S 5 e e 5 e, 5 5 e 5 . S 4 4

Spiritualism Examined

FIVE ADDRESSES
BY
CANON SIMPSON, M.A., D.C.L.

:
{
{
{
g
{
{
{
{
{
é
{
St. Peter’'s Cathedral f
Chaclottetown, P. €. 3 '
?

!

{

|

{

?

?

{

(

{

?

{

!

|

g

{

{

{

|

»x{{x

PRICE 26 CENTS

ja-v\--v ——— 4 £ 4+ 9 5 . £ 4 4 4 44 e £ 0 e L

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA
GENERAL SYNOD, Af

- R N e Wy e L I |







SPIRITUALISM EXAMINED

FIVE ADDRESSES BY CANON SIMPSON, M.A., D.C.
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Mysteries Connected  with  the Next
World







'O SOASN

10w

know

I know

know




't

CLAIMS

Ol

SPIRITI

Wi

Spart

\LISM

Intinitely stronger

living person.

possible,




I 0
I'he Method

always heen spontaneons and un-

reloed
(
unsolicited,
Il sitter
\ I'he medinm

Ihe control

¢ 'he departed one

S




Charaeter of the Controls I

I Fhe Character of the Medinms,




-8

no one will deny. Those employed by
Sir Oliver Lodge, for example, or Mr
Home, a well-known medinm with
whom many scientific men of the
highest characier have held sittings,
are examples. But, on the other hand,
those who are most emphatie in their
belief in the phenomena of spiritual-
ism state guite plainly that there is a
great deal of fraud and trickery among
many mediums,  especially among
those who have made it their profes-
sion.  Sir Wm. Larrett, in his book on
Psychical Researcn, says: “The re-
pugnance with which the whole sub-
ject is regarded is very natural; for
the alleged phenomena only occur in
the presence of a medium and usu-
ally in darkness. Moreover, a class
of paid professional, medinms has
arisen, several of whom-—a detestable
class of rogues—have heen caught in
bare-faced trickery (pages 211, 212);
and again, silly and credulous folk
listen to and pay for rubbish that is
told them by would-he astrologers,
fortune-tellers and crystal-gazers..
There are genuine cases of clairvoy-
ance and prevision and premonitions,
but these genuine cases are excep-
tional and rarely to be found in a cer-
tain class of advertising medinms who
swindle the publie (page 256)

The writer goes on (o say that com-
plete confidence cannot always he
placed in mediums who are themselves
honest. “There are, | am sure (he

says) many honorable and gifted pro-
fessional medinms far removed from
the charlatans referved to. The mis-
chief largely arises when the ign.rant
public go to such honest psychics and
[expect an immediate return for their
money. The natural tendency of the
medium is not to disappoint the sit-
ter, and the temptation therefore pre-
sents itself to  supplement genuine
with spurious phenomena.”

“It is for this reason.” he continues,
“that 1 should rather dissuade than
encourage uninstrueted persons to re-
sort to professional mediums.  Even
those who yearn to pierce the veil for
|the touch of the vanished hand and
the sound of a voice that is still
in my opinion, if they have not
n fnith, do better to rest con-
tent with a perusal of the evidence
for survival that is now being accu-
mulated by rigorous and laborious
expert inquiry.” (On the threshold of
the Unseen, page 257)

Remember Sir Wm. Barrett is one
of the leading scientific spiritualists.

So, then, as of the “controls,” those
most interested in spirvitualism and
most competent to judge say frankly
that among profession] medinums
there are many who are quite un-
trustworthy, and even in those who
are honest there is a tendency to add
to the supposed genuine messages
other statements in order to satisfy
the sitter.” (Longridge.)
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ing and some one suggested that Ray-
mond might like to hear the musi
The table was pulled out and as it
began to rock, it was asked “Was it
Raymond? It answered, “ves.” The
table began to edge itself towards
the piano. It was pushed back, but
persisted in returning. It then began
to thump Miss Barbara Lodge who
was playing, on the back, keeping
time with the music. It then moved
along the floor to a corner where it
could lodge one foot on the skirting
board, about six inches from the gro
und and on which it placed one leg
and raised the other three in the air
This it did many times seeming to he
delighted with the trick. Finally it
raised itself down on the floor and
tried to raise itself up: Mr, Lionel
Lodge's hand being under the table
was very uncomfortable, so they ask-
ed if t might put the table up and
it said “yes.'

On another occasion the table seem

ed 1o show effection for
Lady Lodge and tried 1o
get on her lap At other

times, the table got rather rampage-
ous and had to be quieted down. Ray-
mond, we are told, volunteered the

explanation through the mediums in
London, that he could not alwa
ontrol it and that there was a certain
tmount of skylarking on his side,
which he could not prevent. This des-
cription may bhe read on pages 217
and 223 of "Raymona writien by Sir
Oliver Lodge, not as a fanny story but
18 evidence of spirit communication

Ask yourselves, if you had recently
logt some dear one, would it comfort
o to have your table conducting it-
elf in this fashion? Automatic writ-
ng is another phenomenon which
nay be the result of self-deception

“Most people can write automatic-
lly. You do not need a planchette,
All you have to do is to place a pen-
cil in your hand on a sheet of paper
Read or talk or try o think of noth

ing. Soon thers will be a nervous
tremour ofthe fingers. A feeling of
numbness and coldness may pass

over the hands and up the arm. Your
fingers will move and will write, first
probably a mere illegible scribhle
but later, if you persevere, words and
sentences and “messages,”

Next Sunday we wiil consider the
nature of the evidence received
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In our examination of the authen
ticity of the messages received through

medinms, we saw that many commu
nications could be explained by tele.
pathy, or thought-transference, while
others may be due to the work of de-
mons, or ascribed te some faculty of
the human intelligence with which we
are at present almost totally unac-
quainted, but which may some day be
developed by psychical research

We now pass on to consider the na
ture of the evidence And at the out-
set we may discover this difference,
that whereas the mediums are able to
give circumstantial evidence as to
things which have happened, or are
even about to happen in this world
due, perhaps, as ve have seen, to
thought-transference or the action
of the subliminal self—their utter
inces as to affairs in the other world
are for the most part pitiful nonsense
and the intelligence is ountraged and
insulted in reading them

There are which Cardinal
Newman has appeared and given his
blessing in bad Latin, where Liszt has
given inferior performance upon
the piano; where Julius Caesar has
been muddled in his mind concerning
the scene of his famous utterance
Veni, vidi, viei.” and only a few weeks
ago, a lady in Winnipeg professed to
have received a message from Col
John Macrae, had given her a
sequel higs  poem, In  Flanders
Fields" which was simply twaddle

Moreover
in thei
ditions of
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seances at
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the witnesses do not agree
heings and con
Now, sup

returned

reports of the
the spirit world

explorers
newly discovered country
all agreed that they had
that conntry, some of them de
that the inhabitants all
white, while others insisted that there
were many black people;
there were no wild animals there, and
others that the place was full of them,
and contradictory statements of
the made, we should he in

pose a
rom
and
visited

some
while
clared were

some said

other
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CONTRADICTIONS AND

ABSURDITIES

clined to question the veracity of the

whole party

Contradietions as to Conditions,

But that is exactly the case with
those who profess to have received
the most mtimate communications

from the spirit world

Conan Doyle, writing of that world,
says: "It is in brief our own world
perfected. There is action for the man
of action; intellectual work for the
thinker artistic lHterary, dramatic
and religious work for those who like
it It is a world of sympathy All is
sweet and peaceful It is the rest
cure after the nervous strain of life
Happy circles live in pleasant home
steads with every amenity of beauty
and music, beautiful gardens, lovely
flowers, green woods, pleasant lakes
domestic pets’

In “The Abolishing of Death,” writ
ten by Basil King, Henry Talbot -his

control —in answering the gquestion
What takes place at death? says: “You
make death an impenetrable fog, while
mere golden mist, torn easily
aside by the shafts of faith, and re-
vealing life as not only continuous,
but as not cut in two by the great
change I cannot express myself as
I wish. It is more like leaving prison
for freedom and happiness. Not that
vour present life lacks joy: it is all
joy, but you have to fight with imper
fections. Here we have only to strug-
gle with lack of development. There
evil —only different degrees of

Itis a

is no
spirits
On being asked further whether the
lack of development in this life is due
to what we call sin, he replies: “They
come over with the evil, as it were cut
out, and leaving blanks in their souls
These have by be filled
with good.”
These two
inconsistent
first
there is

degrees o
are ahsolutely
other In the
asserted that
death, while in

ANSWErs
with each
the spirit
no change at

place










ers. But we may ask, how far these
various employments are allowed to
interfere with the happiness of other
people? Remember, again, we are as-
sured that our human “tendencies
survive hecause they are an essential
part of our character, and will find
means of expression and a discrimin
ating audience” (Doyle). Well, take
a4 woman whose at joy is house
cleaning vho is never happier than
ing and dusting and pol
he still he able to ex

when sweej
ishing W
ercise these tendencies to the discom
fort of those about her? And, if so,

at other statement

what becomes of
‘All is sweet and peaceful” ~“Happy

circles live in pleasant homesteads
with every amenity? It cannot be
pleaded that there will be no dust
because we are informe he clothing
s made of the emanations from tweed
that has rotted on the earth, and
houses, cigars and whiskey are creat
ed on the same principle nd 1 pre
sume the « 1 have ashes, which
op on the floor sometimes Again

s( [ ;vw:-l ! Vit ] endency 1o jearn
v music instrumer and  the
1 ng ot ich knowledge is not
ilways appre ed by their neigh
ors, How i 18 difficulty to be ar
ranged in the spirit world? What be
comes of the happy hot circles, if a
nan 10 has had two or three wives?
'here are games and sport of al
Doyle tell u ami of all

n nelude can 0 we may
Ie ona argue ha here will he
unlimited bridge parties at all hours
Will they play for the ire of the
game, or (following their human ten
dencie remember), insist on having

stakes or prizes?

Many questions of this sort will
probably oceur to you as you read the
revelations of the spiritists as receiv
he dwellers of the world be

ed from
yond
One does not like to use the wea
pon of ridicule in dealing with such
a serious subject as spiritism, but in
examining the statement made hy
various experts, as to the conditions
of lite beyond the tomb, one can hard
ly handle them in any other way. We
are told either too much or too little
Take the clothes ~These tweed suits
they wear, Will they wear out? Will
the fashions change? Will Noah and
Abraham and Julius Caesar and St
Augustine and Henry VIIL and ow
grand parents retain the garb of their
time, 0 that the whole affair w look
ike a faney dress ball; or will their

costumes he brought up to date, all
equally fashionable and of equally
good material, as their wearer will
(11 appear to be in the prime ot life?
Will Solomon be seen arrvayved in all

his glory, or in the tweed suit of the
ordinary modern gentleman?

Furthermore there eems  to be

among these ¢ thought

of God, as little desire to see Him, ot

to worship Him, as they had in thi

life. In faet, it is just the old material
over again, with the same mater
il desires and the same talk of ma
ervial things There is nothing =
ritual about it -so different to the
Heave ! anugl o lool




DANGERS OF SPIRITUALISM

What Harm is There!

It is Untair to the Departed,
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compiled for the use of Psychological
Societies, and many of our old fam-
iliar hymns have been altered to
avoid anything which savors of dog-
matic teaching, or credal opinions. 1
will give you one sample from which
you may judge the rest. The hymn
“May the grace of Christ, our Saviour,
And the Father's houndless love
With the Holy Spirit's favor

Rest upon us from above” has been
changed to “May the grace of guar-
dian angels,” instead of “Christ our
Saviour,” and with the “loving spirits’
favor, (spirits being the plural, i e
human spirits) instead of the “Holy
Spirit.” The evidence of their denial
ag a body of the Deity of our Lord is
overwhelming, and we must remember
that in the north of England there are
hundreds of so-called spiritist church-
es, with organized services and Sun-
day Schools. In Rochdale, a town of
93,000 inhabitants, there .re seven
such churches, and these all oppose
the Christian creeds

I cannot conclude these addresses
better than with the words of the Bis-
hop of Edinburgh. Speaking of what
we must do to counteract the false
and dangerous teaching of the spirit-
istg, he says: “Our Churches must
throb with supernatural life; our

communicants must bear testimony to
countless supernatural experiences;
the visits of angels must be felt to be
not rare and brief, but many and pro-
tective; the malign influences of evil
spirits must be as much dreaded now
as in Apostolic days; the departed
must not be regarded as far off or
only brought to our notice with ut-
most difficulty, but as dwelling in the
heavenly places where we dwell; their
fellowship must not be one gained
only by imaginary effort. but realised
at every Communion ‘We have al-
ready come. that must be our con-
viction, ‘not only to an innumerable
company of angels, but also to the
spirits of just men made perfect.” And,
above all, we must make men feel that
all our churches where the faithful
are gathered together are irradiated
by the Spiritual Presence of Jesus the
Mediator of the New Covenant, far
more real and abiding than those sup-
posed indications of spiritual mani-
festation to which spiritnalists would
point.”

Thus, with Christ and the mighty
dead. and the angels on our side. and
our life aflame with the presence of
God, we shall put to flight the armies
of evil and superstition, and the Truth
shall shine trinmphant over all
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