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Indians
See Missionary Topic for August 29
BY REV. 8. 8. OSTERHOUT, Pu.D.

[Note.—The Editor has asked for “about 1,200 words on
tie toplc “Indians and Negroes," as on the topic card, but
one would need a lime-light to treat so dark a subject in so
short a time, so we shall drop the ebony v the present at

least, and deal with the copper colored alone.]
NDIANS! About ten millions of them in America! What
a study for but a few minutes but once in a year or years!
Where did they come from? No one knows. How long
have they been he Again we must answer, “No one

knows "—probably as long as the world has known anything
of a Greece or a Rome. There are more than 125 different
nations, speaking languages as widely different, in most in
stances, as Latin is from Greek, and such conditions must
have required the dev of many m How

and laughter, or be present at a marriage feast and listen
to folk-lore from a gifted story-eller, or after partaking of
his hospitality spend a long winter evening at his cozy fire-
side, or perhaps, better still, list'n to his history and tradi-
tions on a long journey in cance, you would then be better
able to judge of his soclability.

The Indian is also resourceful. In his earlier history he
must needs be this. Many were the devices by which he pro-
cured his food and clnthlni from land and sea. To this day
our hunters and fishermen Study the artifices of the dexterous
Indian, who in this realm of life has no peer. Many products
of his skill and ingenuity have we borrowed, while such
unique inventions as the snow-shoe and birch-bark canoe
should make him famous for all time, to say nothing of the

long will they last? As long as the world lasts. It is alto
gether erroneous to imagine that they are a dying race
True, individual tribes may disappear, but the Indian popu-
lation of America is steadily increasing, probably about &
million every century.

How shall we describe the Indian? He is generally said

KING OF THE WOLVES

to be “stolid and indifferent.” He may be stolid, but not in
the sense of dullness or stupidity, for he is anything but that;
in a certain sense, too, he may be indifferent, but he does not
lack appreciation. He may not be as profuse in his appre-
clation of kindness as some other races, but he does appreciate.
He 18 not demonstrative, not he; he neither kisses his wife
and children when leaving home, nor upon his return from
a two months' journey, but he loves them, nevertheless.

Nor does he lack sociability. He never did receive the
white man with open arms. Why should he? I guess he
gave us as warm a welcome as we extend the Orientals, while
the white man’s invasion was much the more alarming, and
from an economic point of view far more disastrous. He has
shown hirself sociable enough to those of our race whom he
has really proven to be his friends and not his enemies. How
many real friends has he? Were the early traders who
robbed them right and left their friends? Are those who still
would dispossess them of their holdings their friends? The
missionary finds him sociable enough after he has been proven
true. Among friends he is all sociability. If you could sit
annoticed at a social gathering and hear for once the chatter

st

so-pipe, for which doubtless thousands from all nations
would gladly stand and, with hats off, sing his praises. Our
national game, lacrosse, we acquired from the Indian, as also
the use of the toboggan, which brightens the winter season of

,many an Eastern Canadian city.

THE INDIAN'S RELIGION.

As to religion, the Indians of Canada particularly have
been cited in religious controversy, by writers who should
have known hetter, as having no religion whatever. Such
writers would certainly change their opinions were they to
make an investigation. The Indian, from Alaska to Pata-
gonia, is religious, He believes in a divinity who is respon-
sible for the creation of the world and the various races of
mankind. By many tribes that deity is called the “ Great
Spirit,” while by others he is thought of as some super
human animal with creative powers—the raven god, the rabbit,
the wolf, etc., with hosts of minor deities in fire, wind, water,
sun, frost, cloud and the like. It is not surprising to find with
belief in such a varlety of gods, there are different systems
of religion

Totemism is widely prevalent throughout the Dominion.
It consists in the idea of descent from some original parent
in the form of some sacred animal. The Algonguin, Huron
and Iroquois tribes of Bastern Canada often carry about
religiously the skins of these venerated animals, believing
in their protection and guldance. Others reverently worship
a small image of the animal deftly carved of slate or stone.
Among many of the tribes of British Columbia totemism
assumes a peculiar form of ancestral worship. The Hydahs
and Tsimsheans especially erect immense ancestral totems,
some carved elaborately from top to bottom. In this system
the crest—the raven, the eagle, etec.—is the unit, while the
family or the individual are of secondary consideration. Mem-
bers of the same crest are brothers, no matter how widely
they may be separated. They never could be induced to inter
marry, as their relationship is considered more sacred than
that of blood relations.

Separate and distinet from this religious form is that of
Shamanism, in which the medicine man is believed to pos-
sess, through his affiliation with nature, great and super-
natural powers. With are d num
secret socleties, some of which practice most disgusting cere-
monies, even to the extent of ceremonial canibalism in which
human flesh is actually eaten. Among most tribes is also
found some form of hero worship. The hero may be purely
mythological or he may be an historical personage who is
ultimately believed to be supernatural.

In addition to the above more general objects of wor-
ship the Indian believes in a guardian spirit. Early in life,
by means of a long system of fasting and prayer in some
secluded haunt, the young man is supposed to get a vision
of his guardian. F y to this y some black
their faces while others indulge in a series of baths, some-
times in cold water, sometimes in vapour. Baths are also
resorted to by many Indians, not ouly in the treatment of
disease but also for the cure and expurgation of sin. By the
same treatment, with the addition of emetics and purgatives,
he also earnestly seeks to gain the pleasure and favor of his
gods. So, though the system be crude, in it he finds a place
for the doctrine of sin. It goes further, embodying even a
belief in immortality. Did you ever pass an Indian grave-
yard without seeing evidence of this? Blankets, food, guns,
and trinkets of various kinds are deposited religiously at the
grave for the soul’s use on its long migration to “the happy
hunting ground.” Some are known to have perforated the
coffin that the departed spirit may re-visit the body of the
dead.

We have already briefly hinted at our indebtednéss to the
Indian, Much more may be said. How greatly he has en-
riched our language ! Every race from one end of our con-
tinent to the other has contributed its quota of words. The
Algonquins have given us many. Here are a few: Hickory,
chipmunk, moccasin, moose, powwow, racoon, squash, squaw,
toboggan, tomabhawk, caucus, cariboy, The Iroguois have named
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many of our Eastern cities, lakes and rivers: Ontario, Niagara,
Erie, Oswego, Saratoga, Ottawa, Cataraqul, Ticonderoga, just
as western tribes have served the west: Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Assiniboine, Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Kootenay, Okanagan,
Kamloops, Nanaimo and Klondike. From the Mexican Indians
we get such words as chocolate, tomato, coyote, cocoa, quinine,
tapioca, while the original tribes of the West Indies have also
added to the Anglo-Saxon tongue: cannibal, canoe, hammock,
hurricane, maize, potato and tobacco. Besides, in every case

INDIAN NAVIGATION, NAAS RIVER

where the word indicates a useful food product or drug, our
obligations to the red man are likewise greatly increased
for the article as well as the name. How many lives have
been saved by the timely use of quinine and cocaine!

Nor must we forget the services rendered to our country
by the Indian guide and pilot. To the former we must give
credit for access to many almost impenetrable regions, while
the Indian trail in mauy places has been the forerunner of
the railroad and other highways of trafic. Then to the pilot,
by means of whose skill and knowledge we navigate our rivers
and our rapids, we are greatly indebted. All have heard of
the proverbial red man who “walks circumspectly.” He has
cultivated through the centuries the great and useful power
of observing accurately and without appearing to observe at
all. As a matter of fact he does not look this way and that,
like & wolf on the march. He has to pass over a difficult trail
but once, or down a dangerous rapid, before he is able to
guide or pilot others in safety

Enough has been sald to indicate the ignorance of the
Indian in the realm of religion. To say nothing of the coun
try which is ours by conquest but his by birthright, nor of
the other numerous obligations we have briefly mentioned
how anxious we ought to be, for his sake, to give him further
light and a greater impetus to higher and diviner things.
Wherever conscientious efforts have been made to Christianize
him a marvellous transformation is very noticeable. Men
tion was made of ceremonial cannibalism. Willlam Duncan
tells us that when he landed among the Tsimsheans, where
Port Simpson now stands, he actually saw them tearing human
flesh with their teeth as each of four men, in nude condition,
rushed down the open street with the quarter of a vietim
who was slain for the purpose. To-day they are *clothed
and in their right mind,” actually “sitting at the feet of
Jesus,” the Christ who has wrought the transformation. And
what a transformation in less than half a century!

Vernon, B.C'

Her Unanswered Prayers

T twenty-five Martha Bates found herself, after many
heart-sickening delays, the teacher in charge of the
little Pine Islands school.

It was not such a position as she had dreamed of in her
earlier, more girlish days. Then it was with a college pro-
fessorship, or later, with a medical diploma that her dreams
had had to do. Because, however, of delicate health these
dreams had been only dreams, and advanced scholarship a
thing to be theught of with useless regret. She really was
thankful for the little school. It meant bread and butter
to her; but, more than that, it would give her a chance to try
to help other girls and boys to acquire what she had falled
to have.

She was stronger now than she had been, yet she realized
that her strength must be husbanded and improved upon.
Accordingly, she began a course of study by mail with a
noted instructor of physical culture, passing the instruction
along to her own pupils. Much of her time must be spent
in out-door life, and she induced many of the boys and girls
to follow her example in taking long walks, during which
she led them in observing plant and bird life, and awakened
in some a strong desire to study.

The young people of the village welcomed her advent, for
new faces were not of everyday occurrence, and the strangers
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who sometimes me were not often as companionable as the
tall, slender teacher. Gradually the young fellows of the litt
town also began to accept the hospitality which Miss Bates’'
boarding mistress was glad to extend to the young people.
The gatherings were simple In character, but there was good-
felluwship and fun and music, with now and then modest
refreshments, and the young men enjoyed the companionship
which their parents had been slow to provide.

And thon one day, after ‘hree years of faithful work with
her boys and girls, there came futo her life, as comes into
the lives -i most women, a new interest. A “supply” at the
village chnrel seeing her had been attracted, and had come
agall and again to the town that he might see and know
more of the bright-faced teacher. It was the old, old story,
which is unfailingly new

She told him that she was not fitted for the position of a
pastor's wife in the city church to which he had recently
been called. But the young clergyman felt no hesitation in
transplanting ais “ flower of the world,” and, half-reluctantly,
she prepared to. leave her school, with all that the life there
meant to her,

On the evening preceding her departure, her friends pre
pared an impromptu reception for her. There was no pre
tence of formality, for no one had thought of coming save
as an individual to tell her what she had done for Pine
Islands
My girls would have left home long ago,” one mother
said, grasping the teacher's softer hands in hers, “ they were
g0 discontented with life.’

“ My boy is keen to go awa
town I never thought he'd
has inspired him with a thirs
to be grateful to you for.”

A little apart from the rest sat a woman whose sad face
was a contrast to the others. To her Miss Bates hastened.

“I don't know what will become of my boys,” she said,
her voice breaking. “ They were all heading straight toward
the drink that killed their father until you—*

As if in answer to the cry of their mother, the four boys
young fellows from seventeen to twenty-two, entered the
room, walking rapidly to the corner where the two women sat

The oldest boy spoke

“We didn't mean to
mother, but—we wanted

" smiled the physician of the
e for study, but Miss Bates
after knowledge. We've much

this
how

make
to show

a Miss Bates,

we appreclate

scene,
much

INDIAN BEAR HUNTERS-HOW THEY CARRY BIG GAME

what you've done for us, Miss Bates—and so—we decided to
let you carry our temperance pledge with you. We make the
promise to you and to mother.”

When the teacher knelt, an hour later, in her little room,
she thanked God for what He had permitted her to do
“ Because Thou didst not grant my petition years ago, when
1 prayed for health and education, I thank Thee, else ‘lean-
ness of soul’' might be mine to-night."—Youth's Companion.
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Gems from the Great Convention

- (DETAILFD

A FEW OF MANY EXCELLENT ADDRESSES

REPORT WILL BE GIVEN LATER = = = = =

Response to Addresses of Wel-
come on Behalf of Canada
BY REV. A. C. CREWS, DD.

AM glad that we have the opportunity to-day of striking
I the international note. It is my privilege, on behalf of

the Canadian delegates, to thank you for the cordial
welcome which you have extended to us. From the bottom
of our hearts we can say that we are glad to be here. Ever
since the first meeting in Cleveland in 1892 this Convention
has been attended by delegates from two countries, and at
every gathering the flags of the United States and Great
Britain have been lovingly entwined, emblematic of the
friendship that exists between us.

The line that separates one country from another is often
called a frontier, and usually it bristles with forts, guns and
bayonets. Thank God, we have nothing of the sort on this
continent of North America, We have abolished the fron-
tier, and now there is nothing between us but a geographical
boundary line which we could scarcely identify were it mot for
the custom houses that waylay us when we attempt 1o Cross.

There are no forts between us worthy of the name, and
even these are slowly falling into decay. Both couniries seem
willing to let them crumble into dust. No war vessels patrol
our lakes and we arc not thinking of building any.

At the present time the war spirit is being fanned to a
flame in the old world, and the people of several nations are
groaning under an almost insufferable burden of taxation in
supporting colossal armies and overpowering navies. It is
sincerely to be hoped that this military contagion will not
spread to this continent, for it is one of the greatest evils
that can affiict humanity.

Let us show to the world that international differences can
be settled by arbitration without appealing to the cannon
and the sword, and let our splendid inland lakes remain for-
ever unhaunted by the destroying Dreadnaughts of war.
us pour our money into education; into the

Carlyle says, * finally the business of converting the German
was somehow got through with.” That remains Christianity's
greatest victory. That great conquest still casts its glow of
triumph over the Christian hosts, and were the Church dis-
pirited by failure it could look back to the days when Bertha
carried the faith to England; when Ulfilas preached to the
Goths, Ansgar to the fierce Northern pirates, and when four-
teen Czeck nobles; with their hundreds of attendants, appea;

at the court of Louis and asked baptism at the hands of
Methodius. It is not too much to say that since the days of
the apostles no victory of the faith exceeds it. The event
of such another great race conversion waits. The Jew is
fair ground for a victory of the most overwhelming propor-
He already believes in the unity and holiness of God,
and we who have vielded our hearts to the Rose of Sharon
ought to give ourselves with such utter devotement that the
sons of the men who crucified our Lord will be won back to
him.

The Chinese also are the subject of immediate expectancy.
It is the last great race holding out against the cross. Win
him and you have the key to one hundred victories. He will
imperil the success of all civilizing projects unless soon made
a friend. It was vital to the progress of medieval Chris-
tianity that it should win the Teuton. Nothing could stand
against Trinitarian Christianity with the German on its
side. This Chinese race, like the German, is a strategic one.
He stands bewildered by the shore of his great sea. Now is
the time to crowd the love, sacrifice and faith of Jesus upon
this saffron-hued moon-faced race. The Chinaman is strong
enough to perform the stout duties that Christianity im-
poses. He 1s ready for its vigils, its fasts and its solemn
vows. He has grit and continuity. Put the Gospel into the
hands of China and you will see him become the very van-
guard of the church of God.

The social question offers an unparalleled opportunity for
our service, So does the entrenched liquor business. We are
the men who can abolish the saloon. It is the curse malig-
nant; the foster brother of vice; the father of lust; the boon

prise; into the social uplifting of the people, and learn to
trust one another.

A little time ago the statement was made that Great
Britain and the United States, combined, could whip the
world. Some one immediately asked, * What do they want
to whip the world for?" Then another added the suggestion—
I think it was Bishop McDowell—that these (wo great nations
could save the world. There would appear to be some signi-
ficance -in the remark when it is remembered that seven-
eighths of the missionaries who are at work to-day in non-
Christian lands have been sent out by England and America.
1t would seem as if God had commissioned these two English-
speaking countries to evangelize the world.

A beautiful illustration of this occurred a short time ago
in Pennsylvania, when the half century of Bishop Thoburn’s
work in India was celebrated: During the proceedings the
good Bishop was presented with two envelopes, one contain-
ing a deed for a house, wrapped in the stars and stripes, the
flag under which he was born, and that he has loved so dearly
throughout all his life. The other envelope enclosed a cheque
for $1,000 with which to furnish the house, and this was
wrapped in the folds of the Union Jack, the flag under which
Bishop Thoburn’s great work has been done. That is the
sort of alliance that we plead for—the two Anglo-Saxon
nations uniting for the enlightenment of the dark places of
the earth; for the overthrow of all forms of evil, and for
the universal enthronement of our Lord Christ.

) —_—.

The Service We Render

By REV. B. A. SCHELL, Presioent lowA WESLEYAN
UFNIVERSITY,

OW can I compress into a few sentences, however ardent,
the service that this generation is to render to the
King Bternal?

The business of Christianity is to convert the world. The
first five centuries mark the conversion of the Latin races.
The next ten centuries mark the conversion of the German.
It was a rude conversion, and the methods sometimes employed
may be abhorrent to our modern thinking. Sometimes it was
marching the legion down the Rhine, at the command of
Charlemagne, and baptizing the whole crowd before break-
fast. Sometimes it was the sack of a village and giving a
whole people the choice of the faith or the sword, but, as

of murder; the spawn of hell. It is difficult to
speak of it with the calmness befitting such an oceasion as
this. The saloon is the enemy of your son, your daughter,
your wife, your husband—the enemy of your God. It vio-
lates all law; shrinks at no outrage upon justice; drags all
judicial ermine in the mire.

The two serious proposals that 1 wish to make in this
presence upon which every energy of the young people of
the Epworth League should be centered are: (1) the reunion
of American Methodism. Methodists the world over have a
mutual interest in each other's welfare, a responsibility in
each others conduct, and are jointly trusted with their
Master's honor. We have a common history. We point
with the same pride to the same great names. We have the
same doctrines. Thank God we have the same Epworth
League, the same hymn-book, the same love of Christ shed
abroad by the spirit in our hearts, We are “ One army of the
living God, to His command we bow.” If these great Churches
could be in honor re-united, it would be the beginning of the
end. It is in the Providence of God. Nothing can stay it.

(2) When the Church shall have lengthened her cords
and strengthened her stakes so as to include every land, there
still remains the hardest task of all—of gelting enough o
the grace of God in our hearts to live the life of faith in the
Son of God. Disease germs cease to exist a few miles out
at sea, unable to maintain themselves in the pure salt air
and the remedy for religious lethargy, Jaxness and Narrow-
ness is to take our individual experiences out into the wide
ocean of God's embracinog love, Perhaps in that catholic,
tolerant, unrestrained freedom we shall soon have come to &
consecration that is renewed every hour. Let us betake ou{'—
selves to the mountains. We are all hill men, if we but kne!
it. Let us ascend into the d hs of Ck
experience and give ourselves with _utter -devotion to the
service of our Lord. See there, as did the <disciples on the
Mount of Transfiguration, no man but Jesus only.

One of the earliest memories of my life is of waving a
flag at a company of men in blue W marched away to the
front just at the close of the Civil War. 1 thought then, and
1 still think, that they were marchipg on one of the noblest
errands that ever called men to battle. ‘They were marching
to redeem a race; but as I see this new generation of the
Epworth League deploying for the conflicts of the future, it
seems to me that God has given us a greater commission
than he ever gave to our fathers. We march to save the

world, to plan the standard of Calvary on every rampart of
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sin around this world over, and, like Sir Philip Sidney, w4
there are any good works, to go do them,” and to never rest
until the kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Mt. Pleasant, lowa.

¢« The Enthronement of Christ in
the Industrial Life of the
Nation’’
BY REV. DR. CHOWN.

ASSUME that there is not enough atmosphere surrounding
this planet to spare one breath for a healthy idler. Christ
does not enthrone himself upon the hearts of parasites

whether they be rich or poor. The indolent millionaire is
as much a loafer as the mendicant tramp. Labour is the
salt of life. It i the girdle of manliness. It saves the body
from effeminate languor and the soul from polluting thoughts.
Labour is the economic basis of human fellowship. It is
honorable as the divine means of transforming and improv-
ing the material world. It is the only principle which makes
property legitimate. There is no life worth living that is
not industrial.

But busy as men are making money, and devising economic
schemes upon which they think Christ can be enthroned, no
soclal scheme as presented to us to-day will finally prevail,
though elements of some of them may be carried forward
into the millennium.

You cannot reform soclety on a secular basis. A regen-
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of the market who with jaw and paw tear out the vitals of
their vietims are incomparably worse than the lions Roose-
velt is shooting in Africa. Christ stands for any system of
trade which will produce the highest type of manhood. To
him one man was worth more than all the material resources
of the earth. Yes, you may be sure that Christ will always
give His sanction to that system of industry which will con-
fer the most splendid manhood upon the great mass of the
people.

The greatest need of the times is the conversion of the
capitalist to Jesus Christ at the point of getting money. Under
the Layman's Missionary Movement they are being rapidly
converted as to how they should give it, but conversion as to
how they should get it goes forward but slowly. The kind
of Christian we need and must have, and that we are looking
to the Epworth Leaguers to produce fin large quan-
tities, is one who hates money tainted with the blood of the
underpaid employee, or the over-taxed customer. We need
a resurrection of the old-fashioned doctrine of stewardship,
and that not simply applied to our bank account, but also to
the means by which we came to have a bank account. You
all heartily believe that if a minister should go into your
pulpit and preach for the money he should recelve, he should
be run out of the pulpit, and you also believe that if a doctor
should go to your home in time of sickness for the sake of
the shekels he would get, rather than for the benefit of your
health, he is utterly unworthy of his vocation. The principle
of social service that controls the minister and the doctor
should bear with no less effect upon every merchant, business
man, and toller of every sort, throughout the country.
Observing Christ’s law of service would enthrone Christ in
the country's industrial life.

OUR GREATEST NEED!

very heart of

a passion for the planet!

Rev. Chancellor Hamilton, of the American University, Washington, went to the
things in his Convention address when he said :

« We need not so much a new Patriotism as a new Puritanism, not so much the
call to a deeper love of truth as to a new vision of the person
summons to a better brotherhood as to a humbler walk with God, not so much the demand
for a Christian socialism as for an uncompromising

«What America needs is a revival of piety, the kind father and mother used to
have. We have here no continuing city. We are the patriots of a heavenly country.
We are the sons of God. We are the trustees of posterity,
King call'to build His throne in the life of this land but on us,
Empire? Soldiers of the Empire of Jesus,
winning men to the standard of the Cross until this nation is come to the Christ!
Exalt Jesus and Humanity.”

of Jesus, not so much the

godliness. Make Jesus King.

On whom can the Great
the Conscripts of His
consecrate yourselves to the one work of
Have

erated society can come only through regenerated individuals.
Christ will never be enthroned in the industrial world by men
who clamor for their rights. He shall reach eathronement
through the consecrated activities of men who every day and
every hour yleld to their highest sense of humanity and duty.

I have said that 1 do not belleve the final Industrial sys-
tem is in sight, but I am sure the spirit of competition is
wrong. Under corhpetition this man gets all the gain he can
out of that man. It is that man's privilege to get out of the
way if he can, but if he cannot then it is his destiny to be
crushed. Competition is atheism applied to commerce result-
ing in the brutality of the survival of the fittest, It is separ-
ated by the whole diameter of being from the brotherly love
which is the essential gospel of Jesus Christ. He who makes
money out of real estate by knowingly selling it above what
it is worth to the person who must use it, the same is a thief
and a robber, He who corners the wheat of a nation by the
brute force of his financial strength and carries the price far
beyond where the law of supply and demand places it, the
same is a thief and a robber. He who washes or waters stock,
or by misleading manipulation of any sort, carries it away
beyond its industrial value, the same is a thief nv a robber.
He that entereth not by the door of brotherly love into the
wealth-fold but climbeth up some other way, the same is a
thief and a robber. Competition is insane, for it produces
{nsanity. It is demonstrated that insanity has increased in
Japan since the competition of Western civilization intro-
duced the struggle for existence. The manager of & large
firm found that by enlarging a pulley the machine that was
turning out a certain article could be driven faster. He did

not stop to think that by so doing he would drive the opera-
tor to a killing speed. The operator had to resign his posi-
tion or die. We are living in the jungle,

and the wild beasts

You Epworth Leaguers must develop a Christian who does
not care for money for its own sake. You must develop the
Christian who can actually bear the Cross, not simply ding
about it.

After 1 had preached in a certain city in Canada, the
president of the Board of Trade told me that he was a mem-
ber of a combine controlling certain commodities, and that
he thought that for some of the articles sold they were recelv-
ing more money than was honest. At the same time he
declared that if he were to reduce the price the combine
would turn upon him and crush him. He asked me what he
was to do, and I told him I could see nothing for him except
to take up the Cross. Epworth Leaguers, are you developing
the kind of Christian who would do that, and thus enthrone
Christ in his industrial life? You must do it or Christianity
can never prevail.

On the west coast of England one day a lady sat down
upon the beach wheén the tide was out and began to read.
She became so absorbed in her book that the tide came in
without her knowledge. The volce of the coastguardsman
recalled her to herself, but when she looked around, alarmed,
she saw that the angry curling waters of the tide had come
in between her and the shore. A rock stood close by, and the
voice of the coastguardsman cried, * You must climb the rock,
you must climb the rock.” Up the difficult rock, which it was
hard for the fisherman's lads to climb, she made her way,
where she reached a ledge where she thought she was safe, but
the voice of the coastguardsman called, “ You must climb to
the top of the rock, you must climb to the top of the rock.”
And then, with the blood oozing from her fingers, she pulled
herself up, and, catching the root of a tree, she was able to
swing herself to the top of the rock, out of the reach of tide-
water, where she was perfectly safe. As I travel about in
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this world I find thousands of Christians, so-called, who have
climbed up to a ledge where they think they are safe, but the
voice of Jesus rings out over the waters of their life, saying,
“You must climb to the top of the rock.” You must live
upon the level of the Golden Rule. It may be, my friend,
that the average Christian will get into heaven. 1 would
not dogmatize about his destiny, but I am sure of this, that
this world, with all its heartache, its sufferings, its sorrows,
will never really be saved except through the activities of
men who are living on the level of the Golden Rule. Chris-
tianity must reach the height in its ethical beliefs and achieve-
ments equal to that which we have reached upon the evan-
gelistic plane. The Church cannot stand divided against it-
self, half slave and half free. It cannot stand in ethical
slavery and evangelistic freedom. We cannot build on half
rock and half sand. We cannot go on putting the telescope
to the blind eye when we look at the ethical, and to the see-
ing eve when we look at the evangelistic side of the Christian
life. We greet the coming year of the twentieth century with
a prayer in our hearts and with a profound expectation in
our souls, that the Christian of the day that is just dawning
upon us shall be equal to the providential demands which are
being thrust upon them.

Social Entertainments

By REV. 1. F. ROACH, D.D,, Lixcory, NEB.

OD has endowed us with a social nature and purposes
that it shall be developed and satisfied. Bverywhere
people are seeking social refreshment through many

and often deceptive avenues of amusement. We are often

reminded that more people attend public places of amuse-
ment than attend public worship, and that society spends
more money for amusements than for schools, and three times
more than is paid for churches.

To-day thegEpworth League is called of God to appreciate
the gravity of the situation and to aid in answering the social
needs of the young life of society. The church has been too
slow to meet and discharge its obligation to the social side
of life. As a result of the position taken by many sincere
religious enthusiasts, Christianity has been misrepresented
and the church made to appear to the young and pleasure-
loving as an organization of penance doers. While we are
putting emphasis on the need of religious instruction and
spiritual growth, and the development of the powers of intel-
Jectual life, let us not leave the matter of life's amusement
to care for itself. In for social enter we
should seek to make amusement a means of refreshing the
soclal life and creating conditions under which holiness can
be more easily experienced, therefore our social entertain-
ments should be made attractive, pure, and wholesome. Too
often they are made up of a great deal of small talk, sense-
less play, and indigestible refreshments. People are per-
mitted to gather in groups and as a result a general spirit
of sociability is impracticable, and what was intended to be
a social gathering becomes an unsocial affair.

Relative to the environment of the programmes used in
connection with our social entertainments, mark the follow-
ing:

1. Make the rooms in which the entertainment is to be
held as cheerful as possible.

2. Insist on the commmittee in charge doing its work thor-
oughly. Having chosen a plau, no labor should be epared in
carrying it out. Carelessly arranged sociables will dishearten
any League.

3. Make each member of the League feel that he is a mem-
ber of the Entertainment Committee. By no means permit
any to wear a badge marked “ Reception Committee."

4. Be punctual and use businesslike thoroughness, but
avold stiffness in carrying out the plan for the evening.

5. Insist that each individual attending shall exercise a
spirit of cordiality. In meeting strangers give them a hand-
clasp that means a welcome. Do not shake hands like either
an oyster or a giraffe. See to it that young people are not
used as mural decorations. Look after the sad-hearted and
shy folks. Make strangers feel at home. Permit no clan-

A social enter of an Epworth League is
not for cozy corners where cliques may selfishly assemble.

6. Common sense must be used regarding the kind of

entertainment to be given. Books fruitful in suggestion
relative to plans are published, but not all plans are appro-
priate to all places. Plan to make the programme both enter-
taining and instructive. 1 £ plans are 'y to
holding the people, therefore avoid all things that savor of
silliness. Remember, also, that it is not the work of the
Epworth League to compete with the all too prevalent vaude-
ville, but it is its business, among other things, to answer
'hedhuman hunger for amusement with wholesome, life-giving
food.
The literary features of the programme should be placed
with those possessing talent. It is not good sense to put every-
body on a literary programme. It might help some people
to be put on the programme, but it will assassinate the
pleasure of an evening for many.
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The entertalnments for the year should be so arranged
that there will be awakened an interest in all departments of
church work, and in the philanthropic and reform movements
of the day.

Let us make the social department of the Bpworth League
a great glad hand of the church extended with a warm-
heartea, intelligent and truly soclal clasp for the young who
are seeking to satisfy the needs of their social natures. Let
us make the social entertainments of the Epworth League
such as will quicken not only the social but also the intel-
lectual and spiritual life of the church.

SeeKing New Members
BY REV. CHESTBEN SMITH, D.D.

HE of any fon depends upon its

recruiting power. A cause, however noble in concep-

tion, that does nmot draw to itself adherents becomes

an historic fossil rather than an historic movement. Plans

of work become serviceable insomuch as they can win workers
to their support.

The phenomenal increase in the membership of the
Epworth League during those first years of its life was a
splendid credential to its efficiency as an organization. That
it was winning the young people argued in favor of its adap-
tation to their religious needs. If it shall continue to hold
that confidence in its ideals and methods which was aroused
by its early successes, it must not lose its recruiting power.

Intrinsic good needs the help of personal appeal. It is
not enough that we announce to a man that his highest good
will be found in enthroning Christ as Saviour; we must follow
up the statement with earnest personal efforts to win him to
Christ.

It is not sufficient that we merely let young people know
that in the development of character, the enjoyment of social
life, and in equipment for service, their hest can be found in
the pursuit of the ideals of the Epworth League; we must
make it our business to win them to a good which they do
not appreciate. It is the missionary spirit which has made
the truth of Christianity a vital force in winning men to
righ The dors of the gospel of Christ have
Dbelieved in the divinity of their S8aviour. They have had con-
fidence in the universal dominion of His kingdom. They have
believed that His salvation is sufficient to meet the deepest
needs of human nature. Believing this they have pressed the
claim of Christ upon indifferent people, saying with the
urgency of a great conviction, “The Master is come and
calleth for thee.”

If the Epworth League continues to be a real Christian
organization, it must possess the seeking spirit of the Christ.
If it continues to be a growing organization, its members
must interest themselves in recruiting the ranks from the
great host of the indifferent.

It may be more to our taste to make the Epworth League
an exclusive company of congenial young people, and keep
it running as a society for spiritual and literary culture or
as a social club, but we are not true to the highest purpose
of the League unless a compassionate interest sends us forth
to win others who need its belp. God has glven us a great
truth, a splendid organization, and a large opportunity, It
remains for us to follow the suggestion of Mr. Moody con-
cerning the winning of people and GO AFTER THEM.

1 need not deal with methods for seeking new members.
To my mind the greatetst need is to have deepened in the
hearts of those upon whom God must depend as seekers, a
conviction of the greatness and the urgency of the cause they
represent. In inviting young people to espouse the prin-
ciples of the Epworth League there is no place for an apolo-
getic tone, for their highest good and most abiding joys are
to be found in their acceptance.

Notwithstanding the progress we have made in improved
methods and facilities for social life, it yet remains true that
the one motive which above others will condition our success
in winning new members will be the constraining love of
Christ for the souls of humanity. If, like St. Francis, we
may have such & vision of the cross as will fill our hearts
with a Christlike love and make this the master passion of
our lives, we will succeed.

“Qver the mountains, and over the waves,
Under the fountains, and under the caves,
Through floods that are deepest,

O'er rocks that are steepest,
# Love will find out the way.”

Added to this we need a conviction in the supreme worth
of such a service. We may win young people to habits of
study until accumulated knowledge entitles them to high
rank in scholarship, but if that life has nothing more to its
credit than a well-stored brain, our work is not great.

‘We may win young people to habits of industry and enable
them to accumulate fortunes, but fortunes may be a curse
as well as a blessing. We may awaken in them a love for
art until they become masters, but our work will not be
great unless they are something more than that eminent

Candiiacasiin sl W




August, 1909—7

artist who lived for bhis paintings alone, and when smitten
with death looked upon them one after another and said in
hopeless sadness, “ And must I leave all these?”’

Win young people to the ideal life represented by the
Epworth League, and you are giving a bent to character that
will help it gather the richest resources of present life and
fit itself for future destiny. The worth of such a work is to
be measured not by the standards of time but in the light
of eternity

Anderson, Indiana.

‘“Personal Evangelism
BY REV. J. G. MORRISON, Jamestows, N.D.

HERE are two things upon which I want you to fasten
your attention. First, the importance of personal evan-
gelism, and, second, the equipment for doing that kind

of work

First, it is important because in the average church a
revival on any other line is next to impossible. The day of
enormous crowds flocking to hear any but the most conspicuous
evangelists is not with us, Every church cannot engage a
Gipsy Smith, a Billy Sunday, a Wilbur Chapman, therefore it

A MINISTERING AN

is a band of personal workers or sheer ire. Personal
evangelism has never failed in the pas wonestly tried,
and is within the reach of the many o few in great or
small churches.

It is important because of the worth of a soul. Measured by
its immortality, endless weal or endless woe, that soul is
tremendously important. Measured by the price that Jesus
paid for it, in the light of the cross, is it not worth while?
Measured by its possibilities, here may be, as in Bible times,
an eloquent Peter. He Is worth going after. Eighty per cent.
of the goods in the markets of the United States are sold by
personal solicitation. Is not the “ business” of the Kingdom
as important?

The second thought is equipment, how to do it. One must
have a great “ want to” in his heart. When Dr. Livingstone
was asked why he turned again towards Africa in his mature
life, he answered with wet eyes, “ 1 love their souls!” This
“want to"” brings that burden for souls so much desired by
early Methodist workers. It begets plans for bringing things
to pass, a good case of “want to"” leads the worker to pay
the price. Witness Moody out on the rainy Chicago street
waiting for some soul to pass, to whom he might speak,
because he had had but little opportunity for personal solici-
tation that day.

This love for souls is born of knowing Jesus. How quickly
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Andrew ran for Peter when he had met the Lord! See the
earnestness of new converts, Witness the zeal of those who
have found the post conversion experience, called by Prof
Tholuck, of Germany, the “ Fire Guest.” This German teacher
found Halle University with but a handful of Christian stu-
dents, and after a lifetime of personal evangeiism there, left
over five hundred witnesses to salvation.

God is ready, has always been ready. He poured salva-
tion forth just as He promised He would at Calvary and
Pentecost. He has done, is doing, His part. Will we do ours?
Will we sacrifice and labor and pray that God's part may not
have been done in vain?

Up, then, and at it! Speak to that young man. Invite
this one to your home. Start a “ win-oneclub” pledged to
win at least one in a year. Write an earnest, persuasive let-
ter. Urge a fellow worker to speak to so-andso. Angle for
souls. Watch for hopeful signs, and then take the propitious
moment. Call for sentence reports on “ What personal work
have you done this week?” at the devotional meeting. Never
let a week go by without attempting something, Take for
your motto, “ All at it, and always at it.” Practice makes
perfect, and he is wise that winneth souls

The Devotional Meeting
By REV. JAMES G. CAMPBELL, Pu.D., RocHESTER, IND.

E do not overestimate the devotional meeting when we
make it the central force around which all other work
of the League 15 correlated. If the League be wide

awake and active, the secret of this activity may be traced
to the devotional meeting. If the chapter be missionary in
spirit, seeking knowledge of the great mission fields and
contributing liberally to the work, you will find the source
of this Inspiration in the devotional meeting. If the spirit
of mercy and help has led out the young life into paths of
sympathy and helpfulness; if the soclal life has been quick
ened and the intellectual life intensified, you may trace the
cause to the centre of inspiration—the devotional meeting

I wish to emphasize some essential things well known to
all successful League workers. The meeting should begin
and close promptly on time. The meeting should be brought
within the hour. Better a meeting of forty minutes, bright
helpful, interesting, than an hour protracted simply to fill
the time.

The leader should be one self-possessed, earnest, tactful
and religious, one who knows the subject in hand and can fill
up the awkward pauses as well as call out free expression
from others. Enough work should be apportioned before
hand t» secure thoughtful participation on the part of some
who rarely take part,.as well as some who regularly partici-
pate in the meetings. Opportunity should always be given
for free expression, not after the subject has been exhaustively
treated, but at intervals during the discussions. Suggestions
should be thrown out inviting response, and the young and
untrained encouraged to participate. Those present should
never be coerced or made to feel that they should take part
simply to keep the meeting going, but in enthusiastic self-
forgetfulness should find themselves unconsciously drawn into
the discussion,

The devotional element is of first importance. The meet-
ing is not literary, but devotional. It is not intended only
for entertalnment or instruction, but to develop spiritual life
It is not so much knowledge of Christianity but the spirit
of Christ that is essential. Such a spirit is born of surrender
to God with a purpose to do His will. No reading of papers
or extracts clipped from helps will accomplish this. Original
effort in testimony and prayer stimulates the spiritual life
Sometimes it {8 wise to Indicate in advance some who are to
take part in prayer. It is as Important as preparation for
any other part of the service. It will insure more intelligent
and appropriate prayers and will enlist some who otherwise
would not take part. Of course privilege should be given
those who will volunteer. If everything is planned the meet-
ing would lack liberty and y. In all 8,
brevity must be insisted upon. The success of the meeting
depends largely on the number who take part; long speeches
and prayers and painful pauses must be eliminated.

A word about personal testimony. It is highly important,
but is the most delicate and responsible part of the service
A word of personal testimony, if sincere, is most desirable;
if insincere, it is deplorable, Absolute honesty and sincerity
must be insisted upon, else the devotional meeting becomes a
training school for falsehood and insincerity.

Our young people must be rightly trained in the devo-
tional meeting. The young teacher who professes the patience
of Jesus Christ on Sunday evening and Monday is irritable
in the schoolroom, confesses to a false life. The young girl
who expresses a purpose to be more Christlike, and during
the succeeding days runs after every worldly thing, discredits
herself before the world. The young man who professes to
follow the high ideals of Christ and forgets them during the
week, brings dishonor on the cause of Christ.

Of what use {8 It all unless our religion does in reality
make us more Christlike? Here In the devotional meeting
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our young people should be taught to be genuine. Out of
this upper room these youthful disciples should go, endued
with power to live genuine Christian lives—a new genera-
tion rising up into the resistless power of God through the
Spirit.

This Is a most critical age. The enemies of our Lord would
strip Him of everything but His humanity. Arguments alone
fail to satisfy. The testimony of a Christlike life is unan-
swerable. Multiply this by the two million Epworth Leaguers
born anew, and we have justified our existence by an argu-
ment which would rout the harshest critics of Christianity.

The Epworth League and the
Enthronement of Christ

By REV. DR. J. Mc HENRY JONES, Presiext W, Va.
CoLoRED INSTITUTE,

‘THE SERVICE.

N what way can the Epworth League, by its service, con-
tribute to the enthronement of the Christ? It is not
enough that we be called and equipped, but that we give

ourselves to the work of making the teachings of the Master
the supreme force in the direction of the world's affairs.
The enthronement of Christ, fellow Leaguers, depends upon
our wisdom to win souls for His cause. Men must humbly
but cheerfully acknowledge His sway and lovingly bend under
His yoke.

A man’s world consists of the number of persons and
objects in which he is interested While we all live on the
same globe, we do not necessarily live in the same world.
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We must each labor to overcome our own little world, to
bring the life and light of an enthroned Saviour to act im-
peratively in our sphere of influence. “We must work in
our own appointed sphere and wish it none other than it is.”

The service is to produce, through Christ, men and women
of perfect character. “Character is a unity and all of the
virtues must grow in harmony.” This harmonions develop-
ment of the completely fashioned will must be aided by the
Spirit of God. All that there is in the Bible, all that there
is in the world, is simply the character of the God who made
and created them. To teach men to keep the soul in adjust-
ment with the Eternal, to supply the conditions necessary to
produce character, is the heart of the service.

Methods must change with the demands of the age. What
would reach men in the sixteenth century may not reach them
to-day. Religion does mnot change, but the manner of appeal
to men must vary with the nature of the people and the
character of the age. We are appealing to our young people
to be something, “to be, rather than to seem.” Not simply
coples of their neighbors, but conforming to their neigh-
bors' higher ideals so long as these ideals conform to the law
and spirit of right.

The service with us is to urge not only the necessity to be
something but also to do something useful. The Master has
no use in heaven or on earth for a lazy, doless people. A
man’s religion is often more evident in the way he weeds
the garden than in the way he sings a psalm. Religion is a
life, and what we do measures our devotion to God.

The service is not only to be something and to do some-
thing but to have something. The old notion that we are
especially loved of Heaven because we are poor, has given
place to the better notion that God loves us because we are
pure. We are not teaching a religion devoid of proper emo-
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tion, & soulless materialism, but to properly care for the
blessings God puts into our hands. We are saying that as
Jong as there is an unfed human being in the world, to waste
is sin. We are coming to see that a | jor is often of as
much use to the world as a reformer and that conscientiously
ploughing a straight furrow forwards the enthronement of
Christ.

The service is the regeneration of the masses. The route
{s from the college to the crowd. The man with the hoe must
be reached and enlightened. The body of death that hangs
around the neck of respectability in my race must be called
back to life, must be quickened and saved by introducing
Caliban to Cadmus.

Jesus Christ saved men by coming in wuch with them.
He did not sweep like an angel of light away from the crowded
streets where men struggled and sinned, away from the hovels
where men suffered for bread, away from the seamy side of
lite, and bid us behold Him in all His glory, but down in the
midst of the crowd where men sweated blood, in hearing of
the groans of the oppressed and dying, he made his way, too
busy doing good to think of the grime that might cling to
his garments. We are often so good that we are really worth-

August, 1909—8

less, 8o constantly on gaurd at our own door that we are of
no possible use to rest of the army.

The cloister 1 s uses, but true warfare is upon the
firing line. Our ers must be daily renewed in the closet,
but the practice gained in the market place, in the busi-
ness centre, v tact with men.

Institut va.

Ti.. Land of Little Children

BY EMMA A. LENTE.

0, we have travelled far and wide and we have wandered long
From that dear garden-place athrill with laughter and with

SONg;
And, since, no bird has sung for us so merry and so sweet
No flowers have bloomed like those that grew about our danc-

ing feet;

And we have felt the weight of care, and known the salt of
tears;

And many thorns have strewn the way, and many haunting
fears.

And, since, no skies have been s0 blue, 8o star-sown in the
night;

Nor any sun brought forth a day so full of tense delight.

There, heaven itself brimmed on the hills, and angels were our

kin,
And fairies hid in flowery nooks, and joys were ours to win;
And purest love and trust and faith our glad young spirits
thrilled,
And watchful care and kindly hands our cup of blessing filled.

But every gate swung outward, and the meadow-ways seemed
fair,

And so we gayly wandered on with little thought or care;

We made new friends, and learned strange things that made
us old and wise;

We found that heaven is hidden far within the trackless skies;

And we have found the way of tears, and known the pain of

8,
And felt hot suns and chilling winds, and lifted many a Cross.
Now, .but in dreams we find that land—no chart have we by

ay,
No guide to point the backward path, or tell us of the way:
Why did we wander far and long—why have we strayed so
wide
From that glad place of innocence,—that golden summertide?
Only in dreams we find the way to that lost land and sweet,
The Land of Little Children, where the purest pleasures meet!

It is a very curious and interesting fact that the word
¢ character,’”’ which comes into our English speech
directly and without change of sound from the Greek,
signifies first the sharp tool with which a seal or die is
engraved, and then the inscription or object which is cut
in the seal or die. Our character, then, is the image and
superscription which we cut upon our life; 1 say which
WE cut, for, however much happens to us and bears upon
us from outside causes beyond our control, it is true, in
the last ysis, that we our own
We hold the tool which cuts the legends on our life, we
grave the die, we incise the seal. What are the tools with
which we cut character upon ourselves? The tools are

hts, ‘‘As a man h in his heart, so is he.''—
Charles Cuthbert Hall.
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Life Lessons from the Epistle to the Romans

Topic for September 5.
BY REV. J. H. McCARTHUR, 8.T.D.

The key verses of this epistle are found
in Chap. 1. 16, 17. Its theme is a God-
given righteousness, apprcpriated by
faith. The chief steps in the develop-
ment of this theme may be imperfectly
indicated as follows:

All men are in need of righteousness,
for it has been proven that both Jews
and Greeks are alike under sin (1. 18;
3. 9).

Jesus Christ by His death has pro-
cured righteousness for us, which is to
be appropriated by faith (3. 21-25).

Being justified by faith we have peace,
and joy, and hope, and all the privi-
leges of the Gospel (5. 1).

here is no condemnation to the man
that is in Christ Jesus, for his life is
brought under the influence of the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit dwells in him, leads
him, and controls his life (8. 1, 12-17).

In extending the privileges of the
Gospel to the Gentiles as well as to the
Jews, it may be asked, What becomes of
the special promises given to Israel of,
old? Paul answers this question in
chapters 9, 10 and 11.

Paul has now concluded the argument'
of the ep'stle, which is a process of very
close reasoning, show-
ing the legical char-

tions are aroused as it does upon the
amount of thought we put into it. The
man who is content tc sit and sing him-
self away to realms of everlasting bliss
is not so well pleasing to God as the
man who quietly and conscientiously
seeks to know what God's will Is con
cerning himself.

The worship of God requires thought;
but thought or meditation is not in it-
gelf sufficient. The true worshipper is
expected to make a sacrifice. The high-
est act of worship requires the gieatust
sacrifice. It is not merely the sacrifice
of a little time or a little energy, not
merely the giving up of one day in seven
or an extra evening in the week for God,
not merely the giving of a tew doliars
or even one-tenth of our income, but the
sacrifice of ourselves, the surrendering
of our whole body. Not Sunday alone,
but the whole week is to be given to
God. Not the tithe alone, but the whole
of our possessions is to be given to God.
Not the heart alone, but the whole body,
our entire being, is to be given to God.
This is a living sacrifice, holy and accept-
able unto God. This is the supreme act
of worship, and it is not only the privi-
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flower to be admired. All selfish pur-
poses may have their proper place, but
if they get into the chief place in our
heart, they are weeds to be got rid of.
There is but one supreme purpose of
life, and that is, not to seek our own
glory or aggrandizement, but to prove
what is the will of God. This is the
teaching of the second verse.

8. The Bupreme Preparation for Chris-
tian Service. This consists in the gifts
which the Spirit has given to each one
of us. These are given to us that we
may be useful in the service of God.
The sacrifice of our bodles, which we
are to present to God, is a living sacri-
fice; for we possess in our bodies living
talents and powers and possibilities, ali
of which are the gifts of the Holy Spirit
to us, and all of which are to be used
in carrying out what is that good and
perfect and acceptable will of God.
These gifts constitute our chief qualifi-
cations for service, and the consecration
of these gifts, with the sacrifice of our
todies, constitute the chief proof that
we are doing the will of God. (See
verses 3-8.)

4. The Supreme Motive of Christian
Conduct. This is love. See 9-21.

Love must be genuine. v. 9.

Love is tenderly affectioned one to
another. v. 10.

Love by preference gives honor to an-
other. v. 10.

acter of the writer's
mind. He does not
close his epistle, how-
ever, without making
a practical application
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gives us the doctrinal
basis of Christian life;
in the second, he en-

forces the practical
duties of Christian
life,

Our lesson to-day I8
based on chapter 12,
the teaching of which
may be summarized
under four heads.

1. The Supreme Act
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organization !

Watch the attendance grow
as the Look-Out Committee
gets down to busin

Our Fourth V.P.
wears a smile. 4
in the right place.

Are you dulll Get up
agninst ‘the grind-stone (or
attend one of our meetings)

always
it man

Rey. John Wosley, AM.,
founder of Methodism. Zorn
June 1 3; died Mar.

ying,

T
with us,

|

| . Conversions in our meet-
ings.
and u| . Leaguers to keep the
« Dublin | Morning Wateh,
Everybody interested in
Just register at the door | the League succe
before you take your seat in | Regard for the speakers,
the meetin |the place and the character
And ve sure to help out | Of the meeting times
the new financial plan by |called ' good orde
curing  envelopes  fro Many new members and
Roe or Miss Galbraith. | workers,
Every meeting better than
I desire » League offen- |the one preceding

A home
church home—tha
St

of Worship. We are
told in the first verse
what the supreme act
of worship is. Tt Is

uers sing!

Whew! how those Leag
‘What if we only | Maker w!
had a better Hymn Book! N

the hymn, ‘Il praise sive
* | every

our Hymn Book.)

und  defensive
soldier of
Jesus.—Rev. J. Wesle:

with | That you should find it
Christ | helps you beeause you help
y us,

not saying prayers, nor
singing hymns, nor .
attending church, nor leading meetings,
nor studying the Bible, nor yet the glv-
ing of a portion of our time and means
to the cause of God. All these are acts
of worship. Even the small plece that
we place upon the collection plate, if
done in the right spirit, will be received
by God as an act of worship. But of no
one of these can it be said that it is
the supreme act of worship. The
supreme act of worship is the present-
ing of our bodies to God as a reasonable
gervice. The word service means Wwor-
ship, used in the same sense as when
we speak of the service that is held in
the church. The preacher may say,
“ Let us commence the service by sing-
ing,” or, “ Let us worship God by sing-
ing” The word reasonable means
thoughtful, intelligent. Hence, we are to
present our bodies to God as a thought-
ful, intelligent act of worship. All wor-
ship of God is to be thoughtful. The
value of a meeting does not depend go
much upon the extent to which our emo-

lege, but the duty of every member of
the League.

2. The Supreme Purpose of Life? What
is it? To get an education? To make a
home for ourselves? To gain wealth?
To gain power and influence? To securs
happiness in this life? To make sure
of happiness in the world to come?
These are all good and praiseworthy.
They have their rightful place in a
man’s life. But of no one of them can
it be said that it should be the supreme
object of life. Not even the preparation
for the next world should be regarded
as the supreme object of life. Some peo-
ple's religion consists in an effort or
desire to escape hell and gain heaven.
But that is a selfish kind of religion,
while the religion of Jesus is most un-
selfish. The supreme purpose of life
should certainly not be a selfish purpose.
How noble soever some of these nay be
in themselves, they should not be allowed
to usurp the chief place in our lives. A
daisy is good in its place. In the wheat-
field it is a weed; in the garden it is a

Love administers to the necessities of
the saints. v. 13.

Love is hospitable to all. v, 13.

Love blesses them that persecute her.
v. 14,

Love always blesses and never curses.
L L 5

Love rejoices with those that are glad,
and weeps with those that are sad. v. 15

Love is sympathetic toward all, en-
deavoring to be of the same mind with
them. v. 16.

Love is not high-minded, tut humble,
v. 16.

Love injures no one, not even those
who have injured her. v. 17

Love is honest and honorable.

Love is peaceable. v. 18,

Love has her own way of seeking ven-
geance. v. 19, 20.

Love is the greatest motive power in
heaven or earth. It was Love that sent
the Son of God to be our Saviour. Love

v. 17

is the secret of the Christian's greatness
* God Is Love."
Lynedoch, Ont.
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The Child or the Dog?

“One child is worth more than all the dogs in Toronto,”
said the mayor of the city when the danger to children from
the stray dogs on the streets was being discussed, And it is
true. Save the child, even if all the dogs must be destroyed.
The streets of the city must be as safe for the girls and boys
as wise, statesmanlike precaution can make and keep them.
But “beware of dogs” has more than one meaning. There
are other enemies to the safety of our youth than the loose
canines that roam abroad with no onme in charge. Traps
baited with poisoned pleasures abound. The two-legged
hound that would covertly lead a growing youth into sin is
the scurviest dog alive. Every phase of the business that
taints the heart of a boy, suggests unholy associations to a
girl, or tends to a course of moral wrong in any of our grow-
ing children, is an awful menace. Whatever its character, it
should share the fate of the dog whose fangs threaten the
child. .

The Flower Committee

During these glorious months of summer your League
should regularly adorn the pulpit platform with floral offer-
ings. They not only add a charm and grace to the place,
br the sur di with their praises to

And we have in it aleo a prophecy of a returning Friend.
The Sovereignty of His kingship shall be declared when He
shall again “come.” King over sin and death, King over the
visible Church, King over the eternal glory, we may well re-
member Him, fellowship with Him, and anticipate the glory
that shall be revealed in the future.

Be Real

It was a striking to d and genuine worth
when Dr. W. L, Watkinson, at the funeral service of a man
who had died, sald: “In any estimate of his character the
note of reality must be accentuated. He affected nothing, and
he did nothing for effect.” This “ note of reality "’ should be
the dominant one in every life. To cultivate it as such
should be the prayer and purpose of every young Christian.
Not outward appearance but inward being, is of chief value
in the sight of Him who “ trieth the heart." A life in which
this “ note of reality " is struck throughout will give forth
sweet and pleasant harmonies during its earthly existence
and leave permanent effects behind after the visible person
has passed Into the unseen world. To be dissatisfied with
the artificial, to seek only the real, to count nothing of value
in the light of both character and destiny, save that which
that truly resemble and represent the

the great Creator, but exercise a sweet and holy influence on
the minds of the assembled worshippers. They unite in a
gracious call to adoration and praise. The words of Alfred
Tennyson to James T. Fields are suggestive. As they walked
together they came upon a bed of violets, and the grea. poet's

soul felt the and d to the of
the flowers. *On your knees, man!” he l.lld. “Violets, vio-
lets! They are an altar at which we may worship God.”

Flowers, guitably chosen and tastefully arranged, are always
in place in the house of God. Bring them, study them, listen
to their message, and then distribute thern, if you will, where
they may carry a cheering note to some one who was unable

to attend in person the service you enjoyad in the sanctuary.

A Sacred Token

“In remembrance of me.” How these words appeal to us,
backed up by all the tenderness of the purest human affection.
To be forgotten by those whom we have loved—how the very
thought pains us! Had the Master any such apprehension
when he spoke these words of loving appeal? We think so.
The human heart is both fickle and forgetful. The Lord's
Supper will keep him in our memories. But that is not
enough., He must be more to us than the sweet memory of
one who has gone away from us. He is a departed Friend,
but still He is a present Saviour. Not only in memory of
what he did are we to assemble around the sacred board, but
in acknowledgment of what He is. So the memorial of a de-
parted Friend becomes a parable of a present One who will
never be absent from the souls that seek His fellowship, “ He
died for our sins. He lives for our justification.” What
momentous truths! Mere admiration of His character is not
enough. Mere applause for his teachings is not enough. Mere
wonder at His mighty signs is not enough. Christ was more
than the world's best Man. He was more than the world's
wisest Teacher. He was more than the world’s greatest Phil-
anthropist. He was more than the world’s noblest Martyr.
We may esteem Him as such, and stop far short of the sub-
lime truth. He was the world's only and snfficient Saviour,
and is so still. The sacrificial nature of His atoning death
stands clearly before us as we eat and drink at His table.

heart of Christ, alone can give us abiding treasures that in-
crease with the passage of the years.

Hope While You Work

To engage in any Christian enterprise with doubts as to
the issue is to invite failure. To put heart into our efforts,
to maintain a constant and steady purpose to succeed, to
sustain an energy that will not adiait of defeat, is the sure
way to success. In his “ Eighteen Years in Uganda,” Bishop
Tucker writes: “The i y is for d
to fallure. Rarely, if ever, in my missionary experience have
I known a missionary who doubted of success, achieve it.
Nor have I seen a missionary disappointed who tackled his
work in the spirit of one to whom the prospect was as bright
as the promises of God could make it.” How those promises
hearten us when we calmly ponder them. In the hope they
enkindle, by the confidence they cherish, through the strength
they impart, the mightiest achievements in Christlan work
have been accomplished. “ Why are thou cast down, O my
soul? Hope thou in God.” With a cheerful optimism let us
face the future and do our best to accomplish the most pos-
sible for God. A doubting Christlan is half-hearted, and,
lacking enthusiasm, is bound to fail. Hope, and be strong.

Bread for Life

“1 am that bread of life” What did he mean? In the
previous chapter he has announced that he is the source of
life. Here he claims to be the support of life. “ Bread!"
How that speaks to us of essentials! ‘We cannot substitute
anything for it. The wheat crop is supreme. Flour is the
staple and Indispensable article everywhere. It meets a vital
and universal need, In like manner we cannot do without
Christ. “ Bread!” How it stands for sufficiency! Having it
we have what is both wholesome and sufficient. 1Is it not like-
wise true of Christ? What a d claim His
then! “1 am indispensable to the race; and, having me, they
have all they require.” When this majestic statement fully
selzes us we see thal men cannot be all they should be without
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Him. They cannot be strong to do al! they ought apart from
Him. And they cannot eventually go where they might if
they have him not. So character, service, destiny—all de-
pend on our appropriation of Christ. 1f He is sufficient, our
firét concern should be of Him, for only He can satisfy.
And, finding in Him our satisfaction, what hopes shall be ful-
filled in Him, what explanation of our mysteries He will give,
what contentment of our longings! All we require, all we
can obtain, all we may accomplish, in time and in eternity,
are in Him, “Lord, evermore give us this Bread!" Let this
be our prayer, lest we foolishly attempt to feed ourselves on
husks that have not one element of vitality or nourishment
in them.

Training the Vines

Watching a friend recently busily arranging cords for
some climbing nasturtiums, we remarked that it was some-
what early for such provision, as the plants were but young
and so far had evinced no disposition to run. The answer
was to the effect that she would rather that they should find
something to cling to as soon as they needed it than straggle
all over and become a matted mass needing a lot of difficult
later treatment and care. And that was wise philosophy. It
set up a line of thought that suggested an application to train-
ing children from the very commencement of developing life,
and reminded us of Horace Mann's statement: “ Where there
is anything growing, one former is worth a thousand re-
formers.” Our little people are alive. They will grow.
Whether the course shall be as their true nature prompts
or not, depends much on the provision we make for them.
The nature of our friend's nasturtiums was to climb, but they
surely would have crawled had she not provided otherwise.
As she afforded them the guiding and supporting string, must
we both direct and strengthen every faculty for growth in
moral beauty in our children. Otherwise they, too, will crawl,
and God never made one of them for such ignoble ends.

The Worst Infidelity

There is an infidelity more to be dreaded than that of the

It is the ulness of the heart. The truancy

of the affections is one of the deadliest diseases that can
attack the spiritual nature of a young Christian. The heart
is, after all, the source and centre of life. From it issues
moral and spiritual power, and by it are great enterprises sus-
tained. It is supreme. Not that right thinking is unim-
portant. It is of great weight; but right living is more
important. And love is the motive power in such living.
The ancient lawgiver put his appeals in proper order, and
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart”
came first. It must be ever so. We need not fear the intel-
lectual yuestionings of a youth whose heart is supremely set
towards God. Wrong opinions of the Bible will not long
prevail in the minds of young Christians whose affections
are definitely fixed on Christ and who study the Word with
a passionate love for its Author. We are more concerned for
what our Leaguers feel than for what they think. We are
more anxious that our young Christians shall have and main-
tain a healthy personal religious experience than that their
theological views shall be after one pattern. For we are
persuaded that unless the heart be right towards Christ as
Saviour and Lord, no acceptance of creeds, no compliance
with forms, no observance of ceremonies, no subscription to
dogmas, no obedience to statutes, can be effective of the
highest good. When the heart is aglow with the love of
Christ, and His Word is studied in the spirit of affectionate
communion with His Spirit, the doctrines will not be far
astray. As long as the Bible is used as a personal communi-
cation from God to the soul of the individual, as long as it
{8 interpreted in the light of a controlling affection for Jesus
Christ, it will not be other than the positive Word of the
Lord. Not by any processes of reason alone may we develop
the highest characters, but when we have an éxperience that
is sure and well founded, the beliefs will not dishonor God,
and the resultant growth of spiritual being will glorify His
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Name and verify the constructive power of His Word. We
are supremely anxious that our young Methodists shall have
what constituted one of the chief glories of their fathers—
an experience so personal and definite that they shall be able
in happy confidence to say, “One thing 1 know,” and thus
“publish to the sons of men the signs infallible.”

When We Have More Time!

We heard an experienced minister reprove a youth once,
The young man had excused himself for not doing a certain
piece of work by saying, “ I hadn't the time,” and quick as a
flash the older man replied, “ You have all the time there is.”
The statement is true. The trouble with the most of us is
not the lack of time, but the failure to wisely arrange and
expend it. The waste of time is the most extravagant and
disastrous of all wastes, and the majority of »vr young people
are more or less gu/lty of it. There are twenty-four hours in
every day, and yet 1o many persons the day is much shorter,
for only that period of time is worth counting that is well
used. Spurgeou once said, * They who have most time have
no time to waste,” by which remark he intended to teach the
priceless value of every hour and the need of utilizing it to
advantage. Not when we have more time will we do more and
better work, but when we learn the judicious and economical
use of the time we have, On this point Susannah Wesley gave her
son most excellent advice, and we commend it to every young
Methodist still. She wrote to her son Samuel in 1709, when
he was at Oxford: “ My son, you must remember that life is
our Divine gift—it is the talent given us by our Father in
Heaven. [ request that you throw the business of your life
into a certain method and thus save the friction of making
each day anew, Arise early, go to bed at a eertain hour, eat
at stated time, pray, read and study by a method, and so get
the most out of the moments as they swiftly pass never to
return. Allow yourself so much time for sleep, so much for
private devotion, so much for recreation. Above all, my son,
act on principle, and do not live like the rest of mankind
who float through the world like straws upon a river.” In
many of her letters to both John and Charles, Mrs. Wesley
gives such advice as this: “ We are creatures of habit; we
must cultivate good habits, for they soon master us, and we
must be controlled by what is good. Life is very precious.
‘We must give it back to God some day, so let us get the most
from it, Let us methodize the hours so we may best improve
them.”

It was this economy of time that resulted from the prac-
tice of studied method in the use of it that enabled the
Wesleys to accomplish so much Modern Methodists might
well exemplify and emulate their habits in this regard.

Making the Best of Everything

It was a beautiful tribute we heard recently given to a
young lady’s kindly social disposition: ' She makes the best
of everything” Few words were in the statement, but they

d a fi And coming as they did
from her own associates, they meant very much. What a
different world this would soon be if this habit were gen-
erally cultivated. We so easily make the worst of every-
thing that it is little wonder troubles are multiplied aad
heart-aches abound. To see the best side in another’s char-
acter, to impute the best possible motives to another’s actions,
to allow no selfish thought to control us in passing judgment
on another’s record; these surely are most excellent and com-
mendatory traits that should be encouraged. And have we
not a duty to perform in making the best of one another?
Few people do this to the extent they should in the various
relations of life. What bickerings would be prevented in
the home if this duty were daily done. What misunderstand-
ings among friends would never arise if it were the prevailing
habit. Everywhere the world would be the brighter and
millions of hearts be lightened of heavy loads, if men and
women, boys and girls, would thoroughly cultivate the happy
Christian disposition ascribed to our young friend above.
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PRESIDENT—

Fellow Members of the Show-How Dis-

trict League Executive:

1 congratulate you, and also myself,
on being chosen by the delegates assem-
bled at the recent Convention held in
Sparkle River, to fill the various offices
which you each represent.

We feel assured, by your presence, of
that sympathy and hearty co-operation
co essential to our Success. 1t is, in-
deed, a happy circumstance that finds
us a complete executive, with only one
absentee, the past President.

As touching the past, we recall from
the various reports of the officers pre-
sented to the Convention that the new
year, which is just past, was not void
of fruit.

But the past will not do for
present. We must map out our work
on broad grounds, and unitedly press on
to take up the larger work before us.

In laying our plans for the year, there
are many problems which we mmst con-
sider, and by mutual interchange of
ideas we will arrive at the best decisions
in respect of our several departments.

We have viewed, some of us with
anxlety, the ever-increasing number of
transients, including the workers in
factory town, rallway centre, and plough
land, due to the floods of immigration.
On these young men and young women
passing through our aistr.et, we must
stamp our seal for Christ.

We note with gratitude to our Father
the on-sweeping surge of the movement
for temperance Iin our land, and we
must, to the fullest extent of our

owers, put our distriet under Local
Option, and keep it there.

There are some appointments on our
district without Leagues, and in each
is an opportunity for our help.

The annual contributions of the Dis-
trist Leagues to the General Epworth
League Hoard are exceedingly meagre.
for instance in our own district the
contribution last year was only $33, an
average of about $2 per League. This
handicaps greatly the work of the
General Secretary and his associates,
and until the Sunday School and Ep-
worth League Fund is placed upon an
equal footing with the other funds of
our church, we should raise at least
from $5 to $10 per League for the work
of our General Board.

The Missionary Department is alive in
some of our Leagues but dormant in
others, and here we must not let our es-
teemed 2nd Vice-President carry all the
burden.

The Treasurer will present to us a
plan whereby we may hold our execu-
tive meetings regularly, and also effi-
clently campaign our distriet in the in-
terest of all departments

We are indeed glad to welcome to our
meeting the District 8. 8. Secretary, and
trust his counsel may be of great benefit
to us, and that his presence will help to
solve the problem of bringing the Sun-

day School and Epworth League into
closer relationship,
we will ask each Vice-President to

present his or her plans for the year,

and in true devotion to our Heavenly
Father seek to help all within our reach
and follow those leaving our midst until
we see them in active service In their
new homes.

The Secretary will please read the
minutes of the ‘ast meeting.

SECRETARY—

Minutes of a meeting of Show-How Dis-
trict Executive, held at Sparkle
River, Thursday, June 23,

1909.

Present—President, 1st Vice-President,
2nd Vice-President, 6th Vice-President,
Treasurer and Secretary.

The minutes of the previous meeting
were read and adopted.

Communications were to hand from
Dr. F. C. Stephenson in respect of Sum-
mer schools and from the Secretary of
the Conference League suggesting the re-
organization of the finances of the Dis-
trict and Conference Leagues, respec-
tively, with a view of putting them on a
surer and more permanent basis, etc.

(Then follow a series of resolutions
dealing with the appointment of commit-
tees in respect of summer schools, better
financial methods, passing of accounts,
reports of officers, arrangements for visi-

tation of certain Leagues, etc. The min-
utes are, of course, adopted.)
PresiENT—Reading  of Communica-

tions.

Secnerary—I have received the follow-
ing letters:

Quern City, March 12th, 1909,

To the President of the Bhow-How Dis-
trict League:

Dear Fellow-Worker,—I notice by the
Canadian Epworth Era that your District
League meets at Gotown on Monday, the
29th inst., and that you have made a new
departure, inasmuch as you have invited
the District Sunday School Secretary to
be present.

On behalf of the Conference Epworth
League I congratulate you and your co-
workers upon their election to office.
The work you have undertaken is per-
haps the most important work to which
we a8 young people can be called, for it
is a work which makes for the salvation
of men, the development of character,
the uplifting of our homes, the laying of
a strong foundation for nation-building,
and, in fact, the lifting up of the whole
world of humanity to higher spheres of
lite and usefulness. I trust, therefore,
that you may all enter upon the year's
work feeling that God has honored you
by making you Jeaders in your district.

There are three or four matters that I
should Iike to bring briefly to your atten-
tion. The first that I would mention is
summer schools. The ideal plan is for
ewch district or a small group of dis-
tricts to have a summer school which is
convenient to the several Leagues whose
representatives might wish to attend,
and 1 would strongly urge upon you as
soon as possible to arrange to hold such
a Summer School on your district, not
only for the Missionary Department, but
for other departments, especially the
Christian Endeavor Department as well.

Second, 1 should like to see closer rela-
tions between the District League and
the Conference kxecutive. It should be
a matter of interest for you to discuss in
your district as to whether you should
not see that your representative attends
at least one of the meetings of its Con-
ference Executive during the year.

Third, you have probably noted that the
idea of a larger co-operation between the
Sunday School and Epworth League in
active Christian service is making great
headway, and you have at least shown a
progressive spirit in inviting the District
Sunday School Secretary to be present.
1 have no doubt that you will make good
use of him and point out to him that the
League and the School may be of mutual
assistance to each other in the cause of
extending the Kingdom.

Kindly see that these suggestions are
laid before your Executive and that some
action is taken thereon.

Wishing you every success in your
work for the coming year, believe me,

Yours faithfully,
Samuer FAIRFAX,
President of Summerhill Confer-
ence League.

Quees City, March Sth, 1909.
To the Secretary of the Show-How Dis
trict Ezecutive:

My Dear Brother,—Will you kindly
call the attention of the members of
your Executive to the fact that next
Fall the Biennial Conference Convention
will be held. We wish to make this the
most up-to-date and helpful Convention
in the history of our Conference, I shall
be glad to have suggestions from you as
to where this Convention should be held,
what matters should be taken up for dis-
cussion, or any other suggestions which
you should like to lay before the Con-
ference Executive. Please make sure
that at least twenty-five representatives
from your District will be present at this
Convention.

Yours in Christian Service,
Grorce HOPEFUL,
Secretary Summerhill Conference.

Quees Crry, March 15th, 1909.

To the Secretary of the Show-How Ez-
ecutive:

My Dear Co-Worker,—You are aware
that one year ago, at the joint Sunday
Sunday School and Epworth League In-
stitute which was held in the Metropoli-
tan Church at Toronto, a five-year policy
was adopted, a copy of which I beg to
enclose. 1 feel sure that it is your desire
that the suggestions contained therein
shall be carried out, and to that end the
committee depend upon your District to
see that plans are laid at the coming Ex-
ecutive Meeting to ensure success. |
would specially call your attention to the
fact that missionary givings are to be
increased 20 per cent. each year, and also
to the effort that should be made to es-
establish an Adult Bible Class in every
Sunday School throughout the Conference.
In this the Epworth Leagues can very
greatly assist. Rally around the Sunday
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School and you will see that the Sunday
School will rally around you.
Yours in Christian effort,
James RarLy,
Associate Secretary of the 8, 8.
and E. L. Standing Committee,

SparkLE River, March 17th, 1909,
To the Secretary of Show-How District
Executive:

Dear Mr. Secretary,—The members of
Sparkle River League extend to you and
to the other members of the Executive
best wishes that your term of office may
be one of great blessing to all of the
local Leagues. We know that you are
great workers, and therefore open to
suggestion. I have been authorized by
the members of our League to suggest
that a literature depot be established on
the District. It would not be a bad idea
also to have in connection therewith a
small library, dealing with the best meth-
ods of Sunday School and Epworth
League work., Someone, of course, would
have to be in charge of the library and
literature depot. 1 understand that the
incoming Literary Vice-President is very
anxious to adopt some progressive ideas,
and I would suggest that he be appointed
by the Executive, to see if such a depot
and central library could not be estab-
lished.

Wishing you God-speed in your work,
believe me,

Yours faithfully,
CHAS. WORKER,
Secretary of the Sparkle River
Epworth League.

Youxe PeopLe’s FORWARD MOVEMENT Di-
PARTMENT, METHODIST Missiox RooMs,

Toronto, March 26th, 1909.
To the Members of Show-How District

Executive:

My Dear Co-Workers,—The Missionary
and Educational socleties of our Church
are co-operating in launching a cam-
paign, with the aim of organizing Sunday
Schools along missionary lines, and the
educating of our people to deeper and
more intelligent interest and co-opera-
tion in the great work of giving the
Gospel to the whole world. The cam-
paign will be under the direction and
supervision of the Chairman of the Dis-
trict, the District Sunday School Secre-
tary, and the District Epworth League
Executive.

A number of students, who have been
studying and making special preparation
for this work for the last few months,
will be equipped with -stereopticon lan-
tern and slides, and an exhibit of Mis-
sionary literature, and sent forth to take
up this work. It is proposed to send
two students out together. The young
men will receive $5 per week from the
Educational Society of our Church, and
it is hoped will make their expenses and
$5 per week each from the collections
which it is proposed shall be taken at
each of the evening meetings.

The campaigners will deliver stereop-
ticon lectures at the evening sessions,
and also meet the local workers for con-
ference, If desired. During the day,
committee meetings and conferences will
be arranged with the workers of the
various organizations of the church. The
exhibit of Missionary literature will be
fully explained at these conferences, and
the latest and most successful methods
of work in connection with the Sunday
School and Young People's Societies pre-
sented. Wherever possible, the Sunday
Schicols will be organized for Missions,
along lines similar to those used in the
Epworth League.

Will you kindly have the matter of a
Missionary Campaign on your District
thoroughly discussed at the next meet-

ing of your District Executive, and ap-
point a comm.ttee of perhaps two mem-
bers to co-operate w'th the Chairman of
your District and the District Sunday
School Secretary in arranging for an
itinerary, advising me of the action which
yvou may decide to take in this matter.

I would recommend that you arrange
for at least one member of your Execu-
tive to be present with the campaigners
at every appointment on the itinerary.
This will greatly strengthen the work
done by the campaigners, and will aiso
keep the District Executive in close
touch with the campaign. 1 would also
suggest that you consider the possibility
of holding a District Summer School at
the close of the campaign, or, if in the
winter, an institute for the purpose of
training workers and leaders to follow
up the work of the campaigners,

Awaliting your reply, I am,

Yours very sincerely,

F. C. STEPHENSON.

PresiENT—We shall take up these let-
ters under new business. Are there any
reports of Special Committees?

SECRETARY—I have here a report from
the Committee appointed to look into the
matter of Summer Schools.

The Becretary, the Show-How District
BE. L. Executive:

The Committee appointed to look into
the matter of Summer Schools begs to
report as follows:

We have investigated the results at-
tending the efforts of such schools, and
find that wherever held the inspiration
and benefits derived are great. Our at-
tention has been called especially to the
work done on the St. Thomas District,
where last year the attendance at the
District Summer School reached as high
as 126, There have come from this Dis-
trict ten volunteers, and great good re-
sulting from the evangelistic work which
grew out of the School, and which was
carried on by these volunteers and the
District Officers under the auspices of the
local League.

Summer Schools for the most part
emphasize the Missionary Department.
While this is good, at the same time we
should not permit our Leaguers and
Sunday School workers to feel that the
other departments can be sacrificed.
Your Ce after due ation,
recommend the following plan of cam-

paign:

1st. That Summer Schools be held in
our Distriet during the coming summer
for Sunday School and Epworth League
workers.

2nd. That a committee comprising the
Chairman of the District, the District
Epworth League President, District Sun-
day School Secretary; and the Confer-
ence representative and the First Vice-
President, be a committee to arrange the
date, place and programme, after con-
sultation so far as possible with the
local Leagues and Sunday Schools.

3rd. That this committee be authorized
in preparing the programme to have re-
gard for any or all the departments of
our League work, with special reference
to the Department of Christian Endeavor.

4th. Leading up to this Summer
School, there :'ould be an evangelistic
campaign cari'd on by campaigners
which may be sent to the District, asso-
clated with the Sunday School Secre-
tary and the representatiye of the Dis-
trict Executive, separate meetings to be
held under the auspices of the local
Sunday School and Epworth League.
During this campaign, special attention
shall be pald to soul-winning, increase of
numbers, organization of new Leagues
introduction of Bible Study, inauguration
of Mission Study Classes, Junior League
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work, and possibly co-cperation between
the Adult Bible Class, teachers of the
School, and League workers.

5th. To meet the expenses of the cam-
paign and the Summer School campaign
to follow, each delegate shall pay a regis-
tration fee of fifty cents, either through
the local League or Sunday School, or
personally.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Yours faithfully,
(Names of Committee.)

PRESIDENT—Any other reports?

SECRETARY—No, Mr, President.

PuesioENT—We shall take up this re-
port under new business. It might now
be in order to call upon the different
officers of the Executive to outline
briefly plans for the work of the different
departments for the year. We shall first
hear from our First Vice-President.

First VICE-PRESIDENT—Since my elec-
tion to the position of First Vice-Presi-
dent of this District, I have given serious
thought to the best means of furthering
the interest of this Department.

Doubtless one need in this Department
of our lLeagues i more competent lead-
ers; that while almost without excep-
tion the First Vice-Presidents are sin-
cere, earnest, young Christians, desirous
of using every effort to further its high-
est interests, many of them realize their
lack of training and of knowledge as to
the best means of carrying on their
work. It seems to me, Mr, President,
that our Executive should be a central
agency, constantly on the watch for im-
proved methods of work, and dissemin-
ating this information to all the Leagues
of our District.

While some of this work could be done
by correspondence, from past experience
in local work we believe that for it to
bear fruit it is first necessary that there
should be a personal acquaintance be-
tween the different workers brought
about by visiting each League in the
District,

“TreasurerR—Such visitation would cost
money; more than we can afford.

FIrsT VICE-PRESIDENT—Yes, Mr. Presi-
dent, we realize that such is the case.
Our income is an uncertain quantity, and
at the best very limited, and inadequate
to accomplish the work, and therefore
we have had to do things on the cheap
plan, unduly curtailing the results which
we desired, but we are hoping for better
things,

To return to the subject in hand, what
we would like to see is a visit to each
League by our District officers; let the
work be explained to the members, and
their co-operation secured, and then let
the work thus started be followed up by
correspondence where further visitation
is impracticable.

Some of the subjects which it might
be well to thus lay before our Leagues
are:

The development of the praver spirit
among our members, and the encourage-
ment of the Quiet Hour.

Increased study of God's Word, and
the formation of Study Classes for that
purpose similar to those for Mission
Study.

Development of the work of the Look-
out Committee, both in regard to the
League itself, and also where feasible in
conjunction with the Sunday School, as
outlined at the Epworth Leagune and
Sunday School Institute last year.

1 think we are agreed that the Chrls-
tian Endeavor Departments of our
Leagues are not doing their best work.
There must be enthusiasm aroused,
there must be old members spiritualized
and new members brought in, there
must be the process of training and de-
veloping, there must be a systematic
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study of what programmes make the
strongest appeal to the hearer, and,
above all, the Christian Endeavor De-
partmerit must seek to win souls for the
Kingdom. 1f it fails here, then it fails
everywhere.

With these aims in view, with your
earnest co-operation, and in the guidance
and power of the Holy Spirit, 1 shall
endeavor to do during the coming year
my very best for this Department. 1
hope:

1st. To meet personally every First
Vice-President of the District, either in
the local League or at some central
point, the first preferably.

ond. To inaugurate and carry through
this summer an evangelistic campaign,
whereby some of the members of the
Executive, together with one or two
campaigners whom we might get for the
supreme purpose of soul-winning, and
touching as many local points as pos-
sible.

ard. To encourage every member of
our League to identify himself with the
Sunday School, for three reasons: To
develop himself, to help the School, and
to win recruits for the League.

4th. To make a special effort to intro-
duce the most up-to-date Look-out meth-
ods in every local society.

5th. To strengthen the Christian En-
deavor programme by dealing as ex-
haustively as possible with problems and
experiences of human life in all its
phases, that the League meetings may
be a great uplift in the lives of the
members, and do more to equip them for
service in the Master’s Kingdom.

Pres.—Shall this report be adopted,
members?

Memsers—Carried.

Pres.—What big plans has the Mission-
ary Vice-President for us this year?

MissI0NARY VICE-PRES.—Mr. President,
you have requested me to outline my
plan of work for the year upon which
we are just entering. In doing so, there
are two or three recommendations which
1 would like to make to this Executive
Committee.

First, 1 wish to recommend that our
District aim to support & missionary of
our own. As you know, we have been
assoclated with two other Districts in
our missionary work, the three districts
together supporting one missionary and
his wife in China. Of the amount re-

uired to do this, our District has raised
Zurlnk the past year $400, not quite two
cents per week per member. I would
like to point out that if we can but
raise $1,000 during the coming Yyear,
which would mean about five cents per
week per member, we may have a mis-
sionary of our own, and also have a sur-
plus toward paying his out-going ex-
penses to the fleld.

TreAsURER—Do you mean to say that
w0 can more than double our givings
within a year without doing & work
which none of us has time to do?

MissiosARy Vice-Pres—I admit that
there is not sufficient interest
present time, but 1 believe that if the
local Missionary Vice-Presidents can but
be kept in close touch with the District
organization, recelving inspiration and
the latest helps for y work,

raised to date, committee meetings held,
and so on. Their requests for assist-
ance will be answered when the next
monthly letter is sent out.

TREASURER—I am sorry to say there is
nothing in the treasury at the present
time. In fact, we are $3.45 in debt.

MISSIONARY Vice-Pres.—1 suppose this
is a matter which can be taken up again.
This work, of coruse, requires a consid-
erable amount to be expended on postage
alone.

Now regarding helps for the financial
side of the Missionary work in the lo al
Leagues. Doubtless you have all seen
the record folders and envelopes, (I have
samples with me). 1 understand that
Dr. F. C. Stephenson of the Forward
Movement Department has kindly offered
to supply each League organized for the
Forward Movement with these helps,
free of charge, so I have made & list of
the Leagues on the District, and for-
warded it to Dr. Stephenson's office, re-
questing him to send samples of ‘the
record folder, collecting envelopes, and
pledge cards, and I am their
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to see that we have present with us to-
night the District Sunday School Secre-
tary. He is invaluable in working up a
Summer School. The work of the Sun-
day School should be kept well to the
front at such a gathering. In fact, in
all our League Missionary work we
should work side by side with the Sun-
day School. Do you not think that there
should be in every Sunday School a Mis-
sionary Committee such as we have in
our Epworth Leagues, and that the Mis-
slonary Committees of these two organi-
zations should co-operate in planning for
thelr respective monthly programmes,
organizing Study Classes, and in pro-
moting systematic and proportionate
glving to Missions? With the ald of the
Sunday Schools on our District we could
not only support one missionary, but
two, and that with no very great effort
or sacrifice.

In closing, 1 would recommend that the
District officers, unitedly or separately,
visit each League during the coming
year, and that the officers canvass the
Leagues in the interest of securing a

use, and offering them a quantity
in my first letter for the year, which I
am about to send out. I am recom-
mending that every Vice-President ap-
point a Missionary Collector for every
eight persons in the Soclety, and a Mis-
sionary Treasurer to take charge of the
financial end. The Treasurer will thus
relieve the Vice-President entirely of the
financial part of the work, leaving him
free for his numerous other duties, and
this plan will also train and interest the
treasurers and collectors. Giving our
young people something to do is one of
the best ways of holding them.

Then we are planning to lay strong
emphasis on Missionary Education. We
shall never thoroughly arouse our young
people to the importance of the work of
world-evangelization until we make pro-
vision for a systematic and intelligent
study of conditions, Doubtless you are
all familiar with Mission Study Class
work—perhaps the most successful plan
of missionary education at the present
time. We hope to have at least one
Study Class in every League on our
District. A splendid new book on
the Immigration Problem in Canada has
just been published by the Forward Move-
ment Department, * Strangers ‘Within
Our Gates.”

SecRETARY—Well, I wish you success in
your venture. Where in the world you
will find leaders for this work I do mot
know. Why, we have had only three
Study Classes on the whole District the
past year.

MissIONARY VICE-PRES—That is true,
but what other Districts can do, we can
do. Take for instance the St. Thomas
District. They hold a Summer School
every year. Each League is supposed to
send at least one delegate to the school,
and here plans and methods of work are

y of our own. Shall we not
take as ours the motto, “ ALL AT IT
AND ALWAYS AT IT FOR LIFELONG
AND WORLD-WIDE SERVICE.”
PrestoENT.—This outline of the Mis-
slonary Vice-President’s plans has been
very helpful, and I am sure that she
will have the enthusiastic support of
every member of this Executive. Shall
we adopt the report as presented?
MemBeErRs—Carried.

PresiENT—These reports are certainly
very good. Shall we now call upon the
“rd Vice-President to outline his work
for the year?

3rp VicE-Pres.—Mr. President, the 1st
and 2nd Vice-Presidents have evidently
served as District officers before. Con-
sequently, they have their plans matured,
but this is my first experience as Lit-
erary Vice-President for the District.
However, I am anxious to develop and
have come here expecting to learn the
best methods of work rather than to
impart them, Since my appointment, a
number of questions have been puzzling
me, which some of you may be able to
colve. First, then, what is the definite
object I am to aim at as Literary Vice
President for this year?

PresipENT—We appreciate the Literary
Vice-President’s inquiring mind, and I
am sure members of the Executive will

glad to offer suggestions. What do
you say, Mr. Treasurer?

TREASURER.—Mr. President, this Execu-
tive may regard me as its odd member,
but, Sir, I believe in being frank, and
while 1’ assume that the Literary De-
partment is for the purpose of literary
iture, I for one believe that we should
seek to encourage all the members of
our Leagues to familiarize themselves
vih the eivic and political problems

outlined and illustrated by y
specialists, and instruction for the lead-
ing of Mission Study Classes is given.
‘Such a School means the {nspiring and
arousing of the entire District.

From the Port Burwell Schools, just
mentioned, have come eleven volunteers
this year, and these volunteers formed

they will in turn be enabled to Inspire
and arouse their members, and it is my
plan, therefore, to keep in personal touch
with every Missionary Vice-President on
the District which we represent. At the
end of each month 1 propose to ".',‘d a

t! into a band and campaigned
the District, a general awakening result-
ing. Study Classes have been organized
in almost' every League on the District.
some in the smaller centres, where such
worl was deemed an impossibility

Jetter to every y Vice-F

encouraging them to state their difficul-
ties, and to ask for help and suggestions
re the preparation of the monthly meet-
ings in their Leagues. 1 shall each
month send out a list of questions re-
garding the success of their meetings,
number of systematic subscribers, amount

k
There were 125 delegates at this School.
The fon comes to me, why can we
not haye such a Summer School?
TREASURFR.—Well, that beats every-
thing I ever heard of. We could not do
that.
MIsSIONARY Vice-Pres.—Yes, I think
we could, if we only will. Tam delighted

which confront us in individual, church
and jonal life. T , 1 am con-
vinced that we ought to encourage our
young men to read such newspapers and
mi ines as have in them & tone of
virility, aggressiveness and strength.
Let us develop in ourselves the art of
carrying our Christian rinciples into
every phase of human lilte. This we
cannot do until we understand some-
what the problems of life. For instance,
(he Montreal Witness and Canadian Life
and Resources are types of newspapers
and magazines, respectively, which every
young man ought to have in his home.
Of course, in reading newspapers, we
must learn diserimination and judgment.
1 would suggest also that the ladies be
encouraged to store their minds with in-
formation which pertains to the highest
and best in woman's world, but I'm
afraid 1 am presuming in offering this
advice.
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18T Vice-PRes—I would suggest the
gradual collection of a District Refer-
ence Library, comprised of books and
literature pertaining to Bible study, Mis-
sion study, History of the Church, His-
tory of Protestantism, History of Meth-
odism, Child Psychology, History of the
Sunday School, what young people are
doing in other churches and countries,
and In fact I would suggest gradually
enlarging this library to cover all phases
of iundny School and Epworth League
work,

LiTERARY ViIcE-PRes.—This idea of a
library i8 a good one, and I am ready
to give it a fair trial. I believe it can
be made a success,

b6rH VICE-PRES.—I suppose the Treas-
urer does not wish to exclude the study
of the poets and our great essayists?

TreASURER—No, not at all; but I would
suggest that rather than study an indi-
vidual poet like Tennyson, or an essayist
like Carlyle, literary periods to be taken
up. By so doing the reading class can
get a clearer idea of the literary age
and the periodd in which these great
writers lived and wrote.

LaTeRARY VIOE-PRES.—These suggestions
are splendid. We must have that lib-
rary, including Bible text-books and as
for the magazines and newspapers, I
have not the least objection to becoming
agent for them, provided we are work-
ing along the right lines.

8. 8. SECRETARY— Mr. President, you
will pardon me for breaking in at this
moment, but I think the suggestion of
the library is along the right line. So
far as I am concerned, I shall lend every
possible aid, and shall be glad to co-
operate with the 3rd Vice-President in
working out the idea.

4t Vice-PRes.—I would be glad to say
a word about the ErworTH ErA. This
is our young people’s organ, and I feel
sure that Mr. Bartlett, the General Sec-
retary, would be glad to have you feel
hat it is your organ. You will find an
abundance of things in it that are help-
ful and inspiring, and I feel that the
Literary Vice-President ought to make a
special effort this year to double its
circulation in this District, which by our
last report was only b

LaTERARY VICE-PRES.—In my visits to
the local Leagues I shall certainly en-
deavor to get subscriptions for this most
valuable paper. Mr. President, I think
that these suggestions will keep me busy
until the next meeting, when I hope to
bring before you a good report. I should
like to give notice of motion that Show-
How District establish a reference lib-
rary, for the use of the League and
Sunday School members of this District.

PresieNT—These outlines for the Lit-
erary Department should mean for us a
great literary interest among our mem-
bers, We shall now hear fom the Social
Vice-President.

4m Vice-Pres.—Mr. clnlrmn. we find,

the Constitu-

referring to
t1|1n, Article 1I., ‘Object, 'Hnt ‘n the
proper and efficient organization of Dis-
trict work, four essentials are necessary:

(a) Increase of spirituality.

(b) Improvement of methods of work.

(¢) To become better acquainted, so as
to be more helpful to each other.

(d) To assist in organizing new
Leagues on the Distriet, and prmotin,
in every possible way the efficiency of
those already organized.

In our report of last year it was inti-
mated that the Social Department had
under consideration, plans of work which
would be more fuily outlined at some
future meeting of the Executive. Since
my re-election to this important office,
we have not had the opportunity of meet-
ing in conference, such as this,
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Your officer nevertheless has not been
altogether idle, in her own opinion, for
out of the sixteen Leagues eleven have
been personally visited, and the moon-
light drives thoroughly enjoyed as well.

Memsers—Hear, hear.

TREASURER—The Secretary must have
been along.

In our visitations we have found that
an interchange of society or inter-visi-
tation occasionally took place between
the League at Succéss Point and Dilatory
Harbor, with the result that the latter
saw that to keep abreast of the times
they had to “get a move on” in regard
to the of their p
and work of their departments especially,
to retain within their ranks the young
men of their church, who were seeking
stronger food than mush,

At Welcome Home Bay we found
Workers extending their helpfulness to
the pastor at the Sabbath services, in
the Sunday School, and other depart-
ments of church.

At Hopeful Valley they provide ushers
at the regular church services, thus often
lifting a burden from the mind of some
elder, who had the matter in charge.
In addition, two members of the Social
Committee are to be found at regular
entrances of the church, welcoming
strangers, or long-absent church mem-
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shared the burden so long borne by the
few, and for them the Christmas
bells rang out the merrier, as they told
of One Who knew not to do His Own
will, but Who came to bear the burdens
of others,

Secrerary—I have been to social even-
ings where there has been novelty, pretty
decorations, pretty dresses, pretty invi-
tation cards, etc., and yet the attend-
ance was small, Why was that?

SociAL Vice-Pres —Because that soclal

lacked an adequate purpose. It appealed
only to the senses, and not to the soul.

SECRETARY—Do you mean to say that
at a Social evening the Missionary Com-
mittee, Look-out Committee, and every
other committee, ought to get after the
strangers and worry the life out of
them?

Sociar Vice-PrRes.—No, by no means.
I do not know that it is wise for any
committee to do such work. The Social
Committee, of course, should obtain the
names and addresses of all visitors, hand
them to the other department, whose
committees may later call upon them.
But what I mean by saying that an
appeal must be made to the soul is
simply this:

The members of the Social Committee
should be among the most unselfish and
of the League.

bers, giving them a cordial hand-shake,
and seeing further that the ushers con-
duct them to an agreeable seat, in full
view of the preacher. At the close of the
service, these same young men are on
the watch, and a supplementary band
of young women for young women. In-
vitation cards are given to strangers, on
the back of which is printed a list of
the regular church services, name of
pastor, officers, ete,

At Up-to-date Harbor the different
departments are emphasizing the fact
that they were all drawing members or
strangers toward Christ from different
positions or viewpoints, and the Social
Department is making a splendid im-
pression, drawing on the Social side.
Constantly new features are being tried,
and adapted to their local needs. For
instance, we learned that the following
had been tested successfully:

Topic Social.

Accommodation Social.

Calendar Exhibition.

L. U. B. A. Social.

Social to Serve.

Peanut Wrinkle.

G-U-E-ss.

Ge .graphical Social.
Misslonary Pho!o Social.
The $100 Social

D. B. F. Social.

Business Soclal.

Break Up Cliques Social, ete.

SECRETARY—Do you mean to say all
these things are just different ways of
holding social evenings? Where do you

nd them?

Soc1AL Vice-Pres.—Oh! I thought you
had a copy of Dr. Crews' little book,
called “ Practical Plans,” from which
most of these are culled by the various
Leagues. It can be purchased for the
small sum of thirtyfive cents. Rvery
officer in our Leagues should be in poses-
slon of this book, valuable for any de-
partment. Then our Leaguers use their
own originality, and think out ways and
means. Might I just refer you to our
League paper, THE CANADIAN EPWORTH
Era, February issue, page 89, and March
issue, page 63, in which twp excellent
types of Soclals are depicted—Bible
Games, and Missionary Soclal,

At Christmas we visited the League at
Co-Operation Point. The regular service
was omitted, and instead the Leaguers
assisted the Sunday School Superintend-
ent and officers in the annual Xmas
Festival and Distribution. They gladly -

Thelr plans, their welcome, their hand-
shake, their invitations to “‘come again,”
must be sincere, always sincere,

The recipient must feel that behind
the manifestation of sociability there is
real good will and interest. Sham socia-
bility fails, for it is hypoeritical. Sin-
cere sociability wins, because it is mo-
tived by sympathy and love.

Consequently, I strongly urge on all
Social Vice-Presidents the absolute neces-
ity of having on the committee, mem-
hers who naturally would be selected for
the Christian Endeavor and Missionary
Departments, members whose hearts are
sound and true and human, filled with
the Spirit of the Christ. To be th's Is
to be social to save. To do this is to
put ‘into operation a powerful force to
1ift up our fellow young men and women
for Christ.

Mr. President, you have heard t"is
admirable report from our 4th Vice-
President. 1 think she has struck the
right note. Let us not be shams in this
vear’s work. Let us be sincere and loyal
and energetic, and cur District work
will develop and multiply.

Shall this report be adopted?

MemBers—Carried.

PrespENT—What  about the Junior
work on the District?

BT Vice-Pres.—Mr. President, I wish
that T could make the whole Executive,
as well as the whole District, feel as I
do—that this is the most important
branch of our Epworth League work

18T Vice-Pres.—How many of our
Leagues have Junior Departments?

St Viop-Pres.—I am sorry to say
only five. Two others have catechumen
classes, which there take the place of
the Junior League, but, in the remaining
nine, no effort outside the Sunday School
is being made to train the children.

PresiENT—Have you organized any
Leagues this year?

bTH VicE-Pres.—Two only. [ have
visited every League on the District, and
where there is no Junior Department I
have urged that one be organized, but
there has been considerable indifference.
Then, it 18 very hard to get a person
who is properly qualified to take hold
of this work. However, things are more
encouraging than they were last year.

PrestoeNT—How  about the societies
that are organized—are they doing good
work? .
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fri Vice-Pres.—In  some cases Vvery
good; in others fair. The state of the
work, Mr. President, in this, more than
in any other department, depends upon
the person who is at the head. 1 find
that some superintendents make the mis-
take of trying to do everything them-

efforts children, One Junior
League on the District I consider a model.
I refer to the one at Sparkle River. It
has as superintendent an energetic young
lady, who has made a thorough study
of Junior methods. She is a very busy
person, but ghe finds time to keep
posted, and, in addition, she js a great
lover of children. The League is organ-
ized along the same lines as the Senior
League, with a number of sub-depart-
ments, and the members are all on com-
mittees, Bach department i8 under the
direction of an assistant superintendent.
The boys and girls take part in the pro-
grammes, and it 18 really wonderful how
well they can conduct a meeting.

25D Vice-Pres.—What missionary work
are the Juniors doing?

si Vice-Pres.—1 believe you dream
about missions. Yes, in some of the
Leagues they are following the Junior
Missionary Trip. This has been so suc-
cessful where it has been tried that 1
have urged it upon every superintendent,
a1 1 hope before the end of the year to
have it introduced into every one of the
societies. The Junior League and the
Sunday School are the places 'n which
the boys and the girls should receive
their missionary training.

axp Vice-Pres.—How about the giv-
ings?

51 Vice-Pres.—In  that, too, the
Juniors are doing well. 1 have found
that where they had something definite
before them, such as the Chentu Hos-
pital or the Japan Orphanage work,
there has been a greater interest shown,
and the contributions have been larger.
Some of the Super'ntendents are en-
deavoring to cultivate the habit of sys-
tematic giving among the children, but
that is not general yet. The money is
usually given through a monthly col-
lection.

1st Vick-Pres.—How are the running
expenses of the League met?

s Vice-Pres.—Mostly by a collection
once a month, One or two of the senior
societies support the Jun'or Department,
and this I believe to be the ideal way.

agp Vice-Pres.—Do you not think that
the superintendents should for the most
part be day school teachers, or at least
those who understand child life. It
seems to me there are wonderful possi-
bilities along the line of Junior League
work. But we should be careful in the
gelection of our Superintendents. They
should be able to discriminate the stages
of development in child life, and dis-
tingu'sh between the likes and dislikes
of boys and girls, be more or less stu-
dents of nature, in order that they may
accompany the members in nature
rambles, etc.

sru Vice-Pres.—1  quite agree with
what the Literary Vice has sald, and
feel quite confident that if the Junior
Department is to do its best work it
must speedily be placed in the hands of

bl
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of our work, and I want the earnest
prayer and co-operation of every mem-
ber of our Executive, in order that we
may train the Juniors on our District
for active, definite service for Christ and
the Church.

PresipENT—You have listened to this
encouraging report of our 5th Vice-Presi-
ent. Shall it be adopted?

MempERs—Care.ed.

PresipExT—We  shall now hear from
our representative to the Conference
League.

Cox. Rer.—As District Representative
to the Conference Epworth League, it
gives me a great deal of pleasure to
make my report to this meeting.
esteem it a great privilege to be thought
worthy to represent you on the Confer-
ence Epworth League Executive, the
meetings of which 1 have regularly at-
tended, and I would indeed be sorry to
miss the inspiration and help which I
have there received, and which 1 will
report in part as much as possible to
the officers and workers of the Distriet.
And just here let n.e say it i3 really a
shame that so few of our District Repre-
sentatives attend the Conference League.

Some matters which have been dis-
cussed by the Conference League from
time to time might be summed up as
follows:

1. Best methods of look-out work, i.c.
how to hold old members and win new
ones,

2. Plans for keeping records of at-
tendance, methods of visitation, etc.

3. Suggestions for a five years' pro-
~ramme, which if adopted and realized
would mean unbounded pro_ress for our
Epworth League.

4. Plans for co-operation with the
Sunday School. Suggestions were made,
looking to the organization of & normal
training class in the Epworth League,
and that all members should be members
of an Adult Bible Class. On the other
hand, it was pointed out how the Sunday
School Superintendent and teachers, by
being to some extent in the League,
might graduate younger scholars into
the Junior League, and the adult schol-
ars into the Sen'or League, where under
well-trained officers they might obtain a
preparation for active Christian service.

We have also discussed, although not
sufficient to arrive at any satisfactory
plan, the question of how the young men
~n be attracted to and held in the Ep-
worth League, especially in view of the
fact that in some cases it looks as it
the young men's clubs which were or-
ganized a few years ago would discon-
tinue.

In fact, the idea of the Conference
League is to make the Epworth League
the working organization in the Chureh,
and consequently a force to be reckoned
with against sin, and in the building up
of the local church work.

Now, Mr. President, I would make one
or two suggestions, and 1 am through.

Inasmuch as there is S0 little interest
shown in the Conference Executive by
the District Representative, and inas-
much as we should have men present
at the meetings of the Conference
League who are closely identified with
District work, 1 would suggest that the
District Representative to the Confer-
ence League be in every case the Dis-

guperintendents who are t ghly ac-
quainted with child life.

What are your plans for

Bri -Pres.—In the first place, 1
am going to try to put a Junior Depart-
ment into at least five of the nine
Leagues where there are none now. We
shall endeavor to extend the plan of
systematic glving, and more than ever
{0 ‘rain the children for active Christian
service. The Junior league, as 1 said
hefore, is the most important department

trict P t. This would keep him in
ouch constantly with the work which
the Conference Executive are endeavor-
ing to do on the District.

TreasureR—I thought it was the duty
of the Conference League only to pre-
pare for the biennial con i
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officers kept in touch more with the Con-
ference officers.

41 Vice-Pres—Well, 1 have been @&
District officer for some time, and only
once have 1 recelved any communica-
tion from a Conference officer.

Cox. Rep.—That may be. But the idea
that there should be closer relationship
between the Conference and the Dis-
tricts is growing. And 1 believe, more-
over, that the Conference officers should
be the very best young people of the
Conference—experts in their depart-
ments—whose duty it will be to obtain
for us the best suggestions from every
gource, and to devise big plans for the
whole Conference, which the Districts
might work out.

PresipENT—This, then, shall stand as
a notice of motion. At our next meet-
ing, the Conference Representative will
move that henceforth the President of
the District Executive be our representa-
tive to the Conference Executive.

PaesipENT—The Treasurer's Report.

TREASURER—Mr. President, the Treas-
urer's report to-night is not one to call
forth much congratulation, but when we
take all tiiings into consideration, there
is perhaps something to be very thank-
ful for in the fact that the showing is
as good as it is.

Receipts from collection at last

Convention .... «eceeresiees $11 00
Disbursements:
Gotown Convention Printing
Expenses 3. v 4 050

106

Deficit

$3 45

As 1 stated previously, the showing is
not as favorable as 1 would like, and 1
would, therefore, suggest that we con-
sider the advisability of requesting each
League to assist the Conference League
and the District Executives, on the fol-
lowing basis: $1.00 for Leagues with a
membership of 50 or under; $2.00 for
Leagues who have over 50 to 100 mem-
bers, and $3.00 for those that have over
100 members, monies to be collected by
Conference Treasurer, and distributed.

In making this suggestion, in order to
strengthen our finances and influence, 1
do so feeling that it s rather humiliat-
ing for any organization, be it ever S0
successful in carrying out the work for
which it was founded, when the expendi-
ture exceeds the receipts.

If the ieagues were nppmlched. and
the needs of the District placed before
them in a forcible manner our income
would be largely augmented, and the
Executive would be in a ition to
carry on their work more energetically.

Mr. President, the plan as outlined
appears to me the most feasible at pres-
ent, and until the Bpworth League and
funday School Department of our Church
be placed on the same footing as the
Missionary, Superannuation, Bduca-
tional, or any other schemes of our
Church, and the Church as a whole be
appealed to for an annual collection in
support of these most worthy ' depart-
ments.

PresiExT—We  shall deal with this
report under new business. We have
with us at our Executive meeting the
District Sunday School Secretary, an
office created at the last meeting of the
General Conference for the purpose of

Cox. Rep.—No, it seems not. The Dis-
~inline provides for their assistance in
District work, and from what I have
heard at the meetings of the Executive,
it would be a splendid thing if District

st ing and i interest in
Sunday School work. We are glad to
have him with us. We realize that the
spirit of unity and co-operation between
the BEpworth League and the Sunday
School is in the air, and shall, therefore.
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be glad to hear from our brother Secre-
tary,

8. 8. Skcrerary—Mr. President and
members of the District Executive, I
must thank you cordially for your

District is 2,600. At a dollar per mem-
ber this would mean a contribution to
Missions from the schools of $2,600,
while now we contribute only $174.
And not only could we raise money for
in this way, but we could teach

thoughtful di in ding to me
an invitation to be present with you at
a meeting of your District Executive.
I haye come to the conclusion that until
such time as there may be a federal
union of all the young people’s forces
in the Church, the Sunday School and
Epworth League can do much by co-
operating in their work. I think we are
seeing more and more that the work of
the Sunday School is essentially to teach
the scholar Bible truths and principles
which will enable him to develop a
sturdy Christian character, while the
work of the League Is rather that of
training. The organization of the
League is such that the scholar of the
school, whether boy or girl or adult, can
find ample scope to practically work out
the laws of the Kingdom and of self-
development which he has learned from
the superintendent and from his teacher.
It will be seen, therefore, that these
two organizations do not oppose each
other, nor do they cover the same ground.
They are rather complementary, ard in
working together with a perfect organiza-
tion and high ideals w'll bring about
a condition in the Church which would
be most conducive to the best and high-
est life. 1 am here, therefore, to seek
your co-operation; not only your sym-
pathy, but your active assistance in de-
veloping and expanding our Sunday
School work on the District.

First, 1 should like your co-operation
in interesting the ministers more in our
Sunday School work.

TreAsURER—Do you mean to say that
there are some pastors who do not take
much interest in the Sunday School?

8. 8. SecreTARY—Yes, T am afrald this
is true. Sometimes, of course, our pas-
tors have not the time. Visitation, finan-
¢ial problems, and other worries, 80
engross their mind that they have not a
minute to give to the growth and de-
velopment of the Sunday School, except
in a very general way. Other pastors
are more or less indifferent to our fun-
day School work. Now, I believe it is
of the greatest importance that our min-
isterial leaders should be prophets and
seers, and as such they must be brought
to see that the success of the Method'st
Church on this District and throughout
Canada depends upon the Sunday School
and young people's societies of the pres-
ent. Who is to lead unless the preacher?
I am confident that if the Committee of
the District Epworth League, co-operat-
ing with the District Sunday School
Secretary, would take it upon themselves
to interest every pastor personally in
his local League and school, we shall
have accomplished much for our organ-
ization.

In the second place, 1 seek your co-

operation to inaugurate and develop the
Forward Movement for Missions in our
schools. 1 was struck by the plans un-
folded by your 2nd Vice-President in
respect of the work to be attempted for
the present year. I am coming to feel,
however, that the greatest fleld of Mis-
slonary effort is neither in the Epworth
League or in the Church, but in the
Sunday School, Why, I am told that
there is a Sunday School in To'onto
whose membership is only 500, and whose
average attendance is only 300—EIm
Street Sunday School I think they call
it—that raised two years ago for Mis-
sions $600, and last year $528. This
same school has already this year sub-
scribed $450. The school is compara-
tively a poor one, and yet gives on an
average $1 per member. In looking up
the minutes I find that the number of
scholars in the Sunday Schools on this

the boy and girl how to contribute sys-
tematically to all branches of Church
work, and not only so, but by proper
teaching of Missions in the school,
through travels and text-books, etc, we
could make real missionaries of a large
number of them. Now, my point is this,
here is the work that can be done in the
school. You have the workers to do it.
Co-operate with us in the school, and 1
guarantee that we will astonish you by
our glvings.

4ri Vice-Pres,—What do you mean by
co-operate? Do you mean in glvings or
in help?

8. 8. SecrRETARY—We do not want your
glvings. We are desirous that you should
contribute through your League more
and more, but we do want your help.
For instance, I understand the League
has a strong Missionary organization at
Sparkle River, but at that appointment
the local Sunday School contributes noth-
ing to Missions. Now what is to pre-
vent the Missionary Vice-President, on
visiting Sparkle River League, to get in
touch with the pastor and Superintend-
ent of the school, and one or two mem-
bers of the League, who are teachers in
the school, and Missionary enthusiasts,
and organize a Sunday School Missionary
Committee, having as Chairman a
League member who is competent to
interest the teachers through Mission
Study to interest their scholars, with a
view to their contributing systematically
to Missions?

In the third place, the Epworth League
may co-operate with the Sunday School
in Bible study. I do not wish to be at
all critical of the League, but I must
say that your members are shamefully
deficient in Bible knowledge. As you
know, the A. B. C. Movement is expand-
ing very rvapidly. It is my purpose to
organize an Adult Bible Class in every
Sunday School on this District, and I
shall look to you as Active members of
the League to see that your members.
both Active and Aseociate, unite wher-
ever possible with such class. It is easy
to see wherein this co-operation would
mutually help the two organizations,

In the fourth place, the Bnworth
League should supplement the Sunday
School teaching staff. A short time ago
I stated that the League was the train-
ing organization of the Church. 1 think
you will agree with me that this is true,
and if it be true, then you should give
some practical demonstration of your
profession. In every Sunday School in
this District trained teachers are needed.
1 wonld suggest that you consider the
organization of normal training classes
in your local Leagues, with the idea of
assisting the Superintendent to properly
man his school.

As 1 have already said, I was most
interested in hearing the Treasurer out-
line his plan for the District reference
library. 1 think we should see to it
that the departments of Sunday Schools
and Epworth Leagues ghould keep us all
in touch with the latest and best books
on normal training, child psychology,
the development of the boy and the girl,
methods of Sunday School and Epworth
League work, ete. This District library
would also perhaps assist us in working
out later a system of correspondence, or
even a correspondence school, under the
supervision of the General Secretary and
his Associates, which would enable us
to pass regular examinations in these
several subjects,

But, Mr. President, I do not want to
longer trespass on your time. 1 simply
wish to bring these few suggestions be-
fore you, to show that there are practi-
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cal ways in which you as leaders in the
Epworth League can be of valuable
assistance to us in our Sunday School
work, and 1 want to once more assure
you of my active sympathy with you in
all departments of the Young People's
work.

PresipENT—The Sunday School Secre-
tary is certainly aggressive and up-to-
date, and not afraid to blaze out new
lines of work. I can assure him of our
willingness to co-operate with him in
the work he has suggested, and before
we adjourn I trust some step will be
taken to effect such co-operation.,

SecreTARY—I1 have been very inter-
ested in what the Sunday School Secre-
tary has sald. I am afraid I have some-
times thought that the Sunday School
aid not give the League its due, and per-
haps on some occasions it was justified
in 8o doing. But the Secretary of our
District has certainly shown an appreci-
ation of the League's effort. to which
we must respond. 1 should like to point
out, however, that he has presented only
one side of the question, viz, How the
League can help the School. As the
Secretary will see, there is another side
to the question, and a very important
one from the standpoint of the League,
that is, How can the Sunday School heln
the Bpworth League? One of the daifm-
culties which the League has is to or-
ganize and carry out a verfect look-out
and visitation svstem. This part of our
work is essential. and it is undoubtedly
essential to the Sunday School, and in-
deed to the whole Church. [ have often
thought that it might be possible for
the Sunday School and League to co-
operate in look-out work, for the pur-
pose of looking after absent members,
and securing new members from time to
time, and finding congenial work for
them to do. 1 see no reason why renre-
sentatives of the teachers and the Advlt
Bible Class should not join with the
Look-out Committee of the League in
working the Church and the community
in the interests both of the Sundav
School and Epworth League. and inci-
dentally of the whole Church. More-
over, if the teachers of the school were
more interested in the work of the
League, there should be no reason why
they should not influence their scholars
at a certain age to become active mem-
bers of the League, and so provide op-
portunity for their development. In
fact, there should be no reason why the
teacher should not at an opportune time
bring his whole class of girls or boys, as
the case may be, into the League. The
organizations of the Church are many.
but the work of the Church is one. and
the organizations, therefore, ought to
work in harmony and co-operation.

8. 8. SrcrErARY—I am quite prepared
to admit that there is the other side to
this question, and I am glad that the
League has brought it out. and I can
only once more state my willingness to
co-operate with you for the purpose of
mutual benefit and help.

Secrerary—If in order, Mr. President,
1 feel like making a motion at this
point?

PresioENT—I suppose this matter really
should come up under new business, but
if you are agreeable we will have any
motion on this matter just now.

SEcRETARY—I move that the President
and the 1st and 2nd Vice-Presidents be
a committee to co-operate with the Sun-
day School Secretary in maling a sur-
vey of our District, with a view of unit-
ing our forces in Christian effort along
such lines as have been suggested to-day.

5t Vice-Pres,—I have pleasure in
seconding this motion. 1 belleve that
there should be a direct relation hetween
the intermediate scholars of the school
and the Junior League, and I trust that
this Committee in their deliberations
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will have regard for this side of the
work.

S, S. SecreTARY—I should Dbe very
glad to co-operate With such a committee.

PresiExT—Are you ready for this
motion? All who favor its adoption,
please signify. Carried unanimously.

Is there any unfinished business?

TreasureR—Your bill still remains un-
paid, Mr. President, and 1 regret very
much to say that there are no funds
on hand. 1 am hoping that the new plan
which I have to submit to-day will ob-
viate this difficulty in future, and that
your bill, sir, will be paid shortly.

PresipEsT—That will be quite satis-
factory. Is there any further unfin-
ished business, Mr. Secretary? [ might
also say that the Committee apppointed
for the preparation of the programme
for the Annual Convention fis making
some progress, and hopes to work out
something which will prove helpful and
interesting.

SpcRETARY—] think there is nothing
further under the head of unfinished
business.

PuesipEsT—Is there any new business?
We have before us several communica-
tions, and it is now in order for the
Executive to deal with them. Here is a
letter from Samuel Fairfax, President
of the Endeavor Conference League,
calling our attention to Summer Schools,
closer relations between the District
League and the Conference League, and
the possibilities of co-operation between
the Sunday School and Epworth League.
What shall we do with these recom-
mendations?

Literary  Vice-Pres.—I  think the
adoption of the report of the Committee
on Summer Schools meets the reference
to that line of work.

TreASURER—It seems to me that the
idea of closer relations between the Dis-
trict League and the Conference League
is a good one. I understand that the Dis-
trict Representative very seldom attends
the Conference Executive. Consequently,
there is scarcely any connection between
them. In order to establish this rela-
tion, 1 would move that this Executive
recommend the election of the President
of the District League for the time being
as representative of the District to the
Conference League, and that a copy of
this resolution be forwarded to the Con-
ference League Secretary, in order that
the recommendation may be handed to
the other Districts of the Conference.

Soc1AL Vick-PresipENT—] am somewhat
loath to second the motion, as our own
representative has been exceedingly loyal
to the Conference League, but from what
he has said tonight, he is the only repre-
sentative who attends, and consequently
1 second the motion.

PresipENT—Does this motion meet with
vour favor?

Mempers—Carried.

PrEsipENT—We have here a letter from
George Hopeful, Secretary of the En-
deavor Conference League, in respect of
the Biennial Convention next fall, and
asking for suggestions for the pro-
gramme, etc.

1st Vice-Pres.—I move, Mr. President,
that the Secretary be instructed to write
Mr. Hopeful, promising our sympathy
and co-operation in the Convention, and
guaranteeing an attendance of twenty-
five members from our District, and that
we recommend strongly that the pro-

gramme deal with big things in a prac- °

tical way. 1 for one think that we as
Leaguers deal too much with trivial mat-
ers, and do not appreciate sufficiently
our opportunities and advantages in this
age.

511 Vice-Pres,— second the motion.
pPresieExT—If you favor this motion,
please signify.
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Carried.

PresmENT—Shall we take any action
in respect of the letter of Charles
‘Worker, Secretary of Sparkle River
League, in connection with the estab-
lishment of a District reference library
for the use of Sunday School and Ep-
worth League leaders and workers?

LITERARY VICE-PRES.—I appreciate the
fact that there are some difficultics in
the way of the establishment of such a
library, especially as we are % rural Dis-
trict. However, 1 shall be prepared to
co-operate with the Suuday School Sec-
retary to advertise aud look after the
books if they are secured.

TreasuReR—Mr. President, we cannot
secure these books without funds, and
so far as 1 can see we have no way of
raising money at the present time.
Would it not be better to appoint a com-
mittee to investigate the need, and how
the need might be met, and report to a
special meeting of the Bxecutive. In
fact, 1 will move that a committee, con-
sisting of yourself and the Literary Viee-
President, be appointed to co-operate
with the District Sunday School Secre-
tary, to do this.

MiISSIONARY VICE-PRESIDENT—I second
the motion, and would ask the Commit~
tee not to forget missions.

18t Vice-Pres.—While 1 endorse the
motion heartily, 1 would ask the Com-
mittee to especially consider the possi-
bility of securing text-books which might
assist us as a District in the study of
the Bible, and pamphlets which would
aid us in look-out work.

PresmeNt—I take it for granted that
the need of all departments will be fully
considered by this Committee.

Memsens—Carried.

PpresiENT—James Rally, Associate Sec-
retary of the Sunday School and Ep-
worth League Standing Committee, has a
Jetter here which calls our attention to
the five-year policy which was adopted
by the Sunday School and Epworth
League Institute, at the Metropolitan
Church in April, 1908, What shall we
do with this letter? Perhaps it might
be well to ask the Secretary to read this
poliey.

SECRETARY reads:

Sunday School and Epworth League In-
stitute, Metropolitan Church, Toronto,
April 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, 1908,

« Suggestions for a Five-Year Policy for
the Sunday Schools and Epworth
Leagues of Toronto Conferance.”

We, the and rep ives
of the various Sunday Schools and Ep-
worth Leagues of Toronto Conference,
assembled in this Sunday School and
Epworth League Institute, believing that
we should jointly and severally take o
forward step in the prosecution of our
work in its several departments, and
believing that to this end we should
have in mind aims and lines of policy
which are at once sane, practical and
statesmanlike, do hereby undertake,
being our helper, to carry into actual
realization, wherever possible, during
the next five years, the following sug-
gestions:

1. To establish at least one Bible Study
Class supplementary to the International
Lesson series in every church,

2. To plan and carry into effect au
aggressive Misglonary campaign, involv-
ing the realization of the following sug-
gestions:

(a) To organize the Sunday Schools
and Epworth Leagues, and other Young
People’s Societies not yet touched by the
Forward Movement along the lines of
“ Pray, Study, Give.”

(b) To organize and establish at least
one Mission Study Class in every church.

(c) To increase our united givings
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through the Forward Movement at least
20 per cent, every year.

(d) To consider more thoughtfully
and prayerfully our individual relation
and responsibility to definite personal
work, the ministry of our Church in all
its branches, and the great Missionary
enterprise at home and abroad.

3. To organize in every church and
continue a normal training class, com-
prising members of the Sunday School
and Epworth League, with a view to
their work in the Sunday School.

4. To organize and instruct in every
church Catechumen Classes among the
juniors of our schools and Leagues, and
%o introduce wherever advisable a Junior
Department in the League, for the pur-
pose of bringing our boys and girls into
active church membership.

5. To organize and establish in every
Sunday School the Adult Bible Classes,
along the lines of the A. B. C. Move-
ment.

6. To perfect our Look-out Department
in the League and the school, and wher-
ever expedient to organize a joint Look-
out Board in every church, whose duty
it shall be, in conjunction with the
pastor, to take charge of the Look-out
work of such church.

7. To make in every church at least
the beginnings of such a library for
adults as might be a benefit to all Sun-
day School and Epworth League work-
ers, and to pursue, through the Literary
Department, such courses of study as
will contribute to our culture and de-
yelopment along lines of Christian citi-
zenship.

8. To strengthen our Soclal Depart-
ment in such a way as to intensify our
interest in the solution of the social
problems which confront us. having spe-
clal regard to the prosecution of tem-
perance and moral reform.

9. To systematically and continuously
pray for God's blessing upon our joint
and several efforts in the extension of
His Kingdom, and to do everything
our power to encourage co-operation Le-
tween the Sunday Schools and Epworth
Leagues along the lines above suggested,
and in every department of Christian
work.

PresesT—1 feel that this is some-
thing definite and concrete that we might

carry out In our own District during
the five-year period. Shall we attempt
it?

8 S8 SecreTARY—If you will permit
me, Mr. President, 1 would say that
insofar as 1 can be of any assistance in
realizing this policy, 1 shall gladly do
g0, and, moreover, shall gladly co-operate
with you or any of the Committee which
you may feel disposed to appoint, to
extend work along the lines mentioned
in the policy.

MISSIONARY Vicr-Pres.—Mr. President,
1 move that we adopt this policy as our
District Policy, and that each Vice-
President and Sunday
be a committee to act individually, and
as a committee, to carry out the policy.

LiTeraRy  Vice-Pres.—I second this
motion, and shall certainly do my best
to see it through.

PresipENT—All who favor the adoption
of this policy, and will guarantee to
give their active support, please rise.

(Motion carried by standing vote.)

PrestENT—There remains the letter of
Dr. F. C. Stephenson, in respect of sum-
mer campaign work. What is your
pleasure in this matter?

9xp Vice-Pres.—1 think we should not
adjourn without taking some definite ac-
tion herein, As I have already indicated,
we hope to launch out upon broader
lines this year, and I think it would be
fine to open our work by a big Mission-
ary campaign. 1 would, therefore, move
that the President, and, if 1 may sug
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gest, the 2nd Vice-President, be a com-
mittee to co-operate with the Chairman
of the District and the District Sunday
School Secretary in arranging for the
itinerary, and discussing the advisability
of holding a Summer School at the close
of the campaign, and, in short, to have
the whole matter in charge.
TreEASURER—I would second that mo-
tion, but would suggest that no heavy
indebtedness be incurred.
PRESIDENT—ATe you
question?
Carried.
There is also the report of the Com-
mittee on Summer Schools,
3mp Vice-Pros.—Might 1 point out, Mr.
President, that the report of this Com-
mittee is very much along the line of
work for the doing of which we have
just appointed a committee. I would
move, therefore, that this report be
handed over to this special committee
on the understanding that they are to
have regard for its recommendations in
working out their campaign and pre-
paring for the Summer School

ready for the
If in favor, please indicate,

Coxr. Rep—I second this motion. 1
might further say that, although 1 have
not taken much part in the discussions,
I have learned a great deal, and shall
endeavor to present some of the ideas
which you have adopted to the next
weeting of the Conference Executive, in
order that other Districts may be st'mu
lated to map out a similar campaign

PRESIDENT—ATe you ready for the
question? Those who favor the adop-
tion of this motion, please signify. Car-
ried.

PRESIDENT—By the way, we still have
the Treasurer's report to pass upon.
What is your wish in respect of this
report? You will remember that the
main feature was that the givings of
the local League should be collected by
the Conference Treasurer, and that he
should distribute the proceeds among
the District Treasurers. Do you agree
to this prineiple?

Coxr. Rep.—So far as the District is
concerned. I feel that the plan submitted
by the Treasurer would be more im-
mediately successful if the collection
were made by the District Treasurer,
and the proportion going to the Confer-
ence Treasurer forwarded to him. How-
ever, I can readily see that the Treas-
urer's plan of having the money collected
by the Conference Treasurer, and dis-
tributed through him, will result in a
closer relation between the Conference
Executive and the District Executive,
and as this is what we are endeavoring
to bring about, I move that the report
be adopted, and that it be presented to
the Conference Executive for confirma-
tion, with a view to having it placed in
the Epworth League Constitution. In
the meantime, 1 suppose we will have
to rely upon the old plan of the Con-
vention collection, and so on.

1st Vice-Pres.—The same thought oc-
curred to me, but I am prepared to
walve any immediate results for the
larger results which I trust will work
out. I second the motion.

PRESIDENT—Are you prepared to accept
this motion that the report of the Treas-
urer be adopted?

MeMmpers—Carried.

Is there any, further business? If
not, a motion for adjournment is in
order, Before adjournment, however,
I wish to thank you for your attend-
an-e, and for the enthusiasm and prac-
tical interest yon have shown in the
work for the coming year. We are cer-
tainly attempting to do large things, but
I feel sure that through prayer and co-
operation one with the other, we can
accomplish all that we are attempting
| am confident that you and I will feel
that we are responsible not only for the

work of our own District, but that our
influence and our efforts may be felt
throughout our Conference and natlon;
that, in fact, we are associated with
other Districts and other organizations
in the work of redeeming the world.
There is everything, therefore, to en-
courage us and to inspire us to put forth
our best efforts in the extension of
Christ’s Kingdom, 1 bespeak for each
of you throughout the year a rich Chris-
tian experience, and abundant success in
your special line of work. A motion for
adjournment is now ‘in order.

Cox. Re 1 move that we adjourn.
TreasUuRER—I second the motion.
PresipENT—Carried.  This meeting is

adjourned.

The 1. B.R. A

This abbreviation should be familiar
to all as meaning “ International Bible
Reading Association.”. This great or
ganization works for the deepening of
the spiritual life of the people. It adopts
as a method a system of daily readings
in connection with the International
funday School Lessons so familiar to us
all. These daily readings are found in
nearly all Sunday School periodicals as
the “ daily readings.” But the I. B. R. A
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and the people together daily. We hope
to revive the old custom of daily family
worship. That these daily readings are
found in the Sunday School periodicals
is in part accidental. The publishers of
these papers, seeing the help these read-
ings would be to the people, and per-
haps secure a wider use of the paper,
have requested and obtained permission
to print these readings. For this privi-
lege editors usually give a contribution
toward the extenson of the work of (he
Association. The central office of the
I. B. R. A. is in London, England, under
a Committee of the Sunday School
Union, with Mr. Charles Waters as the
chief secretary. The Ontario Distriet
Secretary is Frank D. Price, 351 Sher-
bourne Street, Toronto, to whom all
applications for information or supplies
may be sent. This great work is engag
ing the hearts of many of our most
prominent Christian workers. We ask
the co-operation and sympathy of young
people especially, and hope that many
more will volunteer to become “ Branch
Secretaries. FrRANKE D. PRICE

Fort William Epworth
League

The Epworth League Reading Circle
of Wesley Methodist Church, Fort Wil

E.L. READING CIRCLE, FORT WILLIAM, ONT., 1909

has a literature and membership of its
own, It publishes a yearly card of mem-
bership, on which are found the Sunday
School lessons, subjects and daily read-
ings; also a leaflet for each month, on
which are the titles, lessons, golden
texts, daily readings, and comments on
each day's reading; also a quarterly
circular letter. These are supplied free
to branches or individuals, who in On-
tario pay an annual fee of five cents per
member. Leaflets A and B give general
information, and are supplied free. Thus
a “branch” may be formed in connec-
tion with a church, Sunday School, an
pworth League, or other society. It
is especially helpful in the League, in
assisting the members to keep the part
of the pledge, “ to read a portion of the
Bible daily.” 1t is supplied to classes
in the Sunday School or in the Home
Department. At present the enrolled mem-
bership in English-speaking branches is
over 950,000, besides foreign-speaking
members. Branches are formed in more
than eighty countries. We have more
than 5,000 enrolled members in Ontario
In addition to this, through the Depart-
ment of Education, we are supplying the
teachers of the public and high schools
in Ontario, over 9,000 in number., Thus
we hope that nearly 200,000 pupils will
daily hear the Word of God read in the
schools. We aim at getting the Bible

llam, have spent many profitable hours
during the past few months in study.

The meetings were interesting and
inspiring. Many lessons were learned as
they studied, “The Apostle of the
North” (Young), giving an account of
Rev. James Evans’ work among the
Indians; * Golden Deeds™ (Yonge), re
lating many acts of bravery, and, “ Back
to Oxford, or The Origin of Methodism "
(Potts).

The Circle met weekly for mental
improvement, Two leaders had charge
of each meeting, and after two hours
thoughtful study, refreshments were
served, and arrangements made for the
next meeting. There was a membership
of twenty-three. Visitors and strangers
were always welcomed

In a city like Fort Willilam, where
there are so many contra attractions, a
course such as this proved very helpful
and a great blessing to the young peo-
ple. It encouraged the backward mem-
bers to take more active part in the
meetings, and was an excellent method
of entertaining strangers, and thus in-
teresting them in the work of the
League.

The Circle has disorganized for the
summer, but purpose forming another
this fall. We hope that many other
similar ones will be formed.
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OUR JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

A Junior League Superin- AUGUST 20. — FROM JAPAN TO  Dbuilt on the middle. At one end the cap-

tendent Must Learn CHENTU, WEST CHINA. A visit to  tain and his family and the cook live,
our new hospital at Chentu. (Mis- and at the other end our trackers, the
—_The way to a child's heart. sionary Meeting.) men who pull us up the rapids. Now
—The practical value of a smile. the captain is killing a rooster for good
How to obtain and maintain order. SHANGHAL luck, and putting the feathers and blood
The best way to promote reverence. It is a week since we left Japan, and over the bow of the hoat. Ve are off
The utility of system in arranging  here we A% in China, at the mouth of at last, and expect to live on the house-
meetings. the Woosung River. We must leave the boat two months, and travel 1,000 miles
__That juniors require personal treat-  Empress of China, the ship which in it to Kiating.
ment. brought us from Japan. Look, there on CHUNGKING.
How to utilize the busy activities of the  the wharf are Mr. Hartwell and Mr.
children. Endicott, two of our missionaries fromn We hire a new set of men for the rest
The nature of the junior's home sur: SzChuan, They are so glad to see Us of the way. Here we find missionaries
roundings. {hat we feel we have met old friends. of several denominations. Y
—The co-operative usefulness of com- “ Come along, girls and boys, this way. The rapids are past, ol evening “‘“'I
mittees. We take these little steam launches to morning as we hold service We ask God
That patience is a supreme virtue. Shanghal, which 1s about twelve miles up to take oare of I i o i
_How to train leaders for future League  the Woosung River, and has a popula- ger, and we than mi 1or K S
service, tion greater than Montreal and 'l“oyonln Our mext stop is LuChow where Mr.

and Mrs. Jolliffe and Dr, and Mrs. Fer-

Thp secret omnipotence of love. put together, about 650,000, Mr. Endi- % "

e eabine the study, and Working cott and Mr. sbout o can answer ques- 5" visited our bOASS.
use of the Bible. tions about China as fast as we can ask KIATING,
—That no work done for Christ among them “ Here we are at Shanghal,” Mr.

It is just a month gince we left Chung-

p N . 3 king, and here we are at Kiating. Mr.
¥ =S ‘Im;me'l m'1;|h-:reu the old Union “"'f. and Mrs. Qu\rmlmrh and Dr. and Mrs.
WeekKly Topics e _aq gh on that big flag pole. Crawford are delighted to see US. We

o L s .B" the warships In the  fee] as if we Know Mr. Quirmbach, since
AUGUST 22.—O0BEDIENCE TO PAR- harbor; weren't those Chinese junks  we have read his book, * From Opium

His little ones can BEO unrewarded.  Endicolt calls out We are all glad to g0

ENTS.—Eph. 6. 1, 2. queer?”” * Look at those wheelbarroWs—  jriend to Preacher.

, why, people are riding on them.” he hospital, the church, "and the

l_‘1. What s the ffth commandment? Whizz! Whew! There go two SO0 s ospital, S nteresting. _Kiating

£x. <0, 1a. Dbiles! and look at those coolies carrying  was one of our first mission stations in
What promise goes with it? Eph bundles and baskets sWung on poles!” West China.

We shall never forget our day in this

3. How are children to obey? Eph. city. We are all tired and ready to g0 s

6. 1; Col. 3. 20. on the beautiful river steamer which will Between Kiating and Chentu there (*’n
’ “ " take us up the Yangtse River to Han- @ large number of market towns. ur
4. What y (4

T m:f’l “(::‘;:.mﬂl"l‘ v:‘l‘:h l'nrd mean?  Low, 500 miles from Shanghal. missionaries visit as many of these as
5 ’ . they can. Chentu is the capital of the

. -'l “*;“'ﬁ_ it l“?ﬂ“ ﬁh“; ‘h:‘ pm;::nls .::re FROM SHANGHAI TO ICHANG. province, and the h?adquarler: of luur
o be living “in the Lorc " when they o mission. Mr. Hartwell says there s a

command, or that the children are to M Mr. Endicott stayed in Shanghai, while wonderful work being done in the towns

obey * in the Lord,” or both? Mr. Hartwell is conducting our large  hich he vieits north of Chentu. Here

o " 5 party to Sz-Chuan Province, where we &
6. “ For this is right.” What does he i the old hospital; it looks very small
&1 will visit our Mission Stations. OUr  Gyer there is the hew hospital which we

rlns-All" Is it “right” for a parent to steamer is like one of the St. Lawrence

X o J » bee! 5 't it geod to
‘l“““l“m"d a child to do anything that lh(; River steamers. Here we are at Nan- :::e“_-. n“;:or:a‘:\: :?.‘;“gli:!(n :,h‘ou'fcf 80
,ord would not wish to have done king, 250 miles up the Yangtse. We often. 'l wonder which are the bricks

M (Explain that it is never right to do a have the

Bxplt 4 pleasure of calling on Dr. Iped to put in. We feel that
,‘ :\m:‘gn‘“.“ g0, MLEE Whv faAy (AR 56 | EA who lived In Canada for foar (nhT;r:: ::r{’ of lhl:l bullt‘l\ns belongs to
i o do it.) years, and graduated from Toronto Uni- g hecause we were working and pray-

are parents to bring up their versity, Hankow is our next stop. Here here in China.
S See verse 4. Both go to- we take a smaller steamer. Mr. Hart- ‘I;f g’,‘;‘:‘m:::,kw‘:‘: (::(:sgh :;e ?mudlng.
gether—the parent and child—in the Wwell has told us many things about Han- an;! explained everything to us. he
spirit of obedience to Christ. Then, the  Kow: it is the largest tea market in the  poof is on, but of course there is a great
£ parent never o his child to do any- world, and is one of three cities all cloge  geal of work to be done yet before
thing but what fis “right” *in the together, the combined population of  patfents can be received. After we had
Lord” and the child is * right " in obey-  Which is 2,000,000, We are going slowly.  heen all through, Dr. Ewan took us out
ing.  This obedience “is well pleasing and Mr. Hartwell says the sand in the on the wall of the city, to let us see
; unto the Lord.” river bed changes 80 often that the cap- what a fine view of the building we can
! | . Name sorie ways in which children tain must be careful or we would stick.  get from there. 1 think we all feel more
] may dishonor their parents. glad ':lﬂ eve; that w: boys :md"glrh:
9. Find t have had such a great opportun y o
1ong m":; n"‘g""l‘r d::xm:%"‘:;““BS“O(,'“‘_“‘P.‘::““"‘:&‘; Here we leave the steamer, for it can-  helping Dr. Ewan and all the other mis-

children. Ln:t go up the raplds in the river, which  sionaries in West China.
gin just above Ichang. Look at the
10, Name some Bible sons who dishon- strings of cash—coppers with holes in

1CHANG.

SUPPLIES.

‘(’";e" ”‘l““’ father, and brought ruin upon  them strung on a cord—and the lumps The Story of Blake and Young 5
| emselves. of silver, such queer money, but we hire  cents; Hospital Cards, Programme, free:
| 11. Name a New Testament boy who the houseboat men with it. China for Juniors, 10 cents. Order from
was true to his mother's teaching, and A number of us think a boat is F Methodist Mission

k . B,
became a very useful man. something like a scow, with a woodshed ~ Rooms, Toronto.—A. D. 8.
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SEPT. 5—~ARMOUR WE MAY WEAR
BEph. 6. 10-17.

1. How may we be strong? v. 10.

2. How can God's power make us
mighty?

3. What is “ armour " for ?

4. What does " stand against " mean?

5. Against whom must we stand? Why?

6, What kind of a spirit in us will
help us “ stand "'?

7. How many pleces can you find in
the lesson that are included in the Chris
tian's armour?

8. Is there any armour for the back?
Why not? -

9. If a Chris'ian does not *‘ withstand
in the evil day,” what may he expect?

10. If he bravely fights against every
thing that is evil, will he be dellvered,
and how?

11. Think of some of the great vic
tories that the brave soldiers of God have
won, and win your own. Don't forge!
“praying always,” and * watching” if
you would do good fighting in the army
of the Lord

SPPT. 12—CONTENTED ALL THE
TIME. Phil. 4. 11, 12

1. Paul is speaking of worldly posses
sions,

2. He had not all that others had

3. But he had no ambition to be a rich
man,
He was in the way of duty for

6. He knew that his Master was
pleased with him.

6. So did not trouble about gratifying
his bodily appetites.

7. He was content with enough. and
did not seek abundance of earthly goods

8. The reason was that he would
sooner serve Christ and go hungry than
deny Him, and live richly.

9. The secret of all is in v. 13. There
is the true Strength

10. Why are so many of us discon
tented with what we have?

Victor’s Victory
BY TOUISE MULKAISER.

Victor and his mother were having a
confidential chat. Mothers cannot al
ways be with their boys, and this mother
had been seriously pondering, with some
secret twinges of heartache., She must
be blind or deaf to allow herself to be
lieve that the boy was not daily exposed
to much that was contrary to the teach
ing of a Christian home,

Would the virtue of that teaching be
strong enough to cope with evils which,
perhaps, had become definite habits of
those with whom he must daily mingle?
The best way to secure satisfaction of
mind was to talk with the boy

“ Vietor,” she said, “ sometimes when
out walking, | hear the boys, at play
on the streets, using bad language, and
that has caused me to wonder if your
companions at school sometimes swear,
too.” She paused. Victor looked into
his mother's eyes steadily for a moment
or two. She was waiting for the answer,
which he knew he must supply.

“ Yes, mother, some of them do" at
last, he said.

“Do you, sometimes say bad words
too?” was her next question.

Victor looked again at his mother,
with the same thoughtful expression in
his brown eyes, For a moment he hesi-
tated; then he said, slowly, * Yes,
mother—sometimes.’

“ Oh, Victor, mother feels very badly!”

He heard the anguish in her tone.
“ Well, mother,” he blurted, seeking to
justify himself, “1 don't want to, but
when otheg boys say bad words they
keep coming up in my mind; and, some-
how, 1 say one before I know it.”

THE CANADIAN

But Victor,” said the father, who had
been listening to the conversation, * the
crows fly over your head, but you do
not need to let them light on you. What
would you think of me if I should swear
just because I hear other men doing so?”

Ou, but then, you're a man,” sald
the little lad, impulsively.

‘The remedy lies in making up your
mind that you will do right, my boy.
Boys may do that, as well as men,” sald
the father.

And then the mother spoke.

** Best of all, If you ask God, He will
help you not to say the naughty word
when it comes into your mind; then,
after a while, it will never find room
in your thoughts. Will you remember,
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don't say those bad words any more,
now."”

“Thank God,” said the mother but
keep on praying, my son, for we can
never be good without His help.”

And that mother went back to her
work with the words, “ My prayer is
helping me,” ringing in her thoughts
Only that day she had felt almost ov&r-
come with the burden of the petty de
tall of Ife, and the added weight of
greater cares. She had prayed, but with
a heart of stone. But now she had re
celved a message. God was helping
had helped—and would help. And then
she prayed, “ belleving.”

*MIND YOUR FINGERS"

.
every night, in your prayer, to ask God
to help you to conque

*“ Yes, mother, I will,” was the answer.

Now, Victor was a manly litlle fellow,
and when he made a promise his mother
knew he would keep his word.

In this family the children had the
old-fashioned habit of praying at the
mother’s knee, before retiring for the
night. One evening, some -weeks after,
wheén Victor had finished his prayer.
which had included the petition, * Keep
me from saying bad words,” he lifted
his head, and looked earnestly at his
mother. Then, in his simple, childlike
way, he said:

“ Mother, my prayer is helping me, I

Nine Generations of
Preachers

Heredity and environment are often
used in these days as excuses for wasted
lives, but they may be equally applied
the other way. A striking instance of
this truth was given at the anniversary
meeting of the Sheffleld Mission by Dr.
James Moulton, when he mentioned that
he was the son of a Methodist preacher,
and that his grandfather, great-grand
father, and great-great-grandfather, and
even his great-great-great-grandfather
were Methodist preachers, Thus his
children are direct descendants of nine
generations of Methodist ministers,
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Pilgrim’s Progress Series
VANITY FAIR
Topic for Sﬁphnbu. 19th. "

“ Vanity Fair is one of John Bunyan's
universally admitted masterpieces. The
very name of the fair is one of his hap-
piest strokes. Thackeray's famous book
owes half its popularity to the happy
name he borrowed from John Bunyan."”
(Dr. Whyte.) But the great novelist
could not borrow that superb artistic
skill which crowded these pages with
so many characters, each perfectly
sketched in the fewest possible words.
Thackeray had great powers, but he could
not equal this. His satire is keen, but
Bunyan’s is keener. His characters are
interesting; Bunyan's are alive, crossing
our paths every day.

This town, with its perpetual Fair,
through which every pligrim toward
Zion had to pass, is just the evil world
which is ever about us, from which there
is no escape except that taken by Faith-
ful—the way of ascension. We can
never satisfactorily explain what we
mean by “the world," yet we all know
its power. It includes everything which
hides or distorts the truth, which exalts
material and sensual things above the
spiritual, which leads us away from
Christ, to lower levels of thought and
endeavor. Three of its leading features
are here emphasized: (1) Its perpetuity;
“it is no mew-created business, but a
thing of ancient standing.” The fashions
of the world may change; the spirit of
the world abides. It is tue same for us
as for Christ at the beginning of His
ministry—" but He had no mind to mer-
chandise, and therefore left the town with-
out laying out so much as one farthing
upon these vanities.” (2) Its confusion;
for it has no fixed standards of value, no
satisfactory spiritual vision' or moral
judgment, good and evil being hopelessly
confounded. Some of the articles on its
list of merchandise are good, which
means great peril for those who are not
on their guard. We may be very worldly
even in dealing with things which in
themselves are right and necessary.
(3) It is universal, varying only in some
of its features as At manifests itself in
different nations, * Here is the Britain
Row, the French Row, the Italian Row,
the Spanish Row, the German Row,
where several sorts of vanities are to be
sold.”

These three characteristics of the
world remind us that there has never
been a pure and noble life without the
very difficulties which confront us to-
day. The great old saints of other days
and of other lands had to pass this way;
it things are confused for us they found
confusion also; if giving our testimony
brings loss and shame, let us not forget
that millions of others have suffered in
the same way. “In the world ye shall
have tribulation; but be of good cheer;
| have overcome the world."”

Further, Bunyan goes on to emphasiz:
the fact that between the Christian and
*the man of the world” there should be
certain marked distinctions: (1) In the
manner of their dress; (2) In the tone
and quality of their speech; (3) In their
attitude toward the material things and
the vulgar delights which mean so much
to Vanity Fair. Does anyone call this
antiquated Puritanism? 1f so, he has
yet to learn the first principles of the
Chrigtian life. This is emphatically a
message for our own time. In every
class of society to-day, those who pro-
fess to follow Christ ought to set them-
selves intelligently and resolutely against
pride and extravagance in dress, against
the talk that is unclean and degrading,
agal that spirit which put the
“wares"” of the world before the buying
of “the truth.”

£

But we must not begin with these
points of outward disunction, or we
shall, in all probability, develop into
fads and cranks, misiaking secondary
things for essentials. We must, begin
with inward principles. In what way
and to what extent should my dress, my
speech, my attitude, ditfer from tnat of
worldly people? ‘that must be deter-
mined by some great principle whica
nolds good for every Christian under
all conditions, What is it? Listen to
Faithful on his defence: * Then Faitnful
began to answer that he had only set
himself against that which bad set itself
against Him that is higher than the
highest.” There is the principle which
cach one may, and must, apply to his
own case, We ought to set ourselves
against everything that sets itself against
Christ, which tends to supplant Him in
our affections and purposes. Whatever
leads us, however slowly, away from
Christ is worldly. It may be something in
dress, or in our mode of speech, or in
our business life; it may be innocent
things, such as a bicyele, or golf club,
or cricket, or some prize at school; but
if it interferes with Christ's supremacy
as ' higher than the highest™ in our
lives, then it must be resisted.

‘'he consequences of resisting the
world are much the same in every age.
Christian and faithful had to suffer from
“gome mocking, some taunting, some
speaking reproachfully. . . . @ great
hubbub and stir in the fair.”

These are ever the ways ofsthe world
toward those who dare to follow Christ.
If it no longer butchers the faithful with
«knives,” nor hurls the ‘' stones” nor
burns at the stake, yet it still * besmears
with mud,” still mocks and taunts as
though Christians were fanatics, Judge
Hategood is not yet dead, nor his re-
markable Jury - discharged, while Envy.
Superstition .and Pickthank are still
about their contemptible .business of
pearing false witness. *In the world ye
shall have tribulation.” Those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake are
ever in the highest company.

But look at the results ! Not only did
Faithful himself find that death was only
A step into the chariot of the Lord, but
the conduct of these two Christian men
wade a profound jmpression in Vanity
Fair, and at least one of the spectators
was constrained to set out on the hea-
venly pllgrimage. Others are watching
us day by day, ani we never know what
issues we are helping to determine by
our fidelity or carelessness.—Rev. F. Cox,
in The Guild.

Ten Commandments for the
Mother

1. Be healthy.

2. Be joyful.

3. Be beaudiful.

1. Be gentle and placid.
5. Be firm without severity.

6. Do not stint with your mother's
love. Tenderness is not effeminacy. Be-
cauge life often is cold and hard and
cruel, a sunny, bright, glad childhood is
a blessing for the whole life.

7. Discipline as life disciplines. It does
not scold, it does not plead, it does mot
fly into a passion. It simply teaches that
every deed has its adequate effect.

8. Do not laugh at the little sorrows
and pains of child life. Nothing wounds
a child more than to find ridicule where
it looked for sympathy.

9. In illness and danger, nurse, pro-
tect, cherish and cheer as much as in
your power; and do not weaken your
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vitality by giving way to anguish or sor-
rowing. What must be done should be
done as well as possible.

10. Do not forget—the happiness of
having a child includes the duty of en-
dowing him with health, gladness, cour-
age, vigor; of finally letting him live his
own life freely and in his own way. Your
pay you have had in advance, for your
sorrowing was happiness and your sacri-
ficing joy.—The Purity Advocate.

«Temperance in All Things’
Topic for Sept. 12: 1 Cor. 9. 23-27.

It you will consult the Revised Ver-
sion, you will read, " Self-control in all
things.” This conveys the meaning of
St. Paul perhaps better than the word
* temperance,” as ordinarily employed
in popular speech. By * temperance "
we are therefore to understand not
merely the practice of total abstinence
from intoxicants, but the habitual mod-
eration of indulgence of any natural de:
gire or appetite.

The body is to be a servant, mever a
master, Physical appetites are to be
used to minister to the man's welfare,
never indulged for the sake of mere
gratification. In proportion as the body
is supreme does the soul become en-
slaved, and the man degenerates into a
serf, instead of ruling as a king.

But Paul does not study this great
art of self-control simply for his own
sake. The opening verse makes this
plain, All sense of selfishness in thought
or desire, in plan or purpose, is lost in
his supreme aim to live ™ for the Gos-
pel's sake.”

He would “ gain the weak " by demon-
strating to them the supremacy of spir-
itual strength. The thought of personal
influence is prominent here. His own
well-being is of great value, but the sal-
vation of others is uppermost in the
inper realm of motive with him. Such
unselfish devotion to another's good i3
to be our constraining principle of action
in all things. Apply it to indulgence in
any matter that may seem to us harm-
less, but which may affect disastrously
another. Ought we to do it?

The highest good! That is the great
desire of his heart for both himself and
others. And that can never be realized
if any lower aim govern or control us.

Then mark how he illustrates ths
from the daily habits of the runners of
Corinth. The fleet-footed contestants in
the games could not hope to win unless
in the best of condition. This was ever
the result of self-discipline. (Modern
“ Marathoners "' have proven the princi-
ple sound. The craze for long-distanc:
racing that has come over the athletic
world of to-day easily verifies the state-
ments of the Apestle. The incomparable
Longhoat has not always won, becaute
hhe has too often been * out of condition.”
Shrubb has seldom been beaten, because
of his studied self-control and praice-
worthy abstemiousness from habits that
would sap his vitality, or ruin his pow-
ers of physical endurance. Many such il-
Justrations will occur to your Leaguers.)

Paul's contention fs that 1if in the
realm of physical stamina such self-
control pays, none the Jess is it profit-
able in the higher realm of spiritual
being.

Hence the great lesson is that we must
deny ourselves all habits that would in
any degree lessen our spiritual growth,
or limit our Christian usefulness.

This may be applied In various ways:
The amusement question, worldly com-
panionships, questionable books, exces-
sive fashions in dress, lavish evpendi-
ture on any form of selfish indulgence—
these, and many more, may be included
with the “ fleshly lusts that @ar against
the soul,” and Which dwarf the useful-
ness of the life.

Everything that enters into our life
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comes either by our owh choice or con
sent. The lesson for all is that we must
not choose for ourselves, nor consent
that any other shall impose upon us, any
form or habit of conduct that will dwarf
our spiritual growth or militate against
our Christian usefulness. How much
would *“ the simple life" profit were it
generally practised !—Ed.

The Junior League

At the Lindsay District Epworth
League Convention, held in Omemee a
few weeks ago, Miss M. Puley gave an
admirable paper on the work of the
Junior Department. She said that the
Junior League is a place where boys and
girls should be cultivated physically, in-
tellectually, morally, socially, and pre-
eminently spiritually. Every meeting
held should tend to this in some degree

The Sunday School plays a very im-
portant part in the religious culture of
the children, but the teachings given
there are not sufficient. In Sunday
School the children learn the source of
right thinking and all good habits, but in
the Junior League they are trained to
put into practice the teachings received.
Sunday School and Junior League must
20 hand in hand for the accomplishment
of one great purpose, the winning of our
boys and girls to a life of loving service
for Jesus Christ. Neither is the home
influence sufficient, for the very best
home does not provide all that is neede
by the growing child in the line of ser-
vice.

If in early life, when the children are
most easily influenced® for either good or
evil, the church does not claim and use
them, Satan will. In thus using them
the Junior branch of the Epworth League
performs an office that no other depart-
ment of the church provides for. A bov
may be won for Christ at a very early
age in his own home, but as he bacomes
older and goes out to associate with other
boys, he 18 exposed to all forms of temp-
tation, and unless there be some other
restraining and educative influence than
the average home provides, he will not
long be kept safe from the pitfalls of sin
and vieo,

The Junior League may thus be termed
a training school, in which boys and girls
are fitted for personal service “for Christ
and the Church,” and it is therefore the
future church's best ally.

The Junior and Senior Leagues are not
two different societies; but together they
form one. And no League is complet +
without a fifth vice-president, the super-
intendent of the Junior division. The
meetings of the Junior section may be
satisfactorily conducted after the same
methods as the Senlor Leagues with the
various departments and committees
The detalls of these are best worked out
according to local conditions and needs.

There are discouraging features in con-
nection with the work, but these are very
few and insignificant in comparison with
the delight and joy that follow even the
training of one young disciple for life-
long service for the Master.

The duty of every pastor and Senfor
Epworth Leaguer is to form a Junfor
Soclety in connection with the local
church. By this means both church and
Senior League will be strengthened, for
upon the boys and girls of to-day depends
the success of the work of the church
and League of the future,

“When a man has his own respect he
need not care much for his standing with
others. Keep square with yourself.
Jealousy is ‘ cruel as the grave’ in more
respects than one. They say that when
a bee stings it forfeits its life. Jealousy
Is suicidal,
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There is a
Romance
about the
Early Days of [§
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in Canada

. 1775-1839
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Freeborn Garrettson's Saddle-bags

““ The design on the cover of this very interesting book is not put
there for beauty, but it is highly s nd thought producing.
It consists of a pair of saddle-bags to mind the early days
of Canada when on their patient si e pioneers of the cross took
their pilgrim and strenuous way through rarely trodden wilds and
forest trails to preach the Gospel to their widely scattered flocks."" —
Vancouver Province.

“‘ Canadirn Methodism is to be It lated on its
historian.””—N. Y. Christian Advocate.

‘“The volume abounds with soul-stirring incidents.”’ —Canadian
Baptist.

““ Few more romantic stories have ever been told than that of the
beginnings of Methodism in this land.’’ —Onward.
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The Life Story of ADA FLORENCE KINTON, Artist and Salva-
tionist, told mostly by Herself with Pen and Pencil

Edited by her Sister, SARA A. RANDLESON, with Introduction
by Agnes Maule Machar

Cloth, 192 pages, with 23 slisstrations in half-tone, 81.00 net, postpaid,

AT ALL BOOKSELLERS

illiam Briggs % Ximond




192

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

Good Things in the Church
The choir that sings from the heart
The folks who are sunny and sweetl.
The “shutin” saint who prays

home.
The minute-men who fill awkward gaps.
The sexton who watches the thermom-

at

eter.
The parent who believes in
verson of his children
The young people who sladly
house-to-house visitation
The young man who ple
impenitent chums.
The treasurer who keeps plenty of
meal in the parsonage flour barrel
The brother who is willing to do small
jobs out of view of the crowd
The Sabbath School superintendent
who long for the salvation of his pupils.
The Christian Evangelist.

the con-
help in

ads with his

The Sun Will Shine Again

A newsboy, thinly clad and drenched
to the skin by the soaking rain, stood
shivering in a doorway on a cold day
in November. First one bare foot and
then the other was lifted from the pave-
ment for a moment and placed against
his leg to get a little warmth Bvery
few minutes his shrill cry could be
as he shouted, “Morning papers!

heard
Morning papers!’
A gentleman, well protected by oil
c¢loth and umbrella, in passing, stopped
to buy a paper, and, noticing the boy's
plight, said: “ This kind of weather is
pretty hard on you, my lad.”
Looking up with a cheery smile, he
lied, * I don’t mind this much, Mister.
he sun will shine again.”
What a philosopher the boy was! How
much better would it be if we all could
learn to look at things from this stand-
point. When tasks come and the path
of life is dificult, cheer up Keep a
bright face and a brave heart. “ The
sun will shine again."—HEx.

Adam Clarke and Meth-
odism

Dr. Adam Clarke was among learned
men and a leader in Methodism. His
piety, learning and sound sense admir
ably fitted him for the position of leader
One month before his death he wrote
the following: “1 have lived more than
three-score years and ten; I have trav-
elled a good deal, both on sea and lend;
| have conversed with and seen r.any
people in and from different countries;
I have studied the principal religious
systems In the world; I have read much,
thought much and reasoned much: and
the result is, T am persuaded of the
simple, unadulterated truth of no book
but the Bible, and of the true excellence
of no system of religion but that con-

NO TOTAL ABSTAINER

CAN READ THE FIFTH ANNUAL
REPORT OF

The Equity Life
Assurance Company

Without realizing that abstain |
ers should have distinctly better |
terms for their life insurance
than non.abstainers, A postal |
card addressed to the President
of the Company will hrmf; any
person interested very valuable
information that cannot be had
elsewhere.

H. SUTHERLAND
President Equity Life Assurance Co
Confederation Bullding, - TORONTO

Dunlop Solid Rubber
Carriage Tires

Make smoother riding,
safer driving, and put the
finishing touch of elegance
on a rig. Wear like iron
on all ordinary roads; pre-
vent sliding and skidding
on wet, greasy pavements.

The Dunlop trade mark, the
of
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MANY YOUNG LADIES

(the number increases every
year) find that

1s Just the kind of school they have been
looking for. It is NOT ONE OF THE
MOST EXPENSIVE schools, but it ia
ONE OF THE BEST. It stands for
health, inspiration, refinement, vigor,
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laundry, for twelve weeks—longer perl
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scholastic year.

A staff of experienced specialist+ give individ-
ual instruction in five distinot courses. An even.
ng class Frex for all registered students in this
department. (GRADUATES HOLDING THE
PoSITIONS. Candidates prepared yeariy

the Institute of Chartered

examinations held by
Acoountants of Ontario and for Commereial

Specialists,

4ar Special attention ‘Iven to Matriculation,
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two hands, is a g

tained in the Holy Scriptures; and espe-
cially Christianity, which is referred to
in the Old Testament and fully revealed
in the New. And while I think well and
wish well all religious sects and par-
ties. and especially to all who love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, yet from
a long and thorough knowledge of the
subject 1 am led most conscientiously
to conclude that Christianity itself as
existing among those called Wesleyan
Methodists is the purest, the safest that
which is most to God's glory and the
benefit of man ; and that both as to the
creed there professed, form of discipline

quality in rubber.

THE

Alexander Engraving Co.
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TORONTO
Will supp'y Churches, Leagues and Bunday

ALLOWED ON

Savings Accounts

Schools with Cuta for illustrating F
Church Reports, Topio Cards, etc.  First-class
work at moderate pri

there established and the
moral practice there vindicated And
I believe that among them is to be found
the best form and body of divinity that
has ever existed in the church of Christ
from the promulgation of Christianity
to the present day. To him who would
say, ‘ Dr. Clarke, are you not a bigot?
without hesitation I would answer, ‘ No,
I am not; for by the grace of God I am
s Methodist, amen.’”

ELLIOTT

TORONTO, ONT.
Yonge and Alexander Absolutely First
*s In all Departments,
| Bvudente admitied st oy bime, Writé for )

(Open the entire year.
Oatalogue.

we LY BOLICTT
WITH OUT-OF-TOWN CLINNTS,
OFFERING SPECIAL FAOILITING
FOR BEPOSITING BY MAIL.

CENTRAL
CANADA

LOAN 8 SAVINGS COY.
£, TORONTD:




