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I. INTRODUCTORY
There can be no doubt that "Spir­

itual ism.” or as it is more correctly 
called "Spiritism” is attracting an 
immense amount of attention at the 
present time.

It is not a new discovery. It ori­
ginated in somewhat of its present 
form about the year 1848. It had t 
great vogue for some years but fin­
ally fell into disrepute as so many 
frauds connected with its seances 
were exposed and similar effects we.o 
produced (by those who denounced it» 
by entirely natural means. There was 
a revival in the early nineties but in­
ti-rest again fell off after a short time 
and little was heard of it for years, 
except in the reports of the Society 
of Psychical Research and of certain 
scientists who devoted much time to 
the study of its mysteries. It is in no 
way surprising that the enormous and 
distressing loss of life in the Great 
War should cause a considerable de 
velopment and reawakened interest in 
the practice of Spiritualism Sudden 
and grievous bereavement has come 
to many who have either never pro­
fessed the Christian Faith or have no 
firm hold of that Faith and that have 
turned to those including as they do 
men of great learning and research, 
who have assured them that they can 
give positive pi oof of the survlva, of 
those whom they love and sometimes 
can put them in actual communica­

tion with their friends, and thus it ha*, 
gained many new converts.

The Press is full of it—it make- 
good copy. One can hardly take up «» 
daily paper without meeting some 
thing on the subject. Magazines 
contain article after article, advocat­
ing it or opposing it and stories by the 
hundred are published in which "spir­
itism" plays a conspicuous part. Aut­
hors of world-repute have issued 
volumes in defence of their theories. 
The recent Church Congress held in 
England gave it a prominent place in 
its deliberations of the leading prob­
lems of the day; lecturers are promu­
lgating their doctrines to crowded 
houses all over the Old Country and 
now Sir Oliver Lodge has come to 
the States to lay his evidence before 
vast concourses of people on this side 
of the Atlantic and as his addresses 
are published widely in many of the 
American and Canadian papers it lias 
increased the interest on this contin­
ent an hundredfold. And the interest 
is perhaps intensified amongst us 
here because one of our own boys 
educated in our school, ordained in 
this diocese, for sometime assistant 
priest of this Church, held in affec­
tionate esteem by some of the older 
ones among us. and who has attained 
some eminence as a writer of fiction, 
has apparently become a convert to 
this cult and has published a number 
of articles in which he gives long 
conversations, he claims to have held 
with one in the spirit world.
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People read what is written with 
avidity. Anything connected with the 
occult has u strange fascination for 
many of us. They are impressed with 
the long list of great names of those 
who are staking their reputations on 
the truth of their teaching. Sir Oliv­
er Lodge, Sir Win. Crooks, Flammar­
ion. Itusse’.l Wallace. Professor Hys 
lop Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and 
many professors in various seats of 
learning and they say there must he 
something in it. And in not a few 
cases they become converts, not reali­
zing until too late that by so doing 
they are denying the Catholic faith.

The subject cannot be ignored. 
Silence in the face of immenent peril 
would be criminal, hut it cannot be 
dealt with off hand in a single ad­
dress, with a few words of denial or 
disapproval, neither can it he laugh 
ed out of court for its absurdities. Al­
though one cannot help thinking that 
if some of its advocates had been 
blessed with a sense of humor they 
would have written less definitely 
about some of the information they 
claim to have received.

>hs|crl«s Connected with the Next 
World.

We have to confess that there arc 
many things connected more or less 
with the hidden world which are my­
sterious and beyonu our power to ex­
plain with our present limited know 
ledge. For example there is what is 
called second sight, common especial­
ly among the Highlanders and those 
of Highland descent. The possessor 
can tell of things happening elsewhere 
can trace lost articles, can even look 
Into the future. There is the Irish 
Banshee which is supposed to give 
warning of death. Call it a silly sup­
erstition if you will. There is some­
thing unaccountable in the premonit­
ions some people receive ;of cal.imaC 
about to happen. A friend of mine 
claimed that he always knew when a . 
death took place in his family. I re­
member on one occasion he was at r. 
dance; he was sitting outside with hi-

partner when he suddenly said you 
must excuse me. I must go. Some 
one is dead.” The lady laughed at 
the idea, hut he persisted. Shortly 
afterwards he got news that his mo­
ther had died that evening.

Some forty years ago. the then mis­
sionary at the Magdalvnes Rev. Joh.i 
Walters, was sitting in his study read­
ing. one winter evening. Navigation 
was closed and at that time there wa 
no telegraphic connection with the 
Mainland. Looking up suddenly he 
saw his father in a chair opposite l<> 
him. As his father lived in Kngland 
he exclaimed in surprise "Why fath­
er how did you get here?" and jump­
ed up to welcome him. Then the fig­
ure faded away. When the first mail 
arrived in the spring it brought the 
news that Ins father had died that 
night. There are those who receive 
warnings in dreams, or claim to du so. 
Or if you assert that all this is a matter 
of coincidence or guess work, there is 
the "possession of devils” long looked 
upon as a form of madness hut now 
found in many parts of the mission 
field, to he a real possession by evh 
spirits and those who have much to 
do with deathbeds, can tell you that 
it is no uncommon thing as the soul i.= 
passing from the body for the dying 
person’s face to break into a smile of 
welcome, and the lips to whisper 
"Jesus", or the name of some depart­
ed loved one. who is recognized a, 
that moment.

This sort of thing occurs too often 
to he put off as the work of the im­
agination and if the blessed Lord am1 
the blessed dead, are with us on such 
occasions and are visible under ce; - 
tain spiritual conditions. may we 
say that they are not with us at other 
times. So then we must approach 
these consideration on this subject of 
"spiritism" with the acknowledg­
ment that there is much connecte ' 
with it which we do not understand, 
and therefore we should keep an op-m 
mind and weigh the evidence for aie1 
against it without prejudice. And 
prejudice we must remenmer mean., 
judging beforehand, without due ex­
amination .
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One of the chief arguments brought 
forward in support of the claims U 
the spiritualists, is the high standing 
of the advocates in the scientific 
world. These are eminent men it is 
said : men not easily deceived, tor 
they are accustomed to weighing evi­
dence of all kinds and thereto]e their 
conclusions are of utmost value.

But is this so? Is it not more true 
that as as a rule, the men who specia­
lize on one subject with great intens­
ity are unlikely to he equally authority 
live on matters outside that subject 
One may be a great theologian with­
out being an expert in business or 
great banker with only a superficial 
knowledge 01 naval gunnery. It i- 
true that men like Lodge, Hyslop aim 
others who have given years to < lose 
examination of the spirit world yet 
their very eagerness makes it poss­
ible for them to accept evidence ns 
conclu - ve from those who are ready 
to mislead them wilfully for thei" 
own ends, or from those who me 
themselves deceived.

A convert from spiritism as the re­
sult of careful investigation has re­
cently said. "Men of science are the 
easiest sort of victim and fm 
Sir Oliver Lodge, to pit his undoubt­
ed science against a fakir would be 
the same thing as his pitting the same 
science against a prize fighter. It is 
the very aloofness of men of science 
from the sordid and tricky ways of the 
world which makes them so easily 
deceived. If there is such a thing as a 
psychic phenomenon, then a pure 
scientist is the man to investigate it, 
but if the matter to he investigated is 
the honesty of a human being per­
forming tricks, then a detective or 
another trickster is the proper inves­
tigator." This surely is common 
sense.

Then, again, we must hear in mind 
that these investigators while agree­
ing that it is possible to communicate 
with those in the spirit world, differ

widely as io what goes on in tiiat 
world—whether, for instance, evil is 
eliminated and everything is beauti­
ful or whether evil is still in constant 
conflict with the good. 1 shall en­
large upon this in a later address, but 
it is as if a committee of business 
men were appointed to investigate the 
high cost of living and after long de­
liberation they reported: "We And that 
the cost of living is high, but we can­
not agree about the cause, or the re­
medy. Some of us think one thing and 
some another." We all know that the 
cost of living is high without being 
told and we, who believe all the arti­
cles of the Catholic faith, also know 
I hat we are in close touch with the 
spirit world. "One family we dwell in 
them one Church above, beneath.

And once more: These scientific in­
vestigators use the wrong instruments 
in their work. So far as one can 
learn, they were most of them mater­
ialists who doubted, or held very 
loosely, any conceptions of an after­
life, and in order to satisfy them­
selves one way or the other, they un­
dertook various tests, relying on their 
learning, their scientific skill to solve 
the riddle. As well try to discover 
what makes the wheels of a watch go 
round by breaking it open with an 
axe. for says St. Paul : "Rye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have en­
tered into the heart of man. the 
things that God hath prepared for 
them that love Him. hut God hath ie- 
vonled them unto us by Nis Spirit."

For the Spirit searvlieth all things 
• ea.tho deep tilings of God.In what mai 
knoweth the things of a man save the 
spirit of the man which is in him. 
Even so the things of God none know­
eth save the Spirit of God."

If these men had assured us that 
always before their investigations 
they knelt and implored the guidance 
of the Holy Ghost and then submitted 
themselves step by step to that guid­
ance. wo could more readily accept 
the result of their labors, hut whet 
they say. we are quite capable of un­
dertaking this work in our own 
strength without any help from God. 
we must he cautious in our attitude 
towards them.
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Sir Oliver Lodge lost his son Ray­
mond in the war. In order to assure 
himself that he still survived in an­
other world, it was necessary for him 
to resort to a medium, who, while in 
a t a nee pi o leased to get into coin 
munication with various controls, one 
a child, one an Indian, one a doctor, 
through whom the spirit of Raymond 
was supposed to converse with his 
parents. He tells them that the next 
world is very much like this; they 
live in the same sort of houses, wear 
the same sort of clothes, eat the same 
sort of food, have the same sort of 
amusements and drink whiskey and 
soda and smoke cigars.

I also lost a son in the war—no I 
diil not lose him. for 1 know that he 
still lives. I have not the learning 
nor the reputation of Sir Olh Lodge, 
but it was not necessary me to 
resort to mediums or tni turnings 
to assure myself of this know that 
his sacrifice has been cpted; I 
know that his soul wi use of the 
other righteous is in lands of God 
and there shall no torment touch him;
I know that he progresses towards 
the light of eternal day; 1 know that 
he is near us. that he loves us still, 
that he will greet us when we too 
cross the dividing stream of death 
Look upon these two pictures. The 
one a seance. There is a darkness

and mystery there are musical in­
struments played by invisible hands 
There is a neurotic woman in a trance 
delivering to bereaved parents, in 
lia by talk or in broken English, in­
formation that their son in the hidden 
world is drinking whiskey and smok­
ing i rs and making afternoon calls.

Tlo other picture a priest at the 
altar pleading the sacrifice once for 
all ottered on Calvary and bringing 
the names of loved ones before the 
Almighty Father "We do bless Thy 
Holy name for all Thy servants de­
parted this life in Thy faith and fear, 
most humbly beseeching Thee to 
grant, that by the merits of Thy Son 
Jesus Christ and through faith in His 
Blood, we and all Thy whole Church 
(on earth and in Paradisel may ob­
tain remission of our sins and all 
other benefits of His Passion." And 
the mourners are assured in their 
hearts by the assurance which cometh 
from God. that those for whom they 
plead are where God wipes away all 
tears from their eyes, and there is no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor cry­
ing neither shall there be any more 
pain, for the former things are pass­
ed away awaiting the time when the 
word shall go forth from the throne: 
"Behold 1 make all things new." And 
we pray "grant that we with them, 
the loved ones whom by faith we still 
can see. may when life's great morn­
ing dawneth. follow Thee.” Which 
picture will you choose?



II. THE CLAIMS Ol SIHKITI ALISM
In the iniroituvmry address on Spi­

ritualism last Sunday, you will recall 
that I just emphasized the fact that 
it was not a new d.-seovery. For thou­
sands of years, messages which pro­
fess to come from the dead have been 
given through mediums Automatic 
writing has I een common enough hi 
past ages The Planchette has been 
used in China as a means of convers­
ing with evil spirits for many cen­
turies.

Necromancy or holding communi­
cation with the dead is spoken of in 
the Old Testament, and is there al­
ways condemned and forbidden by 
God. In Egypt, in ancient days. Spi­
ritualism was probably developed to 
a much greater extent than it is now. 
What is new is that it is being inves 
tigated by scientific men. not. and 
this I wish to emphasize again, as a 
new religion, but as a legitimate sub­
ject of scientific enquiry.

We saw. too. that there are many 
things connected with the next world 
for which at present we have no ex 
planation to offer. People with second 
sight, people who have presentiments 
of pending danger, or premonitions of 
coming death. There is demoniacal 
possession, there are visions to the 
dying, of our Blessed Lord, or some 
departed loved one.

We saw that the learning and the 
eminence of many of the present-day 
advocates, was no reason for accept­
ing their conclusion, because in their 
investigations they had to employ me­
diums and controls, who over and 
over again, hail been convicted of 
fraud and trickery, and the very 
aloofness of men of science from the 
sordid and tricky ways of the world 
makes them easy victims of the un­
scrupulous

In the following addresses you will 
understand that I lay no claim to or­
iginality. They are simply compila­
tions from hooks I have studied, and 
sometimes whole pages will he quota­
tions from some worthy authority

Wlnil Spiritualists Maim.

To-day we consider what spiritual­
ists claim. These claims are concisely 
put in a recent hook by the Ilex 
George Longridge Briefly, they are 
two ( 1 ) To have proved personal 
survival after death. IL*i To have es­
tablished communication with the 
departed. As regards the first of these 
claims to have proved personal sur­
vival after death no instructed Chris­
tian has ever doubled it. The inves­
tigators. we must remember, were 
men who foi the most part, denied, or 
were skeptical about immortality. 
Christians have always believed in it. 
and in grounds liilinllely stronger 
than any which spiritualists claim to 
have produced. To Christians, the Re­
surrection of our Lord is. and always 
has been, the absolute assurance that 
we shall live and retain our Identity 
after death. It is part of the Chris­
tian creed. No one can read St. Paul's 
Epistles without seeing how this be­
lief was a firm conviction in his own 
mind, and how it permeates all his 
teachings. It is unnecessary surely 
to quote evidence of this. This know­
ledge we Christians have received not 
through mediums, or table tiltings. but 
through the words of a Ihlug person.

Jesus Christ.
As regards the second of their 

claims to have established commu­
nication with the departed, there are 
several questions which may he ask­
ed Is it possible? Is it desirable? 
What has Christianity to say about it?

As to these questions Christianity 
frankly admits that communication 
with the departed is possible. This is 
proved by the experience of God's peo­
ple in all ages. The New Testament 
tells us of the appearance of Moses 
and Elijah to our Lord and His dis­
ciples. and that of the martyred souls 
whom St. John saw on Patinos. It 
tells of the many saints who arose and 
appeared to many in Jerusalem on 
Easter Day It tells too of visions of
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angels connected with our Lord's life 
and the lives of the Apostles. In his­
tory. the story of St. Perpétua stands 
for a large class of religious experi­
ences. "As she was praying, it will 
he remembered, she saw her brother 
who had recently died He appeared 
to lie unhappy and full of solicitude 
for him. .She prayed that ne might 
find rest .through the merits of Christ. 
X short time after he again appeared 
to her radiantly happy, and rewarded 
her with a glance of grateful love." 
It is related of Joan of Arc that "she 
saw lights ami heard noises from 
heaven." There are the visions of St 
Katherine and St Teresa I suppose 
there ate few of us who have not had 
experience through some relative or 
friend (if not direct) of authenticat­
ed cases of some appearance or com­
munication from one departed. Uu 
these are frequently looked upon as 
the outcome of a too vivid imagination 
even by those who are credulous 
enough to accept the evidence of spi­
ritualists, hut and tliis is most im­
portant to remember when such com­
munications have been made they 
have always been spontaneous and un­
expected. The whole initiative, so to 
speak, has been on the side of God. 
The communication has been estab­
lished by Him. without any action on 
the part of those on earth to whom 
the communication has been made, 
and they have been experiences not 
only unsolicited, but in most cases a 
good purpose can be traced underlying 
them.

"Now the whole matter of spirit­
ualism is directly contrary to this. It 
is a definite attempt by definite means, 
to effect a contact with the depart­
ed. and to obtain at the will of those 
on earth communications from those 
of another world. It is true that spi­
ritualists affirm that those in the 
other world have an eager desire to 
ret into external ouch with those they 
knew on earth and that spiritualism is 
only helping them to satisfy their de­
sire. Hut wnat proof is there of this? 
How is that the great saints who 
might help us so much have never 
spoken in this way? Moreover there 
is no hint that God has any concern

in the matter that the communica­
tions are in any way dependent on His 
will. Or perhaps, it is fairer to say 
tliât spiritualists take for granted that 
if communication can be established, 
it must be right to try and effect it."

The Method.

Let us now pass on to consider the 
methods by which spiritualists seek to 
establish this communication with the 
departed. They are. speaking gener­
ally. three: I give them as described 
by Fr. Longridge 1 Through me­
diums 2. Through automatic writ­
ing. :* Through table tilting. Let 
us consider each of these methods.

1st. through mediums "A medium 
is a man or woman who in a trance or 
semi-unconsciousness state, becomes 
the instrument through which an un­
seen personality culled a control* de­
livers the message which the departed 
wishes to send.

A sitting with a medium takes place 
in an ordinary room, either in full 
daylight, or. more often, in a subdued 
ligiii. or in darkness. The medium 
after waiting quietly, goes more or 
less into a trance and then speaks, 
l’he medium does not profess to speak 
his or her own words, but the words 
of an unseen intelligence the "con­
trol," who professes to be speaking 
the message which the interviewed 
spirit desires delivered "

"There are therefore four person­
alities involved in a spiritualistic se­
ance:

1 Tlw* sitter the person who 
wishes to get Into communication with 
a departed friend.

2. The medium whose voice 
speaks the message from the departed 
one.

■'< The control- the unseen intel­
ligence who speaks through the me 
diitm.

4 The departed one who deliveis 
his message to the control through 
whom it is delivered to the medium, 
through whom again, it reaches th< 
inquirer There is. therefore, always 
the possibility of the message being 
coloured by the minds of those 
through whom it comes"



The Mut rafter of the Controls

"It is also interesting to notice the 
character of the controls. We may 
take as examples, the controls in Sir 
Oliver Lodge's widely-read hook "Ray­
mond.'' The controls of Mr. Vont 
Peters, one of the mediums consulted 
by Sir Oliver Lodge and his family 
are 1 wo ' one called "Moonstone," ap­
parently a North American Indian, or 
possibly an East Indian Yogi, and one 
who in this life was presumably a 
heathen. The other is named "Red 
Feather." which also seems to indi­
cate a North American Indian

The control of Mrs Leonard, the 
other medium of Sir Oliver, is a little 
coloured girl named Feda, who some­
times talks broken, childish English, 
and exhibits the characteristics of the 
child races What this means, says 
Fr Longridge. will perhaps he clear­
er if I quote from some of the sittings 
in which Feda speaks, at which Lady 
Lodge was the inquirer.

Speaking of "Paul" a friend of 
Raymond's, who was killed at the 
front, Feda says: Paul worried 'cos 
medium talk like a book Paul calls 
Feda "Imp." Raymond sometimes 
calls Feda "Illustrious One " 1 think
Vaymond laughing! Always pretend­
ing Feda very little and that they've 
lost Feda. afraid of walking on her. 
but Feda pinches them sometimes, 
pretend they've trodden upon Feda. 
Hut Feda just as tall as lots of Eng-

"Again, at the beginning of the 
same sitting. Lady Lodge says: So 
glad to meet you Feda. Feda ans­
wers: "Feda loves you and Soliver 
(for Sir Oliver» best of all. Slionel 
and Salec (for Lionel and Alec) too 
she love very much Though Feda 
often speaks naturally, yet she fre­
quently lapses into this childish way 
of talking And in passing I would 
wish, says the writer, to pay a tribute 
to Sir Oliver Lodge’s extreme fairness 
iti recording such passages in con­
versations with Feda passages which 
he must have known would lead many 
to treat the whole matter with con­
tempt "

Other controls are mentioned in

"Raymond" in connection with a cele­
brated American medium. Mrs. Piper. 
One is Doctor Phinuit, who claims to 
have been born in France, and to have 
studied at Metz and other places, but 
who. on investigation, was found never 
to have existed at all. The other was 
termed "Rector."

A. M. Sage, who has written a book 
on Mrs. Piper, published with a pre­
face by Sir Oliver Lodge, discussing 
Father Phinuit at some length, from 
an analysis of his utterances, which 
sometimes lasted an hour, states that 
he was vulgar, inconsistent and un­
truthful. lying not for the sake of ly­
ing. but showing no hesitation in re­
sorting to it. when it got him out of a 
difficulty.*'

On page 16S of "Raymond," we are 
introduced to another control, Bid­
dy.' a low-comedy Irish spirit who is 
ridiculous. Personally, I find it im­
possible to take seriously a spirit that 
says: "Shure it’s meself that has come 
to speak. 1 was a washerwoman and 
lived next to the church, and they say 
cleanliness comes next to godliness."

"Now. what strikes one about these 
controls, vouched for by such men as 
Sir Oliver Lodge and Conan Doyle 
(and we gather they are typical ex­
amples of many others) is that they 
are hardly the sort of persons one 
would expect to he intermediaries be­
tween those in paradise and those on 
earth. A pseudo-French doctor, whose 
standard of truth is to say the least, 
somewhat elastic, an Indian Yogi, a 
North American Indian, an illiterate 
child, are hardly the instruments one 
would expect to be used by God for 
conveying messages from those in His 
keeping to their sorrowing relations 
on earth. Would you care to receive 
communications from your loved ones 
throtfgh such channels?

The Cliuniefcr of (lie Mediums.

Another point is the character of the 
mediums. Again 1 quote Father Lon­
gridge: "Are they as a rule trustwor­
thy? That there are both men and 
women who possess psychic gifts, and 
are therefore capable of acting us me­
diums. and who are perfectly honest.
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no one will deny. Those employed by 
Sir Oliver Lodge, for example, or Mr. 
Home, a well-known medium with 
whom many scientific men of fhe 
highest character have held sittings, 
are examples. But. on the other hand, 
those who are most emphatic in their 
belief in the phenomena of spiritual­
ism state quite plainly that there is a 
great deal of fraud and trickery among 
many mediums, especially among 
those wlm have made it their profes­
sion Sir Wm. Barrett, in his hook on 

• Psychical Research, says: ‘The re­
pugnance with which the whole sub­
ject is regarded is very natural; for 
the alleged phenomena only occur in 
the presence of a medium and usu­
ally in darkness. Moreover, a class 
of paid professional, mediums has 
arisen, several of whom a detestable 
class of rogues have been caught in 
bare-faced trickery (pages 211. 212); 
and again, silly and credulous folk 
listen to and pay for rubbish that is 
told them by would-be astrologers, 
fortune-tellers and crystal-gazers.. 
There are genuine cases of clairvoy­
ance and prevision and premonitions, 
but these genuine cases are excep­
tional and rarely to be found in a cer­
tain class of advertising mediums who 
swindle the public (page 256).

The writer goes on to say that com­
plete confidence cannot always be 
placed in mediums who are themselves 
honest. ‘There are. Î am sure (he

says) many honorable and gifted pro­
fessional mediums far removed from 
:’ie charlatans leferred to The niis- 
ehief largely arises when the ignorant 
public go to such honest psychics and 

I expect an immediate return for their 
money. The natural tendency of the 
medium is not to disappoint the sit­
ter, and the temptation therefore pre- 

; seuls itself to supplement genuine 
with spurious phenomena "

"It is for this reason." he continues, 
that I should rather dissuade than 

encourage uiiliistruefed persons to re­
sort to professional mediums Even 
those who yearn to pierce the veil for 
the touch of the vanished hand and 
the sound of a voice that is still, 
would, in my opinion. If Hie) have not 
Christian faith, do better to rest con­
tent w h h ,i perusa 1 of 1 he e\ i 
for survival that is now being accu­
mulated by rigorous and laborious 
expert inquiry." (On the threshold of 
the Vnseen. page 257).

Remember Sir Wm Barrett is one 
of the leading scientific spiritualists.

So. then, as of the "controls," those 
most interested in spiritualism and 
most competent to judge say frankly 
that among profession» 1 mediums 
there are many who are quite un­
trustworthy. and even in those who 
are honest there is a tendency to add 
to the supposed genuine messages 
other statements in order to satisfy 
the sitter." (Longridge.)



III. THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE EVIDENCE
Last Sunday. in examining the 

claims of spiritualism, we saw that in 
every seance that there were four 
personalities. 1st, The Inquirer; 2nd. 
The Medium who claimed to receive 
the message from the spirit world; 
3rd The control who informed the 
medium about the spirit interviewed; 
4th. the spirit himself, so that the sit­
ter received each message from the 
medium, who received it from the 
control, who received it from the de­
parted one, a somewhat roundabout 
way one would think.

With regard to the character of 
the controls; we find some have prov 
ed to he untruthful (such as Father 
I’hinuit. who although professing to 
be a Frenchman, can only speak a 
few words of French) others like 
Feda. are childish and illiterate; oth­
ers are of queer origin, as Moonstone 
and Fed Feather.

Speaking of these controls. C’onan 
Doyle says XVe have unhappily to 
ileal sometimes with absolute cold­
blooded lying on the part of wicked 
or mischievous intelligence. Every­
one who has investigated the matter 
has, I suppose, met with examples of 
wilful deception, which occasionally 
are mixed up w ith good and true com­
munications. (New Revelation I* 91). 
Hut we may well ask "Mow are we to 
distinguish the true from the false?" 
With regard to the mediums; we are 
told frankly by people most interest­
ed in Spiritualism and most compet­
ent to judge, that among professional 
mediums there are many who are 
quite untrustworthy and even in those 
who are honest there is a tendency 
to add to the supposed genuine mes­
sages other statements, in order to 
satisfy the sitter. All this is not very 
encouraging to the would-be inquir-

Tl.. tiillicuf icily of I lie Evidence.

We now pass on to examine the 
authenticity of the messages received.

and at the outset we must acknow­
ledge they either come, (as they pur­
port to do) from the spirit world 
or they don't. If they do not, it is for 
us to suggest where they do come

Much o ftlie information can be at­
tributed to telegraphy or thought- 
transference. but let me hasten to say 
this cannot be the explanation of all 
the messages; but we will consider 
these later.

I take it that it is established be­
yond a doubt, that the thoughts of one 
person can sometimes be transferred 
to the mind of another person even 
when the two are far apart. Many 
instances of this are on record and I 
suppose we all know examples of it. 
It is possible often to look steadfast- 
edly at a certain person in a crowd, 
and will that he or she should return 
the look and bye and bye the head 
comes round as w illed. When I was a 
young man we used to 
play a game at parties

(it may be played yet and if so I 
advise you to give it up. as it is in­
jurious to the health, especially of 
those who are inclined to be neurotic) 
A person would be blindfolded and 
undertake to make any movement she 
felt prompted to do; she would be led 
into the room by two others, holding 
her in a certain way (I wont ex­
plain the way in case you may be 
tempted to try it)) The people in the 
room and the holders arranged be­
forehand that they would will her 
persistently to touch a certain arti­
cle. or find something which has been 
hidden. Some persons I suppose the 
psychic ones were much more re­
sponsive than others and would walk 
rapidly to the required spot and seize 
the article; others would move much 
more slowly, but in almost every case 
so long as the person yielded to every 
prompting a step forward or to the 
right or the left, the end was eventu­
ally attained.



The Rev. George Foster when he 
was here recently told me of an ex­
perience of his own. He went to an 
entertainment, at which during one 
item of i he programme, a performer 
sat blindfolded at the piano on the 
stage, while the other walked down 
the hall, and said the pianist would 
play any piece of music the name of 
which was whispered to him. As he 
moved along the aisle, he- would point 
to a certain person saying "you"? 
The person would name some piece 
and it would immediately be played. 
Mr. Foster determined to give him 
the name of one of his own composi­
tions which had never been published, 
but when the man reached him and 
said "you" he replied without hesitat­
ing "After the Hall", an old sung, 
which he said he supposed he had not 
thought of for sixteen years, and 
which he had no intention of mention­
ing. Evidently in some hypnotic or 
telepathic way the performer forced 
his own thoughts upon each person, 
who seemed a likely subject and the 
programme was arranged before­
hand I dare say many of you can re­
call similar experiences.

Now the sitter in a spiritualistic 
seance, is obviously thinking of the 
person from whom it is hoped a mes­
sage may come; his mind is both 
consciously and unconsciously full of 
the details as well asthe broad out­
lines of the life and to a certain ex­
tent of the thoughts of the departed 
one; also he is, in many cases, con­
scious of tile sort of answers he wish­
es to receive. What then is more lik­
ely than that these thoughts are t el - 
apathetically conveyed to the mind 
of the medium and so form the subst­
ance of the message which the medium 
delivers? In fact, many of the answ­
ers can he dearly accounted for in 
this theory "They are. at best, a dra­
matic reproduction of what is con­
sciously and unconsciously in the 
Ritter’s mind. Ry a dramatic reprodu­
ction I mean that the medium sees 
the knowledge imaginatively as in a 
dream; hi- or her statement comes in 
an unexpected form and therefore 
seems fresh." (Longridge.)

The theory that telepathy accounts

for many of the messages is streng­
thened by the fact that the communi­
cations are often quite in harmony 
with the ideas prevailing in the circl­
es to which they come.' To illustrate; 
the Rev. Stainton Moses, a priest in 
the Church of England, in 1846, was a 
famous medium In his messages from 
spirits and the other world.the heaven 
they decribed was remarkably like 
that of the teachings of the Church. 
On the other hand, the Heaven des­
cribed by Raymond is the heaven of 
the modern theological liberalism, 
just the sort of heaven that might he 
congenial to the minds of Sir Oliver 
Lodge and his friends Such as spir­
its living in houses made of synthetic 
bricks, clothed in tweed suits, made 
from lie emanations of tweed that has 
rotted on ear.lt, smoking cigars and 
drinking whiskey, manufactured by 
spirit synthetic cli mists

Hut thought transfertcd will not 
account for all lie messages receiv­
ed. For example, few years ago.
messages rame to two Englishmen 
purporting to lie l'ro:u a monk who 
lived in the ldth Century, which gave 
the exact peril r it ions of Edgar Cha­
pel connected with Gladstonbury, 
Abbey. The ruins of this chapel had 
never been discovered and no one in 
England knew of their existence, but 
as a result o these spiritualistic 
i ommunicatioiis. excavations were 
begun and the ruins were found pre­
cisely in the same place and of the 
same dimensions as the messages had 
indicated. These men also received 
communications fiotn Caesar Augus­
tus Emperor of Rome which not only 
predicted the world war and the time 
of its i tiding but many world-wide 
movements which are still in the fut­
ure (S I*. Delatiey.it 

One explanation offered is that 
these messages are the word of de­
mons S;. Haul writing to Timothy 
says "that the Holy Spirit expressed 
says that in af en hues certain shall 
depart from the Faith, giving heed to 
wamleving or idle spirits who speak 
lies, acting a part, and who have their 
conscience cauterized i.e who have 
suffered much degeneration." This 
explanation receives some re-inforce-
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mem from various well known feat­
ures of spiritistic communications. 
For example, it is difficult to establ­
ish the identity of those from whom 
the messages come ; the> appear to be 
fond of impersonating some one else 
and to be extremely loath to make 
themselves known.

Then, there is the trivial character 
of the messages and the contradic­
tory statements they contained and 
their low motal tone Those who be­
lieve in the reality of the communi­
cation oppose this explanation, be­
cause agnostics have often bben led by 
them to believe in God and the future 
life and to make up the practice of 
prayer.

l et the man in the Gospel who was 
possessed with a legion of devils 
witnessed to our Lord's divinity, cry- 
in-; "What have I to do with Thee 
Jesus, Thou Son of God on high?" 
And Jfesu•; commanded the unclean 
spirit to conn out of the man, and of 

Paul at l’hillipi, we read "And 
it came to pass as we went to prayer, 
a certain damsel possessed with a 
spirit of divination met us. which 
brought her masters much gain by 
soothsaying

"The same followed Paul and us, 
and cried, sa' ing."These men are the 
servants of the most high God, which 
shew unto us the way of salvation."

And this did she many days. Hut 
Paul, being grieved, turned and said 
to the spit it. 1 command thee in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out of 
her. And he came out the same hour."

'ini these spirit messages often an­
tagonize some of the fundamental 
truths of the Christian religion.such as 
the divinity of our Lord, the doctrine 
of lie Atonement and redemption 
through the Cross; the doctrine of 
judgment and future retribution

Another explanation offered by 
Rev. S IV Delaney, is one which can­
not he stated with great clearness be­
cause of our lack of knowledge. It is 
that these spiritistic phenomenon may 
he ascribed o some faculty of the 
human intelligence with which we are 
at present almost totally unacquaint­
ed. It may he. for example, that 
there are fragmentary memories still

lingering in the world, floating about 
as it were, and more or less remotely 
connected with the sub-conscious 
minds of certain people. These frag­
mentary memories may have been 
connected with those who lived in 
former times and still cling to things 
and places with which they were as­
sociated. This theory may lie develop­
ed by some scientist in the near fut­
ure and it is quite possible that when 
further progress has been made in 
the comparatively recent science ot 
physical research, it may he found 
necessary to bring into play all these 
explanations and other new ones. 
Meanwhile, because we cannot explain 
all the phenomena, it is no proof that 
the messages must therefore come 
from the spirit world.

Table Rapping and Uihmiatlr Writ­
ing.

"As for the other phenomena of 
spiritualism. table-rapping, table­
turning and so forth, these, when not 
produced by practical jokers or frau­
dulent mediums, can he explained on 
physical grounds, and it is a sane and 
salutary rule never to accept any­
thing as evidence of the occult for 
which a material explanation is pos­
sible."

(an any sane person imagine that 
our Heavenly Father who sent His 
Son into this world that he might live 
through Him that the Eternal Son 
who was manifested in the flesh and 
promised to send the Holy Ghost to 
guide His people into the truth -can 
anyone imagine that the Blessed 
Trinity would establish communica­
tion between the living and the de­
parted through the frantastic mo­
tions of a table? The method is for 
those who wish to receive a message 
to sit around a table, placing their 
hands lightly upon it, The table tilts 
as each letter of the alphabet is spo­
ken and stops or "holds." when the 
right letter is reached. Someone 
writes down the letters and makes out 
the sentences.

Here is an account of one sitting 
held at Sir Oliver Lodge's house. 
Some of the younger ladies were sing-
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iiiK and some one suggested that Ray­
mond might like to hear the music. 
The table was pulled out and as it 
began to rock, it was asked "Was it 
Raymond? It answered, “yes." The 
table began to edge itself towards 
the piano. It was pushed back, but 
persisted in returning. It then began 
to thump Miss Barbara Lodge who 
was playing, on the back, keeping 
time with the music. It then moved 
along the floor to a corner where it 
could lodge one foot on the skirting 
board, about six inches from the gro­
und and on which it placed one leg 
and raised the other three in the air. 
This it did many times seeming to be 
delighted with the trick. Finally it 
raised itself down on the floor and 
tried to raise itself up: Mr. Lionel 
Lodge’s hand being under the table 
was very uncomfortable, so they ask­
ed if they might put the table up and 
it said "yes."

On another occasion the table seem 
ed to show effect ion for 
Lady Lodge and tried to 
get on lier lap At other 
times, the table got rather rampage­
ous and had to be quieted down. Ray­
mond. we are told, volunteered the

explanation through the mediums in 
London, that he could not always 
control i; and that there was a certain 
amount of skylarking on his side, 
which he could not prevent . This des­
cription may lie read on pages 217 
and 222 of “Raymond written by Sir 
Oliver Lodge, not as a funny story but 
as evidence of spirit communication.

Ask yourselves, if you had recently 
lost some dear one. would it comfort 
you to have yoar table conducting it- 
. elf in this fashion? Automatic xvrit- 
ng is another phenomenon which 
nay be the result of self-deception.

"Most people can write automatic­
ally. You do not need a planchette. 
.Ml you have to do is to place a pen­
cil in your hand on a sheet of paper. 
Read or talk or try to think of noth­
ing. Soon there will be a nervous 
tremour oft he fingers. A feeling of 
numbness and coldness may pass 
over the hands and up the arm. Your 
fingers will move and will write, first 
probably a mere illegible scribble, 
but later, if you persevere, words and 
sentences and “messages."

Next Sunday we will consider the 
nature of the evidence received.



IV. CONTRADICTIONS AND ABSURDITIES
In our examination of the authen­

ticity of the messages received through 
mediums, we saw that many commu­
nications could I « explained by Me- 
path), or thought-transference, while 
others may he due to the work of de­
mons, or ascribed to some faculty of 
the human intelligence with which we 
are at present almost totally unac­
quainted. hut which may some day tie 
developed by psychical research.

We now pass on to consider the na­
ture of the evidence. And at the out­
set we may discover this difference, 
that whereas the mediums are able to 
give circumstantial evidence as to 
things which have happened, or are 
even about to happen in this world 
due, perhaps, as we have seen, to 
thought-transference, or the action 
of the subliminal sell their utter­
ances as to affairs in the other world, 
are for the most part pitiful nonsense, 
and the intelligence is outraged and 
insulted in reading them

There are seances at which Cardinal 
Newman has appeared and given his 
blessing In bail Latin, where Liszt has 
given an inferior performance upon 
the piano; where Julius Caesar has 
been muddled in his mind concerning 
the scene of his famous utterance, 
"Veni, vidi, viei." and only a few weeks 
ago, a lady in Winnipeg professed to 
have received a message from Col. 
John Macrae, who had given her a 
sequel to his poem. ‘‘In Flanders 
Fields" which was simply twaddle.

Moreover the witnesses do not agree 
in their reports of the beings and con­
ditions of the spirit world. Now. sup­
pose a party of explorers returned 
from some newly discovered country, 
and while all agreed that they had 
visited that country, some of them de­
clared that the inhabitants were all 
white, while others insisted that there 
were many black people; some said 
there were no wild animals there, and 
others that the place was full of them, 
and other contradictory statements of 
the sort were made, we should be in­

clined to question the veracity of the 
whole party.

Contradictions as to Condition*.

Hut that is exactly the case with 
those who profess to have received 
the most intimate communications 
from the spirit world.

Conan Doyle, writing of that world, 
says: “It is in brief our own world 
perfected. There is action for the man 
of action; intellectual work for the 
thinker, artistic, literary, dramatic 
and religious work for those who like 
it. It is a world of sympathy. All is 
sweet and peaceful. It is the rest 
cure after the nervous strain of life. 
Happy circles live in pleasant home­
steads with every amenity of beauty 
and music, beautiful gardens, lovely 
flowers, green woods, pleasant lakes, 
domestic pets"

In “The Abolishing of Death." writ­
ten by Basil King, Henry Talbot his 
control in answering the question. 
What takes place at death? says: "You 
make death an impenetrable fog, w hile 
it is a mere golden mist, torn easily 
aside by the shafts of faith, and re­
vealing life as not only continuous, 
but as not cut in two by the great 
change. I cannot express myself as 
I wish. H is more like leaving prison 
for freedom and happiness. Not that 
your present life lacks joy; it is all 
joy, but you have to light with imper­
fections. Here we have only to strug­
gle with lack of development. There 
i~ no evil only different degrees of 
spirits."

On being asked further whether the 
lack of development in this life is due 
to what we call sin, he replies: "They 
come over with the evil, as it were cut 
out. and leaving blanks in their souls. 
These have by degrees to be filled 
with good."

These two answers are absolutely 
inconsistent with each other. In the 
first place, the spirit asserted that 
there is no change at death, while in
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the second, he insisted that all that is mediums, many of them being ready 
sinful in their character is suddenly deceivers and lascivious.*’ Again, 
cut out. In the cases of some people speaking of his own automatic writ-
this might he described as a very con­
siderable change.

Doyle and King then agree that 
there is no evil in the spirit world. 
But in a new hook called "The Seven 
Purposes.*' is described a land far dif­
ferent from the peaceful, placid, joy­
ous, effortless elysium of these two 
witnesses. 1 have not read the book 
myself, hut quote from a reliable re­
view. It declares that the place is 
overrun with evil spirits. It indicates 
that their existence is the only pro­
blem with which good spirits have to 
contend lighting these « vil spirits is 
their only occupation Everybody is 
engaged in the battle, young and old, 
male and female It fills their spirit 
life to overflowing.

The good spirits explain: "There is 
no great primary idea of destruction, 
but a lot of idle forces gathered and 
finding Itself behind the procession 
in strength, radiance and beauty be­
gan envying and coveting and back­
biting and from that to destruction is 
a logical and inevitable progression."

The author further says that while 
the good spirits were dictating this 
book, the bad spirits heard about it 
and were much alarmed. They feared 
that if these great truths should ever 
be published it would weaken their 
evil power, and by all sorts of mean 
tricks endeavoured to prevent the 
publication. On one occasion, after a 
"massed attack." they said to the au­
thor: "We have stopped you now.’ 
But it appears that then boasting was 
premature.

Stainton Moses, to whom 1 have re­
ferred before, as a clergyman living 
about the middle of the last century, 
says: “The shades of the departed 
seem to retain beyond the veil all the 
desires and appetites, even the evil 
one - of the world, which they seek to 
satisfy by proxy, and even keep urg­
ing inanimate men to involve them­
selves in vice, m spite of the efforts of 
more highly developed souls who seek 
to hinder them in their nefarious 
task." Again, "The matter is still 
wo.se as respects the morality of the

ings, he says he "very often found in 
them an atheistic and satanic senti­
ment." Almost all my automatic 
writings," he confesses in another 
place, "were contrary to my convic­
tions." Lombroso, a celebrated spi­
ritist. says: "Many of the spirits who 
communicate with us are sincere, hut 
the greater part are rude and unseem­
ly jesters " And he adds. "Pious me­
diums have involuntarily written blas­
phemies and obscenities "

We may well ask. which of these 
views are we to accept? For one or 
the other must be incorrec. There is 
either evil in the spirit world, or there 
is no evil There is either no break 
no change at death, or you reach that 
world with all evil cut out. which, as 
1 said, would make some people al­
most unrecognizable You cant have 
it both ways, and if one party is mis­
informed on this matter, how can we 
know that the other party is not also 
misinformed?

The Mod:1 ol" l.ilV.

Let us pass on to consider the com­
munications which profess to reveal 
the life of the spirit world. 1 have re­
ferred in a former address to the 
statement of "Raymond" to his father, 
that they lived in houses made of syn­
thetic bricks, were clothed in tweed 
suits made from the emanation of 
tweed that has rotted in the earth, 
that they called on their friends, much 
as they had done in this life, and that 
they drank whiskey and soda and 
smoked cigars This information was, 
of course, received with a good deal 
of scepticism. Even, Sir Oliver Lodge 
is worried about it. He acknowledges 
that it is utterly unvcritiable. but 
says. I propose to reproduce i; for 
what it is worth." (Raymond, p JliU.t 
But Conan Doyle has no hesitation in 
accepting It. He says. "Everything 
has its earthly equivalent. Scoffers 
have guffawed over alcohol and to­
bacco, but if all things are reproduced 
it would he a flaw if these were not 
reproduced also?"



In his Sherlock Holmes stories he 
makes the success of this celebrated 
detective to depend on his powers of 
"deductive reasoning;" and he adopts 
this same deductive reasoning in 
clearing up the mysteries of the next 
world. If," he says, "a human being 
has technical, literary, musical or 
other tendencies, they are an essen­
tial part of his character, and to sur­
vive without them would be to lose his 
identity." This seems reasonable 
enough But. he continues, it is no 
use their surviving unless they can 
find means of expression, and means 
of expression seem to require certain 
material agents and also a discrimin­
ating audience This also seems rea­
sonable "So also," he goes on to say. 
"a sense of modesty has become part 
of our very selves and implies some 
covering of our forms if personality 
i- to continue" ,"o. as apparently 
they have no clothing material over 
there, they make tweed suits front the 
emanations of tweed that rotted in the 
earth. "Our desires and sympathies." 
he add-, "would prompt us to live 
with those we love, which implies 
something in the nature of a house, 
while the human need for mental rest 
and privacy would predicate the ex­
istence of separate rooms Thus 
merely starting from the basis of con­
tinuity of personality, one might even 
without the revelations from the be­
yond. have built up some such sys­
tem by the use of pure reason and de­
duct ion "

How very obvious all this sounds, 
and of course it is continued by the 
spirits themselves Not only does 
taymond substantiate it with pas­

sages I have just quoted, hut he says 
"there is a certain amount of sky­
larking on this side which I cannot 
prevent." It is refreshing to think 
tlut these spirits retain a sense of 
humor, which seems to be entirely 
Inciting in their earthly advocates.

Again we are told across the border 
no living thing doc anything against 

Ills will We cannot make mistakes 
- « nus#1 the light is too strong." 
There are games and sports of all 

sorts" (Doyle). Henry Talbot tells 
Basil King "There are those who have

the sympathy which qualities them to 
deal with flowers, tending their spi­
ritual beauty and development. We 
do not grow weary, we rest often. 
Sometimes we sleep because it is so 
lovely, and sometimes we eat." in 
reading this passage, 1 could not help 
wondering whether their backs ever 
ached stooping over flower beds (like 
mine does) and that is why "they rest­
ed often." as I have to down here!

Now all this seems very easy and 
delightful until we conic down to 
cases. I would like to know, for in­
stance. if the whiskey is intoxicating, 
and whether one can indulge too free­
ly in it. and is it free or do you have 
to buy it? Do the cigars make be­
ginners sick? If there are cigars.
; here* must surely be cigarettes for 
those who prefer them. Is smoking 
confined to the male sex. or will lilt- 
ladies still be allowed to indulge in the 
habit?

Has it ever occurred to Conan Doyle 
and Henry Talbot and the rest, to con 
eider what a shock the prohibitionists 
will receive, who. after devoting the 
energies of a lifetime to make the 
world dry. when they go to what they 
expected to he their "reward" they 
find the drinking and smoking still 
going oil in the next world! Will it 
be heaven to them? And, if each per­
son does as he pleases, and our hu­
man tendencies are an essential part 
of our character, and w ill survive and 
find means of expression as we are 
told., will these earnest reformers 
submit quietly to the conditions they 
find or giving expression to their life­
long tendencies, will the\ attempt 
to banish strong drink from the spirit 
world, and can they he successful? 
These. I think, are quite legitimate 
questions, and we ought to he given 
fuller information about them.

Then there is another matter upon 
which further revelation is needed.

“No living thing is obliged to do 
anything against its will," we are 
told. Conan Doyle says "There is ac­
tion for the man of action (and I pre­
sume also for the woman of action), 
artistic, literary, dramatic, religious 
work for those who like it " Some 
spend their time looking after flow
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ers. But we may ask, how far these 
various employments are allowed to 
interfere with the happiness of other 
people? Remember, again, we are as­
sured that our human “tendencies 
survive because they are an essential 
part of our character, and will find 
means of expression and a discrimin­
ating audience." (Doyle). Well, take 
a woman whose great joy is house- 
cleaning who is never happier than 
when sweeping and dusting and pol­
ishing. Will she still lie able to ex­
ercise these tendencies to the discom-

what becomes of that other statement. 
"All is sweet and peaceful" "Happy 
circles live in pleasant homesteads 
with every amenity?" It cannot lie 
pleaded that there will be no dust, 
because we are informed the clothing 
is made of the emanations from tweed 
that has rotted on th« earth, and 
houses, cigars and whiskey are creat­
ed on the same principle, and 1 pre­
sume the cigars have ashes, which 
drop on the floor sometimes. Again, 
some people have a tendency to learn 
various musical Instruments and the 
acquiring of such knowledge is not 
always appreciated by their neigh­
bors How is this difficulty to be ar­
ranged in the spirit world? What be­
comes of the happy home circles, if a 
man who has had two or three wives? 
"There are games and sports of all 
sorts." Doyle tells us games of all 
sorts must include cards, so we may 
reasonably argue that there will he 
unlimited bridge parties at all hours. 
Will they play for the pleasure of the 
game, or (following their human ten­
dencies. remember), insist on having 
stakes or prizes?

Many questions of this sort will 
probably occur to you as you read the 
revelations of the spiritists as receiv­
ed from the dwellers of the world be- 

; yond.

One does not like to use the wea­
pon of ridicule in dealing with such 
a serious subject as spiritism, but in 
examining the statements made by 
various experts, as to the conditions 
of life beyond the tomb, one can hard­
ly handle them In any other way We 
are told either too much or too little.

Take the clothes These tweed suits 
they wear. Will they wear out? Will 
the fashions change? Will Noah and 
Abraham and Julius Caesar and St. 
Augustine and Henry VIII and our 
grand parents retain the garb of their 
time, so that the whole affair will look 
like a fancy dress ball; or will their 
costumes be brought up to date, all 
equally fashionable and of equally 
good material, as their wearers will 
all appear to be in the prime of life? 
Will Solomon be seen arrayed in all 
his glory, m in the tweed suit of the 
ordinary modern gentleman?

Furthermore there seems to tte 
among thee'* spirits as little thought 
of God. as little desire to see Him. or 
to worship Him, as they had in this 
life In fact, it is just the old material 
life over again, with the same mater­
ial desires and the same talk of ma­
terial things. There is nothing spi­
ritual about it so different to the 
Heaven we have been taught to look 
for.

"Where saints are clothed in spot­
less wjiite.

And evening shadows never fall,
Where God Kternal. Light of Light.
Is Lord of all."



V. THF DANGERS OF SPIRITUALISM
In our former addresses we have 

examined the claims of Spiritualism, 
its methods of working, and what it 
has to offer us in the place of, or in ad­
dition to our present faith. We have 
seen that while many of its advocates 
are learned and honorable men, there 
is much fraud and deception connect­
ed with it; most of its supposed re­
velations are trivial, and of little in­
terest. being of a very materialistic 
character, while some are even ludi­
crous when reasoned out to their con­
clusions.

What Harm is There ?

But. it may ho said, after all what 
harm is there in making use of spi­
ritualism to learn something of the 
life beyond the grave? There may be 
persons who use their psychic powers 
for their own mercenary gain, there 
may he many things connected with 
it. which we as Christians, may hesi­
tate to accept as true, hut when all is 
said and done, has it not helped many 
to believe in a future life? Has it not 
comforted mourners and brought sol­
ace and hope to thousands of bereav­
ed ? What harm is there in it?

Il h I nlair In the Bepnrlcd.

Admitting for the moment that it 
may he possible to communicate with 
those in the spirit world, it would 
still lie unfair to them to disturb their 
repose except in cases of very great 
necessity "Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord. . . . that they 
may rest from their labors" was the 
message St. John heard in his vision 
of heaven (Rev 14. 1 a I. "Entered 
into rest." is the familiar expression 
when speaking of the departed "Rest 
eternal grant them. O Lord,” has been 
the prayer offered for them from the 
earliest days of Christianity. And 
how can they rest from their labors 
if they are continually being called 
hack to earth to he interviewed? When

King Saul sought to speak with Sam­
uel after his death, the prophet ap­
peared to him and said. Why hast 
thou disquieted me to bring me up?
( 1 Sam. 28. 15.)

From this point of view it is im­
portant to consider the facts wit it re­
gard to the Myers’ contest given by 
Sir Oliver Lodge Myers was an ex­
ceedingly keen and competent inves­
tigator into psychical facts. He gave 
his life to the research. His hook. 
Human Personality, has certainly in­
fluenced English psychology. He pro­
mised that after death lie would, if 
possible, communicate with his 
friends About a month after his 
death messages purporting to lie from 
him began to arrive through several 
mediums He testified to his survival, 
and that it was difficult to communi­
cate. Very significant are the pleas 
that came from him that he should 
not lie compelled to communicate.

Thus a message came through Mrs. 
Thompson. "Make one appeal to them 
to let me be at rest for two or three 
weeks. After Hodgson hears that 1 
have tried, however badly, ask him 
not to call me. and tell him if he does 
they will not let me hear him." 
Again, "They keep on calling me. I 
am wanted everywhere. Do appeal to 
them not to break me up so. How 
easy to promise! How difficult to ful­
fil ! Make one appeal to them to let 
me he at rest for two or three weeks " 
Through Miss Raw son a message came 
purporting to come from E. Gurney, 
a friend of Myers, I have come to 
warn you for my friend, to implore 
you not to let them call him. He gets 
no rest night or day ! At every sil­
ting. Call Myers! Bring Myers!’ 
There is not a place in England where 
they do not ask for him. It disturbs 
him. It takes away his rest. For 
God's sake, do not call him. It is all 
right for him to come of his own ac­
cord What we want for him
now is to rise and forget earthly 
things. He cannot help any more. His
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life was given to it, and that must be 
the hell) He was allowed just to say 
that he continued That was his great 
desire, hut it will help nobody that he 
should be called back and made to 
hover near the earth. In fact, it will 
make him earth-bound."

Sir Olive.1 Lodge has admitted with 
regard to the communications from 
Raymond, that as early as June. 1917. 
some months after he was killed, "the 
stress and desire to communicate had 
subsided." In view of such evidence 
from the spiritualists themselves, 
what poignant force is added to the 
ancient prayer of the church "May 
they rest in peace." And could we for 
any selfish ends attempt to disturb 
that rest?

Menial Mangers.

Secondly, there is grave mental 
danger to those who dabble in spirit­
ualism This again is admitted by 
some of the leading spiritualists them­
selves. Conan Doyle says. "You can 
get into touch with either a sprite or 
an archangel; and it rests with you." 
Sir Oliver Lodge allows that it is bet- 
tet for the ordinary parsons to leave 
these things alone. Sir Win. Barrett, 
whose long connection with psychical 
research is well known, has said. "As 
regards spiritualism. I. for one, re­
cognize tint there are certain dangers, 
and we do well to be on our guard 
against them. These dangers do not 
apply to a purely scientific inves.iga- 
tion of phenomena, but seriously af­
fect those who from idle curiosity, 
venture upon these treacherous psy­
chical quicksands, or attempt to build 
a faith on the same insecure founda­
tion."

Other spiritualists of many years of 
experience have pronounced against 
it. and all seem to be agreed that any­
thing like indiscriminate acquaintance 
with the mysteries of spiritism is to 
be deprecated in the interests of san­
ity and common sense. The effect of 
planchette on women needs no de­
monstration. It is essentially a wo­
man's peril, although men are by no 
means exempt from it. At any rate, 
the majority of the medical profession

would agree that the tendencies of the 
seance are injurious to health, and 
that only persons of exceptional bal­
ance and sanity should be permitted 
lo investigate psychic phenomena.

Dr. U. M. Robertson, medical super­
intendent of the Royal Hospital for 
the Insane at Edinburgh, writes in 
the Hibbert Journal. Jul>. 1917: "I 
feel it my duty to u ter a note of 
warning to those who are seeking 
consolation in their sorrow by prac­
tical experiments in the domain of 
spiritualism." He goes on to say that 
the belief in spiritualism merges with 
some peop'e into unmistakable delu­
sion, so that in some cases it is im­
possible to tell where the one ends 
and the other begins; and that in­
quiries into spiritualism not infre­
quently lead to insanity and also re­
tard recovery from insanity, and may 
render permanent what might other­
wise have been u temporary afflic­
tion." Similar testimony from many 
other eminent physicians could be 
produced if there were time.

A short time ago. a writer in one of 
the English church papers, referred 
to this danger, and an irate spiritual­
ist challenged him for proof of his 
statements, saying. "To hint vaguely 
and mysteriously at hidden perils is 
no deterrent to aching hearts seeking 
communion with those of whom they 
have lost sight

The writer replied: "Sir.—Miss In­
gram asks for definite illustration» of 
the dangers of planchette. I have seen 
myself a woman stark staring mad. 
under the influence of automatic writ­
ing. I know a lady whose daughter 
became, for a whole year, a changed 
character, under the control of an evil 
spirit. I know another lady whose 
health has been threatened by the ef­
fect of "sittings."

Instances of this kind can he mul­
tiplied: but perhaps these results of 
my own personal observation will 
suffice."

And only last week an item appear­
ed in tite press stating that in a vil­
lage of 12tm inhabitants in California, 
seven persons were arrested on charg­
es of insanity after they had become 
ottija fiends

9
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But leyond the injury we might in­
flict on >ur loved ones by attempting 
to distuih their rest in the Lord, and 
beyond the danger of mental disease 
being brought on by dabbling in the 
occult, there is a more serious danger 
still the danger of denying the Lord 
Jesus Christ who bought us. for the 
so-called revelations of spiritism un­
used to discredit the fundamental 
truths of Christianity.

Sir A. Conan Doyle, in a recent lec­
ture at Edinburgh, said, "'That the 
spirits when asked what they thought 
of Christ, replied that lie was the 
highest spirit that was known, and 
that while His death was beautiful, it 
was the life that was unique. The 
death might be matched, but never the 
lift-. Round that death, he said, there 
had grown up all these mystical doc­
trines of original sin. redemption and 
so on. over which men had quarrelled 
ever since He gave up His life on the 
Cross."

Now if tlv-re is one cardinal truth 
for which Christianity stands, it is 
that Jesus Chris: was crucified for us 
under Pontius Pilate, that He made 
theie on the • os< a full, perfect and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satis­
faction for the sins of the whole

"In a public lecture given in Johan­
nesburg, I lit question was asked. 
What did spiritualists think their re­
ligion gave them which the church 
could not? Tin answer given at once 
by a spiritualis present was this: 
"Sight instead of faith;" and the sum­
mary of their creed was stated to he 
that spiritualism was a religion which 
made each man responsible for his 
own life, and left him to work out his 
own salvation with no need of salva­
tion by Jesus or any other saint." In 
other words their creed finds no place 
for belief of our Lord as God, or for 
any need of a Saviour " (Longridge).

In a tract widely circulated by spi­
ritists. entitled "(’an a Chris inn he a 
Spiritualist?" are these words: if 
one half what is taught in the church­
es to-day is the true teaching of 
Christ lien a Christian may not he a

spiritist without renouncing his Chris­
tianity. Hut if 1 am right in my con­
ception of the Naza rene's Gospel, then 
spiritism embrace# all the truths He 
taught and much more besides.*’

And what is the writer's conception 
of the Naza rene's Gospel? He rejects 
miracles, and sacraments as neces­
sary for salvation, he rejects the spe­
cial ami unique Divinity of Jesus. He 
rejects with anger, the vicarious 
atonement and says that by deifying 
Jesus the hope of a higher humanity 
is taken from us."

In another tract entitled "Saviours 
of Men." Mr, Ernest Marklem, after 
expatiating on those who have earned 
the title of saviours, says: "I am sorry 
lo say that I cannot include Jesus 
Christ among these saviours, and con­
tinues. not prayer, not medical stu­
dies and practice have wrought tin- 
worlds salvation from sickness; not 
the priests nor the popes, nor the spu­
rious Christs from Jesus to Smyth, 
Pigott and Dr. Howie."

in his hook “The New Revelation." 
Conan Doyle says there is one spirit 
who is "nearer to God than all others, 
and to that extent represents God. His 
special care is the earth. He came 
down upon it at a time of great earth­
ly depravity in order to give people 
the lesson of an ideal life. Then he 
returned to his own high station, hav­
ing left an example which is still oc­
casionally followed. That is the story 
of Christ as the spirits describe it. 
There is nothing here he continues, 
of atonement or redemption. But 
there is a perfectly feasible and rea­
sonable scheme, which I. for one, 
could readily believe."

To the Christian who believes with 
St. Paul that Christ is "over all God. 
blessed for ever," such language, 
whatever its source, is blasphemy.

Perhaps it may he said that these 
heterodox views are only the personal 
beliefs of a few individuals they do 
not represent the belief of the maj­
ority of spiritualists That is a state­
ment difficult to dispu e. as there has 

; been no authoritative declaration of 
doctrines issued, which must he sub­
scribed to by all: but there has been 
a book of spiritual songs and hymns.
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compiled for the use of Psychological 
Societies, and many of our old fam­
iliar hymns have been altered to 
avoid anything which savors of dog­
matic teaching, or credal opinions. I 
will give you one sample from which 
you may judge the rest. The hymn 
“May the grace of Christ, our Saviour, 
And the Father's boundless love 
With the Holy Spirit’s favor 
Rest upon us from above" has been 
changed to “May the grace of guar­
dian angels," instead of “Christ our 
Saviour," and with the “loving spirits’ 
favor, (spirits being the plural, i. e. 
human spirits) instead of the “Holy 
Spirit." The evidence of their denial 
as a body of the Deity of our Lord is 
overwhelming, and we must remember 
that in the north of England there are 
hundreds of so-called spiritist church­
es, with organized services and Sun­
day Schools. In Rochdale, a town of 
93,000 inhabitants, there .re seven 
such churches, and these all oppose 
the Christian creeds.

1 cannot conclude these addresses 
better than with the words of the Bis­
hop of Edinburgh. Speaking of what 
we must do to counteract the false 
and dangerous teaching of the spirit­
ists, he says: “Our Churches must 
throb with supernatural life; our

communicants must bear testimony to 
Countless supernatural experiences; 
the visits of angels must be felt to be 
not rare and brief, but many and pro­
tective; the malign influences of evil 
spirits must be as much dreaded now 
as in Apostolic days; the departed 
must not lie regarded as far oil’ or 
only brought to our notice with ut­
most difficulty, but as dwelling in the 
heavenly places where we dwell; their 
fellowship must not be one gained 
only by imaginary effort, but realised 
at every Communion. ‘We have al­
ready come,* that must be our con­
viction, not only to an innumerable 
company of angels, but also to the 
spirits of just men made perfect.’ And, 
above all, we must make men feel that 
all our churches where the faithful 
are gathered together are irradiated 
by the Spiritual Presence of Jesus the 
Mediator of the New Covenant, far 
more real and abiding than those sup­
posed indications of spiritual mani­
festation to which spiritualists would 
point."

Thus, with Christ and the mighty 
dead, and the angels on our side, and 
our life aflame with the presence of 
God, we shall put to flight the armies 
of evil and superstition, and the Truth 
shall shine triumphant over all.
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