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OTTAWA, Maroh 5th, 1867.

Siia,--Ierewith I transmit, for the purpose of being submitted to.IIis Excelloncy the
Aministrator of theoovernnict, my Report of the result of an Enquiry into the Management
of the Registry-Office for the Registration Division of Montreal, made under the Commis-
sion forwarded to nie with your letter of te 6th November last.

I return the Petition and Documents which accompanied your letter.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

GEO. ÉTTVOYE.
ET. PARENT, Esq.,

Assistant Secretary,

Ottawa •





R EPOR.T

COMMISSIONER APPOINTEID TO ENQIUIRE INTO COMPLAINTS

RELATIVE TO TUE MANAGEMENT OF TIIE REGISTRY OFFICE

<OF THE R1EGISTRATION DIVISION 0F MONTREAL.

'To His Excellency Sir J OH N MI CH EL, K.C.B., Administrator oftihe

Government of the Province of Canada, and Lieutenant-Generàl,

Commanding Her Majesty's Forces therein, -&c., &c., ý?c.

MAY i- PI:a.EF Youn Exc:rI.u.xr :-Y

Being authorised by a Cominnit.ton (B) grante4L.by Ilis Excellency the Governor
General, under the provisions of the thirtecnth chapter of the Consolidated Statutes of

Canada, appointing me a Commissioner, to hold an enquiry into a complaint against the
alleged mismanagement of the Registry Office for the Registration Division of Montreal,
made by pSetition (C), signed by certain members of the Board of Trade, Merchapts and

others of the City of M1ontreal, and having received instructions to visit that Registry
Office, by the authority of -the warrant (A), which I hold nnder the provisions of t.
ninety-third and one hundred and eleventh sections of the thirty-seventh chapter of the
Consolidated Statutes for Lower Canada, I have the honor of submitting one Report of the

result of that ENQUIRY, and of that VIsIT-OF INSPECTION.

Before proceeding to Montreal, I notified the Registrar of my intention of acting in

that double capacity, as shown by my letter (E), and inmediately on my arrival at the

City of Montreal, on the 22nd November last, I prepared a statement of the then state of
the various Registers in that office, shewing the progress that bad been made since my

visit in 1862 (See Table (F) attached o tlis Report).

The last document regi4ered on the 23rd November, 1866, bare the No. 45,512.

The Jast deed thon transcri ed into the Register of " Deeds of Alienation and Convey-

auce (Register B. Vol. 91) was 44,700, registered on 4th August, 166; the last in the

voluíine of " Obligations, ke." (Register B , Vol. 90) was 44,745, registered un August 10,
1866, and the last iu the volume of Judgments,&c." (Register B.C., Vol. 4) was45,21 6 ,



registered on the 15th of Otober last, thus making the greatest delay threc months and
nineten days, and leaving arrears of 812 instrnments, apparently, but deducting the num-
ber of other documents entered in other registera (38), leaving but 774.

On examining the number of untranscribed documents, besides I' Sales'.' and "Obli-
gations," I found them to be a follows:-

'1ý M enorials .. , ........................... ......... 5

Wills .................................................. 45
Marriage Contracts.................. ......... ................... ,........... ..... 55
Ibrtnerships....... . ..................... 98

Discharges...... ................................................................. 220
I then suminoned to appear before me, by individual notices, ail the signers of the

above petition, amounting to two hundred ,and fifty.
As few the complainants attended to substantiate tUiicomplaxnt made by them, or

to give AM formation as might lead fne-to judge how far their complaints were founded,
I called *' sueh persons, professional and -otiers, but more particularly the former, as
appeareò to me to be able, from their frequent intercourse with the Registry Office, to
afford me information and give their -views on the management ofit.

'to afford an opportunity to ail persons having an interest in the proper conduct of
those charged ivith the execution of the Registration system in so important, populous
and wealthy a Division as Montreal, I inserted in ztll the city newspapers a notice of my
desire to obtain, if possible, further Tnformation, and I thereby called on all persons
desirous of giving evidence or information in relation to the enquiry being made by me
to attend within a certain day (G). By the evidence afforded by those whose depositions
are hercunto annexed, (H) the principal ground of complaint was of the great delay in
obtaining from the Registry Office documents there deposited for Registration and trans.
cription. The greater number of thesa deponents, on being made acquainted with the
provisions of the Registry Law, more particularly the 64th section, (bèing section 2 of
ohap. 4$ of the 12th Vie., passed in- 1849, in amendment to the original Registry Act,
4 Vie. cap. 30, to give greater facility to Registration in -the cities of Montreal and

Qui , and to remove the great inconvenience resulting from strictly carrying into force
part of that Orduance) which allows the use of a cerfain but still limited nuinber of
Reuisters, were satisfied that such delay was not'to be attributed to any negligence on the
part of the Registrar or his subordinates, but to the requirements of that Act by whiclk
the number ofe Registers, in which may be entered each of the various classes of deeds
to be regstered, is limited to one, and necessarily restricts the progress to be made thereon
to the speed with which one writer can copy into the same. By the above mentioned
64th section it is enacted that

" The Registrars of the Registration Divisions of Quebco and Montreal may keep
"separate books and Registers for the registration at full length of: •

. "First.-Bonds, recognizances and other securities and obligations in favor of the
Crown, Wlls and Testaments, and probates or office copies of wills and testaments.

" Second.-Marriage contracts and donations.
" Third.-Appointments of tutors and ourators, judgments, and judioial A cts and pro-

ceedings.



"Fourth.-Deeds of alienation and convoyance (titres trandatifs de propriété) not

being of any'of the classes hereinbeforo mentioned, including exchanges and leases for

nne years or upwards, aud deeds of partition. 4

i Fifth.-Deeds, instrumenth and writings creating mortgages, hypotics or charges,
and not being of any of thelasses horeinbefôre montioned.

c Sixth.-All other deeds, instruments and writing not being of any of the classes
hereinbeforo mentioned;

" And the registration thereof at full length in'sueh books respectàiely shall be valid to
all intents."

Al the books allowed by the above provision of law arc kept and used by the Regis.
trar of the Registration Division of Montreal.

If, thon, the object of the petition iti question bc regarded as a complaint against the
Registrar himself, the statements in the varions depositions herewith submitted çH) com-
bined with the circumstance of a large majority of the sij;ners to that petition having
failed or declined to put before me any pr%>of to the cuntrary, cannot but lead me to the

conclusion that there exists no well-founded ground of complaint against the Registrar
personallon that seccre.

Aug those who expressed, fron their close connection with the Registry Ofice,
their views of its management (and among them are the leading Notaries of Montreal,
whose business transactions vith the Registry Office are more nunierous thon those of any
other class) a large numb-er assert that they have nu complaint to inake (Depositions 1, 2,
4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19! 24, 27, 28, 32, 33, 35, 36, 38, 39, 40, 41, 45, 47,
48, 52, and 53,) against the Registrar; while others, still mure numerous, confine their
oniplaints to the delay (Depositions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 19, 20,

21, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, ý1, 32, 33, 34, 37, 39, 41, 43, 44, 52, 53, 54, 58, 63, and 64),
and nearly-all admit that they have never slffered, nor are the aware of any los froma
inaccuracy iu Registration, or error in Certificates of Scarch (De ositions 1 to 8, 10, 14 to
18, 21, 27, 28, 30, 31,733, 34, 36, 4.5, 47, 48, 52, 53, and 63).

The only case in which any lose, occasioned by the length of the delay complained of,

is that mentioned in the Depositidn (No. 20) of Henry Lyman, Esquire, who, as therein
alleged, failed to receive a half year's interest for some days after it was due; but that de-
lay is not attributable to any negligence on the part of the Registrar.

After a close and minute inspection of the Registers, Books, Indexes and Papers, in
and appertaining'to theRegistry Office of the Registration Division of Montreal, I am
enabled to report on the state of them, how far the requirements of Chap. 37 of the Cou-
solidated Statutes for Lower Canada, have been observed. and to offer my remarks on the
various pointa of the petition submitted to me for enquiry into the complainta thereby
made. TIhe lngth of those rcm ein the report itself, is considerably abridged by the
references which I mako to t'e various depositions and statements to be found in the Ap-
pendix (11) a'ud the notes, remarks and references made at the fout of them respectively,
when necessary, te throw light on the allegations contained in them.

1 stated in my report of 1862, (Appendix in Journtals o'the Leqislative Assembly for
1863. Sessional Papers, Ko. 60, vol. 5.)-" The Registers for Notices of property
intended to be bound, and for Renewal of ypothecs, as ordered by the 48th and 49th



sections of the Registry Act, have not yet been "plured for the Registry Office of the
Registration Division of Montreal, consequently there is no in*dex required by the 50th
section " to be kept and written up daily." These additional Registerh are still wnating.

For the continued absence of these volumes, the Registrar, in reply to a written
communication from nie (1), states

" The requirements of the 48th section of the Registry Law, have been carried out
with this slight differenee, that whereas all general mortgages'are' created by Judgments
ofOCourt and Actes of 'Iutelle, to which the notices, when deposite.d for registration, are

invariably atta2hed, I have considered it best to enregister both in the book kept for the
special purpose,.as affording greater facility of reference ; as regarde the 49'th section there
have been as yet no renewals, consequently the law, as regards those instruments, is etill,
in a measure, a dead letter." (Vide letter of Registrar, of Jan.,22, 1867 (I. 2).

Since the above report many registers, more than.forty, have been illed, as shown by
the following

REGISTER A.

For Registration, of Memtorials.

The second volume,, which in February, 1862, extended to 1308, is now made
up to 1453, that being the number of the last deed registered.by memoijal on November
16, 1866'.

REGISTER B.

For documents entered at full length, either Deeds of alienation and conveyance, or
Deeds creatig mowtgages.

Documents of the above classes, extending over 31 volumes, have sinco 1862, been

transcribed, the volumes now in use being No. 92, for " Sales, &c.," and No. 93 for

" Obligations, &c." - The last transcribed into the former being No.' 45,558, registered

December Brd, 1866, and the last transcribed into the latter being 45,660, registered

Dec. 15, 1866.
REOISTER B A.

For .the Registratio» of Wills, &c.

This register embracing, in 1862, three volumes, in the last of which the last entry

bore No. 32,404, now extends to the Jifth volume, in which the last document entered

bears No. 45,817, registered on the 8th January, 1867.

REGISTER B B.

For Narrioge Contracts, &c.

This Register which in March, 1862 showed No. 32,417 in the sirth volume, as

the last marriage contract therein transcribed, unw e±tends to volume 9, the last docu.

ment in which'is No. 45,956, registered January 22, 1867.

REGISTER B 0.

For .Judqncns, Judicial ActA, &c.

One 'volume, No. 4, has been added to this class. It now ends with 45,719,
registered December 21, 1866.



REGISTEt D.

For the Registration.of Debentures, &c.

No entries have been made, none, being so required by law, since the enregistration
of the Debentures of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad Company in August, 1861.

REGISTER D OF C.

For Declaratioe of (o-Partnershiip.

Since the 1lth March, 1862, date of the last, entry (1557) mentioned in my last
report, a larger number of these Declarations have been enregistered than had there
been since the passing of the Act 12 Vic., cap. 45, which requires such registration,
as the number of the last document registered December, 11, 1866, is 3,149 making
1,592 registered in three years and nine months, while ouly 1,517 had been enregistered
during the previous thirteen. years.

This increase is to be attributed not only to the enlargement of the trade of the
city, but to the Act having been more generally carried out by its provisions being made
more generally known by the fine for disregarding it haviug been in several instapee<
sued for and recovered.

The above cited entries are those which I found on leaving the Registry Office on the
12th February, 1867, when all the documents which, on the 23rd Novemberlast, remained
untranscribed, had been duly entei·ed. (Sec Table J.)

By this table, and by the foregoing remarks on the state of tho various isters, it
is shown that the last document transcribed in Register B, Vol. 92, was 45,558 ; that in.
Vol. 93, 45,660 ; that in Register B A, Vol. 5, 45,817 ; that in Register B B o01.9,
45,956, and that in Register B C, Vol. 4, 45,719; and as the last document deposi f r
registration on that day bears the No. 46,108, about five hundred documents remain fo
transcription, and the delay is now about three months.

In all the volumes since 1861, the day of the month and the year continue to be en-
tered in figures, and noue of the notes in the margin are signed by the Registrar or bis
Deputy. The Registrar continues to hold the opinion, said to be furnished by his Legal
Adviser, that as the law does not, in express terms, state that such notes in the margin
are to bear the signature of the Registrar or his Deputy, or that the dates are to be writ-
ten at full length, he is not bound by the form furnished by the Government at the time
the Registry Ordinance came into force. This failure to sign the marginal notes and
to give the dates at full length commenced only in 1856, previously to whioh time the
prescribed form was carefully followed by the same Registrar 'or his Deputy. The ternis
of the law (4 Viet. Chap. 80, Sec. 19, now Section 60 of Chapter 37 of the Consolidated
Statutes for Lower Canada) are simply that '1 the day, month, year and hour shall be en.
tered in the margin of the proper Register." This being a duty imposed on the Registrar,
it appears to me that some proof is needed that it bas been performed, and that no better
proof can be afforded than by sncb entries being attested by the signature of the Registrar
or his Deputy, ià the form prescribed by the Government, and followed, with this excep-
tion, by all the Registrars, whose offices 1 have inspected. Any doubt, however, if such
eau reasonably exist, as to the extent of the obligation on the part of the Registrar, may
be easily removed by a legislative provision similar to that contained in the 54th seotion



of the present Upper Canada Registry Act (29 Vict. Cap. 24), " that the certain year,
month, day, hour and minute, ghall be entered in the margin of' the Register Books, and
suoh entry shall be signed by the Registrar or his Deputy." To this might bc added, if
the judgment of the Courts of Lower Canada, as to the use of figures be not considered
sufficient, a further provision that such dates and time should be written at fil length ;
and to soeure-some proofthat the transcribed copy has been compared witli the original,
of which, at present, no proof is afforded in the Registers of Lower Canada, that such
signature has been affixed, after due comparison with the document deposited for registra-
tion.

As mentioned in my report of 1862, the Ilegistrar was then and I believo was for
some time after sojourning, though not 'permanently, a large propottion of the year 4e-
yond the limits prescribed by the 103rd section of the Registry Law, namely, five league 2

,from the office, but as sucli is no longer the case, it is needless for ie to do more than to
allude to the impropricty of such a deviation fron the strict letter of the law. Proof of
Mr. Ryland's residence in the City of Montreal for some time past is to be found in the
Judgment of the Superior Court, with the affidavits on which that judgment was ren-
dered, on the application by the defendant in tdie case of RYLgD vs. OGILyY, for
security for costs, on the ground of the plaintiff not being a resident in Lower Canada:
(Vide K), and hispresent residence, with his family, in the- City of Montreal is now
notorious.

With reference to the 5th paragraph of the petition relating to the security to be
given by the Registrar, the 102nd section of the Registry Law amplyproviles for the
number of sureties whicli are to be approved by the Governor.. On my report of 1862
draiving the attention of the Executive t'o'the fact that the Registrar Nas then, as he had
been for some time, without sureties, the gentlemen who became sucþ being deceased, a
correspondence was immediately entered into with the Registrar requiring þim to supply
other suieties, and teco gentlemen (MM. DeMontenach & Doutre) who,,fro i the extenit of
their property, as shown upon diligent enquiry, were considered sufficient, ere approved
of by the Governor as such new sureties, and a Bond (L) was accordingly gi en by them
jointly with the Registrar, on the 8tli of Mai., 1863. Since that date one those gentle-.
men (Mr. Doutre) has.withldrawnfrom that respo bility. A perusal Appendix.M
wiMl show Mr. IRyland's posit'on in that particular.

As regards the regularity of attendance by the Registrar and his Deputy, during the
office heurs presoribed by law, I have been unable to discover that there is "ny good
ground of complaint of non-compliance with the requirements of the law on t t point;
while on the contrary several plofessional gentlemen and others, who have freq ent and
almost daily intercourse with that office, have volunteered to depose that the -attendance
of those gentlemen has been regular; this is confirmed by my personal observation during
the period that the investigation with which I have been oharged rendered necessary my
'ojourn in 41ontreal. The attendance of thp clerks, numbering six, besides the Dcputy
Registrar, is shown by their depositions taken separately, and of each without the know-
ledge of the others (Depositiong 69, 60, 61, 62 and 65). Their regularity and assiduity in
the performance of their duties is deserving of notice. The demeanor of one of the subor-
dinates, having been alluded to in the deposition of Geo. W. 8tephens, Esq., I caunot but
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express my belief, which is confirmed by the conduct of the saine individual while I was
engaged in inspteting the Registry Offices in 1862, that Mr. Stephens' pom'laint.on that
ground is not u0founded, but as that person has since left Mr. Ryland's employ, it is

unnecessary to enlarge on that part of the subject. To render justice, however, to Mr.

Ryland, I must not fail to renark, as I have learned .with satisfaction, that wheuever the

improper conduct of any one of his employees has been made known to hn, he bas lost no

time in dispensing wiith bis services.

The case of ill-treatment, mentioned by IMr. Stephens, of a young French law-student

(Depos. 46), having already been investigated and disposed of, a miere reference to thé

correspondence (N.) connected with the case will, I trust, be sufficient. The discrepancy,
however, between Mr. Thibault's letters in the public press, and his statement under

oath, and the agrçemnent (Depos. 54) of the latter with the Registrar's explauations is

isnggestive. ,
A reference te the deposition of David Pelletier (No. 55), and that of W. H. Ryland,

Esq. (No. 66), together with the statement of John William Hopkins, Esq., a professional

Architect, -will afford proof of the extent to whiclh prejudice may be carried, and how 'far

the human imagination, when under the..iifluence or control of prejudice, may be

stretched.
That," as stated by the Petition, " The Registry Office is of such importanceto the

public that the Registrar should not be allowed to trifle with'the provisions of the Act

« regulating it," there can be no doubt; but lest the abovo paít of the Petitioh (widely

xirculated since it was submitted to the Government, in a printed form, with all the n'îmes

that were attached te the ,originalk and many since added) should be so interpreted as'to

leave an impression that such has been the case, I have attached to this Report copy of

the communications handed te me by the Registrar, which had, during many years past,
been made by him to the Executive on the state of his offic and the working there of the

Registre Law, shewing bis anxiety that bis office should a ord every possible facility to

the public in carrying out the object of that Act, anà urging such amendments as to,him,
in his long experience as a Registrar, appeared to have become necessary, and to be

desirable. (See Appendix 0.)
So desirous has the Registrar*een that the management of his office should be such

that no porson could justly complain of it; and se determined that any unjust complaint

should not pass unnoticed, that on any occasion when (by whatever ·motive it may have

been suggested) any attack has been matfethereon in the publie press, ho bas lest no time

in tracing out the'authors of any such attack, to submit it te alegally constituted tribunal

te judge of its merits. In January, 1866, a letter, signed " A blerchant," appeared in

the ".Montreal Herald," commenting on the state of the Registry Office, and referrimg to

an article which had appeared in that paper on the 14th D'ecember, 1865, relating'to C.
Thibault's complaint, which had already been investigated by ,the Government and

disposed of. The proprietors of thab journal, at t½.e request of Mr. Ryland, unhesitatingly

,and politely gave up the name of the " Merohant" as John Ogilvy, and the Rogiatr~

instituted against him an action of damages, the pleadings in which case ari te be found

in Appendix (P). T7his appears te be the case mentioned in Mr. Ryland's answerto the

petition (D). On this subject, I think it would be out of place for me to enlarge.

8



With respoet- to the fees for-Registration, no complaint has been made of a deviation

from the Tariff regulating them, an~dindeed such cuid selduml occur, as the large najority
of Deeds registered are deposited by the Notaries wio execute t4nm, and who generally
calculate, before bringing then, the exact ainount to bepaid. i have seized several oppor-
tunities for testing the correctnes, of sueh clarge ujade to *dividuals bringing their

own deeds, and have found then to be scrupumloIy -orrect. none difference of opin n

bas existed as to the charges for searches (Sec Depositious 12 a-nd 47), and on certificates
on Sheriff's sales; but «ts by the 25 Vie., cap. i1, .ec. , the tegistrar lias been declared

" to be and to have been au Officer of the Cout, iii wlîich any certiticates granted by law
is filed, so far as regards al his acts and duties N ith iegard tu such certificates an< all
matters relatíng thereto, and as regards the taxation oi lis fees or costs for any service
rendered, or thing done by himi with respect tu .such certificate, whenever such fees or

" costs are contested," I have considered it btyond the seqpe of mny duties to interfere
with, or express an opinion on suci points, leaving to the proper tribunal 'the exercise of
its powers.

The delay in the transcription of Deods, which, a., stated in tue deposâion of Théod
Doucet, Esq., (No. 3), ode of the leading Notaries ut the City of Montra1y was much
greater before last spring than at present, bas been accounted for by the great and unre-
munerative labor itposed ou the Registrar in preparing the tickets required to be de-
posited in the Ballot Box, under t4re provisions ut the Militia Act, 27 Vic., cap. 2, sec. 23,
&c. This work is stated by the Registrar to have tiien the whule staff of his éstablish-
ment fron their ordinaroccupation suci a length of time as tu thioiv the transcription in
the office in arrear to a muci greater extent than, tho ordinary working of the present systen
geperally keeps it. To remedy tie usual delay occaioued as beforu btated, by the limited
number of Registers that can logally be in use at tie saame titue, I vould suggest thàt, for
deeds of the classes mnentioned;in eaci of the Fuj, th and Fift paragraplis of the 64th sec-
tion of the Registry Law, permission be given to the Rfegit:ars uf Muntreal and Quebec to
have in use at the same time two or more volumes, but that the iranseription therein be so
arranged that neither volume shall be nire in advance of the other, than by the document
registered immediately after that in course of transcript:ou in the uther. If it beconsidered
that such authority cannot be granted under the pruoisuus oft.ke-4i6th sectio the
Registry Law, no tinte should be lost in obtaining.su- 4th'ity fro:n the Legislature.
This change, with the great advantages toWa'ived froma the -glans and books o? reference
already ordered section of the Registry Law, "furnhe more efaecul workeig

of tat .Act," will, in a great measure, afford a remedy for the evils complained of.

The tardy execution of the above wholesome btatutory Provisions, made for improv-
ing the Registration System, has caused those intended improvenents to be lost sight of,
and the very amendments which have now the sanction of the law are those suggested by
many of the deponents. Those who are aware of the existence of such legislative provi-
sions, urge that immediate effect should be given to theu as regards the Re«istration
Division of Montreal. F. W. Torrance, Esquire, Advocate, one of the professors of Law
at the McGill University, a gentleman, who, as showu by his deposition (No. 45), has had

much te do with the Registry Office, and is, as a large mortgage creditor, deeplyinterested
in tlie well working of the Registration System, says :-" The change contemuplated in



" this system by t'ho preparation of plans and booka ofLiteference, would be of immense
" benefit to all having any interest in real estate ; but such a change should be made with

the least possible delay, and no e:çpensc should bo spared to effect it at once." I cannot
too urgently recommend that to the Registration Division of Montreal there should be
extended, in the e«rly preparation of sinch plans and books of reference, every preference
to which its citent, wealth and imîportance would scem to entitle it.

An opinion is enunciated in the pctition submitted tome " thiat no document should be
retained in the Office for Regitration over 15 dalys, "and " that the Registrar should make
such arrangemtchts in his office, that no doeunent will take more than that time to effect

.their registration." However desirabi: it nay be that documents deposited for Registra-
tion should be teturned in a les tinie tliant hiey are now detained in the Registrar's Office,
I cannot concei c of any plan by whiLh the desirc of the Petitioners could be effectually
and invariably c rrie'bout, affording at the same time, to the parties interested, the same
safety and secu· 4 i, which, are guaranteed by the present system of ,Registration. Were
the Registers Ceo pleted to any given date, they are liable, under the' present system, to
fall, in a few hou s, into such irrear as could not be worked up in that 1ay. A practice
has long obtained and still obtains anong the Notaries of the City of Montreal, to allow
Deeds executed -efore them to accuniulate util the last day of the period, within which,
by law, they are equiredto bc registered,,when of the nature to which that part-of the
law applies, and then to der,)sit them with the Registrar for registrat:on. It hasoccurred
that in one day, so large a number of Deeds, in some cneyi amounting to more than 200,
bas been presented, as would uccupy many weeks to transcribe. I have seen one Notary
deposit for registration, at the same tinie, fory-si.r documents for registration, and another
gentleman of'the same profession withdraw froni the office sixty-eight documents, left there
for registration some months previously, at or about the same time. As to arrangements
being made by the Registrar to cffct the above desired speed, an acquaintance with the
provisions of the Registry Law, would satisfy any one that no such discretionary power is
gigen to the Registrar.

Many remedies havebeen suggested tu cure the evil complained of; among them,
perbaps, the best is that uggCested by the Registrar hinself, in lis letter of the 17th
January, 1862, namely: "that all Notaries after a given fixed period, be compelled to
"prepare their Deeds on stamped paper of uniform size, to be supplied by the Govern.
"ment, and that in all cases where registration is necessary, it should be compulsory on
"every Notary to furnish the Regis trar with duplicate copies, on both of which the Re-
"gistrar should at once affix a corresponding number, with a certificate of registration on
"one copy, to'be returned to the party enrecgistering ; the other copy to remain in the
"office on record, and that the Registrar should, whenever a suffiçient number of docu-
"ments have been deposited to form a volume, ca'use them..to be bound together and
"authenticated, as at present, by the Prothonotary." (See 0, 6).

It has been suggested by Mr. George E. Frothingham, and others, that the system
adopted in the City of Boston, would cause business to be expedite<J- in even a shorter
tine than that desired by the Petitioners, but from the information I obtained from the
Register of the City of Boston, it appears that such is not the case, and after a perusal of.
'is 1tter(Q, 2', and on examination of the system in operation in that citi it will be'



readily discovered that the secutiy thereby offered is M less than that afforded by the
. Lower Canada Registry Law.

Both of the above plans to be carried into effect, cither by the Original being on, or
ianscribed into loose, fiying sheets of paper, to be afterward boundtogether, are fraught
ith danger, by leaving in the hands of the Registrar the exercise of a power whichmight

or might not be faithfully exercised.

During my examination of the registers in the office of the Registratid Division of
Montreal, it camt to my knowledge that a number of documents transcribed into the Ieg-
isters do pot on the face of them boar thatpark ofauthenticity which, notwithstanding the
provisions of the latter part of the 2Oth section of the Regiátry Law, would constitute

Acópies of them, documents of equal validity as the originals, because they do net bear the
signature of the Notary in whose office the original remains of record. To obviate this
cvil practice, which may exist in other Registration Divisions, I would suggest.-that
Registrars b prohibited from receiving for registration any document not affording on the
fade of it proof of its being one admissible to registration.

The Registry Law of Upper Canada defines the various documents which may be
onregistered. .A similar provision should be extended to Lower Canada.

.Notwithstanding I do not consider it a duty imposed on me by either the Copmission
or the Warrant hereinbefore mentioned, to make any suggestions for the improvement of
he Registry Law, so often amended by the Legislature, yet as in the Petition embod&ing-

t e complaint which I have been ordered.to investigate, a desire is expressed that sugges-
ti ns for the better management of the office should be made, with such.amendments to.the
A as may seem important, I have, in reviewing the varions matters commented on by
tla Petition, made such remarks as may be considered to meet the views of th.e Petitioners.

Theae suggestions I beg to recapitulate and urgently to bring under the serions ion-
sider tion of Your Excellency and his advisers.

ey wil be found to amount in substance to the following:-

' ls . That the form and mode of making marginal notes in the'Registers should be
establish d by legislative enactment.

2nd. That provision should, wi out delay, be made for the renewal and consolidation
of all the ast Indexes. , .

Srd. at the number-of books for the entry of the class of deeds mentioned·in the
"fourtli " a d " fifth" paragraphs of the 64th section of the Registry Law he extended
te two or mo

4th. Tha the plans and books of reference for the Registration Division or Montreal
be completed soon as possible. &

5th. That e instrumenta aád proceedings that may be received by the Registrars
for registration b defined by law.

All which i respectfully submitted, by Your Excellency's most obedient humble
servant.

GEO. FUTVOYE,
Commissioner.

Ottawa, Feb. 2 rd, 1867.



APPENDIX.

A-Warrant to visit Registry Oflices.

B-Commission to enquire into management of Montreal Registry Office.

C-Petition for investigation.
D-Registrar's'answer o Petition.
E-Commissioner's letter to Registrar.

F-Tabular Statement of state of Registers, November 23, 1866.
G-Publie Notice.
H--Depositions-taken by Commissioner.
1-Correspondence with Registrar.
J-Table of contetits of Registers to Febr'ary 12, 1867.
K-Judgment as to residence of Registrar.

L-Security Bond given by Registrar.
M-Correspondence relating to sureties of Ilegistrar.

N-Papers connected with C. Thibàult's complaint.

O-Communications of Registrar to the Executive.

P-Pleadings in case of Ryland vs. Ogilvy.

- Q-Correspondence with Register of the City of Boston.

R-Statements of Mr, Lymaù in publie press.

S-Correspondence with the Sheriff in Ogilvie's case.

T-Correspondence with Deputy Inspector-General.
U-Letter of George -W. Stephens, Esq.
V-Correspondence with Sheriff of Montreal.
W-Letter to Mr. D. Pelletier.

(A) -

PROVINCE OF CANADA.

His Excellency the Right Honorable CuARLES STANLEY, VISCOtNT-MONCK, Baron
Monok of Ballytrammon, in the County of Wexford, Governor Geùferal of Btitish
North America, and Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over the Pro-
vinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the Island of Prince Edward
and Vice-Admiral óf the same, &o., &c., &c.

To George Fulvoye, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Advocate,
-GREETING

Know You that, confiding in your loyqlty, integrity and ability, 1, CHARLES STANLEY
VISCOUNT MONOK, being Governor General of the Province of Canada, do hereby and



under the authority in me vested by the ninety-third and one lundred and eleventh sec
tions of the thirty-seventh Chapter of the Consolidated Statutes for Lower Canada,
require and appoint you, the said George Futvoye, to visit the several Registry Offices in
Lower Canada; and to enquire into the condition of such offices, and the registers, books,
.iQàzes, memorials, documents nnd the papers therein, appertaining to such offices, res-
pectively, and te ascertain whether the provisions of the såid Act arc therein eiecuted,
according to such instr.uctions as you may receive from the Honorable tho Attorney
General for Lower Canada; and I do hereby require that you do report f rom time to tinie,
in writing, the result oUthe above nientioned enquiries to the Governor of the said
Province.

GIVEN under my Uand and Seal at Arnis, et the Government flouse, in the CITY
of QUEBEc, in the said Province, this TvENTIETii day of MAY, in the year of
our Lord, one thousand cight hundred and sixty-two, nnd in the Twenty-fifth
year of 11er iMlajsty's Reign.

MON1ZCK.
By Command,

CH ARLEs ALLEYN, Scrclary.

(B)-

SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Ottawa, (th November, 1866.

Sii,-I have the honor to transmit to you herewith, a Commission appointing you
Coniaaissioner to enquire into complaints preferred against George H. Ryland, Esq.,
Registrar of the Registration Division of Montreal.

I alo enclose the papers preferring the complaint, which you will be good enough to
return, when done with.

I will thank you for an acknowledgment of the receipt of this letter and of its
contents. , .(

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

E. PARENT,
GEoRGE FUTvotE, Esq., Montreal. Assist. Secretary.

PROVINCE OF CANADA.

His Excellency The Right Honorable ClIARLES S'ANLEY, VIScOUNT MONCK, Baron
Monck of Ballytramo°n, in the County of Wexford, in the Peerage of Ireland, and
Baron Monck of Ballytrammon, in the.,Coupty of Wexford, in the Peerage of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Governor Genera'of British North
America, and Captain General aid Govlrnor in Chief in and over the Provinces of
Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Island of Prince Edward, and Vice-
Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c.

To all to vwhom?è these Presents shall conte, or whon the samie muy in anyMlise concern,
GRE.ETINGO:

WiiEREAS certain complaints have been preferred against George Merman Ryland,
E9quire, Registrar for the Registration Division of Montreal; Now KNow YE, that
under and pursuant te the provisions of the thirteenth Chapter cf the Consolidated Sta-
tutes of Canada, intituled, " An Act respecting enquiries concerning Public Matters and
Official Notices," the authority in me thereby vested and by andwith the advice and
consent of Her Majesty's Executive Couneil; for the said Province, I have, nominated,
comtituted and appointed, and by these presents do nomiinate, constitute and appoint



GEozoE FUTVoYE, of the City «of Ottawa, in the County of Carletou, Esquire, ta be
Commiss>oner to enquire into the said complaipts, andI do hereby authorize and empower

him, the said George Futvoye as suoh Commissioner, to summon before him any party or
witnesses, and to.xequire them to give evidence on oath, orally or in writing (or on
solemn affirmation, if such parties be entitled to affirni in- civil matters), and to produce
such documents and things, as lie, the said George Futvoye, may deem requisite to the
full investigation of the matters and thiugs 'aforesaid. To have and to hold the said
Office of Commissioner, for the purposes aforesaid unto himn, the said George Futvoye,
during pieasure; and I do hereby require that the said Commissioner do repoit the result
of the above mentioned investigation with all convenient speed to the Governor of the
said Province for the tiie being.

Given under my Hand and Scal at Arms, at Ottawa, this twenty-ninth day of October,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and in the
Thirtieth year of ler Majesty's Reigu.

MONCK.
By Command,

.E. A. MEREDITH, Assist. Secret«ry.

(BEndorsed.) -

I do hereby certify that the within named George Futvoye, Esquire, personally ap-
peared before me this day and took and subscribed the oath of Office, as Commissioner to
enquire inta complaints against George H. Ryland, Registrar of the Registration Division
of Montreal.

C. E. SCILLER,
Montreal, 23rd Nov., 1866. Con. per Ded. Pot.

(C)

To His Excellency the Right Honorable CHARLES STANLEY VIsCOUNT MONCK, Governor
General of British North America, ko., &c., &c.

The Ietition of the Members of the Board ol '(rade, Aferchants and otlier citizens of
Montreal,

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH

First.-That the management of the Registry Office for the Registration Division of
Montreal, is the cause of much anxiety to your Petitioners, property holders, purchasers of
property and lenders of money on mortgage, as well as to all wvho have occasion ta Register
docutnénts undr the provisions of Cap. 37 of the Consolidated Statutes of Lower Canada,
intituled, "An Act respecting the Registration of titles ta or charges upon real estate, the
law of hypothecs, the dower and property of married women and the conveyance of soccage
lands."

Second.-That your Petitioners are informed that documents sent for Registration are
not registered for six to eight months after the time they arelodged at the office,
causing a feeling of insecurity and doubt whether Registration will follow in the order
intended by the above mentioned Act, and are of opinion that no document should be re-
tained in the office for Registration over fifteen days, and that the Registrar should make
such arrangements in bis office that no document will take more than that time to effect
the enregistration, and if that cannot be done in the form required by the said. Act,, that
the Act should ba so amended that it can be accomplished.

Third.-That by the 103rd section of the above mentioied Act, it is provided that
"Every Registrar shall residè within five leagues of bis office," in contravention of which
the Registrar of Montreal bas been living at Picton, in Canada West, a distance of 80
leagues from this city. k.

Fourth.--That by a report furnished by George Futvoye, Esq., ta your Excelleney, on
the condition' of the Registry Office of Montreal, in 1862, it was shown that the Registrar
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had neglected the requirements of the 48e 49, 60, 61, 62, 97, 103 and 107th sections of
the said Act.

Fifth.-That your Petitioners believe that the security for the Registrar should be
inoreased to four persons, the number limited by the 1OZnd section of the said Act, who
should be approved of yearly, or that they should justify onecal estate so that the security
may b made permanent.

Sixth.-That the office is of sUo importance to the pfilic, that the Registrar should
not be allowed to triße with the provisions of the Act reguling his office, and that his
attendance at bis office should be in strict conformity withe-he said Act.

Seventh.-That it is desirable that a Commission bc appointed to enquire into the
working of the Registry Office ofthe #egistration Division of Montreal, and to report whether
the present eegistrar continues to negleot any of the requirements of the said Act, and
that, in the opinion of Your Petitioners, such Commission should consist of two Attor-
neys, two Notaries, and two Merchants, who should make suggestions for the better man-
agement of the Office, anduch aluendments to the Act as they may deem important.

Wherefore, generally and niore specially for the reasons herein set forth, Your Peti.
tioniers respectfully pray Your/Excellency to cause such a Commission to be issued, and
such amendments to be made,ýn the aforesaid Act, as will allay the general feeling of dis-
satisfaction in the community, and place the management of the Office on a safe and re.
liable footing with as little delay as possible.

And your Petitioners, as in dty bound, will ever pray.
(No da1e.*)

H. Stephens.
Wiam Workman.
Joh Frotihinghan.
Hugh Allan.
William Mfolson.
John B. R. Molson.
Wm. Murray.
John Sinclair.
Edwod. M. Ropkcins.
A. Cross.
George N. Fpthingham.
Thonas Workman.
David Torrance.
H. Sache.
J. W. Baker.
aenry Mulholland.
Samuel Barland.
John Taylor.
N. S. W'hitney.
J. McLennan, President Board of Trade.
W. Darling.

D. Masson.
D. Masson & Co.
'Wm. F. Lighthall, N. JP.
L. Belancer.
AMable Irevost.
D. Girouard.
I. H. Isaacson.
Walter Marriage.
Thomas D. Prootor.
John ]3. Helliwell.
J. E. MIullin.
Walter Macfarlan.
Wm. Stephen & Co.

* Vide depositioa No. 30.

J. Redpath.
Louis Boyer.
Louis Boyer, Fils.
Hubt. Paré.
Thomas R. Jolinson.
W. A. Connolly.
Robert Leckie.
John Sterling.
Archd. Laurie.
Wm. Benjamin.
Gordon G. Mackenzie.
W. H. Clare.
George Winks.
George Ringland.
John Ewart.
James Douglas.
W. & R. Muir.
William Dow.
John Caverhill.
Wm. Adams, Jr.
Ilery Lyman, Treas'r. Board of Trade.
James Law.
F. Maccullocht.
J, Barsalou.
G. D. Ferrier.
Jeffery, Bros. & Co.
Hugh Fraser.
Geo. Hagar.
H. A. Nelson.
E. N. Greene.
W. W. Ryan.
Thomas Rimmer.*
J. Fairbairn.
C. A. Starke.



C. P. Davidson..
John J. Arnton.
W. )arling & Co.
Andrew Macfarlane & Co.
T. Crathern.
Foulds & Hodgson.
Fitz atrick & Moore.
A. alker.
Stevenson, Sutherland & Co.
Thomas Mussen.
Villeneuve & Lacaille.
John Thompson.
C. O. Beauchemin & Valois.
Z. Chapeleau.
Eus. Senécal.
J. B. Rolland.
A. A. Wilson.
Sancer & Frère.
David 2orrison.
Frs. leclaire.
J, H. Joseph.
J. D. Rolland.
A. Gelinas.
T. Il. Galarneau.
John Pratt.
Thomas Wilson.
O. Berthelet.

A. Larocque.
A. Lusignan.
Joseph Grenier.
Albert Furniss.
T. Tiffin.
William Macdougall.
C. & L. Dubois.
Alex. Buntin & Co.
William Minchin & Co.
Ira Gould.
J. E. Kirkpatrick.
Nelson Davis.
Phillips & Co.
Leemin'g & Buchanan
D. Butters.
Thomas May & Co.
Wm. Nivin & Co.
R. S. Oliver.
A. W. Ogilvie &Co.
Thomas A. Crane.
Thomas Watson.
G. F. Prowse.
David Brown.
William Ros.
E. Lyman Milli
TUiòmas Caverhill.
B. & S. H. Thompson.
William Hobbs.
Thomas Gordon.
Andrew Hayes.
Lymans, Clare & Co.
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Robert Simms & Co.
G. & D. Sha
M. Laing.
D. P. Jan
James E. ajor.
Robert nderson,
J. L. udry.,
John , lliott.
A. D4bord.
Pierte Hudon.
Na. Valois.
J.,'A. Gravel.
Ferdinand Perrin.
ienry & Swain.
Adolphe Roy & Co.
N· B. Desmarteau.
J. Leclair.
W. J. Beliveau.
Jer. Grenier.
G. L. Rolland.
Joseph Tiffin.
Kerry, Bros. & Crathern.
A. Baird.
A. Laurie & Co.
James MoDougali.
John Greenahields.
Joseph Walker.
Andrew Law.
W. E. Phillips.
Geo. W. Benton.
Philip B, Holland.
James Mitchell.
E. F. Ames.
Thomas Leeming.
JQhn Whyte, Official Assignee.
John Plimsoll, do
Japes Court, do
L. Beaudry, Manager Estate Masson.
L. Marchand.
Edwin Atwat'r.
'Charles H. Gould.
Walter H. Warner.
Geo. P. Brush,
Theodore Hart.
Alexander Mitchell.
John Rankin.
John Rhynas.
James Hutton.
M.ß JI. Cochrane.
Hd'i Mathewson.
Empey, Johnston & Co.
Gault, Bros. & Co.
T. J. Claxton & Co.
Lewis, Kay & Co.
C. E. Seymour.
Aforland, Watson & Co.:
Kingan, Winning & blair.
Ringland, Ewart & Co.



. W. Ireland.
C. C. Snowdon & Co.
Munaerloh & Steeneken.
Pierre Delormie.
C. G. Dagg.
il. B. Smith.
J. Henry, Evans.
Lewis, Kay & Co.
A. Robertson & Co-.-
Baukhage, Beak & Co.
Sehfeider, Bond & Co.
Linton & Cooper.
John A. Leclerc.
D. McBurney.
Brown & Childs.
George McIver.
Rice Sharpley.
Benjamin DayvAon.
Wm. Dangerfield.
.J. & T. Bell..,
D. Gorrie.
R. J. Devins.
Edward Thompson.
Henry Starnes.
John Leeming.
James Adams Nathewsont.
Arthur Fhcr, M. D.
James S. Evans.
Robert Wood.

Ne('ulloch, J1ack & Co.
A Charlebois & Co.
Fred. Glacknieyer.
Thiomas A. Haines.
McLachlan, Bros. & Co.

. .ngtn& Co.•
Joseph May.
.W. & B. Francis.
James Popham & Co.
Joseph N. Hall & Co.
Edward Hagar & Co.
James Roof & Co.
Jos. Grenier.
Jlu. H'enderson.
Eb,. Z. Shelton.
A. Ramsay & Son.
Geo. Wilkes.
W. S. )avcnport.
Maurice Cuvillier.
P. Robertson.
James Donnelly.
David Maclean & Co.
William S. Evans.
R. Campbell & Co.
George .Moffatt.
M. 11. Seymnour
McCulloeh Bros.
West, Brothers.

(Those italicised attended. The other petitioners, though notdfied, failed to attend).

(D)

REGISTRY OFFICiE,
Montreal, 22nd Ma , 1866.

Sra,-Owing to mny temporary absence in Kingston, where I was required to meet
the Bishop of Ontario and other gentlemen, relative to the tranfer of property for the
proposed Ontario College, I did not receive your officiai communication of the Ilth instant
till yesterday.

Before naking any remuarks, upon the document purjporting to be the' Petition of the
members of the " Boa'd of Trade," it may, perhaps. be as well that His Excellency the
Goverfior General should-kuow how and for what purpose it wa.s got up.

Several anonymous attacks on ny office haviug, in the early part of the winter,appeared mn the Mlontreal Iprald, I called upon is Editors .o give up theauthor. They
at once stated that the writer was a iMr. John Ogilvy,* with whom I had previously had a
misunderstanding on a matter altogiher of a personal nature.

To put a stop to such unprineiþled conduct, I at once gave instructions to my lawyer
to take proceedings against him. (Vide P,)

Subsequently this gentleman and Mr. Harrison Stephens (neither of whom, to my
knowledge, ever entered the Registry Office of Montreal, or had any business transactions
with it), employed a lawyer by the name of Macr.e to draw up a Petition, which, by a little
management, they conceived might be forwarded to the Governor General by the Board of
Trade.

Several copies were printed and given to a young lawyer, a son of Mr. Stephens

Vide depositions 1, 32 and 38.



<Vide Dep. 46); a Mr. Whiteliead (Vidc -Dep. 16), whose sister vas mnarried to Mr.
ý,gilvy's brother, and a notorious character of the naine of - Whytc, who had openly
4eelared bis intention to do me al] the injury in bis power in revenge for the issue of a

-transaction in which'he.had been defeatud 18 years ago.
These three men proceded frou house to house and fromt store to store, using Mr.

'farrison Stepheus' naine as a deviy lo indure other business men to sign the Petition,
representing that it was merely a Petitioin to the <>overnmtîerit to carry ont one suggestions
qf Mr, 'Futvoyo to simplify registration.

Working in this way, it is not t le wondered at that nuimbers believing in the
4-,atoment, and knowing nothing of the workinîg of the Registry Office, with which few

f then had ever had any trasactions, shoiild, without even reading the Petition, affix
htbeir signatures to it.

Having procured what they considered a suihci-nt endorseient, NIr. Whyte prevailed
)n bis connection, M11r. Darlinm, who was the Chairman of the Conmittee of the Board of
Trade, to adopt and carry it throui that body.

I was perfectly aware at the time I wiat was goinz on. and consulted the Attorney
General East upon the subject, shewitg him how powerless i was, withouit the support of
heGovernment, against a conspiracy of this kind.

On looking over the names, lis Excelleîig will observe that'with three very insigni.
icant exceptions, none of the professionail gentleien of' Montreal, through whotn, I may
Jafely say, the wholo business transaction. with the Registry Office are conducted, have
signed, though all were individually and repeatedly urged to do so.

It was, indeed, front the leading lawyers and notaries,f ho were indignant at the
hole proceeding, that I learnt the facts of the case.

S6 mucih for the manner in which the Petition was got up ; now for the comiplaints
t forth :-

Premising that no single instance i, or cai be alleged of a inistake having been
4ade by the Registrar, or of a party hivinig. uffered loss through his neglect or instru-
pentality, the wholo gist of the Petition re,olves itself into two complaints : Pirst, That
bee Petitionersare inforned that docunents sent for Registration are not registered for
ix or-eight months after they are lodged at the office. Secondly, That the Registrar
oes not reside as required by law, withiin five leagues ofi is office.

Disposing of the last charge first, I would reinark that, during the last Terni of the
uperior Court in Montreal, it was proved on oath, in contradiction to the plca setforth

Mr. Ogilvy's Attorney, that I was and liad been for years a resident of Montreail.
It is truc that Mrs. Ryland lias, on account of lier health, resided with lier family in
reton, and i have occasionally, during the heat of summer, gone up t se them ; but

ir residing there no more affects my residence here than does the residing of His
xcellenoy's family in England affect bis residence in Canada.

As regards the delay in entering deeds deposited in my office, the samte complaint
4ay be made of the Quebeo Office, whielh is admirably conducted, where deeds are
etained much longer.

This is not the-fault of the Registrar, but of the law, which is compulsory, requiring
all deeds shall be registered consecutvely, according to their numbers, and we are

owed only one book for Deeds of Sale, and one book for Obligations, in each of which
person ONLY can write al a lime; delay is unavoidable, though I have donc every

'ng in my power to avoid it, by having relays of cierks, who write from seven o'clock
the morning, till seven o'clock at night (Vide Depositions 59, 60, 61, 62).

My clerks, I may here remark, are all professional men, and the most efficient writers
are te be had. I may add, that owing to the large amount of property expropriated~

the Corporation, and the obligation imposed upon us by the new law, compelling us to
e certificates against special properties, without being furnished with plans and books
reference, which abould have been provided at the time the Act came into operation,

sometimes compelled to take ny best writers front their legitimato work, to make
ches, whioh under the present Tariff, and the dilapidated state of our Indices, do not
unerate us for our actual outlay.
But the interests of no individuail is affeoted by a delay in copying the Deeds

posited for Registration into our books, for the instant they are han-ded. in, they are
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numbered, fyled, inlexed, minuted, and the period of deposit on the book, so that to all
intents and purposes as regards the securing the rights of the Depositor, the Registration
is effected from that moment, and as he can at all time have access gratis to his ded, ho
can in no way be injured by the Document being left for a less or greater period in a
place of perfect security, particularly as ho carries away with him a receipt shewing the
number of his Deed, and the period of Registration.

So satisfied, indeed, are some business men who understand the matter, that they have
left their Deeds unclaimed in the office, for ton or more years, knowing that in a.moment,
on application, they can get them þack.

Trusting that.these explanations will be deemed sufficient by lis Excellency the
Governor Generai, I would, in conclusion, respectfully remark, that I eau have no objec-
tion to the appointment of a Commission to examine into the working of the Office under
my care, if the Governmut consider it expedient. I was selected by Lord Metcalfe,
under veryunpleasant circumstances, to take charge of it, because ho was pleased to think
me eminently qualified for the post, particularly at a time when it would have been
dangero'us to the public interests to have placed an inexperienced person in charge of the
Department.

That I have conscientiously endeavoured, under most difficult and adverse circum-
stances, faithfully to discharge the duties confided to me, every unprejudiced man will
admit, and I unhesitatingly say, that there is not a business man having transactions with
the office who is not satisfied that under the present faulty system, the Departnent could
not be more satisfactorily conducted.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed,) G. JiH. RYLAND.

ET. PARENT, Esq.,
Assistant Provincial -Secretary, &c., &c.

(E)

CROwN LAw., DEPARTMENT,-
Ottawa, Oct. 26, 1866.

SiR,-I have the honor te inform you that I have received instructions from the
Honorable the Attorney General for Lower Canada to visit the Registry Office of -the
Registration Division of Montreal, under the provisions of the ninety-third and the one
hundred and eleventh sections of the thirty-seventh chapter of the Consolidated Statutes
for Lower Canada, (A) and that by a Commission (B) issued under the provisions of the
thirteenth chapter of the Consolidated Statutes.of Canada, I am directed to hold an enquiry
into a complaint against the alleged mismanagement of that office, made by Petition (C)
signed by several merchants and others of the City of Montreal.

So soon as my other duties will admit of my temporary absence from the Seat of
Government, I shall proceed to the performance of the 4uties imposed on me as above.
This will probably be shortly after the middld of November next.

I have the honor te be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant.

GEO. FUTVOYE.

G. H. RYLAND, Esq.,
Registrar, Montreal.



(F.)
REGISTERS FRom NOVEMBER lST, 1861 To NoVEMBER 23RD, 1866.

Sales and Obligations.

Register. No. f Date of first entry. tOfic Nmben given TQate of last entry.Vol. teInstruments.

B 60 July 15, 1861 30,284 to 31,65) Nov. 5, 1861
61 Nov. 5, 1861 31,647 to 32,333 Marçh 6, 1862
62 Oct. 18, 1861 31,549 to 32,741 May 6, 1862
63 March 16, 1862 * 32,334 ta 33;055 June 21, 1862
64 May 6, 1862 32,742 to 34.142 • Dec. 17, 1862
65 June 21, 1862 33,057 to 33,711 Oct. 13, 1862
66 Oct. 13, 1862 33,712 ta 34,317 Jan. 14, 1863
67 Jan. 14, 1863 34,318 ta 31,981 April 17, 1863
68 Dec. 18, 1862 34,155 to 35,614 July 20, 1863
69 April 17, 1863 34,982 ta 35,604 July 18, 1863
70 July 20, 1863 35,605 tu 36,286 Oct. 26, 1863
71 July 21, 1863 35,618 ta 36,954 Jan. 16, 1864
72 Jan. 18, 1864 36,955 te 38,162 May 27, 1864
73 Oct. 26, 1863 36,288 ta 36,991 Jan. 22. 1864

.74 Jan. 22, 1864 36,992 ta 37,661 Aril 8, 1864
75 April 6, 1864 37,662 ta 38,290 June 9, 1864
6 June 9, 1864 38.292 ta 38, 5 Aug. 27, 1864
7 May 27, 1864 38,167 ta 3 473 Oct. 22, 1864

78 Aug. 20, 1864 38,937 to . 9,668 Nov. 28, 1864
79 Nov. 3, 1864 39,573 ta 42,333 Feb. 9, 1865
80 Oct. 22, 1864 39,475 ta 40,503 Feb. 25, 1865,
81 Feb. 9, 1865 40,334 to 40,976 April 13, 1865
82 Feb. 25, 1865 40,505 to 41,574 June 21, 1865
83 April 13, 1865 40,977 .t 41,700 . July 5, 1865
b4 July 5, 1865 41,701 ,to 42,429 Oct. 17, 1865
85 June 21, 1865 41,575 to 42,532 Oct. 31, 1865
86 Oct. 19, 1863 42,433 ta 43,043 Dec. 30, 1865
87 , Oct. 31, 1865 42,534 to 43,688 Mar. 14, 1866
88 Dec. 31, 1865 43.044 to 43,592 Mar. 6, 1866
89 1(areb 9, 1866 43,593 to 44,218 May 19, 1866
90 March 6, 1866 43,965 10 44,745 Aug. 10, 1866
91 May 21, 1866 44,219 ta , 44,700 Alig. 4, 1866

Memnorials. ^

A 2 Dec. 13, 1847 889 to 1,448 July 26, 1866

WVills.

B A 3 Aug. 15, 1859 ,22,662 ta 33,101 June 27, 1862
4 July 21, 1862 >33,211 ta 43,138 Jan. 12, 1866.
5 June 22,- 1866 , 43,205 ta 44,5a7 July 24, 1866

Marriage Contracts.

B B G Ang. 21, 1860 ' 28,385 ta 33,534 • Sept. 10, 1862-
7 Sept. 12, 1862 33,543 ta 40,077 Jan. 3, 1865

Jan. 3, 1865 40,080 to 43,572 March 3, 1866
9 March 3, 1866 43,573 to 44,681 Aug, 1, 1866



- - -Judgmecnts.

Register. N •ofi Date of first entry. Officonumbers given Date of last entry.

B C 3 Nov. 3, 1858 24,788 to 3Z,744 April 1-1, 1864
4 April 18, 1864 37,786 to 45.216 j. Oct.' 15. 1866

Deeds of-Partnership.

D of C. 1 July 10,,1849 1 to 2,105 June- 2, 1865
4 Jue 6, 1865 2,706 to 3,040 July 24, 1866

D)ebentures.

D 'l * 'ug. 15, 1861 30,412 to 31,172 Aug. 15, 1861

(G)

ENQUIRY .INTO THE MANAGEMENT OF THE REGISTRY OFFICE OF THE
REGISTRATION DIVISION OF MONTREAL.

Any person desirous of giving evidence or information in relation to an enquiry now
being made by me, into the management of the above office, is requested to attend thereat
sny day, between the hours of 10 a.m., and 3 prn., from. now until the 10th instant.

GEO. FUTVOYE,
Commissioner under chap. 13 of the

Consolidated Statutes oj Canada.
REoISTRY OFFICE,

Montreal, 2nd January, 1867.

APPENDIX (H).

DEPOSITIONS, STATEMENTS, &C.

Index to Appendiz (H).

1. Williain MoIson. .13. Nathaniel S. Whitney.
2. William Darling. 14. James S. Hunter, N. P.
3. Theod Doucet, N. P. 15. John Redpath.
4. Hubert Paré. 16. Gilbert Scott.
5. Louis Boyer. 17. Joseph Belle, N. P.
6. John Frothingham. 18. Henry O. Andrews.
7. Charles S. Rodier. 19. Thomas W. Ritchie.
8. George H. Frothinghan. 20, Henry Lyman.
9. John Sinclair. 21. Joseph Barsalou.

10. Joseph E. O. Labadie, N. P. 22. Joseph Senez.
11. Thomas Workman. 23. Emmanuel Messier.
12. Edward M. Hoplins. 124. A. A. Wilson.



2,5. Isaae Jones Gibb, N. P.
26. Z. Chapeleau.
27. David Morrison.
28. John Pratt.
29. Olivier Berthelet.
30. Alfred Larocque.
31. A. W. Ogilvie.
32. A,ndrew Robertson.
33. Pierre Delorme.
34. Joseph Ant. Galarneau.
35. Louis Beaudry.
36. Arthur Fisher, M. D.
37. P. Macculloch.
38. John MeLennan.
39. E. E. Sholton.
40. Adolphe Roy.
41. J. A. Mathewson.
42. Joseph Leveillé.
43. Thomas Morland.
44t W. J. Patterson.
45. F. W. Torrance.
46. George W. Stephens.
47. Thomas Craig.

48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
.67.
68.
69.
70.

O. J. Devlin, N. P.
.Henry Jackson.
Thomas Ritchie.
W. F.-LighthalU, N. Pl.
J. H. Isaacson, N. J..
E. P. Freehette, N. P).
Charles Thibault.,
David Pelletier.
John Hoohihan.
Anthony Brogan.
J. A. Perkins.
J. A. L.vert,. N. P.
Benjanin Durand.
Joseph Senez.
Emmanuel Méssier.
John Whyte.
Alexander Cross, 'Q. C.
John Lloyd.
W. I. Ryland.
William Workipan.
J. W. Hopkins.
Thomas Rimmer.
(Yeorge Shaw.

'(No. 1.)

The deposition of WILLIAM MOLSoN, of the City of Montreal,' Esquire.
I am a large lansded proprietor in the City of Montrea]. f am one of the signers to

the Petition for an investigation into the management of the office of the Registrar for
the Registration Division of Montreal, which I signed at the request of some person whb
presented it to me at the Molson's Bank, and on a rumor that there was unnecessary delay
in the expediting business in that office. I signed it as many people sign petitions.

I have no complaint to make against the Registrar. I have never, to -my knowledge,
suffered hny loss by any defect in the registration of deeds affècting my properties. I
have no knowledge of the long delay mentioned in the second clause of the Petition. My
business, as to the security of my properties by proper deeds and registration is entrusted
to Messrs. Gibb & HuIt'r,* Notaries Pablic, of this City. In signing the Petition in
question, I did not read it, and was and am unacquainted with its details. I signed
simply at the request to'have anC investigation made. Mr. John Ogilvy, one of the
Directors of the Molson's Bank, wa4 one Qf,the persons who complained that his papers
could not be got out of the Registrar's office.

(Signed,) -WILLIAM MOLSON.
Sworn before me, àt the City of Montreal,

the 28th day of November, 1866.
(Signed,) -GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 2.)

The deposition of WILLIAM DAtING, of the City ofo&ontreal, Esquire.'
I am a landed proprietor of the City of Montreal, .and one of the signers to the

Petition for an investigation into the management of the Registry Office for the Rbegistra.
tion Division of Montreal. I am aware of the contents of that Petition, and was so at the

*Seo depositions Nos. 14 and 25.



time I signed it at the oard of Trade, by which body it wps prepared. Individually I
have been put to inconveniencoe by not being able to get from the Registry office for
periods varying from six, nine and twelve months (as stated to me by Ntaries whom i
have employed to pass deeds requiring registration), documents deposited there for regis.
tration. The Notaries I allude to are Théod Doucet, James Smith andI Gibb & Hunter.+
As far as I know at present I have not suffered from any irregularity in the registration of
deeds affecting any of my properties, nor am I aware of any irregularity existing.

Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal, (Signed,) M. DARLING.

the 28th day of November, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 3.)
The deposition of THEOD DoUCET, of the City of Montreal, Notary Public.
I am a proprietor of real estate in the City of Montreal, and as such, but more parti.

cularly as a Notary Public, have considerable business with the Registry Office for the
Registration Division of Montreal. I am not one of the aigners of-the Petition praying
for an investigation into that office. There was considerable delay in obtaining documents
from the Registrar's office until last spring, since which arrears have been worked up,
and I do not consider that a greqter delay is occasioned there than is entailed by the
system of registration established by law, which allows only a limited number of Registers
in which certain documents eau be transcribed after registration. I have not, nor am I
aware that any of my clients have suffered any loss or inconvenience from such delay,
except that a second copy of a notarial deed may have been required to obtain the Registrar's
duplicate certificate of registration at once in very pressing matters, and in whith cases
proof of registration was immediately shown.

(Signed,) T. DOtJCET.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 28th day of November, 1866.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(Tranlation.] (No. 4.)
The deposition of HUBERT PAit, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I am proprietor of real estate in the City of Montreal, and have had lusiness- with

the Registrar of the Registration Division of Montreal, to enregister my deeds. I signed
the petition seeking an enquiry into the management of the above Registrar's Office,
because some one presented it to me, and I had heard say that there were complaint.
against that office; but individually I have. never suffered any loss, but I have been. t
the office several times for deeds that I had left there, without being able to get them a-
they were not ready. I have no complaint to make against the Registrar personally
Whenever I have been to that office I have found there either the Registrar or'his Deputy
and further deponent saith not.

(Signed,) H1UBERT PARÉ.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

this 29th day of November, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

*Seo depositions Nos. 3, 14 and 25,



(No. 5.)

The deposition of Louis BoYER, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I am a large proprietor of real estate in the City of Montreal, and as such have much

business with the Registry Office for the Registration Division of Montreal. I am one of
the signers to the petition, as shewn by my real signature attached to it. The only coi-
plaint I have to make against the office of the Registrar is the long time before whicli
deeds can bô got theréfrom after registration. The deeds 44,329, 44,360, 44,540, the
first enregistered on the 6th of June, and the two last on the 11th August last, were with-
drawn by me only to day. My son can tell whether they had been applied for before.*
I have never suffered from any irregularity in the registration of deeds, but have suffered
some inconvenience from the delay in the transcription of deeds in that office.

And further deponent saith not.
(Signed,) LOUIS BOYER.

Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,
the 29th day of November, 1866. .

(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,
Commissioner.

(No. 6.)

The deposition of JoN FROTIUNGHAM, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I am a proprietor of considerable real property in the City of Montreal, and as such

have had business with the Registry Office in question, but my transactions with that
office are generally attended to by my Notary, Théod Doucet, Esquire, or by M. M. Gibb &
Hunter.t I am one of the signers to the petition above mentioned, which I signed in
consequence of the general complaint that the delay in obtaining from that office docu-
ments deposited for registration was toc great. I have never suffered by any irregularity
in the registration of Deeds in that office nor by the delay in returning documents, except
the inconvenience resuting therefrom. I do not know of any case in which a deed has
been detained six or eight months in the Registrar's office after deposit therein. I am
not personally aware that the Registrar ias not been for some years pasta resident of the
City of Montreal nor that ho has.‡ The petition was, I believe, brought to .my store for
signature, and I signed it as people generally sign such petitions, knowing theù general
tenor without entering into details.

(Signed), JOHN FROTHINGHAM.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 29th day of November, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 7.)

The deposition of CHARLES SERAPHIN RoDIER, of the City of Montreal, Esquire,
Advocate.

I am the owner of considerable reai property in the City of Montreal, of which
Municipality I have been four years the Mayor, and was during more than twelve years a
member of the City Council, and am well acquainted with nearly all the landed proprietors
in the City. As a proprietor I have had business with the Registry Office, both directly
and through the medium of my Notàries,§ Mr. Belle, Mr. Fréchette and others, and have

Mr. Boyer, juur., was called on several times, but falled to attend.-G. F.
f Vide depositions Nos. 3 and 14.
‡ Vide appendix K.
ê Seo depositions Nos. 19 and, 53.
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never had occasion to complain of any irregularity or negligence in the registration of
deeds there deposited for that purpose. On the contrary, I have received every attention
there, and recollect that on one occasion, having lost the'licket given to me at the time of
deposit of a deed, it was carefully looked for and delivered to me duly enregistered. As
regards the delay þetween registration or deposit, and the delivery after transcription, I
have myself often requested the Registrar to take time rather than. exposing myself to
error by hurryi4g them through. I have never suffered any loss by the conduct of that
office, and am quite satisfied with the management of the same.

(Signed,) CHS. 8. RODIER.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 29th day df November, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOE,

Commissioner.

(No. 8.)

The deposition of 0 EoRGE Il. FROTHINGHAM, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I own real property in the City of Montreal. I am one of the signers. to the Petition

for an investigation into the management of the Registry Office in' the City of Montreal.
I am not a member of the Board of Trade, but am a merchant doing extensive business
in the City of Montreal. I have had business with that office for the registration of
deeds, and have no roason to complain of anything, except the delay in obtaining
deeds after their being deposited for registration, and in their being trauseribed into the
Regiuters, extending to three or four months. I know nothing as to the Registrar's
residence,* in or out of the City, or of his attendance ~at his office. Whenever I have
been te the office my business has been transacted by some person in attendance. The
same delay does not exist in the City of Boston, where deeds can be returned within two
or three days.t I consider that a system which may work well in the country parts would
not suit a large city like Montreal. I am not acquainted with the requirements of the
Registry Law. I am one of the officers of the Moutreal Permanent Building Society.

(Signed,) GEORGE .H. FROTHINGHAM.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

.the 30th day of Nov., 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 9.)

The deposition of JOhN SINCLAIR, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
Property owned by me in the City of Montreal requires me to have business with the

Registry Office for the due protection of my interests, by the registration of my deed3,
which, however, has been attended to by my Attorney, F. W. Torrance,‡ Esquire. Per-
sonally I have no complaint ta make against the management ot that Registry Office, but
there is a general complaint abroad that the delay in the transcription of documents there
registered is too great.

(Signed,) JOHN SINCLAIR.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 30th day of November, 1860.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

Vide Appendix K.
t See Appendix Q.
‡ See deposition No. 45:



(No. 10.)

Tho deposition of JosErni E. O. LABADIE, of the City of MontrFal, Esquire, Notary
Public.

I am a proprietor of real cstate in the City of Montrea, and ab such as well as in My
capacity of Notary have frequent business with the Registry Office and have no rcason to
complain of the management of that office, tut great inconvenience is experienced by the
delay in the transcription of registercd deeds, but this is attributable to the system by
which the number of legisters is limited, rather than to any negligence on the part of the
Registrar, who lias always politely attended to any b siness I have had with the office.
Neither myself nor any of my clients have to my knowle ge sufferedby any irregularity in the
registration of deeds in that office, nor in searches there made. In any case where im-
mediate use of an enregistered document has been required,- the inconvenience bas been
removed by the party taking a second copy of the deed and obtaining a duplicate certificate
of registration from the Registrar.

(Signed,) J1. E. O. LABALDIE.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

tho.30th day of November, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOY E,

Commissioner.

(No. 11.)

The deposition of TuomAs WORKMAN, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
Deeds of property which I hold in the City of' Montreal, are re:istered in the Regis-

try Office for the Registration Division of iMontreal. They have gencrally been registered
by my Notaries, Théod Doucet and Gibb & Hunter,* but eue was taken to the Registry
Office.by myself, it being a discharge of a mortgage on a property in, Cadieux Street. It
was left by me at the Registry Office on the 3rd July, 1865, and I was told by the person
who received it, that it would b thrce menths before I could get ,the deed back. To the
best of my knowledge, it was nearly five months before the decd was returned to me,
after repeated applications beyond the expiration of the three nonths. I have no com-
plaint to make against the Registrar or his employeces for any want of courtesy towards me.
Ithink some change in the systemn should be made, by which deeds could be received back
in a shorter time. Wlhen I signed the petition 1 was under the impression that the Re-
gistrar resided at a greater distance than the limits prescribed by statute. I am credibly
informed that he is now a houscholder in the City of Montreal. It was Geo. W.
Stephens, Edvocate, who asked me to sign the petition, having the name of his father,
Harrison Stephens, at the head. It was in the public street.

(Signed,) THOMAS WTORKMAN.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreai,

the 5th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo*FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.,

(No. 12.)

The deposition of EDWARD M. HoPKINS, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I am one of the signers'to the petitioà for investigation into the management of the

Registry Office in the City of Montreal, in which, from the fact of my being a proprietor
of real estate in that city, I have several deeds registered, which have been deposited

* Sec depositions Nos. 3 and 14.



there by my Notaries, Smith, Doucet,* Lunter and Griffin. The complaint I have to
nake is the delay in getting from the office deeds there deposited for registration, extend-
inz, in some cases, as I have been told by my agents, to cight or dine months. On one
occasion I was informed by Mr Ritchie,t Advocate, that on application at the Registry
Office he had learned that there were no Hens on the properties of Gerard Lorner, which
afterwards turned out to be incorrect, but fortunately I did not depend on that in-
formation as I heard to the contrary ejsewhere, and, therefore, I lost nothing by snch
erroneous information I am not aware whether Mr. Ritchie‡ made a search at the Regis-
try Office, except from what he told me 1 have also to complaiu of the heavy fecs charged
bv the Registrar, but am not aware whether such fees are sanctioned by law. In the case
of the sale of the property of F. F. Mullins, situate on Commissioner Street, the Shcriff
deducted from. the claim of Sir George Simpson's Estate, more than one hundred pounds
lor les to the Registrar. No application was made to the Court to establish the correct-
ness of the fees charged. I signed the petition with a view to obtain a revision of the
system. EDWD. M. HOPKINS.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 5th day of Dccember, 1866.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 13.)

The deposition 0f NATHANIEL S. WHITNEY, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I am one of the signers to the petition asking for an investigation into the manage-

ment of the Registry Office at Montreal. I hold no property in the Registration Division
of Montreal, but acting as Agent of the Estate Mills, have business with the Registry
Office in Montreal.' The book-keeper in my office, Mr. Gravel, bas transacted My business
vith that office, The petition in question originated with the Board of Trade, as a mem-

ber of which I signed it, as it was reported that deeds were detained in the Registrar's
Office too long a period after deposit there, varying from three to six months. Besides
this delay I know of no complaint, and have none to make against the Registry Office.

(Signed,) N. S. WIITNEY.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 6th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,). GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 14.)

The depozition Of JAMES STEWART HUNTER, of the City of Montreal, Esquire,
Notary Publie.

In my capacity of Notary Public, and as proprictor of real property, in the City of
Montreal, , baye considerable business with tie Registry Office. I have nover seen the
petition asking for an investigation into that office. My clients complain of the long
detention of deeds in the Registrar's Office, extendiug fron three to five months. A
certificate granted to my partner, Isaac Joncs Gibb, relative to his properties, showed
that several mortgages still remained qndischarged, whereas discharges had been previously
registered. but not marked in the margin as required by law. Such bas occurred with
reference to several other such certificates of which I have itade no special note. I am

Vide depositions 3 and 14.
† Vide deposition 19.
‡ Sec Mr. Ritchie's statement, Nos; 19 and 50.



pt aware of any person having suffered from negligence ,in thteeegistering of deeds, or
by the certificates granted on bearch. Muoh inconvenience is suffered from the great
delay in some cases in getting certificates of search, but I tannot say whether this proceeds
from negligence in the office or not. I do not recollect being put to any inconvenience
from the absence of the Registrar or bis D.puty from the office during the prescribed
offico bours, but it has happened that I have had to send twice to get a certificate from
both being, absent, but I cannot remember any special case. 'I consider that the present
system would be greatly improved and the delay complained of removed, by the adopting
in Lower Canada the plan which I believe is now followed in Upper Canada, of having
every document for enregistration prepared on uniform paper, and deposited with the
Registrar in duplicate, one to be certified by him, and the other to remain of record in the
Registry Office.

(Signed,) J. S. HUNTER.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 6th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 15.)
The deposition of Jous REDPATH, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
Much real property is owned by me in the City of Montreal, and the deeds relating

to themare registered in the Registry Office for the Division, of which Mr. Ryland is
Registrar. They have been generally deposited by my notary, Jas. S. Hunter, Esq.*
The only complaint I have to mako is the delay in getting deeds from the Registry Office,
after deposit there for regisfration. This delay bas extended to the best of my knowledge
from four Io six months. I do not recollect ever getting any deed from my Notary in
less than four months after be told me it was in the bands of the Registrar. I am not
aware of my having suffered loss from any error committed in the Registrar's office, nor
of any error having been made there.

(Signed,) J. REDPATH.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 6th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo, -FIUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

No. 16.
The deposition of GILBERT SCOTT, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I have had a few transactions with the Registry Office in the city of Montreal, in

connexion with property I own in the Registration Division of Montreal. I have never
suffered from, nor do I know of, any negligence or error committed in that office. I. have
always received every attention and politeness from the Registrar, bis deputy or clerks,
whenever I have had business there. I was requested by a Mr. Whitehead to sign the
petition for an investigation into the Registry Office, but I declined, observing that I
believed tbatthe office was managed as well as could be under the requirements of the
present Registry Law. The only complaints I have ever heard have been against the
delay in effecting the transcription of deeds after deposit in the Registry Office.

(Signed,) GILBERT SCOTT.
Sworn before me,-at the City of Montreal,

the 6th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner .

e See Deposition No. 14.



(No. 17.)

The deposition of JOSEPH BELLE, of tho&City of Montreal, Esquire, Notary Public.
Professionally I have business with the Registry Office almost every day, to offect the

Registration of deeds executed before me as a Notar-y Public. I larve nover had any diffi.
culty with cither the legistrar, his deputy or clerks, but have always had My business
there attended te with politeness and alacrity. The delay often complained of in getting
the deeds from, the Registrars cannot in nmy opinion and from ny experience as a Notary
Publie, be avoided under the requirements of the present Registry Law. Neither myself
nor any of my clients have ever suffered nny loss from any inaccuracy or error in the reg-
istration of deeds or searches made in the Registry Office in question. I know'of no deed
deposited by me for registration having been detained longer than was necessary under the
present system. I am not aware of any irregularity in tho attendance of the Registrar, or
bis deputy, during the office hours, and know that they have remained at the office till a
late hour in the day on inany occasions.

Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal, (Signed,) J. BELLE.

the 7th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 18.)

The deposition of HiNy OGDEN ÀNDREWS, o1 the City of Montreal, Esquire,
Advocate.

I have frequently business with the Registry Office for the Registrafion Division of
Montreal, both far myselfand clients. I have never experienced any difficulty with the
Registrar or bis deputy or clcrks, cither with regard to registration, searches or any
information souglit by me, and I have always bad free access, so far as the law admits,
to the books in that office, wbiùh I have found in good order and well kept. My busi-
ness there bas always been attended to with politeness, civility and promptitude. t I have
heard mplaints made as to delays in getting deeds back fron the Registry Office, but I
bave in riably given ail parties to understand that they were attributable to the system,
and not to e office. I am of opinion that the present systen might be so tanged, as
regards the la e cities, as to meet the interests of the numerous proprictors who, for the
protection of Ih ir rights, necessarily have to enregister deeds. Those deposited by me
for registration ve ai ays been returned to me without any unnecessary delay, and I
cannot say that I r an of my clients have ever suffered fromn any inaccuracy or error in any
registration or se reh Z(ode in the Registry Office of wiich Mr. Ryland is. Registrar. I
have reason to be ieve that attendance i' given at the Registry Yffice beyond the hours
required by law I decline*d signing the Petition in question, which I considered
unnecessary, and I so told Geo. W. Stephens, who asked me to do so.

(Signed,) H, O. ANDREWS.
ç Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 7th day of December, <1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 19.)

The deposition of TiroMs -W. RItCaIE, of the City of Montreal, Esquire, A dvocate.
I hold real property in the City of Montreal. I am not one of the signers to the

Petition in question, for I delined signing it when requested by Gpo. W. Stephens, Esq.,
as I had always met with every attention and civility in my transactions with the Registry



ifice, and did not consider it necessary for me te aigu it. With regard to the statement
?f Mr. Hopkins, in bis deposition (12), I recollect that in a transaction had between the

lludson's Bay Company and Gerard Lemer, Mr. Hopkins requested me to make enquiry
&t the Registry Office about the charges against Mr. Lomer's property, which I did, but
Ùid not take or require a certificate. I mentioned to Mr. Hopkins that in a projet of
certificate which had been there made out upon the supposition that I wanted a certificate,

ne-charge upon Mr. Lomer's properties had been omitted, -but sucb preliminary draft of
ertificate had not then been verified, ur, as above stated, was any certificate granted te

or even required by me. I undgrstood that such draft had been prepared by a clerk in'
.Ihe office and had not een submtted to the Registrar for verification. I bave Do cdam-
plaint to make of any error ever being committed in the Registry Office. The only com-
plaint I know of is the delay in the transcription of deeds into the Registers, which I
plwnys considered should be imputed to the systemn which limits the number of books that
,an bo used at the same time. I have never suffered from such delay.

(gned,) T[IOS. W. RITCH1E.
worn before me, at the'City of Montreal,

the 10th day of Decemnber, 1866.
(Signed,) GEO. FU'TVOYE,

Coinmissioner

(No. 20.)

The deposition of HENRY LYMAN, of the City of Montreal, Esquire. r
As holder of real property in the'city of Montreal, I have iad business with the

egistry Office therein. From my personal knowledge. I have no reason to complain of
he management of that. office.* I have hcard, as a matter of common report, that too

great a delay takes place bçtween the tiue of deposit of deeds and getting them back after
ranscription. Thç petition in question originated with, and was prepared by a Com-
ittee of the Council of the' Board of Trade, on representations made to the Board or
rade by merchants and othere of the importance of an investigation. My documents,

equiring registration, have been entrusted to J. S. Hlunter,t T. Doucet or Perkins &
.tephens. lu the case of a deed to Mrs. John Leeming (Annie Coates), from Charles
Alexander and myself, I failed te collect in due tiec the half year's interest due under
hat deed, as I could not get it in time from the Registrar's office. I believe such balf
er's interest was due on lst August, and the deed had remained in the Registrar's office
ince the passing of it before Gibb and Ilunter, as the date of its passing' and enregistra.
ion, the latter being April 8, 1865, and the former on the 4th April, ;865, will show.

(Signed,) .HENRY LYMAN.
iworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 11th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE.

Commissioner.

(No. 21.à

Thedeposition et JOSEPH BARSALOU, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
As a proprietor o? real estate-in the City of Montreal, I have to complain of the

Selay in the transcription and return of deeds deposited in that office. I prôduce deposit
lickets (Nos. 44,066-7), for deeds deposited in Aptit last, and which deeds have net yet

een returned te me, but I am not aware whuiether they were ready. They ibre not so four
r five weeks ago when I called for them, at least I was so informed by the »eputy Regis-

* See appendix R.
† Vide depositions 3 and 14.



trar.* I have never lost anything by negligence or inaccuracies in the registration of
deeds ut that Registry Office. I am one of the signers to the petition in question. I au
a member of tho Board of Trade.

(Signcd,) J. J3ARSALOU.
Sworn beforo me ut the City of Montreal,

the llth day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 22.)

The deposition of Josazu SENEZ, of the City of Montreal, clerk,

With reférence to the deposition (21) made by Joseph Barsalou, yesterday, the 11Ût
December instant, the úndersigned deposeth and saith, that the documents in question
were transcribed by Mr. Messier and himself in Register B. Vol. 89, which book way.
commenced on the sixteenth of August, and according to our uniform rate of writing,
Mr. Barsalou's documents must have been transcribed and ready for delivery on or about
the sixteenth day of September last.

-(Signed,) JOSEPHI SENEZ.
Sworn before me at the City of Montreal,

the 12th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEO, IUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 23.)

The deposition of EMMANUEL MESSIEa, of the City of Montreal, Esquire, Notary.
I am one of the transcribing clerks in tb.e Office of the Registrar for the Registration

Division of Montreal. With reference to the deposition (21) made by Joseph Barsalou,
yesterday, relative to deedsdeposited by him in April last for registration, those documenu
were transcribed by Mr Senez and myself in Register B., vol. 89, which book was con.
menced on the sixteenth day of August last, .nd ccording to our uniform rate of wrnting,
Mr. Barsalou's documents must have been transe Sed and ready for delivery on or about
the sixteenth day of September last.

(Signed,) EMMANUEL MESSIER.
-Sworn before me, ut the City of Montreal,,

the 12th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 24.)

The dephition of AIeetNDER k. WILSON, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.

The signature tUe petition shown to me, is apparently my genuine signatare, bn
I have nothing to say relative to the Registry Office. I have, however, no recollection of
having signed any sueh petition, nor had I reason for so doing.

(Signed,) A. A. WILSON.
Sworn before me, ut the City of Montreal,

this 12th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

. Commisgi2ne.

* See depositions Nos. 22 and 23.



(No. 25.)

The deposition of IsAAo JONES GIBB, of tho City of Montreal, Esquire, Not4ry
Pnblic,

I am proprietor of real estate in the City ,of Montreal, and as such as well as in my
capacity of Notary Public, have transactions with the Registry Ofice. On the 80th
November, 1863, I obtained from the Registry Office a certificate of the entries relating
to transactions entered into by Mrs. Mary Louisa Adams, my wife. This 'certificate
related to twenty-three entries (including four quittances) ; but against noue of which
remaining nineteen entries was ,any entry of dischýrgo made, although in fact seven
discharges had previously to that date of such certificate been registered. On pointing
out ta the Registrar these deficiencies, the entries of dis.harge in the margin were added
ta complete the certificate. I am not aware whether the entries had or had not been
made in the Registers, not having access tW them. I am of opinion that the only remedy
that can be applied to prevent the great delay complained of in getting back deeds
deposited for registration would b an alteration in the law which limits the number of
Registers to be in use. Further improvements ought ta be made by a change in the
system generally., The requisition fur the above mentioned certificate was made by me
verbally and personally.

(Signed,) I. J. GIBBW
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 12th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 26.)
( Trnslation.)

The deposition of ZEPMIRI CHAPELEAU, of the City of Montreal, bookseller.
I own real estate in the City of Montreal, and therefore have had business with the

Registry Office of that city. I fiLd that the delay between the time of the deposit of docu-
ments for registration and the time of getting thum back is too great, seldom can snoh
documents be got back under three or fi.r monthe. At the present time I have, in the
Registry Office, a document deposited there un the 26th September last, and which the
Registrar told me would not be ready in less than three moiths. This delay is the only
thing of which I have to complain. I think that sueh a change in the law as would allow
the Registrar to employ a greater number of copyists by having more books in use at the
same time, would afford a remedy to the defect in the present system.

TSigned,) Z. CHAPELEAU.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

this 18th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 27.)

The deposition of DAVID Mo&RRsoN, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I own real property in the City of Montreal, and am one'of the signers to a petition

for an'investigation into the management of t'he Registry Office for the Registration Divi-
sion of Montreal,.in which I-have several deeds registered. My impression has always
beau that deeils à posited for registration ought to be ready for re-delivery in a less time than that
generally taken there, sometimes extènding to five or six months. I have never auffered by the
di'ay ab,-e mentioned. AU the deeds I have depositod for registration were deeds passed
before James Smith, Esquire, N. P., but deposited by myself for registration, for each of



which I received from the Registrar a ticket showing the date of deposit, and the number
of each one as deposited. I am not aware of the cause of the delay. Whenever I went
to the Registry Office I have found some one to attend to the business. I have-no other
complaint except the delay. I nigned the petition in the office of Perkins & Stepheps, by
the latter of whom I was requested to sign it. I have no reason to believe that the Ret
gistry Offici is unsafe in the hands of Mr. Ryland ; but I think that it would be right
that the system should be so changed as to admit of more books being in use at the same
time, and thus expedite the transcription of registered deeds. -

Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal, 'ied, DAVID MORRISON.

the 13th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 28.).

The deposition Of JOHN PRATT, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
Property within *the Division for which Mr. Ryland is Registrar is owned 'by me.

As auch proprietor I have had business with the Registry Office. I find that we have to
wait very long before we get deeds out of the Registry Office after their deposit for regis-
tration there. This delay extends to four or five months. As regards the Registrar
himself I have no c'omplaint to make, nor have ever suffered from any error or irregularity
in registering, or in searches made in the office.

(Signed,) JOHN PRATT.
Sworn before me ut the City of Montreal,

the 27th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 29.)

The deposition of OLIvrBa BERTHELET, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
Considerab!e property in the City cf Montreal, is owned by me, or is represented by

me. In that capacity I have frequently business with the Registry Office in that city.
I have no complaint te make against the Registrar or his Deputy or employés, from all of
whom I have received every attention and politeness, but I ha\ve to complain of the great
delay in the transcription of deeds after deposit for registration. This is attributable, in
my opinion, to the eystem which under the law, limits the number of volumes in use at
one and the same time. As the great majority of deeds requiring registration are "Sales "
and '" Obligations," a remedy could, in my opinion, be found in a legal enactment te ex-
tend for the registration of such deeds, the Registers te a greater number, so as te allow
more writers to be employed in transcribing at the same time. On one occasion I had,
however, te com'plain of what I considered an overcharge, claimed from me by the Sheriff
of Montreal, as paid by him te the Registrar in the case of Bertrand, the particulars of
which will be found in the record of the cause (No. 2,934), by which the Sheriff suad me
for an amount, disallowed by the judgment of the Coart. This, suit was-brought to ob-
tain the opinion of the Court as te the correctness of the, charges. I signed the petition,
as many others had doue, to effect a change in the system.

(Signed,) O. BERTHELET.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 27th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.
-J



(No. 30.)

The deposition of ALFRED LAROCQUE, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I am one of the signers to the petition for an investigation into the management of

the Registry Office in the City of Montreal, with which I, as a proprietor of real estate,
have occasion to transact business in the registration of deeds affecting such property.
The main thing I bave to complain of is the delay in getting back deeds deposited for re-
gistration, extending at the time of signing the petition to five or six mouths. That pe-
tition was in the course of signature during ladt winter. In the registration of deeds and
in obtaining searches, I am not aware of ever having suffered from any error or irregular-
ity. I have been to the Registry Office during the legal hours to enregister deeds and
have found no one there to receive them, and bave had to call a second time, but I cannot
mention any particular case, nor am I aware of having thereby lost any right or privilege.
Whenever I have there met the Registrar or his deputy, I have been treated very courte-
ously by them. I have always been inclined to attribute the delay, rather te the sydtem
than to any want of attention on the part of the Registrar, but I am not well acquainted
with the working of the present Registry Law.

' (Signed,) A. LA.ROCQUE.
Sworn before me, at the Ciiy of Montreal,

the 27th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 51.)
The deposition Of ALEXANDER WALKER OGILVIE, Of the City Of Montreal, Es.

quire.

I own a good deal of real property in the City of Montreal, and for the security of
which the deeds relating thereto are registered in the Registry Office of which Mr. Ryland
is the Registrar. I signed the petition in question because I considered that the delays
in getting back deeds from that office were ipjurious to those depositing them. I have to
complain of one deed of property acquired by me at Sheriff's sale in January last. After
numerous applications at the Sheriff's Office for the deed, I was told that it was delayed in
the Registrar's Office.* The deed of sale now produced by the Registrar, as having been
made out by the Sheriff in Novembor last and deposited for registration on the thirteenth
of that month, is the deed te which I allude. It is the sale of the property of Magloire
Lefebvre, of Lachine. I cannot now refer to any other particular case of delay, but I
consider tha't by some other system, by which more writers could be employed to transcribe
deeds, a great evil now complained of iwould be removed. I have never suffered by any
inaccuracy or error in the registration of deeds, oi searches made in the office, not do I
know of any such case.

Since Mr. Warwick Ryland bas been Deputy-Registrar, I bave always received the
greatest attention and politeness, and had every satisfaction when transacting business at
tiet office. I repeat that my only complaint is of the great delay in the transcription of
deeds.

(Signed,> A. W. OGIL VIE.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 27th day of December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 82.)
The deposition of ANDREW RoBERTSON, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I own real estate in the City of Montreal. The petition in question was, I think,

See Appendix, S. 2.



signed by me, at the requisition of Mr. John Ogilvy, whopresented it to me, stating that
there was too much delay in getting deeds registcred in th'Registry office, inwhich extra
assistance was required. I signed it as most such petitions are signed. I have no com-
plaint to make against the Registrar, but I think that some mode of registration should
be adopted, by which less delay would be occasioned in the registration of deeds.

(Signed,) ANDREW ROBERTSON.
Sworn béforetie, at the City of Montrial,

the.27th day of Deerfiber, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(Traslation.) (No. 33.)
The deposition of PIERRE DELoRME, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
As the proprietor of real estate in the City of Montreal, [ have had transactions at

the Registry Office in this city. I have -iever suffered loss from any negligence of the
Registrar, nor from any error in the registration of documents, nor in searches which I
have-had made there. I have to complain if the delay in that office in entering in the
registers the documents deposited for registration; this delay extends sometimes to four or
five months. Several times I have been told in that office that a document there deposited
by me for registratioi would be ready at a fixed time, and at the expiration of that d-elay
it was not ready. I do not understand English sufficiently well to make my deposition in
that language. I am not a member of the Board of Trade. I signed the potition as a.
trader, at my own shop, where it was presented to me.

(Signed,) PIERRE DELORME.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 29th day of December, 1866. .
(Signed,) GEo. FU VOYE,ed') Commissioner.

(Trandation.) (No. 34.)
The deposition Of JoSEPH ANTOINE GALARNEAU, Of the City of Montreal, Esquire,

Advocate.

The petition in question was not signed by me, but as I am tho owner of real estate
an(d an Advocate, I have had much business in those. two capacities with the Registry
Office. I have to complain of the great delay in the Registry Office in obtaining docu-
ments left there for registration. l a case in which I deposited a notice of mortgage
against the property oftJoseph Vailkncoart, in the month of December, 1864, I dir not
get it beck from the office until the end of ,iïne months, because on several occasions,
within three months after its deposit, I was told at the otace .hat it was not ready. The
-deed of sale of a property which I bought of François Riendau was left at the office by
myself about the end of November, 1865, r.nd I could not get it back until the month of
April last, or towards the end of Marc'. In the month of June, 1865, I applied for a
certificate of seareh as tô mortgages against the property of Narcisse Raymond, and I
did not get it for nine days, and a certificate for the Building Society relative to the same
properties was not ready for five days. These searches only referred te two properties. I
have no other complaint te make against the Registry Office, except the delay which has
caused me many walks but no damage.

(Sigued,) J. J.. G;A.lÂBNEAU.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 3lst day of December, 1866. . .

CommisrCner.



(No. 35.)

The deposition of Louis BEAUDiRY, of the City of Montreal, Esquire. 0

I am proprietor of real estate in the City of Montreal, and as such have had to register
eeds in the Registry Office in that city. I signed the Petition in question because Mr.

sienry Jackson informed me that a certificate obtained by him from the Registry Office,
elative to a charge on bis property in Cornwall Terrace, part of which was purchased by
e, had an omission of a discharge of mortgage of twyelve thousand pounds thereon ; such

discharge of niortgage being duly enregistered in that office. For further particulairs I
1efer to Mr. Jackson,* as individually I have no occasion to make any special complaint.

(Signed,) L. BEAUDRY.
Bworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 3lst day of Deeember, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOTE,

Commissioner.

(No. 36.)

The deposition of ARTIIUR FISHERt, of the City of Montreal, Esquire, M.D,
I represent real property in the City of Montreal, and as such have had business Vith

'the Registry Office in that city, in which deeds for such pro.perty re enregistered. I
have no reason personally to co.mplain of any delay in that office, bu from general rumor
have thought some steps were necessary to securo more despateh i the enregistration of

eeds, and I, therefore, signed the Petition asking for an inv est' ation. I have neyer
suffered any loss from error or irregularity in the registratio of deeds there or in-

ertificates of searches made there. I know-of no case of any such suffering.

(Signed,) ARTHUR FISHER.
eworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 3rd day of. December, 1866.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 37.)

The deposition of FERDINAND MAcCULLoCH, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.

I do not own any real estate in the Registration Division of Montreal. All my
ansactions with the Registry Office art, doue through professional men, either my Lawyer

r Notary,' so that personally I bave little to pay relating to the management of the
egistry Office beyond the delay in getting batk deeds depcsited for registration. I think,
I believe the public here in general does, that some change in the system might be

dopted which would ensure a more rapid copying of deeds deposited for rcgistration. I
ave not suffered from any erroneous enregistration or incorrect certificate of search in

he Registry Office of Montreal. The only recollection I have of signing the peition in
uestion is of having signed a petition for an investigation into the system of registration,
resented to me by some person whom I do not recollect.

(Signed,) F. MACCUiLOCUI.
worn before me, at the City ôf Moutreal,

the 3rd day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE

Commissioner.

•id. deposition No. 49.



(No. 38.)

The deposition of JOHN MCLENN&N, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.

The petition for an enquiry into the managemefit of the Registry Office in Montieal,
was signêd by me, in my capacity ofPresident of the Board of Trade, by which body it was
prepared, at the request of some of its members, with a view to causing suoh modifications
in the Registry law as would adinit of deeds being returned from the Registry Office in z
less time than' ats present. Individually I have no complaint to make against th(
Registrar or his employees, into whose-office business had never before this led me. . The
subject of the petition was brought before the Board of Trade by Mr. Darling, as fat
as I can recollect, and those who principally urged the matter at the quarterly meeting
were M.M.Henry Lyman,* and J. L. Beaudry. Mr. Ogilvy spoke to me on the subject,
urging on the petition in my capacity of Chairman of the Board of Trade. Deeds enre.
gistered by me through Mr. Hunter, N. P., or my )awycr, Mr. Robertson, have been
returned to me without any difficulty.

(Signed,) J. McLENNAN.
Sworn before me, at the City of Mlontreal,

the 3rd day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOTE,

Commissioner.

(No. 39.)
The deposition of ELIJAn EDMUND SEIELTON, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
As proprietor of real estate in the City of Montreal, I have had business with the

Registry Office for the registration of deeds relating to my properties. I have no con.
plaint to make against the-Registrar or his Deputies, from whom I have always received
the greatest attention and politeness, but I think by a change of the system much greater
facilities might be afforded to the holders of real property te have their deeds enregistered
and returned in a shorter time than is at present required. I am not well acquainte«
with the Registr.y La-r or its requirements ; but if, as I am told, it limits the numberi.
Registers in use at nne .nd the same time, I think amendments are required to it as
regards the populous cities - Montreal and Quebec. In many instances I have had to
wait several months for the ieturn of a deed deposited for registration. Opportuniti*e
for good investments are often lost by the delay in getting a statement of the charges upon
any particular property, and from the want of a system by which the state of any indivi.
dual property may be found without reference to the whole of the properties of the owner.
I would suggest that in any change in the Registry Law, certificates of search should
contain discharged mortgages with the naines of the Notaries before whorm the discharges
were granted. I signed the petition in, question without reading it when it was-presente
to me, with a request to aid in obtaining a change in the provisions of the Registry Law,
among which I would recommend that the index should be kept in purely alphabetic
order, like a dictionary, and that a separate Register should be opened for names comW
mencing with the same letter.

(Signed,) E. E. SHFLTON.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 4th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No.,40.)

The'deposition of ADOLPHE Roy, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.

From what I have seen in the press and heard in towiaof the delay under the pre.

Bée deposition No. 20, and Appendix R.



ent registration system, I deemed it right to sign a petition for an investigation into-the
management of the Registry Office, against which, however, personally, I have no coi-
âÏaint ta make. ,

(Signed,) 'ADOLPHE _ Ioy.
worn before me at the City of Montreal,

the 5th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE

Commissioner.

(No. 41.)

The'deposition of JAMES ADAMS MATHEWSON, of the City of Montreal,.Ësquire.
I own property in the City of Montreal, and consequently have had business with

e Registry Office in question, and have experienced great delay in getting documebts
m that office after deposited there for registration. As regards the Registrar hiniself
his employees, I have no complaint ta make. I have never suffered any loss, so far as

Xnow know, from inaccuracy in registration or error in certificate of search at that office.
]qconceive that the system by which charges -against individual properties may, by'proper
>ans of Registration Divisions and of the properties therein, be ascertained, and which

Vam <glad to learn are now in course of preparation, willgreatly obviato the inconveniences
hw complained of. I am a member of thé Board.of Trade. I signed the petition at the
;.quest of some person whom I cannot now remember distinctly.

(Signed,) JAMES ADAMS MATHEWSON.
Ëorn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 5th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEO. FUT.VoYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 42.)

The deposition of JOSEPH Lf.VE1LLÉ, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I am owner of real property in the City of Montreal, and as such have had business

,ththe Registry Office ta enregister deeds relating thereto, more partioularly a deed of
e from Alfred Savage ta Joseph Léveillé, about twelve years ago, deposite.d for regis-
tion. I have lost the ticket given to me at the time of deposit, and have, therefore,
a unable to get back my deed. I have offered ta pay any expenses but cannot get the
d. I have been at the office three times since the deposit, once being six months after
h deposit, and the last tinie, after waiting half an hour and offering tu pay any expenses,
Deputy Registrar, Mr. W. Ryland, went into another room and gave me no answer.

e deed is stili in the Registrar's Office. • I offered to give my reccipt for the document,
t he gave me no answer. Mr. Simard, my Notary, who passed the Acte offered to go with
ta get it from the office but I told him that if I sold the property I would go with

and get it, wherefbre i have not since been for the deed, probably not during the
t six years. The deed, No. 22,672, deposited for registration -on the 19th Auguat,
7, and now produced by the Registrar is the one in question.

(Signed,) JOSEPH LÉVEILLÉ.
orn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the10th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEO.' FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.
N.B.-This dqed was withdrawn the same day on a proper receipt beinggiren, and the depositor
g identified by his Notary, Mr. Simard.-G. F.



(No. 43.)

The deposition of TiioMAs MORLAND, of the City of Montreal, Esquire,
I own a good deal of property in the City of Montreal, which brings me in relation

with the Registry Office. I bave te complain of the delay in obtaining deeds from thai
office after deposit for registration. In ope case a deed of mortgage (42,799) on the
Rolling Mills, deposited for registration on thé 28th November, 1865, could not be obtaine
from the Registry Offi-e until the month of September in the followin; year, that is «
the 20th of that m. nth. it being, as told me by my Notary, Jas. S. Hunter, Fpquire,*
not being ready on the previous day. I have never suffered by any error in registration,
or searches made in the Registry Office. It appears te me that some change is needed byj
which less delay may exist between the time of deposit of deeds for registration and .the
re-delivery of them to their owner. I am a memþèr of the Board of Trade.

(Signe~d,) T. MORLAND.
Sworn before me, at the City of Mantreal,

the 10th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.
The within mentioned deed is registered in Vo'. B. 87, which was commenced on bth June, 1866,

and was apparently entered about the 10th of that month.-G. F.

(No. 44.)

The deposition of WILLIAM J. PATTERSON, Cf the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I am Secretary to the Board of Trade of the City of Montreal. I know nothing o

the Petition relative te the Registry Office, except what the minutes of the meetings o
that body will show. I know nothing of the working of the Registry Law, except froc
hearsay, that the, is gr-at delay. The Petition in question submitted te me appears W
be in the hand-writing of my clerk, Thomas McNab. I do nqt attend ail the meetings 0'
the Committees or Sub-Committees. I am. not aware of any other Petition on the ara.n
subject having been brought before the Board of Trade. I cannot tell who brought tb
inatter before the Council of the Board of Trade, withôut reference te the minutes.. Th,
Petition is not from the Board of Trade only, but also from Merciants and other citizen
of Montreal. The Petition did not originate at any pulic meeting of the' communitj
but probably among the members of the Board of Trade.t

(Signed,) WM. J. PATTERSON..
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the lth day bf January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTTOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 45.)

The depo-ition of F. W. ToRRANCE, of the City of Montreal, Esquire, Adyccate.
I am proprietor of real estate in the City of Montreal, and as such have business wi

the Registry Office, and aise as Advucate and mortgage creditor. I am not aware
having suffered any loss, pecuniary or uther, by errur or inaccuracy in enregistration
deeds or certificate of search in the Registry Office. Documents deposited in the Regist4
Office for registration arc therc detained a luig time, but I an nut aware of any partîcu
case in which any deed has been detained an undue time, for the simple reason that I ha
not charged ml menaory with particular cases of. delay. Under the posent systom

V•ide deposition No. 3.
† See Report of Meeting of Board of Trade, of April 2, 1866.
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cannót get a certificate of the charges against any individual property without iaýting
several days. The present systcem or scarching against individualh to ascertain -he
charges made by theni on properties is a cumbrous and costly one, attended with most
vexations delays, ind ought not tu bu any longer tolerated. The change contemplated in
this system by the preparation of plaus aud books.oi reference would be of immense benefit
to all having any interest in real e:,tate, but such a chauge should be niade with the least
possible delay, and.no expense should bu spai-ed to effect it at once. . .In answer to a ques-
tiôn put by the Registrar, I have nt hesitation in saying that I have always been treated
with t'h greatest civility by hitm and hi subordinates, and thigt eýery facility has been
accorded me, and my clerks acting for mîe when I desred personally or by thema to
expedite 8earches, by iuaking thue -nybel' or tlrough iny clerks. I ivould add that I
have had occasion to pass many lours at a tiue in that office in muaking scarches, or have
been obliged to direct a confidential clerk tu inake such searches for me, with a view to
obtàin the requisite information with the least possible delay, and without which loss of
time I could not obtain the necessary information within the required time. The delay
occasioned by the present systein operates inj uriously to the interests of landed proprietors
and money lendes, in this, that when a title toreal property is to be reported on as a good
titie it is impossible for a'professional man to maLke such a report without, in many cases,
a delay of several days, during which the closing of the transaction between the parties is
suspended or comes to nothing. I do nut attribute thiis delay to any negligence on the
part of the Registrar, but to the system which lie is bouud to adopt and carry out.

(Signed',) F. W. TORRANCE,
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,
- the 1lth day of January, 1867. .

(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,
Commissioner.

(No. 46.)

The deposition of GEOR&E W. SrEPiiEfS, of the City of Montreal, Esquire, Ad-
yocate. :

I am the son of Harrison Stephens, of the City of Montreal, Esquifeand whose
genuine signature is the first on the petition on this matter. It was at 'my request that
my father signed that petition, and on accouit of representations which I made to him
that there were frregularities in the Registry Office for the City of Montreal. In 1863 I
was admitted a member of the Bar'of Lower Canada. Soon afterwards, I was consulted
by some stranger, whose name I cannot recall, in reference to the securities fyled by Mr.
Ryland. I wrote to the Finance Department, enquiring about such securities. The letter
which I received in reply was unsatisfactory. It was to the effeet that some of the sure-
ties were dead, and that proceedings were being taken to get new sureties. This letter
satisfied me at-the time that the suretyship required by law was not then in possession of
the Government.* This fact alarme'd me the more as I knew that a claim against Mr.
Ryland personally and unofficially was very difficult, if not impossible of collection, as I
had then two judgments unsatisfied against Mr. Ryland urtofficially, the one for sixteen
dollars and twenty-five cents and the other has amounted since to thirty-three dollars and
twenty-seven cents. These are about tie sums. These j udgments I had sought to realize,
but never succeeded in finding any effects. la the course of the summer of 1865, Mr.
Ritchie,'Advocate, told me that he had obtained a crtficate of' charges against a property
conCerning which-.he was making a scarch, in which certificate an important charge
against the property had been omitted.f I hal hard previously of errors in the Registry
Office, but I never had had brought directly under my observation any special case of this
nature. Afterwards % case occurred to our firi (Perkins and Stephens), I thinlL it was
in the morith of June, 1865, I brought a munorial ol' judgment to the Registry Office,

See correspondence with Finance Department and Profincial Secrotary. App. T. and M.
f See Mr. Ritchie's statement, No. 50,



left it there with a person in the office, after having paid the Registration thereof.* lu
September, I think, of the same year, Mr. Perkins, my partner went to the Registry
Office to rûgister a judgment against the sane property.t [le found the memorial which
I had deposited there fur Registration in the month of June previous had not been regi-
tered. Ilpon enquiring ic reason why it liad notbeen registered, ho was told that it had
never been paid for. I paid the fées for registration at the timo i deposited it in June,
and in order to satisfy myself that the error was not in our office I referred to my cash
book and found the entry of a payment for said service, se that the mistake could net have
arisen in our office. On payment of the money I asked Air. Warwich Ryland for a receipt
which lie refused to give, saying that it was not necessary. I have bad in my possession
certificates of Registration seven months old, on presentation of which certificates the
deeds were net delivered up. l reference to monies in the Sheriff's office, the proceeds
of sales of real estate, I have been detained a month or six weeks before obtaining monies
for my clients, the Deputy-Sheriff alleging that it was on account of the want of the Re
gistrar's certificate required in such cases. As late -as Friday last, Théod Doucet, Es
quire, Notary, told me that a man namied Massue had found that a quittance against soine
property deposited for registration had not been entered in the margin. During 1862,
1863 and 1864 I frequently visited the Registry Office on business, and generally r found
the officials seemingly under the impression that the Registry Office was the private pro
perty of the Registrar. On one occasion in particular, I asked Mr. James Johnson (then
one of the employces of the Registrar,) a civil question in regardto the fees on a -document
which I presented for registration, stating that I thought they were excessive. lie replied
to me to the effect '4 that I might go te the Devil and find out." During the course of the
winter of 1865-6 a young French student (U) came and informed me that ho had been
treated roughly at the Registry Office, when visiting that office on business.‡ I told him
to get hispation's advice or, the matter and to follow it. For the pastyear I have avoided
entering the Registry Office, being desirous of avoiding incivility. With regard to the
domicile of the Registrar, on inspection of the evidence fyled in a motion for security for
costs in re Ryland vs. Ogilvy in the Superior Court, auy person but a Judge would bé
convinced that the Registrar lad none such in th3 District of Montreal.§ As late as Sep-
terüber last our bailiff, Anthony Brogan, tried to find the domicile of Mr. Ryland te serve
on him two Saisie-arrîts après jugement, and reported that he had failed te succeed, and
as a dernier ressort served the papers in the Registry Office. le regard to this question
of domicile, I dare say John Hoolahan,l Michael Dempsey, Anthony Brogan, and other
bailiffs of this ciry will be able tu give more information than I can. I may add that I
have no personal acquaintance with the Messrs, Ryland, and no connection with them.on
business matters or otherwise, except in their official capacity in the Registry Office
Durins- the space of five years previous to the past year I have frequently visited the
Registty Office while under indentures as a student and since my admission te the practice
of law, during which time I do not remember having spoken te the Registrar once or seen
him in the office more than a few times. In regard to my name being mentioned by a
number of petitioners as having been induced by me te sign the same, 1 may state that
the petition was brought te me by some members of the Board of Trade, and being desi-
rous te see a change in the present imperfect system of registration quoad such a large
city as Mlontreal, vs well as feeling very distrustfal of the management of the office by the
Registrar, I went around te a few of my friends, and obtained their signatures te the
petition. It is a niatter in which my father is largely interested as a real estate owner.
My father, JIEarrison 8tdphens, if sunmoned, could not give any evidence other than what
I have told him; at least I think he was entirely influenced te aign the petition by my
representations that the system was imperfect and required a thorough investigation and
cverliauling. The memorial of judgment referred to as being presented in June, 1865,
was in re Davie vs. Hervieux, N o. 485, Superor Court, 1865, and in regard to the deten-
tion of the Registrar's certificate of search relative to properties sold at Sherif's 'sale, a

See deposition No. 66.
t Seeßeposition No. 58.
‡ See deposition No. 64, and documents relating thereto.
§ See evi4pnce in case Ryland vs. Ogilvy (1), and Judge Berthelot'sjidgment thereon,
j See depositionu b6 and 57,



ase in point is that of Rousseau vs. Roy (1804);* there were other cases whose titles I
ot not now recellect. It is a common thing, however, in the Sheriff s office, to receive
e answer, "w'e are waiting for the Registrar's certificate." I will try to-day to find the

jtudent referred to herein (U). In reply to the Registrar's question as to wlether I have
tated all that I know prejudicial to the nianagement of the Registry Office, I say that I

lave mentioned ail I think of at present. I represent ny father, as being the agent for
411 his real estate, having the management and exanination of all the titles to property

hich he purchases, and as being interested as one of his heirs, it was my duty to ivatch
ver this matter of registration, and in the course of my professional duties having ob-
'ned sufficient experience to know that something was wrong in the management or sys-
lm of enregistration, I induced hin, and others to sign the petition in question, and I

,consequently represent him. The represertations which I made to my father, to induce
liim to sign the petition were thc long detention of deeds deposited for registration, the
insolence of the officials,t the current report that errors were occurring in the Registry
Office, the fact that the Registrar was currently reported to be a man of no private means,

nd that the security required by law was not given by him to the Government, as well as
general feeling of distrust which many Notaries and Lawyers shared with myseif, as

egards the manner in which the office was managed. I hold a special power of attorney
rom my father to manage his affairs generally, with the exception of the power to sign
romissory notes or checks. That power of attorney bears date sonle years ago, over five,
think. I am not aware that my father, at the time ho signed the petition, had any know-

edge of the matter then complained of, except from what I had told him. My sole motive
C asking my father te sign the petition was pro bono publica. I have no personal feeling

gainst Mvr. Ryland or his son. I mentioned the smali suits above referred to against
,George H. Ryland, to show that the Registrar, in his private capacity, was net blessed
Avith a superabundance of this world's goods, so that for any mistake which he tmay make

his officiai capacity, the only recourse that a sufferer would have, would be upon the
roperty of his sureties, and if those sureties are not according to law, and I understand

hey are net so at the present moment, a person losing by carelessness ià thq Registry
ffice would stand a poor chance of ever righting himself financially. In reply to a ques-

lion as to whether I am in the habit of buying up litigious claims and prosecuting them
:or m.y own account, I may say that in the course of my practice I never purchased any
iuch elaims, and have no interest in the judgments referred to except in prosceuting them
o a successful ending in the interest of my clients. The Plaintiffs have paid in the costs
f the main action long ago. The costs of the saisie-arrêts remain unpaid, as the cases
re still pending. I have already stated all that I know about the Registry Office. The
dea of a Commission, I think, originated with the Board of Trade. It was not suggested
y me, and I do not remember ever hearing that I was to be appointed on that Commission,

,nd I never had the slightest hope or desire to hold such an office, in fact it would .have
leeb impossible, from the nature of my business engagements, which require me constantly
,Ao be ready at any moment to go to the United States to be there absent from one te six
4onths, for me to accept such an appointment. I did actually canvas for signatures to

his petition, and never took greater pleasure in any occupation in my life, because I felt
hat f was acting as a publie benefactor in bringing to light the defects of the ,system of
egistration, and, as I considered, bad management on the part of the officials. I drafted
former petition for some members of the Board of Trade, and that draft was submitted

o the Council, I think, of that body, but it was net accepted. The draft of mine was not
rdered by Mr. John Whyte or John Ogilvy, nor had either of them a.nything to do with
t. The gentleman who requested me to make that draft was Mr. Villiam Darling.

(The Registrar here put the following question :
"Was not your father induced to sigu the petition more by an occurrence at the St.

'James' Club than by any other motive, or by your representations as regards the neces-
'sity of an enquiry isto the Registry Offiçe ?"

As the abovè question could be answered only by Mr. Harrison Stephens; as Corhmis-
ionegI decided that Mr. Geo. I. Stephens, in declining to answer, was correct.

Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE.)
* Sec correspondence with Sheriff (V).
t Se. deposition of Mr. PerkIng, No. 88.



I never made any coinplaint to the Registrar or to his Deputy of the said James
Johnson, because I thought it was no use. My motive for mentioning Mr. Johnson in
this evidence is simply to bear put the accusation of incivility, and to show that I had
experienced it personally, having lcard numbers of persons complain of Mesars. Ryland
and Johnson. I may say that one instance occurred to-day of the customary blackgtarrdiam
of Mr. Warwick Ryland, the Deputy-Registrar, he having, while I was under this exami-
nation, come into the room, and on hearing a portion of my evidence, stated that it was a
lie, in my presence. I cannot now state the naimes of persons who have complained as
above stated, but I have nu doubt many such could be found in the city. Up tothis time
I have taken no active steps to procure evidence in the matter, but have left matters to
take their ordinary course, but now [ intend going into it in earnest, and I shall endeavor
to induce the persons who have suffered in this way to come and give their evidence. I
have an idea who those parties are, and will name thein when I induce them to come, but
decline to name thein now.* The manuscript petition now shown to me as the one sub-
mitted to the Governor, is ideutically, word for word, the petition which my father sigged,
with this exception, that there were several sheets, each one of which was-distributed a
Committee, whose dûty it was to canvas for signatures. Each of these sheets was h
with a printed copy of this written petition. When all the Its were completed, I should
say they were attached to the manuscript fornm, whch is identical in words with the
printed heading yhich I submitted to my father for signature. I beheve my father never
saw the manuscript to which his naine is attached, but it is, as above stated, the same ver-
bally as the one I submitted to hiimî. I do nut know the naines of the persons appointed
to procure signatures I was not one of them, to miy knowledge. lhe Secretary of the
Board of Trade sent me one of the lists, and I touk it round to my friends. I cannot say
whether my father's naine being at the head of the petition induced others to sign. Every
aman, with some few exceptions, upon whom I vaited for his signature to the petition
seemed delighted that something was being donc to remove and set at. rest the general
feeling that something was wrong in the Registry Office. I did not make to the other
signera the saine representations which I had made to my father.' Most of the signera
whom I procured read the petition, and signed it on their own judgment. They were ail
intelligent merchants. The only person that I can say I induced to sign the petition,
according to the best of my conviction, was, Harrison Stephens, my father, he being the
only person whom I think I could so influen *.

(Signed,) GEO. ÍìTEPHENS.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

this 12th day.of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 47.)'

The deposition of THxoMAs CRAiO, uf the ty of Montreal, Esquire.

I am actuary to the Montreal Permanent B lding Society, which Society has
occasion to require f ron the Registry Office certifie es of search and to register their
obligations. It is my duty to go to that office on suc business, and in the executior of
that duty I meet with no difficulty in that office in g tting certificate of searches, and in
getting back deeds deposited for registration, after a delay of a few fnonths. 1 generally
go back for them three or four times a year,:and have found those deposited there ready
for re-delivery within that delay. With regard to searches I generally get the certificates
on the day following that on which the search was ordered. I have no fault to find with
the Registrar or his deputy or subordinate officers, from all of whom I have alwaya re-
ceived every politeness and attention whén business has required me to visit the Registry
Office. The Montreal Permanent Building Society, in whose service I have been five

From the date of this deposition, Jan. 12, 1867, to the day of my closing this enquiry, Feb. 12,
1867, no persons other than those whose depositions are give*n came to afford any information.-G. F.



years, has not suffered from any error of omission or tomuissioni iu Ln) registration or
search made in the Registry Office of which Mr. Ryland is Iegistrar. The fe.s charged
bave been, as far as I know, always aceording to the published 'ariff.

(Signed,) TI 1OM1A S C RA G .
Sworn before me atlhe City of Montreal,

the 14th day el.anuary, 1867.
(Signed,) GEORGE FUTVOYE,

Comnisioner.

(No. 48.)

The deposition of OWEN JosEPH DEVIN, ot the City uf Nontreai, i'squire, Notary
IPublic.

ilu my capacity of Notary Public, business lrequeutly take nne tu the Ilegistry Office in
this city. I have no acquaintance with the Registrar or his Deputy except that acquired by
official intercourse. I have had, in the course of my practice, much business with the Regim-
try Office in registering deeds and in obtaining certifieates uf searcies made for my clients,
and I have no hesitation in stating that no public officer in this cuuntry, as far as I have
seen, treats the public with more uniform politeness and attentiot. than the Registrar aud
his deputy. From what I know of that office and its managernat, I believe that it is the
systen prescribed by law for the guidance of the Registrar which is at fault, and not the
manner of executing by the Registrar or hi.'sdeputy the requirSemets of that system. I
have not suffered from any irregularity or inaccuracy in any of' the proceedings in that
office nor am I aware of any of my clients having su suffered or had any reason to complain."

(Signed,) O. J. DEVLIN.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 14th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 49.)

The deposition of HENRY JAcKsoN, of the City of Mlontreal, Esquire.
I own real estate in the City of Montreal. About the year 1841 a mortgage for twelve

thousand pounds was registered in the Registry Office in the City of Montreal, on property
owned by me and situate in St. Denis Street and St. Lewis Street, consisting of thirteeñ
eut stone bouses. A few years ago when Mr. Louis Beaudry purchased from me one of
those bouses situate iùr St. Denis Street in that part called, Cornwall Terrace and being
number seven, the sale was made upon condition that the property was clear of all encum.
brance. A certificate granted by the Registrar showed that a mortgage of twelve thousand
pounds still remained undischarged, notwithstanding tÈe whole of that amount had-beVf
paid, and a discharge registered before and at the time such certificate was granted, On re-
presentations made to the Registrar to convince him that the amnount of the mortgage lad
been paid and the discharge registered in his office, another certificate in an amended for=
was afterwards granted, shewing that the properties in question were free from mortgage.
I was treated very cavalierly and instead of any apology for so gross an error,-quite the re-
verse was the case.

(Signed,) UENRY JACKSON.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 14th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,

Comnmissioner.



(No. 50.)
Letter of THoMAs RITOIIrE, Esquire, Advocate.

15th January, 1867.
My DEAu Sra,-I am in receipt of your note of.yesterday's date, with extract'from

Mr. Stephens' deposition (46). He no doubt refers to the same- affair as MXr. Hopkins
(12), and is in error.in sayin that I told him Ihad a certificate, &e. What Itold himwas
that I had applied for a oh, and that a certificate had been prepared for signature in
which a certain import nt hypotheo had been omitted. It. was the apparent danger which
startled me, if I had ked for a certificate and had not known of the change in question.

y ourq truly,
(Signed,) THOS. W. RITCHIE.

GEo. FUTvorE, Esquire,

(No. 51.).

The deposition Of WILLIAM FRANcIs LIGHT114LL, of' the City of Montrea, Esquire,
Notary Public.

I am propriètor 'of real estate in the City of Montreal, and as such as well as in my
capacity of Notary Public, have had business with the Registry Office in that city, for the
purpose of registering deeds and of transacting there such other business as my profesion
may require. I have no desire to enter at present into any domplaint with respect tothe
Registry Office, because in tlie petitiòn I signed, a Commission consisting of six profes-
sional and mercantile gentlemen, in whom the community would have confidencenwas
prayed for, and with all due respect to His Excellency.and Counll,I appear before this
Commission, but having no confidence that any publie good wili result from the present
enquiry. I have never experienced any want of civility in the Registry Office.

(Signed,) WM. LIQHTHALL.
'Tworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 13th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEo. FUSTVoYE,

Commissioner..

(No. 52.)

The deposition 'of JoHN HELDER ISAACsoN, of the City of Montreal, Esquire,
Notary Public.

I ain one of the siggirs to a petition, soliciting an enquiry into the management of
the Registry Ofice, in the City of Montreal, where I have business in my capacity of
Notary. I have no complaint personally to make agaipst the Registrar or his employees.
On the contrary they have invariably given'me'every facility in the transaction of my
business. I signed the petition in question because 1 desire to see a sys'tema adopted ini
that office better suited te the wants of a large ci like Montreal. I have never nor has
one of my clients ever suffered by any errer or naiouracy, as far as I know, in any regis.
tration or certificate of search made in that office. The delay is tlýe great inconvenience
generaly complained of, but from my experience in .my practice, 1 attribute that to the
defects in the syytmdf t sem. (Signed,) IOHN Il. ISAACSON,
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 15th day of J*uary, 1867.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVoYE,

. Commissioner.



(No. 53.)

The deposition of EDMOND P. FRECITTE, Of the City of Montr1el, Esq., Notary
Public.

I hold real estate in the City of Montreal, and as proprieo as well as in my capacity
6f'Notary, am brought in relation with the Registry Office for the purpose of getting deeds.
registered and obtaining certificates of searches therein made. I think I have caused
deeds to be registered for C. 8. Rodier, Esquire. I have* always been wel and politely
treated by the Registraror his employecs whenever I have had business there. I have
never suffered any loss by any error in that office nor do I know of any. On two occasions
when .1 lost the receipts given me on the deposit of deedf- r registration, I obtained the
deeds upon properly identifying myself as the depositor, and giving my receipt for then,
without which I could not have expected to get them. I have no complaint to make

against the Registrar of the Registry Office il Mlontreal, or against any of his subordinates,
but I think the delay, which in my opinion is necessarily occasioned by the presct systei
of limiting the number of books, ought, to be removed by sone change in the provisiou of
the law which imposes that limitation.

(Signed), ED. P. FRECHETTE.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montrcal,

the_16th day of January, 1867.
(Signed), GEo. FvVOYE,

Commnissioner.

(No. 54.)

The deposition of CHARLEs TUMVLT, of the City of Montreal, Advoca c.

On the fQurth or the fifh day of December, 1'865, I went to the Registrar'a Office,
where I had been at least ton times in the space of the previous fortnight, to obtain a
paper in a case in which J. A. Chapeleau ,as concerned with Joseph .ortier. It had
been promised froin day to day that the paper in question should be ready, and on this
day, on asking for it from the Deputy Registrar who was inside the counter in the outer
office, and I being on thge enter sida of the couqter which was open, to the best of my
knowledge, ho put his hand on my shoulder, giving an answer I did not understand.
Thore were in the office three or four gentlemen who spoke English. Tho deputy appeared
te me to have been drinking, and he appeared angry at-tho request made by me. This
was, as far as I can recollect, between roua and rivE in the afternoon, as I know I had
been at tho office two or three times in the course of the saine day. On my going out
the deputy pushed the.door leading to the porch. This occurrene is the same mentioned -
by me in my lettp9r, bearing date the 6th December 1865, and addressed to the editors of
the Jiinerve and l'Ordre, and which was published in theqo newspapers.* I. have te
complain of' the delay in the registration of my coutract of marriage deposited for regis-
tration about the end of April or the beginning of May last, and which I -could not ob-
tain until the beginuing of the present month. It was not in the private office of the
iegistrar that the affair of the 5th of December took place. I am under the impression
ýhat the paper in question had been returned to the Sheriff before my last application for
et. I now know that the office hours in the Registry Office are fixed by statute, but on
hat oonsion I was under the impression that the office closed at five in the afternoon,

>eeause I.saw the eiiployees of that office often there until that hour, and I had received
>apers from that office as late as four or five e'clok, P.M. I am under the impression
hat my letter was written on the 5th of December.

P (Signcd,) CHARLES THIBAULT.
worn before me at the City of Montroal,

the 16th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEOBGE FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

Seo correspondence on this subject, appendix N.



(No. 55.)
- The deposition of DAVID PELLETIER, of the City of Montreal, Trader.

I own property in the Registration Division of Montreal, in the Parish of Sault suni
Recollets, the deeds relating to which are'registered in the Registry Office of that Division,
having been there deposited by L. O. Hêtu. I am not aware of any error in the regis.
tration, for wbich seventeen dollars were paid, about threemonths ago. I reside in Notre
Dame street, immediately opposite the Registry Office. I am not aware of the office houts
prescribed by law for the publie business in the Registry Office. I have seen for severa
years past that there ivas liglit in that office late at night, at hours varying from eight tt
ten o'clock, and know that there is somebody at the office almost every Sanday. .I bave
seen from my windows of the first story of my residence, viz ; that immediately above the
shop, particularly on a Sunday in December last, something which was apparently a man
quite naked, sitting on a chair in the room of the Registrar's Office, having* the la
window on the Fvest, and in such a position that his whole body from his thighs upwardq
was secnfron mp windows. I cannot say whether it was a livingsman or a portrait, hu
my impression is that it was a picture., Afterwards I saw what appeared to be two persom
holding each other by the neck. My impression was that a- theatrical representation wa
being made, and I passed about two hours at my'vvindow in looking at it. The person F,
mentioned had dark whiskers. This occurrence on Sunday was between eleven and twelvQ
in th'c morning. The person I mentioned was a young man. I once saw a notoriou4
woman named Aubuchon go to t a Registry Office, but know not for what purpose.
saw one day, about the 24th or 2 th of December last, two young men sitting in th
Registrar's Office (the private office), close to the windows, one took a newspaper and ga
it to tho othe', who put it over his head to give himself the appearance of lying down.
bave never seen or known any improper character visit the Registry office with improp.
motives known to me. I have been under the necessity of nailing linen to the windový
of the bed:rooms in my residence, because I had see a telescope directed towards the
fromt the Registrar's Private Office. I say that the Registrar's Office is a scandal (scandal4
to the neighborhood as regards myself but only from what i have now deposed. Befo a
December lest I had never seen anytling at th'at office that was offensive to me, and i'
was not until the occurrence of the Sunday in question that I nailed linen to my windo (
I am aware that the Registrar's Office bas bion the subject of special inspection by t
order of the Government, but did not know that the enquiry was going on et tbe tin.
complained of, and I decrare that I bave nothing further to say than what is included'i
the foregoing deposition.

(Signed,)' D. PELLETIER.
Sworn before me, at the City of tItitreal,

..the 16th day of January, 1867.
(Signed), GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.
N.B.-The abuoe deposaion was taken at 1 p.m., after the delivery to Mr. Pelletier of Letter 9

and two previous summonses being duly served on hin.-G. F.

(No. 56.)
The deposition of JoâN HoOLAHIAN, of the City of Montreal, bailiff,
lu the course of the years 1861 and 1863 I reccived from'John Popham, Esqi'

advocate, legal process, being writs of summons, to serve on Geo. H. Ryland, Esq., whi
I was directed 'to serve on him personally as Mr. Popham informed me that Mr. Ryls
had no domicile in the City of Montreal, but I made no enquiry about bis domicile,]
made the services personally.

Sworn before me, at the (ity of Montreal, (Signed,) JOHN HOOLAHAN.

the 16th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEo. FlITVOTE,

Commissioner.
Sec deposition No. 66, and letter of Mr. Hopkins No. 68.



(No. 57.)

The deposition of ANTRONY BROGAN, of the City of Montreal, bailiff.
In the year 1866, 1 believe in thqmonth of September, I had two writs of saisie-arrét

aftpr judgment to serve on George H. Ryland, Esq., but I could not find him, as I was
todI by P.. Ryan, Esquire, that he had left his domicile in Lartigue Place on Sherbrooke
Street, but those w-its were afterwards served by Mr. St. Armand by leaving then at the
.Registry Office> I cannot say whether Mr. Ryland resided in town or not at that time.
I saw Mr. Geo. Stephens on Saturday last and he asked me to come to the Registry Office
and give evidence with reference to the service of the above-mentioned saisie.arrets; but
I declined doing so until I received a summons to which I readily attended.

(Signed,) A. BROGAN.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 17th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 58.)

The deposition of J6HN A. PERKINS, of the City of Montreal,.Esquire, Advocate.
As Advocato I have had business with the Office bf the Registrar of the Registration

'Division of Montreal, for depositing deeds for registration and obtaining certificates of
searches relating to business of my clients. The delay in obtaining deeds deposited for
Rtegistration often has extended to my knowledge to several months ; but when it was
necessary to produce iinmediately a registered copy, I have obtain.ed from the Registrar
the copy deposited by leaving with him a duly compared transcript ofit, he giving me the
certificate of Registration as to the day andhour of deposit. I refer more particularly to
Actes de Tutelle. Last year a. notice of property to be affected by ajudgment in the case
>of Davie vs. Hervieux, was, as I understood, and.as appears by the Cash Book kept bv
myself and Geo. W. Stephens, deposited with the Registrar, and on my application sone
time after, to give notice of property to be affected by a judgment in the case of Geo. B.
Muir vs. the same Hervieux, I found that thig, first notice so deposited had not been
registered, because, as I was informed at the Registrar's Office, the necessary fees -had
not been paid. On the fees being paid by me on ooth notices they were duly registered
he first,þarmely, that in the case of Davie vs. Hervieux taking precedence. I have always
et with civility and politeness from the Registrar and hie deputy in their office, which I

visited but seldom. In reforence to the certificates of the Registrar, to'be attached to
Sheriff's return of real est4te, I have frequently fonnd the return of the wr'delayed, as I
was informed, in the SherifPs-Office, from the fact of the Registrar not having furnished
is certificate, and in a case of Perkins vs. Moir, in which the property was sold last June,
he certificate and return have not, to my knowiedge, yetrbeen made, and I have always
Jeen informed at the Sheriff's Office, that the delay was occasioned by the non.-production
>f the Registrar's certificate. In December last I failed to obtain the Registrar's certificate
>f charges in the case Ex parte, Lyman et al., in time to take proceeding to obtain confir.

tion of title, whibh I have not yet obtained, nor have I yet obtained the Registrar'e
ertificate. I do not know what may be the cause of the delay in the Registrar's Office,
>ut I oonsider that that delay is far too great in the return of documents deposited for
egistration and in the granting of certificateý of searches.

(Signed,) J. A. PERKINS, Jr.
worn before me, at the City of.Montreal,

the I8th day of January, 1867.
(Signed,) GEO FUTVoYE,

Oommieaioner.



(Nb. 59.)

The deposition of J. AUGUSTIN LEVERT, of the City of Montiedli, Ed4hil, Nbtary
Public.

I am employed in the Office of the Registrar for thé Itugistration DIiion oe Monit.
real. I attend daily froin nine in the forenoon, until five in the afternoon. My duties
extend principally to making searches to afford the Registrar the necessary information to
grant certificates ofsearch. The transoripg.ionnto the Registersis done byvaribâi eleiks,
numbering from five to seven. Two always commence at seven in the morning and work
till·the middle of the day, until they have completed their taàk, which is about nine-pages.
They are replaced by others who work uùtil after six in the evening until the sanb task
has been ctuipleted. I am awarc that the Registrar and his deputy attend the office on
non juridical days, as I am informed, to examine the work that has7 been done in the
office. The principal delay in transcribing deeds into the Registers is' ocdasioùéd by the
limited number of books, and the impossibility of more than one copyiÈt being engaged
at the sane time on the same Register. If the law allowed more than one Register for
each class of documents to be opcned at the same time, more copyistg could be employed
and the delay proportionately reduced. I have been employed in the Registry Office
iore than twelve years, and have seen all kinds of characters come on official business,
but I know of no improper conduct on the part of the Registrar.

(Signed,) J. A. E. LEVERT.
Sworn before me, at the City of Moutreal,

the 4th day of February, 1867.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 60.)

The deposition of BENJAMIN ÙUBAND, of the City of Montreal, Notary Public.
I am employed in the Registry office in the City of Montreal, as copyist. I attend

daily from seven in the morning till noon, or a little later, when I am replaced by an7other,
who I understand continues to write in the-same register until six or 'seven in the eventlg,
or until he has completed the ordinary task of nine pages. During the time I am in the
office'another copyist is employed in transeribing into another register. Hie name is
Joseph Senez. No greater nutnber of writers than that employed could be copying at
the saipe time, as the number of registers is limited, and as the law requires the dutries
to be made consecutively. It is to my knowledge tbat the Registrar attends the offi'ee on
Holidays, but I knów not for what purpose. I am never at the office wheu it is élosed te
the publie in the afternoon.

(Signed), . BENJAMIN DURAND,
Sworn before me at the City of Montreal,

the 5th day of February, 1867.
(Signed,) Gxo. FUrvoirx,.

Commissioner.

(No. 61.)

The deposition of JosEPH SENEZ, Of the City of Montreal, Law Student.
I.am one of the copyists in the Registry Office for the legi tration DIvisibn of

Montreal, where I attend daily from seven o'clock -in the forenodit- until noon or so soon
after as I have completed the amount of transcription required by' the Registrar from aIl
the writers, being about nine pages. I am then replaced by another copyist, Mr. Messier,
who continues to write in the same Register-until hc as performed the saine task, and
which generally occupies him till six or seven o'clock in the evening. The Register in



which I write is that containing " deeds of alienation and conovyance." Another volume
for "obligations" is written up by Mr. Durand, and the gentlema who takes his place
in the afternoqu. Unless a greater number of books was provided for, no.greater expedi-
tion could-take place in the entry in those two Registers, which contain the principal,-and
the great number of deeds to be registered, as nu more than one copyist cean be writing in
the same Register at one and the same time. I have been angaged in this employment
more than three years. I know that the Registrar now resides in th- City of Mlontreal,

(Signed,) JOSEPH SENEZ.
Sw.orn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 5th day of Yebruary, 1867.
(Signed,) 230c. Fu;voYr,

Commissioner.

(No. 62.)

The deposition of EMMANUEL MESSIBa, Of the City of Montreal, Notary Publie.

I have been engaged as transcribing clerk in the office of the Registrar for ýthe
Registration Division of Montreal, since the month of July, 1861. I attend there daily
from the middle of the day to replace the writer who bas been engaged writing in -the
same Register from seven in the morning, and taking up the work' from the last word
written by him, I transcribe into the same Register until f have completed the task
assigned to me, nine 'pages, which generally occupies my time till six or seven in the
evening. Without a larger number of books no greater number of copyists could be
employed. Besides the four clerks ordinarily employed on the Registe;s for " Sales "
and "'Obligations," there are threc other gentlemen besides the Registrar employed in
the office, namely: Wa;wick H. Ryland, the Deputy Registrar, and Mr. Akugustin Levert,
an&Mr. John Lloyd, making in all seven,%besides the Registrar. If there were a greater
number of clerks they could not be employed under the present system, which require
documents te be transcribed consecutively.

(Signed,) EMMANUEL MESSIER.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 5th day of February, 1867.
(Signed,) G.o, FUTVOYE,

Commisioner.

(No. 63.)

The deposition of-JOHN WHYTE, of the City of Xontreal, OfEial Assignee.
I am one of the signers te the Petition in question, whieh I sign'ed on its beingýpre-

seilted to me for signature, previously to which I was ignorant of the intention of getting
up any such Petition or of its contents. The only complaint I have to make is the great
delay je obtainin' from the office documents deposited for registration, which delay I have
always considered too great, and which exposes people to great inconvenience and causes
a feeling of insecurity. In my capacity of Official Assignee, I find a very great incon.
venience by the delay in obtaining Registrnr's certificates of title of real estate belonging
to insolvents, the arrangement of whose affairs falls into my hands. I am not aware of
the cause of such delay, but some remçdy to remoVo it is highly desirable. In my ex-
perience I know of no case of loss being suffered from error in registratioq Qr iraqcuracy
of certificate of search in the Registry Office in question.

/ (Signed,) JOHN WHYTE.
Sworn'before me, at the.Iity of Montreal,

the 6th'aay of February, 1867.
'(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.



(No. 64.)

The deposition of ALEXANDER CRoss, of the City of Montreal, Esquire, Advocate,
Q. C.

I am proprietor of re4l estate in the City of Montreal, and as auch as well as in n.y
capacity of Advocate, have had business with the Registry Office in question. 1, as well
as my elients, have suffered much from the delay in the delivery of documents deposited
for registration. This delay has to my knowledge extended to three or four months, but
I am not prepared to say positively that that delay has over extended to six or eight
months, but my impression is that a delay of six months has ocourred in one or more
cases in which I was interested. The Registrar has'always afforded me every facility, and
that with politeness, in any search I have had to make, and the same courtesy has been
always shown to me by his deputy and assistants. I have not made the subject of regis-
tration my particular study, but have always attributed the delay complained.of to the
systen and not to anything on the part of the aegistrar. The petition was presented to
me by Geo. W. Stephens, Esquire, as being for general enquiry into the 'Regiâtry Office.
I have not understated the delay, and I am deoidedly of opinion that a reformn in the
system is extremely desirable.

(Signed,) A. CROSS.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 7th day of February, 1867.
(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 65.)

The deposition of JOHN LLOYD, of the City of Montreal, Esquire.
I have been employed in the- Registry Office for nearly two years, where I attend

daily from 9 A.M., to 4j P.M. * My duties are to keep all the various indices, to write
up the minute book, and to assist in the general work of the office.
, Two of the clerks attend from 7 A.M. to 12 at noouawhen they are relieved by two
others who work until 7 P.M., transeribing in the Registers on au average of 9 or 10
pages a day cach.

Besides myself there are five other clerks employed in the office, independently of the
Deputy Registrar, making in all seven.

(Signed,) JOHN LLOYD.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

this I2th day of February, 1867.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 66.)

The deposition of WAnwicK HASTINGs RYLAND, Deputy Registrar for the Regis.
tration Division of Montreal.

With referencq to the deposition of Mr George Stephens (No. 46), the document
to which he refers was brought to the office without payment of the Registrar's feés, and
without the law stamps necessary to pay the Court flouse tax, and consequently it was
not enregistered until his partner Mr. .Rerkins complied with the law in ,this respect.
With regard to Mr, Thib4lt's tteet p bis deposition (No. 54), I çan merely say



that ho came into the office, long after office hours, having no business of his own cqnnected
with it, and conducted himself in such a manner that I was obliged to order him out.

As for Mr. Pelletier's statement in his deposition (Xo. 55), I am not aware of any
theatrical representation having taken place, nor could there have been any without my
knowledge, as I keep the keys of the room to whichli he referred, the duplicates of which
are in the care of the servant in charge of the office. Moreover anyprofessional man.could
prove thephysical irnpossibility of any individual looking into the office froin the position
which Mr. Pelletier said lie occupied. His whole evidence therefore is utterly unfouaded-
and without truth.

(Signed,) W. H. RYLAND.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montreal,

the 12th day of February, 1867.
(Signed,) GEo. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.

(No. 67.)

Statement made by WILLIAM WORKMAN, of the City of Montreal, Esquire, but not
reduced to the form of adeposition.

I am a proprietor of real estate in the City of Montreal, and am one of the signers
of the Petition asking for an investigation into the Registry Office for the Registration
Division of Montreal. I do all my business through my Notary, Théod Doucet, who
deposits at, and withdraws fron, the -Registry Office all'iny deeds -reqjuiring registration,
so that I am net particularly conversant with any complaint made against the Registry
Office as to- the working of the system, but I think that that system could be greatly
improved by adopting some plan whereby properties coul more easily be found, and the
hvvothecs uvon them, without reference to the nane of the owner.

(No. 68.)

Statement of W. J. HOPKINs, of the City of Montreal, Architect, in reply to certain
inquiries made of him.

MONTREA,,February 12, 1867.
D.EAR Sî,-In accordance 'th your instructions, I have made the- necessary

measurements between Mr. Pell er's house and the Registrar's Office, across Notre
Dame street, as well as sundry oth dimensions necessary to enable me to answer the
questions you put to me. .These I have laid down to scale upon the accompanying draw-
ings,* and which, Z think, will demonstrate the points upon which you require information
better than any lengthened written explanation could do.

lst. The distance fron front wall of Mr. Pelletier's houqe te that of the Registrar's
,Office is 136 feet 5 inches. .

2nd.' The height frorn pavement to eye of person on first floor of Mr. Pelletier's
house is from 19 feet 6 inches to 20 feet. The height of the eye above floor being taken
at 5 feet 6 inohes.

Srd. The height of bottom aÉwindow in Registrar's Office, outside, is 5 feet, inside
4 feet 7 inches. These dimensions are taken up to the top of the lower wooden rail of the
sashes.

4th. The dimension of the window, i.e., the glazed.portion, is 3 feet 8 inches high by
2 strips of 12 inches wide each. , .

5th. The oblique distance from eye on first flour of Pelletier's house and bottom of
window is 141 feet.



The prolongation of this lino would strike the back wall of the " retiring room " in
rear of±the Registrar's Office at 2 feet 3 inches above the floor level, and the projection of
the line would not strike. the floor itself nearer than a distance ;of 24 feet outside and
beyond the baok wall above named. .

6th. In my ôpinion there is no possibility whatever of seeing what, is doing in a dark
room, under any ciroumstances, at the distances above named, and the difficulty is stili
further increased when there are two pairs of double windows to be seen through in making
the.attempt.

I am, Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,

JNO. WM. HOPKINS,
A.rchiteot, &c.

GEORGE FUTVOYE, Esq.,
Montreal.

(No. 69.)

Letter from TfHOMAs RiMMER, Esquire.

. MONTREAL, 2nd January, 1867.
SIE,-I have your cirpular requesting me te attend and give evidence at yur ofice,

respectin the nanagement of the R.egistration Office.
The Pettion sent to the Governmeqnt ]est year was drawn up at tÉe reuest of the

Board of Tradeé bere, at tleir annual meeting. The Council were requed te fpryard
it to the proper authorities.

As Vice-President of the Board of, Trade, I deemedÂit my duty to sign this~Petition
(asking for an enquiry), as the complaints aginst the management of this Qiçe were
numerous and of a serions nature.

Mr Henry Lyman, Mr. Wm. Darling and Mr. Jesse Joseph (especially the latter),
were amongst those who were the chief parties complaining (so far as I have any personal
knowledge). I refer you to these gentlemen. I have no personal knowledge in the matter
myself.

Your obedient servait.

GEoGE FlvyoYE, 1g. To. RUMMER.

(-o. 70.)

Letter of GEo. SHAw, Esquir0, of tie las #pp of G. j& D. Shey, yMase uains are
attaced tp thp Petitiqan.

MONTRLEALZ 8d Japary 1866.
DsAp, L*arh»,-I enolose notice received to-day. I never sigmed or had cause te

sign any smoh Petition, ad can only say that I have been treated with the.greatest polite.
ness in your Office,.when I had occasion to call there. Any business I have had bas.beon
got through witi a despatoh I.did.not expect in a publie office.

Yours very truly.
GEORQE ERAW.

W. H. RYLAND, Esq.,
Dep. Reg., Montreal.



(L)

(1) OTTAwA, January 21st, 1867.
Sin,-As I shall be absent from the City of Montreal for about a week, I will feel

obliged by your furnishing me, by the time I return, with your own remarks on the 4th
item of the Petition now before me, in connection with the 7th paragraph thereof as re-
gards the 48th, 49th, 60th, and 61st clauses of the Registry Law, more particularly
whether the requirements of thosé enttacents have been strictly observed in your office,
and if not, by favoring me with yoïur reasons for riot so strictly observing them, and the
mannier-ir which-rthey have been observed.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

GEO. FUTVOYE,
Commigsioner.

G. H. RYLAND, Esq.,
Registrar, Montreal.

(2) REdreeEY 01EPI,..
Montreal, 23rd January, 1867.

Sra,-I ha4e te acknoiledge thierecept of your official communication of the 21st
instågtf;rlative te the fourth item of the Petition from certain inhabitants of Montreal,
now'bétofe you, asking for an enquiry into the management of the Registry Office under
my charge.

In reply I beg to state that the requirements uf the 48th section of the Registry Law
have been carried out with this slight differonce, that whereas all general mortgages are
created by Judgments of Court and Actes of Tutelle, to which the notices, when deposited
for registration, are invariably attached, I have consîdered it best to enregister both rn
the book kept for this special purpose, as affording greater facility of reference; as regards
the 49th section, there have as yet been no renewals, consequently the law as regards these
Instimerits, is still in a measure, a dead lettèr.

Witlr respect to the sections 60 and 61, I have to state that the requirements of the
law arè complied with as strictly as possible.

The Index tg names is made ïip daily, bit-the page is, of course, not inserted until
the full length transcriptions are completed. Inasmuch, however, as an Index to Estates
haï n-ver liéen kept in Montreal, it is not the practice te enter the names of the parish,
towMihip, &c., &c., in .theAlphabetigal Inde- for names, partlcdilarly as the greater part
of the documents deposited for registration relate to property in the City of Montreal, and
the locality in every instance, wherever situated, is inserted in the Minute Book, on the
accuracy of which our searches for property may be said te depend.

I have the honor te be, Sir,
Your most obiedient servaut,

4 G. H. RYLAND,
Registrar.

QEORGE FUTVOY, Esq.,
Commissioner, &c., &c.



(J.)

STATE OF REGISTERS ON' 12THî FEBRUARY, 1867,.

lQemoriale.

No. of I Office, NaniberB givtnRegister. Vol. Date of firat entry. . to Instrbm ents. Date of last entry.

t-. 1 -,
A. 2 Dec. 13, 1847 889 to 1,453 Nov. 16, 1866

WYills.

B A 5 June 22, 1866. 43,205 to 45,817 Jan. 8, 1867.

Sales and Obligations.

B 90 Match 5, 1866 43,965 to 44,804 Aug. 18, 1866
, 91 May 21, 1866 44,219 to 44,815 Aug. 21; 1866

92 Aug. 21, 1866 44,816 to 45,558 Dec. 3, 1866
93 Aug. 20, 1866 44,807 to 45,660 Dec. 15, 1866

Marriage Contracts.

B B 9 March 3, 1866 43,753 to 45,956 Jan. 22, 1867

Judgmenti,c-e.

B C 4 April 18, 1864 37,786 to 45,719 Dec. 21, 1866

Deeds ner8iv.

DC 2 June 6, 1865 2,706 p to 3,149 . Dec. 11, 1866

Debentures.

D f 7 Aug. 15, 1861 30,472 to 31,172 Aug. 16, 1861



APPENDIX K.

Judgment and Evidence on application for security of cous by Defendant in case
RYLAND Vs. OGILVY.

DistrICt of Montre SUPERIOR COURT OF LOWER CANADA.

The thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six.
No. 2,590.

Present
THE HONORABLE JUDGE BERTHELOT.

GEORGE H. RYLAND, of the City oTMontreal, Esquire, Registrar of the Registration
Division of Montreal,

P'laintif/.
vs.

JOHN OGILVY,.of the same place, Esquire, Merchant,
Defendant.

The Court having heard the parties by their Counsel upon the motion made and fyled
by the Defendant in this cause, on the 26th February last past, that inasmuch as it appears
by the affidavit therewith produced, that the Plaintiff resides without Lower Canida, and
has his domicile in Upper Canada, ho the said Plaintiff he held to give good and sufficient
security for payment of said Defendant's costs, in case the Plaintiff, should fail in hie
present action, and that all proceedings in this cause be stayed and suspended until sucli
security be offered and receoived, having examinea the pioceedings and deliberated thereon,
doth reject the said motion, with costs.

(Signed,) HUBERT, PAPINEAU & HONEY,
P. S. C.

'£ho said J0INtOGILVY, the Defendant in this cause, being duly sworn, maketh oath
and saith:

That the said George H. Ryland, the Plaintiff, has- for severd years last past, except
when absent at times from home and during occasional visits to the City of Montreal,
continsued to reside out of Lower Canada, to wit : at or near the -Town of Picton, in Upper
Canadh, where ho has his domicile. That the said George H. Ryland is generally considered
to be a resident of Picton aforesaid, or its neighbourhood, and that his family is at prçsent
actually residing there. That to corroborate his present affidavit, deponent, produces
herewit- printed copy of au Official Retura made by ehe thon Provincial Seoretary of
this Prov ce, I to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly, dated 2nd
March, 1863, for copies of Reports made by the Inspector of Registry Offices in Lower
Canada," which Return is hereunto annexed marked A, at page eight of which Return, in
the Report made by George Futvoye, Esquire, as Inspector for the Registry Office for
the Registration Division of Montreal, reference is made to the Registrar of the Registration
Division of Montreal, to wit: the said George H. Ryland as " being at his ùsual residence
in-Upper Canada," thus shewing. that he resided without Lower Canada, and further this
depongat saith not.

(Signed,) JOHN OGILVY,
Swora iffore me, at the said City of Montreal,

this 26th day of February, 1866.
(Signed,) JOHN HELDER ISAACSON,

C. S. C.



JOHN WHiTE, of the City of Montreal, in the District of Montreal, Official Assigne
being duly sworb, maketh oath and saith:

That he is well acquainted with George H. Ryland, Esquire, Registrar of the Regis
tration Division of Montreal, to wit: the Plaintiff in this cause, and has been so acquainte(
with him for pwards of fifteen years.

That the residence of the said George H. Ryland is ont of Lower Canada, namely, a
or near the Town of Picton, in Upper Canada, where the said George H. Ryland ha(
resided and had his domicile for the lasB four yeare, and where the fAmily of the sai(
George H. Ryland is ut present residingI

That during the course of the last six months this deponent was desirous of having
certain documents or pleadings of the Court of Chancery in Upper-Canada served*upon
the said George H. Ryland in matters ig which he and tiuis deponent were concerned;
but that this deponent, after making diligent search and careful enquiry, was unable to
find any domicile of the said George H. Ryland in the District of Montreal, and depoenut
was unable, therefore, te have' service nade there upon the said George H. Ryland, who
could not be found in Montreal, and deponent was finally obliged to 'have said documents
or pleadings served upon the said George H. Ryland in Lpper Cawada.

That this deponent has been unable to levy anything under a Writ of Execution
isued against the Plaintiff in the District of Montreal for a sum exceeding one hundred
pounde, for which deponent had obtained judgment against the said George H. Ryland.

That to the best of deponent's knowledge and belief, the said George H. Ryland is
not possessed of any property within Lower Canada sufficient to guaranAle the payment of
the costs-of the present suit, and further the doponent saith net.

Sworn before me, at the said City of Montreal, (Signed,) JOHN WHYTE..

this 23rd day of February, 1866.
(Signed,) J. A, LABAm&x,

C. S. C.

DoXAmD lRAsER, of the Town of Picton, in the County of Prince Edward, in that
part of the Province of Canada which formerly constituted the Province of Upper Canada,
Merchant, being duly sworn,. maketh oath and saith :

That ho is well acquainted with George H. Rylaid, Registrar of the Registration
Division of Montreal; in Lower Canada. That the said Gebrge H. Ryland has for the
last eight years, except when occasionally absent from home constantly resided near the
Town of Pieton aforesaid,- with his family. -

That to the best of this deponent's knowledge and belief the actual domicile of the
said George H. Ryland is near Pioton aforesaid, and he is generally considered to be a
resident of the Township of Hallowell, near the said Town of Pioton. That the family of
the said George I. Ryland is at this moment actually residing near Picton aforesaid, in
the house which constitutes the domicile of the said George H. Ryland, wiere they have
been rçsiding during the past year, and up to the present time; and further deponent
saith not, and.he hath signed.saih nteand-hohih iigýd.(Signed,) DONALD FRASER.
Sworn before me, at Picton aforesaid,

this 18th day of March, 1866.
(Signed,) R. J. FITZGgIALD,

A Commissioner of the said Superior Court, for taking affidavits in. Upper Canada,
for use in Lower Canada, under Consolidated Statutes of Canada, chapter 79.

WILLIAM G. KEMP, of the Town of Pieton, in the County of Prince Edward, in
Upper Canada, Merchant's Clerk, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith ;

That ho is weli acquainted with George H. Ryland, Registrar of the Registration



Divisi6o of Montréal, in Lower Canada. That the said George H. Ryland has, for the
last several years, except when occasionally absent from home, constantly reided at or

nar the Town of Pioton, aforesaid, with his family.
That to the best of this deþonent's knowledgo and belief, the actual domicile of tho&

said Geôrgo B. Ryland is at or near Picton afbresaid, and ho is generally considerod to be
resident of the Town of Picton, or its neighborhood.'

That the family of the said George H. eyland is at this moment actually residing at
or near Pioton aforesaid, in the house which constitutes the domicile of the said George
H. Ryland, where they have been residing for the pa'ût year up to the present timo,,and
further deponent saith not and hath signed.

(ßigned,) WILLIAM G. KEMP.
Sworn before me, at Picton, in the Counti of Prince Eçlward,

this 13th of March, 1866.
(Signed,) Ricu. J. FITZGERALD,

A Commissioner of the said Superior Court, for taking affidavits in Upper Canada,
for use in Lower Canada, under Consolidated Statutes of Canada, cap. 79.

JOHN W& DELL, of the City of Kingston, in the County of Frontenac, in Upper
Canada, buildef, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith ;

That he is well acquainted witli George H.'Ryland, Registrar of the Registration
Division of Montreal; in Lower Canada. , That the said George B. Ryland has, for the
last several years, except whon occasionally absent from home, constantly resided at or
near the Town of Pioton, in the County of Prince Edward, in Upper Canada, with his
family. That to the bet of deponent'e knowledge and belief, the actual domicile of the
saia George H. Ryland, is at or near Picton, aforesaid, and that he is generally considered
to be a resident of the Town of'Picton.

That the family of the said George H. Ryland is actually at this moment reiding at
Picton, in the house which constitutes the domicile of the said George H. Ryland, where
they have been residing during tho past year, and up to the present time; and further
deponent saith not and bath eigned.

(Signed,) JOHN WADDELL.
Sworn before me, at Kingston, aforesaid,

the 24th day of February, 1866.
- (Signed,) JAS. A. HENDERsUN,

A Commissioner of the said Superior Court, fùr taking affidavits in Upper Canada,
for use in'Lower Canada, under Consolidated Statutes of Canada, cap. 79.

The above depoeition was sworn before me, at the City of Kingston, the 24th day of
February, 1866.

(Signcd,) JAS. A. HENDERSON,
A Commissioner under Consolidated Statutes of Canada, cap. 79,

for taking affidavits in Upper Canada, for use in Lower Canada.

PeRoaE ,RYAN, of tho City of Montreal, Esquire, Advocate, being duly sworn,
maketh'oath and saith :-2Tlïat he is acting Agent and Soliöitor on behalf of "The
Romadi Catholio Episcopal Corporation of Montrc " 'n and about the letting and leasing
of certain houses and property belonging to th eu Corporation ii the City of Montreal.

That on or about the 30th day of M 184, by deed of lease passed at Montreal, on
the said laet mentioned day, before Mté. A,. Bourbonnière and, Colleague, Notaries,
and whereof an authentic copy is hereunto annexed, the said Corporation let and. leased
for the terni of one year, from the firet day of the saidmonti of May, unto Captain
Edward Welch, of the said City of Montrea,. Esquire, $arraèkMastor, but since deceased,
that certain dwelling house kno)vn aa.pumber. one, Place Lartigue (or Lartigue Place),
Sherbrookó street, in the -spi ity of Motreal, That the said Captain Edward Welch



and enjoyed possession of the said house as the tenant, locataire, of the said Corporation
in cordance with the terms of tho'said lease, which was continued by tacite reconductio,
fora - thor year, from gud after the first day of May, 1865, and he continued to use au
occupy hoe said house, -under the said lease until the time of his death, to wit, on or abou
the 26th ay of November, 1865, since wbich time the said Roman Catholie Episcopal
Corporatio of ?Montreal holds Dame Sophia Ann England, widow of the said Edward
Welch, resp sible for the said rent; and deponent believes that the furniture garnishing
the said house elongs to said Dame Sophia Ann England, and deponont hath signed.

.(Signed,) PIER('E RYAN.
Sworn before me, at the City of Montroal,

this 24th day of March, 1866:
(Signed,) J. H. JOBIN,

C. S. C. district o(Montreal, L. C.

WiLLIAM C. HARRIS, o\the City of Môntreal, gentleman, being duly sworn, maketh
oath and saitb:

That he.is credibly informed and hath ev.ery reason to believe a'nd doth believe that
the dwelling house number one, Place Lartigue (or Lartigue Place), Sherbrooke street,
City of Montreal, hath not been and 's not now tenanted by the Plaintiff in this cause,
George H. Ryland, but bath been and i now occupied by one Henry Bawtree, a sub-tenant
to Dame Sophia An England, widow o the late Captain Edward Welch, lin bis lifetime,
Barrack-master, of Montreal, and furtkcr onent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) W. '(. HARIS.
Sworn at Montreal,

this 26th day of March, 1866.
(Signed,), 'J. S. HUNTER

Com. Sup. Cout., L. C.

ROBERT ANDERsON, of the City of Montreal, store n, being duly sworn, maketh
oath and saith:

That he is credibly informed and bath every reason to lieve, and doth verily be-
lieve, that the dwelling bouse, No. 1, Place Lartigue (or Lar *-ue Place), Sherbrooke
Street, in the City of Montreal, hath been and is at the present 'nie actually sub-let by
Dame Sophia Ann England, widow of the late Captain Edward We h, in his lifetime of
the said City of Montreal, Barraek-Master, now deceased, toHarvey-B trc of the City'of
Montreal, Esquire, who now uses and occupies the said dwelling as sub- nant of thcsaid
Dame Sophia Ann England.

Thatn Friday last, the 23rd day of March, now instant, this depone procceded to
the said bouse, No. 1, Place Lartigue, in order to ascertain positively by w m the said
house was occupied, and on ripging the bell at the front door of the said hou the said
door was opened by one of the inmates of-the said house, nauely, one of the fema *es.
tics-; that on deponent making enquiry of the said domestic whether be etid
Mrs.. Welch's, the said domestid replied that it was, but that Mrs. W&h ti ide
there at.present, havig sub-let the said house, with the furniture therein, fo Mr. Baw ce
(to wit the said Harvey Bawtree), who had taken the said house up to the first day
May, now next, and that the said, Harvey Bawtree was the actual tenant of said house
and was then residing there; that the said domestio further informed this deponent that
shewas the servant of the said Mr. Bawtree, and .further deponent saith not and bath

.signed.

Sworn at Montreal, (Signed,) ROBERT ANDERSON.

this 26th day of March, 1866.
(Signed,) J. S. HUNTER,

Com. Sup. Court, L. C.



· GEORGE H. RYLAND, Of the City of Montreal, Èsquire, boing duly sworn upon the
loly Evangelists, deposeth and saith : &

That he is the Plaintiff in this c'ause ; That lie has filled the office of Registrar of
the Couwty rand District and Division of Montreal for a number of yars past, and has always
resided in ithe City of Montreal, and bas kept said offica there.

That at the date of the institution of this suit, deponent resided in Montreal and
was a housebolder, keeping bouse at No. 1 Lartigue Place, Sherbrooke Street, wbher-he
still resides; and further deponent saith rot,i

Sworn before me, at Montreal,
this 14th day of March, 1866.

(Signed,) -P. J. B]EAUDRY,
Commissioner, C. S

WARWICK HASTINGS RYLAND, Of tbe City of Montreal, Esquire, being duly sworn
upon the Holy Evangelists, deposeth and saith : q b

That the Plaintiff in this cause, his father, is Registrar, and deponent is Deputy
Registrar for the Registration Division of Montreal.

That the Plaintiff bas for a number of years past resided in the City of Montreal,
and ho keeps his office there.

That at the time of the ·institution of this suit the Plaintiff resided in the City of
ilontreal, and was a householder, living at No. 1, Lartigue Place, Sherbrooke Street,
where he still resides, deponént living there with him; and further deponcut saith not,
add has signed.

(Signcd,) W. H. RYLAND.
Sworn before nie at MontreI,

this 14th dy-of March, 1866.
(Signed,) P. J. BEAUDRY,

Commissioner C. S.

GILBERT SCOTT, of the City of Montreal, gentleman, being duly sworn upon the
Holy.Evangelists, doth depose and say:

That he is well acquainted with Geo. H. Ryland, the plaintiff in this cause, and is
in the habit of meeting him almost every day.

That during the months of January and February last past the plaintiff resided at
No. 1 Lartigne Place, Sherbrook'$ treet, in the City of Mo1dntreal, and still continues to
ieside there, and further deponent aith not, and he bath signed.

V (Signed,) . GILBERT SCOTT.
Sworn before me at Montreal,

this 22nd day of March, 1866.
(Signed,) J. BELLE,

C. S. C.

*HARVEY BAWTREE, of the City of Montreal, gentleman, bcing duly sworn upon
the H1oly Evangelists, doth depose and say:

That he is well acquainted with George H. Ryland, the plaintiff in this cause, and is
in the habit of meeting him almost every day.

That during the months of January and February last past the plaintif resided at
No. 1 Lartigue Place, Sherbrooke Street, in the City of Montreal, and still continues to
\eside there, and further duponent saith net, and ho bath signed.

(Signed,) HARVEY BAWTREE.
Sworn before me at Montrealr.

this 20th day of March, 1866.
(Signed,) P. J. BEAUDRnY,

Com. S. C.



JAMES GODSCHALL JOHNSON, Of the City of Montreal, gentleman, being duly
sworn upon the Holy Evangelists, doth deposo.and say :

That lie is well acquainted with Geoige H. Ryland, the plaintiff in tChis cause, and
is in the habit of meeting him almost every day.

That during the months of January and February last past the plaintiff resided at
No. 1 Lartigue Ppee, Sherbrooke Street, in the City of Montreal, and still continues te
reside there, and further deponent saith not, aud lie hath signed.

(Signed,) JAMES G. JOHNSON.
Sworn before me at Montreal,

this 19th day of March, 1866.
(Signed,) P. J. BEAUDfY,

Com. C. S.

F. W. HENSHAW, Of the City of Montreal, merchant, being duly sworn'upon the
Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say :

That he is well acquainted with Georg?-tl. Ryland, the plaintiff in this cause, and
lie is in the habit of meeting him almost daily.

That deponent reside.s at No. 2 Lartigue Place, Sherbrooke Street, in this city, and
the said Ryland resides at No. 1, in the saine row, and did so during the months of
January and February, last passed, to my knowledge, and further deponent s'aith noti
and he bath signed.

(Signed,) F. W. 11ENSW&WV.
Sworn before me et Montreal,

this 19th day of March, 1866.
(Signed,) 1. J. BEAUDRY,

Con. C. S.

No. 5017.
On this Eïqhth day of illoy, in th- year of Our Lord, one * thousand, eight hundred

and six y.three, .before the Honorable S. C. Monk, one of Her Majesty's Justices of tht
Superior Court for Lower Canada, at the Court iouse, in the City of Montrcal, personally
appeared George Herman Ryland, Reçistrar for the Registration Division of Montrcal,
Joseph Doutre, of the said City pf Montreal, Esquire, Advocate, and Theodore de Monte-
nach, of the parish of St. Charles, Esquire, who by these presents do and each of them
doth acknowledgo themsolves and himself to be jointly and severally indebted to Our
Sovereigu Lady the Queen, in the sum of Sixteen thousand dollars.

The condition of this recognizanco is such, that wherceas the said George Herman
Ryland bath been appointed Registrar for the County of Montreal. now comprised in the
Registration Division cf Montreal, if the said George Herman Ryland do always well
and truly, honestly and faithfully execute the said Office, and perform and fulfil all and
every the duties enjoined and required te be donc by him as sueh Registrar by law in ail
things, then this recognizance shall be void and of no effect, otherwise it shall remain in
full force and virtue.

(Signed,) G. H. RYLAND.
JOSEPH DOtTRE. -
T. DE MONTENACH.

Taken and acknetledged before me ut Montreal,
this eighth 4ay cf May, one thousand eight
hundred aud sixty-three, in duplicate.

(Signed,) S. C, MiONs, S. J.



PROVINCIAL REGIsTRAR'S OFFICE,
Ottawa, 10th Decomber, 1866.

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and faithful copy of the Record of the
Original Bond, as entered in Lib. G. Y., folio 553.

(Signed,) GEO. I. LANE,
Dep. Prov: Registrar.

APPENDIX M.

Documents and Correspondence relating to the SURETjEs of thle Registrar for the
Registration Division of M1ontreai

1. Commissioner to Assistant Provipcial Secretary.
2. Assistant Provincial Secretary to Commissioner.
3. do do to do
4. Registrar to Assistant Provincial Secretary.
5. A. Kierzkowski to Registrar.
6. W. Hogan to do
7. Assistant Provincial Secretary to Registrar.
8. Registrar to Assistant Provincial Secretary.
9. Assistant Provincial Secretary to Registrar.

10. Registrar to Assistant Provincial Secretary.
11. do do do
12. Certificate of J. E. LeBlanc.
13. Provincial Secretary to Registrar.
14. Registrar to Provincial hecretary.
15. Certificate of Deputy Registrar, Richelieu.
16. Provincial Secretary to Registrar.
17. Registrar to Provincial Secretary.
18. do ' to Assistant Provincial Secretary.
19. Jos. Doutre to Provincial Secretary.
20. Provincial Secretary to RCgistrar.

(1)
Montreal, Dec. 7, 1866.

My DAt Sm,-The Registrar for the Registratipn Division of Montreal informs me
that the Security Bonds given by himself with Messrs. Donttre & Delontenach were both
transmitted by·bim to you.

As one of themn is not, as it should bc, enregistered in the Court of Queen's Bench or
Superior Court here, under the provisions ot chapter 37 of the Consolidated Statates for
Lower Canada, section 102, paragraph 4, page 380, will you be good enough to inforn me
what may have become of the two duplicates so said te have beensent to you.

1-have also to request you te furnish me with a copy of all correspondence relating to
the offering and accepting of those gentlemen. as sureties and of any correspondonce with
Mr. Ryland, or thema in any way relating to Mr. Ryland's security, since Messrs. DeMon.
tenach & Doutre became his sureties, except, of course, the petitio.n which I have.

I have the honor ta be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed,) GEO. FUTVOYE,
E. PARENT, Esq., Com. under cap. 13, Con. Stat. of Canada.

Asst. Prov. See'y, &o., &c.



(2) SEenETARY's OFFICE,
Ottawa, 10th Dec., 1866.

SIn,-In reply to the first part of your letter of the 7th instaná I have the honor to
inform you that one duplicate only of his security bond appears to lave been transmitted
by Mr. Ryland in 1863, as will be seen by his letter, dated 8th May, 1863, thie said bond
dated 8th May of that year, binding jointly himself and Messrs. Joseph Doutre and T. de
Montenach, and which, after registration, was sont to the Minister of Finance,

I will gause the copies of correspondence you ask for to be made with all possible
despatch:

T ~the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed,) E. PARENT,
Asst. Sec'y.

GEo. FUTVOYE, Esq.,
. Cothmissioner under cap. 13, C. S. C.,

Montreal.

(3) SECRETAUY'S OFFICE,
Ottawa, lth Dec., 1866.

Sr,-With reference to the latter part of.my letter to you of yesterday's date, I
have the honor to transmit to yotr hereith cpies of correspondence asked for by your
lettkr of the 7th instant.

I have the honor to be, Sir;
4 Your moit obedient servant,

(Signed,) E. PARENT,
Asst. Sec'y.

GEO. FUTVoYE, Esq.,
Com'r under ch. 13, C. S. C.,

Montreal.

(4) REGISTRY OFFICE,
Montreal, 12th December, 186,.

SIn,-Previous to the receipt of your official communication informing me that His
Exceliency the Governor General approved of Messrs. Doutre and Iogan as my Securities,
I'had received a letter from Mr. Sicotte to the same effect, and at neu caused the noces-
sary bonds to be prepared.

f regret, however, to add, that on calling upon the above named gentleman to appear be-
fore one of the Judges for the purpose of completing the recognizance, Mr. Hogan raised an
objection on the ground that Mr. Workman, who had given him a credit of $20,000 in
Molson's Bank, had threatened to withdraw the accommodation if ho became security for
any public officer.

Immediate)y on the receipt of che enclosed note, marked No. 1, I applied to Mr.
Kierzkowski, whose letter, marked No. 2, I enclose.

1 have since submitted to Mr. Abbott the name of Mr. Primrose 1 Quebec, and am
now authorized to-add that of Captain de Montenach.

I regret that there should have been so much delay in completing these recognizances,
but Ris txoellency will perceive how difficult it is for a'public officer situated as I am, to
obtain, i' a place where I have -no family connections, security to so large an amount, ex-
tending in fact to every officer in my Department.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

E. PARENT, Esquire, (Signed,) . H. RYLAND.

Assistant Provincial Secretary,
&o., &c., &c.



(5) ST. CHARLEs, 28th November, 1862.
MY DEAR SIR,-Our mutual friend (Capt. de Montenach) has tran~smaitted to me your

message in reference to a security you are in want of in lieu of one that became extinet by
the death of a friend of yours.

I really would have felt gratified to become seourity, in this instance, were it not
that I am only the usufructory, and not the real proprietor of the Estate, which belongs
to my children; as to my usufruct itself, it is already encumbered in consequence of my
accepting a political mandate.

Believe me, my dear Mr. Ryland, it would have afforded me good deal of pleasure to
make myself agreeable to you in this instance, were it not the utter impossibility in which
I am placed of doing so.

Ever truly, yours,
(Signed,) A. KIERZKOWSKI.

G. H. RYLAND, Esq.,
Montreal.

(lo. 1 from Mr. Hogan.)

(6) MiNONDAY EVENING,
•)Montreal, 3rd November, 1862.

DEAR SIR,-I herewith enclose you the letter from the Honorable Mr. SicQtte, lianded
me, and regret very much to inform you that Mr. Workman is determined that my agree-
ment with him must be carried out strictly; lie, of course, added that I was free to act as 1
choose. I have.already explained to you the aid I obtain from him, and as I an persuaded
you would not haveme forfeit his assistance, most reluctantly decline acting in the inatter
in question.

Trusting you will meet no difficultyin finding a substitute,
I romain, dear Sir,

Yours truly,

(Signed,) W. HOGAN.
G. H. RYLAND, Esquire,

Registrar.

(7) SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Quebec, 16th December, 1862.

SIR,-With reference to your offer of Messrs. Primrose and de Montenach as your
Sureties, contained in your letter of the 12th instant, I have the honor, by command of
His Excellenoy the Governor General, to request that you will furnish this Department
with a description of the immovable property of these two gentlemen.

As you have been without Sureties for a long time already, you are expected to trans-
mit the above information before the end of this month.

I have also'to request that you will state whether the Government is to understand
that Mr. Doutre, who-has been approved as one of your Sureties, is to join or not in the
new bond to be entered into by you.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(signed,) E. PARENT,
G. H. RYLAND, Esquire, Asst. Secretary.

Registrar, Montreal.



(8.) REGISTRY OFFICE,
Montreal, 24th December, 1862.

81a,-In compliance with'His Excellency the Governor General's commands, con-
voyed in your letter of the 16th instant, I have to inform you that Captain de Montenach
is the proprietor of the Isle aux Cerfs on the River Richelieu, tlie mansion thereon, and
the extensive mills on the main shore.

As I have not beard from Mr. Primrose, I can give no description of his property,
but I have reason to think that with the exception of a small property near Quebee, his
estate is situated in England.

As regards Mr. Doutre, he has authorized me to say that he will be ready at any time
to join Captain de Montenach and myself in the necessary recognizances, but I trust the
Government will see the propriety, on the meeting uf Parliament, of reducing the amount
of security to which the Registrars generally are liable.

t have the honor to bc,
Sir,

Vour iost obedient servant,

E. Parent, Esquire, (Signed,) G. H. RYLAND.
Assistant Provincial Secretary,

&c., &c,, &c.

(9.) SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Quebec, 7th Jan., 1863.

Si,-I have the honor, by command of Ris Excellency the Goveraor General to
request that you will furnish this Departx4ent with more.precise information as regards the
property of Messrs. de Montenach and Doutr, the value tliereof and the hypothecary
charges thereon. The surest means of attaini the object desired would be for yen to
transmit a certified statement or extract from the valuation rolls of the Municipalities
where that property is respectively situated, vith certificates from the Registrars as to the
hypothecary charges on that property. *.

You are desired to comply with the above requirement within a week frcn the receipt
of the present letter.

I have, &c.,
(Signed,) B. PARENT,

G. H. Ryland, Esq., Assist. Sec'y.
Registrar, Montreal.

(10.) REGISTRY OFFICE,
Montreal, lOth ijanu, 1863.

Sr,-I have to ack'owledge the receiptof your official communication of the 7th
instant relative to the value of Captain de lontenach's and Mr. Doutre's real estate, and
in reply have to inform you that I immediately complied with the requisition therein con-
tained, by writing to the Registrar of Sorel, and the municipality in which Captain de
Montenach's property is situated, for the information you require, which will be forwarded
to you as soon as I receive it. I sh'all endeavor to obtai similar information relative to
Mr. Doutre's estate, but I trust His Excellency will permit me resrpectfully to observe that
this gentleman has.already been officially accepted as one of my securities by the Attorney
General East, Mr. Sicotte, and'considering the recognized difficulty in procuring security
to such enormous amount as is required of me, the difficulty would be increased te an im-
practicable extent, if, after a formal.approval, the matter is to be re-opened, and further
difficulties raised' to the acceptance of the party in question.

I have &c.,
E. PAREUT, Esq., (Signed,) G. B. RYLAND.

Assist. Prov. Sec., Quebec.



(11.) REGISTRY OFFICE,
Montreal, 14th Jan., 1863.

SIR,-I herewith enclose two memoranda which I have just received, relative to the
assessed value of Capt. de Montenach's property, which is clear of all encumbrances.

The value of his personal estateI have not the means of ascertaining, but I under-
stand that he is heir to the whole of his mother's property, which is considerable.

The assessed value of Mr. Doutre's property in Montreal is as follows:
St. Constant Street, .2,400
German Street, . ... . . . 83,000
Juror Street, . . ..... 81,000

t He owns besides four houbse in St. George Hypolito Street, village of St Jean Bap-
tiste, two houses in St' Dominique street, in the same village, a lot and house in St.
Nicholas Tolentin street, Montreal; a lut in St. Lawrence Street ; one-third of the suc-
cession of the late Pierre Doutre, and hypotheces registered in the Registry Office, Montreal,
to the amount of $4,240.

I have, &c.,
E. PARENT, Esq., (Signed,) G. H. RYLAND.

Asst. Prov. Secretary,
to. &c.

(12.)
Je soussigné, secrétaire-trésorier de la municipalité de la paroisse de St. Charles, dans

le comté de St. Hyacinthe, certifie à tous qu'il appartiendra, que l'Isle aux Cerfs, appar-
tenant-à Charles Théodore de Montenach, écr., et située dans la dite municipalité de St.
Charles, est évaluée dans le role d'évaluation pour la dite paroisse de St. Charles, à la
somme de mille quatre cents piastres.

ST. CHABLES,,Ce 13 janvier, 1863.
(Signé,) J. E. LEBLANQ,

Sec.-Trés.
Dans le cadastre de.la Seigneurie de Beloeil, fait par H, Judah, commissaire sous

l'Acte Seigneurial, le 7 février 1860, il est établi,
Au No. 4, Valeur du moulin banal, . 84,000

Do 5, do domaine seigneurial, $1,200

(13.) SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Quebec, 11th March, 1863.

SIR,-With reference to your letter of the 10th January last, I have it in command
from His Excellency the Gorernor General to remark that a certificate from the Registiar
of Richelieu as to the hypothecs against Mr. DeMontenach's property, is not furnished
by you, although you state it to be frec from all incumbrances.

I am, therefore, further commanded to request that you will transmit such a certi.
ficate te this Department without delay.

I have the honor, &o.,
(Signed,) J. O. BUREAU,

Secretary.
G. H. RYL ND, Esq., Montreal.

REGISTRY OFFICE,
(14.) - Montreal, 12th March, 1863.

SIR,-1 have the honor to enclose the certificate required in your officigl letter of
yesterday's date, which I was under the impression I had sent. you long ago.

lion.J. O BURATJI have, &c., &c.,Hon. J. 0. BuR aU, G. H. RYLAND,
e9y. s90., 999çbç0,



(15.) REGISTRY OFVICE OF THE COUNTY OF RICHELIEU.

I. the undersigned, Deputy Registrar of the County of Richelieu, do hereby certify
that, having made a search of all the hypothecary documents and privileges enregistered,
in this Office against Charles Theodore DeMontenach, and which by the books therein
do not appear to have been wholly discharged, I have found none.

All which I do hereby certify to all whom it niay concern.
Witness my hand, at the Town of Sorel, in the said Office, this 20th day of the

month of January, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three.

(Signed,) JULES CHEVALLIER,
D. R.

(16.) SECRETARY'S qPFICE,
Quebec, 20th March, 1863.

SiRt,-I have te lionor to inform you that His Excellency the Governor General has
been pleased to accep Joseph Doutre and Charles DeMontenacl, Esquires, as your sureties
as JRegistrar of the Registration Division of Montrenl, on condition of their justifying
before a Judge, and notifying the Crown of the day on which the surety bond is proposed
to be given.

I have, &e., &c.
(Signed,) J. O. BUREAU,

Secretary.
G. H. RYLAND, Esq.,

Registrar, Montreal.

(17.) REGIETRY OFFICE,
Montreal, 3rd April.

SIR,-On the receipt of your official communication of the. 20th ultimo, 1 notified
Messrs. Doutre and de Montenach that they had been accepted by Ris Excellency the
Governor General as my securities, and the instant the latter comes into town, they will
proceed to jùstify before a Judge and complete (he Surety Bonds, which are already drawn
up as required by law.

I have, &c., &c.,
(Signed,) G. H. RYLAND.

The Honorable J. O. Bureau,
Provincial Secretary.

(18) REGISTRY OFFICE, .
Montreal, 8th May, 1863.

SiR,-Having, in compliance7'*th the requirements of the law and Ris Excellency's
in>tructions,. entered into the necessary recognizanco as Registrar- of the Registration

--- ivision of Montreal, I herewith enclose a duplicate copy of the Bonds.
I have, &c., &o.,

(Signed,) G. H. RYLAND.
E. PARENT, Esq.,

Asst. Prov. Secretary,
Quebec.



(19.) MONTRÉAL, b août -1863.
MONSIEUR,-J'ai l'honneur d'informer Son Excellence le gouverneur.général et les

membres du Conseil Exécutif, que pour des causes qui me sont personnelles, je désire que
le cautionnement que j'ai donné conjointement avea M. le Capt. de Montenach . en faveur
de Sa Majesté pour George H. Ryland, écuier, régistrateur pour le comté de Montréal,
soit:considéré comme retiré et cancelé do ce jour.

En justice pour M. Ryland je dois dire que cette démarche do ma part n'est causée
par aucune crainte que ce cautionnement ne devienne onéreux, par la conduite de M.
Ryland dans l'administration du bureau d'enregistrement, mais que le besoin seul de libérer
mes biens de cet engagement éventuel me porte à l'adopter.

J'ai l'honneur, &c., &c.,

L'honorable Ferguson Blair, ' (Signé,) JOSEPH DOUTRE.

Secrétaire provincial,
Québec.

(20.) SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Quebec, 21st August, 1863.

§IR,-I have the honor to inform you that, by letter received this day, Mr. Joseph
Doutre withdraws his security in your favor as registrar for Montreal, and that it becomes .
necessary that you should submit the name of another gentleman as one of your surbties.

I have the honor to be, &0., &o.,
(Signed,) J. FERGUSON BLAIR,

Secretary.
G. H. RYLAND, Esq.,

Registrar, Montreal.

(N.)

(1.) CROwN LAW DEPARTMENT,
Ottawa, 19th December, 186'5.

SiR,-I am directed by the Hon. the Attorney General for Lower Cana'da to draw
your attention to the article in the Evening Telegraph, herewith transmitte# to you,
relative to the Registry Office of which you are Registrar, with the view of your making
such remarks thereon as you may think proper.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

GEO. FUTVOYE,
Clerk of Crown Law Department.

G, H. RYLAND, Esq.,
Registrar, Montreal.

(2.) Extract from the I Evening Tel4graph" of December '15, 1865.

TUE MONTREAL REGISTRY OFFICE.

If we had a Governmen't which at all respected the right of the publie to be served
by publie servants, we should- certainly long ago have had a reform in-the Registry Office
of Montreal. Vear after year every one who bas bad anything to do with that Office has
had to complain of the most inconvenient delays, which are of grave moment when the
largeness bf the interesta at stake are.considered. We now sec that a gentlelpIg namq4



Thibault writes to a French contemporary that during Aght days he went ton times to the
Rcgistry Office for some deeds rclating to a Sliff's sale, which it was of great conecquence
that he should have, and was every time promised the deeds immediately, till at last ho
found that important publie functionary, the Deputy Registrar, amusing himself with a
lively convefsation with some friends, and, on asking for his papers, was rndely pushed
out of the door, which was then closed in his face. Another case,sbowing the carelessncss
of the interests of the publie manifested in this office, though without any of the accompany-
ing aggravations of which Mr. Thibault complains, came to our notice a few days ago. It
was necessary te obtain a certificate of the registration of a certain document which was to
be sent to England, in order te make a claim for a sum due on a Iife Policy, and the per-
son who went to the Office on the business was informed that ho could not possibly have
the-work donc in less than six weeks. Whcther lie will get the paper at the end of six
weeks bas yet to b secen ; but here was the case of a widow, having all the pressing need
for money which usually accompanies the loss of the hcad of a family, and she must have
the receipt of the provision which liad been made for her postponed for six weeks, because
a well-paid public officer chooses te do his work in se slovenly a manner as to be always in
arrear. There werc some special circumstances, whiclh need net be mentioned, besides
the desire which every one has te receive a considerable amount of due money, which
made it important that the business should be transacted without delay, in order te avoid
the possibility of a very long postponement But all that did net affect the mind of the
Montreal Registrar. A family might, for ail ho cared, be involved in a law suit or have
their property sold by the Sheriff for want of a sum of money, thé payment of whieh was
delayed solely by want of business-like habits on the part of the Registrar. If such delays
were necessary that would be another matter, but it takes no longer te register a deed now
than six weeks hence; nor is there any reason why the work of each day, as a general rule,
should net be done on the day. Any occasional pressure of business beyond the average
could net cause delay beyond a day or two at most; and we hold that the Government
ought te insist upon it that the Registrar should bring his work up te, or nearly up te the
last moment, se that if a deed is left for any purpose at the Office, the party who deposits
it may have some hope of getting it back while the thing is fresh in bis mind, and not
only after months of delay, by which time he perhaps has forgotten the whole matter, and
may find, too late, some blunder or omission in the forms, which would never have taken
place had the work been completed while the affair was fresh. Banks and many other
establishments bring up their books daily. Why should public officers be the only ones
from whom the transaction of business in a business-like way is net expected.

(Berald, of Dec. 14th, 1865.)

Letters from Mr. Thibault, referred te in tho foregoing article.

(3.) POLITESSE DE M. RYLAND.

M. LE RÉ'DACTEUR,-Il existe depuis longtemps d'intolérables abus dans le Bureau
d'Enregistrement de cette ville. Déjà plusieurs fois, de bravos et 4onnêtes cultivateurs,
venant de la campagne, ont été cavalièrement traités par certains employés de ce bureau
et particulièrement par M. Ryland, fils.

J'ai entendu plusieurs plaintes faites contre ce bureau et à ces griefs; permettez-moi
d'ajouter celui-ci, qui m'est personnel. J'aurais pu traduire M. Ryland devant un tribunal
correctionnel, mais j'ai préféré rpettre les choses sous les yeux du public, afin qu'il en juge.

Depuis huit jours, j'étais allé une dizaine de fois au bureau d'enregistrement dans le
but d'obtenir un certificat dans une vente de terre, par décret, d'une grande importance et
dont chaque heure de retard pouvait causer de graves dommages aux parties intéressées,
M. Ryland, ou ses subalternes, me promettaient de jour en jour, d'heure en heure, le
certificat en question. Hier, sur les onze heures, a.m., j'y retourfiais encore; j'y trouvai
M. Ryland, fils, én compagnie de trois ou quatre amis.

Je demandai poliment mon certificat à M. Ryland, il vint à moi faché, me repoussa
brutalement et ferma la porte. Est-ce là la7politesse, la justice et l'impartialité de l'homme
publie ? Placé dans un bureau ggi g, e M gjet4tr sor arroganoQ et so u rggj



à la porte, s'il ne veut y aller lui-même, et qu'il se rappelle qu'il est le serviteur de tous et
qu'il est payé pour l'être.

J'ai l'honneur d'être, etc.,
C. H'IIIBAIJLT.

Montréal, 6 décembre, 1865.
(Minerve 9 décembre, 1865.)

(4.) POLITESSE DU DÉPUTÉ RÉGIISTRATEUR RYLAND, UNE RÉCLAME, ETC.

MONSIEUR LE RÉDACTEU,-Je n'ai pas l'habitude de décrier personne, je n'ai pas
pour règle non plus de me taire devant l'injustice et la malhonncteté-de qui que ce soit.
Je respecte tout le monde à condition qu'on se respecte d'abord et qu'on ne m'insulte pas
sans raison.

Il existe, depdis longtemps, des abus criants dans le Bureau d'Enrégistrement de cette
ville. Déjà plusieurs fois, de braves et honnêtes cultivateurs, venant de la campagne, y
ont été odieusement traités par certains employés et particulièrement par M. Ryland, fils.

J'avais entendu plusieurs plaintes faites contre ce gros despote paresseux, qui, au lieu
d'executer les ouvrages qu'on requiert de lui, chasse les gens du bureau en leur disant des
sottises et des grossièretés impardonnables à un homme d'honneur.

Pour les sottises, elles sont naturelles à certaines gens, et je n'en suis nullement surpris
de la part de M. Ryland. Mais ce que je ne puis concevoir, c'est qu'on se moque des
gens, qu'on les maltraite et qu'on les trompe en leur promettant leurs pièges sans les leur
donner au temps dit, sans que les autorités n'y portent un prompt et efficace remède!
J'espère qu'on y fera attention. Je fais ici une réclame en faveur de M. Ryland afin de
lui prouver que je ne lui veux que du bien. Je demande au gouvernement de vouloir
bien lui accorder un salaire e.tra afin de li mettre à même de retourner à l'école ou de
payer -des maîtres de politesse; qualité essentielle à tout le inonde, même à un gros
mustapha comme lui.

Depuis huit jours j'étais allé une dizaine de fois au bureau d'enrégistrement dans le
but d'obtenir un certificat dans une vente de terre par décret, d'une grande importance et
dont chaque heure de retard pouvait causer de graves dommages aux parties intéressées.
M. Ryland, ou ses subalternes, me promettaient de jour en jour, d'heure en heure, le
certificat en question. Hier, sur les onze heqres a.m., j'y retournqi encore; j'y trouvai
M. Ryland en compagnie de trois ou quatre amis; à ln manière avec laquelle il me reçut
je serais tenté de croire qu'ils étaient en goguette. Je lui demandai poliment mon certificat,
M. Ryland vint à moi faché, me repoussa brutalement et ferma la porte. Est-ce là la
politesse, la justice et- l'impartialité de l'homme public?

Que M.Ryland le sache, je ne permettrai jamais qu'on m'insulte impunément dans
l'accomplissement de mes devoirs. Placé dans un' bureau publie, M. Ryland doit mettre
son arrogance et son orgueil à la porte, s'il ne veut pas y aller lui-même, et qu'il se rappelle
qu'il est le serviteur de tous et qu'il est payé pour l'être et grassement payé.

J'ai l'honneur d'être, etc. -
0. THIBAULT.

Montréal, 6 décembre, 1865.
(L'Ordre, lundi, Il décembre, 1865.)

Translation.)

POLITENESS OF MR. RYLAND

MR. EDITO,--For a long time past intolerable abuses exisc in the Registry Office of
this city. Several times already, respectable farmers, coming from the country, have been
roughly treated by certain employees in that office, and particularly by Mr. Ryland, junr.

I have heard of several complaints made against that officer, and te those grievances
allow me to add the following, which concerns bie periébly. I siit hhW er7nuèht Mr.



Ryland before a legal tribunal, but I have preferred placing the matter before the eyes of
the public, te whose judgment I submit it:

During the last week I have been half a score of times te the Registry Office, to
obtain a certificate relative te land sold by Order of Justice, of great importance, and
every hour in the obtaining of which might cause serious damages te the parties interested.
Mr. Ryland or his subordinates, promised me from day te day, and fim hour te hour, the
certificate in question; yesterday, about eleven o'clock in the forenoon * I went thore again,
found Mr. Ryland, junr., in company with three or four friends.

I politely asked Mr. Ryland for my certificate. He approached me angrily, pushed
me out by force, and shut the door. Is this the politeness, the justice, and the impartiality
of a public officer ? Holding a public office, Mr. Ryland should lay aside his arrogance
and bis pride, if lie does net wish to be laid aside himself, and lie should bear in mind that
lie is the paid servant of the copnmunity at large.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
C. THIBAULT.

Montreal, 6th Dec., 1865.
(Minerve, 9th Dec., 1865.)

(Translation.)

POLITENESS OF THE DEPUTY REGISTRAR RYLAND.

MR. E rIToR,-I arm not in the habit of running down any body, but I am not
inclined te remain silent in face of the following case of injustice and improper behaviour.
I respect every body se long ase am net, without cause, insulted.

Crying abuses have long existed in the Registry Office of this City. Already respec-
table farmers coming from the Country have been several times there shamefully treated-
by certain employees, and more particularly by Mr. Ryland, Jr.

I had heard several complaints made against that great, lazy despot, who instead of
attending te his work, drives people from the Office by coarse insults, unpardonable in a
man of honor.

Coarse behaviour is natural te some people, and I am not at ail surprised at such on
the part of Mr. Ryland; but what I cannot understand, is that people should be there
laughed at, ill-treated and deceived, without the authorities applying a ready and efficaceous
remedy. I hope attention will be given to the matter.

I have a claim te put in in favor of Mr. Ryland, to show him that I only wish him
good. I ask the Government te grant him an extra salary, te enable him te return te
school, or te take léssonson politeness; a quality required by every body, even by a great '
rnustapha like him.

During the last week I went half a score of times te the Registry Office to obtain a
certificate relative te land sold by Order of Justice, of great importance, and every heur
in the obtaining of which might cause serious damages te the parties interested. Mr.
Ryland or his subordinates promised me from day te day and from hour te hour the certi-
ficate in question. Yesterday, about eleven o'clock in the forenoon,* I went there again ; I
found there Mr. Ryland, in company with three or four friends. From thg manner in
which he.,treated me, I was inclined te believe they were merrymaking. I politely asked
for my certificate. He approached me augrily, pushed me out by force, and shut the door.
Is that the politeness, justice, and impartiality of a public officer ?

Ijt Mr.Ryland know, tha.t I shall never allow any one te insult me with impunity,
-when discharging my duty. Holding a public offiêe, Mr. Ryland should ·lay aside his
arrogance and pride, if he does not wish to be laid aside himself; and he should bear ln
mind that he is the paid servant of the community at laige, and a well-paid one.

.1 have the honor te be, &c.,
C. THIBAULT.

Montreal. Dec. 6, 1865.
(L'Ordre, Dec. 11, 1865.)

* (Seo deposition of Charles Thibaalt, No. 64.)



(5) WARwCK HIOUSE, 24th December, 1865.
SiR,-The sudden and very alarming illness of iny daughter compelling my attend-

ance here, will, I trust, be considered a sufficient excuse for not iaving before acknow-
ledged the reccipt of your official communication of the 19th instant, enuclosing a nunber
*of the Evening Telegraph containing a very false and malicious inisstateiment relative to
the Registry Officô of Montreal, under ny charge, with a view of ny naking such remîarks
thereon as I thinkxproper.

I really know not what observations I can make on a statemuent entirely void of truth,
but I will as briefly as possible, subnit'the siinple facts on which the article in question
was concocted, that the Attorney General may come to his own cniclusiont on the subject.

A short time ago an illiterate and vulgar young man, a Clerk ni' a Lawyer naied
Chapeleau, called at my office, and in the naie ot' his employer, asked for a certificate in
regard to propertywhich had been seized by him; he was so urgent that it should be-pre
pared with the least possible delay and placed in the hands of the Sheriff, that we laid
aside other pressing work, and the instant it was finishcd, sent it up to the Sheriff.

Some days after, this fellow again cane to the office, a'nd foreiug his way into uy pri-
vate room, asked the Deputy Registrar, in very insulting language, wlether le intended
to keep his promise to Mr. Chapeleau, and orl being told that the certificate liad been for
some days in the Sherif's hands, le conducted himself in so impertinent a nianner, that lie
was at once, and I think very propcrly, ordered out of the room.

There is no douàt that the publie have a riglt to complain of the present very faulty
systema of Registration in Lower Canada. I have myself, several imes, brought the sub-
ject under the notice of the Government, dwelling, as regards my own office, on the dila-
pidated state of the Indices, which render a general search a-tedious and uiost laborious

1affair.
It is not the OJfcer then; but the system that is to blame.
As regards my official conduct I dety and co'urt inquity ; I cannot, it is truc, perfori

impossibilities, nor do I uttempt them, but this 1 unhesitatingly avuw, that no uirprejudiced
rational man, knowig the difliculties I have to contend witb, having business to transact
in my office, ever had just reason to coumplain of the Depagtment under miy charge.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

G. 11. IYJAND.
GEO. FUTVOYE, Esquire,

CROwN LAw DEPARTMENT, Januany 8th, 1SGG.
Srn,-I ama directed by the Honorable the Attorney General· for Lower Canada, to

state that the explanations given by you in your letter addressed to nie un the 24th ult.,
are quite sat isfactory to himi.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your mcost obedieut servant,

GEO. FUTVOYE.
G. H. RYLAND, REsq.,

Registrar, Montreal.

(0.)
(1) REOISTRY OFFICE, Montreal, 19th June, 1851.

SIn,-Towards the close of the last Session, r called the attNntion of the Gçoverunient
to the very dilapidated state of thle Indices in the Itegistry Office for the County of
Montreal, particularly those kept by my predecessQr Mr. Dowling, which, wlien handed
over to me, were literally in pieces.

You were then too much engaged to look into the subject, but pronised that you
would give your attention to it at some future time.

il



This you havo since donc, and having, during your inspection of the office, had
deular proof of the correctness of my statement in regard to the books, jou will, I think,
admit that soe legislative enactment is absolutely nec(ssary, in order te secure a better
working of the syîtem, and particularly to facilitate the process of making searches, one of
the most important duties connected with Registration. At present it is not only an
expensive and laborious affair, but attended with results altogether asatisfactory to the
public, who are unable to obtain the jn·ompt and comnplete information whicli is at all times
requisite, wheu propcity is about changing hands, or money to be loaned on landed
security.

Wq are now compelled, in naking an ordinary search, not only tW wade through nine
vols. of Indices, but as the entries in the Registers, during the time, of Mr. Dowling, do
not in many instances correspond with either the Minute books, or the books of the Index,
te havë recourse to the procès rprbal of the Commissioners, and very often to read over the
full length entries, a very tedious work, occupying sometimes several hands, and even then
the scarch is far from e% clusive.

The expense of scarb g is, under such circumstances, very great, for 4 cannot
certify to a negative, and our certificate, consequently contains all entries for and against
the party concerned.

Thus the Registrar is abused for not giving the precise information wanted, and the
Government, as a nmatter of course, naturally cone in for some share of the blame for not
having taken steps te remedy the cvil.

I must cofess that I have often lamented that I was not consulted before the appoint-
ment.of the Commission under the Act 12 Vie., cap. 121, for I conceive that, with the
same expendituré, more satisfactory results miglit bhve been had. Not that 1 blane the
Commissioncrs in any way, for I an convinced, the.y performed their duty te the best of
their ability, but having no previous knowlcdge of the process of Registration, they
ptoceeded to a certain degree in the dark.

Under the peculiar circumstances. in which I was placed, I could..no, for obvions
reasons, interfere with their operations; netertheless, 1 dia not hesitate te press upon
them what they(subsequently fully adrnmtted, viz., the necessity ýfor a total rrrision of the

This.has now become inq>crative ; itr fact the office cannot long be carri'd on without it.
It will, no doubt, he aftended with considerable expense, which the Province vill

have te defray. I would therefore, suzgest that, instead of revising the- Indices in their
present cumbrous shape, there should be one general revised Index arranged, dictionary
thshion, shewing at one glance every transaction entered into by the saine individual, with
sufficient space 'te contain auy further entries for a number of years te come.

In order te reimburse the Province, any monies required for this work, I would
further suggest that the tax now exacted on Registration, under 12 Vie., cap. 112, as an
aid towards building the Court louse, should be applied as a kind of sinking fund to this
purpose, a much more popular application, you may rest assured, of the money than the
present one. For mon who grudre paying moncy towards the erection of a building they
may nevej enter, will have no objection te the payment of an additional sum, which is te
facilitate, er give incrcased security te their own pecuniary operations.

I have the honor te be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed,) G. H. RYLAIND.
The Houble. L. T. DRUmMOND,

Attorney General, &c., &e., &c.

REGISTRY OPFICE,

(2) Montreal, 28th October, 1854.
- Sa,-Iaving several tintes, during the last eighteen months, directed Mr. Attorney

General Drummond's attention te the dilapi'dated state of the Indices in the Montreat
Registry Office, particularly those kept by my p-redepessor, which, besides being literally
in pieces, do not correspond with the full. lengtb entries, an4 as every day adds to the



evil, 'and augments the difliculty of making searches, I consider it my duty to bring the
matter in a more farinal shape before lis Excellency .he Governor General in Council, in
the hope that some enactment, ca-lculated to meet the pressing necessity of the case, may
be decided upon lbefore the, close of the present ses-sion of Parliament.

The Attorney General East. having visited this office, and inspected the Records
thereof, can form a pretty correct opinion of what is wanting.

Were the rndices less numerous than they are and without error, a nere copy would
perhaps furnish ail tliat would be required, but, as I have before said, tlhe correctness of
Mr. Dowling's books is not to be depended on.

I' have therefore proposed an entirely new Index, arranged " dictionar~y-fashion,"
and giving at one view the exact state of every man's ineumbrances as rqgards registered
claims, which, under the present systeni, is in no way to, be arrived at.

I an aware that the*cost of such a work as I propose, would, in the first instance, far
exceed that of a mere copy of the present Indices, but this would be more than made up by
the incieased couvenience to the public ; and moreover, I have suggested. that if the tax
at present raised ou Registration towards building a Court iuse, werehereafter to be
applied towards the liquidation of the costs of the Revised Indices, this impost, instead
of being, as now, obnoxious to all classes, would gladly be paid by parties, who, in doing
so, would feel that the exaction was lor the purpose ofaffording increased security to their
own monied transactions.

Whilst on the subject of Registration, I trust I May be permitted Most respectfully
to express my regret tbat the Governuient should have allowed a Bill, such as that intro-
duced by Mî·. Prevost,* to pass through a second reading ; without notice or opposition,
particularly as it is known that Mr. Prevost, who lias quarrelled with the Registrar of
Terrebohne, had, in a spirit of hostility, threatened before the meeting of Parliament to
bring in a bill to increase the labor and diminish the emoluments of Registrars generally.

It is to personal legislation of this kidd, on the part of ignorant and malevolent indi-
viduals, that the people may attribute all the injudicious changes which have taken place
in the Registry Ordinance, and prevented the publidfron deriving the benefit which was
désigned by a measure declared by the late Earl <f Durham essential to the prosperity of
the country, and the .security of those who might be tempted to invest their money in
-Lowe/Canada.

Instead of putting the Statute into force as originally drawn up with great care by
the then Chief -Justice of the Province, the late Sir James Stewart, (a gentleman con,
sidered in his day equal in ability and legal attainients to Mr. Prevost,) when all secret
incumbranees on propcrty would at once have been brought to light: cvery man so dis-
posed, on being elected a member of Parliament, no matter how ignorant or incompetent
the individual, has been permitted to thrust upon the country, in the shape of what is
called amendments, his absurd and crude notions in regard to reg-i3tration, until at last
the real intentions of the law, like the Will in Swift's " Tale bf a Tub," bas been
entirely lost sight of.

As regards Mr. Prevost's amendment, which, I feel assured, escaped the notice of the
Attorney General and other members of the Government, I need only remark that were
it to become law, any desigding individual having an ill-will towards a Registrar, might,
at a cost of 12s. 6d., take possession of his books for a' whole day to the exclusion of the
rest of -the public, and as the officer would have no control over his Indices, portions of
the books might be expected gradually to disappear altogether, when, instead of being
dalled upon to pass an Act for revising an In'dex, the law officers of the Crown might be
required to adopt means for the recovery of the missing records of thd office.

Trusting that I am not transgressing the bounds of official correspondence in hazard-
ing remarks which are prompted by a sincere desire to facilitate the working of a law of
which I am one of the administrators,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble serzant,

The lon. P. J. O. CHAUVEAU, G. H. RYLAND,
PIrovincial liecretary.

s Tbis Bill1, No, 133 of 1864, was last in the Legislative Council.



(2Trans7ation.) QUEBEC, 1Oth November, 1854.
.Si',-After thé conversation I have had the honor to have with you since I have

been in*Quebec, on the necessity of new Indexes for the Montreal Registry Office, and of
the adoption of a mpre prarticable .nystem than that now in force, I regret mnuch that
nothing is to be done.

I easily conceive that iii the position you occupy, being troubled, with applications of
cvery kind, it is often impossible for you to give ta all that share of attention which some
muay require. But, Sir, you know that this applicition is altogether of an exceptional
character.

The Registrar, Mr. Ryland, feeling it impossible te convey te y.ou verbally in suffi.
ciently strong terms the necessity of the renewal of hic Indexes of bis office, begged you
to inspect them personally (which you were kind enough te d'o) in order to ascertain the-
state of those books, and to sec how much it was necessary te renew them.

Yoi say that a Bill will be passed for this purpose, but that the expenses for carrying
it out will be defrayed out of a fund to be created by the provisious of a general municipal
law not yet pased. By allowiug that office te continue in the present state of those In-
dexes, the very keys of an office of that kind, the consequenceslikely to result appear te
be lest siglit of.

If the sureties of Mr. Ryland knew the risks to which they are exposed when he gives
certificates of scarch, I am sure they would immediately ask te be relieved from their
responsibility.

These xVisks extend net only te the Registrar and his sureties, but the Public may
suffer losses, the extent of which it is impossible te calculate.

I do net know whether it would not be prudent for Mr. ltyland te place before the
Executive Council.f-this Province such declaratory document as might, in case of need,
protect the Ilegistrar, his sureties and the public from the consequcnbces resulting from
the causes which bave led te this application,

I have the honor te be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

LEON DOUTRE,

The .Hon. LEwis T. DRUMMOND, 
Deputy Registrar.

Attorndy General for Lower Canada.

'(4.) QuEBEc, 10th May, 1855.
Sir,-Having several times, (without any result,) addýessed your predocessor in

office, relative te the dilapidated state ofethe Indices, handed over te me by the Commis:
sioners, under the Act 12 Vie. cap. 121, I think it my duty again te press the subject ân
the notice of the Government, in the hope that something will be done during the
psesent session te remedy the evil, and te secure a better working of the systemn by facili-
tating the process of making searches, one of the most important duties connected with
registration.

At present this is net only a laborious and expensive affair, but unattended with
rcsults in any way satisfactory te the public who are unable te obtain the prompt and com-
plote information se essential to parties who are about te invest their money on security of
landed estate.

The Indices complained <>f are now literally in pieces, and some of the leaves so
worn that it is difficult te decipher them. But this is net al, they are in every way faIlty,
and do net correspond with the entries in the Minute Books, and full length entries.

Under ordinary circumstances, suppsig the Indices te have originally been correct,
and that their present dilapidated state was Pught about by th- usual fair wear and tear
of officia] referenco te tbem, it might perhaps'have been a question whether the muni-
cipality of the Countyphould net provide the means of renewing them.

But it must be borne in mind that the preseont state of these Books is owing in a great
measure te the operations of the Commissioners appointed by Government. That in the
discharge of the duties imposed on thcae gentlemen, they were obliged tO bave constant



reference to the books, which consequently became worn out before their labors could have
bebn said te cease, and one of their last acts beforo the close of the Commission was a
representation to the Government, urging the necessity of a rovision of the Indices.

Under these circumstances, I thnk his Excellency the Governor Gencral in Council
will see the propriety of an appropriation of' public money for this purpose.

IL is now upwards of two years ago since I first brought the subject under the notice
of the Attorney-General East. He thon, as you will perceive by the enclosed copy of a
communication from him, acknowledgcd its importance, and having subscquently, by a
personal inspection of the books in question, convinced himself of the pressing necessity
of the case, he promised, if possible, to introduce some mensure to remedy the evil.

As the present system of Indesing is very defective, I have proposed that instead of
a mere transcript of the old books, a new and gencral Index, arranged dictionary-fashion,
should be substituted, by which an insight at one glance would be given of the whole
affairs of every individual having business in the Registry Office.

This would certainly be attended with some expense, but the convenience to the
public would bo very great, and by appropriating the tax now raised in the tegistry Office
toward3 huilding a Court Iouse, for this purpose, the work would be completed without
any ultimate charge on the general funds of the Province.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obt. humble servant,

G. H. RYLAND.
The Hon. G., E. CARTIER,

Provincial Secretary, &c., &c.

(5) ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Quebec, February 25th, 1853.

SI,-I am directed by the Honorable the Attorney General for Lower Canada, to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant, relative to the Commission un-
der the 12th Vie., Cap. 121, and -to infori you that it will be quite out of his power te
give any attention to the matter during the present Session of Parliament. At the same
time, ho desires me to return you his best thanks for the information afforded by your let-
ter; as he consideri it a matter of gr.eat importance, it shall have his serious attention im.
mediately after the Sessioù.

I have the honor to he; Sir,
Your obedient servant,

E. A. GENEREUX,
G. H Rµ'LAND, Clerk.

Registrar, Montreal.

(6) REGISTRY OFFICE,
Montreal, 17th January, 1862.

Si,-In forwarding the enclosed return, I would again call the attention of the
Government to the very dilapidated state of the Indices, and Minute Books kept by my
predecessor, rendering the operation of searching, expensive, difficult and unsatisfactory.

Understanding that the Attorney General East is about to bring in a Bill to amend
the Éegistry Law, I avail myself of this opportunity to suggest one or two changes in the
present system, which, if adoptel, will greatly facilitate registration, guarding against the
possibility of errors in transcription, and affording at the same time, a cansiderable revenue
te the Province, and much accommodation to the public.

ln the first place, I would suggest that the present Indices bo doue away"altogethpr,
and a new Index substituted, compiled from the commencement of the Office, and arranged
not only alphabetioally, but dictionary fashion, so that, instead of being compelled to
search throfgh eleven or twelve volumes of Indices, as at present, the whole of every



man's affairs would be found togother. There is no doubt that the first *cost of such a
work mightbc considerable, but the Government would have no difficulty in procuring
some competent person t undertake it for a comparatively small sum, particularly if the
Registrar undertook to supervise the work. Moreover, I would confine the alterations in
the Indices, in the first instance, to the Counties of Montreal and Quebèc ; 2nd. I would
suggest that all Notaries should, after a given fixed period, be compelled to prepare their
Deeds on Stamped paper of uuiform size to be supplied by the Government, as in the
County of Middlesex in England.

That in all cases where registration is necessary, it shall be conpuisory on every No
tary to furnish the Registrar with duplicate copies, on both of which the Registrar shall
at once affix a corresponding number, with a certificate of Registration on one copy to be
ret ned to the party enregistering.

he other copy to remain in the office on record, and wlhenover a sufficient number
of o uments have been deposited to forn a volume, the Registrar shall cause thein to be
bound together and authenticated, as at present, hy the Prothonotary.

1 y tbis course all delay would be avoided, inasmuch as the party interested, would,
in the Registrar's certificate on the duplicate copy, haveimnmediate proof that he had com-
plied with the law.

As regards Judgments of Court, which are entered in a book by themselves, this
course would be unnecessary ; but in all other cases where the stamrped paper could be
used, I think the above suggestions,.might be beneficially carried out.

At any rate, I submit them for what they are worth.
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
G. Il. RYLAND,

The Hon. CHARLES ALLEYN,
Provincial Secretary, &c., &e.

(P)

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT, MONTREAL.

(No. 2590.)
GEORGE H. RYLAND,

plainte.
vs.

JOHN OGILVY,
Defendant.

George H. Ryland, of the City of Montreal, Es qire, Registrar of the Registration'
Division of Montreal, Plaintiff, complains c John O<ilvy, of the sa-ne place, Esquire,
Merchabt, Defendant, and says:

That at all the times hereinafter men Ïoned the Plaintiff was and still is Registrar of
the Registratiòn Division of Montreal, an ffice of high trust, great profit and great respon-
sibility deserving the confidence of the Public. That for a period of forty years and up-
wards the Plaintiff has been a public sérvant of the crown, and i6s filled offices of high
trust a'nd emolument in the Province of Canada.

That at Montrpal, on or about the first ofNovember, cighteen hundred and sixty-four,
the Plaintiff and family eutered into the ise and occupation of a furnished dwelling bouse
in St. Catherine Street, west, as tenant of Defendait : That Plaintiff occu pied said house
till on or about the first of May, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, when lie left it as ho had
received it, and the furniture in it, in as good order and condition as he had received
them: That immediately previonus to Plaintiff's occupation of said house, one Payne had
oecupied the same aiso nq tenant of Defendant: That afterwards Defendant pretendrî
grievance against Plaintiff unjustly . The Defendint charging that Plaintiff Lad damrag
the curtains and furniture in said bouse whilesoccupying it and had refused to repair su I
damage, or to indemnifv Defendant for it: That in truth and in fact Plaintiff was niot



liable for any of the pretend'd damages : danages nay have been donc, but if so, they
were not done by Plaintiff, or his servants or family, or during their occupation.

That'in December and January now last past, dwelling upon his pretended damage
doue to his furniture, and exaggeratiig his, Defendant's supposed grievances resulting
frotu said imaginary damage, and in a spirit of vengeance and with threats against, Plain-
tiff, for having, as Defendant said, so damaged said furniture, and with irtent to injure
and ruin the Plaintiff, the Defendant maliciously, at Mlontreal,'Went about in the streets
and in divers public places, and in conversations with divers persons.to wit, on each day
in said two months of Deccmber and January last, falsely, wickedly, and maliciously
accused Plaintiff of having damaged bis, Defendant's furniture in said bouse, to wit, while
occupyi»g it as aforesaid, and of having refused to indemnify him, the Defendant, for said
dainage, and the Defendant threatened then and there, in the presence and hearing of
divers persons, to get Plaintiff I out of that office," to vit, mucaning out of the Office of
IRegistrar of the Registration Division of Montreal, the Defendant adding and saying, " I
an serious, Ill ruin him," mcaning the Plaintiff; I'l'Il put him out of that office," and
on being remonstrated with by those to whom he so spoke of and concerning Plaintif, the
1iefendaut, on being told that lie ought not reaonably, on such account or for such causes
to speak and threaten Plaintiff so, added and repeated: "I am serions, I'lI ruin him, VIl
get him (meaning the Plaintiff), out of that office," mcanin.g and intending thereby and
threatening to ruin Plaintiff, and to work to get Plaintiff dismissed from said office of
Registrar of said Registration Division of Montreal as aforesaid: That the Plaintiff derives
his support for himself and bis family from said office of Registrar of the Registration
divisioni of Montreal, which lie so holds and enjoys.

That the Defendant, pretending to be moved by laudqble motives, and to advocate
reforms and the public good on public grounds merely, but' being in reality actuated only
by malice and private revengpand malignant i'ntentions against Plaintiff, as aforesaid, and
ivickedly intending-to carry out his threats against Plaintiff, and to injiure the Plaintiff in
his good nam'e, fame and credit, a'nd to lower him in public estimation as a public servant
holding au important office, and to harass him as an individual, and to ruin him and to get
him put out of bis said office of Registrar, and to bring hin and his said office into publie
scandal and disgrace, and to cause it to be suspected and believed that the said Plaintiff
was habitually negligent in the discharge of the duties of said office, and lastly of neglect
of duty in his said office of' Registrar as aforesaid, at Montreal, on the twenty-fiftli day
of January last, wiekedly, maliciously, wrougfully, and unjustly, and in furtherance
of his said wicked design and intention to ruin the Plaintiff so after -before stated and
expressed as aforesaid, did write and publish, or cause and procure to be written and
published in a certain newspaper called " The Mfontreal Herald and Dai&y Commercial
Gazette," to wit : in January last,'a certain letter or article of and concerning the Plain-

tiff's said Office, said letter signed " Merchant," dated Montreal, January 24th, 1866, in
words as follows ;" To the editor of the .Montreal erald. Montreal, January 24th,
"1866. In your issue uf 14th December appeared an article respecting our Montreal
"Registry Office. A. for year3 past this office has been frequently before the publie in
'<print, and still more frequently the source of annoyance to all I ever hoard speak of it,

I have,since your article appeared been watching to sec if the Goverument is to- take
"any action to remedy the causes of these complaints. I only wonder how the publie
"have so long put up with the existent state of affairs. It is preposterous to say there is
"no remedy ; why, if the worlk has to be donc, it might as well be donc first as last, and
"if once up, should aàdt could be kept so; but to go no further than this, did you ever
"know any instance of any office of business prospering or going on, satisfactorily, when
"its bead was absent nine-tenths of his time ' la .Boston, I observe by late papers that
"on the 22nd of January instant every deed of 1803 bad been registered. A gentleman
"said to uie the other day that ho would much rather send his deeds te Bagdad or Jeru-
"salem, than to the Montreal Registry Office, for ho was aure that he would sooner have
"then returned, and with much less trouble. ýf the work is too much for one Registrar,

let a joint one be appointed, as is the case in the Prothonotary's Office; but what I would
"first suggest is thatGoverntnent should appoint a Commission and let it b composed of
"tyo merchants and two legal gentlemen, to look into the present working of the Office,

"giving them power te examine witnesses andreport. I am a property owner here, and



feel seriously the importance of reform, which I trust ivill be my excuse for thus tres-
"passing on your valuable space.

C I amn, &c.,
4MERCHANÂT."

And Plaintiff saith that by means of the speaking by Defendant, of the words and
expressions aforesaid, and each of them, and of said thrcats used respecting the Plaintiff,
and of the composing, writing and publishing by the Defendant of the said writing or
letter as aforesaid concerning the Plaintiff, and his calling, and his said Office of Registrar,
as aforesaid, and\by the false charges' made by'Defendant against Plaintiff, of having
damaged his Defendant's furniture; the Plaintiff lias beed.greatly annoyed and harassed
in mind (in fact Defendant meant that lie should be), and Plaintiff hath furtlher been
injured in his nane and credit, and lias been d.isgraced, and it is suspected, and believed
in consequence by many, that lie, Piaintiff, lias been guilty of. injustice to Defen-
dant, and of habitual neglect in his Plaintiff's said office of Registrar, and in the discharge
of his duties as Registrar, and was unworthy of the confidecdee of the Government and of
the public, and Plaintiff lias in fact been called upon by the Governinent in consequence
to furnish'explanations: That Defendant meant by said letter falsely, libellously and
maliciously to impute to Plaintiff inability and unfitness for said Office of Registrar, and
does so.

That in consequence of said publications Plaintiff was called upon to explain things
to the Government, and an enquiry was made : truc that Plaintiff explained .all to the
satisfaction of tic Government : nevertheless le was greatly distressed in mind, and was
exposed to loss and damage. That by said slanders and libel, and false accusation, and
each of them, and by the speaking and publishing of them, and aci of them, and by
said fals accusations and eaeh of thei, and by the printing, publishing, and circulating
them and each of them, Plaintiff lias been injured and damaged in his character as a public
officer, and in his calling, and in his Office of Registrar, and las been lowered in the
estimation of the public, and lias been exposed to loss of office and preferment, and has
been made uneasy in his mind, and lias been hurt in his feelings, and been damaged, to
wit : To the extent of Five Thousand Pounds in respect of cach of said slanders and libel,
and of each of the acts and doings of the, Defendant lereinbefore complained of, which
several damages the Defendatt is liable to pay Plaintiff, yet althougl lie lias often promised
to pay Plaintiff all said sums of damagès they remain ukpaid.

Wherefore Plaintiff prays that all this be enquired of by the country, and further
prays that the Defendant be condemned to pay Plaintiff the sum of Five Thousand Pounds
Curiency, damages and costs ; and that in default of the Defendant paying said damages
lie be constraingd thereto by contrainte par corps après les quatre mois.

(Signed,) .MACKAY & AUSTIN,
Plaintiff's Attorney.

(True Copy.) ,
HUBERT, PAPINEAU & IIONEY, P. C. S.

Montreal, 1st February, 1866.

PROVINCE 'OF CAN4DA,
DISTRICT O 1O)TREAL, j

SUPERIOR COURT.
(No. 2590.)

GEORGE Il. RYLAND,
Plaintf.

vs.
JOIIN OGtLVY,

Defemcacnt.
And the said Defendant withiout admitting, but on the contrary denying all the allega-

tions of the Plaintiff's declaration save in so flar and iii nianner and fori onli- as the sane



may be hereinafter expressly a&mitted, for plea ta the action and declaration of the plain-
tiff, saith:

That truc it is that the Plaintiff on and from the first of Novembe, eighteen hundred'
and sixty-fo'ur, ta about the first of Mary, eightceu hundrcd and sixty fise, as tenant of the
Defendant, occupied a furnrshed dwelling bouse in St, Catherine Street, west, in the said
City of Montreal, in which was contained valuable furniture, curtains, carpete and other
appurtenances ; but it is not true that the 'laintiff left it as he ad received it, nor the
furniture in it in as good order and condition as when he received, or entered into said
house; but, on the contrary the furniture, curtains, carpcts and appurtenances which the
Plaintiff had so rbceived il said iouse, were, and had been by himself, his fauily, and ser-
vants at the timue he left the said house greatly injured, damaged and deteriorated, as was
in fact, admitted by the Plaintiff iimseit.

T'at true also it is that althougi thereto often requested, the Plqintiff has neglected
ta pay for said injury, damia:e and dieterioration, and bas never yet made any repa-ation or
given any compensation whatever for the sanie.

That true also it is that the Defendant when necessarily required so ta do, after said
damage and injuries lad been sustained, mnay have statcd the fact of suc4 damage having
been sustained, and the neglect of the Plaintiff ta give compensation for the same but not
otherwise, aor in any respect as alleged in Paintiff's declaration of or concerning the
sane ; nor did he the Defendant, eitber in the publie streets, or anywherc else, at any time
during said months af Decemuber and January last, in any ianner threatqn the Plaiutiff, or
say of him, or make use of the expressions or any of them conçerning him the Plaintiff,
which he the Defendant in and by said declaration is adleged ta have'done; and the allega-
tions of said declaration in this respect are wholly ftlse and unfounjed.

And he, the Defendant, iurther saith, that t:ue it is, that hi did write. 2nd publish
the letter mentioned in the Plaintiff s declaraton, but ie did s, solely, in the publie in-
terest, as a member of the commuuity and a property holder, and to represent a state of
things, which was notorious, and was not on'ly, publicly and generally ad·nitted ta be true,
but, being well founded and truc, was very frequently aud very generally complained of,
by others, ta an extent even exceeding the complaintso, in said letter, ir.ade by thé De-
fendâpt, which gencrai donplaints existed long before the writing of said letter, and con-
tinue down ta the present tiue.

That the Defendant in what ie so did, bas been actuated by no malicious, unfriendly,'
or improper motive, a'gainst the Plaintiff, but, soleiy, in the public interest, and ta acquit
himself of iis duty ta the public, and as a citizen, as he ad a riglht ta do.

And the Defendant saith that the Plaintiff bas instituted the present action, ta
harass Him, the Defendant, and ta deter him from being of any service ta the public,
and fromî sceking ta recover trom the Plaintiff, the value, or amnount of the damage and
injury, so done ta said furnittire and effects, by the Plaintiff, and ta cause the Defendant
wholy ta lose, and abandon the inenlnity justly due to him for said damages, so that he
the Plaintiff mray uujustly and irnproperly escape from his hability in the premises.

And the Defendant, moreove-, saith, that, save in so far and in manner and form
only as the allegations.of the Plaintiff's declaration expressly confortm ta tic allegations of
this plea, each, ail and every of the allegations of the Plaintiff's declaration are untrue,
and are, hcreby. specially and expressly denil.

All which ho, the Defendant, is ready ta prove ahd verify, when and where, &c.
And of all this he puts 1 imuself upon his country.
Wherefore, the Defendant prays ju'dgment, and thit the Plaintiff's said action and

demande be hence dismissed, with costs, distraits ta the undersigned.
(Signed,) GEORGE MACRAE,

Montreal, 26th October, 1866.Aty. for Defendant.

And the said Defendant, without vaiver of his foregoing Pica, but, on the cuntrary,
expressly reserving ta himself al the benefit and advanrtage thereof, for further plea to
the Plaintiff's said action and de mande, saith that each, ail, and every the ahegations, mat-
ters and things, in the Plaintiff's declaration contained, are false and unfounded in fact,
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and arc, hereby, each and all specially and expressly dinied , aLd that le, tiîrDefeidant,
is not guilty in manner and forn, as set forth in the said declaration.

And of all this lie pats himiself uponi hi8 country.
Wlierefore the Deluadant praye judgwent, and that the Plainitiff's said ation and,

demande may bc lieuce dismuibsd with costï, distrais tu the undercigried.
(Signed,) GEORGE MACRAE,

Atty. for Defcndant.
Received copy.

(Signed,) MacKy & AUSTIN,
Atty's. for Plaintiff.

A truc copy.
IIUBERT, PAPINEAU & IIONEY,

P. S. C.
Montreal, 26th October, 1866.

(Q )
(1.) CaowN Law DEPARTMENT,

Ottawa, Dec. 3rd, 1866.
SIR,-I am arixious (o uLtaiu some iuformatiou relative to the systei.of registration

of deeds in the Urrited Status, and moru particularly tu the piuenedingi and the manuer
of carrying thei out in the City of Boston.

Will yuu be g.od euough tu direct ne to the Statu:es which regulate the Regibtry
.Office in the City Uf Buoton, aind to inluri me by wirat proeusc parties deoaiting deedb to
be eregiatered ihere, can lave thew retadred, as I am told, witl.in two or three days , and
in a case of emergency, in less tine.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
GEO. FUTVOYE,

Inspector of Registy Offices for Lower Canada.
The Register of Deeds

for.the City of Boston, Mass.

(2.) Suoop REarsTIY or DEEDs,
Boston, December 7, 1866.

DEAR SIR,-I received your's of the 3rd instait yesterday, and shall bc pleased, if I
can give you any information asked for that wilrbe of service to you; but an fearful that
I cannot so fully exhibit on. paper;what I could to you in person. 1

You will find in the General Statutes of Massachusetts, page 151, a form of Entry
Book, in which all Iustrumrîeuts aie entered in the order r<ceived, the day, hour and
minute of entry, every Grantur and every Grarutee ; also a fori for the Indies, Grantor
and Grantee. You will also find in the Index to tie General Skatutes, the duties of the
Register fully ýaid down.

The syste of recording Deeds in this office is perhaps different from that of any
other in some respects.

In tha st place, we have the paper ruled and stitched into folds of four sheets each,
containing Y6 pages, and the folds are distributed among the clerks, say one, two or three
at a time, and deeds sufficiont to fil] the numuber of folds given out.

The deeds when given tu the copyist are checked upon the entry book, (where every,
deed is numbered, and the bame numour is put o the back of the dLed) with the initiais
of the clerk, in the margin of said entry book, and when said deedb are recorded, they are
returned to the clerk who has thum in charge ; by this means, we can have a dozen cierks
rceording in one book, at the same time ; each of our volumes containa furty folda,.or siz



hupdred and forty pages. We numîber but one sido of the leaf, for intanoe the first two
pages constitute the first folio of the bouk, the second two pages the secud folio and so
on., Ono clerk bas the duly of receiving the deeds wh n entered for record, and puts the
dày, hour, and minute of entry on the back, lie thon enters them in the entry book. Deeds
th'us given out, when recorded, are re.urned to him a id compaired with the list which he
gave out with the deeds, to sec that they are returned correctly ; another clerk enters from
the entry book, upon the respective Grantor and Grantee in order, ail deeds in their rzs.
pective places, and.he also pages on the Index from the Rec >rds. After the de'ds have
been recorded, they are ail carefully given out-a record of the numbers kept by the first
clerk, and compared by two competent persons, and again returned to him, whose duty it
is to sec al again returned, and that they are correct and agree with the hst ,which was
retained by him; he then prepares then for me t, certify ; after certifying, they are again
placcd iu the hands of the second clerk, to sec that the certificate is corret, aud that the
certificate corresponds with the reception of the deed at close of the Record, and then- they
are returned to the Register, who takes thein singly, and signs the Record and Deed.
The Instruments are then assorted, ail that require references front pr.vious conveyances,
such as trausfers of mortgages, relcases of site, evidences of possession, re'eases of dower
and homestead, deeds of confirmation, or any other instrument to correct any previous
conveyance are selected, and the necessary reference made in margir. of former record to
such new record.

Then the Instruments are put up in their respective places, under the name of the
Grautor, or first Grantee namned wheu more thain one, and are ready for delivery. This
constitutes the principal feature in the sytem, and I think you would, after a personal
ingpection. fully comiprehend it, if I have not been sufficiently explicit.

The idea that the deeds were ready in two or tliree days, probtbly arose from the fact
hat ou tvery first day of Janary ail deeds are aivertised to be ready ou and after the
third day of January, but I usually take a fortnight to record then, that the party may
not b.e obliged to call a second time, if they will wait the stated time, and that I consider
a sufficient time to record ail that ean be presented for record. I often accommodate the
Grantee by recording the deed out of ils regular course, if it is un urgent case.

ShouId you wish more light, I shall be pleased to see you, in person, when I think
I eau show you a great deal more than I have written, and which may be of advantage.

Yours respectfully, JAMES RICE,
GEORGE FUTVOYE, Esq., Register.

Barrister, &c., Ottawa.

.(R.)

EXTRACT from R ep t'of proceedinco)' the AnnUl Meeting of ifntreal Board of
Trade, held on April 2nd, 1 6, as reported in the Montreal newspapers of
April 3rd, 1866.

Mr. HENRY 1vNMAN said he wished to make a few renarks on one point in the
Rcport, and he thought they should not separate without taking the matter iuto consi-
deration. A petition had lately'been got up by the Council, and awaited the sanction of
the Board, relative to the state of the Registry Office.

It was a subject of importauce to the whole community, and ho thought it appeared
strange that the Board had been calied on to interfere ; but there was no other organized
body.

It seened proper that the Board,lthe members of which were interested in the
transfer of real estate, shou!d take cognizance of the matter. It had doue so on the repre-
sentationsof professional and mercantile men. le would state a FACT whieh had'come
under his on-u no(icc, and doubtless many could corrobpratç it. An obligation came to his
hand for a sum of monty, and it bore the endorsement of the Registrar's Office.

The party had effected a loan in a Building Society, and the property in question
was said to be unincumbe:ed ; but he (Mr. Lyman), informed the Society that he held a



prior mortgage * lie would ierition another case, where the party said there- was ouly
one mortgage, but the gentleman, to miake sure, made the requisite enqiiries, and got a
return that there was,no mortgage on that property. The office mnust be in a queer 4tate
when such facts could be told. No one was .ure his papers were enregistered, or that his
papers were not neglected l'or others. The moment there was a doùbt instituted, there
could be no çonfidence in the office, and no one could know tha value o.f their scurities.
It was a matter o.' great moment, which should not be allowed to slep, and.proper repre-
sentations should be made to Government. Sm'.years ago there was an investigation by
a legal gentleman, who reported lie found the cilice in a loose state. lie was told in one
office a person had seen 140 docunients, reaching as fir back as June, awaitiug registration,
in which there was evidently great delay.

(R 2.)

Letter oj IIenry Lyns7u. Es2nire, publishl in tbc 3>ntrcal TIerald of April 10th, 1866.

Sin,-Since the late annual meeting of the Board of Trade, I have leaned that I
had been nisled with ref-rence to the supposci ion-onregistration of a mort age, which,
I said, was in my hands.

The clerk to whom I applied, and who informed me that there was no mortgage, looked
for my individual naine instead of thaît of the estate for which I act as Attorney,-the
latter as mortgagee, being found in due form.

Inder the circumstances, I think it due to fairness and candour, to make the correc
tion as public as the contrary statement ; at the saine time, I am persuaded that if a tâthe
of th.-e complaintst which are made against this Office, shall prove to be well founded, it
were well that the systein which obtain-, as well as its administration, should be made the
subject of a searching investigation, with the view to the application of such remedy as
the case shall demand. There is noth'g more vital in this Department than that the in-
heritance of our children shall be made as secûre as good laws, and faithful administration,
eau make it.

I have it from Messrs. Plunket & l3rady, who are preparing the plan of the City for
the Corporation, that it would be quite easy to figure every man's property upon the city

plan, arg to designate eai, by a fixed nuu.ber, so tlat all conveyances.and mortgages by
means of tracing copies afflixed to them, could be made to identify the properties to which
they apply wvith great accuracy, and without the prolix and often inaccurate verbal des-
criptions which now obtain.

There will, doubtjess, be sedlous diffieulties encountered in the realization of any fair
system of property enregistration, but the object is one of such great value, that I think it
bhould not be lost sight of iu any attempt which may be made to improve upon the present

I ám, Sir, &c.,
Yours,

HENRY LYMAN.

(S.)

(1) REGISTRY OFFICE,
blontreal, Ddeember 29th, 1866.

Srn,-In the case No. 1,131, A. W. Otrilvie & Co. vs. Magloire Lefebvre, a certain
property was, during the past year, s ,ld to Messrs. Ogilvie & Co., who have complained of
the delay in getting from thie Registr3 Office the deed of sale deposited there f6r registra-
tion. Will you be good enough to furnish me answers to the following enquiries

» Sec Mr. tyman's letter contradicting 'the above. (R. 2.)
t Sec deposition No. 20..



1st. When was the property in question seized ?
2nd. When was it sold?
3rd. To whom was it sold ?
4th. When was application nade to the Registrar for his certificate ?
5th. When was the-Yeed of Shle executed ?
6th. When wwar hat Deed of Sale deppsited for registration ?
7th. Ilasi±eich Deed of Saue been yet withdrawn from the Registrar's Office ?

I have the honor tp be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

GEO. FUTVOYE,
To the Sheriff, Montreal. Commissioner.

(2) SUERIFF'S OFFICE,
Decemter 31st, 1866.

SInt,-In reply to your enquiries of the 29th instant, in the case of A. W. Ogilvie
vs. Lefebvre, just received, I bag to answer as follows

1st. The property was seized the 8th September, 1865.
2nd. It was sold 18th January, 1866.
3rd. Adjudged to Plaintiff for $50,-paid following day.
4th. The notice was served on the Registrar on the 25th January, 1866, certificate

furnished by him on 14th December, 1866; sale returned 17th December 89.55.
5th,. Deed executed 9th November, 1866.
6th. Deposited for registration 13th November, 1866.
7th. Not yet received from Registrar's.

The Deed in this case should have been executed soon after the 19th January, ac-
cording to the practice of the office, but it was accidentally overlooked in the pressure of
business until early in November, when attention was called to it by Mr Ogilvie who was
informed of the cause of the delay.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

T. BOUTHILLIER,
GEo. FUTVOYE, Esq., Sheriff.

Montreal.

(T.)

(1) REISTRY OFFICE,
Montreal, January 14, 1867.

Sra,-In a deposition made before me, by.Geo. W. Stephens, Advocate, it is stated
that shortly after his admission to the Bar of Lower Canada, in 18 ;3, he addressed a letter
to the Finance Department, enquiring about M1r. Ryland's sureties, .nd received an
answer to the effeet that some of them were dead, but that proceedings were being taken
to get new ones.

Will you be good enough to furnish me with a copy of that letter, as. well as of the
reply thereto.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obelient servant,

GEO. FUTVOYE,
Commissioner.

Wm. DIcKINSON, Esq.,
Deputy-Inspector General, Ottawa.



.2) NsSPeCTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Ottawa, 21st January, 1867.

Sit,-I.n reply to your letter request'ng a copy of Mr. Stephens' letter to this Depart-
ment, i have the'honor to inform you that I cnnot at presenit lay ny hand upon the letter
itself, but I send you a copy of the reply which I wrote him, under date 20th November,
1862, froi whicl the date and substance of the original letter may be gathered.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

WM. DICKlNSON,
D. I. G.

GEO. FUTVOYE, Esq.

(3) INSPECT-Rt GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Quebec, 26th November, 1862.

SIR,-t have the honor to aeknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant,
and in reply beg to inforn ynu that the 1egistrar for Monitreal, un beingr ealled upon to
furnish a new tond, entered the 4ames of his sureties, wh, were approved of by the
Attorney General, but such bond dmas not yet been recived by this Departmeut. The
former sureties for the Registrar are both -dcad.

I have the bonor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) W31. DICKSON,

GEO. W. STEPHENS, Esq.,
Montreal.

(U.)
MON2 REAL, January 13, 1866.

SIR,-Mr. Thibault, advocate, of the firm of Thibault & Marsan, advocates, St. Vin-
cent street, is the gentleman whom I referred to as having been kicked out of the Registry
Office, he having told me so aggin this day. 0

I am,-yours truly,
GEO. W. STEPHENS.

GEORGE FuTvoYE, Esq.,
Commissioner, &c.

(V.)
REGISTItY OFFICE,

Montreal, Jan. 15tb, 1867.
SiR,--Be good enough to furnish me with answers tn the following enquiries, relative

to the sale of a property sold in the case Rousseau vs. Roy:
1st. When was the property sold ?
2nd. When was the certificate of.scarches asked from the Rezistrar, and when was.it

furnished ? .

Srd. Whrt is the date of the Judgment of Distribution ?
4th. Were Messrs. Perkins and Stephens collocated for any sum, and what? If so,

bas it been paid to them, and when - and if not, what has been the eause of the delay ?
I shall feel obliged, if you will ut the same time, inform me, whether, to your know-

ledge or that of your deputy, any extraordinary or undue -delay bas taken place in the



payment ofany sun of moncy declared payable to those gentlemen or to Il. Stephens,

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
GEO. FUTVOYE,

Commissioner.
To the Sheriff of Montreal.

SHERIFF'S OFFICE,
Montreal, 16th January, 1867.

SiR,-In reply to your letter of the 15th instant, I have to make the following
answers to the questions theroin contained relative to the sale of a property in the case of
Rousseau vs. Roy.

lst. The property waksold the 29th May, 1866.
2nd. The certificate was demanded froin the. Registrar of Montreal on the 28th of

June, and furtnished by him the 16th July following
3rd ihe Judgmuent of Distribution was homologated the 1lth October, 1866; the

months of July aud August being vacation, during which no delays required by law in
such cases, run.

4th. Messrs. Perkins & Stephens are collocated in the Judgmeut for $105.85, and
were paid the sane, less the Court House Tax, on the 19th October, 1866.

1 an not'aware of any case in which there bas been any undue delay in the payment
of any monies awarded eitlier to those gentlemen or to Harrison Stephens, Esquire.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your obdçL, servant,
T. BOUTHILLIER,

GEo. FUTVOYE, Esq., Sheriff.
Com. under Cap. 13, C. S. of C.,

Montreal.

SHERIFF's OFFICE,
M ontreal, 21st January, 1867.

Sia,-With reference to your letter of the 15th instant, and my reply thereto of the
16th instant, and specially to that part of your letter by -which you request information
whether any extraordinary or undue delay has taken place in the payment of any sum of
money declared payable to Messrs. Perkins & Stephen, or to Harrisou Stephens, Esquire,
I beg to add new, that in a case, No. 4159, wherein Mr. John A. Perkins is Plaintiff Vis.
Peter C. Moir èsgiualité, Defendant, a sale of land was made in June last, and\a notice
served upon the Re.gistrar of Montreal on the 4th July last, to furnish the certificate
required by law, whieh certificate has not yet b.en furnished, and of course, all proceedings
for a distribution of the monies arising from the sale hav. been thereby delayed.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obt. servt.

T. BOUTHILLIER,
GEo. FUTVOYE, Esq., - Sheriff.

Com'r. under Cap. 13, C. S. of C.,
Montreal.



(W)
. NIo tA»*L, January 10, 1867.

Sin,-laving twice called upon you to attend and give evide'nee before me with
reference to the office of the Itegistrar of the Registration Divi>ion Jf Nlotntre::1, respecting
vhich I had reason to believe that from the close proshity to that office of tIhe residence

of your.elf and family, you would Afb-rd somte information, I am inc.ined to conclude, from
your negligence to obey such sulummon-es, that rumours that have coume to My cars are
utterly unfounded.

If, however, in the public interest, you have aàny stateient to nake in such a shape
that credence my be attached to it, I shall be in attendance at the Registry Office, te day,
to-muorrow and Friday, when I shall be ready to receive your Depusition,* and in default of
you there attending, I nmust draw my conclusions accordingly.

I havq the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
GEO. FUTVOYE,

Comuissioner.
D. Pelletier, Esq•; MontreaI.

Vide Deposition No. 65.


