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PROCLAMATION,

By His Excellency Ker BaiLuie HaMiLron, Esquirg
K. B. HamiLTON, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
(L. S§,), Island of Newfoundland and its Dependeucies.

HEREAS the General Asgembly of this Island stands Prorogued unatil Monday, the

Fifteenth day of Aungust instant : And whereas I think fit further to Prorogue the

said General Assembly until Monday, the Seventeenth day of October next ensuing: I do

therefore, by this my Proclamation, further Prorogue the said General Assembly until Mon-

day, the Seventeenth day of October next ; of which all persons concerned are required and
commanded to take due notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government House,
at St. John’s, in the aforesaid Island,this Thirteenth
fifth day of .August, One Thousand Eight Hun-
dred and Fifty-three, and ip the Seventeenth Year
of Her Majesty’s Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command,
JAMES CROWDY,

Secretary.



PROCLAMATEFPFON.

By His Exeellency Ker Baicuie Hammron, Esquire,
K. B. Hawmivron. Governor and Commander-in- Chief in and over the
(L. 8S.) Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

"‘ HEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands Prorogued until Monday, the

Seventeenth day of October instant : And whereas I think fit to Prorogue the said
General Assembly until Wednesday, the Thirtieth day of November next ensuing; I do
therefore, by this my Proclamation, further Prorogue the said General Assembly uatil Wed-
pesday, the Thirtieth day of November next: of which all persons concerned are required
and commanded to take due notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government House,
at St. John’s in the aforesaid Island, the Tenth day
of October, One Thousand Eight Hundred and
Fifty-three, and in the Seventeenth Year of Her

Majesty’s Reign,
By His Excellency’s Command,
CHRISTOPHER AYRE,

Acting Secretary.



PROCLAMATION,

* By His Excellency Ker Baivuie HamiiroN, Esquire,
K. B. HamiLrox. Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
(L. 8S,). Island of Newfoundland and its Dependeucies.

HEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands Prorogued until Wednesday, the

Thirtieth day of November instant : And whereas I thiok fit further to Prorogue the
said General Assembly until Tuesday, the Thirty-first day of Januery next ensuing: I do.
therefore, by this my Proclamation, further Prorogue the said General Assembly until Tues-
day, the Thirty-first day of January next, then to meet for the despatch of business; and. of
which all persons concerned are required and commanded to take due notice and govern
themselves accordingly.

Givenunder my Hand and Seal at the Government House,
at St. John’s, in the aforesaid Island, this Twenty.
fifth: day of November, One Thousand Eight Hun-
dred and Fifty-three, and in the Seventeenth Year
of Her Majesty’s Reign.

By His Ezcellency’s Command,
CHRISTOPHER AYRE,
Acting Secretary:
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AND PROCFEDINGS OF THE SECOND SESSION OF THE
FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NEWFOUNDLAND.

TUESDAY, 31st Janvary, 18564,

The General Assembly, having, by several Proclamations of His Ex-
cellency the Governor, hereto prefixed, been prorogued until this day,
then to .aeet for the dispatck: of business, the members thereof according-
ly met in the Assembly room.

By virtue of a Commission under the Great Seal, directed to the Hon-
orables Edward Mortimer Archibald, Joseph Noad, and Laurence O'Brien,
which is as follows :—

VICTORIA, by the Grace of GOD, of the
Ker B. Hamirton. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land, Queen, Defender of the Faith.

To ALL To wHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING :

Know Ye that We have constituted and appointed, and by these pre-
sents do constitute'and appoint, the Honorables Edward Mortimer Archi-
bald, Joseph Noad, and Lawrence O’Brien, Members of Our Council, of
Our Island of Newfoundland, to be Commissioners, they or either of them,

jointly and severally to administer the Oath of Allegiance to Hugh Wil--
liam Hoyles, Esq., who ig, or should be 2 member of the General Assem-

bly of Our said Island, appointed-by. Proclamation of ‘our: Governotr to be
holden at St. John’s on the Thirty-first day of this-instant Month of-Janu-
ary, giving to them, or either of them, our said Commlsmoners, full power

and authority to perform the matters herein before ' mentioned; rattfylng_
and confirming all and whatsoever they, or either” of them- sha]l do and-

perform in this behalf = And thereof théy or eithiér of them; are to make”

Members amemble;

Dedimus Potestatent.
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due return, under their Hands and Seals, unto our Governor of our said
Island, with these presents annexed.

Given under the Great Seal of our aforesaid Island.

Witness our trusty and well-beloved Ker Barr-
viE Hamitrow, Esquire, our Governor and
Commander-in-Chief in and over our said
Island of Newfoundland and its Depend-
encies, at St. John’s, in our said Island,
the Thirticth day of January, in the Seven-
teenth Year of Our Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command,
JAMES CROWDY.

The said Commissioners came between the hours of one and two
o'clock p.m. on this day into the Committee-Room of Her Majesty’s Coun-
cil, and administered the usunal State Oath to Hugh W. Hoyles, Esquire,
re-elected Member for the District of Fortune Bay.

And the said Hugh W. Hoyles, Esq. having taken and subscribed the
Oath prescribed by law, took bis seat as Member of the House accord-
ingly.

At two o'clock a Message was delivered: by F. W. Rennie, Esq., the
gentleman Usher of the Black Rod. :

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assemblyy

His Excellency the Governor commands your immediate attendance in
the Council Chamber.

Accordingly Mr. Speaker and the House attended His Excellency the’
Governor in the Council Chamber,

And being returned,

Mr. SpEAKER reported, that when in attendance on His Excellency the’
Governor, His Excellency bad been pleased to make a speech to both
Houses of Parliament, of which, Mr. Speaker said, for the sake  of accu-’
racy, he had obtained a copy, and which he read to the House as fol-

~ lows:—

Speech,

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of Her Majesty’s Council :
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

The duty of addressing you on your agaih meeting for the dispatch of
public business devolves upon me, under circumstances which, while they
demand our hearty acknowledgements to Almighty God for mercies bes
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stowed and calamities averted, are not without alloy. While other
Countries have been sorely visited, we have mercifully enjoyed health
and tranquility. On the other hand, a renewed visitation, with unmitigat-
ed severity, of the potatoe disease in all parts of the Island, and the fail-
ure of the fishery in many localities, have been followed by great distress
among a large portion of our labowring population.

In closing the last Session of the Legislature, I expressed the hope
that it would not be necessary for me, on our re-assembling, to make a
further appeal to your liberality on behalf of the laboring population ;
but the great and continued prevalence of distress arising from the caus-
es to which I have adverted, aggravated, moreover, by the failure of the
Electric Telegraph Company; rendered absolutely necessary the advancé
of a large amount in excess of the grant for the Relief of the Poor. I
shall cause to be laid before you the details of this extra-expenditure ; and
I rely upon your indemnifying nie for an olitlay, uider all the circum-
stances of it, so unavoidable.

I am glad to be enabled to inform you that the Revenue has exceeded
the estimate made of its probable amount;

T shall direct to be laid before you copies of Despatches on several
matters whith formed the subject of Addresses passed during the last
Session.  From one of them you will learn that Her Majesty’s Govern
ment decline to guarantee the re-payment of the loan of £50,000 request-
ed by you for the construction of Main Lines of Road.

I have the satisfaction of being able to inform you, in reply to your
Addresses on the subject, that Her Majesty’s Government will carefully
maintain our Rights of Fishery, consistently with a faithful observance of
the Treaties with Foreign Powers.

To every country is assigned By Providence its peculiar productions
whlch may be interchanged among men for their mutual benefit. Al
though the climate of this colony is such that no available product is
raised from the soil for export, yet we are more than compensated by the
advantageous position of our shores for the prosecution of a valuable
Fishery. From the reports which I shall transmit to you, you will per-
ceive that the object of the grant of the last Session, for the protection
of the Fisheries from external interruption, has been carried out with
energy, and to the extent of the means afforded, with success. Upon
the prosperity of our Fisheries the general welfare entirely depends : and
it cannot, therefore, be superfluous to urge npon you the essemtial im-
portance of guarding them, not only against encroachments from without,
but against the no less serious detriment to them, resulting fzom the
sale of Bait by our own people on the Southern coast to our great
rivals.
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I commend, therefore, to your consideration,. the adoption of such Le-
gislative enactments, within the legitimate scope of the functions of the
Local Legislature, as will check, or greatly restrict, this mischieyous
traffic. To enforce the provisions of the law in this respect, as well as
to protect our River Salmon Fisheries on the West coast, I recommend
you to place at the disposal of the Executive, adequate means_for the
maintenance of an efficient Coast-guard during the ensuing fishery sea-
son. A Naval Officer will be detached to the West coast for this last
mentioned service by the Vice-Admiral commanding on the station, who
has invited the co-operation of this Government.

In connection with the subject of the Fisheries, I would further submit
for your consideration the expediéncy.of reviving, in whole or in part;
the Act for the Inspection of Pickled Fish which has recently expired.

M. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

The Financial Statements and Estimates for the ensuing year, shall
be laid before you without delay.

In consequence of the omission to provide means for defraying the ex-
penditure contemplated by the Road Act of last Session, and owing to
the unavoidable necessity of exceeding the appropriation for the Relief
of the necessitous, the Revenue has been quite inadequate to cover the
total expenditure of the year. To supply the deficiency it will be neces-
sary, during the present Session, to authorize the raising of a further
sum by loan on the credit of the colony, whereby a considerable addition
must be made to the already large Public Debt.

1 deem the present opportunity, therefore, a fitting one for calling
your earnest attention to the financial condition of the colony; and to its:
large and increasing debt. To reduce this debt, in accordance with sub-
sisting engagements, and to maintain the public credit in a sound and
healthy condition, I need hardly point out to yow the imperative neces-
sity for discontinuing, or greatly curtailing, the casual and extraordinary
appropriations for services not mcluded in the Estimates. Several of
these services, as well as some of those heretofo‘re mcluded in the Esti-
mates, appear to me to be of so pecuharly local a character as to demon-.
strate the reasonableness of their being made Iocal,burthe_ns

A disregard of economy, and 2 tendency to improvidence can hardly.
fail to flow from-a system which. makes.the Pablic Revenue the only fund:
from whence is defrayed,. without. discrimination or exception, the:ex-:
penditure for charges and services purely local, which in other .commu-
nities are prov1ded for by local .rates.and assessments. :

This observation will apply with equal force to the expenditure : for the
relief of the poor, which is defrayed entirely from the Public Chest »ay
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well as to the mode of dispensing it, which, with all the precautions that,
under the present system, can be observed, is still deficient in incentives
to self-reliance on the part of the able-bodied poor, and calculated rather
to increase than to check pauperism.

I commend these matters to your careful consideration in the hope
that you may be able to devise remedies for what cannot but be regarded
as growing ev115

My, President, and Gentlemen of Her Majesty’s Council :
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

The laws relating to Education, and to the administration of Justice in
the Outports, will again come under your revision. I shall be happy to
concur with you in any well-considered enactment which you may adopt
for the furtherance of objects so important to the present and future well-
being of all classes of the community.

The encouragement of Agriculture, with a due regard to the peculiari-
ties of this soil and climate, but especially the introduction, breeding,
and rearing of live-stock of a superior kind, deserve your consideration.
By these means the employments and interests of our increasing popula-
tion will be diversified and augmented, and the general good be ad-
vanced.

In fulfilment of the benevolent provisions of the Legislature, I have,
during the recess, had the gratification of laying the foundation stone of
an Asylum for the reception and curative treatment of Pauper Lanatics.
Satisfactory progress has been made in the construction of that porticn
of the building for which funds were provided. The Report of the
Commissioners I shall direct to be laid before you; and I congratulate
you on the near prospect of the completion of an Institution in which
may be put in practice the most approved methods of ameliorating the
condition of this mest unhappy class of our fellow beings.

Through the mercy of Providence, there has been no actual necessity,
during the past year, for putting the Quarantine Act in operation. I
deem it right, nevertheless, to impress upon you the importance of sup-
plying any defects there may be in the existing Laws for the removal of

nuisances, and for enforcing general cleanliness so essential to the public
health.

1 will only further detain you in assuring you that ﬁpon the subjects
to which I have called your attention, and on others which may be dis-
cussed in either branch of the Legislature, I shall be’ happy to facilitate

to the utmost of my power your labors for the promotlon of the pubhc
good.. , L L

Mr. BEMISTER moved seconded by Mr. Warren,’
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Motion for Select Commit-  'That a Select Committee be apdointed to prepare an Address of Thanks

Addre . . . . .
Thanks T dabvess of o reply to the Gracious Speech with which His Excellency has been

pleased to open the present Session of the Legislature.

After debate,

Debate adjourned. Ordered,—That the debate be adjourned till to-morrow.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 1st Fesruary, 1854.

Debate resumed. Pursuant to order of the day, the House resumed the adjourned debate
on the motion that a Select Committee be appointed to prepare an Address
of Thanks in reply to the Gracious Speech with which His Excellency
has been pleased to open the present Session of the Legislature.

After debate,

Resolved,—That a Select Committee be appointed to prepare an Ad-
dress of Thanks in reply to the Gracious Speech with which His Excel-
lency has been pleased to open the present Session of the Legislature.

Select Committee to pre-  Ordered,—That Mr. Bemister, Mr. Warren, Mr. Hoyles, Mr. Hogsett,
puare Adciess of Thanks. . .
and Mr. Benning do form such Committee.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 2nd Fepruary, 1854.

The House met at Two o’clock, and adjourned till to-morrow at Two
of the clock. -

FRIDAY, 3rd Fesruary, 1854.

Address of Thanks reported : inte ; -
B o T anika xeported Mr. BEMISTER, from the Select Committee appointed to prepare an

read 1st time. Address of Thanks in reply to His Excellency the Governor’s Speech at
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the opening of the Session, reported a draft thereof, which he handed in
at the Clerk’s Table, where the same was read a first time, as follows:—

To His Excellency KEr Bairrie Hamin-
toN, Esq., Governor and Commander-in-
Chicf in and over the Island of New-
JSoundland and its Dependencies, &e., &c.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

We, Her Majesty’s loyal subjects, the Commons of Newfoundland, in
General Assembly convened, beg to thank Your Excellency for the Gra-
cious Speech with which Your Excellency has been pleased to open the
present Session.

While we unite with Your Excellency in hearty acknowledgements to
Almighty God for the many mercies bestowed on this colony during the
past year, we lament equally with your Excellency tbat, during that pe-
riod, the return with unmitigated severity of the Potato disease—the
failure of the Fishery in many localities,—-and the suspension of the ope-
rations of the Electric Telegraph Company—have occasioned great dis-
tress among a large portion of our population, and thereby rendered it
necessary for Your Excellency to exceed the grant of last Session for the
Relief of the Poor. We beg to assure Your Excellency that we shall
not hesitate to pass a Bill of Indemnity to meet the expenditure thus oc-
casioned.

- L. .
‘We reciprocate Your Excellency’s congratulations upon the increasé
in the Revenue of the past year. )

We thank Your Excellency for the promise to furnish us with copies
of Despatches on the several matters which formed the subject of Ad-
dresses in the last Session ; while we regret that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment have declined to guarantee the re-payment of the loan of £50,000,
requested by the IHouse, for the constructing of Main Lines of Roads.

It is with unfeigned pleasure and satisfaction we learn that, in reply to
our Address on the subject, Her Majesty’s Government will carefully
maintain our rights of Fishery. At the same time we are gratified i
learning that the efforts of the Local Legislature for their protection
have been attended with success—and we shall receive with much inter-
est, with a view to the adoption of such further measures as may be ne-
cessary in this respect, the reports of the officers employed in'this service.
And we have to assure Your Excellency, that in accordance with Your
Excellency’s desire, we shall adopt such measures as may be considered”
necessary for the prevention of the sale of Bait to the French—for the
protection’ of the River Salmon Fisheries on our Western coast-—and for‘
the Inspection of Pickled Fish. '
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We thank Your Excellency for the intimation of your intention to sub.
mit to us the Financial Statements and Estimates, and we assure Your
Excellency of our desire to make competent provision for the efficient
administration of the Government.

In directing our attention to the Financial condition of the Island, and
to its large aud increasing Debt, we shall adopt such measures for the
reduction of oar liabilities as shall be compatible with subsisting engage-
ments. In doing so, nothing will give us greater pleasure than to com-
ply with Your Excellency’s recommendation of discouraging, or curtail-

ing as far as practicable, the casual and extraordinary appropriations for
services not included in the Estimates.

We entirely concur in Your Excellency’s observations, that the expendi-
ture for charges and services purely local should not be defrayed out of
the Puablic Revenue ; but that the same should be provided for by local
rates and assessments—more particularly with regard to the casual relief
of the Poor; aund in accordance with Your Excellency’s recommendation,
we shall endeavour to devise a remedy for this evil.

We assure Your Excellency of our desire to co-operate with Your
Tixcellency and Her Majesty’s Council, in maturing such well-considered
enactments for the promotion of Education and the due administration of
Justice in the Outports, as will serve to promote the present and future
well-being of all classes of the community.

Your Excellency’s suggestion as to the encouragment of agriculture,
with the view of diversifying and augmenting the employment and inter
ests of our increasing population, shall receive our best consideration.

it affords us the greatest pleasure and satisfaction to learn that, in ful

filment of the provisions of the Legislature, Your Excellency—during
the recess—has had the gratification of laying the foundation-stone of an
Asylum for for the reception and curative treatment of Pauper Lunatics
-—and that satisfactory progress has been made in the construction of that
portion of the building for which funds were provided ; and while we
thank Your Excellency for the promise to furnish us with the Report of
the Commissioners, we reciprocate Your Excellency’s congratulations on
the near prospect of the completion of an Institution in which may be put
in practice the most approved methods of ameliorating the condition of
this most unhappy class of our fellow sub;ects.

In the discharge of our Legislative duties, we shall duly consxder Your
Excellency’s recommendation, to adopt such sanitary measures as may be
necessary for the preservation of the public- health. :

In conclusion, we beg to assure, Your ‘Excellency of our sincere desxre
to co-operate with Your Dxcellency and Her Majesty’s Council in the



OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 9

furtherance of those objects to which you have called our attention, and
of such other matters as may tend to the promotion of the prosperity of
the colony and the general welfare of the people.

H. W. HOYLES.
JOHN BEMISTER.
JOHN H. WARREN.

Ordered —That the Address be read a second time on Tuesday next.

Mr. LirTie;, as a member of the Delegation appointed in the last
Session of the Assembly to proceed to London, to advocate the
claims of this colony to Responsible Govérnment and Reciprocal Free
Trade with the United States, presented the Report, which he handed in
at the Clerk’s Table, wheae the same was read as follows :—

The House of Assembly having hitherto struggled in vain against the
local Executive for the establishment of a thorough British system of
government in this Island, and their repeated Addresses to the Crown
for justice having been maet by evasions or direct refusals, it was resolved,
during the last Session of the Legislature, that Delegates should be sent
from: the Assembly to London, for the purpose of placing the affairs of
the colony before the Imperial authorities in their true light, as a convic-
tion existed in the public mind that they had not been fairly represent-
ed, or the parent government would have long since conceded to New-
foundland its constitutional rights and privileges.

We were accordingly honored with the important trust of representing
the views of the country, as expressed by the Assembly, on the present
system of Government—the general state of the colony—and particular-
ly the claims of this old and loyal dependency to the establishment of
Responsible Government, and Reciprocal I'ree Trade with the United
States of America.

In the discharge of our duty, we now respectfully submit an out-
line of our proceedings for the information of the pubhc and the As-
sembly. ’

Having proceeded to Halifax in the Steamer “ Ospray,” and thence to
Liverpool in the R. M. Steamer ¢ Niagara,” we arrived in London on
the 18th July last, and immediately apphed ourselves to the fulfilment
of the trust reposed in us. R

Having prepared the annexed statements, Nos. 1 and 2, on the gene-
ral affans of the colony, we transmitted copies thereof with, our creden.
tials, to His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, requesting at the same tlme
an interview w1th him on the several matters ‘which formed the sub;ects
of our delegation

Time of 2nd readin g

Report of Delegates to Lon-
don,
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(No. 1.)

Tavisrock HoteL, Lonpon,
July 2¢th, 1853.
My Lorp Duke,—

‘We have the honor to acquaint you, that the House of Assembly of
Newfoundland, in the last Session, appointed us its Delegates te proceed
to London for the purpose of promoting the establishment of Self-govern-
ment in that old and loyal Dependency of the British Crown, and Recip-
rocal Free Trade between it and the United States of America. Ve,
therefore, respectfully address you, as a friend of Colonial Reform and
Free Trade, and earnestly solicit your co-operation in bringing to a suc-
cessful issue the arduous struggles of its inhabitants with the monopolists
of its Trade and its Government, who have formed a combination for
their own selfish purposes, to defeat the popular will on these important
subjects. .

In direct opposition to these adverse parties, displayed in every possi-
ble shape, this colony received a Representative form of Govornment in
1832, of a nature similar to that which has been successively abandoned
in all the other North American Dependencies. In a despatch, dated
27th July, 1832, from Lord Goderich to the Governor of that Island, ac-
companying the Royal lnstructions, which are the basis of its constitu-
tion, his Lordship declared that :—

« It may seem, however, superfluous to accumulate reasons in proof of
the propriety of establishing in Newfoundland that form of constitution
which generally prevails throughout the British Transatlantic Colonies ;
the difficulty would consist rather in finding valid arguments for with-
holding it. The reasonable presumption scems to be, that a system of
colonial government which has been attended with so many advantages
in British North America, would produce similar benefits at Newfound-
land, if transferred to that settlement, I do not indeed mean to deny
that some considerable inconvenience has occasionally resulted from the
the adoption, in those dependencies of Great Britain, of constitutions mo-
delled into a miniature resemblance of our own ; but I know not what is
the system of which the same might not be truly asserted. It is suffici-
ent to say of the scheme of internal policy in force.in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, that in all the colonies to which it has been extended, it
has invariably secured the attachment of the people, by giving them a
large share in the management of their own affairs; by affording an open
field for the free exercise of talents and public spirit; by providing hon-
orable ambition with a legitimate object and reward; by insuring imme-
diate and careful attention to the various exigencies of society; and' by
promoting a frugal and judicious administration of public affairs. - With
the single exception of those colonies in'which the people are separated
from each other by distinctions analagous to those of caste, representa-
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tive Assemblies are not only recommended by abstract considerations
diawn from the genius and principles of our own Government, but by a
long course of experiments pursued under a great variety of circumstances,
but stil! leading to the same general result.

¢« In accordance with the uniform course of precedents, your commis-
sion <cnstitutes a Council which will participate with the Assembly in
the enactment of laws. It is not, however, to be denied that this part of
the established system of colonial legislation hus been practically found
to be attended with some serious difficulties. The members of Council,
deriving their authority from the Royal Commission, have not seldom
been regarded with jealousy and distrust by the great body of the people.
Their clevation to rank and authority has but too often failed to induce a
corresnonding degree of public respect. Even the most judicious exer-
cisz of their powers has occasionally worn the semblance of barshness,
wlen op»osed to the unanimous, or the predominant vpinions of those to
whom the colonists looked with confidence as their representatives. The
Councils, it must be confessed, have not uniformly exerted themselves ta
repel, or to abate, this prejudice. The acrimony engendered by such
disputes has sometimes given occasion to an eager assertion of extieme
righis on the part of the Council, and to a no less determined denial of
their nececsity and constitutional privileges on the part of the Assembly.
The Councils have also been employed as instruments for relieving Gov-
crnors from the responsibility they ought to have borne for their rejec-
tion of measures which have been proposed by the other branch of the
Legislature; and have not seldom involved them in dissensions which it
would have been more judiciousto decline.  Some of the principal inbab-
itants ci the colony, as well as the chief officers of the local Government,
being usually members of the Council, arc removed from the prospect of
obtaining seats in the House of Assembly. Even in colonies in which
there is a larger society, and a greater number of proper persons to become
members of the Legislature than in Newfoundland, considerable inconveni-
ence has been found to result from raising to the rank of Councillors the
leading members of the Assembly, and thereby losing their services in that
body. The want of any member competent to explain or vindicate the course
pursued by the Executive Authorities, has been still more severely felt ; mea-
sures have, not unfrequently, been misunderstoed, and it has happened that a
trifling misconception which a few words of timely explanation would have
removed, has grown into a scrious and embarrassing controversy. The effect
of the institution, therefore, is too often to induce a collision between the dif-
ferent branches of the Legislature, to exempt the Governor from a due sense
of responsibility, and to deprive the Representative body of some of its most
useful members.  Yet the compensation which might atone for these evils is
not obtained, and the Council does not assume in the colony a position or an
influence analagous to that of the House of Peers, because entirely destitute
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of that hold on public opinion which the property and independence of ifs
members, as well as the antiquity of the institution itself, confer upon the
peerage of this country.”

All the difficulties anticipated by Lord Goderich, and which colonial
experience has shown to be incidental to such a system, have been fully
realised in Newfoundland ; it was, indeed, unreasonable to expect har-
monious working between our Executivé body—composed of persons
avowedly hostile to the concession of a Representative Constitution—and
the popular branch of the Legislature. The Commercial Monopolists,
whose influsnce predominated in the Executive Council, and which has
been always used by the local officials to sustain their policy, ig thus ad-
verted to by Lord Stanley, in a despatch to the Governor of this colony,
dated November 19th, 1841 :— '

« Whether with one Chamber, or with two, the Government will al-
ways have to contend with the difficulties arising out of the conflicting
interests of two great classes of the community  *  * ¥ the
commercial and the resident class; and although it may be thought that,
taken broadly, these interests must act and re-act upen each other, yet
each will have separate objects to pursue, and separate views to promote,
either by expenditure of public money, or by imposition of public taxes.
The former of these classes, up to a recent period, monopolized the pow-
er, as they possessed the whole capital, of the Island, which it was their
avowed object to consider merely in the light of a fishing station. In the
pursuance of this policy, internal improvements were discouraged, and
the Island itself was looked upon as subservient to the interest of trade.
alone. The gradual increase of population has led to the formation of a
vival interest, which has now obtained a large share of political power,
which it desires, not unnaturally, to direct towards the furtherance of its
own objects.”

After a series of conflicts between the two branches of the Legislature,
the Constitution was suspended, and a single chamber of ten. Crown
Nominees and fifteen Representatives, with a distinct Executive Council,
were substituted. This singular amalgamation lasted four years, when
its expiration was hailed with unanimous approval. It was nothing more
than an expensive delusion, sustained by unexampled corruption, and cal-
culated to bring the Executive, which possessed the chief power over ity
deliberations, into merited contempt. The popular will, however, some-
times found expression in the Amalgamated Assembly, notwithstanding
the great odds with which it had to contend ;. ‘and in the year 1846 it
adopted the following Resolutions :

“ Whereas Her Majesty’s Government being about to submit, for the
consideration of the Imperial Parliament, a form of Constitution- for this
colony, it is therefore highly expedient that this House should make-a
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declaration of opinion upon the principles of administration applicable to
the Government of Newfoundland.

“ Whereas the principles of Administration applicable to the Govern-
ment of the North American Colonies have been formally sanctioned by
the highest authority on several occasions, and whereas the following Re-
solutions moved by Mr. Secretary Harrison were adopted by the Parlia-
ment of Canada, in 1841 :—

¢ ¢1st.—That the most important, as well as the most undoubted of
the political rights of the people of this Province, is that of having a Pro-
vincial Parliament for the protection of their liberties, for the exercise
of a constitutional influence over the Executive Departments of their
Government, and for Legislation upon all matters of internal Govern-
ment. .

« «9nd.—That the Head of the Executive Government of the Province
being, within the limits of Fis Government, the Representative of the Sov-
ereign, is responsible to the Imperial anthority alone ; but that, neverthe-
less, the management of our local affairs can only be conducted by him,
by and with the assistance, counsel, and mformamon of subordinate offi-
cers In the Province.

« ¢« 3rd. —~That in order to preserve between the different branches of the
Provincial Parliament, that harmony which is essential to the veace, welfare,
and good government of the Province, the chief advisers of the Representa-
tive of the Sovereign, constituting a Provincial Administration under him,
ought to be men possessed of the confidence of the Representatives of tiie
people—thus affording a guarantee that the well-understood wishes and in-
terests of the people, which our Gracious Sovereign has declared shall
be the rule of the Provincial Government, will, on all occasions, be faith-
fully represented and advocated.

¢ <4th.—That the people of this Province have moreover a right to
expect from such Provincial Administration the exertion of their best en-
deavours, that the Imperial Authority shall be exercised in the manner
most consistent with their well-understood wishes and interests.

“ And Whereas His Excellency Sir Charles Metcalfe has thus explain-
ed, in answer to an Address from Gore, in Canada, his views of Colonial
Government: '

“ ¢ With reference to your views of Responsible Government, I cannot
tell you how far I concur in them without knowing your meamng, which
is not distinctly stated.

- “‘If you mean that the Governor is to have no exercise of his own
Judgment in the Adlmmstratlon of the Government and is to be a mere
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tool in the hands of the Council, then I totally disagree with you. That
is a condition to which I can never submit, and which Her Majesty’s
Government, in my opinion, never can sanction.

« ¢If you mean that every word and deed of the Governor is to be
previously submitted for the edvice of the Council, then you propose.
what, besides being unnecessary and useless, is-utterly impossible, consist-
ently with the due despatch of business.

¢ < If you mean that the patronage of the Crown is to be swrendered
for exclusive party purposes to the Council, instead of being distributed
to reward merit, to meet just claims, and to promote the efficiency of the
public service, then we are again at issue—such a surrender of the pre-

rogative of the Crown is, in my opinion, incompatible with the existence
of a Byitish Colony.

¢ ¢Jf you mean that the Governor is an irresponsible officer, who can,
without responsibility, adopt the advice of the Council, then jou are, I
conceive, entirely in error. The deputed functions of the Governor are
such, that he is not only one of the hardest worked servants of the colo-
ny, but also has more reponsibilities than any other offizer in it. He is
responsible to the Crown and Parliament and to the people of the mother
country for every act that he performs, or suffers to be done, whether it
originate with himself or is adopted on the advice of others. He could
not divest himself of that responsibility by pleading the advice of the
Council. He is also virtually responsible to the people of this colony,
and practically more so than even to the mother country; every day
proves it, and no resolution can make it otherwise.

‘¢ But if instead of meaning any of the above stated impossibilities, you
mean that the Government should be administered according to the well-
understood wishes and interests of the people ; that the Resolutions of
September, 1841, should be faithfully adhered to; that it should be com-
petent to the Council to offer advice on all occasions, whether as to pa-
tronage or otherwise; and that the Governor should receive it with the
attention due to his constitutional advisers, and consult with them in all
cases of adequate importance; that there should be a cordial co-operation
and sympathy between him and them ; that the Council should be re-
sponsible to the Provincial Parliament and people; and that when the
acts of the Governor are such as they do not choose to be responsible for,
they should be at liberty to resign ; then I entirely agree with you, and
see no impracticability in carrying on Responsible Government in a colo-
ny, on that footing, provided that the respective parties engaged in the
undertaking be guided by moderation, honest purpose, common sense,
and equitable minds, devoid of party spirit.’ :

¢ Therefore resolved, that this House recognise in the above Resolutions
and documents the true principles of Colonial Government, as applicable to
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any future form of Constitution, which the Imperial Parliament may, in its
wisdom, cede to Newfoundland.”

The Amalgamated system having expired, the Tmperial Government most
unaccountably restored the old form of Constitution, placing i in the hands of

» the Governor and a Council of nine gentlemen, Executive and Legislative
" authority, and leaving the Assembly, on its original basis, to encounter the

influences, in a separate chamber, which had well nigh undermined its foun-
dation in the Amalgamated Legislature. None of those salutary changes re-
ferred to in the foregoing resolutions, and admitted to be essential to the har-
monious and useful operation of Colonial Government, were adopted, though
the old constitution was so altered as to secure to the Executive the initia-
tion of money votes in the Assembly, which necessarily embarrassed the free
action of the popular branch, and has enabled the Executive to refuse its -
assent to votes of a most useful nature, because sought to be initiated by
members opposed to the Government. This power has been thus arbi-
trarily and corruptly used. The Council retaining the exercise of Ex-
ecutive and Legislative functions combined, the Government is without
an organ in the popular branch, to explain its policy or take the lead in
important matters of legislation. So situated, the Executive is without
power or influence in the Assembly, and the Government has only work-
ed on by sufferance for the last four years. The public are thus depriv-
ed of the great advantages of a well-directed Executive influence in the |
conduct of public affairs, while the result of an exercise of constitutional
control on the policy of the Executive, would be to stop the wheels of
Government altogether.

Such results as these were clearly foreseen, as the natural consequence
of such a system, by the late Lord Sydenham, who gave his opinisn
as follows, in a confidential Despatch dated at Halifax, N. S,, in the
year 1840 :

“ The last, and in my opinion by far the most serious defect, in the
¢ Government, is the utter absence of power in the Executive, and its
“ total want of energy to occupy the attention of the country upon real
“ improvements, or to lead the Legislature in the preparation and adop-
“ tion of measures for the bencfit of the colony. It does not appear to
* have occurred to any one that it is one of the first duties of the Govern-
“ ment to suggest improvements where they are wanted,—that the Con-
¢ stitution, having placed: the power of the Legislature in the-hands of
“ an Assembly and a Council, it is only by acting through these bodies
“ that this duty can be performed ; and that if .these proper and legiti-
¢ mate functions of Government are, neglected, the necessary result must
‘¢ be—not only the improvement which the people bave a right to expect,
“ will be neglected, and the prosperity of the country checked ‘but that
“ this branch of the Legislature will mis-use its power, and- the. popular
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“ mind be easily led into excitement upon mere abstract theories of Gov-
“ ernment, to which their attention is directed as the remedy for the un-
« easiness they feel.”

It was not to be suoposed that the people of this colony could be satis-
fied with such a position of public affairs, and an Address to Her Majesty
was accordingly adopted by the Assembly in the year 1851, affirming the
principles of self-government and praying for the concession of Executive
Responsibility. No just reason existed why a system of government,
which every other British American Province repudiated, and which every
enlightened British Statesman condemns, should be fastened upon that co-
lony. 'Without the principles of Executive Responsibility, it was felt that
the Government was not deserving the name, and that it was unjust and
unmagly to tax the industry of the people for its support.

Acting, as we have good reason to understand, on the mis-representa-
tions of the interested officials of the colony, and those who have invaria-
bly opposed an extension of popular rights in this the oldest and most
neglected of Her Majesty’s B. N. American colonies, Earl Grey, as Her
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, declined advising
Tler Majesty to comply with the prayer of that Address, though his Lord-
ship held out some hopes, that his views might in some degrze be influ-
enced by the result of the General Elections which were then shortly to
take place in Newfoundland. Upon the communication of His Lordship’s
views to the Assembly, in the Session of 1852, a suite of Resolutions, ex-
pressing the opinions of the inhabitants, being adopted, it was therefore
resolved that a renewed application should be made by Address, not only
to Her Majesty, but to both Houses of Parliament. Before the Address
reached home, the Opposition had attained power, and the hopes of the
colony were again doomed to be crushed for a time by a Ministry who
had chosen as Secretary for the Colonies, Sir John Pakington, the former
agent and active supporter of the Obstructives of Newfoundland. The
Address of the Assembly to the House of Commouns was kindly present-
ed by the Right Hon. Sir William Molesworth, the indefatigable advo-
cate of colonial rights. Nor was the Secretary for the Colonies, as we
have reason to believe, unsupplied with secret Despatches from the local
authorities, containing fabricated statements as to the views of the people
on this vital and all-absorbing question. They resorted to every expedi-
ent that self-interest, low prejudices, and unfair intrigue could devise, to
defeat the people’s Representatives, and so far as their efforts have hither-
to gone, to influence the decision of the British Government, they have
been highly successful in securing the reins of power in their own hands,
the offices of the Government for a favored few—in contemning public
opinion in the colony—in neglecting and actively opposing its best inter-
ests, on the questions of Free Trade, Education, Local improvements, Re-
presentation, and several other important public measures.
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In the autumn of last year the General Elections* took place in the
Island, and resulted in the return of a large Majority in favor of the prin-
ciples of Self-Government, who were pledged to adopt every constitu-
tional means to secure its establishment. The resolutions of the late As-
sembly were again affirmed by the present House, four members only
voting against them, and Addresses to the Duke of Newcastle and both
Houses of Parliament were then agreed upon.

The anticipations of the Assembly on the course which the Council
would likely pursue in the session of 1853, on the Representatives’ Bill,
and several other Bills, were fully realised. Among the many measures
passed by the Assembly last session, and rejected, or so mutilated, by the
Council as to cause their loss, we may mention, for the purpose of illus
trating the antagonism existing between these bodies, and the hopeless-
ness of expecting their co-operation for any general objects of legislation,
the Bills introduced on the following subjects : —A. Biil for taking the
Census of the Island—which was necessary, asno census had been taken
there since 1845, to enable the Legislature to appropriate the Road and
School monies fairly among the several districts, and for other purposes 3
—a Bill for the relief of the Poor. Owing to adverse circumstances, snd
the system of trade heretofore pursued in that colony, which made the
operative population almost wholly dependent on a few Capitalists, -and
consequently ill-prepared to withstand the effect of a temporary failare of
their ordinary pursuits, pauperism has considerably increased within ‘the
last few years, especially among the aged and infirm. -The Assembly
was consequently obliged to make liberal provision for their relief, and
the dispensation of the poor funds was entrusted to the Executive. So
much was that trust abused that the funds were, not unfrequeritly, spent
for political purposes, and thus became a source of patronage in the hands
of the Executive ; the poor were wronged and they appealed to the Assem.
bly for protection. A Select Committee took the matter into considera.
tion, and the Government Secretary of the Poor Board was summoned
aud gave evidence on the subject. It appears that some characters of
bad repute were better provided for out of these funds than other persons
moue deserving and more destitute objects of charity ; that the functions of
the so-called Poor Board were only nominal ; and that the head of the Ex.
ecutive managed its affairs as he thought fi¢; it has been since ascertain-
ed that a portion of these funds had been actually appropriated, with
his concurrence, in providing him with bed and bedding for a sea
voyage. ‘

A Poor Relief Bill was then adopted by the late House, but rejected
by the Council. The Assembly then voted the salary of the Secretary of
the Poor Board in Supply, at the rate fixed by the Executive, so as to
make him.in some degree independent of the undue influence of the Ex-
ecutive, and responsible to the' Assembly for the diséharge of his duty.
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Two altempts were made, in vain, by the Executive to expunge it from
the Supply Bill, and a message was privately communicated to the oppos-
ing members, that if they persisted in retaining it in that Bill, the officer
would be discharged. One of his brothers then held a seat in the Assem-
bly, and another published a newspaper in the colony. The Executive
was therefore desirous, for reasons that were quite apparent; of continu-
ing a system which rendered that officer perfectly dependent on its will,
not only for the tenure of his office, but for the amount of his salary,
which had been nearly doubled within a year or two from his taking of-
fice. 'The Assembly refusing to recede, the officer was dismissed for no
express cause, except an alleged intention of changing the system, but his
brother had previously voted for Responsible Government! No actual
change has been made in the system, except to appoint a brother-in-law of
one of the Executive Council to fill the office thus vated, and the gentle-
man S0 expelled has been appointed to an anomalous position as a member
of the Board at a reduced salary. During the last session a Bill was again
adopted by the Assembly to put a stop to these abuses, but again rejected
by the Council, though strong complaints were raised against the present
gystem, and helpless paupers have died through its inhuman operation.

Bills for declaring the prior claims of Seamen and Fishermen to their
wages out of the estates of their hirers and employers in cases of Insolven-
cy; for the extension and improvement of the Newfoundland Savings’
Bank, according to the general recommendation of the Trade and the pub-
lic; for the encouragement of Ship-building ; and for the establishment of
a proper Jury system in the Supreme and Central Circuit Courts, met a
similar fate. An alteration of the present Jury law in force in those Courts
was strongly recommended by the able and upright Chief Justice of the Is-
land, from a sense of its absurd and unjust operation, for under the law as
it stands, persons without any property qualification whatever are permit.
ted to act as Grand and Special Jurors in questions of life, liberty, and
property, while equally, and not unfrequently, more, competent persons, who
contribute from £100 to £500 a-year in duties to the Revenue and are
possessed of large ‘properties in Lands and Houses, are excluded from the
Grand and Special Jury Panels, simply because they do not, in the opinion
of the Sheriff, come under the qualification or denomination of ¢ Principal
Merchants or Gentlemen.” The consequence has been that packed and
prejudiced juries have been of freguent occurrence, and are almost tna-

_voidable; without a change in the law. A political opponent has no
chance of a fair trial beforesuch a Jury, however upright and high-minded
the Court may be, and instead of British Justice being administered in
such cases, there is but the form observed, for the reality is not attained.
The Bill passed by the Assembly was Ioudly called for, and met with .
general approval, except from the Council, who also rejected a Bill for
the prospective reduction of our enormons Civil List, although the colony
ia‘about £120,000 in'debt, and its necessities mpératively demand a sys-
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‘tem of rigid retrenchment in all the public dep’artménts, in many of whick
officials are paid salaries for doing comparatively nothing.

The Road Bill, the Education Bill—both money Bills, the former ap-
propriating £10,000 for. the Public Road service, and the latter £7,500
for Educational purposes, as well as the Supply Bill, were, in violation of
the Privileges of the House, all materially altered by the Councﬂ and
their total rejection was only saved by the forbearance and dls_cretlon ‘of:
the Assembly, who preferred submitting to a temporary injustice rather
than embarrass the public service, and deprive the country of the b‘eneﬁtsr
resulting from these measures. A Bill to regulate our Currency was also
mutilated by the Council ; and the last Bill which it negatived was a De.
legation Bill sanctioned by the Governor, appropriating a sum of money
to defray the expenses of Delegates from the Council and Assembly to,
the Imperial Government, that both bodies might have an equal oppors.
tunity of being heard on the questions on which they have beeun so long
at issue, and thus adopt the speediest means of terminating an agitation,
which will continue to distract the public mind and disturb the peace of
society until they shall be satisfactorily settled. The liberal party in that
colony have been persuaded that only one side of the question has hither.
to obtained a readv credence from the Colonial Minister, owing to the
misrepresentations of the local officials, and, therefore, solicited their op-
ponen's in legislation and progress to meet them manfully where the ar-
guments on both sides could be openly seen and discussed—not hid away
in “secret Despatches,” which the local Executive has invariably refus-
ed to communicate to the Assembly ; it has gone further, in refusing to
communicate any Despatches transmitted to Downing-street on the subs
ject of Self-government. It must not, therefore, be a matter of surprise
that men who sustain their position by such means, should reject the De=
legation Bill as they did. In a word the privileges of the Assembly have
been utterly disregarded by the Council, and in the exercise of the only
functions, which the former branch conceived it might exercise, unmolest.
ed by the Executive—that of taxation—a message of an intimidating
character was delivered on the table of the Assembly by Mr: Secretary
Crowdy, by the Governor’s Commahd, on the subject of the Revenue Bill
which was then pending on the order bock for committal, and the fols
lowing Resolutions were thereupon unanimously adopted by the Ass
sembly :—

“ Whereas a message has this day been received from His Excellency
Ker B. Hamivron; Esq.; the Governor of this Island, which is a direct
interference with the deliberations of this House, on the subject .of the
Revenue Bill, now pending before this House,

Resolved —That the said message 15 a mamfest breach of the prmleges
of this House ;' and however anxious this' House is to mamtam a good un-
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derstanding with His Excellency, this House cannot, with due regerd to
its rights and privileges, which it is its sacred duty to uphold intact, per-
mit this document to be recorded on its Journals unaccompanied witk
the unequivocal expression of its opinion thereon.

Resolved,—That the course pursued by Her Majesty’s Couneil on the
important measures vitally affecting the public welfare, which have been
sent to them for their concurrence by the Assembly during the present
Session, has been the cause of protracting this Session of the Legislature
to the present late period, and obliged this House in self-defence to with-
hold its prompt assent to the Revenue Bill.

Resolved,—That this House is most anxious to uphold the credit of the
colony, and would deeply regret any step that would impair it, but look-
ing to the present state of the country, the amount of public debrt, and the
demands on the public revenue, it feels persuaded that nothing tends
more to the destruction of that credit than the present system of govern-
ment which is devoid of public confidence.

Having thus shown sufficient to convince any reasomable man of the
impracticability of conducting the Government of the colony under such
a system, we shall briefly advert to the question of Reciprocal Iree Trade
with the United States. The exports of Newfoundland, consisting near~
ly altogether of the produce of its fisheries, have been materially depre-
ciated in their value in foreign markets, from the formidable competition
of the French ; it was therefore found that the interests of the comntry
demanded new markets. 'We naturally looked to the United States for
this purpose. For want of remunerative employment in Newfoundland,
many of its hardy and intrepid fishermen were obliged to seek labor ia
the fishing vessels fitted out by the Americans; the old ¢ supplying sya-
tem,” of the few merchants, who engross the greater part of the trade of
that Island, whick enables them to command the produce of the fishar-
man’s summer voyage at a price usually fixed by them at so low a rate as
to leave the industrious operative scarcely sufficient to sapport him end
his family for the winter; and the ruinous effects of the credit and truck
system which form the chief ingredients in the “ supplying system”—have
all tended to retard the improvement of the fisherman and the progress of
the country, and thus reduce to poverty the finest class of men to be
found in any of Her Majesty’s dominions, or drive them from our shores,
to contribute to the wealth of some foreign power.

When the question of Reciprocity with the United States was first agi-
tated in the Colonies, the local Executive, without consulting the Assem.
bly, transmitted a despatchto Halifax, where a meeting of Delegates
fror all the neighbowring Colonies was about to be held on the subject,
declining to send Delegates to the convention, and declaring that the peo-
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ple of Newfoundland were opposed to Free Trade with the’ nelghbourmg '
Republic.

The principles of Reciprocity were then affirmed. The Despatch of
our Executive was kept secret in the colony, and the very man who sub-
scribed his name to it, Mr. Secretary Crowdy, denied, in presence of one
of the subscribers, that the Government had expressed any adverse opin-
ion on the question; but fortunately the document found its way into the
Journals of the Nova Scotia Assembly, and the fraud attempted on the
people of Newfoundland was there discovered and made public, and
could ro longer be gainsayed by the Executive:

'In the year 1852, the principles of Reciprocity were affirmed by our -
Assembly, and in 1853 the following Resolutions were also adopted :—

RESOLUTIONS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ON FREE
TRADE.:

Resolvei,-——'fha't the Assembly, in its last Session, affirmed the principle
of Reciprocal Free Trade between the United States and this colony, in
Resolutions which are recorded on the Journals of the House,

Resolved,—That in reply to the Address of thé House, iri which Her
Majesty’s Government was requested to inclide this colony in any gereral
scheme of Reéciprocal Trade between the North Ameticin colonies and the
United States, the Secretary of State, in his Despatch dated 26th Awugust
last, gives assirance that the interests of this colony shall receive the seri-
ous consideration of Hér Majesty’s Government.

Resolved,—That the official letter of Mr. Everett, the American Secreta-
ry of State, to the President of the United States, dated 7Tth February
inst., in which he affirms that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty
is prepared to enter into an arrangement for the admission of the fishing
vessels of the United States, to a full participation in the public fisheries
on the coasts and shores of the Provinces; with the exception, at: present,
perhaps, of Newfoundland, on condition of the admission of Colonial pro-~
duce duty free into the United States, is regarded by the House with sur-
prise and regret, because of the special exception of Newfoundland from
the proposed arrangement. - ’ :

Resolved,—That the best interests of the populutmn of this colony would
be vitally compromised by the exclusion of Newfoundland from-the con-
templated Treaty, and that this House do forthwith Address Her Majes-
ty’s Government, setting forth the purport of these Resolutions, praying
that this colony may not be placed in so isolated and injurious a position,
and that a copy of this Address be transmitted to- Her Majesty’s Minister
‘at Washington, requesting that he will wait farther advices from Her Ma-
 jesty’s Government before concluding the Treaty in question.”
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These Resolutions embody the opinion, as they represent the interests,
of nine-tenths of the inhabitants of Newfoundland, According to the evi-
dence taken before a Select Committee of the Assembly in the year 1852,
it appears that the resident mercantile men engaged in the trade of the
Island, with scarcely an exception, admitted, that if the duty of 20 per-
cent. at present imposed on our produce in the Awmerican States were
taken off, a valuable market would thus be secured for our staple products,
and they quite approved of the project, until they learned that the Ame-
rican Government would require a free participation in our fisheries as a
condition to the arrangement. They then feared the influence of honest
and active competition at their own doors, in their colonial markets; that
the American merchants, or speculators, would visit our coasts, engage
our fishermen, occupy their flakes and stages now.falling into ruin and
decay in many of our noble outports, and by thus infusing new life and
energy into vur pursuits, relieve the dependent fishermen from their pre-
sent abject condition, and break up -the monopoly which a few have too
long enjoyed in that ill-governed colony.

It may be, however, that the fears of the few merchants are rather ima-
ginary than real, for at present the Americans have a concurrent right of
fishing on the west coast of Newfoundland, from the Rameau lslands to
Cape Ray, with British fishermen, and thence to Cape Quirpon, with Brit-
ish and French fishermen, and a joint right of fishing with British sub-
jects on the coast of Labrador, where our fishermen prosecute a very ex-
tensive fishery ; as also the right of landing at such places on those coasts
as are uninhabited, for the purpose of curing and drying their fish ; but
this privilege is seldom, if ever, exercised. The only part of our coast on
which they have no right to fish at present lies between the Rameau 1s-
lands and Cape Quirpon, along the South-west and North-east coast of the
Island, where a shore fishery is prosecuted by our fishermen, in which the
Americans could only participate by employing our labor and fishing
rooms, for labour is cheaper in Newfoundland than in the United - States,
and the occupation of our rooms in settled harbors would be necessary for
their prosecution of the shore fishery under any circumstances. There
would be a two-fold advantage in such an arrangement —we should secure
an extensive foreign market for our produce, the prospect of increasing
the demand, and consequently enhancing the value of colonial labor.

France has, for several years past, given annual bounties of 3,900,000
francs, for the encouragement of her cod-fishery—mainly prosecuted on the
Banks and Shores of Newfoundland ; and on the 22nd July, 1851, -the
National Assembly passed a law, continuing the bounties until the 30th
June, 1861, and extending them to 20 francs per quintal metrique of fish
the product of their fisheries, exported to © Transatlantic Countries, pre-
vided the same be landed at a port where there is a French Consul.” This
new provision is doubtless intended to meet our exports in the American
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continental markets and in the West indies. And should we act wisely
in permitting them, after:having injured onr Trade with- Europe, to -ex-
clude us from the American markets, without making a struggle for--our
existence ! If we, in common with the neighboring colonies, can -induce
the Americans, by any reasonable concession on our part, to receive-out
produce on more favorable terms than they:should be ‘inclined to.admit
the produce of the French: fisheries, we:should have achieved a triumph
for our colonial iuterests, the importance of which would be incalculable
to the colonies, in a commercial view.

A few days before we left the colony for England, we learned that the
local Executive addressed a letter to a Commercial Society formed. in- St.
John’s for the protection of their own interests, requesting their; opinion
on this subject, in view of our mission. Now, we simply. ask, was this a
fair way to meet the question? The Legislature; was in session four
months and a half, and only closed in the middle of June; the Assembly

having unanimously adopted the foregoing Resolutions on the 23rd Feb-
ruary last.

A delegate was thereupon sent by the Asserably to Washington, to pro-
mote its views with the British- Minister and the American Government,
and we have reason to hope that the interests of this Colony .will be con-
sidered by the Imperial Government before any treaty- shall be concluded
on the subject. In the meantime the Council was doing comparatively
nothing except obstructing the progress of the Assembly in useful mea-
sures. Why the mercantile portion of that body did not take action on
the question can only be thus answered :

That they preferred trusting to the ¢ secret despatches” of the Execu-
tive and the combination of self-constituted * cliques” representing’ no
interests but their own, rather than either: openly brave public opinion
themselves, or oblige their allies, the paid officials of the Government at
the Council Board, todo so. The Assembly, as the only legitimate or-
gan of public opinion, would have been a sufficient guide for a Constitu-
tional Executive, and a reference of such a question to a private-party
sitting with closed doors, would not be thought of out of Newfoundland,
especially where that body are doubly.represented in the Council.

We shall conclude with a few general remarks on the conduct of ‘the
Executive in the transaction of the ordinary affairs of theé Government.
In the distribution: of"its patronage, it has not: been: guided by considera-
tions of merit or the:qualifications of recipients for:the .discharge ‘of:their
duties. Men who weré. formerly degraded for: mis-condiict!'in-public
positions have been appointed to. offices--of trust:in:preference: to -more

- deserving.and :competent-persons. - ‘The :formation‘of a *Family Com-
‘pact,” and the promotion of individuals ‘in ‘whom:the public have:no¢con-
fidence, are characteristics ;of its' policy. - 'Persons::who haverendered



g4 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

themselves odious to the popular party by their offensive conduct, have
met with especial favor in the estimation of the Executive ; and we do
not hesitate to say that one person, at least; connectéd with a Press in
the colony, the publisher of what is termed the Government organ, has
been encouraged by the Executive in fomenting discord among the people,
by every means in his power, that divisions may be created and extend-
ed among them, and that it may appear to strangers through that coun-
torted medium, that the community is so divided by sectarian and other
differences, as not to be fit for the enjoyment of Self-government.

The colony has been deeply involved in debt through the exiravagant
system of Government pursued, and the public have not received benefits
by any means adequate to the amount of money expended on public works
or local improvements. Peculation, defalcation, and a total disregard of
the law, have been of frequent occurrence in several of the public de-
partments.

Favorites of the Executive have been screened in their defalcations,
and the Assembly, even during the last session, was denied the papers ne-
.cessary to enable them to investigate a charge of defalcation against an
Outport Sub-Collector of Customs ; while the sureties of the late Trea-
surer have been proceeded against, and his family’s property has been
seized under a Writ of Extent by the Crown, for alleged defalcaticns in
his department, only discovered, it is said, after his decease, amounting to
over £6,000,and extending over several years ; the sureties of the pre-
sent Treasurer have been expressly exonerated by their bonds from lia-
bility by reason of any loss that may occur from depositing the public mo-
nies, which pass through his hands, in a local branch of a private Bank,

chiefly owned by parties not resident in the colony.

~ For over twenty years has Mr. Secretary Crowdy held his present po-
sition as Colonial Secretary and chief Adviser of every successive Govern-
or, occasionally acting as Adwinistrator of the Government. It is notori-
ous that whoever may be the Governor, he ultimately becomes the ruler
of the Island. ~ All the evils and abuses of the Government have occurred
during his connexion with it; and it has often been & matter of surprise
to many that defalcations could have happened in the Treasury Depart-
ment on which he drew, or must have known all the warrants that were
drawn on the late Treasurer, without his being able to detect and expose
them, during the life-time of his co-official. By an act of the local Legis-
lature of 1845, the Secretary was constituted the Receiver of Crown
Rents for Crown Lands. In 1847, the late Mr. Templeman, who was &
Colonial Clerk in the Secretary’s Office, acted as Clerk to the Receiver,
and payments were frequently made of those rents to him, he giving re-
eeipts on behalf of the Receiver, who was allowed a commission for collec~
tion of five per cent. on the amount of Rents received. In the year of
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1852 an account of Crown Rents was furnished to the Assembly by Mr.
Secretary Crowdy, in which it is stated that in the year 1847, “ the sum
of £286 8s. 5d. was received, but not accounted for, by Mr. Templeman
in this year.,” This account appears in the appendix to the Journals of
the Assembly for 1852, page 284, and the evidence of Mr. Secretary
Crowdy thereon will be found in page 184. This defalcation was unknown
to the Assembly until years after Mr. Templeman was dead, His estate
was insolveiit, and the colony has been wronged of the amount. But the
real defaulter, we may fairly assume, even admitting Templeman appro-
priated the money to his own use, is not the dead Clerk, but the paid liv-
ing Receiver of Crown Rents, whose influence and high position have hi-
therto screened him from justice. He acknowledges no responsibility to
the people, and therefore may treat public opinion, or his individual
liability, with equal indifference, :

For want of proper and detailed returns of the expenditure in the dif-
ferent Public Departments, the Legislature has been invariably delayed
in the discharge of its business } and from this cause, and the obstructive
and tardy policy of the Council, the sessions of the Assembly have been
unreasonably and unnecessarily protracted until members from distant
Outports have become wearied, and obliged to retutn to their homes be-~
fore their public business had been done.

Irresponsible Commissioners to superintend the erection of Public Build-

ings have been appointed by the Executive, under whom very large sums
of money have been squandered in the erection of very inferior, though
expensive buildings. In 1851 the sum of £7,500 was voted by the Le-
gislature for the erection of a Peuitentiary in St. John’s; and the Com-
missioners, instead of completing a suitable building for the sum, which
was guite sufficient for the purpose—there being less crime committed in
Newfoundland than in any other colony under the British Crown, as
shewn by the public records of the colony—expended about £8,700 in pay-
ing for the materials, and erecting the basement. The Executive then
applied to the Assembly for a further sum of £7,000 or £8000 to fin-
ish the building, which was, of course, refused.

This is the system of rule pursued in your oldest transatlantic colony ;
the abuses to which we have referred, are only mentioned as specimens
to illustrate its general working. Can it be expected in all justice,:that
men of common sense, with a reverenee for British Institutions inherited
from their fathers, and a knowledge of their rights; will tamely submit to
the degradation of such a system ? . Paying all our own ' Civil Expendi-
ture, let us have a trial of Self-government, and if Newfoundland should
form an exception to the other North American Colonies iri working out
its principles,.and prove itself unworthy of such a boon, disfranchise it
then, and place it under the rale of some Fishing Admiral, or Naval Com- .
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mander, as in former days. But let it first have, what it never yet has
had, since Cabot first discovered it—a fair trial; and we pledge the
known virtue, well-tried loyalty and intellect of its inhabitants, that they
will prove themselves worthy of the concession, and capable of appreciat-
ing the blessings of Self-government.

We have the honor to be, &e., &e.,

PHILIP F. LITTLE.

ROBERT J. PARSONS.
. '3 Grace

The Duxe of Newcastie, H. M. Principal
Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, &e. &c.

(No. 2.)
Tavisrock Horer, LonDON,
July 20th, 1853, }
My Lord DukEg,— :

As Delegates from the House of Assembly of Newfoundland to the Im-
perial Authorities, on the subject of its demand for a reform in its system
of Government, it becomes our duty to state its claims to participate in
the great principles of Executive respousibility, which form the funda-
mental basis of the British coustitution, and which are therefore claimed
by the people of that colony as their inalienable birthright as British
subjects,

Newfoundland is the oldest colony in Nerth America under the domin-
ion of our Gracious Sovereign. As early as 1540 its Fisheries were
considered of immense importance to England. In 1618 there were 200
English ships engaged in them ; and in 3626 there were 150 ships thus
employed from Devonshire alone, supplying the Spanish and Italian mar-
kets with the produce of their voyages. Such was the importance attach-
ed to their possession of that valuable island—being the key to British
America, standing nearest to England of all her transatlantic possessions,
and commanding both the Atlantic on one side and the Gulf of St. Law-
rence on the other,—that the Ministers of William III. did not hesitate
to deem the encroachments of the French on its.xrich and prolific waters,
as one justifiable cause of the hostilities which broke out between Eng-
land and that Power in the early part of that Monarch’s reign. The in-
habitants of Newfonundland Lave had to sustiin many a severe conflict
with the French for British sapremacy, frequently sealing their loyalty
with their blood; and the British Navy has been_ largely supplied with
hardy and intrepid seamen nursed upon the coasts of Newfoundland.
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It is to be for ever regretted that an unwise policy induced the Imperi-
al Government to cede a large portion of the best of the fishing grounds
to our old enemies, and thus gave them the means of fostering a rival
power upon the seas, which is growing every day into more - striking im-
portance ; and, as illustrating the value they attach to these possessions,
the French Government of to-day chiefly rely upon their Newfoundland
Fisheries to supply seamen for their Navy, aud, to this end, expend annu-
ally the enormous sum of 8,900,000 francs!

The policy pursued towards that colony up to the year 1697 was of a
most extraordinary description—all settlement was forbidden under se-
vere penalties—and it was not until the year above-mentioned that per-
manent possession of land was permitted, and then, and for more than a
century afterwards, cultivation was not allowed farther than a few yards
from the sea-shore.

In 1763, however, there were 400 sail of shipping trading between it,
the mother country, and other parts of the British dominions. In 1764
the British Parliament established the Cusfoms in that colony, the head
Collector being stationed at Boston; and although the inhabitants, like
their fellow subjects in Boston, at.first resisted what they conceived to
be an illegal imposition of taxes, levied and spent without their consent
or control ; yet, like the latter, their allegiance has to this day remained
unshaken. Their sacrifices by the course they pursued in relation to the
American war were great ; for when that occurred, their trade with por-
tions of the old colonies, being now part of the United States, amounted
to £250,000 sterling annually, with increasing prospects; but it has
never acqnired its former footing since the passing of the Act of Con-
gress of 1775, suspending commercial intercourse with the British Colo- -
nies, and the final separation of the United States from the family of
British Colonial brothérhood.

In 1796 the probable amount of capital vested in our Iisheries' was
one-and-a-half million pounds sterling. So long as the French could be
kept out of the field of competition, our trade, fisheries, and population
flourished. In 1813, for instance, just before the close of the second
American war, the exports from Newfoundland amounted to £2,848,976
sterling ; by the treaty of Paris, howevel, our rivals were reinstated on
our shores to subserve the views of lmperial policy. In 1816 there were
80,000 inhabitants on the island, and 800 large vessels employed in its
trade, yleldmg a very large 1evenue to the Tmpetial Exchequer

Until 1832 the system of' government was arbitrary and oppressive ; a
few capitalists or their agents did pretty nearly as they liked with the in-
babitants ; there was no redress for the injured to be found in the colony,
and the voice of complamt lost its force before it reached the ears of the
authorities on this side the Atlantic. .
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In 1032, by Royal Charfer,a constitution was granted to Newfoundland,
executive authority being vested in a Governor and Council, possessing
alzo legislative authority, and a separate legislative branch or House of
Agsembly was also thereby created. Such is the present form of our
constitntion. The Council are irrespensible to the Crown, to the Assem-
bly, and to the People, both for for the advice they give the Governor,
and for their conduct in their executive and legislative capacities. They
have invariably opposed the popular Branch in all important measures of
reform, and general legislation has been rendered almost impossible
through their chstructive conduct. A system of Responsible Government
similar to that in successful operation in the neighbouring colonies is
loudly demanded by the people, so that the Government of the colony
mzy be conducted, in the words and true spirit of Lord Joan Russert’s
Declaration of British Colonial rights — according io the well-understood
wishes of the people, as expressed through their representatives in the House
of Assembly.”

This is the only mode by which the conduct of the Local Executive
will become amenable to public opinion, and the Government secure that
confidence, insight, and power, which are necessary for the interests of
all parties concerned. At present it is without any of these essential re-
quicites; it possesses, nevertheless, the power of doing mischief, of creat-
ics discord, and bringing its own authority into conterapt, as it has dene
by o carcer of misrule and repeated unconstitutional invasions of the rights
cf the people.

‘While even Prince Edward Island, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, with
its population in 1851 of only 65,000, with Imports of about £120,000s
Fxports £55,000, and a Revenue of not more than £25,000, obtained
Responsible Government ;—all that we seek for our old and loyal colony,
~—while we are furnished with the strong and undeniable claim of equal
constitutional right, too long withheld, which her sons have, as scions of
the old stock—with more than historical consequences which have result-
ed to England in the old colonies, and more recently in Canada, by with-
holding popular rights from the sturdy cffspring of her lions,—with the
concessions thet have been wisely made to the neighbouring colonies, in
granting them a practical control in the management of their internal af-
fairs,—and with the Declaration of Earl Grey in his Lordship’s Despatch
to the Governor of Prince Edward Island, dated 27th December, 1849,
that “ it cannot be too distinctly acknowledged, that it is neither possible
nor desirablc to carry on the Government of any of the British Provinces
in North America in opposition to the opinion of the inhabitauts,”—may
we not appeal with confidence to that spirit of justice and fair play which
characterises British statesmen in these days, to redress the wrongs, and
grant the reasonable request of the valuable and important dependency
which we have the honor to represent! Why, we would ask, should she
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lonzer continue the vietim of a local selfish clique, who  flourish at het
expense, who misrepresent her great resources, and sacrifice her best ins.
terests for the furtherance of théir individual ends? Newfoundland has
at present a population of at least 120,000 inhabitants ; her Imports, in-

cluding those of her dependencles, are about £1,000,000 sterling, and
hier Exports exceed that sum ;. her area is more extensive than that of Ire-
land, and she possesses more than a thousand miles of seaboard, indented
with noble bays and safe harbors, having abundance of rich resources;
lands of cultivable character, now chiefly the resort of vast herds of wild
deer ; mines of various kinds Iying dormant, and quarries of almost every
kind of stone, besides marble, limestone and gypsum ; surrounded by wa-
ters teeming with inexhaustible supplies of fish. She has a Revenue of
about £70,000 sterling a year ; she pays her own Civil List amounting to
about £30,000 annually, raised by local taxation. She registers in the
Customs Books of her chief port; 8t. Jobn’s, over 1,100 vessels, 60,000
tons burthen, and 170 English vessels of 16,000 tons burthen, chiefly
owned, and all engaged, in the trade of the colony, besides 9,989 smaller
craft emplqed in the cod-fishery. She sends yearly to the sealfishery
400 vessels, manned by about 14,000 able seamen, and she employs an-
nually 25,000 persons in her general fisheries besides, She has 60,000
acres of land under cultivation,—a resource of much importance to the
industrious fisherman who finds hisfarm a substantial auxiliary to hisfishe-
ery.—Schools have been established, through the exertions of the Assem-
bly, in almost every settlement, and roads are, under the same encou-

ragement, diverging in every direction, connecting one locality with
another.

The commercial relations of this important but neglected colony extend
to Gireat Britain and Ireland, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Naples, Germany,
Denmark, and many other European ports, to the British North Ameri-
can Colonies, the Britisl, Spanish, and Danish West Indies, the Unifed
States, South America, the Ionian Islands, Malta, France, Gibraltar, and
geveral other parts of the world.'

From the capital of thé colony, (which contains 20,000 inhabitaﬁts) a
line of Telegraph is being completed to Cape Ray across the country and
Gulf of St. Lawrence in Prince Edward Island, thence to-the United States
of America: So that steamers touching at St. John’s, which they may do
in less than seven days after leaving Liverpool, may transmit news to the
most distant part of the American Continent several days before any other
conveyance could possibly accomplish it.

Such is a brief outline of the prominent features which mark the colo~
ny whose claim to Self-government we  respectfully advocate; and we
earnestly ask, does not the picture we have hurriedly sketched prompt
you to believe that the colony of Newfoundland is equally entitled to o
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reformed system of Government with Canada, New Brunswick, or Nova
Scotia, and certainly far more entitled to it than, comparatively speaking,
the very inferior Island of Prince Edward ?

We have the honor to be, &c., &c.,

PHILIP F. LITTLE.
ROBERT J. PARSONS.

His Grace
The Duke of NEwcasTLE, &c. &c. &ec.

NOTE.

The population of Newfoundland is at least........vieecviene v 120,000
The average value of Exports is as follows, yearly :—

Dried Cod Fish, quintals.............e. 1,017,674 £493014
Oil, gallons.seeees cenreeecreisnnencoeneenes 2,744,910 319,977
Seal skins, NO..cieeverienernrescenensennns 511,630 76,596
Salmon, tierces..ccoee covnrs enees Cetrerenans 4,025 12,024
Herrings, barrels......ccon cvneencenansns 36,259 18,261
Bait, &c., sold to the French........... 15,000

£934,872

Besides our Lobrador Exports of the ebove articles, say 360,000

Total EXports......ceeescvernvceinannnees  £1,234,872

Amount of native produce consumed in the country yearly, viz:—
Agricultural produce......coeeeneecverensennnennnnns £252,992
) T3 R 75,000
Game—Venison, Partridge, and Wild Fowl.... 10,000
Timber-—Boards, House stuff, Staves, Hoops, &¢. 75,000

Fish—Fresh of all kinds...c.. vocvesvenaens sesvesenn 43,000
Oiluucses ceriae seseneinecnne sesems semene ent s sonnseanes 10,600
Vessels built in the colony.....ccoccevunniininnenss 15,000
Total annual produce........c.ceenns £1,716,464

The value of property engaged in the Fisheries J
FearlY, 18u.uece crnraasennne vistnnenn cer s sen sennne 529,000

Sterhing ceeeviiiriereercioveera 00 £2,236,464

The annual Imports are at least .......... verves eerere asvevaenises 351,000,000
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‘We also addressed many of the members of both Houses of Parlia-
ment, enclosing copies of those documents and soliciting their support
and the exercise of their influence in promoting the objects of our
missien.

According to appointment. we then waited ‘on Josepr Hume, Esq.,
M. P., at his residence in Bryanstone Square, with a copy of the Resolu-
tion of the Assembly, soliciting him to present the Address of the As.
sembly on the subject of Responsible Government to the House of Com-
mons, and to use his powerful co-operation, as an experienced and influen-
tial member of the House of Commons, on behalf of this colony. This ve-
teran, consistent, and disinterested advocate of Colonial Reform and Popu-
lar rights, cheerfully consented to undertake the advocacy of the cause of
Newfoundland, and to use every constitutional means in his power to for-
ward the views of the Assembly, stating that he had been for nearly a
quarter of a century advocating Responsible Government for the British
American Colonies, and his conviction that it was not only the right of
these Colonies, one and all, to possess it, but he conceived it to be the
interest of the mother country to concede it.

Having then entered into a history of the abuses of the present system
of rule pursued in the colony, he inquired into the extent of its resourc-
es, population, trade, revenue, and public expenditure, and expressed his
surprise that Newfoundland had not been in the enjoyment of Self-govern-
ment as well as any of the neighbouring Colonies. He then addressed a
letter to the Duke of Newcastle, requesting his Grace to fix a day for
our interview, and kindly offered his services to accompany us and offer
his assistance at the interview.

We were equally successful in obtaining the advice and co-opera-
tion of other influential members of Parliament of weight with the Govern-
ment.

In accordance with appointment, we waited on His Grace the Duke of
Newcastle; at the Colonial Office, in the afternoon of Tuesday the 27th
July. Mr. Hume having expressed his desire to introduce us to the noble
Secretary, we waited in the ante-room some few minutes for him, but
being engaged on'a Committee then sitting on India affairs, as we learn-
ed, we sent in our cards, and were forthwith ushered into the presence of
the Duke. His Grace received us in the most courteous manner. We
presented the Address of the Assembly on Responsible Government, a
duplicate of which, he stated, he had prevmusly received and read ; that
he was engaged just as we entered in perusing our printed documents
(No. 1 and 2) and he would be happy to hear any observations which we
deemed it proper to offer in addition to the matters therein set forth.—
He then listened patiently while the grievances of the people . of New-
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foundland were being unfolded, in the course of which the veteran friend
of the Colonies, Mr. Hume, came into the office, and was heartily and
blandly received by the noble Secretary, and having apologised for not
being in time to introduce us, playfully said, ‘I dare say, however, these
gentlemen were well able to introduce themselves.” The Duke stated
that when Mr. Hume arrived, Mr. Little was giving a statement of the
affairs of Newfoundland, which he would be pleased to continue until he
had concluded the remarks he intended making. After the Delegates
had concluded their preliminary explanations and observations, Mr.
Hume remarked that the observations and facts which His Grace had
thus heard with relation to the affairs of Newfoundland, were, in his
opinion, perfectly correct ; they were, however, merely a repetition of
those abuses and that state of circnmstances which existed under the old
system of misrule pursued so long and so unwisely in the other British
North American Colonies; that they were in fact inseparable from such
an imperfect form of Government as that in force in Newfoundland; that
the only cure for those evils was Self-Government, the concession of
which, when he first demanded it for Canada, in company with the Cana-
dian Delegates, would have prevented the rebellion which subsequently
occurred and distracted the peace of that fine country ; that it was no-
torious that noue of the British American Colonies would be satisfied with
anything short of the management of their internal affairs, and he ex-
pressed his astonishment that this important colony should be denied its
rights and privileges, while the neighbouring possessions of Canada, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, and even Prince Edward Island, were progress-
ing with marked success, since they obtained the control of their own
affairs, and that such a denial would amount to an abrogation of the doc-
trine of the present ministry. '

The Duke declared that he was much pleased to receive the full deta1I
with which he had been favored by the Delegates, of the past and present
circumstances of Newfoundland. That his attention had been called to
the subject of Responsible Government some three or four months since,
by the Governor of the Colony, upon the adoption of the Address by the
Assembly, and he had gwen the matter some consideration, though he
had not had sufficient time, owing to his parliamentary and official duties,
to decide on the matter ; and after inquiring how long the Delegates in-
tended remaining in England, on' being informed that they awaited his
pleasure, he stated his fear that at so late a stage of ' Parliament, and the
great amount of business then falling on him to discharge, it would, he
feared, be difficult for him to consider the affuirs of the colony in all
their bearings upon the important question of a change of constitution,
during the sitting of Parliament. But that he would, at as early a day
©s pos&ble, take into his serious consxderatlon the whole case, and submiy
it for the decision of the Cabinet. It was true, his Grace continued, thaf;
he entertained the opinion ascribed to him, that the colonies, wherever it
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was found practicable, should have tke fuil measure of Respensible Gov-
ernment consedcd to thema—that if they were fit fcr Reoresentalive In~
stitutions, they were ccrtainly entitled to Self-government; tha: it was
ot the interest of the Parent State, nor his desire, to witaboid i sys-
tem of rule; but it weuld be admitted by the Delegates, he thougnt, that
there were objections urged against the introduction of that system iato
the colony at present, which might be obstacles—not insuperable cbsta-
cles certzinly—but supposed or apparent ones, which, if founded ia fact,
might interfere with the harmonious, and effective working of such & gov-
crumeat. These obstacles might exist, for instance, in communities
which were not of one description of people—where, from the nature of
the poprlation and the limited representation, it might be difficult o &rd
a sufficient number of persons qualified to carry out the system and jus-
tify the necessary increase of Representatives, for that purpose, or wher2
divisicos occur between different decominations of Christians, Now, with
referznce to the present application, he would wish it to be clearly uader-
stood, that he did not mention these as insuperable obstacles, or thatke
regarded them in that light; but as matters that should, of conrsz, te con-
sidered with the whole question in all its points of bearings, before he
could be expected to arrive at a satisfactory concluing.

fr. Hume here said to his Grace, give the colony Responsib‘e Gov-
ernieent and all the usual requirements will be found to carry ic on, as
they have been found in the other colonies, particularly in the smalier
Islazd of Prince Edward, which was inferior in point of population and
resources to Newfoundland ; that the sectarian differences to which his
Grace referred,if they existed,would soon find their level and thzir best cor-
rective in the principles of Executive respounsibility and free governmant,
That he was acquainted with the views of some parties, formerly connecte
ed with the trade of Newfoundland, and they were under the impressican
that no change should take place there that would not subserve their
class interests or meet their very contracted policy. That Sir Alexander
Bannerman’s administration of the affairs of Prince Edward Island form-’
ed a remarkable contrast to that of former Governors, who had invariably’
failed in their efforts to satisfy the people of that colony, or carry on it
Government successfully

The Duke remarked that Mr. Hume knew how sincere his Grace wes
in his endeavours to carry out fully Colonial Reform ; and the instance
referred to by Mr. Little, where his Grace recently expressed his opin-
ions.on the affairs of Jamaica, was an evidence of that sincerity, and as
such he wished it to be regarded.—After a prolonged discussion on the.
political circumstances of Newfoundland, the Delegates requested permis-
sion. to furnish bis Grace with a supplemental statement in answer to the
two objections that were regarded with any degree of 1mportance by hxm,
to which he cheerfully assented. ' R TIRATD
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They then referred to the great necessity of Reciprocal Free Trade
with the United States, and the impolicy and injustice of excluding this
colony from a participation in any arrangement which may be concluded
on that subject.

Upon this topie, as well as upon the other, it was evident that the au-~
thorities of the Colonial office had been misled—they believed; until
they had seen the Resolutions of the Assembly on Free Trade with the
States, that the people of the Island were entirely opposed to the propo-
sition ; and his Grace was therefore rather taken by surprise, when the
Delegates assured him that a strong desire existed in the colony to see it
accomplished—they further said that it was essential to the prosperity of
Newfoundland,—seeing that the French had, by reason of their bounties,
almost excluded the Colonists from many of their best foreign markets
for their staple produce, and that many of our able-bodied fishermen are
leaving our shores to obtain remunerative employment in the United
States.

His Grace stated that he regarded this as a subject of vast importance;
that it had been for some time under the consideration of the two govern-
_ ments—that his views were in favor of the most unrestricted commercial
relations, and he could see no reason why Newfoundland should form an
exception in any general arrangement that may be concluded with the
United States on this subject, provided any deficiency which might there-
by be created in the revenue could be otherwise supplied. That he was,
in this view, quite in favor of the proposition. That there was a gentle-
man connected with bis department, who had recently arrived from Cana-
da, conversant with the subject, with whom he would wish thé Delegates
to confer on the details of this question, as it might affect Newfoundland,
and also in relation to the French Fisheries, adverted to by them; but
before concluding that interview, he was most anxious to impress upon
the Delegates the necessity of abstainicg from extremes in reference to
the Fishery question—that is, with the French and Americans. In the
present state of political affairs, it was above all things desirable that the
greatest caution should be used—one injudicious act on the part of the
Colonists might involve the Union in a war which might distarb the
peace of the world ; and rather than such should be the alternative of
pressing extreme xights, it would be a question for consideration whether
the sacrifice of the whole colony would not be preferable.

The Delegates replied that the Colonists ‘wanted no more than their
rights, fair play for their talents, and a clear field for their industry and
enterprise. They had, however, been seriously injured'by the competi~
tion and encroachments of the Frencfl; and added to these causes of dis-
content, they were stung with mortification fo find the local: Exécqtivd‘
lending their influence to oppose their desire for ‘extended ‘markets for
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the produce of their labor. That if a system of rule were established in
which they reposed confidence, there was no doubt but a majority of the
people’s representatives would always be found to give practical effect
to the views of the Colonial Minister, so long as they were conducive to
the welfare of the colony. But at present the people had no motive for
consuldng his wishes, and any change which had a tendency to relieve
the country from its continued and prolonged depression, and. elevate their
hopes of improving their condition,"wonld be preferable to a system of
government, alike contracted in principle and practice, under which the
vast and valuable resources of the colony were left undeveloped, its pro-
gress relarded, and the political existence of the Colonists ignored, except
for the purpose of yielding taxes, which, it was only candid to assume,
they would not long continue to pay, after the successful example of con-
stitutional resistance set by Jamaica, should their reasonable demands be
refused and their legitimate rights be any longer withheld. ’

His Grace then requested us to furnish some statistical information
with the supplemental, in relation to the trade and revenue of the Island,
and again assuring us of his anxiety to promote its prosperity, we then
took our leave, well satisfied with our interview, and of the determi-
nation evinced by the noble Duke to render justice at last to New-
foundland.

On Friday the 29th July we had an interview with Mr. Strachey at
the Colonial Department, according to the request of the Duke of New-
castle, on the subject of Free Trade with the United States; and the en-
croachments of the French on the fishery grounds of the colony. This
gentleman evinced a lively interest in the matter of Colonial Frade, (doubt:
less he had the full confidence of the Colonial Secretary,) and entered with
much particularity into its various relations and details, With regard to
Free Trade, he stated that he had been led to believe that it was the
desire of the inhabitants of Newfoundland not to be included in any mea-
sure which might be adopted on the subject; and this impression . was
strengthened by the representations of the Chamber of Commerce of St.
John’s; but he now formed a difforent opinion, looking to the Resolu-
tions of the Assembly, though Mr, Archibald, the Attorney General of
the Island, who had been with him, urged an objection to the proposition
of including that colony, as the loss which would accrue to the Revenue,
by the free admission of American produce, could not be made good.
We removed this erroneous impression, showing that if there were a
Government in the colony which could comimand a majority in the, As~
sembly, there might be any change effected in the Tariff which would be
rendered necessary to meet the objection stated ; that as increased trade.
was anticipated from free intercourse with the Americans, the Imports:
as well as Exports would increase in proportion, and the Revenue would-
not consequently suffer any diminution. Mr. Little entered into an-elabo-.
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rate statement of the Trade Returns of the colony, and ihe advantages
of Reciprocity, and stated that he did not conceive that the impositicn of
an equal rate of five or six per cent, ad valorem, fcr mere purposes of Re-
venue, on certain stated articles imported into the 1lsland foom the Unit-
ed States and all other countries, or into the United States from MNow-
foundland, would not form an obstacle to the proposed arrangzment ; but
if it should be objected to, it should not stand in the way of 2 settiement
of the question, as the advantages to be derived by the colony fiom the
measure far outweighed a deficiency of Revenue, whick could be ezsily
supplied by fairly reducing the Civil List and re-adjusting the scale of
duties imposed by the local Legislature.

Mr. Strachey then stated his convictions that no measure of Reciproci-
ty would be completed without including Newfoundland in any general
agreement that might be effected, or in a separate ciansz bearing upon
her peculiar position on the score of her revenue, anc tact ke would be
happy if we would see Mr. Cardwell, the President of the Boar? of Trade,
on this subject. We stated our consent, and he undertook to procure an
interview for us with him.

L]

The other point which was deemed of great moment hy Mr, Strachey,
was the Fishery question. We said with regard to the Freach guestion,
Newfoundland was almost solely interested—other coloniss were not en-
gaged in taking the cod to the extent that we were, and it wes in vefer-
ence to the Cod-fishery that we complained of the encroachments of the
French. He said, as there could be any variety of interpretations of the
treaties between the two nations on the fishery, it would be weil if they
could be amended so as to define the actual rights of both nations. We
agreed that it would be desirable—but we trusted that in any definition
of the treaties, no right now possessed by the Newfoundlanders would be
infringed—and particularly that Belle Isle should not be given up, nor’
should any right to fish for bait on our coast be permitted. He said, there
was no intention whatever to give up Belle Isle, but a concurrent right to
fish there was mooted. We said, it would be just as well to surrender
Belle Isle altogether, as to allow the French a right to fish there—it was
a station of the greatest importance to a large portion of the population of
the colony who traded and fished at the Labrador.  Well, he said the
questions on which there was a difference of opinion with the French
could only be settled by a compromise on both ‘sides—the Newfound-
landers should not be too extreme ; they might be less benefitted by
seeking too much, as by wisely conceding a little: He thought it would-
be most expedient that, as residence or establ@‘éliment was now forbidden
on certain portions of the shore, where good’soil existed, that this partof
the coast should be given up to the exclusive possession of the Colonists
—that is from Cape Ray to ‘a point, say, equidistant from it ‘and Cape
John—and the other part should remain in‘the possessionof the French
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exclusively—this would remedy the present doubtful mterpretatxon of the
treaties with respect to concurrent rights of fishery. As to allowing them
to take bait, he said, it was asked for, but not up to this present moment
decided—but he thought that if we allowed the Americans the right of
ﬁshely, we couldn’t keep the bait from the French. We said we would
rather risk that than give the French any right of taking bait—unless
they would agree to make good the loss which such a right would inflict
upen the colony. Mr. Strachey said there was something about an offer
of £5,000 on the part of the French. We said, such a sum was a mere
bagatelle—three times that amount would not repair the damage such a
surrender of our right would inflict upon the people of Newfoundland.
Well, but if, said be, you will give up nothing, bow can the matter be set-
tled ? We said, if the British Government gave the French the right of
fishing at Belle Isle, and the right to take bait, they might as well give
up Labradcr, if not the entire Colony, to the French, for it would be im-
possible 10 compete with people who receive from their Government, in
bounties, for every quintal of fish they catch, more than our fishermen can
zell their’s for. After a long discussion, he said; the amendment of the
Treaties would have the best consideration of the Goverament, and with
a due régard to Imperial interests, the interests of the Colonists would be
protected. We said, we should be happy to convey the pleasing intelli-
gence to the people of Newfoundland, that the Britishi Government had
no idea of giving up Belle Isle, or of allowing the French to fish for bait
on the shores of the colony. Mr. Strachey begged us not to take what
he said as coming from the Government, for he did not know their views
authoritatively, but he merely stated what he believed to be the disposi-
tion of the Government upon thése important subjects.

Mr. Strachey kindly favored us with d sccoid interview, in which he
entered into the details of the foregoing questions, and obtained i writ-
ing the particulars of the duties collected on the articles imported into,
Newfoundland, which may be exempt nnder the proposed arrangement of
reciprocity.

The encroachments of the French were again discussed, especially with.
reference to the rights of the Néwfoundlanders to the exclusive fishery of
the Salmon-brooks and Rivers, from which they had expelled many of our
fishermen. He stated that such an cssumption was not justified by the
treaties. We replied that their wholé systen of fishery was in difect viola-
tion of the ‘treaties ; that their use of Bultowes and inimense Cod Seines,
as they were in the habit of using them, was particularly injurious to our
fisheries, and not authorised by, but contrary to, the ¢ mode of fishery"”
guaranteed by treaty : that the Leglslature had made. provmon for the
employment of a small Steamer to protect our, ughts and prevent our fish-
ermen from supplying the French Bankers with bait. Hesaid, that tbere
was no objection to that course, provided matters wezg_ prpdegtly wanag-
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ed, and that he hoped by that means and the exertions of the Imperial
Government, these vexed questions would be speedily, amicably, and sa-
tisfactorily settled with the French Government. According to his re«
quest, Mr. Little left with him Mr. Andrews’ late excellent Report on
the Trade and Fisheries of the United States and the British North Ameri-
can Colonies, and other documents in support of our views,

Upon the subject of making St. John’s a Port of Call for a line of
Steamers running from some port in the United Kingdom to either Cana-
da or the United States, which we also brought "under the notice of the
Government, we were informed by Mr. Strachey that he had no doubt
that as soon as definite arrangements were made for such a line of steam~
ers, and they began to run permanently, the British Government would
send the English mails intended for Newfoundland by them, as such a
step would be of great importance to the people of the celony ard ap-
peared not only reasonable, but highly desirable.

On the 30th July we adddressed the following letter to His Grace the
Duke of Newcastle, with the supplemental statement marked No. 3; and
it will be seen by the tenor of these, that we placed mattersin as fair and
clear a light as possible, and pressed our application for a prompt and de-
finite decision, as far as we prudently could :—

Tavisrock HoTer, Loxpox,
, July 30th, 1853. '

My Lorp Duke,—

We have the honor of transmitting to your Grace our supplemental
statement of the claims of Newfoundland to Responsible Government, and
our reply to the only two objections to the concession, which you appear-
ed to regard with any degree of importance.

Not knowing on what facts or representations the opponents of the de- -
sired reform, connected with the local Executive, rely to-support: these
objections, which we assume have emanated from them, and they having
twice rejected in the Legislative Council a proposition made by the House
of Assembly to send Delegates from both branches of the Legislature,
_ that the question at issue between them might be fairly discussed, we
‘have therefore embodied in our reply only such general proofs of our . po-
sition as are supplied by the Journals of the Assembly, the Blue Books
farnished by the local Executive, and our own knowledge of the affairs of
the colony. ‘ R

Of course, we could not be expected to meet a series -of misrepresenta~
tions, with the exact nature whereof we are unacquamted but the existence
of which, we presume, from the necesity the'local authorities “have plac-
ed themselves under, of making out some justification for the course they
have adopted with reference to the repeated -collisions which' have tak~
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en place between the Executive and the popular branch of the Legis-
lature:

Wide-spread public discontent and active political strife are the natural
results of a system of Government resting for support on Representatives
directly responsible to the people, and an Executive repudiating all popu-
lar control and pursuing an arbitrary policy, subversive of the interests
of the Crown and the country, with confident impunity, on account of their
distance from the seat of that power to which they are amenable, and
whose decision they have always anticipated in their own favor, from their
confidential relation to the Imperial authorities, and their consequent fa-
cility of giving a favorable coloring to their transactions.

If, therefore, evils have lown from such a source, we: -have no doubt
that, upon a full consideration of the facts, your Grace’s impartial and dis-
criminating judgment will lead you to conclude, that the faults-and er-
rors of the past—whatever they may have been—in the government of
Newfoundland and the working of its constitution, as in the neighbouring
colonies, under the old regime—are rather attributable to the system,alike
unnecessarily expensive to the colony, and productive of discord in- the
hands of unscrupulous men, who have frequently provoked resistance by
the contempt with which they have treated public opinion,—than to any
peculiar constitution of its society, or an erroneous estimate of the value
.of free institutions by the people.

In conclusion, we beg to inform your Grace that, as. we are desirous of
leaving England in the Lady Eglinton, which will leave Liverpool on the
18th August, and, without wishing to be deemed importunate, we trust
that you may have sufficient leisure to decide .the case of that old-and
loyal colony, in the meantime, that we may be enabled - to-avail of* that .
only opportunity- of direct steam communication likely “to-be had for
some time, in ‘completing our ‘voyage of over six thousand ‘miles,-and
bearing, as we fervently, hope to the homes of our fellow-colonists; a- guar.
antee of your impartial justice and sincere interest in their peace-and wel-
fare.

We have the honor to e,
My Lord Duke,
Your Grace's most devoted and obedient servants,
- “PHILIP 'F. LITTLE.
. ROBERT.J. PARSONS,

His Grace :
The'Duxe of NEwcastLE, &c.' 8c.'&e.
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(No. 3.)
SUPBLEMENTAL STATEMENT.

Tavistock Horer, Lonpox, ‘
July 28th, 1853.

My Lord Duxe,—

On behalf of the Honse of Assembly of Newfoundland, we beg to ten-
der our sincere acknowledgments for the cordial and gratifyisg manner
in which your Grace was pleased to receive us, in company with Mr.
Hume, on the 26th instant; for the marked attention paid to our state-
ment of the affairs of that imporfant colony ; for the frank expression of
your enlightened opinions, and the lively interest manifested by you in
the great objects of our mission. By the spirited subjects of that ancient
Dependency, who have been heretofore treated with more than ordinary
neglect, the details of our interview with your Grace will be received
with lively gratitude and unfeigned satisfaction. In regarding the views
expressed by your Grace as the indication of an earnest desire for a re-
form in its Government, and a compliance with the wishes of its inhabit-
ants, we feel confident that we form a correct estimate of your high and
honorble character as a British Statesman, and of that wise and just colo-
nial policy which you bave adopted as a general rule, in conferring Self-
government upon the Colonists wherever it is practicable.

In the course of our interview with your Grace, there were two points
which aappeared to have some weight with you, in reference to the pro-
priety of conceding Responsible Government to Newfoundland, though
you very fairly stated that you did not regard them in the light of insu-
perable objections. .The first was the supposed difficulty of finding &
sufficient number of persons in the colony qualified to conduct that sys-
tem, and justify an adequate increase of its representatives ; and, second--
ly, the alleged existence of such sectarian differences among the popula-
tion as might interfere with its harmonious working. In accordance with
your kind permission, we shall briefly address ourselves to these objec~
tions ; and, we trust, to the entire satisfaction of your Grace.

Looking at the pursuits of our population and their communication
with all quarters of the world—the extent of. thexr trade, and the know-
ledge they must possess to transact their affairs, and the amount of po-
" litical information acquired by them in the exercise of their pohtxcal rights,
as well as from the agitation of constitutional questions in .that and the
neighbouring colomes,——we would respectfully submit, that in such a po-"
pulation of 120,000, there would be no’ dlmculty in finding a sufficient’
number of persons qualified by their local knowledge and general intelli-
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gence, as well as by their position in society, and their professional and
other pursuits, to manage their own public affairs.

It is difficult to adduce direct proof of the existence of such intelli-
gence in the wass of the population of Newfoundland as would qualify
them for Representative Institutions. It is only by analogy, or compar-
ison with other Colonies which possess self-government, that we can best
exhibit to your Grace their fitness for the reception of those rights
which, as British subjects, the people of that Colony claim at your
Grace’s hands. We state it.advisedly when we declare, that néither
Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, nor Piince Edward Island has, for
the extent of its population, the aggregate of inteliigence  enjoyed by
Newfoundland. Her merchants, planters, and middle cluss generally, are
inferior to none in ordinary intelligence; and it is from these classes,
who are sufficiently numeorus, that ti:e future Legislators of the colony
will invariably be drawn. The electors, the greater proportion of whom
include the mechanics and fishermen who are householders, are not, in the
least, of an inferior grade to the same class in England—possessed of
great morality, discretion, and peculiar genius and industry, rarely to be
met with elsewhere among the sa-ne class of men. It is no uncoromon
occurrence in Newfoundland for a planter to fcll and bripg out of the for-
€st timber and other materials necessary to construct a vessel—to build
her from keel to topmast himself, aud afterwards to take charge of and
navigate her, in presecuting the trade of the colony.  Surely, then, such
men are not to bo supposed devoid of that intellectuality which would
qualify them to become the recipients of a system of constitutional rule,
under the enjoyment of which they observe their sister colonists thriving,
and excelling in every social respect, while they are struggling beneath
an anomalous representative form of Government in which they place no
confidence:

An objection similar to the first was urged by Earl Grey with refer-
ence to Prince Edward Island, with its more contracted population and
resources, where it was more likely to hold good than in Newfoundland ;
but practical experience has shown that, even there, under the enlightened
administration of Sir Alexander Bannerman, there existed no real founda-
tion for the assumption.

The increase of our Representatives has been deemed desirable by the
Assemhly, for the despatch of public busiress, with a due regard to the
proper sub-division of Leglslatlve labors, especmlly as the Govetnmen‘
have faken little of no part in the preparation of general measures of Le-
gislation.  Bill after Bill has passed the Assembly to duplicate the pre-
sent number of its members, leaving the existing Electoral Districts as
they were established by Sir Thomas Cochrane in 1832 ; the Cotincil 're-
jected these Bills, and amother-measure,-on this subject; of-a-compromise

s
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character, adopted by the Assembly last session in a spirit of conciliation
towards the Council ; and sought the substitution of 4 close borough sys-
tem, by sub-dividing certain Districts, which would have the effect of
concentrating undue iufluences in small localities, and thus endanger the
integrity of the representative principle. Hence 1o lew has been formed
on this subject by the local Legislature, and we deem it utterly hope-
less to expect the present Council to agree to any just or generally ac-
ceptable measure on this head.

With reference to the second point; we would respectfully refer to the
relative numbers of the different denominations of our population, and the
amount of patronage they respectively hold under the Government of the
colony, which may afford your Grace some clue to the motives of the few
individuals connected with the local Executive, who have raised and re-
sorted to every unfair mezns in exaggerating this objection. According te
the Census of 1845, there were in the island, 34,291 members of the
Church of England ; 15,230 Dissenters, nearly all Wesleyan Methodists,
making together 49,521 Protestants; and 46,995 Roman Catholics. The
members of the Church of England enjoy £18,500 sterling, yearly, out of
the Civil Official expenditure; the Wesleyans £500, other Protestant
Dissenters, numbering 970, £2,280 ; and Catholics, £4'593. The Execu-
tive and Legislative Council consists of six members of the Church of
England, three Dissenters (none of them Wesleyans), and one . Catholic.
Duing a period of twenty years, and five general elections, the number of
Protestants returned to the Assembly was thirty-nine, and thirty-six Ca~
tholics. 1n six of the nine Electoral Districts into which the Island is di-
vided, there are a majority of Protestant Electors, both collectively and
separately, as shewn by the anpexed abstract from the Census of 1845.
Although these Districts have possessed the numerical power to. return
members of their predominant persuasion, yet several of them, like. the
Districts where the Catholics are in the majority, have returned persons
of different creeds as their Representatives. - Under such a state of facts,
taken from the records of the colony, we are confident that your Grac:
will see that this objection is only a pretext put forward, most certainly
not by your Grace, but by the local clique, as an expedxent to -prolong
their tenure of irresponsible power.

Objections similar to this were strongly urged against the concession of
Self-government to several of the neighboring colonies, . In many of them
there were stronger sectarian dlﬁ‘erences to be encountered than ever ex-
isted in N ewfoundland and more serious consequences have resulted from
them at one election in Prince Edward Island under the old system, th&n
ever has, or ever will likely occur in our colony, whatever may have been
the mmrepxeswtahons of interested partxes ‘to the contrary

 The. ponulmon of: Canada affords another illuﬁtratmn xnot’ only of nfe’
sectarion. differences, hut also of stropg antipathies arisipg :from: national
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distinctions of.race and language. Until a proper system of Government
was there established, that fine country was tern with internal dissen ions,
and enjoyed neither peace nor prosperity. Under the reformed ad minis-
tration, which has for its foundation equil rights to -all denominations,
the mrganiza:im of society has been improved, .and the gesuine foeelings
of British loyalty and freedom, which exist in all Eiitish North America,
have been strengthened in Canada and «1i the lower Provinces.in the ¢n-
joymeut of Self-government, the principles f which a:e calenluted torec-
ti{y the differences to which we have advertel. Where-all are equally
interested in the proper and economical manag-ment of public affvirs,
aud where there is no peculiar Church establi hmeut to b affucted. by
the change, cr supported by the Colonial Legisluture, there is-1eally no
force in the objection. No undue sectarian ascendaucy. is scuzht by the
Reformers in Newfoundland, and it is evident thet none would be tolera-
ted or practicable ; but the Government of the Colony should,.of course,
pay a due regard to the fair claims of all denominations.

Fcr these reasons, and those previcusly advanced, we trust that your
Grace may be induced to see that such objections are devoid of merit ;
and that you will, by the exercise of your authority, cause ‘the present
Council to be dissolved, distinct Executite - and Legislative Councils
created,.and the salutary principles of Responsible rule fully enforced in
the Colony ; that haimony may be. establisked between - the - eo-ordinate
branches of the Legislature, and the best interests of the country -thus
promoted.

We nave the honor to be,
My Lord Duke,
Four Grace’s most devoted-and ovedient servants,
PHILIP F. LITTLE.

ROBERT J. PARSONS.
His Grace -

The Duxs of NEwcasTLg, &c. &uc. &¢.



44 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

ABSTRACT—CENSUS OF 1845.

District. ProtestantsCatholics.

Conception Bay.......coee crneee e 16,446 |11,580)
Trinity Bay wecoeevinniiiiiincennnns 7,618 | 1,283
Bonavista Bay..evieee verivrarennenn| 5,418 1,809 . e,
FOgO .- verver e eeeeesreee e 5,616 | 1,128| \vhich retum 9
Burin, cocvveiiiin e e vieere el 2,407 1,951 Assembly
Fortune Bay—including LaPoile, y.

which is not in the Electoral

District . .ovveeveeunninn srrees sranes 4,703 392 |
St John’s...uivvveniivinninininnnnen, 6,211 18,985) Which return 6
Ferryland....cc.oovvivnn viiinn v e 169 4,412§ members to the
Placentia and St. Mary’s.......... 1,018 5,455 Assembly.

To this communication we received the following reply :

Coronian OFFICE, E
1st August, 1853.
My Dear Sir,—

The Duke of Newcastle is very much engaged at present, but hopes
to be able to fix some time for the pleasure of seeing you again before
you leave England—that with respect to your note of Saturday, the
Duke wishes me to remind you, that you were expressly told by his
Grace that it would not be in his power, (however willing) to come to any
decision on the affairs of Newfoundland during the sitting of Parliament,
and that before promulgating any such decision, when arrived at, it would
be necessary for his Grace first to communicate his views to the Governor
of the Colony.

Believe me, my dear Sir,
' Your’s, very faithfully,
HENRY ROBERTS,
Private Secretary.

To
P. F. LITTLE, Esq., }

R. J. PARSONS, Esq.

On the receipt of this communication, we addressed the following'
Letter to His Grace, and transmitted it, with Mr. Hume’s of the same
date, to the Colonial Office :
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* Tavistock Horer, LoNDoN,
4th August, 1853.
My Lorp DukE,—

The House of Assembly of Newfoundland having requested us to
solicit 2 member of the House of Lords to present to that branch of the
Leglslature an address similar to that which we had the honor of present-
ing to you, on the subject of Responsnble Government; we take the liber-
ty of soliciting your Grace to honor the colony we represent by taking
charge of it, if you have no particular objection to its presentation.
‘We are induced to make this request froni our unbounded confidence in
you, and your expressed desire to meet the wishes of the inhabitants of
that colony. X

With reference to the communication which we had the honor to re:
ceive from Mr. Roberts on the Ist instant, we earnestly hope that your
Grace may be enabled, consistently with official fule, to comply with the
request contained in Mr. Hume’s note herewith enclosed, which fully ex-
presses ouxr views.

'We have the honor to be;
My Lord Duke,
Your Grace's raost devoted and obedient servants;
PHILIP F. LITTLE.

RORERT J. PARSONS:
His Gracse
The Durz of NEwcastiE, &e. &re. &é.

Mi. Hume's second Letter to the Duke of Newtastle:
'NEWFOUNDLAND.

BryanstoNE' Souarz,
Ath August; 1853,

The Right Hon.
His Grace
The Dure oF NEWCASTLE.
My Lorp,—
After the interview I had the honor to attend Wlth the Deputxes from
the Assembly of Newfourdland, and the satmfactory manner in which you
received their communications, I hope you will'be able to give these gen-
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tlemen some assurance as to the probable course you will recommend to
the cabinet, as to placing that colony on the same footing of Responsible
Government as Prince Edward 1sland and other British North American

Colonies.
™,

I am not aware of any objections to give Newfoundland, as soon as lei-
sure shall permit the necessary arrangements, that kind of Government
which Lord John Russell stated was the best for the colony of Canada,
and which Lord Grey intimated in his despatch was necessary, when ge-
neral objections existed to the present Government,.

These gentlemen do not consider that they will have fulfilled their in-
structions, and the confidence placed in them by the Assembly of the Is-
land, if they return without some more decided and definite answer to
their reasonable and constitutional request.

I have presented the petition of the Assembly to the House of Com-
mons, and only recommended it to the favorable consideration of the
Commons.

I am anxious that nothing more should be said in the Commons, and
that the Deputies should be able to leave England with such an assnr-
ance from your Grace, as would warrant their going back.

I shall be obliged to you at an early time to give this note and the re-
quest of these gentlemen your favorable consideration.

I remain, my Lord
Your obedient servant,

JOSEPH HUME.

While waiting for a.reply to these letters, we determined to request
an interview with Frederick Peel, Esq., M. P. Her Majesty’s Under Secre-
tary of State for the Colonial Department, and having addressed him a
note for that purpose, we received a polite reply from him in compliance
with our desire.

‘We proceeded to the residence of Mr. Peel, in White Hall Gardens, on
the morning of the 9th of August, and were received very affably. We
entered at once into the objects of our mission, having previously furnish-
ed him with printed copies of the General Statements which we had ad-
dressed to the Principal of the Colonial Department. We gave him a
truthful description of the parties in Newfoundland. for and against re-
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form—of its great resources—its healthful and invigorating climate—the
nature of its anomalous Government—the enormous amount of the Civil
List—the abuses of Executive authority—the repeated violations, of the
Council and the Executive, of the privileges of the Assembly—and the
misrepresentations of the local authorities to the Colonial Office. After
a preliminary discussion, he asked if Legislative and Executive functions
were combined in the Council ? How many Officials had seats at the
Board? And whether all were nominees of the Crown? We particu-
larized the number of Officials, and stated that the entire body were
Crown nominees ; he took rotes of our replies. We detailed the number
and nature of the Bills of the Assembly which they had rejected, and he
seemed astonished that they should have rejected them, particularly: the
Census Bill.

He inquired if there was no officer of the Government in the Assembly
to explain the views of the Executive? We stated, there was the Solicit-
or-General, but he was not a member of the Executive, and was supposed
to act only according to instructions ; and that he had been appointed to
the office since his election. He then asked if there was any obstacle to
an officer of the Government being elected? 'We stated there was none.
He said it was not the policy of the Imperial Government to refuse Re-
sponsible Government to any colony which was generally desirous of hav-
ing it. 'We said that there was only a small number of Monopolists in
Newfoundland who opposed the introduction of that system. Monopolist,
he said, was a strong term, how were they Monopolists? and having sa-
tisfied him on that point, he asked, in the event of Responsible Gov-
ernment being conceded, how many offices would be considered politi-
cal ? and having stated our views on this head, by a reference to those
considered so in the neighbouring colonies—he asked whether we would
consider the Surveyor-Generalship one of these, as that was a situation
requiring some knowledge of certain duties and some experience, and he
thought the same with respect to the Collector of Customs?—We said,
that we considered these offices as political ones, and with regard to the
latter, the Royal Instructions made that Official one of the Council, and
consequently a political office. He then referred to the number of Repre-
sentatives as very small ; we agreed with him, and showed our anxiety to
increase the number by duplication without dividing the districts, and
that the Council refused to assent to any, increase; unless by a division. of
districts, which would destroy the present impartial basis,. He then refer-
red to the nature of the present system of voting, and inquired whether it
would not be an improvement to.allow-each voter to have a:vote for-each-
member to be elected, that is, to give a vote in St. Johw’s for: instance, .if
there were six candidates, six votes, and allow him-to give the whole six
for one candidate, thus, he said, affording the minority, who might other-~.
wise be unrepresented, the power of electing a Representative? We did
. not comprehend.how this would.answer; and didinot, on the impulse of
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the moment, express any opinion upon it, further than that we should
congider it. .He asked, had the Colony improved or received benefit by
the Legislature since its establishment? We replied that it had, but by
no means adequate to thé amount of taxation imposed on the people.
We explained the general nature of the improvements in opening Roads;
diffusing Education, erecting public buildings, &c. If Responsible Govern-
ment should be granted, he asked, would the Assembly assent to a perma-
nent Civil List Bill? We replied in the affirmative, provided the Bill were
such a one as would be justified by the circumstances of the colony ; that
attempts had been made to pass such a measure, having a prospective ope-
ration, but as it necessarily reduced the official salaries, it was rejected
by the Council ; that it was unjust to maintain an Imperial scale of sala-
ries, in a small colony, at the cost of the colonists, and refuse them the
power or right of reduction ; that it was equally unjust to impose upon
120,000 colonists the payment of over 3,000 sterling yearly for a Govern-
or——who was, generally speaking, unacquainted with the Island, its people
and resources—whose policy was shaped and directed by a few leading
officials in the Island, who have usually managed to get the Governor to
commit himself to them—bring him in contact with the Assembly, aund
oblige him sooner or later, in self-defence, to malign the people and the
popular branch of the Legislature, in justifying himself before the Impe-
rial Government, and endeavouring to retain the confidence of the Colo-
nial Minister for the time being ;—while the State of Maine, numbering
nearly 700,000 inhabitants, who elect their own Governor for his local and
general knowledge, and his identity with the country and its present and
future welfare, only paid him about £625 a year. We were satisfied to
pay our public servants according to their merits and their positions, but
no more. Reference was also made fo a permanent Revenue Bill by him.
If the Representation were increased, he asked, could qualified persons be
found in the Qutports to represent them ? We replied that if the elect-
ors of the Outport districts conceived that persons from their own locali-
ties would best promote their interests and represent their opinions, they
could have no difficulty in finding such persons among themselves. In
many of them such was the case at present; while in some instances
they have chosen persons residing in the Capital as their representa-
tives.

‘We then referred to Free Trade, and shewed the views of the Assem-
bly upon that and other important questions under discussion. He said
that the Government were in possession of the views of the Assembly, and
that Newfoundland should necessarily be included in any arrangements
which should be effected with the United tafes on this subject, as the

Resolutions of the Assembly must be regarded as reflecting the opmlons of
the people of the colony.

A varety of other subjects were brought under his notice and fully.
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discussed. In closing the interview, the Delegates expressed their gra-
tification at the opportunity thus afforded them of placing the views of
the Assembly before the Government ; as it had heretofore been the
practice of the local authorities, not only to misrepresent the people, but
the Assembly, and they attempted last session to force the Assembly into
a premature exercise of its powers of resistance and the adoption of ex-
treme measures, before they were enabled to place their opinions fairly
before the Home Government ; but if any unforeseen circumstances should
unfortunately arise hereafter to oblige the popular branch to adopt any
such course as the Assembly of Jamaica had successfully adopted in vin-
dication of their rights—a course, however, which they did not anticipate
there would be any necessity to follow,—they would then rest satisfied
to abide the consequences, having done all in their power to avert such
a result, and that the Imperial Government would judge of their motives
and their conduct from the representations of the Delegates, and not
through the contorted medium of any local authority inimical to colonial
freedom. In plain terms, and to speak frankly, that they were pledged
to impose no more taxes on the people, unless they were granted the
management of their own internal affairs. Reposing the fullest confi-
dence in the present Ministry, we expressed our hope that as *all rea-
son and experience prove that those rulers give twice who give quickly,”
a speedy concession of rights too long withheld may justify our high
opinion of their intentions.

The interview then terminated by his assuring us that the Government
had no interest in one system more than another—(except, remarked the
Delegates, in lightening the work of the Colonial office, by throwing the
duties of government in a large degree upon the shoulders of a Responsi-
ble Council)—that the subject of self-government should have the earnest
attention of the Cabinet during the recess, and thanking us for the im-
portant information we had communicated to him.

Having maturely weighed the suggestions made hy the Under Secreta-
ry of State on the matters submitted for his consideration by us, we deem-
ed them so important as to require a more formal and decided expres-
sion of our opinion than we had time or opportunity to give at the inter-
view, and we accordingly addressed a letter to him, of which the follow~
ing is a copy :—

Tavistock Horer, LoNpox,
10th August, 1853.
Sir,—We have the honor to tender our sincere thanks to you for the
very satisfactory interview with which you were pleased to favor us on
yesterday, relative to the affairs of Newfoundland.

With reference to the question of any alteration in the Representation
of that colony, we beg to repeat the deliberate opinion of the Assembly, that,
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judging from the past, no change would be agreed to by the Council, on
this subject, that would be generally acceptable to the public, and conse-
quently that a reform in the system of Government must take place before
the consent of the co-ordinate branches of the Legislature can be had to
a fair measure for increasing the number of Representatives. The evils
of which the colonists complain originate, not in the Representative, but
in the Executive department of the Government, and the Assembly do
not conceive that they would be justified in assenting to an alteration, or
mutilation rather, such as the Council desire, which would not improve
the latter; and having taken time to consider your novel suggestion,
which was cursorily touched by you and not maturely weighed or discuss-
ed by us at the interview, as to allowing each elector as many votes as
there might be members to be returned, with the option of giving all his
votes to a single candidate, or to divide them among different ones at his
pleasure—we take leave to remark, that however well such a system
may be adapted, as an experiment, to the election of a Legislative Coun-
cil at the Cape of Good hope, the whole of which forms but one Electo-
ral District, we are positive it would not by any means answer or be ac-
ceptable for the election of a General Assembly in any colony of British
North America, sub-divided into nine Electoral Districts, as Newfound-
land is, and accustomed to the old. British practice of voting common to
all the British American Provinces. With these divisions of districts, the
change suggested would virtually contract the basis of the Representation,
and give to the smaller number of voters, as much real power, if not more,
than to the larger number, while the territorial divisions remain untouch-
ed ; thusin a district of 4,050 voters, 2,500 of whom vote for six candi-
dates and the remaining 1,550 for three opposing candidates, the latter
three would be elected by an apparent majority of 600 votes, while they
were in an actual minority of 950, without the exxstence of any difference
in the qualification of either set of electors,

We would respectfully remind you, that the right to Self-government
has been affirmed by three distinct Houses of Assembly in Newfoundland
—two-fifths of one of these were nominees of the Crown ; that, according
to the expressed opinions of the members of Her Majesty’s present' Gov-
ernment, that Resolution must be regarded as the emanation of the only
legitimate organ of public opinion in the Colony; and that, having im-
plicit confidenice iu the equal justice of their colonial policy, it is our sole
desire that the cause we advocate for a loyal people of thoroughly Brit-
ish origin should rest upon the ¢ broad and solid principles of truth and
justice,” practically demonstrated by the Iix:eéent ministry towards the
colonies, and avowed by several previous Colonial ministers, partlcularly
by Earl Grey, in a Despatch to the Right Hon. Sir H. Pottinger, of the
2nd November, 1846, with reference to. the Cape of Good Hope, wherein
hig Lordship states, that -« w1thout,antlclp,atmg the views which' you may
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form in communicating with the colonists best qualified to afford you
their aid, I, for the present, confine myself to the statement, that on a
question of this nature, some difficulties may be wisely encountered, and
some appareat risks well incurred in reliance on the resources which every
civilized society, especially every society of British birth or origin, will
always discover within themselves, for obviating the danger incident to
measures resting on any broad and solid principle of truth and justice.
On such a basis, as I am convinced, rests the policy of entrusting the re-
mote dependencies of a metropolitan state with tbe largest powers of
Self-government, in whatever relates to their internal and local affairs.”
A S * «]I bave ever been a convert to the opinion
that, so soon as it is practicable, our colonies should be placed upon a
footing of equality with the parent country, as tending to render them far
sooner, and to a much greater degree, useful to Her Majesty’s dominions
generally, by adding to their power and mutually cementing théir union.
There is a current conducting to liberal measures, which is progressing
quietly but irresistibly, and can neither be stemmed, nor ultimately avert-
ed; and as the Attorney-General remarks, ‘no privileges are so sure to
be abused as principles wrung from reluctant hands.’”’

In conclusion, we would remark that the people of Newfoundland have
been wearied with anomalous and un-British Constitutional experiments.
1f these have failed to give satisfaction, that only proves the superiority
of the real principles of the British Constitution, which have Been~tested_
for ages in the parent country, and have restored peace to your disturbed
possessions, wherever they have been faithfully administered. They,
therefore, anxiously desire to ¢ be placed upon a footing of equality with
the parent country and their sister colonies.”” If occasion should unfor-
tunately arise, then would they prove their loyalty to the Crown, and their
gratitude for justice, at any sacrifice, But what motive can they have for
peace, or how can they be expected to be contented, we would most re-
spectfully suggest, under a system of Government which so far discards
their material interests as to attompt to sacrifice their staple pursuit to
local monopolists, by opposing Free Trade with the United States, in the

face of the various competition which they experienced from the subjects
of France.

We have the honer to ‘be,
Sir,
Your most humble and ‘very obedient servafits,
PHILIP F. LITTLE.
"ROBERT J. PARSONS.
FREDERICK Pzﬁn, Esq., M, P., &c., & |
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We waited on Mr. Hume, on the morning of the 10th August, for the
purpose of determining on our future movements, but found that he had
left home on business. In the course of the day we received the follow-
ing note from him :—

BRyaNsTON SQUARE,
10tk August, 1853.

Mr.-Hume presents his compliments to Mr. Little, and regrets that
great press of business should have prevented him from seeing Mr. Little
and Mr. Parsons this morning. Mr. Hume will be out of town all day
to-morrow, but he, on Saturday morning atten o’clock, will be glad to see
Mr. Little and Mr. Parsons, if they can favor him with a call.

Mr. Hume sends Mr. Little a copy of the Duke of Newcastle’s note to
Mr. Hume, which he requests may be treated as private.

According to appointment, we met Mr. Hume, and having fully discuss
ed the noble Secretary’s letter to him, and the favorable position of our
affairs, and satisfied ourselves that we had done all that was practicable,
Mr. Hume entirely concurred in this view, and embodied his noble sen-
timents in the following excellent Declaration of the Rights of Newfound-
land, and addressed to the Secretary of State a document which, inde-
pendently of all his other valuable services to the cause of our country,
entitles him to the lasting gratitude of the colonists, whose sincere and
well-tried friend he has proven himself to be upon miore occasions than
this:—

BRYANSTON SQUARE,
12th August, 1853.

My Lorp Duke,—

I have seen Mr. Little and Mi. Parsons, Deputies from Newfoundland;
since the receipt of your letter to me of the 5th instant ;. and placing, as
1 do, perfect reliance on the desire of your Grace to place the valuable co-
lony of Newfoundland on the same footing of « Responsible Government’
as the other British North American Colonies ; ‘and knowing that the
Cabinet are at this time pressed by questions of»Foreign Policy, as well
as of domestic arrangements, I quite agree with your Grace that you
should have time to give the important request made by the Assembly of
that Island the fullest consideration. I have recommended these gentle-
men, therefore, not to urge their request for any more definite answer,
than the favorable assurance you gave them at the interview when T was
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present, and to return to Newfoundland without troubling you more with
their application. On behalf of the colony, I would, however, remind
your Grace that the request now made by them for * Responsible Gov-
ernment” has been affirmed by three or four houses of Assembly, and
that the large majority of the inhabitants are anxious to be placed on the
same footing as Prince Edward Island and other British possesions.

They consider that their loyalty to the Crown, and their comparative
greater importance, in many respects, to the adjoining British Possession
of Prince Edward Island, fully and fairly entitle them to the same boon
of Self or Responsible Government, and they anticipate the same favora-
ble results from a similar concession.

I hope at the same time, in justice to the Assembly and to the people
of the colony, that you will direct the publication, by the Government
of the Island, of the decision of Fer Majesty’s Cabinet as soon as it can
be made. 'With these opinicns and impressions of what should be done
at this tinye, I hope the deputies will be inclined to act as I have ad-
vised.

As an anxious friend to the British Colonies, and an earnest advoeate
for equal justice, as the best means of promoting contentment and of in-
crcasing the prosperity of the colony of Newfoundland,

I remain,

My Lord Duke,

Your obedient servant,

JOSEPH HUME.

Tavisrock Horer, LoNponw,
12th August, 18563.

My Lord DURE,—

We have the honor to express our concurrence in the course suggested
by your Grace, and approved of by Mr. Hume, in the accompanying note.
He has kindly consented to continue to communicate with you, if necessa-
ry, on the affairs of Newfoundland.

In taking our leave of your Grace, we beg to assure you that. we are
impressed with the conviction that the affairs of that colony shall be fairly
and finally arranged by you, at your earliest convenience after the rising
of Parliament.—We have no doubt that upon a full consideration of its
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claims for justice, and all the circumstances connected with its present
condition, with regard to its future welfare, you will be enabled to arrive
at a satisfactory conclusion, by following the dictates of your own unbiassed
judgment, and only giving the proper weight to the representations of
parties interested in' defeating the cause of good government in that im-
portant colony, which involves its permanent peace and prosperity. In
conclusion, we hope that the decision ofthe Government may be published
in the Royal Gazette of Newfoundland before the next meeting of the lo-
cal Legislature. '

‘We have the honor to be,
My Lord Duke,
Your Grace’s most devoted and obedient servants,
" PHILIP F. LITTLE.
ROBERT J. PARSONS.

To His Grace \
.The Duse oF Newcastie. &ec., &c.

Tavistock HoreL,
10th August, 1853.

Dear Sm,—

‘We took our leave of the Duke of Newecastle, and he gave us every
assurance of his good intentions towards the cause of Newfoundland.

In due time we shall remind you to move for copies of the Despatches,
public and confidential, which have passed between the local Government
of Newfoundland and the Colonial Minister since 1848, on the subject of
the constitution of that colony, Responsible Government, and the estab-
lishment of Reciprocal Free Trade between the United States of America
and Newfoundland. In fact, we shall leave it to you when it would be
prudent to move for them. :

'We saw Mr. Cardwell, or rather one of us, saw him, and on the whole
we have reason to regard the question of Reciprocal Free Teade, so
far as Newfoundland may be cohcerned, with the United States, as in a
safe position. . :

) * ‘With sentiments of the deepest gratitude for your great kindness to us
and the people of Newfoundland, who will remember it with equal grati-
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tEEEEe wish you a prolonged life and health to continue the friend of
jE0d humanity, while we remain,
Dear Sir,
Your’s most faithfully,
P. F. LITTLE,
JENERTIvvE, Esq., M. P. R. J. PARSONS.:

To provide against disappointment in the chapter of accidents, we
deemed it prudent to solicit the support of the able and energetic member
for Manchester, John Bright, Esq., among other influential members of
the Imperial Parliament. He was so kind as to remain in London for a
day, on which he had previously arranged to go to Portsmouth, for the
purpose of affording us an opportunity of laying our case before him, an
act of kindness for which we felt deeply grateful. We found that gentleman
manly and straightforward in his views of Colonial Government ; and after
discussing the affairs of Newfoundland, in which he manifested a lively
interest, expressing surprise that the Government should have withheld
the concessions demanded by the colonists, he cheerfully consented to use
his exertions, in unison with Mr. Hume and other Parliamentary friends
of Colonial Reform in the Imperial Parliament, in vindication of our
rights, should occasion require them.

We subsequently received the following official Despatches from Mr.
Peel, the under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, one of them having
been sent to the local Government for us :—

DowniNG-STREET,
13th August, 1853.
GENTLEMEN,—

I am directed by the Duke of Newcastle to acquaint you, that, in com-
pliance with your request, His Grace bas presented to the House of Lords
the Petition from the House of Assembly of Newfoundland, on the sub-
ject of Responsible Government, referred to in your letter of the 4th
instant, ,

I am,
Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
, FREDERICK PEEL.
P. F, Lit1ie, Esq., and
R, J. Parsons, Esq.
Tavistock Hotel.
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DowNING-STREET,
13tk August, 1868k
GENTLEMEN,—
I am directed by the Duke of Newcastle to acknowledge the ‘acgipt
of your letter of the 31st ultimo, transmitting a supplementary smifesnent
of the claims of Newfoundland to Responsible GGovernment,

In reply, I am to acjuaint you that, with every disposition &%agcede
to your wishes for an early intimation of the decision of Her R¥kiésty’s
Government on the important question to which jour letter anddi¥§Een-
closures refer, it will be impossible for His Grace to announce #ti&eci-
sion until the prorogation of Parliament shall have afforded the ré&femsite
leisure for considering the subject. But no unnecessary delay shall take
place in undertaking that investigation.

I am,

Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

FREDERICK PEEL.
F. LirTLe, Esq., and
J. Parsoxns, Esq.
Tavistock Hotel.

P,
R

Having allowed sufficient time to expire, after our returr to the colony,
to enable the Imperial Government to obtain the views of the local Ex-
ecutive on the statements and charges made by us, 2nd to arrive at a de-
cision upon the two principal questions submitted by us, we addressed a
letter to Mr. Hume, requesting him to ascertain if any decision had
been come to, and if not, to urge the affairs of the Island upon the atten-
tion of the Dulke of Newcastle, that we might be enabled to obtain defi-
nite information as to the contemplated policy of the Government, before
the opening of the Assembly. We give the correspondence upon this re-
newed effort, with the exception of the letter of the Duke of Newcastle
to Mr. Hume, of 21st November, which we regret we cannot publish,
as it is marked “private,”” and was only transmitted to us for our
guidance :—

Saint John’s Newfoundlaud,
17th October, 1853.
Dear Sir,— . .
Understanding by information of a reliable character, which we have
just received from Washington, that negociations are progressing between:
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the British Government and that of the United States, on the subject of
Reciprocal Free Trade between the latter country and the British North
American Colonies, and that Mr. Crampton, the British Minister, has not
yet received any definite instructions frotn the Imperial Government
with reference to Newfoundland ; we are therefore obliged respectfully to
request you to apply tothe Duke of Newcastle on this important question,
and ascertain if the Cabinet have arrived at a decision upon it, and the
more important one of Responsible Government. Fearing that foreign
questions have engrossed the attention of His Grace, and that we may be
driven to adopt a course similar to that resorted to by the Assembly of
Jamaica, if redress be not granted without any further delay, we are,
therefore, under the necessity of soliciting you to remind His Grace:of
his promise fo you and to us that he would take up the affairs of this colo-
ny as soon as leisure would permit after the rising of Parliament. The
people of this island will not submit to be kept in a state of suspense, and
at the same time assent to our continuing to impose taxes on them for
the support of an drbitrary and ruinous system of Government. They are
exceedingly grateful for your able and patriotic exertions. May we re-
quest their continuance—the favor of your early attention to this matter,
and that you will be so kind as to inform us of the result of your applica-
tion, while we have the honor to remain;

Dear Sir,

Your very obedient grateful servants,

P. ¥. LITTLE,

e R. J. PARSONS:
Joseen Huwme, Esq., M. P., &c., &ec.

#

BurnrEy Harr, Norroix,
: 17th -November, 1853.
GENTLEMEN,—

I received your letter of the 17th ult., and regret to learn that you
have riot had any communication from the Duke of Newcastl,g on the two
questions of ¢ Reciprocal Free Trade’ and of “ Responsible Government,”
which his Grace assured you, at the interview which I attended in
Downing-street, should receive the éarly consideration of Her MaJesty s
Govemment :

+

I am aware that the affairs of the East of Europe have engrossed much
of the time of the Cabinet, but the important questions submitted by you
from the inhabitants of Newfoundland, ought not to have been neglected,
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and I shall immediately remind his Grace of the promise made, and of the
necessity of not deferring longer to attend to your colony.

I shall communicate the result of my application, and remain
Your ohedient servant,

JOSEPH HUME.
P. F. Lirree, Esq., and
R. J. Parsons, Egq.
3t John's, Newfoundland.

F. S.—~You may rest assured that I shall do all in my power to di-
reet the attention of the Government, and of the Parliament, if the Gov-
ernment do not attend to your late communications.—A. petition in readi-
ness to be presented to Parliament, as I shall judge requisite. would be
o prudent measuve. .

J. H.

Burnney Havn, NorroLk,
24tk November, 1853,

Wessrs.
Lirtie and PARsons, ’
GENTLEMEN,p—

I will not lose a post in sending you a copy of my letter of the 18th
inst,, to his Grace the Duke of Newcastle, and of his speedy answer to
the same, for your guidance.

If you do not receive, as his Grace promises, an answer to your com-
munication, I shall be ready to forward any letter you may wish to send
ghim,

e

I would advise moderation in the communication, as there are Qifficul-
tics which his Grace has in his way to do as he might like,

¥ remain,
Gentlemen,

Yout obedient servant,
' JOSEPH HUME.
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NEWFOUNDLAND.

e e——

Bunyxiey Harn, NorrFoLx,
18tk November, 1853.

His Grace
The DukE orF NEWCASTLE &.c &c
Downing-Street.

My Lorp DukE,—

‘When I had the honor of an interview with your Grace, to urge atten-
tion to the Petition and Memorial from the Assembly of Newfoundland,
you stated to Messrs. Little and Parsons, the Delegates from thence, that
the matters submitted by them, viz: that of free intercourse with the
¢ United States” and a * Responsible Government” for the Island, were
then under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Ministers; but that the
pressure of business before Parliament that time prevented the subject
from being properly considered.

You promised an eatly consideration of the important questions which
these gentlemen had submitted, and that you would communicate with
them,

I received a letter from Messrs. Little and Patsons, a copy of ‘which I
enclose ; and I submit that, in the absence of information from you, the re-
port of what i is going on at Washington may be erroneous, and thus have
misled them ; but as they are very desirous to have the reforms required
in Newfoundland carried through quietly, and to the satisfaction of the
Assembly, I can sympathise with them in the anxiety they express to
hear from your Grace, on the subjects submitted by them to you.

I am anxious to see Responsible Government established in every co-
lony and possession (India excepted), and I desire to see every impedi-
ment to the Free Trade intercourse of Nations removed as speedily as
possible.

I have the honor to remain,
Your obedient servant,
JOSEPH HUME.

Sm‘n{. jolm’s, Ne':-»foundland,f ‘
14th December, 1853.
DEeAR Sir,—- ”
We have the honor to acknowledge the recelpt of your respected
favors of ‘the 17th and 24th ultimo; with a copy of your excellent note
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of the 18th to the Duke of Newcastle, and his Grace’s reply of the 21st
ultimo.

A proclamation has been issued by our Executive, convoking the’As-
sembly on the 3lst January next. There is, therefore, a pressing ne-
cessity for an immediate decision by Her Majesty’s Government upon the
important questions submitted by us for their consideration, as the pub-
lic are anxiously looking to the opening of the Legislature to know it,
and the policy of the Assembly will be altogether influenced by the con-
clusion at which the British Cabinet may arrive. In fact, we anticipate
that neither harmony, nor any measure of general practical utility, will
emanate from the different branches of the Legislature under the present
cnnstitution.  Legislation will not, therefore, according to our apprehen-
sion, be attempted by the Assembly ; as it is worse than fruitless to ex-
pect the co-operation of the Council, except on the most humiliating terms,
and at the sacrifice, not only of principle, but also of the substantial inter-
ests of the country,

We have not only déeemed it prudent; but our imperative duty, to place
these views before the Duke of Newcastle in the enclosed communication,
which we have written according to your suggestion ; and we shall avail
of your very kind offer to place it in his possession, with such remarks as
you may thing proper to accompany it. We continue to entertain the
most favorable opinion of his honorable intentions towards Newfoundland,
but fear that the affairs of Eastern Europe may engross so much of his
attention as to deprive this colony of the benefit of his immediaté person-
al exertions in its behalf. There never was a period in its history, which so
much demanded the aid of a wise and vigorous Government as the present, to
improve the condition of the country, to promote the developement of its
vast dormant resources, to avert impending ruin, and secure its productive
industry for its permanent improvement. ~The old system of trade has al-
most worn itself out ; its redeeming qualities have disappeared and left
little behind, except some of its worst effects on the operative population,
who are consequently generally in a very dependent state, and many of
them weekly quitting the Island. ‘

Reciprocal Free Trade with the United States will infuse new life,
enterprise, and capital into our trade and the prosecution of our fishe-

ries, and, in our opinion, go far to remedy the evils of the present system
of trade.

Our government is totally devoid of power, and is only tolerated in liew
of something better. Nothing good is expected from it, and even its
former supporters admit the necessity for a change.

We should be very anxious to be partibularly advised of the Duke of
Newcastle's views on our affairs by the opening of the Assembly, as we
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should wish, if possible, to avoid, or prevent, as far as may be in our
power, the adoption of any course that would not meet with his and your
entire approval. Any information which you shall, therefore, be ena-
bled to supply in this respect, will be gratefully acknowledged.

Renewing the sincere expression of our high regard for your zeal and
ability in the cause of this old and loyal colony, and soliciting the honor
of your further interference for its welfare,

‘We remain,
Dear Sir,
Your ve;y grateful,
And most obedient servants,
PHILIP F. LITTLE.
ROBERT J. PARSONS.

P.S.—We shall forward a Petition to you, if necessary, from the
House of Assembly, to be presented to Parliament, or pursue any other
course you may advise.

P. F. L.
R.J. P

Saint John’s, Newfoundland,
14th December, 1853.
My Lorp DukE,—

According to the expressed desire of your Grace, when we had the
honor of seeing you in London, we refrained from importuning vou for an
answer to the Memorial and Petition of the House of Assembly of this
Island on the questions of Responsible Government and Reciprocal Free
Trade with the United States, in the confident expectation that, as soon
after the rising of Parliament as leisure would permit, you would fully
consider them, and communicate to the Governor the decision of Her Ma-
jesty’s Government upon these important subjects. Having recently re-
quested Mr. Hume to ascertain the result of your deliberation on these
matters, we have learned from that respected friend of the colonies, that
foreign affairs had so enclos:.ed your attention as to prevent your commg
to a definite decision upon them up to the 2lst ultlmo ‘ =

As a Proclamation has been 1ssued by our Governor, convening the
Legislature on the-81st January. next; when it will be expected by -the
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colonists and the Assembly that your views upon these vital questions
which have agitated the public mind so intensely, shall be made known,
we have deemed it our duty, in discharging the trast reposed in us by the-
people, through their Tlepresentatives, to impose so far on your kind dis-
position as to malic this last appeal, before the opening of our Assem-
bly, to your high and honorable principles as a British Statesman, to
place this old and loyal colony on a footing of equality with the neigh-
boring provinces, as to Self-government, and a participation in any arrange-
ment that may be effected with the American Government on Recipro-
city.

It is but candid that we should inform you that, judging from experi-
ence, it will be perfectly useless for the Assembly to attempt any practi-
cal legislation with the Council under the present constitution, except ab
the sacrifice of its rights and the substantial interests of the country, to
the assumptions of the irresponsible nominees of the Crown. The As-
sembly has elready submitted to so many repeated acts of humiliation, that
no independent member in it will feel himself justified in consenting to a
rencwal of that course. We fear, indeed, that according to our pledges
to our constituents, we shall not be able to impose any further Revenue
Bill on the country for the support of the present system. Moderation
and prudence alike demanded that forbearance, which the Assembly has
for the last four years exercised, until the time had arrived when its
views could be placed before an able and impartial Minister, who has
the power and the disposition to redress the wrongs of which it justly
complained.

Your Grace will, therefore, perceive the source of our aaxiety for your
decision npon the destiny of this colony, as it will influence the course,
not only of our legislation, but also of our trade, and affect the peace
and prosperity of the country, according to the result at which you may
arrive. ‘ ~-

If Newfoundland should be destined to form a link in a Federal ‘or
Legislative Union of the British North American Possessions, it is desir~
able that it should without delay be placed in the enjoyment of those-
privileges, the proper exercise of which would be necessary to prepare
it for a full participation in the advantages of so great and desuable a"
change. ‘

‘With reference to the general finances of the colony, as bearing upon’
the question of Reciprocity, we would respectfully remark that nothing
would tend more to the improvement of our financial condition than the
opening of new markets for the produce of our fisheries; and as the old
contracted system of trade heretofore pursued in thisisland, is madequate
to the independent maintenance of our operative population; many. of
whom are consequently at present thrown ppon the Government for sup-
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port, or driven from our shores to seek remunerative employment in the
United States, we are persuaded of the necessity for the adoption of some
such measure as Reciprocity, which would induce capitalists of enterprise
to embark in our trade, infuse new life and energy into the pursuits of
the people, and develope the vast dormant and neglected resources of this
extensive country.

On reference to the accompanying statistical statements, you will per-
ceive that while our Imports and Exports have increased, or rather have
not decreased since 1840, and our Revenue has gradually grown from
£43,863 14s. 1d. in that year to £84.323 4s. 2d. in 1852, the condition
of the people and the state of the country have not improved by any
means, either in the ratio of taxation, or the results of the trade in favor

. of the mercantile body, eomparéd with the bulk of the population, for you
will perceive that the amount paid for the relief of the poor in 1840 was
only £1,119 16s., while it was in 1852 £8,683 0s. 1d.—a large sum,
even making allowance for the partial failure of the potato crop.

The colony is also in debt about £120,000, and no adequate value

has been received by the public for the taxes imposed and the debt in-
curred.

This is a state of things which, we humbly submit, clearly proves that
there is just cause of complaint, and necessity for a reformin our institu-
tions. With Free Trade and free institutions, this colony, after a few
years, would not know such'an affliction as pauperism, and the colonial
debt, with the exereise of proper economy, would not be felt as a burthen
by the people. They could then afford to bear increased taxation, if that
were necessary, to sustain the credit of the Government or to promote
the improvement of the country.

‘With undiminished confidence in your Grace, and sincere reliance on
your candor and good will, we place these views before you, believing that
you will regard them in the spirit in which they are really conceived ; for
we beg to assure you, that it is our earnest wish to see the affairs of the
colony conducted in peace and harmony by properly constituted authori-
ties’; and in common with the majority of our fellow colonists, we should
be delighted to be enabled to co-operate with a Responsible Executive
in carrying out your views in promotion of the public welfare.

We have the honor to be,
My Lord Duke,’
Your Grace’s most devoted and obedient servaats,
P. F. LITTLE,

R. J. PARSONS.
To His Grace

- The DuxkEe of NEwcastiE, &c. &ec. &c.
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Before long, we anticipate the arrival of despatches from the Colonial
office, of a favorable character ; if, however, contrary to the expectations
we have been led to entertain, and to the favorable assurances we have
received, our hopes should not be fully and promptly realised, there is
but one course open to the Assembly, in our judgment. That course is
pointed out by Mr. Hume, and has been successfully adopted by the
neighboring colonies—a direct and manly appeal to the British Parlia-
mentvﬁy the people’s representatives; and we assume the responsibility
of adding, an entire suspension of all further legislative action, until the
inalienable right of self-Government be conceded to Newfoundland.

Such is an outline of the measures which we have adopted, to give ef-
fect to the Resolutions of the Assembly regarding the objects of our mis-
sion. That they will be crowned with the full measure of success,
we have reason to hope and believe, a short time will decide ; much more
has been achieved by it than our opponents anticipated ; it remains for
the Assembly to take advantage of the improved condition of its pros-
pects. It has taken a high and honorable stand against the upholders of _
the present system of misrule; and has thus commanded the respect of
at least one of the first ministers of the Crown, and many other influen-
tial statesmen. Thé ultimate and speedy triumph of the cause in which
we have been engaged, is no longer a matter of mere speculation or hon-
est doubt. The people have nobly done their part; they await with rest-
less anxiety the decision of the Imperial authorities—-their happiness, and
the fate of this colony hang upon that decision.—We repeat that we have
every reason to confide in the principles and professions of the' Ministry,
and trust that the necessity for extreme constitutional measures may not
arise ; but, “ come weal or come wo,” things cannot be worse than they
are, for, under the present government, ruin is impending over this fine
old colony. Therefore, no man who has laid his hand to the plough, and
is sincere in his professions for the regeneration of our institutions and
the improvement of the country, will be so craven.hearted as to look back,
The time for halfmeasures has passed away—nothing but the full conces-
sion of justice will satisfy the people, and a justification can no longer be
desired or sought by their Representatives -for supporting any govern-
ment not based upon the constitutional principlesof Executive responsi-
bility. ‘ ‘ .

We have the honor to submit this report, coupled‘ with the general ob-
servations which we have taken the liberty of making, with the utmost
respect.

'PHILIP F. LITTLE.
ROBERT J. PARSONS.

i

~ St. John’s,‘ ,
19th January, 1854.
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On motion of Mr. HaNRaHAN, seconded by Mr. WiNseRr,
Resolved,—That the Report be received and adopted.

Mr. BEMISTER gave notice that on Tuesday next he would move that
the rules of the House be suspended in reference to the Address of Thanks
to His Excellency the Governor.

Mr. HovLEs gave botice that on Tuesday next he would move forleave
to bring in a Bill for the prevention of the sale of Bait to the French.

Mr, WaRrREN gave notice, that on Wednesday the 15th instant, he
would move for leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the curing, packing,
and inspection of Pickled Fish.

Then the House adjourned till Tuesday next at Two of the clock.

TUESDAY, 7th Fesruary, 1854.

Pursuant to order of the day, the Address of Thanks in reply to His
Excellency the Governor’s Speech at the opening of the Session; was
read a second time.

On motion of Mr. BEMISTER, seconded by Mr. WarREN,

Resolved,—That on to-morrow the House will resolve itself into a Com-~
mittee of the whole upon the consideraticn of the said Address.

* Mr. BEMISTER, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill
to prohibit the exportation of Bait to the French, and the same was read
a first time, .

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a second time to-morrow.
Then the House adjourned till Thursday next at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 9th Fesruary, 1854.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved into a Committee of
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the whole upon the Address of Thanks in reply to His Excellency the
Governor's Speech at the opening of the Session.

Mr.. SreaxkER left the Chair.
Mur. T'arsoT took the Chair of the Committee,
Mr. Speaxer resumed the Chair,

The Chairman reported from the Committee, that they had made some
progress in the Address to them referred, and had instructed him to ask
leave to sit again on the further consideration thereof.

Ordered,—That the Committee have leave to sit again to-morrow.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

FRIDAY, 10th Fesruary, 1854,

Mr. BEMISTER presented a Petition from William Hanrahan gnd others,
labourers during last summer on the Cape Ray Elcctric Telegraph line,
which was received and read, setting forth,—The distressed circumstances
in which they were placed, owing to the non-payment of their wages by
the Company ; that they have learned with dismay that it is the intention
of the House to adjourn without proceeding to business ; and praying that
before such a step be taken, measures may be adopted to enable them to
procure payment of the balances due them.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the table.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the whole upon the further consideration of the Address of Thanks
in reply to the Speech of His Excellency the Governor at the opening of
the Session.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair.
Mr. TaLBoT took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had made some
progress in the Address to them referred, and had msttucted him to aak
leave to sit again on the further consxderatlon thereof e

Committee on Addreis of
Thanks,

Repor

Petitior. from Tel ~raph ja=
bourers.

On Table

Committee on Address of
Thanks.

Report
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Ordered,—That the Committee have leave to sit again to-morrow.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

SATURDAY, 11th Fesruary, 1854.

Road Petition from Spani- My, F{avwarD presented a Petition from John Godsell and others, re=

ards Bay. . . . .
_ sidents of Spaniards Bay, Northern Cove, which was received and read,
—Praying for a grant to open a branch road in that locality.
On Table, Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.
;‘f&cz for Seal Fisheryre- Mr, Marcn gave notice that on Monday next he would ask leave to
bring in'a Bill for the regulation of the Seal Fishery.
Notice of Address to Gov- My, HaywaRrD gave notice that on Monday next he would move an

ermor. Address to His Exceliency the Governor, respectfully requesting His Fx-

cellency to cause the steamer Lady LelMoarchant to be purchased for the
protection of the Fisheries and for other colonial purposes.

Gommittee on Address of  Pursnant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
3. - . N
tee of the whole upon the further consideration of the Address of Thanks
in reply to His Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the Session.

Mr. SreakER left the Chair.
Mr, TarsoT took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

Report, The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had made some
progress in the Address to them referred, and had instructed him fo ask
leave to sit again to-day on the further consideration thereof,

Ordered,~That the Committee have leave to sit again.
My, SeeakER left the Chair.

Mr. Marcx took the Chair of the Committeé.

Mr. SpeakEer resumed the Chair.

Report, The Chairman reported from the Comiittee that they had made some
progress in the Address to them referred ‘acd had iustructed him to ask
leave to sit again on the further consideration thereof,
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Ordered,—That the Committee have leave to sit again on Monday
next.

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 13th Fesruiry, 1854.

The order of the day for the Committee of the whole on the further con.
sideration of the Address of Thanks in reply to His Excellency’s Speech
at the opening of the Session being read,

On motion that Mr. Stiea do take the Chair of the Committee,
Mr. LitTLe moved in amendment, seconded by Mr. Parsoxs,

That Mr. Havywarp do take the Chair of the Committee.

And the question being put thereon, the amendment passed in the af-
firmative without division, and

Ordered accordingly.

Mr. SPeakER left the Chair.

Mr. Haywarp took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr, SpEAkER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the Address to them referred, and had passed the same with some
Amendments, which they had directed him to report to the House, and
he handed the Address as amended in at the Cletk’s Table, where the
same was read, and is as follows:

To His Excellency KErR BarLLie Hamil-
ToN, Esq., Governor and_Commander-in-
.Chief in and over the Island of New-
Soundland and its Dependencies, &c., &c.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of New-
foundland, in General Assembly convened, beg to assure your Excellency
that, while we thank Your Excellency for the Gracious Speech with
which you have been pleased to open the preseut session of the' Legista-

Order of the day read.

Motivn that Mr, Shea take
the Chair,

Amendment,

Amendment carried,

Address reported with
Amendments,
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ture, we sincerely reciprocate your expressions of regret at the present
depressed condition of this colony and the financial difficulties of the
Government, which are attributable, not only to the partial failure of the
Fisheries and the visiiaiion of the potato disease, but also to the charac-
ter of the Trade of this Colony and the absence of a vigorous, economical,
~ and truly British system of Government, to encourage the developement
of its extensive resources, to uphold the rights and interests of the opera-
tive populatior, and faithfully administer the public affairs.

We cordially tender our acknowledgments to Your Excellency for
calling our attention to several subjects connected with the welfare of
the country, and for the assurance of your desire to facilitate, to the ut-
most of vour power, our labors for the promotion of the publi¢ good; at
the same time, we frankly avow our mature conviction, that, however anxi-
ous we may be to render our best exertions conducive to the prosperity
of the people, judging from the experience of the past and the avowed
policy of Your Excellency’s confidential advisers in théir legislative capa-
city,we entertain no hope of obtaining their necessary co-operation in mea-
sures of general practical utility, except on terms alike injurious to the
public service—degrading to the people’s representatives, and subversive
of the rights and privileges confided to our guardianship.

Having declared, as late as the last session of the Legislature, that nei-
ther the apomalous system of Government i force in this island, nor your
Excellency’s Council, possessed the confidence of the public or of this
House, we addressed a memorial to the noble Secretary of State for the
Colonial Department, and both houses of Parliament, praying for the im-~
mediate introduction of a Responsible system of Government into this co-
lony; and we have been gratified fo learn from the Delegates deputed by
this House to proceed to London, for the purpose of promoting the objects
of the Memorial, that they havc received such assurances from the noble
Secretary as induce us to conclude that the long desired boon shall be’
conceded.

We respectfully solicit Your Excellency to place before this House co-
pies of any correspondence which may have taken place between Your
Excellency and the Colonial Department, since the last session of the
Legislature, on this highly important subject,—the satisfactory settlement
of which we deem essential to the useful existence of the popular branch
of the Legislature, of paramount importance to the country, and indispen-
sable to the better administration of the Government.

In conclusion, while we do mnot hesitate to assure Your Excellency
that you will be indemnified for any outlay that has.been made er may
be rendered necessary for.the Relief of the. Poor and the Telegraphla-
bonrers ; we deem it our duty to mform your Excellency, with the. ut-
most reliance upon Your Excellency’s .good sense and impartial judgment
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for a favorable construction of the motives influencing our conduct, that
we have deliberately come to the conclusion to await the decision of the
Tmperial Government upon the Right of the People of this old and loyal
Dependency of the British Crown to the possession of Self-government,
in the constitutional acceptation of the term, rather than waste our time
and exhaust the patience of the public in witnessing a renewal of fruit-
less attempts at legislation under the present constitution.

Mr. LiTtLE moved, seconded by Mr., EMERsoN,

That the Address, as amended, be adopted. mg::dthat the Address be

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared :— 9

Eor the Motion, 8. Against the Motion, b.

Mr. Hogsett Mz, Hoyles Division.

« Little “« Warren

< Parsons « March

* Shea ¢ Bemister

¢« Hanrahan “ Hayward,

“ Benning

“ FEmerson

« Winser.
So it passed in the affirmative, and Motion carried.
Ordered accordingly.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and read a third time this
day.

And the said Address was read a third time accordingly. Read 3rd time,
Mr. EmERSON moved, seconded by Mr. LiTTLE,

That the Address do pass, and be presented to His Excellency the To be presented by Mr.
Governor by Mr. Speaker and the whole House. Speaker and the House.

And the question being put thereon, it passed in the affirmative on a
similar division as the foregoing, and '

Ordered accordingly.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

‘TUESDAY, 14th FeBruary, 1854.

. Mr. SpeAxER informed the House that he had received a communica= M. Spesker states the hour
tion from Mr. Secretary Crowdy, stating that his Excellency the Govern- spppoiatel i promeat Ad-
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or would receive the House with the Address of Thanks in reply to His
Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the Session, to-morrow at Two
o’clock.

Mr. HoviEs presented a Petition from Wm. Thomas, Chairman of the
Provisional Committee for the establishment of the Union Bank of New-
foundland, which was received and read, setting forth,—That along with
others, they were desirous of establishing a Joint Stock Banking Compa-
ny in St. John’s, and had associated themselves together with a Company
for that purpose, with a Capital of £100,000 (one-half to be paid up), in
one Thousand Shares, of One Hundred Pounds each, of which Four Hun-
dred and upwards had already been subscribed. That the Company will
go into operation in the course of a few weeks. That they are desirous
of being incorporated, in order to conduct their business with greater ease
to themselves and security to the public; and praying that the House
will pass a Bill for that purpose.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie wupon the table.

Mr. Hovres moved, pursuant to order of the day, seconded by Mr.
WARREN,

That the Bill to prevent the exportation of Bait be now read a second
time.

Whereupon,—

Mr. HoeseTT moved in amendment, seconded by Mr. Exerson,

That the Bill be read a second time this day month.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared :—

" For the Amendment, 7. Against the Amendment, 5.
Mr. Hogsett Mr. Hoyles
« Little “  Warren
“ Winser “ Bemister
“ DBenning “ Hayward
« Parsons « March.
* Emerson :

« Hanrahan.
So it passed in the affirmative, and

Ordered accordingly.
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Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 15th Fesruary, 1854.

It being the hour appointed by His Excellency the Governor to re-
ceive Mr. Speaker and the House with the Address of Thanksin reply to
the gracious Speech with which his Excellency was pleased to open the
present Session of the Legislature, Mr. Speaker and the House went up
to Government-House, and being returned,

Mr. SpEARER informed the House that he had presented the Address
of Thanks to His Excellency the Governor, and that His Excellency had
been pleased to make the following reply :—

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

House wait upon the Goy-
ernor with Address of
Thanks,

I have not received a reply to my Despatch forwarding the Memorial of Reply of the Governor.

the House praying for a change of the constitution of the colony; and I
cannot adopt the irregular and inconvenient proceeding of laying before
you correspondence on a subject referred to the Crown, and upon which a
decision has not yet reached me. Indeed, upon this topic the delegation
from your Honorable House appears to have received assurances which
have not yet been communicated to myself.

I thank you for your assurance of indemnifying me for any outlay that
has been made or may be rendered necessary for the relief of the Poor.

I must, however, express my great regret that you have come to the
conclusion to defer legislation on subjects—particularly those of vital im-
portance to the colony—which it has been my duty to bring before you.
‘Whether the public interests have been consulted in arriving at the de-
termination to which you have come, is a question for your own considera-
tion ; and, with you will rest the responsibility for any detriment to
those interests which may result from the course you have resolved to
pursue.

Mr. LiTTLE gave notice that on Monday next he would move the
House into a Committee of the whole, upon the state of the colony, for
the purposes of adopting Resolutions and Addresses in relation to Re-
sponsible Government, to be transmitted by the next English Mail to
London, if a satisfactory reply to the Memorial adopted last Session on
that subject should not a::ive by next Mail : :

Notice for Committee on
the state of the colony.
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Also, that he would move the suspension of the Rules of the House in
reference to the said Resolutions and Addresses.

Notice for vote of thauks to Mr. HocsEerT gave notice that on Monday next he would move a vote

elegates, . .

Bates of thanks to the Delegates from this House to the Imperial Government
on the subjects of Responsible Government and Free Trade.

Mr. MarcH moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. WARREN,
A aor 2nd peeding of - For leave to bring in a Bill for the regulation of the Seal Fishery.

‘Whereupon,—

Mr. HoaseTT moved in amendment, seconded by Mr. L1rTLE,

Amendment. That the House do adjourn till Monday next.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there

appeared :—
For the Amendment, 7. Against the Amendment, 5.
Divisior. Mr. Hogsett ~ Mr. Hoyles
« Little ¢ Bemister
“ Parsons “ 'Warren
“ Winser “ March
“ Shea ¢ Hayward. j

“ DBenning
%  Hanrahan.

Amendment carried, So it passed in the affirmative, and
Ordered accordingly.

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 20th Fepruary, 1854.

Adjourned for want of a. " At 3 o’clock the names of Members present being taken down, as fol-
oo - low :—Mr. Shea, Mr. Hanrahan, and Mr, Benning, Mr. Speaker- adjourn-
ed the House for want of a quorum,
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TUESDAY, 21st Fesruary, 1854,

On motion of Mr. L, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr, Win-
SER,

Resolved,—That this House do now resolve itself into a Committee of the
whole on the state of the colony.

And ;fxe House resolved itself into the said Commitiee accordingly.
Mr. SpreaxER left the Chair.

Mr. Bennine took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SpEAkER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the business to them referred, and had come to certain Resolutions
thereon, which they had directed him to report to the House, and he
handed the Resolutions in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same were
read, as follow:

Resolved,—That Addresses be adopted by this House to His Grace the
Duke of Newcastle, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of state for the Co-
lonial Department, and both Houses of the Imperial Parliament, praying
for the immediate concession of Responsible Government to this colony;
as neither the present Constitution or the Council of this colony possess-
ed the confidence of this House or of the public; and experience has
fully demonstrated the fruitlessness of attempting to secure the co-opera-
tion of that Body on general subjects of legislation, except on terms in-
consistent with the usefulness and integrity of this House.

Resolved,—That an Address be adopted to His Excellency the Govern-
or, requesting him to transmit by next Mail, a duplicate of the Address
to the Duke of Newcastle, and to use his influence with Her Ma_]estys
Government to secure Responsible Government for this colony, if he

should not receive despatches by the next Mail informing him of its con~
cession,

Resolved, —That the cordial thanks of . this House are. due to -Joseph
Hume, Esq.. M. P., for his able and patuonc exertions in béhalf of this
ill.governed colony ; and that an Address be adopted to him gratefully ac-
knwledging his valuable services and soliciting a continuance of his effi-
cient co-operation in our efforts for Self -government.

Resolved,—That a Committee of seven be appointed, conmstmg of
Messrs. L1tt1e, Parsons, Shea, Emerson, Hanrahan, Hogsett and Benning,
(three of whom shall form a quorum) to transmit to Mr. Hume duplicates
of the said Address, to be’ presented to the Duke of Newcastle and the
House of Commons, and to some member of thé-House' of Lords for pre-

Committee on the state of
the Colony.

Resolutions reported,
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sentation to that body, and generally to correspond with members of the
Imperial Parliament, to secure their services in the cause of Self-govern-
ment, if an official intimation of its concession should not be received by
next Mail.

Adopted; Ordered,—That the said Resolutions be adopted.

Mr. LitrLE, in accordance with the foregoing Resolutions, presented the
draft of an Address to His Grace the Right Hon. the Duke of Newcastle,
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, which he
read in his place, and then handed in at the Clerk’s Table, where the
same was again read, as follows :—

o His Grace the Right Hon. the Duke of
NewcasTLE, Her Majesty’s Principal Se-
cretary of State for the Colonial Depart-
ment, &c., &c.

May 1T rLEASE YOUR GRACE,~—

Address to His Graco the We, the Commons of Newfoundland, in Legislative Session convened,
' having in the last session of tht Legislature addressed Your Grace on the
right of the people of this old and loyal British Dependency to the enjoy-

ment of Responsible Government, for the better administration of its af-

fairs, and having deemed it expedient to depute twe members of this
House to proceed to London for the purpose of placing the views of the
Assembly more clearly before the Imperial Government, beg to tender

our cordial acknowledgments to Your Grace for the flattering manner in

which you were pleased to receive these gentlemen, and the hopes you

held out that justice should at last be done to this colony, no less prover-

bial for the well-tried loyalty of its hardy and enterprising population,

than remarkable as the only one on this side of the Atlantic of tru-

ly British origin, subject to the almost obsolete and arbitrary principles

of Trresponsible Rule, administered by a Governor and ten irresponsible

Crown nominees, constituting a Council, and exercising executive and
legislative powers, in direct opposmon to the popular will,

Convinced from long practiced experience of the hopelessness of work-
ing such a system for the public welfars, necessity obliged us, in accord-
ance with the well-understood wishes of the people, declared at several
general and partial Elections of Representatives, in Public Meetings, by
the independent portion of the Press, and repeatedly affirmed by three
distinct Houses of Assembly, to appeal to the parent Government for its
abolition, as its tendency has been found to retard the improvement of the
colony, to sacrifice the best interests of the. mdustnal population, to in-
volve the Government in unnecessary and ruinous debt by its extrava.
gance, to produce public discontent, and. constant collisions between the
co-ordinate branches of the Legislature, . Our functions have been ren-
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dered subservient to the dictation of the Council, acting in their doubls
capacity of Executive and Legislative Councillors, and equally irresponsi-
ble to the public, to the Crown, and to the Representative branch for
their conduct. Obliged to imipose heavy taxes on the industry of the
people for the support of this Government, we are denied the power to
secure the faithful expenditure of such taxes, and, in fact, our only re-
cognised nsc seems to be to levy taxes and vote the salaries of the offic-
ials,

Tnder such a deplorable state of affairs—under the feelings of humilia-
tion produced in our minds by the frequent violations of our undoubted
privileges by the Council—and the contempt with which public opinion
has been treated by that Body—we have exercised no ordinary degree of
prudence and forbearance thus long in submitting our wiil and indepen-
dence to those who are our superiors in no constitutional view—in the
hope that this system of mis-government would be abolished in New-
foundland, as it has been in all the neighbouring colonies, where it had
invariably produced similar results,

We respectfully submit that the principles of Executive Responsibility
are the birth-right of the people of this colony, as British subjects—that
they have been recognised as the only true and just rule of Colonial Gov-
ernment by the inost eminent British statesmen since 1839, when Lord
Jobn Russell embodied them in his famous Declaration of Colonial Rights
—that they have been since practically demoustrated and successfully adop*-
edin all our neighbouring colonies,where they have conferred the most sub-
stantial benefits upon the people. That in noné of rhe British American
possessions were the evils of the old system more severely felt or mora
jilstly condemned than in Newfoundland, which has been suffering from
mis-government from the time of its settlement to the present day;
while its resources and the extent of its trade, the number, intelligence,
fitness, and desire of its inhabitants for the exercise of a constitutional
form of Government, paying their own Civil List—contrasted with the
condition and circunistances of the adjacent Dependencies, justified us in
claiming a participation in the privileges whi¢h have been granted to
them.

‘We have adopted every prudential and necessary measure in our pow-
er to prepare for the advent of a reform which we have deemed inevitabls ;
but nearly all our efforts in this respect have been opposed by the Coun-
cil. An increase in the number of the members of this Assembly has
been frequently attempted by the Assembly ; the other branch would
agree to none that would secure the honest and independent exercise of
the Elective franchise throughout the island, and we have accordingly
abandoned all hope of coming to & satisfactory arrangement with them on
this subject. But, reposing the utmost reliance in the avowed :colonial
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policy of the present Ministry, we have anxiously looked for their impar-
tial decision to terminate these difficulties, and place the political institu.
tions of the country upon the broad, solid foundation of those principles
of Constitutional freedom, which have been tested for ages in the mother
country, and form the great element of provless and improvement in the
neighbouring colonies.

Owing to the disturbed condition of affairs in Eastern Europe, we pre-
sume that your Grace has not had sufficient leisure to come to a definite
conclusion upon our Memorial of last sesssion ; and we have deliberately
come to the resolution no longer to waste our time and exhaust the pa-
tience of the public in fruitless attempts at legislation under the present
Constitution, bat to await, as we fervently trust we arve justified in ex-
pecting, the satisfactory and impartial decision of the Imperial Govern-
ment upon the right of this colony, to the blessings of Self-government.
‘We feel that, before coming to this conclusion, we had done all that loy-
alty to the Crown,and only what our duty to the people, demanded, in ad-
vocating the rights of the latter, and respectfully placing Her Majesty’s
Government in possession of such unquestionable data as will enable it to
arrive at a correct and just conclusior upon the subjects of our well-found-
ed complaint and constitutional demand.

We therefore most humbly pray that your Grace will be graciously
pleased to take the premises into your favorable consideration, and with-
out further delay secure for this old and loyal Dependency of the British
Crown, the leng desired boon of Responsible Government, similar to that

in successful operation in the other North American Colonies, and for
which, as in duty bound, we shall ever pray.

On motion of Mr. LitTLE, seconded by Mr, Parsons,
Resolved, —That the Address do pass, and be engrossed.
On Motion of Mr Li1TTLE, seconded by Mr. Parsons,

Resolved~—That the following Addresses, mutatis mutandis, be transmit-
ted to Joseph Hume, Esq., M. P., to be presented by him to the House of
Commons, and also to some members of the House of Lords, for preserta-
tion to that Body:

TO THE HONORABLE THE COMMONS CF THE UNITED
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND,
IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED.

May 1T rrEasE Your Hoxorasre House,—

© 'We, the Commons of Newfoundland, in Legislative Session convened,
beg leave to approach your Honorable House with feelings of profound
respect, and inform your Honorable House, that in the last :session Ad-
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dresses were adopted by us to both Houses of the Imperial Parliément,
and His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, the noble Secretary of State for
the Colonial Department, praying for the concession of Responsible Gov-
ernmeat to this colony.

Those Addresses were passed in strict accordance with the well-known,
frequently expressed, and deliberate wishes of the inhabitants of this Is-
land. In the year 1846, by resolution of the Amalgamated Legislature,
two-fifths of which were nominees of the Crown, the principle of Execu-
tive responsibility was affirmed as applicable to our condition. Since that
period this important question has agitated the public mind, and proved
a prominent test of the eligibility of candidates to seats in the Assembly,
and the results of the last general Election for this Island, which took
place in the year 1852, fully attest the continued and anxious desire of
the people for the introduction of this reform. It has been discussed in
the local periodicals, at the hustings, in public meetings, and in_the legis.
lative halls of the country. Therefore, influenced by the prevailing opin-
ions of the people, and in compliance with petitions numerously signed,
as well as from our own conviction of the undeniable and unanimously re-
cognised necessity for an improvement in our present system of Govern-
ment, did we resolve to reiterate our appeal to Her Majesty for that full
measure of constitutional justice which is our birthright as British sub-
jects, and to which this colony is as well eutitled, in our humble opinion,
as any other dependency of the British Crown. That Newfoundland is
the only colony in British North America from which Self-government
has been withheld; that she has a population of at least one hundred and
twenty thousand inhabitants ; that her annual imports exceed eight hun-
dred thousand pounds, and her exports one million sterling; that her
area is greater than that of Ireland, with a seaboard exceeding one thou-
sand miles, indented with extensive and commodious bays and safe har-
bors, from which her inexhaustible Fisheries may be carried on to an in-
definite extent, and affording valuable encouragement to a population far
greater than the present number; that her revenue is about seventy thou-
sand pounds sterling ; that her civil list, amounting to about thirty thou-
sand pounds a-year, is paid exclusively from colonial funds, and that, as an
evidence of the soundness of the credit of the colony, the sum of Eighty
thousand pounds is invested in the Savings’ Bank at inferest at .he rate
of three per cent. '

That, while possessed. of these resources, capabilities, and advantages,
their development h»s been comparatively neglected by reason of the
want of the stimulating influence of Self-government—the dirgction of our
affairs being in the hands of Imperial authorities often ignorant of our
condition and wants, and of local functionaries not unfrequently inimical
to the interests of the country, and using their high and conﬁdepti\a,l,pq-
sitions for the purpose of perpetuating their own power and upholding s
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system which has a direct tendency to shake the allegiance of the most
loyal, and produce general discontent among the inhabitants—a system
which is not capable of meeting the wants and progressive desires of the
people of this country, and which does not possess public confidence be-
cause it has not given general satisfaction.

Under these circumstances, we most respectfully submit that the peo-
ple of this colony were fully justified in the belief that their fair and rea-
sonable demands for constitutional control over the administration of
their internal affairs would not have been refused. Looking at the decla-
ration of every colonial Minister since eighteen hundred and thirty-eight;
as to the principles which should be applied to the government of the co-
lonies, and more especially the views of Earl Grey to the governor of
Prince Edward Island, under the date of the twenty-seventh December,
eighteen hundred and forty-nine, in which his lordship affirms that «it
cannot be too distinctly acknowledged that it is neither possible nor desir-
able to carry on the government of any of the British provinces in North
America in opposition to the opinion of the inhabitants,” which declara-
tion was confirmed by a subsequent despatch from his lordship, dated the
thirty-first day of January, 1851, in which Responsible Government was
fully conceded to that colony, with its population of sixty-five thousand
inhabitants, while its imports amounted to one hundred and twenty thou-
sand pounds, its exports considerably less, and its revenue about thirty
thousand pounds ; looking also at the objections urged, and subsequently
abandoned by his lordship, to the applications of the principles of Self-
government to that colony, but more particularly when he stated in a de-
spatch under date of the 1st of January, 1849, that * Prince Edward Is-
land is comparatively small in extent and population, and its commercial
and wealthy classes confined almost to a single town ;’—we siucerely
confide in the equal justice and good faith of the British Government,
while we respectfully assure your honorable House that the speedy con=
cession of our rights will conciliate and secure the affecticns of the peo-
ple of this colony, obviate the unpleasant consequences of political dis-
content produced by injustice, and divert the wide-spreading current of
continuous public agitation into the legitimate channels of productive in-
dustry, commercial enterprize, and social improvement.

That the policy continued to be pursued by Her Majesty’s Council in
this colony has given additional force and significance to the prevailing
conviction that, constituted as that Body is, of ten individuals wholly irre-
sponsible to the people, and increased, as it has been since the session be-
fore last, by the accession of two persons opposed to popular reform or
political progress, whose chief claims to seats at the Council board rested
in their support of the present effete system of misrule, it is utterly hope-
less to expect its co-operation in carrying out measures of the most imper-
ative public necessity and admitted practical utility ; for instance, against
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the unanimous will of the House of Assembly, in 1852, the Council ma-
terially altered the appropriations'in a Bill adopted by the Assembly,
granting nine thousand pounds for the construction and repair of Roads in
this island, and thereby caused the loss of that useful measure—thus vio~
lating the privileges of the Representative branch, retarding public imptove-
ment, and partially debarring the operative population from remunerative
employment—so much required during that season, owing to the failure
of the fisheries and the blight of the potato crop: That the Executive
were obliged, at the solicitation of individual members of the Assembly,
to appropriate and expend considerable sums of money during that yeat
in the Road service, which were not voted by the Asseémbly, thus violating
Her Majesty’s instructions to the Governor, and the law of the land—a
step which was, however, rendered necessary by the wrongful act of the
Council in rejecting the Road Bill. That they also rejected Census Bills
successively passed by the Assembly in its last three sessions, in accord-
ance with a recommeudation from the Imperial Government. That they
also so mutilated a Bill appropriating seven thousand, five hundred pounds
for the eéncouragement of the education of the youth of the colony, as to
create general dissatisfaction among, not only all the Dissenters, but also a
large portion of the Episcopalians of the colony. That fiom time imme-
morial, the fishermen of Newfoundland, its mainstay, and the great source
of its commercial wealth, have been entitled by 1mper1a1 statute to receive
their wages out of the produce of their earnings, in preference to all other
creditors. 'That the Chamber of Commerce of St. Johni’s secretly ddopted
a memorial to Earl Grey, Her Majesty’s late Secretary of State for the
Colonies, praying for the repeal of the Act 15th. George 3d, being the
only statute which still preserved this valuable right to our hardy fisher=
men, That this memorial was transmitted to the Colonial Office by the
local Executive without any protest; without the knowledge of the Legis

lature, and without giving the representative branch, or those most near=
ly affected by this measure, an opportunity of transmitting a counter-me-
morial. The consequence was that the fisherman’s charter was repealed
by the Imperial Parliament before the fact was discovered by the people
of this colony. Their only resource was then to appeal to the local Le-
gislature. The Assembly accordingly passed a Bill deﬁmng the rights of
this class of the population, and re-enacting this ancieiit right, but it was
80 altered by the Council as to make it a totally different measure, and
cause its rejection. The Assembly then adopted a medsure fo declaré
the prior right of fishernien to be paid the amount of their wages out of
the produce of their labor, in case of the insolvency of their hirers or em-
ployers, which was also rejected by the Council in the three last sessions,
thus opposing the interests and desires of the mass of the people in every
form. . The Council likewise rejected Bills sent up from the Assembly, in
the last two sessions, to provide for the relief of the Poor.of: the colony,
and also three Bills for the prospectiye reductionof the Civil List, passed
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by the Assembly, from a sense of the enormity of our present civil expend-
iture with a due regard to the circumstances of the colony, and without
affecting in any respect the interests of the present official incumbents,
according to a recommendation contained in a despatch from Earl Grey
upon this important subject.

The chief objection urged by the Executive to the concession of Re-
sponsible Government, has been the limited number of the representatives
of the people in the FHouse of Assembly, to obviate which, bills have been
passed in the Assembly, one of which adopted in the session of 1852, was
so altered and amended in the Council as to throw the representation
into the hands of a few merchants and officials, by sub-dividing certain
electoral districts into small sections, and creating a system of rotten bor-
oughs to suit their views; thus mutilated, it was necessarily rejected by
the Assembly. Another Bill on this subject was, last session, passed by
the Assembly, containing certain reasonable concessions calculated to se-
cure a fair representation to the various interests and denmominations of
our population, and it was likewise rejected by the Council, which still
persisted in resisting a measure, the necessity of which they admit; and
it was clear they would not assent to any Bill for the increase of represent-
atives, so long as they are permitted to urge that such increase is a ne-
cessary condition precedent to the attainment of Responsible Government,
except such a one as would nullify the honest and invigorating influence
of the great principles of British constitutional government, if it should
be conceded to this colony. :

In order to bring the questions of our constitutional demands fairly un-
der the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, the Assembly in their
Jast session determined to send a delegation from their Body for this pur-
pose, and proposed to Her Majesty’s Council to adopt on' their part a
similar procedure. A Bill to provide the necessary means was introduced
into the Assembly with the assent of the Executive, but Her Majesty’s
Council in their Legislative capacity refused to sanction the Bill, with
the view to prevent any trial being had on the subject by the Imperial
Government,

The Delegates from the House proceeded however, and had the honor
of several interviews with His Grace the Duke of Newcastle on this im-
portant subject, and received from His Grace such assurances as to war-
rant them in antm1pat1ng that their case would be dealt with by Her Ma-
jesty’s Government in a spirit conformable to the recognised Tmperial
policy for the Government of the British North American Provinces.

* . 'The present session of our Legislature opened, however, without any
information from His Grace of the decision of Her Majesty’s Government.
The position of affairs in Europe engaging so much of the attention of
+the ;government has, no doubt, delayed the consideration of +this-subject ;
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but viewing the condition of the colony and the hopelessness  of the ate
tempt to carry out measures of salutary legislation under the present sys.
tem, we have come to the deliberate resolution to suspend all legislation
and to await the decision of Her. Majesty’s Government on our claims for
Self-government.

It is a remarkable fact that in all the other British North American
Provinces their respective Governors are bearing the fullest testimony to,
the flourishing condition of the people, and declaring that in no small-de-
gree is this satisfactory result attributable to the vigorous system of Self.
government which they enjoy. In this colony, on the contrary, to
such an extent docs pauperism prevail, that more than one-sixth “of 'the
Revenue was spent in relieving it in the past year. The old contracted sys-
tem of trade is inadequate to the independent maintenance of our opera-
tive population, while any change in this system is resisted by a few lead-
ing mercantile monopolists wko are always found to act in conjunction with
the local Executive—through whose agency they are often enabled to
procure the public funds for the relief of their dependents, whose support
must otherwise be provided by the merchants themselves. As the result
of this combination, we have fast-spreading pauperisr, and a progressive
increase of our public debt—while the few merchants deriving their trade
from the labor of the people are amassing wealth beyond precedent in
the history of the colony.

The principal source of relief from these evils to which the Assembly
have directed their attention, is the establishment of Free Trade with the
United States—a measure to which our mercantile monopolists are decid- -
edly opposed, and on which, therefore, we expest no co-operation from
the local Executive. The Assernbly unanimcusly affirmed the necessity
of the measure as one that would induce capitalists to embark in our trade,
infuse new life and vigor into the pursuits of the people, and develope
the dormant and neglected resources of this extensive country ; but being
adverse to the feelings of the few, the voice of the country. reﬂected
through the unanimous decision of the Assembly, calls forth no response
from our local Executive, in whose eyes a few merchants, and not the peo-
ple, are aloue deserving of consideration.

Where the people have a voice in the direction of the government, as
in the other British North Awmerican Provinces, measures' necessary to
their prosperity are effectuated, and tbe people are contented and happy.
In Newfoundland the popular will has no power in the Executive; our
legislation in measures of general utility is defeated through the influenc-
es adverted to, and the state of our people exhibits the consequences—
their wretchedness and discontent, from the lamentable contrast in keep-

ing with the difference of the system we are yet doomed to endure

We therefore most humbly pray that your:;honorable.Honse- m,ll.:b'e



!

84 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

pleased to take the premises iuto your consideration, and adopt such mea-
sures as will secure to this old and loyal dependency of the British Crown
the blessings of a constitutional form of government analagous to that in
successful operation in the other North American Colonies.

And for which, as in duty bound, we shall ever pray.
Ordered,—That the Addresses do pass, and be engrossed.
On Motion of Mr LiTriE, seconded by Mr. Parsons,

Resolved,—That the folllowing Address be transmitted to Joseph Hume,
Esq., M. P.:—

TO JOSEPH HUME Esq., M. P., &c., &ec.

Str,—We, the Commons of Newfoundland, in Legislative Session con-
vened, beg to tender our sincere acknowledgments for your patriotic and
disinterested advocacy of the rights of the people of this old and loyal de-
pendency of the British Crown.

The inhabitants of this colony, whose right to Self-government you
bave so ably advoeated, fully participate with us in expressing the most
lively feelings of gratitude for the exertions of the veteran Reformer, the
honest and distinguished Commoner, the tried friend of the oppressed, and

‘the consistent asserter of British rights, which you have at all times prov-

ed yourself. Although we are yet uninformed as to the decision of the
British Government upon the subject of our constitutional damands, we

- are confident that our cause, resting on the broad and solid principles of

truth and justice, and sustained by such honorable and vigorous efforts as
you have displayed, cannot fail of success.

‘While we therefore repeat the expression of our gratitude and wish
you a happy and prolonged life, may we respectfully solicit a continuance
of your valued exertions on behalf of the oldest British colony on this
side of the Atlantic.

Ordered,—That the Address be adopted and engrossed.

On motion of Mr. LitrLe, seconded by Mr., Parsons, -

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To His Excellency KEr Batrrie Hamir-
ToN, Esq., Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over the Island of New-
foundland and its Dependencies; &ec., 856

May 1T PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly beg respectfully to request that Your ExceI—
lency will be pleased to transmit the agcompanying Address by the mext
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mail for England, to His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, and to use
your influence with Her Majesty’s Government to secure Responsible
Government for this colony, should Your Excellency not receive despatch-
cs by the English mail now due and shortly expected, informing you of
its concession.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor by Mr. Little and Mr. Parsons.

On motion of Mr. Hogserr, seconded by Mr. WinseR, pursuant to
notice,

Resolved,—That the thanks of this House are due and hercby given
to Philip F. Little and Robert J, Parsons, Esqrs., Delegates appointed
by this ITouse in the last session of the Legislature, to proceed to England
for the purpose of laying before the Imperial Government the claims of
this colony to Self-government, Reciprocal Free Trade with the United
States of America, and other matters,—for the integrity, ability, and dis-
cretion displayed by them in discharging the arduous and important trusts
connected with their mission and the welfarc of Newfoundland.

Mr. Snea gave notice that on to-morrow he would move that the
Rules of the House be suspended as respects any measures it may be de-
sired to adopt with reference to the subject of Responsible Government.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 22nd I'esruary, 1854.

Mr. LitrLE, from the deputation appointed to present the Address to
His Excellency, requesting that he would be pleascd to forward the Ad-
dress on Responsible Government to His Grace the Right Hon. the Duke
of Newecastle, reported that His Excellency had been pleased to say, he
had not received any Despatches informing him of the concession of Re-
spousible Government to this colony, and that he would be happy to for-
ward the Address.

On motion of Mr. HocsErT, seconded by Mr. LiTTLE,

Resolved,—That this House do adjéurn till the 20th: March next.

Engrossed—and Committee
to present,

Vote of thanks to Delegates

Notice for cuspension of
Ruics.

Reply of His Excellency to
the Address on Responsible
Government.

Adjourned to 20th March.
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Then the House adjourned till Monday, the 20th day of March next, at
Two of the clock.

1

MONDAY, 20th Marcu, 1854.

Notice of motion in refe- ~ Mr. SEEA gave notice that on an early day be would move an Address

ence to the Supreme Court. . a1 s .
to His Excellency, to request he will inform the House ‘of the reasons why
the sittings of the Supreme Court were not held on the first Monday of
March inst. as required by law: that he will also inform the House
whether the composition of the Supreme court is complete, and if it be
not perfect, what the cause or causes of such imperfection, and why they
are not removed or remedied.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 22nd Marcr, 1854.

Notice of motion for Ad- My, LITTLE gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address
drees to the Governor for . . .
Despatclics on Responsidle to His Excellency the Governor, respectfully requesting that he will be
9yernunent, . .
pleased to inform the House whether he had received a reply from the

Imperial Government to the Addresses on Responsible Government.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 23rd Mazresr, 1854.

Mr. Saea, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presented to
the House a Message from His Excellency, signed by His Excellency.
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The scid Message was read by the Speaker, all the Members being
uncovered, and is as follows :—

KER B. HAMILTON.

"The Governor having forwarded to the Sccretary of State for the Colo-  yiesaagefrom ke Governer.
nies the Address from Your Honorable House to His Grace of the 15th
June last upon the subjects of Responsible Government and Reciprocal
Free Trade with the United States of America, has, this day, received
from His Grace a Despatch in reply, of which the Governor herewith
transmits a copy.

With reference to the proposed new form of Government for this colo-
ny, the Governor will be happy to co-operate with your Honorable House
in fulfilling those pre-requisites, some of which His Grace coasiders cssen-
tial to justice, and others highly important to the satisfactory working of
the new system of Goverument. Tle Governor hopes that the result of
the deliberations of the Legislature, with o view to the introduction of
the new system, and the operation of the system itself, will conduce to the

welfare of this ancient Dependency of the Crown.

K. B. 1L
22nd March, 1854.

The Despatch was read by the Clerk, as follows :—

Dowxsixe-STREET,
21st February, 1854,
Str,—I have to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 41, of the 28th June Devierii: w10 milds

last, trunsmitting an Address from the House of Assembly, arnouncing
the appointment by that Body of three of its members to represent to
Her Majesty’s Government the state of the colony of Newfoundland and
operation of its present system of government, and on the establishment
of Reciprocal Free Trade with the United States of America.

2.—Both during and since the visit of the gentlemen in question to
England, I have given to the first of these subjects my fullest considera-
tion ; and have not failed to give due weight to the circumstance that the
same expressions of opinions and wishes have proceeded from successive

bodies of Representatives, elected by the people with full knowledge that
this important question was at issue.

3.—IHer Majesty’s Government have come to the conclusion that they
ought not to withhold from Newfoundland those institutions, and that
system of Civil Administration which, under the popular namze of Respon
sible Government, have now been adopted in all Her Majesty’s neighbor-
ing Possessions in North America.

'4.—’Ifhey are prepared to concede the immediate application of this

system, as soon as certain necessary preliminary conditions bave been ac-
ceded to on the part of the Legislature.
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5. The first of these is the same which has been agreed to and put in
practicc when the recent change of the same descripticn took place in
Nova Scotia and in Prince Edward Island ; namely, thé indemnification
of present holders of those Offices which by the change in question will
be rendered liable to be vacated at the will of the majority of the Legis-
lature. The provision in question should be made eithet in the form of
pension or >f a round sum by way of indemnity. But as to the number
of officers who must be regarded as thus liable to removal, and entitled
to protection, and the amount and character of the compensation so to be
given, 1 must rely on your Judf'ment with the advice of your Council and
of those whom you may think fit to consult with on this occasion ; and
you are authorised to submit any question which cannot be thus arranged
to myself for final decxswn

6.—The followm" are the remaining conditions which I consider in-
dispensable, end which have been suggested to me by the consideration
of circumstances peculiar to Newfoundland.

7.—(1) A considerable increase of the Mecmbers of the House of As-
sembly. I would suggzest that the increase should be from the present
number to 30, ond that it should be effected, not by giving additional
members to existing constituencies, but by sub.dividing, as equally ay
geographical positions would admit, the districts now returning members ;
which appear to be in most instances too large for the convenient exer-
cise of the franchise.

8.—(2) Iu referencc to my despatch on the financial condition of the
colony, lately directed to be laid-before the- Assembly,. it appears to be
necessary that the Law should be assimilated to that of Nova Scotia, (re-
vised statutes, cap. 7, sec. 44) with regard to the expenses of elections,
which should no longer be paid from the Colonial Treasury, but be de-
frayed (under proper conditions as to amount) by the members,

9.—(3) Payment of the members for their expenses and attendance, to

be no longer made by the Colonial Treasury, but by local assessment le-
vied in cach electoral district,

10.—These measures having been taken by the Legislature, Her Ma-
jesty’s Government will proceed to separate the Exccutive from the Le-
gislative Council, and to provide, by Instmictivns from Her M'ajesty, that

the: latter should.consist of not less than 10; ter more than 15’ members
nominated by the Crown.

11.—With regard to the stipulations respecting the grant of a Civil
List to Her Majesty, which have usually accompanied the grant of Re-
sponsible Government it appears to me sufficient to refer you to the ar-
rangements already tnade under the Act of Parliament, 2 and 3, William
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4th, Cap. 78, and the Acts of the Newfoundland- Legislature, Tth Vict.
Cap. 1, and 8th Vict. Cap. 6, leaving it to yourself to consider whether
any modification of these provisions is now required.

12—These are conditions some of which, I am persuaded, are essential
to justice, and others highly important to the satisfactory working of the
new system ; and I trust that with these additions, the adoption of the
system in question will not merely satisfy the long-expressed desire of
the majority of the people of Newfoundland for freer institutions; but will
4lso prove favorable to practical improvements in the government of the
colony.

13.—As regards the portion ot the Address which relates to Free
Trade with the United States, you will inform the Assembly that Her
Majesty’'s Government are still in negociation with that of the United
States, and that in the conduct of that negociation every attention will be
paid to their expressed wishes and those of their constituents.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant.

(Signed) .
NEWCASTLE.
Governor Haxivrow, &ec., &e., &ec.
Newfoundland.
Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table. On Table.

Mr. Lirtie moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Exersoy,

That the following Address be presented to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor :—

To His Excellency KEr Barriie Hamir-»
ToN, Esq., Governor and Commander4n-
Chief in and over the Island of Neuw-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c.,&c.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,~-

‘The House of Assembly respectfully request that Your Excelency agaressto Goyernor.
will be pleased to lay before the Assembly all Despatches which you may
have received by the present mail from the Colonial Office, on:the sub-
ject of Responsible Government.

‘Whereupon,—

Mr. HoaserT moved in amendment, scconded by Mr. Winses,



Amendment requesting his
Excellency to detain the
Mail Steamer.,

Amendment affirmed.

Adlress adopted as amend-
[N

Engroised,

Address to Gorernor.
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That all the words after “respectfully” be expunged, and the follow-
ing substituted in lieu thereof: “beg leave to thank Your Excellency
for the promptness displayed by Your Excellency in laying before that
body the Despatch of the Duke of Newecastle upon the subject of Respon-
sible Government, and respectfully request that Your Excellency will be
pleased to cause the Mail Steamer to be delayed for the period of twenty-
four hours, to enable the Assembly to forward by this mail a reply to the
such Despatch.

And the question being put on the Amendment, it passed in the affirm-'
ative without division, and

Ordered accordingly.

The question being then put on the main motion, as amended, it pass-
ed in the aflirmative.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
ccllency the Governor by Mr. Hogsett and Mr. Winser.

On motion of Mr. LitTLE, seconded by Mr. SHE,

Resolved ,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To His Ercellency KErR Bamric Hawmie-
ToN, Esq., Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c. &-c.

May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly having considered the application of Messrs.
Field and others, for a charter to carry out the line of Telegraph from
Newfoundland to the United States, would respectfully solicit Your Ex-
cellency’s assent thereto, upon the following couditions:—

1st.—That the colony shall guarantee the bonds of the Company to an
amour:t not exceeding Fifty Thousand Pounds stg., such gnarantee to be
for the re-payment of the principal at the end of twenty years—and inter-
est at 5 per cent. per annum,

T

2nd.—Of these bonds, Ten Thousand Pounds to be 'issued, on the lia-
bilities of the old Company being paid off, and the work bona fide in ope-
ration. Ten Thousand Pounds, on the completion -of the line to Cape
Ray, in including that to Trepassey, and the. roads both ways; and the
balance of Thirty Thousand Pounds, upon the completion of the whole
line, so as to effect communication with the United States.

The colony to be relieved from the payment of .£l,500 per 100 miles
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of road, provided for in the existing Act, and to have a first lien on the
works for its indemnity.

Further details to be adju§ted when the Bill is before the Legislature.

Ordered, —That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
cellency by Mr. Little and Mr. Shea. *

Mr. LitrLe gave notice that on to-morrow he would move the suspen-
sion of the rules, for the purpose of adopting an Address to the Duke of
Newcastle, on Responsible Government, and such other proceedings as
may be deemed advisable by the House to adopt thereon:

Also, that on to-morrow he would move the adoption of an Address to
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, in reference to his Despatch on that
subject received this day, and such other proceedings as may be deemed
necessary in relation to Responsible Government.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Eleven of the clock.

FRIDAY, 24th MarcH, 1854.

Mr. Sreaker informed the House that he had received a reply from
IIis Excellency the Governor, in answer to the Address requesting His
Excellency to detain the Mail Steamer, stating that—

“ Although the Mail Steamer is already behind time, yet he had not
hesitated to request the Agents (o detain her for some further time, (not
having himself that power) and that he would be enabled to receive any-
thing that may be forwarded to him from the Assembly for transmission
to the Secretary of State, up to 2 o’clock:p. m. to-morrow.”

M. SuEs, from the deputation appomted to present the Address re-
questing His Excellency to assent to the appropriation of £50,000, to for-
ward the works of the Electric Telegraph Company, reported that His
Excellency had handed-him the following reply :— ‘ ‘

Assuming that the Tien'in qirestion includes all the Company’s property
in Newfoundland, and their works thence to the continent of America, I
am happy to concur in the proposition of the Assembly.

Mr. LirrL, Apursuz'n:lt to notice, presentea tho draft of an Address to
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, which he read in his place, and then
handed in at the Clerk’s Table, where it was again read. .

Bagrossed, and Committee
to present,

Notice for suspension of
Rules iu reference to Ad-
dress to the Dnke of New-
castle.

Notice of Address to the
Duke of Newcastle in reply
to Despatch on Responsible
Government,

Reply of His Excellency to
Address in reference to de-
taining the, Mail; Steamer.

Rep]y of His Excelleney to
the Address on the Electrie
‘Telegraph Company.

Address on Responsible
Government read 1ot time.,



Rules suspended,

Read 2nd time,

Committed,

e ———

Address reported with
Amendments,
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On Motion of Mr'LatriE, seconded by: Mr, Sues,

Resolved,~That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference
thereto. '

Ordered,—That the: Address be now read a second time,

And the Address was read a second time accordingly.

On motion of Mr. LimiLE, seconded by Mr. SHEa,

Resolved,—~That the Address be now committed to the whole House.
And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr. SpeakER left the Chair. ‘

Mr. Tavrsot took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SpEAKER resumed the Chair,

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had passed the
Address to them referred, with some Amendments, which they had di-
rected him to report to the House, and he handed the Address as amend-
ed in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same was read, as follows:—

To His Grace the Right Hon. the Duke of
NewcasTLE, Her Majesty’s Principal Se-
cretary of State for the Colonial Depart-
ment, &c., &c. '

May 11 PLEASE YoUR GRACE—

We, the Commons of Newfoundland, in Legislative session convened,
beg to inform Your Grace that we are gratified to.learn: from your De-
spatch of the:21st February last, to His Excellency the Governor of this
island, that Her Majesty’s Government have.come to the conclusion that
they ought not ¢o withhold from Newfoundland - those institutions and
that system of civil administration, which, under the popular name of Re-
sponsible Government, have now been adopted in all Her Majesty’s neigh-
boring possessions in North America.

-But.we beg: to state that some of the conditions:on which the Imperial
Government are prepared to concede the immediate: application .of that
form of Government to this colony, are so objectionable in their character
as to render its introduction upon such terms_utterly impracticable.

The intended boon, instead of being: received with approval by the peo-
ple, with such qualifications, would be rejected without hesitation.

The conditions deemed objectionable by.the Assembly-are—first: a ge-
neral geographical: sub-division of our Electoral Districts—secondly :" the
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imposition of local taxation by assessment, for the purpose of defraying
the allowance usually granted to members of the Assembly for their at-
tendance during the sittings of the legislature ; and thirdly: the imposi-
tion of General Election expenses on the members elected.

The first condition cannot be carried out %o as to secure o faithful re-
turn of independent Representatives ; owing to the scattered and widely
extended nature of cur settlements in ncarly all our outport districts, any
genceral geographical sub.division, mainly based upon territorial extent,
would throw the elective power into the hands of the most scattered and
isolated portions of our population, and would thereby unjustly act upon
the more populous and wealthy settlements. Besides, the Asscmbly have
invariably objectcd to any geneial sub-division of our electoral districts,
because it would resalt in the creation of mere nowmination or rotten bor-
oughs; and throw the represcntation of the country into the hands of a
few individuals who have invariably opposed the introduction and progress
of free institutions in the colony, and by the system of trade which they
have long pursued, reduced our operative population to a deplorable de-
gree of nusery and dependence. '

They form a leading portion cf the Executive Council of this colony,
and being identified with the policy and interests of that bedy, the As.
sembly are likewise coufident, judging from the repeated cfforts which
they have made in vain with the Council to induce them to pass a fair
Bill for the increase of our Representatives, that no measure will be as-
sented to by them, that will in any degree endanger their paramount in-
flucnce and their political position in the government of the colony.

But to convinee your Grace of our desire to mect your views, we shall
again endeavor to bring the Council to terms on this subject, and relax
the resolution which, after mature deliberation, we had formed, of nof at-
tempting to renew an abortive system of legislation upon general subjects
with the Council—a body consisting ot ten irresponsible Crown nominees,
onc of whom is absent from the colony—and only one of whom has sup-
ported the measures of the liberal party which have been brought before
them.

With reference to the =econd condition, the Assembly would observe
that there is no such mcasure in operation in any other British North
American colony; that local assessments -are only imposed for local or
municipal purposes or measures, and any atterupt to saddle on our popu-
lation a system of direct taxation for the payment of members, cannot be
favorably regarded, and must prove a failure.

Being unjust in principle, and unpreccdented in the other colonies, it
would be deemed -oppressive by the people of this, as the third condition
would be viewed in the same light by the members elected.
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Amendment,
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The Assembly wonld further submit, that these conditions are such as
have not been annexed to the concession. of. Responsible Government fo
any of the neighboring colonies; and being put forward by your Grace,
as indispensable precedents to the change of government sought by the
people, we are convinced, that in this view, your good intentions on their
behalf will be utterly frustrated and their hopes disappointed.

We therefore trust that upon a reconsideration of this important sub-
ject, your Grace will see the propriety of withdrawing these objectiona-
ble conditions, and granting Responsible Government to this colony on
the same ferms as it has been granted to the neighboring colonies.

In conclusion, we have respectfully to thank your Grace for the in-
formation you have conveyed regarding Reciprocal Free Trade with the
United States, on which your Grace acquaints us that Her Majesly’s Gov-
ernment are in negociation with that of the United States, and that in
the conduct of that negociation every attention will be paid to the ex-
pressed wishes of the Assembly on the subject.

On motion that the report be adopted,

Mr. HovLEs moved in amendment, seconded by Mr. WaRREN,

That the Report be not adopted, but that it be to the following
effect :— :

Whereas, the present concession of Responsible Government fo New-
foundland, would, under the existing unfair scale of representation, and
division of the electoral districts, place the whole legislative and execu~
tive functions of the government in the hands of the Roman Catholic mi-
nority of the population,and be an act of great injustice to the Protestant
majority of the people. And whereas, the hope that after such conces-
sion, this or any other Assembly elected under the present system, would,
increase the representation in such a manner as would be just to all
classes, would prove fallacious, as has been frequently shown by the per-~
tinacious refusal of the Roman Catholic majorities of this and the last As-
sembly to assent to any scheme of representation and sub-division, other’
than such as would insure their preponderance in that body, and by the
repeated rejection, by a like majority in the last House, of Bills bronght
in for giving a representative to the large and important district of Burgeo
and LaPoile, which, although containing a population estimated at over
3,000, almost excluswe]v Protestant,-and conmbutmg Iargely to the Re~
venue, is not represented in the Assembly. +*: s

Therefore resolved—that in the concessiori;of ‘- Responsible Governinent
upon the conditions precedent, of a sub-division of the more populous
districts, and an increase of Representatives, in a manner fair towards alt
classes, we gratefully recognize the detetmination of Her Majesty’s Gov-.
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ernment not to permit injustice to be done to. the Protestant people of
this colony, nor to sacrifice its best interests to the sggrandisement of any
¢lass or order of the community.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided; when there

appeared :— .
For the Amendment, 3. Against the Amendment, 9.
Mr. Hoyles Mr. Little
¢ VWarren “ ‘Winser
¢ Bemister ¢«  Shea
« Hayward «  Hogsett
«  March. ¢ Hanrahan
« Talbot
« Emerson
¢« Parsons
*  Benning

So it passed in the negative,

And the question on the original motion being then put, it passed in
the affirmative on a similar division, and

Ordered accordingly.

Ordered,—That the Bill be engrossed, and read a third time.
And the Bilf was read a third time accordingly.

On motion of Mr. LitTLE, seconded by Mr. SHEa,

Resolved —That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To His Ezcellency Ker Baiie Hanot-
TON, Esq., Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c. &c.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully request Your Excellency to trans-
mit the accompanying Address adopted by the Assembly, to His Grace
the Duke of Neweastle, on the subject of Responsible Government, by the
English mail which is about to leave.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrosseds and presented to His Ex-<
cellency by Mr. Little and Mr. Shea.

Division:

Negatived.

Addre:s affirmed:

Fagrossed, and read 5rd
time,

Addrees fo Gevernor.
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HMotice for Committee of
Audit,

Tord Potitions from Con-
coption Bay.

On Table.

Petition from I, 4. fuaor-

K013,
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Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock.

-

MONDAY, 27th Marca, 1854.

Mr. Marcu gave notice that on to-morrow he would ask leave to
bring in a Bill for the regulation of the Seal Fishery.

Mr. Lit1LE gave notice that on to-morrow he would ask leave to bring
in a Bill to Incorporate the London, Newfoundland, and New York
Electric Telegraph Company, and to repeal the existing Newfoundland
Electric Telegraph Company’s Charter:

Also, that on Thursday next he would move for leave to bring in a
Bill to increase the present number of representatives in the Assembly
of this Island.

Mr. HoyrEs gave notice that on to-morrow he would move that a Sup-.
ply be granted to Her Majesty:

Also, that he would move for leave to bring in a Bill to Incorporate
the Union Bank of Newfoundland.

Mr. WixnsER gave notice that on to-morrow he would move for the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee to examine inte the Pablic Accounts,
and to make a faithful report thereon.

Mr, Haywarp presented Petitions from Elijah Daw and others, of
Colly’s Pond, South side Bay Roberts, James Crane and others, of Upper
Island Cove, John Walsh and others, of Bay Roberts, and from Oliver
Rowse and others, of Bay de Verd, which were severally received and
read,—Praying for grants to complete and open roads in those localities.

Ordered,—That the said Petmons do lie upon the Table

Mr. Parsons, by command of HIS Esxcellency the Governor, presented
a Petition from Hugh A. Emerson, which was received and read, setting
forth,—That he is under suspension from his -office-:of Solicitor-General
of Newfoundland; that the government have expressed the opinion that
it appeared desirable, before he should be entitled to draw the half salary
of his office during his suspension, that the opinion of the Assembly ap-
proving of such payment by the local government should be had thereon ;
and praying that the Assembly would swmfy theu‘ approval thereof to
His Excellency thie Governor. -
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Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Parsons gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address
to His Excellency the Governor in reference to the foregoing Petition.

Mr. Hovwes, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presented
to the House the following Documents :—

Estimate of the charge of defraying the public expenditure of the Is-
land for the year ending 31st December, 1854

Statement of the assets and liabilities of the colony to 10th Sanuary,
1854.

Financial Statement of the affairs of the colony for the year 1854,

Consolidated Accounts of the Customs for the year ended 5th Janua-
ry, 1854.

Colonial Treasurer’s Accounts for the year ended 10th January, 1854.

Despatches from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, viz:—

Acknowledging the Address of the last session on the appointment of
Delegates to the Jmperial Governmént.

In reply to the Address of last session, deprecating the concession of
any further fishery privileges to the French on the coast of Newfound-

land.

In reply to the Address of last session, praying that a War Steamer
may be stationed at Burin to prevent illicit traffic in Bait.

In reply to the Address of the last session, praying that a survey may
be made of the Northern coast of Newfoundland and Labrador.

Order in Council leaving certain Acts to their operation.

~ Transmitting copy of a recent Report of Commander' Purvis on the
Fisheries on the coast of Labrador and in the Straits of Belle Isle.

Letter from M. H. Warren, on the protection of the Fisheries at Labra.
dor and Straits of Belle Isle

Letters from Mr. nght on the protection of the Fisheries at Cape
John.

Supervisor-General’s Returns of expenditure on Roads throughout the
Island in 1863. :

Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Mr. LirTie moved, seconded by Ms, WinsER,

On Table,

Notice of Address to Gov~
ernor,

Documents from the Gov-
€rnor.

On Table,



Motion to adjonra,

Anendment:

Division:

Adjournment affirmed,

Motion for 2nd reading of
Bait exportation Bill,

Amendment;
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That the House do now adjourn.
‘Whereupon,—
Mr. HovLes moved in Amendment, seconded by Mr, Mares,

The order of the day.

And the House dividing on the original motion, there apveared:—

For the Motion, 8. Aguainst the Motion, 4
Mr. Little Mr. Hoyles

« Winser “ March

% Parsons “ ‘Warren

“ FEmerson “ Hayward.

“ Talbot

% Benning

“  Hanrahan

“ Hogsett.
So it passed in the affirmative, and
Ordered accordingly.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

TUESDAY, 28th Marcu, 1854,

Mr. Hoyres moved, pursuant to order of the day, seconded by Mr.
WARREN,

That the Bill to prevent the exportation of Bait to-the French, be now
read a second time, .

‘Whereupon,—
Mr. Hoeserr moved in Amendment, seconded by Mr. WiNsER,

That the Bill be read a second time this day month.

And the question being put thereon, the ‘House d1vxded, when there
appeared ;- o -

PR
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For the Amendment, 8.. ‘Against the Amendmeng, b.

Mr. Hanrahan Mr. Hoyles

“ Benning ¢ Hayward

«  Emerson ¢ Bemister

¢ Talbot % Warren

« ‘Winser « March.

« TLittle

«  Parsons

“ Hogsett.

So it passed in the affirmative, and

Ordered accordingly.

Mr. Marcr, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill to
regulate the Seal Fishery of this colony, and the same was read a first

time.

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a second time on the 28th April

next.

Mr. WareeN, pursuant to notice, and leave granted, presented a Bill
to regulate the packing and mspecuop of Pickled F1sh, and the same

was read a first time,

Mr. WarREN moved, seconded by Mr. Marcn,

That the Bill be read @ second time on the 10th April next.

‘Whereupon,

Mr. HoeseTT moved in amendment, seconded by Mr. WiNsSER,

That the Bill be read a second time this day month.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there

appeared :—

For the Amendment, 8.

Mr. Hogsett
“ Winser
«  Little

¢  Parsons .
¢ Emerson
¢ Hanrahan

“ Benning
% Talbot.

So it passed in the :aﬂifx'hlati've,' and
Ordered accordingly. - L

Against the Amendment, 5.

Mr. Hoyles
“ Hayward
“ Bemister
“  March

“ ‘Warren,

Division,

Amendment affirmed;

Seal fishery regulation Bill
read Ist time.

Time of 2nd reading,

Pickled Fish Bill read 1s¢
time.

Motion for 2nd reading:

Amendment.

Division,

Anendment afficmed.



Telegraph repeal Bill read
1st time,

Time of 2nd reading,

Telegraph Incorporation
Bill read 1st time.

Time of 2nd reading.
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Amendment,

Division:

Amendment affirmed.

Union Bank Bill read 1st
time,

Motion for 2nd reading:

Amendment,
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Mr. LitTLE, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill to
repeal the Cape Ray Telegraph Incorporation Acts, and the same was read
a first time.

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

He also, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill to in-
corporate the London, Newfoundland, and New York Electric Telegraph
Company, and the same was read a first time.

Ordered,~That the Bill be read a second time to.morrow.

Mr. Hovres moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. WaRREN,
That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty.

‘Whereupon,

Mr. HoeseTT moved in Amendment, seconded by Mr, LirrLE,

That it is at present inexpedient to entertain the question of Supply.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared i—

For the Amendment, 8. Against the Amendment, 5.

Mr. Little Mr. Hoyles

“  Hogsett « Hayward

“ Winser “ Bemister

«  Parsons « Warren

«  Talbot « March,

¢ Benning

* Hanrahan

« Shea.

So it passed in the affirmative, and
Ordered accordingly.

Mr. Hovwies, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill to
incorporate the Union Bank of Newfoundland, and the same was read a
first time,

Mr. Hovres moved, seconded by Mr. WARREN,

That the Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

‘Whereupon,

Mr. Lirrie moved in Amendment, seconded by Mr. HoGsEerr,

That the Bill be read a second time this day month.
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And the question being put thereon, it passed in the affirmative, and
Ordered accordingly.

Ordered,~That the motion for the appointment of a Committee to au-
dit the Public Accounts be postponed.

Ordered,—That the motion for an Address to the Governor on the Pe-
tition of H. A. Emerson, Esq., be postponed.

" Mr. SrEA gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address to
His Excellency, respectfully requesting that he will lay before the House
a statement of his views as to the retiring allowances that should be made
to the officers whose places will be vacated on the introduction of Re-
sponsible Government, with a view to a Bill being passed to make provi-
sion for the same.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 29th MarcH, 1854.

Mr. SpeskeR presented to the House an Estimate of the cost of con-
structing the proposed Electric Telegraph across this country, and to
Prince Edward lsland, as prepared by Mr. Gisborne,

s+ s{For which see Appendiz.)

Ordered,—That’ }He féaxd Document do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HovLes presenfed a Petition from Matthew Bobbit and others, fish.
ermen, of Hermitage Bay, which was received and read, setting forth—
The heavy losses they sustain by the practice of Halifax crews hauling
herrings in large seines, whereby they are prevented from having a snffic-

ient supply of bait; and praying that measures may be adopted to put
an end to this great evil.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

On motion of Mr. SHEA, seconded by Mr. LiTTLE, pursuant to notice,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To st Excellency KER BAILLIE Hamin-
10N, Esq., Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the Island of New-

Joundland and its .Deptmdenczes, &e. &c.

MAY IT PLEASE YOWR Excnmmcvz,

The House of Assembly be«r leave respcctfully to’ thank Your Excel-

Amendment affirmed,

Motion for Committee of
Audit postponed.

Motion for Address in refer-
ence to H. A, Emerson
postponed.

Notice of Address to Gov-
ernor.

Estimate of cost of con-
structing Cape Ray Tele-
graph.

On Table. *

Petition from Hermitage
Bay.

On Table.

Address to Governor,
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lency for the Message transmitted to the House on the twenty-second
instant, accompanying the Despatch from the Duke of Newcastle, on the
subject of Responsible Government.

The House gratefully appreciates Your Excellency’s promise of co-op-
eration in the measures His Grace deems necessary pre.requisites to the
establishment of the new system.

The House further respectfully beg leave to request that Your Excel-
lency will be pleased to lay before the House a statement of Your views
as to the retiring allowances which should be granted to the Officers
whose places will be vacated on the introduction of Responsible Govern-
ment, with a view to a satisfactory adjustment of this subject.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
cellency by Mr. Shea and Mr, Little.

Pursuant to order of the day, the following Bills were severally read a
second time:

The Bill to repeal Telegraph Incorporation Acts.

The Bill to incorporate the London, Newfoundland, and New York
Electric Telegraph Company.

On motion of Mr. LitTLE, seconded by Mr. Winseg,

Resolved,—That the said Bills be severally committed to the whole
House to-morrow,

Mr. LiTTLE gave notice that on to.morrow he would move the suspen-
sion of the Rules of the House in reference to the Telegraph Bills.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 30th March, 1854.

Mr. Hovies, by command of His Excelleucy the Governor, presented
to the House a Minute of Agreement entered into -between His Excellen-
cy, and the Directors of the proposed New York Newfoundland, and
London Electric Telegraph Company. ‘

The said Minute was read by the Clerk, as follows :—

The Government of Newfoundland to guarantee the yearly interest, at
five per cent., payable half-yearly, on the bonds ofthe Company, to be re-
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deemable in twenty-years, to the extent of £50,000 stg.; taking a lien on
property and works of the Company to-the Continent, ‘as an indemnity for
the guarantee. The Government of Newfoundland to pay £1,500 for
every hundred miles of bridle path as made—the whole sum for-the bri-
dle-path to be made up to the amount of  £5,000 stg.  Bridle-path and
bridges to be not less than eight feet wide.

KER B. HAMILTON.
24th March, 1854,

Ordered,—That the said Minute do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Hovies presented a Petition from S. G. Archibald and others, of
St. John’s, which was received and read, setting forth,—That they had
agreed to form a Joint Stock Company, with a capital of £25,000, in One
Thousand Shares, of Twenty-five Pounds each, tor the purpose of manu-
facturing and refining Oils, as also for making Soap and Candles, in this
town ; and praying that the Company may be incorporated.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HoviEs gave notice that on to-morrow he would move for leave to
bring in a Bill to Incorporate the said Company.

Pursuant to order-of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-

tee of the whole upon the Bill to repeal the Cape Ray Electric Tele-

- graph Company’s Acts; and the Bill to Incorporate the New York, New-
foundland, and London Te]edxaph Company.

Mr. SpeAXER left the Chair.
Mr. BeEnNING took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SpEAKER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the Bills to'them referréd, and had severally passed the same, with some
-Amendments, which they had' directed him to report to the House ; and
he handed the Bills and Amendments-in at the Clerk’s Table. -

And the said .Amendments on both Bills having .been severally read
throughout a first and second time, were, upon the question put thereon,
agreed to by the House. ”

Ordered,—That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference
thereto.

Ordered,—That the said Bills be engrossed, and read a.third time this
day. ‘ - I

And the said-Bills were severally fead a third time accordingly.

Minute of Agreement with
Directors of Telegraph
Company.

On Table.

Petition for oil, soap, and .
candle Factory incorpora-
tion.

On Table.

Notice for oil, sgap and
candle Factory incorporas
tion Bill,

Committee on Telegraph
Bills, grep

Reported with Amend«
ments,

Amendments agreed to;

Rales suspended:

Bills tead Jrd time,
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Passed and titled, Ordered,—That the first Bill pass, and be entitled “ An Act to repeal
certain Acts passed respectively in the 15th and 16th years of Her Majes-
ty’s reign, respecting the Newfoundland Electric Telegraph Companies.”

Passed and titled.. Ordered,—That the second Bill pass, and be entitled ‘¢ An Act to Ia-
corporate a Company under the style and title of the ¢ New York, New-
foundland, and London Telegraph Company.””’

Deputation to H. M. Coun- Ordered,—That Mr. Shea and Mr. Little do take the Bills to Her Ma-
- jesty’s Council and desire their concurrence.

Then the House adjourned till to-moxrow at Two of the clock.

FRIDAY, 31st Marca, 1854.

Mr. Hovies, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presented
to the House the following Documents:—
Documents from Governor.  Despatch of 30th July, 1853, from the Secretary of State for the Co-
lonies, in reply to the Address of the Assembly last session, praying for a
Toan of £50,000 from the Imperial Government, to be expended on Main
Lines of Road.

Despatch of 3rd Nov., 1853, on the same subject.

Despatch from His Excellency the Governor to the Duke of Newcastle,
on the same subject.

(For which see Appendiz.)
On Table. Ordered;—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

gf)%iieﬁﬁom from Trini-  Mr. MarcH presented Petitions from Wam. Iiarr?s and others, of Seal
Cove; Richard Brown and others, of Scilly Cove; Henry Lind and
others, of New Harbor ; George Mansfield and others, of Indian Point,
which were severally received and res —Praymg for grants to open and
repair roads in those localities.

i’fe}rig%!ilt?m Post-Mistress e also presented a Petition from Mrs. Ann. Bucha.nnan, Post-Mistress
at T'rinity, which was received and read——Praymg for  an increase of sa-
lary : ’ ,

Petition from Gratos Cove,  Also, a Petition from Stephen Knight: and others, of Girates Cove, Bay
for a Court-House,
de Verds, and places adjacent, which -was received and read —-Pm)m‘r
for a grant to enable them to build a Court House there.
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Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Hovurs presented the following Petitions, which were severally
received and read :—

From Mark Rockwood and others, of Hearts Content,—Praying for a
grant to mwake a road; and also to have a Packet Station established
there.

From Henry Lind and others, of Heart’s Content,—Praying for a grant
of money to erect a Post Office there.

From Wm. Kepple White and others, of Harbor Beaufette,—Praying
for a larger grant of Road money, in any future road appropriations that
may be made.

Mr. HaywarD presented a Petition from John Fitzgerald and others,
of Western Bay, which was received and read,—Praying for a grant to
build a bridge there.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do L’e upon the Table.

Mr. BemisTer presented a Petition from Ambrose Sparks and others,
of Bull Cove; and from Jobn Tuff and others, of Ochre Pitt Cove, which
were severally received and read,—Praying for grants to open and repair
roadsin those localities.

Ordered—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Lirrie, pursuant to notice, and leave granted, presented a Bill to
increase the present number of Representatives in the General Assembly,
and the same was read a first time.

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 3rd Aprir, 1854.

Mr. Marcur p1'esenfed a.j Petitiori from W, Collins, of Old Perlican,
which was received and read,—Praying that his salary as Constable there
may be increased : ‘

Also, from William Min‘ty;';”of Bird Island Cove, which was received
and read, setting forth,—~That he has discharged the duties of Constable

On Tables

Road Petition from Hearts
Content.

Petition from Hearts Cons
tent for a Post Office.

TRoad Petition from Harbor
Beaufette.

Road Petition from Wese
tern Bay.

On Table.

Road Petitions from Cona
ception Bay,

On Table.

Increase of Representation
Bill read 1at time,

Time of second reading,
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for increase of salary.

Petition from W. Minty for
salary as constables
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for that settlement since 1847 gratuitously ; and praying that for the
time to come a salary may be awarded him.

Mr. Hanraman presented a Petition from Edward Pike and others, of -
Musquito, south side, which was received and read,—Praying for a grant
to make a road from thence to the south marsh.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. WinseRr presented the following Petitions, which were severally
received and read, as follows :~—

From Simon Gregory and others of Brigus, south,—~Praying for a grant
to build a bridge across the gut:

From James Murphy and others, of the south shore of the district of
Ferryland,—Praying for a grant to complete the road from thence to
Chance Cove.

From Matthew Morry and others, of Stone Island, and its vicinity,—
Praying for a grant to complete the road from thence to Caplin Bay.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. MarcH presented a Petition from James March and others, of Old
Perlican, which was reccived and read,—Praying for a grant to enable
them to build a break-water there.

" Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to provide for the increase of Re-
presentatives, was read asecond time.

On motion of Mr. LirTLE, seconded by Mr. Hogserr,

Resolved,—That the House do resolve itself into a Committee of the
whole upon the said Bill on Wednesday next.

Mr. HoviEs, pursuant to notice, and leave granted, presented a Bill
for Incorporating an Oil, Soap, and Candle Factory in St. John’s, and the
same was read a first time.

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a second time on the third day of May
next.

Mr. LiTTLE, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill to
suspend for a year the Steam Communication Act, and the same was read
a first time. '

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

Mr. ParsoNs gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address
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to His Excellency the Governor, respectfully requesting that he will cause
to be laid before the House the evidence taken before the Coroner, and
the verdict given by the jury, on the inquest, into the deaths of James
Grant and Nicholas Scott, found dead on the road between Carbonear and
Hearts Content.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

TUESDAY, 4th Arzii, 1854.

Mr. Sreaker laid before the House the following Documents, trans-
mitted through Mr. Secretary Crowdy, by command of His Excellency
the Governor :—

Report of the St. John’s Marine Insurance Company on 31st Decem-
ber, 1853.

Report of the Newfoundland Marine Insurance Company on 31st De-
cember, 1858.

(For which see Appendiz.)
Ordered,~That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Emerson presented a Petition from Abraham Akerman Pearce, of
Twillingate, which was received and read,—Praying that his salary as
Clerk of the Peace at Twillingate may be increased in amount equal to
the salaries of similar officers in the Southern districts of the Island.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HANRAHAN presented a Petition from Edward O’Keefe and others,
of Holyroou, which was received and read,~Praying for a grant fo make
a road from thence to Indian Pond.

-

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Hovees presented a Petition from J, Pitman and others, of Lama-

line, which was received and read,—Praying for a grant to enable them
to build a bridge there:

Also, a Petition from Thomas Appleby and others, of Bngus, which
was received and read,— Praying for a grant to repair the road there.

Ordered—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table,

Notice for Address to Gova
ernor on the inquest held
on §. Grant; aid N. Scott.

Documents from Governor.
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Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to suspend the direct Steam
Communication Act was read a second time.

On Motion of Mr Lrr1ix, seconded by Mr. HoaseTT,

Resolved,—That the House do resolve itsclf into a Committee of the
whole upon the said Bill to-morrow.

Ordered —~That the notice of motion for an Address to the Governorin
reference to the inquest on James Grant and Nicholas Scott be postponed
till the 4th day of May next.

Then the Housc adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 5th Arrir, 1854,

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the whole upon the Bill to suspend the dircct Steam Ccommunica-
tion Act.

My, Seeaxer left the Chair.

Mryr. Bexxine took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr, SreakER resumed the Chair,

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the Bill to them referred, and had passed the same without Amend-
ment.

Ordered,—That the Bill be engrossed, and read a third time to-mor-
T0W.

Messages from Her Maujesty’s Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Messages:—

Mr. SPEAKER,~—

Her Majesty’s Council have passed the Bill sent up to them from the
House of Assembly, entitled ‘ An Act to incorporate a Company under
the style and title of the New York, Newfoundland, and London Tele-



OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 109

graph Company,” with some Amendments, to which they request the
concurrence of the Assembly.

‘WM. ROBINSON,

President.
Council Chamber,
5th April, 1854.

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Her Majesty’s Council have passed, without Amendment, the Bill sent
up to them from the House of Assembly, entitled “ An Act to repeal an
Act passed in the fifteenth year of Her Majesty’s reign, entitled “ An Act
for the appointment of Electric Telegraph Commissioners, and for incor-
porating Electric Telegraph Companies,” and also to provide for incor-
porating the Newfoundland Electric Telegraph Company,” and also “ An
Act to amend the said recited Act, passed in the seventeenth year of Her
Majesty’s reign.”

WM. ROBINSON,
President.

Council Chamber,
5th April, 1854,

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Messages do lie upon the Table.

The Amendments made by Her Majesty’s Council upon the Bill sent up
from the Assembly, entitled ¢ An Act to incorporate a Company under
the style and title of the New York, Newfoundland, and London Tele-
graph Company,” were read a first and second time, and are as follow :—

In the Preamble of the Bill, 2nd line,—Insert after the word “ Newfound-
land” ¢ and whereas the parties hereinafter
named have associated for the purpose of
forming a Company with a Capital or Joint
Stock of Three hundred and twelve thousand,
five hundred pounds sterling, or One million
five hundred thousand dollars, with the pri-
vilege of extending it as hereinafter pro-
vided.”

In the 2nd Seetion, 2nd line,~—Expunge “be” dnd insert instead thereof
‘ consist of the said sum of.”

3rd Section, 4th page, 5th line,—Expunge after the word “ Stock-
holders,” the words ¢ at such town or place
in the United States or Newfoundland,” and
insert in their stead “in the city of London,

On Table.

Amendments on Telegraph
Company incorporation Biil
read st and 2nd time.
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or in the city of New York, or in the town
of t. John, in this Island.”

In the 3rd Section, 6th line,—~Expunge ¢ designate,” and insert ¢ from
time to time determine.”

7th and 8th lines,—Expunge the word « two,” and in.
gert « three” in its stead—and after the word
« Newspapers,” insert ¢ viz., the London
Gazette, the Royal Gazette of this Island,
and a newspaper published in New York,”
and expunge the words. between “ newspa-
per” and ““at.”

14th line,—Tnsert after the word ¢‘them,” ¢ and any
Stockholder owning five shares of the Capi-
tal Stock of the Company shall be eligible
to be a Director.”

16th line,—Expunge the word © two,” and insert
“three” in its stead—expunge the word
“one,” and after the word “ published” in-
sert “ as above mentioned,” and expunge
“in Newfoundland and the other in New
York.”

5th Section, 5th page, 12th line,—Insert after “Sheriff,” “or other
proper officer.”

6th Section, 1st line,—Expunge “may,” and insert © shall,” in
its stead, *

2nd line,—Expunge the words ¢ or lines.”

4th line,~Expunge the word ¢ also,” and insert in
its stead “may also construct, ccmplete,
keep in orger, and operate any other line ox
lines.”

bth line,—Insert after « point,” “ cr points.”

7th line,—After the word « village,” insert «in New-
foundland.”

At the end of this Section insert “ And provided al-
50, that if at any time after ten years from
the passing of this Act, any branch line, to
connect with any town or village aforesaid,
be desired by the Government of this colo-
ny, and the Company shall not establish the
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same within twelve months after a requisi-
tion to that effect from the Governor of this
colony, the Government of this colony may
establish such branch line at its own expense
for local traffic only.”

In the 8th Section, 1stline,—Substitute ¢ Great Britain” for ¢ New-.
foundland,”—and in the 2nd line “New.
foundland” for ¢ Great Britain.”

10th Section, 6th line,—Expunge the words “ not exceeding five,”
and insert in their stead the words * or par-
cels, the contents of which shall not be less
than three.”

8th line—Insert after the word *“mines” “and to
such conditions as to the working thereof
within a limited period not less than ten
years.”

At the end of this Section insert ¢¢and all grants to
the said Company under this Act shall be
issued without any charge to them for Sur-
veys, or otherwise:” Provided always, that
nothing herein contained shall affect the pro-
visions of the seventh and eighth Sections of
the Act of the Legislature of this colony,
passed in the seventh year of Her Majesty’s
reign, cap. 1, which Sections are as follows,

vizik—

That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or person administ-
ering the Government, from time to time, to reserve, set apart, and appro-
priate such parts or portions of any unoccupied land in any of the districts
of this island, or places within its Government, as he may, by and with
the advice and consent of the Council, deem proper and expedient to ap-
propriate, for the purpose of erecting Court Houses, Market Places,
Churches, Chapels, or other places of Public Worship, or for the erection
of School-houses, or for any other public use or purpose ; and also such
portions of unappropriated Ships’ Room, Beaches,and Shores, as may be
deemed necessary or convenient to set apart for the general and public
uses of the inhabitants within any of the districts or places aforesaid.

That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or person administ-
ering the Government, by and with the consent of the Council, to order
the reservation of such and such portion of bogs as may be deemed neces-
sary for the supply of manure or fuel to the public, and such and such
portion of forest as may be necessary for the uses of the fishery.
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In the 11th Section,—~Expunge the word path” or “ paths,” and insert
“yoad” or “ roads” in their stead throughout
the Section.

11th page, 7th line,—Expunge “that” and insert “and” in its
stead.

9th line,—Expunge the word ¢ that.”

10th line,—Expunge the letter « a” and add the letter
“s” to “highway.”

11th line,—Expunge “ whe” and insert “ which” in
its place.

14th Section, 12th page, Ist line,—Strike out the words from
s« created” in the 1st line of this Section, to
the word ¢ shall” in the fourth line, and al
the end of the Section insert the following
Proviso :— Provided however that if the
said line of Telegraph shall not have been
completed from St. Jobn’s to Cape Ray, or
other point on the Western coast of New-
foundland, and a communication by Tele-
graph across Prince Edward Island or the
Island of Cape Breton, or otherwise, estab-
lished with the Continent of America with-
in five years from the passing of this Act,
the exclusive privileges granted by this Sce-
tion shall dase.”

15th Section, 13th page, 20th line,—Insert after the word « tenth”
“and twenty-second.”

16th Section, 15th page, 4th line,—~Expunge the words ¢ property
and,” and after “works” insert “and pro-

perty.”
8th line,—Substitute the word “roads” for * paths.”

Insert at the end of this Section,—* But before the
said remaining thirty Bonds are delivered to
the said Company, they shall be offered by
the Company for sale at par, (reckoning the
rate of Exchange between St. John’s and
London at twenty per cent. premium) to the
Government of this colony, or any in-
habitant thereof, by notice published for
three successive weeks in the Royal Gazelle
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of this island ; and if the said Bonds, or any
of them, be purchased by the Government,
or any inhabitant of this colony, at or before
the expiration of the said three weeks, the
said Bonds so purchased shall be delivered
to the purchaser, and the par value thereof
be paid to the said Company in lieu of the
Bonds: And in case the said Compa-
ny shall not think fit to receive the Bonds
last above-mentioned within ten days after
they shall be entitled to receive the same,
there shall be offered for sale to the Govern-
ment, for the inhabitants of this colony,
Stock in the said Company to the extent of
Thirty Thousand Pounds sterling ; or, One
Hundred and Forty-four Thousand Dollars,
at par, which shall, in such case, be offered
by advertisement in manner above-mention-
ed.”

In the 17th Section, 16th page, 11th line,—Insert after the word ¢ auc-
tion” ¢at St. John’s or New York.”

12th line,—~Insert London Gazette the” before  Roy-

al”” Expunge “the colony” and insert
¢ this island.”

Expunge ¢some paper” and insert ¢ news-
papgr.”
13th line,—Insert after the word ¢ over” the words
“ to the said Company.”

15th line,—Expunge the words  to the said Compa-
ny” after the word “ Bonds.”

17th line,—Insert after ¢ aforesaid” the words ¢ to-

gether with such sum as will purchase such
annuity as aforesaid.”

Expunge the last word of this Section, and
insert instead thereof ¢ of all their claims
arising out of the said guarantee,”

18th Section, 2d line,—Insert after < and” “ Treland or.”—Ex-
punge “or” after « Island,” and insert afi-
er the word “ place” ¢ or places.”

4th line,~Insert the word ¢ Canada” before the’
word “ Prinee.”
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In the 19th Section, 18th page, 11th line,—~Expunge the words <land,
privileges, bonuses.”

13th line,—~Expunge the words < rights"and privileg-
es,” and insert the word <effect” in their
stead.

Expunge the word “ said,”” and after ¢ Com-
pany” insert hereby incorporated.”

20th Section, 1st line,—Expunge the first and second lines, and
insert in place thereof the following as Scc-
tion 20:— Every Stockholder in the said
Company, whether a British subject, or a
citizen of the United States, or other alien,
or a resident in Newfoundland, the United
States, or elsewhere, has, and shall have
equal rights to hold Stock in the said Com-
pany, to vote on the same, and to be eligible
to Office in the said Company.”

The rest of the Section to form Section 21.

6th line,—Expunge the first two words, and insert
« London” in their stead—and expunge the
eighth word and insert “ New York” in its
" place—expunge the words * such place” and
insert ¢ St. Jobn’s” instead thereof.

9th page, 1st line,—After “London” insert “and New York,”
and at the®end of the Section insert and
the United States Respectively.”

21st Section, 3d line,~Insert after the word « wire” the words
¢« from this Island.”

Insert at the end of this Section,—¢ And Provisoes as

are mentioned in the tenth Section of this
Act.”

22d Section, 3th line,—Insert after the word ¢ year,” as follows:
—*¢ with a statement of any Bonds that have
been converted into stock or cancelled, which
Bonds shall be returned to the Secretary of
the Colony.”

6th line,—Expunge all the words after the wore *“ and’’
in this line, and insert the words ¢ Stock-
holders to be deposited in the Colonial Se-
cretary’s Office for reference only.”
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On motion of Mr. LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. SuEa,

Resolved,—That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of gﬁfﬁﬁdﬁeﬁegﬁph
the whole upon the said Amendments.

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr. Speakzr left the Chair.
Mz, HanrasaN took the Chair of the Committee.

.

Mr, SreakEr resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered Amendments passed
the Amendments to them referred, and had passed the same without
Amendment.

Ordered,—That the Amendments be now read a third time.
And the Amendments were read a third time accordingly. Read 3d time.

Ordered,—That a Message be sent to Her Majesty’s Council, acquaint- Message to H. M. Council.
ing them that this House concurs therein.

Ordered,—That Mr. Shea and Mr. Little do take the Message to Her
Majesty’s Council.

Ordered,—~That the Committee of the whole upon the Bill to provide Gommittee on Representa-
. . A ill made first order.
for the increase of Representatives stand first on the order of the day for
to-morrow.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 6th Arrir, 1854.

Mr. HocseTT gave notice that on Monday next he would move for Notice for Bl o establish o
C
leave to bring in a Bill to establish a code of Civil Procedure. ¢ of Civil procodure:

Mr. SgEa, from the deputation to present the Address to His Excel-
lency the Governor, requesting that His Excelleney would be pleased to
inform the House what his views are upon the subject of retiring allow-
ances to those Officers whose places may become vacant on the accession
of Responsible Government, reported th'tt His Excellency had handed.
him the following reply :—
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The Governor, in reply to the Address of the House of Assembly, re-
questing him to lay before the House a statement of his views as to the
retiring allowances which should be granted to the officers whose places
will be vacated on the introduction of Responsible Grovernment, with a
view to the satisfactory adjustment of this subject, informs the Assembly :

Ist—As to the indemnification of the holders of offices which, by the
introduction of the change of system, will be liable to be vacated at the
will of the majority of the Assembly, the Governor has adopted the fol-
lowing scale of retiring allowances, viz. :—to Officers who shall not have
been five years in the public service of the colony, a round sum in full of
all claims; to Officers who shall have been five years in the public ser-
vice of the colony, a pension equal to not less than one-fifth of their offi-
cial incomes; to those Officers who shall have been twelve years in the
public service of the colony, a pension equal to not less than two-fifths of
their official income ; to those Officers who shall have been twenty years
in the public service of the colony, a pension equal to not less than three-
fifths of their official income.

2nd.—As to the Offices which must be regarded as liable to be vacated
on the introduction of the change, the Governor considers it sufficient to
name for the present, those of the Colonial Secretary, Attorney General,
Surveyor General, and Solicitor General-—the present holders of the
three first-mentioned Offices being also Members of the Executive Coun-
cil. The Governor strongly recommends, for the consideration of the
Assembly, the expediency of conjoining the offices of Treasurer and
Collector into one, to be held free from changes of administration ; and
at the same time, to create an office of Auditor General, from the
competent discharge of the duties of which, great advantage would, in
the Governor’s opinion, be derived. Such an office, if established, might
be subject to be vacated on changes of administration.

Ker Bamue Hamivron,
Ordered,—That the said Document do lie upon the Table.

Pursuant to order of the day the Bill to suspend the Act for the en-

couragement of direct Steam Communication, as engrossed, was read a
third time.

On motion of Mr. LittLE, seconded by Mr. SrEa,

Resolved,—That the Bill pass, and be entitled “ An Act to suspend for
one year, and thereafier to repeal, an Act passed in thefifteenth year of
the Reign of Her Majesty, entitled “ An Act for the encouragement of
communication by Steam between certain ports and St. John's.”’

Ordered,—That Mr. Shea and Mr. Littledo take the Message to Her
Majesty’s Council and desire theix concurrence.
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Parsuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into & Commit- Gomittes on Tactaano of
tee of the whole upon the Bill to provide for the increase of Representa- s
tives in the General Assembly of this Island.

Mz, SpeAKER left the Chair.
Mr. TavBor took the Chair of the Committee.
Mzr, SpEAKER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee, that they had made some gy,
progress in the business to them referred, and had instructed him to ask
leave to sit again on the further consideration thereof,

Ordered,~—That the Committee stand first on the order of the day for
to-morrow.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

FRIDAY, Tth Arrix, 18564.

Mr. WINSER gave notice that on Monday next he would move for the wotice for Committee of
appointment of a Select Committee to examine into the public accounts, Avdit
and to make a faithful report thereon.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit- Sommittee on Inctease of
. . . L 3
tee of the whole upon the further consideration of the Bill for the in« © "
crease of Representatives.

Mr. SpeAKER left the Chair.
Mr. TaLzor took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

‘The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had made some Reports
further progress in the Bill to them referred, and had instructed him
to ask leave to sit again on the further consideration thereof.

Ordered,~That the Committee have leave to sit again on Monday
nexf,
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Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 10th Arrix, 1854.

Mr. Saea presented the following Petitions, which were severally re-
ceived and read :—

Petitions ﬁointl’lﬁccnti-} Trom Samuel Crabbe and others, of Woody Island; from James Hollet
ay to complete Long ar-
bor Road, and others, of Sound Island ; from Thomas Best and others, of Arnolds

Cove, Bourdeaux, and Southern Harbor,—Praying for a grant to com-
plete the Long Harbor line of Road:

From the Farryman at Pla- — Prom Patrick Kemp, of Great Placentia,—Praying that his salary as

centia, for increase of sa. .
lary. ferryman there may be increased :

Road Petitions from Pla-  From Pelagius Nowlan and others, of Little Placentia,—Praying for a
centin Bay: grant to complete the North East line of Road:

From Denis Ryan and others, of Red Island, in Placentia Bay,—Pray-
ing for a grant to make a road round the settlement:

From Michael McGrath and others, of Patrick’s Cove,—Praying for a
grant to enable them to make a landing place there:

From Robert Young and others, of Lear’s Cove, on the Cape Shore,—
Praying for a grant to open a road from thence to Distress.

On Table. Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Tt o e of - Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a: Commit-
tee of the whole upon the further consideration of the Bill to provide for
the increase of Members in the General Assembly.

Mr. SeeakER left the Chair.
Mzr. Tatsor took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SrEAkER resumed the Chair.

Amendments passed, The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the Bill to them referred, and had passed the same, with some Amend-
ments, which they had directed him to report to the House ; and he hand-
ed the Bill and Amendments in at the Clerk’s Table,

Mr. Lirrie moved, seconded by Mr. PARrsoxs,
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That the Report be adopted.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared :—

For the Motion, 9. Against the Motion, 4.
Mr. Little Mtr. Hoyles

¢ Parsons ¢« Warren

« Winser « March

¢« Talbot * Bemister.

“ Emerson

« Hogsett

¢ Shea

¢ Benning
“ Hanrahan.

So it passed in the affirmative, and
Ordered accordingly.

Ordered,—That the Bill be engrossed, and read a third time to-mor-
Tow.

Mr. HogGsETT, pursuant to rotice, and leave granted, presented a Bill
to provide a code of Civil Procedure in Newfoundland, and the same was
read a first time.

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a second timwe on the tenth May next.

Mr. Parsons gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address
to the Governor on the Petition of Hugh A. Emerson, Esq.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the elock.

TUESDAY, 11th Arru, 1854.
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Division,
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Read 34 time,

Bill to provide a eodc of
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Time of 2d reading.

Notice of Address to Gov+
exnor.,

Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to increase the present number Representation Bill resd 3d
of Representatives in the General Assembly, as engrossed, was read a ‘ime

third time.

On motion of Mr. LiTTie, seconded by Mr. ExErson,

Resolved,—That the Bill pass, and be entitled “ An Act to increase the py3nd e,

present number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Is<

land, and to regulate the representation thexeof.”
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Ordered,~That Mr. Little and Mr. Emerson do take the Bill to Her
Majesty’s Council and desire their concurrence,

On motion of Mr. Winser, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Par-
SONS,

Resolved,—That a Select Committee be appointed to examine into the
Public Accounts and to make a faithful report thereon.

Ordered,—That Messrs. Winser, Little, Parsons, Talbot, and Shea, do
form such Committee.

On motion of Mr. Parsons, seconded by Mr. EmMERsoN,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To His Ezcellency Ker Barrie Hawmm-
TON, Esq., Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c. &c.

May 1T PLEASE YoUurR EXCELLENCY,~—

The House of Assembly respectfully beg leave to request that your
Excellency will be pleased to cause to be paid to Hugh Alexander Emer-
son, Esqr., Her Majesty’s Solicitor-General of this Island, the half of the
annual salary granted to that officer by the Legislature, during his sus.
pension from office.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor by Mr, Parsons and Mr. Emerson.

Mr. Hanranax presented a Petition from Michael Rourke and others,
of the south-side of Holyrood, which was received and read,—Praying
for a grant to finish the road from Michael Rourke’s room to Bennett’s
lane.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Marcu presented five Pefitions from Alexander Bremner and
others, of Trinity, which were severally received and read,—Praying for
grants to complete and open roads in that district :

Also, a Petition from William Stoneman and others, of Trinity, which
was received and read,—Praying that an appropriation may be made to
remunerate a medical practitioner for attendance on the Permanent and
Casual Poor of that district.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do fie upon the Table.

Mr. BEmisTER presented a Petition from Charles Cozens and others, of
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Cupids, which was received and read,—Praying for 2 grant to enable
them to connect the path leading from the beach at River-head to the
new road, into a good wide road.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. EMERsoN presented a Petition from Charles Edwards and others,
of Fogo, which was received and read, setting forth,—The advantages cf
placing a Light-house on the Offer Wadhams Island ; and praying for 2
grant for that purpose:

He also presented a Petition from Patrick Strapp and others, of Holy-
road, in Conception Bay, which was received and rcad,—Praying for a
grant to make a Road from the Ferry, at the south side of the main line.

Ordered,~That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. TaTTLE presented a Petition from Peter McBride, Chairman of
the Commoreial Society of St. John's, which was received and read,—
Praying that the value of the British sovereign may be fixed, and made a
legal tender in this country, at twenty-four shillings currency.

Ordered—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. LiTTLE gave notice that on an early day he will move an Address
to His Excellency the Governor, requesting to know if any Despatches
have been received in relation to the Currency Bill adopted by this House
last session, cither prior to, or since its adoption ; and that His Excellen-
cy will be pleased to lay the same before the House, with the reasons
why the same were not communicated to the Assembly last session, if in
the possession of the Executive before that time:

1s0, that on an early day he will move an Address to His Excellency
the Governor, requesting that the report of the last annual meeting, and
the minutes thereof, of the Newfoundland Savings’ Bank, be laid before
the House: Also, to ascertain upon what authority the Directors of the
Bank have notified Depositors that the payment of interest on the excess
of their deposits beyond the sum of £200 cy., will cease after the 1st
July next ; what amount of deposits would be subject to the operation of
such restriction—how it would affect the funds and affairs of that Insti-
tution; and what are the reasons or necessities for the adoption of such
course.

Mr. WiNsER gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor, respectfally requesting that His
Excellency will cause Instructions to be given that the Chairman of Audit
be furnished by the Colonial Treasurer, and all Commissioners for the
expenditure of public monies, with such Documents as he may, from time
to time require, in preparing an exposition of the Public Accounts.

Then the House adjourned till Thursday next, at Two of the clock.
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Mr. MarcH presented a Petition from John Bugden and others, of
English Harbor, which was received and read,—Praying for a grant to
open a road from thence to the main line.

Ordered,~—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Bexnine presented a Petition from R. Falle and others, of Burin,
which was received and read, setting forth—The evils under which they
labor from the inefficient working of the present Postal Act; and pray-
ing that the Act may be so amended as to make it compulsory upon the
Contractor to establish his head quarters at Burin, instead of Placentia,
as at present,

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. ExersoN presented a Petition from John Peyton and others, of Twil-
lingate, which was received and read, setting forth,—~The advantages they
would derive from a break-water being built from Back Haivor to Bateaux
Island ; and praying that a grant might be made for that purpose.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. WARREN presented the following Petitions which were severally
received and read :

From James Carter and others, of Greenspond,—Praying for a grant
to establish a Ferry between Ship 1sland and Greenspond Isiand :

From Lorenzo Moore, Sub-Collector of revenue at Greenspond,—
Praying that his salary may be increased in amount equal to those of the
Sub-Collectors of Carbonear and Fogo:

From James Carter and others, of Ship Island, in the harbor of Greens.
pond,—Praying for a grant to enable them to sink a Tank there :

From James Stewart and others, of King’s Cove, and settlements adja-
cent,—Ireying for a grant to open and complete the various roads in
those localities :

From Nicholas Butterton, of Greenspond, setting forth,—The loss
sustained by him from lodging 40 shipwrecked seamen in 1852, belong-
ing to the Starand Delmont ; and praying that the sum of Ten Pounds,
"T'en Shillings may be awarded him,

From Wmn. Sweetland and others, of Bonavista,—Praying for a grant
to improve the road leading from Mount Prospect to the Church; and al-
50, to sink a public Well in that locality.
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Ordcred,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. SuEea gave notice that on Tuesday next he would move an Address
to His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, on the subject of the Despatch of
His Grace, of 3rd Nov. last, respecting the financial affairs of the colony.

On motion of Mr,WINsER, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. LirTLE,

Resolved ,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To His Excellency Ker Batnnie Hanr-
10N, Esq., Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c. &c.

Mavy 11 PLEASE YoUR EXcELIENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully beg leave to request that your .
Excellency will be pleased to order that the Chairman of Audit be fur-
nished by the Colonial Treasurer, and all Commissioners intrusted with
the expenditure of the public monies, from time to time, with such Docu-

ments as he may require in preparing an exposition of the Public Ac-
counts.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to HIS Ez-
cellency the Governor by Mr. Winser and Mr. Little.

Mr. LitrLE presented to the House the following letter from F. N.
Gisborne, Esq., which he read in his place, and then handed in at the
Clerk’s Table, where it was again read :—

To the Honorable the Members of the General Assembly of Newfound-
land, in Legislative Session convened :

The undersigned takes this opportunity of thanking the House of As-
sembly for the confidence which they have, at all times, reposed in him,
with regard to the establishment of a line of Electric Telegraph (originat-
ed and projected by him) between Newfoundland and the continent of
America, and for their active and spirited co-operation in his efforts to ac
complish that great undertaking.

Owing to his exertions, the present highly respectable * New York,
Newfoundland and London Telegraph Company” have been induced to
undertake the completion of the enterprise ; and while Mr. Gisborne
deemsit his duty to thank the members of the Legislature and the Gov-
ernment for the advances made to the laborers engaged on the works of
the late « Newfoundland Electric Telegraph Company,” he feels a - plea-
sure in stating that the present Company have honorably discharged all
the adjusted clmms ex1stmg in this colony against thelate Company

. F. N. GISBORNE,

On Table:

Notice of Address to the
Duke of Ieweactle.

fiddress to the Governorior
dmumrrts required by the
Chalrman of Audit

Enzrossed.

Letter from F, N. Gisborns.
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On Table: Ordered,—That the said letter do lie upon the Table.

Notice for vote of Tharks  Mr. LiTTLE gave notice that on Saturday next he would move that the
thanks of this House be given to F. N. Gisborne, Esq., for his energetic
excriions in reference to the Cape Pay Electric Telegraph ; also, that on
Saturday next he would move the suspension of the Rules of the House
in refercnce to any proceedings that it may benecessary to take upon the
Direct Stenm Communication Suspension Bill.

Woticoof time atwhich Tis  Mr, SeEa informed the House that His Excellency the Governor had

Tixcelleney w.llassent to tue - :

Tclegrapl Bills. been pleased to appoint Saturday next, at two o’clock, as the time at
which he would give his assent to the Bill to incorporate the New York,
Mewfoundland and London Telegraph Company ; and also to the Bill to
repeal the Cape Ray Electric Telegraph Company’s Charter.

Then the House adjourned till Saturday next at half-past One of the
clock.

SATUZDAY, 15th Arru, 1854,

A HMessage from Her Majesty's Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message:—

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Messagefrom ELM.Coureil,  FHer Majesty’s Council have passed the Bill sent up from the House of
Assembly for their concurrence, entitled “ An Act to suspend for one year
and thereafier to repeal an Act passed in the fifteenth year ofthe reign of
Her Majesty” entitled ¢ An Act for the encouragement of communication
by Steam between certain ports and St. John’s,” *> with some amendments,
to which they request the concurrence of the House of Assembly.

WM. ROBINSON,

President.
Council Chamber,
15th April, 1854.

And then the Messenger withdrew.

Ordcred,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table.

Amendments from 3. M. The Amendments made by Her Majesty’s Council in and upon the Bill
Council on Sieam Suspen-

sion Act Bill read 15 time. S€Df UP from. the Assembly, entitled  An Act to suspend for one year,
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and thereafter to repeal an Act passed in the 15th year of the reign of

Her Majesty, entitled, .* An Act for the encouragement of communica-

tion by steam between certain ports and St. John’s,” were read a first

time, and are as follow :— :

In the Preamble, lst line—Expunge the words ¢ the said recited Act,”
and insert in their stead the words « An
Act passed in the fifteenth year of the reign
_of Her Majesty, entitled ¢ An Act for the
encouragement of communication by Steam
between certain ports and St. John's,”’

w «“  3rdline.—After «“shall” in this line, insert < then,”
and expunge the word “ thereupon.”

On wotion of Mr. LitTLE, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. SHEa,

Resolved—That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference to
the foregoing Amendments.

Ordered,~~That the Amendments be now read a second time.
And the Amendments vere read a second time accordingly.
Ordered,—That the Bill be now read a third tice.

And the Bill was read a third time accordingly.

Ordered,~—That the Amendments pass, and that a Message be sent to
Her Majesty’s Council, acquainting them that this House concurs therein.

Ordered,~—That Mr. Little and Mr. Bemister do take the Message to
Her Majesty’s Council.

‘Mr. Lrrrie reported that His Excellency the Governor, in reply to the
Address praying that the half yearly salary due H. A. Emerson, the Soli-
citor-General, from the time of his suspension from office, might be paid
him, had been pleased to say he would willingly comply with the prayer
thereof.

Mr. Winser reported that His Excellency the Govemor, in reply to
the Address praying that the Chairman of Audit might be furnished by
the Colonial Treasurer, and any Commissioners appointed to distribute
public monies, with such"Documents as he may from time to time require
in preparing an exposition of the Public Accounts, had been pleased to
say he would cause the requisite instructions to be given. *

A Message from His Excellency the Governor.

At Two o’clock, a Message from His Excellency the Governor was de--
livered by F. W. Rennie, Esq., the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod,

Rules suspended,

Read 2nd time,

Read 5rd time,

Possed and Message to I3,
M., Couneil. seto B

Reply of His Excellency to
the Address on the subject
of H.A. Emerson.

Reply of His Excellency to
the Address for Documents
required by Chairman of
Audit.

Message from Governor,
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comiuanding the attendance of Mz, Speaker and the House in the Coun-
ci Chawmber,

Accordingly Mr. Speaker and the House attended His Excellency the
Goverror in the Council Chamber ; and being returned,

Myr. Srraker informed the House that, when in attendance on His Ex-
ccllency the Governor, His Excellency had been pleased to give his assent
to the folluwing Bills:—

An Act to repeal an Act passed in the 15th year of Her Majesty, en-
titled ¢ An Act to vepeal certain parts of An Act passed in the 14th
year of Her Majesty’s reign, entitled ¢ An Act for the appointment of
Electric Telegraph Commissioners, and for incorporating the Newfound-
land Electric Telegraph Company:” And, also, an Act to amend the
said rocited Act, passed in the 16th year of Her Majesty’s reign:

Ard an Act to incorporate a Company under the style and title of the
“ New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company.”

hen the House adjourned till Tuesday next at Two of the clock.

TUESDAY, 18th Arri, 1854

Mr. Parsonxs presented a Petition from Robert Lakeman, fisherman,
of St. Jobn’s, which was reccived and read, setting forth,—His advanced
age ; and praying that a yearly pension may be granted him in consider-
ation thereof:

Also, a Petition from Mary Travers, of P. E, Island, which was receiv-
cd and read, setting forth,—The great straits to which: she has been re-
duced by the Government of Newfoundland not entertaining her claim
for arrears of rent due since 1833, when her house, in St. John’s, was cc-
cupied as the Legislative Assembly ; and praying that compensation may
be made her. :

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Parsons gave notice that on to-morrow he would move for the ap-
pointment of a Sslect Committee to inquire into the Petition of Mary
‘[ravers.

Mr. LitTie 0'a\re notxce that on to-morrow he would move that a du-
plicate of the Address to His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, of 24th
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March last, on the'subject of Responsible Government, be transmitted to
Joseph Hume, Esq., for presentation ; and to request that he will exer-
cise his influential co-operation to enforce the prayer thereof : Also, that
he will move that the Rules of this House be suspended in reference to
this matter.

Mr. Tloyies, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presented
to the House a Message from His Excellency the Governor, signed by His
Excellency.

The said Message was then read by Mr. Speaker, all the members be-
ing uncovered, as follows :

KER B. HAMILTON.

In his Address at the opening of the present Session of the Legislature, Message from Governor.

the Governor adverted to the necessity of a Loan being raised to meet the
demands on the Government, which the great distress generally prevail-
ing, and other circumstances, would occasion ; and this necessity, which
is further demonstrated by the Financial Statements since laid before the
Housc of Assembly, is now so urgent as to induce the Governor to re-
commend the immediate passing of a Bill, authorising the raising by loan,
for the general purposes of the colony, a sum not exceeding fifteen thou-
sand pounds.

K. B. H.
Government-House,

?
18:h April, 1854, §

Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table. on Table,

Mr. Hovwres gave notice that on to-morrow he would move for leave to Notice for Losn Bill.
bring in a Bill to raise by loan the sum of £15,000 for the general pur-
poses of the colony.

Mr. HovLes, by command of His Exeellency the Governor, presented pespatch from Duke of
to the House copy of a Despatch from His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, Nevesste

disallowing the Act passed last session for the appropriation of Packet
Postage.

(For which see Appendiz.)
Ordered,—That the said Despatch-do lie upon the Table. On Table,

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 19th APRIL, 1854,

Mr. WARREN o-ave notlce that on to. morrow he Would move an Ad- Notice of motion for Agri-
dress to His Etcellency the Governor, respectfully requesting that he Swwwal Society Retums.
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will be pleased to lay before the House a detailed statement of the expend-
iture of £150, voted last ycar to the Agricultural Society.; and, also,
that he will be pleased to inform the House whether the sum of £100,
out of that amount, was cxpended for the benefit of the outports.

Mr. LirTre moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr: HoesEerT,

That a duplicate of the Address of 24th March last, to the Duke of
Newecastle, on the subject of Responsible Government, be transmitted to
Joseph Hume, Esq., MLP., for presentation, and that he be requested to
advocate the prayer thereof.

And the House dividing thereon, there appeared :—
c e

« For the BMotion, 6. Aguainst the Motion, 3.

Ty Little Mr. Eoyles

“ TDenning “ Warren
“  Emerson “ Bemister.
“ Shea

“ Tlogsett
“ ‘Winser.

So it passed in the affirmative, and
Grdered accordingly.
Crdered,~—That the notice of motion for leave to bring in a Bill to

raise a loan of £15,000 for the general purposes of the Colony, be with-
drawn.

Mr. Hovues gave notice that on Tnesday next he would move that the
House do resolve itself into a Committee of the whole on the considera.
tion of kis Exesllency the Governor's 2iessage in reference to the Loan
of £15,000 for the general purposes of the cclony.

Then the House adjourned till Friday next at Two of the clock. -

FRIDAY, 21st Areri, 1854.

Mr. HooseTT gave notice that on this day fortnigh the would move an
Address to His Excellency the Governor on the subject of the Postal ar-
rangements of this colony.

Mr. SeeaxeR laid before the House the following Documents, transwmit-
ted through Mr. Secretary Crowdy, by command of His Excellency the
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Governor :—Copy of an Order in Council leaving certain Acts to_their
operation :

Surveyor-General’s Return of payments made the several Boards of
Road Commissioners on account of contingent expenses under the Act
16th Vic., Cap. 5, Sec. 12:°

 Surveyor-General’s Return, of Grants reg1stered for the year ending 1st
October, 1853

Surveyor-General’s. Return of Lands sold at public auction for the year
ending 1st October, 1853 :

Surveyor-General’s Return of monies expended under the Crown Lands’
Act, for the year ending 1st October, 1853 :

Return from the Commissioners of the Poor up to 31st December,
1853, together with a summary of all expenses on account of the Poor.

(For which see Appendiz.)
Ordered,—That the sald Documents do lie upon the Table.

On motion of Mr. WARREN, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. BEx-
ISTER,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor i~

To His Excellency KEr Banie Hammw-
toN, Esq., Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c. &c.

May 17 PLEASE YoUR EXCELIENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully request that Your Excellency will
be pleased to lay before the House a detailed Statement of the expendi-
ture of the sum of £150, voted last session to the Agricultural Society ;
and also, that you willbe pleased to inform the House whether the sum of
%100 out of that amount was expended for the beneﬁt of the outports

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor by Mr. Warren and Mr, Bemister.

On motion of Mr. Hovizs, seconded by Mr. BeMisTER,

Resolved,—That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee ot
the whole upon His Excellency the Governor's Message, on the subject of
a loan of £15,000 for the general purposes of the colony.

And the House resolyed itself into the said Commitiee.accordingly. .

Decuments from the Gove
€rnor,

On-Table.

Address to Governor,

Engrossed—and Committer
to present.

Commitfee of the whole on
the Governor’s Message.
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Mr. SeeaxER left the Chair.
Mr. HANRA.HAN took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SerEAKER resumed the Chair,

Ropat, The Chairman reported from the Committee, that they bad made some
progress in the business to them referred, and had instructed him to ask
leave to sit again on the further consideration thercof.

Ordered,—That the Committee have leave to sit again to-morrow.

Then the House adjourned till fo-morrow at Two of the clock.

SATURDAY, 224 Aeru, 1854,

f‘co)glm}’%;t;w from Con- My, HaNrAHAN presented a Petition from John Power and others, of
) Low Point, in Conception Bay, which was received and read,—Praying
for a grant to enable them to complete the road from thence to the Day

de Verds main line:

. Also, a Petition from Edward O'Keefe and others, of Chapels Cove,~—
Praying for a grant to enable them to make a branch road from Chapels
Cove bridge to the Big Pond:

And, a Petition from Ambrose Sparks and others, of Holyrood, and its
vicinity,—Praying for 5 grant to enable them to construct a landing place
there; and also, to open a road from thence to the Conception Ba" main
line.

Du Table. Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Comgmittos of the whole on Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit- |
’ T tee of the whole upon the Message of His Excellency the Governor, on
the subject of a loan of £15,000, for the general purposes of the colony.

" Mr. SpEAKER left the Chair.
Mr. Hanvraman took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Speaxzer resumed the Chair,

Report. The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had made some
progress in the business to them referred, and had instructed him to ask
leave fe sit again on the farther consideration thereof.
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Ordered,~That the Committee have leave to sit again on Monday
next. .

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 24th Arrir, 1854,

Pursuant to order of the day the House resolved itself into a Commit- Forgutiee of ite wholo on
tee of the whole upon the further consideration of His Excellency the
Governor’s Message in reference to a loan of £15,000 for the general pur-

poses of the colony.
Mr. SpEAKER left the Chair.

Mr. HaxrauAN took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SpEARER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the business to them referred, and had come to a resolution thereon, which
they had directed him to report to the House ; and he handed the reso-
lution in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same was read as follows:—

‘Whereas the anticipated Revenues of the coming year will be insuffici Resolutions reported,
ent to discharge the liabilities of the colony, arising during that period,
and it is therefore necessary, for the preservation of the public credit, that
a loan should be raised upon the credit of the colony, therefore,

Resolved,—That a Select Committee be appointed to prepare and bring
in a Bill, empowering His Excellency to raise by loan a sum nof exceed-
ing Eight Thousand One Hundred Pounds, to be appropriated to the dis-

charge of the existing debt, and for the general purposes of the colony.
Mr. Hoyres moved, seconded by Mr. SnEa, : " Motion that Resolutions bo
) : adopted,
That the Report be adopted.

‘Whereupon,
Mr. LirtEE moved in amendment, seeonded by Mr. PARsoi\rs,

That all the words after the word “ Whereas” in the resolution be eX- 4y cniments
punged, and that the following be substituted,—* it appears by Accounts "
furnished by the Colonial Treasurer to' the House that £2,100 in cash,
and £9,293 in Customs’. bonds, are in his hands, therefore, - '



Division.

Amcndment affirmed,

Orizinol motion a8 emends
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Resolved,—That an Address be adopted to His Excellency the Govern-
or, authorising His Excellency to get the said bonds discounted for the
purpose of meeting the demands on the Government, arising out of the
wants of the Poor, and other -authorized. liabilities of the colony, requiring
immediate liquidation ; and informing His Escellency that the House
will take His Excellency’s Message in reference to the lean of £15,000 in-
to immediate consideration.-

Resolved,—That the said Message be referred to a Select Tommittee
of Messrs. Shea, Little and Hanrahan, to report thereon by Bill or other-
wise.

And the House dividing on the Amencment, there appeared,

For the Amendment, 6. Against the Amendment, b.
Mr. Little Mr. Heyles
¢ Parsons ¢ Bhea
“  Winser s« Tiogsett
¢  FEmerson «“ “Warren
¢  Benning “ March.

¢¢  Hanrahan,

So it passed in the affirmative, end
Ordered accordingly.

And the question being then put on the original motion, as amended,
it passed in the affirmative on a similer divicion, and

Ordered accordingly.

Mzr. Lirtee moved in accordance with the foregcing Resolutions, se-
conded by Mr. Parsoxs,

That the following Address be presented to His Exzceilency the Gov-
CINOY i~

To His Excellency Ker Barrrie Hamu-
ToN, Esq., Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland wnd its Dependencies, &c.,&c.

May 17 prEASE Your ExXcELLENCY,~—

The House of Assembly respectfully inform Your Excellency of their
desire to meet the views of Your Excellency in reference to a loan to pay
off any liabilities of the colony requiring prompt payment, and will there-
fore, take Your Excellency’s Message.on that subject intoserious consid-
eration. In the meantime,. there being, according to the Accounts fur-
nished by the Colonial,  Treasurer: to,.the, House, ;62 100 in cabh and
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£9,293 in Customs’ bonds, in his hands, it is the further desire of the
House that the bonds be discounted, for the purpose of enabling Your
Excellency to meet the demands on the Government, arising out of the
wants of the Poor, and other authorized liabilities of the colony requiring
immediate liquidation.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
cellency by Mr. Little and Mr. Parsons.

Mr, HocseTT gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Ad-
dress to the Governor, respectfully requesting that His Excellency will
be pleased to appropriate a sum not exceeding £400 for the purpose of
blasting sunken rocks in the narrows.

Then the House adjourned till to.morrow at Two of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 26th Apriz, 1854.

Mr. HorLes, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presented
to the House the following Documents :—

Letter from the Chief Justice, accompanying Presentment of Grand
Jury, recommending an increase of the Constabulary.

Presentment of the Grand Jury, recommending an increase of the Con-
stabulary.

(For which see Appendiz.)
Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.
On motion of Mr. HocsetT, seconded by Mr. SrEs,

Resolved—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor:— .

To His Excellency Ker BaiLLie Hamir-
ToN, Esq., Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c., &c.

My 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully request that Your Excellency will
be pleased to appropriate asum not exceeding £400, to enable the * New

Engrossed—-and Committeo
to present,

Notice of Address to Gov-
€rnor,

Documents from the Goy-
ernor.,

On Tabl:,

Address to Governor,

York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company to remove the
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Salisbury, Rubin, and Merlin Rocks in the narrows of the Harbor of St.
John’s, and this House will indemnify Your Excellency therefor.

Ungrossed—and Committee  Ordered,—That the same be engrossed and presented to His Excellen-
=0 preaent,
cy by Mr. Hogsett and Mr. Shea.

Mr. Speaxer, by command of His Excellency the Governor, -presented
to the House the following Documents, transmitted through Mr. Secieta-
ry Crowdy :— .
Documents from the Gov-  Statement of expenditure under the Act 14th Vic., by the Central
Road Board to 10th January, 1854,

Statement of expenditure under the Act 16th Vic., cap. 5.
(For which see Appendém.)
On Table, Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table,

Then the House adjourned till to.morrow, at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 26th Arnir, 1854,

Putition from Barron Is- Mr. SaEa presented a Petition from Richard Mackay and others, of
Barren Island, which was received and read,—Praying for a grant to
build a public wharf there.

On Table. Ordered—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Then the House adjourned till Monday next' at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 1st May, 1854,

Motion for Select Comnit- Mr. SHEA gave notice that on to:worrow he would move for the ap-
e on xetring $TOVALE:  pointment of a Select.Committee to consider and report on the Message
of His Excellency, on the subject of the retiring allowances to certain Of- -

ficials.
Sotion for Comittee on Mr. HoeseTT gave notice:that on to-morrow he would move the House -
the conduct (5 '
DeaBamos O V% into a Committee of the whole on the: -subject, of the conduet of his Honor

Judge DesBarres, on the Southern Circuit Court, in the fall of 1853.
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Mr. Hovres moved, pursuant to order of the day, seconded by M.
Warren,

- . ] : : Motion for 2nd eading of
) That the Bill to prevent the exportation of Bait be now read a second M :iggpgft 2nd Jeading o
ime.

Whereupon,
Mr. HoGseTT moved in amendment, seeonded by Mr, WixseRr,
That the Bill be read a second time this day six months. Amendment:

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared,

For the Amendment, 5. Against the Amendment, 4.
Mr. Hogsett Mr. Hoyles Division,
« Little « Warren
“  Winser « March
“ Benning “ Bemister.

*  Hanrahan,
So it passed in the affirmative, and Amendment affirmed,
Ordered accordingly.

Mr. HorLEs moved, pursuant to order of the day, seconded by Mr.
MarcH,

That the Bill to Incorporate the Union Bank of Newfoundland be now Motion for 2nd reading of

read a second time. Unlon Bunk Bill,
Whereupon,
‘Mr. LiTTLE moved in amendment, seconded by Mrx. Hocserr,
That the Bill be read a second time this day week. Amendment.

And the question being put thereon, the Amendment passed in the Amendment sfirmed.
affirmative on a similar division as the foregoing, and

Ordcred accordingly.

Mr. MaRcH moved, pursuant to order of the day, seconded by Mr.
WARREN,

That the Bill for the protection of the Seal Fishery be now read a 8e- Motion for 2nd resding o
. . Seal Fishery protection
cond time. Bill.

‘Whereupon,
Mr. HocsETT inoved in Amendment, seconded by Mr. Winszs, .
That the Bill be read a second time on the 15th inst. Amendment;
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Arcdarent sdimed, And the House dividing thereon, the Amendment passed in the affirm-
ativeon o similar division 4s the foregoing, and

Ordered accordingly.

Mr. WagreN moved, pursuant to order of the day, seconded by M.
BEMISTER,

Maotion jor 2nd =radicg of 3 3 H $ H P; 3
Moo o That the Bill to prov.1de for the packing and inspection of Pickled Fish
be now read a second time.

Whereupon,

" Mr. Hocsert moved in Amendment, seconded by Mr. Winszr,

That the Bill be read a second time on the 15th inst.

Ar:endment cfSmed: And the House dividing thereon, the Amendment passed in the affirm-
ative on a similar division as the foregoing, and
Ordered accordingly.
Memerial from Canada Mr. LirTiE preseated a Memorial from Brooking, Son. & Co., of St.
Fteam Zeavigaticn Comaay.

John's, Agents to the Canada Steam Navigation Company, which was rc-
ceived and read, setting forth,—That since the 25th of June last, three of
the Company’s Steam vessels put into this port for a supply of coals and
provisions, which vessels had paid in the aggregate the sum of £53 10s.
6d. stg. as Lignt dues; and praying that a proportion thereof may be re-
funded, as an encouragement to the Company making this a regular Port
of Call; and also praying that an alteration might be made in the Act
15th Vie., Cap. 3, so that 2 maximum and minimum amount of tonnage
niay be fized on each vessel, at which the sum of sxxpence per ton shall
cease to be imposed.

On Table. Ordercd,—~That the said Petition do lie upbn the Table.

Petition for incrense of sa-  Mr. MarcH presented a Petition from William Stoneman and others,
lary to Postman of [rinity. . s ~ . . . .
of Trinity, Catalina, and Bonavista, which was received and read,—Pray-
ing that the present salary of £25 paid the Postman between those sct-
tlements may be increased.

On Table. Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Road Tetitions fran Bird Also, a Petition from Robert Tilley and others, of Bird Island Cove,
which was received and read,—Praying for a grant to improve the roads
there.

On Table, Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Potition feom Matthew Mr. Winser presented a Petition from Matthew Melvin of LaManche,

which was received and read,—Praying that some assistance may be giv-
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en to enable him to re-build his dwelling-house, which was accidentally
destroyed by fire on the 4th April last,

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HooserT presented a Petition from Edward Bishop and others, of 3

St. Mary’s, Salmonier, and adjacent settlements: also, a Petition from
John Walsh and others, of St. Mary’s, and Holyrood, which were sever-
ally received and read : praying for grants to improve roads in those dis-
tricts.

Ordcred,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HaNRAHAN, with consent of His Excellency the Governor, pre-
sented a Petition from John Munn and others, of Harbor Grace, which
was received and read, setting forth,—The distress produced in Concep-
tion Bay from the failure of the potato crop, and praying for a grant to
enable them to purchase seed oats, and barley.

Ordered—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

He also presented a Petition from Joseph Baggs, schoolmaster, of West-
ern Bay, which was received and read,—Praying that he may be reim-
bursed for the amount of rent which he has paid for the hire of a school}
room during the last six years.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

He also presented a Petition from Roger Toole, of Cats Cove, which
was received and read,—Praying that compensation may be made him
for land taken by the Road Commissioners, when making the Conception
Bay line. '

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Ther the House adjourned till to-morrew at Two of the clock.

TUESDAY, 2nd May, 1854,

Mr. Hanranax presented the following Petitions, which were severally
received and read :

On Table.

Road Petitions from S,
ry's.

Petition from Conception
Bay.

Petition from JosephBa
of Wester Bay. phSeeE

Petition from  Roger Toole
of Cat’s Cove.

On Table,

From Charles Cozens and others, of Brigus, setting forth,—The bene- Petitions in favor of News

fits they derive from the operations of the Newfoundland School Society,
and praying that the annual grant in support thereof may be continued :

fonndland School Society.



1. titions from Port de
Grave and Bareneed,

Petitions from Brigus and
Bareneed,

Petitions from Trinity Bay,
praying for continuation of
the educationsl grant,

Petitions from Hearts Cone
tent.

On Table,

Committee on Judge
DesBarres,
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From Thos. Wilson and others, of Salmon Cove, of the same tenor as
the foregoing :

From Charles Cozens and others, of Brigus, and Salmon Cove, pray-
ing that a grant may be made to enable the Newfoundland School Society
to repair the school-houses in those localities.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. BemisTer presented Petitions from John Wilcox and others, of
Port de Grav;, and from Samuel Batten and others, of Bareneed, which
were severally received and read,—Praying that the amount granted the
Newfoundland School Society may be centinued.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

He also presented a Petition from John Wilcox and others, of Brigus,
and from Samuel Batten and others, of Bareneed, which were severally re-
ceived and read,—Praying that a grant may be made to enable the New-
foundland School Society to repair the school-houses there.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Marcr presented Petitions from Joseph Hopkins and others, of
Hearts Content, James Penny and others, of English Harbor, and from
James Collis and others, of Trinity, which were severally received and
read,—Praying that the annual grant to the Newfoundland School Socie:
ty may be continued.

Ordered.—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

He also presented Petitions from the before-mentioned pariies, which
were severally received and read,—Praying for grants to repair the
school-houses in connection with the Newfoundland School Society.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.
On motion of Mr. HoeskrT, seconded by Mr. SﬁEA,

Resolved,—That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of
the whole to inquire into the conduct of the hon. Judge DesBarres, on
the Southern Circuit Court.

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr. SpEAKER left the Chair,

Mr. BemsTeR took the Chair of the Committee,

Mr. SpeaxER resumed the Chair,

The Cheirman reported from the Committee that they had -considered
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the business fo them referred, and .had come to a Resolution thereon, Report.
which they had directed him to report to the House ; and he handed:the
Resolution inat the Clerk’s Table, where. the same was read, as follows:

Resolved,—That this Committee rise, report progress, and ask leave to f:::el:ﬁmwmmmm
sit again on the 12th inst., and that the Speaker be instructed to summon
George Simms, James Simms, jr., John Stephenson, Capt. John Harrahan,
Thomas Kough, Robert Oke, and Richard Cox, to be present on the said
12th inst., to be examined before the Committee.

Mr. SHEA gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address to Notice of Address to Gor-
the Governor, respectfully requesting that he will cause the following Re- )
turas to be laid before the House.

Number of vessels, tonnage, and men, that entered inwards at this port
during the year ended 5th January, 1854, .

Number of vessels, tonnage, and men, cleared outwards at this port dur-
ing the year ended 5th January, 1854,

Return of exports, shewing the countries to which exported, for the
same period.

Number and tonnage of vessels built in the colony.

Number and tonnage of vessels belonging to the colony in the same
period.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

YWEDNESDAY, 3rd May, 1854.

At half-past Two o’clock, the names of members present being taken agjourned for want of »
down, as follow :—Messrs. Winser, Warren, Benning, and Hanrshan, %
Mr. Speaker adjourned the House for. want of a quorum.

THURSDAY, 4th May, 1854.

On motion of Mr. SpEs, seconded by Mr, LiTTiz,
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Select Committes on Retir-  Jesolved,—That a Select Committee be appointed te take into conside-
ing ullowances. ration the Message from His Excellency the Governor in reference to the
Retiring allowances of certain officials.

Ordered,—That Messrs. Shes, Little, Hogsett, Hanrahan, and Benning,
do form such Committee.

On motion of Mr. SaEa, seconded by Mr. HaNRAHAN,

Resolved—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To His Excellency Ker Barrie Hamit-
toN, Esq., Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and cover the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c., &c.

MAy 11T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLE‘\ZCY,

Address to Governor. The House of Assembly respectfully request that Your Excellency
will be pleased to cause to be laid before the House a return of the pum-
ber of vessels, tonnage, and men, that entered inwards at this Port dur-
ing the year ended 5th January, 1854.

A return of the number of vessels, tonnage, and men, that cleared out-
wards at this Port during the year ended 5th January, 1854.

Return of Exports, shewing the countries to which exported, for the
same pertod. :

No. and tonnage of vessels built in the colony.

No. of vessels belonging to the colony, for the same period.

Engrossel—nd Commitiee  Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
celleney by Mr. Shea and Mr. Hanrahan.

Notices of Addresses to Mr. LirtLE gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address

Governor, . . .
to the Governor, respectfully requesting that His Excellency will be
pleased to inform the House whether His Excellency has received any
additional Despatches from the Colonial Office, besides what has been al-
ready laid before the House, on the subject of Responsible Government,
and if so, that he will be pleased to cause the same to be communicated
to the House:

Also, that on to-morrow he would wove an Address to His Excellency
the Governor, respectfully requesting that he will be pleased to cause in-
formation to be laid before the House whether any Despatches have been
received in relation to the subJect of the Currency Bill adopted by this
House last session, either prior to, or since its adoption ; and that His
Excellency will be pleased to lay the same before the Assembly, with the
reasons why the same were not communicated to the Assembly last ses-
sion, if in the possession of the Excellenicy at that time. © -
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Also, that on to.morrow he would move an Address to His Excellency,
respectfully requesting that he will be pleased to cause the Report of the
last annual meeting of the Savings’ Bank to be laid before the House;
also, to ascertain on what authority the Directors of the Bank have noti-
fied Depositors that the payment of interest on the excess of their deposits
beyond the sum of £200 cy., should cease after the 1st of July next;
what amount of deposits would be subject to the operation of such re-
strictions; how it would affect the funds and affairs of that institution; and
what are the reasons or necessities fer the adoption of such course.

Mr. LiTTLE, from the deputation to present the Address on the subject
of His Excellency the Governor’'s Message for a loan of £15,000, reported
that His Excellency had handed him the following reply:

I exceedingly regret that there should be any hesitation on the part of

the Assembly as to passing a Loan Bill, (a measure of inevitable necessity)
to meet the present emergencies and the obligations of the colony, a sub-
ject to which their attention had been urgently called by my Message a3
well as my Speech at the opening of the session.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Two of the clock.

FRIDAY, 5th May, 1854.

Mr. March presented a Petition from Jane Coleman, of Trinity, which
was received and read, setting forth,—That she has the contract for carry-
ing the mails across Trinity Bay, and that on the 27tk February last the

*packet-boat employed on that service was driven out to sea by the ice.
"That on the 1st of March she was with much difficulty brought into Sal-
vage by some of the inhabitants there, to whom she has been obliged to
pay thirteen pounds, as consideration for the service rendered. That she
has likewise sustained a heavy loss in anchors and chains; and praying
that some compensation may be made her.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. LirTLE presented a Petition from Robert Oke and others, of Por-
tugal Cove, which was received and read,—Praying that the annual grant
to the Newfoundland School Society may be continued, and also that an
amount may be voted for the repair of school-houses in connection there-
with.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Notice of motion for Report
of annual meeting of the
Savings’ Bank;

Reply of the Governor to
the Address on Loan Bill.

Petition from Jane Cole-
man, ot Trinity,

On Table.

Petition in favor of New-
foundland School Society.

On Table,
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ger, of Portugal Cove.
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Road Petition from Torbay.

On Table,

Notice for Committee on
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Addres~ to Governor,

Tagrowwed——and Committee
to pre 2ut,

Address to Govemor,
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He also presented a Petition from Martin Bulger, . of Portugal Cove,
which:was received and read,—Praying that compensation might be made
him for the loss sustained from the burning of his house and property
there on the 20th November last.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

He also presented Petitions from John Delaney & others, of Pouche
Cove, from John Shea and others, of the same place, and from Richard
‘Woodfine and others, of Torbay, which were severally received and read,
—Praying for grants to open and repair roads in those localities. '

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HovLEs gave notice that on Monday next he would move the
House into a Committee of the whole upon Ways and Means.

On.motion of Mr. LirTLE, pursuant to notice, scconded by Mr, HANRA-
AN,

Fesolvad—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To Ilis Excellency Ker Bairuie Hawir.

10N, Esq., Governor and Commander-in-

Chief in and cver the Island of New-

Joundland and its Dependencies, &c.,&c.

Max 1r pLEASE Your EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully request that should Your Excel-
lency have received any additional Despatches from the Colonial Office
on the subject of Responsible Government, besides that already present-
ed to the House, Your Excellency will be pleased to cause the same to
be laid.before the House.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Exx
cellency by Mr. Litile and Mr. Hanrahan.

On motion of Mr. LirtLE, scconded by Mr. IanrAHAN,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—
To His Excellency Ker Baruie Haair-
ToN, Esquire, Governor and Command.-
er-in-Chief -in and over the Island of
Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c.
&e o AT '
May 1t PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly most respectfully request that Your Excellen.
cy will be pleasrd to cause the report of the last annual meeting of the
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Newfoundland Savings’ Bank, and the Minutes thereof, to. be laid before
the House: also, that Your Excellency will be pleased to cause a copy
of the Bye-laws of the Institution to be laid before the House, tha.t we
may ascertain upon what authority the Directors of the Bank have notifi-
ed Depositors that the payment of interest on the excess of their deposits
beyond the sum of Two Hundred Pounds, will cease after the first.of July
next ; what amount of deposits would be subject to the operation of such
vestriction ; how it would affect the funds and affairs of that Institution ;
and what are the reasons or necessities for the adoption of such course.

Ordered,—That the same be engrossed and presented to His Excellen-
lency the Governor by Mr. Little and - Mr. Hanrahan.

On motion of Mr. L1TTLE, seconded by Mr. Haxranaxy,

Resolved,—That the following Address he pxesented to His Excellency
the Governor :~— : :

To His Excellency Ker Bamwuie Hamirn-
TON, ¥sq., Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c. &c.

May 17 PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

.The House of Assembly respectfully request that Your Excellency
will be pleased to inform the House whether the local Government has
received any Despatches in relation to the subject of the Currency,either
prior to or since the adoption of the Bill thereon last session, and if so,
that Your Execzllency will be pleased to lay the same before the Flouse;
together with the reasons why they were not communicated to the Assem-
bly last session, ifin the possessmn of the Executive before that time.

Engrossed—and Committec
to present.

Addréss to Governor,

Ordered,—That the same be engrossed and presented to His Exceﬂen— Engrossed~and Committee

¢y by Mr. Little. and Mr. Hamahan y
Then the House adgourned till ‘\Ionday ne*:t at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 8th May, 1854.

to present

Mr. SpeaxEr, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presented Documents from the Gove

to the House the followmo' Documents, transmltted through Mr. Secreta-
ry Crowdy —

Letter from the Premdent of the ‘Directors of the St. John's Hospital,
with statement of Account current ‘for the year ending 3lst Deeember,
1853. '

€1nor,
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Letter from the Chief Justice, and presentment from the Grand Jury,
in reference to the necessity of an increase being made in the Police
force.

Statement of the expenditure of the grant of last session to the Agri-
cultural Society.

Returns from the Colonial Postal Department from the 5th January to

30th September, 1853.
(For which see Appendiz.)

Ordered, —That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Bemister presented the following Petitions, which were severaliy
received and read :

Trom Denis Mackin and others, of Brigus,—Praying for an increase of
salary to the commercial Schoolmaster there :

From Joseph Skelton and others, of Bay Roberts, Israel Goss and
others, of Upper Island Cove, and Bishop’s Cove, and from John Stark
and others, of Harbor Grace,—Praying that the annual grant to the
Newfoundland School may be continued ; and that an additional sum may
be voted to repair the schoolhouses in connection therewith :

Also, o Petition from John S. Peach and others, the Committee of the
Wesleyan school there,—Praying that a larger proportion of the amount
of £70, voted for the support of a Commercial School there, may be ap-
propriated to them than has hitherto been done.

Ordered.—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

On motion of Mr. HovLes, seconded by Mr. BemistEr, pursuant to
notice,

Resolved,~That the House do now resolve itself into a Committéc
of the Whole on Ways and Means.

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr. SPEARER left the Chair,

Mr. HanranaN took the Chair of the Committee.

M. Seeaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that fhey had made some
progress in the business to them referred, and had instructed him t> ask
leave to sit again on the further consideration thereof.

Ordered,—That the Committee have leave to sit again on Thursday
next. ;
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Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

TUESDAY, 9th May, 1854,

Mr. SuEa, from the Select Committee appointed to take into considera-
tion the Message from His Excellency the Governor on the subject of a
loan of £15,000, for the general purposes of the colony, presented the re-
port, which he handed in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was read
as follows :—

The Select Committee appointed to consider the Message of His Ex-
cellency the Governor, respecting the proposal to raise aloan of £15,000
for the purposes of the Government, beg to report that they have inquir-
ed into the monetary affairs of the colony, and while they fully concur in
the necessity of upholding the public faith, they do not deem it necessary
to advise a loan to the amount stated in the Message, as it contemplates
the payment of monies not yet voted by the Legislature,

As, however, there will be a deficiency to be provided for, which will
be shown by the annexed statement, the Committee recommend that a
Bill be introduced to provide for the raising of aloan to the extent of
Six Thousand Pounds, which Bxll they beg leave to annex as a part of

this Report.
A bHEA

" E. HANRAHAN.
Committee-Room, ;
8th May, 1854.

STATEMENT OF LIABILITIES AND ASSETS TO Isr JuLy, 1854,

To outstanding Warrants...... £2000| By cash........ Ceraniene . £2100
“ unpaid interest...... . 800| ** Bonds on hand........... 9000
“ Treasury Notes.............. 7000| « Bonds and cash 1stJ uly,

“ Poor Commissioners........ 3000 probable amouat........ 17000
“ Lunatic Asylum............ 1067, “ Balance..ieierissisernns, 5501
“ IncidentalS...cc.. coreeransene 1000
“ Education.......ccoeieveannn. 2050
“ Special salaries.....ccoeeveeee 1100
“ Debt 1st July..emereeens o 44064 .
« Interest d0............ w. 3000]
“ Savings’ Bank.. v 8120]
£33,601 , £33,501

Report of Sclect Commit-
tee on Governor's Messagc
for loan of £15,000,
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Ordered,—That the said Report be adopted.

Mr. HanrAHAN reported that His Excellency, in reply to the Ad-
dress requesting that His Excellency would be pleased to lay before the
House any additional Despatches he may have received from the Home
Government on the subject of Responsible Gevernment, had been pleased
to say he had not received any further Despatches on that subject: Also,
that in reply to the Address on the subject of the Newfoundland Savings’
Bank, His Excellency had been pleased to say he would lay the Address
before the Directors of that Institution :

And, that in reply to the Address requesting information on the sub-
ject of the Currency Bill of last session, His Excellency had handed him
the following Despatch:

COPY OF TREASURY MINUTE, DATED JUNE 29, 1852,

——

My Lords have before them the Act passed by the Canadian Legisla-
ture on the 31st August, 1851, entitled ¢ An Actto provide for the in-
troduction of the decimal system into the currency of this province, and
otherwise to amend the laws relative to the currency,” which was trans-
mitted to this Board in the letter from the Board of Trade of the second
April last.

My Lords have also before them an Act passed by the Legislature of
New Brunswick on the Tth April, 1852, entitled “ An Act for establish-
ing a tender in all payments to be made in this province, and for consoli-
dating and amending the Laws relating to the Currency therein,” which

was submitted to their Lordships in the letter from the Board of Trade of
the Srd inst.

Their Lordships advert to the correspondence which passed between
this Board and the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, in the
years 1850 and 1851, on the subject of the Currency of Canada.

My Lords have at the same time before them a Memorandum, dated
the 30th December, 1851, prepared by the late Charcellor of the Exche-
quer, on the general question of the currency of the-British provinces in
North America, a copy of which Memorandum was commuaicated confi-
dentially by Lord Grey to the Governor-General of Canada, who has
stated that it may be taken as a satisfactory basis for the settlement of the
question.

This Memorandum was in the following terms :

“The subject of the currenctes in our North American colonies has
been frequently brought before the Government by the proposals ‘of vari-
ous kinds, which have been made from the different provinces, and it is
one upon which it is most desuable to 'zrrlve at some satisfactory conclu-
sion.
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“ Nothing can be more unsatisfactory than their present state. The
law and regulations differ in every colony, and in some instances the law
and the practice differ in the same colony ; and many of the proposals
which have been made for remedying partial inconveniences arising from
this statc of things, would only have added further sources of discrepancy.

“ By the existing regulations in Canada, the Eagle of the United
States, coined since 1834, containiug about 232 grains of pure gold, which
coin at present forms the basis of the currency of the colony, is rated at
2Us. currency.

In New Drunswick the old Eagle coined previously to the alterstion of
the Mint Law of the United States in 1834, and containing about 247
grains of pure gold is rated at 50s.: but it is probable that the new Eagle,
ihoush a coin of inferior value, passes at the same rate.  In Canada the
<iiver dollar is rated at 5s. 1d., and in this rating are included Spanish
and South American, as well as United States coins of this denomination,
though differing slightly in intrinsic value, 'With this exception, which is
only trifling, the rate of 5s. 1d. was a correct adjustment (taking the
price of Standard Silver at 5s. per ounce) of the dollar to the pound ster-
ling, after the currency of the province had become depreciated from the
ot rate of 3s. for the silver dollar, by the admission of the new Eagle in-
to circulation as eqguivalent to fifty shiilings Canadian cwrency, which
suis had been formerly payable only by ten silver dollars.

“In New Brunswick the rate assigned to the United States dollar
is Bs. )

*In Nova Scotia the dollar is rated at 5s. 23d, and other coins are ad-
Justed to that rate, calculating silver relatively to gold at the average of
Ss. per ounce for Standard Siiver.

“In Newfoundland there is no legal rating for any coins, but a dollar
is cousidered to be worth Bs. In Prince Edward’s Island, where the
greatest depreciation has taken place, a dollar is rated at 6s. and the half-
dollar at 3s.

“ The discrepancies in the Currency of the different colonies are not
the only, or indeed the most pressing inconveniences which have arisen
from the present state of things. As the denomination of account em-
ployed does not in any case correspond with the sub-divisions of the coins
in circulation, there is great difficulty in adjusting the smaller coins to
their proportionate rates in reference to the larger coins, and in order to
avoid inconvenient fractions, the former frequently pass in retail transac-
tions aé a value differing from that which they bear by law.

“ The rating of all these coins in the different colonies is derived with
more or less discrepancy from the conventional rate of 5s., or one-fourth
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of a pound, assigned in old times to the Spanish dollar, which was then
the usual medium of exchange in the British Colonies.  This rate which
was originally an over valuation of the coin, was nominally adhered to
after the dollar became depreciated in value, and, as is usually the case,
when coins are rated to a new denomination upon no fixed principle,
other coins came into circulation without due regard to their relative in-
trinsic value, and that coin which was most overvalued in any colony be-
came for the time the measure of its currency.

¢ In Prince Edward’s Island an extragavant issue of Treasury Notes and
Bonds has carried the depreciation to a very much greater length.

< These sources of error were increased by the course pursucd in the
United States in regard to their currency. In adopting the decimal sys-
tem with the dollar as the unit of Account, the Spanish dollar was propos-
ed us the basis of the currency of that country, but in the regulation of
its cuinage, the proportion of fine silver assigned by law to the United
States dollar was less than that contained in the Spanish dollar; and the
currency was further depreciated in 1834, by an alteration of the gold
coins, which diminished the quantity of pure gold in the Eagle, and re-
duced its value, according to the relative price of silver and gold, below
the intrinsic value of 10 silver United States dollars.

“ The effect upon the currency of Canada, where the dollar and Eagle
are both legal tender, has been a corresponding depreciation; for, where-
as formerly 50s. currency could only be paid by 10 Spanish dollars, it
might have been paid for some years by 10 United States dollars, and it
may now be paid by an United States Eagle, which is of less intrinsic va-

"lue, not only than 10 Spanish dollars, but than 10 Sllver dollars of the
United States.

“ The disproportion above adverted to between the gold and silver coins
of the United States has been recently increased by the fall in the value
of gold, in conscquence of the large supplies of that metal from Califor-
nia. It is understood that some measures are in contemplation for an al-
teration of the Mint Laws of the United States, with the view of remedy-

ing the inconvenience which is at present felt from the want of silver
coins.

“ The uncertainty which at present exists with regard to the relative
value of the precious Metals, while it brings under more prominent no-
tice the inconvenience of the present system, increases the difficulty of
adjusting the relative rates of gold and silver coins. It would also be ve-
1y desirable to know what measires may be adopted by the United States
Govcernment upon the subject of their currency, as it would obviously be
a convenicnce to the inhabitants of our colonies bordering on the United
States if their currency can be made readily convertible into some deno-
wination of that of the United States.
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¢ The existing circumstances also shew very strongly the evils which
bave arisen from partial and unconnected proceedings in different colo-
nies, and give additional reasons against a course of legislation which, pro-
ceeding on the principle of correcting inconveniences as they arise, and
with little if any reference to general principles or more enlarged views,
tend only in the end to aggravate the difficulties of dealing with the ques-
tion satisfactorily. It is desirable thevefore to consider whether some
course may not be adopted for placing the currency of the whole North
American provinces on a sound and uniform basis.

“ The most obvious measure for this purposc would be that which has
been formerly suggested, of superseding the various local currencies, and
reverting to the sterling money and denomination of account of this coun-
try, as has been done in our West Indian Colonies. There are, however,
some practical difficulties in doing this, and it is understood that objec-
tions are entertained in some of the colonies to this course. The constant
intercourse which takes place between the United States and the British
Provinces bordering on them, affords a reason for not unnecessarily dis-
turbing a system which, though defective in itself, has the advantage of
easy adaptation to the currency of the neighboring country with which so
much intercourse takes place even in small retail transactions, and thus
facilitates this description of traffic across the border. It would appear
therefore to be the most expedient course to introduce amendments on the
basis of the system which, with minor variations and points of difference,
prevails in four of the British North American Colonies, rather than at-
tempt a complete alteration of the existing currency.

« The coins which at present constitute the basis of the circulation in
Canada, are, as has been observed, the Gold Coins of the United States,
which correspond in value very conveniently with the denominations of
Canadian cutrency. The pound sterling is rated in Canadian currency at
£1 4s. 4d., and therefore, looking to the intrinsic value of the Eagle as
compared with the sovereign or pound sterling, this latfer coin is correctly
rated at 50s. currency. 'The legal currency of New Brunswick, though
presenting some anomalies, differing to a slight degree inits relation to
British sterling, probably i practice assimilates to that of Canada, and
might be adjusted without much difficulty to like rates.

¢ In Nova Scotia it does not appear that the United States eagle is rat-
ed for circulation, but gold and silver coins of Spain, Mexico, &ec., are
correctly adjusted (according to recent valuations,) to the local currency
at the rate of £1 bs. currency to the pound sterling.

¢ In Prince Edward’s Island the United S‘tates,eagie is slightly under-
valued relatively to the sovereign, and the currency has been depreciatéd
to the proportion of £1 10s. currency to the pound sterling.
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In these two colonies, any change for the purpose of introducing a
sound and uniform system must lead to some alteration of the value as-
signed to the pound currency, and in this case it will be necessary to
make provision for the payment of existing contracts.

« In Newfoundland, as has been observed, the rates af which the coins
in circulation are current are merely conventional, but as what is usually
termed Halifax currency, or the rating of the dollar at 5s. appears to be
considered as the basis of the currency of the Island, it approximates to
that of Canada.

« Assuming then the Canada pound as the basis of a new arrangement
of the currencies of the North American Colonies, it would appear that a
pound of that value might be advantageously adopted as the pound of all
the currencies of the North American Colonies, and that with the object
of giving a clear and fixed value to this denomination of ¢ pound North
American currency,” a coin cught to be struck at her Majesty’s Mint,
containing 101.32 grains of standard gold, or 92,877 grains of fine gold,
which is the proportion in quantity to the sovereign which the pound in
Canadian currency bears in value to the pound sterling ; and that such
a coin, to be termed the North American pound, might be taken as the
unit, to which the various currencies of the British Colonies in North Ame-
rica should be adjusted.

«1f the principle of fixing a gold standard, with a coin representing an
unit peculiar to those provinces, is adopted, it will be necessary to con-
sider what arrangements should be made for a subordinate silver and cop-
per currency.

«If the attempt is made to adjust silver coins to a gold standard accord-
ing to their intrinsic value, a double measure of value is in effect consti-
tuted, and a slight overvaluation of the coins of either metal will cause a
preference to be given to such coins in circulation. It is impossible to
arrive at any settlement of the relative value of the two descriptions of
coins on this principle which will not be liable to disturbance as the sup-
ply of one or other of the precious metals prevails, and it has been found
in practice, that whenever this system has been attempted, the arrange-
ment has ended in one metal alone becoming practically the measure of
value.

«In such cases a slight undervaluation of the gold coins is attended
with less practical inconvenience than results from an undervaluation of
silver coins,because the facilities for transport which gold coins afford, will
always give them a preference for some purposes over silver coins, and
they may pass in exchange at a small premium (as was the case in France
until lately) without disturbing the silver circulation,

« An undervaluation of the silver coins; on the other hand, is attend-
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ed with obvious inconvenience, beeause as a premium cannot be exacted
in the small transactions in which such coins pass in payment, there must,
when those coins are undervalued, be a constant tendency to their ex-
portation, and an extraordinary rise in the price of silver, or (which asre-
gards this matter produces the same result,) fall in the price of gold, must
render it impossible that any such coins, unless they are worn and debas-
ed, should long continue to circulate with the gold coins of the country.
The present condition of the currency of the United States (where they
have been reduced to coining a dollar in gold, a piece apparently too small
in so valuable a metal for the purposes of circulation,) affords a frequent
example of this effect. It shows the inexpediency of adopting their valu-
ation of the silver dollar, as was proposed in Canada at a time when, in
consequence of the undervaluation of that coin, it had mainly disappear-
ed from the circulation of the United States, and even from Canada, where
a higher rating was assigned to it.

«“ These considerations lead to the conclusion that there is no other
Plan on which the subordinate Silver currency can be so conveniently ad.
Justed to a Gold standard, as that which has been adoptedin this country,
of coining silver tokens of intrinsic value less than that which they repre-
sent, for the fractional parts of the gold Mint, and imposing a limitation
on the sum for the payment of which they shall be a legal tender, It
would however, be essential to an efficient working of such’a system, that
the auxiliary coinage be kept altogether subordinate to that which: forms
the standard- of value, and if the proposed course be adopted, it will be ne-
cessary to devise some means for restricting the quantity of the Silver to-
ken coins to be put into circulation within such a limit as is indispensa.
ble for the minor transactions of the retail trade of the provinces.

Tt is true that a limitation of the tender, as it restricts the uses 6f the
Coin, will, if strictly observed, contribute to produce this effect ; but it
may be difficult in the first instance to insure the observance of such a re-
gulation in colonies in which the circulating medium has been subject to
frequent changes upon no fixed principle ;—and depreciation, or at any
rate inconvenience would ensue, if, in consequence of too great a facility
for obtaining supplies of token Coins, their circulation should be exteng. -
ed beyond the proper requirements of such a description of currency.

“ The extensive use of 5s. currency notes in Canada, renders it the more
necessary that this part of the subject should receive careful considera-
tion. For the reasons already mentioned in reference to the United
States Goold Dollar, it would not be desirable that a gold com should be .
struck for circulation in the North American coloniés of & smaller value
than half a pound Canadian currency, and insuch case the Bs. note
would represent no coin of the same:intrinsic value. .  Tn the United
-States the Dollar Notes have hitherto been payable in Coins, either silyer
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or gold, of intrinsic value corresponding with that expressed in the note,
and there have also hitherto existed in the United States Coins of smallex
denomination, but still of intrinsic value equal to their denomination, in
which the dollar notes may be paid. If, however,in the North American
provinces no limitation is placed on the issue of the proposed token
coins, and if notes for so small a sum as 5s. currency are allowed to cir-
culate to an unlimited extent, each of which can only be paid in a coin
of less tntrinsic value than the sum represented by the note, and for seve-
ral of which notes the holders could only demand such token coins up to
the amount for which they are made legal tender, the effect upon the cur-
rency of the colony cannot but be most prejudicial. If a subordinate Sil-
ver coinage of this description were established, it would probably be the
most convenient course that it should represent decimal fractions of the
proposed pound. The advantage of a decimal subdivision is obvious, and
though the designation of shillings and pence is used in all the North
American colonies, the terms do not agree with the value of any coin in
circulation there, and the change therefore would not be attended with
many of those difficulties which ordinarily attend an alteration of the de-
nomination of account.

“ The establishment of a Cuarrency on the above principle would neces-
sarily lead to the exclusion of Foreign Silver Coins from being legal ten-
der, except, perhaps, to a limited amount, but the Gold Coins of the Unit-
ed States might continue to be legal tender at their relative value to the
Canadian pound, subject to an alteration of the rates at which they are
admittted as a legal tender in the event of any alteration in their contents
of pure gold, and the coins of Great Britain, as by law established in this
country, with the same limitation on the tender of the silver coins, would
continue to be legal tender.

“The foregoing observations contain only a general outline of the pro-
posed scheme, the detailed arrangements fox carrying out which must he
reserved for future consideration,”

“ December 30, 1851.”

S———— ety

My Lords concur in the views stated by Sir Charles Wood in the fore-
going memorandum, and they proceed to consider the Canada and New
Brunswick Acts, now before them, with reference ‘fo the scheme which
is proposed in the memorandum for an uniform currency in the British
North American Colonies.

It would have been more satisfactory, if arrangements could have becn
made for the simultaneous adoption of that scheme throughout those colo-
nies, or ab any rate, in the three principal provinees, Canada, Nova Scotia
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and New Brunswick, but there is difficulty in obtaining the concurrent
action of independent Legislatures on the subject, and My Lords are inclin-
ed to hope that when the proposed plan is established in Canada and New
Brunswick, the other colonies will follow in the same course, and that the
important object of an uniform system will thus be sooner obtained than it
would be if Legislation on the subject were suspended. until the whole of
the colonies united in the measure. ‘

The Canadian Act was passed before the government of that province
received an intimation of the views of the late Chancellor of the Exche-
quer; but with the exception of the 5th section, so far as it applies to
silver coins, and especially to the silver dollars and half dollars of the
United States, the provisions of the Act are not inconsistent with the
scheme proposed in the memorandum,

It is not now necessary to enter further into the question of the rating
proposed by the Canadian Legislature for the silver dollar, which formed
a subject for discussion in the previous letters from this Board on the
subject of the Canadian currency, because the United States Congress has,
by an Act passed this year, revised their silver currency, and adopted
the measure which was anticipated, of reducing the intrinsic value of their
silver coins, and making them a subordinate Token currency, with a lim-
itation of the tender, on a principle analogous to that adopted in this coun-
try in 1816.  The Silver Dollar therefore no longer constitutes an integ-
ral part of the currency of the United States, and it will be essential, not
only to the scheme proposed by Her Majesty’s Governwent, but also to
the object which the Canadian Government has in view, of assimilating
their currency to that of the United States, either that the Silver dollar
should be excluded altogether from the circulation of Canada, or if the
United States Silver Dollar be rated at all, that a limitation on the
Tender be established, similar to that imposed by the recent law of the
United States. In this respect, therefore, it will be necessary to revise the
provisions of the Canada Act, now before this Board ; and my Lords
think that it may be left to the Canadian Government, either to amend
that Act in order to bring it into conformity with the proposed arrange-
ment, or to introduce a new Act repesling all the existing currency Acts
of the province, and establishing new regulations in accordance with the
proposed scheme.

The latter course would afford the advantage of bringing the Laws re-
lating to the currency under one view, and of simplifying the regulations
on the subject. ’

It appears to my Lords that in this case the enactment to be adopted.
may be of a very simple character, and they would suggest it should con-
tain provisions to the following effect :—

I.  To declare the pound currency to be equivalent to, and to represent,
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the quantity of 101.32 grains of standard gold, or 92.877 grains of purc
gold, and that coins, which Her Majesty may think fit to direct to be
struck at Her Majesty’s mint, of that value or divisions or multiples there-
of, and shall declare by proclamation to be current coin in the British
Colonies of North America, shall be the legal standard measure of value
within the province.

IT. That the gold coins of the United Kingdom shall continue to pass
current, and be legal tender at the rates now assigned to them, viz.: the
Sovereign at £1 4s. 4d. currency, and other coins at equivalent propor-
tions.

III. That the gold coins of the United States, issued from the Mint
of that country according to the laws now in force therein, shall pass cur-
rent and be legal tender at existing rates, viz.: the Eagle at £2 10s. cur-
rency, and other coins at equivalent proportions.

IV. That it shall be lawful for the Governor-General in Council to
declare by Proclamation that other gold coins shall pass current and be
legal tender within the province, at rates proportionate to their contents
of pure gold, as compared with the quantity of pure gold assigned to the
pound currency.

V. That no forcign Silver Coins shall pass current within the pro-
vince.

VI That British Silver coins shall continue to pass current at the
rates now assigned to them, until other silver coins shall be issued from
Tler Majesty’s mint for circulation in the province, but that they should
uot be legal tender for sums exceeding 50s. currency.

VII. That Silver Coins, which Her Majesty may direct to be struck
at Her Majesty’s mint, representing one shilling currency, or other pro-
portionate parts of the pound currency, and containing the same propor-
tion of standard Silver with reference to the pound currency which the
Silver Coins of the United Kingdom bear to the pound sterling, shall pass
current within the province for the rates assigned thereto by Proclama-
tion of Her Majesty in Council, but shall not be legal tender for sums ex-
ceeding fifty shillings currency.

Clauses to the foregoing effect would embrace the principal objects for
which it is necessary to provide with regard to the proposed coinage, and
the adoption of a defined standard of value would render easy the rating
relatively thereto of any gold coins which may be hercafter issued from the
United Stutes Mint, or of any gold coins of other countries which it may
be desirable to bring into circulation.

My Lords, in considering the proposed arrangements, have adverted to
the guestion whether or not it would be expedient to admit the Silver
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Coins of the United States, siruck under the new Law of that Country,
into circulation in the British Colonies, with a limitation on the amount
for which they may be a legal tender. Their Lordships observe. with re-
ference to this point, that the late Chancellor of the Exchequer has in
the Memorandum above referred to, justly adverted to the quantity of Sil-
ver Token Coins to be put into circulation within a proper limit, in. or-
der to keep such auxiliary Coinage altogether subordinate to that which
is to form the standard of value.

My Lords, with a view to this important object, are of opinion that it
will be desirable to retain the power of supplying from time to time such
amount of Silver Coins as may be required for the retail trade of the
Provinces in the hands of Her Majesty’s Government, acting in communi-
cation with the local Governments, and that no foreign Silver Coins there-
fore should be admitted into circulation after the establishment of the pro-
posed system of Currency in the North American Colonies.

The arrangement proposed by my Lords would not interfere with the
project contemplated in the Canada Act now before them, for establishing
a decimal system of Currency in the Province, and provisions for that
purpose may be easily incorporated with those above suggested, if the
Canadian Legislature shall decide upon adopting a new Act, as proposed,
for consolidating and amending the laws relating to the Currency of the
Province.

My Lords observe in the Canada Act No 969, a clanse which dirccts
that < the Gold Coins to be struck at the Mint shall be legal tender by
tale, so long as they shall not want more than two grains of standard
weight to be assigned to them by Her Majesty, subject to the same de-
duction for want of weight as is now provided with-regard to British Gold
Coins, and shall also be a legal tender to any amount by weight in sums
not less than 200 dollars or £50 of the present Currency, at the same
rate and the same conditions, as are now provided with regard to British
Gold Coins.” '

This clause is an extension of a similar provision contained in the Ca-
nada Act 4 and 5 Vic., Cap. 93, Sec. 5. My Lords are not aware that
any practical inconvenience has arisen therefrom; but as Gold Coins
have been little in use in Canada until recently, those in circulation can-
not as yet have been subjected to much deterioration by wear, and the ef-
fect of the provision cannot therefore have been fully tested. My Lords
are of opinion that this provision is very objectionable on principle, as its
obvious tendency is to keep light Coins in circulation, to the injury of the
ignorant and unwary, and they are led to apprehend.that. when. it comes
into practical operation, it'may occasion- great: inconvenience and:discon-
tent. They would therefore strongly recommend.-as the preferable course,
that power should be given by Law:(as is the case-in tHis country) toiper-
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sons to whom light gold may be tendered, to cut, break, and deface the
same. Inconvenience to the public from the adoption of this course
would be obviated by an arrangement, similar to that adopted in this
country, for receiving defective Coins by the Collectors of the Revenue
at a fixed rate, and the great advantage of maintaining the Currency in its
integrity would thus be attained.

The provision is also defective in regard to the allowance for wear, as
it gives the same amount for all coins, of whatever weight and value, in-
stead of a proportionate allowance for each. With regard to this point,
My Lords are inclined to think, that instead of providing for it by enact-
ment, it would be better that the proclamation which will give curren-
cy to the new coins, should assign the weight at which they shall continue
to be legal tender, and that with respect to the Gold Coius of the United
Kingdom, the allowance for loss by wear should be the same as that fix-
ed in the United Kingdom by Royal Proclamation.

My Lords, having thus expressed their opinion with regard to the Ca-
nada Act, No. 969, would suggest that their observations thereon should
be communicated to the Governor-General, through the Secretary of State,
and that the Aect should not be submitted to Her Majesty in Council
until Her Majesty’s Governor shall have ascertained the further measures
which the Canadian Legislature may adopt on the subject. My Lords
will be prepared, as soon as the necessary arrangements are completed, to
take measures for providing for the issue of the coins required from Her
Majesty’s Mint. 'The description of Gold Coins to be struck are suffici-
ently indicated ir the memorandum of the late Chancellor of the Exche-
quer ; the names to be assigned to the coins will be fixed by Her Majes-
ty in Council, and it appears to My Lords that the denomination of a
« Royal” will be a suitable term to apply to the superior Gold Coin, which
will be of the value of a pound Canadian Currency, eqivalent to 4 United
States gold dollars. .

With regard to the Silver Coins, My Lords apprehend that it will not
be necessary to provide any larger coin than a half Crown (currency,)
which will be equivalent in circulation to the United States half dollar, and
that the smaller Silver Coins should consist of shillings and half shillings
and quarter shillings currency, My Lords propose the Iatter terms instead
of those of sixpences and threepences, because in the event of the propos-
ed decimal system being fully carried out, it will be necessary to divide
the shilling into ten instead of twelve pence: the half penny would in that
case be equivalent to the cent, United States currency.

My Lords defer the consideration of a subordinate copper coinage, until
they shall be apprised of the wishes of the colonial Legislatures on the
latter subject : My Lords understand from the provisions both in the Ca-
nadian and New Brunswick Acts relating to the cost of obtaining and im-
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porting the proposed coins, that the preliminary charges will be defrayed
by the respective governments of those colonies, and as soon as the neces-
sary funds are provided, and intimation is conveyed regarding the quanti-
ty of coins of the several descriptions which will be required, my Tords
will give directions to the Master of the Mint for proceeding with the
coinage, and for supplying the gold coins to the agents of the local gov-
ernment. 'With regard to the silver coins, it appears to their - lordships
that the most convenient course will be for Her Majesty’s government to
transmit them to the Commissariat Officers in the respective colonies, with
instructions to receive and withdraw from circulation the British Silver
Coins now current in the colonies, and substitute the new coins for them,
"The change will thus be effected without charge to the colonies, and the
seigneurage on the silver coinage will indemnify Her Majesty’s govern-
ment for the expense. With regard to the New Brunswick Act, No.
2143, the provisions of which are passed with a view to carrying into
effect the scheme proposed by the late Chancellor of the Exchequer, and
which are correct in principle and calculated to remove the existing ano-,
malies of the currency of that Province, my Lords are of. opinion that the
same may be properly submitted to Her Majesty for confirmation. Their
Lordships, however, entertain doubts whether the act can be allowed to
stand as a permanent settlement of the currency of the province, in as
much as they apprehend its provisions will still create difficulty regard-
ing the legality of the tender of the current gold coins of the United
States. The act legalizes the currency of the United States Eagle coined
between the 1st July, 1834, and 1st March, 1852, but it does not legalise
the currency of the half Eagles or other gold coins of that period.

It also empowers the Lieutenant Governor to extend by proclamation
the provisions of the Act to the Gold Coins of the United States, -coined
on or after the st March, 1852, but this can.only be done when such
coins, “having been assayed at the Royal Mint, shall have been found
equal in fineness to the coins mentioned or referred to in- this Act.” My
Lords apprehend that the legal effect of these provisions will be to exclude
from,circulation coins newly:issued from the United :States Mint, until
they shall have been assayed in this country, and declared -by local pro-
clamation to be legal tender. My Lords suggest that with the view of
-remedying this difficulty, an amending Act should be passed in the terms
suggestdd with regard to the legislation to be adopted in Canada.  The
clause in, this Act regarding the legal tender .of the proposed new.gold
coins, is open to the same observations with respect to the circulation of
light coins as My Lords have offered upon a similar clause in the Canada
act. My Lords suggest that their remarks upon the New Brunswick Act
should be communicated to the Governor General of Canada, as they ap-
prehend it has been prepared in communication with the Canadian Gov-
ernment. They also suggest tha, the arrangements proposed in the me-
morandum of the late Chancellor of the ‘Exchequer, and furthex dévelop-
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ed by this minute, should be communicated by the Secretary of State tc
the respective Lientenant Governors of Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, an¢
Prince Edward Island.

- Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Mr. SHEA, in acccrdance with the Report ot the Select Committee on
His Excellency the Governor’s Message on the subject of a Loan for the
general purposes of the colony, on leave granted, presented a Bill to rais
by Loan a sum of money for the general purposes of the colony, and thr
same was read a first time.

Ordered—That the Bill be read a second time to-morrow.
A Message from Her Majesty’s Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :—

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have
passed the Bills, entitled « An Act to declare the Rates in Currency at
which British Gold and Silver Coins shall be a legal tender,” and “ An
Act to regulate the Currency of this colony,” to which they request the
concurrence of the Assembly.

WM. ROBINSON,

President.
Council Chamber,
8th May, 1854. §

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Message'do lie upon the Table.

The Bill sent down from Her Majesty’s Council, entitled « An Act
regulate the Currency of this colony,” and the Bill entitled “ An Act tc
declare the rates in Currency at which British Gold and Silver Coins shal
be a legal tender” were severally read a first time.

Ordered,—That the Bills be severally read a second time on Thursday
next. .

Then the House adjourned till Thursday next, at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 11th May, 1854,

Mr. Hovres presented 4 Petition from Zebina 8. Hall and others, of
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English Harbor, Fortune Bay, which was received and read,—Praying for
a grant to complete roads in that locality.

Ordered—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. WARREN presented Petitions from Wm. Sweetland and others, of
‘Bonavista, and from Lorenzo Moore and others, of Greenspond, which
were severally received and read,—DPraying that the annual grant to the
Newfoundland School Society may be continued; and also that a grant
may be made to repair the School-houses in connection therewith.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. TaLBoT presented a Petition from Tsrael Goss and others, of Spani-
ard’s Bay, which was received and read, of the same tenor as the fore-
going.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table,

Mr. BemistEr presented to the House an Estimate of the cost of fe-
pairing the various Schools in connexion with the Newfoundland School
Society throughout the whole Island.

(For which see dppendiz.)
Ordered, —That the'said Document do lie upon the Table.

Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to raise by Loan a sum of mo-
ney for the general purposes of the colony, was read a second time,

On motion of Mr. Sara, seconded by Mr. HovLzs,

Resolved,—~That the House do resolve itself into a Committee of the
whole upon the consideration of the said Bill to-morrow.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the Whole upon the further consideration of Ways and Means.

Mr. SpEAKER left the Chair.
Mr. HaNranaN took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the business to them referred, and had passed certain Resolutions there-
on, which they had directed him to report to the House, and he handed
the Resolutions in at the Clerk’s Table, w here the same were read, and
are as follow :—

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this. Commlttee that the Table of
Duties upon Goods, Wares, and Merchandize imported into Newfoundland
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and its Dependencies,as presented in an Act of this colony, 13 Vie., cap. 1,
be re-enacted for one year.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the several pro-
visions contained in the said Act, providing for and connected.with the col-
Jection of the said Duties imposed under the same, and.the exemptions
.therein contained, be re-enacted for one year.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that Fish salted,
dried, or pickled, be taken out of the Table of Exemptions in the Act 13,
Vic., cap. 1.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that a duty of 5s.
per cwt. be levied upon Fish salted, dried, or pickled, imported into this
colony and its dependencies.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that a duty -of 4%
pence sterling per gallon be levied and paid on each and every gallon of
Spirituous Liquors manufactured, extracted, or distilled in this island.

Resolved, —That the owner of any Distillery, or other person who shall
manufacture any distilled Spirituous Liquors in this island, or in case any
such Distillery shall be carried on by any servant having the care or man-
agement of the same, such owner or servant, respectively, shall, on the
first Monday in January, April, July, and October,in each year, render
a just and true account, on oath,in writing to the nearest Collector or Sub-
Collector of Customs, of the quantity of all distilled Spirituous Liquors
manufactured, extracted, or distilled-by him for the quarter last past.

Resolved —That such owner or servant, after rendering the said account,
shall forthwith pay unto the said ‘Collector or Sub-Collector, the said
amount of duty to be imposed on such distilled Spirituous Ligquors, so
manufactured, extracted, or distilled by him, during the quarter last
past.

Resolved,—That such party should, at least six days before first{ coms
mencing to distil, make affidavit or declaration before such Collector or
Sub-Collector, that he intends so to distil ; in which affidavit should be
clearly described the locality of the premises wherein he purposes distill-
ing, and also the name of the person who may have the right of property in
such Distillery, and all matters and things 1elatm0' thereto.

Resolved,—That all persons so dnstxllmo" quﬁoi‘ as atoreéafd 6rfxit£ing
to make the said afﬁdavxt or making afalse one, or afalse return, or refus-
ing to account or pay such Duty, should be fined for every such offence the

.sum-of £50, and prevented from distilling for any period.not .less than six
months.
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Resolved,—~That it is the opinion of this Committee that all such Duties
and fines, when received, should beappropriated to the benefit of the gen-
eral Revenue of this island.

Ordered,—That the said Resolutions be adopted.

On motion of Mr. HoyLes, seconded by Mr. SgEa,

Resolved,—That a Select Committee be appointed to bring in a Reve-
nue Bill in accordance with the foregoing Resolutions.

Ordered,—That Mr. Hoyles and Mr. Shea do form such Committee.

Pursuant to order of the day, the following Bills were severally read a
second time :—

The Bill to regulate the Currency of this colony:

The Bill to declare the rates in currency at which British Gold and Sil-
ver Coins shall be alegal tender.

On motion of Mr. HovrEs, seconded by Mr. SaEa,

Resolved,—That the said Bills be severally committed to the whole
House on Tuesday next.

Mr. WiNsER gave notice that, in Committee of the whole upon the Re-
venue Bill, he will move that in all the Outports where Deputy-Collectors
are appointed, and when the receipts of the Colonial duties do not exceed
£100 per annum, that the salaries of the Deputy-Collectors be reduced
and equalized with the Preventive Officers, where such Preventive Offic-
ers are established.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

FRIDAY, 12th Mav, 1854.

Mr. Hovres, from the Select Committee appointed to bring in a Reve-
nue Bill, reported a Bill to continue and amend the Act for granting to Her
Majesty certain duties on Goods, Wares, aud Merchandize imported into
this Colony, which, on leave granted, was read a first time,

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a second {ime to-morTrow.

Ordered,~—That the Commttee of the whole House to inquire into the

conduct of the Hon. Judge Des Barxes on the Southem Cncmt be post-
poned till Monday next.

Adopted:
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Ordered,—That the Committee of the whole upon the Bill to raise by
loan 2 sum of money for the general purposes of the Colony, be postponed
till Tuesday next.

Mr. Suea gave notice that on to-morrow he would move the House into
Committee of the whole on the consideration of the question of Free
Trade between the United States and this colony.

Mr. Lirrie gave notice that on Monday next he would move an Ad.
dress to Her Majesty the Queen, on the subject of the Circular of Lord
Clarendon, and the Despatch of His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, which
were published by authority in last Gazetie of this Island.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Two of the clock.

SATURDAY, 13th May, 1854,

Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to continue and amend * the Act
for granting to Her Majesty certain Duties on Goods, Wares, and Mer
chandize imported into this Colony and its Dependencies,” was read a
second time.

On motion of Mr. HovLes, seconded by Mr, Saxa,

Resolved,~That the House do, on to-morrow, resolve itself into a Com-
mittee of the whole upon the said Bill.

Ordered,—That the Committee of the whole upon the question of Free
Trade stand first on the order of the day for Monday next.

Mr. Hovuzs, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presented
to the House a Message from His Excellency, signed by His Excellency.

The said Message was then read by the Speaker, all the members be-
ing uncovered, and is as follows :—

K. B. HAMILTON.

The Governor acquaints the House of Assembly that he has been in-
formed by the Administrator of the Government of Canada that it is pro-
posed to hold a meeting of Delegates-from the respective Governments of
the different North American Provinces, for the purpose of discussing the
project of a Treaty between Great Britain and the United States for Re-
ciprocal Freec Trade between the British North American’ Provineces and
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the United States, on condition of the extension of further privileges of
Fishery to American citizens, and the admission of British subjects to the
like participation in the Fisheries of the United States; and in compli-
ance with a request to that effect, it is the Governor’s intention to depute
aun Officer of the Government to attend such meeting (the time and place
of which have not yet been definitely fixed) on behalf of this colony.

The Governor is of opinion that if Newfoundland be included with the
other Provinces in any such project of Treaty, it is essential that stipula-
tions should be inserted in it : 1st, For the retention of the existing im-
port duties on American produce, until such fiscal arrangements be made
by the Colonial Legislature as will admit of their remission without detri-
ment to the Revenue; 2nd, For the abolition of the American fishery
bounties; 3rd, For the reservation to the Government of the colony of
power to provide, by legislative enactment, for the protection and preserv-
ation of bait, and (if deemed necessary by the Legislature) for the prohi-
bition of the export of fresh herring bait for at least six weeks in Spring,
and of caplin during the spawning season, namely, {rom the 20th June to
the 25th or 30th July. TProvisions of such a nature are obviously for the
common benefit of all who may be entitled to participate in the Fishery.

The Governor invites the expression of the opinion of the Assembly
upon the expediency of instructing the Officer who may be appointed to
act on behalf of this colony to insist on the foregoing stipulations as es-
sential to the interests of this colony.

K.B. H.

Ordered,—That the said Message be referred to the Committee of the
whole vpon Free Trade. :

‘Then the House adjourned till Monday next, at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 15th May, 1854.

Mr. Tausor presented a Petition from James Fogarty and Thomas
Wall, Tidewaiters, of Harbor Grace, which was received and read,—Pray.
ing that their salaries may be increased in amount equal to the second-
class Tidewaiters of St. John'’s,

Ordered,~—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HoyLes, by command of His Excellency the Governor presented
to the House a Memorial from the Police Constables, of St. John’s,—
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Praying that the quarter’s salaries, due thgm on the 341s't March last,
might be paid them, '

Ordered —That the said Memorial do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HovvrEs gave notice that on to.morrow he would move that an
Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, respectfully re-
questing .that e will be pleased to cause the official salaries, due on the
31st March last, to be paid.

Mr. WazrreN presented a Petition from Joseph Samson and others, of
Flat Island, in Bonavista Bay, which was received and read,—Praying for
an alteration in the educational appropriations for that district :

He also presented a Petition from Edward Bishop and others, of Swaine’s
Island, and from Edward Green and others, of Greenspond, which were
severally received and read,~-Praying that the annual grant to the New.
foundland School Society may be continued; and that an additional
amount may be voted for the repair of the Schools in connection there-
with.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the whole upon the consideration of Free Trade with the United
States.

My, Sreaxer left the Chair.
Mr. TarBoT took the Chair of the Committee,
Mr. SreskER resumed the Chair, the Black Rod being at the door.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :—

Mr. SPEAXER,—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have
passed the Bill sentup from the Assembly, entitled, “ An Act to increase
the present number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this
Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof,” with some Amend-
ments, to which they request the concurrence of the House of Assembly.

WM. ROBINSON,
President.
Council Chamber, )
151h May, 1854, §
Ard then the Messenger withdrew.

Ordea'ed,—Tﬁat the said Message do lie upon the'.l'able
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The Amendments made by the Council in aund upon the Bill sent up
from the Assembly entitled ¢ An Act to increase the present number of
Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate
the representation thereof,” were read a first time, and are as follow :—

In the first Section of the Bill, 2nd page—Expunge the last two words
of the 7th line, and the whole of the 8th line, and insert in their stead as
follows :—*¢ consist of and include all that part of the said Island which,
“ bounded by the shore, is situate and lying between the north head
« of Catalina exclusive, and Cape Freels inclusive, and the several Islands
“ in Bonavista Bay.”

In the first Section of the Bill, 2nd page, 9th line—Expunge the -word
“Two,” in this line, and insert the word * three” in its stead.

Tn ihe first Section of the Bill, 2nd page, 10th line—Expunge the last
two words of this line to the word “ Trinity” inclusive, in the 11th line,
and insert in place thereof as follows:— consist of and include all that
part of the said Island which, bounded as aforesaid, is situate and lying
between Cape Verd head exclusive, and the north head of Catalina inclu-
sive.”

In the first Section of the Bill, 2nd page, 18th line—Expunge the word
¢« Cupids” and insert * Turks Gut” in its stead—and in the 20th line,
expunge the word ¢ Cupids,” and insert in its stead “Turks Gut exclu-
sive,”—and expunge the words “ Bay Roberts,” and insert ¢ Port de
Grave” in their stead.

In the 1st Section, 3rd page, 2nd line—Expunge the words ¢¢ Spani-
ards Bay inclusive,” and insert in their stead « Port de Grave exclusive.”

In the 1st Section, 8rd page, 11th line—Insert after the word. * from,”
in this line, the words ¢ Petty Harbor inclusive to.”

In the 1st Section, 12th line—Insert after the word *“ Road” the words
«and thence”—and expunge the word « both” after the word « Cove.”

In the 4th page, 12th line—Expunge the word ¢ three” and insert the
word “two” in its stead.

At the end of the 1st Section, insert the following Proviso—< Provided
¢ that in the district of Burin every elector shall be at liberty to give at
¢¢ his option, two votes for one Candidate, or one vote for each of two Can-
« didates.” ‘

Insert as the 4th Section, as follows :—

“ That every candidate for election as a member of the General Assem-
bly of this Island shall, on or before the day of nomination, and before he
shall be put in nomination, deposit, or cause to be deposited, with the Re-
turning Officer of the district for the representation of which he shall be

Amendmentsof H, M.Coun-~
cil on Representative Bill
read Ist time,
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a candidale, such sum, not exceeding Five Pounds, Stg., as shall be pre-
scrihed by the Governor in any such proclamation as aforesaid, as a fee
t0 be paid to the Returning Oflicer.  And in case there shall be a contest,
there shall likewise be paid to the Returning Officer by the candidates,
in just proportions, according to the number of Polling places in which
each candidate is interested, the following sums, that is to say, not ex-
cecding thirty shillings for every Booth or Polling Room necessary to be
provided, at the several places to be appointed for that purpose, except
where there shall be a public building which can be had without charge :
TForty shillings for every Deputy Returning Officer, and twenty shillings
for every Poll Clerk, to include their travelling and all other fees: and
likewise, in just proportions, the incidental expenses (if any) otherwise
necessarily incurred in and about such election, which proportion of fees
and expenses shall be paid or tendered to the Returning Officer, by or on
behalf of every such candidate before the hour of adjournment of his
court on the day of nomination of candidates. And the name of any
candidate who shall not have so paid or tendered his proportion of such
{ees and expenses before the hour of adjournment of the Returning Offic-
cr's court ou the day of nomination, shall not be entered on the Return-
ing Officer’s Poll Book, nor shall he be returned as a member at such
clection.”

The 4th Section of the Bill, to be the 5th Section.

Ordered,—That the Amendments be read a sccond time to-morrow.

Mr. SreAkER left the Chair.
The Chairman resumed the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SreakER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the business to them referred, and had come to certain Resolutions, which
they had directed him to report to the Ilouse; and he handed the Reso-
lutions in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same were read as follows :—

1. Resolved,—That a free interchange of the produce of this country
and of the United States, would crcate an enlarged demand for our pro-
ducts, and would be advantageous to both countries.

2. Resolved,—That if the United States remove the existing dutics on
0il, Cod-fish, Herring, Seal Skins and Salmon, the produce of this colony,
the following articles be allowed to be imported here, frec of duty, from
the United States, viz. : B.read,‘ Flour, Pork, Butter, Corp and Meal.

3. Resolved,—That this House will agree to the establishment of Re-
ciprocal Trade, either on the terms of the foregoing resolution, or upon the
condition of imposing an equal rate, not exceeding six per cent. ad valor-
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em duty, on the following articles, being the produce of the United States,
—Bread, Flour, Pork, Butter, Corn and Meal, similar produce of any
other country being also admitted into our market at no lower rate of
duty, and admitting the American Fishermen to a free and full participa-
tion in the fisheries of this Island; the American Government admitting
the Oils, Codfish, Seal Skins, Herrings, Salmon and Mackerel, (being the
produce of this country,) into the markets of the United States at a rate of
duty not exceeding six per cent., ad valorem, and abolishing all Bounties
given by them for the encouragement of American fishérmen.

4. Resolved,—That this House having understood that a convocation
of Delegates from the British North American Provinces is about to be
held, for the purpose of facilitating a settlement of this question, it is
highly important that the views of this Colony should be represented at
such convocation.

5. Resolved,—That a member of this House be accordingly appointed
to attend such convocation and represcnt the opinions and protect the in-
terests of this colony thereat.

6. Resolved,—That a Select Committee, consisting of the following
members :~—Messrs. Little, Shea, Hanraban, Hogsett and Winser, be ap-
pointedto draw up instructions for the guidance of the said Delegate, in
accordance with the said Resolutions, with such alterations and modifi-
cations as they may deem expedient to introduce therein.

7. Resolved,—That whereas the Assembly have been wholly instru-
mental, through their exertions and those of their Delegates to Washing-
ton and London, in obtaining a promise from the British and American
authorities that this colony should be included in any arrangement that
may be effected between the Imperial Government and that of the Unit-
¢d States upon this important subject, it is therefore . the opinion of this
House that their views should continuc to be represented by a member
of their own Body.

8. Resolved,—That an Address be adopted to His Excellency the
Governor, respectfully acknowledging the receipt of His Message upon
this subject, and transmitting a copy of the foregoing Resolutionsin reply
to the same.

Mr, Suea moved, seconded by Mr. LirTiE,
That the Report be adopted.

And the question being pﬁt thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared :—
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For the Motion, 6. Against the Motion, 3.

Mr. Shea Mr. Hoyles

«  Little “  Warren
“  Winser «  DBemister.
«  Hogsett

« Hanrahan

«  Talbot.

So it passed in the affirmative, and
Ordered accordingly.
On motion of Mr. SeEa, seconded by Mr, LiTTLE,

Resolved ~That the following Address be presented to IIis Excellency
the Governor :—

To His Excellency Ker Baurie Hamir-
ToN, Esquire, Governor and Command-
er-in-Chief in and over the Island of
Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c.
&e.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR ESCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly most respectfully acknowledge the reccipt of
Your Excellency’s Message of the 13th instant on the subject of Recipro-
cal Free Trade with the United States; and at the same time beg to
transmit to Your Excellency a copy of the Resolutions adopted by them
on that subject, and to assure Your Excellency that they have been pass-
ed with the fullest respect for Yonr Excellency’s views, and a due regard
to the important interests involved in them.

Ordered,—That the same be engrossed and presented to His Excellen-
lency the Governor by Mr. Shea and Mr. Little.

Ordered,—That the Committee of the whole to inquireinto the conduct
of the Hon. Mr. Justice DesBarres on the Southern Circuit Court, stand
first on the order of the day for to-morrow.

Mr. Littie gave notice that on to-morrow he would move the appoint-
ment of a Delegate from the Assembly to proceed to the United States te
advocate the principles of Free Trade.

Then the TIouse adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock,
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TUESDAY, 16th May, 1854
¥

Pursuant to order of the day, Mr. HoaseTT moved, seconded by Mr.
LirTiE,
That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of the whole Motion for Committee on
. . . the conduct of Judge Des
upon the further consideration of the conduct of the Hon. Mr. Justice Des- Barres.

Barres, on the Southern Circuit,

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared :—

For the Motion, 7. Against the Motion, 2.

Myr. Little Mr. Hoyles Division:
¢ Hanrahan ¢  Bemister.
¢ Hogsett
¢ Winser

““ Benning
¢ TFmerson
< Talbot.

5o it passed in the affirmative, and the House xesolved itself into the Ammea:
sald Committee accordingly.

My, SeeakER left the Chair.
Mzr. Beaister took the Chair of the Committee.
Ar. SpEaXER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered propress reported:
the business to them referred, and had made some progress therein, and
had instructed him toask leave to sit again on the further consideratior
thereof.

Ordered,—That the Committee have leave to sit again on to-morrow.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Two of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 17th May, 1854,

Mr. SpEaker informed the House that he had received the following
communication from His Excellency the Governor, transxmtted through
Mr. Secretary Crowdy : ‘ SR
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Secretary’s Office, 1Tth Ma y, 1854,

Sir,~The Governor directs me to acquaint you, for the mformatxon of
the House of Assembly, in reference to His Message on the subject of a
Conference of Members of the respective Governments of the North Ame-
rican colonies, in relation to Reciprocal Free Trade with the United States,
that His Excellency has been officially informed that the contemplated
convention will not take place, and is indefinitely postponed.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

JAMES CROWDY.
The Hon. the SPEAKER.

He also informed the House that he had received the following Returns,
as applied for by Address of the House of Assembly, transmitted through
Mr. Secretary Crowdy, by command of His Excellency the Governor :—

An Account of all Goods exported from this Island in the year ended
the 5th day of January, 1854, together with the tonnage employed in ex-
purting the said Goods.

(For which sec Appendiz.)
Ordered, —That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Mr. LiTrLe, pursuant to notice, presented the draft of an Address to
Her Most Gracious Majesty, which he read in his place, ard then handed
in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same wasread a first time.

Ordered,—That the Address be read a second time to-morrow.

Mr. LitTLE gave notice that on to-morrew he would move the suspen-
sion of the Rules in reference to the said Address.

Thea the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Twe of the cloek.

THURSDAY, 18th May, 1854,

Ordered,~That the Bill for raising be Loan a sum of money for the
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general purposes of the colony, be committed to the whole House to-
morrow.

Mr. Hovees moved, seconded by Mr. WaRREN,

That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of the whole
upon the Revenue Bill.

Whereupon,
Mr. LirTLE moved in amendment, seconded by Mr. WiNsEs,

That the word “ now” be expunged, and *“‘Tuesday next” substituted
in lieu thereof.

‘

And the House dividing theron, there appeared,

For the Amendment, 1. Against the Amendment, 3.
Mr. Little Mr. Hoyles
“  Winser : “ March
“  Hogsett “ Warren.
“  Benning
“ Shea
“  TParsons

¢ Hanrahan.

So it passed in the affirmative.

And the question being then put on the original motion as amended,
it passed in the affirmative on a similar division, and

Crdered accordingly. -

Pursuant to order of the day, the Amendments of Her Majesty’s Coun-
cil on the Bill to provide for the increase of Representatives in the Ge-
neral Assembly of this Island, were read a seeond time.

On motion of Mr. HovvEs, seconded by Mr. LirrLe,

Resolved,—That the House do, on to-morrow, resolve itself into a Com.
mittee of the whole upon the said 'Amendments.

Pursuant to order of the day, the Address to Her Most Gracious Ma-
jesty on the subject of the War. in Eastern Europe was read a second
time.

Ordm'ed,——a'l‘haf the _Rﬁleé of the House b‘e{su§p,en‘déd' in reference to
the said Address.

On motion of Mr. LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. HotsErr,

Order for Committal of
Loan Bill.

Motion for Committee on
Revenue Bill,

Amendment.

Division,

Affimed.

Original Motion as amends
ed affirmed,

Amendmentsof H.M.Coun-
cil on Representative Bill,
read 2nd time.

Time of Committal;

Address to the Queen on
the war in Eastern Europe,
read 2nd time,

Rules suspended,
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Resolved,~—That the House do now resolve itself into a Comuittee of
the whole on the said Address.

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr. SpeakER left the Chair.

Mr. Haxranax took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SreakER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the Address to them referred, and had passed the same without Amend-
nent,

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed and read a third time pre-
sently.

And the Address was read a third time accordingly, as follows :—

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

May 117 rrEasE Your MaiesTy,—

We, the Commons of Newfoundland, in Legislative Session convened,
beg leave to approach Your Majesty with feelings of profound loyalty and
attachment to Your Majesty, and the British Crown, and to express the
lively interest and intense anxiety entertained by Your Majesty’s subjects
in this portion of your wide-spread dominions, for the success of British
valor in the War which your Majesty’s Government has unavoidably un-
dertaken in Eastern Europe, in defence of justiee, and the rights of the
allied powers.

As the Representatives of this ancient colony, whose hardy sons have
frequently sealed their loyalty with their life-blood, both on land and sea,
in vindication of British supremacy, and whose well-tried fidelity has mer-
ited the reward of free institutions, long withheld, but now happily, we
trust, soon to be enjoyed by its loyal inhabitants, we most respectfully
tender to your Majesty our sincere acknowledgments for the profection
guaranteed by your Majesty’s Government, in the Circular of Lord Cla-
rendon, of the 23rd February last, tothe commercial interests of this
country, in common with those of other possessions of the British Crown.
From the geograpbical position cf this colony, and the nature of the pur-
suits of our industrial population, who mainly live by the resourees of the
sea, that protection is the more necessary, and highly appreciated, not on-
1y for the preservation of their rights, but also for the maintenance of Brit-
ish interests in North America; for whatever power will possess New-
foundland, will have the command of the navigation of this side of the
Atlantic, and of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
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While the people of this colony. have had much reason to complain of
the sacrifice of their interests to propitiate a rival power and promote
Imperial interests, and while they have naturally regarded the repeated
encroachments of the subjects-of that- power with jealousy, and their for-
midable competition almost with dismay—it is with no ordinary degree
of pleasure that we inform your Majesty of the conciliatory disposition
created in the minds of the people of this-colony towards their old rivals,
since the formation of the recent alliance between England and France
for their mutual protection, and that every practicable means within the
power of this House shall be adopted to carry out the views of Your Ma-
jesty’s Government in this respect, for the purpose of upholding friendly
relations between our resident population and the subjects of France, who
frequent the shores of this Island in large numbers in the prosecution of
their extensive fisheries.

The interest which Your Majesty’s Government has recently displayed
in the affairs of this colony; the desire manifested to place it on a footing
of equality with the neighboring Provinces; the present momentous erisis,
and our inclinations as British subjects, who look with pride on Britain’s
renown, alike evoke and sanction the expression of these sentiments on
the part of the Assembly.

In conclusion, while deploring.the evils of war, we fervently pray that
success may crown the arms of England in the preserit conflict, that Your
Majesty’s reign may be as distinguished in maintaining her ancient glory
on the field of battle, as it has been in cuitivating the arts of peace, and
that Your Majesty may live long to participate in the enjoyment of the
blessings of permanent and honorably restored peace, and continue to
reign in the affections of an undivided Empire.

On motion of Mr. LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. WinsEs,

Resolved,~That the following Address be presented.to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To His Excellency Ker Banue Hasr.
ToN, Esquire, Governor and Command-
er-in-Chief in and over the Island of
Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c.
&e.

May 11 PLEASE. YOUR EXCELLENCY,— :

The House of Assembly have passed the accompanying Address to
Her Most Gracious Majesty; which- they respectfully-request Your Excel-
lency will be pleased to forward to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary. of
State for the Colonies, to be laid at the foot of the Throne.

Addregs to Gevernor,

Ordered,—That the same be engrossed and presented to His Exceller_l- Engrossed—nd Gommittes
lency the Governor by M. Little and' Mr: Winset. - o preenn



Corrauitze o the whole on

Amendmentsof 31.M.Coun- |

o1 o Representative Bill,

Rueported with Amend-
ments,

174 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Ther the House adjourned till to~morrow, at Two of the clock.

FRIDAY, 19th May, 1854,

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commii-
tee of the whole upon the Amendments of Her Majesty’s Council on the
Bill to provide for the increase of Representatives in the General As-
sembly of this Island.

Ay, Seeaxker left the Chair.,
Mr. Bexvineg took the Chair of the Committee,
Mr. SpeaxER resumed the Chair,

The Chairman reported from the Cormittee that they had passed the
Amendments to them referred with some Amendments, which they had
directed him to report to the House, as also an Amendment in the 7th
line of the original Bill, consequent upon the Amendments made by the
House; and he handed the Amendments in at the Clerk’s Table, wheze
the same were read, as follow :—

Expunge the Amendment in the 1st Section of the Eill, 2od page, in
fhe 7th line, and 8th line, and also from the word ¢ consist” to the word
¢¢ Bay” at the end of the 7th line of the Amendment.

Expunge the Amendment in the 1st Section, 2nd page, 10th line, and
also from the word ¢ consist” to “inclusive” in the 7th line of this
Amendment.

Expunge the word “ two” in the Amendment in the st Section, 4th
page, 12th line, and insert ©three” in lieu thereof.

Expunge the proviso at the end of the Ist Section.

Espunge the Amendment on the 4th Section, and insert in lieu thereof,
as follows :—The Returning Officer from each district shall be entitled to
receive trom the Colonial Treasury Thirty Shillings for every member
returned, upon the return of the writ for such district.

When there is no contest he shall be entitled to Ten Shillings from
every Candidate for such district, and where there shall ‘be a contest and
poll demanded, Twenty Shillings from every Candidate, instead of Ten
Shillings. And furthgr—where there shall be a contest, there shall be
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paid to the Returning Officer of each district, by the Candidates for such
districts, in just propertions, according to the number of the polling places
in which each Candidate is interested, the following sums:—Twenty
Shillings for providing a Booth or Polling place for each district, or divi-
sion of district, except where the Polhnv placeshall be a public building
that can be had without charge: Twenty shillings for every Presiding
Officer, and Ten Shillings for every Poll Clerk, to include their travelling
Fees; and the Fees shall be paid to the Returning Officer for each dis-
trict on the day of nomination for Candidates for such district, and the
name of no Candidate shall be entered on the Returning Officer’s Poll
book, or returned to Presiding Officers, who shall not have paid, or ten-
dered the full amount due from him under this section, before the expira-
tion of the time named for the nomination of Candidates : Provided al-
ways, that the amount to be paid by any Candidate shall not exceed the
sum of Two Pounds.

On motion that the Report be adopted, the House divided, when there
appeared,

For the Motion, 7. Against the Motion, 3.

Mr. Little Mr. Hoyles
«“  Winser “ March

“ Hogsett “ ‘Warren.
“  Benning

« Shea

¢  TParsons
«  Hanrahan.

So it passed in the affirmative, and
Ordered accordingly.
On motion of Mr. Lir1LE, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Suea,

Resolved,—That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference to
the said Amendments.

Ordered,~That the Amendments, as amended, be enOtossed and read a
third time this day.

And the Amendments were read a third time accordingly.

On motion of Mr. L1TTLE, seconded by Mr. SgEa,

Resolved,—That the Bill and Amendments, as amended, do pass, and
that the following Message be sent to Her Majesty’s Council :

Mr. PRESIDENT,~—

The House of Assembly acquaint Her Majesty’s Councﬂ that they have
passed the Amendments made by the Council in and upon the Bill sent

Motion that Rey
adopted.

Division;

Affirmed.

Rules suspended,

Order for 3rd reading,

Read 3rd time.

Passed, and Message fo H,
M. Councii,
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up from the Assembly, entitled ¢ An Act to increase the present number
of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate
the Representation thereof,” with some Amendments.

The Assembly have also amended the original Bill, by expunging the
words ¢ Twenty Nine,” in the fourth line of the first section, and insert-
ing ¢ Thirty,” in lieu thereof; to which they request the concurrence of
the Council.

JOHN KENT,
Speaker.

Ordered,~That Mr. Shea and Mr. Little do take the Bill and Message
to Her Majesty’s Council and request their concurrence’ in the Amend-
ments made by this House.

Then the House adjourned till Monday next, at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 22nd Mar, 1854.

Mr. Suea gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address to
His Excellency the Governor, respectfully requesting that he will be
pleased to cause a detailed Return of the expenditure incurred in the pro-
tection of the Fisheries last year to be laid before the House.

Mr. Parsons presented a Petition from John Peppy and others, of
Cripple Cove, Edward Troy and others, of Torbay, John Boone and others,
of Pouche Cove, and Nicholas Roach and others, of Middle Cove, which
were severally received and read,—Praying for grants to complete branch
roads in those various localities:

Also, a Petition from Jacob Bishop and others, of Petty Harbor, which
was received and read,—Praying for a grant to repair the School-house
in connection with the Newfoundland School Society.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Euerson presented a Petition from W. Sweetland and others, of
Bonavista, which was zeceived and read,—Praying that a grant of £5000
may be made to build a breakwater there, in consideration of ‘which they
agree to give one thousand days labor, and to forego all claims upon the
Road Grants for the next three years.
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Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HanrarAN presented a Petition from Denis O’Neal, of Holyrood,
Teacher, which was received and read,—Praying that some compensation
may be given him in consideration of his long services.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. LiTriE presented Petitions from Patrick Wilson and others, resi-
dents in Thomas-street ; James Walsh and others, of Maddox Cove ; Mi-
chael Kielly and others, of Petty Harbor ; Jacob Bishop and others, of
Petty Harbor ; Thomas Howlet and others, of the Goulds and Petty
Harbor ; Edward Troy and others of Torbay ; Samuel Codner and others,
of Torbay; Edward Doyle and others, of Petty Harbor; John Savage
and others, of Logy Bay; James Power and others, of Outer Cove ; Pa-
trick McDonald and others, of Outer Cove ; Clement Carew and others,
of Monday’s Pond ; John F. Geran and others, of Flower-hill firebreak ;
and from Philip Malone and others, of Outer Cove, which were severally
received and read,—Praying for grants to open and repair roads in those
localities.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

He also presented the following Petitions, which were severally receiv-
ed and read:—

From Wm. Abraham Geuge and others, residing between Cape Ray
and Cape Quirpon,—Praying that the concurrent right in the Cod and
Salmon Fisheries with the French and Americans may be preserved to
them :

From Patrick Kough, Tidewaiter, of St, John’s,—Praying that com-
pensation may be made for loss sustained from his being obliged to dis-
continue his duty, owing to a hurt received while attending on board the
brig Hope : ‘

From W. J. Ward, Secretary to the St. John’s Water Company,—Pray-
ing for the annual grant of £100, together with an equal amount omitted
to be granted last year :

From Edward Doyle and others, of Petty Harbor,—Praying for a
grant to deepen the North Gut there:

From James Silvey, of St. John’s,—Praying that the yearly grant of
Ten Pounds may be continued:

From: M. Schofield, the Treasurer of the Dorcas Society,—Praying for
a continuance of the annual grant.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

On Tuble,

Petition from D, O'Neal of
Holyrood,

On Table:

Road Petitions from Petty
Harbor, & places adjacent.

On Table,

Petition from residents of
Cape Quirpon and Cape
Ray, for concurrent rights
in Fishery.

Petition from P. Kough,
Tidewaiter, for compensa~
tion,

Petition for grantto St.
John's Water Company.

Petition from Petty Harbor
to deepen the Gut.

Petition from James Silvey
tor yearly grant. '

Petition from Dorcas Socie~
ty for annual grant,

On Table,
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Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the whole upon the further consideration of the conduct of the
Hon. Mr. Justice DesBarres, on the Southern Circuit-Court.

Mr, SpeakER left the Chair.
Mr. BemisTER took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SpeAkER resumed the Chair,

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had made some
progress in the business to them referred, and had instructed him to ask
leave to sit again on the further consideration thereof.

Ordered,—That the Committee -have leave to sit again on Wednesday
next. :

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Two of the clock.

TUESDAY, 23rd May, 1864.

Mr. Enerson presented a Petition from Michael Carrol, of Bonavista,
which was received and read, setting forth,~—That he had been employ-
ed by the Board of Road Commissioners to survey the line of road hetween
Blackhead Bay and Catalina, which service he performed in a manner sa-
tisfactory to the Board. That, on applying for compensation, he was in-
formed that the Board had not the means of paying for his services; and
praying that his claims may be considered, and a reasonable amount
awarded him.

Ordered—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Pursuant to.order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the whole upon the Bill for raising by Loan a sum of money for
the general purposes of the colony.

Myr. SeEAKER left the Chair.,
Mr. Bexning took the Chair-of the Committee.
Mr. SpEAKER resumed the Chair. o

The Chairman reported from the Commxttee that they had passed the
Bill to them referred without Amendment and he handed the B111 in at

. the Clerk’s Table.
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Ordered,—That the Report be received.

Ordered,—That the Bill be engrossed and read a third time on Monday
next.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the whole upon the Revenue Bill.

M. SeeskER left the Chair,
Mr. Haxranan took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SeeakER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had passed the
Bill to them referred without Awendment; and he handed the Bill in at
the Clerk’s Table.

Ordered,—That the Report be received.

Ordered,—That the Bill-be engrossed and read a third time to-mor-
ToW.

Ordered,—That the Bill to regulate the Currency of this colony be
committed to the whole House on Tuesday next.

Ordered,—That the Bill to regulate the value of Gold and Silver Coins
in this colony be committed to the whole House on Tuesday next,

On motion of Mr. LitTrE, pursuant to notice, scconded by Mr, Hoc-
SETT,

Resolved—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To His Lxcellency Ker BaiLuie Haair-
ToN, Esq., Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, §ec., &e.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—
The House of Assembly respectfully beg leave to request that Your
Excellency will be pleased .to cause to be:laid before this House a detail-

ed return of the expenditure incurred in the protection of the Fisheries
in the year 1853.

Ordeved,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to- Hxs Ex-
cellency by Mr. Hogsett and Mr.:Shea. '

Mr. Hovies, pursuant to notice, ptesented the draft of an Address to
His Excellency the:Governor, which he:read in his Xplace, and:then hand-
ed in at the Clerk’s I'sble, where it was-agdin-read ‘as follows e

Rocelred,

Otrder for 3rd reading.

Comumittec on Revenue Bill

Report:

Received,

Order for 3rd. reading.

Order for Committec on
Currency Bill, and

Gold and Silver Coins Bill,

Address to the Governor
for Returns of expenditurs
in protection of the fisher~
ies in 1853,

Engrossed—end' Commities
10 preseat,
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To His Excellency Ker Bawnie Hami~
TON, Esquire, Governor and Command .
er-in-Chief tn and over the Island of
Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c.
&e.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR ExXCELLENCY,—

Motion for AddresstoGov-  The House of Assembly, taking into consideration the inconvenience
e Ocsl® 16 which many of the Public Officers are becoming subjected by the non.
payment of their salaries on the 31st March last, respectfully request
that Your Excellency will be pleased to direct that the usual quarterly
‘Warrants be issued for the payment of salaries, and this House will make

provision for the expenditure thereby occasioned in the next Supply Bill,
Mr. Hovr.es moved, seconded by Mr. WARREN,

ion th
;lazt;fnt at the Address That the Address do pass.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there ap-

peared,
For the Motion, 2. Against the Motion, 5.
Dirisiosn: . Mr. Hoyles Mr. Little
“ 'Warren. ¢ Winser
“ Hogsett
“  Benning
¢ Hanrahan. -
Negatived, So it passed in the negative, and
Ordered accordingly.

Then the House adjourned till Thursday next, at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 25th May, 1854.

Notice for Address to Gov»  Mr. WINSER gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address
e to the Governor, respectfully requestmg that he will cause to be laid be-
fore the Hounse—

Y

- A Statement of the expendﬂ;ure on Roads and Bndges from all the
Outport Boards of Road Commissioners in detail, for 1853:.
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A Detailed Statement from all the Boards of Education throughout the
colony, for the same period :

A Detailed Return of Fees from the Sheriff’s department for the years
1850, ’51, ’52, and '533:

Also, Detailed Returns of expenditure from the Commissioners of the
Penitentiary, and Lunatic Asylum, together with Reports from both Insti-
tutions for the past year.

Mr. LiTTLE gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address Notice for Addross to Gov-
to the Governor on the subject of the Representation Bill. ermor:

Pursuant to order of the day, the Revenue Bill was read a third time, Revesuc Bill rcad 3rd time,
as engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Suea, seconded by Mr. LiTTLE,

Resolved,—That the following clause be added as a Ryder, to the Bill:

Provided always, that it shall be lawful to expend the sum of One Hun. Ryder 1o Revenue Bill.
dred and Twenty Pounds in addition to the salaries hereinbefore appro-
priated of the second-class Tide-waiters in St. John’s.

And the said Ryder having been read a first, second, and third time, Agreedto.
was, upon the question put thereon, agreed to by the House.

On motion of Mr. SHEA, seconded by Mr. LiTTLE,

Resolved,—That the Bill pass, and be entitled, “ An Act to continue Pused, titled, and sent to
and amend the Act for granting to Her Majesty certain duties on Goods, 1. M. Council

Wares, and Merchandize imported into this Colony, and its Dependen-
cies.’

Ordered,—That Mr. Shea and Mr. Little do take the Bill to Her Ma-~
jesty’s Council and desire their concurrence.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

" FRIDAY, 26th May, 1854.

Mr. I.‘Im:asox gave notice that on to:morrow he would move certain .o for Resolations in
Resolutions with reference to the erection of a Light-house on the Offer ZIference to Lighthouscon
Wadham Island, in accordance with the views of the Light-house Com-
missioners, as reported by them to the House.
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Mr. Hanrarax presented a Petition from Louisa E. Anguin and others,
members of the Dorcas Society, of Carbonear, which was received and
read,—Praying that the annual grant to that institution may be con-
tinued ;

Also, a Petition from Kennedy Thomey and others, of Mosquito, which
was received and read,—Praying for a grant to complete the roads in
that locality.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.
On motion of Mr. WiNsER, seconded by Mr. ExErsox,

Resolved—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—
To His Excellency Ker Bawrie Hamir-
tox, Esq., Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and cver the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c., &c.
May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully request that Your Excellency
will be pleased to cause to be laid before the House a detailed statement
of the expenditure on the Roads and Bridges in the several extern Dis-
tricts of this Island, from the Outport Boards of Road Commissioners, for
and during the year 1853 ; also, a detailed statement of the expenditure
incurred during that period for the purposes of Education throughout the
colony ; also, a detailed return of all fees and perquisites of office receiv-
ed and paid by the respective Sheriffs of this colony, for and during the
years 1850, 1851, 1852, and 1853 ; and also, detailed returns and re-
ports from the Commissioners of the Penitentiary, of the expenditure in-
curred by them, for and during the year 1853; and also, a detailed re-
tum of the expenditure of the Commissioners of the Lunatic Asylum, and
their annual Report for the same period.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
cellency by Mr. Winser and Mr. Emerson.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Two of the clock.

SATURDAY, 27th May, 1854.

Mr. SeEaxEr laid before the House the annual report of the Comxms-
sioners of Light-houses, with account current for-1853:
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Also, a Report of the Commissioners of Light-houses, in reference to
a site for a Light-house on the Northern Coast of this Island, transmitted
through Mr. Secretary Crowdy, by command of His Excellency the Gov-

ernor.
(For which see Appendiz.)

Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.
Messages from Her Majesty's Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Messages :—

Mr. SPEAKER,~—

Her Majesty’s Council request a conference with the House of Assem-
bly upon the subject of the Amendments made by the House of Assem-
bly upon the Amendments made by the Council upon the Bill entitled,
““ An Act to increase the present number of Representatives in the Ge-
neral Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the representation thereof,”
and have appointed Monday next, the 29th instant, at 3 o’clock, for the
Conferees of this House to meet Conferees from the Assembly in the
Committee-room of the Council.

' WM. ROBINSON,

President.
Council Chamber,
27th May, 1854.

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have
passed the Bill sent up from the Assembly entitled, *“ An Act to continue
and amend the Act for.granting to Her Majesty certain duties on Goods,
Wares, and Merchandize, imported into this colony and its dependencies”

—without Amendment.
WM. ROBINSON,

President.
Council Chamber,
27th May, 1854,

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Messages do lie upon the Table.
On motion of Mr. Hogserr, seconded by Mr. Parsoxs,

Resolved,—That a Message be sent to Her Majesty’s Council acced-
ing to the Conference requested by Her Majesty’s Council on the subject
of the Amendments made by the Assembly upon the' Amendments of the
Council upon the Bill to increase ‘the present number of Representatives
in the General Assembly of thxs Island, and to 1egu1ate the representa-
tion thereof, .

On Table:

Message from H, M. Coun-
cil requesting Conference
on Representation Bill.

Messsge assenting to Reve-
nue Bill,

On Table.

Resolution assenting to
Conference,



Deputation to . M, {oun-
eil,

Managers appointed.

Mz Speaker informs the
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Address to the Governor in
reference to Responsible
Government read 1st time,

Order for Ind reading.
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Petition from Jas, dlartin.

On Talile.
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House of the Governor’s
assent to Revenue. Bill,
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Ordercd,~That Mr, Hogsett and Mr. Winser do take the Message to
Her Majesty’s Council.

Ordered,—That Mr. Shea, Mr. Hanrahan, Mr. Hogsett, and Mr, Little,
do manage the Conlerence on the part of the House.

Mr. SeeaxEer informed the House that he had received a communica-
tion from Mr. Secretary Crowdy, stating that Ilis Excellency the Govern-
or had been pleased to appoint this day, at half-past two o’clock, in the
Council Chamber, to give his assent to the Revenuc Bill.

Mr. Hocserr, in the absence of Mr. Little, presented the draft of an
Address to His Excellency the Governor, which he handed in at the
Clerk’s Table, where it was read a first time.

Ordered,—That the Address be read a second time on Monday next.

Mr. HoesETr gave notice that on Menday next he would move the sus-
pension of the Rules in reference to the said Address.

Mr.»WarreN presented a Petition from James Martin, of King’s Cove,
which was received and read, setting forth,—That he had acted as postman
between Trinity and King’s Cove for the last two years, and that on the
7th day of February he was exposed in a dreadful snow-storm while
crossing from Trinity : that owing to his sufferings on that occasion he
has become a helpless object, having lost both his feet, and one of his
hands, and thereby is quite unable to earn anything for the support of his
family ; and praying that his case may be consldered and some annual
relief granted him.

Ordered,—That the said Petition do le upon the Table.

A Message from His Excellency the Governor.

At halfpast Two o’clock a Message was delivered by F. W. Rennie,
Esq., the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod:—

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

His Excellency the Governor commands your immediate atiendance in
the Council Chamber.

Accordingly Mr. Speaker and the House attended His Excellency in
the Couneil Chamber, and bemg returned,

Mr. Sreaxer informed the House that When in attendance on HIS Ex.
cellency the Governcr, His Excellency had been pleased to glve his as-
sent to the Bill entitled “ An Act to contmue and.amend the Act for
granting to Her Majesty certain duties on/Goods, Wares, and Mercham
dize imported into this Colony and its Dependenmes. . '
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Then the House adjourned till Monday next, at Two of the clock.

MOXNDAY, 29th May, 1554,

Mr. Benxsing presented a Petition from Michael Berney and others,
Roman Catholic inhabitants of Burin, which was received and read,
setting forth,—That they have recently built a large and commodious
house for a Coramercial School there, and have engaged the services of a
competent Teacher ; and praying that the House would be pleased to
grant the sum of Twenty pounds to purchase books maps, and globes,
for the use of the School :

He also presented a Petition from the same parties, which was receiv-
e and read,—Praying for a grant of Forty pounds to enable them to dis-
charge a debt contracted in building the said School-house:

Also, a Petition from Arthur McAuley and others of Burin, which was
reccived and read,—Praying that a sum of Ten pounds may be granted
annually in support of the ferry on the eastern side of Burin Bay.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. WARREN gave notice that on an early day next session, he would
move for leave to bring in a Bill for the erection of a Light-house on
Green 1sland, at the enirance of Catalina.

Mr. HovLEs gave notice that on to-moxrow he would move an Address
to the Governor, praying the appropriation of a sum of money, equal to
the amount voted last year, for the protection of the Fisheries.

Mr. WINSER, from the deputation to present the Address praying His .

Excellency to lay certain Detailed Returns of expenditure before the
House, reported that His Excellency had been pleased to say he would
comply with the request of the House: S '

Also, that in reply to the Address praying for Returns of Expenditure
in the protection of the Fisheries last year, HIS\ Excellency had banded
him the statement asked for.

(For which see dppendiz.)
Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Petitions from Burin on
the subject of Schools.

Petition from Buriu for a
Ferry,

On Table,

Natice of motion for a
Light-housc on Groen [s-
iand.

Notice of mozion for Ad-
dress to Governor to pro-
tect the Fisheries:

Replies of the Governor to
Addresscs.

On Table.
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Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to raise by Loan a sum of mo-
ney for the general purposes of the colony, was read a third time as en-
grossed.

On motion of Mr. HaxranaN, seconded by Mr. Hovres,

Resolved,—That the Bill pass, and be entitled, “An Act to raise by
Loan a sum of money for the general purposes of the colony.

Ordered,—That Mr. Hoyles and Mr. Hanrahan do take the Bill to Her
Majesty’s Council and desire their concurrence.

It being the hour appointed by the Committee of Conference on the
part of Her Majesty’s Council to meet the Managers from the Assembly
ou the subject of the Amendments made by the Assembly upon the Coun.
cil’s Amendments upon the Bill entitled, “ An Act to increase the pre-
sent number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island,
and to regulate the representation thereof;” the names of the Managers
were called over.

And they went to the Conference, and being returned,

Mr. Litrie reported that the Managers on the part of the Assembly
had met the Managers on the part of the Council in the Committee-room,
and had received from them their Instructions.

The said Instructions were then read by the Clerk, and are as fol-
low :—

Her Majesty’s Council have requested this conference with the House
of Assembly for the purpose of acquainting the Assembly that they can-
not concur in certain of the Amendments made by that House upon
Amendments made by Her Majesty’s Council in and upon the Bill entitled
< An Act to Increase the present number of Representatives in the Gen-
eral Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof,”
for the following reasons:—

1st. In the amendments made by Her Majesty’s Council on the Bill
sent to them from the House of Assembly, the Council had prominently
in view the principle recognized as well by the Assembly as by them-
selves, of so arranging the details of the measure as to secure the two
great religious bodies a fair proportion in the representation, in accord-
ance with their respective numbers ; that is, 15 Protestants and 14 Ro-
man Catholics. In the opinion of the Council, this arrangement would
not have heen effected by the Bill as sent from the Assembly, but it was
insured by the Amendments made by the Council, which took one mem-
ber from the district of Placentia and St. Mary’s, and gave one to Bona-
vista (which latter district possesses a population of between 700 and 800
more than the former), and so regulated the mode of voting in the Burin
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district as to secure the return of one Reman Catholic, and that such re-
sult would follow as contemplated by the Council, is fully shown by the
annexed tabular statement. It is evidently assumed by the Bill of the
Asstembly that Burin wounld return two Protestants; but although this
district has a Protestant majority, the experience of two contested elec-
tions, in which a Roman Catholic has succeeded against a Protestant, is
evidence that the Roman Catholics can always return one member. To
remove, however, all uncertainty in this particular, the Council adopted
the plan of allowing each voter to give a single vote o two candidates, or
two votes to one candidate, which, extending, as it does, the privileges of
the votersin that distriet, insures the return of one Roman Catholic mem-
ber.

It may besaid that this arrangement isnovel, but it must be remember-
ed that from peculiar circumstances, legislation on the subject of increased
representation in this colony must of necessity involve anomalies. Thus,
for instance, in the district of Conception Bay, in order to preserve the
equal representation of the different religious sections, two representatives
are given to a population of less than 4,000, consisting principally of Ro-
man Catholics; whilst a Protestant section of the same district, contain-
ing upwards of 5,400 inhabitants, is to be represented by one member
only: and in the district of St. John’s more than 6,000 Protestants will
be altogether unrepresented by a member of their own creed. Should,
however, the House of Assembly deem the division of the Burin district a
preferable method of accomplishing the contemplated object, the Council
would offer no objection to such a proceeding.

2nd. The proximity of Bird Island Cove to Bonavista, from which it is
distant about four miles, whilst from Catalina, the nearest settlement of
Trinity Bay, it is éleven miles, makes it obvious that it should belong to
the Bonavista disttict; and inconvenience has frequently occurred from
this not being the case. The alteration can in no degree affect the char-
acter of the electoral returns, as the distticts of Tnmty and Bonavista are
both essentlally Protestant. ‘

3rd. In deference to the opinions of the Assembly, the Council have
consented to the Amendment of that House which limits the experises to
.be incurred by candidates at elections, althouvh they fear the amount so
limited may be insufficient to procure the services of respectable persons
to discharge the respons1ble duties of Returmnv Officers and Poll Clerks .

Her Ma3esty s Counc1I in their proceedmgs in this measure, have been.
influenced by an earnest and anxious desire to do full justice to all classes
of the people ; and -they hesitate not:to express. their conviction  that
any material departure -from: the principle on: which 'i;hey have found-
ed their amendments; would tend to the thholdmg of -their just rights
from one or other of these classes, - -~ . .. .. . ino
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Tabular Statement before referred to.

Popula-|Protest-| Catho- N
DistricTs. tion. | ant. | lic. P.iC.
District of St. John'Suecesernerevieine ievunian v 25196) 6210; 13986 6
« Trinity... &801| 7518 1286| 3
“ Bona\lsta . 227 5418 18S09] 3
“ T Wlllm"ate and Fo"o ............... 6744, 5616 1128 2
“ Ferxyland weeenene 46810 1820 4399 | 2
« Placentia and St Mary " FOR 6473, 1018 5455 | 2
"« Burin... ceeveeneennt 43580 2407 19511 11 1
“ Fortune Bay .......................... 2020) 2557 363} 1
“ La Poile...... cociveivinceninnnnnn | 2180 2151 29} 1
i © Conception Bay: 1stsub-division:
Horse Cove to Turk’s Gut, inclusive....!| 3997 769/ 3230 2
2nd sub-division—DBrigus to I'ort de Grave,
- both inclusive.. 65538 4150 1388 1]
¢ 3rd sub- dlvmon—Bay "Roberts to Harbor
Grace, both inclusive.. 7981 5198 2783| 2
4th sub-division—Carbonear and Musqulto 5071} 2340, 2731 1
dth sub-division—Fresh Water to Bay de
Verde, inclusive.. resereeenane 5439] 3988 1451] 1
1514

(Signed)

WAL ROBINSON,

President.

Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Mr. LitTLE moved, seconded by Mr. Parsoxs,

That the reasons of Her Majesty’s Council for not concurring in cer-
tain of the Amendments made by this House in and upon the Bill enti.
tled, ¢ An Act to increase the present number of Representatives in the
General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the represeatation
thereof,” being unsatisfactory, that a conference be requested with Her
Majesty’s Council on the subject matter of the last conference, and that a
Select Committee be appoiuted to draw up reasons on the part of this

House thereon.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there

appeared :—
For the Motion, 5

Mr. Little

“ Parsons

“  Winser .
* Hanrahan
“ DBenning.

Against the Motion, 3.

Mr.

“

€

Hoyles
March

Warren.
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So it passed in the aflirmative, and Affirmed,

Ordered accordingly.

Ordered—That Mr. Little and Mr. Parsons do form a Select Commit- Committee to_prepare Rea-
sons to be offered at Con-

tee, in accordance with the foregoing Resolution. ferance.

Mr. LirTLe moved, pursuant to order of the day, seconded by Mr. Par.
SONS,

That the Address to His Excellency the Governor in reference to the Motion for 2nd reading of
Representation Bill be now read a second time. Addrass on the Lepreseata-
And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there

appeared :—

For the Motion, 6. Against the Motion, 3. Division,
Mr. Little Mr. iloyles

“  Parsons “  March

“ Winser “  Warren.

¢ Hanrahan
“  DBenning
“  Hogsett.

So it passed in the affirmative. Afirmed.
And accordingly the said Address was read a second time. Read 2nd time,
On motion of Mr. LITTLE, seconded by Mr. Parsoxs,

Resolved,—That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference Ruics suspended:
thereto.

Oricred,—That the House do now resolve itself into a Committec of committee of the whole
the whole upon the said Address. upon Address.

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mur. Sreaxker left the Chair.

Mr. Hocsert took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SreakEr resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had passed the gyorea with Amende
Address to them referred, with some Awendments, which they had di- ®®w
rected him to report to the House, and he handed the Address as amend-
ed in at the Clerk’s Table, where it was xcad, as follows :—
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To His Egcellency KER Barrire Hamir-
toN, Esq., Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and cver the Island of New-
JSoundland and its Dependencies, &c.,&c.

Maivy 1t pLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly beg to inform Your Excellency, that since the
receipt of Your Message of the 22nd March last, accompanying a copy of
the Despatch of His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, on the subject of Re-
sponsible Government, they have passed a Bill for increasing the number
of the Members of the Assembly, in accordance with their Address to His
Grace in reply to the said Despatch, and o carry out, as far as practica-
ble, his wishes in this respect.

That for the purpose of anticipating and obviating objections on the
part of the Council, the Assembly sub-divided in their measure all the
districts heretofore sought to be divided by the former ; added two mem.
bers to the mercantile district of Trinity, instead of one, allotted to it in
former Bills; and so framed their Bill as to give the mercantile, fishing,
farming, in fact, all classes and denominations, as they humbly conceived, a
just share of representation. A denominational and mercantile basis having
been forced upon their consideration by the manner in which previous
Bills on this subject had been treated by the co-ordinate brauch of the Le-
gislature, they respectfully refer Your Excellency to the accompanying
tabular statement, No. 1, to illustrate the justice of their distribution of
Members on this head, and also the fairness of its operation in respect
of the popular and conservative parties,and their interests in this co-
lony.

"That this measure, thus passed by the Assembly, having been sent to
Her Majesty’s Council for their concurrence, has been returned by them
with several Amendments upon it, first taking away the third member
from the popular district of St. Mary’s and ‘Placentia, and adding a third
member to the conservative district of Bonavista, which is more under
mercantile influence than the other, and besides being territorially not
nearly as extensive, the difference in the population’ of these respective
districts is only 754 inhabitants, according to the census of 1854, By ano-
ther Amendment, a novel principle of representing minorities was intro-
duced in the district of Burin. . This principle was merely suggested by
Mr. Frederick Peel, the Under Secretary of State for the Colonial Depart-
ment, for the consideration of the Delegates of the Assembly—they show-
ed that it would not apply to the circumstances of this colony, and it must
be regarded as abandoned by the Imperial Government, if they ever enter-
tained the idea of testing it in this colony; for the Duke of Newcastle
suggests a general sub-division of districts in lieu of it. Its partial appli-
cation in Burin, with its limited population, to return only two members,
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would only tend, like a sub-division of that district, to promote mercantile
interests, and sectarian differences; and there is no precedent to be found
for it on this side of the Atlantic, or in Great Britain, without any real
necessity, but for the purpose of combining mercantile influences. The
district of Trinity, as defined by the Proclamation of Sir Thomas Coeh-
rane, was also sought to be mutilated for the purpose of adding a portion
of it to the district of Bonavista, while the extent and boundaries of no
other district in the Island were disturbed. An unusually high scale of
election expenses, to be paid by candidates, was also added to their Bill.

Thus altered and amended, the Bill was returned to the Assembly ;
and for the purpose of putting an end to further agitation on this import.
ant question, more than from a sense of justice, they consented to allow
the third Member to remain to the district of Bonavista; but as a conse-
quer.ce of this concession to the views of the Council, they deemed it but
fair, in justice to its relative population and territorial claims, to restore
the third Member to the district of Placentia and St. Mary's; they also
provided a reasonable scale of election expenses to be paid by candidates,
(since assented to by the Council,) and disagreed to the other Amend-
ments of Her Majesty's Council. The tabular statement No. 2, hereto
annexed, will show, even on the denominational and mercantile basis, the
Bill thus returned to the Council, cannot, with any show of reason, be
objected to by the parties the Council assume to represent.

Your Excellency having, in your Message, tendered your co-operation
to the House of Assembly, in fulfilling these pre-requisites, some of which
His Grace considers essential to justice, and others highly important to
the satisfactory working of the new system of Government; and the in-
creasc of Members' Bill being deemed by His Grace one of these pre-
requisites referred to by Your Excellency, the Assembly therefore avail
of Your Excellency’s offer, and most respectfully solicit Your mediation
with Your Excellency’s confidential advisers in the Executive Council, to
induce them to come to an understanding and agreement with the Assem.
bly upon this subject.

The Assembly adopt this course for the purpose of exhausting every
means available in this colony to settle this question ; and while they con-
cede to the Council their right of exercising their best judgment upon
the matter, they most respectfully submit, that under the present anoma-
lous constitution, and the existing state of the affairs of the Government,
your Excellency may, with propriety, intimate your opinion to your con-
fidential advisers, for the purpose of terminating the agitation existing on
this subject.
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Order for 3rd reading:

Read 3rd time,

Notice for appointment of a
Delegate to the United
tates.

Committee on conduct of
Mr Justice DesBarres.

Report.

Resolutions.

XKeport received.

Relect Committee,

Commiittee on Currency Bill
postpened.
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Ordered —That the Address be engrossed and read a third time this
day.

And the said Address was read a third time accordingly.

Mr. HoGserT gave notice that on to-morrow he would move the ap-
pointment of a Delegate to proceed to the United States upon the subject
of Free Trade.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Two of the clock.

E

TUESDAY, 30th May, 1854.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the whole upon the further consideration of the conduct of the
Hon. Mr. Justice DesBarres, on the Southern Circuit.

Myr. SpeakEiR left the Chair.
Mr. Bennine took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SrEakER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the business to them referred, and had come to certain Resolutions there-
on, which they had directed him-to report to the House ; and he handed
the Resolutions in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same were read, and
are as follow :—

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the charges
preferred by Mr. Hogsett, and the evidence taken-in reference thereto, be
reported to this House.

Resolved~—That the said charves and evidence be refened to a Select
Committee to report upon '

(For Charges and vadence see .ﬂppendzz )
Ordered,—That the Report be rece1ved .

Ordered,—That Mr Little, Mr. ‘Hogsett, Ml. Shes, Mr. Hoyles, and
Mr. Hanrahan, do form:such ‘Committee, ‘

Ordered,~That ‘thle ,Comx_nittée of the‘\’;'r\hé‘lé upon' the Currency Bill be
postponed till Tuesday next.

Mr. LirTLE, from the Select Committee appointed to prepare Reasons



OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 195

to be offered at-the Conference to be requested with Her Majesty’s Coun-
cil on the subject matter of the last Conference, presented the Report,
which he handed in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same was read, as fol-
lows :—

The House of Assembly have requested this conference with Her Ma-
jesty’s Council on the subject of the last conference, for the purpose of

Report of Committee topre~
pare Reasons to be offered
at Conference with H. M.
Council on Representation

acquainting Her Majesty’s Council that they cannot recede from the sin

amendments made by them upon amendments made by Her Majesty’s
Council in and upon the Bill entitled * An Act to increase the present
number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this 1sland, and to
regulate the representation thereof,” for the following reasons:—~

Ist.—In the amendments made by the House of Assembly on the
amendments sent to them from Her Majesty’s Council, the Assembly had
prominently in view the tollowing cousiderations, which influenced them
in forming their Bill originally, viz.—first, the maintenance of the pre-
sent relative adjustment of districts, as far as practicable, submitting in a
spirit of concession to a sub-division of the oaly two districts the Council
have heretofore particularly sought to sub-divide, against their conviction
of the necessity or the public policy for such a course; especially when it
is borne in mind that under the present electoral divisions of this Island,
established upon the granting of a Representative form of Government to
this colony, and tested for a period of twenty years, at five general elec-
tions, the returns to the Assembly have been a fair representation of the
various interests and opinions of the people of ‘this, colony, and d» not jus-
tify the objections to.them even in a denominational view, as there have
been 39 Protestant members, and 36 Catholics returned during that time.
And although there are six of the existing nine electoral districts of this
colony capable of returning three-fifths of the members of the Assembly
of the P'rotestant persuasion, as shewn by Table No. 1, annexed, yet they
have not done so, nor have the Catholic districts acted in a less liberal
spirit in the return of liberal and independent Protestants, who gained the
public confidence by their liberal and enlightened views, integrity of cha-
racter, and a regard for the substantial interests of the people, irrespect-
ive of sectarian distinctions. Secondly,—That the great body of the peo-
ple who constitute the liberal and progressive party in this colony, and
who are comparatively free of mercantile and official control, should have
their due share of representation, while those districts which are subject
to such control should not have an undae proportion of members, And
thirdly,—As the Council have heretofore refused to.duplicate the -present
number of members on the basis of the non-division of the .present elec-
toral districts, on alleged sectarian grounds, not distinct, as the Assembly
assumes, from mercantile and official interests, the Assembly were there-
fore solicitous to meet this view, and accordingly arranged their amend-
ments so that the two principal denominations should have the power, if
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they wished to exercise it, of securing the return of members according
to the relative numbers of these denominations.

The Council assumed, for the purpose of sustaining their amendments
last session,that as the two principal denominations were so equal in
numbers, there being in the year 1845, 49,523 Protestant inhabitants,
and 46,983 Catholics in this Island, the returns under their amendments
made by them on the Bill of the Assembly, and their forming the subject
of a conference, would be 13 Protestant and 13 Catholic members, a re-
sult which would be fair, though it would not have taken place, the As-
sembly conceive, under those amendments. There being no State
Church to be supported by this colony, and no special reason therefore
why the electors of any denomination should seek to uphold any undue
sectarian ascendancy in the Government of this colony, it is unreasonable
to suppose that either the Protestant or Catholic districts will be exclu-
sively influenced by denominational considerations in the return of their
members, apart from the unfair distribution of patronage and places of
honor by the Government. The only public question on which a secta-
rian difference has arisen here is that of Education, and this difference
existed, not between Protestants and Catholics, but betwen a portion of
the members of the Church of England and the Dissenters of the colony ;
the former contending for the exclusive control of their share, according
to numerical proportion, of the Protestant Education grant, and the latter
for a non-division of it.

The Assembly therefore appropriated the members to the fifteen dis.
tricts mentioned in their Bill with a due regard to all these considera-
tions, without undertaking to gnarantee a relative return of 15 and 14, up-
on denominational grounds; their Bill, certainly, gave the power to ef-
fect that result, though they are confident the proportion of Protestants
that would be returned under it would be much more than 15, judging
from the experience ofthe past. On reference to Table No. 2, hereto an-
nexed, it will be seen that the distribution of members under their Bill was
made with a due regard to the denominational. Among the other im-
portant considerations already referred to, the Council assume that the
district of Burin would not return two Protestants, and therefore adopted
a moral piinciple of representing the Catholic minority in that district.
The Protestant majority in the district of Burin is 456 inhabitants: three
Protestant gentlemen have been returned to the Assembly for that dis-
trict, and "only one Catholic member has sat in the Assembly for it, he
being a resident in the district for more than forty years ; and although
supported by local friends, Catholic and Protéstant, he was defeated in a
contest by a Protestant merchant, who represented the district in the late
House. It is therefore unjust to regard his return as a sufficient reason
to justify the adoption of this untried principle of representing minorities
in this single district. Besides, while there isa less Catholic majority
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(only 390) in the district of Carbonear, on which the return of a Catholic
may be said to rest, if viewed in a sectavian light, and while the number
of inhabitants in that district is 5071, to return only one member, the dis.
trict of Burin, with a population of 4358, has two members, with the ma-
jority of 450, and the same strong mercantile inflaences cxisting there
which succeeded before.  One member was then taken from the liberal
and Catholic district of Placentia and St. Mary's, and one added to the
Trotestant district of Bonavista, which is much more under mercantile in-
fluence. Now, the district of St. Mary’s and Placentia is more ex-
tensive than that of Bonavista; the difference in their respective popula.
tion is only 754 inhabitants. In 1850 the present Acting Solicitor-Gen-
cral, in an amendment on the Representation Bill, then before the Assem-
bly, proposed to give the district of St. Mary’s and Placentia 4 mcmbers,
and Bonavista only 2. There docs not, therefore, appear to be any rea-
son why the latter district should now occupy a better position in the pro-
posed arrangement than the former. Nor did the Assembly conceive that
any circumstances exist to justify the giving of a third member to Bona-
vista ; but thoy consented to it for the purpose of effecting a compromise
with the Council—not from a scuse of justice—they deemed it more ex-
pedient for the general good to adopt that course than to sanction any
further sub-division of districts, or permit the introduction of the novel
principle intended by the Couucil to be applied in Burin.  The distribu-
ion of members, under the amendments made by the Assembly, differs in
some important particulars from that uader the original Bill, as appears
by the Table No. 3, hercto aunexed.

The proposition to annex a part of the district of Trinity, under decid-
cd mercantile influence, to a part of Doravista, an essentially conservative
district, but not so thoroughly subject to that influcnce as Trinity dis-
trict; and the alternative suggested by Her Majesty’s Council of sub-
dividing Burin, which cannot be equally or fairly divided without produc-
ing Protestant majorities in both sub-divisions ; would involve not on-
ly the question of a general sub-division of the electoral districts, but
would give an undue preponderance to mercantile influence in these two
districts, and in the aggregate returns.

Under these circumstances, rather than"submit to the amendments of
Her Majesty’s Council, the Assembly would Aprefe'r the measure proposed
in the Assembly by the present Acting Sohcltor Genexal in 1850, an ab.
stract of which is 'mnexed in the Table No. 4. Howex er unfair its ap-
plication would be felt in some cases, or ob_)e(,tlonable on the score of the
sub.division of certain districts, the only quahﬁc:mon they would annex to
the sub-division of the districts not already -wreed to be divided, is
that two-fifths of the registered voters shall ﬁrst appruve thercof by requi-
sition to the Governor,

The House of Assembly, in their proceedings on this wmeasure, bave
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been influenced by an earnest and sincere desire to do unqualified justice
to all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects in this colony; and they hesitate
not to express their conviction that any material departure from the

principle on which they have founded their amendments,

would tend fo

the withholding of their just rights from one or other of these classes.

(Signed)
J. KENT,
Spea.ker.
House of Assembly,
30th May, 1854.
TABLE, No. 1.
ABSTRACT of Census of 1845.
Districts. Protestants.| Catholics.
Conception Bav......coovevivvenns 16,446 - 11,5680
Trinity Bay.......c.ooes e 7,618 1,283
Bonavista Bay......cooeeiinivenis 5,418 \ 1,809 Which return 9
bers to tl
Fogo.eeeiiiiirnnnnnns errerieeaevess 5,616 1,128 f T‘;:stgm%fy.o e
Burin..ocicieiie v e 2,407 1,951
Fortune Bay (including Burgeo
and La Poile, not represented)] 4,708 392 |

St. John’s........ et et renns 6,211 | 18,9851
l
Ferryland........oo..ooee Conrenae 169 4,412 %

I
Placentia and St. Mary’s......... 1,018 5,455 J

Which return 6
members to the
Assembly.
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Schedule, No. 4.

The Solicitor General’s amendments provide for 31 members, the Island
to be divided into 17 districts, to be called and represented as follows :——

The District of St. John’s, East. ccereeciirievieerecrinenicieennee 3 members.

“ St. John's West..civciiviiiiananinicniincans 3
“ Brigus coceveiienniieieenis cvernssneenrsenineses 2
“« Port de Grave............ creveeaniiis suree Cereane 2
« Harbor Grace..c.cceeuiienecrivesiiicranninnnn 2
e Carbonear . c..ccevivvve v srnnin coriis areene snnene 2
“ Trinity South.ic..coviiiiiviciiiiiis ciicaninnes 1
. Trinity North....oeeeiiviiiiiiiini i 1
“ Bonavista South........ccciaieieaniieniiininea 1
e Bonavista, North........ reereemtetin areoacranas . 1
“ Twillingate.....ccoveeiviiiiviieiniicinn i 1
“ . o YU |
“« Ferryland.....coviviivviiiieiiiiininiiisnninn e 1
« Bay Balls...ccoivivvinn i cininnan 1
« Placentia West....covviiiieiiiiiiniieeiiieean. 2
« Placentia and St. Mary's....c.cooveevinviiiinnn 2
“ Burin. coociviiiiiiinre s s s meree s 2
“ Fortune Bay......ocoovvviviieciiiiinnienn 2
“ Burgeo....ici e 1

Ordered,—That the Report be adopted.

(13

[{1

({4

144

[

[{3

13

({3

113

114

(14

14

{4

119

[£4

(¥4

[{4

113

Adcpted.

Ordered,—That the same Managers who managed the last Conference \anaocn pamea.

on the part of the Assembly do manage this Conference.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, at Two of the clock.

WFDNESDAY, 31st May, 1854.

Mr. SuE, from the deputation to present the Address to His Excellen- repiy of ine Gosernor to

cy the Governor on the subject of a delegauon to the United States, in
reference, to Free Trade, reported that Hls Excellency had handed him

the following reply :—

Address in reference to De«
legation t» United Btates,

I regret to find that the Assembly is d1sposed to adopt a course inde- .

pendent of the Executive .Government, which I cannot recognize, .and
which may have the effect of frustratmg the object of the Aasembly it

self
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Mr. HovLEs moved, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Harwazp,

Motion for Address to Gove  'That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, respect-

cruor for grant to protect . . .

the Fisherics, fally requesting that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be appro-
priated out of the Treasury a sum of money equal to that voted by the
House in its last session, for the protection of the Fisheries, and this

House will make provision therefor.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there

appeared :—
Division: For the Motion, 4. Against the Motion, 5.
Mr. Hoyles Mr. Little
“ 'Warren “ Hogsett
« Hayward «  Winser
¢  Emerson. “ Benning

¢  Hanrahan.

Address negatived. So it passed in the negative, and

Ordered accordingly.

Mr. Lit1LE, from the deputation to present the Address to His Excel-
lency the Governor, on the subject of the Representation Bill, reported
that His Excellency had handed him the following reply :—

Reply of ggpvteersrmattci’vgd- I decline to comply with the request contained in this Address, which
Bill; solicits an unconstitutional interference, on my part, with an independent
branch of the Legislature.

The request also appears to be grounded on the assumption that I had
adopted the opinion of the Assembly, as against that of the Council, upon
the details of a measure in discussion between the two Houses.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, June Ist, 1854.

Roud Petition from Bay Mr. HANRAHAN presented a Petition frrbmk Richard Délanej and others,
of Bay Roberts, which was received and read ~—Praying for a grant to
complete the road by the south side of Spamards Bay pond.

Oa Tables Ordered —That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.
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A Message from Her Majesty's Council.

The Clerk to Her Majesty’s Council, in the absence of the Master-in-
Chancery, brought down the following Message :—

Mr. SPEAKER,~—

Her Majesty’s Council accede to the Conference requested on the sub. Message from HM.Coun.
ject of the last Conterence, and have appointed Managers on the part of
this House to meet the Conferees of the House of Assembly in the Com-
mittee-room of the Council, presently.

WM. ROBINSON,

President.
Council Chamber,
1st June, 1854.

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,~—That the said Message do lie upon the Table. On Table.

And the names of the Managers being called over, they went to the Mansgers attend Confer-
ence, and report,
Conference, and being returned,

Mr. LiTTLE reported that the Managers had met the Committee of
Conference on the part of the Council, and had complied with the In-
structions of the House.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

FRIDAY, 2nd Juxng, 1854,

A Message from Her Majesty’s Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :—

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have Message from H.M, Coune
passed the Bill sent up from the Assembly, entitled “ An Act to raise by s
Loan a sum of money for the general purposes of the colony”—without
Amendment. :

WM ROBINSON
o o President.
Council Chamber, o
2nd June, 1854, 2



On Tablfoo

Address for Returns of Bx.
porto =ad Imports for '33.

Engrossed, and Deputation
O present.

Report of Seleet Comrittee
on retiring allowances of
Officers under Responsible
Government,

204 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

And then the Messenger withdrew. -
. Ordered ,~That the said Message do-lie upon the Table.
On motion of M. LITTLEi,'Sé(::QDdeCi by‘ Mr HANRAHAN,

Resolved,~—That the followmg Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

'To;His Excellenc_y Ker Banrig Hamin-
10Ny Bsq., Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the Island of New-

"fozmdland and its Dependencies, &c. &c.

May 17 PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

"The House of Assembly respectfully request that Your Excellency
will be pleased to cause to be laid before the House Detailed Returns of
Exports from this Island to all countries, for the year 1853 ; and of the
Imperts for the same period ; together with the quantities and value of
such Exports and Imports, and the amount of duties collected on the
latter. '

Ordered,—That the same be engrossed and presented to His Exc¢llen.
cy by Mr. Little and M. Hanrahan

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

KR

SATURDAY, 3rd Jung, 1854.

Mr. Suea, from the Select Committee appointed to consider the Mes-
sage of His Excellency the Governor in reference to the retiring allow-
ances that may become payable to those officers whose situations may be-
come vacated under the system of Responsible Government, presented
the Report, which he handed in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same
was read, as follows :—

The Select Committee appomted to consider’ the ‘Message of His Ex-
cellency on the subject of the allowances to be made to the officers of
the Govéernment, whose offices shall be liable to be vacated on the intro-
duction of Responsible Government, take leave to inform the House, that
they have fully and carefully considered the matter embraced in the said

Message, and beg to report fo the House the result of their investiga-
tions. ,
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In their inquiries, the Committee deemed it necessary not only to re.
gard the Message of His Excellency, but to consider as well what had
been dore under similar circumstances in Nova Scotia and Prince Ed.
ward Island, the Colonies referred to by His Grace the Duke of Newcas-
tle, as a criterion in the settlement of the retiring allowances.

In Nova Scotia, the only officer who was held entitled to a pension
on the change of system, was the Provincial Secretary, and in Prince Ed-
ward Island the claims were limited to the holders of the offices of Colo-
nial Secretary and Attorney General,

The Committee have failed to discover any analogy between the scale
of compensation proposed by His Excellency, and that which has been
adopted in the colonies in question ; and while they are of opinion that
an equitable provision should be made for parties vacating offices who
have admitted claims on the colony for compensation, they eannot assent
to the justice of demanding from this colony larger relative sums than
were deemed a sufficient discharge ot similar claims i Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island.

Those who entertain the wost conservative views of the claims of offi-
cials displaced in subservience to a question of public policy, usually ad-
mit that the example of England is a safe and just guide for the settle-
ment of any analogeus case. The Committee append a statement show-
ing what was the scale of compensation adopted for the officers who were
dismissed under the Imperial Customs’ Act of 1834 ; and here it will
be seen that there i3 as little affinity with the scale propesed by His Ex-
cellency as in the arrangements adopted in the two provinces before men-
tioned.

In Nova Scotia, the Provineial Secretary, an officer of thirty years’
standing, received a pension of £400 stg. per annum; and in Prince Ed-
ward Island the gentleman retiring from that office, which he had held
twenty years, received an allowance of £133 6s. 8d. stg. per annum.

The Attorney General in Nova Scotia, who had been seven years in
that office, and who held the office of Solicitor General prev;ouqu, re-
ceived no retiring allowance; and in Prince Edward Island, the sum of
£133 6s. 8d. was granted to the displaced mcumbent who had held the
office for twenty years.

The Committee propose for the following officers, to be removed on
the introduction of Responsible Government, the yearly pensions as fol-
lows, which do not materially differ from the scale suggested by His Ex-
cellency :— - . :

The Colonial Secretary, in office over 20 years........... verenns £400

¢ Surveyor General, ditte e . 285
** Attorney General, in office 8-years......coceisirevireininnnn, 140
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The Solicitor General, being under suspension, the .Committee do not,
conceive that they have at present any power definitely to determine
in his case. Should he be restored; they think he would be entitled to a
pension of Ninety Pounds. - ,

The Committee beg leave to refer to the following Resolution, passed
by the Assembly in April, 1849—(the principles of Responsible Govern-
raent having been affirmed by the Assewbly as adapted to the circum-
stances of the Colony):—~ -

« Resolved,~That it is the opinion of this Committee that all persons
who may be hereafter appointed to offices within this colony, analagous
to offices held by a political tenure in those colonies where Responsible
Crovernment prevails, should be notified by the Executive at the time of
their appointment, that their offices are to be held upon the like tenure,
in the event of Responsible Government being conceded to this colony.

“ The House of Assembly respect{ully submit that the meaning of this
Resolution is obvious.

“ It does not interfere with existing rights—its prayer is to the eflect
that parties about to be indueted into certain offices, shall be notified by
thie Executive of this colony, that their tenure of office must be conting-
ent on any changes that Her Majesty, in the exercise of her prerogative,
maay, in her wisdom, deem necessary to mtroduce into the Governmeut of

this celony.

« The House of Assembly have been induced to pass this Resolution
o obviate as much as lies in their power, the difficulties that arve likely
to arise on the introduction into the Government of this colony, of any
such change. '

* The House of Assembly have obscrved in the neighboring colony of
fKova Scotia, that the difficulty of introducing a new principle into the
Administrative Government of that colony has been greatly enhanced by
the claims of vested rights, urged by official incumbents.

- “The House of Assembly therefore consider they are exercising a
wise foresight in embodying their opinions on this subjectin the befere-
recited Resolution.—They wish to gnard against the possibility of the
claim of private rights being pleaded as a cause for the obstruction of a
public measure that may be considered as necessary for the promotion of
the general welfare ; and they are also actuated by the desire, that in
the event of this change taking place, its beneficial influences may not be
matred by the acrimonious feelings such contests invariably engender in
society. :

“The House of Assembly therefore pray, thas the Right Honoxable the
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Secretary of State for the Colonies will take the aforesaid Resolution into
consideration, and recommend to Her Majestythat the principle therein
enunciated may, in all fature appointments:to' such. offices as may be
within the scope of such Resolution, be carriedinto operation.

Extract from the despatch of the Secretary of State for the colomes
dated 14th May, 1849, on the above subject :—

“ 1 coneur in the opinion expressed by the House of Assembly in Com-
mittee, that much future inconvenience may be obviated, if all persons
who may be henceforward appointed to offices in Newfoundland, ot the
class spemﬁed in their resolution, should be apprised at the time of receiv-
ing their appointment that such offices are to be held upon what is ters
ed a political tenure, in the event of what is commonly called the svs’tcm
of Responsible Government being extended to that colony, I shall ac-
cordingly cause due notice of this condition to be given to every person
receiving an appointment from the Crown to an office under your Gov-
erament which comes within the meaning of the resolution. It gives me
much satisfaction to add that I consider the House of Assembly entitled
to credit for the judgment and discretion with which they have acted in
sugeesting  that this notice should be given, and reserving for future and
more deliberate consideration the question as to whether the change in the
system of Administration which has been proposed, should be adopted.”

The present incumbents of the offices of Treasurer and ‘Collector hav-
ing taken office subsequently to the adoption and confirmation of the
above usolutlon, they necessarily come within. its scope and operation.

The Committee approve of the proposéd combination of the two last-
wentioned offices, and the appointment of an Auditor-General, as recom-
mended by His Excellency ; but they do not see the expediency of advis-

ing that the offices, thus combined, should be relieved from the operation
of political changes.

The Committee would recommend that a respectful address be sent to
His Excellency, with a copy of this Report ; and if the allowances herein
stated should meet His Excellency’s approval, that the House shall embo-
dy the same in a Bill similar to those adopted in the nelghbourmo colo-
nies of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

Scole of Pensions under Imperial Act, 1834, to those who entered the Public
Service prior to the 5th of August, 1829 :—

15 to 20 years’ service 5-12ths.
20 ¢« 25 e e . 6-12 .
25 « 30 e - T-12
30 « 35 . 8-12
35 « 40 e 9-12
40 * 45 T T 10-12
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45 « 50 . 11-12
50, or upwards—not exceeding salary, or,

in other words, 1-12th amount of

income added for every 5 years

after the 1st fifteen.

To those who entered the Public Service subsequently to the 4th August,

1829 . —
17 to 24 years’ sexrvice ... 4.12ths
24 « 31 5-12
31 « 38 - 6-12
38 < 45 1-12
45 and upwards ... 8-12

Respectfully submitted,

A. SHEA,

P. F. LITTLE,
E. HANRAHAN,
C. BENNING,
€. J. HOGSETT.

Committee-Room,
June 3rd., 1854.
On Table. Ordered,—That the said Report do le upon the Table.
Kotice of Address to the Mr. SmEA gave notice that op Monday next he would move an Address
Grovernor in reference to

Report of Committee on to His Excellency the Governor, to accompany tlre Report of the Select
erixing Alowances Committee on the subject of the retiring allowances of certain officials.

A Message from Her Majesty’s Council.

The Clerk to Her Majesty’s Council, in the absence of the Master-in-
Chancery, brought down the following Message : —

Mr. SPEAKER,—

essage from H.M,Coun- Her Majesty’s Council request a Conference with the House of Assem-
e bly on the subject of the last Conference, on the Amendments made on

the Bill to increase the number of Representatives, and have appointed
Conferees on the part of this House to meet the Managers on the part of
the Assembly in the Committee-room of the Council, presently.

WM. ROBINSON,
" President.
3rd June, 1854.
And then the Messenger withdrew.

Council Chamber, %

On Tabie, Ordered,~—That the said Meséége,,do lie upon the Table.
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On motion of Mr. LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. Hoaserr,

Resolved,~That a Ti/Iessage be sent to Her Majesty’s Council, acceding
to the Conference requested by Her- MaJesty s Counml

Ordered,—That Mr. Little and Mr Ho«rsett do take the Message to
Her Majesty’s Council. -

Ordered,—That the same ’\Ianageru who managed the last Conference
do manage this Conference on the part of the House.

And the names of the Managers being called over, they weiit to the
Conference, and being returned,

Mr. Litrie reported that the Managers had met the Conferees on the
part of the Council, and had received from them their Instructions.

The said Instructions were then read by the Clerk, and are as follow :

Her Majesty’s Council have requested this conference with the House
of Assembly on the subject of the last conference on the amendments
made in the Bill to increase the number of Representatives, for the pur-
pose of acquainting the Assembly that, having considered the Instruc-
tions of the Assembly to their managers, the Council see in them no rea-
son whatever for departing from the principle of giving to the different
religious denominations, with reference to their numbers, their due pro-
portion of Representatives; a principle which, while it has been the
avowed object of both branches of the Legislature, would not have been
carried out by the Bill assent up from the Assembly, but would have been
effectuatad by the Amendments of the Council. The Council cannot,
therefore, recede from their amendments, except that in reference to the
expenses of elections, as already signified to the Assembly.

The Council, in making the amendment granting an enlarged exercise

of the franchise to the electors of the Burin district, were desirous, with
a view to the general arrangement, to insure the return of one Roman
Catholic member for that district, notwithstanding they were convinced,
from past experience, that such return would be made under the present
Bill, without such-amendmeat. ‘

In the last paragraph but one of their mstructmns to their conferees,
the Assembly appear to express a desire to abandon the Bill which they
have deliberately passed, and sent up for the concurrence of the Council,
and to substitute in its stead a proposition (which is nevertheless charac-
terized as unfair, and as still requiring a peculiar qualification,) made at
a former period by a member of their own House.. Were it not for the
gravity with which this proposition is introduced, the Council would ab-
stain from bringing under the notice 'of the Assembly, that to refer, in a
conference between the two Houses, to the views and opinions of indivi-
dual members of either body, expressed now or at any former period, is a

Message to HLAL Councils

I?leputation to H, M., Coun.
cil.

Managers of Conference ap-
pointed.

Managers attend Confer-
ence, and repert Instrue-
tions.

Instructions delivered to
Managers,
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proceeding of a novel, and, as the Council submit, of an unparliamentary
character, and an irregularity which might lead to great inconvenience.

Much of the force of the arguments urged by the Assembly appears to
depend upon the use of peculiar appellations applied to certain districts
and classes of electors. The Council feel it right, therefore, to renew the
intimation of their opinion expressed upon a former occasion, that as
these appellations are at best but mere titles of assumption, and do not af-
fect the merits of the question under consideration; it is desirable to ab-
stain from the use of them in the communications between the two
branches.

The Council deem it unnecessary to enter into any lengthened discus-
sion of the statements contained in the instructions of the Assembly to
their conferees, in which the Counecil fail to discover any ground for con-
cluding that the views entertained and expressed by the Council are in-
consistent with a due regard to the just rights of all classes of the inhab-
itants of the colony; unless it be in the having assented to a scheme of re-
presentation from which the wealthy and important Protestant minority
of the distriet of St. John’s is virtually excluded.

Ordered,—That the said Instructions do lie upon the Table.
On motion of Mr. LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. HaxrAHAN,

Resolved,—That a Conference be requested with Her Majesty’s Council
on the subject matter of the last conference.

Ordered,—That Mr. Little and Mr. Hanrahan do take the Message to
Her Majesty’s Council.

Mr. Lirrie gave notice that on Wednesday next he would move the
House into a Committee of the whole on the state of the colony, on the
subject of Responsible Government.

Mr. HogsEerT gave notice that on Wednesday next he will move the
House into a Committee of the whole on Privilege, with reference to a
written Message alleged to have been officially received by the Speaker
from the Governor, on the subject of the Representation Bill, and alleged
to have been returned to His Excellency at his request, without the con-
sent of the House, and that the said Committee shall have power to send
for witnesses. ‘

Then the Iouse adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 5th June, 1854.

Mr. Hanrasan presented a Petition from Alexander O’Donovan,
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Principal of the Carbonear Grammar School, which was received and Petition from Principal of
Carbonear Grammar School

read,—Praying that his present rate of salary may be increased. " for increase of salary.
Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table. , On Table,

Mr. Haywarp presented a Petition from Patrick Lang and others, of Road Petition from Cats
. . . 5 A Cove and Kitchen’s Cove,
Cats Cove, and Kitchens Cove, which was received and read,—Praying

for a grant to complete roads in those localities.
Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table. On Table.
A Message JSrom Her Majesty’s Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :—

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have Message from HLM.Coun-
acceded to the Conference requested by the House of Assembly on the -
subject of the last Conference, and have appointed Conferees to meet the
Managers on the part of the Assembly, in the Committee-room of the
Council presently.

WM. ROBINSON,

President.

Council Chamber,
5th June, 1854,

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table. On Table,

Ordered,—That a Select Committee be appointed-to draw up Reasons, Select Committee to prepare
to be offered at the Conference requested with Her Majesty’s Council, ~ nstructions to Gonferces.

Ordered,~That Mr. Littie and Mr. Hanrahan do form such Com-
mittee, :

Mr, Lirrre, from the Select Committee -appointed to prepare Reasons geportof Select Committee:
to be offered at the Conference requested with Her Majesty’s Council
upon the Amendments on the Increase of Representation Bill, . presented
the report, which he read in his place, and-then handed in at the Clerk’s
Table, where it was again read, as follows:

The House of Assembly have requested this Conference with Her Ma-~ rnsyructions,
jesty’s Council on the subject of the last Conference on the Amendments
made in the Bill to Increase the number of Representatives, for
the purpose of acquainting the Council - that- having -considered the In-
structions of the Council to their Managers, the Assembly regret to per-
ceive in them the absence of that spiris. of conciliation- and fair play
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which has influenced the conduct of the Assembly upon this important
question ; and they are therefore confirmed in the opinion which they
have entertained, that it is utterly hopeless to expect the concurrence of
the Council in any just or generally acceptable measure upon this subject.
They are now satisfied, however, that they bave left untried no constitu-
tional means at present available to them in the colony to effect an un-
derstanding with the Council.

The objects of the Council in their treatinent of the Representation
Bill, appear to have been two-fold ; first—the maintenance of the exist-
ing system of Government, and the perpetuation of sectarian ascendancy
in the Government of this colony ; and second—the consolidation of the
mercantile influence, which has predominated in the government from the
time of the concession of the constitution to the present day.

1t should be borne in mind that in this, as in the neighboring colonies,
there have always been rival interests at variance, having different objects
in view, and adopting different means to attain their ends. From the
earliest days in its history, the merchants of Newfoundland have endea-
vored to keep the Trade of the country in their hands, and the operative
population in a state of vassalage. To effect this object -he better, they
strongly opposed the granting to this colony of a Representative form of
Government, and other institutions incident to a progressive state of so-
ciety ; when, however, against their will, they were granted to the peco-
ple, they managed to obtain a control over them, and thus carry out in
one way, what they had failed to achieve in another; hence their posi-
tion in the Government, and the alliance which has been formed with
their interests at the Council Board, to oppose all popular movements, and
especially the just settlement of a measure deemed essential to the proper
working of a reformed system of government.  Hence the united oppo-
sition of the Council (with one honorable ¢xception) to Responsible Gov-
ernment ; and hence the foundation for the distinction which facts and his-
tory have drawn, but to which the Assembly have only adverted, as exist-
ing between the conservative or obstructive party, and the liberal and
progressive party, who have gained for the people the most cherished pri-
vileges they enjoy, and all the reforms that have been made inour political
and other public institutions.

The Assembly should not have deemed it necessary to trace to its source
the distinctive and combined policy which the Council desire to carry
out, or the party to whom they are allied, had their attention not been
called to the matter by the manner in which they have taken exception to
the use of these “ peculiar appellations” of * liberal” and * conservative”
or * mercantile” districts, and endeavored to substitute for them mere
denominational distinctions, which have obtained an undue prominence in
their proceedings on this measure, while the real interests which the
Council seek to uphold, have been kept in the back ground.
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The Assembly would not wish to be understood as detracting from the
consideration due to the different religious-denominations of this Island,
in the arrangement of the increase of the Representation, and they do not
hesitate to refer to the Bill, as introduced and amended by them, to prove
the fairness of their views, in the distribution of the members, but they
feel it their duty fo protest against the manner in which this element has
been treated by the Council.

The ulleged anxiety of the Council to secure the return of a Catholic
member for the district of Burin, by the introduction of a new and un-
tried principle, is regarded by the Assembly, not as a constitutional safe-
guard, but as a dangerous expedient to divide the people, by promoting
sectarian divisions, and from the existence of anomalies in the state of so-
ciety in this colony, which do not exist, except in the Constitution  of its
government, If the Electors of Burin have on two occasions returned
Catholic members to the Assembly, while they have had the power of re-
turning Protestants, that shews that they do not recognise the sectarian
standard as the test of Representative qualification, and the Assembly do
not see the necessity or propriety of obliging them, or any other constitu-
ency, to conform to a principle which often begets strife, without securing
parliamentary usefulness, or political integrity.

The Assembly regret to perceive a disregard of facts on the part of the
Council, in their statement that the Assembly appear to express a desire
on their part to abandon the Bill which they had deliberately passed and
sent up for the concurrence ot the Council.

As an alternative, they stated that rather than accede to the Council’s
Amendments, they would prefer the measure introduced by the now;act-
ing Solicitor-General, in 1850, with a slight modification, and they are
quite at a loss to understand, in what sense it can be considered unparlia-
mentary, or irregular, to refer to that measure, or to the name of the in-
troducer of it, for the purpose of designating and identifying it, nor do
they think the Council should have raised any objection on the score of
inconvenience, to a reference to such a record of the expressed opinions
of any member of their Board, or any officers of the Government when
the settlement of an important political question is sought to be effect-
ed. :

The liberal district of St. John’s,: which' has invariably returned a
Protestant member to the Assembly, comméncing with the Honorable
Wicriay THomAs, who occupies a seat in‘the Council, would (the Assem-
bly are confident) under their Bill, continue to display the same liberality
in the return of members, deserving of-public confidence, irrespective of
sectarian distinctions. The Assembly are therefore surprised that the
Council should have repeated an allegation-which the Assembly have
heretofore passed unnoticed, that even-under the scheme of Representa-
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tion to which they have assented, the wealthy and imaportant Protestant
minority of the - district of St..Jobkn’s is virtually excluded, while the
gross population of the district is 25,196, of whom 18,986 are Catholics,
and it is only allowed six members, being one for every 4,199 inhabitants,
or as the Council would erroneously assume, one for every 3,132 Catho-
lics ; forgetting that the conservative and mercantile district of Trinity,
with only 8,801 inhabitants, not half the Catholic population of St. John's,
and a little over a third of its gross population, was to have three mem-
bers, being one for every 2,933 of its inhabitants, or one for every 2,506
Protestants in the district, and LaPoile would have one ‘member for
2,151 Protestants, that according to the reasoning of the Council, there
are more than eleven thousand Catholics unrepresented, in districts hav-
ing Protestant majorities, and that in fact, the arrangements in the Bill, as
passed by the Assembly, were so made, as to leave no reasonable ground
of objection on this or any other head, a conclusion in which disinter-
ested men of all denominations, who have considered the subject, fully
concur.

In conclusion, the Assembly have also to express their regret, that in
the discussion of this question, the Council should have so far forgotten
the dignity which ought to characterize the grave deliberations of elthe1
branch of the Legislature, as to give vent to the display of temper which
pervades the instructions to éheir menagers ; and the Assembly take the
liberty of suggesting, without intending any disrespect, that as the argu-
ments put forward by them, in support of their Amendments, are evident-
ly unanswerable, it would be more magnanimous in the Couneil, to sub-
mit to them with becoming grace, than continue to oppose the popular
will.

Ordered,—That the Report be adopted.

Ordered,—That the same Managers who managed the last Conference
on the part of the Assembly do manage this Conference:

And the names of the Managers being called over they went to the Con-
ference, and being returned,

Mr. LirTLE reported thatthe Managers had met the Conférees on the
part of the Council, and had comphed with the Instructlons of the House.

On motion of M. SHEA, pursuant to -notice, éeconded by Mr, LitTTiE,

Resolved ——That the followmg Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—
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To His Excellency KEr Baiiim HadMir-
10N, FEsq:, Governor:atid Commander-
~in-Chief in and over the Island of New-
Soundland and its Dependencies, &c. &c.

MaY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly beg leave to lay before Your Excellency a
copy of a Report of a Select Committee, which has been adopted by the
House on the subject of the retiring allowances of certain officials of the
Government, whose places will be vacated on the introduction of Respon-
sible Government, ‘

In bringing this matter under the consideration of Your Excellency,
the Assembly trust Your Excellency will perceive in the scale proposed,
a desire to make an equitable arrangemecnt of the subject in question.

Ordered,—That the same be engrossed and presented to His Excellen-
cy by Mr. Shea and Mr. Little.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at To of the clock.

TUESDAY, 6th Jung, 1854,

Mr. Exersox gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor, respectfully requesting that he
will be pleased to appropriate the sum ‘of One Hundred and Fifty Pounds
to protect the Fisheries at Cape John.

Mr. WinseR gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address
to His Excellency the Governor, respectfully requesting that he will
cause to be laid before the House a statement of the whole expenditure on
account of the Poor, in the year 1853, in each electoral district, separate-
ly ; distinguishing the amount paid in cash from the amount paid in pro-
visions ; and the names of all persons to whom each particular was en-
trusted ; with the distribution for, and in every district: also, the same
Particular Statement for the five months passed in the year 1854,

At a quarter before three o'clock, the names of Members present being

Addreas to Governcr, with
report of Sclect Committeo
on retiring allowances,

Notice for Address to the
Governor on the protection
of the Fisheries at Cape
John,

Notice for Address to Gov-
ernor for returns of expend-
iture for the Poor in 1853,
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House adjourned for want taken down as follow,~—Mr. Hoyles, Mr. Shea, and Mr, Winser, Mr.

of a quorum,

Meéasage from H,M,Council,

On Table.

Reply of Governor to Ad-
dress on retiring allowanc-
s,

Speaker adjourned the House for want of a quorum.

‘WEDNESDAY, June 7th, 1854.

A Message from Her Majesty’s Council.

The Master-in.Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :—

Mr. SPEAKER,—~

Her Majesty’s Couuncil acguaint the House of Assembly that they
have passed the last Amendment made by the House of Assembly upon
the Amendments made by the Council, upon the Bill entitled  An Act
to increase the present number of Representatives in the General Assem-
bly of this Island, and to regulate the Representation thereof,” and de not
concur in the other Amendments made by the Assembly upon the said
Amendments, made by the Council upon the said Bill.

WM. ROBINSON,
President,

Council Chamber,
Tth June, 1854.

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Suea from the deputation appointed to wait upon his His Excellen.
lency the Governor with the Address on the subject of the retiring allow-
ances that may become payable to Officers of the Government whose situ-
ations may become vacant on the concession of Responsible Government,
reported that His Excellency had handed him the following reply :—

I am happy to receive the assurance contained in this Address, of the
desire of the Assembly to make an equitable arrangement in respect of

the officers whose places will be vacated on the introduction of Responsi-
ble Government.

I perceive from the Report of the Committee which accompanies this
Address, that the scale of retiring allowances recommended by me, is not
-acquiesced in; and that the Committee has not adopted the received



OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 217

h 4

principle on which I had proceeded, and which justice requires, namely,
—that the loss cf a regular service under the Crown in the colony, is the
point for consideration, and the lcss to be compensated for, and not mere-
Iy the loss of a particular office, held at a certain juncture, and which
might have been held for one month only by an officer whose period of
service had extended over 20 or 30 years. If the principle I have ad-
verted to should be departed from, it would operate with manifest injust-
ice towards the Attorney-General.

I do not concur in the rule proposed to be applied to the case of the
Attorney-General ; a reference to the Blue Book of the colony shews that
he has been in the service of the colony for nearly twenty-two years ; and
the House will, I doubt not, on further consideration of the circumstances,
see the justice of adopting the scale I had laid down, or of placing the At-
torney-General in the sar.2 eategory with the Colonial Secretary and the
Surveyor-General.

Mr. Suea gave notice that on to-morrow he would move for the ap- Notice for Select Committeo
to consider the reply of the

pointment of a Sclect Committee to cousider His Excellency’s reply to Oorernor to tho Adiress on
. . ctiring .
the Address of the Housc on the subject of the retiring allowances.

On motion of Mr. LiTrLE, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Hoaserr,

Resolved—That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of Committwe on state of the
whole upon the state of the colony. colony.

And the House resolved ilself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr. Seeaxker left the Chair.
Mr. TaLBoT took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SreaxER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered Report:
the business to them referred, and had made some progress therein, and
had instructed him to ask leave to sit again on the further consideration
thereof.

Ordcred,—That the Committee have leave to sit again to-morrow.
On motion of Mr. HogsEeTT, pursuart to notice, seconded by Mr, LiTTLE,

Resolved,—That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of
the whole upon Privilege.

And the Hoase resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly. Committee on Privilege.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair.

Mr. Tawsor took the Chair of the Committee,
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Mr, Seeaxer resumed the Chair,

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had made some
progress in the business to them referred, and had instructed him to ask
leave to sit again on the further consideration thereof.

Ordered,—That the Committee have leave to sit again to-morrow.

Mr, LiTTLE gave notice that on to-morrow he would move that a Mes-
sage be sent to Her Majesty’s Council, requesting a Free Conference cn
the subject of the Amendments on the Representative Bill.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 8th Jung, 1854.

On motion of Mr. LiTrLE, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Parsons,

Llesolved,—That a Message be sent to Her Majesty’s Council, request-
ing a Free Conference with the Council on the subject matter of the last
Conference on the Amendments made in the Bill to increase the present
number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island.

Ordered,—That Mr. Little and Mr. Parsons do take the Message to Her
Majesty’s Council.

A Message from Her Majesty’'s Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :—

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Her Majesty’s Council accede to the Free Conference requested by the
House of Assembly on the subject matter of the last Conference, on the
Amendments made in the Bill to increase the present number of Repre-
sentatives in the General Assembly of this Island, and have appointed
Managers to meet the Conferees of the Assembly in the Committee-room
of the Council presently.

’ WM. ROBINSON,

President..

Council Chamber, §
Sth June, 1854, §
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And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table.

Ordered,—That Mr. Little, Mr. Hanrahén, Mr. Winser, and Mr. Par-
sons do manage the Conference on the part of the House.

And the names of the Managers being called over, they went to the Con-
ference, and being returned,- .

Mr. LirTLe reported that the Managers had met the Conferees on the
part of the Council, and asked leave to report the substance thereof to-
IIOITOW.

Ordered,—That Mr. Little do report to the House to-morrow.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the whole upon the further consideration of the state of the Colony.

My, SpeaxER left the Chair.
Mr. TALBo:E took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SpeaxER resumed the Chair, the Black Rod being at the door.
A Message from Her Majesty’s Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :—

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that, having
heard from the Managers on the part of this House, at the Free Confer-
ence held this day upon the subject matter of the Amendments on the Bill
entitled  An Act to increase the present number of Representatives in
the General Assembly of this Island, and to regulate the representation
thereof,” the Report of what transpired at such Conference, and having

taken the said Report into consideration, the Council are unable to re-

cede farther from the Amendments made by them upon the said Bill.

- ‘WM. ROBINSON,
Presc’dent.' '

Council Chamber, ‘
8th June, 1854.

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table.

The Chairman resumed the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER xesumed the Chair.

On Table.

Menagers appointed:

Managers attend Confer«
ence,

Report of Managers.,

Committee on further con-
sideration of the State of the
colony:

Mr, Speaker resumes the
Chair.

I\éessage from H. M. Coun.
(628 8

- On Table.

Committee on State of the
colony,
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The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considercd
the business to them referred, and had come to certain Resolutions there.
on, which they had directed him to report to the House, and he handed
the Resolutions in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same were read, and
are as follow :—

I. Resolved,—That in deference to the recommendations of His Grace
the Duke of Newcastle, as communicated in the Despatch from His Grace
of the 24th February last, the House of Assembly have since zeal-
ously applied themselves to the carrying out of the conditions declar-
ed by His Grace to be necessary pre-requisites to the introduction of Re-
sponsible Government.

2. Resolved,—That as a leading feature in these conditions, the Bill
for theincrease of Representatives was passed by the Assembly on a ba-
sis which provided for the fair representation of the liberal and conserva-
tive or mercantile interests, and appropriated the members to the several
Electoral Districts with a due regard to the relative claims of the two
great religious denominations of the colony—the number of Protestants
being, by the last census, 49,523 ; and of Catholics, 46,983—and the
number of members allotted by the Bill of the Assembly being, to nine
districts, having each a decided Protestant majority—15, and 14 mem-
bers to six districts, having Catholic majorities.

3. Resolved,—That the settlement of the question of Representation by
reference to a sectarian test, has always been, and now is, repudiated by
the House of Assembly; and its adoption has proceeded solely from an
anxious desire to meet the objections of the party opposed to the conces-
sion of Responsible Government, and whose objections took the professed
ground that the change would result in the establishment of Catholic As-
cendancy.

4, Resolved,—That the passage of the Bill referred to abundantly ex-
onerates the Assembly from the charge that they are influenced by a de-
sire for any undue ascendancy in the colony.

5. Resolved,—That notwithstanding the unimpeachable fairness of the
Bill by reference to the issue raised by Her Majesty’s Couneil, that body
refused to assent to the measure, and amended it by abstracting one
member from the Liberal and Catholic consutuency “of I’lacentla, and
adding it to the mercantile and Protestant district of Bonavista, and by
introducing a principle to be applied. only. to the district of Burin, by
which the mmonty might return one of the two members for that dis-
trict.

6. Resolved,—That the Assembly believe that the application of a spe-
cial principle to the return for one district, while a different principle
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governs the returns for all other districts, involves an anomaly withous
precedent in the history of Representative institutions.

7. Resolved,—That this proceeding appears to the Assembly to proceed
from a desire to establish the proposition that the people of this colony are
so separated by sectarian feeling that they will place political confidence
only in the hands of their co-religionists—an inference triumphantly re-
tuted by our past histery in regard to election returns.

-8, Resolved,—That the adoption of this novel principle in the district
of Burin would necessarily. produce a permanent separation between the
different religionists in that locality, and give a statutable recognition to
those differences which Her Majesty’s Courcil affect to deplore.

9. Resolved,—That the Assembly refused to assent to a principle so no-
vel and anomalous, and which, in its effects, would be destructive to the
peace of a thriving community.

10. Resolved,—That though the Bill originally sent from the Assembly
was strictly defensible in a denominational point of view, yet from a de-
sire to conciliate differences, and bring this long-pending question to a
settlement, the House passed an amendment on their Bill, conceding an
additional member to the Protestant and Conservative district of Bona-
vista; thus giving to nine districts, having Protestant majorities, the
power to secure the return of 16 out of the proposed number of thirty
members.

11. Resolved,—That this concession has been rejected by Her Majes-
ty’s Council; and the House, having thus exhausted all means at their
disposal to effect a settlement, it is hopeless to expect the concurrence of
that budy in any just or generally acceptable measure of Representation.

12. Resolved,—That Her Majesty’s Council, having consistently op-
posed every effort to introduce Responsible Government into this Colony,
and their hostility to the change being still openly manifested, it was
hardly to be expected they would concur in any measure of Representa-
tion they believed the Assembly could accept, because the settlement of
this question would insure the result to which‘tﬁe Council have been
steadily opposed, and by which their long-enjoyed position and influ-
ence would be subjected to constitutional checks and correctives.

13. Resolved,—That all the other points recommendedin the Despatch
referred to, and that were insisted on by Her MaJestys Council, have
been agreed to by the House. ‘

14. Resolved.—That Her Majesty’s Government be requested to con-
cede the immediate application of Responsible Government, with the un-
derstanding that, on the formation of a new Council, a measure of Repre-
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gentation similar to that recently adopted by the Assembly be passed, and
brought into operation without delay.

15. Resolved,—That it is the deliberate opinion of the House, that
notwithstanding the concession- of the principle of Responsible Govern-
ment to the colony by His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, the present
Council will leave no means untried to stay the introduction of the
change. It is therefore our firm conviction that we shall consult the
best interests of the country in refusing to grant the Supplies necessary to
carry on the existing system, and that the people will consider the in-
convenience that may accordingly result, a small evil, as compared with the
continuance of a system under which the country is practically without
a government for any useful purpose.

16. Resolved,~That an Address be adopted to Her Majesty’s Princi-
pal Secretary of State for the Colonies, and both Houses of Parliament,
embodying the foregoing Resolutions, and that Delegates be appointed
by the House to proceed to London to advocate and sustain the views of

the Assembly in the present position of zffairs, and to present a duplicate
of the said Address to His Grace.

Mr. Lirree moved, seconded by Mr. SaEa,
That the Report be adopted.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared :—

For the Dlotior, 8. Against the Motion, 1.

Mr. Little Mr. Hoyles.
« Parsons
«“ Hanrahan
«“ Shea

“ Hogsett
“  Winser

¢ Emerson
¢ Talbot.

So it passed in the affirmative, and
Crdered accordingly.
On motion of Mr. LitrLE, seconded by Mr. Suea,

Resolved,—That Joseph Hume, Esq., M. P., be respectfully requested
to take charge of the Address to the House of Commons, and to continue

his patriotic exertions in promoting the rights of the people of this colo~
ny to Self-Gevernment.
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Resolved,—That an Address be adopted to His Excellency the Govern-
or, requesting him to transmit the Address to His Grace the Duke of
Neweastle.

Mr. SeEA gave notice that on to-morrow he would move the appoint-
ment of Delegates to proceed to England upon the subject of Re:
sponsible Government.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

SATURDAY, 10th Jung, 1854.

Mr. SaEa, in accordance with the Resolutions reported from the Com-
mittee of the whole upon the state of the colony, presented the draft of
an Address to His Grace the Duke of Newecastle, which he read in his
place, and then handed in at the Clerk’s Table, wwhere the same was read,
and is as follows :—

To His Grace the Right Hon. the Duke of

- NEwcasrtLE, Her Majesty’s Principal Se-
cretary of State for the Colonial Depart-
ment, &c., &c.

May 1t rLEASE YoUR GRACE—

The House of Assembly beg leave to inforrr Your Grace, that since
the receipt of the Despatch of Your Grace, of the 24th February last, they
have endeavored to carry out the views of Your Grace with reference to
the conditions declared in the Despatch referred to as necessary precedents
to the introduction of Responsible Government into this colony.

The Bill for the increase of Representatives in the Assembly, being the
most prominent of these conditions, a Bill to provide for this object was
introduced without delay, on a basis which provided for the fair repre-
sentation of the liberal and conservative or mercantile interest, and appro-
priated the members to the several electoral districts with due regard to
the two great religious denominations of the colony, the number of Pro-
testants being, by the last census, 49,523, and of Catholics, 46,983, and
the number of members allotted by the Bill being, to nine districts having
decided Protestant majorities, 15,; and 14 members to six districts hav-
ing Catholic majorities—a test of settlemient, as far as the religious as-
‘pect of it is concerned, which the Assembly have always repudiated, and
which they have reluctantly assented to, in the present instance; from an

Resolution for Address re~
questing the Governor to
transmit the Address to the
Duke of Newcastle,

Notice of appointment of
Delegates to England,

Address to the Duke of
Newecastle on Responsible
Government,
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anxious desire to meet the objections of the party opposed to Reponsible
Government, whose objections took the assumed ground that the change
would result in the establishment of Catholic ascendancy.

The House beg leave to annex, for the information of Your Grace, a
tabular statement of this Bill, and they submit to the impartial decision
of Your Grace, whether the facts disclosed in this statement are not an
ample refutation of the charge, that the Assembly are animated by a de-
sire for any undue religious ascendancy in the colony.

Assuming that the Council would be desirous to give effect to the in-
structions of Your Grace, the Assembly did not anticipate that any ma-
terial objection would be made by that body to the adoption of a measure
which carries with it the proofs of fairness and equity. It soon became
apparent, however, that the question was to be considered, not by regard
to its abstract merits, but in reference to the issue it contemplated, for
notwithstanding tbat the principle of Responsible Government had been
conceded by the Despatch of Your Grace, members of the Council, as
though this concession were still a question, mixed up with the discus-
sion on this Bill their selfish arguments against the change of system
which Your Grace had decreed. Iufluenced by such views, the fairness
of the Bill was not calculated to be its recommendation, and it was
amended by abstracting one member from the liberal district of Placentia
and St. Mary’s, which is not amenable to mercantile influence, and be-
stowing him on the mercantile district of Bonavista, and by introducing
= principle to be applied only in the district of Burin, by which the minori.
ty might return one of the two members for that district.

The object of the party who have opposed the introduction of Respon-
sible Government into this colony, has been to show that our social con-
dition was anomalous, that sectarian asperities had acquired an intensity
which soseparated the different religionists, that to nene but members of
their own commuunion would they severally confide their political trust.
The amendment made by the Council with reference to Burin, assumes
as a fact these statements which our political history proves to be asper-
sions on the character of the people ; and as the adoption of this principle
would create the evils it affects to provide for, and as, moreover, the
Council are unable to prove any peculiarity in the condition or character
of the people of this colony to require the adoption of a novel principle
in our plan of representation, and to apply this device to the case of an
isolated district, while a general well understood principle governs all
the other returns, the Assembly refused to assent to the scheme, as in.
volving a stigma on the colony, and as giving statutable recognition to
sustain differences where political rights are enjoyed by all alike, and
where all denominations must participate equally in the benefits of a vig-
orous constitutional administration of public affairs.
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The Assembly, however, having entered on the consideration of this
bill, with a view to the adjustment of the differences that might arise, and
anxious to bring to a conclusion the long-pending controversy between
the two Branches of the Legislature on this subject, resolved to compro-
mise the matter in dispute, and - passed an amendment on their original
bill, conceding an additional member for the district of Bonavista, thus
giving to nine districts having Protestant majorities 16 out of the now pro-
posed number of 30 members. A. tabular statement, showing the nature
of this proposal is annexed, (No 2,) and in informing Your Grace that it
has been rejected by the Council, we feel assured that Your Grace will
come to the conclusion which the Assembly have arrived at, that it is
useless to expect the concurrence of that body in any just or generally ac-
ceptable measure of representation.

Her Majesty’s Council have consistently opposed every effort to intro-
duce Responsible Government into this colony, and they still openly ma-
nifest their hostility to the change. Under these circumstances the As-
sembly entered upon the task of endeavouring to adjust the pre-requisites
as far as this question is concerned, solely in deference to the wishes of
Your Grace; for the House thought it not reasonably presumable that Her
Majesty’s Council would concur in any weasure of representation they be-
lieved the Assembly could accept, because the settlement of this question
would insure the result to which the Council had been steadily opposed,
and by which the long-enjoyed position and influence of that Body would
be subjected to constitutional checks and correctives.

Your Grace ‘will doubtless perceive in the conduct manifested Dy the
Council, herein referred to, those evidences of unwarrantable obstructior:
which have led the Assembly to the deliberate conviction that notwith-
standing the concession of the principle of Responsible Government, the
Couacil will leave no means untried to stay the introduction of the change.
The Assembly, to sustain the credit of the colony, passed the Revenue
Bill, as well as a Loan Bill, required to provide for liabilities the Gov-
ernment had incurred. But they feel they would assist the eflorts to pro-
long the present system by granticg the supplies necessary to carry it on,
and they therefore came to the conclusion that the interests of the coun-
try would be best consulted by withholding the usual Supply Bill ; and
the inconvenience that may thereby result will be esteemed by the peo-
ple a small evil, as compared with the continuance of a system under
which the country is without.a government for any useful purpose.

The House therefore submit fo Your Grace that they are justified in
requesting the immediate concession of Responsible Government, with the
understanding that on the formation of a new Council, a measure of re-
presentation similar to that they recently adopted be passed and brought
#nto operation without delay. -
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Adopted and engrossed.

Resolution for Addresses to
both Houses of Parliament.

Address to Governor,

Fngrossed and Committec
“3 present

Resvlution tnn Neleet Com-
mittee o the Governor's
repiy to the Address on re-
tiring allowances,

Resolutron for Delegates to
Londor:
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Ordered,—That the Address be adopted and engrossed.
On motion of Mr. SuEA, seconded by Mr. HANRAHAN,

Resolved,—That Addresses similar to the foregoing be transmitted mu-
tatis mutandis, to the Iouse of Lords, and the House of Commons.

On motion of Mr. SHEA, seconded by Mr, WixsEr,

Resolved—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor —

To His Excellency Ker Barrrie Hamrr-
ToN, Esq., Governor and Commander-
in- Chief in and over the Island of New-
Joundland and its Dependencies, &c. &c.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELIENCY,~~

The House of Assembly beg leave to inform Your Excellency that they
have passed the accompanying Address to His Grace the Duke of New-
castle, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, on the
subjects of Responsible Governient and the Representation of this colo-
ny; and they respectfully request Your Excellency will be pleased to
forward the same to His Grace.

Ordered,—That the same be engrossed and presented to His Excellen-
cy by Mr. Shea and Mr. Winser.

On motion of Mr. Ssta, seconded by Mr. WinsSER,

Resolved,~That a Select Committee be appointed-to take into consid:
eration the reply of His Excellency the Governor to the Address on the
subject of the retiring allowances to Officers of the Government, on the
concession of Responsible Government.

Ordered,—~That Mr. Shee, Mr. Hanvahan, Mr. Little, Mr. Winser, and
Mr. Hogsett, do form such Committee.

On motion of Mr. SHEA, seconded by Mr. WiNsER,

Resolved,—That Philip F. Little, George Henry Emerson, and Robert
John Parsons, Esquires, having the confidence of the House, be appoint-
ed Delegates from the House to Her Majesty’s Government (any two to
be competent to act) to advocate the views of the Assembly, as express-
ed in the Addresses of the House to Her MaJesty s Principal Secretary of
State for the Colonies, and to both Houses of Parllament

Mr. SHEA, in accordance with the foregomg Resolution, presented the
draft of an Address-to His Grace the Duke-of Newcastle, which he read
in his place, and then handed in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same’

~~ad, and is as follows :—



OF NEWFGUNDLAXND. 229
10 His Grace the Right How. the ])ulm of
Neweastir, Her Mujesty’s Principal Se-
cretary of State for the Colonial Depart.

ment, §-c., §-c.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR GRACE,—

The Iouse of Asscmbly of Newfoundland, in Legislative scssion conven-
cd, beg leave respectfully to inform Your Grace that they have, during the
present session, appointed Thilip Francis Little, George Henry Emerson,
and Robert John Parsons. Esquires, Members of their body, as Delegates,
with power to any two of these gentlemen to represcnt to Ier Majesty’s
Government the state of this colony, and to advocate the claims of its ine
habitants to Responsible Government, with reference to the circumstances
referred to in an Address to Your Grace and hoth Tiouses of Parliament
on the subject, passed this day.

They therefore trust that Your Grace will be pleased to give a favorable
hearing to their Delegates, and upon a full consideration of the matters
which they will deem it their duty to submit, Your Grace may be ena-
bled to advise ler Majesty’s Government to adopt such measures as
will meet the views of the Assembly, and thereby confer upon the people
of this colony a fvll participation in such rights ard privileges as have
heen granted i the neighboring colonies, and arc shown to be productive
of the peace and prosperity of the people.

Ordrred,—That the Address be adopted and engrossed.
On motion of Mr. Suka, seconded by Mr. Wisskg,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :—

To His Excellency XXer BaiLLie Hawit-
toN, Esq., Governor and Commander-
in-Chi¢f tn and over the Island of New-
Sfoundland and its Dependencies, §c. &c.

Miy 1T prease Your EXCELLENCY,—

The ITousc of Assembly having passéd an Address to His Grace the
Duke of Neweastle, Her Majesty’s Principal Sceretary of. State for the
Colonies, informing him of the appointment of Philip F. Little, George
IIomy Emctsor., and Robert John Parsons, Esquires, Members of then
body, as Delegates to the Imperial Government, on the state of the colo-
ny, and to advocate its claims to Responsible Governnent, respe(,tfully
beg leave to request that Your Excellency will be pleased to transmit
such Address to His Grace.

0)'kll')'¢:(1,—'l‘lia; the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
cellency by Mr. Shea and Mr. Winser.

Adlress to the Duke of
Neweastle, on gppointment
of Delegates.

Address requesting Gov-
cruer to transmit the Ad-
dress 1 the Duke of New-
castle,

Encroszed, and Commitice
Lu present.



Committee on the Curren-
¢y Bill made 1st oxder.

Report of Select Committee
appointed to investigate the
charges and evidence re-
ported from Committece of
the whole on conduct of
Mr, Justice DesBancs.
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Ordered,—That the Committee of the whole upon the Bill to regulate
the Currency of this Colony stand first on the order of the day on Mon-
day next.

Mr. HocserT, from the Select Committee to whom was referred the
charges and evidence reported from the Committee of the whole House,
on the conduct of the Hon. Justice DesBarres on the Southern Circuit,
presented the Report, which he handed i in at the Clerk’s Table, where the
same was read as follows :—

The Committee appointed to Report upon the charges preferred against
the Honorable Augustus Wallet Des Barres, Assistant Judge of the Su-
preme Court, respecting his conduct as Judge of the Southern Circuit
Court in the fall of 1852 and 1853, beg leave to report that, having care-
fully perused the evidence taken before a Committee of the whole House,
they cannot find any reasonable excuse, from the state of the weather, ox
otherwise, for the Circuit ship putting into Caplin Bay, with a fair wind
for a great portion of the way to St. Mary’s,—the first place where Court
was fo have been held; or her subsequent calling, and remaining for
the period she did, at Trepassey.

The Circuit ship having, without any sufficient reason, put into Trepas~
sey, wag principally the cause of the failure of the Circuit ; and the subse-
quent delay there, so far as the Committee can - gather from the evidence;
appears to have been caused from the want of perSeverance on the part of
Judge Des Barres, and a determination frequently expressed by him, that
he would not remain at sea at night.

The Committee are further sustained in this view by the evidence of
Mr. Sweetman, who was at sea from the seventk to the twelfth day of
September, on his way from Placentia to St. John's, and who speaks
clearly and positively as to the state of the wind and weather during that
period ; and from the statement of several of the witnesses, who say that
during the time the Circuit ship lay at Trepassey, laden boats left Tre-
passey for St. John’s, and returned from thence to Trepassey; and fur-
ther, that several laden craft, of various deseriptions, went to St. John’s,
and returned to St. Mary’s, Placentia, and Burin, between the twentieth
day of August, and the twentieth day of September.

The Court was to have opened in Burin on the’ elghteenth day of Sep-
tember, and continue for six days; at Harbor Briton on the twenty-sixth
day of September, and continue for six days; at Burgeo on the fourth
day of October, and continue for six days ; and at Ferryland on the four-
teenth day of October, and continue for ten days.

‘The Circuit ship left Trepassey on the twenty-seventh day of Septems
ber, with a fair wind for Burin, where, as it appears from the evidences
she would have arrived on the twenty-eighth, had it been the desire of
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the Judge to proceed thither, instead of which she went to St. Mary’s,
having to beat into St. Mary’s Bay.

‘What the object of the Judge in going to St. Mary’s could have been
the Committee are at a loss to discover, except it was to delay the time,
without performing the business of the Circuit; a conclusion at which
the Committee have arrived, from the fact that Court was not held in St.
Mary’s, and that the Circuit ship, with a fair wind for Burin, Harbox
Briton, or Burgeo, put into Salmonier and there remained until within a
few days of the time for opening the Court at Ferryland, the only place
where Court was held on the Southern Circuit in the fall of 1853.

That if there was a desire on the part of the Judge to carry out the
Circuit, he could have proceeded direct from Trepassey to Burin, where,
as appears from the evidence, several cases of importance were to have
been tried, and to Harbor Briton and Burgeo, and hold Court in these
places, after which he could have arrived in Ferryland, if not on the day
the Court was to have opened, in a day or two after, when the provisions
of the statute mloht still have been comphed with, as a provision is made
for a contingency of this description.

That presuming the putting into Caplin Bay and Trepassey by the Cir-
cuit ship was a matter of necessity, which is positively contradlcted by
the evidence, the course of conduct pursued by the Judge af:tqr leaving
Trepassey exemplifies his determination not to prosecute the Circuit.

For these reasons, the Committee cannot refrain from ‘expressing their
regret that they should be obliged to concur with the general tenor of
the charges preferred against Judge DesBarres, and have reluctantly come
to the conclusion that the conduct of the Judge betrayed, upon his part,

a determination not to discharge his duty as Judge of the Southern Cir-
cuit Court.

The Committee, in eviclusion, would respectfully suggest that a copy
of the said Evidence and Charges, and this Report, be sent, accompanic:d
by an Address, to His Excellency the Governor, with a request that ke
will take such steps with reference thereto as the circumstances of the
case may appear to him to requlre o

Respectfully submitted. L
'GEORGE J. HOGSETT,
. , Chairman.
~A. SHEA, ‘
" E. HANRAHAN,
- P. F. LITTLE.

Committee-Room, ,
June, 1854. §.



Report adopted:

Address w the Governor,

with report of Scleet Com.

mittee em the conduct of
Judge DesBarres.

Committee to present.

I\r) tee of motion fm T)f le-
awe tu United Stat

Cemmistes of whole or
Dills,
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On motion of Mr. HoeseTT, seconded by Mr. Benning,

Ordered,—That the said Report be adopted.

Mr. HoasETT, in accordance with the foregoing Report, presented the
following Address to His Excellency the Governor, which he handed in
at the Clerk’s Table, where the same was read as follows :—

To His Excellency Ker Barriie Hawmrt.
TON, Esq Governor and Commander-in-

C/mf in and over the Island of New-
JSoundland and its Dependencies, §c.,&c.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR ExcELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly, havmg -adopted the a¢companying Report,
together with the evidence and charges preferred- against the Hon. Au-
gustus Wallet DesBarres, Assistant Judge of the Supreme Court, re-
specting his conduct as Judge of the Southern Circuit Court in the falls
of 1852 and 1853, respectfully beg leave to request that Your Exceilen-
¢y will be pleased to take such steps with reference therefo, as in the cir-
cummstances of the case may appear to Your Excellency ‘expedicnt to bc
adopted.

Ordered,—That the Address be adopted and engrossed.

Ordered,—That Mr. Hogsett atid Mr. Benning be 2 Committee to pre-
sent the same to His Excéllency the Governor.

Mr. HoGseTT gave notice that on Monday next hie would move the
appointment of a Delegate to the United States on Free trade.

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 1%th Juwe, 1854.

Pursuant to order of the day, the ITouse resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the whole upon Bills.

Mr. SpEAkER left the Chair.
Mr. Tarsor took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Cdmfnittec that they had considered
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‘the Bills to them referred, and had severally passed the Bills sent down
from Her Majesty’s Council, entitled *“ An Act to declare the rafes in
Currency at which British Gold and Silver Coins shall be a legal tender,”
without amendmient ; and the Bill sent down from Her Majesty’s Council,
entitled “ An Act to regulate the Currency of this colony,” with some
amendments, and he handed the Bills in at the Clerk’s Table.

And the said Amendments on the Bill entitled “ An Act to regulate
the Currency of this colony,” having been severally read throughout a
first and second time, were, upon the question put thereon, agreed to by
the House.

Ordered,—That the Bills be severally read a third time to.morrow.

On motion of Mr. HoesETT, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr. Win-
SER, :

Resolved.~—~That Philip Francis Little, Esq., be appointed a Delegate
from this House to proceed to the United States upon the subject of Free
Trade between that country and this colony, to promote the- Resolutions
of this House upon that subject.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself inte a Commit-
tee of the whole upon the further consideration of Privilege.

Mr. SreaxEer left the Chair.
Mr. TaLsoT took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the matter to them referred, and had taken evidence thereon, which, to-
gether with a Resolution, they had directed him to report to the House,
and he handed the resolution and evidence in at the Clerk’s Table, where
the same were read, as follow :—

Resolved—Whereas the Speaker of this House did recently receive a
written communication from Mr. Secretary Crowdy, stating that His Ex-
cellency the Governor declined receiving the Address of the House upon
the subject of the Representation Bill, which communication the Speaker
did not communicate to the House, but returned the same-to His EXcel-
lency, without the authonty or sanction of the House:

Resolved,—That the withdrawal of that communication, without the
consent of the House, was a serious breach of its privileges; but as Mr.
Speaker has declared that he did not conceive that he was infringing its

Gold and Silver Coins Bill
reported without amend-
ment,

Currency Billreported with.
amendments,

Amendments passed.

Order for 3rd reading.

¥

Resolution appointing P, F!
Little, Esq., Delegate to the
TUnited States.

Committee on further con-~
sideration of Privilege,

Report.

privileges, but acted from a desire to prevent a collision between His

Excellency and this House, it is -therefore the .opinion of this House,
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that his explanation for the course he adopted be accepted as hiy
apology.

(For Evidence accompanying see Appendiz.)

Notice for Address to the Mr. HoaserT gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address
Governor for Despatches on . .
Responsible Government,  t0 His Excellency the Governor, on the subject of any Despatches he

may receive by next mail, on the subject of Responsible Government,

. Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

TUESDAY, 13th Jung, 1854.

Surency Bill, and Gold & Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to declare the rates in currency
time. at which Gold and Silver Coins shall be a legal tender, and the Bill to
regulate the Currency of this colony, as amended, were severally read a

third time.
On motion of Mr. SuEa, seconded by Mr. HoesEeTr,

Passed, and Resolved,—That the said Bills do pass, and that the following Message
be sent to Her Majesty’s Council :—

Mr. PRESIDENT,—

Message to . 3. Couned,  The House of Assembly have passed the Bill sent down from Her Ma-

with Lxl . . .
jesty’s Council, entitled “ An Act tc declare the rates in Currency at
which Gold and Silver Coins shall be a legal tender,” without amend-
ment. The Assembly have also passed the Bill sent down from the
Council, entitled “An Act to regulate the Currency of this colony,”
with some amendments, to which they request the concurrence of the
Council.

On motion of Mr. HoaseTT, seconded by Mr. Winser,

Resolved,~—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor :— x
To His Ezcellency KER Bamwrie Hamir~
toN, Esq., Governor and Commander-
in-Chief in and over the Island of New-
Soundland and its Dependencies, &c. &¢.

May 1t pLEASE. YOUR EXCELLENCY,—
The House of Assembly respectfully request. that: Your Excellency
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Aivill be ‘please