y ewd ¥ Horning Tehe..oovssrrsssasnssssasssessnsnsnptnasones
What is meant by ** cay nges 7
Who came with ul’s party ¥
Who was (0 be their host in Jerusalem ?
Flow were the travelers receiv 1

. Whe Report to the Blders, v. 18, 19.
'll!ow &ong 3‘\3 |l|'nu|1 w:uitt?hefure reporting ? ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
'0o whom @ repor tol PR
Who was James ¢ Gal. 1. 19. Seven Principles of € L

Yho wededul r:;;:':‘ him 1, Tug Priyereie o FiogLiry.

i ?
We. ... went up to Jerusalem. v. 15.

o i . e
L ,I“,‘,"“ﬁ',"u',';‘:‘.;,,‘.“,ﬂﬁ.’: ;" v. 902 + Be strong, and of a good courage.” Josh. 1. 9.

})I‘ what nation were most of the believers ? « Be strong in the Lord.” Eph. 6. 10,

What had they heard about Paul ? 11. Tug PRINCIPLE OF BROTHERHOOD.

What test did the elders propose !
What would this show to The Jews ¢ With whom we should lodge. V. 16.
a;:o were dech;l‘::} n'feehl'n(gm |'l.;;a£ J (‘ewiuh law ! Brethren received us gladly. v. 17
at was required O e Gentiles ¥ “W t.. .to lov " g
How did Paul receive the request of the elders ? @ ‘“.: ]o:‘g: the l::el\|:':: aeln:‘lz:lhe; 1 ‘1 John 4. 11.
What was the offering required ¥ Nam. 6. 13-15. : R & 16
1H. Tue Privcpie oF LovALTY.
Teachings of the Losson. Declaved. . God had wrought. v. 19.

Where, in this lesson, sre we shown— They glorified the Lord. v. 20.

1, Joy over the spread of the Gospel ? “God ...worketh in you." Phil. 2. 18.

2. The danger of receiving fulse reports ? 5
3. The ldut;S of ylelding U% others fn minor matters ? “Not of yourselves. .. gift of God.” Eph. 2.8.
1V. Tue PrivcieLe oF LIBERTY.

AUl zealous of the law. ¥. 20

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS. b R e acad ok tha i S 8
From Cesarea where did Paul go? To Jerusalem, ,‘N;"’:: d:r ‘l‘he aw h’:tll::d:rémcs ,',"'R'(:m 61
s . . 6.

the end of his journoy.
Who welcomed him ¥ The brethren in Christ, «gtand fast....in the liberty." Gal. 5.1.

Where did he go with his friends the next day ? To | V, Tug PRINCIPLE OF CHARITY.
maeet the apostie Jawes, who was a very boly man. 7 g
What wis Jumes sometimes called ¥ The Lord's They are informed of thee. v. 21.
ir{)\lllﬂr. o et Al the old Teachest . ...Jews. .. Jorsake Moses. V. o1,
“hio were prasent at this meeting the elders “ Judge not. ... he not judged.” Matt. 7. 1.
of the Chureh of Jdernsalem. _ "
whe L Punt tell them ¥ \What great things God | _. “Why dost thou judge thy brother ? ' Rom. 14. 10
V1. Tug Prixorece o¥ Prriry.

hn\‘: done l‘uv‘ ﬂu‘()«nl[ll Rk T ]
“hat did they do ¥ tepeat the yoLDEN TEXT. Keep ...from....idols.... ornication. v. 2.
Then what did they say ¢ That 8 great many 0 "‘l'l‘he will of God. .. .yo{lr sun::ﬂﬁcutionf‘ 1 Thess,

the Jews had helleved in Jesus [Jewish law. |
What were the Jews very particular about ? The | 4.8,
What did <ome of them think about Pault Thet be | “Your bodies are ...members of Christ." 1 Cor.
was an enemy of the law. | 6. 15
What elsa ?  That he uad been trying to make the N
VIL. Tue Prixciere oF CoNCILIATION.

Jews not (o bo Jews any lowger.
What did these elders adv ise Panl todo? o go to Then Paid took the men. v. 26.

the temple and keep the law of the Jews, ¢ G
What lmmtl did l‘n-,\‘ think it would do? They “Free from all.....servant unto all.” 1 Cor. 9.10.
im b “ By love serve one another.” Gal. 5. 13.

thought when the Jews saw in the temple
oheying the rules, they would not believe the stories
they had heard about him, NECeRsary.
! ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS.

n’lml ;ll]d‘l’:lll‘l lhh:l? n‘h?m it ? Tih. I‘B‘n:;e?"-
ow did he show his ‘hristian epivit ¥ ng i
willinz to do it for the sake of the bqnpcl. u | What the Christian Should Be.
N "“;“‘!‘ le doy Weut iuto the tewple to stay | 1. The Christian should be bold to go wherever his
EYSRARES 4 duty ealls him, fearless of results. v. 15.

Words with Little People. 2. The Christian should be hospitable, giving wele
" Unless m‘ll( hn\'n“:(v;l".v, t{lﬂt| |:~ you ,‘10 not know h‘“‘i come to all who own Christ as their Lord. v. 16
happy it makes & tle irl to give up her own way, anc » Ohl p .
Pleas wdln do just what mother thinks is best, or how | 3. The Christian should give God all the glory for the
very happy a little boy is who does something he does | good he has done. V. 19, 20.

| 74, The Christian should be careful not to misrepre

¢ to do to mike others Lappy for Jesus' sake.
ts, which may turn

not wan;
) ave never tried it, begin this week and remem- | cont others, nor cirenlate false repor

f youh
}J\'l’ . Even Christ pleased not Limself.” \ thelr good deeds into evil. v o1
THE LESFON CATECHISM 5. The Christian should deny himself, and submit ;
3 g even to what may he uUnnecessary, in order to avoid
[For the entire school.] trouble in the Church of Christ. V. 28-26. 2
1. How were Paul and his companions received at
Jerusalem ¢ The brethren raceived them gladly.
9. What did the brethren do when Paul told of the | AN Einglish 1}"""""" Notes on the
LPRSONS.

results of his ministry nmong {he Gentiles ¢ ¢ They

glorifled the Lord.” BY SARAI GERALDINA BTOCK.

3. With what was Paul chiarzed by Jews zeidons of | Fauxexce of any kind is a thing full of trouble
the law ¢ With teaching Jows to forsake Jewish | : > g N :
customs. | and danger. Men who play a prominent part in
1. What did the brethren advise Paul to dot To | life ave exposed to cnvy, calumny, gmmnule‘m\n'nd-

| ing, and even hatred, T wos myself informer ight

purify himself according to the Inw. 8
5. What did Paul do ¢ He puritied himself. years ago, in London, that Mr. Moody and Mr 8
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Sankey had come there upon a money speculation !
And last winter T wus told by a gentleman from the
colonics that he had destroyed a number of copies
of Sankey’s hymns sent him for distribution, becanse
of the indiguation he telt against the ovangelists—
having been, ns 1 found, utterly wisinforined both
as to their ohjeet and their mode of procedure.

And 80 it was with the upostle Paul.  Iis name
was familiar to his countrymien,  In Syria, in Asia,
in Macedonix, in Greeee, he had done & great work,
and left behind him lasting results.
place he visited he hud sought out those of his own
nation.  Yet what was his reputation at Jerusulem !
He was not known as one who served with a true
heart the God of his futhers, and who had given up
personal comfort, honor, and sufety, thut lie might
benefit others, The Jews at Jerusalem, the great
mass even of the Christian Jews, kuew of him as a

man who taught his countrymen every-where to |
forsuke the law of Moses and the customs which had |

come down to them from their fathers, This was
what report said of him. And the charge, a false
one a8 we know, was one which tended to excite
hostile feeling toward Paul in those who ought to
have loved and honored him for his work’s sake.
These Christian Jews, though believing in Josus as
their Messiah, had not passed into the full light and
liberty of the Gospel, and still clung tenaciously to
their old eeremonies and observances, To condemn
or negleet these was in their eyes saerilege.  And
the feelings of suspicion and distrust with which
they regarded Paul would nuturally be extended to
the ehurches which he hud founded.

Tlowever lightly the apostle may have regarded
the esteem in which he was personally held (sce
1 Cor. iv, 3) among men, hie could not be indifferent
to any thing which aflected the unity of the Church
and the love which ought to exist between brethren
in Christ, He had come to Jerusalem for the ex-
press purpose of strengthening the bond of brother-
hood between the Chureh in this place and the
Churches of the Gentiles, The glory of the Lord
in the unity of his people was the aim immediately
before him, and for this he was willing to brave
every danger.

It was a large party that wrived at Jerusalem
with Paul. There was Luke the physician, to whom
we owe the careful narration of all that happened ;
there were three representatives of the Churches in
Europe, one from Berea, and two from Thessalonica,
three from the lunds west of the FEgean, namely,
two from * Asia " (one at least heing an Ephesian,
ver, 20), and one from Derbe, besides Puul’s long-
tried companion and helper Timothy (chap. xx, 4);
and with these were several of the Cesarean diseiples,
and Mnason the Cyprian, who was to be their host.
There were a few “ brethren” by whom they were

gladly welcomed, and the next day all the clders

met, under the presidency of James, to eonfer with
Punl,  These were the chicf men of the Jerusalem
Church, and there must have been many of the dis-
affected among them. Now what steps did Paul

Aud inevery |

| take to remove the misconccption that hud boen
| formed concerning himaclf and his work ¢

1. He related the simple fucts, Even without the

aid of eloquent speech the narrative must have been

a thrilling one. Since he was last in Jerusalem
| Paul had revisited the churches he had founded in
| Galatin and Phrygia (chap. xviii, 23), aud, later on,
those in Mucedonia and Greece (chap. xx, 1, 2),
and there would be much that was iuteresting to
relate of these visite, But the work in Ephesus,
where he had labored for two years, and which had
spread throughout the neighborhood, so that *ail
they which dweit in Asia” had heard the word of
God (chap. xix, 10), the story of the magicians
| foiled, and of the magic volumes given to the flame-,
of the tumult raised by Demetrius and his coni-
panions, and of Paul's escape from the dunger with
which he was threatened, must have moved them
in the highest degree. 'Choy saw that divine pro-
tection, guidance, and blessing had been with the
apostle. Al carping ehjection was silenced, and
the first utterance that came from their lips was,
“Glory to God.”

2. Together with the delegates from the Gentile
Churches, he presented the money which had becn
| collected for the relief of the * poor saints’ ut
Jerusalem (Rom. xv, 26, 81; 2 Cor. viii, 1-4).
Though not mentioned in Luke's narrative, this
must be understood from other pussages,  And this
visible fruit of the work of God among the Gentiles
no doubt went fur toward dispelling prejudice and
establishirg a feeling of brotherhood,

So fur Paul had been successful ; and deeply
must he have rejoiced when he heard the sssembly
of cllers glorify God for the work done among the
Gentiles,  But the rank and file of the people bad
yet to be reached, and a method was suggested to
him (ver. 23, ete.) which will doubtless be explained
in other notes, and need not be dwelt on here.  The
point to be noticed is Puul’s readiness to do what
he could to promote umity. He might have
answered that, us the apostle of the Gentiles, it
| was not his duty to conciliate the prejudices of the
crowd. But he was ready to act on the principle
he had himself laid down (Rom. xv, 1, ete.), and
to bear the infirmities of the weak.,

We cannot all do Paul’s work, but we may glorify
God in Paul’s way: by velating his wonderful
doings, by helping the needy, by taking pains to
remove every stumbling-block from the weak. It
is when the working of God becomes truly manifest
that objectors are silenced.

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class.

Begin by drawing a rough map of Palestine, showing
Cesarea (where Paul was at the opening of the lesson)
| and the road to Jerusalem....Explain “an old disci-
| ple ;™ * James, the Lord's brother ; ** “ zealous of the
|
|

law ;" “ Nazarite's vow.”....8how why Paul sub-
mitted to this demand, and observed the vow
| which was not required under the Gospel....Explain
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what was included in thi
sions concerning detuils. ..
Outline suggests a line of teaching ud
scholars—"* Seven Principles of Christ!
Show how these are presented in the Jesson : let the
references be searched and r 1 by the scholurs .. The
Additional Practical Lessons contuin the duties of the
lesson as applicable to  hoys and girls—* What the
Chiristian should be."....Illustrate eac
life.

References, FREEMAN'® Haxp-Book. Ver. 23:
Vows, 851, Ver. 24: Nazarites, 851,

The Analytical and Biblical |
lapted to adult |
jun Conduct.” |

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.
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Exrraxatioy. The blackboard illu
tion of the lesson which speaks about the ish law,
and it shows the doctrine that Paul preached, that is,

The
le; on
eater

Christ came not to destroy, but to fulfill, the law
altar of burnt-offering is here shown at on
the other side isthe cross, emblematic of the
sacrifice of Christ, the end of the law.
Christ and him crueified, and his present action, in pu-
rifying himself in accordance with the law, he deemed
unnecessary, but did it for the sake of peace.
Dingcrions.  In placing illustrations on the board, a
useful help is a ruler, made like a carpenter’s square.
Place one piece of it against the side of the board, and
the other will be straight across the face of the board.
like this: ™ With dark blue chalk make i
lines across the board where you wish to make lette
Any one cun draw an altar
straight lines made with white chalk and the ruler.
you use colored erayon, make the fl
yellow, the rays of light with yellow.

Lesson Word-Pictures,
A peaceable band of travelers on their way to Jeru
salem. Among
face whom we have oftel
the apostle Paul. We watch the
noon-rest in the shade o
their tents for the night, or as
shelter of =ome hospitable home.
rusalem, the mother-city, holy
welcome the sight of its w alls and towers !
ful, restful, is the nspect of Jerusalem ! Do the guar
at the gate see in that quiet ||i|;:|'i||\-hﬂ||d any reason t
suspect that it will be the oceasion of a whirlwind s00
to buret forth and rage all over Jerusalem ¥ No, the,
only see tired asses that bearing tired riders file throug
the gloomy gates of stone.
narrow, crooked streets. They halt before a ¢
which an old man appears, We geem to hear their sa

n noticed in previous travels

Y-SCHOOL BANNER.

s vow, but avoid long discus- \ utation,

h duty in actual

Paul preached |

like this one; it is simply
If |
ames with red and |

them is that man with long, serious

m as they halt for the
{ some leafy tree, as they piteh ‘
they turn aside to the
At lust, there is Je- |
city of God! How
So peace-

They wind through the
wor at

————
« Peace be to this house, und his response,
in, ye blessed of the Lord.” And the welcome
from the brethren on the morrow, how ready and cor-
dial ! Noeign of the whirlwind here, There is James.
Around him are the elders. We hear the words of Paul
| detailing his ministry among the Gentiles. The fuces
of his hearers kindle. Their hearts exult. Their
voices are lifted in thanksgiving. But they are think-
ing of others, of the many Jews among the Christiuns
who are zealous for the Jaw. Will he make conces-
sions to their prejudices ¢ Will he join a little group
| who have taken a vow ¢ On the following day the

apostle stunds in the temple-courts with those who are
| purdened with a solemn premise. It is a scene of
Around them rise the majestic walls of the

*Come

|

‘\ pence.
temple. At the altars stand the priests in their sacred
gurh, The smoke of offering calmly drifts away. The

Over all broods the peace of the
hear the whirlwind com-
wrath in its

worshipers bow.

3 sanctuary. Did any one s€¢,

ing ? Itison its way, darkness in its face,
voice.

Primary and Intermediate.

BY M. V. M.

Anywhere with Jesus.  Print

ss0N THOUGHT.
t the children in

al words on the board and interes
| weaving them into « story—Cesaren, Paul, Jerusa-
| lem, Christiuns, Jews, Persecution, Bonds, etc. Dif-
ferent ones may tell w hat they know about these words,

| and then som¢ child may gather all intoa connected
story, with the teacher's help if necess Why did
Paul go to Jernsalem in the face of dunger? Priut
“The Holy Spirit's eall,” and teach that one who loves
Jesus will always obey that eall, for he knows that
Jesus will be with him to keep him from harm. Put
OB the lesson symbol on the board,

and tell that Paul went to Jeru-
salem though he knew that he
would have trouble there Ex-
plain that the cross means any
thing to us whieh is notour way.
When the right way, or God's
way, comes HCross the wrong
w or our way, that makes a
cross, Johnny saw Harr '¢ orange lying on the table.
He said, ** Harry don’t see me. I'lltakeit.”” That was
Johnny's way. When he put his wnd on it something
caid, *Tat it down, God sees you." Johnny wanted
the orange, and it was i Crose for him to tuke God's
way and not g own. The safe way is always God's
ay, not ours. So Paul took the safe way in going to
Jerusalem.
}‘ 1If you have a map point out Cesar and Jerusalem.
{ Tell that the distance was about .venty-five miles.
There was a little company with Paul,all going to at-
tend the feast of Pentecost.  Tell of the joy of the

| Christians in Jernsalem when Paul eame and told them
how many of the Gentiles had Jearned to love Jesus,
and teach that true Christians are always happy to hear
that others have become acquainted with Jesus,

Tell of the meeting and what the elders advised Paul
“The

MINE

to do. Mak scroll on the board, print on it
Law.” This is what the Jews kept, thinking it w ould

When Jesus came he brought the Gospel.

gave them.
Lord Jesus Christ.” Pina

This says, * Believe on the 1
sheet of white paper over the seroll, und teach thut
now we keep the Jaw by obeying the Gospel. Though
Punl knew all this, he was willing to show the Jews
that he honored the Jaw still, hoping that he might be
able to preach the Gospel to them. Are we willing, a8
! Paul was, to give up our way for Jesus' suke ¥
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A.D. 58.]
Acts 21, 27-40. [ Commit to memory verses 30-33.]

27 And when the seven days were
almost ended, the Jews which were
of A when they saw him in the
temple, stirred up ull the people,
and laid hands on him,

28 Crying out, Men of Ts'ra el,
help : Thisis the man, that teacheth
all men every-where against the
people, and the law, and this place :
and further brought Greeks also into
the temple, and hath polluted this holy place.

20 (For they had seen before with Rhim in the city
Troph’i-mus an E-phe’si-an, whom they supposed that
Paul had brought into the temple.)

30 And all the city was move
together : and they took Paul, and drew him out of the
temple : and forthwith the doors were shut,

31 And as the; it about to Kill him, tidings came
unto the chief 1 of the band, that all Je-ru/sa-lem
Was in an upre

32 Who immediately took soldiers and centurions,
and ran down unto them : and when they saw the chief
captain and the soldiers, they left beating of Paunl.

ind the people ran

LESSON VI, PAUL ASSAILED.

[Feh, 8.

33 Then the chief captain came near, and took him,
and commanded Aim to be bound with two chains ; und
demanded who he was, and what he had done,

And some eried one thing. some another, among the
multitude : and when he could not know the certainty
for the tumult, he commanded him to be crried into
the castle,

35 And when he came upon the stairs, <o it was, that
he was borne of the soldiers for the violence of the
people.

36 For the multitude of the people followed after,
crying, Away with him,

37 And us Paul was to be led into the castle, he said
unto the chief captain, May I speak unto thee ¥ Who
said, Canst thou speak Greek ¥

38 Art not thou that E-gyp’tian, which before these
days madest an nproar, and leddest out into the wilder-
ness four thousand men that were murderers ¥

30 But Paul said, Tam o man whick am a Jew of Tar’-
sus, @ city in Ci-li’ci-a, a citizen of no meun city : and,
1 beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the people,

40 And when he had given him license, aul stood
on the stairs, and beckoned with the hand unto the peo-
ple. And when there was made a great silence, he
spake nnto them in the He/brew tongue, saying.

General Statement,

And now we have reached the point in the apostle's
history when he received upon his arm that iron circle
which to other men would have been the bond of shuine,
bat to him was the bracelet of honor, the chain which
made him ** the prisoner of the Lord,” a chain which he
was destined to w for five years, in the castle at Je-
rusalem, in the prison at Cesuren, on the deck of the
vessel, and before the tribunal of the emperor, We see
him fulfilling his vow in the arite’ amber in the
temple, perhups  enduring inlism with
patience, perhaps with a believer ght heholding
deeper meanings in the service than his companions
knew. Suddenly, there are d: and ominous looks
cast upon him: faces that he has seen before in the
streets of Ephesus are scowling now in the temple ; a
cry is raised. ** Help, men of Israel ! ™ and from the
cloisters aronnd, the idlers rush to the scene. Angr,
voices are heard in bitter accusations, some the half-
trath, which is worse than.a lie, some open falsehoods ;

and in a moment the apostle is seized by violent hands,
and dragged through the Beautiful Gate (which is
quickly closed by the Levites), and down the marble
steps into the Cou t of the Gentiles, A moment more,
nnn\ the noblest life in that age would have been tram-
pled out under the raging throng., But the quick eyes
of the guard on the walls of the overhunging tower
have watched the gathering crowd ; in an instant the
Roman engles light upon their prey, and the mob finds
itself surronnded with lines of glittering soldiery. The
commandant of the castle arvests the stranger whose
presence has occasioned the riot. and soon Paul. chnined
1o a soldier by each wrist, is on his way up the stairs to
the tower. There he looks down upon the wild multi-
tude.  With conscionsness of power, he nsks the privi-
lege of addressing it. His request is granted ; his right
arm i freed, and with a wave of the hand he stills the
crowd to silence, and then begins his address.

Explanatory and Practical Notes.

Verse 27. The seven daye. During which Paul
and the four men under a vow remained in (or perhaps
visited daly) the Nazarite’s room in the women's court
in the temple, fulfilling the required ceremonies. Ale
most eoded, [t was on the fifth day that these events
took place. 'The Jews which were of Asia. Pro-
consular Asia, or the provinces of Asia Minor border-
ing on the JEzean Sea, having Ephesus eir metrop-
olis, To these Jews Paul's face was familiar, as they
had met him in controversy in the syvinagognes, and
their hute azainst him was intense. When they saw
him. They were surprised to see their old antagonist
fulfilling Jewish rites in the sacred place. for they had
believed him to benn apostate from their faith,  Stirred
up all the ‘woph-.. There wus no place where Jewish
bigotry could he more easily excited than in the temple,
and its conrts had often been stained with blood. See
Luke 13. 1. Laid hands on him, Not arresting him
with legal forms, but seizing him for summary venge-
ance,

28. Men of Iseael. The old war-ery, which would
arouse every Jew, Help,  As il some wild beast were
in the temple, whom all must help to seize and <1
This. The original is a_pronoun of contempt. **This
wretch,™ cacheth all men. Notice (dat Panl s
charged with the same crimes as Stephen had been,
with Paul's consent.  Agzainst the people.  ** The peo-
ple ™ always meant the Jewish race, who were the only
people in their view worthy of the name. This charge
was hased upon his preaching that Gentiles and Jews
were to be suved upon the same terms,  And the law,
He had declared that the law in all its infinite details
wis no longer hinding upon believers in Christ. though
he had nowhere spoken against it. This place. The
temple was the holiest spot of earth to the Jews:
while Paul had proclaiimed God's dwellingsplace in the
heart of true believers, Closely examined. these
charges thus far will appear no greater perversion of

i Panl’s real teachings than might be expected from par-
| tians who were strenuonsly opposed to them. Brought
Greeks, The word is nsed in its wider sense, refer-
ring to all Gentiles who spoke the € lunguage.
Into the temple.  The temple, in general, referred to
the various courts and outer huildings, as weli as to the
house of God within them. Into the onter court ulone,
called the Court of the Gentiles, foreigners were per-
mitied to enter.  Polluted this holy place. The very
presence of a Gentile on the holy pivement would ren-
der it unclean in the Jewish view. A «lab has recently
been discovered in Jerusalem, which formed a part of
the bulustrade around the inner conrt, and it hears an

ption warning all aliens not to enter, under pen-
alty of death. (1) How hard it is for men to deal fairly
with opinions contrary to their own, (2 How easy it is
to draw wmwarrantable inferences from the acts and
words of those opposed to ws.

29. For they had seen. They had seen their Gen-
tile townsman_in the city, and they concluded. most
unjustly, that Panl had brought him into the temple !
Trophimus an Ephesian. Oune of Paul's most inti-
mate friends. who had accompunied him from Europe
(see Lesson 1), and eight years afterward is named
agnin, 2 Tim. 4. 20, Whom they sapposed. (3 / is
much easter to suppose evil than good of an enemy.
4y God’s servants ave very closely watched by an envious
world, and have need to be carerul in their conduet,

30, All the eity, Notice that the vow in the tem-
ple was assumed to ward off unfriendliness on the part

| of Jewish Christians ; vet the danger came not from
these, but from Jewish unbelievers in Jesns, Was
moved. These words show that there was an exten-
| sive tumnlt : how exten<ive. may be inferred from the
| heavy gnard around the apostle on the sccond night
afterward, when he was removed to Cesaren, Acts 23,

l People ran together. From the surrounding
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uarters into the Court of the Women, where the riot 37. As Paul was to be There was one ealm
q iy " .
begun. _They ok Paunl, T Buizing hold " is the | self-possessed heart in that ¥ ng sea, und as the apos
force of the orignal Drew him out. From the | tle Iquke«l down upon the throng he saw in them only a
\y'ulm-n"n court into the \,n‘n-ule , which was not con- \Inlllllllulc of souls to be won fui < Master, without
cidered sucred ground. The doors were whut. The | one thought of his own sufety ay b speak? le
four brazen doors of the women's court W ere closed to | spoke in the Greek langunage, qu tly, and W ith such a
shut out the mob, and not pollute the runsc_uuled place | complete mnastery over himsel and’ his surroundings,
with blood. (5) Fovmalists ure mure ;ul//lcuuu' o ob- | that the Roman office ould not fail to be impressed.
gerve the sanctities of places than ¢f luman tije. Even ;Lnu-l thou speak .ek? The chief captuin was
now in Mexico and Ttaly, men will bé careiul not to surprised to hear Lim speak in the cultivated Gre k
omit kneeling o a cross or sprinkling with holy water, | langunge, and in # few moments the populace were
who would not seruple to mupder wn innocent b, equally surprised to hear him speak in the snered He-
wew r 1) See i p: "
$1. Pidings came. The watchmen 04 the wall of \)‘1:;1;\ i bt (8) See the calmness f the heartthat rests
the castle of Antouin, notth of the temple, could look Y e
z‘.‘"‘"“ upon the oL A et nent d" the| 38, Art not thon (it Egyptian . Josephus gives
sentiles court, Vo thi cupta In Greek, | two aceounts of this imposte ho led an ignors )
the chiliarch, or communder of i thousand men, corre- - ipostor, Who led an ignorubt B
’ ¢ ' ble out of Jerusalem, claiming powe k g
. a reg! ' g gt , Cli g power to wWork miruc
sponding o the colonel of a regimeiit. His name was | Jie was attacked by the " AR el Pl .
Claudius Lysias, OF the band. The garrison in the as attacked by the procurator ¥elix, mud bt fol-
Lysius. M R ader conbn lowers were dispersed, but the Egyptiun himsell es-
castle, kept there 1O bold the people under control. | ¢uped, and uow the cl £ captain § 4
b o i = R he pr ve held his | S s @  the chief caplain imogines that he has
Tlhe procurator or goveruor of the provinee held bis { yeyppenred. Four thousand. Josephus says irly
!lel‘nl»nlumn S nt,. Lv.-. u l.)\‘l kept o ~‘nuug In‘)ru: in t thousand, which may vefer to the larger numixw guth-
eru=ulent, where the bigoted Jews were turbulent and 1 af! f e >
S oss ulider the Romuu pit s ered aft time. Men that were murderers.  Rev.
i ol b Ver, * Men of the Assusging,™ an organized associa-
2. Centurions, Captuing of companies, each hay- tion, who punished apostasy from Judaisin secret
ing o hundred woldiers under hiny.  Run down. There « their duggers for political ends,
were two ways of entrance, i stairs from the custle S hugs ol India.
Jeading down to the ¢ ourt of the Gentiles, and an un-\
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murder, and often
‘ They remind us of the
But Paul sald. Puul’s whole conduct shows
dignity. self-possession. confidence in his caus md
rvrmn:d magnetism. So sure i« be of his power that
\e ventures to address a wild mob of enemies. stills
them to silence, and for & time holds their attention.
1 nm & man, This shouk! be, ©* Lam aJew of Tarsus,”

derground passage opening into the guurd-room in the
wall by the Beautiful Gute. If both these were used,
the rioters would find themselves between two deta
ments of Roman soldiery. ‘They left beating, sur-
rounded by soldiers who were closing in upon them,
they dropped their prey, wud sought their own sufety. 4 A
as the other words are not in the original, and are un-
33. Chief captab ..took him. This was Paul's | necessary to the senst A Jew. And not *that
formal arrest by th oman autherity. under which he | E un,' as the chief eaptain supposed. Of Tarsus,
remiained n prisoner for five years. Bound with two ! The vita) of Cilicia, in Asia Minor, and a well-known
chalns. 7o a xoldier on each <ide, Demande II«‘ city. Lu menn elty. 1t was u (ree eity of the empire,
«aw that Paul was the oceasion of the disturbunce, but and a sent of lenrning superior in that nge even 1o
knew not what was its cause. | Athens. Suffer me (o -pr|nh. Tt was a bold request,
i for if his very presence had aroused such a riot, what
84. Some eried. The confused cries and tho He- | pight follow r:.m hix speaking ¥ Yetitsvery boldness
brew lunguage made it impossihle for the colonel to | ceeured the privilege.
Jearn what was the matter. Carried. Rather, as in |
Rev. Ver., * taken.” Into the castle The tower of | 40. Given him lieense. Rev. Ver.. “Leave.” The
castle of Antonia, originally built by one of the Macca- | composure and v ident nobility of the prisoner made an
bean princes. but enlarged by Herod, and named in | jppression on the officer. and he may have hoped from
honor of Mark Antony It stood ubove the temple, at | hisepeec 1 to lenrn something of the charge against him.
it north-west corner. and was the head-quarters of the | Paul stood on the stairs. He was chained to a £ol-
commanding officer. and in its different parts a palace, \ dier. but one hand was free, and he stovd above the

a judgment-hall, & fortress, and a prison. people in comparative «afety, thongh «till an y tar-
| get for an urrow or n stone. Beckoned the

25, 36. Upon the stairs. Leading up from the gate ! ! 4 :
WP“TwmﬁW“WMW“TWW%Hﬂhﬁwmxﬁwmuﬁmﬂ”mﬂy
platform of the castle Antonin, an ascent o abou 16 W I ‘ : ¢ the Fpasduttos 49
feventy fect, Borme of the woldiers. This is .""'5 ond ‘!:rh‘«r'»*“‘“;"' o litt) |*‘“: ‘a::i“"'"“‘ “.'::"‘I""‘( ’0":\J"“":I("
doubtedly the recollection of TLuke himself, who rites | 1\\\1‘1“ ,“u{ ‘w‘( f“:‘l‘".ﬂld L iads l\mL-\ mix‘q 0 lm\ﬁ
ae & witness of the scene, and beheld the apostle in the | pure st {" ‘l i AaB S with many 8 ine. Chaldenn, and
“:p""‘r of the <nldi\u|’~‘ ﬂsh;;zhu'h'm'e tl‘i" "ﬂ.""n?r ")";‘l ::‘;y“:f\‘l‘l’l.n:'l;xl' 'l‘xml‘:nlml ‘mi‘ln)\\l'n): ‘l‘ht.‘ ll-xuln‘u "'-.";:l
rantic populace. way with him. ow the thongh' 1€ " b . e S

must have rushed through Panl’s mind that in the same | the common I"‘i‘."“ " j‘lm'hliniv h‘i‘t‘l was probubly not un-
wuy and near the same spot he had aided in the violent | derstood ut thie Romuns by his & e.

geizure and slaying of Stephen ! |

RS-

HOME READINGS. Man may tronble and distress me.
“Twill but drive me 10 thy breast §

|
& Pl assailed. Actd 21, 2740, " Life with trinls ha | may press me,
\

T Perecnt g-‘;:.‘lln‘uiﬂ("lul|:qlfw'-.:“('f,_y-wi1, 16-83. Heaven will bring me sweeter rest.
oy ".\?;:‘:‘,‘:::,‘::‘ ,{';“;;::'iz;,gk.];y}_l' | TIME.—A. D. 58, immediately following the last
" Peter nssailed, Acts 4. 1-12. | lesson
8. Soffering for rizhteousness’ sake. 1 Pet. 8.8-17. | PLACE.—The temple in Jerusalem.
| RULERS.—See Lesson IV.
DOCTRINAL SuaersTION.—God's overrnling providence.

GOLDEN TEXT. !
§am ready not to he hound only, but also to die |
at Jerusalem for the pawme of the Lord Jesus. |
Acts 21. 13. R i QUESTIONS FOR SEAIOR STUDENTS,
LESSON HYMN. 8, 7. 1. An Uproar, L 27-81.
Who came to the temple about this time ¥

o | What did they do?
Lo-&,“‘,‘f ;",“'fl,dl '}-‘""",“;‘,\"5‘ 1(-:“;(' "“,"' | What charge did they bring againgt Paul ?
o 1‘1(:1':| I‘ll:-:l(r!nf )ll“ll“lSIl;l)lk'i"(“l(‘"l"l('iif‘t‘ me ; {{3;‘“';“‘:‘(‘"‘;“)‘ ';3’ 111: é‘:‘; polluted the templo ?
T hou art not, like man, untrue | “'h:t \\ford“:\'ﬁs J’rﬂnght 10 the chief elphllﬂ

And, while thou shalt smile upon me,

God of wisdom, love. and might, 2. An Arrest, V. 82-%6.

Foes msi e, and friends w shunme; What did the captain do ¢ ver. 32,
What was done to Paunl *

pay h
&how thy face, and all is hrig

Wi
1100
Wh
Wh
Wh

How !

Que

-
22425522,

-~
> S5

«
e zzaTss

==

In

Whe

Asi
1
can
W
me:
A
stre

too
con

flee
the

tw
mn
A

he
ne

r
|
up
(

!

fr




@ heve did the captain order Paul to be taken ¥
How did the pupulace act ¥

2. An Appeal, v. 540

W hiat reguest di sl make
1Tow did the ain reply ¥
Who wus the ptian referved to ¥

W hiat necount did Puul give of himself ¥
What favor did he then ask ¥

Practical Teachings,
How does this lesson illustrate

1. The unreasoning violence of sin ?
2. The advantage of self-control

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. Aa Upronar, v, 27-31.
‘Who raised an uproar agzainst Paul ¢
Where did they find him ?
What did they do to him ?
What general charge was made
What special charge ?
What mistake had they made ¥
What did the people do ¥
Who had news of the uproar ¥
2. An Arrest, v. 32-30.

‘What did the chief eaptain do ¢
effect had this upon the mob ¥
ibe the arrest of Paul.

as he sent to the castle ¥
Whit danger was he in there ¥
What was the ery of the multitude ?
3. An Appeal, v, 3740
To whem did Paul appenl ?
Whit was he asked in reply ¢
For whom did the captain mistuke him ¢
What claim did Paul make ?
How was his request received ?
In what language did be address the people ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

Where, in this lesson, do we sce—
1. The blind zeal of bigoted men ¥
2. The easy mistake of husty jndgment ?
8. God's preserving care over his servants ¥

against him ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
Who saw Paul in the temple? Some Jews from

Asin.

Tow did they feel toward him ¢ So angry that they

oangzht hold of him ayd cried for help.

What did they accuse him of doing aching nll

men against them, their law, and their temple,
What ¢ id they think Paul had done ¥ ‘Taken a

(o the temple, which was forbidden,

What then happened A great mob rushed in,

took held of Paunl, and dragged him out into the

conrt.

What kept him from bein

fleer, with a large hand of

dlled 7 A Roman of-
oldiers, ook nim from

at Qid this chief captain do ¢ Hlad him bound i
cheine, and tried to find out what was the

Not being able to understand. for the noise. what did
he then do? Ordered him taken to the castie
near by,
How did the crowd behave
rush upon him.
Did they get him ¥
up the castie stairs,
On the stairs what did Panl ask the eaptain, inGreek ¥
« Will you let me speak with yon s

W did the captain anpswer? ¢ Can you speak

v They made anolher

No, for the soldiers carried him

1 did he think he was ¢ A troublesome man

Paul then s
he captwn willing ¥

Vi Ktodo? Speak tothe people.
Wias t Yew, if the woh would
listen,

What did Paul do? Made a sign with his hand for
them to he «ilent,

Did they heed him ? Soon they became quiet,
and Paul spoke to them in thelr own tongue.

Waords with Litile Peeple.

Ouly think how many things Jesus snfl
bis owa dear children, that you might be

1 for you,
saved, Paul
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¢ what he was willing to do
ure you willing todoor hear ¥

tells us in the GOLDEN
for his dear name.  Whi

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

What did the Jews which were of Asia do when
v suw Paul in the temple ¥ They laid hands on

Aid these Jews do?  Called on the

with Paul when
y went about

elp.

. What did the people intend doing
v him out of the temple ¥ ** 1
"

they
to Wil .

5. Who rescued Paul from the people?
captain,

3. What did Paul ask of the chief captuin ¥

The chief

ufler

me 1o speak uuto the people,

TEXTS 1

Morning Text

Evening Texl. ..oooovviiinsnns svavannnes

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
Percecutors and Persecuted,
& PEgrsecurors,
. % This is the man.” v. 28,
“ Reproach you.. t ont your name.” Luke 6.22.
+ Reviled not again." 1 Pet. 2. 23,
9. Falsifying. * Brought Greeks.” v. 3.

“ Falsely accuse your good couv ersation.” 1 Pet.
3. 16,
« Allmanner of evil. ... falsely." Matt. 5. 11.
8. Murderous, ** 7o kill Lim 31

« Delivered unto death for Jesus' suke,” 2 Cor, 2.11.
“ For thy sake we ure killed." Rom, 8. 36.
. Ignorant, * Cried one thing. . another. v. 4.
“"Phey know not what they do." Luke 23. 34.
“Phrough ignorance ye did it.” Acts 3. 17,
Tue PERSECUTED.
Law-abiding. * 77e seven days.” v. 27
* Asunder the law.” 1 Cor. 9. 20.
or the Gospel's sake.” 1 Cor. 9.28.
Worshiping, * In the temple.” v. .
“T cume to bring offerings.” Acts 2417,
“I bow my knees.”” Eph. 3. 14
Calm, May I speak.” v. 37.
In your patience possess... .soul.” Luke 21,10,
“We glory in tribulations also,” Rom. 5.3,
4. Conrageous. ** Spake wnto them. v. 40,
T will not fear. ... man shall do.” Teb. 13. 16.
“Fear not, hittle flock.” Luke 12. 32.

-

2

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PLOPLE.
The Cheistian in Trouble.
1. A Christian may fall into tronble, even though he
may be a troe Christian, and even because he is 8
Christian.

2. Trouble may come to n Christian from the hate of
men who do not believe in the Saviour. V. a.

3. The Christian in his trouble raay be called npon
to face charges which are entively faise, or which con-
tain half-truths more injnrious than open falsehoods,
v. 28,

4.
who knows how to protect him when men are
him. v. 21

8. The Christinn in trouble may be calm and cour-
ageons. for lie knows that he is in the hands of a mighty
defender. v. 3710,

I'he Christian in trenble i« under the eye of God,
ngainst
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English Teacher’s Notes. | Why was he not surprised ? Our Lord when he
Even since Paul had begun to pn-uch the Gospel wius on .cnrlh had given his l!'lf»’\"lllh‘s warning o'
he had been persceuted by his uwn country men. these things, Matl. x, 225 xxiv, 95 John xv, 21.
At Damaseus, he had been let down the wull by

nig . u basket, in order to escape them.

Special and individual warning had also been given
I g [
On his to Paul himself (Acts ix, 16), and, as we have lutely
e e seen, he had gone forward on his course in distinet
first visit to the disciples ut Jerusalem he had been ' L +
£ s & understanding of what he might meet with, He
sent hurriedly out of the city because the Jews had . = . "
s . t LTt gt went forward, a8 we have before ne sticed (April 22,
laid wait for him. At Antioch, in Pisidia, they had &
. 4 pr 1883), as o standard-bearer, well knowing that the
opposed him ; at Iconium, they had threatened to " s &
\ ) . 3 fiercest shafts of the enemy would be aimed at him.
gtone himj at Lystra, they had actually carried out o
¢ ud Rk & 3 How was he prepared? The standard which he
the stoning, from wl ich he had been miraculously f A
- . % Y | bore did for him what no earthly banner could do.
restored § at Thessalonica, the same enmity had pur- | m , A ’ .
2 4 al « The name of the Lord is a strong tower ; the riglit-
sued him, and again at Berea, and at ( orinth. At * X t
5 y Y + AU gous runneth into it and is safe (Prov. xviii, 10)
Ephesus, they had once more sought to spoil his =i . ook ) Soee
work. He knew well enough by this time what he safe in the midst of danger, kept in * perfect peact,
had (‘,, expeet from them :\Acr 'y\\‘lwre as 8 people preserved from all real harm,  As the goldier trusted
™ (,m‘."l“ oltios (un:nin m} thay! A4 u:\ u}'u-l.n in his armor, so did David of old trust in ¢ the name
Bl " ni 4 y of the Lord ”* (1 Sam. xvii, 45) and found that the
minority of the population, they had not always | ?
been uble to carry out their evil designs. But in . i ke
Jerusalem they might count upon the symputhy of | W /':" made him ."""”‘g, The “;'"h of "“."
nnmbers, especially when so many were gathered "““"‘“" :‘\"““lﬂ saw in the luf\\ lesson but one, this
together from all parts o keep the feast.  The Jews ‘l‘“ sor ™ Banner d.rc\\ ‘h"" ever caward, even,
were great travelers, and it is not improbable that | ¥ :‘“"J were, to ‘l‘jm“ ielf. 3
those * from Asia,” mentioned in this passage, had The .'““J“"‘ may he applied in this WY It is not
crossed the apostle’s path in more than one place. every lnll.m\'x-r of lh.\-, L<»|"d Jc;~'us who ix called upon
They may even have followed him for the purpose o bear his name, m‘:“ Paul, into the hottest of }he
of dealing a blow whenever they wight find occasion. fight. But ‘f‘”l" this banner may lead to .~§|l|'el|.ng
And when at Jength they came across him in the and danger, it must lead to conflict and self-denial.
temple, they thought their time had arrived. We Every youth and every girl who bears this name
know that even the Christian Jews had been p j should be ready for what that bearing involves. A
diced against Paul j the charge thercfore of teaching Christian “.h" cannot \.mml a little ridicule, & little
wyll men every-where aguinst the temple and the | coldness, ""“ﬂ" opposition, hus forgotten his calling.
law.” and further of bringing ¢ Greeks into the If he loses his temper or is overcome with distress
) ging ! : A % 4
temple” to pollute it, would find ready credence at these (lllll;..’“, it I.".d.('ﬂl‘ that he is not bearing the
among the multitude. In & moment Paul was in hanner steadily, for it is a shelter tothose who earry
the hands of an infuriated mob, who threatened to it. 1fit Nht‘hc&:ll Paul wh(zn bound \\l('ll chuins s
tear him to picces a malefactor, with a multitude clamoring for his
But they were not to have tholr own way. Ina | death, can it not shelter you when an acquaint-
short l'nntt: the R'nnmn goldlicrs are on the >&:«-;1(' A g l“?mh" 85 you, oF & fricnd looks coldly on you,
chain is placed round each of Paul’s wrists, and he or  neighbor tries to thwart and injure you? And
is. rli‘ : am tho steps of the ‘,' rtr. e s iff Paul was *ready » ¢ 4o be bound ? and “to die
carriec ¢ steps 0] RS vhich over- . o
looks the (c]nl]lllc un:] The hrnl\lm‘c\' of Agabus is for the name of the Lord Jesus,” ought not you to
. A Al 6t pondy ! ive o’ " vy b L
P o some sacrifice, to e
desperate Egy ptian rebel who had onee before raised | (o 1o to 'I;th some trouble '.‘)r' \l) o
a tumult.  There is none to speak for him, Suffer- uru'mu: BimnY i i
ing is before him, and it may he death. | ! o=y

Lest preparation against danger.

When we remember the foeling which had led :
Panl to Jerusalem, the pure regard and love that he |
had for his countrymen, and lis carnest desire todo”  Hints for (he Teachers' Meeting and the Class.

them good 'R"."f' ix, 1, ”'..‘ 13 D) dtowould Roeth Draw a diagram of the temple, showing the Court of
hard and surprmn.u that this should have been the the Gentiles, the Court of the Women (and in it the
outeome of his visits that e who deserved so well | ite's room), and the Castle of Antonia....Show
of his nation shonld have met with shameful and | what Paul was doing when seized by the Jews....The
cruel treatment from them and on their aecount, | rcuau\luni....'|'lm‘nl'l'ehl by the Roman officer....
But the point to be observed in the lesson is the one  Paul's request.... Explain Jews o Asia; Greeks: chigf
indicated in the Golden Text. Paul was not suc- captaing castle; Eqyptian ; no_mean city i Hebrew
Pl‘i*t‘(‘, not alarmed, not disappointed, but “ ready tongue . .. 8ee lh.v 'l“luul(.;m«d. for \'nulng People.... The
not to he bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem Analytical and Biblical Outline containg nl&u)e nf. teach
for the name of the Lord.” fle expected all this to | sl for oider puplle... ASIFEMETRC ; f"n i

< " posed conduct reminds of John Knox, who w hen asked
come upon Jim, though he knew not hv-.\\' orin what | jrpe was not afraid to meet Mary, Queen of Scots, an-
form it was to come; he was prepared for it, he was | gwered, ** T have looked into the faces of muny angry
willing to undergo it. men without fear, and shall @ lady's pleasant face

Berean Methods.
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affright me #"... .John Wesley, when iu the hands of &
mob, was thres ened with being thrown into the river.
He was perfectly cool, and afterward said, ** My only
fear wag that some papers in my pocket might be in-
jured if I should be thrown into the water.”....Atan-
Gther time, quite like Paul, he diss med by an uddress
the rage of 4 mob that had come to kill him.,

References, Freeman, Ver. 28 Gentiles excluded
from the temple, 704, Ver. 31: The Roman cohort, 725.
Ver. 33 : Prisoners chained, 831,

Primary and Intermediate.

BY M. V. M,

Lessox Tuovent. The Lord's Side. Where did we
leave Paul ¥ In the temple, trying to please and sutisfy
the Jews, not for his own sake, but for Jesus® suke,
Show that Panl sacrificed his own feelings, and that we
may do us he didin many little ways. What we do for
Jesus® sake will not be forgotten by him.

; - ” Ask what we saw at theend of
the straight road lust Sunday.
Yes, the cross was there. Paul
went right on in this way, even
when he knew there was trouble
\ead, und so must we. Chil-
dren geet with trials in their
efforts to please Jesus, but the
straight way is the only safe way.

Paul had to stay in the temple seven days, but this did
not sati=fy the wicked Jews, Some wse came from
Asia who had known Paul there. They went about
among #e people, saying that this was a bad man who
talked ngainst t temple, and that now he had tuken
a Gentile into the holy place, which was against the law.
This was not true, but the pe ople thought it was, and
they ¢ od Paul out of the temple, and were getting
ready to kill him, Picture the crowd of angry, excited
men, Paul standing alone in the midst of them. Divide
the blackboard into two parts Ask whose side Paul was
on. Murk one side ** God,” the other, ** Sutan Muke
a good many marks to stand for the angry Jews on
Satun's side. Make one mark to stand for Paal on
God's side. Must Paul then stand alone ¥ The Chris.
tians were his friends, but they could not help him now.
atan has more on hisside than are on God's side.

Tell of the great tower near the temple where a thou-
sand Roman soldiers lodged. The captain heard the
noise, and ran with many soldiers to the place where

! out of the temple. The templ

they were beating Paul,  Muke marks to st id for sol- |

diers on the side where Paul is. Tell how the captain
bound Paul, and took him to the tower for safety ; also
how he let him speak to the people from the tower
steps.  Show how safe Paul was all the fime, and make
lesson-<ymbol, to show how he could preach Jesus,
even when bound with chains, God never forgets those
who obey him.
Lesson Word-Pictures,

There are Jews from Asia who have come into the
temple. They are looking among the gathered throng.
“Who is that man ahead ?* they are asking. *Is he

here to discharge some vow ? Ah, itishe ! "—how their

eyes flash and tones rpen !—** that fanatic, that dis-
turber of the peace that we saw at home in Asia! Ah,
and have we not scen him with a Gentile in the street,
and has he bronght the unclean Greek into the holy
temple #*' They cannot stifle their wrath, They ex-
citedly eall to those about them. Can you not hear
their fancied outeries ¢ “Look ! That pestilent fellow,
the viper, the traitor, we know him! And he has
brought a leper, a swine, a corpse, a Gentile into this

Vor. XVIL—2*

sacred place!™ The news spreads. 1 .2 t‘y-ucmcnl
rages from man to man like fire. There - a rush made
for Paul. Ileisseized, shoved, kicked, pounded, dragged
gates are closed. The
crowd increases. All the city is aroused. The whirl-
wind has taken posesssion of Jerusalem. The streets
are black with people frantic with n holy horror. Lep-
rosy in the house of God could not be worse. Gentiles
defiling the sacred courts! It is a wild, rushing,
shouting mob., And before it ull, like u straw upon a
torrent, the apostle is driven. But ho! who ure these
With ranks closed up, with fiem, steady

coming ¥

| step, with hard, eruel weapons, with faces more terri-

ble than their swords, down tramp the stulwart
Roman soldiers.  On they come, firm, silent, resistless,
The rioters look up. They ceuse benting Vaul. They
break before the soldiers, they seatter, und the apostle
is left to the Romans. * Bind him !* ghouts the chief
captain. A double chain clunks about his bruised and
aching liwbe, “*Who is he ¥ What has he done #"
asks the commander. It is a babel of sound as the
Jews try to tell him, Close up there ! March ! Onto
the custle, tramp the grim soldiers, with weapons that
threaten and faces that frown. The rvioters press
eugerly after them, The blasphemer s Leen snatched
from their holy hands, On atter the soldiers ! Iurder,
quicker press! As the castle steps ave v lied, the
mob reaches out ngain its bloody Lands, The chained
prisoner is lifted and borne up the steps by the soldiers.
How the people £hout, rage, hoot. clamor. ™ Away with
him!*  And he, the prisoner, is speaking to the chiel
captain, Can the prisoner speak Gree k ¢ the officer is
asking. Is he not rather that Exyptian, that madman,
rioter, rebel, leanding into the wilderness four thousand
murderers who press upon his bloody heels ¥ No, no.
Look at the man behind the dust and bloot and ragged
clothes. Let Paal of Tarsus speak. And now he has
turned to the people. He beckons to the rabble with
his hands. Hush! All, every body listen, down on the
stairs, out into the mob below ! Hush, he is going to
speak ! Excitedly, contemptuously, the mob strain their
ears to listen, while he in the tongue of their fatlere
land attempts to speak,  As if he could tulk down the
whirlwind !

Binckhonrd,
BY J. B, PHIPPS, EsSQ.

THE

FRST O~
T

oY | BE BOUND,

g PAUL R0 | DiE.

ExpraNaTioN. The most prominent feature in the
illustration are the words, ** For Jesus' sake.” 1f you
use colored chalk, make these words light blue and
white, or blue and red ; the g of yellow. The theine
of the blackboard is Paul’s readiness to wufler for Je-
sus suke, Speak of this first step in the long journey
that Paul must now take, which will end at Rome in
years of captivity and death. To-day we only con~ider
the firet step, but in succeeding les<ons we will follow
the record of trinl and suffering for the sake of Jesus.
Jesus suffered for my sake,

What have I done for Jesuw' sake ?
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A.D. 58]

Acts 22, [ Comanid to memory verses 12-16.]

1 Men, brethren, and fathers,
hear ye my defense which I maks
now unto you.

2 (And when they heard that he
spake in the Te'brew tongue to
lRem, the{ kept the more ¥ lenee ©
and he saith,)

3 1 am verily aman which am &
Jew, born in rarsus, @ cily in Ci-
li*ci-a, yet brought up in this eity
at the feet of Gu-ma’li-el, and taught according to the
perfect manner of the law of the futhers, and was zeal-
ous toward God, us ye ull ere this day.

4 And I persecuted this Wiy unto the death, binding
and delivering into prisons both men and women.

5 As nlso the high- riest doth bear me witness, and |
all the estate of the elders: from whom alxo 1 received
Jetters unto the brethren. and went lo Du-mas‘cus, to
bring them which were there bound unto e-ru’sa-lem, |
for to be punished. ” |

6 And \l came to pass, that, as I made my journey, |
and was come nigh unto Du-mas’eus about noon, sud-
denly there shoue from heaven & great light round
about me.

7 And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice say- |
ing unto me, Saul, Saul, why purncrutui\, thou me ?

8 And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he
gaid unto me, I am Jefsus of Naz/a-rveth, whom thou |
persecutest. |

9 And they that were with me saw indeed the light,
and were 1id 3 but they heard not the voice of him |
that spuke to me.

10 And 1 said, What shall T do, Lord? And the Lord |

|

LESSON VII. PAUL'S DEFENSE.

[Feb, 15.

said unto me, Arise, and go into Da-mas‘eus § and there
it shall be told thee of all things which are uppointed
fur thee to do.

11 And when I could not sce for the glory of that
light, being led by the hand of them that were withme,

ame into Dusmas’eus.

12 And one An‘a-ni‘as, a devout man according to the
l{a’i'\\'. having @ good report of all the Jews W hich dwelt

ere,

13 Came wnto me, and stood, and said unto me,
Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the sume hour 1
looked up upon him.

14 And he said, The Giod of our fathers hath chosen
thee, that thou ehouldest know his will, and see that
Just One, und shouldest hear the voice of hig mouth.

15 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what
thou hast seen und heard.

16 And now why tarriest thou ¥ arise, and be bap-
tized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of
the Lord.

17 And it came to pass, that, when 1 was come ogain
to Je-ru’sa-lem, even W lile 1 prayed in the temple, 1
was in a trance §

18 And saw him saying unto me, Muke haste, and get

| thee quickly out of Je-ru'sa-lem : for they will not re-

ceive thy testimony concerning me.
10 And I said, [ ord, they know that I imprisoned
and beat in every synagogue them that believed on
thee :
20 And when the blood of thy martyr Ste'phen was
shed, 1 also wus standing by, and consenting unto his
death, and kept the rniment of them that slew him.

21 And he said unto rae, Depart : for T will send thee
far hence unto the Gen'tiles.

General Btatement.

‘We are to imagine o scene of peenlinr interc <t tho |
tessellated pavement of the Gentiles' conrt in the tem-
ple, thronged with an anzry © owd, in which we seo
standing, priests and Levites, Jewish worshipers, and
the wob of the city. On the northern side frowns the
wall of the castle of Antonin, and between templo
court and castle wall vises n wide stai s of stone,
ing at least fifty feet. Upon thi

act mass of Roman coldiers, with their ronnd helme
of many lands, and the
carved their way to empire over
the world. Inthe cent 3 y stands i man
who, despite his torn garments, hair m itted by the
hands of the mob, and the hlow which he h eceived,
gomehow bears the stamp of greatness<.
ing the throng, ¢ nd they who @ mome nt ago were cry-
ing out for his death are now silent, with upturned
faces. listening to his words, The Roman legionaties
are stolid and uninterested, for the speech is in a for-
eign lunguage which they do not understand, But the

| he became a disciple, and follo

throng below stand hushed as they hear the aceents of
their own holy tongue. Paul tells the story of his own
conversion, dwelling especially upon thosg aspeets
which would touch the symputhies of his |

reverently listen to the mention of t
groeat teacher maliel, und the voice from heaven, 2
miracle in which every Jew wis bound to believe. e
shows them that W hat they were he had been, as de-
votedly attached to the law, a8 bitterly opposed to the

| Gospel. He Jends their mind on that journey from Je-
| rusalem to Damascus. The

with him see the hght
flashing from the midday s they hear, through him,
the voice of the Son of od, Cavefnlly he leads their
thoughts onward from the honr when from a persccutor

{ of **the Way," to
that other hour, three years afterward, when in that
very house whose shadow wis over them, the tem le of
God, he heard anew the voice of Christ calling him to
preuach to the Gentiles.

Explanatory and Practical Notes.

Verse 1. Men, brethren, and fathers. This wasthe |
usual form in opening an among theJews ; and |
it shows the complete se possession of the apostie in
that trying moment. Hear ye my defense. Paul's
defense of his conduct in turning from Judaism to
Christiunity is the effective one of telling his own per- |
sonal experience of salvation, (1) The best evidence of
the Christian religion i thal of Christian erp yience.
@) Fven the humblest disciple can tell the story of his
translation from darkness to light. i

2. When they heard. The accents of the holy
tongue fell like music on their ears, and they were the
more ginmvmi to listen when they found, almost to their
surprise, that the man they hated was a Jew like them-
gelves. ‘The Hlebrew tongue, The Jews at this
period epoke n Tebrew unlike that of the Old Test:
ment, a language even then known only to theirschol

A ie, or Syro-Cl

tood G
1 hey kept the more

appealed to their sym-

e wis o skillful stroke |

on the apostie’s part.

3. 1 am verily, The Rev. Ver, has “T am a Jew,”

t, This statement wonld al<o tend
shearers.  BorninTarsus,
in in A<in Minor, and ve-
ry culture. Brought

| privilege. At the feet. Thept

| expounders of the law Mis instrue

up. The word means “pourished,” or * nursed,” but
here refers to mental education, or schooling, In this
eity, In this holy city, W hich was accounted u special
sin n Jewish school
of their instruetor.
iel, who died only a
lered the greatest of all the
ms were a gnar-
n_n!m-ol' orthodoxy. Tanght according to the pers
feet mauner, Rev “the striet manner ;" e
eding to the most | views of obedience to the
Zealons toward God, A zealot in God's
canse,” implying the most intenge spirit of loyalty. e
does not sy that e had beld the truth, but that he had
and earnest in his opinions, Ax ye all
are. Thix was more than A compliment to win their
favor. It brought back to aul’s thonght the memory
of just such u seene of perse ttion in that very place,
when he had been a leader in the murderous attack.
(’ili\ God may Jorgive onr gins, but we can never Jorget
Lo

fe

st on the floor around the
maliel, The Rubban G
few

years before, was col

4, | persecuted.  Sec the acconnt in Acts 8, 1-4.
While as yet Christianity had no definite

nof as ** the Way." nd-

v und the

name it
ing and delivel . e 1 W

apostle, for the first time in his histor foreibly re-
minded him of the fetters which his ow hand_had
fastened in other days upon innocent disciples, Bot
men and women, Notonly meu. but gentle aud pure:
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- \
hearted women, had been treated like eriminals of the |
Jowest class, (&) Bigetry binds the eyes and hardens
the heart.

5. The high-priest. The high-prieet of that day
Ananias, but Puul probably refers to Theophilus,
\o was in office at the time of the early persecution.
w still living, and may have been present. Extate of
the elders. The Sanhedrin, or Jewish council, many
of whom were still in office, through twenly years had

assed. Pnul had & double purpose in this opening,
to win the nttention of his henrers by showing that his
own zeal had been like theirs, and thus to make all
the more emphatic the story of hig conversion, which
he is now * sout to relate, Letters unto the brathren.
There was a close relution ~'uh-minfzhul\\‘een the Jews
in different countries, and the high-priest held a/
mensure of authority over his people even in foreign |
Jands, Them which were there. The bellevers in |
Jesus, muny of whom had fled from the persecution at |
Jernsalem,” Mo be punished, The murder of Stephen |
and the scaurgings in the synagogues show what treat-
ment they were fikely to receive.

6. Made my journey. Tequiring about a week, a8
it was over one uncred und thirty mileg. Nigh unto
Damaseus. The traditional slace of this event is
ehown, in sight of the city. Ahout noon. In the light
of midday. !510\\ing that the manifestation Wi no de-
Jusion. There shome. This wis the glory surround- |
ing the ascended Saviour, who then appeared to Saul, |
and was seen as well as beard.

7. 1fell, Overcome by the sudden manifestation ut'l
the divine glory, and the terrible conscionsness of his |
own guilt, Heard a voiee. That this was a real voice |
fs shown by the fact thut it spoke in the Hebrew
tongue, and that Saul's compunions heard the sound, but
not the words, for the message Was to him nlone, Acts
9. 7: %6. 14, ul, Baul. (5) God's call is always in
dividual, to each man, and nol to men in general. Why
persecutest thou me Chirist in glory so completc Iy
identifies himself with his people on the earth thit he
feels their sufferings. (6) ur Head in hewven beholds
and sympalhizes with his Churcl in all its members.

®. Who art thou, Lord. At that hour it was the
voice of a stranger. but from that hour the voice of a

iend. 1 am Jesos of Nazareth. Our Lord in
heaven does not call himself the Son of God, but is|
known by his eurthly name nnd remembers  his
enrthly home. (0) Does this give usa hint of our knowl-
edge and recollection of the ewrtily state heveafter?
Who u persecnt All this would be listened
to with the most breathl nterest by a compuny of
Jews, for the bath-kol, or voice from heaven, wils ret
nized by them us a possibility und believed in as an ex-
perience.

9. They that were with me, Tn the necount of
this event in Acts 9. 7, there is an apparent diserepancy
with this statement, which, however, 18 eaBily ex-
t\luin(-nl They heard a sound, and suw a sudden flash
yut conld distinguish neithor the w ords nor the form.
Him that spake to me. \We are not 1o suppose that
this eame upon Saul without any mental propavati
For months he had been resisting conviction, stru
against his conse , battling vainly with Stephen's
arguments, snd trying to forget his giorified fce. On
any other view it is not easy to aceount for the words.
W1t is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” |

w
wi

Acts 0. 4.
10. What shall § do, Sanl was by nature prompt
to resolve and to art, and never was a better solution

taken than thie, (%) Zeach
your scholurs! 'The
Paul reiterates the

spoke to him on that
every conversion there
Christ makes men his«

e, urge Sanl's dec
1 waid. Before his enemies
stion that it was th Lovd who
v, 0t shall be told thee. [n
% a human instrumentality, for
workers in salvation. () Let
ws no! fail to embrace 0 wicilege and do our work in
showeding men the way of faith.

11. 1 conld net see, Suul alone was blinded, be-
canse he nlone had felt the sudden shock of divine
power ipon the weak human frame. 0y Our earthiy
bodies ave but il adapled o endure heavenly glovies,
Led by the hand.  Their physical eyes were open,
bt their spiritual eyes were clo 1. 80 that it was the |
blind lending the Llind. (11) Which blindnéss would
yon choose, theirs or Sanl’s? Came inte Damascus,
He had started as the haughty and merciless ruler ; he
reached his zoal the humble suppliant.

12, One Ananias. It was by a lowly buf godly man
that the blinded seeker was led tolight, ~ A devout man
according *o the law. Paul, speaking to Jews, doex

not fail to mention the churacter and reputation of
Ananins a8 a Jew, that be wis faithful to the Jewish
observances, and held in regurd by liis peoj le,. Having
a good rep We see here, and from the uccount in
Acts 9, what the character of a worker for Christ
<houtdbe. 1.) Upright ; 2.) Ofgood reputation ; 3.) Liv-
ing in fellowship wﬂh! e H]\h# 3 4.) Quick to obey the
eall to duty.

13. Brother Sanl. fe suw “ the brother'" even in
the man who had been a bitter enemy. Receive thy
wight, The words were spoken with fuith in God's
power, and at Christ’s command ; and they were hon-
ored by an instant result. 1 looked np. " The bodily
miracle was u picture of the more wonderful change
wrought within Saul's natare, tri neforming his char-
acter, views, aims, snd affections, and opening his
gpiritunl eyes to new truth,
he Lord God of our fathers. Apother appeal
to Jewish thought, which would tend to hold the sym-
pathies of his hearers tath chosen thee, Rev, Ver,
* Hath appointed It means that God had previously
appointed Paul for his great work ; an appointment,
however, which wqulr«'(hhe free ncceptunce of Paul's
will to render it complete. mee that Just One. From
thie, and from other expresgions, we may b r that
Saul nctnally sew as well as heard Jesus. Shouldest
pear. This personal eall of Christ's living voice was
essential to Paul's apostleship, for onl? those who had
‘epen the Lord,” und had been chosen by him, could be
apostles, 1 Cor. 9. 13 Gal. 1. 1. The original
apostles uppointed no successors in the Church,

15. His witness. Thetwelve had been called to be-
come withesses of desus (Acts 1. 8), and now this re-
cent persecutor is nceredited to a luce nmong them.
Unto nll men. Jews and Gentiles alike, though Paul
skillfully avoids naming the ltter for the present. 'We
can understand his reason, wi nult ex-
cited by the mention of s Gentiles ™ 1, Vers.
91,22, Seen and heard. In those two words lie the
power of Christinn experience and Christian testimony.
(12 Let every believer in Christ bear witness to all men of
what he has seen and heard, and the world will be speed-
ily converted.

16. Why tarriest thou? Now that his sins were
fo and his enll was reveuled, there wis no reason
for delny,  (18) Every converted person should unite with
the Churel as soom_as possible Be baprized, As the
outward token of union with the body of believers.
Wash away thy sins. ot that rinsare washed away
by baptism. hut by the acceptance of God's grace, of
w hich baptism is the outw ard token, ( ng on the
name, It was this prayer to Christ which would in-
voke the clennsing blood nnd wash nway his £ins.

17. Itea (o pass. In his rapidrecital of personal
experienc aul here s over un interval of three
years. e ngain to Jerusalem, This is the vieit
veferred to in Acts 9. 26 though this event is not
there reluted. Prayed in the temple, Thus he showed
to his heay all zealous for Judaism, that after his
conversion he did not forget Jerusulem, nov lose interest
in the temple, nor neglect the public worship. I was
in a tranece, This is a state in which the body is held
in suspenge, while the spirit receives revelation from

on high et in this aecount is to show that
it was b ¢ ecommand, received in the tem-
ple. that ho preached the Gospel to the Gentiles.

aw hi Another manifestation of Christ, No
reed now for Saultoask, ** Whoart thou, | ord +" Get

left the
peremptory

T

thee g v Ite had not williy
the temple, but ¢ in obedience to
mand to enter upon other work, 'They will not re-
ceive thy tesiimany “Perhiaps this refers to the dis-
trust of the Jewish ( hristians, as well as to the rejec
tion of the unbelicving Jews,

19, 20, Lord, they know. Pan! thonght that his
former opposition to the Gospel wonid make him all
the more powerful in its beh or he may have wished
to undo the evil he had wrong nong the Jews, Thy
martyr, Rev. Ver, *thy witness,”"  Mariyr is
Greek word, meaning witness, but it wag early nsed by
the Church with special reference to those who bore

i to Christ by dying for his cause. Kept the
raiment. Took chavge of the garments thrown off by
the men who, ns witnesses, cast the first stones on the
maurtyr.

Depart.  The command is reite ated. Far

He was yet 1o wait in quiet years before the
way should be opéned for this distunt mission. Yo the
Gentiles, Step by step he has led his hearers up to
this word, but when it breaks upon them they are still
no more, for- the name itself aronsed wll their intoler-
ance and their
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HOME READINGS.
M. Paul's defense. Acts 2. 1-21.
Tu. Paul's narrow escupe. Acts 22, 22-30.
v, The Hebrew apostle. Phil. 3, 1-14.
Th. Saul't celigions zeal, Acts 7. 54-00; 8. 1-4.
F. Saul's conviction. Acts 9. 1-9.
S, Saul's conversion Acts 9. 10-22.
§. The Gentiles included. Acts 13, 44-52.

GOLDEN TEXT.
And 1 said, What shall [ do, Lord 1 Acts 2. 10.

LESSON HYMN. C. M.

There is a tountun tiled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel's veins §

And sinners, plunged bet 1th that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

E'er since, by fuith, I saw the stream,
Thy flowing wounds supply,

Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till T die.

Then in a nobler, sweeter SOng,
1'1l ging thy power to save,

When this poor lisping, stammering tongue
Lies silent in the

TIME.—A. D. 58, immediately following the last !
|

lesson.
PLACE.—Th
Tower of Anton’ t Jerusalem.
RULERS.—See Lesson IV.
DoctriNAL SvceesTioN—The ascended Saviour.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Persecutor, v. 1-5.
'What was Paul’s object in addressing the crowd ?
In wha did he speak ¥ W

unguag Why ¥
What did Paul state concerning his birth and educa-

tion ?
What had been his attitude toward Christianity ¥
Under whose authority had he acted ¥

2. The Penitent, v. 6-16.
'Of what did Paul give an account ?

Locate Damascus, and Paul’s probable route to it

from Jerusalem.
What was the light Paul saw ?
Whither was he directed togo ?
What was done for Paul ut Dumagcus ?
8. The Preacher, v, 17-21.
To whut incident did Paul then allude ?
What direction was given him in the vision ?
Why was he told to leave Jerusalem ¥
How did Paul reply ?
To whom did the Lord say Paul must go?

Practical Teachings,
How does this lesson show—
1. The tendency of sinners to persecute ?
2. The radical change wrought in conversion ¥
a. The unexpected duty ¥ ver. 21

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS, ‘ Morning Texl.. ... ooorvevvsonsasnnrssnenss crsnee ceeen

1. The Persecutor, v, 1-5,
‘What did Paul ask of the people ?
In what langunge did he speak ¥
What did he say of his birth ¥
What of his education ¥
What was the character of his teacher ? Acts 5. 34.
How was Paul taught ¥
How did he show his zeal ?
Whom did he persecute ¥
By what authority ¥

2. The Penitent, v. 6-16.
What happened to him while journeying ?
Who appeared to him ¥
What questions did Paul ask ?
What command was given him ?
What calamity fell upon him ¥
B;' whom was his sight restoved ?
What revelation did Ananins make ?
What did he bid Paul do ¥

stairs leading from the temple to the

| 8. The Preacher, v. 17-21.

‘Where did Paul go to from Damascus ?

Whom did he see in a vision ¥

What charge wus given him ¥

What objection did Paul offer ?

W hat commission did he receive ¥

Teachings of the Lesson.

Where, in this lesson, are we taught—1. That & man
may be zealous in a wrong cause ¥ 2. That God over-
rules the designs of the wicked ¢ 3. That obedience to
| the heavenly call brings light und peace ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
What did Paul tell the people ? ‘I'hat he had been
born and brought up a Jew. [in many ways.
How had he treated Christiuns ? Persecuted them
Where did he go to bring them to Jerusalem to be
punished ¢ To Damascus.
On the way there, about noon, what happened ¢ A
light, brighter than the sun, shone on hix path, and
11 to the earth blind.
i did he hear? A yoice which said, « Saul,
test thon me ™
as the voice of the Lord, what
.DEN TEXT.]
Go to Damascus and

Sau!

When he knew
did he ask ¥ [Repe:

What did the Lord ans
some one there will tell thee.

After being blind, and not tasting food for three days,
who came to him 7~ A good man named Ananins,

As Aunanias laid his hands upon Paul, what did he
receive ¥ His wight, and the gift of the Holy spirit.

What did he tell him 1o dot Be baptized, sin no
eh the Gospel,

Some time after, where did he go ? To Jerusalem.

While jing in the temple, what did the Lord tell
him ¥ To go quickly out of Jerusalem,

Where did he send him ¥ Far away to preach to
the Gentiles,

What did the crowd do while Paal was
They listened until he said the word Gentiles,

Wiat did they do then ¢ ‘Fhey eried out, ** Away
with him, he is not fit 1o live A

Words with Little People.
| The old heart is u little xlave of Satan, taking his or-
. ders and doing what he wishes, The new heart is a lit-
ervant of Christ, listening to his voice and doing
his will. O Ahow happy snd blessed it is to have a new
Jeart! 1f you have not made the exchange, do it TO-
DAY. e hath said, ** A new heart also will 1 give you."

ll THE LESSON CATECHISM,

\ [For the entire school.]

| 1. Why did the people pay the more attention to
|

[

|

ing ¥

| t

Paul's speech ¥ Because he spake in the Hebrew
tongue,

2. What happened to Paul on his way to Damascus ?
A great light shone round about hi

3. What did the voice say to Paul? “Saul, saul,
secutest thou me?”
Vhat did Paul say when the voice made itself
« What shall T do, Lord 1"
of Dumascus, suy to Paul?

Evening Texlis.ooeoeerennss sonsnsonsnne TN -
e e———————

i ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTI
‘ Stages in Paul's Experience.
|
|

1. Ax Unconscrovs SINNER. .
Taught....thelaw. .. .z algus. v. 35

« A Hebrew of the Hebrews," Phil. 3. 4-0.
“1f ye were blind....no sin.” John 9. 41,
1. A CoxvicTep SEEKER.
| Great light ... .heard a voice. ¥. 6-9.
“ Woe is me, for I am undone.” 1sa.6.5
“The king heard....remt his clothes," 2 Kings
2.1

1.
figh!
then
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111, A SuBMissIVE SEEKER. hand of Him whose servant the apostle ix, and who
What shall I ¢2, Lord ? v. 10, 11. can turn the heart of ruler aud people as he will,
« Let us return unto the Lord.” Hosea 6. 1. We should naturally expeet a prisoner who sud-
"SuEnulz yourselves....to God." James 4. 7. denly found himself in the position of Puul to turn
1V. A Savep BF-I".E"";"‘ . it, it possible, to his own advantage. A definite
1 looked up wpon him. v. 13. | churge has been brought against him, and he has

« Justified by faith. ...peace with God.” Rom. 5. 1. e v o "
« By grace are ye saved." Eph. 2. 8. now the opportunity of meeting it, and of declaring
V.A (";NyERF|N4) CHRISTIAN, ihin innocence, Hemight speak ol'l]{c circumstances

Arise, and be baptized. v. 16. | of his visit to Jerusulem, his desire to keep, 08

« Forthwith....arose and was baptized." Acts9.18. | before, the yearly feast (chap. 18, 21), and of the

«Confess me before men." Matt. 10. 32. ;nn'vring which he had brought to his countrymen §
V1. Ax Eansest WORKER. | he might narrate how he had taken charge of the
Send thee. ...unto the Gentiles. v. 21. | four men who had made the vow, and had borne the

« Straightway he preached Christ.” Acts 10. 20. | expenses connected with the matter. Ho might dis-
« Witnessi . reat."” P N s o et
Witnessing both to small and great.” Acts 2. | prova the accusation of having brought foreigners

0, 8. | into the temple, and show the falsity of the ideathat
lhu taught men to disregard the law. But he does
THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. | nothing of the kind, That he must give some &e-

count of himself is plain, if he is to catch the ear of
| the excited multitude, butthe opportunity is too pre-
fighting against God and duty, even while they believe | cious to be squandered in mere self-defense, Never
themselves sincere in their unbelief. v. 1-5. before has he addressed such a Jewish audience.
2. The first step in the way of fon is for the | And he must speak to them of Jesus, the Messiah so
sinner to be awakened to a knowledge of his true state  long pl'Oluiscd, the Saviour, and the Lord,
and his need. v. 6, 7. | 8o he begins by referring to his carlier days
3. The honest young man, \‘vht‘-n he finds that he is l.n | and his earlier doings, so well known to all. And
the wrong, turns ut once to Christ, and submits to his s 3
will, v. 811, ‘thun he rvllntcs the great event which had utterly
4. There may be a time of deep anguish, of mental irlmngcd'lnzx llfv“ulhl .hm] turned S:\ul,Alhc proud,
persecuting Pharisee, into Paul, the prisoner, He
iluul seen Jesus who was crucified, seen him as the

The Salvation of a sinner,
1. Many people are what Suul of Tarsus was, sinners

darkness, of sorrow, before the light of salvation dawns

upon a soul, v. 11,
5. There is always a Christian to help by his coun- | Risen One. And in the course of the narrative

gels, and guide to the way of salyation, as Ananius ! he testifies of the risen Jesus,
helped Saul. v. 12-16. 1) 4 “ . )
3 ) As the Lord. * The Lord said unto me.
6. When a soul is converted thoroughly, there is a l \'f-r )10 llllu c:n:fw;c* that to (Jt‘*ll; of Nazareth
clear and certain experience of it. Saul more than | "' " " e i 2
hoped. he Liew, that he had passed from death to life. | his allegiance is due, and that he has given that al-
legianee whole-heartedly and unreservedly. What

v. 13, |
7. The first duty of every one who has been con- [ shall T do, Lord?” had been his question, und his

verted is to unite with the Church by baptism, and let “ way henceforth had been reguluted by the answer.
the world know that he is a follower of Jesus. v. 16. (2.) As the " Just One.’  This was an appellation

8. Every one who has been saved by Jesus should ‘ understood to mean the Messiah, or Christ. “ My
become a worker for him. . 17-21. king cometh unto thee; he is just, and having
salvation,” had been foretold by the prophet Zecha~
rinh; David’s prophecy of the king had specially

Ir is not often that a prisoner bound with chains """“" his J‘f‘m\'c, (I,Tl" 7l2.‘ % & l'(t‘..).,ﬂllﬂll Ly ?\‘L]e
gets the opportunity of addressing a large audience, “l]““v‘ l"']“"' ":,m':]) ‘.h:]lmlm I:r \l‘chcruc\ L]d nm;n;‘c‘n.
and the seene which meets us to-day is in every y;“:‘_‘)“ by Puter and by Btephon. Glnp: 0x 593
respeet a remarkable one. We have to take our “' o
gtand in thought below the Roman fortress of An-

Knglish Teacher’s Notes.

(8.) As the sender of a message of peace to the

tonin, which, rising at the north-west corner of thc‘ @entiles. This lso had been foretold by Zech-

temple area, commands the whole inclosure, The lﬂl‘il\'l of 'h.“ .k'\mz who was to come. chp. 9. 10.

steep flight of steps by which it is reached ix guarded ‘{Thc commission to Paul, *1 “""'-“U"d thee far _"0“(‘0

by soldiers, and at the top stands Paul the prisoner, ““"’l the Gentiles,”” was the fulfillment of that
prop ecy.

with the Roman captain Lysias at his side. The

arca below i6 filled with an excited and angry mul- Yet it is this last testimony which exasperutes the
titude. Yet the erowd who but a few moments | multitude, so that they hear no more. ¢ They gave
before had nearly torn the prisoner in picces are him mnlie.ncc unto '.h'}n word.” The identification
listening in silence to his words, and the Roman | of Jesus with the Messiah they had heard in silence.
guards are quietly waiting while he speaks.  What The reference to Stephen’s martyrdom they had al-
has procured for Paul this privilege? The chicf lowed to pass. But that from Jerusalem a message
eaptain has evidently been favorably impressed by ‘1’4"’“1‘] go forth to .“"3 Gcmilcs,.this they cannot
his prisoner’s demeanor, and the erowd below have endure, Paul has increased their enmity by his

speech, but he has testified of Christ.

been charmed by the accents of the Hebrew tongue.
But in all this we cannot but see the over-ruling Our Golden Text suzgests the lesson to be drawn

S e
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words | fuith, which is simple beliel in his word. Read (donot
yepeat merely), ™ Lo, I am with you alw ' To be

from wll this, 1f we may suiil up ina f
the answer o Puul's qum\'\nn,“\Vlun shall 1 do,
Lord 1" we shall best doit in the words of Ananins:

taught : 1.) That the heart before it is changed is dark
and sinful. 2. That the new heurt sees and hears Je-

“ shal » his wi <8 an.? AS | 9
Thou shalt be his witness unto sil 1aen a8 sus. 8.)That the new heart is ready to work 1o Jesus.,

Christ’s witness Paul spoke, therefore Chirist wus |
fir<t in his speceh. |
There are, of course, many Ways of witnessing for
Christ, but 1 think the special point to be noticed in
the witness of speech. |
ny for sone sturtling |
” |

1. Cutb a heart from black pa-
per, and pin it to the board.
Tell that this is like the heart
before God's light shines into it
Paul's heart was durk with sin
and self-love. e used to hate
and persccute those who loved
Jesus, binding them w ith chains,
. . [ S ka8 and throwing them into prison.
comes the fu\,s\vvr.‘.\\'nmk -!n.- Me, The Christian | Now he was bound with chaius, and was 8 prisoner.
boy and the Christian girl ure too often heard | \yere the hearts of these angry Jews black ¥ Teach
speaking for self—trying to be brilliant, amosing, | that every heart is dark with sin until Jesus shines up-
popular, to pleuse oth to guin favor and ad= | on i1, and that he wants to shine upon every heart. A
\':\nmnvm——mnl thus losing precious u|»plnrtun'n,ius \ child's heart may be dark, but Jesus will shine into it

|
|
\
|

connection with this lusson
There is sueh & thing us 1o
command in answer to the * What shull 1 d¢
Such & command may never come; but to ail there

which might be used for Christ, Tet cach one if he will a&k him. : ‘
soek to speak of him as Paul #poke: 2, Tell Paul's errand to Damascus. Who speaks in

As the Lord, who rules thar daily lifes uﬁd.n‘k l‘u-;u‘l ¢ Yes, Satan, ]Al,e ne\ef tells u; to do
A5 the * Just One » the desived ki.nu who aatisfics kind, loving deeds, to speak kind, hf\mg words. He
e J & alwpys sends us out on evil work. Satan sent Paul to
their hearts: | Damascus. Does he ever «end children to do naughty
As the Risen One, who bade his disciples “ueointo | things ¢ But Jesus met lim on the way. Ile often
all the world, and preach the Gospel to every | meets us as we are going in evil ways. When Jesus
spoke to Paul, Paul listened. Do we? Panl saw the
light that shone upon nim. The light was Jesus. Sing
one verse, ** The light of the world is Jesus.” The
light shines for us, too ; the voice speaks 1o US. Do
we look and listen ¥
8. Complete the lesson symbol, and show that when
light comes into # room it not only drives out the durk-
ness, but light shines out from the room. The win-
Berean Methodse dows and doors which let it in, let it out also. Now
2 . Paul's heart wasg full of light, it begun to shine for
Hintu for the Teachers Meeting and the Class. others. If we let Jesug, the light, into our hearts, he
Draw a diagram, showing the temple, the Court of ‘ will shine ont, and we <hall be his witnesses, as Paul
the Gentiles, the Tower of Antoria, and the place of X
Paul in this Jesson....Compare the three acconnts of
Paul's conversion, and nojice the differences, not o ' Blackboard.
present themn in the clugs, but to beready for questions. |
...Show, as in the Analytical and Biblicul Outline, the
six stages in Paul's experience an illustration of the
process of salvation. ... Or, take up three divisions, and
work them up from this lesson und the parallel ae-
counts. 1. The Traits of a Sinner: 1, A moral man 3
2. An opposer of Christ; 3. Unconscious of his condi-
tion. 1L The Traits of a Gecker: 1. Awakened; 2
Inquiring: 3. Obedient; 4. Earnest: 5 Persevering.
[I1. The Traits of a Christi 1. Confessing Christ §
2. Working for Christ; 3 Communing with Christ §
4, Obedient to Christ.

creature.”

Our own purticuiar surroundings are too apt to
monopolize speoch a3 well ns thonght. But it we
would speak for Christ, let w remember that his
kingdom is world=wide, and * his tender mercies
arv over all Lis works."  Psa. 145, 9.

BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

References, FrepMmax. Ver 3 : Position of teach-
er and scholar, 852, Ver. 5 : The Sanhedrin, 718, Ver.
19: Discipline of the synagogue, 656. Ver. 20: The
outer garment, 205,

Direerions. Make the sentence ** The Voice of Je-
gus™ quite prominent, with bright, colored chalk,
Yellow, shaded with red, or white and blue, or green

Jesus the Light. and yellow, will make good combinations. The lower
Recull the prisoner Paul, bound | part of a cross is rcproicnled at one side of the board.
. standing on the castle stairs speaking | When the review is ended, ask the question, *Has my
to the angry Jews below. Ask children who they think | hea changed ' What shall be written on this cross,
he would talk about. Who was Paul's best Friend ? | Yes, or No? Paul heard the voice of Jesus, He be-
Who stood by his side now as he talked? Could the lieved and repented. He aid more ; he forsook “all
Jews see him ? With what eyesconld Panl see him ¢ | for Christ; " he gave up “qll for Christ.” This was
Teach that if we are Jesus’ disciples he stands Ly us at | his life after conversion, and #o will all the symbols for
all times, and that we may always see him by the eye of | this quurter read—ALL FOR CHRIST !

Primary and Intermediate,

BY M. V. M.
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Lesson Word-Pictures,

—

We see the mob pressing e arly up to the
strong walls, There are the staivs on which Paul is
standing as he anxiously beckons to the mob and be-
geeches an andience. Between him and his haffed
irawn o grim line of Reman
somebody is saying. ** He speaks to us in
Away out to the edge of that as-

lw sides like a wave dying

When he speaks, his listeners

soldi

onr own

semblase

asit rolls up the shore.
bend forward, str
They listen more sym} \hetically
Lie is going hack over his previous life. e
a persecutor on hig way to Damns-
uditors that strange
in the

jsadew.
js a higot, a zealot
cus. He now paints before hi
highway scene. A band of pilgrims, they see
hot, dusty voad, and then comes that sharp glare of
light saddenly bursting upon the travelers,  They
we the prostiate persecator and his tervified com-
snions. Kho7 bear the conveveation with that strange
One—with whom ? The hated Jesus of Nazareth !
There is an ominous mutter down in the mob. But

.SCHOOL BANNER.

o7
The once proud
eyes

Paul goes on and paints his picture.
persecutor is NOW abjectly. stumbling  on, bis
blinded, his hands stre (ehed out for anothes's guiding
He i in Damascus at last, standing betore one who
gives him sight, and he is baptized. At Jerusalem
nest, in the stiliness of the hour of prayer, he hears a
sending him away from the holy vity.

mysterious voice
el ¥ He that

He, the persecutor, g0 forth with the Gosy
consented to the blood of Stephien—but whit is the mat
ter ¥ Why does one mun clineh his fist, another shake
his bend, & third mutter, and many threaten with angry
looks and gestures, And when he repeats those words,
+ Depart, for T will send thee far hence unto the G

God's people,

tiles,” what stiv there is then ! They,
uaworthy, and God's message Lo be taken to the un-
clean Gentiles! The insolent rvenegade! They will

not listen. Like n breaker zathering v iolence as it rolls
in from the sea, like the thunder crashing louder and
louder as it sweeps through the clouds, rises and swells
and roars the wrath of the people. way with such
a fellow from the th 1 they are madly shouting,
The whirlwind is again let loose in Jerusulem,

LESSON VIII. PAVL B

1-11. [Commit to memory verses 1.]
"—“ 1 And Paul, earnestly beholding

the couneil, said, Men and brethren,
I have lived in all good conscience
before God until this day.

2 And the high-priest An‘a-n
commanded them that stood by hi
to smite him on mouth,

3Tk 1 Panl unto him, €
thou whited v

mit

thee,

shall »
for =i

1 commande

jn aft
ne to be smitten contrary to

b Mo

the law

the law

4 And they

t Y

«aid Panl, T wist not, brethren. th

the high-priest : for it is written, Thon shait not
evil of the ruler of thy people

6 But when Panl perceive d that the one part were

Sadnin-cees and the ot he cried out in

the council, Men and brethren,

that stood by suid, Revilest thou God's

avement of the temple conrt list-
ing from the stair
entiles,” Then thei
They screamed ont en
\in attempt to reach at the
cer in command had not und
word of his prisoner’s speceh, for it was in the Hebrew
tongue, but he concluded that onc whom they all so de-
termined to slay must have been guilty of some
i 1Te ordered him to be taken into the
d until he should confess hi< evime
were stripping off' Lis_clothe
them that he v
tors with alarm, for
, or even to biud, a fre

The throng on the
ened quietly to Paul sp
used the hated we {
burst forth anew.
up dust in the
The Roman o

and seon
» sold

quietly informed
Thiz news filled his
trary to law to strik

= con-

citizen

Verse §. Barnestly beholding, Tt was the first time

Sanhedrin, compo d
the hereditary chief
lenders
ing body
son to de:
Panl we ot
for an inquiry,

f the el or f

1t was the sup

<. hut conld not o
Le Roman

r the seri
the Jew
jont consent of' t
it hefore it not

and perhaps * the chief captain ™" Lysia

FOVErnOT

w o a formal trial, but

EFORE THE COUNCIL. [Feh, 22
son of u Phari-see : of the hope and resurrection of the
dead I am ealled in question.

7 And when he had so said, there

between the Phat’i-sees and the Sad’duscees

multitude was divided.

8 [lor the Sad’du-rees say that there is no resurre
tion. neither angel, nor spiric @ but the Phur’i-sees con-
fess both.

9 And there arose o

arose u dissension
1 and the

aveat cry : and the scribes that
of the Ph’i-sees’ part arose, and strove
We find no evil in this man : but if pirit o
hath spoken to him, let us not fight againgt God.
there arose a great dissension, the chief
»aul shonld have been pulled in
wled the soldiers to go down,
1to bring

vieces of them,
and to take him by force from among them, anc
hira into the ¢ e.

11 And the night following the Lord stood by him,
and said, Be of good cheer, Panl ¢ for as thou hast tes-
tified of me in Je-ru’sa-lem, so must thou bear witness
also at Rome,

General Statement.

a eell for safe-keeping
3 commanding sum-
sws to meet and in-

without trial, Te was placed in
until the morning, Then the colong
moned the supreme couneil of the «
form him what the charges wer weainst this man, at
once a hated Jew and a free-horn citizen of the empire,
What a meeting that must have been when Paul found
himself standing where twenty vears before he had be-
1d Stephien with the shining fee, in presence of the
Sanhedrit lesson relates the events
of the da iifieds opening, the insultinz in-
terruption of the high-pr 'the taet of the apostie,
which perhaps saved Jife until the Roman soldiery
conld again come 10 T d his precions com-
munion with his Master in his lonely prison, \\‘hi‘h
doubly repaid him for the trinls of the day.

Explanntory and Practical Notes.

said,
1 himself a member of the

As Panl was not

the meeting.
D

presided over

that Panl had met with the comneli sinee that eventful | on trinl. ¢ ¥ havi
v when he had listened to Stephen’s address and | body, he did not wait for accusation, hut at once hegan
1in his slanghter, Standing in their presen L he | his addy Men and brethren, This was the cus-
looked carnestly inon the semicivele of face:, of which | fomury form of opening an address amon: 1
not a fow w imitine,  The couneil. The Jewish | | have lived Literally. * T have been o citi
o the liends of thep 1y order. referring to social life in gene il
i 5t}

ression

fally
commonwe
conseien
s | among them a persecy

them that the
| conscience,

pointing to his i in
1th, having God

1Te remembers the time when
nd he would impress upon
he was striving to follow his

I
od. (1) We should obey con-

tizenship

n and
Betore Go
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science, but also seek divine lght upon conscience. | the less & Pharisee in his doctrines because he

(@) Conscience dues not telb what is right, but bids us do | Christian, The son of & Pharisee. v

what we believe {0 be right. | son of Pharisees,” that is, belonging to a Pharisaic
He refers to the great hope of

i

‘he = o - ’ ineage. Of the hop

'2- 1|h‘ Iml‘hl-l‘r'h “'l {\' l“‘ }“q‘l:i; “r“‘ el Mf-‘f]c‘dt hie people, the appearance of the promised Messiah.
s Whu Bt "1 “”| n"”:‘ AR '3 ,“ ‘f','.“':‘ ol And resurrection of the dead, A pvrmnlm-n\(lm-m“c
a8 ‘l‘._U“_"_ b A "4'".:.‘3 '.'Nll“:m llld\l":; l;-L,l(lﬂ |; l“~ of the Pharisees, which in Paul’s mind received abso-
under accusation for CEHE ™ ably | jute proof in the resurrection of Jesus, 1 am called
he was not in the president = seat, but spoke out from | jy question. He may have referred to Christ's appear-
"“‘l_’lf“'l‘(‘ Lo _l“‘ .":l”-'"“ r“"‘,“.“,“:l"fl:::“_" he ":;:I"“"'“l::"::::";) ances to him on the way to Damascus and in the temple,
over i oman citizen. 10 . A | upon the veality of which depended, in hig mind, the
This was a V jolation of justice, even | aul were there | wyole doetrine of the resurrection 1
for trial 3 but it showed that the spirit of persecution 4
is ‘lllc sume it :'!”.‘:IF.P\‘. Ivhch:ml um;.l iniulnf‘lhc‘ 7. There arose o dissension.  The assembly at
noblest men of .u.vunlln).. was #0 treated DY the bru- | once broke into its tWo Jarties, which hated each other
O Lord Jeftreys, in the reiin of C harles 11 @) We | as bitterly as both mated Paul, The Pharisees for the
should treat all men a8 innocent until they are proved | moment were inclined to think that the apostle might
guilty. really have seen the vision of which he had spoken,

3. Then sald Pau Paul’s words were not quite while the Sadducees considered him a deceiver and an
right, judged by the ndard of his Saviour's example, | enemy. The multitude was divided. That is, the
y:l they need not be criticized severely, for almost any | body of the council, consisting generally of seventy-
man of his quick and fiery nuture, unc er sudden wrong two members, Lesides other officials and attendants,
and insult, would feel the same temptation.

(@) We can all of whom now joined in the w rangle.
learn a lesson of walchfulness over our

wgHues, even
from the Jailing of an apostle. God shall

e

=3

ite thee, 8. The Sadducees say. This is not intended to give
X rebuke which seems prophetic when we read that even a summary of the doctrine of either party, except
five years later Anunias Wi dragged out of his hiding upon the points of the future life and r]n\_nlu.\l exist-
place in a common cewer, and slain, Thou whited | €nces. The Sadducees held that the spirit censed to
Nall. The white linen of the priestly garments hid o | €xiet with the body. hence that there could be no resur
foul and murderous heart. Sittest thou to judge. rection. Neither n gel. They believed that the
The judge must not be a y:miﬂm and especinlly must gelic appenrances numed in the Old tament W ere
Dot give way 1o anger. Sut in all ages the Jews had manifestation® of the divine glory. ‘ither spirit.
been a turbulent people, and they were e secially £0 at As separate from _(hc body. The ¥ haris confess
that time.  Within @ Tew years their t nple and city both, They believed in an invisible world, and in the
were both bloody With the murderous strife of purties. resurrection and fina) judgment, But for their carnal
() There is a possible demon i every heart ; let us keep conception of Christs kingdom. they would reudily
him ever under walehful care. have received Jesus ae the Messiah,

4 They that stood by. embers of the council, or 9. A great cry. Each side asserting its doctrine
its officers, who were indignant at languagt which |V ciferously. while the Roman officer looked on in won-
seemed to them impious. Revilest thou God’s highe | der. The weribes. The members of the Sanbedrin
priest. The high-priest was the head of Judaism \wre]-(-pnl:lrl_\ known as seribes, though some of them
throughout the world, and tothe people the representi- | Were priests.  Strove. Literally, fought. There wis a
tive of God himeelf ; hence was always treated with hand-to-hand conflict in the council chamber between
great reverence. the two parties, one striving to kill the stle, the

- 9 other to defend him. We find no evil, s in the

5. 1 wist not. This appears to mean that Paul in party admitting what they would never have
the excitement of the moment had forgotten whom he  declared upon grounds of justi o spirit or an
wug addressing 1d now desired to apologize for his angel. While not asserting the resurrection of desus
hasty words. ot it is entirely possible that in i they are ready to admit that his ghost may lave up-
crowded assembly he may not have noticed who had | peqred to Paul. Let us not fight against God. This
chouted out ** Strike him on the m'nmh! or he may  clyuse is not in the best manuseripts, and is omitted
not even have known the high-priest's name. waving  from the Rev, Ver., where the previous sentence Fenils,
been long absent from the city. At 18 written. By And what if a epirit huth spoken to him, or an
these words he <howed at once the inborn courte y of 190 :
his nature, and his re Wy knowledee of the law
he was aceused of violating. ‘Fhou shalt not speak 10. The chiefl captain. Clauding Lysi
evil. Already, in Rom. 13, Panl had written of the in command of the Tower of Antonia
relation of the ‘Christian to the Sta .showing that gov- Prul. He was responsible for the safety of Paul as a
ernment is divinely ordered. and ils‘nmw'r- shonld be  Romun citizen, and took instant measures to secure it
held in reverence. (6) A noble man is net » ashamed (0 Commanded the woldiers. He may have been present,
confess and apologize for nis error. (7)) We should honor | and cent up to the castle for a larger guard : or he may
the affice of a ruler, even when we must despise the man | \ave received word of the struggle from the officer in
who oceupies it charge of Paul. Int. the castle. The Towerof An-

6. When Panl pereeived. His purpose had been . tonia, overlooking (he temple on its northern side.

prese calm and strs ahtforward defense of his 5 )
:(r)m‘drnec:f" |‘l‘l‘|r‘il.-ltiuln.lrl|l he had seen that his hearers | 11+ The night following. At the close of the day,
were in no mood to listen to him candidly 3 and now ag he lay alone in his dungeon. i the reaction that fol-
he determines anddenly ypon a bold stroke which may | lows intense mental strain, Paul may have been dis-
gave his life, One part were wadducees. The Sad- couraged, and needed the rm'n‘h»rnnu revelation that he
ducees were the agnostics of their day. skeptical in WA in the path of duty. The Lord stood by him.
their views of the Old Testament, liber 1 in their ten- Without doubt ina visible form, now well-known (o
encies, and worldly in their lives. They held most of | the apostle. | (8) One glance at Jesus: juce U ill compen-
he offices in the Chureh and the State, though they sate for a lifetime of suffering. He of good cheer.
were less numerous and less pupulur than the rival o

e needed this assurance, for his coming had heen
gect. The other Pharisees, These were @ party against the advice of his best friends, and he may have
which had gradually grown up among the thoughtful | felt doubtful whether i€ conduct had been wise and
Jews, having for its objects the etrict fidelity to the | what was to be the issne. (9 The yi'mlwl saints, an
law, and the separation of the Jews from all other peo- John the Baptist, and @ Paul, hate passed
ples. They surrounded the precepts of Moses with ex- seriences of doubt and depression. wiifie
plnnmhuh" and amplifieations, applying them to the of m

¢ in Jerusalem. Thig was the Lord's indorsement
minute details of life. Believing in the O1d Testament | of his conduet since hehad been in the city. which must
they were more easily ed to belief in the Gospel than hs

1 been of great comfort to the apostle, Also at
were the Sadducees. He cried out. This was & skill- Rome. 1le knew, then, that despite all hig present
ful plan of the apostle. ghowing rare nresenc«-or mind, danger, with only a prison wall between him and
and readiness to adapt himself to cireumstances. We | death, he was seeure, _Am] in \he‘um'r months and
do not sce in it the slightest hypoerizy nor deceit, 1 years. through his imprisonment at Cesarea, and in the
am a Pharisee. fle had been & Pharisce in his Elorm on the Mt'dllorrlm'ln.he Iill||.(‘,h(-'r|sl\('&l the hope
views, helieving in the inspiration of the Ol Testa- which this vision guve him. (9) * So may one crumb of
ment, the coming of the Messinh, the reality of a divine grace and help be multiplied to feed five thousand
spiritual W orld, and the life to come. Andhe wus none wants."—Alford.
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HOME READI

M. Panl before the council
iy, Christ beaten. John 18, 19-2
1ducees’ doctrine.

S, Pure religic ame:

8, Cheerfulne neoura
GOLDEN TEXT. |
And the night following the Lord stood by him, |
and said, Be of good cheer, Paul. Acts23. 11 |

LESSON HYMN. L. M. 6/ |

¢ 1 my God's I am:
an forbids my fear {
\me ;

Peace, doubting near
Who formed 1

The Lord hath ealled me by my
The Lord protects, forever r

His bloo for me did once atone,

And still he loves and guards his own.

Still nigh me, O my Saviour, stand,

And guard in fierce temptation's hour §

Hide in the hollow of thy hand ;

Show forth in me thy saving power

till be thy arms my gure defense,

Nor earth, nor hell, shull pluck me thence.
ME.—In the spring of A. D. 58, on the day after
the events of the lust lesson.

PLACE.—The hall of the Sanhedrin, in Jerusalem.

RULERS, Lesson IV.

CONNE NG LINK.—Paul's mention of the Gen
tiles in his speech aronsed so great an excitement, that
W&, the Roman officer in command of Jerusalem,
ed him to be taken into the Tower of Antonia.

juhts as a Roman citizen saved him from
On the next day he was brought be-
fore the supreme council of the Jews.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.— The resurrection of the dead.

QUESTIONS FOR SEVIOR STUD
1. A Brave Rebuke, v. 1
Before whom was Paul tuken the next day ?
With what declaration did Paul begin his defense ¥
What did the | gh-priest command to be done ¥

What reply did Panl make ¥
Of what did th around accuse Paul ¥
What was swer ¥

2. A Great Dissension, v. 6-10.
Into what two parties was the council divided ?
What did Paul declare himself ¥
What is said of the belief of th ducees ?
Whit was the result of Paul's declaration ¢ ver. 9.
Of what was the chief captuin fearful ?
What command did he give ¥

3. A Divine Friend, v. 11,
Who appeared to the postle that night ¥ |
For what purpose did he come ?
Where did he say Paul would preach Jesus ?

Practieal Teaching
How does this lesson teach—
. Fhat respect should be shown to rulers ?
1t zenl may be without love ¥
God never forsakes his own ?

o

\

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS.

1. A Brave Rebuke, v, 1-5.
Before whom did Paul make this address ? |
What were his opening words ?
What order was given by the high-priest ?
How did Paul rebuke him ?

What law did Ananias break ? Lev. 19. 35.

What question did the by-standers ask?
"hat apology did Paul offer ?

sreat Dissension, v. 6-10. ‘

What two parties did Paul recognize in the mob ? i

What did he declare himself to be ?

What doetrine did he announce ¥

What effect had this declaration ?

How did the sects difler ¥

What followed the dispute ?

Who took Paul’s part ?

What was their argument ?

Who interfered in Paul's favor ?

What were his orders ¥

e —————————————

| Joving words to cheer us When we

« We find no evil in this man.”

Friend, v. 11,
it had Paul ¥
1s of comfort diil he YHring ¥
anl still to render ?

‘Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson ure we tanght—
1. Ihwywl for rulers ¥
2. Boldness for the truth ¥
3. Safety in true service ¥

QUE ONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS®

What did the chief captain do the next day?
Brought Paul before the council of the Jews,
What did Paul tell them ¥ That he had tried to do
just right all his life until now,
What did the high-priest tell one of the attendants to
o7 * Strike on the mouth.”
What answer did Puul make ¥ “ God will smite
you, you whited wall”

Had the judge any right to order this done ? No: he
| should have listened until Paul was through
speaking.

Was it right for Paul to speak 80 to God's high-
priest ¢ 1t was not right, but Pauwl did not know
who he was.

What did Paul say when he
known, brethren, that he
Ll d not have spoken so.
t did he say God's word said ahont it ¥
shalt not speak of the ruler of thy people.

Did all the men of the council believe the s:n Wy ¢
No; one party were ealled Sadducees, an believed
God wml'd not raise the dead,

What did the Pharisees’ party believey That the
dead shall be raised.

What did Panl say which showed which he believed ?
« § am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee.”

What did this cause ¥ A quarrelin the council,

What did the Pharisees wunt to do? SetPaul free,

When the chief captain saw that the Sadducees were
ready to tear Paul in pie ., what did he do ¥ Sent his
soldiers again to take him to the eastle.

In what way did God comfort Paul, and strengthen
his faith ¥ [IRepeat the GOLDEN TEXT.]

Words with Little People.
Paul's life shows us that it is not always
1 t thing to be a Christian 3 but it i« always safe,
an have His strong hand te hold us up, and his
re in trouble.
If you are tryingto serve him, you miy hear his voice
some night when you are tired and think it i< ** d
to be good," saying, ** Be of good cheer, my dear little
child,” and it will rest you, and make you strong aguin.

found out ¢ **1f I Lad
was the highepries:, 1

P
for we

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]
1. What were the Sadducees ? A skeptienl school
of Judaism.
2. What were the Pharisees ?
in Judaism,

3. To which of these parties did Paul belong ? To
the Pharisees,

4. What did the

The orthodox party

Pharisees

ay concerning Paul ?

5. What did the Lord say to Paul the night follow-
inz ¢ **Ie of good cheer.”

TEXT

AT CHURCH.

-

Morning Texbe...ooovvverssasrsensnennees .

Evening Text.

I

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTI
An Apostle’s Example in Trial.

1. Ax¥ ExawrLe 1N RECTITUDE.
In all good conscience. v. 1.
“Void of offense toward God....men " Acts .16,
» The testimony of onr conscience.” 2 Cor. 1. 12




60 SUNDAY-SC

HOOL BANNER.

11, AN ExampLe 1¥ CoURAGE.
God shall smite thee. ... whited wall. v. 3.
 Fear not them. ...kill the body." Matt. 10. 28.
“ Righteous are bold us a lion." Prov. 28. 1.
111, Ax Exaupere 1§y Lovavry.
Thou shalt not speak evil. v. 5.
“ Subject unto the higher powers,” Rom. 13. 1.
“Subject to principalities.” Titus 3. 1.
1V. Ax Exasee iy Tacr
He eried out in the council. ¥.6.
“\Vise us serpents... harmiess as doves.” Matt.
10. i6.
“1n wisdom toward them....without.” Col. 4. 5.
V. AN Examrie 18 Faven,
Hope and resurrection. ...in question. v. 6.
“ In Christ shall all be made alive.” 1 Cor, 15, 2%
1 am the resurrection.”” John 11, 2.
V1. Ax Exasrre 1N COMMUNION,
The Lord stood by him. v. 11.
“ 1 am with you alway." Mats. 38.20.
“ Our fellowship is with....his Son." 1 John L &
VII. Ay Exasrre 15 TESTIMONY.
Hast lestified ¢f me. v. 11
+ 1 continue. ... witnessing." Acts 26, 22
« Straightway he preached Christ.” Acts 9. 20.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
How God Helps his People in Trial.

1. God helps his children in trial by giving them
consciousness of their innocence. v. 1. One can endure
evil if he feels within him the comfort of & clean con-
science.

2. God helps his people by taking from them the fear
of men. v.3. Puul's words to the high-priest were not
the best words to speak, but they certainly showed that
his heart was fearless, and his courage came from God.,

3. God helps his people by giving to them wisdom
and tact in the time of need, so that they may know
what to eay and to do. v. 6-9. Christ promised that the
Spirit would show them what to say in the hour of trial.
Matt. 10, 19.

4. God helps his people by bringing to their aid the
power of earth to deliver them. v. 10. The Roman
officer wae overrnled by an Almighty hand in rescuing
the apostle, for the earth is the Lord's and the fullness
thereof,

5. God helps his people by giving them the presence
of Christ in their trials, v. 11, Paul would not have
exchanged that meeting with his Saviour, though in 2

prison, for the privilege of living in & palace. We may !

praise God for the trials which bring Chrisc nearer
to us.

Tinglish Teacher's Notes.

Ovr last lesson showed us Paul taking advantage
of the opportunity given him by the Roman captain

Lysias to speak, not for himself, but for Christ, thus |
acting in conformity with his question: ¢ What |

shall Tdo, Lord?” In the passage for to-day we
shall find a continuation of the same subject—the
witness of the tongue for Christ.

A first sight it would hardly scem so. Tn those
of Paul’'s words which have been recorded, before

the council, there is no mention of the name of |

Jesus, And a cursory reader might say rather that
he was speaking of himself, and for himself, and

not at all in secordance with 8 specch ou the
previous duy.

But the eircumstances wre very different. The
| multitude guthered at the foot of the castle listencd
to Paul with profound attention, He was able to
tell hisstory und to deliver his testimony for some
time undisturbed.  But in the council it was not so.
This assembly, where we might have oxpected to find
some deeoram, gravity, and dignity, seems to have
been ascene of utter eonfusion and disorder.  Paul’s
first utterance was rudely interrepted.  There wasno
attempt at o fair examination of his ease, nor u fuir
discussion upon its merits, There was no plan, no
unity, in the assembly, And inorder to get a hear-
ing at all Paul was compelled to raise his voice and
make a declaration which he knew would cateh the
car of all and would enlist the sympathy of one part
of his sudience. Instead, therefore, of an address
such as he had delivered the day before, we have
but four nnec d and frag 'y suyings to
look at. Itis a fine sight to soe u sprending tree,
clothed with rich verdure, waving gently in the
breeze. But a sofitary branch with a few fading
leaves upon it will suffice to show which way the
wind blows, And these few disjointed sayings
sufficiently proclaim the moving spring and power
of Paul's life, ** Not I, but Christ liveth in me.”

Tlis intention was, apparently, to give such an ac-
count of himself and the change which had been
wrought in him as he had viven tothe crowd on the
previous day, and as Le afterward gave to King
Agrippa.  Taken alone, his first words appear
slightly egotistical: “1 have lived in all good eon=
science before God unto this duy ;” but comparing
the opening of ‘his previous speech we see at onee
that they were meant to lead on to the nurration of
Cliist’s appearing to him, Christ was his first
thought, and his words were ordered so as to glorify
Christ,

But there was one in the council who could not
bear these first words of Paul. The high-priest
Ananias felt that they conveyed a reflection upon
lis own unprineipled life, and he commanded the
yet unjudged prisoner to be struck on the mouth.
This brought out an indignant retort. But why?
| Not for the injustice done to him personally, (he had
suffered far more than this already !) but because it
was a publie disregard of the law, and that in the
place where the luw should have been most honored,
«@od shall smite thee, thon whited wall: for sit-
test thou to judge me after the law, and commandest
me to be smitten contrary tothe law 2" His speech,
as we know, was prophetie, and Anunias perished
miserably at the hand of an assasin.

Yet it would secm that Paul spoke without know-
ing whom he was addressing, perhaps owing to his
imperfeet sight, This appears to me the miost
probable explanation which has been given of his
next remark : T wist not, brethren, thut he was the
high-priest,” for I cannot imagine this to have been
said fronically. The words that follow imply a dis-
tinet apology for any disrespect unwittingly shown
| to one who held such a sacred office: “I¢ is
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[
written, thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy
people.” The rebuke had been deserved, yet Paul
wus anxious to atone for any thing that suggested |
contempt for the position held by Ananias. Sclf"
imight have prompted him to withhold the apology,
but the law of Christ demanded that it should be
made.  But was there no distinet testimony for
Christ? Yes: for just one word Paul suceeeded in
obtaining a hearing. ¢ Of the hope and resurrection
of the dead I amcalled in question.”  All kuew that
he preached Jesus who wus crucified, and that this |
was the true cause of complaint aguinst him, And
pow he told them what was bound up with the |
name of Jesus, nothing else than that doctrine so
firmly held by the Pharisees, the resurrection of the |
dead. Such a doctrine must stand or fall with the
recognition of the risen Jesus.

"This declaration made the Pharisees’ purty in the
council waver, and brought on ficrce dissension be-
tween them and the Sadducees, and such was the
cxcitement that again Paul had to be removed by
force from the midst of his countrymen. Sad at
heart he no doubt felt, for his witness for Christ
here havl been circuseribed, and there seems every
probability that it would soon be silenced altogether,
But the Lord came to him that mght with the up-
proving word: “Thou hust borne witness of' me
ut Jerusalem 3 and the promise, * Thou shalt also
bear witness at Rome."”

The Lord marks every thing spoken for him.
Many have neither the ability nor the opportunity
to speak mueh, But the youngest and feeblest may |
order their speech in the direction of his will, and
thus, even in common things, bear witness to lim
who is their Saviour and Lord.

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class, i

Deseribe the scene at the close of the last lesson.
Relate the comnecting inci ... Why was
brought before the council f....The Sanhedrin—its
members. place of meeting, powers, etc.. .The earlier
meeting of Paul with the Sanhedrin.
ind Sadducees—their dilferences, ete Paul's conduct
before the council—what he did, and what he showed. |
(See Analytical and Biblical Outline.)....The result of
the meeting Votice, I. Paul's Trials—what were
Consolations—wh

The Pharisees

The Thoughts for Young People may furnish a line of |
teaching for boys and givls....MTow many appear {
of Christ to Paularerelated inthe New Testament #
ILLusTRATIONS,  See in Pilgrim's Progress the account
of Faithful's trial at Vanity Fair....Lyman Beecher, in
public prayer, said. O Lord, we beseech thee to help
ue respect our rnlers, and we especially beseech thee
that they may not continue to act in such a manner that
we may lose respect for them !"....The strifes of men
and nations have often resulted in the advancement of
the Gospel, as the wicked opium-war in China opened
its ports to Christianity 3 the Franco-Prussian war set
free Protestantism in France, and gave it power in Ger-
many, and ‘he English rule in India has given oppor- |
tunity to missions Rutherford in prison, dated his
letters, “ Christ's palace, Aberdeen jail.” “
Whited walls, 572. .
695,

References. Ty
Ver, 6: Pharisees, 6

EMAN, Ve
33 Sadducees,

Primary and hermediate.
BY M. V. M,

Lesson Tuoveur. Jesus the Comforter.

IntRODUCTORY, The children will be eager to know
what became of Paul if the story has been told vividiy.
Tell how angry the dews were when Paul spoke of the
Gentiles, and how they cried out against him. The
captain kept him in the castle all night, and the next
day brought him before the council. Tell of the seventy-
two judges, and the soldiers, all looking upon Paul.
Ask if children think Paul was alone now, Neither the
Jews nor the soldiers were his friends, but God was his
Friend.

PAUL SPEAKING.

Read Paul's first words to the council, and tell whet
followed. Did the judge do right to order thut Paul
should be struck ¢ Did Paul do right to answer as he

| did? Speak of Jesug, who, when reviled, reviled not

again. No, Paul owued that he did wrong. If we
have the spirit of Jesus, we shall be patient and long-
suffering. But when we do speak hastily, we will con-
fess our sin and asgk to be forgiven. Paul went on
spenking 3 he knew there were two ties umong the
judges. Some believed in the resurrection- others did
not. As soon as Paul spoke of the resurrection, the
judges began to quarrel.

SATAN SPEAKING,

Ask if children ever saw people quarreling. ow do
they look ? How do their voices sound ! Show that
only Satan can cause black looks, angry tones, and harsh
words. This is a practieal lesson for the children, and
<hould be dwelt upon. Tell how some of the judges
wanted Paul to be set free, not hecause they knew this
was right, but beciuse they were angry with the other
party. When the captain saw such confusion, he took
Paul away to the castle agnin and locked him up for the

| night. This was safer than to be left among the Jews.

JESUS SPEAKING,

In the stillness of the night
Jesus himself came and spoke to
Paul. He will speak to us if we
are still enough to hear him.
E Read his words. Pnul was in
trouble. Jesus said, *'Be of good
cheer.” Children have trouble
sometimes. Jesas speaks this
word to all who love and obey
him. Paul loved Jesus enough to do as he told him.
Do we? If c0, we may be of good cheer, too, for every
thing will come out right. Could Paul be happy with

THOU
ART MY
DEFENCE|

| chains on his hands ¢ Yes, for Jesus was with him,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

1t is the haughty council that the Roman commander
had summoned. There sits the passionate, prond Ana-
nins. Priests are there. Pharisces with their phylae-
teries are there ; and near them are those old enemies,
the Sadducees, Before all is 11, and around him is
a stern, stubborn wall of Roman soldiers. If that wall
could be broken down, and the Jews be left alone with
Paul for ten minutes ! Withan earnest look at his per-
secutors, with a golemn protestation of his conscientious
purpose, Paul has begun his defense. What was that
interruption ¢ What was the order from the hot-
headed, hard-hearted Ananias? Some one has given
Paul a quick, heavy blow on the mouth, Howithe
apostle’s eyes flash fire as he resents the unjust assault,
and then how ready he is to regret any intemperate
language ! DBut he sces at once that he cannot expect




SUNDAY-

62

fair play.

tenced him without trial. Ile can only hope to divide
an opinion which he cannot destroy. He turns to the
Phurisees, He avows his fuith in a resurrection of the
dead, and declares that he is on trial for it. Buz-z-z-2!
What a babel of discussion broke ont all over the room !
Sadducee is hot against Phar It is a wordy strife
that threatens to become 1 Wi of blows. In the cen-
ter of this maelstrom of debate is the apostle, Have
not some clutched him to pull him one way, while
others would defend, and are drawing him back ?
Hark ! Tramp—tramp—tramp 1 Here they come again,
the hated Romans, with resolute faces, with clanking
weupons. They surround the apostle and bear him
away to the castle. It is night, and it is dark and still
around the Roman fortress. It is dark and still where
Paul, the prisoner, is.
know that a great king is at the castle gates and would
see the despised prisoner? A king, and yet he bears
such strange marks, blood on his brow, blood on his
hands, and blood on his feet ! Does the Roman senti-
nel pacing heavily the stone floor of the castle corridor
see the great king as he strides past him ? Does any
one know that this king has passed all the guards and
got beyond the iron door and gained admittance to
Paul's dungeon ?  Ah, Panl himself knows, and a great
joy is in his heart to see his Lord. What if the great
king tells him that after Jerusalem comes Rome ¥ The
great king will go with Paul.

ee

Blackhonrd,
BY J. B, PHIPPS, ESQ.

NE (OMFos.
\\ \ ’ «/’//

VnoER Hs WINGS
GuaLT THOU Trust

" BE OF GOOD CHEER A

ExpraNaTION, The illustration takes that part of the
lesson where God comforts Paul, and strengthens his
faith. The psalmist frequently referred to the divine
and comfort as being sheltered under his

protection
wings.
and merey. Draw them with white chulk, and make
the words * The Divine Comforter ' in colors, The
words under the wings write in red,

One thing is sure :  God never forsakes his discipie.
If T am tried, I will trust.
If 1 own my Lord,
My Lord will own me.

—

LESSONS FOR MARCH, 1885,
Mancn 1. Paul Sent to Felix. Acts 23, 12
Mancn 8. Paul Before Felix. Acts 24,10
Manen 15, Paul Before Agrippa.
Marcn 22, Paul Vindieated. Acts 26, 14
Marcn 20, First Quarterly Review.

These are judges who have already sen- |

|
|

Does the Roman commander |

| Jewish opposition.
| 1,53
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| celve from the fraternity of his people, affectionate

| X 4 #
On the bourd are represented the wings of love | &reeting and appreciation, ver. 17,

I

Bible Reading Liesson Annlysis.
BY JOHN WILLIAMEON, M.D., D.D.

Acts 21, 15-26

anation of Paul's anxious, yet regretful,

ily reach Jernsalem, vers. 14, 15.

5.9,105

Paul at Jerusalem.

Lesson V.

1. The exj
determit
Acts 20, 165 Lev. 23. 15,
Num. 28. 26-31 ; Exod.

2. 'This was Paul's fifth and finul visit to Jerusalem.
The fuct and purpose of his other visits to the same
city. Acts 9, 23-20 11,803 15. 2-30; 18. 11-22.

3. Paul's Christian heroism shown by doing his duty

at such extraordinary cost. Rom. 15. 30, 31 ; Acts 20,
22-24 ; 20. 383 2 Cor. 11, 28-0 5 2 Tim, 2.9 4. 6-183
1Cor. 4.9; Puil. 1. 12, 13.

4. It was not remarkable that even believing Jews,
in the lingering pride and jealously of their national ec-
clesiastical exclusivencsg, «hould take offense at Paul's
sublime catholicity as 4 Christian evangel Rom.
1.8,153 1 Cor. 1. 4,53 4. 145 Acts 17,12, $15.1,8
5, 10,20, 283 Gal. 2. 14, 16; Acts 18, 13-17; 13. 6-12;5
Gal. 5. 6.

5. How impressively God had wrought among the
Gentiles through Paul's fidelity and lubor, ver. 19.
Rom. 15. 18, 195 1. 14, 16; Gal. 2. 83 2 Col 12.12; 1
Cor.9.23% m. 4. 73 Acts 16, 26-32 3 17, 3 20.

6. Other instances of Paul's experience of intolerant
, 45, 50 5 14. 2. 6515,
5-9, 13 ; 18. 5, 6, 12,135 20. 3,22; 14

223

, 16. 33 17
56,195 2 Tim. 3. 11.

7. Paul’s spirit in this ordeal and in his work in general
was the spirit of his Master. Matt. 16, 213 20. 183
;10,825 Isa. 533 Jobn 4. 34; Luke 2 403
8,203 1 Tim. 1. 16.

8. The craving purpose of Paui’s laberious and sac i-
ficing ministry. Rom. 1.16; Mk 8. 3¢ Tim. 1.
Jer. 23. 205 1 Cor. 1. 18; Murk 16,163 2 Tim. 4. 1,23
Tit. 2. 15 2. 11-13.

9, Paul subordinated his undoubted Jewish partiality
for the Mosuic rituul to the supreme work of saving all
men from gin through faith in Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 9.
20-23; Acts 16. 33 al. 6. 10 ; Rom. 15. 1,3, 8-12, 16-21 §
2 Cor, 11,205 10. Rom. 11. 13, 14,

10. The nature of the vow taken by Paul to attest his
impugned loyalty to Hebrew ceremonialism, Num. 63
Amos 2. 11,123 1 Sam. 1.11; Judges 13.4,5; Luke
1. 153

7. 335 Acts 18, 183 Jer. 35. 6, 8.
Lessons :
1. Weshould discreetly, tenderly visit the Jerusalem
of duty at any apparent personal sacrifice, ver. 5.
2. God's workers dearly relish, and they ought to re-

3. The wisest ecclesinstical as well as personal coun-
«o] should be considered in forming an opinion of duty,
ver. 18

4. "The Christian to glorify Christ should report pub-
licly his evangelistic achievements, ver, 19,

5. Merit, not station, or what you are, not what men
say you are, i noted and recorded in heaven, ver. 19,

6. Those who magnify liturgical observances are
usually valueless evangelistically, ver. 20.

7. How easily a total misconception of the highest
motive is entertained and propagated, ver. 21,

8. Tt is always wise to courteously defer to an innocent
prejudice thata golden principle may remain unharmed,
vers, 23, A,

9. Christianity
but only upon the vi! Wl particulare of
blameless life, ver. 25.

never insists upon ceremonial vanities,
a holy heart and &
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Lesson VI PPaul Assailed. Acts 21, 27-10.

i. These unlovely Jews were of a people especially
peloved of God, and cherished by him, ver. 27, Deut.
4. 973 10, 15, with Rom. 11. 28; Exod. 33. 16; Num.
23.9; Deut. 7.8; 2. 53 Jer. 81.3; Psa. 105, 15 Zech.
2.8
2. God, however, often severely punished his beloved
people for their transgressions. Isa, 03, 3-7§ Rom.

Jer. 11, 103 Matt, 23, ¢ Isa. 1. 4,73
63 Deut, 32. 213 Ezek
3. The state to-day nto which sin has brought these
orites of heaven, Deut. 28. 64 k. 6. 8 ; 36, 1
g ). Luke 21, 24; Hos. 3.4 Matt,
23, 38 ; Jer. 1t
4, God will yet save, and restore to theirown land his
favorite people. s b Isa. 49. 15, 16; Ezek.
P . 14-16; Hos. Zech,
3 Jer. 16, 14
53 Luke 21, 24,

[ ¢ the leading things that Paul did teach,
ver. 28, 4 20, with Rom. 8. 1-18
Rom. 6. 115 13, 10, 15-43, 45, 16, with Rom. 8.

14, 7, with 1 Co h-18, 22, with 2 Cor, 4.

6. At thig time Paul, doubtless, remembered his dis-
tinguished predecessors in the experierce of this initial
or prelimi martyrdom, vers, 30, Acts 6, 9-15,

,81, 57, 603 27 ; Luke 23. 6 ; John
19. 15 ; Psa. 118, 22 Mark 15. 15,
ity through its governors, ver. 32, Luke
2.2 2 5 11, 16; John 18. 81, 19. 105

8. Let it ever be borne in mind that these inflam-

1

Lesson VIL  Paal's Defense,  Acts 22,

1. Instead of being treated thus, Paul as a true minis-
ter of the Lord Jesus was entitled to : 1 Cor. 4.1
4. 143 Mal. 2.7 Heb. 13. 75 Phil Cor, 8.7
Rom. 3 2 Chron. 31. 4

2, We should be impressed and educated by Paul's
dignificd and brotherly way of opening hig public ad-
dresses, ver. 1. 3
20. 18, 19 13, e
10, 14, 25 25. 3 206, 2, 1%, 23.

3. When our fuith is assailed, and, sometimes, when
personal reputation is imperiled, either throt «h misap-
preliension or slanderously. we should in person, and
boldly. defend, ver. 1 Pet, P, 119,46 3 Matt,
10, 18, 19; Acts 5.40 5 2 Cor. 11.% Acts 26. 2, 3: Phil,
2,15 Psa, 116, 10, with 2 Cor. 4. 13,

4. How comforting the reflection that Paul, notwith-
standing all his persecutions, wus e until his work
was done, and so all other Christ
0. 75 . B3 n. 24, 4
50, 20; Isu. 81, 53 63, Acts 17. 265
Exod. 15, 9-11.

5. Observe what must have been the exceptional
churacter of Paul's ecelesiustical preceptorship, or he
would not have referred to it at this time soapprovingly,

. 17, 21, 305 Acts 313 Matt, 6.

7. The civil ruler of Judea ut this time, and its author- |
15 Acts |

mable Jews were by no means inexperienced in tumults |
i

n. 20,13 1 Kings 12, 16; Matt.
35 Acts 14, 55 17, 55 18, H
19.

9. Public teachers of the Pauline severity of precepts
and spirit are not to-duy, with the world, popular, John
16,831 15,19, 21; 2 Tim. 8. 1235 John 17. 145 16, 2 HH

Matt, 10. 21, 0 Luke 21. 12 Acts4.35 b. 18.

10. Paul in all of these laborious services, and per-
sonal exposures of life and heulth for Christ and his
brethren, was only doing his whole duty a8 2 fuithful
minister of the Lord Jesus. Matt, 28. 103 Rom. 1.13
Phil. 1,73 2Cor. 1,103 6. 45 2 Tim. 2. 245 1 Cor. 0. 27;
Gal. 1. 10; 1 Thess, 2. 4; 2 Tin. 2. 3.

Lessons :

acter of the real source of this opposition
to Paul. Matt. 9. 115 23.5: $ 8,03 883
Luke 16.14 ; Matt, 15, 1-6 ; 22.35 ; Mark 12, 28 ; 1 Cor.
1. 20,

7. Notice Paul's way of making his defensive publie
addresses recitals of personal religions experience,
vers, 3-21,  Acts 14, 175 20, 15, 19, ., 1,085 94,
10-21 5 26, 1-19 3 27, 22, 235 28 23, A Jus, 1.3,19;
Rom. b, 3-6.

8. Puul’s education wus abundant at least for self-de-
fense in the lawe of Moses, current Hebrew learning,
and the Greek 1 and literature, Acts & H

| Gal. 3. 243 Acts 26, 55 20,15 15. 35 to 18 1;17. 2

1. Persecutors are always bitterest when they are |

most conscientions, xa.
2. The masses of people are most easily aroused to

violence when their religious faith, or historical tra- |

ditions, in which they each take personal pride, are
assailed.

3. Relizions persecutions rarely appeal to the ealm-
ness and justice of civil law in their behalf, ver. 30.

4. More thun once has military power been niecessary
to control the religiously riotous, ver. 32.

5. Military leaders as a rule have been just and
humane in their use of power, ver. 34.

6. There is always, and naturally, great discordancy
of opinion among & multitude of persecutors, ver. 34,

7. How natural is self-defense, even okatorically,
ver. 37,

8. It is commendable, even religious, to be proud of
a noble citizenship, and it ought to be pleaded when
politically, or even personally, traduced, ver. 30.

9. The power of oratory, under the inepiration of
saperb conscientiousuess, to control, or at least to
quiet, a turbulent mase of rioters, ver. 40.

|

1 Cor. 15. 83 ; Tit. 1. 12.

9. Paul was among the first to encompugs the claim
of Christiunity as a universal and exclusive reli
and hence, unlike some of his fellow-workers he never
sought to Judaize hisconverts, Isu. 11.10} 1:40.65
Luke 2. 325 Rom. 9,10;8.9; 15. 1: 1Cor. 12, 18}
Gal. 8.7, 28 ; Rom. 10, 12,

10, Paul in our lesson rvefers to one of the eleven occa-
sions on which Christ, after his resurrection appeured
to numerous witnesses, ver. . 1 Cor 83 Acts 9. 173
John 20. 18, 19, 24, 26 ; 21, 1: Matt, 28, 9, 16, 17 ; Luke
24, 13-81, 34, 51 ; 1 Cor 1. 6, 7,

Lessons :

1. May we not justly observe in this defense the bold,
courteous, convicting, and persuasive impressiveness of
associated eloquence and conscientiousness in public
address ?

2. The *‘holy " lunguage addressed to the ** holy™

| people in the * holy temple by the *“ unholy  Paul in-

stantly quieted all turbulence, ver. 2.

3. How natural and pardonable it i< toguote a power-
tul citizenship and scholurly tuition ¥ ver. 3.

4. Spiritual eulture is promoted by frequent peniten-
tinl and public confessions of sin,

5. Man is able to identify s such the Supernatural
and so to communicate with him. ver. 8.

6. In presenting the Gospel, as preachers, Sunday-
school teachers, or parente, you must yourself first see
and know in a full experience, ver. 15,

o sv




7. Neither nationaily nor personally will God always |
be gracious to men, ver, 2L |
8 if God could be just and yet pardon such an of-

surely he can pardon you.
some pluces where it is not worth while
and some men W Lo are utterly

fender us Pau

to preach the Gospe 1,
unmoved by its power, ver. 18.

Paul Before the Council. Aets 23.
1-11.

Lesson VI,
1. The supreme pract ieal business of the counell was
to persecute those whose religious convietions were un- |
like its own. Matt. w7, 593 b. 22; Luke 2. 665 Mark
14, 553 15, 13 John 11. Acts 4. 1225 7. 54, 003 22

303 2 20,
@, We may justly study

splendor of Paul’s conscientiousness on
Y

B

to find an explanation of the
this trying oc- |
13, 185 Job 27, |
;1 Pet. 2193

casion, ver. 1.
6; Rom. 3. 195 10, X
3. 16, 213 2 Cor. .12
3. Lot us examine 8¢
jeh-priesthood in general, ver
1 33, 8, 105 Fzek. 44
17-23; Num. 18, 285 Heb, 9. 11-20.

4. Paul under the extreme pI vocation here detailed
did not lose his temper ; but he did join God's prophets,
and spake as they did, ver. 3. Ezek.2. 6; 1 Sam. 153
2 Sam. 123 2 Chron. 3
2 King. 17, 133 2 Chron. 24, 18

5. Paul was too wise and 100 I
but illegal and utterly impracticable issue, and hence
he apol Rom. 13. 1, 251 Pet. 2. 13-173
jecles. 10, 205 2 Pet. 2. 103 Job
)

i, 5 11,
yme information concerning the

7. 8125 10,
. 16, 2; 21, 13,

isties of the two classes into which paul's |
divided theologrically, ver, 6. Matt, 22,233
Luke 20, 1 Cor. 15; Luke 18. 103
203 9.31; 10. 3. {
dducees on the subject of the
on of the body are immaterial.

14; Matt
wa of the
doetrine of the resurrec

does God's word say % Job 1 Isa 20. 193 Heb.
11,55 ; Mark 12,243 John 12,243 1 Cor, 15, 85-44 5

8. May we not regard this great dissension as a special
benevolent providence to rescue Paul, ver. 10, Neh. .
Matt. 303 Gen. 45, 0, 203 Phil. 1.
od. 15, 9-113 2 Sam. 17, 14, 1
0. 0 ntly unlooked-for
gonal and private revelations ¥

g, 14, 151 Acts 9. 3
Gal. 1.1 Gen, 20, 3-7.

10, God is still out with his pe ople to afford them his
{dea of care in all times of personal and national peril.
971 Rom. 8. 28; Amos 3. 63

b-73

and purely per-
od to men, ver.
10, 10-163

2 Sam. 7. 4

Lesson

1. We are at liberty, if indeed we are not in duty
bound, to report publicly our triumplant conscien-
tiousness,

2. Under corresponding provoeation was the great
\ted like his Lord and Saviour, and

apostle unag
example, ve
3. In the |
Christians should ehec Wy acquiesee,
§. Instantly and 1 ently Paul yielded to God's
wise. but exaeting, word, ver. 5.
The most far-secing shrewdness may be innocent
employed 1o 1t from personal danger,

ridence of any administration loyal

o
1y

extric one

ver, G, |

0, Sudde

God's provide

and withont anticipation, the agencies of |

nee are employed, ver. 7.
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| measures,
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| stitute conductor our al

| school,”” by the

I 1t 13 hard to choose

| w@uleet Rongs” is the

| desire as

ER.

reetion of the dead

7. In fact, the doetrine of the r
is a first prineiple of the tiospel. Heb. . | % A

8. How eontemptuously those Roman inbdels must
have regarded this acrimonious secinrian eoutention,
ver. 8.
0. In the glory of sapreme conscientionsuess, oF in
jnnmediate personal appearing, (ol has maore than once
wer and n bereaves-

ment, ver. 11,
enmim P e
At Home.

... From the Rev. J. M. Avann, of Manchester,

N. H., we have reccived o Chureh mavual, an
eluborate, systematic, and  cvery-way admirable
hand-book. We notice that of the fifiy-three pro-

bationers received in that Church as the v sult of
an evangehst's labors, and just

three have been lost; that ther

th ¢ ehange of a

pastor, ouly
been a continual revival during tl
lutely no shrink
that the provisions
instruction of elnldren

year with abso-

, in the probutioners reeeivedy

of the Discipline coneerning

have been carried out, in
or's cluss, Sunduy-school,
8, (. ete., und that the
complete, the elildren’s

children’s classes,
Church Lyceum, “ €. 1
ory is very

nanies being given. Such © manuals” do us good.
... The Baptists of Mussachusetts, always
awulke, have reeently shown their wisdom by two

od o denominational

They have or
r-Rehool As

¢

on, huving for its ob-
feient teaching in Baptist

<. und training teachers,

ite Sund
jeet to promote more
gchools, by hadingi

itu
s their sceretary and in=
Jle and genial nd, Prof.
W. F. Sherwin, a thore ugh Baptist, an 1 a catholie
Christian, who will make the institutes b th ate
tractive in their i and valuable to all who
attend them,  We are informed that Prof. Sherwin
still retains his conne land
Conservatory of Music, and will give a part of his

secu

sion with the New E

| time to that institution.

said by some about the

. For all that may be
trashy quality of the Sunday-school music of to duy,

f better character

o singing-books o
1 in the past, than the two com-
ust been issued by Biglow
Sunday
tor of the widely-used * Belect
N. Peloubet.  The other is
“Hymns of P " edited by Geo, A, Bell and
Hubert P, Main. Both are fur mor tastefully
printed and pound than Sunday
books ivere wont to be in the good old tim
contain the very eream of hyms and tut

fally from the late A
i in

we donbt if tw

were ever publishec
pilations which have
wReleet Songs for the §

and Main.

One is

Notes,” Rev.

F.

¢

ol singing-

amn ¥

all writc nel s b
Bradbury, whe
into favor with & new yeration of young people,
between them, but perl aps the

better book for use in the

coming

com

1 the ay-school § while
might be | referred by

for the Sunday sehool only.
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