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PREFACE.

a

It has been thought convenient, for the information
of the Public, to prepare a careful analysis of the
Evidence tiken before the Select Committee on
Emigration of 1826, and of the Appendix to the
Report and Evidence, as those documents, contain-
ing a mass of the most viluablé information, must
necessarily, from their size, be very formidable to
the ordinary class of readers.



)
0 .
5
,J
Pl
i
. d
P
e
4 .
W X
.
o .
%
‘
K
T ey
)
)
AN )
ot
I
v a
R




%- CONTENTS.

Page

Rerort of the SeLect CommiTTEE appointed by the

House of Commons to inquire into the- Expediency
of encouraging Emicrarion from the United King-
dom .

[

Analysis of the Evl{ence given before the Committee

Analysis of the Appendix to the Report

N
|



\
B
. "‘f.fg"" 5
. o
N
o
N
g,
'
T
O PSR
) .
.
.
w
. N
Y



"REPORT.

"t
-
‘
\

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire
into the Expediency of encouraging Emigration
from the United Kingdom, and to report their
" Observations thereupon to The House; and to
whom the Reports of Seési\ons 1823, 1824, and
1825, on the State of Ireland, and the Employment
of the Poor there; and also the Petitions and Me-
morials to the Colonial Department from Persons
desirous of -emigrating from the United Kingdom,
were severally referred :———HAvE, pursuant to the
Order of the House,: examiged the Matters to
them 1efer1ed, and have agreed to the followmg
REPORT :— '

Your Committee are induced to consider that the
following important Facts have been established
by the Evidence- which they have collected for
the information of the House :—

First:—That there are extensive districts in
Ireland, and districts in England and Scotland,
where the population is at the present moment
redundant ; in other words, where there exists a
very considerable proportion of able-bodied and
active labourers, beyond that number to which any
existing demand for -labour can afford employ-
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ment :—That the effect of this redundancy is not
only to reduce a part of this population to a great
degree of destitution and misery, but also to
deteriorate the general condition of the labouring
classes :—That by its producing a supply of labour
in excess as compared with the demand, the wages
of labour are necessarily reduced to a minimum,
which is ufterly insufficient to supply that popu-
lation with those means of support and subsistence
which are necessary to secure a healthy and satis-
factory condition of the Community:—That in
England, this redundant population has been in
part supported by a parochial rate, which, accord-
ing to the Reports and Evidence of former Com-
mittees specially appointed to consider the subject,
threatens in its extreme tendency to absorb the
whole rental of the Country; and that in Ireland,
where no such parochial rate exists by law, and
where the redundancy is found in a still greater
degree, a considerable part of the population is
- dependent for the means of support on the pre-
carious source of charity, or is compelled to resort
to habits of plunder and spoliation for the actual
means of subsistence.

-Secondly: —That in the British Colonies in
North America (including the Canadas, New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward’s
Island) at the Cape of Good Hope, and in New
South Wales, and Van Diemen’s Land, there are
tracts of unappropriated land of the most fertile.
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quality, capable of receiving and subsisting any
proportion of the redundant population of this
country, for whose conveyance thither, means could
be found at any time, present or future.

Thirdly:—That while the English, Scotch and
Irish evidence taken before your Committee ap-
pears to establish the fact, that this redundant
population is practically found to repress the indus-
try, and even sometimes to endanger the peace of
the mother-country ; the Colonial evidence which has
been taken by Your Committee uniformly concurs
in the opinion, that the industry and the safety of
the. Colonies will be materially encouraged and
preserved by the reception of this population. The
unemployed labourer at home necessarily consumes
more than he produces, and the national wealth is
diminished in that proportion. When transferred
to new countries, where soil of the first quality
of fertility is unappropriated, and where the rate
of wages is consequently high, it will be found
that he produces infinitely more than he consumes,
and the national wealth will be increased by the
> change, if the Colonies are to be cons1dered as
integral parts of the nation at large.

If the foregoing posmons be correct, your Com-
mittee feel justified in recommending the subject
of Emigration to the most serious and deliberate
consideration of the House, as one obvious and
immediate measure for correcting in some degree
this redundancy of population, and for mitigating
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the numerous evils which appear to result from its
existence. Butin the prosecution of their exami-
nation of this most important and comparatively

unexamined subject, they have not had either the

time or the opportunity to perfect that scope of
inquiry which would justify them in offering to the

House any specific recommendations, with respect

to the manner in which it might be convenient

to make any experiment of Emigration on an

extended scale; they therefore propose to limit

themselves to an exposition of the principles by

which the examination of the evidence taken before

them has been uniformly directed, and to a short

enumeration of the points which have formed

distinct objects of inquiry. -

They have considered that no system of Emigra-
tion could be recommended to the attention of
Parliament, which was not essentially voluntary on
the part of the Emigrants, and which did not
relate to that part of the community which may
be cons%‘ lered to be in a state of permanent pauper- -
ism. ey also consider, that it would be in the
highest degree desirable that any expense incurred
for the purpose of Emigration, to be contributed
from national. funds, should be -ultimately repaid ;
so°that no gratuitous expenditure should be neces-
sary, except in cases which might justifiably be
'made exceptions to the general rule. It is true
the Emigrations carried into effect in 1823 and
1825, under the superintendence of Mr. Peter



THE REPORT. 5

Robinson,. the details of which are to be found in
the Appendix*, were supported by Parliamentary
grants of money, for which no repayment was
pledged; but those emigrations were necessary
for the purpose of experiment, and the justifica-
tion of employing public money for that purpose
was specially. pleaded, on the ground of their
being experiments which were necessary to pre-
cede any more extended scheme. The princi-
pal, if not the only objections which were raised
against these experiments, rested on the ground
of the expenditure of public money which they
involved being unrepaid.

Your Committee, therefore, did not pause to
consider the question, whether the benefits which
might be expected to accrue, both to the mother-
country and to the Colonies, from a measure so
calculated to benefit both parties, would be suffi-
“"“cient to justify an outlay of national capital ; but
they proceeded to satisfy themselves with respect
to the actual expenditure incurred in the Emigra-
tion of 1823, (which, as an experiment, may be
considered to have entirely succeeded,) and to
ascertain whether an equal or a less expense
incurred in subsequent Emigrations could be cou-
pled with arrangements to supersede the necessity
of any national outlay without repayment. In
illustration of the views which they entertain on._

* In Parliamentary Papers.
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this part of the subject, they beg to refer to the
following Extract from an original Paper which was
laid before the Committee of 1823, on the Employ-
ment of the Poor in Ireland, which is given at
length in the Appendix to this Report :—

“ It is considered as unquestionable, that, although
this measure is not in the slightest degree compul-
sory, the poor man who offers his strength and
energy as a labourer, but who, finding no demand,
or at least no adequate demand, for his services, is .
compelled to receive © parish relief” for the pre-
servation of his own existence and that of his fa-
mily, will accept this opportunity of bettering his
condition, by laying the foundation for future inde-
pendence, with eagerness and gratitude, when
sufficient time has elapsed, and proper pains
been taken to make him understand the true nature
and character of the change that is proposed for
him. | '

“It is equally considered as certain, that pa-
rishes will anxiously accept this facility (as far as
their own concurrence is required) of relieving
themselves, at a slight annual expense, of any pre-
sent and pressing redundancy of population, and
also of securing for the future the effectual preven-
tion supplied by this measure for any accumula-
tion of labourers whose services they may be inca-
pable of remunerating.

“Itis at once evident that this system of emi-
gration could be made immediately applicable to



THE REPORT, {

Ireland and Scotland, provided that money was
raised there for the purpose by local assessment, or
that a specific tax was pledged for money lent for
that purpose by the Government.

“ Although it may be argued, that there can be
no actual redundancy of population as long as the
waste lands in the mother-country remain unculti-
vated, yet no person conversant with such subjects
ean contend that such redundancy does not now,
virtually at least, exist ; in other words, that there
are not many strong labouring men for whose ser-
vices there is no adequate demand, and who cannot
be employed upon any productive labour that will
pay the expenses of production ; and if any person
should feel alarm, that, under the operation of such
a measure, too great a proportion of the popula-
tion might be abstracted, they may rest assured
not only that this” measure can be suspended or
limited at any time, but that, in point of fact, it has
that suspensive power within itself ; for, whenever
there should exist at home an adequate demand for
the services of able-bodied men out of employ,
whether from the increase of productive industry or
from the demands of war, or from any other cause,
there would be no longer a temptation to emigrate.

“ It is also observed, that with such a system in
regular and effective operation, no inconvenience
could ever again result to this country from a tem-
porary stimulus being given at any time to the
* population which could not permanently be sus-
‘ ' c R
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tained. It must not be forgotten, in a compre-
hensive view of such a system, that the pauper,
for whose labour no remuneration can pe afforded
at home, will be transmuted by this process’ into
an independent proprietor, and at no distant period
will become a consumer of the manufactured articles
of his native country; nor, on the other hand, can

- any calculable period be assigned for the termina-
tion of such' a system, until all the colonies of the
British empire are saturated, and millions added to
those who speak the English language, and carry
with them the liberty and the laws and sympa-
thies of their native country.

“ Such a system would direct the t1de of emi-
gration towards parts of the British empire which
must be considered as integral, though separated
by geographical position. The defence of these
colonial possessions would be more easily supplied
within themselves, and their increasing prosperity
would not only relieve the mother-country from
pecuniary demands that are now indispensable, but
that prosperity, in its re-action, would augment the
wealth and the resources of the mother -country
itself.”” -

The number of emigrants sent out in 1823 was
182 men, 143 women, 57 boys between fourteen
and eighteen, and 186 children under fourteen, form-
ing together an aggregate of 568. The expense
actually incurred for this emigration amounted, as
will be seen in the Appendix, to 12,5931 3s. which
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was at the rate of 22/. 1s. 6d. per head; the Estimate
on which the vote was taken was at the rate of

80L. per family, taking the proportion of a man, a
" woman, and two children for each family. That
Estimate had been calculated with reference to the
following details : a man 351, a wonian 25/, two
children 14/. each, forming a total of 88/, from which
deduction had been made of a little more than 9
per cent., on the supposition that a combined emi-
gration would be found to be less expensive than
an individual case; but the total absence of all
previous preparations, and a high rate of passage,
carried the actual expense beyond the Estimate.
It will however be observed, with respect to the
emigrants actually sent out, that the men were be-
yond the proportion estimated : if that proportion
had been preserved, the numbers would have been
142 mep, ‘142 women, and 284 children, conse-
quently the actual expense would have been
12,4961. instead of 13,347[., and in that case the
positive excess over' the Estimate would have
amounted to 1136/.—Various reasons have induced
your Committee to make their calculations at the
rate of 20/. per head : in making their calculations
at that rate, which has peculiar relation to the
colony of Upper Canada, your Committee beg it
may be distinctly understood, that they are by no
means prepared to express an opinion that-an emi-
gration might not be carried on to Upper Canada,
at a still less rate of expense; for by taking the
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proportion in each family at 8 children, which' youf
Committee have reason to believe would be found

to be a more accurate proportion than 2 children

to each family, the expense would necessarily be

reduced in proportion. But your Committee are

also of opinion that previous arrangements, con-
tracts upon an extended scale, especially if made

for a series of years, and order and method intro-

duced into the whole of the system, would enable
a less sum to effect that which has been actually
effected in the case of the emigration of 1823,
where no facilities existed, except in the assistance '
of the local government of Upper Canada, and in
the zeal and exertions of the superintendent, Mr
Peter Robinson.
Your Committee would also observe, that the
calculation of expense must necessarily vary in
every different colony : the evidence shows that it
would be diminished in Lower Canada, in New
Brunswick, in Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward’s
Island ; but if 80L be taken as the maximum ex-
pense necessary to convey one man, one woman,
and two children -only to Upper Canada, and if the
evidence should show that “ that maximum” can

be repaid, it follows, ¢ fortiori, that any minor ex-
pense can be repaid with greater ease.

With respect to New South Wales and Van Die-
men’s Land, the distance naturally creating so

. much additional expense in the passage,‘the calcu-

lations applicable to North America in no degree
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whatever apply to these Colonies. With m"tespect
to the Cape, the only emigration contemplated has
been an emigration of labourers rather than of colo-
_nists ; which equally makes the calculation of Upper
Canada inapplicable to that Colony. Your Com-
mittee have supposed that the sum of 80/. could be
raised on annuity of 8l 10s, 9d. for sixty years,
interest being taken at fouriper cent.; and under
the supposition that such an annuity could be
raised, their inquiries were directed to the question,
whether, supposing that the payment of such an-
nuity for the first seven years were secured, the
situation of the emigrant head of a family would be
~such as to enable him to undertake the payment of
this annuity for the remainder of the period, in
liquidation of the debt contracted by him for his
removal from the mother-couigtry to the colony,
and this without any prejudice or inconvenience to
himself, it being provided, as a necessary collateral
arrangement, that he might redeem that annuity at
any time on the common princ’ii)les of redemption,
thereby freeing his land from the charges which
otherwise would contingently attach to it.

An examination of the evidence before your
Committee will show that a large majority of the
evidence which has been obtaineé; upon this subject
is in favour of such a repayment being practicable,
and that there would be little difficulty in collecting
it, provided it were to be clearly explained that it
was in the nature of a repayment of a debt con-
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tracted, - r?ither_than in the character of rent for
Jand. \ :
It will also be found to be generally stated, that
in the case of an emigrant leaving the land at the
expiration of seven years, when the repayment by
the terms of the proposition would commence, the
improvement of his cultivation for seven years
would make the land itself an adequate security
for such repayment. :
Tt may be necessary to mention in this place, that
~ with respect to the sum advanced by the emigrant,
your Committee never contemplated an actual re-
payment of money to be transmitted to England,
but a payment which should be applied in the
Colony for purposes which it is now necessary to
defray exclusively from the funds of the Mother-
country. In pursuing the subject in this point of
view, your Committee were not only influenced by
the consideration of the advantage' of securing a
practical repayment of any money which might be
supplied from the national funds for this national
object, but also by the conviction that the industry
of the emigrant would be more effectually stimulated
‘and confirmed by subjecting him to the reﬁéyment
of the greater part of the debt incurred, the parti-
culars and nature of which debt could be distinctly -
explained to him previously to his being received
as a candidate for emigration, and which debt, if
it be duly analyzed, will not be found to differ in.
principle from any other debt which may be incurred
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by any individual for the object of bettering his own
condition and that of his family.

- The inquiries of your Committee were then
directed 1o the consideration, whether the payment
of the annuity for the first period, namely, seven
years, could be obtained from those parties at home
who were specially benefited by the removal of the
redundant population. Your Committee feel it
hardly necessary to observe that the cases of Kng-
land, Ireland, and Scotland essentially differ from
each other in this respect. In England, the poor-
rate affords an immediate fund which can be made
applicable to the repayment of any expense incurred )
for emigration: the evidence of Mr. Hodges, the
Chairman of the West Kent Quarter Sessions, is so
copious and satisfactory upon this subject, that
your Committee have only to call the particular
attention of the House to it: and although Mr.
Hodges’ observations are limited to a particular
district in Kent and Sussex, it will be found that
the principle will apply generally to any part of
England where a redundant population is found to
exist. In Scotland a poor-rate exists, though so
modified by local circumstances, and so varying in
its practical execution; as to make it very doubtful .
whether it could be made applicable in the same
manner as' the English poor-rate for such repay-
ment. . ) , :

In Ireland the case is entirely different: nothing
in the nature of a poor-rate exists by law; and

-
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therefore voluntary consent on the part of the pro-
prietors of land towards any contribution for the
purpose of emigration, must there, as well as in
Scotland, be indispensable: " In the case of Ireland,

whether such voluntary contribution were made by
individuals, or by local assessments, to which indi-
viduals might be consentient, the principle of volun-
tary consent still remains necessary as part of the
measure. Your Committee therefore beg to call
the particular attention of the House to the very
" important evidence which they have received with
respect to the state of that country. It will be
found uniformly stated in that evidence, that the
evils of pauperism are not less felt in Ireland -ifi
consequence of the non-existence of a parochial
fund for the support of the poor; all the attributes
of the most unbounded pauperism are to be found
there ; mendicancy, with all its train of evils, occa-
smnal outrage, habits of idleness, even in those for
whose labour some demand exists, and a character
of destitution and misery pervading all the lower
classes of somety It is also to be observed, that
in a pecuniary point of view an indirect burthen is
imposed upon that part of the country where a re-
dundant population exists. Your Committee there-
fore trust that the most deliberate attention of the
Proprietors of land in Ireland will be called to this
subject, and that they may be induced to make
voluntary contributions for the purpose of emigra-
tion, as a relief from those burthens which, though
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not legally imposed, are yet found practically to
press upon them, from the superabundance of the
pauper population. )
Your Committee at the same time are fully aware .
that neither the parishes in England or in Scotland,
nor districts or proprietors of land in Ireland, will
be induced to contribute for this purpose, unless it
can be demonstrably shown that their interests, both
general and pecuniary, will be benefited by such con-
tribution. Your Committee have no hesitation in
expressing their opinion, that the general tenour of
the evidence received by them justifies the expec-
tation that such benefit will be thereby derived.
There is however one special point of view with
tespect to Ireland, to which your Committee feel it
necessary to call the attention of the House: it is
that of a proprietor who is-legally entitled to eject
a redundant pauper population, which has been
surreptitiously introduced into his property, but
who, at the same time that he feels that his own
- interest and that of his family are materially in-
. volved in the removal of this population, shrinks
from the exercise of his undoubted legal right, from

his dread of the consequences which must attach to o

them from their removal. )

In such a state of circumstances, which your
Committee have reason to believe is not of unfre-
quent occurrence, they cannot but contemplate the
~ public advantage that would be derived from -ena-
bling such a measure on the part of an individual
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to be carried into effect, to the mutual benefit of
the party dispossessing and of the party dispos

sessed; and they entertain the most confident ex-
pectation that a careful examination into this part
of the subject, on the part of the Irish proprietors,
will convince them that their own interests will be
consulted by a contribution towards the expense of
the emigration of such tenants.

With reference to this particular part of the sub-
ject, your Committee beg to advert to an Act
passed in the present Session, entitled, * An Act
to amend the Law of Ireland respecting the Assign-
ment and Sub-letting of Lands and Tenements.” .
This Act was specially founded upon the evidence
taken before the Committees on the state of Ire-
land, and has met with the entire concurrence of
both Houses of Parliament. It provides against
the recurrence of the evil which has been described
in the preceding paragraphs. But the House will
not fail to remark, that all the advantages that may
be derived from this Act will be diminished, if not
rendered absolutely nugatory, unless a well organ-
ized system of Emigration should be established
concurrently with the measure itself. With respect
to the disposition of the tenantry ejected under such
circumstances, your Committee have to observe,
that the uniform testimony they have received from
the evidence, from the petitions submitted to them,
and from other sources of information, has induced
them to believe that the knowledge, which is now



THE REPORT. ' 17

generally disseminated, of the advantages which
* the emigrants of 1823 and 1825 have experienced,
will be sufficient to induce not only any paupers
‘who may be ejected under such circumstarices, but
all of the more destitute classes of the popuilation in
Ireland, to avail thémselves with the utmost grati-
tude of any facilities which may be afforded for
emigration. On this point your Committee beg to
transcribe an extract from a letter addressed by
Colonel Talbot, the founder of the Talbot Settlement
in Upper Canada, to a member of your Committee,
with respect to the Emigration of 1823 and 1825 :—
“I accompanied Sir Peregrine Maitland last winter
. *“.on a tour of inspection to the new Irish emigrant
« settlements, about 100 miles below York. I was
“ anxious to see how they were getting on, and
“ whether the scheme of transporting .the poor of
“ Ireland to this country was likely to prove bene-
“ ficial or not, and- was happy to find them doing
“ admirably. These people were sent: out* last
“ summer, about /000 souls, and did not get on
 their land until 1ate in November; all of them that
“I saw had snug log huts, and had chopped each
* between three and four acres, and I have every
“ reason to think thiat they will realize a comfortable
“independence in the course of this year, and be
“ of no further cost to the government; and ‘it was
« satisfactory to hear them expressing their grati-
*“ tude for what was done for them.”

To revert to the subject of the repayment, by
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the emigrants, of part of the expense incurred.
Your Committee are fully aware that such repay-
ment could alone be made practicable under the
circumstances of an adequate market being found
for the increased productions of the colonies, arising
from the cultivation of the land by each successive
series of emigrants ; they have, therefore, directed
a very extensive examination into this particular
branch of inquiry. The evidence of Mr. Uniacke
upon this subject, as connected with the Fisheries,
will be found to be very interesting and satis-
factory,
- Your Committee thought it of paramount import-
ance to inquire whether the result of emigration on
an extended scale, carried into effect from year to
year by fresh importations of emigrants, would not
involve a material diminution of the expense in-
curred in each successive year, with reference to
the numbers emigrating ; and whether, in point of
fact, a well-organized system of emigration, once
established, would not carry itself on without ex-
traneous assistance, or at least with assistance
reduced to a very small amount, as compared with
its original amount. Their inquiries, therefore;
have been especially directed to this point ; and it
will be found that the general tenour of the evidence
is in favour of the probability of a material diminu-
tion of expense in each successive year.

Your Committee being fully aware that one po-
pular objection which is continually offered.to any
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system of Emigration on an extended scale, is the
argument, that the benefit would be only tempo-
rary, and that the temporary vacuum would be
rapidly filled up; felt it necessary to direct their
inquiries to the consideration of such collateral
measures, both of a legislative and of a practical
nature, as might be calculated to repress, if notto
prevent, that tendency : they have therefore pur-
- sued their inquiries very extensively, and have
been fortunate enough to collect very valuable
evidence on this branch of the subject.

Your Committee were also aware that a popular
objection exists to Emigration, on the ground, that
the numbers to be taken away, for the purpose of
producing any benefit, must be necessarily so great
as to prevent the possibility of any practical mea-
sure sufficient for the purpose. Your Committee
therefore (without expressing.any opinion whatever
on this point) have directed their inquiries to this
investigation, as comprising an element of primary
importance in the consideration of Emigration as a
national measure.

This part of the subject may be illustrated by
the following hypothetical statement. If a district
be admitted to require only nine hundred labourers
for its adequate cultivation, and if a thousand are
found to exist there, who are all more or less em-
ployed, it is evident, whether the case be supposed
to happen in England or in Ireland, that the fund for
the remuneration of labour in that district is divided
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among a thousand instead of nine hundred persons ;
the consequence may and probably will be, that the
whole one thousand will receive less than would be
adequaie to support them, and that they may all
present an appearance of want and destitution ; but
if one hundred labourers be removed from this dis-
trict, and by that operation the supply of labour be
proportioned to the real demand, the wages of
labour will necessarily rise, and the condition of
the remaining nine hundred may be materially im-
proved ; and, what is of more importance, the actual
work executed by those nine hundred labourers, in
their improved condition, may and will be equal, if
not superior, to that which was executed by the
whole one thousand in their state of comparatively
unremunerated service. In illustration of this sub-
ject, reference also may be made to the Report,
printed in 1824, of the Select Committee appointed
to inquire into the practice which prevails in some
parts of the country, of paying the Wages of labour
out of the Poor-rates, &c.

Your Committee observed, in the Repott of the
Committees appointed, in 1817 and 1819, to con-
sider of the Poor Laws, that a strong opinion was
expressed as to an extension, unlicensed by actual
law, of the relief afforded to able-bodied paupers,
under which much of the evils incident to the Poor
Law system have been considered to arise; and

they thought it would be expedient to inquire in .

what manner and to what degree a well-organized
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system of Emigration from England would facilitate
the appropriation of the poor-rates according to
their original application, as contended for by those
Committees ; and how far it might be found practi-
cable to mortgage the poor-rates for the purpose of
relieving the parishes from their superabundant
population. They have therefore made. particular
inquiries on these points: and here they have
again to revert to the. valuable evidence of Mr.
Hodges, who has shown that voluntary-efforts have
already. been made for this special purpose; that,
within his knowledge, parishes have furnished
money from the poor-rates for the purpose of facili-
tating Emigration ; and that the emigrants, availing
themselves of those facilities, had proceeded to the
United States of America. Your Committee pre-
sume that it would be unnecessary to argue in
favour of any determination of Emigrants to our

~ own. colonies, provided it can be shown that the

expense necessary to be incurred will not be so
great as.that which is necessary in their removal

to the United States. ,
An application was made to jour Committee

by the Colombian Agricultural Association, with

reference to the subject of receiving Emigrants on
the lands located to them in Colombia; and your
Committee beg to refer to the evidence of Sir
Robert Wilson upon this point.

Your Committee beg also to inform the House,

that, during the course of their investigation, they
- D
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received an application from Mr. Chambers, a
Police Magistrate, requesting to be examined upon
the subject of that numerous class of persons in
the Metropolis, chiefly under age, who, being
thrown upon the streets in perfect destitution, soon
resort to crimes for their support. A class so
numerous, and whose case is so lamentable, de-
serves the attention of Parliament as one of those
special cases which must be either left to the
benevolence of charitable institutions, or of Par-
liament, to supply those funds for the first period
of emigration, which (as already explained) the
Committee-are disposed to recommend should be
farnished by the individuals specially benefited
by the removal of the Emigrants.

‘They would- also beg to refer to the evidence
of -Mr. Bodkin, the secretary of the Mendicity
Society, upon this subject.

It will be observed, from the examination of the
Evidence, that in the event of any general measure
of Emigration being carried into effect, it has been
suggested to the Committee, that several legislative
measures might, under certain modifications,. be
introduced as auxiliaries to the object: such, for
example, as to enable parishes in England to mort-
gage their poor-rates for the purpose of forming
a fund for the emigration of their poor ; to enable
tenants for life in Ireland and Scotland to charge
their estates for that object; to enable parishes
in Ireland and Scotland to effect a similar charge,

®
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subject to the consent of some definite proportion
of the contributors; to provide some means for
regulating the erection of cottages in those agricul-
tural ‘parishes where rates may be mortgaged for
the purposes of emigration*; fo establish a Board
of Emigration, with protectors’ of emigrants; to
hold a lien on the lands allotted to the emigrants
as a security until the original debt be liquidated,
such lien to be in the nature of a land-tax, redeem-
able at any time at a certain rate of redemption ;
to legalise apprenticeships, 'In no case to exceed
seven years, during which one-fourth of the wages
received by the apprentice should be set apart by
the master in liquidation of the expense incurred
in the transport of the emigrant, such apprentice-
ships only to continue until that expense shall have
been liquidated, and after that period the appren-
tice to be entirely free 1. :

Your Committee beg finally to express their
decided conviction, that the circulation of their
Report, and of the Minutes of Evidence, throughout
the United Kingdom and the Colonies, will enable
any future Committee to resume the subject, with
the means of proposing measures sufficiently de-
finite to justify their recommendation of them to
the House for its adoption.

26 May, 1826.
&

* Vide Evidence of Mr.Hodges.
T Vide Evidence of Mr, Carlisle and Mr. Eager,
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" ANALYSIS OF THE EVIDENCE

Giiven ‘before the Select Commitiee of the House of
Commons, mla}z've to Emigration.

HENRY JOHN BOULTON, Esa.,

Tue Solicitor-General of Upper Canada, having care- _ Mr.
" fully read the evidence that has been given before the Boulton.
. Irish Committees of 1823 ‘and 1825, and being ac-
quaintéd with its details, thinks it,. generally speaking,
very accurate*. He was not present at the location
of the Irish’ emigrants sent out to the province of
Upper Canada in 1823; but he had frequent conver-
sation with them after they had been some time on their
lands, particularly in consequence of a disturbance (and
the only one which took place among them) soon after
their settlement. He went there as public prosecutor,
to bring them to justice ; and though the sentence was
~ severe, for the sake of example, yet he joined the
presiding judge in recommending to the governor of
the colony, the remission of the greater part of the
punishment. He believes that this emigration has
complétely an\"swered, and that the settlers are all
perfectly satisfied with their situation, except perhaps p,ge 13.
fifteen or twenty worthless people, mostly young i mary”
men, who had no ties to bind them, or who, finding
that they were likely to be punished for the disturb-
ances in which they had been engaged, thought it pru-

liamentary
Report.

* William Bowman Felton, Esq., the Rev. Dr. Si;rachnn, George
Markland, Esq., John Rolph, Esq., all concur in this opinion.

m
o -



26 EVIDENCE OF

dent to abscond. With these exceptions, the emigrants
are, in all respects, satisfied .and doing well. Mr.

".Boulton has frequently heard them contrasting their
" present situation with that which they had left in Ire-

land, expressing the highest satisfaction at their change

~.of circumstances, and recommending their friends to

Page 14.

EX

leave no stone unturned to join them ; and he has seen
forty or fifty letters written to their friends and relations
in Ireland, full of those sentiments. The emigrants of
1823 were settled upon the river Mississippi, in the
district of Bathurst, in the eastern part of the province;
but those of 1825 are settled much higher up, in the
Newcastle district, towards the centre of the colony.
With provisions for one year, a cow, implements of
husbandry, and aid in building a log-house, Mr. Boul-
ton is of opinion, that the emigrants will proceed with-
out any further assistance from the public; for he
knows many that go upon their lands perfectly desti-
tute, and yet succeed ; and he has no doubt but that
they would be able to pay 4/. per annum for their loca-
tion of 100 acres, after a period of seven years. Under
such favourable circumstances, they would soon acquire
property, for they become quickly dexterous in the use
of the axe; and an able-bodied industrious man can,
without overworking himself, clear a fence, and put in
crop ten acres of land in the course of twelve months.
This crop would consist of Indian corn, wheat and
potatoes ; the acre would yield twenty or thirty bushels
of wheat, notwithstanding’ the stumps of trees remain-
ing on the ground. If emigration continue, the settlers
will find a better market at their door from the strangers
coming on their lots, and requiring provisions, than
in the towns; and he has known 5s. paid for wheat
back-in the woods, when it would hardly fetch half
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that sum on the Lake shore. Presuming that the emi-
grant would continue to make the usual improvements,
he would, at the'end of seven years, have seven or eight
barrels of flour to spare, and for that he would get a
great deal more than 41.; for he never ‘knew a barrel
of flour sell at alower “price than 12s. 6d.; the average
price throughout' the country is 20s. provincial cur-
rency, equal to 18s. sterling. The farmer is the pro-
ducer, and is at little expense in bringing his flour to
market ; for he uses his own team, and takes provisions
for himself and provender for his cattle along with him.
Indeed, that farmer must be very idle, who has not
eight barrels of flour to dispose of at the end of seven
years over and above what is sufficient for the main-
tenance of his family. There is a market in all the
towns and villages for the produce of the settlers; for
the shopkeepers, or merchants, residing in those places,
buy it up with money or goods, and send to Montreal,
for exportation, what is not required for home con-
sumption : eight, which he mentioned as the number of
barrels of flour which an emigrant could spare at the
end of seven years, is not the result of any accurate
calculation, but an accidental quantity ; it is the very
minimum, as he thinks it hardly possible that a man
should have so little. He ought to have, in that time,

Page 15,

thirty acres under improvement, a pair of horses with -

either a waggon, or cart, or some vehicle to carry his
produce ; two or three cows, a yoke of oxen, a com-
fortable house to live in, and plenty of wholesome food
for ‘himself and family. He has known countless in-
stances of persons who had not a shilling in their pockets
on their arrival, and even begged of him a meal of
victuals, who, in a few years, were able to live com-
fortably, and could get credit for six or ten pounds

Page 16.
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worth of necessaries as readily as he could; nay, he has
known ‘many such persons, in the course of fifteen or
twenty years, become men of considerable property,
magistrates and members of the legislature, and at

length forming a part of the aristocracy of the country
nor does he conceive it possible that 2 man of common
industry, having 100 acres of land, can be unable
to pay a quit-rent of 4/, per annum. Archdeacon
Strachan, concurring in the foregoing part of Mr.
Page 157. Boulton’s evidence, says, that a short time before he
left Upper Canada, he had occasion to go to the
eastern part of the province, and in passing through the
_villageof Brockville, he saw two or three of the emigrants
of 1823, who seemed extremely well pleased with their -
situation, and had-come to sell their produce; he was
given to understand that many of them had a surplus, -

and that one family had twenty-three barrels of flour to

dispose of. He also learned that they had gained the

good opinion of their neighbours, who looked upon

them at first with suspicion. They could sell their

produce at Perth, which is the town nearest their set-

tlement, but they frequently come to Brockville, which

is situated on the banks of the St. Lawrence, in ex-
pectation of getting a better price. In disposing of

their produce they commonly get half in money and

half in goods. In regard to the single family that had

" Page158. 80 mnch greater a quantity-of flour than the rest, it
must have arisen from their superior industry ; for it
was always understood that the emigration of 1823
had no means except what was furnished by govern-
ment ; and he is decidedly of opinion that any settler,
who attends to his farm, may, after a period of seven
years, have twenty barrels of flour for sale: which,
calculating at the price of 20s., or 18s. sterling, per

JprY
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barrel, will bring him, in the usual way of dealing,
92. in goods and 9/. in money. - Nor can there be any
doubt.of the emigrant settlers being able to 1'eI;ay by
instalments the capital advanced in placing them upon
their lands, to commence at the end of seven years;
but it must be considered the interest of a debt which
he may redeem, and not rent, for there is a strong pre-
judice against the name of rent. The people of the
country are accustomed to pay interest on their pur-
chases, and if that interest be lower than what is
"usual, they will perceive the advantage, and pay it
more readily. As the settlers would certainly have the
ability, it is hoped that they would have the disposi-
tion; but were it otherwise, the improved land would
more than pay the advance, and be a sufficient secu-
rity that the parties would rather pay the debt than
forsake their farms. Mr. Boulton says, that. an old
settler, having a hundred and fifty acres of land,
would not find the slightest difficulty in paying a quit-
rent of 3/. 10s. per annum; for many such persons
incur debts to the amount of 40l. or 50/., and discharge
them honestly ; but there are considerable prejudices
against vrenting land, because a man of common in-
"dustry can easily acquire land of his own: call it in-
terest, with the power of paying up the capital, and all
prejudice is removed. The very name of even a pep-
per-corn, for rent, says the Attorney-General of Nova
Scotia, is revolted against; talk of interest of money,
and theh “everybody will meet you; but when you
put it in the shape of rent, though it is but a pep-

Page 17.

Page 41.

per-corn, a ‘man would say, I did not come here

to pay rent; but if you were to say I paid 50. for
settling you here, he would say, I will repay you the

501, and the interest upon it. Mr. Boulton states that
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Page 16.

the European emigrants, and others who purchase,
commonly undertake to pay for their lands in six or
seven years, with annual interest at six per cent. They
live upon their lots some portion of the year, to put in
a crop sufficient for their families, and then go in search
of labour; and, if industrious, they will get between
2l. and 3/. a month. After a few months they return
with their savings, 7/. or 8/. perhaps, which they pay
their landlord. 1In this way many complete their pay-
ments in six or seven years ; but should they not pay up
the whole in the stipulated time, the proprietor ex-
tends it, if the interest is regularly paid, and the im-
provements are proceeding. Instances of people being
driven off are rare, and with a little time they gene-
rally complete their purchase. The price of such land
depends more upon the situation than the goodness of
the soil, being from one to four and five.dollars per
acre,—nor is the land any better, though it may be
more convenient, than that prepared for locating the
settlers ;—for the. lands which remain unlocated are
equally good with those already settled, only requiring
roads and inhabitants. Plains without timber, of which
there are some in Upper Canada, are not desirable,
because they are not considered the best land.. The
natives prefer heavy to light timbered land, because it
indicates a better soil. The province of Upper Canada
is generally healthy. Towards the western extremity,
along the borders of St. Clair, the settlers are liable
in summer to fever, not in itself ma]ignant, but often
very tedious. The occasional unhealthiness of this part
of the province is attributed to its flatness—it resembles
very much the adjacent portions of the United States:
the streams of water run sluggishly, and springs are
not so abundant as in other places; but it is supposed
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by many ‘c;f the old inhabitants to get more healthy
as it becomes settled. :

In regard to York, against which some prejudices
have prevailed, the number of families who have lived
there long without any serious illness proves it healthy,
The marsh adjacent to the eastern part of the town
affects the people living near it more frequently with
fever and ague than those at a distance; but the new
comers that are afflicted, owe their disease to want
and privations, rather than the climate. The fever and
ague, which attacks the emigrant settlers, does not
always spare the old inhabitants; but it is not consi-
dered .a dangerous, though sometimes a tedious, dis-
ease. The circulation of money is circumscribed, but
as we approach York, the seat of government, where
the - provincial bank is established, it appears more
plentiful. Barter most commonly prevails among the
farmers, who exchange their produce with the shop-
keeper, for clothes, groceries, and necessaries ; if the
settler demands money, he does not get quite so high a
price for his produce, for there is-a difference in all
transactions in North America between the cash and
the barter price, because the merchant can afford to
_increase the price he gives for produce, in proportion
to the profit he gets on the sale of his commodities.

There is one bank in Upper, and three in Lower;
Canada, which issue paper as low asa dollar, or 4s. 6d.
sterling, but which passes in the province at 5s. The
* first hut, or log-house, which the settler builds, as to
its comfdrt, depends upon his industry and cleanliness,

but he generally builds a good frame-house at the end
of seven or eight years: The tax on a house of this
sort is so minute that it never can become a motive to
deter him from building. - Mr. Boulton says, that it is

Page 18
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a common praclice among the emigrants to save a
little money, to assist.their friends and relations in
coming out ; and the Attorney-General of Nova Scotia
(page 41) tells the Committee, that he has recewed
more than 2000, from different persons to pay passages
out, and he holds contributions from twenty-five fami-
Ues, equal to bring out two or three for each family ;
of those twenty-five families, the first arrival might be
about twelve years ago, when, perhaps, he laboured
two or three years before he was able to settle ; from
the period of his settlement it may be about nine
years, but the witness believes that there are as many
as three who have been able to send, within three or
Jour years, funds to bring out some of their friends;
and from one he had. 161., and from the other two 7.
or 8. each. ,

Mr. Boulton (page 19) has been upon the Lake Erie
Canal, and has a book, containing a complete detail of
its progress. Itis already used to an extent beyond
the most sanguine anticipation ; it now pays an enor-
mous interest on the outlay, and it is expected to pay
for itself in ten years. It, indeed, appears from
Dr. Strachan’s evidence, that the revenue, last year,
amounted to five hundred thousand dollars. The
capital expended in cutting it was eight million of
dollars. Were it not for the canal now in progress, to
connect Lakes Erie and Ontario, the whole traffic of
the western portion of Upper Canada would pass to’
New York, but the canal on the British side will,
when finished, turn the tide of business to Montreal ; -
and the inhabitants of the western provinces of the-
United States are as anxious that the Welland Canal
should be finished as their own Erie Canal, because it
would give them a choice of markets. The produc-
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tions being in general bulky and heavy articles, the
tendency would be to send them down the St. Law-
. rence on the completion of the Welland Canal, by
means of which they can bring their freight nearly

twelve hundred miles in the same vessel ; now, in using -

the Erie Canal, they must unload at Buffalo, where it
commences, and put their produce into boats. The
Welland Canal is intended to admit ships of one hun-
dred and twenty tons burthen, which is the size of
those that commonly navigate Lakes Ontario and Erie ;
and such are its advantages, that a_very great anxiety

has been excited among the people connected with the

Erie Canal, from the fear of losing a great part of their
business; as it is demonstrable that produce can reach
the Ocean much cheaper by the Welland than by the
Erie Canal, and that - conveyance which is found
cheapest will prevail. The harbour in Lake Erie,
where the Welland Canal begins, opens from three to
six weeks earlier than the American Canal, so that our
canal might convey much produce to Montreal every
year before the Erie Canal can be open. Mr. Boul-
ton has not taken into his consideration the locking-up
of the St. Lawrence during so large a portion of the
year, as compared with the . Lake Erie Canal ; but he
apprehends, that although the port of New York, as
an emporium, and for general commerce, has much
the advantage of that of” Quebec,. yet in regard to ex-
ports the benefit is not so important, as the articles
of produce are commonly prepared during winter, and
are not ready much before the port of Quebec is
usually open ; besides, the Erie Canal is not much
used from about the middle of November till .the end
of Aypril, nor until late in May- at its commence-
"ment, He is not. well informed how long the.na~

Page 20.
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34 EVIDENCE OF

vigation between Quebec and Lake Ontario remains
frozen, but he thinks boats pass up early in May
from Montreal to Kingston or Prescot. These boats
are from four to thirty tons, and are poled up the dif-
ferent rapids; the larger are called Durham boats, and
some of them, when empty, have been seen sailing with
a strong easterly gale up some of the strongest rapids.

" The American canal does not enter Lake Ontario at

Mr.
Boulton »

Mr.
Boulton, ;

Page 21.

Oswego ; but there ‘is a proposition in agitation for
making a cut in that direction. The Amiericans cannot
cut a canal on their side round the falls of the Niagara,
with any thing like the same facility aswe can; they speak
indeed of a railway ; but he does not think it would
be of any service, provided their vessels are permitted
to pass through the Welland Canal, without unneces-
sary restrictions; for which purpose, an act of the"
British parliament becomes necessary, to allow them
to go through the canal without unloading. Dr.
Strachan (pages 165 and 166) is decidedly of opinion,
that the exports from the western part of Upper
Canada will not go down the Erie Canal to New York,
when the Welland Canal is finished, because it takes
eight days to go down from Buffalo to New York at a
considerable expense ; and were it duty free, it would
make no material difference, as the commodities could
still be sent cheaper by the Welland Canal and the St.
Lawrence, to Montreal. It is calculated, that the
Welland Canal will be finished in a twelvemonth. If
the capital should be taken all up, the total cost will
be 180,0001. sterling, of which 90,000L., or half, has
been subscribed, 70,000Z. in New York, the remainder
in the Canadas. Mr. Boulton concludes this part of
his evidence by remarkmg, that the most suitable time
for the emigrant to arrive at his land, is about the first
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week in September : he then avoids the heat of summer,
has time to make himself comfortable before winter, to

prepare land for a spring crop, and to have such a -

harvest as will enable him to get on comfortably with-
out receiving more . than one year’s provision from
Government.

WILLIAM BOWMAN FELTON, Esa.

Is a legislative councillor in the province of Lower
Canada, and has read the evidence given before the
Irish Committees in 1823 and 1825, which relates to
. emigrations to Canada, and, as far as his experience
goes, it appears correct. But having never been in
Upper Canada, he has not had an opportunity of
seeing the emigrants of 1823 on their locations. He
is acquainted with the desultory emigrations that come
every year to Quebec from Ireland and Scotland.—
Some proceed to Upper Canada immediately ; others
remain at Quebec and Montreal, where, during the
summer, they find employment ; and a few locate
themselves in Lower Canada. The emigrant either gets
land from the Crown, or purchases a lot ; he employs
- - himself the first winter in thrashing, chopping wood, or
" any other labour, and gains sufficient to support him,
and p10v1s10n for at least three months of the ensuing
spring and summer. In the spring he clears land for

Mr.
Felton.
Page 23.

potatoes, and sometimes Indian corn, and then contrives

to pass the first twelve months on the produce of his
ground and extra labour. It is, however, to be under-
stood, that the country of which he is speaking is par-
tially settled, and has a surplus of provisions, other-
wise the destltute emigrants could not be employed ;
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for the labour of such is commonly paid for in produce,
and not in money. -
From - the want of roads in Lower Canada, the
farmers in the back settlements have had great diffi-
culty in going to market; but there has not been,
within his experience, an actual want of market. The
average produce in the more fertile parts of the pro-
vince, even when -covered with stumps, is twenty
bushels of wheat per acre.” It is usual to lay the land
down in grass after a crop of wheat, and to mow it for
even five years without manure, which is a sufficient
proof of the fertility of the soil. At the expiration of
this period the stumps of the hard wood are rotten
sufficiently to admit of the plough tearing up the roots
without difficulty. The settler then completely clears
his land, but the average crop will not then exceed
twelve bushels per acre. A
- To assist the settlers, as those-of Mr. Robinson’s
were assisted, is, undoubtedly, the most sure and cer-
tain means that could be devised for establishing the
people and improving the country ; and with such aid,
and under ordinary circumstances;*there can be no
doubt but that, at the expiration of seven years, the
settler could pay a quit rent of 3/. 10s. 9d. per an-
num. The French Canadian inhabitants, who occupy,
for the most part, a soil of much inferior quality, pay
annually 7s. 8d. currency, and four bushels of wheat,
for one hundred and sixty acres, and receive no assist-
ance from government ; and, besides, there is an alie-
nation fine of one-twelfth the value of the land at
every transfer. But settlers who purchase land at
7s. 6d. and 10s. per acre, in almost all cases pay
the whole prime cost in the course of seven years.

~ He speaks of Lower Canada only, the soil of which
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is in general a stiff clay, and when it has been granted
in Seigneuries it is often covered with water, and re-
quires to be drained before it can be brought into cul-

tivation. On such lands, under Canadian culture, the

produce is almost too trifling to be mentioned, hardly
exceeding seven bushels per acre. ‘

The tithe in Lower Canada is one twenty-sixth of the
clear grain delivered, paid only by Roman Catholics,
the Protestants paying no tithe. The French Cana-

dian’ rarely: employs labourers, and if he does, seldom ~

gives more than five dollars per month, besides board,
washing, and lodging. The grain cultivated is chiefly
wheat, and is worth 4s. per bushel. =
The method for settling the.country adopted by the
French Government was to give a large tract to an
individual, who was to parcel it out in small farms—
. to lay out roads, and build mills and keep the peace;
and for his trouble he retained, for each farm, 7s. 8d.
per annum, four bushels of grain as a rent, with one-
twelfth the gross value at each transfer, and the toll of
the mills at which the inhabitants of the Seigneury

Page 25,

were obliged to grind their corn, so that the rent had

no reference to the value of the land or any other
advantage.

There are many applications for land from the native
Canadian population ; but emigrant settlers dislike the
Canadian tenure, and the figure of the lots being a
narrow front with great depth, makes it impossible to
make a convenient farm. The European and American
settler will rather purchase land at 7s. 64. or 10s. per
acre, and pay thesame in the course of seven or eight
years, with interest, at 6/. per cent.; such purchasers
have no other capital, except steady habits of labour,

not always one month’s provision before-hand, and yet
B

20
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their industry carries them through; and, although
there is little money circulation in these new districts,
yet they pay for their land either in money or produce..
Were the system of emigration to be carried on éxten-"
sively, it would create a market in the vicinity of the
new settlements; and as the communications rapidly
improve where settlements are made, the distant mar-
kets soon become accessible. ,

There are, in Lower Canada, two millions of acres of
fair quality in the power of the crown. One million on
the south side of the St. Lawrence, and one million on
the north of that river, between the rear of the French
Seigneuries, and a chain of mountains running parallel
with the St. Lawrence. In this he does not include
Gaspé, where there may be 200,000 acres available.

In regard to tithes, they can only be demanded by the
priests legally within the Seigneuries, from their Ro-
man Catholic communicants. The Protestants are also
liable within these lordships to pay them ; but the law
does not say who is to collect them or to whom they
shall be delivered, and, therefore, they have never been
demanded of Protestants. \

The French Canadian population are unwilling to
go into the new townships on account of being deprived
of the consolations of their religion.

In some years the navigation of the St. Lawrence is
closed, from the 18th or 20th November, to the latter
end of April; but the periods frequently vary; nor do
the seasons becorie milder, for, on the Ist February,
1826, the thermometer was forty degrees below zero
at Quebec. There is a constant steam-boat navigation
between Quebec and Montreal, invessels of from 400 to
600 tons, for commerce and passengers; and in a short
time all the commerce of the River St. Lawrence will
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be thus cariied on. . It is to be feared that the project

of applying steam to the navigation between Quebec
and Halifax is abandoned ; but it is very desirable, as
Halifax inay be considered the natural entrepdt be-
tween the Canadas and the West Indies.

The power and prosperity of Lower Canada would
be materially increased by an access of population
‘ through a judicious emigration,—the opinion, indeed,

. prevails amongst many respectable men in the province,
that the Canadian population require all the- spare .

land; and it must be admitted, that they are -too
thickly placed on the land which they occupy, but that
arises from the imperfection of the French law, dividing
the property among all the children; by which estates
are frittered into portions too small to support the pro-
prietors.

He is of opinion, that if an emigrant, at,the expira-
tion of the seven years, left his land; the improvement
would be a suiﬁclent security, and he would make no
scruple to become responsible for all failures ; for it is
the interest of the settler to remain on the property he
has cultivated.

Flax .is sufficiently cultivated in Lower Canada, to
clothe the majority of the inhabitants; and hemp might
be cultivated to advantage, was not the labour too
high in preparing it for market.

Cuarizs Haves, Egq., formed extensive iron-works
in Upper Canada, at Marmora, in the middle district,
and resided in the colony six years. Had no oppor-
" tunity of seeing any of the settlers who came over under
the superintendance of Mr. Robinson. He thinks that,
although the people of the province of Upper Canada

have great “objections to rents of any kind, yet if the
E2

Page 30

Mr.
Hayes.
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sum was definite, to be paid in seven or ten years, it
would be more desirable; and that a settler of indus-
trious habits could redeem much more than 3/. 10s. per

~annum. Mr. Hayes, therefore, suggests, that they

Mr.
Boulton.

Page 83,

Page 33.

Dr.
Strachan,
Page

should have the privilege of doing it as soon asthey
could. ‘

Mr. BouLrTon, being asked what the effect was of
raising the fees upon grants of land to settlers to 12/.
upon 100 acres, and 30l. upon 200, answered, that it
prevented persons from taking land to any extent. For
persons representing themselves poor get 50 acres for
nothing; and as there was no particular proof required,
many who were able to pay the fees said that they
were destitute, and got the paupers’ allowance of 50
acres.

He thinks the amount of fees became such a dxqcou-
ragement to persons settling in the country that it was
found necessary to reduce them. But he is of opinion,
that, under another name, the same amount, or more,
might be given ; for, in the Michigan territory, in the
United States, a dollar and a quarter per acre is readily
paid to Government by settlers. It used formerly to
be granted on paying the purchase-money by instal-
ments; but then the price was three dollars. Now
the price is reduced, and no credit given. Mr. Boulton
stated, that one of the difficulties of an emigrant in
Upper Canada was, his having to go such a-distance
to the Land Office to get his grant ; but afterwards
admitted that this difficulty has been done away.

Dr. StracHAN states, that the large fees above men-
tioned were to be paid in three instalments; but it

“did not affect . the poor, and was soon discontinued,
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because it was found not to answer the intended object, Page 203,
which was to remunerate government for the money
advanced in purchasing the land from the Indians ; he
likewise mentioned, that the officers of government,
employed in preparing grants, never received any ad-
_vantage from the augmentation of fees, but received
the same allowance for their services which had been
fixed at the first settlement of the provmce He like-
-wise stated, that since 1818, when the emigration began Page 202.
to be very numerous, Sir Peregrine Maitland thought
it would be inconvenient for so many to come to York,
the seat of government, and therefore appointed land-
boards in each district of the province, with power to
give locations of 100 acres to all British subjects who
" could bring with them tolerable characters and recom-
mendations.

GeorGE MarkraND, Esq., is an Executive Coun- Mr. Mark-
sellor of Upper Canada, and a Canadian by birth ; has pa;:;%"!,.
not seen the emigrants of 1823, but understands that '
they are managing exceedingly well, and are comfort-
able and happy ; he has no doubt but that the emigrants
can pay at the end of seven years 3!. 10s. But thinks .
that it should always be insisted upon yearly, without
its bemg allowed to accumulate into a large debt. So
little reason is there for believing that an-emigrant
would forsake his improvement when the 3/. 10s. be-
came due, that the produce of an acre of cleared land Page 35.
would more than doubly pay the rent. Upper Canada
ouly wants people to render it of consequence, for the
land is excellent and the climate admirable.

CoroneL Joun Reapy is Lieutenant-Governor of Cologel
. . . r : aiYe
.Prince Edward’s Island, but has resided in Lower Ca- pa;e 335’
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nada for five years as Secretary to the Governor-in-
Chief. He concurs in Mr. Felton’s testimony ; and,
having read the evidence of 1823 and 1825, is certainly

.~ of opinion that emigrants, at the expiration of seven

Page 86.

years, would be able to pay without difficulty a quit-
rent of 3/ 10s. 9d., per annum. He has;beén in the
district of Gaspé, and understands that there is in it a
considerable proportion of very good land. He thinks
that an emigration to Prince Edward’s Island might be
carried on at a less expense than to Upper Canada, be-
cause the transport isshorter ; perhaps 21, a-head might
be saved in the passage alone, with the advantage of
being placed on their land the day after their arrival:
so that the whole expense from. Quebec to the Upper
Province would also be saved ; andras no part of the
island is above eight or ten miles from water-car-
riage, the settler would in all probability have a water-
communication for his produce. The markets are Nova
Scotia and Newfoundland. Prince Edward’s Island is
more suitable for the growth of corn than for any other
production, and the average is twenty bushels per acre.
The climate is very healthy, the-country dry and well-
watered ; but the ungranted land in the power of the
crown does not exceed 23,000 acres. Colonel Ready,
however, has reason to believe that many proprietors

- would be very willing to give up a large portion of

- Page 37,

their lands to the government, for the purpose of-settle-
ment, to the amount perhaps of 120,000 acres. He
thinks that 500. or 52/. would be sufficient to establish
a family on their land in Prince Edward’s Island : the
quit-rent is 2s. per 100 acres, and rents demanded for
the granted lands are from 57. to 7/. per 100 acres.
The returns made for the corn that is exported are
West India prbduce,,teas, British manufactured goods
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of all descriptions; and ﬁ om Newfoundland, rum and -
money.

Ricuanp Joun Uniacke, Esq., one of His Ma- Mr.
jesty’s Counsel,and Attorney-General for the Province })I:;c:}c;
of Nova Scotia, has read with great attention the evi-
dence given before the Committees of 1823 and 1825,
with respect to emigrations to Canada, and is of opi-
nion that they may be conducted with greater advan-
tage to Nova Scotia, because the passage will cost less,
and the provisioning and provndmg for the settlers
might be accomplished at less expense, pelhaps one-
third ; he has frequently settled people himself, and is
therefore well acquainted with the expense—and the
difference between Nova Scotia would be at least one-
half. Formerly, the passage from Scotland and Ire-
land to Nova Scotia was from 3. 10s. to 4/., including
everything—it is now, by the operation of the laws,

10l. a-head ; surgeons are required, and certain quan-

tities of provisions, &c. These laws were no doubt
founded on principles of humanity and benevolence,

but in their operation they have been pernicious. The
province of Nova Scotia could absorb every year from

1200 to 1500 emigrants. Sir James Kempt allotted

land for settlers in Cape Breton, and immediately 300

came from themorth of Scotland, whose passage did

not exceed f "10s. 5 for such people have a pound of
oatmeal for very day that the captain calculates the
passage ; half this quantity for a child, Kalf a pint of
molasses, a little butter, and a few eggs. They pay

the captain 30s. or 35s., he finding them water. These

.people settled themselves on the land Sir James Kempt :
had allotted them, and I doubt whether there i s in Page 39.
Scotland so happy a set of people. Mr. Uniacke thinks
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that any number of emigrants may be absorbed in
Nova Scotia, if distributed judiciously, that is, not all
thrown into one spot—even so many as from 15 to 20
thousand. - When he speaks of Nova Scotia, he in-
cludes New Brunswick ; for whatever applies to the one
applies to the other : and he thinks that the two pro-
vinces would well provide for a population of four or
five millions, taking advantage of the fishing, coupled -
with the agriculture. The single men would hire them-
selves to the farmers or fishers; and children are in
great request. If the father and mother are unable to
provide for them, they can always be provided for by
putting them apprentices to farmers. The children are
bound till of age, when of five years, or upwards. The
farmer at the end of the first year gives the child a
sheep, the second year a heifer-calf ; and as long as that
child is under indenture, he is bound to preserve and
to keep that sheep and that heifer-calf, and all the pro-
duce of it, till the child comes of age, and then it be-

- comesa portion for that child to settle with—if a female,

Page 40.

in marriage; if a male, m forming stock. In fact, half
the number of children can never be supplied that there
is a demand for. Were, indeed, the population of Ire-
land allowed to go to Nova Scotia gnd New Brunswick
as easily as to Newfoundland, they would go of them-
selves. They cannot collect 10/. or 12/, in money, but
they might collect 30s. or 40s. ; and with potatoes, a bag
of oatmeal, and a few herrings, they are ready for the
voyage. Flour and pork they are unacquainted with,
and cannot use. A great number of persons connected
with his family came to Nova Scotia, from the neigh-
bourhood of Waterford and Cork. Lord Dalhousie
gave him the charge of a settlement, on which he placed
them ;-and they are now doing well, and are increased
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to twenty-five families, and are yearly writing to their
friends' saying how comfortably they are placed ; and
their friends raise heaven and earth to join them. In
order to acquire stock, they hire a cow or calf for 20s.
in-the spring, which cow they return in calf the follow-
ing spring. The calf which they have obtained -be-
comes a cow, and has calves; and so they gradually
acquire cattle. They hire a sheep in the same way.
Now these twenty-five families have sheep, cows, oxen,
and horses. o

In Nova Scotia, the lands are granted in common Page 427.
socage, reserving 2s. to the King for every 100 acres,
in the shape of quit-rent. . The settlers on witness’s
land pay the interest of the stipulated price in money
or labour; in the same way the 3/ 9s. 6d. might be
considered the interest of the money spent in settling
the emigrant : in which case he will pay it readily ; but
not willingly, in the shape of rent—and to secure it
more effectually, an act might be passed to subject the
land to the debt, whoever became purchasers. The
principal markets are Newfoundland, Halifax, and St.
John’s, New Brunswick ; a great deal of flour comes
from Quebec to Halifax, and is exported to the West
Iridies, but it does. not stand the West Indian climate
so well as that which comes from the -southern pro-
vinces. He is not so well acquainted with Upper as with Page 42
Lower Canada. But the wheat raised in the latter pro-
vince is a kind of red spring wheat, ofan inferior quality.
In Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, and New Brumswick,
there may be about four millions of acres of ungranted
land, but there is not more than the half of this good Page 43.
land. From twenty to twenty-eight bushels of wheat
may be deemed the average crop per acre. . American
flour comes' in great quantities to Halifax, and. were it
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allowed to be landed in the West Indies from British
ships, free of duty, we should have the long voyage,
and .the Americans the short one. The great object is
to draw as much of the American produce into the
English territory as possible, and to strip them of the
carriage ; and therefore he considers that the exemption
of duty would be beneficial to the trade of British ship-

ping, without being injurious to the state of agriculture

in the northern colonies ;—our climate and soil are

Page 44, capable of producing wheat in as large a quantity per
acre as any part of the United States ;—and he is con- -

fident that we should take away, in a great measure,
the trade of the United States with the West Indies,
but at present we cannot make an assorted cargo. The
West Indian says, I have only to send my order to
Boston, and it will be executed ; but if I send my order
to Halifax, I know that I can only get it partially
executed. In these colonies we have the finest grass
crops ;—the only inconvenience is, that we are obliged
to feed our cattle longer by hand than in England and
Ireland ; in other respects we have the advantage. We
can raise Indian corn in Nova Scotia, which cannot be
done in England. Mr. Uniacke says, that it is not so
cold in Nova Scotia as in England ; the frost is indeed
harder, but it is not hard frost that makes cold. He
has been an agriculturist for thirty-five or thirty-siz
years—has cleared from the original forest upwards of
one thousand acres, which he has now put in grass, but
it was originally in grain. The fisheries might be
increased to an indefinite extent, and the South Ameri.
can states open an immense market. We have the
command of all the best fishing stations, and possess
advantages over the Americans which they cannot
overcome. The British or Newfoundland fish are pre~

. ——
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feired to the American ;—nor would it be difficilt to

bring over the American fishers, and by such removal

their navy would be knocked up. The American fish- Page 45..
ermen are more expert than ours, because they are

much farther off, and are obliged t6 adopt more econo-

mical plans ; but were they allowed to come with their

vessels and fishing materials, and naturalised, they would

bring their frugal habits with them, and our people,
perceiving their advantage, would adopt them.

In these provinces coal is found in abundance. In
Cape Breton there is 2 mine that has been worked ever
since the French time, and is capable of supplying
all Europe. There is a valuable mine at Picton ;—one
at Truro ;—two near the Gass River ;——one at Subi-
nacady River ;—two at Cumberland, and an immense
mass of coal within the province of Nova Scotia. The
United States will, in .all probability, become tribu-
tary to us for coal, as their own coal is not so con-
venient. b .

He hasheard of the remonstrances made in the House
of Commons against maintaining the civil government
of the North American colonies ; and he is satisfied that
the British North American provinces will very soon
pay the expense, not only of their civil but their military
establishments, and become an important market for
the commodities of Great Britain, for they are nearly -
equal in trade, shipping and population to the United
States at the commencement of the revolution in 1774,
Every emigrant will consume at least three pounds
worth of something from the mother-country every year,
and consequently increase the imports; but what is
still of greater consequence, established upon the prin-
ciples of humanity, which the committee have in view,
the settler will transmit to his posterity a degree of
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than to Nova Scotia, because there are no restrictions.

Page 47.
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affection for'the parent state, which will never be ob-
literated. '
Emigrants can go to Newfoundland much cheaper

In consequence of this many go first to Newfoundland,
and then pay twenty shillings to get to Halifax, and
this they obtain by hiring themselves to the fishing for
a season, or part of one. The distress and poverty
existing in Newfoundland arise from a very bad
system. The master fisher is called a planter : he hires
fishermen for the season at the cheapest possible rate,
and at the end of the season the greater number are
thrown into St. John without any means. Newfound-
land has also suffered great injury from an impediment
thrown in the way of settlement upon the land. There
is a great deal of land on the island capable of settle-

ment, and valuable settlements may also be made upon

the Labrador shore. On this coast there is a fine
fishery, not above a quarter of a mile from land, to
which the Americans send annually seven or eight
hundred vess¢ls. The Americans conduct their fishery
upon a system far superior to ours, but they likewise
interfere very much with our fishermen, by taking up

their nets, &. They employ eighty thousand, and we

hardly twenty thousand, notwithstanding our greater
advantages. The harbour of Halifax is one of the
finest in the world, and in the c;ircle of thirty leagnes
there is a succession of the most commodious harbours.

Mr. FeLron believes, that the unoccupied cultivable
acres in Lower Canada do not exceed nine millions, but

. thinks the province would sustain six millions of wheat,
consumers. Mr. Boulton believes, that six or seven

millions would not be an over population for Upper




MR. FELTON. 49

"

Canada ; and he is of opinion that the North American
British provinces would admit of a population of
twenty-five or thirty millions beyond their pr esent in- =
habitants. . -

'The facilities, with respect to freight, should govem- Kagel4s
ment be disposed to encourage emigration to the Ca- prt6.
nadas, are sufficient. to convey (as Mr. Felton states)
sixty thousand souls, without inconvenience. The
casual emigration is about ten thousand souls, of which
not more than five hundred remain in Lower Canada,
and one thousand five hundred in Upper Canada, as far
as his information goes. He accounts for ‘this, on the
ground of their coming without characters, and the
colonists have no disposition to assist in their location.
Wages are better in the United States, in consequence
of ‘the carrying on of public works ; and many have
friends and connexions in that country: but the emi- Page 48
~ grants of 1823 and 1825, from the benefits which they
received from government, had no inducement to go
away. He thinks, that, after adopting sufficient preli-
minary means, from twenty to thirty thousand souls, or
from five to seven thousand heads of families, might be
located in Lower Canada with advantage in 1827. The Page 49.
preparations are, the survey of lands for their reception,
opening roads and depéts of provisions. The provi-
sions for a family of four persons would cost 204 ; but
an extended scale of emigration would increase the
facility without increasing the expenditure; and he ad-
heres to his opinion, that, with proper preliminary
measures, twenty thousand could be advantageously ;
received in 1827, and they would be of great advantage
to the province. He thinks that the six millions which
he said, on a former day, the province could sus-
taiii, may be gradually, as conveniently, located as the
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twenty thousand in question. The ulterior settlements
would necessarily be more remote ; but the advantage
of good roads and dense settlement would be a full ,
equivalent; add to-this, that a useful direction would
then be given to Colonial emigration. They would fol-
low their friends and relatives sent out by Government,
and this without putiing the public to any ezpense, and
indeed without muck expense to their friends, for the
demand for labour will be greatly increased.

In regard to Upper Canada, Mr. Bouvrron thinks
that 25,000 could be received in 1827 as easily as 2000
in 1825, and concurs with Mr. Felton as to the preli«
minary arrangements. He s of opinion, that, after @
certain period, emigration would carry on siself; for,
if people were to come from every parish in Irelarid and
find themselves comfortable, they would write to their
friends, and each nucleus of emigrants would have, as
it were, a phalanx of friends to whom might be con-
signed the redundant population. Mr. Boulton turges
the propriety of allowing, duty free, the importation
of American flour into Canada for re-exportation,

. upon much the same arguments as were used by Mr.

. -Uniacke; and in this Mr. Felton concurs on similar

Page 56..

~ Page 56. .

grounds. And he further states, that, on introducing
20,000 new settlers, there will be in the first year an
increase of consumers beyond the increase of produce.
In the second year it would make no difference, for, on
the expiration of the first year, every new settler can
support himself. Under favourable circumstances the
man may, at the expiration of the third year, have
something to spare, but we have noright to assime that
he will—it is fair to assume that he will be five years
before he has any thing to spare. The example that’
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_ Mr. Felton submits, assumes that the labourer is placed
under the worst possible circumstances, and that he can
merely raise provisions for his support till -the expira-
tion of seven years; but he knows practically that every .
settler is able to obtain so much surplus produce at the
expiration of two or three years, as to pay the debt
which he contracts with the neighbouring shopkeeper
for the little conveniences which he requires, of pots,
and kettles, and blankets, and so forth, but he usually
pays it in the shape of pot and pearl ashes, which are
made by the settler when, if he were not so occupied,
he would be idling over his fire: it is done by extra
exertion.

Mr. Ferton thinks that there will be no surplus Mr.
produce to export while emigration continues ona large Pl;?;o;');.
scale; but at the expiration of a certain period, when
emigration ceases, there will be an incréasing quantity
of agricultural-produce for exportation. At present it
is as much as Lower Canada can do to féed her own
population, for the quantity of wheat exported by a
population of 370,000 souls does not exceed two bushels
per head, or 740,000 ; and they are in the mean time
compelled to resort to the United States for supplies of Page 58:
salt provisiohs. It must, indeed, be admitted, that this
disproportion of the produce is prinf:ipally attributable
to the density of population upon an exhausted soil, and
must be confined t§ the French inhabitants. These B
observations have respect only to Lower Canada ; but
the circumstances of the Upper Province and that por-
tion of the Lower Province held in fee and common
socage being similar, he is of opinion that, when emi-
gration shall cease, the surplus produce of thesecoun-
triés will be muich beyond anything which the popula-
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tion will be able to consume. Assuming that there will

be a surplus in consequence of the cessation of emigra-

tion, then if Great Britain is desirous that the people of

the colonies shall clothe themselves with her manufac-

tures, she must receive their produce, or they.must
manufacture for themselves; but he feels assured that. |

if this emigration be commenced undet favourable aus-

pices, and be conducted with discretion and judgment,

the increase of population will be such as to absorb all

the surplus agricultural produce of the Canadas for

many years to come. Mr. Felton states again his rea-

Page 6o, 500 Why American flour should be admitted into Canada
free of duty for exportation, and considers it very easy

to prevent its importation for home consumption; for

it is next to impossible to smuggle any part of a cargo,

even a barrel of flour, into the province, as the whole

must come by water-carriage. The encouragement of

British shipping and commerce would be great by the
..admission of American flour s but, exclusive of this, the
colonies are useful in affording an asylum to the surplus
population of Great Britain and Ireland, and in contri-

buting to the maritime str ength of the empire. Besides,

the colomes would by this step be enabled to engross

Page 62. all the trade of the West Indies, both in provisions and
timber. He is persuaded, that the whole supply of
the West Indies might be furnished through the St.
Lawrence; and he looks forward with perfect confidence
to the period when the flour of Upper and Lower
Canada will be equal to meet the American flour on
equal terms in any part of the world. At present he
relies upon the Gennesee flour, were the duty taken off,
to furnish the West Indies; but Upper Canada being
much more extensive than the Gennesee district, there
can be no doubt that, when it is perfectly settled and

Page 63,
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cultivated, its produce will come into the market on
better terms than that of the Gennesee, to which it is
equal in quality.

Mr. Uniacke being again called in, said, that the
fisheries are capable of absorbing more agricultural
produce than the Canadas can furnish for a hundred
years, as the fisheries are an establishment that can
be increased to any extent, for the market is up-
bounded. There are employed in the fisheries fifty
thousand men, each of whom often require two or
three barrels for their present supply, therefore the colo-
nies are not able to supply any thing like the quantity
required. At present the fisheries are chiefly supplied
from the produce of the United States, paying a duty
of 5s. per barrel: they receive a partial supply from
Canada, but very small in proportion to their con-
sumption ; and Ireland furnishes beef, pork, and butter.

Mr. BouLron being called in, stated, that he had
heard the emigrants notice, as one great advantage
which they enjoyed in Upper Canada, that they had
no tithes to pay, and that there was no distinction be-
tween one religious party and the other: they were

Mr.,
Uniacke,
Page63.

Mr.
Boulton.
Page 64.

free from any thing of that kind; and this absence of -

disqualification, on the ground of religion, weighed

upon their minds in creating a feeling of gratification

with their location in Canada. There are, indeed, no

disqualifications on account of religion in the Canadas
of any description. '

Mr. UniackE stated, that the fisheries of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick employed about twenty

Mr.

Uniacke.
Page 64.

thousand men. The fisheries are conducted by capi- 114pril.

F
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talists or individuals. The capitalist commonly uses
vessels from forty to one hundred tons, and employs
men at wages. There is another description of fishing
carried on in boats near the shore, by perscns who
fish a great part of the summer, and at the same time
‘carry on some small cultivation upon land. But none

‘of the fisheries are carried on upon shares, as in the

United States. In that country the owner of the
vessel finds the ship, salt, and provisions ; the men, the
lines and the labour ; and they divide the proceeds on
the return of the vessel. Fish are termed green while
they remain undried. The whole fishery of the United
States is carried on upon shares: in whaleing it is the
case ; every man has his share, which depends upon the
success of the voyage; and it is far the best system, yet
several attempts to introduce it in the British fisheries
have failed ; the people prefer wages. Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick may produce from two hundred
and fifty thousand to three hundred thousand quintals
of fish, and about two hundred and fifty thousand
barrels, The quintal consists of one hundred pounds, .

~not one hundred and twelve pounds: the barrel con-
_tains thirty-two gallons. The principal market for

barrelled fish is the United States and the West Indies;
the dried fish go to the Mediterranean, to Spain and
Portugal, and the inferior to the West Indies; but
there is now a great demand for dried fish in South
America. Formerly a large portion of the fish im-
ported into Spain and Portugal was re-shipped to
their colonies in America; but now that these colonies
are free, the fish go the direct course. 'The deranged -
state of the governments of South America makes the
market less advantageous than it will be when things
are settled ; but he is of opinion that the markets for
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fish will-increase as rapidly as we can increase the
fishery. The Americans have no fishing ground of any
congequence if they were excluded from our ground,
and are so remote from the fishing, that we can make
 four voyages for their two; but they have advantages
which make up; to them the whole world is open, and
we are restricted. They get provisions cheaper, and

coarse manufactures, such as fishermen use; while we

depend on Great Britain, They are allowed to import
hemp free from duty, from which they make lines and
cordage ; whereas hemp with us is subject to duty,
which presses heavily on the. fisheries and colonial
navigation. The repeal of commercial restrictions is
too recent to feel their effects, but they soon must be
advantageous.

"Mr. Uniacke does not believe that the difference
between the coarse manufactures of the United States
end those of England, with the exception of, perhaps,
boots and shoes, will make it an object to prefer the
former. In regard to the inhabitants of the Scilly
Islands, he is of opinion that they might be removed
with advantage to the Coast of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. They might be conveniently settled at
Louisburg, which has a fine harbour, and is situated
very advantageously for the fishery. A great number
of Scotch fishermen have already gone to that country,
where they carry on the herring and mackarel fishery,
which does not require sea-vessels, but is carried on
along the shore. The Bras d’Or Lake in Cape Breton,
Canso, and the north side of Prince FEdward’s Island,
are all par ticularly adapted for receiving colonies of
that description. The fishing season in Newfoundland
continues from the beginning of April to November ;

and during the winter months the fishermen are em-
“Fg

Page 67.
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ployed in repairing their boats, and, with their wives
and children, in making and mending their nets.

The fishermen of Nova Scotia are much better off in *
winter than those 'of Newfoundland, because they have
land, or greater means of employment; but the Act
recently passed, permitting colonization jn Newfound-
land, and introducing better regulations*between the
planter and fishermen, will diminish the distress hitherto
experienced by the fishermen on that island,

Mr. Uniacke doubts whether fishermen could give
security for the payment of the interest of the money
spent in taking them out, as they are a wandering
description of people, and not fixed like agriculturists ;
but he is of opinion, that those sent out would be
able, by one yeai’s labour, to pay the expense, if it
was so adjusted that their erﬁployers engaged to pay it.

Page 70. The fishermen should be sent out in the autumn, that

they may have the winter to prepare for the ensuing
fishery, as a good deal of preparation is necessary. In
regard to these men, the expense of transport would be
all that is necessary, for he knows a tract of country

Page 71. upon the eastern shore of Nova Scotla, where there

were not twenty-ﬁve families, and now there are one
thousand five hundred who have settled there, with
a few exceptions, at their own expense: and the
emigration was proceeding, till the new regulations
made the expense of passage so great, as to put an
end to it; but were the Act enforcing these re-
gulations repealed, the emigration might again be re-
sumed. And were each captain of a vessel to get
20s. or 10s. of premium for every passenger landed
on the colonies in good health, it would be far better
than the Parliamentary regulations. Voluntary émi-

Page 72. gration is the thing that will remove the redundant
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population ¥# this country ; and, if there were no ob-
structions, tt would resume its former standard. The
system of voluntary emigration used formerly to be
conducted thus: those who could pay their passage
out, went at once; those who could not, were called
Redemptioners, and agreed to pay, on their arrival in
Nova Scotia, 40s. or 3. ; but, if they could not raise
the money, the captain was at liberty to bind them for
two or three years to some person willing to pay the
sum agreed for. He has known Germans, and others,
who have come out in this way, with 30/ or 40/. in
their pockets, and served two or three years to pem‘ans
for advancing their passage-money, that they mlght‘
become acquainted with the country before they set'up
for themselves.

Wavrter FrepERICK CaMPBELL, Esq., M.P., is ac~ My, W. F.
quainted with the northern part of the Hebrides, where Caﬁpll;eﬂ
the population may be said to be redundant ;* they are Page73.
employed in fishing and manufacturing kelp; he alludes }3 April.
chiefly to Tiree, Coll, Rum, and Mull, and the adjacent
main land. The proprietors, instead of receiving rents,

- are, in times of scarcity, obliged to support the popu-
" lation; but if they were removed, farms might be
renlarged instead of being divided; for, at present, a

farmer, having sixty ora hundredacres of arableland,will
~ give to each of his three or four §ons, when t}xey Marry,
a portion of his farm. These sons again divide, till
the produce of the farm is insufficient to support the Page 74,
families living on it. The proprietors have, indeed,

" the power of preventing sub-letting, and Mr. Campbell
has strictly forbidden it ; but where the proprietors are

not resident, divisions are more particularly carried on®
There is a sort of affection in that country between
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landlord and tenant that would prevent the former
from contributing for the removal of the latter, not-
withstanding the inconvenience, unless it were clearly
for his advantage. But if the redundant population
were once removed, the landlords have suffered too
much to admit of subdivisions in future. He has
relieved himself, by persuading them to give up their
land, and reside in villages with land enough for
potatoes and a cow’s grass; but some refuse to give'up
their farms: in such cases he would have been glad to
have got them to emigrate, and would have advanced
a moderate sum of money for the purpose, provided
Page 75. .the bonus held out to them was advantageous, how
much he cannot say ; in some instances he might have
given 3l. each; but his situation is more favourable
than that of many other proprietors, who would be
induced to give more than he would. The disposition
of many of the people is towards emigration; they
would, in many instances, move heaven and earth to
scrape the money together, if thelandlord did not ; and,
es they have generally a cow and yearly calf, they
would make up about 3/. each family, towards the
expense. They are farmers as well as fishermen, but
they pay their rent chiefly by making kelp: each family
in Tiree makes about two tons, for which they receive
at the rate of 2/. 10s. or 3/. A tolerably good cod
and ling fishery was established by Mr. Campbell’s
father, and a herring fishery by himself, which are
Page 76. encouraged very much by the bounty. There is at
present a certain degree of prejudice against emigra-
tion, as some had emigrated to America under specu-
lators who took their litile property from them, and
having nothing to begin upon, could neither get land
aor money, and returned completely beggars; but if
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the bonus held out to them was such, that they had a
chance of being made comfortable by their own labour,
they would receive it as a very great boon.—By the
term bonus, I mean recetving land and work.

Sir Huen InnEs, Bart.,, M.P., is not aware of any s;; Hugh
particular distress among the population of his own Ii‘,“es'%'
neighbourhood, but believes it exists in the manufactur- e =
ing districts. The population of the district of which |,
Sir Hugh speaks, is rather likely to become redundant
than is so now. The people do not at present suffer
much from want of food, which consists of oatmeal,
potatoes, and herrings. They are chiefly dependent
upon the fisheries, which- cannot, he thinks, be much
further extended. This observation more particularly
relates to Lochalsh and Kintail. The inhabitants sell
their herring, and buy meal; and the manufacturers
df kelp import meal, which they pay their kelpers with
in part, and in part money. Their habitations are, on
the whole, comfortable. There is no poor-rate, but
there is a small sum to distribute among the poor. The
Society for British Fisheries gave an allotment of land
to each occupant in their villages, consisting of one
acre, for a garden, and a cow’s grass. Nor does he pyge 7o,
think that this land withdraws the occupant from his
fishing. Formerly the inhabitants subsisted more on
the produce of land than latterly ; but within the last
thirty years the country has become more of a sheep
country : to this, witness has himself contributed by
establishing fishing stations; and the fisheries have
tended to attract people to the coast. About two years
ago there was a disposition to emigrate, and he took
the liberty to suggest to his Majesty’s Government, the
making an allowance for their transport. Near one

~
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thousand persons went from the western coast, or,
rather, from four to five parishes, of which some car-
ried from 50I. to 150/. They went from choice; for a
man in that country with 150/, may live very comfort-
ably. The rise of rent may have operated a little ; but
chiefly the change from black cattle to sheep. He does
not think that the landlords in that part of Scotland
would contribute anything towards promoting emigra-
tion.

Georer M‘PrErson, Esq., M.P., is not aware of
any redundant population in the part of Scotland with
which he is acquainted. It would be an advantage to
him to convert his property into sheep-farms; but his
feelings towards his tenants prevent him from removing
them; and they live comfortably as regards their
feelings, and are satisfied with oatmeal and potatoes.
About a dozen, possessed of some property, emigrated
from his lands about seventeen years ago; but in four
years they returned disappointed, having lost their

little property, which might amount to about 30l or
401. €ach.

Mr. Bouvrton has read Mr. Felton’s evidence, and
made some notes upon it. He agrees decidedly in the
propriety of limiting the introduction of the wheat of
the United States through Lower Canada and Upper
Canada also. He-agrees also with Mr. Felton in de-
siring the free admission of American flour.

Rosert James CramBErs, Esq., is a police magis-
trate in the Borough of Southwark, a populous part
of London. He is-of opinion that a system of emigra~
tion would be productive of great benefit, for London
is too full of children. The increase of juvenile of-
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fences he attributes to this—to the want of egfl\yme\t

for children, and their discharge from the ships or ™
docks. Byechildren, he means from twelve to twenty
years of age, both male and female :—during the war

the ratio of juvenile delinquency was not so great, as a

great number of children were employed on board

ships of war.

Jonn WiLks, Esq., the vestry clerk of St. Luke’s, Mr. Wilks
says, that among the pauper poor it is probable a con-
siderable number would gladly send their children to
Canada under the protection of government, to be pro-
vided for, and to relieve themselves from a burthen,
which the increasing population of London, and the
decreasing call for labour, render it difficult for them
to sustain; and he thinks that the parishes in London page s5,
which are in the habit of gwmg 5l. for apprentice fee,
would very willingly facilitate the emigration of chil-
dren. If there were an emigration from this country
to Canada, the children might be apprenticed for five
or seven years; it would be a great relief,.and the pa-
rishes would contribute something towards it. He
thinks that if the child and the parents were made
aware that the child would receive a portion of land at
the end of five or seven years, it would be a great in- p,,, g5,
ducement to go. He believes that the expenses would
not be more than the parishes are willing to give.

Many of these children are orphans and bastards, with-
out any person to look after them—the consequence
would be, a great diminution of infant crime. - Besides
pauper children from workhouses, he thinks that if
parents saw that government was going to take their
children under their protection, and that there was a
prospect of their future welfare, they would be glad
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to offer their children for that purpose. He is also of
opinion that the parishes would contribute to the re-
moval of such children as are likely to become charge-
able to them hereafter, and as population increases,
emigration ought to keep pace with it Emigration is,
indeed, absolutely necessary for the welfare of the
state ; and if it were encouraged instead of being
checked, scarcely any would abandon their country,
but those who cannot find maintenance in it. As soon
as emigration became so great as to leave the means of
subsistence easy and plentiful to those that remain, it
would naturally cease. The only good law against
emigration is that which Nature has engraven on every
heart.

Mr. Freprrick CARLISLE is a resident at the
Cape of Good Hope, where he has lived six years in
the neighbourhood 6f Graham’s town, district of Al-
bany, and has been sent home to hire labourers, who
are to receive at the rate of 12/. per annum, and. their
provisions, with a free passage, but no clothing :—he does
not know how many Mr. Ingram took out, nor their con-
dition, but they have remained chiefly in the neighbour-
hood of Cape town, and are employed as labourers and
mechanics; mechanics get 10s. per day, and labourers
4s. or 5s., and their support will cost 1s. 6. or 2s. per
day, and 3s. per day would include clothing ; so that a
labourer would clear Is. per day. Their food consists
of flesh meat of all kinds, good bread, and vegetables
in abundance. The average expense of taking a man
or woman from Ireland is about 15/. The climate is
good, but the Dutch generally have slaves and Hot-
tentots, and seldom employ English or Irish. 'The
wages offered by the settlers to persons going out do
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not approach near to the wages already given, and
five hundred labourers going out, would have the im-
mediate effect of lowering wages, but the depression
would not continue. At the same time the settlers
will not agree to pay the labourers sent out the wages
that are at present given in the colony.

The number of women that might be taken out an-
nually, might be from sixty to eighty, who would re-
ceive about 15s. per month, in¢luding provisions. He Page 89.
states, that unless the settlers can hire the labourers
cheap, they would only employ three, where they have
subscribed for ten, at the low rate of ywages.

Mr. Epwarp Eager is the author of a pamphlet, Mr.Eager.
entitled ¢ Letters” to the Right Honourable Robert lgﬂgg”;}'
Peel, on the advantages of New South Wales and Van |
Diemen’s Land, as penal settlements, and as colonies
for the reception of poor emigrants.” He calculates
that a man, his wife, and three children, can be con-
veyed from England to New South Wales, and be lo-
cated there for 150/.; and he proposes, prior to the re-
ception of these emigrants; that convicts should be em- Page 93.
ployed in building houses and inclosing locations, for
them ; for as the convicts must be supported, this would
not increase the expense to government.

At the time of writing his pamphlet, ten thousand
convicts might have been so employed; and still five
thousand, without interfering with their present em-
ployment, might be occupied in such labour. He
proposes that a loan should be raised, bearing four per
cent. interest, to be secured by stock created on the
parish rates, and guaranteed by parliament, and that
the rest of the expense should be reimbursed by the
emigrants in the shape of rent, at the rate of 10/, for
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each farm, to commence at the end of the third year.
He proposes that farms of thirty acres shall be pre-
pared for the settler; that is, a house built of certain
dimensions, and a certain quantity cleared and fenced,
that the settler may begin cultivating when he arrives,
and that no rent be charged till he is enabled by profit-
able cultivation, which he thinks from experience will
be at the end of the third year.

He gives the produce of maize at twenty-five bushels,
of wheat sixteen bushels, of rye and barley twenty
bushels ; and upon virgin-land thirty of maize, twenty
of wheat, and twenty-five of barley and rice; and he
values them at 7s. for wheat, 3s. 6d. for maize, and 3s.
for barley. Provisions cannot be imported at prices so
low as these, for the colonists can supply His Majesty’s
magazines with beefat 3d. per lb., pork at 4d., wheat
at 7s., maize at 3s. 6d., per bushel; prices at which
these articles cannot be, and never will be, imported.
Surplus wheat cannot be exported from New South
Wales to any other country, because the Indian market
for the supply of rice and grain comes so immediately
into competition with it; nor does he think the colony
calculated to be a grain country ; but the soil and cli-
mate are perfectly suited for other productions, such as
wine, vegetable oils, flax, hemp, and tobacco. He does
not think it desirable that New South Wiles should
manufacture the coarsest articles of manufactures, as
they can be imported much cheaper. Two or three
gentlemen have manufactured the cbarse wool of their
own estates for their own use, but it is more expensive
than a superior article from England. The protection
which he deems necessary to be given to the infant-

.produce of New South Wales, such as hemp, flax,

Page 97. tobacco, is a remission of the duties. The colony also
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affords linseed, bark, and hides, and whale-oil; but it
is so new, that notwithstanding the great fluctuation
in the price of corn, it was only lately that emigrants
began to come ; and now they are trying other crops.

In his estimate, Mr. Eager supposes the rent of 10/. Page 92,
to be paid by the emigrant perpetual, though it may
be remitted should Government choose. There is not
sufficient employment for free labour; it is considerably
more than the demand. In the town of Sydney the
wages fluctuate, the labourer getting sometimes 3s. 6d.,
or 25, 6d., or 2s. ; and he supposes that unless emigrants
" went out with capital, they would not do at all. But
were the assistance given that he proposes, they mxght
be considered small capitalists. .

The duties on hemp and flax are so trifling, that he
thinks it would be no object to remove them; and a
reduction of 1s. on tobacco he deems sufficient. With
these advantages, and the cheapness of labour, and
suitableness of the soil for these articles, he is certain
that they might be cultivated to advantage.

Mr. Henry Briss, Agent for the Province of New Mr. Bliss.
Brunswick, concurs with Mr. Uniacke in the general }’;%{plﬁl‘
exped iendy of emigration, and the advantage of extend-+
ing it to Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick; but he
does not agree with him in thinking the winter not
severe, though he does not believe that this severity is
any impediment to settlement. With respect to the
number of emigrants that Mr. Uniacke says Nova
Scotia might absorb, Mr. Bliss thinks him mistaken ;
because a great number do arrive at different parts,
many of whom do not remain in the province; and he
thinks that all those who go away are supernumeraries,
whom theé country cannot absorb without the assistance
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of capital. He believes that any person who is pro-
vided with capital enough to enable him to go into the
woods, and to get a log-hut, and support for the first
year, will certainly succeed if he is industrious ; and he
thinks that to New Brunswick the emigration might be
extended with greater advantages than to any other
colony ; the passage is shorter, and opportunities more

Page 112. frequent than to Nova Scotia. Moreover, New Bruns-

. second  Wick offers a larger quantity of vacant land than Nova

DT

. evidence. Scotia, of a good description, and excellent situations.

One of the greatest obstacles in a new country, is the
want of roads, and difficulty of making them; but so
universal is the water-communication throughout this
province, that lots may be easily laid out upon or near
some stream, which,- besides supplying the want of
roads, may afford convenient seats for mills, and fish
for the settlers’ support. The winter is colder, but
the summer is warmer, than in Nova Scotia; nor is the
severity of the winter any hinderance to the labour of
the emigrant. On the contrary, the snow makes fine
roads over the whole country; and as the frost conti-
nués uninterrupted, it gives him a great advantage in
clearing his land,. The settler buys cheap, if not
cheaper, and sells dearer, than in the other colonies.
The provincial legislature appropriates money every
year for repairing and improving roads, and for giving
a bounty to the settler for the first crop of corn raised
upon his Jand. From these and other circumstances,
and from witnessing the success of numerous emigrants,
he has no doubt but the settler can, after seven years,
repay the Government the charge incurred in his settle-
ment; or, if he do not, that his improved lot is a suffi-
cient security.

Mechanics, of all kinds, would find sufficient employ-
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ment in the province, particularly carpenters and ma-
sons, who would receive wages from six to ten shil-
lings per day; such emigrants require nothing but the
expense of their passage, which they might repayin a
twelvemonth.

The colonists have been able to exchange their trees
with the mother-country for her manufactures; their
fish with the West Indies for sugar, rum, and gold and
silver ; and even their stones for bread with the United
States.

As to the colonies making provision for their civil
and military establishments, if it were thought neces-
sary by his Majesty’s Government, they might assume
the civil list ; though not without inconvenience, and it
were to be regretted, on many accounts, if such a re-
quisition were at present made. It is but a small sum
for Great Britain to pay, (for New Brunswick 70001.)
but important for the colony to receive. Were it
withdrawn, too much of the provincial revenue would
be diverted from the making of roads and bridges, im-
proving the navigation of rivers, cutting canals, esta
blishing schools,—objects of primary necessity in the
planting of a new country, to which that revenue is
now particularly devoted. The advancement of the
colony would be retarded, and a check be given to the
increase of consumption and importation, and the
mother-country would lose more on the one hand than
she would gain by saving on the other, Besides, the
payment of the civil list is an important link in the
connexion between the parent state and the colony ;
and if not the most powerful, is not the least alluring.
Tam far from insinuating that the connexion of the
colony with the mother-country is tp be principally
valued for such a reason. The just\and liberal go-
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vernment of Great Britain has established this con-
nexion by the ties of interest as well as affection, and
it is the hope and wish of the colonies that it may long
continue. Thus the emigrant, instead of a pauper
becomes a’proprietor, instead of hearing the revolting
doctrine of checking population, every thing-about
him encourages the principle more consistent with the
first law of nature, and the first precept of revelation,
to increase and multiply. He leaves a sufficient pro«
vision for his children, and even grows rich with the
growth of the province. He earnestly hopes, that the
- proposed plan will be executed on an extensive scale,
and believes it will add to the stock of national wealth
and human happiness.

Sir Robt.  Sir RosertT Wirson, M. P., a member of the
Wilson. Company incorporated for the occupation of lands in
Colombia, says, the voyage to Colombia takes forty
days, and reckons the expense for a man 15/, for
a woman the same, children at fourteen years and
under, 10/., and at seven and under, 7/ 10s. The
Company are prepared to make a certain portion of
the land ready for settlers, and to build their houses;
but, besides assistance towards the passage, Sir Robert
submits that the first expense of maintenance should
Page 102, not come upon the Company. The settlers require six
months’ provisions before the crops would be ready to
maintain them, and if advanced by the Company must
be repaid by the emigrant. The reports from the
. colony are very favourable, as to soil, fertility, and
produce, and convenience of markets, which insure
the immediate sale of the articles raised either for
home consumption or exportation; and he believes
that the settlers will be fully equal, not only to pay

3
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the advance made in placing them on their lands, but
also their passage out, and which they have hitherto
engaged to do. After mentioning the different markets Page 103.
to which the settlers will have access, Sir Robert Wil-
son says, that, exclusive of the expense of freight,. the
provisioning of the settler would be 15d. a-head per
day for six months ; but this the Company expects the
settler to repay. Many would not require it, or would
purchase provisions for themselves; for the province of
Maracaybo, in which the proposed ‘settlement is
situated, contains one hundred and seventy-five thou-
sand inhabitants, so that the emigrants are not going
to a wilderness, but to a country partially inhabited.
_There is ne difficulty in finding provisions to purchase ;
there is also fish in abundance in the lake, which is
one hundred and fifty miles long, and ninety miles
broad, in which vessels of any description may float.
Sir Robert Wilson adds, that he is desired by the mi-
nister of Colombia to state, that according to instruc-
tions received from his government, he is most anxious
to aid in every way, and to pledge the support of his
government for the establishment of such settlers as
either Government, or the Company under direc-
tion of the Government, may send out. He decidedly
thinks, that the Maltese would be serviceable for the
purpose of settlement in Colombia, from their labo- Page 108,
rious habits, sobriety of conduct, and capacity to
resist the effects of a warm climate. He is not autho-
rized to affirm, that the money employed in the trans-
port and location of those settlers would be repaid by
progressive instalments by the Company and the Colom-
‘bian Government ; but he thinks, that there would be Page 103,
no difficulty in making some conjoint engagement for

that purpose. As to the number of settlers, the
G
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Company would be anxious not to crowd them in the
first inistance : they have two hundred thousand acres
of land at Gibraltar, near the lake, and shall have
houses ready for three hundred settlers in November,
when settlers ought to arrive in the country ; but if a
successive supply could be insured, buildings and lands
could be prepared for any number that could be sent
out. The lands belonging to the Company do not
come down to the Lake of Maracaybo, but they have -
a navigable river, or a river that may be made navi-
gable, running through the lands into the lake, and
which would be useful for general trade, and the
transport of mahogany and cedar, of which there is
. abundance in the neighbourhood. The Association has
a million of acres at its disposition, but is desirous first
to settle the district of Maracaybo, as the most ‘con-
veniently situated. Free blacks would be veéty ac-
ceptable as settlers, as there is a scarcity of labouring
population in the neighbouring districts; and they
would be received on the same principle as the Mal-
.= tese, namely, the repayment by the emigrant himself
of the money advanced for his removal.

Mr. C. Mr. Cuaries Stuart is Secretary to the Colom-
Starts  bian Agricultural Association, and entirely agrees with
Sir Robert Wilson, except that Jamaica is only eight,§
not ten days’ sail from Maracaybo. He has no doubt
Page 104, but that it would be very agreeable to the Association
to receive free blacks, becanse they are acquainted
with the mode of cultivation- pursued in the British
West India Islands. -

»
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Lt.Col.  Lieutenant-Colonel WiLriam: SoreiL was lately
Sorell. T jeutengnt-Governor of Van Diemen’s Land: he has-
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read attentively Mr. Eager’s pamphlet, and thinks the

same observations apply generally to both, it being re-

membered that Van Diemen’s Land is a more limited

country. With the assistance, proposed by Mr. Eager, Page 104

. he thinks that a settler, accustomed to agricultural
labour, would be able to pay a rent, not in money, but
in produce ; for the uncertainty of the markets, and Page 105.
the necessity of paying rent at a precise period, would
make it impossible for the settler always to raise the
money to meet the demand, but he would have no dif-
ficulty in paying it in produce. He thinks, that no
practical difficulty would arise from Government 'talxing
the produce at a certain money value, that is, at the
price of the Governmept-coytract. ‘He does not think
that the plan would succeed with persons not bred to
agricultural occupations, There is a demand in Van
Diemen’s Land for mechanics, men capable of building,
and such as are useful in a new country. Colonel
Sorell further states, that if the produce bore & remu-
nerating price, a man capable of working a farm would
be able, at the end of the third year, to pay a rent of
10/. in produce. Nor does he conceive that there

“would be any repugnance to pay rent, as appears to be
the case in Upper Canada, because rents are paid in
both New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land. A
great many of the farms have been sold, and have
passed into landlords’ bands, who now let them at a
rent payable in produce of so many bushels of wheat a
year: perhaps, one-half of the small tillage farms are
so rented. Failure in the wheat crop is almost un-
known in Van Diemen’s Land, though it was last year
partially the case, owing to late sowing and an
unusually dry spring. In the seven years of his govetn-
ment there was always a surplus, after meeting the

Gz
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demand of an increasing population, from free emigra-
tion and importation of convicts, and a considerable
Page 106, export took place to Sydney, and, partially, to this
province, the Isle of France, and the Cape of Good:
Hope. Taking the two colonies of New South Wales
and Van Diemen’s Land together, the produce hasbeen
~ for many years more than sufficient for their subsist-
~ ence. The climate of Van Diemen’s Land does not
admit of tropical productions; maize does not ripen ;
good tobacco has been produced; flax is on trial ; wool
Page 106. may doubtless be improved to a fine quality ; potatoes
‘ " are raised of the finest kind ; and\ hops succeed well.
The exports to the mother-country are limited to wool,
oil, skins, and tannin timber. Van Diemen’s Land is
better -calculated for the production of wheat than
New South Wales.

The want of mechanics is very great, and he thinks
that many settlers would be pleased to receive them on
indenture, and if their services were secured, there
would be no difficulty in a pecuniary point of view ;
but mechanics might save one-fourth : and on the sup-
position that their wages amount to 5s. per day, and
that their passage out, including wives and children, is

Page 107. 90/., the whole would be repaid in four or five years,
Though he has little knowledge of New South Wales,
he thinks that his observations and opinions, generally,
with some local exceptions, will apply to both. Agri-
cultural emigrants may succeed equally in either, and
mechanics were in great demand in both. In regard to
employing convicts in the clearing of lands, and in other
occupations remote from towns, it is obviously one of
the best things that can be desired, not only for its
usefulness, but as promoting their reformation. He
considers, that emigration to New South Wales is unli-
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mited ; in Van Diemen’s Land it would have its limits ;
but there is no difficulty, except the length of the
voyage,.and the expenses of it, that may not be got
over, provided all those who are placed upon lands
are of the class fitted by habit for agricultural occupa-
tion. ’

Mr. Epwarp Eacer, being again called, corrobo- .
rated. Colonel Sorell’s testimony ; he then repeated his Eager.
former evidence respecting the productions of New ms:1 iggg,
South Wales, the excellence of their climate, and the 110,111
ability of mechanics and settlers to repay the money
expended on their settlement. Having entered into a
detailed account of their propriety of sending out
women to the colony, as they are few in number, com-
pared to the men, he comes to the conclusion, that if a
certain number of females were properly selected and
sent over, and confided to the care of Government,
individuals would be ready and willing to marry them
on the terms of furnishing, by instalments, the repay-
ment of the expense}\of their passage.

Epwarp JErEMIAH CurtEls, Esq.,acts as Assistant Mr. Cur-
Chairman at the Sessions of Sussex, and has been a teis.
Magistrate for nearly forty years, and is, consequently,
well acquainted with the county. He thinks that
there is a superfluity of labouring population ; but
does not go the length of saying that it is unnecessary :
he ascribes this superfluity to four causes; three tem-
porary and one permanent. The temporary causes are
the failure of the country banks; second, the great
mortality among sheep; third, the total failure of
the hop crop last year. The permanent cause, the
quantity of land which has gone out of cultivation
from the want of capital, and the consequent distress
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and decay of the farmer; but if the land were full of
cultivation, as formerly, and there were capital,. there
are not, in his opinion, more labourers than are re-
quired. Still everybody would say, that there was
a great redundance of labourers, at this time, in the
eastern part of Sussex. He does not think that the

- wages of labour are unnecessarily paid by the poor-

Page 115.

rate, though they are, in some degree, inevitably so
paid; for both Magistrates and Overseers keep up the
price of labour as much as possible.

The labourers receive relief as a matter of course, if
they have more than three children ; in some parishes,
if they have more than two. In most parishes, they
are expected to maintain three ; and it is quite a matter
of course, that if 2 man has three children he takes
relief, whether he be able to support them or not, for
there is no longer any shame in being upon the poor-
rates.

Mr. Curteis thinks that the labourers would be dis-
posed to emigrate. The parishes f:/ﬂuently encourage
them by an advance in money to the’amount of 30/, and
401., to get rid of families, but“many have returned,
perhaps one-fourth, and the parishes are now unwilling
to contribute. He thinks that the parishes would be
willing to mortgage their poor-rates, on repayment of
the whole, or part of the sum advanced for such
labourers as were disposed to emigrate ; but it would
be salutary to pass an act, depriving the labourer of
support from the parish in case of return. He does not
thipk that any great number of Irish labourers come
into Sussex; during the harvest, a great toncourse
come from all quarters, but he considers them neces.
sary ; at the same time they no doubt lower the price
of labour. Upon the subject of emigration, the clerk of
the petty sessions writes—¢ Emigrants occasionally
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return, but not in great numbers; much the greater
part remain abroad ; and it would relieve our country
if emigration could be encouraged, because it is gene-
rally the worst of people that wish to go; I mean the
idle, and those who are unwilling or unable to work.” Page 116.
Mr. Selmes, a farmer in East Sussex, who rents land
beyond 3000/. per annum, conceives the subject of
emigration. to be deserving of the most serious atten-
tion of government ; for unless the parishes are relieved
of the surplus labourers, the consequences in a short
time must be dreadful. Another correspondent of Mr.
Curteis says, our cottages are increasing in number im-
mensely, and as soon as a family is sent abroad, the
cottage is immediately felled. It would be a good
thing to pull the cottages down, but in Sussex they
are extremely valuable, and are worth from 150/. to
2001
~ ' Those who emigrate prefer the United States, from Page 117,
ignorance, or becausé the voyage is shorter ; but were
they aware of any advaitage afforded in going to
Canada, they would prefer that coloriy : many would
prefer going to New Holland or Australia’;-and Mr.
Curteis knows that a great number of farmers having
some capital have gone out there, and have done well.
He thinks workhouses should be put down, as they
are receptacles for the maintenance and propagation of Page 117,
bastards. He considers the practice of paying to farm-
ers the rent of cottages out of the poor-rates a great
_ abuse, and thinks it desirable to tax the landlords for
cottages. To prove the rapid increase of population,
Mr. Curteis delivers several tables or returns, from
which he says it will appear that there are more than
four births to one burial. 5
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Sir Joun Sesrieut, M.P., is entirely unacquainted
with Ireland, and what he has to state to the committee
is merely matter of opinion, as relating, not to England
in general, but to the effect that'emigration might
have upon one particular parish. Had he the entire
control of selecting such families as he pleased, pro-
vided they: would go, and the power of preventing
their places from being filled by new comers, he would
pay liberally for their emigration—15/. a head, or
even more. He would select persons having large

families, and those bad characters.

The advantage received from Irish labourers in har-
vest Sir John states 1o be very great, nor is he
aware of any inconvenience that results from them.
Their conduct is exemplary, and even meritorious, and
he says that they do not interfere with resident labour-
ers, as they come only during harvest and hay time.
He thinks the rate of wages too low, and that the poor-
rates are in part applied to the payment of labour.

WiLLiam Gasserr, Esq., resides five miles from
Limerick, and is well acquainted with the county;
great distress prevails among its population, from the
very high price of all sorts of agricultural produce.
There is no kind of manufacture, and the people are
paupers from the want of employment. There is a
redundancy of population with respect to the demand for
labourers, and every person who can amass a very few
pounds is emigrating from that part of the county.
There is a very great disposition to emigrate, and he is
sorry to say the best description of mechanics go.
They are often people of some little property, and sell

all they have to bear their passage ont. Many leave

their families behind them, who are a great load upon
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the bounty of the public, as there are no poor-laws,
The landlords have not hitherto contributed anything
towards facilitating emigration, but they feel that they
.would be benefited by a reduction of the people on
their estates, and witness is so convinced of this that he
never re-lets any of the farms that fall in, but retains
them in his own hands; and there is a general dispo-
sition among the landlords to prevent sub-letting,
which throws a distressed populatiou upon the country
without any resource whatever. This Mr. Gabbett
thinks the cause of all the outrages which have hap- Page 126.
pened in Ireland.

The mischief of sub-letting in Ireland is such, that
when a person marries his danghter, or his son, he
gives a portion of his farm to each, which tends to
increase the population. He knows it to be carried so
far, that the produce of the farm is barely sufficient to
support the population, without leaving anything to
the landlord. He does not conceive it possible, that
the landed property of Ireland could afford a taxation
for the support of the poor; and if imposed, it would
tend to increase the redundant population. “

In some instances, the proprietors might contribute
something towards relieving their estates by emigration
from redundant population; but he thinks it would be
hard to place residents, in this respect, upon a par with
the absentee proprietor : the former having done every-

_thing to check this redundancy, and the latter nothing.
He is perfectly convinced, that it would be the interest
of absentees to contribute to the reduction of the exces-
sive population ; and he thinks it wounld be politic for
the Irish gentleman to advance money, or submit toa
tax, for removing the redundant population, and that
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it might be made a charge upon the property. Mr.
Gabbett is of opinion, that such tax could be _]ustly
and beneficially applied to the encouragement of emi-
gration. He is persuaded, that a great many people
would voluntarily offer themselves to go to the colonies,
Page 127. provided it was not thought transportation, far beyond
what the government would undertake to send ; and so
great is the want of employment in Ireland, that it
Page 129. would be the duty of the landlords to contribute very
handsomely to get rid of their redundant population,
even so far as advancing 20/, for the removal of a
family of four persons, though it would be better to
make it an annual charge : the high rents are not in
general laid upon the poor by the gentry of the coun-
try, but by the middlemen and farmers who rent land ;
and such persons, he thinks, would be unwilling to con-
tribute so largely ; but he talks of the landed gentle-
men contributing, who would consider the encourage-
ment of emigration a very great benefit, and they
would use means to prevent a recurrence of redundant
population upon their respective estates. This, the
middlemen and principal farmers would also do to a
certain extent, as they have suffered as much from the
overgrown population as the landed proprietors.
.The difficulty, at present, for a landlord, whose
Page 130. leases are out, is to get possession: if he gives notice
to his tenants to quit, he is sure to have some outrage
committed on his property ; if he re-lets it to others,
the same mischief occurs ; and, in the county of Lime-
_rick, it would be a matter of extreme danger to turn
“the persons out of possession of their farms whose
terms may have expired. This controls the landlord
in the management of his land, and affects his interest;
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for the people keep a sort of forcible possession, and
the proprietor receives no rent frequently for long
periods.

Mr. Gabbett states, that, from the part of the coun-
try where he resides, there has been a considerable emi-
gration to different parts of America, particularly to
Canada, at their own expense; but with no other ef-
fect than the loss of the best mechanics and labourers,
none of whom have ever returned. He kas often in-
quired concerning them of their friends, and they are Page 130.
highly pleased with their condition, which has induced
the emigration of many more; and the letters from
emzigrants generally encourage their friends to follow
them.

Mr. Gabbett states, that there is the greatest possi- Page 131,
ble danger for any tenant to take possession of land
from which others have been dispossessed—his life
would be immediately sacrificed ; (for gombinations have
existed among the population of the country, to co-ope-
rate in vindictive measures against any tenants taking

. possession of lands from which the former tenants have
been turned out, so long as he remembers. If the land
is to be taxed, Mr. Gabbett thinks the landlords would
sooner contribute to keep the poor in the country by
an expenditure upon the land itself, than for emigra-
tion. They might be employed in reclaiming bogs and
mountains, and in laying out extensive lines of road,
and various other ways ; and he himself would sooner
contribute to this, than to emigration ; for the reclaim-

“ing of these lands would feed the population. He does
not think that the land in Ireland would bear a tax
sufficient to afford occupation to the population unem-
ployed ; but he is satisfied that, with the poor man’s
labour, 6/. a year would be found sufficient to support
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a family of four, valuing his labour at 5. or 11/. in all,

. not including clothes, which they derive from a pig

which they generally keep. Mr. Gabbett does not
know which to prefer,—paying 16/. a year to support
four people, or to pay the sum of 20l to remove them
to a state of comparative comfort and independence,

~ and get rid of them for ever ; but he thinks that only

Page 138.

Mr.
Hodges.
Page 133.
27 April,
1826.

Page 134,

one-thiid of the population is employed. Mr. Gab-
bett concludes by stating, that the objection which he
feels to emlglatlon is, that the efficient labourer will
be taken away, and he will leave his famxly, for he
cannot take all his children with him, in-the greatest
possible distress; but if the whole family can be trans-
ported, it would be a wise measure: and in that case,
he thinks that emigration might be a better mode than
that which he proposed.

Tromas Law Hopeus, Esq., resides at Hemsted, in
the county of Kent. In the district in which he lives,
called the Weald of Kent, there is a redundancy of

. labouring population. The poor-rates are, from that

reason, enormously high;-and the only remedy is by
promoting emigration, the tide of which, in Kent, is
setting towards New York. The parishes assist, and
in a recent emigration, only a week since, it has been at
the rate of 13/. 10s. per head for grown-up persons,
including all costs and charges ; that is, for passage 7/.,
for provisions 3/. 10s., and two sovereigns to be in each
person’s pocket on landing: of the remaining sum,
4s. 6d. is paid at landing in New York, and a few shil-
lings for expenses from Kent to London. Women pay '
the same passage as men; children under. twelve years
of age, half, or 3/. 10s.

The expense of a pauper, v\dt\h his wife, during the
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whole year, would be 20/.; and, therefore, the parishes
would be disposed to avail themselves of any facilities in
sending these paupers to any of the British colonies
The people are extremely-desirous of being sent. M.
Hodges saw a letter from an emigrant, thanking the
parisk for what they had done for kim, and hoping that
some day he would be able to make a return ; but if
the prospect of removal to Canada does not hold out
advaﬁtagego.equal or superior tothe United States, they

would not go. He was informed that the most favour-
 ableaccount of their welfare came from emigrants sent out
by a neighbouring parish; and almost all the labourers
of that parish are constantly pressing the overseers to
send them out.

These people have settled in' the country around
New York, and particularly Albany. They are imme-
diately taken into farmers’ service, who come down and
hire them immediately, giving them ten dollars per
month, and as much meat as they can eat. But he thinks
that they would prefer Canada, were they to receive
land and some corresponding assistance. He thinks
that parishes would be disposed to, charge the poor-
rates with an annuity, to repay both principal and
~ interest; but it must be spread over a convenient space
of time ; for if emigration is to benefit the parishes, it
must be on a very large scale; for they are so op-
pressed with the crowded population in a large district
of the county of Kent, that they are fully aware of the
evils of their situation, which must rapidly increase
unless relieved. Two or three years ago, fifty-two
men, women, and children, emigrated from the parish
of Smarden to New York, twenty-se¥en at the expense
of the parish, and twenty-five at their own charge. The
reports from them are the most favourable, so much
so that almost "all the labourers of the parish are

s

Page 134,

Page 135,
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desirous of going to America. The method adopted by
the parish for providing the means of sending out
those twenty-seven emigrants, was by borrowing a sunw
of money from an individual residing in the parish, and
repaying it out of the rates by instalments of 501, every
half year, until the whole was paid off. But imme-
diately on these families quitting their cottages, other
gamilies took possession of them, and the parish Pald
the rents; so that it has experienced no relief from this
Page 136. emigration. The cottages were entu'ely filled up by
parishioners; for if the excess of the population were to
be drawn off to-morrow, and twenty, thirty, or forty
houses to become vacant, as many corresponding pairs of
young people, many of them under age, would be asked in
church directly. And this arises from the poor having
a reliance upon the rates for assistance ; so that they are
become regardless of the consequences of marriage, and
have lost those feelings of independence which their
Page 136. fathers had. Mr. Hodges is quite satisfied that the
erection of cottages has been a most serious evil throngh-
out that county; and is, from conviction, concurring
with other ‘cottage proprietors in pulling down from
twenty-six ‘to thirty cottages, as soon as their presént
occupants are gone, if they emigrate, as it is probable
they will; for, if the buildings are left standing, young
people of seventeen and eighteen years of age, and even
still younger, would marry immediately, and thus the
evil would continue. The increase of the number of
Page 137, cottages may be attributed to the long war, which
occasioned many Government works all over the coun-
try : the demand for labour was very great; people
married without fear of the consequences; they thought
their children would have full employment. Volunteer-
ing from the militia made vacancies, which were soon
filled up; and there was an unusual demand for labour.

\
\
",
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The cultivation of hops had something to do with it,
Itisa woody district, and has been a favourite country
for labonrers to go into. In a population of sixteen
parishes, consisting of 21,719 persons, 8,263 are pau-
pers; and, in addition to that number, 682, for whom
no employment whatever can be found in any part of
of the year; thus nearly a moiety of the whole popula.
tion is dependent on the rates, Those that are able to
work have been frequently sent to other parts of the
country to procure labour, but have not been able to
succeed. One very striking fact is, that they are almost
constantly, in their applications for work, underbid by
the Irish labourers, Mr. Hodges ‘is of opinion that if Pnge 133,
the inducements’suggested were held out to these
ﬂpaupels, any number might be induced to go, so as to
relieve the parishes to the extent required.

In these sixteen parishes, the county rates, including
the church-rate and highway-rate, were, for 1820, 1821,
and 1823, 39,664/., which he mentions to show the very Page 139,
great distress of the country, and necessity of relief from
the crowded population with which they are oppressed.
Since 1822 theré has been noimprovement. This de-
scription does not apply to the whole of Kent, but to a
very large proportion of it; and Mr. Hodges knows a
corresponding district in Sussex. He does not think
that there would be any objection on the part of the
paupers, to pay back any money advanced for their
emigfation, provided they had confidence that they
would do well. In which case they would prefer going Page 140,
to Canada to New York ; and the removal of these poor
labourers would have the effect of increasing the rate
of wages, and rendering comfortable those who remain.
But to render emigration effectual it would be neces~
sary to prevent the building of cottages,
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Page 141,  Of those who have emigrated to the United States,
many, Mr. Hodges says, have become land-owners, and
purchased their lands at two dollars an acre. One of
his own tenants went out, and hag_purchased 200 acres

Page 142. of land in the state of Ohio, and ¥s doing very well.’
He has written home, and many of his own neighbours
are going.

Thenght The Right Rev. the Lorp Bisuor or LimErIcKk;in
ﬁfs‘,’,op of considering the comparative advantages of removing
Limerick. the redundant population by means of emigration, or:-
employing it at home by the application of capital, ap-
prehends, from past experience, that at home much
money might be expended with little benefit. The evil
Page 143. to be met is-a redundant population, an evil which ‘is -
now in the process of curing itself in the most painful
way, by the ejection, destitution, and starvation of these
poor people, whom his Lordship denominates surrepti- -
tious tenantry. The evil is pressing and immediate.
Any system of home relief must be gradual in its ope-
ration ; but emigration brings instantaneous relief ; it is
what bleeding would be to an apoplectic patient. The
sufferers are at once taken away from a country where
they are a nuisance, and are passed tQ a country where
they will be a benefit and a blessing. Meantime the -
landlords, aided by existing laws, will have it in their -
power to check the growth ‘of population. In regard
to the emigration of 1823, his Lordship’s impression ts
very favourable : the emigrants are extremely well sa-
tusfied. They have written to their friends, desiring
them to follow. The desire of the lower classes in Ire-
land for emigration is very cons1derable, “there is a -
great anxiety for it.

The Bishop hopes, that the landlords in the south of -
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Ireland, whose properties wéuld be benefited, would
ultimately contribute towards the expense of emigra-
tion. There might be difficulties in the first instance
from the want of means, or a right apprehension of the

scheme ; but as information grows, it will be seen that

a small .annual payment, instead of involving a pecu-
niary loss, will, from the consequent improved state of
~ things at home, be a source of profit. In fact, the evil
felt in the outrages perpetrated and likely to be perpe-

trated by dispossessed tenants, would soon create a dis-
position.to pay a small yearly stipend towards their Page 144.

emigration and settlement abroad. - Thus it would be
with the gentry. The farmers weuld be still more de-
sirous, because the mischief comes home to them ; their
houses are liable to attack, their cattle are destroyed,
their lives become frequently sacrifices. The Bishop
thinks, therefore, that there might be good hope’ of
parochial assessment to the amount of sixpence per acre,
sui)posing the law.to authorise it, for a parochial assess-
ment in addition to voluntary contributions of landlords
is desirable. There is a distinct reason for each. The
landholder should pay for protection, the .land-owner

for the improvement of his property. His Lordship pyge 145.
doubts the propriety of making the tax at first compul- -

sory: .in the first instance, let it be a.power to parishes
to.tax themselves, entirely limited to the purposes of
emigration, but let the exertion of the power be op-
tional. The Irish landlords would prefer a small sum
annually for a time, rather than give a larger sum once
for all. If the money advanced on emigration was to
be repaid by an annuity, spread over a surface of years,
the landlord would be willing to undertake the earlier
years of that payment, leaving to the emigrant to con-

tinue the payment, when.he shall have the means of so
H

L
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doing, from the profits of the land he has to cultivate.
His Lordship has no manner of doubt but that a great
proportion of the general mass of offences in Ireland
is derived from the system of Irish tenantry, and the
excessive population that has been the result. He
wishes for such a legislative measure, rendering it pos-
sible that, in the eve& of emigration, there should be
an annual contribution from the landlord, or an assess-
ment on the parish, or both; and his Lordship thinks
it desirable that comniiséoners for the carrying emigra-
tion into effect in an extended way should look for aid
from the gentry and from the landed proprietors; that
every facility should be given to emigration, while at
the same time districts and parishes should be left to
their own option to avail themselves of such facilities,

Lieut.-Col. CockBuRN was Superintendant of the
Military Settlements in Upper Canada, which com-
menced in 1816, or 1817. They are situated between
the river St. Lawrence and.the Ottawa River. The
s0il is good, and they were established for the object of
placing discharged soldiers on the lands. The quantity
allotted to each individual depended on his rank. The
largest grant made to Field-Offiders was 1200 acres 3
it then went down according to the different ranks,
and a private soldier received 100 acres. They had
transport found for themselves and families to the set-
tlement. After being placed on their lands, they. wére
allowed one year’s provision, and implements of hus-
bandry, and articles to assist them in building their
houses. By reference to documents, Col. Cockburn
says that the expense of locating each private soldier
‘was about 20/. :—this sum applies to an individual set-
tler only. There were settlement-regulations, referring
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to due exertion in clearing and improving their lots,
general propriety of conduct, and not quitting the
settlement without permission. The settlers were Eng-
lish, Irish, Scotch, and Germans; and this principle of
location continued six or seven years: of late, soldiers
have been enlisted for limited periods of service, and it
has been the custom in the Canadas; &c., when those
periods of service expired, instead of affording a passage
home, to give them lands with the advantages stated :
the numbérs each year depended, therefore, upon the
soldiers that each corps in the country-had to discharge.
The earliest settlers may, on an average, have from
fifteen to twenty acres-cleared, and in some instances
more ; but that will have depended very much upon

_ the means which they had, over and above their manual

exertions, of bringing the land into cultivation. | | These
military settlers had no means but what was afforded
by government ; but in many cases, at the end/of the
year, they were in such a state as to requlre,,further
assistance, without which they would have mevxtably

perished from want. This arose, perhaps, from the want Page 148,

of exertion, a bad season, or sickness, wounds, or fire ;
and, speaking from experience, the Colonel says, that one
year’s provision cannot, in all cases, be reckoned upon as
sufficient to enable a man fo become established on his
land ; in some cases he should have rations for six months
longer. An acre of land, when first cleared, may be ex-
pected to produce twenty bushels of wheat, each bushel
giving fifty pounds of flour. A settler may, by due ex-
ertion, clear three acres the first year, and if he meet with
no untoward circumstance, he is exempt from the fear
of starvation ; but he has his house to build, a severe

. winter to contend with, clothing to provide for himself
>“and family. Generally speaking, Colonel Cockburn

H2

\



88 - EVIDENCE OF

rather inclifies to the opinion, that at the expiration of
seven years an emigrant would not have surplus pro-
duce worth 5/, sterling. A settler, after seven years,
Page 149. ought to be in possession of property fully to the
amount of 5/. of annual surplus, but it is doubtful
whether he can find a market with that sort of cer-
tainty, so as to pay that sum as a money rent. The
only lands allotted for settlers are in distant parts‘of
the country, where there are not any markets.. They
stated to the Colonel, when last in Canada, ¢ You left
us without food, and now you find us with more food
than we know what to do with.” If; indeed, roads
were constructed, and facilities of communication af-
forded, a market might be found for the surplus pro-
‘duce of the settlement, but still there would be a great
difficulty in collecting rents, to the payment of which
there is a’ great repugnance; and as to receiving the
value in kind, that would depend very much upon the
means which you take-to enforce‘the collection of it.
Col. Cockburn is-of opinion, that, at the expiration of
seven years, the rei)ayment tn money of the expense of
establishing the settlers cannot be reckoned upon ; in
more than one-half the instances, you would not succeed
at all ;- in many others, you would not succeed without
having recourse to legal process. The only thing would
be withholding the deed; but if that were done, the
consequence would be, that the settler would consider
it such a grievance, that he would cease to take any
interest in his location, and would leave it. Generally
speaking, a settler would not fulfil any engagement he
might enter into for the repayment, at the end of seven
years, of the money received. There was an engage-
‘ ment entered into with the military settlers on this sub-
Page 149, ject : in a year of difficulty, when the crops had failed, *
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it was deemed necessary to supply them with seed-
wheat, which they promised to 1'epay at a certain pe-
riod ; the accounts for this expenditure were kept open
a considerable time, and we were at last obliged to get
an order to cancel the debts altogether, from the im-
possibility of collecting them. The non-payment by
the emigrants arisés very much::from the difficulty of
 finding markets, and the great:-gcarcity of money in

these settlements. .

A great many of the mlhtaly settlels have gone over Page 150

to the United States, both single and married men,

and have remained there. If they went away before
receiving their deeds, their lands were re-located ; but BV
where any improvements had been made, Col. Cock-

burn established a rule—that, previous to granting the

lot to any body else, the improvements should be

valued, so that, in the event of the seftler returning,

he might receive the amount of that labour which he
,had actually laid out in effecting the lmpxovements

The motive which induces settlers to emigrate to the

United States is generally a deception. .The people

of that country are fond of entlclng emlgrants, ‘hold

out inducements, and, availing themselves of thelr la-

bour for a certain tlme, then turn them adrift.. Col.
Cockburn has'known a great number of people who,

on their way to Upper ‘Canada,” have been induced to’

go over to the United States, and who have eventhally'
perished there for want. k

There is hardly such a thmg as a ready money sale Page 151,

of land in Upper Canada ; it is generally paid for by
instalments, so much the first year, so much the second,

and so much in the third, and so on—the whole of the
' money bearing interest ; but it has happened, in many
cases, that neither the one nor the other is realized.
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wwn - Pagel152 Col. Cockburn is only partially acquainted with the

line of country from Niagara to Port Talbot, as he

has generally gone by water ; but the road through

_ |this country was made under the establishment of the

; legislature by statute labour, and the labour which the

settlers are bound to perform in the front of their own
lots. ’

Colonel Cockburnis of opinion, that the clergy re- . -

serves tend to' prevent the making of good roads in

Upper Canada, for unless a crown or -clergy reserve

be under lease, there is no provision for making any

Page 152, road through it all, so. that it becomes a stop. With

regard to the possibility of collecting rents, Colonel

Cockburn refers the Committee to the difficulty which

the cle1gy have in collecting the rents of their re-

Page 153. serves. They have many under lease, and he alludes
to what they actually’seceive, not to what is due.

Some of the mechanics, after being established, avail

themselves of their particular line of business ; and for

" this reason it was thought advisable to establish a certain

number of villagesin the military settlement ; and Co-

lonel Cockburn submits to the Committee the utility of

doing so in all new settlements, as a means of bringing

artisans together, of encouraging tradesmen to bring

goods to the settlement, and of affording to their

farmers the means of disposing of their produce. The

present mode of locating lands in squares, rather than.

concentric lots, is to be preferred, as it facilitates the

great object of establishing general communications

through the country, and he is qulte satisfied, that

villages are of gr eat advantage : in some places a vil-

lage was laid out in acre lots, and at some distance

park lots of ten acres, which brought more inhabitants

Page 154, together, such as blacksm1ths, tailors, shoemakers;
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and traders of various descriptions, who lived by their
different crafts. The military settlers were not of a
superior class; on the contrary, as soldiers they had
imbibed habits of idleness. Of the settlers, Colonel
Cockburn rather prefers the English and Scotch, but
the Irish agree very well; they have, indeed, very
little time to quarrel, and are, in general, at such 5
distance, that it must be asort of pitched qumrel 1f
they quarrel at all. ~

Colonel Cockburn’s impression respecting Mr. Ro-
binson’s settlers of 1823, was, that they were not doing
well ; and that the settlers in the neighbourhood were
so much annoyed with their conduct, that it was wished
no more should be sent out under similar circum-
stances. This impression was made from the con- Page 154,
~ fidence he had in those individuals who spoke to him
upon the subject, and who, in his opinion, had ample
means of knowing. Colonel Cockburn thinks, that in
any system of emigration, boards would do mischief,
but agents are indispensable ; and he is quite satisfied, Page 155,
that, to succeed, all the orders and directions must
emanate from this country, and the agents employed
should be under the controul of the persons who con- -
duct the emigration.

The Reverend Doctor Stracuan has just returned Dr, Stra-
from Canada; he hopes that, after seven years, the -Chan,
settlers would have the disposition, as they certainly
would have the ability to repay any advance made
on account of their emigration ; if they did not, tne
improvement of the farms would be a sufficient secu-
rity that the parties would not leave them, but rather
pay the debt. Europeans in Canada have feelings Page 159,
quite different. from those from the United States.
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The Europeans live hardly, are afraid of getting into
debt, and are provisioned chiefly on milk, vegetables,
and bread ; when they have a pig they fatten and sell
it, and get attached to the place in which they are
living. Persons .ﬁ;om» the United States, on the con-
trary, live extravagantly compared to Europeans,
form no particular attachment, get into debt if they
can, and after five or six years, think nothing of selling
their lots, and if ~twhey have a small balance, of taking
a new farm to improve, in the back settlements, either
in Canada or the United States; nor will they think
any thing of going four hundred miles infjirsuit of a-*
location. They sometimes find difficulty 'iﬁ%ﬂisﬁﬁiﬁg
of their farms under7such circumstances, %nd some-
times not: if an emigrant has money he prefers pur-
chasing a cultivated farm ; it takes away from him the
dismal apprehension of going into.the woods. Théfe
is, therefore, an occasional market of this.sort for
farms in Upper Canada. In other respects, the market
takes its hue from the prices in- this<country. Insix

ropean will, after six months, if he wish to succeed,
and continues industrious, do more work in the course
of a week or fortnight than a native American, be-
cause he perseveres longer. He will not fell as much
timber.in one day or two days, but in six days he will
fell more, and he has also a greater disposition to save
than the American. He has known, in his experience,
persons accumulate in eighteen, or twenty years, a
property of two jor three thousand pounds, from the
actual improvement of their farms and lands; then
purchasing other farms for establishing their children,
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~ or letting them out in shares. He s by no means of -
"opxmon that an emigrant, at the end of one year, is A
unable to provide for his subsistence without assist-

ance ; for many persons have, to his knowledge, gone

on farms, and subsisted themselves the same year. He,
therefore, thinks one year’s provision is quite sufficient ;

and he is confident that the advantages which have

been given to the emigrants of 1823, with the vast
benefit they possess of a proper superintendant, quite
enough for any industrious man to get on perfectly

well. -

- In 1'egard to the children of settlers, the practice in

Upper Canada, and in the United States, is this :—if

a man has a family of sons, he provides a farm for the

eldest, and gives what aid he can to establish him. To

the second, when of age, he does the same, and so on.

The youpger genelally takes care of the homestead,

and provides for the parents. - The farms found for

the  children branched off are not always in the neigh-
- bourhood, for distance is not considered in America

as in England, and he must be a very indifferent set-

tler who is not able to branch off his children in this p,g, 169,
manner. Enactments concerning roads and internal
communications are better understood in the colony

than in this country. Accordingly road-laws exist, page 160. -
which are considered to insure, in a reasonable time, a
tolerable road ; and in winter there are good roads
“everywhére. In as’ far as the crown and clergy re-
serves are thought interruptions, \ they hecome, on’
being leased, subject to all the laws for the regulating
and making of roads as other lands are. It must be
admitted, that there are many. reserves not leased,
which present an impediment ; but the inhabitants of
the Canadas pay no quit-rent as in other colonies :
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when, therefore, the inhabitants complain of the small
impediment thrown in the way by these reserves, it
appears unreasonable, more especially as they are
leasing very fast in the more populous'. parts of the
country. Landholders lease them -for their .children,
that they may be near them ; consequently the impedi-
ment, small as it is, can only be temporary. As to the
difficulty experienced by the clergy iti"collecting their
rents, it must be observed, that the clergy corpora-
tion has been but a few years established ; ‘that since the
Canada Company has been in agitation, it has ceased to
do any thing, till that affair has come to a conclusion ;
but the difficulty experienced in collecting the rents
has arisen chiefly from a reluctance on the part of the
clergy to proceed to extremities. As to the disposition
of the colorny to acquiesce in this way of providing
for the church it is difficult to say. They would much
rather prefer this way to that of being obliged to pay

for the clergy themselves, and those who wish for an

. establishment do not consxder the ‘reserves disadvan-

tageous ; but the church establishment has been hitherto

. 80 inadequate to the wants of the people, that-it has

Page 161.

not produced that religious character which it would
have done had it been better supported ; for, wherever
a clergyman is established in 2 populous district, he col-

lects round him all the principal people, and' forms a

respectable congregation. If, therefore, the church of
England has made very little progress, it is entuely
from the want of means; for eighty or one hundred
clergymen could be placed to great advantage in the
colony, if they could be decently supported.

The actual number of established clergymen were
in 1824 about twenty-two, they are now twenty-six ;
of other denominations there are very few, except the
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Methodists, who may have twenty-five travelling
preachers, chiefly from the United States.

~ Education is flourishing in the colony; there are
eleven grammar-sehools, one for each district, the
master of which receives a salary of 90/ per annum
from the province, besides fees from his scholars, At
these schools upwards of 300 young men, the children
of the principal inhabitants, are instructed. There are
also common or parochial schools in every township or
parish, and from these ten of the most promising young
men are selected, and sent to the kgrammar—sclmlo\ol, to.
be taught gratis. The masters of the grammagsschools,
two excepted, are of the Estab'lishedmr@ﬁi"ﬁ'ch, but
there is no religious education enforced on those who .
differ. Prayers are enjoined evening and morning, but
the Roman Catholic children who attend the schools
are exempted from all religious instruction. In Upper

- Canada, there are few Roman Catholics.- When Dr.

Strachan came to the ‘province there was only one
priest, and he is now blshop Since that' period,
several others have come{into the province. The Ro- Page 162,
man Catholic clergy are supported by their people but
poorly. They claim the tithe, as in Lower Canada,
because the 14th of George I1I. applied to the pro-
vince of Quebec before its division, and the 31st of
‘King George III. establishes the right of the Catholic
clergy to their rights and dues, and the Catholic clergy
of Upper Canada consider their rights indisputable.
The clergy of the Church of England have been
hitherto supported by the Society for Propagating the
Gospel in Foreign Parts. As to the clergy of the
United States, they are not respectably supported.
The people hire them for stated periods, perhaps six
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months, and when they preach a sermon that the con-
gregation dislikes, they are turned off.

Dr. Strachan is of opinion that should any seftler
fail in paying the expense of his location, the'imi)nge-
ment made on his farm would be a sufficient” secm'i'ty"i
There is no difficulty in the government recovering the
sums that are advanced, as the improved farm is worth
more than the debt. ‘ :

As to the demand for lahour, it would, owing to the
thinness of population, be very soon glutted in any
particular district, and this forces the emigrants to go
to the public works for more permanent_employment.
In the United States, the-labour performed on the
canal” has beerl always paid in money. The commis-
sioners of the Erie Canal have been very careful to see
that the labourers received their money ; and the mana-
gers of the Welland Canal follow their example.

A man of moderate industry fnay in.seven years
clear and improve twenty-four or thirty acres : many
persons will ‘have much more ready for crop. Asto
corn or pasture land, the success depends entirely upon
the soil: the average produce of wheat in Upper
Canada may be reckoned twenty-five bushels per acre,
and he has seen the twentieth crop on the same ground,
but that is considered bad farming. The system of
farming may certainly be improved, but it requires
time, as many of the emigrants have not been bred to
farming. The valued property assessed in the province
of Upper Canada is about two and a half millions of
acres, and about eleven hundred thousand in tillage. -

The emigration of 1823 has undoubtedly succeeded.
In respect to the military settlement, it must be ob--
served, that soldiers broken up from their regiments
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are not the best settlers, nor were the arrangements
made by the military so good as those under Mr. Ro-
binson, who knows . the country. Mechanics and
others, if once upon their land, would remain ; but so
many things are told them about going into the woods,
that they are frequently tempted to go to the United
States; but if they can be only placed upon their lands,
they are sure to remain. There is no drain from Canada
to the United States, but.the contrary. Emigrants
cast upon the shore of Canada, and not sent there
under the protection of government, might be induced
to.leave the provifice, but not those who had been
placed upon their grms. |
" The flour from (Gennesee or any neighbouring part
of the United States is not better than that of Upper
Canada, for there are several mills in that province,
the bread of>which  is preferred at Quebec to that of
any other which comes into the market. There would
be no difficulty in admitting American flour into Upper
or Lower Canada, for exportation, for it would im- Page 165.
prove both the import and export trade. ~ Canada ex-
ported from 70 to 80,000 barrels of American flour
previous to a dollar per barrel duty being laid on it.
The principal part was sent to the West Indies in
vessels of snitable size. As the merchants had the -
staple article of flour, it enabled the}n to make up
assorted cargoes; and by this means they disposed of
beef, pork, butter, lard, live-stock, potatoes, and
Jumber, which was greatly advantageous to the country,
but being deprived of flour, they cannot make'up their
cargoes, and are the}efme obliged to abandon the
trade. The direct advantages that Canada derived from
allowing the 1mportatlon of flour free, are— AP



b 5

98 . EVIDENCE OF

1. The freight from Upper Canada.

2.-The cartage, porterage, storage, cooperage, &c.

3. The merchants’ commission.
- Export—the freight—the supply of the ships with
provisions—the men with clothing, and the building of
the ships. Canada labours under the great disadvan-
tage of having the river frozen nearly half the year; and
this prevents the merchants from being able to compete
on equal terms with those of the United States. This .
evil might, in a great degree, be remedied, by cutting
the Canal across the Isthmus of Missiquash, to connect

"the Bay of Fundy with the Gulf of St. Lawrerce : if

this were done the Canadians would make St. John’s a
depdt for their produce; by this means the; could
supply the markets in the West Indies with good flour
cheaper than the Americans, which they have not been

Page 165. able hitherto to do, and likewise with beef, butter, &c.

In this way the inhabitants of St. John, New Bruns-
%ck, would become deeply interested in the West
India trade; and instead of having their returns made
directly to Canada, they would have their returns from
the St. John’s. )
. The exports from Upper Canada will not naturally
pass through the Erie Canal, in preference to the St.
Lawrence, because it takes about eight days to proceed
from Buffaloe to New York, or twice as long as to go
to Montreal ; and this delay, in addition to the duties,
must be a great burthen : nor can the duties be entirely

Page 166. done away, on account of the repairs annually re-

quireﬂ ; and if allowed to go free of all toll, the
produce would cost more to New York than Montreal.
The trade; subsisting at present between Quebec and
Halifax, is not very great, but the projected canal from
the St. Lawrence to the Bay of Fundy, would make a
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communication safe at all times with St. John ; and, by
cutting a small internal canal, with Halifax also. As
respects morasses, they come under the provisions of
the Provincial legislature, which provides for such
cases. 'These enacgi;ients diminish the difficulty accord-
ing to the means of the population. That the settle-
ments of Upper and Lower Canada would afford, by
their increase, a very considerable demand for West
India and British manufactures, is quite evident. A
single good road, made through a township, raises the
value of the land 200/. per cent.

The fisheries on the coast offer, also, a great market
for the Canadians; and as fishermen are employed,
craftsmen would find occupation; so that emigration
would of itself increase. '

Dr. Strachan sees no objection to allowing, in districts
where there is a large majority of Catholics, a reserve
of land for the Catholic priest, without interfering with
the reserve already made for the Established Church.
As to the Methodists, or any other denomination, it does
not appear wise.

The Catholics are a sort of national church. The
church of Scotland might be added as deserving assist-
ance, but such assistance should be confined to the

established Roman Catholic and Presbyterian churches. page 167,

A great portion of the inhabitants resort to dissenting
places of worship, from the great deficiency in the
supply of regular Clergymen.
. There is no disposition in Canada to emigrate to the
United States; for if the settlers or emigrants were
assisted, as they have lately been, all would remain.
The population is, in general, very much attached to
the government of Great Britain. The settlers have
no taxes or assessments to pay, compared to those paid
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by the inhabitants of the United States. The feeling
of the Canadas is at present exceedingly in favour of a
continuance of the connexion with the mother-country,
provided their interests are properly protected. . The
exports last year, 1825, were valued at upwards of
1,000,000/, ;—the seamen employed, nine or ten thou-
sand ;—the vessels eight hundred and.eighty-three ; the
tonnage 227,707 ; and sixty-one new vessels were built
in Lower Canada. ' .-

The boats that ply on the Erie canal are froni
twenty to thirty tons burthen, and the number was so
great, as to produce 500,000 dollars gross revenue ;

- nor will the annual repair be very great.

Page 168,

Mr. Bu-
chanan.

There came by the way of New York a great number
of Irishmen, in 1817 and 1818, recommended by the
British consul ; they were settled in Cavan, and are all
doing well, and have a great deal of surplus produce.
They appeared to have no money among them when
they arrived, but after looking around them, they
found employment and gained wages. These were
chiefly Protestants. There is a large settlement, west
of York, as prosperous and satisfied as those in the
township of Cavan: many of them went and laboured
onthe Erje canal, and but for that they would have
been much longer in getting forward. There are not,
indeed, the same facilities now, in getting labour, as.
formerly ; because the Erie canal is finished, and the
Welland canal cannot absorb all the labourers. The
Ohio canal is rather too distant, but still many .go
and labour upon it.

Arexanper CARLISLE BUCHA‘NAN,' Esq.,: knows
very little about the emigration of 1823, but a good
deal about free emigration ;—has visited both Upper
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and Lower Canada, but his property is in the latter.
Emigrants landing in Canada, frequently go into the
States and return again. Many who settle in the back
parts of New Y ork, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, find Quebec
the cheapest and easiest routé, from the great water
conveyance on the St. Lawrence and the lakes. The
majority, however, of those who land at Quebec, settle
in Canada. Emigrants can lay by half their wages in
the United States, and the same in Canada. He has
known poor wretches arrive at Quebec, who would be
scarcely hired 'in Ireland, realize, in one summer, from Page 169.
fifty to eighty dollars; for they get eight or ten dollars
per month, and many half a dollar a day, and food. Mr.
Buchanan’s brother, the consul at New York, sent to
Canada a great number of settlers from Ireland, Wwho
are doing well. For the last ten yedrs, the arrival at
Quebec has been from ten to twelve thousand annually,
and about the same number arrive in the United States.
Before passing the late act, allowing emigration to the Page 170.
United States on similar footing as to Canada, not so
many went to the States, from the high rate of passage;
but as'ships going there can now take as many as to our . .
colonies, a preference is generally given to the United
States, except by those who have friends in the Canadas
before them; but there are not so many going to the -
States as there were. The majority of these emigrants
are Protestants and Dissenters; some of them with-
large families, and carrying with them from 50 to
100¢., and are in general doing well. :

Mr. Buchanan has been in the habit of taking out Page 172.
passengers ; but the Act for their regulation is not 3d May.
acceptable to the habits and customs of the people of

Ireland, as it provides provisions, which they know not
I
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how to use, and which they do not like; at the same
time it very much increases the expense, and is not so
favourable to their health as the food they are accus-
tomed to, which consists of oatxheal, potatoes, butter,
eggs, molasses, and a little bacon, the whole not cost-
ing more than 2/. to support them during their passage.

Wisriam Bowman \FELTON, Esq., again called in,
states, that the French law, in Lower Canada, is con-
fined to the adjustment of civil disputes. In all crimi-
nal matters the law of England is introduced. This
prevalence of the French law is a disadvantage most
severely felt by all English settlers, and great numbers
of respectable persons are, from this circumstance, pre-
vented from settling in Lower Canada. Mr. Felton
does not believe that the French population is particu-
larly attached to the present Fremch law; nor that
they prefer holding property by the French rather
than the English tenure; but they dislike going into
the townships, on account of the reserves for the crown
and clergy interfering with their mode of settlement,
and because the clergy reserves promise a provision for
a rival ohurch, and they have no provision for their
own clergy. In the Seigneuries of Lower Canada, the
law provides for the clergy of the church of Rome by
the appropriation of a tithe of one twenty-sixth of the
grain raised ; but in the part of the province granted
since the conquest, in free and common soccage, there
is no provision by law made for any established clergy
specially designated, the reservatlon of the clergy lands
being for the support of a Prlotestant church ; so that
the ministers of the church of Scotland are, equally with
those of the church of Rome, unprov1ded for by law in
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those parts of the province. legrants of the esta.
blished church of England, locating themselves in the
townships, are provided with religious instruction by
the beneficence of his Majesty’s Government, or-aid of
an allowance from the Society for the Propagatlon of
the Gospel. The number of clergymen so-provided
does not exceed twelve; and in regard to the propor-
tion of inhabitants belonging to the established church,
in as far as Mr. Felton’s observation extends, where-
ever a minister of the established church is placed, all
the Protestants in the n;ighbourhood frequent his
church. And he thinks, that if emigration is carried on’
under the sanction of Government, it is the duty of
Government to cause provision to be made for religious
instruction commensurate to the growing numbers and
wants of the emigrants.
In regard to schools, they are:very generally esta-
blished in the townships, and the' masters are paid
by the colony ; but they are not grammar-schools, and
_ are intended only for the poorer classes., The local legis-
" lature and authorities are not very forwa,1d in pro-
moting education. There are no efficient schools for Page 180,
the instruction of the common people in the French
settlements in Bower Canada. The Roman Catholic
clergy may, indeed, be said to assist, because the three
' colleges orseminaries, at Montreal, Quebec,and Nicolet,
are open to the admission of the laity, and the instruc-
tors are Catholic priests. Mr. Felton prefers emigrants
from England to the American Backwoodsmen, be-
cause they have more steady habits, soon become as
efficient, and the Irish for the fisheries. He thinks that Page 181,
as many of the emigrants as possible should be located
upon the frontiers of the United States, particularly

such as are most averse to. the Americans, in religion
‘ / ‘12

@



“
Lo
G

- 104 EVIDENCE OF

i
and prejudices, as the Irish, or preferably the Highland
Catholic emigrants. Mr. Felton thinks it judicious to
encourage a certain number of established churches in
the Canadas, by an equal protection afforded to each ;
to explain,—he would confine his plotéction to the
church of England, the church of Scotland and the
church of Rome; and that they should bé supported
Page 132. by.a tithe. He does not consider that the| appropria-
tion of land to the clergy of the church of Eng]and will
yield the benefit antlclpated The amount of rent from
the clergy reserves, in any given township of 60,000
acres, if all leased and collected, will, for twenty-one
years, be only 154/, : now, what is true of a township
is true of the whole province,

Mr. Tromas Law Hopers again called in—thinks that

‘ lg}"gf:; there is no remedy to resist the existing evil of a
Page 182. rédundant population equal to that of emigration, and
the necessity of that species of relief is so pressing, that

| the parishes must and will relieve themselves, either by
| emigration to Canada or to the United States. The
cost of a family, a man, and his’ Wer, and two children,
emigrating to the United States, is 37.. ; to send the
| same family to Upper Canada will cost 88/., leaving a
difference of 51/. morein sending them to Canada than
\the United States; but if the parishes were only to pay
, i, the interest of this sum for seven years, when it would
i 'he jassumed by the emigrant himself, at the same time
\tﬂ at he was deprived of any future claim on the parish,

Page 184 ‘uch saving of expense and trouble would be made;
or if the expense of sending emigrants to Canada is
que not to exceed that of sending them to the
United States, there would be a disposition on the
“part of the parishes to send them to the former, After
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attributing the increase ef population, in a great de-
gree, to improvident’ marnages, from a reliance cn the
poor-rates and the bulldmg of cottages, Mr, Hodges
 delivered a letter from a ]abourmg man, who had emi-
grated from an adjacent pal 1sh dated Upper Canada,
30th October, 1825, statmg that itisa fine countr y for
a man w1th a famlly, enteung into various paltlculars,
butall encouraging and in favour of emigration. He had
gone first to the United States; but, convinced of the
superior advantages of Upper Canada, he had removed
~ into' it, Where, he says, < my children can get farms of .
their ‘own, which they could not have done in the
States.” This man had nothing when he went away
but his labour to depend upon. A thousand families
could well be spared from the district of which Mr.
Hodges speaks, and with great benefit to the labourers
who remain; nor does he conceive it possible, without
such extraordinary relief as emigration may afford,
and, perhaps, emigration alone, that the people can' be
restored to that sound state, by which the poor laws
may be placed on their original principles, and the
moral and " religious habits of the people be restored ;
for the lower population are led day by day more and
more to throw themselves upon public or parochial
relief.
Arexanper Nimmo, Esq., is well acquainted with
 the state of the poor in the South ef Ireland, where

that the introduction of manufactures would very much
ameliorate the condition of the poor; but how far emi-
gration to a more favourable situation might be the
better scheme, he is not competent to decide. He is
of opinion, that the disturbed situation of Ireland

\

Pa ge 185,

Mr.
Nimmo.

.. & . Page 187,
the labouring population is redirdant. He believes -
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does not arise from thick population, but from por-
tions of the country where it is thin; except in one
case, he recollects no disturbance in the neighbour-
hood of Clonakilty, or in the extreme parts of the
County of Clare. He thinks that the disturbances
in Ireland may always be traced to the distressed con-
dition of the people, and has been miost violent in the
agricultural districts.

The removal of the redundant population would
increase the value of the land ; but the disposition of
the proprietors to contribute to their removal by emi-
gration would depend upon the expense, though there
there are some cases where a proprietor would be
willing to pay a considerable sum to remove from his
estate, without trouble or inconvenience to himself, a
part of the population. )

Wirriam WrixonN BecreR, Esq., M. P., knows it
to be a fact, as Mr. Nimmo stated, that the more popu-
lous districts have been invariably quiet, and the less
so have been disturbed. Believes that sub-letting

\ exists in the south of Ireland to a pernicious degree,
and that it deteriorates the value of property; and to
this he attributes much of the misery of that part of
the country. Mr. Becher doubts the existence of a
disposition, to any extent, on the part of the landlords
to concur in the expense necessary for removing a
portion of the redundant population; but if the de-

~mand was not- too great, he thinks it would be the
landlord’s interest to contribute ; and if the aid were,

Page 192. by way of annuity, charged upon the estate, it would
be deemed more favourable, because spread over a
number of years. There is such a general feeling pre-
vailing among landlords against sub-letting, from ex-
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. perience of its evils, that, if ever relieved from such a
state, they would endeavour to prevent its recarrence.
At present it would be very dangerous and very cruel
to remove persons at the termination of their leases,
without being able to dispose of them subsequently.
Nor does he conceive it possible, without emigration,
to afford such relief by ‘the removal of the super-
abundant population, as to enable landlords to let farms BN
upon any sound principle.
Mr. Becher is of opinion, that the emigrants who Page 193.
went to Canada consider their situation enviable, and
that there is a disposition among the lower classes to
follow them; and in his neighbourhood to escape the
consequences of misconduct.
Mr. Nimmo thinks that a great unwillingness will Page 195,
be found on the part of the Irish proprietors to being
assessed in the nature of land-tax for any thing like
parochial relief.

Repmonp O'Driscor, Esq., agrees with Mr. Nim- \
mo, that no remedy can be applied so effectually and so
satisfactorily for the removal of “the redundant po-
pulation, as emigration carried on upon an extenswe
scale, and upon a judicious system. There is no pro-\
bability of such population being absorbed by manu-!
facturers, He thinks that the interests of the pro-
prietors ought to induce them to contribute largely
towards emigration, as it increases the security and
value of their property. The landholders would con-
cur in the advantages of emigration, but he-doubts
whether they would concur as to any mode of taxation
‘upon themselves to carry it on; yet, if they were pae 106,
"brought to see that it was their interest, they might
contribute. The extent of voluntary emigration has, -
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last spring, been almost incredible; it has been pro-
duced by the invitations of friends who had preceded
them, -particularly those sent out in 1823, under
Mr. Robinson. Mr. O’Driscol has seen people by
hundreds at the brokers’ office at the Port of. Cork,
stating that their friends invite them over, and ex-
pressing great anxiety ,to go. Invitations also come
from persons who have gone to the United States; but

. at present the emigration is chiefly to the North Ame-

Page 197,

rican colonies. -

The emigrants going are chiefly agucultuxa] and
possess some means. ,

L01d Viscount Exnismore, M.P., thinks it would
be ve13 desirable to Irish landlords to meet a pro-
portion of the _expense of emigration; that they would
consider 20/, ‘for the emigration of a family, con-
sisting of four persons, not beyond the advantage to
be reaped by their removal. A part of the population
is at present employed in public works, which only
afford a temporary relief. His Lordship believes that
the want of employment was almost solely the cause of
the disturbances ; for a disturbance in the County of
Cork was quieted almost immediately by the employ-
ment of the people, and no disturbance has taken

" place in that district since. His Lordship cannot state

what sort of pecuniary sacrifice a landlord would make
to be relieved from a redundant population on. his
property, but he himself would be very willing to.pay
for seven years 3/. 10s. for the emigration of a family
of four persons ; and he believes many persons would

_ be very glad to do the same, but he does not mean

to say that all would. His Lordship is fully aware of
the evils of sub-letting, but covenants in leases against

’
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it are found unavailing ; not only does.sub- lettmg pro-
duce extreme poverty and distress amongs “the sub-
tenants themselves, but defeats the rights of the; land-
lord, - and becomes the source of great outrage and
disturbance.

- Lord Ennismore does not see how an assessment on
land in Ireland could be made justifiable to meet the
expense of emigration; nor does he think that the
system of poor-laws would be at all applicable to Pﬂge 199.
Ireland, but the contrary; and believes that its adop-
tion would be attended with ruinous consequences.
There is a general feeling and desire in the country to
get rid of the redundant population,” particularly since
the commencement of the emigrations within the last
three years, and the lower classes are perfectly willing
and desirous of going. The accounts from Canada
have been very encouraging, so' much so, as to cause
a general anxiety among -the lower orders to migrate
to Canada. His Lordship sent out, in the last emigra-
tion, several small tenants from some farms, which was
a great relief to the farms, and the people themselves
have been highly pleased with the circumstances in
which they have been placed. Page 200.

ArcuiBaLp CampBELL, Esq., M. P., believes that Mr. Arch.
the influx of Irish pepulation to Glasgow and its neigh- I;:;"Qg‘{
bourhood is very great, and learns from good authority
that there are 40,000, the gréatef part weavers. The
agricultural labourers remain generally in Wigton and
Ayr. One would think that this influx has operated to
depress the wages in Glasgow and its vicinity; but
Mr. Campbell is not aware that it has had that effect.

The Irish labourers do not live so comfortably as the

Scotch, and their presence is found a great grievance, .
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as the subsistence is, from that circumstance, much
increased in price; but he does not think that the
population are aware of it. 'This influx does not strike
Mr. Campbell as depressing the station of life which
artisans occupy ;- but having little knowledge of the

- state of the manufactures, he cannot speak with

Mr.
Rolph.
Page 204

Page 204.

certainty on the subject. He believes that an Irish la-
bourer can pass over to Scotland for about 44. sterling.

Joun Rovru, Esq., is a2 member of the legislature
in Upper Canada; has looked over the evidence of the
Solicitor-general and Dr. Strachan, and decidedly con-
curs, in so far as emigration is concerned ; and has not
the least doubt of the settler’s ability to commence, after
a period of seven years, the re-payment of the money
advanced for his emigration ; and if he made any diffi-
culty, the land would be an ample security. It is,
indeed, difficult at present to sell land at all; but if
there were emigration, the value would increase in
propdrtion to the population. Still there would be an
interchange of property with the old settlers, and
pauper-settlers would undertake the conditions of their
predecessors ; and “Mr. Rolph has no doubt but that
there are in the colony old settlers who would be glad
to take such farms. He is in the habit of letting
farms, receiving one-third of the produce, and the stock
double in three years; of course, in such cases, he takes
the produce in kind. There would be no prejudice
against making this sort of payment, on the f its
being considéred as rent, as long as they un erstood it.
Mr. Rolph conceives that there is no danger with
respect to the number of emigrants that might be
locatell in Upper Canada, upon the principles of those
already sent out in 1823 and 1825 ; for, under such
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conditions, the greater the number the more they would

assist and keep each other in countenance. And pro-

vided 20,000 were located in the first three years,

" there would be no matter how many went out after-

wards; for there would be a surplus produée from

those who had at first emigrated. He has no*doubt

but that, if emigrants were properly selected from

different parts of the country, where there was an

excess of population, they would, after being settled in

Canada, invite their friends, and produce a voluntary page 206. -

emigration, without the aid of Government; because

this is the case at present in numberless instances.

And if the sums to.be repaid were applied for the

purposes of the province, in liquidation of some expenses

now incurred by the mother-country; it would be satis-

factory to the inhabitants. The opinion is universal

that the clergy-reserves are an impediment, chiefly as

an interruption to roads; because they are, generally

speaking, unoccupied, and there is no limitation to their

occupation after the settlement of a township. There

was an address of thie House of Assembly for applying

the reserves to the support of clergymen of different

denominations, or of education, . but in which the Dr.

legislative council did not concur.” Strachan.
Taomas ObeLr, Esq., resides in the county of .

~ Limerick, where the general state of the poor is misera- Odell.

ble indeed, the applicants for labour being so much

above the demand that they earn almost uo'”thing, not

even sixpence per.day. The removal of a part of the

population would be advantageous to those who remain.

The people are anxious to emigrate; for Mr. Odell -

applied, on behalf of a great portion, to the executive

government. They consisted chiefly of persons who

were reduced to a state of starvation by the division of
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their small farms. Many who expected to be taken
out by Mr. Robinson were disappointed, as he could
only take a small number of those who offerel. Some
.of them might have a little money, but they were all,
more or less, in the character of paupers. Mr. Odell
says, the practice of sub-letting continues, notwith-
standing that clauses are introduced into the leases to
prevent it; but he thinks that the proprietors will
Page 208, avail themselves of the late Act. If sub-letting be
prevented, and no mode devised by Government for
the support of the people, the consequences will be very
serious. ‘
Mr. Odell does not think that landlords would
be able to come forward with a sum of money for the
removal of the redundant population; if, indeed, the
Page 209, absentees were to subscribe, and the more intelligent of
the local gentry, some might be induced to subscribe..
He believes, on re-consideration, that many would be
disposed to contribute if they had it in their power.
Page 210. He is of opinion that if the Government established a
liberal system of emigration, it would soon extend far
beyond what is calculated at present, and would mate--
rially benefit those who remained ;' but he thinks that
the whole, or nearly the whole, of the original outlay
must come from Government.

Mr. Tuomas Serine Rice, Esq., M. P., considers the

S. Rice. population redundant in particular districts, but is

not prepared to say that it is so, taking all Ireland to-
gether, if proper measures were taken.

Where the proprietor is in immediate contact with
the occupier, benevolence and interest would combine
in inducing him to pledge an annuity or fixed contri-

Page 111. bution ; but where there are many intermédiate tenants
or middlemen, it might not be the interest of any to
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come forward. No very great proportion of proprie-
tors disposed to contribute are able to do so; but as
the number who take the management of their own
estates is daily increasing, so would the disposition /
and ability to improve the condition of their tenantry,
by contributing to a well-regulated system of emigra-
tion. For his own part, and speaking with regard to

a majority of the inheritors of land with whom’ he has
conversed, Mr. Rice is in favour of a fixed and imme- Page 212,
diate payment, rather than incumbering the property
with an annuity; and from the communications he has
seen, he should think that, both on principles of bene-
volence and interest, they could have no hesitation in
making advances equal to those which have been sug-
gested in this committee. He can conceive cases ‘to
exist, in which facilities might be advantageously given
by receiving the payments by instalments ; but as a ge-
neral rule, he prefers, unquestionably, that of a fixed
payment. On thé whole, Mr. Rice is of opinion that Page 213.
there will be a very considerable disposition on the -
part of the Irish landlords to contribute. This evi-
dence presupposes what he knows to be the fact, that
the peasantry themselves are most anxious to profit by
any scheme of emigration ; but it will be visible to the
Committee, that any attempt at a forced emigration
would be pecuhally inapplicable, cruel, and dangerous

in Ireland :—it is upon the pnnc1ple that a certain pro-
portion of the population Is anxious to go, and to seek
for that happiness and comfort elsewhere, which they
cannot find in Ireland, that he thinks the tenantry Page 214.
would be anxious to go, and the landlords to assist
them, at a greater pecuniary sacrifice than any he has
here heard mentioned.
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Wirriam Hexry Bopkin, Esq., is Secretary to the
Mendicity Society, and has opportunities of knowing
that the influx of Irish labourers into England has re-
duced the wages of some kinds of labour. In 1822 the
Society gave 8d. per ton for breaking stones, by which
a man would earn 1s. or 18d:; some only 84., or even
6d. ; very few English would accept of such employ-
ment; but the Irish accepted it cheerfully, and were
sorry when it was discontinued, which the Society did
from a conviction that it was encouraging emigration
from Ireland to a fearful extent. The Irish would
flock over, had they a prospect of getting even 6d. a
day. As bricklayers’ labourers, and in the lower and
harder kinds of employment of that description, the
Irish are willing to work at lower wagesthan the Eng-
lish; and some particular kinds of labour they have
secured to themselves exclusively, for they are gene-
rally found willing to do those kinds of work to which
English labourers are averse.-

Mr. Bodkin recommends an emigration of boys who
infest the metropolis, and from whom the gangs of
pickpockets and thieves are recruited. He thinks that
many would be inclined to go, particularly such as are
on the verge of profligacy and vice; and it might be
fairly expected, that when removed from their present
associations, and from the influence of bad example,
they would betake themselves to honest employment.
He is well acquainted with the public charities in Lon-
don, and thinks that it would be possible to combine,
with the general system of those charities, any well-di
gested plan of emigration; for he has heard many of

- their most active members so ex%:ss themselves. He

does not think that London parishés would be disposed
to pay 3l. 10s. a year, for seven years, for removing a
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family of four, because able-bodied labourers, which he
presumes are contemplated, are not allowed to be
permanently charged on the London parishes, and
because the parishes would fear to induce people to
become chargeable for the purpose.

CoroNeL CockBURN, in reference to question 1570,
put to him on 28th April, submitted certain remarks,
which, from their importance, are here given in full.

There appears (says Colonel Cockburn) to be no
doubt that, if an emigration can be duly effected on
an extensive scale, it will tend in a great measure to
relieve the distresses existing in the mother-country,
to improve the ‘state of the colonies, and, at no very
distant period, to establish, in a permanent and com-
fortable independence, many thousands of English,
Irish, and Scotch, who are now experiencing all the
horrors of beggary and want. Desirable, however,
as it would be to carry through an arrangement so im-
portant and beneficial in its general results, it should
not be concealed that the doing so must of necessity
involve an expenditure of very considerable amount.

The evidence before the Committee would warrant,
 that the average cost of conveying a settler from this
country, with a wife and three children, placing them
on their lands, and supporting them for a year, would
amount to about 110/., or about 22/. for each indi-
vidual.

Mr. Robinson’s detailed statement, for the 568 emi-
‘grants, which he took out in 1823, averages a few
shillings more; but the proportion of men on that oc-
casion was very great ; (a strong proof that 22/, may,
generally speaking, be considered as amply sufficient.)
'The sum paid by Mr. Robinson, for the passage and

i
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provisions from Ireland to Quebec, amounted to about
71. each ; it would therefore be correct to divide the
total expenditure into 7/. for the voyage, and 15/. for
all ulterior charges. Tt will be seen, by reference to a
report, which I had the honour of drawing up for the
information of Lord Dalhousie, in the year 1821, and
which his Lordship forwarded to the Colonial Depart-
ment, that 167 families, sent out from Lanarkshire,
averaged, as nearly as possible, five individuals to each
family, the total number being 833, and that the ex-
pense incurred on account thereof, exclusive of the
voyage to Quebec, was 114 3s. 7d. each. But Mr.
Robinson’s settlers were provided with the following
articles, none of which were estimated for in the enu-
meration of articles supplied to the Lanark settlers ;—
viz. » ‘
182 cows . . . . £819
Farming utensils . . 230
. Assistance in building houses . 450
Guides to show the lands . 150
Seed-corn and seed-potatoes . 364
Medical advice and medicines . 100
Shoes and flannel . . . 150

et

Total . £2,263
Which, if divided amongst the 568 settlers, \V]ll ac-

count for near 4/. to each; thus making the expendi-
ture on the Lanark emigration in 1820, and that
conducted by Mr. Robinson in 1823, nearly equal. It
should, however, be observed, in making this com-
parison, that the Lanark settlers were charged three
shillings each for expenses of survey, and five shillings
and ten-pence each for their patent grants; and that
the assistance afforded to the Lanark settlers, after
being placed on their lands, was an advance in money

o
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by different instalments, amounting in the whole to 8/.
for each settler, whether man, woman, or child, and
which sum would have been equal to supplying pro-
visions for them for eighteen months, the full ration
consisting of one pound of flour and one pound of pork,
and each of the 167 families receiving rations in the
following proportigns ; viz.—for

Iman . . . 1 full ration

1 woman .. % ditto

2 children v .. = % ditte -

lchid . .. . . % ditto

The Returns from which these calculations are taken,

are herewith transmitted, and marked Nos. 1 and 2.
A return of implerents supplied to the Lanark settlers
is also transmitted, marked No. 3. I have been thus
detailed in my reference to the relative expense incurred
on account of the Lanark settlers sent out in 1820,
and those of the settlers which went from Ireland in
1823, under the superintendence of Mr. Robinson, in
the hope of thus affording to the Committee a fair
data on which to estimate the expense of future emi-}
gration. In sending settlers to Upper Canada on any
future occasions, I am not aware of any material saving
which could be expected to take place. The present
low state of transport, and making some alteration in
the ration to be issued on the passage out, might reduce
the charge from England to Quebec. 1 send herewith
a return marked No. 4, showing the prices at whic
"the Navy Board would probably at the present tige

obtain contracts for conveyance and victualling of gmi- entered.)

grants to Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec, and
Montreal, by which the Committee will see the utmost
savings which can be made in these respects, unless it
be deemed expedient to make some alteration in the

K e

(i?&



118 | EVIDENCE OF

ration, and to substitute po;;atoes in the early part of
the voyage, and oatmeal in the latter part, and dried
fish during the whole period, in lieu of the pork, beef,
and flour, at present issued: The expense of convey-
ing the Lanark settlers from Quebec to the place of
settlement was estimated, by the return marked No. 1,
at 2/, 8s. 6d. each. The expense for -the Irish emi-
grants, sent out in 1823, I should imagine was about
the same; but the statements. in Appendix No. 2,
from page 58 to 61, are not, sufficiently explicit to en-
able me to make an accurate comparison. The state-
ment in Appendix No. 1, page 22, makes the expense
of conveying a settler from Quebec to the place of his
location 6. 15s. This seems to me much over-rated,
unless the emigrant is to be sent to the very distant.
part of the province. The statement of similar de-
seription, in page 23, estimates the expense at 3/. 5s. ;
one-half less than the preceding one. I take it, how-
ever, tﬁat the statement concerning the Lanark settlers,
contained in return No. 2, and confirmed by Mr. Ro-
binson’s returns, will give a fair average of this part
of the expenditure, and that the several items of
expenditure cannot be estimated less than as follows:—
£, s d.
Voyage to Quebec . 6 0 0
From Quebec to place of settlement 2 10 0
Expense on land, including a cow to
every four persons . 1210 0

£21 00
And that even to keep it as low as this, will require
great care and management. The only practicable
way, then, of lowering the expense of sending out and
providing for the emigrants, must be by changing the
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place to which they are to be sent; and' in naming to
the Committee the different places which suggest them-
selves in British North America, as fit for the recep-
tion of settlers, I shall endeavour to bring under con-
sideration the relative advantages and disadvantages of
each. ’

Mr. Uniacke, in his evidence before the Committee,
speaks in favourable terms of this province, and states
the vacant and good disposable lands of the crown
therein at 1,500,000 or 2,000,000 of acres, which, if
the latter case be correct, would be sufficient for 20,000

heads of families at 100 acres each. In sending settlers -

to Nova.Scotia the voyage might be considered as one-
third shorter, and a saving be therefore expected in the
price of transport ; but not to the extent of one-third,
as the difficulty of obtaining freight from Halifax would
in some degree operate to the disadvantage of the ship.
A saving from the place of disembarkation to the place
of settlement might also be reckoned upon. Meat and
flour are, I sﬁquld imagine, of somewhat higher value
here than in Canada ; but if fish arid potatoes were sub-
stituted as part of the provisions to be supplied to the
emigrants, a great saving might be made in this respect,
and the items of expenditure might then be supposed
to stand as follows:
Voyage . . . . £5 00
Transport to place of settlement . 110 0O
Provisions, including a cow to every four
settlers, and supposing fish and pota-
toes to form a part of the rations . 10 10 0

17 0 O

S —

The latitude of Nova Scotia, and that part of Upper

Canada to which-the settlers have lately been sent, is
' K2

Nova
Scotia.
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nearly the same. The climate of the two places is also-

very similar; but I should take Nova Scotia, from its
vicinity to the sea, to be rather the healthier of the
two; and the collieries in this part of British America
hold .out some further inducement to prefer sending
settlers to it, rather than to either of the Canadas. If,
then, these circumstances are considered, together with
the relative expenses of sending settlers to Canada or
to Nova Scotia, it will, I think, ap;pear manifest to the
Committee that the latter place holds out too many ad-
vantages to be overlooked, if any general emigration
should be decided on.

New Brunswick, Cape Breton, and Prince Edward’s

Island, although as yet not so far advanced in agricul-

tural improvements as Nova Scotia, have each a consi-
derable portion of good and vacant lands, say New
Brunswick 2,000,000, or much more, if the boundary
line is run in compliance Wlth the claims of Great Bri-
tain.

Cape Breton 600,000.

Prince Edward’s Island 50,000. But as these' places

are similarly situated, and hold out similar advantages

as Nova Scotia, I shall class them therewith.
The next nearest place for settlements is the eastern
part of the Canadas, v72., the district of Gaspé; and

- however much it may have been hitherto neglected,

there are few parts of British America better worth
attending to’; this seems to be the very key to the St.

Lawrence. The bay of Chaleur affords many good and

safe harbours and anchorages, but none finer (indeed I
believe there can be none finer) than the bay of Gaspé.
There is already a considerable trade both in fish and
timber to-this place, which I have no doubt would ma-
terially increase in the event of the number of inhabit-

¢
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‘2{ ((o ."’ants being augmented, by directing a part of the stream
/4., 9 smigration to this neighbourhood. Tt has long ap-
Cdditi ‘peared very desirable, and for many reasons, that a
communication from New Brunswick to Quebec,
through the district of Gaspé, by the lake and river
called Matapedia, and thence towards and along the
shores of the St. Lawrence, should be established. The
quantity of good and vacant land in this district is very
considerable, and the supply of fish (but _particularly
salmon, herrings, and cod) highly abundant. The ob-
jections to this district are, the very few inhabitants, -
the small proportion of land which has been improved,
owing to the greater part of the inhabitants living by
fishing rather than by agriculture, the small supply of
cattle and other provisions, the great want of roads,
and the coldness of the climate. With respect to the
latter, the inhabitants have, however, invariably stated
it to be quite as good, or better, than Quebec. Most
of these objections would evidently and gradually dimi-
nish as the country was settled ;.and the district of
Gaspé, no doubt, become as valuable a possession to
the mother’-country as any part of British America, the
attention of government once directed to this place.
And I cannot but believe, that Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, and Lower Canada, would each contribute
towards effecting a good and practicable road between
Halifax and Quebec. '
The next place in ascending the river St. Lawrence, Riyer Sa-
where settlements might be effected to considerable guenay.
extent, and ‘with a fair prospect of success, is on the
river Saguenay. The harbour of Tadousac, which is
at the mouth of the Saguendy, is rather more than one
degree to the northward of Quebec, and Sn this spot
there are a few houses. The river Saguenay has not
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been regularly surveyed ; many persons have, however,
ascended it, and from their reports it appears that this
river takes a westerly direction, and is navigable for
ninety miles, even for ships of heavy tonnage. The
timber is said to be of that description which™ indicates
good land; the climate to be about the same as at

‘Quebec, and the fact of melons ripening in . the open

air has been ascertained. There can be no doubt, were
settlements effected on this river, a large supply of fish
might be obtained ; but it will be evident all other
supplies must, in the first instance, be sent there. The
fineness of this river has long excited a wish to have
settlements in its neighbourhood, and the doing so
would certainly open 2 new timber countﬁy of much

easier access from the ocean than any of thos\? sitnated
higher on the St. Lawrence.

The two parts of Lower Canada where the\1e is the
largest portion of vacant lands to be granted in free and
common soccage, are the eastern townships and }he left
bank of the Grand or Ottawa river. There can be no
doubt, that either the onme or the other will afford
sufficient means of locating a very large ploporélon of
emigrants, but my own oplmon is decidedly in f vour
of establishing the emigrants on the lands in the neigh-

bourhood of the Ottawa, in preference to sending tgﬂhem ‘
to the eastern townships, for the following reasons:—

The French Canadians are apprehensive (and I tlmnk
not without some cause) that ere long there will bé, a
scarcity of that description of vacant lands, the parti-

. cular tenure of which they consider best suited to their

habits, and to which they have been invariably accué-
tomed ; theincrease of their population of course aﬂ'ordl'a
just grounds for the increase of this apprehension. The}
distance and difficulty of communication from the east- |

i
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_ern townships towards the river St. Lawrence is in
evidence before the Committee ; but I think no ques-
tions were aék’édiés to the communications between the
- townships and th "United States, otherwise it would
also, I believe, have appeared that in such respect very
little, if any difficulty, exists. 1f, then, the communi-
cation from the townships to the States is good, and to
the St. Lawrencd bad, it is sur ely ev1dent that to the ™
States the attention of those who settle in the town-
ships will inevitably be directed. I have long regr etted
the encouragewent which has of late:been given to
opening communications from the Umtéd States towards
the south bank of the St. Lawrence ; 3 ln\the event of fu- .,
turewars, the impolicy of having so done| will, I suspect,
be felt. The barrier which The Bus); afforded was The Fo-
the best which could be offered ; it cah no lq)ngel be rest.
said to exist. The best which can be offered in its
place is a dense populatxon of French Canadians, who,
from the entire difference, not only in language and ~
religion, but in every habit of life, will, I firmly be-
lieve, never be induced to mix or traffic Wlth} the Ame-
ricans. Would it not be well, then, to appnopmate
the waste lands in that direction to an :efttensxon of,

.
> e
St v e

seigneuries, and a continuous chain of French Cana-
dlan settlements from the St. Lawrence towards the
States ? '

® A better militia than that of Lower Canada does not
exist; a mcgﬁa tractable or well- d]SpOSGdY( people than
the. lower ordéts of French Canadians I nqvel saw, The
front townships on the left bank of the Gttawa are, I
fear, already disposed of ; and this is ?ne more to be
lamented, as until - arriving at Hull, s'arcely any im-
provements have been made therein ; mee these front
townships vacant, they would, on ever)f account, be as

/
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valuable as any lands in either province: their short
distance from Montreal, the fine navigable river on
which they are situated, the rich timber with which
they are covered, the fertility of the extensive valleys
lying in their rear, and the entire security of situation
from American inroad or communication, all enhance
their value; in addition to which, a canal is now cut-
ting by government, in the township of Grenville, to
enable vessels to pass up and down, without encounter-
ing the difficulties and dangers of the Long Sault Ra-
pids, and with a view to establishing a communication
between Lower Canada and the Upper Province dis-
tinct from the St. Lawrence. It is on these grounds
that T should recommend the vacant lands nearest to
the Ottawa, as more eligible for settlements than
any others above Quebec ; many rivers and streams
run through them, and discharge into the Ottawa,
which, in this part of it, is in no way inferior to the
St. Lawrence, with the great and powerful advantage
of having both " its banks in your own possession. In
proceeding up the Ottawa river there is no fear of setq
tlers being allured over to the States ; on placing them
on lands in its vicinity, there is a fair prospect of their
retaining the feelings and habits of the country they
have left. Should the idea of making a water-com-
munication from the Ottawa to Kingston, in Upper
Canada, by means of the Rideau, be put in force,
settlers so placed will be in the immediate neighbour-
hood, to assist in and be assisted by so extensive an un-
dertaking. It is true there is a want of roads in this
part of the country, but even in this respect I am not
aware of any place where opening communications will
“be attended with more lasting or increasing advan-
tages, or {vheMss/expenditul'e in this' way will be re-
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quired.#"A” reference to any map of the Canadas will
more fully explain to the Committee the advantages of
this situation. The agricultural success and opinions
of aman of the name of Wright, who has settled in
the township of Hull, is, perhaps, the best proof that
can be offered of the capability and richness of the
soil.

The relative advantages of the various but more dis-
tant situations in Upper Canada are too well known
to the Committee to require my entering into detail
theréon; I shall, therefore, merely suggest, that on
accotnt of our principal naval depdt for Lskes Erie
and Huron being now at Penetaugushine, I should re-
commend, in the event of emigrants being sent_as far
as York, that settlements should be established be-
tween Lakes Simcoe and Huron, in the vicinity of the
Penetaugushine Road, and extending towards the No-
tawasawga River. The Committee are so fully aware
of the nuisance arising from the clergy reserves, the
hinderance to settlement, and the enormous additional
expense incurred in establishing emigrants, owing to
the want of roads, and to the inconvenience and injus-
tice of persdns holding large tracts of land, without in
any way contributing to their improvement, that it will
be unnecessary to-enlarge thereon. I shall, therefore,
conclude this statement with such remarks as I con-
sider in like manner applicable to new settlements in
general. No time should be lost in directing the offi-
cers administering the governments in the-different co-
lonies to send home returns, pointing out the different
townships that have been laid out, the years they were
surveyed, the present state of their population, the
number of lots they contain, and distinguishing as mi-
nutelyas possible the number of lots granted, and the
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number still remaining vacant in’ each ; or if emigra-
tion is really to be encouraged, I would suggest that
some person should proceed to the different colonies to
obtain still further and more particular information on
the spot, and to make the necessary arrangements, in
conjunction with the governors. The earlier commu-
nication could be had with the different counties in
England, Scotland, and Ireland, so as to acquire some
idea of the numbers wishing to go out, the better it
would be ; and I have nodoubt that long notice of trans-
port being required, would tend to the obtaining it at a
lower rate. The number of emigrants to be sent out,
once fixed upon, arrangements should be made for their
subsequent removal from their present homes to the
place of embarkation. At this first stage of their
proceeding, the necessity of some positive limitation as
respects the quality and quantity of baggage must be
made. For the sake of stowage, their packages should
be of equal and square sizes, and the number of them
depend on the number of the family. This, perhaps,
is one of the most important regulations connected with
an extensive system of emigration ; and if not duly en-
forced, the number of absurd and useless articles, for
which Government will have to pay the transport,
will be beyond description. Their place of disem-
barkation must, of course, depend on the particular
parts of the different provinces to which they are to be
sent; but this also should be fixed on as soon as pos-
sible, so as to afford early information thereon to the
persons who must be employed in arranging the means
of transport from the place of disembarkation to the
place-of settlement. And here perhaps it may be pro-
per to suggest, that if there is any place in the pro-
vinces where emigrants are likely to be disembarked
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in numbers for a continuance of years, it would be
right to have some public building appropriated to
their use during the time they remain, and an hospital,
in which any of those may be placed who from sick-
ness or other casualties on the voyage may be unable
to proceed without such arrangement. The disem-
barkation of a number of emigrants would be a tax
* and annoyance beyond description to the inhabitants of
the place. Each settlement should consist of four
townships, and be under the direction of a superin-
tendent, who would require the assistance of two
clerks and two issuers. As the land in these four
townships was taken up, the settling department, as
above, might remove to other townships. Half-pay
officers might perhaps be the best and most economical
persons to fill the situations ‘of superintendents. It
would, I think, be well that a central spot should be
fixed upon in each settlement, where the government
might in the first instance clear and fence a space of
about thirty acres, on which the storehouses and su-
perintendent’s office might be built with greater se-
curity from fire; the extra ground to be planted with
potatoes, onions, and such like, and the produce ap-
propriated to the support of the settlers, and as a part
of their rations. A saw and grist mill would also tend
in great measure to forward the prosperity of the
settlement, and would doubtless in a very short time
more than repay the original cost. Large buildings to

nsed as schools, and wherein the younger children
of the settlers might be kept, would relieve the parents
from the trouble of attending to the children, and thus
place the parents at liberty to pursue without interrup-
tion the improvement of their locations. These buildings
might, in the first instance, be used as churches, and
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clergymen of the different religions should be sent
to the settlement. The space cleared by government
might, as opportunities offered, be given out in acre
and half-acre lots, for the formation of a village; but
no lot should be so given without due means being
taken for ascertaining that the person receiving it will
immediately erect a house thereon. Roads must be
opened from the old settled to the new settled coun-
try; and it should be considered, that every pound
laid out in this way will not only tend to the general
advantage of the settlement, but most materially lower
the price of transport. Tracks should also be cut
through the woods, for the benefit of settlers coming
in to fetch their provisions; and occasional finger-posts
at the corners of the lots might prove very useful,

and .lessen the employment of guides. It should be |

a standing rule, that no person connected with the
settling department should on any account receive
lands within the settlement to which he belongs. Dia-
grams of the townships should be kept at the super-
intendent’s office, for the public inspection of the
settlements, so that persons entitled to receive lands
mlght see the situation of the vacant lots, and choose
for themselves; but no person should be located until
he has seen and examined the lot he asks for, and
then, previous to being located, he should sign, in a
book to be kept for that purpose, that he has examined
and is satisfied with his lot; after which no exchange
should be allowed. The rules and regulations of the
settiement should be read to every settler previous to
his being located ; and he should also sign to having

. heard, understood, and agreed to abide by them. No

printed location-tickets should be given; they tend to
make the settler imagine he has irrevocable possession
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of his lot, and I have even known them converted to
fraudulent purposes. In addition to their rations, the
settler should receive seed-corn for their first crops,
tools, nails, hinges, glass, &c., to assist them in build-
ing their houses; a proportion of blankets on par-
ticular occasions, and in some cases assistance in the
coarser articles, of clothing ; leaving it at the discretion
of the superintendents to grant additional assistance as
a reward for industry, exertion, and good conduct, or
in cases of sickness, wounds, or fires, might be bene-
ficial ; but whenever additional assistance is given, the
reason for so doing should be publicly recorded.
There should be a clever, humane, and active medical
man in each settlement: persons on the half-pay of
the army medical department would perhaps be the
most fit and economical for this purpose.” No lot
should be appropriated or reserved on any pretence
whatever, even for a single day, for persons not on
the spot, and actually ready to commence its improve-
ment. No settler shonld be allowed to leave the set~
tlement without obtaining a previous permission so to
do from the settling department; and if he does, his
lot should be given to some other person; and this
should be one of the rules most strongly impressed on |
the settler’s mind. The common period for furnishing
a settler with his deed is at the expiration of three
years after he has commenced his improvement; and as
it is to the possession of his-deed that he looks forward
as a reward for all his trouble, deprivation, and fa-
tigue, it would, I think, be better that the deed should
be so worded as to secure the government in the re-
. payment of any sim advanced for the settler, rather
than be withheld for a protracted period. I have
already stated to the Committee my conviction, that
an extensive system of emigration can only succeed if
1 /
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carried on under the immediate control of the colonial
office. The officers abroad will of course be in con-
stant communication with the office at home; similar
books and diagrams will of course be kept in London
to those which are kept at ‘the settlements, so that
every previous information may be obtained here by
those going out, as to the situation, success, &c., of
those who have preceded them ; the office in London
would of course be also in constant communication
with the different counties in England, Ireland, and
Scotland ; a general system of information mlght thus
be regularly kept up. I have not considered myself
in any way called upon, or indeed adequate, to discuss
the mode of procuring funds to carry through an ex-
tensive system of emigraition; but I would suggest, in
mere alliision to this difficult and important part of
the subject, whether some arrangement might not be
made with those persons who hold large and valuable
tracts of land in the colonies, either to receive and
place settlers thereon, or to assist in defraying some
portion of the expense of the emigration about to take
place. Were courts of escheat once established, I
cannot but think it would be of great and immediate
advantage, for it would either oblige the- proprletors
t6 improve their lands, or would repossess the crown
of millions of acres which might be settled at, com-
paratively speaking, a cheap rate; or might be sold
for sums which would more than defray the present
proposed expenditure. Having thus, in compliance .
with the directions of the Committee, offered some
remarks upon what appear to me to be the leading
points connected with the system of emigration and

settlements, I will merely add my readiness to enter

into further details, either generally or upon particular
points, whenever called npon so to-do.
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Mr. Wirriam SaepHERD has been only nine months _ Mr-
. . . Shepherd.
returned {rom the Cape of Good Hope; is of opinion Page 226.
that the present rate of wages at the Cape shows a de-
ficiency in the labouring population, and that an emigra-
tion of labourers and artisans might be very beneficially .
encouraged to the colony. The wages of a labourer
per day is from 3s. to 4s., and of an artisan from 5s. to
6s., and their maintenance about 2s. 6d. per day, by
which an artisan would save 3s. or 4s. He does not
think that the inhabitants of the Cape would be willing
to guarantee to government the passage of indentured
emigrants, because the present wages are too high, and
may fall. Some perhaps might do it. The demand
for labour is principally at Albany. Mr. Shepherd -
thinks that a resident settler at the Cape would employ
. a pauper from Ireland at the rate of 3s. per day; this
pauper could maintain himself for 2s.,and therefore, by
deducting 1s. per day, he would, in little more than one
year, repay 16/., the expense of his removal from Ire-
land. An artisan might get 5s. a day; deduct 3s. for
lodging and subsistence, leaves 2s., which would pay
his passage in little more than half a year. The num-
ber of emigrants, with reference to those two classes,
agricultural labourers and artisans, which the colony
could absorb, would be about 500. Page 228,

Wu. Bowman Ferton, Esq., states that the climate Page 229.
of Canada is favourable to the cultivation of hemp, but
the high price of labour renders the cultivation of it
unprofitable, and it must remain so till the population
becomes more dense, except some such plan as that

which he suggested should be found practicable.
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ConTaINs extracts from reports of American canal Page 233
commissioners, by which it appears, that before the
Erie or New York Canal, joining Lake Erie with the
Hudson river, was begun, two plans were in agitation :
the one, which has since been executed, the other to
join Lakes Erie and Ontario, by cutting a canal on the
American side round the Falls of Niagara, similar to
the Welland Canal, now cutting on the British side.
It was imagined, that 1f the produce of the ‘countries -
west of the cataract was once afloat on Lake Ontario,
it would, generally speaking, go to Montreal; and
therefore it would be bad policy in’ the United States
to open a communication for sloops from Erie to On-
tario, from which there are only 206 feet lockage to
the tide-waters of the St. Lawrence, while it is 574 feet
to the tide-waters of the Hudson; consequently, the fear
of diverting all the trade of the upper lakes to Mont-
real instead of New York determined them to adopt an
internal canal. These extracts also show, that to con-
nect Ontario with the tide-waters of the St. Lawrence,
only sixty miles of canal are necessary, averaging about
34 inches per mile, very little deep cutting, the soil
easy to dig, few or no streams or ravines to cross, and
the supply of water certain and inexhaustible.

The most serious objection, say the American canal Page 234,
commissioners, to the route by Lake Ontario ‘(now

L
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effecting by the Welland Canal) is, that it will inevitably
enrich the territory of a foreign power at the expense
of the United States. When a vessel once descends
into' Ontario, she will pursue the course ordained by
nature. The British government is fully aware of this,
and are now taking the most active measures to facili-
tate the passage down the St. Lawrence.

No. I1.

Consists of papers respecting the expense of emigration
to New South Wales, delivered by Mr. Eager. They
give an outline of a plan for the conveyance and settle-
ment of paupers-in New South Wales, a country which
possesses peculiar advantages for the accommodation of
that immense mass of pauper population which press so
heavily on Great Britain and Ireland. In New South
Wales or Van Diemen’s Land, the climate is good.
Small-pox, measles, and hooping-cough are unknown—
all domestic animals thrive—the soil is fruitful. One
section only of New South Wales explored by Sur-
veyor-General Oxley contains 62,500 square miles, or
40,000,000 acres, ten millions of which are on the banks
of rivers and streams, well-watered, rich, fertile, and
valuable for all purposes of grazing, cultivation, and
settlement, and capable of>producing in the greatest
abundance wheat, barley, oats, Indian corn, tobacco,
flax, and hemp, wine and oil, and of rearing and feeding

* horned cattle, horses, and fine woolled sheep, without

number,

New South Wales excels every other British colony
for poor emigrants in the article of convict labour, if
properly applied. There are, at this present time, 1826,
upwards of 25,000 male convicts, able-bodied erown

labourers; of these 15,000 is quite a sufficient number
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to be distr lbuted among the settlers in the colony, and
employed in the government works, and the remaining
10,000 are ready on the spot to be employed in clearing
and preparing land for emigrants. Now the govern-
~ment has to feed, clothe, and lodge all the convicts not
distributed among the colonists; and if these 10,000
labourers, or even part of them, were employed in
clearing and fencing farms, and erecting houses on
them, they would clear and fence a sufficient quantity
of land every year for several thousand farms, be-
sides erecting a house on each. Five thousand five
hundred convict labourers will every year prepare
5,000 farms, with a good house and a sufficient quantity
".of cleared land, fenced and fitted for immediate culti-
vation, each adapted for the irhmediate reception and
comfortable settlement of a labouring family. And all
this may be done at little or no expense, it appearing,
by Mr. Eager’s estimate, that each farm will only cost
31., the price of implements and materials, or, to speak Page 239,
more correctly, the real expense that government would
incur in preparing 5,000 farms would be the bare cost
of materials bought in England, which amounts only to
3,000/., or to 13s. 4d. per farm; because the convicts
employed in preparing the farms must be subsisted at
all events, and implements must be provided for them
whatever labour they may be put to.

Thus government possesses in New South Wales the
means of preparing, at the trifling expense of 3,000/., Page 240
comfortable farms for 5,000 labouring families annually.
The expense of transporting, settling, and subsisting ,
for one year these 5,000 families, (consisting each of a
husband and wife and three children, or five persons,)
according to Mr. Eager’s estimate, amounts to 752,5001.,
or 15604 10s, for each family.

L2
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Mr. Eager- derives the fund for defraying this ex-
pense from two sources—first from the pobr-rates, and
next from annual rents to be paid by the emigrants for
their farms, commencing within a certain period after
their settlement. The plan is, that 10/. per annum shall
be paid from the poor-rates for fourteen years on .
account of each family of five persons sent out. The
emigrant to pay an annual rent of 10/.,to commence at
the end of the third year. Mr. Eager proceeds to sub-
mit a detailed plan of pauper emigration; and in order
to ascertain the redundant population, he takes the
amount of poor-rates as the ‘best criterion ; for the re-
dundance he considers to be exactly the number, which,
making allowance for aged and impotent poor, and over
competition, the poor-rates will wholly subsist through-
out the year, which, from various calculations, he be-
lieves to be 688,355 persons, or 140,481 families,
subsisted by poor-rates, who ought to be subsisted by
the wages of labour, at an expense of nearly 5,000,0004.
sterling per annum, 34/. 11s. 93d. per family ; and he
concludes, that nearly the whole of this, or 30/, will be
saved to the parish for every family that shall emi-
grate.

The principles of the plan are—

Ist. That the families to emigrate from each parish
in England and Wales shall bear the same praportion
to the paupers in such parish as the 5,000 families to
the whole number of pauper families, »22., 140,481.

2d. That at first, families volunteering to emigrate

" from ‘their parishes to be preferred ; then to be chosen

by ballot; and such as refuse to emigrate, to be ren-
dered incapable of parochial relief.

3d. That every family emigrating shall consist of an
able-bodied healthy married la,boulex s mechanic, or
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artisan, having a wife - apc}l at least, two children ; it
being understood. that none will be received but 'Lblev
bodied labouring men, ha’lmg families,...
4th. That a contr 1but10"n of 10/, per annum for four-
teen years shall be paid fr ﬁ)m the poor-rates to the emi-
gration fuud for every fﬁumly of five persons, to be
applied in discharge of t%le expense of the conveyance
and settlement of the emxg;rants at'New South Wales.
5th. That each emlgr}nt shall pay a rent for his
farm of 10/. per annum mﬁ perpetuity, to commence the
third year of his settlemept, to be catried to the emi-
gration fund, and applied {In carrying on the system.
6th. That the money apnually required to defray
the expense of the conveyance and settlement of emi-
grants shall be raised, in the first.instance, by loan,
bearing four per cent. interest, to be secured by stock *
created on the rate, and guaranteed by Parliament.
7th. That the contribution from the rent shall be
applied, first in payment of the interest of the loan,
then in discharging the annual expense of the system,
and the surplus, as it arises, in liquidation of the loan'

until paid off.
8th. That a board of emigration be established, con-
sisting of members in England, and members

in the colony of New South Wales, to conduct and
manage,the whole system.
Mr. Eager allows tWenty-sm years for completmg
the whole' transaction, at the expiration of which
period 140,481 families have emigrated ; and, accord-
ing to his calculation, the poor-rates reduced by the
sum of 5,600,000¢., besides paying up the money bor-
rowed, and reserving annual rents in the colony to the
amount of 1,400,000. This plan does not call for the Page 255,m,
imposition of any additional expense upon’ any class, o O
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or fund in the state; on the contrary, its great fea-
ture is the immediate and permanent relief it will
afford to the poor-rates. Indeed it is capable, Mr.
Eager says, of demonstration, that the effect of the plan
would be, not only to remove pauperism and reduce
the poor-rates, but defray the entire expense of the

Page 256. criminal police of the empire. The plan will also be
most bepeficial in a variety of ways. It will become
a school of correction and reform to the convicts em-
ployed, and more than compensate the state for the
expense of their maintenance, by converting them into
profitable labourers. It will create a British colony
rich in climate, soil, and natural resources; employ
50,000 tons of shipping and 4000 sailors annually;
open an increasing market for British industry and
manufactures, and place the maritime and mercantile
power of the empire on the most advantageous footing
in the Indian and Pacific oceans. Ina word, England
will be relieved of her paupers, who, instead of being
burdensome, will be converted into productive and
profitable members of the state; the wages of labour
will be raised to their just and natural standard, and
realize all the moral and politigal advantages which
must naturally result from the gradual extinction of
pauperism and the poor-rates.

Page 258, Mr. Eager next applies his plan of emigration to
Ireland, where there are no poor-rates, proposing an
assessment of 2/. 12s. per family on each parish, to
continue forty-five years, the present value of such an
annuity being 52I., and a loan of 100/. for each family,
to be repaid by the emigrant, making up 152/., the
expense of transporting, settling, and subsisting a

' family for a year.
" The emigrant may the first year have ten acres in
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cultivation, and reap 150 bushels of maize ; the second

year fifteen acres, and his produce 150 bushels of =
maize and 100 bushels of wheat, of which-he will con-

sume 50 bushels of each; the remainder he may sell,

100 bushels of maize at 3s. 6d., and 50 of wheat at
7$.—350., and his expenses of all kinds for clothing,

tea, sugar, &c¢., will not exceed 30/.

The third year his surplus produce will sell for
431.13s., s0 that, after retaining as much ashe expended -
for necessaries the second year, he will be able to pay a
rent of 10/. Every future year the farm will be in
full cultivation. :

Mr. Eager next proceeds to apply his plan to emi- Page 269
grants possessing small capitals of 507, 100/., and to 280
2004. respectively. Each class will require assistance
from Government. The first class, to the amount of
1271., each family, to be repaid by instalments of 201.,
which, from estimates, it appears the settler may com-
mence at the expiration of the second year; and at the
‘end of the ninth the debt, with interest, will be paid up.

Class 2d, having 100/. capital, will require, each
family, assistance from Government to the amount of
110/. 10s., to be repaid as before by instalments,
which the settler will accomplish at the end of the
‘eighth year.

‘Class 3d, having a capital of ZOOl .» Trequire assist-
ance, each family, of about 787., which may be paid
in two instalments, the third and fourth year of the
settlement.

The expense of carrying 120 single women to New Page 262.
South Wales, including everything necessary, Mr. Eagu
estimates at 27/, each. Persons of this description, it
appears, are very much wanted, the male population
being much greater than the female.
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No. III.

On the subject of Emigration to the Cape of Good
Hope from Ireland, of 400 individuals_at the public
expense.—Mr. Ingram arrived in the colony in the
month of April, 1820, with twenty-seven men, twelve
women, and twenty-nine children. The men were
chiefly mechanics and labourers,. for whom the sums
required to be deposited were advanced by Mr. Ingram
in England, for which they were to serve him three
years at a certain low wages, and at the end of that
term to receive the sum of 10/., or twenty acres of
land.

Mr. Ingram states, that 407 persons were mustered
on board the Barosa, which the Commissioners, who
make this report, believe was faithfully performed ; but
352 persons only disefibarked, although no deaths or
accidents occurred during the passage. A large ma-
Jority of these emigrants obtained employment by

"' making agreements with new masters, or by agreement

Page 283,

between them and Mr. Ingram to pay him 300 rix-
dollars for each male, 200 for a female, and 150 for a
child. On the Sth of July, 1824, one hundred and
twenty men, forty-four women, and eighty-two chil-
dren had been transferred to individuals in.and near
Cape Town. Fifty-one are employed by Mr. Ingram
on his estate, or in preparing materials for building
his wine-sten. Eight persons have died since their
arrival, chiefly through the intemperate use of spi-
rituous liquors, or by copious draughts of water taken
in hot weather. In other respects the state of their
general health\has been good. Mechanics and useful
tradesmen galn from three-to four rix-dollars per day,
with subsxstencé and lodging, and are in general doing
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well. The common labourers generally demand a rix-
dollar and a quarter or two rix-dollars per day, besides
subsistence, which may be rated at half a rix-dollar;
but they have not been able to procure regular labour
at this rate—the” hire of a slave, or free coloured
labourer, not exceeding twenty rix-dollars per month,
with subsistence and lodging. The great obstacle to Page 284,
their success is the large sums that they have engaged
to pay Mr. Ingram. Children from twelve to four-

- teen years; as apprentices, have been much sought
after ; children of eight years can earn their subsist- Page 234,
ence ; those of ten years obtain four or five rix-dollars
per month, and more as they grow older. The price
of labour, notwithstanding the importation of so many
European labourers, does not seem affected; it is,
nevertheless, nearly as low as comports with the main-
tenance of a large family ; for though provisions are
cheap in Cape Town, lodgings are dear. Mechanics
and tradesmen of all descriptions find ready employ-
ment, both in town and country. It is admitted gene-
rally, that the importation of European labour has
been beneficial to the colony, and the industrious -
labourers themselves are in general well-contented
with their circumstances.

The supply of labour is still considered deficient, so
that Mr. Ingram’s experiment, on a limited scale as to
numbers, and on terms more favourable to the labourers,
might be encouraged by the British government with
benefit to the colony, and especially to the district of
Albany, where the wages of labour are very high, and
not likely to be reduced by the natural supply. The
remainder of the report is taken up with the mode of
enforcing indentures, and advising that Europeans sent
out may incur no more expense than what may be suf-
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ficient to repay for ééﬁding them out, and the import-
ance of extinguishing the evil of slavery in the newly-
planted settlement of Albany.

No. IV.

Correspondence respecting the emigration conéucted
under Peter Robinson, Esq., in 1825. Colonel Fitz-
Page 286. gibbon states, that he is a native of that part of Ireland
whence these settlers came:—« I speak their own
¢ language, and have conversed with many of them;
‘“and I do assure those who feel an interest in the
Page 287. ¢ welfare of these poor people, that they make a very
¢ just estimate of the circumstances in which the go-|

¢ vernment has placed them, and are grateful, in the |

¢ highest degree, for all that has been done for them..
¢ They are almost all settled in their lots, and are

~ ““ making great exertions; some of them to an extent
“ almost incredible.” This letter is dated Y01k Up-
per Canada, Dec. 26, 1826, a few months after their
arrival.

Tho. T. Orten writes from his Land Register Office,
Port Hope, Dec. 13, 1825, which is in the vicinity of
the former settlement—¢¢ Within a few days I have

Page 287, ¢“ visited the township of Smith, &c. &c., and I find
¢ the emigrants are, for the greater part, gone- on
¢ their lands allotted to them.” And Thomas Alex-
ander Stewart, Esq., writes from Duero, January 20,

1826 :— I am here living in the midst of them (emi- ‘

¢ grants); from twenty to thirty pass my door almost
“every day. I visit the camp every week, and at all
“ times I take an opportunity of conversing with them
“ on their affairs. I have always found them satisfied
“ and happy. Some of them have told me, with tears
“in their eyes, that they never knew what happiness
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‘ was until now.” And Mr. Robinson, the Superin-
tendant, writes to Mr. Wilmot Hortonz Under Secretary
of State, that the emigrants were in a fair way of Page 288.
realizing, in the fullest manner, every expectation
which could have been formed, and that there was not
the slightest grouﬁd, as there is not to this moment,
for considering the emigration of 1825 disastrous in
any sense of the word. After giving a short detail of
the voyage to Quebec, and thence to the land allotted
for the settlement in Upper Canada, the latter pro-
ceeds :—*¢ The location of the emigrants:""by far the
“ most troublesome and laborious part of the service,
¢ has long since been completed, and I have had a
¢¢ small log-house built for each head of a family on
¢¢ their respective lots, where they reside ; and it gives
< me much pleasure to be enabled to assure you, that
¢ they are obedient and well conducted, and busily
« employed in preparing their land for crops. Their
¢ letters to their friends in Ireland, a packet of which
¢ I now inclose, will abundantly prove what I as-
¢ sert.”

Mr. Robinson incloses a retirn of Irish emigrants,
settled in the district of Bathurst, Upper Canada, in
the autumn of the year 1823, from which it appears
that, on the J4th of March, 1826, or in less than two
years and a half after their settlement, and including
only two harvests, the total number of persons was
477 ; that there had been twenty deaths and sixty-
three births. That these emigrants had cleared 778
acres of land, raised 4,826 bushels of grain, 21,469
bushels of potatoes, 11,145 bushels of furnips; had
acquired 298 head of cattle, two horses, and 201 hogs.
That the heads of families brought from Ireland were
182. ' g
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At the date of the return, heads of families

on their respectivelots . . . . 120
Dead . . 8
Absent without ]eave, but supposed to be

inCanada . . . . . . 12"
Gone to the United States . . .9
At work in Canada . . . . 3R
Returned to Ireland . . . . . 1

- ‘ 182

Page 203,  So much for the emigration of 1823; but Mr. Ro-
binson also incloses the state of the Irish emigrants
sent to Upper Canada under his superintendence, in
the summer of 1825, dated 15th of March, 1826.

Embarked at Cove . . . .. 204

Joined in Canada . . e 12
Born, and now in the district of N ewcastle 33
2069

Distribution.
Located in Newcastle district . . . 1878
" Ditto  in Bathurst district . . 55

Met with friends, and remained in Quebec _
and Montreal . . . . . 28

Absent without leave . . . . 4
Died on the passage, two men, two women,
and eleven children . . . . 15

Remained at Kingston . . . . 2
Died in Canada, twenty-nine men, ‘twelve :
women, and forty-six children .. 87

2069
No. V.
. Letters from the Comptroller of the Navy, &c., on
Page 204, the rate of contract for carrying emigrants from Ireland

™
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to Quebec, state that the expense of freight varies,
being subject to all the fluctuation of the trade of the
country; and as the demand for shipping was greater

in 1825 than in 1823, the freight was higher. -

£. s d.
Total rate per head in 1823, for freight,

_ provisions, surgeon, &c. . . . 618 0
Ditto forI825 . . . . 71410
being an increased expense, amounting to 16s. 10d.

No. VI.

Being a letter from the Agent of the Passengers’ Office
at Liverpool, on the charge of conveying emigrants
from that town to America, dated Liverpool, May 4, Page 295,
1826, in which the writer, W. 8. Fitz Hugh, says—
T have, during the last three years, engaged pas-
¢ sengers for Quebec from this port as low as 2/. 10s.
““and 2. each; and within this month past, single
¢¢ passengers have been taken for 3/., the owners of
¢ the vessel paying out of that sum the expense of
¢¢ births, water-casks, and fuel.” Mr. Fitz Hugh adds
arr estimate of the expenses of chartering a vessel at
Liverpool to carry passengers from a port in Ireland
to Quebec :— ;
A vessel of 300 tons will accommodate 200 pas-
sengers, according to the usual proportion of children,
that is, 109 adults, forty children under fourteen
years, and fifty-one children under seven yezlrs. .
) - s d.
Ship of 300 tons, at 21. perton. . 315 0 0 e
Cost of timber, &c. in building births 26 0 0
" Water-casks and water }/‘/ . .69 0 0 .
Beds, bedding, &c. . // . . . 100 0 0O
e ' P A
/ , - 510 00 0
Average/2l. 115, per head.
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Provisions, if furnished by themselves, 11. 10s.; if
provided for them, 2/. The whole expense in the one
case 4/. 1s., and in the other 4. 11s. . The Passengers’
office, of which Mr. Fitz Hugh is agent, was esta-
blished by the American Chamber of Commerce at
Liverpool, in consequence of the numerous impositions
to which emigrants embarking at that port were ex-
posed. Such impositions can be no longer effected,
and passengers may be obtained, or ships chartered
for emigrants, through Mr. Fitz Hugh, on the most
economical terms,

No. VII.

Contains extracts from ten addresses to Sir Peregrine
Maitland, from different districts of the Province of
Upper Canada, expressing great satisfaction at the
recent’ emigrations, and cherishing hopes that they
will be continued ¢ till the beautiful and extensive
¢ tracts of unoccupied land shall be filled with an
« industrious and loyal population.” One of these
addresses is from the Irish emigrants of 1825, whom
his Excellency visited in February, 1826, in which
they express the strongest gratitude to His Majesty’s
Government, and their satisfaction with the treatment
they had received since they embarked. 4

No.. VIIL

Consists of papers from the Colombian Agricultural
Association, respecting the advantages to colonists in
the tract granted to the Association by the Colombian
government. The first is a letter to R. Wilmot Horton,
Esq., M.P,, chairman of the emigration committee,
written by Sir Robert Wilson, at the desire of the
directors of the Colombian Agricultural Association,
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making an offer of a tract of two hundred thousand
acres of land in the Gibraltar district, situated on the
eastern shore of the Lake Maracaybo, that it may be .

A_settled by ¢ British emlglants, sent out and located
« by the British Goyernment, free of all expense to
“ the Association. Eould, however, any aid be re-
¢ quired from the artisans and mechanics now esta-
¢ blished at, or on their way to, Gibraltar, that aid .
““ would, of course, be given on such equitable terms
“ of recompense as the British Government would not
¢ hesitate to allow.” ”

Sir Robert Wilson states in his memorandum, that Page 304.
the Colombian Association is possessed of one million
of acres of land in Colombia ; but, at present, they
are desirous of settling two hundred thousand acres
near the eastern side of the Lake Maracaybo. In se-
lecting the lands, due regard has been paid to salu-
brity of climate, and its adaptation to the constitu-
tions of Europeans. The first experiments in agri-
culture have been attended with the most favourable
results: the harvest of maize; rice, &c., being de-
scribed, by the last accounts, as about to commence,
and the crops looking very promising. From these
1esults the Association consider the previous represen-
tatiohs of the fer tility of the soil as, in a great mea-
sure, confirmed ; and have, therefore, the less hesita-
tion-in holding out every encouragement to the indus-
trious and enterprising . emigrant. The privileges and
immunities of settlers on the: lands of the Association

. are stated in the contract with the Government of
Colombia.’

1. They shall be exempt from all mlhtaly service

during ten years, excépting as regards the local de-
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» fence, or the defence of the province in whlch the esta-
blishment is placed. )
Page 306. 2. All agricultural implements and machinery shall
be free of import duty ; and all veady-made clothing
for the use of the colonists.

3. During six years, reckoned from the date of
the establishment of each, they shall enjoy, both in
the waste lands and in their persons, a total exemption
from direct contributions and ecclesiastical tithes.
—They shall, however, pay ‘the excise, if there be
any; the price of articles of monopoly which they
shall consume, and generally all other contributions
known under the title of indirect.

4. The colonists shall, however, be subject to mu-
nicipal contributions, and those of the local police.

12. All the colonists, or settlers, who arrive in . ..

Colombia in consequence of this contract, shall strictly
conform to the laws and constittion of the Republic.
13. Tt not being permitted openly,fo observe any
other form of religion than the Roman Catholic, the
colonists must, in this respect, conform to the laws
and reégulations of the constitution; but they will
1ot in any way be molested on account of their belief.
Page 308.  Colombia produces, at present, cocoa, coffee, cot-
ton, indigo, “ sugar, rice, maize, tobacco, wheat, and
European grains.

No. IX.

Page 310. A letter from Major-General Smyth, respecting the
distressed state of the population of the Scilly Islands,
which arises from its excess. The population has
more than doubled within the last thirty years, and
the excess is an evil which is visible in all their em-
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ployments, whether as causing the subdivision of their
bits of land, or in the piloting of vessels. Formerly
there were only four pilot-boats, now there are at
least twenty. In making of kelp, there being only so

~much of the raw material to be gathered, or in the
lobster fishery, by excessive competition' they im-
poverish éach other.

The portion of the population which might possibly
be removable, consists of those who are least in the
way at present, and who make no complaints ; young
men, from eightegn to twenty-eight years, though, no
doubt, they partake of the island resources; and as
they marry at an early age, and, from the perilons na-
ture of their employment in their boats, it is calcu- Page 311,
lated that not more than one-fourth of the males reach
an advanced age; that one-third are drowned; apd
hence, of the number of families on the Island of
St. Agnes, one-third consists of widows and their
children.

No. X.

Showing the relative proportion of bitths to burials
in certain parishes in Sussex, delivered in to the Com-
mittee by Mr, Curteis. ‘

1. Beckley, from 25th March, 1824, to 25th March,
1826. :
Baptisms .. . . 107
Burials . . A

SISO

Increase in two years . 80
Dissenters are not comprehended in baptisms, but
their burials are enumerated.
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2. Fuwhurst, for five years, beginning with 1821,
and ending with 1825,
Baptisms . . . 210
Bupias . . . . 74

———

Increase in five years . 136
Dissenters’ baptisms not included ; their burials are.

3. Herstmonceux, for five years, beginning with 1821
and ending with 1825.
Baptisms .° . , 172
Burlals O

Increase infive years . 103
Dissenters not included in.baptisms ; their burials
are, ‘
4. Ninfield, same five years.
Page 312, Baptisms . . . 123
Burials . . . 55

Increase in five years . 68 ) j
Dissenters® burials, but not baptisms, included.

5. Wantley, same five years.
Baptisms . . . 129
Burias . . . 63

————

Increase in five years . 66
Dissenters’ burials, but not baptisms, included.

Page 312. No. XI.
' Consists of extracts from evidence taken before the
Committee on the State of Ireland, 1824 and 1820
2% 832‘:‘3" W. W. Becher, Esq., M.P., is aware that some expe-
riment has been tried in the County of Cork, with re-
ference to emigration, and that there was a disposition
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on the part of the people to profit by the facilities to
emigrate, which were last year (1823) held out to
them. At first they were anxious to go, then they
thought there was some trap or deception. Afterwards
this impression was removed, and they became again
anxious to go. Witness has seen many letters from
the emigrants to their friendsand relatives, describing,
in terms of the greatest satisfaction, the way in which
they had been treated, and pointing out to their
, friends the advantages of emigration to Canada.. This
has produced an anxiety to emigrate, -and there was
great disappoiatment at emigration not going on avhen
Mr.-Becher left home. The population is generally
greater on farms held under middle-men than.on other ‘
farms, and on re-letting such.farms, the papyplation
is diminished, the number of houses reduced, and a
number of small farms consolidated into large ones.
This has, indeed, become the general practice; but
Mr. Becher has not observed, that this system has yet
been so acted upon as to dispossess any great number
"of people. They generally get settled somewhere ;
there is still abundant facility to get ground if they - .
““will offer for it. The disposition to consolidate farms Page 313,
increases, but not to lay them down in grassto any .
great extent. Landlords are now preventing under-
. letting if they can. ~ " ) :
Dr. J. R. Elmore states, that it appears to be the 16 June,
disposition of the landlord to consolidate farms for his pag?g'm
own sake, for if he has a farm of twenty acres, which
people can manage, and there are twenty upon it, the
exghteen are eating up the produce of the land ; but if
you turn these eighteen to productive labour, they will
come to the other two, and will purchase every thing,

supposing they earn only a few shillings per week.
© M3
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One Catholic gentleman, in witness’s neighbourhood,
gives no leases; he has a large estate, and is also
a middle-man. The people are satisfied with his
word, and he gets more rent than any other person,
because he attends to their comfort. The consequence
of consolidating farms is to force the people into
towns and villages, or to emigrate ; and it was one of
the principal causes, that the people themselves stated,
of their disturbances.

Dr. John Church has known a farm let, perhaps
thirty years, to one individual, or tenant, and when it

+ was out of lease, it was covered with a thick popula-

tion, and most of them paupers; and it is a very
puzzling thing to know what to do with the people in
such cases. The witness, in his own practice, has en-
deavoured to ease the people as far as was compatible
with doing justice to the landlord. Bad characters
merited no consideration ; for others he has reserved
a few acres to divide into small lots, giving the conso-
lidated farm to a responsible tenant. If the former
tenant was good, he was not turned out if able to hold
the farm ; and in this way he has endeavoured to pre-
serve the interests of the landlord, and provide some
place for the poor residents. People, when driven
from their farms, go to each other’s houses, perhaps
half a dozen to one, and it is astonishing upon what

"little some of ,them live.

Mr. James Lawler says, that the estates under his
care are partly in the hands of middle-men, and partly
in the hands of occupying tenants. It is invariably
his practice, when leases fall in, to give it to the tenant -
in possession, except where a gentleman has kept land
himself. He frequently finds more people on a farm
than he wlshel ; some he puts upon coarser parts of the
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land, others he is compelled to let shift for themselves, Page 314,
but he endeavours to provide for them in one way or

other, because they are so much attached to the soil

they are upon. And he finds no difficulty in making

these arrangements; there is no people on the earth -

that are more amenable to the law than the Irish pear

santry, if they are let alone.

W.H. W. Newenham, Esq., considers the fd.()lllty of 7th Jﬂ"e.
emigration would be a great thing to the country,
situated as it now is; but he can suggest no measure for
retarding the increase of the population; for no sooner
does a person in Ireland in the lower state of society
come to a state of manhood, than his first thoughts are
to get married ; he puts up a.miserable hovel, without
having the least idea how he is to provide for a family.

Justin M¢Carthy, Esq., thinks, that the power of 9th June,
preventing sub-letting and a system of emigration would 1824,
be likely to produce a considerable effect in retarding
the progress of population.

The Rev. Michael Collins conceives that the great l4thJ"m‘
cause of scarcity and distress is, that there is nothing 1824,
to draw off the surplus population from exclusive de-
pendence on the soil for support: they look to the land
alone for the means of employment. As leases fall in,
the landlords, believing the cause of their distress to be
the overstocking the land with people, turn them out of
their lands entirely, These poor people, not getting
employment, either erect temporary habitations like
sheds, on the highway, or they come into towns and
crowd themselves into small apartments, perhaps four
or five families in a hovel or garret together, without
clothes, or bedding, or food, living upon the chance of
employment in the town as labourers. That employ-
ment they cannot procure. About a month ago, witness
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saw a farm of 500 acres, that had forty families residing
on it, thinned in this way. These forty families con-
sisted of 200 individuals: of these, 150 were dispos.
sessed; they were allowed to take with them the old
"age 315, roofs of the cabins, that is, the rotten timber and rotten
straw, and with these they contrived to erect sheds on
the highway. The men could get no employment,
the women and children had no resource but to beg,
and really it was a most afflicting thing to behold them
upon the highway, not knowing where to go to. This
‘ system is becoming prevalent, and Mr. Collins conceives
the cause of the distress to be the excess of population,
with want of employment ; and there being no legal
provision for securing subsistence for those poor people
that are thrown as destitute vagrants upon the world.
Mr. Collins thinks that the tendency on the part of
landlords to turn off, in that unmerciful way, their sur-
plus stock, as they call it, of men, would be consider-
abl&fchecked, if there were some legal obligations im.
posed upon them to provide for those poor people till
they could provide for themselves, or to do as he has
heard was done in Scotland, by the Marchioness of
Stafford, when she lessened the population on her -
estates. She procured temporary accommodation for
the deprived tenants, shipped them at her own cost for
America, and settled them there; and these people are
much better off than they would have been had they
continued in the Highlands. Witness thinks that a plan
of emigration might answer very well for the present, but
unless some other plan wasadopted to chéck the progres-
sive disproportion between employment and population,
the evil would be of constant recurrence ; and then the
system of emigration should be kept up perpetually.
John O’Driscol, Esq., thinks, that the people living
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in Dunmanaway and Clonakilty, in the county of Cork,
are in the worst possible state; the land is over-peopled
and exhausted. Where estates are fully improved, Mr.
O'Driscol is of opinion that sub-letting is not expe-
dient ; but on waste lands he thinks it is.

Francis Blackburne, Esq., states, that a lease had been
made by Lord Stradbrook, or his ancestor, of a farm
of between four and five hundred acres for thirty-one Page 316.
years. It expired in 1823. The land had been sub-
divided to such a degree, that he believes there were
between forty and fifty families resident upon it.: Lord
Stradbrook’s agent took possession, which the people
.gave him in point of form, and he let them back upon
an understanding, that when tenants were provided,
and a new disposition made of the property, they should
give up possession, Lord Stradbrook’s object being to
consolidate these farms by retaining a great number of
the old tenants, and enlarging their tenements. Mr.
Blackburne believes that contracts were made by his
Lordship’s agent for new lettings, but when possession
was demanded, it was refused, and Lord Stradbrook
was obliged to bring an ejectment. There was no de-
fence, and the agent, attended by the Sheriff and several
men to assist hi;g, went upon the lands and dispossessed
this numerous body of occupants. They prostrated the
houses, leaving the people at liberty to carry away the
timber. The number of. persons that were thus de-
prived of their honies-was very large, about forty fami-
lies, but he cannot tell the number of individuals ; they
were of all ages and sexes, and in particular a woman
almost in the extremity of death.

Major Warburton thinks, that the population is so
great, that a partial failure of the crop would cause
starvation, for the whole district appears a continued
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village. A family, in many instances, have not more than ﬂ
one acre ; in many they have not an acre ; each family
may average four or five children. The land, Major
‘Warburton believes, was originally let in farms of ten,
and twenty, and thirty acres, and has been sub-divided
as the family increased. He does not think that, in this
populous district, the enforcement of non-alienation co-
venants could be carried into effect ; the people would
all rise upin resistance. Major Warburton is of opinion,
that the young men who receive any education, and who
have so far risen in the grade of society, would be will-
ing to emigrate, but that the general mass of the people
would rather live in wretchedness where they are.

The Rev. Malachi Duggan says, that many families
have emigrated .to America, consisting of individuals

" of all ages, from a month to sixty years old. They find

25th May,

23d July,
1825,
Page 317.

their situation so depressed, that notwithstanding their
predilection for their native place, they were glad to
embrace an opportunity that offered a better prospect,
and reports were circulated that in America they would
better their condition. Those who emigrated were,
in general, well-disposed people, There might be some
idle among them, but the idle in general had no means
to bring them to the other side of the Atlantic.

Robert John Wilmot Horton, Esq., M.P.—In
the year 1823 it was considered that it might be
desirable, with reference to the South of Ireland at
that time, to encourage a small emigration, more as an
experiment, than with any view that an emigration on
so small a scale could produce any very beneficial re-
sults ; and, as Mr. Robinson, the Superintendent of
that emigration, is present, the details of it had better
be derived from him. Mr. Horton speaks entirely as an

* individual, not being in the least authorized by Go-
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vernment to say anything on the general principle of
emigration. It is'an admitted fact, that in parts of Page 318.
Ireland the population may be considered as redundant
in the sense of the supply of labour being very dis-
proportionate to the demand ; and, in such a state of
things, Mr. Horton imagines that no remedy could be

. more satisfactorily applied than emigration, carrying
off that population, provided the expense is not too
great, The total expense of the emigration to Canada,
in the year 1823, according to Mr. Robinson’s state-
ment, including one year’s provisions after location, in
corn and all other charges (except the allowance to the
superintendent), amounted to 12,539/ 3s., making
221. 1s. 6d. per head for 568 persons ; bnt, with regard
to the scheme of emigration generally, Mr. Horton is
decidedly of opinion, that 20l for each person, the
proportion being one mai-one woman, and two chil-
dren, may be considered a correct estimate, fvhich may
be safely adopted, and which, he trusts, will ife Tound
sufficient to embrace the allowance of the superintend-
ent. Mr. Wilmot Horton has a letter from Mr. Astle, Page 322..
of Dublin, containing two proposals:—the first of
which, as compared with the expense incurred in 1823,
for the transport of emigrants, exclusive of provisions
and medicines, makes a saving of 257/ 0s. 4d. The
second, a saving of 489/, 17s. 6,

_There is a sort of desultory emigration, which seems
to be carried on on no fixed principle, in which emi-
grants may be carried. at much less expense, but with
greater inconvenience, than when sent by Government.
The object in that case was to reduce the expense to
the minimum that was consistent with the Lealth and
comfort of the emigrant.

Mr. Wilmot Horton sees no reason, in principles,
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why the emigration which has been successfully carried
on in 1823, may not be carried into effect to any con-
ceivable extent. If a hundred men can be located at
a giyen expense in Canada, why may not 100,000,
200,000, or 500,000, be located at the same rate of ex-
pense? In Upper Canada alone, 160,000 pegons can be
received, and in one district of Lower Canada, Gaspé,
500,000. And with respect to the practical question,
as applied to Ireland, if yon can remove a redundant
r.mpopulatlon in a satisfactory manner, at 20/. per head,
from a place where they are exposed to every sort of
temptation, of outrage, and disaffection, to colonies
where they become an orderly, satisfied, and contented
peasantry, is it not worth while,-in a national point of
" view, to incur such an expense for such an object? -

_The vote that Government has agreed to grant for the
present year (1825) is 30,000.. The emigration of 1823
Page 323 was 15,0000, 10,000/. only of which extended to the
Canada emigration, the other five applied to the Cape
of Good Hope. The vote for the present year is to be
applied as in 1823, adopting any suggestions for eco-

nomy that can be devised to make it less expensive.
The province of New Brunswick, as well as the
Canadas, would absorb an enormous population, and
there are other colonies capable of receiving emigrants
without any limitation. In fact, if it be demonstrated
that the removal would be a Justiﬁable expense for the
country to incur, it does not “appear to: me that there
can be any sort of dlfﬁculty in locatmg the emigfants
in the colonial possessions of the empire. A voluntary
emigration, unconnected with any support from Go-
vernment, and without regulation, takes place td
Quebec. It commenced in 1815, and has increased
from 5000 or 6000 to 12,900 in 1824. By far the
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greater proportion, being little better than paupers,
became a grievous burthen to the population of the
towns in both provinces.

It is extremely necessary that the two distinct cha- Page 326.
racters of emigration should be kept separate ; that . -
which Government directs for relieving parts of Ire-
land where the population is redundant, and that which
is voluntary; as the same political reasons may not
make it desirable to encourage the one so much as the
other. Communications between Committees ap-
pointed in Ireland and Quebec might easily be esta-
blished.

The subject of emigration'was not ongmally taken
up by Government with the view of relieving English
parishes, but witness had turned his attention to the
subject. Confining the word redundant to the dispro-
portion of the supply of labour to the demand (for
Ireland, under more favourable circumstances, could,
contain six times the number of its present inhabitantgy
without involving necessarily the consequence of such
a redundahcey); he considers that the introduction of
capital would have the most satisfactory tendency to
absorb that redundance; but that capital wonld be
more conveniently introduced after the absorption of
part of the redundant population, by the means of a
well-regulated emigration. At the same time he feels
perfectly convinced, that unless the landlords of Ire-
land are completely concurrent in such a measure, it
could not by possibility produce any good effect—and,
on the other hand, those who are encouraged to emi- .
grate should be satisfied, that the measure is specially Page 326.
intended for their benefit and interests, and not a mere ‘
system of removal under the authority of government.

He disapproves of any condition that emigrants should

w7l
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be obtained by a private contribution of so many
pounds a-head, Government paying the remaining
expense, because the emigrations of 1823 and 1825
are national experiments; but, if the attention of the
gentlemen of Ireland were turned to the incorporation
of any local sjrstem in Ireland, with this system the
whole measure might be materially improved. Mr.Wil-
mot Horton does not presume to give an opinion as to
what proportion the landlord should contribute towards
removing and settling an emigrant. But he believes
that the successful emigration to Canada has produced
practical good in the district of Ireland from which it
was taken. He thinks that there are districts in Ire-
land from which 200,000 unemployed persons might
be abstracted with the best possible results.- He feels
more satisfied of the possible advantages to be derived
from the removal of such persons, than as to the
quegtion how far the expense, in a national point of
view, can be justified ; but such expense is by no means
thrown away, in a national point of view, for the
colonies will be improved, their waste lands cultivated,
and national wealth increased. The .abstraction of a
certain portion of the redundant population would be
agood preparation for the employment of capital in Ire-
land; because it would produce an increase of tranquil-
lity ; for, if capital could be beneficially employed, it
would flow into Ireland without any operation on the
part of Government ; ‘and as to the four millions re-
quired to settle 200,000 emigrants in the colonies being
lost to the country, if accurately traced for a series of
- years, this capital would be found to have reproduced
itself in the colonies in a most beneficial manner ;—
it would unquestionably be a present outlay of capital,
but ultimately there would be no loss. :
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Mr. Wilmot Horton does not mean to say that emi-
gration, carried on on a small scale, can produce any
material effect; but, upon an extensive scale, and
coupled with local measures in Ireland to prevent that
tendency of the population to increase as it has done,
it would produce the most satisfactory result.

As an individual, he is not of opinion that an in-
crease of population would accelerate the period at
which Canada would separate from this country, and
become one of the United States, but believes that
such increase of population would produce the con-
trary effect: he cannot suppose that a population,
removed from a state of great distress to one of com-
parative comfort, would be disposed to a separation
from the mother-country. A proposition respecting
the establishment, of a steam-communication between
Ireland and America was made to Lord Bathurst; in
answer to which his Lordship expressed his disposition
to encourage it, and his general approbation of the
application of that system.

The uniform satisfaction expressed by the emigr: ants,
shows that they are pleased with the government of the
colonies to which they have been sent, as well as the
administration of the laws, and feel an assurance of a
tranquil and happy settlement; and they find that, in
as far as respects religion, there is no difference—all
" enjoy the same civil rights. -

In Lower Canada the. Roman Catholic may be con-
sidered a concurrent religion with the Church of
England. The Roman Catholic clergy are entitled
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to tithes from persons of their own communion, being

one twenty-sixth of the grain raised; and the Pro-

testant clergy are to be supported from a reservation
‘of Jand,
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The grant of 30,000/, this year, for the purpose of
emigration, may be considered altogether as an ex-
periment, as it is not likely to be carried on without
some concurrence on the part of the Irish nation.

Peter Robinson, Esq., was employed ag superin-
tendant of the emigration from Ireland in 1823. He
endeavoured to get such small farmers as had been
dispossessed of their lands, or pel's(;ns brought up in
habits of agriculture. On first publishing the terms
offered by government, some jealousy was excited, as
if there was a wish to get rid of, instead of relieving,
them; but meeting with friends who had been in
Canada, and discharged soldiers and others, their sus-
picions vanished, and there was no difficulty in getting
any number. Those selected were recommended by
the noblemen and gentlemen of the county, as being
absolute paupers, and such as it was particularly de-
sirable to get rid of. Many more emigrants could
have been got; they came alongside of the ship in
numbers until the hour of sailing, and were always
much disappointed at not being received. The pro-
visions for the voyage consisted of beef, pork, oatmeal,

~cocoa, cheese, butter, biscuit, and an allowance of tea

and sugar for the women.

The emigrants are much satisfied with their situation.
The autumn was pleasant ; they were very little ex-
posed. They were at first encamped i the imme-
diate neighbourhood of persons placed on their lands
three years before, and saw how far advanced, and
how comfortable they were. This encouraged them ;
and it is but doing them justice to state, that ‘during
three months that” he continued with them in the
forest, there wabs neither constable nor magistrate
within twenty miles, and they were at ?ll times
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obedient, and were grateful for every act of kind-
ness.

After the first year they will be able to provide
Indian corn and potatoes sufficient; and those who
have an opportunity of working during harvest, may
supply themselves with wheaten bread. The cow
given by government adds much to their comfort.

It does not appear to Mr. Robinson that there can
be much reduction in the expense, except perhaps in
the shipping. The emigrants did not object to the Page 33l.
plan of provisioning them on shipboard, but they
would have been better pleased with oatmeal. They
invariably refused cheese on board, and were prevailed
upoh with difficulty to taste cocoa. Mr. Robinson
knows of no other facilities or aid to render the emi-
gration more easy or more .cheap, than giving them
provisions for the first year that they are placed upon
their lands. Those who emigrated in 1823 have sent
communications to their friends in Ireland, expressive
of contentment and satisfaction with the change of
their condition. Mr. Robinson obtained assistance
from several of the Roman Catholic clergy in carrying
his plan into effect, particularly from Mr. O’Brien at
Newmarket, and Mr. Jones at Mallow; nor could he
have succeeded had the Catholic clergy been opposed.
The emigrants chosen were all represented as paupes;
they were partially employed at home, living on one Page 332
or two acres; and among them were found weavers,
blacksmiths, and other tradesmen ; a great proportion
were industrious, and anxious to be employed. Mr.
Robinson left the settlement in February last, but the
surgeon, Mr. Reade, left it in November, at which
time those who had boys to assist them had cleared
ten acres, and put it in crop; and the remainder, on an

N\
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average, four acres; nor was there any doubt of their
being able to- pnoduce a sufficiency to maintain them-
selves and families. The lower class in Irelard are
very much alike: Mr. Robinson found them much
more intelligent than he expected ; most of them could
read and write, and calculate their allowance of rations
to the eighth part of an ounce. This year witness has
engaged 1600 persons, who are preparing to emigrate.
Rehglolfs difference was frequently spoken of; and he
is certain that the absence of any such difference in
Canada tends to make them more happy and satisfied
with their lot than in their own country. There were
only ten Protestants among the 568 emigrants, and

they all behaved well on the passage. Since they

were settled in Canada, some difficulty arose from
their ignorance, and the want of attention of those
whose duty it was to have instructed them. On the
23d of April last the militia were called out to a
general training, or muster, and among the rest the
Irish settlers. At this meeting a breach of the peace
took place; a warrant was issued to apprehend the
offenders, and the constables, instead of going to the
proper dwellings of these people, went to the depét,

.where a great number were assembled who threatened

resistance ; the constables were frightened, and alarmed
the magistrates, who sent a strong force to compel
obedience, and one of the settlers was killed. These
poor people were hardly and injudiciously dealt with,
nsomuch that both the judge and jury strongly re-
commended, that those of them who were convicted of
naving committed the assault should Mve their fines
remitted, wlnch was done accordingly.

They were badly off for clothing, as government

@
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were located about 300 miles above Quebec, and will
find no great difficulty in procuring clothing for their
wives, and they can work as labourers during harvest.
He was not in the habit of conversing with them
about religious distinctions, but they frequently ex-
pressed their happiness in being in a country where
there were none, and no tithes. There are in the neigh-
bourhood two Catholic priests. There is one-seventh

~ of the land set apart for the Protestant clergy, but

none for the Roman Catholic. The settlers taken out
in 1823 pay, after five years, a quit rent of twopence
per ‘acre, redeemable at twenty years purchase. In
Upper Canada the Protestant religion is established,
for the people are generaﬁl;r Protestants. In Lower
Canada it is established also, but without detriment to
the Roman Catholic religion, which in that province
is the prevailing one. The Roman Catholic clergy
are supported as they were before the conquest of the
colony, and that support is ample.

Emigrants from the north of Ireland are principally
settled in three or four townships in Upper Canada,
and they are very flourishing. Some little religious
feeling between the Irish Catholics and Protestants
has appeared, in which they are mutually to blame;
but it is dying away, as the old settlers are perfectly
indifferent, and will join neither party. Voluntary
emigrants find no difficulty in getting® lands to settle
upon; nor are there any forms to go through which
they cannot easily manage. The fees on a hundred
acres may amount to 8/, which may be. paid two,
three, or five years afterwards. Voluntary emigrants
frequently remain at Quebec during the summer sea-

" son, where they are employed in loading and un-

loading ships. They occasionally find their way to
N
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Montreal, Kingston, and York, where they are sure
to find work during harvest. At Quebec the demand
for labour ceases early in October: the wages will
average 3s. per day, and expense of living may be
about 8¢. He thinks the colony will be benefited by
the arrival of the emigrants, to the full amount, in
time, of the expense of sending them. The voluntary
emigrants with large families suffer very much; it is
distressing to see them land. The Emigrant Society
of Quebec has relieved a great number, and assisted in
getting them to Upper Canada, where in two or three
years they get absorbed in the population of the
colony. Theold inhabitants are in general disposed to
receive them kindly; and there is little loss by death.
Froma letter from Mr. Buchanan, and the evidence of
Mr. Astle, it appears that the Passenger Act operates
very oppressively on vo]untaly emigration. The pas-
sage used'to be from . to 3l.; ; it is now 6/. or 7.
The provisions appointed by the Act are not such as
the Irish emigrant likes, or is accustomed te, and are
also much dearer than those which he would furnish
himself. There is no necessity for a surgeon. Mr. Astle
admits that some regulations are necessary, else the
cupidity of the brokers would crowd the vessels too
much. Mr. Astle thinks that there is sufficient ship-
ping employed in the Quebec trade to take out 100,000
emigrants every year. He thinks the expense of taking
out the emigrants, considering what they received, not,
too great, but he believes a scale more economical
might be adopted. He says, that the emigration has
decreased latterly ; at the close of the war it was from
thirty to forty thousand, now it is from fifteen to
twenty thousand. All descriptions of persons go,
though not so many poor now, on account of the high
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price. Almost all that now go are agriculturists, those
that went some years ago were chiefly artisans.
They go from different counties, almost every year,
but chiefly from the northern and midland. More
Protestants, Mr. Astle thinks, go than Catholics, con-
sidering the relative situation of the population.

The general custom of emigrating is for two or
three of the youngest of the family to go first, and
when these obtain a footing the rest are sent for.
Mr. Astle thinks that the giving emigrants a free
passage is enough ; that at present they get too much.
His reason for recommendmg that only a free passage
be given to them is, that since fifteen or twenty thou- Page 338.
sand go yearly, and pay their passage, fifty thou-
sand would succeed, not paying their passage. You
might also make them deposit five pounds in Ireland,
and give it them back when they get to Canada, which
would prevent their becoming burdensome to the Co-
lony. There is always abundance of labour and high
wages at Quebec, which prevents the emigrants from Page 338.
going up the country ; and then winter comes, em-
ployment ceases, and they become distressed, or are
forced to go up the country. Vet most of them do
* well, for none of them come home. Mr. Astle has
conversed with great numbers, who have come back
to fetch their families, and all seem much delighted.
Generally speaking, the lower orders view America as
a kind of promised land, and commonly succeed in the
Canadas. Witness has taken out emigrants, tvhose
passage was paid by their landlords. He thinks the
lowest Irish peasantry would make their way, after ar-
riving at Quebee, if their passage were pdid, and five
pounds given them on landing, particularly if the first

emigration possessed sufficient capital to locate them-
N 2.
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selves, because they would be able to employ the next
year’s settlers. He is only acquainted with Upper
Canada, as being concerned in the trade.
Major-General Bourke resides in the neighbourhood
of Limerick, and is a magistrate, both in the town
and county ; is well acquainted with the relations be- -
tween landlord and tenant in that country. He came
to reside only in 1816, before which period subdivi-
sion had been carried to a pernicious extent, but since

it has been diminishing. When the leases expire, the

Page 339.

population is prodigious, owing to subdivision having
been carried on to a destructive degree. During the
war agricultural produce was high, and a small por-
tion of land was sufficient to maintain a family ; and
when a son or daughter married, the father gave
them a portion of his farm. Can hardly state how the
surplus population is disposed of ; some go upon bogs
or uncultivated land, many wander up and down the
country. Pasture-land also has increased since the -
war, and this multiplies the number of the dispossessed
tenantry. The General thinks that the system of con-
solidating farms is now universally acted upon; and it
produces a great deal of misery. The case which oc-
curred on Lord Stradbrook’s property led to murder,
burning of houses, and several other outrages; and at
Croom there was difficulty in getting the tenants out—

page 340, the military were called in.  As long as there are no

manufactures in the country, emigration appears the
only rergedy, but thinks it ought to be upon a general
principle. Does not think that the void occasioned by
cmigration would be. soon filled up, because the Tand-
lords will no longer admit sub-letting, and will sec the
necessity of keeping down the redundant population.
He thinks that a greater extent of bog than of moun-
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tain land is capable of improvement, and yet hardly at
the present price of produce. The poor people are
disposed to follow any sort of employment offered to
thme. Thinks the apprehension of capitalists, that
their establishments would not be safe, is unfounded,
as the people are tranquil when employed. Has Page 341.
known two general failures of the potatoe crop, and
several partial failures, which may be attributed to the
subdivision of land; and if the potatoes were raised
upon large farms, and sent to market, the supply
would be better. And where poor persons have given
“up cultivating land for themselves altogether, and have
betaken themselves to labour, they have done better.
The Major-General means to turn a_proportion of his
tenants, into labourers, by building cottages for them,
attaching a small garden to each, of half an acre, or
less. They are to hold these at will, to secure their
good behaviour, and they may sell their labour at the Page 342.
highest price they can procure ; but such a system, if
general, would notabsorb the whole of the redundant
population, for vast numbers ate without sufficient em- .
ployment for their support.

Reverend Thomas Costello says, in one part of hls
parish subdividing has been carried to some extent, in
another not. The subdivisions are oftener made by
middle-men than the proprietors ; for they say that a
cottage with an acre of garden will nearly bying the
same rent that three or four acres setin farm way would
bring. Many show a great disposition to emigrate : Page 342
some of them, cottagers and beggars, have gone out.
They may have friends going to America, who pay
their passage. The emigration ordered by Govern-
ment Was confined to the county of Cork ; but some of
Mr, Costello’s people endeavoured to get themselves
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on the list. They sell their interest in their holdings,
their little furniture, theéir car and horse, which fur-
nish means for going out, which costs only 7/. or 8/.
a head. Knows none who have returned unsuccessful,
but letters come inviting their friends to join them ;
for Mr. Costello has scen letters from tradesmen, who
went to America, encouraging their friends very much
. to follow them. The emigration from Ireland last year
was supposed to be for the purpose of removing the

bad spirits.
22 April, _J. S. Rochfort, Esq., says, population has increased
1825. very considerably, even doubled within twenty-five
years, over the whole country. About three yearé
ago there was a considerable emigration of the Pro-
. testants and but few Catholics, but does not think
that there is any disposition to emigrate now. If a
system of emigration were made serviceable both for
landlords and tenants, many landlords would give a
sum of money with each family, if Government would
assist them to get rid of them peaceably. There is a
great disposition on the part of the proprietors to re-
move the tenants as leases fall in, by which they are
turned out in the greatest destitution. He scarcely
knows how such subsist on the pittance they have ; on
charity, or ment, when-it can be got ; or, per-
haps, they tuyn Rod\ltes He thinks that there is a
great disinclination among the Roman Catholics to
emigrate, but Protestantsare very willing, and a good
many have emigrated. The Roman Catholics feel-a
stronger attachment to jthe country than the Pro-
testants do; for the PyStestants consider themselves a’
superior class, and if ey are not better off in life than
the Roman Catholics, they will try to better themselves
elsewhere, if they can.

©

L
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R. De la Cour, Esq., says, the practice of sub- Page 345,
letting is carried to a very great extent, and is one of 611:;{;3:'
the greatest evils affecting Ireland. He could state
many instances, proving the extent of the evil, but ‘
one more especially. The original lease of the farm of
Knockananig was dated the 18th of November, 1786.
It was for three lives, originally made to a person of
the name of Thomas Buckley. The farm contained
one hundred and three acres, three roods, and thirty-
two perches, of inland or arable ground ; and one
hundred and seventy-one acres and thirteen perches of
rough or mountain land.. Thomas Buckley demised to
three persons, Daniel Sullivan, John Brien, and John
Sullivan, one-third each ; and the present occupiers
upon that farm, whose lots were valued under the
Tithe Commutation Act, stand thus:—Daniel Brien,
one-ninth ; Timothy Brien, one-eighteenth; William
Barry, one-twelfth; John Barry, ane-twelfth ; John
Brie}l, one-eighth ; Dennis Creeden, one-sixteenth ; Da-
niel Creeden, one-sixteenth ; Daniel Sullivan, one-
twelfth ; John Sullivan, one-twelfth ; Daniel Sullivan
Mahony, one-sixth; and Danicl Sullivan the second,
one-twelfth. John Barry demised one acre of his lot
to a person of the name of John Dorgan; and John
Sullivan demised three roods to Michael Croneen; so-
" that under the valuation to ascertain the proportion
that this farm should pay to the rector of that parish,
it became necessary to ascertain what portion of the
composition rested upon so small a portion as three
roods of land. ) '

Right Honourable Lord Carbery understood that Page 345,
the disturbances which took place in the south latterly 1%32‘5“'
mostly arose from disputes between landlords and \
tenants. The tenants withholding their rent, and en-

«
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deavouring to keep possessionof the lands, from which
their landlords were desirous of putting them out—
but there is nothing of that kind in his lordship’s part
of the country. Lord Carbery thinks it utterly im-
possible that the number of persons found in possession
at the end of the lease, could have maintained them-
selves with comfort ; many of them were paupers. His
Lordship has had non-alienation clauses inserted in all
his leases, but has never acted upon them: they are
thought hard, and juries will not find for the land-
lords ; the consequence of this is the deterjoration of
the produce of land at least 25 per cent. His Lordship
scarcely knows an instance of the entire failure of the

. potatoe-crop, even in the year of scarcity which last

Page 346.

Page 346.

occurred, though there ;’was a considerable reduction
in the potatoe-crop ; yet it was not so much the want
of provision, as of the means of buying it, that pro-
duced the distress. i

His Lordship thinkg it would be better both for
farmers and labourers,'«"if the small farmers were turned
intodgbourers, and produce, through the agency of
large farmers po"ssessiﬁg capital, might be brought in
larger quantitics, betl‘.er and cheaper, to market.

Mr. James Cropper says, that a very considerable
and increasing influx of Irish labourers is coming to -
Liverpool, and this influx will be still more increased
by the stoppage put to sub-letting ; and the coming of
these labourers has in some degree lowered wages, though
not much hitherto, as the cotton trade-has—increased
so much, which, without these labourers, it could not
have done.” By means of steam-boats, the intercourse
between the countries has become more easy, cheap,
and expeditious, a passage between Liverpool- and

Dublin being only half-a-crown. It is Mr. Cropper’s
7 X
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decided opinion, ghat, if a state of comfort is not esta-
blished in Ireland, the distress of Ireland must in the
end come to this country. He considers the equaliza-
tion of the laws between Protestant and Catholic would
promote the measure ; for he thinks if something is not
done to give employment to the Irish people, the two
countries will very much assimilate ; and the present
state of the Catholic quéstion is_ome of the things
which prevents that employment being given.

John Godley, Esq., says, that of late years the Ro-
man Catholics have emigrated as well as Protestants,
but not in the same proportion, nor of so good a de-
scription. The Protestants are more inclined to try
their fortune, either by‘emigration or in the army.—
Of 130 Chelsea pensioners, the Protestants outnum-
bered the Catholics.

J. R. M¢Culloch, Esq., thmks, that emlgratmn by
itself- would be entailing a useless expend:ture upon

the country, unless combined with other.measures— Page 346.

vi2., preventing the splitting of farms, disfranchising
the 40s. freeholders, and establishing schools upon a

good principle ; and then the void caused by emigra~

tion would not be filled up.

The Right Reverend Dr. Doyle lives in the vicinity py, 347,

of a very considerable town, Carlow, into which there
has beén a great influx of poor people from the coun-
try, who occupy little dwellings, hoping to live by
their labour. Whilst the prices of corn were high,
they were able to support themselves in the mountain-
ous districts and marshy lands, chiefly in Queen’s
County; but failing to pay their rent, they were
obliged to relinquish their habitations, and crowd into
the town: Thissis one cause. A second cause, early
and improvident marriages, when there is no prospect
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of supporting a family. There is no manufacture in
Carlow of 1 any kind. An attempt was made to intro-
duce the spinning of linen-yarn, but without success.
Dr. Doyle is making an attempt to teach the children
to make Leghorn bonnets, in which he hopes to-
make some pi‘dgx'ess. He thinks that there is great
distress in all the towns of the diocese of Kildare and
Leighlin, but still greater in Carlow. Sub-letting has
contributed much to the redundant population. In
the counties of Carlow and Queen’s, it has gone toa
very great extent, but not so far in the county of Kil-
dare. This subdivision arises from joint-genantey, and
the necessities and conveniencies of poor families. The
district called the Colliery Country has been covered
“with a dense population during the last twenty or.
thirty years, previous to which it was almost 2 waste,
The population is increased by improvident marriages;
but even these are. caused by the cxtreme poverty of

‘ the people—poverty paralyses their exertions—they

cannot be worse ‘than before—hence they go toge-
ther. Moreover, when the head of a family is ex-
tremely poor, he lives in a wretched cabin, and has only
one apartment, where he and his- children dwell : it is
so with his neighbour, and there is then a continual in-
tercourse kept up in these small dwellings, so that the
different sexes are mixed up together: and that respect-
ful distance, which is always observed in families of
Page 348. any thing of rank, is lost entirely upon the poor. Hence -
it is, that if these people had some property that would
give them an education and a feelmg of self-respéct,
and would put them, as it were, upon their energies to
“seek a livelihood, they would look before them before
they married ; but now their very depression and their
extreme poverty throw them together like so many
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savagesin a wood. ¢ It is a frightful state of society,
and when it is considered, it fills me with so much pain
and horror, that I have frequently prayed. to God, if it
were his will, rather to take me out of life than leave
me to witness such evils, if they were to continue ; they
are beyond the endurance of human nature !”

No. XII. - .

Report from the Committee on the payment of wages Page 348,
out of the poor-rate, states, thatin some districts of
the’ country, able-bodied labourers are sent round to
the farmers, and receive a part, and, in some instances,
the whole of their subsistence from the parish, while
working upon the land of individuals, by which the
parish is obliged to pay for labour which ought to have
been hired and paid far by private persons. In other parts
of the country, this pragtice has been carried on to a
very great extent, for the '11\0 of diminishing the income
of the clergyman, and Imymg for the expense of one
class of men out of the revenue, of another. The evils
of this system are as follow :— y

Ist. The employer does not receive efficient labour
from the labourer whom he hires. Inparts of Norfolk,
for instance, a labourer is quite certain of obtaining an.
allowance from the parish sufficient to support his
family, and it éonsequently becomes indifferent to him
whether he earn a small supm. or a large one. It is
obvious, indeed, that a disinclination to work must be
the consequence of so vicious a system. He, whose sub-
sistence is sccure without work, a'ﬁd who cannot obtain
more than a mere sufficiency even by the hardest labour,
will naturally be an idle and careless labouxex Fre-
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quently the work done by four or five such labourers
does not amount to what might easily be performed by
a single labourer working at task-work.

2dly. Persons who have no need of farm labour are
obliged to contribute to t]ne payment of work done for
others.

3dly. A surplus population is encouraged ; men who
receive but a small pittance know that they have only
to marry, and that pittance will be augmented’in pro-
portion to the number of their children ; hence the
supply of labour is by no means regulated by the de-
mand, and parishes are burdened with thirty, forty, or
fifty labourers for whom they can find no employment,
and who serve to depress the situation of all their fellow-
labourers in the same parish.

dthly. By far the worst consequence of the system
is, the degmdauon of the character of the labouring
chss. ’

No. XIIL

An Act to amend the law of Ireland respecting the as-
signment and sub-letting of lands and tenements—By
which it is enacted, that when lands are held under
lease made before 1st June, 1826, with covenant against
sub-letting, no future act of the landlord shall be
deemed a waiver of such covenant, unless he be a party
to the instrument of sub-letting, or his consent be given
in writing ; and where lands shall be held by lease made
after the st of June, 1826, not containing a clause au-
thorising sub-letting, lessees shall not assign or sub-let,
without express consent of the lessor, by writing or in-
dorsement on the deed, &c, :
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No. XIV.
Contains abstracts of petitions or memorials transmitted
to the Colonial Department since the st of January,
1825, from persons desuous of emigrating from the
United Kingdom.

Ist. English applicants are thirty-one in number,
whose petitions include about one hundred and fifty-
six families, who wish to emigrate, praying for land
and a free passage.

2nd. Scotch applicants, in number seventeen, peti-
tion in favour of seven hundred and four families; who
are desirous of settling in the colonies.

3d. Irish 1pphcants, in number one hundred and
t]mty-t\yo, petition in favour of several thousand fami-
lies, who are desirous of emigrating from Ireland.

i

Q

THE END.
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SULA during the late War. By an OFFICER in the late Staff Corps Regiment
of Cavalry.  Post 8vo.

X.
The PRESENT STATE of COLOMBIA.

Containing an Account of the Principal Events of its Revolutionary War, the Expe-
ditions fitted out in England to assist in its Emancipation ; its Constitution, Finan-
cial and Commercial Laws ; Expenditure, Revenue, and Public Debt ; Agriculture,
Mines, and Mining Associations. With a Map, descriptive of the latest Territorial
Division of the Republic. 8vo.
By an OFFICER, late in the Colombian Service.

XI.

On the ORIGIN of EXPIATORY SACRIFICE.
By GEORGE STANLEY FABER, B.D., Rector of Long Newton. 8vo.

XII.
TOUR through the Interior Provinces of COLUMBIA.
’ With Engravings. 2 vols. post 8vo.
By Colonel J. P. HAMILTON,
Late Chief Commissioner from His Britannic Majesty to the Republic of Columbia.

- XIII.
SKETCHES of PERSIAN LIFE and MANNERS.

From the Journal of a Traveller in the East. 2 vols. post 8vo. *

X1v.,
HISTORY of the GLORIOUS RETURN of the VAUDOIS
to their Valley, in 1689. By HENRI ARNAUD, their Pastor and Colonel,
) Translated from the Original of H. ARNAUD,
N By HUGH DYKE ACLAND, Esq.
Embellished with Original Sketches of that singular Country, beautifully engraved by
Finden, 8vo. '

ApverTisemENT.—The original title contains the following abridgment of the subject;
¢ In which a band of men, never amounting to a thousand, will be seen to support a war
against the King of France and the Duke of Savoy ; making head against an army of twenty-
two thousand men, forcing their passage through Savoy and the Upper Dauphiny, often
defeating their enemies, and at length miraculously recovering their hereditary possessions,
maintaining their situation by force of arms, and restoring the worship of God, which had
been interdicted there for three years and a half.” The whole collected from Notes faithfully
made at the time, of every event in this war of the Vaudois, and published by the care, and at
the expensc of H. Arnaud, &c. &c.

XV.
TRAVELS in NORWAY, SWEDEN, FINLAND,
the COASTS of the SEA of AZOF, and the BLACK SEA ; with a Review of the
Trade in the Black Sea, and of the Systems of Manning the Navy in different Coun-<

tries of Europe, comparéed with that of England.
By GEORGE MATHEW JONES, Esq., Captain Royal Navy. 2 vols. 8vo. .

XVI.
LIFE and CORRESPONDENCE of GENERAL WOLFE.

2 vols, 8vo,
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XVIl.

Vovace of H: M. S. BronpE, to the SANDWICH ISLANDS,
1 1824-5, for the purpose of conveying the Bodies of their late KING and QUEEN
to their native Country. Comprising also many interesting Anecdotes of their
Majesties and Suite. Handsomely printed, with Plates. d4to,
Captain the Right Hon. LORD BYRON, Commander.

XVIIL .
A SECOND Volume of REMINISCENCES,

with a Correspondence between the late Doctor Parr and the Author.  8vo,
By CHARLES BUTLER, of Lincoln’s-Tnn.

XIX.
DEATH-BED SCENES, and PastorAn, CONVERSATIONS,
By the late JOHN WARTON, D.D.
VOLUME THE SECOND.
Either Volume may be had separately.

* It has often occurred to me as something wonderful, that, amongst the vast variety of books
which are to be met with, on the important subject of Religion, there should still be wanted a
manual for the information and direction of the Minister in his daily intercourse with sick per-
sons and other members of his flock, There are, indeed, a plenty of éxcellent theoretical treatises
upon this branch of the Minister’s duty; and much also might be learnt from the biography of
Clergymen who have been eminently active in their parochial labours. But all this 1s too
general ; and consequently it is too often notsnufficiently obvious how to apply such knowledge in
our own particular practice. What I lament, therefore, and awm surprised at is, that, with the
exception of some pieces of Mr. Mayow’s, and two or three acconnts of the conversions of
profligate men, there should be no book (at least T am not acquainted with any such book) con.
taining the detail of actual conversations, which have passed between the "Minister and his
Parishioners, under striking ecircumstances. “No Clergyman, having had the care of a Parish
for a considerable period, can possibly have failed of falling into such circumstances ; and I, for
one, in my earlier days, would have thanked anybody who should, have been kind enough to
furnish me with the results of his experience. I am confident, from what has happened to
myself, that a young Clergyman must be very much at a loss how to conduet himself on trying
occasions, aml{ow to take advantage daily of the openings which may be afforded him, for
promoting Religion and right feeling in his Parish ; so that he will either do mischief by at-
tempting that to which he 1s not competent ; or, being aware of his own incompetency, he” will
sit down inactive and idle. . . . .

“ Having been in the habit then, for several years, of remarking this defect of instruction with
regard to practical divinity, and_the whole business of a Parish Priest, and having myself,
meanwhile, been thrown perpetually into the most interesting and awful scenes With muy own
Parishioners, I determined at length to take up my pen, and to commit to paper whatever,
having passed under my personal observation, might be most Jikely to be useful to others of the
same profession. . . L i

I had no thought origmal? of doing more than assist my younger brethren of the clerical
order, who might be appointed to the management of lirge parishes, without time or oppor-
tunities to prepare themselves in an adequate manner for so ( ifficult qnd momenfous an under-
taking. But, in proceeding with my work, I hegan to flatter myse}f with the notion, thatit ma
possibly both amuse and instruct every description of readers.” The scenery must be allowe
sometimes to partake of the air of romance, although strictly conformable to” truth. and nature;
and the way in which the great doctrines and duties, as well as evidences of the Christian
religion are set forth afd explained, being somewhat novel—at the same time that it is also, I
hope, much plainer andTess tedious than is too often the case in more regular treatises—many
persons may be tempted, upon the recommendation of the Clergy, to peruse the book; and ma
tind unexpectedly their fancy pleased, their knowledge increased, and their hearts touched and
improved.”—~Prefacc. )

XX.
The GOLD-HEADED CANE.

With uumerous Wood Engravings of Portraits and Subjects of interest. Post 8vo,

s time before the opening of the New College of Physicians, Mrs. Baillie presented to
thz?t 1223.'&1 body, a (z‘rold-He]zmledgCane, which had been successively carried by Drs. Radeliffe,
Mead, Askew, Piteairn, and her own lamented husband. . . .

« I had been connected with physic_for upwards of a century and a half, and might, without
vanity, look upon fmy.self as the de;‘msitm-y of (rlnany important secrets, in which the honour and
ignity of the profession were nearly concerned. .
(hgmt{e?aetMeEmirs are the fruit o¥ my retirement, and should any reader feel disposed fo
anthenticate my narrative, I feel no fear for the result of the investigation, since, if the written
documents be corrcct, they must agree with my story.” . .

“
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XXTI.
MORNINGS in SPRING,
Or, Retrospections, Biographical, Critical, and’ Historical.
By NATHAN DRAKE, M.D. 2 vols. post 8vo.

XXII.
A ComprenENSIVE and SysTEMATIC DisprLay of the STEAM-ENGINE.
By GEORGE BIRKBECK, M.D,, F.G.S., M.A.S.,

President of the London Mechanies’ Institution, of the Meteorological and Chemical So-
cieties, and of the Medical and Chirurgical Society: Honorary Member of the Literary ana
- Philosophical Society of Bristol and Leeds, &c. &ec. &e.

' And HENRY ADCOCK and JAMES ADCOCK, Civil Engineers.
Tllustrated by Plates by the best Artists, engraved from the most accurate:Drawings,
made, in every case, expressly for this Work only. Handsomely printed in 4to,

The first Number to be published on the 1st of December.
For a detailed Plan of the W ork the Reader is referved to the published Prospectus,

XXIIL.
CONWAY PAPERS. -

From the Collections of the Marquess of Hewrrorn, § vols. 8vo,

XXIvV.

THREE MONTHS in IRELAND.
By an ENGLISH PROTESTANT. Post Octavo. '

XXv,

"The WILMOT PAPERS.
PAPERS and COLLECTIONS of SIR ROBERT WILMOT, Bart., some time
, Secretary to the Lord Lieutenants of Ireland. 3 vols, 8vo, |

o XXVL
The FIFTH Volume of the ORLANDO FURIOSO
of ARIOSTO. Post 8vo.
Translated by WILLIAM STEWART ROSE,

XXVII
CORRECTED REPORT of SPEECHES delivered at the Meet-

ing for Erecting a Monument to the late James Warr. 8vo.

XXVIII.

The LIFE of GROTIUS,
. And a Succinct Agcount of the Civil, Ecclesiastical, and Literary History of the
Netherlands. 8vo. i
By CHARLES BUTLER, of Lincoln’s-Inn.

XXIX.

A HISTORY of FRANCE,
With Conversations at the End of each Chapter.. For the Use of Young Persons, .
2 vols. 12mo. With numerous Wood Engravings, illustrative of the ‘progressive
‘ changes in Manners, Customs, Dress, &c,
By Mrs. MARKHAM,
Author of the History of England,
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XXX,
HISTORY of SPAIN,

Upon the Plan of Mrs. Marknam’s Historizs of France and Excranp.
2 vols. 12mo, With Wood Engravings,

xgﬁl. '

IMPROVED DICTIONARY of the SPANISH LANGUAGE,
with a Corresponding Translation into the English, and from the English into the
’ Spanish,
By the Rev. Dr. JOAQUIN LORENZO VILLANUEVA,
Member of the Royal Academy of Spain, and of that of History of Madrid ; Canon
A of Cuenga; Knight of the Royal Order of Charles 1L, &e. &e.
In 2 vols. 4to.

XXXII.

A SECOND Volume of Farry LraEnDs and TrADITIONS of the
South of Ireland. With Wood and Copperplate Engravings. fc, 8vo,

XXXIIL,

APPENDIX to CAPTAIN PARRY’S SECOND VOYAGE
of DISCOVERY, containing the Natural History, &c. 4to.

XXXIV.
TRAVELS in the HEDJAZ,
And Description of the Manners and Customs of the BEpouiy Arass,
By the late JOHN LEWIS BURCKHARDT.
With Plates, 2 vols. 4to,

XXXV,

‘A COMPLETE COLLECTION of MEMOIRS
Relative to the HISTORY of GREAT BRITAIN,
with Notes and Illustrations. 8vo.

The publication of this gregt work, which has been so long wz;.nting in our Literature, will
be superintended by some of the first Literary Characters of the age. It will contain many
interesting and important documents, some of which have been hitherto unpublished, and some
recently discovered ; which have been obligingly communicated to the Publisher., ~

The Work will commence with the Diary of Sir Symonps D’Ewes, which will
be published in January.

This will be followed by the Memorrs of Sir James Merviz, Gentleman of the
Bed-Chamber to Mary Queen of Scots ; printed from the Original MSS. (contain~
ing several important passages omitted in all former Editions,) found amongst the
Papers of the EAnr of MarcunonT, and presented to the Publisher by Sir GEorcE
Ross. .

XXXVI
PROGRESSIVE GEOGRAPHY for CHILDREN.
By the Author of ¢ Stories from the History of England.”  Part L, 12mo,

XXXVII.
NOTICIAS SECRETAS DE AMERICA.

‘The SECRET REPORT on SOUTH AMERICA, made to the
KING of SPAIN, by DON ANTONIQ DE ULLOA and DON JORGE JUAN.
In the original Spanish. REdited, with illustrative Notes,

- By DAVID BARRY.

Superbly printed in ong large Volume, royal quarto, With Portraits of ULLOA

, K and JUAN, e
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XXXVIII.-
VOYAGES of DISCOVERY, undertaken to complete the Survey
of the Western Coast of NEW HOLLAND, between the years 1817 and 1822.

By PHILIP PARKER KING, R.N.
With Maps, Charts, Views of interesting Scenery, &c. 2 vols. 8vo.

. XXXIX, ‘
CAPTAIN PARRY'S Firsr, Seconp, and Tuiro VOYAGES,

with Plates, comprising a Portrait, after Jackson, R.A., hy Fivpzr, beautifully
printed, in 5 pocket vols.

T XI.

PROCEEDINGS of the EXPEDITION to explore the Northern

Coast of Africa, in 1821 and 22 ; comprehending an Account of the SYRTIS and

CYRENAICA ; of the ancient Cities composing the PENTAPOLILS, and other
various existing Remains. )

By Captain F. W. BEECHEY, R.N., and H. W.

EECHEY, Esq.
With Plates, Maps, &c. 4to." i~

XLIL

A FOURTH Epition of ANASTASIUS;
Or, MEMOIRS of a MODERN GREEK. 3 vols. cr. 8ve.

XLII.

A WINTER’S JOURNEY through LAPLAND
and SWEDEN, with Observations on FINMARK and its Inhabitants, made during
' a residence at Hammerfest, near the North Cape.

By ARTHUR DE CAPELL BROOKE, M.A,, F.R.S., &c.
With Thirty-one Engravings, 4to.

XLIIL

SIR THOMAS MORE. .
A Serigs of Corroquits on the PROGRESS and PROSPECTS of SOCIETY,
By ROBERT SOUTHEY.
With Engravings. 2 vols. 8vo.

“Respice, aspice, prospice.”
XLIV. .
The PRESENT STATE of the Isnanp of SARDINIA.

‘With numerous Plates by Finprn, 8vo.
By CAPTAIN WILLIAM HENRY SMYTH, R.N,, K.88, F.R.S.,, F.8A,,
and Memb. of the Astron. Soc. of London,

XLV,
A FOURTH Edition of MATTHIZA’S GREEK GRAMMAR,

2 vols. 8vo.

XLVI,

SPECIMENS of the BRITISH POETS;

with Biographical and Critical Notices, and an Essay on English Poetry.
Secoxp Epition,

' By THOMAS CAMPBELL, Author of the PLeAsuREs oF HopE.
‘ Beautifully printed, in 6 vols, fc. 8vo.
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. XLVIIL.
The HISTORY of ENGLAND. By Mrs. MARKHAM.

A Skconp Epition, with Wood Engravings, illustrative of Manners, &c.,
2 vols. 12mo.

XLVIII.,
A DICTIONARY of UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE,

Comprising every word thatis to befound in any of the various Encyclopedias which
have been published down to the present time, either at home or abroad ; and
under each word will be given the information and explanations which the ordinary
course of conversation in common life render desirable.

Twenty-five closely-printed Volumes, with Plates, in Octavo.

Although there is not, perhaps, an art or science, or any branch of literature within the whole
scope of human knowledge, which has ot its appropriate dictionary; and although we have
numerous and very voluminous encyclopedias which rofess to embrace the whole cirele of.
sciences and the arts; there seems to be still wanting, for ready reference to every possible sub-
ject that can occur, whether in the course of reading or business, soine one comprehensive work,
Within a moderate compass, and at an easy expense, that will contain and convey the informa-
tion desired. Such a work, it is presumed, might, by a judicious condensation and alpha-
betical arrangement of the various subjects, be rendered complete for all purposes of general
information, in twenty-four thick octave volumes.
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By CHARLES BUTLER, Esq. 8vo. 12s.



PUBLISHED SINCE THE LAST QUARTERLY REVIEW,

Ly, . .
A SECOND Edition of ANNE BOLEYN ; a Dramatic Poem, "
By the Rev. H. H. MILMAN.] 8vo. 8s. 6d.
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A NEW EDITION of DOMESTIC COOKERY,
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With Plates, 12mo: 7s. 6d.

LVIX,
DARTMOOR; a Descriptive Poem. Stconp Epirion. 8vo,

With Plates, 12s.
By N.T. CARRINGTON.

) LVIII. . .
INQUIRY into the STATE of the INDIAN ARMY, with Sug-

| gestions for its Improvement, and the Establishment of a Military Police in India,
By WALTER BADENACH, Captain 67th Bengal N. L. . 8vo, 8. 6d.

*LIX.

.A REPLY to the LETTER of E. B. Suapew, Esq-on the Alter-
ations proposed by J. Humprreys, Esq,, in the Laws of Real Property. 8vo. 2s. 64,
By JAMES HUMPHREYS, Esq.

LX.

REMARKS on an ADDRESS to the MEMBERS of the NEW
PARLIAMENT, on the Proceedings of the Colonial Department, with respect to the
West India Question, 8vo.

By a MEMBER of the Late Parliament,

© LXI.
DEATH-BED SCENES.
By the late JOHN WARTON, D.D. 8vo. 10s. 6d.
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LXII.
A SERMON preached in the Cathedral Church 'of Chester, on_
- Sunday, the Fifth of November, 1826.  4to. 2s. 6d.
" By EDWARD COPLESTON, D.D,,
Dean of Chester, and Provost of Oriel College, Oxford.
Published by desire of the Bishop and Prebendaries of that Church,

LXIII

NARRATIVE of the BURMESE WAR.
Detailing the Operations of the Army commanded by Major-General Sir Archibald
Campbell, K.C.B., from its landing at Rangoon in May, 1824, to the Conclusion of
a Treaty of Peace at Yandaboo, in February, 1826.
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