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MINUTES, &c

I"'repericToN, Monpay, Jury 9, 1832,

1st. Totroductory Sermen, by Elder Winuiam Sears, from Luke
xx.v. 30,—* And he led them out as far as to DBethany, and he
lifted up his bands and blessed them.” After which a Collection
was taken for Domestic Missionary purposes, amounting to £3J:

o: 41,

2d. The Messengers having taken their seats, chose
Elder Joun Masters, Moderator,

s Twuomas Macee, Clerk.

Drother WiLriam H. Neeopuam, Assistant Clerk.

3d. Voted, That Elder Davip Harris, Messenger from the Nova
Scotia Association, take his seat with us.
4th. Read the Letters from the several Churches.

—QQo—

ACCOUNT OF THE CHURCHES.

N. B.—In the following Statement, the names of Ordained Mi-
Licenced Preachers in Italics;
Churches which have
From Churches

thus marked (1) no information was received this Session.

nisters are in SMALL CAPITALS ;
those marked thus (*) were not present.
no stated Pastor, are distinguished by a .
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5th. Resolved, that the Saint David’s Chirch be received inte
the Association.
Adjourned one hour.

Met according to adjournment.

6th. Voted, That the Baptist Missionary Board for the present
year, stand as before.

7th. The Circular Letter read and accepted. : _

8th. Voted, That the Correspondence with the Sister Assycia-
tions in the States, be continued by Minutes and not by Mes-
sengers.

9th. Voted, That Elder Davio Cranparr be our Mcsscnggr to
Sister Association in Nova Scotia, and that the sum of £3 be
given to defray his expenses, and in case of failure that he appoint
a substitute. ' ‘ kit

10th. Voted, That the Association be held at Saint George 8, in
Magaguadavic, on the third Monday after the 20th June, 1333.

11th. Voted, That Elder Samuer Bancrorr preach the Intro-
ductory Sermon next vear. In case of failure, Elder Joun Mas-
TERS.

12th. Voted, That Elder Tuomas Maeee write the Circular, §

and Elder James Towzer the Corresponding Letter. ‘
13th. Voted, That Brother PerriNeeLy superintend the print-
ing of the Minntes, and that 600 copies be printed.
14th. Voted, That a day of Fasting and Prayer be recommend-
ed to be observed on the 1st day of January, 1833 ; as also the
Monthly Missionary Prayer Meetings.

15th. Voted, That the business of printing the Nova-Scotia and |

New-DBrunswick Baptist Missionary Magazine, in Halifax, Nova-

Scotia, be referred to the Baptist Missionary Board in St. John, :

New-Brunswick. ‘ '
16th. Voted, That our General Meeting be held at the Buptist
Meeting House, in Northesk, Miramichi, the 3d Saturday after
the 20th September next. 2
17th. Recommended that the Minutes be sent to the different
Collectors. ;
18th. After Prayer by the Moderator, adjourned till to-morrow
morning, 10 v’clock. ‘ ;
Tuesday, July 0.
Prayer Meeting at 6 o'clock this morning.
Preaching at 10 o’clock by Elder Davio Harris, from 2 Cor.
iii. chap. 12th verse. Lo i
19th. Voted, That the thanks of this Assocmh‘on be given to
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, for his kindness shewn
to the Baptist Missionaries in Burmah, and that Brother WiLLiax
H. Neepuasm and Brother Joun T. Smitn, be appointed to prepare
and present an Aauress to His Excellency, relative thereto.
20th. Corresponding Letter read and accepted. it
21st, Voted, That the cordial thauks of this Association
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given to the Church of Christ and benevolent friends in Frederic-
ton, for their hospitality and kindness during the present Sessio: .

22d. That the Association gratefully acknowledge the excrtions
of the Fredericton, Rushigornish, and Wutcrborough Female Mite
Society.

%3d. Voted, That the Covenant and Ar.cles of the Baptist
Church, be printed in the Minutes of this Association for the pre-
sent year, 1832,

CIRCULAR LETTER.

Tne New-Brusswick Baprist AssociaTioN, convened at Fre-
dericton, to the Churches they represent, send Christian Sa-
lutatior,

Dearry Bevovep N tue Lorp :

Our merciful Saviuar, having preserved our lives, and permit-
ed us to meet again, we address you in our annual Epistle, and
be assured we feel moved to this duty from an awful apprehension
of our high responsibility to God, apd to you ; and so much the
more as we see thelfay approaching ; being aware, that all things
here must be dissolved, and the eternal states of all men unaltera-
bly fixed.

But who among us is sufficient for thase things? Our blessed
Lord bas said, * without me ye can do nothing ;" yet through
him we can do all things. We therefore in his ull-worthy and
mo:t blessed name address you on 'the subject of practical Reli-
gion, or being in actual readinaess to meet the Lord at his coming.

Aud first we must say, that our hearts have been much grieved
to see into what a cold and scattered state many of our Churches
have fallen. Doubtless there must be some powerful cause to pro-
duce such sad and shameful effects. We are bound to believe,
from the Lord's word, that, when professing Christians live in the
commission of known sin, or in the neglect of God’s commands,
that they are either deceived charagters, or they are grieving the
holy spirit of God. Our Lord saith, * If any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasure in him.” We think that the words of
the Apostle may be in season at this time :  Cor. xiii. 5, “ Exa-
mine yourselves whether you be in the faith, &c.”

Woe think, Brethren, that in order to our progress in the Divine
life, a knowledge of the doctrines of Grace is essentially necessa-
ry ; and as * Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God," it is important that the Gospel should be preached fully in
all the Churches. For the want of this, we have reason to fear,
that, as satan entered into Eden, so, the same subtile old serpent
has cast a flood of errors out of his mouth to the great annoyance
of the poor Church of Christ in this province. We have to regret,
that in some parts, almost every thing wild and enthusiastic is be-
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lieved and extolled as the great power of God, and alas! many
who professed to be friends and advecates for the doctrines of the
Cross, are giving awful proots that the sccrets of the Lord were
not revealed to them, neither have they seen hic covenant. These
calamities call Joudly on every true child of God to be on the
alert, and lift up their prayers to God for the remnant that is left ;
and iirst, let all who believe the truth be careful to maintain a con-
stant and prayerful reading of the Lord's Word. Surely this is
the safest and best means to establish the mind in the truth, Let
every member in all our Charches.feel themselves personally con-
cerned. Let all gifted Brethren be careful to improve their gilts,
and give encouragement to yon.g men, members of the Churches,
who have acceptable gifts, and are sound in the }aith.

We are aware that there is danger in looking too high, and
despising the day of small things. Some think that none can pro-
fit the Churches but those who are tall in science, baving attained
to the arts of the learned. Others are, perhaps, too foud of re-
maining in ignorance, and mot anxious to enjoy the means of in-
formation. These things ought vot to be. Let the learned be
encouraged, and their instructions be listened to with due atten-
tiou, and their doctrine brought to the Law and the Testimony.
And let not the unlearned, who are humble and pious, desiring to
receive, as well as to give instruction, be overlooked, or treated
with negleet, lest their hearts be grieved, and the Lord be displea-
cod. Some of us can look back to the days, when a few unlettered
men, unsupported by funds collected for religious purposes ; un-
protected by human power, travelled through wiunter’s cold and
summer’s heat, through these Provinces, for the good of souls ;
the glory of God being their object. Their counten: nees hore a
pale and solemn aspect : their business was to preach Jesus Christ
and him crucified : their prayers were solemn appeals to Heaven
for the justness of their cause, and the sircerity of their hearts:
their sermons were solemn addresses to the consciences of perish-
ing sinners, giving a Scriptural description of the characeter of fal-
len man, shewing the purity of the Divine Law, and how amply
honoured and faliilled by the Lord Jesus Christ : their ministry
the Lord was pleased to own and bless abundautly, and not a few
of the seals of their ministyy yet remain to bless their memory, but
many are fallen asleep in Jesus. We might name an Alline, a
Chipman, a Manning, an Easterbrooks, an Enuis, and an Ainsley,
who are all men to be wondered at ; and though they are dead,
they yet live in the grateful remembrance of many of the Lord’s
children. Under the ministry of these dear servauts of God and
others, our Churches were organized and established ; our Articles
of Faith framed, and our Asseciations annually held, to the great
Joy ol our hearts. T'or a number of years we have walked together
in love and wnion, and the Churches have been edified and
built up in their most holy Faith. DBut as our blessed Lord hath
informed us, “‘In the world ye shall have tribulation,” so it hath
come to pass. The enemy Lath cowe in like a flood, and an out-
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ety is raised against the doctrine of Prm]estinﬂtinn, and man’s fred
will 13 exc Ited to the Throne, i the place of the Omnipotent Spi-
rit, who only can prepare the heart ¢ - receive the ingrafted Word
of Life. Thus many who were wenk and unstable are turped
aside, and have forsaken the good old way. Yet we trast, dear
Brethren, that a goodly number stil] remain steadfast in the faith
of the Gospel, and retain an holy reverence for the precious mys«
tery of godliness, believing that the doctrine of Predestination is
too solemn to be jeered at, and too solid to be removed by artful
and designing men. * Behold ye despisers and wonder ¥ Most
sublimi>ly does the Apostle Paul handle this part of the blessed
Gospel.  Ephes. i. chap. * Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual ble
in heave,.iy places in Christ : According as he hath chos:n
him before the fourdation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before him in love : Having predestinated us
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according
to the gead pleasure of s will, To the preise of the glory of his
grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.” Here
observe, “ Having Predestinated,”—there is the act—*The God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,”—there is the agent—* Pre.
destinated us,”—there are the subjects—* By our Lord Jesus
Christ,”"—there is the medium through which the act passes from
the agzent to the subject—* To the adoption of children,”—there js
the relationship formed-—* Who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings,”—there is the inheritance conferred—* [ heavenly
places,”—there is our resideice—tt In Christ,”—there is our cen-
tre and perfection--* T'o the praise of the glory of his grace,”’—
there is the end~-* We have redemption through his blood,”—
there is the means—* According to the good pleasure of his will,”
~—there is the cause.  The Apostle goes on and says, ** Wherein
he hath abounded toward u. in all wisdom and prudence.” 1t ap.
pears, God is the author ; Holy men the subjects ; Christ the cen-
tre and medium ; His will the cause; and glory the end. This

is the doctrine that is represented as coming from hell and leading
men there. O what shall be done unto th

ssings
us in

per.  Beloved, what shall we say to these things ? They are wor-
thy of our best affections, our obedience, and our confidence :
are worthy suffering the reproaches of an ungodly world for, and
the loc= of all things here, Having these, we have all that is worth
possnssmg.

But let none be deceived, supposing that an outward belief of
any part of Gospel truth will fit them for the service of God on
carth, or the glory of heaven. We must prove our knowledge of

ivine truth by our love to its author ; and the evidences of true
love to God is in loving all parts of truth, and proving by our walk
and conversation that we do not extol, or dwell upon one part of
it, and pass over and neglect another. We think the clearess evi-
desice of a true faith in Christ is in the manifestation of our know-
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tedge of the revealed will of God in his Word, which cails on all
his children to come out from the world, (that is, by giving up all
for Christ,) renouncing our own rightevusness, and forsaking our
sins, watching unto prayer, and giving all diligence to make known
the excellency of the Christian Religion.

Whatever our circumstances in life may be, strive to have the
glory of God always the first object in our view ; then, whatever
we do, we shall have an eye to his glory. We shall find it to his
glory to maintain a steady course of Praye: and reading the Holy
Scriptures. We shall feel pleasure in recommending Religion to
our families by giving them to understand by our firmness and con~
stant love to Christ, that he is in our hearts, that his love dwells in
us, and that we do esteem him as the chiefest among ten thousand
and altogether lovely. Our love to the Bible will avpear when
we peruse and practice it daily, and the dignity of the Christian
Religion shine so conspicuously, that it will astonish infidels and
cause even devils te flee before us. I the Word of Life he truly
in our hearts, we shall have such discoveries by faiti,, of tl e par-
don of our sias by the bleed of Christ, and of justification by his
righteousness, that it will be our highest delight to do his com-
mandments. Our love to the saints will be greatly increased, and
our hearts and hands will be opened. We shall endeavour to have
the Churches supplied with faithful Ministers, and try to increase
the means for doing good to our poor perishing fellow-men by
promoting Bible and Missionary Societies; Tract and Temper-
ance Societies—all which are admirably calculuted to do good.

And now, Dear Brethren, as we must close our Epistle, let us
remember thai the coming of the Lord draws nigh. Great and
marvellous things have already tnken place, and greater may be
expected. The angel has flown in the midst of Heaven, and the
everlasting Gospel is publiching to all nations. In some parts the
Lord is deing wonders in the conversion of sinners. In soms of
the Churches of the saints, thereis a great increase of numbers
and much holy zeal and love. The Lord’s people are becowing
a mighty Host, and in their testimonies are terrible as an army
with banners. In other places awful judgments have taken place,
which have swept thousands upon thousands suddenly into eter-
nity. The Cholera Morbus, that angel of death, armed with in-
vincible power, proves his commission (o be from on high. The
elements of death, wind, fire, and water, with the quaking of the
carth,are all responding to the predictions of Him whose words are
more firm than the pillars of heaven.

Dear Brethren, seeing we look for such things te visit us in
this highly favoured land, as well as other parts of the earth, what
manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and
godliness, looking for, aud basting to the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. .

Tur New

BeLoveDp

The re
Ministers :
their Anni
t.greeable.
Divine fay
fer upon us
on us peac
but God ca
of Religiou
some of th
clares that
Your M
hearts ; you
we esteem
sent Scssior
may bless y
i)h'ssmgs,

MON

inute Money

From the Frede

Water

Rushij

. Spring

& Hillsb
(..U“Cl“tt‘d

at Fredoricf



ils on all
g up all
king our
e known

have the
whatever
it to his
the Holy
ligion to
and con-
dwells in
thousand
ar when
Christian
idels and
he truly
tle par-
n by his
his com-
ised, and
r to have
increase
-men by
Temper-
 good.
le, let us
rreat and
r may be
, and the
parts the
, soma of
numbers
)ecomning
an army
en place,
into eter-
“with in-
th. The
1g of the
words are

isit us in
rth, what
ation and
our Lord

.

Y

-

CORRESFONDING LETTER.
———
Tue New-Bruxswicx Barmist

tions, with whom they Correspond.
Bevover Brernaes :

The revolving year has presented another opportunity for
Ministers and Messengers of the Churche

their Anniversary Meetin
tgreeable.  We desire to inform you of
M Divine favour that the blessed G
ferupon us. He, the Almighty, whese we are
0n us peace and karmeny, those inestimable
but God can give ; and still
of Religious fecling appears to be raised, and God’s de
some of them at least, appear to be burthen
clares that when Zion travails she
Your Messengor from the sist
hearts; your Minicters afford us
we esteem your Correspondence as a favour from God.
sent Scssion has been very pleasan*
may bless you and us and all the
blessings,  Amen,

ghall bring forth,

Ty

MONEY COLLECTED AT THE ASSOCIATION.

Public llection,

Waterborough,.... 0 6 0
Prince William,... 1 0 0

Cardigan,........... 015 ¢
From J. Reed,............ 0 6 6
St. Joh,........... 3413

——e]0 2 11

From the Fredericton Mite Society, So00000000lv00ns sqsssassecssssrie . 8 O 0
Wnterborouqh ditto,

Rushigornish ditto, .........

Springfield Domestic Missionary Bociety,.............. w 113 0
. Uillsborough ditto IR o oY s oo vk o 012 ¢
Collected

£26 & 9}
at Fredoricton for printing the Articles with the Minutes, 2 0 0

£28 8 94

Association, to Sister Associq-

the
8 to assemble, and lLold
g The season has been interesting and
the repeated tokens of
od has been pleased to con-
» hath bestowed up-
blessings that none
we anticipate better days, The spirit
ar Children,
bearers, and God de-

er Frovince, has gladdened our
great pleasure ; and Brethren,
Our pre-
and we pray God that he
Ziop of God with overlasting

........... brocrsnisiinnniiinen., £9 § 4}
Minute Money from the Chuich at Fredericton, ... L0010 0
Rushigornish,..... 0 710
Douglag, ili........ 0 4 O
Blissfields, ........ 0 7 ¢
Su:isl»ur_\', ......... 0 7 6
Miramichi,......... 0 10 0
Now Canaan,....., 013 6
Moncton,........... 0 5 0
Hills'orough, ..... 0 30
Dor: hester,........ 0 5 0
A Sackville,........... 010 0
Sussex Vale,...... 011 o0
Ist Hampton, . ..., 1.8 .0
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The Beard recommend the adoption of the following short Rules, for the exhiorting,

L] purpose of more eff iently carrying into effect their contemplated measures, in mend hims

addition to the Anuual Sermon and Collection recommended in the attached

serve amon
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Circular.

RULES

FOR THE

BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The Society will be composed of those persons who shali plaes
{ their names hereto as Subscribers, and contribute a penny a week
or upwards, which shall be paid to the Treasurer Monthly o
Quarterly, on any of the evenings of the Monthly Missionary
Prayer Meetings.
A The Money, when collected, to be forwarded to the Secretary
[. of the Missionary Board at St. John, half-yearly, and to be by
them disposed of, in payment of one or more established travelling
1 Missionaries throughout the Province, agreeably to the annexed
i f Circular.
B The Socicty shall choose a Treasurer, who shall also be Secre-
tary, and two Collectors, one a Brother, the other a Sister of the
Church, whose duty it shall be to collect all dues unpaid at the
Monthly or Quarterly Meetings, and pay the same over to the

r ‘o o .
Treasurer. of the
i —— It prove, N:l
i To the scveral Baprist Cuvrcnes throughout the Province : ""“{“"-{
q e
il DrAr BRETHREN : il ‘:q ‘I"\ds ]
g and as the sy

The Missionary Board have been guilty of great remissness
" for the past year or two, in attending to the important subject of
presenting the glad tidings of the Gospel to the destitute parts of
the Province, and having the remote Churches ‘o be visited ; but
they are fully aware that true repentance can only he gonuine i
so far as it causes a change of conduct, and therefore they hav
determined on adopting a vigorous and systematic plan of Mis
sionary exertions for the future, which, by the blessing of God,
and the cordial, earnest, and persevering co-operation of the
Churches in the Province, they hope to be productive of perma-
nent good to the Saviour’s kingdom and the souls of men.
It is their intention to procure and keep a Baptist Missionary
y of as suitable qualifications for so general and diversified a work
L as can bec obtained, whose daty it shall be constantly to travel
! throughout all parts of the Proviuce, visiting principally the poor
A est, the most destitute, and the most remote places, where the
i light of the blessed Gospel of Peace has never shone, as well u
¥ where it has but faintly glimmered,—~where Churches have been
formed and remain without a Pastor and scattered or divided, ©
point them to the great Shepherd of the whole flock, and gather
them to hiv fold and heal their divisions,—and not to omit caling
on the mos: flourishing Churches, and endcavoring by soundues
in doctrine, holiness of life, unwearied exertion in preaching and
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A DECLARATION

oF THE

FAITH, PRACTICE, AND COVENANT

OF

CIATRJIIIES OF CIRIST,

COMPOSING THE

NEW-BRUNSWICK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

RS

THE

Article 1. WE believe that there is but one only living and true
God, who is a Spint, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth:
Deut. 6, 4; John 4, 24; Psal. 90, 2; Jer. 10, 10; Isa. G, 3;
Exod. 34, 6, 7.

2. That there are three persons in the Godhead, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, who are but one God, the same in
substance, equal in power and glory: 1 John 5, 7; Acts 5, 3, 4,

3. That the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments,
are the Word of God, in which he hath given us our only rule of
faith and praetice: Acts 20, 32; 2 Tim. 3, 15—17.

4. That God, who is infinite in knowledge, and perfectly views
all things from the beginning to the end, hath foreordained that
whatsoever comas to pase, either by his order or permission, shall
work for the eternal glory of his great name: Acts 15, 18 ; Rom.
9, 17—23; Acts 2, 33: Psal. 76, 10.

5. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, the
sea and all that in them are; and he upholda and governsall
things by the word of his power: Exod. 20, 11; Heb. 1, 3;
Dan. 4, 35.

6. That God made man in his own image, in knowledge, righ-
teousness, and true holiness; and made with him a covenant of
life, the condition of which was perfect obedience: Gen. 1, 26,
27; Gen. 2, 16, 17 ; Gal. 3, 10.

7. Man being left to himself, soon fell from that happy and
glorious estate, in which he was made, by eating the forbidden
fruit, by which he brought himself and all his posterity into a state
of death : Gen. 3, 6; Rom. 5, 12—19.

8. Man being thus dead, his help and recovery are wholly in
and from God: Hos. 13, 9; Eph. 2, 8: John 6, 44.

9. We believe that God the Father hath chosen a great multi-
tude of the human family, whieh no man can number, of all na-
tions, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, and gave them to his
Son in the covenant of his grace, that he might redeem them from
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all iniquity, and purify ungo himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works, which is the only foundation of salvation for lost and
helpless sinners,  And thereby the ministers of the Lord are en-
couraged to preach the gospel to every rational creature, because,
the purposes of God, and the infinite value of Christ’s atoncment,
secures the increase and establishment of Christ’s kingd ., o,
that the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of his Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever:
Rom. 8, 29, 30 ; Eph. 1, 4, 5; John 6,37—39; Rev.7,9; Tit.
2, 14; Mark, 15, 16; 2 Tim. 2, 19; Mat. 13, 33 ; Rev. 11, 15.

10. Jesus, the eternal Son of God, hath come, and taken on
him our nature, and in that nature hath yiclded a perfect obedi-
ence to the law which we have transgressed, and suffered death
for our sins, and hath brought in a complete and everlasting righ-
tcousness, and hath risen and ascended to the right hand of God,
and cver liveth to make int reession for us: fleb. 10, 5—10;
Dan. 9, 24; Heb. 7, 25.

11. T'he Holy Ghost, and he only ean and doth make particular
application of the bencfits of the atonement made by Christ to
every elect soul : John 3, 5—~8; John 16, 7—15.

12. The Spirit of God applies the benefits of this atonement, by
convincing us of our sinful, lost, and miserable condition ; and
then discovering the glorious Saviour, as he is exhibited in the
gospel, .n his suitableness and sufficiency, and enabling us to em-
brace him with our whole gouls, by which he is made unte us wis-
dom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption: John 16, 8 ;
1Cor. 1,80, °

13. The lite of religion consists in the knowledge of God, and
conformity with him in the inward man, which necessarily produ-
ceth an external conformity to his cam.nands, and brings us to
live in obedience to his holy will in all our ways, and in our seve-
ral places and relations: John 17, 3; Mat. 23,26; Eph. 2, 10.

14. True believers being united to Jesus Christ, shall never pe-
rizh, but live and reign with him for ever. They have communion
with God, and by his Spirit they are united with each other, and
have communion one with anotker, whereby they are made pars
tukers of each other’s gifts and graces: John 3, 15, 16, ard 10,
28 tom., B, 17 ;s Rev. 3, 21; 1 John 1,3; Rom. 1, 11; Phil. i

15. We believe that the first day of the week, commonly called
the Lord’s day, is the Christian Sabbath: Mat. 28, 1—6; John
20,19; Rev.'1, 10; Heb. 4, 8—10.

16. That God hath appointed the ordinance of civil government
for defending the poor as well as the rich, in their civil rights,
without infringing upon the consciences of any, or attempting to
dictate or govern in the worship of the eternal God, which belongs
only to Jesus Christ the great law-giver and head of his Chureh
Rom. 13, 1—4; 1 Pet. %, 13--15; Luke 22, 23,206 ; Isa. 33,
20—22; Eph. 1, 22.

17. We believe that there will be a general resurrection botl of
the just and unjust, and that God hath appointed a day in which
he will Judge the world in righteousness, by Jesus Chlrist, and will
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reward every man according to his works ; when the wicked shall
be sent away into everlasting punishment, and the righteous re-
oecived into life eternal : John 5, 28, 29; Roin. 2, 10; Mat. 10,
27, and 25, 46.
PART THE SECOND.
Concerning a visible Church of Christ, and its Discipline.

1. We believe that a particular visible Church of Christ, is a
number of saints and people, by mutual acquaintance and com-
munion, voluntarily and understandingly covenanting aund embo-
dying together, for upholding and promoting the worship and ser-
vice of God, to show forth his declarative glory, and for their own
edification: 1 Pet. 2,5; 1 Cor. 1, 2; Acts 2, 42, 47.

2. That Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances of
Christ, to be continued until his second coming, and that the for-
mer is requisite to the latter, that is to say, that tlose are to be ad-
mitted into the communion of the church, and to partake of all its
ordinances and privileges, who upon profession of their faith have
been baptized by immersion, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Mat. 28, 19, 20; 1 Cor. 11, 23—
206 ; Acts 2, 41, 42, and 9, 18—26, and 8, 12,36, 39 ; Mat. 3,0
—16; Rom. 6, 4; Col. 2, 12; John 3,23 ; John 1,9, 10; Acts
8, 36—39.

3. Since none but true believers can rightly partake of the ordi-
pances, therefore the door of the church should be carefully kept
against all such who caunot give scriptural evidence of their union
with Christ: 1 Cor. 11, 27,29 ; Mat. 7, 6, 15—20; Ezck. 44,
7, 9; Isai. 26, 2; 1 Pet. 2, 5.

4. A church thus gathered, hath power to choose, and by elders
to ordain those officers that Christ hath appointed in Lis church,
viz. Bishops or elders, and deacons : and also to'depose such offi-
cers who walk contrary to the rules of the gospel ; and to discipline
their members, though in some such cases it may be convenient
and profitable to request the advice of neighbouring churches of
Christ: Acts 1, 21—26, and 6, 3—6; Num. 8,10; Mat. I5,
15—18; Act!s 15.

5. A bishop or elder hath no more power to decide any casg or
coutroversy in the church, than any private brotlier; yet they,
having superior gifts for teaching and ruling, ought to exercise and
improve the same for the benefit of the church; aund the church
ought to be subjected to the gilts bestowed on the minister from
the Lord, while he is rightly administering in his place, whose place
it is to lead in the actings of the church, and to administer the or-
dinances of the gospel, and devote himself to the work of teaching,
warning, rebuking and exhorting the people publicly, and from
house to house: Mat. 20, 25—29; 1 Peter 5, ¥; Mat. 28, 19,
20 ; Acts 20, 20, 28, 31.

6. The deacon’s office or work is to take care of the poer, and
to have the oversight of the temporal affairs of the chureh, and to
minister at the Lord’s table: Acts 6, 1—5; 1 Tim. 3, 8—14.

7. Every believer is commanded to be faithful to improve every
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gift and talent which is bestowed on him
ought to be such a gospel freedom that the church may know
where every particular gift is, that it may be improved in its. pro-
per place, and to its right end, viz. the glory of God and the good
of his people ; aud the church ought to be subject to such improve-
ments: 1 Peter 4, 10, 11, and % 6; 1 Tim. 4, 14; 1 Cor. 12
and 14 chapters,

8. That there is a mutual obligation between mir
ple. One to administer in things religious and spiritual, accord-
ing to the gifts God has given. The church to comraunicate of
their temporal or worldly substance for his comfort and support,
and that by an equality, as uearly as can be ascertained, that one
may not be burthened and another eased. But this is not to be
efiected by force or compulsion, or by the sword of civil power ;
but is to be a free-will offering agreeably to the scripture of truth.
And every member deficient in this matter ought to be disciplined
by gospel rule, as for any other brezch of covenant, or neglect of

performing christian duty: 2 Cor, 8, 12—14; Luke J®, 7;
Row. 15, 27; 1 Cor. 9. .

THE COVENANT.

WEe do now, in the presence of the great, all-seeing and most
glorious God, and before angels and men, give up ourselves to
the Lord Jeuovan, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and acknow-
ledge him this day to be our od, our Father, our Saviour, and
our Leader, and receive him as our portion for ever.

We give up ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ, and engage to
adhere to him as the head of his people in the covenant of grace,

and rely on him as our Prophet, Priest, and King, to bring us to
cternal blessedness.

We acknowledge our everlastin
to glorify God, by living a holy, righteous, and godly life, in this
present world, in all our several places and relations ; and we en-
gage, by the assistance of the Divine Spiri
strength, talents, .nd advantages to his
fellow-men ; promising, by divine kelp, to walk in our houses as
becomes those professing godliness, and to maintain the worship
of God in our families, and to train up those under our care in
the ways of religion and virtue,

We also give up ourselves to one another in covenant
10 conduct ourselves towards each other as brethren
watching over one another in the love of God, (reproving, rebuk-
g, and admonishing one another Jor good as occasion may require ;
and if we at any time know that any of the members of the church
arc guilty of immoral conduct, that we will not evpose them by tat-
tling it to others, but will Jaithfully labour with them, according to
the direction of our Lord : Mat. 18, 15—17, that sin may be put
@way from among us, and that siquity may not be harboured in the
thurch) and to watch not only against the most gross evils, but
also against all foolish talking and jesting, which are not conve-

nient; vain disputing about words and things, which gender strife ;
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disregarding promises, and nét fulfilling engagements ; tattling
and backbiting, epending time idly at taverns, or elsewhere, and
vain and unnecessary conversation on the Lord’s day, and what-
soever else that is contrary to sound doctrine, necording to the
glorious gospel of Christ ; promising to hold communion together
in the worship of God, and in the ordinances and discipline of his
church, according as we are or shall be guide. by the Spirit of
God in his word ; expecting that he will yet further and more glo-
riously open his word and the mysteries of his kingdom: applying
to the blood of the everlasting covenant for the pardon of our ma-
ny errorg, and praying the Lord would prepare and strengthen us
for every good work to do his will, working in us that which is
welt pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
for ever and ever. Amen.




