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REPORT.

To the Members of the Montreal Board of Trade :

Gentlemen,—

In compliance with by-law 36, your Council herewith submits a general 
report of its proceedings during the past year.

The anxiety regarding the tariffs in both Canada and the United States, 
which marked the close of the year 1896, unfortunately extended into the 
early months of the present year, and business was for a time thereby con
siderably crippled. Upon the settlement of the tariff question in Canada 
without the violent changes that had been feared by many, business became 

than usually active, and the vo'ume in the latter part of the year made 
up in most branches for the dulness of the earlier months.

The celebration of the completion of the sixtieth year of Her Majesty’s 
reign, known as the Dinmond Jubilee, afforded Canada the occasion for a 
display of loyalty to the Sovereign and to the Empire which was enthusiasti
cally taken advantage of in this c.ty by all classes of citizens, and it 
very satisfactory to note that the position occupied by the Dominion at the 
imposing and unique ceremonies in Lo don was a foremost one, and that 
the results to this country have not only been very satisfactory from an 
imperial point of view, but great material advantages have also accrued from 
the interest awakened thereby in this Dominion.

The discovery of enormously rich mineral deposits in British Columbia 
and other provinces has called the attention of the world to Canada, and it 
is already evident that this will result in a large amount of capital being 
invested here, and in an enormous increase in the number of immigrants,
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$ ftsHq9!1 651 $ 3>887>726$ 5,395,767

5* *S ; 6 S *sg«ffi "S® 16 -,S$5

55 «S$ ,wo
39,400 78,342

197,318 350,000
33,250 71,450

$ 5,224,897 $13,219,379 1,834 $10,021,527.114,265,155

} 62 669,182
549,585
40,998

619,163
504,487
107,657

66
25 /

2,203 $6,751,257 $16.274,570 2,140

7,388,692 
4,848,095 
6,014,000 
6,746,000 
6,119,585 
7,178,744 
8,407,000

$12,734,544 $17,291,736 
12,289,705 17,120,119 
14,424,365 18,490,029 
11,502,764 16.753,103 
9,420,983 13,766,191

.................. 17,100,649
.................. 18.289,935
.................. 14-713,223
.................. 14.081,169
.................. 10.386,884

1,923
1,873
1,781
1,682

23,986,283 1,862 
15,690,40* 1,754 
11,603,210 
14,884,000 
12,482,000 
13,147,910 
15,498,242 1,677 
17,054,080 1,252

1,688
1,889
1,847
1,777

1,846
1,626
1,616
1,730
1,315

Ontario......................
Quebec......................
New Brunswick ....
Nova Scotia.............
Prince Ed. Island. .
Manitoba....................
Northwest Ter ........
British Columbia.... 
Newfoundland........

Total, 1897

1896
1895
1894
1893...........
1892
1691
1890
1889
1888
1887

.V l figures of assets given by Bradstreets
those by R. Q. Dun & Co. for their nominal value. are for the value realized ;

4

while the requirements of the mining district have already become so large 
as to materially benefit not only manufacturers and merchants, but the com
munity at large.

1 ne harvest in this country has been good in almost every line, the 
production of wheat was especially huge, and the price of this cereal’has 
been greatly enhanced. The exports of cheese and butter have attained 
large proportions, and the experimental shipments of fruit proved succes- 
ful. '1 he large augmentation in railway earnings is proof of the incr. ase in 
the volume of trade, and the trade and navigation returns show that the 
export trade has been much above the

T he following statistics of failures show a welcome decrease therein, 
both mercantile agencies agreeing in making them less by about three 
hundred in number and by three million dollars in tne amount of liabilities.

average.

STATISTICS OF FAILURES IN CANADA (INCLUDING NEWFOUNDLAND),
1897, w1th Totals for ten previous years.

FOR

According to Bradstreets. According to R. G.DunJc Co.

No. of Realized 
failures Assets.

No. cf Nominal 
failures Assets.Liabilities. Liabilities.
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Altogether the general outlook is most encouraging, there being a degree 
of confidence in the business community that has not been experienced for 
several years, and it may be said that the bright prospects for the coming 
twelve months can hardly be too highly estimated.

Passing from the country in general to the port of Montreal in particular, 
it is gratifying to find that the following figures obtained from the Harbour 
Commissioners and the Collector of Customs shew a like marked improve
ment, the arrivals of sea-going vessels having increased by 162,534 tons, 
the exports bj $5,996,592, and the imports by $1,135,926.

Sen-going
Vessels

V..!ue 
Total of Mer- 

arrived in Tonnage, chandise 
Port. Exported.

Value 
of Mer
chandise. 
Ini ported.

Customs
Duties

Collected.
Years.

$ 6,092,360 ’ 
6,619,400 
6.463,103 
6,087,625 
7,038,403 
6,612,083 
7,297,228 
9,201,426 
9,321,981 
8,778,341 
8,745,526 
8,362,618 
6,682,529 
6,787,721 
7,730,637 
8,395,653 
7,672,268 
6,349,789

796 1,379,002
709 1,216,468
640 1,069,386
734 1,096,909
894 1,151,777
735 1,036,707 

938,657 
930,332 
823,165

655 782,473
870,773 
859,699 
683,854 
649,374 
664,263 
654,692 
931,929 
628,271

1897 $55,156,956 
49,160,364 
40,348,197 
40,491,392 
47,700,433 
45,638,275 
39,344,783 
32,027,176 
32,638,270 
24,049,638 
29,391,858 
27,925 916 
25,209,813 
27,458,775 
27,122,891 
26.503,001 
25,997,155 
32,245,941

$47,036,196
45,900,270
41,996,686
42,514,582
53,796,227
47,670,361
48,418,569
45,159,124
47,415,620
39,856,283
43,391,715'
42,086,266
37,042,660
41,859,299
44,073,915
50,527,497
41,774,660
42,412,648

1896
1895
1894
1993.
1892

7251891
7461890

1889 695
1888

7671887
1886 703
1885 629
1884 626

6601883.
1882 648
1881 569
1880 710

/

THE PRESIDENT WRITES THE PREMIER RESPECTING SUNDRY MATTERS.

By special request of the Council, the President, early in the year, 
addressed the following communication to the Premier respecting sundry 
matters which the Council was anxious should receive attention from the 
Dominion Government :

Montreal Board of Trade,
Montreal, February 8, 1897.

Honourable Wilfrid Laurier, Premier, Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honour by desire of my Council to submit for your consideration the 
following matters which the Council is anxious should receive early and earnest attention 
from the Government :

*

%

*
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nry th;,fhip Channe,-The Council’s views on «his most neces-

present H , i * 7 followine resolution, adopted by the Council of 1896 and
ntaVvcom y°U îy,7 PredeCCSSOr in lhe Presidency, Mr. R. Bickerdtke, and more for- 

"y commumtated by the secretary in a letter dated September 12th

through that channel when fullyTaden^ AlUnt,C SemCe’ were unable pass
•-.g,-=tïï bi • 1"

1896:

EasSsHEaPsss;"SSï-*SSSS=

the timA»Unf ?nfe,8‘hat* if Mon,real’s shiPP‘ne ‘rade is to progress as it should,
Mon r7l andaoVei ^ d“P and Widenm8 the ship channel between

eal and Quebec should be vigorously presented so that ships of the largest capacity
can reach this port throughout the season of navigation whether the water in the river be

Deepening of the Welland and St. Lawrence Canals.-The deepening of the St. 
awrence cana s to ourteen feet and the further deepening of the Welland Canal are 

eemed necessary in the interests of inland navigation, and the Council trusts that the 
necessary works w ill be proceeded with as quickly as possible.

Dry Dork Accommodation.—The recent annual 
following resolutions with respect to this matter which 
trusts

meeting of the Board adopted the

large'ly^increa^ng'siM of wsMl's'already buiH<and^reSS in view of the

GovéràÏÏÎheMcS forUd?lXk '’UeSted ,0,keep in view and urge upon the Dominion 
real for ocean xUT, onhe largesÎ cll^-'mm n l" the harboUr of,he City of Mont-
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Extension of Telegraph System to Straits of Belle-Isle.—On 19th December, 1895, 

the following petition was addressed to His Excellency in Council, and in response to a 
request made 22nd February, 1896, that the prayer thereof should be complied with during 
the season of navigation of 1896, the Department of Public Works wrote on 27th February, 
1896, that the matter would receive attention, and that an appropriation would be asked 
for that purpose.

To His Excellency the Right Honorable the Earl of Aberdeen, etc., Governor General of the 
Dominion of Canada, in Council.

The Petition of the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade

Humbly Sheweth,—

That the route between Canada and Great Britain via the Straits of Belle Isle being 
the shoitest and most generally used, it is of the utmost imp irtance that every possible 
safeguard and aid to navigation should there be afforded, and that while this fact has been 
recognized by the Dominion Government, as evidenced by the construction on its coasts of 
light-houses, fog horns, signal stations and other aids, serious casualties occur from time 
to time, the following being a list of such since 1885 :—Total losses,—bark Selskar, sch. 
Ripple, H. M. S. Lily, SS. Straits of Gibraltar, SS. Montieal, SS. Mexico, SS. Mariposa. 
Collision with ice, — SS. Hampshire, SS. Nurse King, SS. Vancouver. Stranded, — 
SS. Lake Ontario. Dismasted,—Schr. Audacieuse ;

That in certain of these casualties the impossibility of s reedy communication with 
points where assistance is available largely increased the loss in connection with vessel and 
cargo, and also aggravated the distress of passengers and crew, an instance Ireing the recent 
wreck of the SS. Mariposa at Forteau Bay on Sept. 24th, experts being of the opinion that, 
had wrecking appliances been speedily forthcoming, that steamer with her valuable cargo 
might have been saved, while severe suffering for passengers and crew was averted only by 
their chance rescue by a passing steamer ;

That the lack of telegraphic communication with the Straits of Belle-Isle and adjacent 
coasts is a menace to the safety of any disabled or wrecked vessel in that vicinity, and might, 
in the case of a steamer carrying a large number of passengers, cause terrib suffering and 
loss of life, and that any such disaster would seriously injure the reputation of the St. 
Lawrence route and so tend to divert shipping from the ports thereon, and, by advancing 
insurance premiums, to increase charges ;

Wherefore your petitioners pray Your Excellency in Council that the existing tele
graphic communication with the Lower St. Lawrence be extended to the Straits of Belle- 
Isle and neighbouring coasts, in order that in case of accident to vessels, assistance may 
speedily be afforded, and so the risk of loss of life and property be greatly lessened.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, etc.

Signed on behalf of the Council of the 
Montreal Board of Trade,

Montreal, 19th December, 1895.

The Council would strongly urge this extension of the telegraph system as being an 
important factor in the safety of the St. Lawrence route, which the shipping interests are 
constantly pressing upon the Council’s attention.

The Need for Insolvency Legisla.ron.—The following memorial has recently been 
presented to you from the Council of this Board, and I beg again to call attention to its 
prayer.

N

*

I Jas. A. Cantlie, President. 
GtO. Hadrill, Secretary,
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To Ou Honourable Wiljrid Laurier, rremier of the Dominion of Canada : 

The Memorial of the Council of Montreal Board of Trade,the
Humbly Sheweth,—

That your memorialists, upon the repeal in 1880 of the Insolvent Act of 187e

Montreal Boards of Trade,'** ^ l0r°m°’ Hamilton and

SSSSSSsEsr-asSKwJrSS
»fD'2fcz:rrr

Signed on behalf of the Council of the 
Montreal Board of Trade.

Montreal, 7th January, 1897.

For several years this and other Boards of Trade have laboured in the endeavour to
beenmo t “UJ"dTed leBis,ation. but without success, and the repeated failures have 

,7 ,1!' especially in view of the large amount of labour and time 
devoted to the subject by the committees appointed for that purpose. The need for insol
theT J8IS at,0n 7?^ the e"tire D°minion is now very generally recognised, and 
the Council earnestly pleads that you will endeavour to procure the passage of such a law 
during the forthcoming session of Parliament.

} R. Bickerdike, President. 
Geo. IJadrill, Secretary.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

John McKergow, President.

THE HARBOUR.

it;
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years, resigned that office in April last, and although the Council endeav
oured to induce Mr. McLennan to continue to act as this Board’s represen
tative on the Commission until the end of his term, he adhered to his deter
mination to resign. The correspondence between Mr. McLennan an j the 
Council was as follows :—

Montreal, 22nd April, 1897. 1George Hadrill, Esq.,
Secy. Montreal Board of Trade, Montreal P, Q.

Dear Sir, — Upon the reorganization of the Board of Harbour Commissioners giving 
your Hoard the privilege of electing two members, as an associate of the late Honourable 
John Young 1 was elected one of your representatives for the term of four years, and at the 
expiration of this and succeeding terms I was favoured with the expression of your conti
nued confidence by my re-election. I am now conscious that the time has come when I 
can ask to lie relieved of the duties of the position without disadvantage to the interests 
of the trade represented by your organization.

In accordance with this decision Ire pleased to communicate to the President and mem
bers of the Board of Trade my resignation of the position I have held for so many years.

In retiring from the Harbour Board I will carry with me the remembrance of the cor- 
dial support of your Board while I occupied the position of your representative, and the plea
sure of having been so long identified with an organization the administration of which 
since its inception sixty-seven years ago to the present time reflects credit upon every mem
ber connected vi ith it.

:

11

Yours truly,
Hugh McLennan.

aThe Montreal Board of Trade. 
Montreal, April 28th, 1897.

Hugh McLennan, Esq.,
Board of Trade Harbour Commissioner.

Dear Sir,— Your letter of 22nd inst., resigning your office as Board of Trade Harbour 
Commissione ", was submitted to the Council at its meeting to-day, and its reading evoked 
numerous expressions of regret.

After consideration of the matter the Council was unanimous in desiring that you 
should reconsider your decision to resign, and that you should continue to act as this 
Board’s representative on the Harbour Commission until the end of your present term of 
office in August of next year.

I have therefore pleasure in communicating this expression of the Council’s views to 
you, and am

Dear Sir, youis truly,
Geo. Hadrill, Secretary.
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Montreal, April 30th, 1897.George Hadrill., Esq.,
Secretary Montreal Board of Trade, Montreal, P Q

Council that I shmil 1 r *«hour Board, and commi nicating the desire of the
for whic^i LLtlecL Ï rmi ° dUtieS of the P«i«oo ,0 the end of theterm

therefore respectfully adhere to my resignation.
ser-

without detriment to the trade. I must 

Respecfully yours,
,,,, n Hugh McLennan.

«It=,na b“„r,l8,Tn ' “'T* Mr' ^c^nnan's decision, which left it no 
hnn nf t0 call a special general meeting of this Board for the elec
f „ . 118 «ucecesor, and at that meeting, which was held on 13th May theLrnr ™, t?*"* Mr- ^ «»*, rd e o hnur Commissioner was unanimously adopted :_
their B°“i °rT"k“-o plnceoirrecord

ing resumé of the work of the 
years ;—.

retiring

his resig- 
containing an interest- 

Harbour Commission fora long period of

Montreal, April 21st, 1897.
Geo. Hadrill, Esq.,

Secretary Montreal Board of Trade, Montreal, PQ.

thereafter unnecessary. Within very few ^ C°nSlrUCtion Plant as being

-rtb, *. b„,d.
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resulted in the appointment of a committee to wait upon Sir George E. Cartier, the recog
nized leader of the Government so far as the Province of Quebec was concerned, and the 
interview granted to that committee brought forth a ready response that the representation 
was a rea-onable one, and that he would undertake to give it effect. With a promptness 
characteristic of that statesman, an act was passed at the current session of Parliament re
organizing the Board of Harbour Commissioners, incorporating therein the duties formerly 
discharged by the Trinity Board, and constituting the newly organized board with a majority 
of members elected by the City of Montreal, Board of Trade, Corn Exchange, and Shipping 
Interests, five elected members and four appointees of the Government, granting to the board 
as then constituted powers to initiate all imprivements and to control all works and expen
diture delegated to the trust, subject only to the assent of the Governor-ir, - Council. The 
following session the majority was changed from the elected members to the Government 
appointees under the contention that the Government was morally responsible for the 
amount of indebtedness created by the board, and that the Government should exercise 
supervision to that extent.

At a meeting of the Dominion Board of Trade 1 Id at Ottawa in 1872, the members 
interested in the trade of the St. Lawrence submitteda resolution memorializing the Govern- - 
ment that the deepening of the channel betweer. Montreal ar.d Quebec should be renewed 
by the Government. The resolution was rejected. A subsequent resolution was proposed 
asking that the Government should authorize the creation of additional indebtedness toenable 
the Harbour Commissioners to proceed with the deepening of the channel as a charge upon 
the revenues of the trust. That resolution was carried, and in process of time was given 
effect toby legislation authorizing the carrying forward of that work and to Ire continued by 
the Commissioners until a depth of over 25 feet was attained in 1891, when the work was 
taken over by the Dominion Government, and is still continued, giving at the present time a 
channel of 27) feet. Upon the assumption of the river work and debt by the Government, 
Plan No. 6 being adopted, work was commenced upon the proposed guard pier, the first 
requisite in the construction of that plan. In the winter of 1894, an application being sub
mitted to the then Minister of Public Works for legislation that would secure to the trust 
money at the lowest possible rate of interest, the question was raised as to the adaptability 
of Plan No. 6, a considerable time having intervened since its adoption—whether it was 
still considered to be the most efficient for the accommodation of the trade.

The Government appointed a commission to report upon the harbour improvement 
generally ; the substance of their report is as follows :

For the purpose of carrying out the works authorized by Plan No. 6 and Windmill 
Point basin the Harbour Commissioners of Montreal ask that the Government should afford 
them such assistance as mill enable them to secure, in addition to the one million dollars 
which they are already authorized to raise, a further sum of three million dollars, the whole to 
bear interest at a rate not greater than 3^ per cent., the money to be applied as follows :

A. $2,000,000 for the execution of the plan known as No. 6, which has already received 
the formal sanction of the Government, so far as the provisions of chapter 92 of the Revised 
Statutes of Canada are concerned.

B. $1,000,000 to build an inland basin at such place in the eastern end of the city as 
may upon examination be found most advantageous ; and

C. $1,000,000 to complete the basin at VVindmill Point and other parts of the hat hour 
not included in Plan No. 6.
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V -h. question „,lhe
unammous m making the following rec, mmen "tion. tl ln 3,1 ,ts brings, are

plus revenue for the Immediate fatùr^rotîd not*’wa^ “î ab°VC sho.wn the average sur- 
|2,000,000, and the plan, as originally deemed r j*rrant an expenditure of more than 
guard pier, which is an essential’featureVf lt7Plfe<l for that sum- The
accommodation which the proposed wharves will oiv • * 10U .d first be com; leted, but the 
handled in a part of the city where the approache !rtPmP°Tnate'y greater than couId be 
ways must always Ire difficult, and the unde thzned Lre?^ ’ am' Wbere accefs bX rail-
Honmn?'TnerS be re<luesled t0 modify that pan of Ph„ that tbe Harbour
tion of whaives in such a manner as to give onlv on» hoir V.'. 6 involving the construc- 
postd, and, further, that the question of buildin/hieh eJf| ^ Wherf frontaSe now pro- 
appears to Ire little demand for permanent «£,1. fu wharveshe considered as there 
proximity of the city warehouses. ^ 011 tbe wharves in consequence of the

a position to handle convenienUylhTgeterat traflwn'w*^* h”bourof M°ntreal will be in 
what increased traffic. I his central tocatton will alwav, V,X|!'tenCe’ 38 Wel.' as a »e-

lhere can be no question -Int th» i , i ° a.Yy ,tlKht> 'umber, cattle, grain etc *

h! “* ■h“M h bor™ of the harbour of Montreal should prevent he Commk, C ï° ’ not because the revenue
because the national importance of the trade to be ZvTî'r m UndcrtakinS “'em, but 
in assuming this as a Uominion work, with a vietv n l • Wa7ants the Government 
Montreal as a terminal ocean port for Iran^hlnm PreP’rlng <°r commerce reaching 
that a thorough survey of the river and shote t/m.trlt lnan.d’(and tbey respectfully suggest
can be designed as a preliminary to tins workïf extension h ** C$t and cheaPest plan
should ^pCu.^ednfotwa,Ud"otder'tVre“T* O'* Works rec°mmended

rapid dispatch of freight both ways and bv the r "? f- ans for economical handling and vessels navigating the St. Lawrence müte X " UC“°n ‘° a minimum of all chug! "n

(Signed), Thomas Munro,
Louis Coste,

ïr-::zrs.î t1■

9
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At the end of 1896 there was 24,689 linear feet (27$ feet and over) ; 6,083 linear feet 
shallow water (to feet) ; total wharfage, end of 1896, 30,772, or 5.8 English miles.

A comparative statement of tonnage in the port of Montreal :—

Vessels.
No. of seagoing..........................
Tonnage of above.........................
Greatest number in port at once.
Number of inland................
Tonnage of above........................
Greatest number in port at once

1874. 1896.
731 709

1,216,468423A23
76 37

6,855 4,832
1,004,117956,837

160301

HARBOUR REVENUE.

1874.
$280,021

1896.
Revenue $258,131

TARIFF OF HARBOUR DUES.

1st July, 1873—0° goods not described | of one per cent, of the value. Upon
a tariffof about 200 items ranging from 25c. per ton down to 10c. on coal, etc., grain being 
25c. per loo bushels.

Revised Tariff 1st April, 1877—About the same detail of items, the principal change 
being from | of one per cent, on all goods not described to 50c per ton on dry goods and 
millinery.

1st April, 1881—Tariff on goods was remodelled, simplified and reduced so as to 
produce an estimated reduction of about 22^ per cent., while tonnage dues on ships 
were reduced 33J per cent., making an actual difference in the harbour dues of over 27 per 
cent.

23rd May, 1888—All tonnage dues were abolished, which in 1887 amounted to 
$67,171, or about 22| per cent, of the gross revenue of that year.

20th June, 1896—The tariff was still further reduced, a uniform reduction of 20 per 
cent, being made.

It will be seen from the foregoing resumé :
1. That we are not dealing with the trade in its decadence, but with the necessity of 

providing for a business that has outgrown our facilities for its convenient accommodation.
2. The powers of operation granted to the Harbour Commissioners when reorganized are 

still in full force, with respect to what they deem best calculated to facilitate trade and 
increase the convenience and utility of the harbour, excepting that indirectly the expendi
ture of one million dollars of the recent loan authorized was made subject to the consent 
and approval of the Minister of Public Works.

3. The report of the commission appointed by the Government reported only such 
modification of plan No. 6 as in the opinion of the commission would reduce the cost without 
impairing the efficiency of the accommodation, the principal change recommended being

lower elevation of the wharves than that proposed in the original plan, a suggestion 
worthy of full consideration.
a

J
mm
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4- While the commission suggested the possible construction of docks 
after the works in the centre of the harbor will and warehouses,

ta tS1r!h H o' 1 Cha'ee UP°n thC 1)ominion, their report emphasizing 
that the tar,ft of dues should under no circumstances be increased, the object continuing to 
be to make the port as cheap as possible to the trade. 6

suggest that if the proposed visit of the Minister of Public Works should 
result m a conference including the Harbor Commission and organizations sending 
representatives thereto, I am confident that a satisfactory arrangement would be agreed 
upon for the prosecution of work so essential to the trade of the port.

All respectfully submitted.

Permit me to

Yours truly,

Hugh McLennan,
Harbor Commissioner for the Montreal Board of Trade.

Election of a Representative on the Harbour Commission.—At a special 
general meeting of the Éoard held on 13th May, Mr. David G. Thomson 
was elected Commissioner for the Board of Trade vice Mr. Hugh McLennan 
resigned. Mr. Thomson’s report for the past season is as follows

Montreal, 5th January, 1898.
To the President and Council of the Montreal Board of Trade.

Gentlemen, —

sioners, I was elected to fill the vacancy for Mr. McLennan’s 
to August, 1898, and it therefore devolves 
matters for the past season.

The wharfage space of the harbour

unexpired term of office, i. e. 
upon me to report to you respecting harbour

wharf across the upper end of the WinLlTPo^eÜT"and «^Twi'IîT soulÏ

east side; the lengthening of the outer side of the Island Wharf 112 feet =n 3= t 1 

b°s' -1 ~

ïïlslï”"; " H“hd*8* f“ 'un"” ™ .1, .s

The principal dredging work of the summer was directed toward ih. j 

enkrging °f the Windmill Point Basin, the widening and deepening of the sZTh^nnd 
through the harbour between the entrance of the Lachine Canal and Maisonneuve and the 
deepening of a number of shallow places between the channel and the wharves at Hoche 
Hga For the last three or four years the depth in the main channel of the harbour has 
been less than that given ,n the ship channel between the harbour and Quebec but during 
the latter part of last summer the advantage was reversed. ’ ®

new

two

miles of
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The total number of sea-going vessels arriving in the harbour during the past 
was 796, with a tonnage of 1,379,002, being an increase over 1896 of 87 vessels with a 
tonnage of 162,534. Of inland vessels there were 6,384 with a tonnage of 1,134,346, being 
an increase of 1,552 vessels with a tonnage of 130,229. The total revenue was $254,314, 
which was $3,817 less than in 1896, but as the reduced tariff of 20% off prevailed during 
the whole of this season, whereas it was not effective until July in 1896, the decrease 
shown really means an increase of a little over nine thousand dollars, which accrued on the 
exports.

season

During the summer months a number of plans were discussed by the Commissioners, 
the Council of the Board of Trade and the Shipping Interests, resulting in the adoption of 
what is known as Plan 12A, the construction of the said plan to be undertaken by and at 
the expense of the Government.

I would impress upon the President and Council the importance of urging upon the 
Minister of Railways and Canals the great necessity of deepening the entrance to the 
Welland Canal at Port Colborne, as well as the lowering of the sill at the guard lock. 
This canal was constructed to pass steamers drawing fourteen feet of water, but during the 
past season the depth of water was at times as low as 13 feet 2 inches on the lock sill at 
Port Colborne. Many vessels ground on entering Port Colborne harbour and are unable 
to reach the elevator, having to lie aground until a change of wind occurs. The Welland 
Canal should be deepened as early as possible to a uniform depth throughout of not less 
than seventeen feet.

The whole respectfully submitted,
D. G. Thomson,

Board of Trade Hat boner Commis siour.

Grain Elevator needed in the Harbour.—The need for a public grain 
elevator in the harbour into which barges might discharge their cargoes 
instead of waiting until the ocean steamers are ready to receive them was 
the subject of consideration through the following special committee :— 
Messrs. Chas. F. Smith, E. L. Bond, Chas. Chaput, Chas. McLean, 
D. G. Thomson. That Committee reported as follows :—

To the Council of the Board 0f Trade.
Gentlemen,—

“ Your Committee, to whom on 5th ult. was referred the subject of the need for a 
grain elevator in the harbour here, finds that there are now no facilities in the harbour for 
receiving and storing grain direct from inland craft.

“ That a grain elevator with facilities for taking grain from inland craft is 
needed by the trade of the port, and that so soon as the canals are deepened sufficiently to 
allow large lake vessels to come through to Montreal without breaking cargo, such 
venience will be an absolute necessity, for no vessel would charter to the port if immediate 
delivery of cargo was not guaranteed by heavy penalties for delay, and with the many 
special features of St. Lawrence navigation such speedy delivery could not be guaranteed 
unless there were a grain elevator here into which the grain could be discharged.

even now

a con
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Mrv / T,'at the Charges for handlin6 grain in such an elevator must be the minimum 
credit1“of the'Doming “““ ^ UP°n the loWC?t rate °f interest Procurable on the

“ \ our committee recommends that the need for

neces-

n eleta,ay in‘ b"nging pressure t0 «*" UP™ the Governrnemto STpÎôvSon 

the ho 1 °fa CapaC'ly °f Dot less ,han ”ne million bushels in the upper part of

be arrived at in —- with ^

an
should be no
for a

“Chas. F. Smith,
Montreal, 2nd June, 1897.

,!he for<-K°'n8 rePort was adopted, and its substance communicated to 
1 mister of I ublic Works, who will doubtless give the matter his earnest 

attention whenever the new wharves are about to be constructed.
Change of Harbour Berth for Bristol Steamers.—By desire of the But

ter and Cheese AssocLtipn the Council used its influence with the Harbour 
C mmissioners towards securing compliance with that Association’s request 
hat berthing accommodation for the Bristol steamers be provided nearer 
ie co storage centres, and the renewed joint representations to the Com- 

missioners resulted in the Bristol line being allotted the outside berth on 
the Island Wharf, which berth is entirely satisfactory as to location 
although somewhat restricted

u Chairman

as to wharfage space.
Harbour Improvement.-The question of improving the central portion 

the harbour so as to afford increased accommodation for vessels desiring 
to berth near the business ce ire of the city, has occupied a large amount 

y r Council s attention throughout the year ; and while the Harbour 
ommissioners have recently approved the three pier plan, known as 12a, as a 

compromise likely to be acceptable to the Government, your Council is still 
o the opinion that the modification of Plan No. 6, known as Plan No. 19, 
is ie best plan, m that it utilizes the limited space between the entrance of 

e Laclnne Canal and the Victoria Pier to the best advantage.
n connection with the question of expenditure already incurred for 

our improvement, it seems desirable to state here, as there appears to be 
misapprehension on the point even among members of this Board, that the 
harbour of Montreal, although the national port of the Dominion, has always
•J" S" f'S“PP°rtlng’ never having received any financial aid whatever from 

either the Dominion or Provincial Governments, interest on the loan from
"I™’ .®e<?ur^ ^ the Commissioners’ bonds, having always been 

y pai in ull. Until 1896 the Harbour Commissioners were supreme
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in all matters connected with the harbour, but in that year they, to secure a 
lower rate of interest obtainable by the Government guaranteemg their bonds, 
consented to a clause being inserted in the Act whereby the approval ofthe 
Minister of Public Works is necessary to any plan of harbour improvement 
to be paid for out of that loan. To that unfortunate clause may be attributed 
the delay in arriving at a satisfactory conclusion in the matter of harbour 
improvement, the Minister refusing to approve the plan submitted by the 
Commissioners and approved by the leading commercial organisations of 
this city, and those organizations then deeming the Minister’s plan impossi
ble of acceptance.

The following is a resumé of the Council minutes during the past year 
with respect to harbour improvement :—

I

;
!

On March 26th a letter was addressed to the Minister of Public Works 
expressing the Council’s anxiety that the long delayed work of harbour 
improvement here should now be vigorously prosecuted, and entreating the 
Minister to forthwith give such orders as would ensure the immediate 
construction of at least one of the piers provided in the plan which formed the 
basis of an agreement between the Harbour Commissioners and the City 
Corporation, and had been sanctioned by Order in Council and by Parliament 
At the April Quarterly Meeting of this Board a resolution was adopted 
endorsing the Council’s action to date, and urging immediate progress of the 
work of harbour improvement as provided in said plan. At conclusion ot 
that meeting, at request of several members, its Chairman (Mr. James 
Crathern, 1st Vice-President) proceeded ro Ottawa to present that resolution 
to the Government. At Ottawa Mr. Crathern, and Mr. G. W. Stephens, 
who had accompanied him, were joined by members of the shipping interest, 
the joint deputation being received by the Premier with the Ministers of 
Trade and Commerce, Publié Works, and Marine and Fisheries. 
The Minister of Public Works (Hon. Mr. Tarte) replied that he 
was not prepared to accept the plan submitted, and that he would have a 
plan prepared in his own department, and would shortly come to Montreal 
and discuss it with your Council. At a special general meeting of the Board 
held on 13th May to elect a Harbour Commissioner, th following resolution 
was adopted .—

!

if
“ Whereas, the requirements of the trade of Montreal urgently call for more wharf 

“ facilities, particularly in the centre ofthe harbour, be it resolved,—
That the members of the Montreal Board of Trade hereby respectfully urge on the 

“ Harbour Commission and the Government the immediate and energetic pushing forward
-



On 19th May the Council considered the 
ment with
the immedi T gemlemen> a11 of ^hom^ae'unaLmo^'Sr
of Pr0STr ° the improvement w°rks in the central portion

the harbour, and the concentration thereon of the expenditure of the
evenue obtained from harbour dues, leaving the Government to 

make such expenditure of Government monies as if might please upon the

(President0^011 ? T ’~Messrs- Hu8h McLennan, Edgar JudgeLrl ng H GrnToK r8en A°Cuti0n)’ Hugh A' Allan> Robt- Reford, Thus. 
Marling H. G. Johnston, D. A. Watt. A deputation to Ottawa was also
ulginffhlT’tL Go"161 thC CabinCt °n 26th and Presented a memorial 
Sour ? nTnt WOUld not place any restrictions upon the
Harbour Commissioners.that would hinder them from speedily and energet-
tcally proceeding with the work of central harbour improvement and that 
no portion of the harbour revenue, whether derived from regular income
0 he?parrt°sCeo?the hndh' Permitted t0 be diverted to works in
other parts of the harbour until the completion of that
Mr. Tarte, in replying, expressed his desire to provide harbour
dation for the greatly increased trade which he believed Montreal would

njoy in the near future, but he was emphatic in declining to proceed with
^ouirn™^
woula, m his opinion, be insufficient to provide for the cost thereof 
Informal interviews obtained with the members of the Government by the 
members of the deputation left the impression that the plan would net be
toHhantr °Ut COniid"ab,E “ ">«' «he Minis," vi™,

recc'vT’lh" Y'*" emana'ing f,om th= Department ofPublk \Vork'”lis 

ZZl tr A,derm™ Pref0”,ai“' M- P- who intimated t,m“ 
provided for ThmT willing to assume the cost of the troths it
f, .* Tbat Plan, which is now known as the Hon. Mr. Tarte’s
Com Echange Commît™111^? * C°nference meetinK of the Council, the
on 3,st May 8 VVhTeTwaV and ^ Shipping Interest, held

f. y vvm,e it was vident mat the tour-pier plan was preferred tc the three pier plan submitted, the meeting, bein/desimus to lvffid

g

work. The Hon.
accommo-

.. No 1 harnd°thr 38 Previously confirmed by this Board, and known as Plan

: - pi» tiszirsirzttr •—» *"*" -
much needed improvements.,, may delay the giving to the port the

IS

\

*

l«

rt>

f
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opposing the Minister, adopted a resolution approving the carrying out 
of the three-pier plan with a lengthening of the piers, provided the work was 
done at the cost of the Dominion Government, the resolution also urging 
that the Government should relieve the trade of the Dominion by making 
Montreal a free port. That resolution was presented to the Minister of 
Public Works at Ottawa on ist June by a deputation of the Council and the 
Shipping Interest, which explained the modifications they desired to the three- 
pier plan, which modifications were promised by the Minister. The Council 
being advised that further representations were desirable, the following 
petition was addressed to the Governor General in Council :—

To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Earl of Aberdeen, Governor-General of the 
Dominion of Canada in Council,

The Petition of the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade, 
Humbly Sheweth :

That the port of Montreal, being the meeting point of inland and ocean navigation, is 
the natural »nd most important seaport of the Dominion, and can alsn comi and the trade 
of a large section of the western states, provided the charges on the St. Lawrence route do 
not exceed those on the competitive U. S. routes to the seaboard ;

That the St. Lawrence route is specially adapted for the carriage of our various agricul
tural products and cattle, its cool waters being conducive to their delivery in good condition, 
and that as for this reason the bulk of i ose products is exported via Montreal, the pro
posed enlargement and inprovement Oi our harbour and the reduction or entire abolition of 
its dues, would benefit alike all the producers and manufacturers of such products, as well 
as the importers of foreign goods ;

That inasmuch as the commerce of this country and of the western states will follow 
the St. Lawrence route when proper facilities are thereon afforded, it is desirable in the 
general interests of this Dominion that the port of Montreal be promptly provided with all 
necessary harbour and dry dock accommodation ;

That the wharfage accommodation in the central part of the harbour (adjacent to the bulk 
of the importing and exporting warehouses) has for some years past proved insufficient to 
accommodate the steamships desiring to berth there, and that after mature consideration and 
conference with public bodies and the city, the Dominion Government, in 1891, approved 
the construction of extensive works to provide the desired wharfage accommodation ; but, 
unfortunately, after years of delay of these much needed works, only a guard pier for pro
tecting the wharves from damage by ice is as yet under construction ;

That said harbour Improvement works, being of national importance, the cost thereof 
should be borne wholly by the Dominion Government without any increase of the present^ 
harbour dues on goods passing through the port, as such increase would constitute a further 
burden on the export and import trades which would tend to divert both to the rival 
U. S. routes to the great injury of our port and shipping interests ;

That your petitioners believe that Montreal is the only port in the Dominion which has

■
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r mi **-* -~ «5 r. -»-p« ,„p„^h;:w'‘ijrcasrr-ts.-'iT
W,menî 15 t1 indebted t0 the Montreal Harbour Commission for that sum 
Wherefore, because the port of Montreal it the natural and most important port of the 

Dominion, and in close competition with U. S. Atlantic ports, because all other h«rf ^
‘ her6 °Ut .thefC0Untry hare been mlde at ‘be cost of the Dominion Government and fo”
S^~rnS bef0rermemi0ned’ y0Ur petiti0ners humb'y pray Your Excel" 

u that the Dominion Government will undertake and energetical 1v , * .
works in the central portion of the harbour as will provide the increased wharf SUCh
dation so urgently needed, and Also construct at some convenient point dry dSkStTes'
forTn the nV f fP°rt bC enabIed t0 handle the greatly increased trade that is looked’ 
acterfrf * ’1 y°ur petitioners further pray that, considering the national char

ci“p'”d -—

of making Montreal a free port at an early date.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, etc., etc.

Signed on behalf of the Council 
of the Montreal Board of Trade.

cost, and also keep in view the necessity

} Jno. McKerrow, President 
Geo. Hadrill, Secretary.

Montreal, yth June, 1897.

0n 9th July another conference meeting of the Council, with represen-

a which his three-pier plan with some modifications was submitted. Thé 
p an, however received little attention, in view of the Minister stating that 
while personally very desirous of making Montreal a free port, he couM noi 
give any assurance that the Government would provide the funds for the 
completion of the harbour works, but that his advice would be to accept the 
Pla;hSU 7ted’ “d {®r the Commissioners to proceed with the works so far

, par iaemen anCeu $6°0’°00 °f the laSt loan of ^,ooo,ooo authorized by 
come ! permit. The Council was greatly disappointed at the out
come of this interview, for it had been given to understand informally that 
the Government would assume the cost of the new works, and for that 
as before stated, the Council had accepted the Minister’s "

was

reason, 
three-pier plan
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although not entirely approving it. The next step was the holding of another 
conference meeting of the Council, the Corn Exchange Committee of Man
agement and the Shipping Interest, when, after withdrawal of the Corn 
Exchange and the Shipping Interest, the Council adopted a resolution ap
proving Plan No. 19 (a modification of Plan No._6), and urging its represen
tative on the Harbour Commission to endeavour to secure its adoption by 
that body. At a conference meeting of the same bodies held on 13th Sep
tember the Corn Exchange Committee of Management and the Shipping 
Interest reported that they also had decided to approve Plan No. 19, so that 
all three bodies were thus, with the Harbour Commissioners, agreed in favour 
of that plan. On nth October the Council was represented at a conference 
meeting held at the Harbour Commissioners’ office, attended by delegates 
from the Harbour Commission, the Corn Exchange Association, the Ocean 
Shipping and Inland Navigation Interests and this Board. They were 
received by the Premier (the Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier), the' 
Minister of Public Works (Hon. Mr. Tarte) and the Minister of Agriculture 
(Hon. Mr. Fisher). The proceedings on that occasion were very unsatis
factory, for while the delegates from this Board, the Corn Exchange Associa
tion and the Ocean Shipping Interest supported Plan No. 19, La Chambre 
de Commerce and the Richelieu & Ontario Navigation Co. endorsed the 
Minister’s three-pier plan, so that an aspect of division was presented which 
did not really exist among those most concerned. At Council meeting of 
3rd November another plan was submitted, being a four-pier plan sent to 
the Council by the Minister, but as the piers thereon were short and placed 
at such an angle as would render impossible their lengthening in the future, 
it was not approved.

The matter for the present has ended by the Harbour Commissioners 
accepting a three-pier plan, that body having on 15th November adopted 
the following resolution :

“ Resolved, 1st. That Plan No. 121 (blue print) now submitted, drawn up by the 
Commissioners’ Chief Engineer, at the direction of the President of the Board,—(being a 
modification of the three pier plar. of 31st July submitted by the Government)—which said 
plan No. 13a, the President (of the Harbour Commission) expects will be approved by 
the Minister of Public Works, is hereby accepted and approved by this Board ; it being 
understood that no portion of the cost of carrying out the said plan will be borne by the 
Harbour Commissioners, (that is, that the cost will be home by the Government), and that 
the plan be on the high level.

“ 3nd. That a copy of said plan and this resolution be sent by the Secretary to the 
Department of Public Works at Ottawa for the information of the Honourable Minister of 
Public Works.”

m
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In communicating this resolution the Harbour Commissio 

the plan was known as Plan No. ners said that

It Will be seen from the foregoing resumé that your Councilzsr+rzzz r sr ? -
T’"11!'' ,he P'“ °f ,hE G»™nm=n, Engin™, ’(modLdY" 

length of piers) was accepted on the condition that the Government would 
ray e cost of the works therein provided ; and finally failing tn • 

any definite assurance that the Government would assume the cost of carr'y" 
■ng out the plan it favoured, the Council, with the other interests most con-'
largest ' UP0" 3 ^ (N°" which *n their estimation provides the
needed/’08 am°U,lt °f accommodalion ™ the harbour where it is most

made in the

Your Council deeply, regrets the meagre and unsatisfactory result

or ‘.o nL pZ ™P^0V<"”en,’ CVe” i,such were confined a, find u,
to pracid wi,hhd,?"nCv iS inf°r,ned n° s"l)s "hatever have been taken 

P oceed with the works on any plan, notwithstanding the fact that the
as Tr i1, I8"1" lineS WCre during the autumn so cLded with traffic

concerned.6 ”'g greatly t0 the ‘"convenience and loss of all

one

PORT WARDEN OFFICE.

ÆÎ? tZfZVLT”'-
and Captain Alexander T. Crighton. Board 
E, B. Greenshiclds, Chairman ;
Charles McLean, J. H. Routh.
sl„nnwferenCre T'8 madC 'n laSt year’s reP°rt to the circumstance that certain 
shipowners of this port complained that they were put to needless exoense

—Port Warden, 
Captain J. A. Vibert 

of Examiners, 1897-98 
Adam G. Thomson, Charles P. Hébert,
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The Council after consultation with all interests concerned, approved the 
recommendation of the Board of Examiners that a certain class of vessels be 
exempted, and amended the Port Warden regulations by adding the following, 
clause to section 14 :—

“ Th ' Port Warden may also at his discretion, in the case of vessels of modern 
struction with specially heavy ballast tank tops with wooden ceiling, grant certificates to 
load bulk grain provided the bilges and water courses in the wings are sufficiently deep.”

The Port Warden’s Annual Report is as follows :—

con-

Montreal, Dec. 31st, 1897.
7 0 the Chairman and Members of the Board of Examiners for the Office of Port IVarden. 
Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit to you the annual report of the business of this office, with 
the statements of exports, receipts and expenditures for the past year.

Navigation opened with the arrival of the SS. “ Polino ” at 9.30 a. m., on the 22nd . 
April, and closed with the departure for sea of the SS. “ Acadian ” at daybreak on Thursday 
the 25th November.

The first ocean steamer to arrive was the SS. “Montezuma ” at 7.30 a.m., 30th 
April, and the last ocean steamer to sail was the SS. “ Turret Crown,” which left for sea 
at 10.30 a. m. on the 24th November.

The first sailing vessel to arrive was the barquentine “ Peerless ” from Barbadoes with 
a cargo of molasses on the 15th May.

The first vessel to enter the Gulf of St. Lawrence this season by the Straits of 
Belle Isle was the Thompson Line steamship “ Ganges ” on the 26th June.

Four hundred and seventy-nine oversea or foreign going vessels of all kinds were 
entered at this office with a tonnage of 1,054,225 tons, being an increase of 58 vessels and 
152,550 tons.

The business to the lower ports this season consisted of : Entered, 300 vessels of all 
classes with a tonnage 01317,397 tons, against 273 vessels of all classes last season with a 
tonnage of 297,410 tons. Increase of 27 vessels and 19,987 tons.

Clearances to the lower ports this season were as follows : 123 vessels of all classes, 
with a tonnage of 99>994 tons, against 127 vessels of all classes last season, with a tonnage 
of 109, J95 tons, decrease 4 vessels and 9,601 tons. You may note by the accompanying 
statement that amongst the arrivals of sailing vessels there was not one full rigged ship, 
showing the decadence of sailing vessels in this trade, as this is the first season on record 
that this has occurred. It is also worthy of note that the South American lumber trade from 
this port has almost entirely disappeared, there being but one small, vessel loaded this 
season for Rosario, she carrying only 417,505 feet B.M.

There have been numerous grounding of vessels in the river this season of a 
less serious nature, the SS. “ Arabia,” which grounded in the Cap à la Roche channel on the 
26th September, being the most serious.

The water in the ship channel ran very low this year, compelling a number of the

more or
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of water in the Twp^chalne" 'aweco^^'h'h’ The Comparative rePorts of the depth 

follows: November 20 i8q6 Monf r“orded °“the «auges for the past two seasons are as

rainfall l'.tS',average Voe" fV^-rn.^8 1 *95 , average3'.6o.” September 

three months 375. A„„i „inrjl f ' ' • 6S rang,,'*-To„, ,k
the rainfall J„ ",le ,^f’T'

The shipments of various kinds for the past 

per attached statement. H

All of which is respectfully submitted.

average for these months.

season us reported at this office
were as

lam, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

Archibald Reid,

Pert Warden.t

Comparative

Description. 18971897 1696

Decrease?Increase.
Wheat . ...

Barley anti Bye,
Oats...........
Corn............""

Bushels 10,651,630 
2,002,403 
1,085,221 
5,142,011 
9,172,016

7,425,742 
1,897,136 

630,688 
2,663,176 
6,752 277

3,130,888
105,267
454,533

2,488,835
2,418,739

Total Grain.
Flour and Meal...
Ashes ..........
Apples........
Cheese .......
Butter.........
Eggs......  ...........
Box Meats ...
Lard..........
Pulp..............
Dead Meat......
Sundries...........
Hay............
%%*&:—

Phosphates..........
Minerals.... 
Lumber, Ft. B. M
Cattle.................
Horses................ '
Sheep...........

27,958,281 19,359,019 8,599,262
... Barrels

....Boxes 
........... Packages

710,044 
1,401 

160,223 
2,100,922 

221,464 
167,166 
157,378 
137,686 

9,770 
3,179 

34,086 
3,900 

13 
4.110 

160 
4.874 

315,312,166 
117,339 

9,976 
59,983

952,184

707,201
1,734,398

154,011
139,649
219,671
297,832

1,4.31
15,837
29,004

242,140

546,978

1,753
352

366,524
67,463
27,517

...............62,293"
160,146

.............12,658”

Tons
ti't’rs
Tons

8,339

5,082
3,139761

.32 .................... 19”
4,4.92 

21 
2,867 

221,831.580 
98,405 
10,524 
76,812

.142
139

2,007
93,977,586

20,931
Head

Mil
16,859
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Statement of Sea-Going Arrivals.

101/7 1896

Steamers.......................
Ships........................... .
Barques..........................
Brigs and Schooners

Totals...............

No. 467 1.046,300 Tons. 888,856 Tons, 
7,:t49 “ 
2,127 “ 
3,343 “

No.

3.968
14 3,957

901,670 Tons,1,064,220 Tons.479 421

Increase of 58 vessels and 152,660 tons.

'1Statement of Lower Port Arrivals.

H1896.1897
*S

Steamers........................
Brigs and Schooners

Totals..............

293,883 Tons. 
1,527 “

297,410 Tons.

No. 284 
“ 16

300

Increase of 27 vessels and 19,987 tons.

Clearances for the Lower Ports.

18961897

108,614 Tons. 
1,081 “

No, 113 
“ 10

No. 11599,067 TonsSteamers.......... ..............
Brigs and Schooners

Totals...............

927 “ 12

109,595 Tons.99,994 Tons. 127123

Decrease of 4 Vessels and 9,601 Tons.

THE SHIP CHANNEL BETWEEN MONTREAL AND QUEBEC.

Condition of the Channel—The numerous accidents in the ship 
channel during the past season directed attention to its condition, and the 
following correspondence was exchanged between your Council and the 
Honourable the Minister of Public Works with regard thereto

Montreal, September 30th, 1897.

Honourable J. Israel Tarte,

Minister of Public Works, Ottawa.

Sir,

I have the honour to submit, with reference to recent disasters to shipping between 
Montreal and Quebec, that the Council of this Board, at request of the Marine Underwriters’ 
Association, under date 32nd Feb., 1896, called the attention of the Honourable the Minister 
of Public Works to the possibility of stones and debris being deposited in the channel 
during the spring freshets, thus reducing the depth of water supposed to be available, and
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suggested as a proper precaution that an official 
three times a year. To those 
will be duly attended to.”

It now appears that some of the Quebec Montreal pilot’s have complained that th* 

February, ,8,6. abn.eSZ"

unding of the channel be made at least
representations a reply was received stating " that the

so

matter

(Signed) Geo. Hadrill,
Stcrtlary.

Ofk.ce ok the minister of Public Works
of Canada, 

Ottawa, October 5th, 1897.George Hadrill, Esq., 

Sir, Secretary Board of Trade, Montreal.

ship channel has been less than indicated by the Montreal eauJ” 7 M '"‘T T"1* ‘he

z-'urv; slï r*”"- r - - 
r£sr w °,,h *•- “ —«* « »

J. Israel Tarte. 

Montreal, October 6th, 1897.

cannot

Truly yours,

Honourable J. Israel Tarte,
Minister of Public Works, Ottawa.

Sir,

change of C.mnmml, rtlLm", ZZ ™ "“*> ««re bar been a
having ne 0f'h=

»;*■ * »—view of the fact that the Captain and p i c • Proceeded with at once, but in
,h« 1°7 ““ ““

on matters
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thorough. The Council would also recommend that the said Captain and Pilot be notified 
to accompany the Government survey, so that they may locate the vicinity in which they 
claim to have struck.

That the Council presses for an assurance that the request of the Marine Underwriters' 
Association for three surveys in a season, conveyed in the Council’s letter of 22nd February, 
1896, will be complied with to the extent of making at least two examinations, one in the 
spring and one at midsummer, and it asks that the reports of such surveys shall be sent to 
the Harbour Commissioners and the Board of Trade so soon as made.

That the Council feels keenly the gravity of the situation brought about by continual 
strandings in the river, and considers that the interests not only of the port of Montreal, but 
of the entire commerce of Canada, calls for prompt and radical measures to prevent the 
recurrence of such disasers.

With respect to your request for a copy of the complaints made by the Quebec-Mont- 
real pilots referred to in my letter of 30th ult., I am to say that Cleophas Auger, President 
Pilotage Association, has stated that the gauge showed at least one foot in excess of the 
water in the river, and that pilot Prudent Belle-Isle, stated that there was a foot less water 
at Champlain and Three Rivers than recorded by the gauge.

(Signed)

H

:

Geo. Hadrill, 
Secretary.

Transfer of control of Buoy Service.—Your Council learning that the 
Department of Public.Works felt itself at a disadvantage in being responsible 
for the condition of the channel when it had no control of the buoy service 
thereof, the Governor General in Council was petitioned as follows, in favour 
of transferring of such control from the Department of Marine to the 
Department of Public Works :—

To His Excellency The Governor-General of the Dominion of Canada, in Council.

The Petition of the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade,

Humbly Sheweth,—
That your Petitioners, who in this mattei feel warranted in speaking not only for the 

merchants of this city but also for all importers and exporters throughout Canada who 
make use of the St. Lawrence route, are deeply interested in the maintenance of a safe 
channel for ocean going vessels between Montreal and Quebec ;

That such maintenance of a safe channel comprises (1) the securing by dredging of 
sufficient depth and width to permit of the passage of the largest vessels travelling by the 
St. Lawrence route, and (2) the providing of such buoys, land marks and lights as may be 
necessary for indicating its course by day or night ;

That both these works were originally in the hands of the Montreal Harbour Com
mission, and that while on 31st December, 1888, the Department of Public Works 
assumed control of the first (the maintenance of the channel) the second (buoying, lighting, 
etc.) was left for the Department of Marine which undertook it in 1889, and that since 
then these two works have been carried on separately by those Departments ;

*
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That your Petitioners submit that these works being so closelv alli-H i .

:,7k 8*o,,M«rr <■

“ ,1" “*»"<>. "«U» >l»-ld km.lrc.IW b, ,h, mm,

~*T2£2£.ZZZZZ 2S2T2 STj£ ; ■ -b.„ u «, tl, „„ thu ik « id ^ j *

had been improperly placed, and that when endeavouring to deal with these matter" it
Tnd d°ïnd'thaÎ,thC dlVlde<1 C°ntr01 °f thC Channel and of lhe bu°y service caused difficulty 
and delay m the proper investigation of those accidents and in rectifying the cause thereof
Work,T y°Ur a !0"? lre theref0rC COnvinced that *> long as the Department of Public 

orks is engaged in the work of widening and deepening the shin channel ih. k

^"riJffiaUI6150 befC°"tr°Ued by that department, which would thus be responsible Z 
g nal placing of the buoys, the proper inspection thereof during the season and the 

prompt marking of any changes in the channel ; 6 ’ the
the cZhtZfT,J°rl Petiti°nerS humbly Pray Your Excellency in Council to place under 
and ma f DeP=r‘ment of Public Works, so long as it is engaged on construction

lnd "“P «>""•> t«-«»

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, etc.,

Signed on behalf of the Council of 1 
the Montreal Board of Trade. /

Montreal, ist November, 1897.

Nnv^h E\Z Z°nfS Rtp0rt °n tke Channe^ •—At Council meeting of ,oth 
November, Mr. L. L. Bond submitted an elaborate report on the channel 
with the request that if its recommendations were concurred in they might
wthTTtCdf"thC G0Vemment- The Councü being much impressed 
with the value of this report gave it publicity through the newspapers,

John McKergow, Présidait 
Geo. Hadrili, Seeretary.

recommendations :—

” cLZ"cZ:t t“
The Memorial ok

Humbly Sheweth,_
That your Memorialists

the Council of the Montreal Boarii of Trade,

name of the St T repre*nt all the interests concerned in the safety and good
l-*b ~d Ship E'r°n’"’ M"‘“ c—

That recent disasters in the ship channel between Montreal and Quebec have already
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increased the rates of Marine Insurance on ships travelling by the St. Lawrence route, and 
that your Memorialists are aware that unless some definite action by your Government is 
forthwith announced, there will be a further advance, and that such advance would be a 
very serious blow to the commerce of the country, for the reason that it would divert a 
considerable proportion of our ocean carrying trade to United States Ports ;

That for these reasons your Memorialists have, with the assistance of experts, devoted 
time and attention to the question of safeguards to navigating the ship channel, and they 
now beg to submit the result of their work as follows :—

Depth of water in Channel.—That while the channel for the greater part of its length 
affords 2-]'/2 feet depth at kw water, there are points below Three Rivers where the tide 
must be favourable to permit deep draught vessels to pass with safety, and your Memor
ialists urge that the cha rnel at such points should be deepened so as to avoid the possibility 
of a vessel having to wait for the tide ;

Periodic Examination of Channel.—That your Memorialists beg to renew former 
representations in favour of “ sweeping ” the ship channel, and they now ask that such 
“ sweeping ” be done at least twice in the year, and that a copy of the reports thereof be 
communicated to this Board so soon as received by the Department ;

Special Boat for Channel and Buov Service.—That it is recommended that a special 
boat be provided for the work of surveying the channel and the placing of buoys, and that 
said boat be constructed of wood as being less liable than iron to damage from ice ; such 
boat could also be used for regular inspection of buoys, which inspection is considered 
very necessary by your Memorialists;

Buoy Service.—That your Memorialists recommend that the number of buoys should 
be increased, and that where the custom prevails of marking with buoys (black) only the 
south side of the channel in full, and the north side with buoys (red) only opposite each 
alternate black buoy, it should be abandoned, and that all channels should be marked with 
double buoys, red and black, exactly opposite each other, as, in addition to being a safe
guard to a vessel when passing another, the shifting of a buoy could be more readily 
detected. That buoys should all be distinctly numbered either as a whole or in sections 
for reference in case of shifting, or evidence in cases of stranding or of collisions between 
vessels. The use of striped buoys to indicate bends should be more comph tely carried 
out ;

H

That there has been misapprehension on the part of the pilots as to position of the 
buoys with respect to the edge of the channel ; it is therefore submitted that the buoys 
should all be placed on a principle, and that principle clearly set forth for information of 
the pilots. The danger arising from the use of fluke anchors for buoys is apparent, and it is 
recommended that such buoys be replaced by some modern contrivance such as “ Mush
room Anchors” with chain and swivels ;

Land Marks.—That while the land marks are as a rule good, the use of trees, houses, 
etc., should be discontinued as opportunity offers, and permanent towers of stone or wood 
substituted ;

Specified Improvements required to Channel.—In the following specified suggestions 
for additional safeguards to navigation in the ship channel, the location of the proposed 
buoys is the result of examination of the route by experts, and the exact position of said

%
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S ZZ ZZ"PZ“- “ "* The charts are in

(Detailed suggestions were specified here )

«p r -d m ’■ii“ - *•cause said grievances to be investigated with the v! n Mem°"ahsts ask that y°u will 
feeling between the two parties. ^ °f brmRme about a better state of

The whole humbly submitted.

Signed on behalf of the Council of 
the Montreal Board of Trade.

Montreal, 18th November, 1897.
1 John McKkrgow, President. 

Geo. Hadrill, Secretary,

Government's action satisfactory—The Council was, on 24th Novem 
ber, gratified to learn from the Marine Underwriters’ Assorintm th t 
response to its request! the Government had sent men to Nicolet to report 
twice a day respecting the formation of ice, and that this reDort |P 
ound most useful to all concerned as suc’h informéwasTot 0LrZ 

tamable. The Association further reported that the Government had 
also responded quickly to its request that the buoys should be allowed to 
remain until navigation was closed.
• ™annd fi‘1uirements.-Tht Council takes this opportunity of affirm
thf ..h 6 PÎS 1 u by former Councils> viz. : that the deepening of 
the ship channel between Montreal and Quebec should he grf ’'»-»• *** o'-hir,,fee, aT ,o“« „L“ ^ K
dt f bU°,ed and ’ighted so “ ‘o be available a.’ all tZ

y or mght, and to its full depth at any state of the tide.

INCORPORATION OF MONTREAL

ng to such incorporation, and renewed its opposition when the BiU for • 
incorporation of the pilots was befoie the Parliamentary Committee Mr
the RB°nd afn^ndmg 31 0ttawa for-lhat Purpose. The Bill, however, passed 

? C"TenS’ and the fo!lowing petition was therefore addressed 
the Bill ’ natdy WaS instrumental in securing the defeat of

PILOTS OPPOSED.
So soon as
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To the Honourable the Senate of the Dominion of Canada, in Parliament assembled :

The Petition of the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade 
Humbly Sheweth : *

That a bill providing for the incorporation of the pilots serving between Quebec and 
Montreal has, although strenuously opposed by your petitioners, with the Montreal Shipping 
Interests and the Montreal Marine Underwriters’ Association, passed the Honourable the 
House of Commons and is now before your Honourable Houst

That while, in consequence of such opposition on the part of your petitioners and other 
organizations, certain amendments to the bill were procured, its provisions are still 
objected to by your petitioners for the reason that if enacted they would injuriously affect 
the trade of the St. Lawrence route ;

That there is nothing distinctive about the business of pilotage that justifies the incor
poration of those engaged therein ;

That such incorporation is against the interests of the public service, and would tend 
to the deterioration of the pilots, for, under the provisions of the bill, incompetent men 
would re - ive the same remuneration as those fully qualified for their duties, and thus there * 
would be no incentive to capable service ;

Wherefore your petitioners earnestly pray your Honourable House to reject said bill to 
incorporate the pilots serving between Quebec and Montreal.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, etc., etc.

Signed on behalf of the Council of the 
Montreal Board of Trade,

Montreal, nth June, 1897.

;

John McKergow, President. 
Geo. Hadrill, Secretary.}

DESIRED LENGTHENING OF LEVIS GRAVING DOCK.

This subject was again brought before the Government by resolution 
adopted at the last annual meeting, and by a letter addressed to the Premier 
by your President with regard to this and other matters. (See page 6.)

SUGGESTED HARBOUR OF REFUGE AT LITTLE METIS.

In response to an enquiry addressed on January 8th, 1897, to the Depart
ment of Public Works, its Secretary replied that the Minister very much 
regretted that, there having been no appropriation voted for the purpose, it 
was quite impossible for him to decide at present anything relative to the 
continuation of the survey. The Council then wrote expressing its desire 
that the survey should be completed.

LIGHT AND FOG SIGNAL SERVICE IN THE GULF.

As the result of an interview in London, Eng., between the Hon. Sir 
L. H. Davies and Mr. E. L. Bond, a member of your Council, with respect

' / X
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fuHy very great importance of doing everything that could possibly add 
to the safety and security of vessels trading in the Gulf and River St 
rence, and that the Government would not deal with the question in 
parsimonious spirit, its determination being 
place this service

Lawrence,

Law-
any

to leave nothing undone to
the very best footing.on

DESIRED ERECTION OF A FOG SIGNAL AT CAPE pine, NEWFOUNDLAND.

REDUCTION OF GOVERNMENT GRANT FOR TIDAL SURVEY PROTESTED

AGAINST.

I

‘isrr îrr,or ihc p,°-
during several years on the part of the Council of this Board a r 
m.ttee of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, and the* 

oyal Society of Canada, your Council was concerned to learn in May that 
the Government proposed reducing the annual grant from $15,000 to $2 500 
An earnest protest was made to the Government by your Council and Bv 
Professor Alex. Johnson on behalf of the Royal Society of Canada against 
he proposed reduction of the grant, it being pointed out that to alfcToî 

knowledge of the tides and currents ir the Gulf and River are attributed most 
of the accidents to shipping which occur on this route, but the Government’s 
reply was unfavourable, the Deputy Minister of Marine writing

effort

A

as follows :

» J.srsrr^;.D,p“““ —-- 2U—Jsz
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IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT’S REGULATION RESPECTING NORTH ATLANTIC 
WINTER FREE BOARD.

At request of the Shipping Interest, the Council on 22nd September 
endorsed and forwarded to the High Commissioner for Canada in London, 
for transmission to the President of the Imperial Board of Trade, a letter 
from that organization urging the amendment of the regulation respecting 
the North Atlantic Winter free board, on the ground that it affects injurious
ly Canadian shipping interests in that it permits vessels clearing from ports 
south of Philadelphia to load to a greater draught and thereby procure 
greater earnings than when loading at Philadelphia and ports north thereof, 
and representing that no adequate reason exists for such adverse discrimina
tion. The Department of Marine subsequently asking to be informed as to 
how far south the memorialists considered that the discriminating line 
should be drawn north of which vessels must load to the North Atlantic « 
Winter load line, this question was referred to the Shipping Interest and the 
Marine Underwriters’ Association. The former organi sation replied that 
various suggestions had been made to the British authorities on this question, 
but two of which were noteworthy : one, that only vessels from ports on the 
Gulf of Mexico should be so favoured, thus excluding vessels from ports 
north thereof, and the other that the load line should be drawn at Cape 
Hatteras,—and that while either of these suggestions would tend to remove 
the unfair disability now resting on Canadian shipping, the Shipping Interests 
of this port adhered to their opinion formerly expressed that there should be 
only one load line for the entire North Atlantic. The Marine Underwriters’ 
Association said that any change that did not include the river and gulf of 
St. Lawrence and all Canadian ports to the south in the most advantageous 
class granted to any port on the Atlantic, must be regarded as an unjust 
discrimination against Canada,—also that the Association desired to place 
on record its opinion that there should be only one winter load line, viz., that 
now marked “ W.N.A.”, and further that efforts should be made to have the 
law governing load lines made international. These replies were recently 
communicated to the Marine Department at Ottawa.

DATES OF OPENING WELLAND AND ST. LAWRENCE CANALS.

The great importance of the canals being available for navigation at the 
earliest possible date led the Council to address the Government with 
regard to this matter at its first meeting after election to office. The 
Minister of Railways and Canals replied on 26th February that he wou.d

i
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X Mnflhfr t0 81Vu the matter of the opening of the Welland and St. Lawrence 

canals Ins very best attention, and have such instructions go forward as
Ca!a rre e'r emg °PenCd at the earliest P°ssible date. The WelLd

°voth Aprii-and the st-
November. g rC,peCtively *4lh December and 30th

DEEPENING OF THE WELLAND AND ST. LAWRENCE CANALS.
enProT,he n°UnCil 'S g'ad ,0 be able t0 rePort that the Government is 
energetically prosecuting the work of deepening the St. Lawrence Canals to
a umfo depth of fourteen feet, and it trusts that the earnest desire of this
edged ^es*^,,herr6rnn°f "" Canal and ,he “kl™*

CLAIM THAT MONTREAL SHOULD
BE THE TERMINAL PORT 

ATLANTIC SERVICE.
FOR THE FAST

Upon noting that negotiations for the fast Atlantic mail service had
to Mr EG P7 M°rnr G0Vemment- your Preaident communicated 
0 Mr. E. G. Penny, M.P., for presentation to the Minister the resolution 

adopted urging Montreal,
ing resolution wild '""il “i me"ins °f your Coundl Ihe follow.
Co8m„e,=7,ndTarM.™t“mm“niC,led ‘° 'he ^ °f T"d" a“d

h

:

Montreal each trip during the season of navigaL.” come to

The acknowledgment received frommerre hv Mr Do ^ L the Minister of Trade and Com-
„ . J M Pe"ny and by your Council Mated that the matter would 
full,™"™s‘ “"“'deration, and that the Minister would cal

-d in m, rritr6"1 imp''r,,n, poin,s c<,nuincd *> »*«-

MARITIME COURT NEEDED AT MONTREAL.
The lamented death of Judge Irvine affording opportunity 

sentations to the Dominion Government inI for repre
connection with the need for a
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Maritime Court at this port, the following resolution was adopted on 24th 
March and communicated to the Minister of Marine :—

“ That in view of the fact that Montreal is without an Admiralty or Maritime Court, 
such as are in force in Quebec and in Toronto and other places in Ontario ; and further, 
that owing to the death of Judge Irvine, a fresh appointment for the Quebec District is 
under consideration, the present would appear to be an opportune time to press for recogni
tion of the claims of the port of Montreal for the establishment of a Maritime Court.”

The Minister, in acknowledging, said that the matter would receive 
consideration from the Government at an early day. Nothing, however, 
having been done with reference to the desired appointment, the matter 
has recently been again brought to the Government’s attention, and it is 
believed that there is a fair prospect of a branch court being established at 
this port.

EXTENSION OF TERM OF RAILWAY SUMMER FREIGHT RATES.

The Council, soon after its election to office, decided to renew the efforts 
made by the 1896 Council to induce the Railway Companies to prolong the 
term of summer freight rates, and to this end invited the Railway Traffic 
Managers to attend a meeting of the Council and certain other members of 
the Board. That conference was held on 8th March, and the railway 
representatives attending were urged to meet the desire of the trade that 
the summer freight rates should remain in force until 30th November. The 
railway officials promised to give the representations made t ieir bent 
sidération, and they subsequently wrote to the effect that, being anxious to 
meet the wishes of the merchants and manufacturers, as expressed at the 
conference meeting, for the extension of the summer freight rates to the end 
of November, they had decided that they would defer the adoption of the 
higher rates this year until Monday, 15th November, which they trusted 
would be entirely satisfactory to all parties interested. The Council replied, 
stating that it fully appreciated this evidence of the desire of the railway 
companies to meet the requirements of the merchants and manufacturers in 
this city, but that it hoped that the railway companies would yet see that it is 
to their interest in connection with the trade and commerce of Montreal that 
summer rates should prevail until 30th November. As the result of the 
Council’-- efforts the winter rates this year did not come into effect until 16th 
November, and the trade greatly appreciated the prolongation for two weeks 
of the term during which normal freight rates prevail.

con
i'

.
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DESIRED REDUCTION OF RAILWAY EXCESS

The following resolution was adopted by the Council 
and communicated to the different railway companies :

BAGGAGE RATES.

on 29th September

“ That the Council of the Montreal Board
companies to give favourable consideration ,0 the
As.oaat.on for the reduction of their existing schedules for excess baggage.”

GOVERNMENT EXPORTATION OF DAIRY PRODUCTS OBJECTED TO.

Council to endorse its resolution^rotesting Igain^the 'exportbgX‘the 

Dominion Government of the dairy products of this 
with the Minister of Agriculture country, a meeting
Council chamber on 5,h February" and'^me^d^^mL^erl of Îhe

Butter and Cheese Association and by your Council. The matter w 
fully discussed with the reiult that the members of the Butter 
Association were satisf ;d with the Minister’s explanations.

CONTEMPLATED IMPERIAL LEGISLATION 

The schedule of
RE MARKING OF IMPORTED CHEESE.

bil1 introduced into the Imperial Parliament pro- 
viding for the makmg of regulations for the marking cf imported foreign 
cheese, the Dominion Minister of Agriculture was asked to make such 
representations to the Imperial Government as will induce it to provide 
dial in any such legislation the marking of Colonial cheese should specify 
the cmuny from which it came, so that inferior cheese from other places 
should not be sold as Canadian, and the superior quality of the Canadian 
product should thus be made known. The Minister of Agriculture in 
acknowledging these representations promised to write the High Commis
sioner with regard thereto, but the Bill not passing, the fulfilment of the 
Council s request became impossible and unnecessary.

DESIRED OPENING OF THE PORT OF BELFAST AS

IMPORT POINT.
A CATTLE LANDING AND

Jrt consequence of representations made

«‘That the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade having been requested by the cattle

as a cattle 
more landing po.ts

»

i
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and markets in Europe for the increased export cattle trade of Canada, hereby prays His 
Excellency in Council to forward that important interest by urging upon the Imperial 
Government the great desirability of granting the opening of the said port of Belfast for the 
landing of Canadian cattle, the more especially that these cattle are free from infectious 
diseases, and that at present Belfast yearly imports from Glasgow and Liverpool dead 
meat equivalent to five thousand head of live stock.”

The Secretary of State acknowledged the foregoing and subsequently 
wrote as follows :—

“ I beg to notify you that the subject has received the attention oi the Government, 
and His Excellency has been requested to forward copy of resolution of the Montreal 
Board of Trade to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, the 
Government of Canada adding the expression of its hope that the request may be 
granted.

:

“ If, as you intimate the Belfast Chamber of Commerce and other commercial 
organizations in Ireland take an active interest in the proposal, there might be some hope 
that the British Government would regard the proposal in a favourable light ; but other
wise I fear from past experience that there would be but a slight prospect that the con
cession would be obtained ”

PREFERENTIAL TRADE BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND THE COLONIES.

The following resolution adopted by you at the last annual meeting 
duly forwarded to the Premier and formally acknowledged :

“ That in the opinion of the Montreal Board of Trade the bonds which unite the 
Empire would be greatly strengthened by the adoption of a system of preferential trade 
and that it is ready to give its active support to any well considered scheme for bringing 
this about that would be fair both to Great Britain and the Colonies ; and fuither,

“ That the Board requests the Dominion Government to consider whether the time has 
not arrived to suggest to the Imperial Government the calling together of an Imperial 
conference to mature some practical plan for securing this material boon to the Empire.”

Since then the Government has fulfilled the spirit if not the letter of 
this request by the reciprocal clauses of the new tariff, which provide that 
when the customs tariff of any country admits the products of Canada on 
terms which on the whole are as favourable to Canada as the terms of the 
said reciprocal tariff are to the countries to which it may apply, articles which 
are the growth, produce or manufacture of such country when imported 
direct therefrom may then be entered for duty or taken out of warehouse for 
consumption in Canada at the reduced rates of duty provided in the recipro
cal tariff set forth in schedule D. Schedule D provides that from the 23rd 
April, 1897, 10 the 3°th day of June, 1898, inclusive, the reduction shall in

was
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FROPOSAL THAT THE DOMINION GOVERNMENT SHOULD SUBSIDIZE 
STEAMERS BETWEEN CANADA AND FRANCE. A LINE OF

in Gote«rh Fn,nÇaiT<“ 0r8a"iZ1,i°"
cndomalion of a ^ Zt^ cZZr 8 "^ <he 

Premier in favour of granting was
a

38

M "d af'" “ ** *«*

In granting reciprocal trade with other countries outride „f Great 
Britain „ „ hoped that the Canadian Government will recum theîamé

C°ndi,i0m “ b* «■» — * P-ov?r,m.er

TRADE WITH CAPE COLONY

„„ :Le="pdTdc of^his r-" 'be n="WC" “ * d«'= * * receipt'antHs

“ I am daily impressed with the possibilities of 
in many lines of goods that 
the Canadian Government should -..««SStïpÆ
open up a sort of permanent exhibition or sampirroiTnTTorLtr6'^6 °fkind “nd 

of tons of American flour and corn comine here and I a art thousands
millers could not compete equally as well for the trade Th ° n0t ^ Why Canadian 
boots and shoes, cheese, butter ham I u T a8ain th«e is furniture,
other things. I hope you will talk up the matter\ .tf™0 ‘“'v lnstruments and scores of 
that an export trade would benefit A eood w' > ^ h,.aVe 60 opportunily with those
—■*>-ai »» -i. ;. Carl'S t: ïïrhm
*" ,r” * -hot tin* .go and anted c„d 1!^!^ S™= *«*•

are now

POSSIBILITIES OF TRADE WITH

A letter was received from a firm in
EGYPT.

meats ; zinc

I
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line of steamers between Canada and France, the matter was very carefully 
considered, the result being that a reply was sent stating that the present 
time being deemed inopportune for recommending the subsidizing by the 
Dominion Government of steamship lines to foreign countries, the Council 
found itself unable to endorse the Chamber’s recommendation to the Premier 
to subsidize a direct line of steamers between Canada and France.

TRADE RELATIONS WITH ITALY.

A paragraph in the Council’s report for 1896 referred to the exclusion 
of Italy from participation in the advantageous clauses of the Franco- 
Canadian Treaty, and to the urgent representations made by the Council 
to the Dominion Government with a view to having Italy included therein. 
In fulfilment of a promise given at the last annual meeting your Council 
gave further attention to the matter of the very unsatisfactory trade relations 
with Italy, and forwarded to the Minister of Trade and Commerce 
complete memorandum upon the question compiled by Mr. Henry Miles, 
together with a letter referring to the Department’s promise of 10th May, 
1896, that the matter would receive attention, and stating that the Council 
would be glad to be informed as to whether any steps had been taken 
in connection therewith, and in any case would urge the importance of 
early action. To this communication only a formal acknowledgment 
received, and since then nothing has transpired. The Council has thus 
exhausted every means to bring pointedly before the Dominion Government 
this opportunity of extending the commerce of Canada, together with 
information in detail as to the articles and commodities in which an inter
change of business is practicable. The representations made have included 
reference to the disparity of treatment accorded to Italy ; to all European 
nations, Italy alone excepted, have been extended, first, the benefit of the 
provisions of the limited Franco-Canad an Treaty, and later the enjoyment 
(until July 31st, 1898) of the preferential tariff of Canada. This special 
treatment of Italy alone seems unjust and also contrary to the avowed 
policy of the Canadian Government of extending and encouraging commer
cial relations with foreign nations. It is within the power of the Dominion 
Government to place Italy upon at least an equal footing with other Euro
pean States, and on the other hand the Government of Italy, by a special 
representative accredited to Canada, has demonstrated in a practical 
its desire to negotiate details v> the advantage of both countries. Italy 
the first foreign power to seek admission to the provisions of the preferential
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tariff of Canada and was willing at the same time to grant special favours

e~" will
ment.

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN DOMINION 
IMMIGRATION ANNOUNCEMENTS.

government’s

The foHowing resolution was adopted on 3rd March and communicated 
to the Minister of the Interior and the Minister of Agriculture

-r; -«-• -
to the Honourable the Minister of Agri- 

his influence in the desired direction.”

Jhe.re<?U1CLt cont.ained in the foregoing was also conveyed in a letter to 
in r0Vinc'al Commiss,oner of Agriculture. The Minister of the Interior 
acknowledging this resolution said that his plans in regard to immigration 
had not been very fully developed as yet, but that he hoped that when the
excluded”8 H i TTd. that no P°rtion °f ‘he Dominion would be
The Assistant Commit , 7 7'Q“bcc WOuld receive fair consideration,
renlied that ih r • °f the DePar‘ment of Colonization at Quebec 
replied that the Commissioner would see what could be done to induce a
greater proportion of immigrants to settle in the Province of Quebec.

THE YUKON RECOMMENDED.

In compliance with numerous requests from wholesale dealers in this
MbUtoonh'ê t B°a,,d’ lh= ?°"nCi' °n '4,h 0c,ob» -he
Minister of the Interior in favour of a Government exploration of an eastern
and 6 t0 ‘f6 Yuk°l!’ l'e'' an al1 Canadian route, so that Canadian merchants 
and manufacturers could get a share of the Yukon trade which is 
largely absorbed by the coast cities of the United States.

II1

;

8:

“That a copy of this resolution be also 
culture, with the request that he might

sent
use

AN ALL CANADIAN ROUTE TO

now
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POSTAL MATTERS.

Rtduced Postal Rate.—The resolution adopted at the last annual 
meeting in favour of reducing the city postal rate on letters from two cents 
per ounce to one cent per ounce, was duly communicated to the Postmaster- 
General and consideration promised by him, but as yet the two cent rate pre
vails.

Treatment of wholly unstamped letters.— Representations were made 
to the Postmaster-General under date nth February, urging that the 
present system of forwarding unstamped letters to the Dead Letter Office 
at Ottawa and then awaiting the amount of postage thereon from the ad
dressee before the letter was forwarded, should be abrogated in favour of any 
reasonable mode that would enable the letters to reach their destination 
with the smallest possible delay. The letter said that precedent was found 
in other countries for the system of charging on delivery thereof, double 
postage rates for any letters unstamped, and that the Council was of opinion 
that such a course if adopted in Canada would be satisfactory. 
Minister in replying promised to give his early and very careful consider
ation to these recommendations. The Council hopes that this may result 
in a change in the present most unsatisfactory system.

INSOLVENCY LEGISLATION.

The

The need for insolvency legislation was brought be ore the Premier 
immediately after your Council’s accession to office in a letter from the 
President which is quoted on pages 7 and 8 of this report. That letter closed 
with the request that the Premier would endeavour to procure the passage 
of an insolvent law during the forthcoming session of Parliament. Shortly 
after the date of that letter your President and Second Vice-President ob
tained an interview with the Premier, and were given to understand that 
there was not much prospect of insolvency legislation being reached during 
that session of Parliament, and as there was good reason for such post
ponement of the matter, the Council deferred further representations with 
regard to it until towards the close of the year, when a copy of the Coun
cil’s Memorial of 7th Jan. was addressed to the Premier with the following 
letter :—

Montreal, Oct. 29th, 1897.
Right Honourable Sir Wilfrid Laurier, G.C.M.G., Premier of the Dominion of Canada, 

Ottawa.
Sir,—I have the honour, by direction of the Council of this Board, to communicate 

copy of the Memoiial addressed you on 7th January, 1897, by last year’s Council, urging 
upon your attention the need for insolvency legislation.
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1 he Council feeling that the lack of , 

this country, most earnestly reiterates the 
that your Government will take energetic 

session of Parliament, of legislation 
assets of insolvent debtors.

prayer ont" °f

measures towards and begs
next

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
Vour obedient servant,

Geo. Hadrill,
a . Secretary,

TradttolTm'toL1 “ft ™ «»• - ««oh Bo„d or
Prayer of ,h, râoL™, »3d“‘?8 ,lm if in »i‘h 'he

Government to the same effect and that ih * *a*iT]y. date address the 
procurable towards obtaining ’ without fu th W°ü ? Cnl'Sl 3,1 the ,nflue”ce 
insolvency legislation. ‘ fUr'her de,ay the much

OTTAWA BOARD OF TRADE

desired

desires a meeting 
trade.

of THE DOMINION BOARD OF

. BZ °tT^ ■» .his Coun-
iegislalion, suggested that this Board should”™* |,r0=U,m8 '"solvency 
Dominion Board of Trade prior to or «t * ^ *Cne a meeting of the
Parliament, to deliberate upon the need orTso, °f the <>f 
upon o;her subjects of Dominion importance a"^ ? " ** WeH as
letter stating that while agreeing with the o! t P7 Was sent t0 that 
Hie event of serious opposition8 arising a£, ■ ? ?°3rd U1 beheving that, in
legislation, a joint utterance in favour of such .eL l TT °f inso,vency 
the leading Boards of Tiade would legislation from a meeting ofsid.r,d ,h,8, i, „„„,d°LTc : d„ .“Lr^hght the cou"di

—sithat the Government’s influence

cil’s

con-
opposition but rather 

an Insolvency Bill, and
a va [j uuu uy parliament. The Ottawa Board Sufficient t0 Procure its

srs-y* sucl
would

---------- A.uucrbun • ana Mr w s wford Ross, its Vice-President,
to confer with the Executive of this ’boZ’ w?“.V°LCOme ^ Montreal

The interview took place on 3,« Deambêr8^ ^î,h"«ard th"et0- The inter 
Board of Trade, being also present \h \E' Gurne>r» President Toronto
Terence meeting of Canad-anBoards of Trade waTde dt8 *** * ^ 
of a Dominion Board meeting. as dec,ded uP°n instead

it.

■5 -

P P
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PROPOSE!) ESTABLISHMENT OF A CANADIAN MINT.

The Honourable T. R. Mclnnes wrote on 8th May asking to be 
informed whether this Board was in sympathy with a resolution which he 
intended introducing in the Senate. The resolution was as follows :

“ That in the opinion of this House, it ii both desirable and expedient that the Govern- 
“ ment should, at the earliest possible date, establish a mint in Canada, for the purpose of 
“ coining all the gold, silver and copper currency necessary to meet the commercial 
“ requirements of the country.”

The Council after conferring with the Bankers’ Section of this Board, 
wrote Mr. Mclnnes that in its opinion the establishment of a mint in this 
country is undesirable and inexpedient, and would also involve unnecessary 
expense.

SALARIES OF CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEES SHOULD BE ATTACHABLE FOR DEBT.

At request of the Montreal (Retail) Grocers’ Association, the Council 
renewed to the Premier representations made by the 1894 Council to the 
effect that it saw no reason for the exemption now enjoyed by civil service 
employees, whose salaries it considered should be made subject to attach
ment the same as employees in générai.

PROPOSED TAXATION BY NEW BRUNSWICK LEGISLATURE OF COMMERCIAL 
TRAVELLERS ENTERING THAT PROVINCE.

At request of the Dominion Commercial Travellers' Association your 
Council co-operated in the efforts made to prevent the taxation of commercial 
travellers entering the Province of New Brunswick, the following resolution 
being adopted on 10th March for communication to the St. John Board of 
Trade :—

“ Resolved, that the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade having learned that the 
" Legislature of the Province of New Brunswick contemplates imposing a special tax on 
“ all commercial travelle.s entering that Province, hereby urges the St. John Board of 
“ Trade to use its utmost endeavours to secure the withdrawal of such an obnoxious 
“ measure.”

The St. John Board of Tradp subsequently wrote that the joint oppo
sition offered to the proposed taxation had been successful, the Bill having 
been withdrawn.
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GOVERNMENT REGULATION

In consequence of representations from 
gists here, the following resolution 
Minister of Inland Revenue :—

«'•h. -Æ:ïsrrsïi r r-the Minister of Inland Revenue that °ard °[Trade hereby urges on the Honourable

RE STAMPING OF SCALES.

the leading wholesale drug- 
was adopted and forwa ded to the

“ That,

purposes is

and U,« 7"? .‘ha, .‘he d«"'=d serious considéra,ion
from the r °U d °°k ml° 11 at once> his letter being followed by one

•teV'coï't™' ;£eWh0,r,e dr“g8iSt’ ^Pe-lrnTn- «S? Sta

,-7„„Tk,,h,7he:«irS “amped in,he“!Ml
names

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS.

Proposed Revision of City Charter Tin™ . • • corporation w„ preparing a ^re.ifta of^'£1 CtaSThe M 

reso utron was adopted and communicated to His Worship thé Mayor”™8

? wrr ? -—*«amendments proposed to be made to the r,iv rl i Counci1 ask that the draft of the 
be communicated to the Council of this Boa d “V ‘C next ,seS; ion of the Legislature
it may have the opportunity of giving them c ° r i* possible momcnt in order that
Council trusts that TZ £'"«her, that the 
Council’s Committee which mav take nine presenta‘l0n “• anX discussion before the City 
City Council.” X P e Prlor t0 the adoption of the new charter by the

that

The .Mayor in acknowledging said that 
ready, or any complete section thereof, it as soon as the new charter 

was the intention of the City
was
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Council Committee to invite the Board of Trade and other representative 
bodies to appoint delegates to go over the whole work with the Committee.

Threatened premature removal of Dyke on Revetment Wall.—In conse
quence of a recommendation made by the Road Committee to the City 
Council that the alteration to be made to Commissioners Street be proceeded 
with, and that the dyke be removed without delay, your Council expressed 
the opinion that it would be unwise to remove the dyke until other flood 
protection works were in course of construction.

Additional civic borrowing opposed.—A section of the City Council, 
aided by a number of members of the Local Assembly, has endeavoured 
during the present session of the Legislature to saddle this city with a large 
increase of indebtedness, part of which was to pay for projected works 
which in the opinion of your Council were either absolutely unnecessary or 
not needed at present, such as the Bonsecours Market extension and the 
widening of Notre Dame Street east and St. Antoine Street. Your Council 
therefore held a special meeting on 18th December, at which the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted, copies th -reof being thereafter printed 
in English and in French and sent to every member of the Legislative 
Council and Legislative Assembly with a letter from your President asking 
their support of the Council’s recommendations :

e

;
l

Whereas, the indebtedness of this city is represented by a definite contract between the 
city and the debenture holders, one of the chief sections of which contract pledges that the 
bonded indebtedness shall not exceed fifteen per cent, on the assessed value of the taxable 
property of the city ; and

Whereas the Bill, “ An Act concerning the Finances of the City of Montreal,” provides 
for an issue of debentures by the city which will exceed the said limit of fifteen per cent., 
and so constitute a breach of the contract between the city and the holders of its debentures ; 
therefore

y

Resolved, That the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade earnestly protests against 
any issue of temporary debentures as proposed in said bill, and suggests instead that a 
schedule shewing the actual amount required for snecific obligations shall be prepared, and 
that a special tax be imposed to cover the same, so that no increase of the city’s liabilities 
shall be made during the year 1898.

On 30th December it became evident that further opposition was neces
sary, and a special meeting of Council was held when the following telegram 
was adopted and despatched to the Hon. F. G. Marchand, Premier, the 
City M. L. A.’s and the Mayor, who was then in Quebec :

“ Council Montreal Board of Trade protests most strenuously against any increase in 
*• city’s liabilities, and urges that to meet any legal debts already contracted over and above 
the lawful borrowing power a special tax be levied,”

X
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Mr. CrLdl agai” mel “ refe»"“ >° 'hi-

Bkkerdikel thC f°ll0Wing reS°,Uti0n’ which communicated was the 
to Mr.

,A';.By Str,k'n8 out sub-section i of sec. 2 thereof.
'^7:. “ °f,35O>0” ,0WardS the B~ Market «tension.)

2. tiy striking out section 3.

rw,4-'fc*.
3. Ana by adding the following after section 9 . r j

repayment, within two years from ,st May ,808 of the Lh °rder to provide «» the

in the same

as
!

c , property shall be

—. =1:: - -

P»iXr»*t^:îd a dCPWa,i0" from rour Council,

=sr~«s
ssa.ïESsS:
«s^rr1 'he bi" Pr0Vidi"8 f” *4 None dL^

INSPECTION AND OTHER

!Si>‘.lSS,T£;SB

—.*.^.Æsrâsr,ïTatr*Kr

OFFICES.
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Lionel J. Smith, Montreal; William Brodie, Quebec ; William 
Galbraith, J. L. Spink, Toronto ; W. G. Bailey, Hamilton ; J. D. Saunby, 
London ; Robert Noble, Dominion Millers’ Association ; Robert Muir, 
Winnipeg.

The meeting was held in this Building on Friday, 29th October, when 
the standard samples were chosen and quarter barrels of same subsequently 
distributed through the Department of Inland Revenue here.

Inspection of Wheat and other Grain.—Inspector, Hospice Labelle.
Examiners, 1897, A. G. McBean, Chairman ; E. F. Craig, Auguste Girard, 
Robert Peddie, Adam G. Thomson.

Selection of Standard Samples of Grain.—The Montreal représenta, ives 
at the Toronto Meeting for the selection of standard samples of grain 
grown east of Port Arthur were Messrs. E. F. Craig, Alex. McFee, and 
Adam G. Thomson. The Board for the selection of standards of grain 
grown west of Port Arthur being a permanent one, Messrs. T. A. Crane and 
O. M. Gould remain thereon as the Montreal representatives. Mr. Crane 
was unable to attend ; and, owing to some misunderstanding, Mr. Carru- 
thers received the notice of the meeting which should have been addressed 
to Mr. O. M. Gould, consequently Montreal was not represented at the 
meeting. The Corn Exchange Committee of Management has expressed 
to the Government its dissatisfaction with the system of permanent appoint
ments on this Board, representing that such appointments should be made 
on the recommendation of the trade organization of the places from which 
the delegates are selected.

Inspection of Grain at Coteau andplaces on the South Shore contiguous to 
Montreal.—The Montreal Inspector of Grain was early in the year, at the 
request of the Examiners, authorized to inspect at Coteau Junction grain 
passing through that point for export, and more recently to inspect at places 
on the south shore of the river contiguous to Montreal.

Instection of Hay.—Inspector, Hospice Labelle (resigned Dec. 1st, 1897). Board 
of Examiners, 1897, John Crowe, C. B. Esdaile, Jos. Quintal, Jos. Robillard, 
Jas, Scott.

On first December Mr. Hospice Labelle wrote the Council stating that 
he had sent to the Dominion Government his resignation as Inspector of 
Hay for the District of Montreal.

Inspection of Leather and Raw Hides.—Inspector of Leather, J. H. Mooney ; Inspec
tor of Raw Hides, Anselme Bissonnbttb ; Board of Examiners, 1897, Jas. Linton, 
F. C. A. McIndoe, Jas. Price, Thaxter Shaw, J. Alex. Stevenson.

Board of
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I Jamks Mlkn, Î«w UÜnÎ, mj" McG^V^M R°‘ml °f Kx"miner'- l897, 

Inspection of Pot Ashes and Pmrl Ashe, ’’ Ma*tkrman» Strwart Munn. 
Examiners, ,897. Q,As. Cvnn.Zam X ’ 7”° J' MA,°R' 1,01nl of

K~'

John Ba.rd, Albert Hebert, KV Mel'IT'T'k’m"'' Hoardof^Examiner., ,897. 
»/ :“CL7’ J" fc; ^0R,N- Stewart Munn.

T. W.McLaoan, D. A. McPherson, ThosS, awi {"S'*”1 '*97’ A" A- Ayer.
0A» ,/ n^, .,/A,ww M(, ^ '4é2bLti a,u'ancourt-

Uw-> WeiK''er, Men surer and Gaucer D ^ pn°r to dalc of Inspection
A. A. Aver, Chas. Chapvt Thos , , MtR°N' B(Mrd of Examiner,, ,897( 
». L. Lockerbv. ’ T,,0S- J- I)Ri,mmond, John E. Kirkpatrick,z

ihe grain and produce trade.

rric."'irs 2r^tK5d«rr; ma,cn'a' a,,van“ » “«Province of Ontario has been h Î he farmcrs of Ca"ada. The 
>897 was fully „„ mj|lion h h | y orluna>'. inasmuch as ihe crop of

demand f„, ,L Onfarioaod MZZZVZt
* large »f -h= Ontario surplus has alreadÎTefnh", C°"""UOUS’ *"d
is every prospect tint tiw» v.. . y left the country. There

- rcrîtSÆSis-- -
million bushels short of that of igoô Lh h9? PrOVCd SOme six hundred 
ment in prices as a result but current 1 ^ hilS been some improve-
hasis. The European demand continue,™?, "* ve,y
corn is the cheapest feeding grain obtainable7 T n • PrCSent pnces

^Canada h. been Jg„,

-ow range 3^ X ^“n^ 'h™"6h” —A hn, „ 

Par. of the”seasonjrut tTn^TpHct’h^r lh'°“gh

the k=" competition ‘ha. has been experienced f“m U S°*S 'a''K'lr “
eOnr.no crop wasabonrfou,million bushels ine,«ss of throng,6
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and the crop in this Province was also much in excess of the previous year. 
There is still a good demand for oats for export, but the supply in the 
country should be ample for all requirements.

Barley.—Owing to the crop of this cereal having been harvested during 
wet weather, it was very poor in both colour and quality, so much so, as to be 
unfit for maltsters’ use ; consequently, almost the whole was retained for 
feeding purposes or for seed.

Rye.—It is somewhat extraordinary that rye has not shared with wheat 
in the material advance that cereal has experienced, and this is the more note
worthy from the fact that the European crop this year is greatly deficient. 
There was a fair export demand through the season of navigation, and 
shipments are still being made via Atlantic ports. The crop of 1897 
in Canada was somewhat in excess of that of the previous year.

Hay.—The crop in this province was so poor that it was scarcely sale- . 
able, but there was a supply of good hay from Ontario. The export trade 
has been very light owing to lack of freight at rates permitting the business. 
Prices for best grades have been well maintained, manufactured grades very 
low. Business with the United States has been blocked by the increase of 
the duty there.

Flour.—The fine qualities of the flour turned out by the Ontario and 
Manitoba mills have attracted extensive orders from British and other 
kets, and many Ontario mills have been running steadily for several months 
to supply same. Ontario flours have recaptured the Newfoundland market, 
large shipments having been made to that colony.

In the months of May, June and July the scarcity of old crop wheat 
lesulted in lighter offerings of flour and the asking of higher prices, which 
local buyers were unwilling to pay, consequently receipts fell off and 
stocks here dwindled to the smallest on record. The scarcity of available 
wheat for mil'ers’ use or for export became more pronounced towards the 
close of the harvest year, prices advancing considerably, and notwithstanding 
the reluctance of dealers to purchase, flour became proportionately higher. 
Straight Rollers, which were selling here in July at $3.7 5, advanced gradually 
to $4.75 and $5.00, but as supplies of new wheat increased, p: ices steadily 
subsided to $4.50 and ultimately to $4.35. Altogether the past year has 
been an auspicious one for millers and the flour trade generally, and there 
is a general opinion that 1898 will be equally profitable.
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pkfje.
302,333
177,169

boxes.
1,774,791
2.015,253

pkgs.
203,482

77,828

boxes.
1,796;916
1,729,651

pkgs.
166,293
38,970

boxes.
1,696,594
1,705,768

pkgs.
111,09*.

84,481

boxes.
1,499,499
1,651,737

BUTTER
Receipts..
Shipments.

CHEESE.
Receipts..
Shipments.

st. sss-jtas: & sL'ssutfsatfor the last
56.495 boxes cheese. x

season via 
2,412 pkgs butter and

. Rush. Bush.
Receipts... 37,563,039 31,110,321

Shipments. 34,776,942 27,847,821

Bush.
18,035,332

Bush. 
16,756,143

15,771,364 14,777,487

Bush.
28,313,035

27,590,556

Butter.—While the shipments of butter from this port were much in
excess of last year, the increase is made up largely from U. S. goods being 
shipped in bond as a result of the excellent cold storage facilities provided 
by the steamship lines sailing from this port. The demand from England 
for our butter was gooçl and prices very satisfactory.

Our farmers would do well to pay greater attention to this article, for 
which they have so excellent a market and now a good reputation for making 
prime quality. 6

Cheese. 1 hi. >as been a phenomenal year for make ; the increase over 
any previous season cannot be less than 500,000 boxes, the value of which 
would be $3,000,000,—a very snug sum to go into the pockets of our farmers.

The average price paid to the farmers was very good, and must have 
been most satisfactory and profitable. . The heavy make began to be felt on 
the markets in September, and prices declined during the following 
months to 2c. per pound.

The season winds up with large stocks at all the principal centres, but 
markets are steady with a good consumptive demand going

The following were the receipts and shipments of butter and cheese 
at Montreal during the past five years :

two

on.

1897. 1896. 1895. 1894. 1893.

1897. 1896. 1895. 1894. 1893.

1x1

00

Tables showing the receipts and shipments of grain and produce at 
Montreal will be found on pages 90 to 93, the aggregates of Grain, Flour 
and Meal for the past five years being as follows :__

!

to
 to «S

g- Kf
t-a

•4
C5

X
 CJX “

V
s?

 Vs?
to

 to
 

-4
 —

I 
1

t



34,326

v

33,221
23,564
16,415

9,716
1,093

Cattle. Sheep.Cattle. Sheep. Cattle. Sheep. Cattle. Sheep.

Yi’Hl 36,956 18,156 39,052 64,198u’J?. 30’860 24,984 38.486 24,199 83,940
23,047 13,862 22,370 36,778

4 sSn i 8,034 4,033 7,325 30,608

«58 I if, ?; w «
472 76 ............

Liverpool..
London....
Glasgow...
Bristol.......
Newcastle..
Manchester.
Cardiff.....
Antwerp ........................
Ports in France............. !

703

............  3,826 3,306 1,800 ............

THE LIVE STOCK EXPORT TRADE.
The exports of cattle this year were the largest in the history of this 

port, with the exception of those of .890, but unfortunately the business 
as resulted in loss to the sh. pers owing to the demand in England being 

seriously restricted by the engineers’ strike, and ! hat at a time when supplie!

TuMleTrTh r'” e?eCtati0t! °f Cnlarged virements on account of the 
Jubilee celebration As a result of representations made to the Government
during 1896 by this Board, U. S. cattle were allowed to be shipped ",
quarantine via Montreal. The consequence was that some twelve thousand

wer! r,oC,8Sed 8 th''S T" The shipments of «tie this season 

were 119,188 head, an increase of 18,828 as compared w: ., last year. The
number of cattle-carrying vessels that sailed from this port during the 

“3WaS 3°4’ 35 3gainSt 274 in i896, 249 in ,895, 254 in ,894, and 295

. . . T!\e exporls of sheeP sh°w another large decrease for this season, the 
ta sh'pments being 61,254, a decrease of 19,4,7 as compared with 1896.

ShiPZn\ (T't0rarti™lar Port° during Seasons of Naviga-
, . 96, 189o, i894, with total figures for seventeen preceding years.

Port 1897. 1896. 1895. 1894.

Total shipments. 119,188 61,254 100,360 80,671 96,582 217,399 87,604 139,763

51

Year. Cattle. Sheep.

83,322 3,743
98,731 

109,150 
123,136 
85,670 
60,504 
64,631 
63,932 
61,947

Year. Cattle. Sheep.
Total shipments.. 1893 1884 67,288

49,090
28,358
27,536
41,730
21,626
15,963

62,950
84,790
63,667
65,538
74,602
62,550
31,841

1892 15,932
32,042
43,372
69,334
45,528
36,027
93,850
39,401

1883« « 1891 1882<( « 1890 1881>■ « 1889 1880« 1888 1879« 1887 1878« «1 1886 1877 6,940 9,609« « 1885
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2,145
6,688
1,556

39

1897.

i

52

The following Table shows approximately the Amount of Money turned over during 
the Business Season of 1897 '

H9.188 cattle, valued at $60 each.......................
61,254 sheep, valued at $5 each............................
Ocean freight, on cattle, at $10 per head...."
Ocean freight, on sheep, at $1 per head .........
Kadvray carriage, on cattle, at $3.25 per head
10,694 tons of hay, at $11.50 per ton...............
5,000 tons of feed, at $16.00 per ton...............
Ship fittings on cattle, $1.75 per head............. !
Insurance, on cattle, at $1 per head..................
insurance, on sheep, at 25c. per head............. .’
Keep at yards, on cattle, at 50c. per head.........
Loading fees, on cattle, at 50c. per head...........
Attendants, for ocean voyage................................

Total expenditure.’..................................

$7,151,280
306,270

1,191,880
61,254

387,361
191,980
80,000

208,579
119,188

15,313
69.594
59.594 
75,000

$9,907,298
.

The shipments qf horses for this year have decreased slightly, but 
shippers report that the year’s business was very satisfactory. There were 
10,05 r h^d exported during 1897, a decrease of 36 head as compared with 
18961 0ver 56 % of the total number exported from this port went to

1 he following table shows the shipments of horses to particular ports 
during the year 1897, with comparative figures for 1896.

London.!"

1896.
Liverpool...........
London...............
Glasgow.............
Bristol ...............
Newcastle............
Belfast...............
Ports in France.

Total

43

60

10,088

THE LUMBER TRADE.
The exports of lumber during the past season largely exceeded those of 

any previous year, and were in excess of 1896 by nearly ninety-four million 
feet. The following table gives the total exports for 1897 and the four pre
ceding years.

1897. 1896. 1895. 1894. 1893.
Lumber ft. B.M... 315,312,166 221,334,680 176,372,976 189,610,029 132,097,979.

10,051

I

C 
7.

8

o«
 f—

'



LIST OF NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS TO BE SUPPLIED TO THE READING-ROOM DURING 1898.

CANADIAN.
IzaILY.

.........«Gazette.
•Herald.
•La Patrie.
•La Presse.

........ •Globe.
•Mall and Empire.

........•Chronicle.
........ Citizen.
.......Man. Free Press.

........ Chronicle.

........ Sun.

U. S.—Cont»
BI WEEKLY.

.......Free Press.
.......Globe Democrat.

WEEKLY.

BRITISH—Cont. 
WEEKLY—CONT.
.......... Field.

World.
Truth.
St. James Budget. 
Athenseum. 
Spectator.
Saturday Review. 
Speaker.
New Review.
Public Opinion. 
Economist.
Mark Une Ex

press.
Grocer and Oil 

Trade Review. 
Fair Play.
Syren and Ship-
CnnaSiun Gazette 

•Review (Insur
ance).

Liverpool........ Weekly Mercury.
Manchester.... Weekly Courier. 
Edinburgh .... Weekly Scotsman 

... Weekly Irish 
Times.

MONTHLY.
.. .•Chamber of Com

merce Journal. 
•Commerce.
•British Trade 

Journal.
•Board of Trade 

Journal (Gov.) 
Fortntghtlylteview 
Nineteenth Cen

tury.
Contemporary 

Review.
Review of Reviews 
Cosmopolis.
New Illustrated 

Magazine. 
Strand.
Idler.
Pall Mall Maga

zine.
Leisure Hour.
Art Journal. 
Magazine of Art. 

Edinburgh..... Blackwood’s 
Magazine. 

Quarterly.
..........Portfolio.

ANNUAL.
..........Lloyd’s Register.
CONTINENTAL. 

weekly.
. ... L’Illustration.

Le Monde Illustré 
La Revue de Paris 
Le Fermier ttri- 

weekly).
FORNIGHTLY.
........ Revue des Deux

Mondes.

1 London,Detroit.. 
St. Louis.

Montreal

Toronto..
Quebec ... 
< Utawa... 
Winnipeg 
Halifax.., 
St. John

San Francisco. Weekly Call.
New Orleans.. Weekly Times 

Democrat.
«Marine Review.

..♦Price Current.

..•Farmers’ Review.

... Iron Age.
Oil, Paint an<l 

Drug Reporter. 
Engineering and 

Mining Journal 
•Electrical En

gineer.
Financial and 

Commercial 
Chronicle.

Harper’s Weekly.
Life.
Truth.
Scientific Amer- Dublin 

lean and Supple- • 
ment.

Forest & Stream.
Critic.
LittelPs 

Age.
MONTHLY.
.... Harper’s.

Century.
Scribner’s.
Cosmopolitan.
Munsey’s.
McClure’s.
Outing.
Review of Reviews 
North American 

Review.
•Popular Science 

Monthly.
Art Amateur.
Art Interchange. 
International 

Studio.
Architect’s Edition 
Scientific American.
BRITISH.
.... Times (tri-weekly 

edition).

Cleveland.
Cincinnati
Chicago......
New xork..

WEEKLY.

... .*Canada Gazette.
....♦Official Gazette.
.... Canadian Journal 

of Commerce.
Canadian Trade 

Review.
•Trade Bulletin.
Shareholder.

♦Real Estate 
Record.

Le Moniteur du 
Commerce.

Insurance and Fi- 
gnance Chronicle.

....•Canadian Grocer.
•Canadian Hard

ware and Metal 
Merchant.

Ottawa... 
Quebec .. 
Montreal

■

, LondonToronto. Living

New YorkMONTHLY.

Montreal .......* Pharmaceutical
Journal.

•Canadian Journal 
of Fabrics. 

.•Monthly Weather 
Review.

Canadian Magazine 
. Canadian Mining 

Review.

Toronto.

Ottawa

NEWFOUNDLAND.

DAILY.

St. John’s.......Daily News.

UNITED STATES.

London,DAILY.
London

New York Herald.
Tribune.

•Evening Post. 
•Journal of Com

merce & Com
mercial Bulletin 

Courrier dee Etats 
Unis.

•Advertiser.
, Courier.
•Tribune.

, News-Tribune.

WEEKLY.
... Graphic.

Illustrated Lon
don News.

Black and White. 
Sketch (U. S. edi

tion).
Punch.
Judy.
Fun.
Army and Navy.

Gazette.
Builder.

LondonLondon

iParis......

Boston.
Buffalo.
Chicago 
Duluth 
Minneapolis... Tribune.

Blade. ParisToledo

those markedwith ^ck H^Ch^m^eUv^
being made In the Heading Koom throughout the year so soon as the succeeding issue is received.
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NEW MEMBERS.

The following gentlemen were admitted to membership in the Board 
during 1897, and have qualified therefor :—

Admitted January 6th. 
J. 0. Dupuis, of Dupuis Frères.

Admitted April 14th.
Alfred Eaves, Jeweller, 
i lies. F. G. Foisy, General Manager and 

Treasurer the Thos. F. G. Foisy Mfg. 
Co.

T. R. McCarthy, representing Messrs. 
Peterson, Tate & Co.

Admitted June 2nd.
Wm. Mackay, Royal Insurance Co.
T. F. Shields, of Y jst & Co.

Admitted July 5th.

Geo. F. Benson, of W. T. Benson & Co. 
W. S. Leslie, of A. 0. Leslie & Co.

Admitted Sept. 8th.
W. Stewart Johnston, of Wm. Johnston 

& Co., Ltd.
Frank Willard Smith, with E. L. Bond. 
Eugene Entrerai], Grain Shipper.
E. M. Nicholson, of the McArthur Bros. 

Co., Ltd,
N. Christensen, Dobell, Becket & Co.

Admitted September 15th.
Eastern Freight and Passenger Agent 

(W. H. Olive) of the Intercolonial 
Railway.

Admitted February 3rd.
J. W. Anderson, manager for J. Burstall 

& Co.

Admitted February 10th.
E. F. Hebden, Merchants Bank of Canad 
Fred. M. Larmonth, with M. Davis.

Admitted February 17th.
H. J. Coon, of The Bartlett-Frazier Co., 

of Ontario, Ltd.

Admitted February 24th.
A. J. Ayer, of A. A. Ayer & Co.
Richard A. O’Brien, Marshall, Mich. 
Stewart Campbell, with E. L. Bond.

Admitted March 3rd.

E.D. Marceau, of L. Chaput, Fils & Cie.

Admitted March 10th.

E. P. Heaton, Guardian Fire & L:fe 
Assurance Co., Ltd.

W. A. Penfield, of Otto E. Lohrke&Co. 
New York.

a

Admitted October 22nd.
Alexander Mossman.of The N. K. Fair

banks Co.

Admitted December 15th.

A. E. Cooke, of Messrs. Elder, Dempster
& Co.

Admitted March 17th.
Canadian Forwarding & Export Co., re

presented by Adolf Lomer.
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Ot ITU ARY.

Mr. Henry Lyman, died 19/A July, 1897.—Although with advancing 
years Mr. Lyman’s activity in connection with this Board was necessarily 
greatly lessened, his death left a sense of loss, especially among the older 
members of the Board. This feeling was evidenced in the following resolu
tion adopted by the Council and duly communicated to Mr. Lyman's 
family ;—

“ That the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade, at this its first meeting after the 
death of Mr. Henry Lyman, places on record its sense of the loss thereby sustained by the 
Board, and its high appreciation of Mr. Lyman’s unblemished character an J of the useful 
life so happily prolonged to the advantage of the community

“ That for forty years Mr. Lyman was an active member of this Board, the minutes 
showing the deep and intelligent interest he took in the varied subjects that have been con
sidered during that period. Becoming a member in 1853, Mr. Lyman was elected a mem
ber of the Council for the year 1855-6, Vice-President of the Board for 1863-4, Treasurer 
for 1864 5, Vice President for the years 1876 and 1877, and President for 1878 and 1879, 
and was at various times elected a member of the Board of Arbitration ;

“ That the Council tenders to Mrs. Lyman and other members of the family its sincere 
sympathy in this bereavement.”

RESIGNATION OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY AND APPOINTMENT OF A SUCCESSOR.

Mr. G, A. Irwin, Assistant Secretary of the Board, recently 
notified the Council that he would resign that office on 1st Feb. next, to 
accept a position with a firm in this city. The Council in accepting this 
resignation adopted the following resolution, which was accompanied by a 
substantial recognition of Mr. Irwin's long connection with the Board.

“ That the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade receives with much regret 
Mr. G. A. Irwin's resignation of the Assistant Secretaryship of the Board, which office he 
has held since 1891 ; and the Council hereby records its entire satisfaction with Mr. Irwin's 
services during the thirteen years he has been a member of the Board’s office staff.

*' That Mr. Irwin carries with him the Council’s sincerest wishes for his future welfare.”

At the same meeting, 5th Jan, 1898, the senior office clerk, 
Mr. J. Stanley Cook, was, on recommendation of the Executive Committee, 
advanced to the Assistant Secretaryship.

HER MAJESTY’S DIAMOND JUBILEE.

The following message of congratulation was cabled to Her Majesty 
on the occasion of the celebration of the completion of the sixtieth year of 
her glorious reign :—

:
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Montreal, June 21,1897.“ To Her Va/esty the Queen ;
“ The eleven hundred members of the Montreal Board of Trad. 

.,am KimUtU;le events /our Majesty's long and glorious reign, 
jestybe pleased to graciously accept their heartiest 

“ Diamond Jubilee.

e, recalling with pride 
pray that your Ma- 

congratulations upon this your

John McKergow, President.
Geo. Hadrill, Secretary ”

This was acknowledged by the following letter from Her Majesty’s
siZfoTSdn“ d S'ra,hC°" “d M°U,,t Ror*'- High Co-mi,.

“ Hear Lord Strathcona . —
“ Ï am commanded to beg that you will convey to the Montreal Board of Trad 

expression of the Queen’s thanks for their kind 
Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee.

e the
message of congratulation on the day of

Yours very truly,t
... . . Arthur Biggb.’’

The illumination of the building having been decided upon it was car-
mos °U-riJt|tie Bf°ard’S Stair’ and the ljSht supplied by the Board’s dyna
mos. The three front entrances were outlined with rows of lights, and above 
the mam entrance was the device, “ 1837. Victoria 1807 ” Th» in. • 
was continued for three nights, and the opinion was general among thosTwho 
witnessed it, that the immense size of the lettering and the extreme brilliancy 
of the lights rendered the illumination unique among the numerous other 
beautiful devices seen here during the Jubilee celebration

I

BANQUET TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILFRID
LAURIER, O. C. M. G.

At a special meeting of Council held on 5th July the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted : “ That a Banquet be tendered bv tL r " ,
to the Premier, the Right Honourable Sir Wilfrid Laurier C. C MG 
on h,s return from representing this count,y at the Diamond j 
festivities in England, and that the management of the Banquet sLm be 
retained entirely in the hands of the Council.” ^ ‘ be

That invitation was communicated by cable to Sir Wilfrid who in

.......■*-.......

Richard Cartwright, G. C. M. G., Min.
were

being accepted : Hon. Sir 
Trade & Commerce ; Hon. R. W.
seven

II:

A

s :
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Scott, Secretary of State ; Hon. Sir Oliver Mowat, G. C. M. G., Min. of 
Justice ; Hon. Sir L. H. Davies, G. C. M. G., Min. Marine & Fisheries ; Hon. 
F. W. Borden, Min. of Militia and Defence ; Hon. Wm. Mulock, Postmaster 
General ; Hon. S. A. Fisher, Min. of Agriculture ; Hon. J. Israel Tarte, Min. 
of Public Works ; Hon. R. R. Dobell ; Hon. W. S. Fielding, Min. of Finance; 
Hon. A. G. Blair, Min. of Railways & Canals ; Hon. C. A. Geoffrion ; Hon; 
Clifford Sifton, Min. of the Interior; Hon. Wm. Paterson, Min. of Customs; 
Hon. Sir Henry Joly de Lotbiniere, Min. of Inland Revenue ; Hon. Charles 
Fitzpatrick, Solicitor General ; Lord Strathcona, High Commissioner for 
Canada ; The Mayor (R. Wilson Smith, Esq.) ; President La Chambre de 
Commerce (Jos. Contant, Esq.) ; Messrs. E. G. Penny, T. G. Roddick, 
M. J. F. Quinn, O. Desmarais and H. Dupré, M. P.’s for the City ; 
Messrs. R. Prefontaine, M.P. for Maisonneuve ; J. A. C. Madore, M.P. for 
Hochelaga ; and F. D. Monk, M. P. for Jacques Cartier ; R. S. White, Esq., 
Collector of Customs ; Sir Chas. Rivers Wilson, President, Chas. M. Hays, 
Esq., Manager Grand Trunk Railway System, Sir Wm. Van Horne, President, 
T. G. Shaughnessy, Esq., Manager and Vice President Canadian Pacific 
Railway ; Hon. Sir Alex. Lacoste, Chief Justice ; Hon. Sir Melbvvrne Tait, 
Acting Chief Justice ; Jas. McMullen, Esq., M. P. for Wellington, N. Riding.

In order to avoid the possibility of any political complexion being given 
to the banquet, the vice-chairs were filled by members of your Council. 
The toast list was brief, being as follows :—Her Majesty the Queen ; 
His Excellency the Governor General ; The Right Honourable Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier, G. C. M. G.; and The Parliament of the Dominion of Canada. 
At the commencement of the toasts Lady Laurier and some lady friends 
entered the hall and remained until the conclusion of the proceedings. The 
Council gave much time and consideration to making the banquet worthy 
of the occasion, and the following brief extract from the Star’s report of 
the event shows that its efforts were successful :—

“ The welcome home given Sir Wilfrid Laurier upon his return from the Diamond 
Jubilee festivities by Montreal as a city a few weeks ago will go down into history as one 
of the pageants of a year of display. But the welcome home given him last evening by the 
Board of Trade, at the Windsor Hotel, will probably outrank the popular demonstration 
from the point of view of the historian at all events. The first was a manifestation of the 
joy with which the people greeted the Premier upon his return, the second was a remarkable 
demonstration of the interest felt by the commercial community in the result of Sir 
Wilfrid’s mission. The Windsor Hotel has seen some notable gatherings in its day, but 
never, probably, was there an assemblage within its walls so thoroughly representative 
of the business men of Canada’s commercial metropolis as that which met in the big dining

v

. jt

x
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Independents alike joi^Twith fervoMn tendering fitting L|beraI’ a"d Conservatives and 

of tfie country. Every section of the commu^y was "LltT' *° * Sta‘<” 

commerce had sent its delegates, and there were no two ’ CVery of trade and
the gathering was worthy the importance of the occasion.°P“«**-emybody agreed that

invitations.

8.ve„Y;7«tx:^r„kitrc,r,a,i°" ,o"M”d -k
attending the Jubilee festivities, but although"^'Em'l "d “'“i”'Pre”'e'“

when Jr5- ,i: :: r? --
.h, ;=“

................“ Zoè^si» “d
Intimation has been received from Professor H T lL , 

rary Secretary for the Bristol Meeting of the Bri^h A ^ thattheHpno" 
Advancement of Science has written that the Bri t h ^SSOClatlon for ‘he 
anxious to welcome a large number of Can-.Hi! '.P.e°pleare exceedingly 
and that nnthing would £ w"°2g on ,hrtrt 'TZT V 
pleasantly and profitably to them. P ke the t,me P*ss

exchange hall granted for public meeting

- b/ *co™- 
to confer with the neonle of this ord and Lady Aberdeen
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee by 'he estSf”8 lhe commemoration of the
Nurses. The meetingpl^ „„ 2‘!““ Victorian Order of
entially attended, His Excellency at it, d«. “d a,8tly and
this Board for i« courtesy hulte ” "“"""S “ °f-hanks to

event, 
to attend it.

matter.
MR. W. c. EDWARDS, M. P., ADDRESSES

ASSISTANCE TO SUFFERERS
THE COUNCIL re NEED 

BV FOREST FIRES.
On 3rd November Mr. VV. C. 'Edward, Morn 

addressed the Council settimr forth the* ■ ’ M" P' f°r RusseI1 County,
ance for the sufferers ’l.v ,h 8 h Î lmPeratIve need of financial assist- 
and said ,h,Zm LLo „T in 'h= Ca*=lm-n district,
and adequate aid The’r .f75,000 would be squired to render proper
procîre finLia,' asIistanceT ?? ^ °Pini°n that the best wa/to 

■citizens to be called by the Mayor! ^ ^ W3S ^ a PUbl,C meetin^ of

FOR FINANCIAL
I
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ELECTION OK A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF ARBITRATION.

Mr. John McKergow having at last Annual Meeting been elected a 
member of the Board of Arbitration as well as President of the Board, he 
resigned the former office, whereupon the Council unanimously elected 
Mr. David McFarlane, a highly esteemed member of last year's Council, to 
fill the vacant seat on the Board of Arbitration.

EFFORT TO INCREASE THE BOARD'S MEMBERSHIP.

In the hope that a number of new members might thereby be secured, 
a circular was on 13th March issued to about six hundred merchants of this 
City setting forth the advantages of membership in this Board, and suggesting 
that they become members thereof. The result of this effort was very 
disappointing, showing that any general accession of new members must 
come from individual effort on the part of the membership.

I|

APRIL QUARTERLY MEETING.

At the Quarterly Meeting held April 6th resolutions were adopted, 
(1) Approving the action taken by the Council re the Fast Atlantic Mail 
Service, (2) Recommending the reduction of the term of this Board’s 
Harbour Commissioner from four years to two years ; and (3) Against the 
proposed reduction of the working staff on the St. I.awrence canals. The 
latter was presented to the Minister of Railways and Canals by a deputa
tion, and No. 2 was communicated to the Minister of Marine and duly 
acknowledged.

THE BOARD’S FINANCES.

The Treasurer’s Statement for 1897 is given on pages 62-64, while 
it shows a deficit the outlook is considered more satisfactory by the Council 
inasmuch as the largely increased number of offices in the Building recently 
rented affords reason to estimate an improved showing for 1898. The 
revenue from the Building not yet sufficing to cover interest and maintenance 
expenditure, the surplus of the Board’s membership receipts has been utilized 
this year, as in previous years, towards covering the deficit.

APPOINTMENT OF A PERMANENT AUDITOR FOR THE BOARD’S ACCOUNTS.

The practice hitherto followed of delaying the appointment of an 
auditor of the Board’s accounts until the close of the year being found inex-
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pedient, the Council in
auditor of the Treasurer’s ar™'"1!"8 Mj!T Gc°' Creak’ Chartered Ac 
at pleasure of the Council. Un °* d that the aPPointment

ccountant,
continue

report of branch associations.
fo-nd1;: “Zit.wLt; °r,he *■«»>■ 

pp. «5.73; »,,h,it::? zrT°rWholesale Dry Goods Association nn , Association, p. J4} of lhe 
Association, pp. 76-77 • 0f the Butte!- r\ °f ‘ ^ Marine Underwriters 
of the Metaland Hardware Associating <j:hceSeAssoc:at'(0n; PP- 78-81 
Section, pp. 82-84. ’ 81 82 ’ and °f lhe Bankers’ ;

CONCLUSION.
that ht.^omeinWes" Treœ ÏV'ff reP°rt °f ^ WOrk f°r theyear, 

accomplished, but such efforts enereef 0,,eff°rtS made rather than of results 
*"< in that belief itÏÏCiTÏ'S".--'N 
=0,-mu«d and earner, „f ils Lt,^ "*

here, JhMvZi’ngL0; Deepening of ^he Ship°f * ^ ^

Distribution of the ‘he

The whole respectfully submitted.

JOHN McKERGOW,

President.
Office of The Montreal Board 

Montreal, 18th January, 1898.
of Trade,

:

e
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W. B. Mathewson..,
Cliae. F. Smith........
David Watson............
James W. Dyke.. .
James Cratliern........
Henry Miles..............
David G. Thomson.
Chas. McLean..........
F. W. Evans............
John MuKergow.,,.
E- L. Bond...............
Robert Mackay........
A. J. Brice................
A. W. Stevenson... 
Harry Stikeman.... 
Chas. Cliaput...........

32
31
30

.. .. 31
29
28
2rt
30
28
22
26
21
24
23
19
20

STANDING COMMITTEES, 1897-

61

Record of Attendance at the Fortt-Threb Meetings of Council, held during 
tear 1897-98 up to 12th January, 1898, inclusive.

itommeiiie».#. stremi, ii. totil iekiims, n.

Executive,—John McKergow (President), Chairman ; Jas. Cratbern (ist Vice- 
President), Chas. F. Smith (2nd Vice-President), Henry Miles (Treasurer).

Harbour and Inland Navigation.—Jas. Crathern, Chairman; Chas. F. Smith, 
A. J. Brice, Chas. McLean, D, G. Thomson.

Railways,—Henry Miles, Chairman ; Jas. Crathern, Chas. Chaput, Jas. W. Pyke, 
Da"id Watson.

Municipal Affairs.—F. W. Evans, Chairman; E. L. Bond, W. B. Mathewson, 
Jas. W. Pyke, Harry Stikencan.

Provincial Legislation.—E. L. Bond, Chairman; Henry Miles, F. W. Evans, 
Robert Mackay, A. W. Stevenson.

Insolvency Legislation. — Chas. F. Smith, Chairman ; Chas. Chaput, 
W. B. Mathewson, A. W. Stevenson, David Watson.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT OF THE MONTREAL 
CORN EXCHANGE ASSOCIATION.

To the Members of the Montreal Corn Exchange Association :
Gentlemen,

The Committee of Management submits herewith a report of the business transacted 
'by it during the past twelve months :—

Election of Vice-President.—According to a provision of the revised by-laws, the 
Committee of Management has at its first meeting to elect one of its number to the office 
of Vice-President, and this was fulfilled by the election of Mr. E. F. Craig to that office.

Harbour Improvement.—At a special general meeting of the Association held 14th 
April with respect (1) to the question of Harbour Improvement, and (2) to the shortening 
of the term of the Corn Exchange Harbour Commissioner, the following resolutions 
unanimously adopted :—

“ Whereas the recent extensions at the western end of the harbour are sufficient for the 
present trade requirements of that locality ; and
th “• W^C,eaS ,he extenslons at the eastern end are largely in excess of the requirements >

“ Whereas the wharf accommodation in the central part of the harbour between St 
Peter Street and Bonsecours Market is greatly overcrowded, and there is urgent need for 
increased wharfage space to meet the demand of the various ocean lines for berth 
nearer the business centre of the port ; therefore

“ Resolved, That this Association hereby urges the Dominion Government to arrange 
with the Montreal Harbour Commission for the immediate construction of at least one of 
the piers provided in the Plan known as No. 6, so that some portion of the greatly needed 
increased wharf accommodation may be available for the 1898 season of navigation.

were

room

“Whereas the requirements of the trade of Montreal urgently call for more wharf 
facilities, particularly in the centre of the harbour, be it

“ Resolved, That the members of the Montreal Com Exchange Association would 
respectfully urge on the Harbour Commissioners and the Government the immediate and 
energetic pushing forward of the harbour improvements as previously confirmed by this 
Association, and known as Plan No. 6, and they would express the hope that no interference 
•in the sense of alteration of that plan will come from the Government that may delay the 
giving to the port the much needed improvements. 7

“ Resolved, That it is the desire of the Montreal Corn Exchange Association that its 
representative on the Harbour Commission should be elected for a term of two years in
stead of four years as at present, and that the Dominion Government is hereby asked to 
amend the Harbour Commissioners’ Act so as to provide for this change in the term of the 
Com Exchange Harbour Commissioner.

The two resolutions respecting harbour improvement were forwarded to the Minister 
ol Public Works, who acknowledged them in the following letter : —

Ottawa, April 16th, 1897.Geo. Hadrill, Esq.,
Secretary Montreal Corn Exchange Association, Montreal.

My Dear Sir,—
I have just read the resolutions unanimously adopted at a special general meeting of 

the Com Exchange Association, which you kindly forwarded to me, and beg to thank you 
for the valuable information they convey.

;>

)
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I need not tell you that there is no desire on my ratt or any other member of the
?mnvTent t0 »e ^ *h! lmProvements of the port of Montreal. Very far from it Hut 
I may Ire permitted to state that matters hr ve taken quite a new turn. The Government 
have decided to deepen our canals, which means, 1 have no doubt, an immense incnaw of
which*we see iTvie'w and ihe^ï'' We,nlUSt '>e ready “> Hopple wi.h the new situation 
which we see in view, and tiien it seems to me that no hast y decision should be arrived at

I follow with great interest the discussion which is taking place in Montreal in the 
P'*“ a"d ln >he dillerent public bodies. I exncct great benefits from it, as it will’lead ? 
hope, to a thorough study of the whole question of the future of the harbour of Montreal.’ 1
Trade-àm te |WWhMhIr'adiî lep eaSUret0 have wilh some members of the Board of 
mm ? ,th l?r tra‘Jetn-a few days ago, we exchanged our views on the 
mai ter. I said then that I would go to Montreal as soon as I could find <he time to do so 
o meet the mendier» ol the Council of the Board of Trade and some other leading cidzens
intime " lhlhemi 1 eXpeC‘ l° 1,eab,c 10 m‘ke 'hat appointment in a

My position of Minister of Public Works is a responsible one. By the Act of Pari,a-
«,e!L Pted 'Û I??6,,tle Parliament of Canada authorized the Government to advance 
$2,000,000 to the Harbour Commissioners on the express condition that the works of
PubïkWo”,* ,niowethen0to t°h, n""1™1 WOU,d rhec.eive the unction of the Minister of 
ruoiic works 1 owe then to the Dominion as a whole an account for the expenditure of
the amount which has been placed at my disposal. You will not fail to reconn ue that mv 
predecessors were not in the* same position at all. For instance when Plan < X 
submitted to the Department of Public Works in ,890, it Z simily a matter offom 7* 
ThaVwas'all. ‘ ^ P a"S "ere approved because lhcX did n°t interfere with the navigation.

I will write or wire you a few days before going to Montreal.

Believe me, My dear Mr. Hadrill,
Yours faithfully,

J. Israel Tarte.
Your President was one of a deputation on 25th May which met the Premier and the 

Minister of Public Works respecting harbour matters, and reported that whatever success 
the deputation might have achieved in convincing the Government that Montreal was 
determined that the work of harbour improvement should be energetically prosecuted it 
certainly failed to induce the Government to permit the carrying out of Plan No. 6. Indivi
dual interviews obtained by members of the deputation with prominent persons left the 
impression that the Government intended to spend a considerable sum on the harbour a 
large proportion of which would be for works at the eastern end which were not required 
Shortly after that date your President represented the Association at a conference meeting 
of the Council of the Board of Trade and Shipping Interest, held to consider a plan of 
harbour improvement obtained by Aideiman Prefcnlaine, M.P., from the Department of 
Public Woiks, and informally communicated by him with the request that an expression of 
opinion be obtained thereon, and intimating that the works therein provided would be 
constructed by the Government at its own expense as a step towards making Montreal a 
free port. That conference meeting adopted a resolution approving the plan subject to such 
modification in the direction of increased accommodai! >n as might be agreed upon between



I

I
Ü7

the Government and representatives of importing, exporting and shipping interests, upon 
• the understanding that the work provided in the plan would lie constructed at the cost of 

the Dominion Government. That plan, modified as desired, was subsequently communicated 
by the Harbour Commission, when after consideration the following resolution was unani
mously adopted :—

“ That the Committee of Management of Montreal Corn Exchange Association 
would approve the plan of harbour improvement now submitted provided it can be carried 
out without imposing any additional taxation on the trade of the port.”

Later on it became understood that the Government was not prepared to assume the 
cost of harbour improvement plans at this port, and this led to consideration of another 
plan (No. 19), respecting which the following lesolulion was adopted :—

“ That the representative of this Association on the Harbour Commission be informed 
that this Committee would approve the adoption of harbour improvement plan No. 19, but 
that the Committee would earnestly urge that provision be made thereon for the erection of 
a grain elevator of not less capacity than one million bushels, and so placed as to be able 
to receive on one side from the inland craft and to discharge into the ocean steamer on 
the other.”

In fulfilment of a request of the Harbour Commissioners, the Minister of Public Works 
met at the Commissioners’ office on nth Oct. representatives of your Committee, the Har
bour Commission, City Council, Board of Trade, Shipping Interest, La Chambre de Com
merce, when all those bodies excepting La Chambre de Commerce agreed in supporting Plan 
No. 19; the last-named body, however, together with the inland navigation representatives 
would not support that plan, and this gave the Minister the opportunity to say that even 
the merchants of Montreal were not in accord with regard to the nature of the proposed 
improvements. On 4th November your Committee met to consider plan sent to the Harbour 
Commission by the Hon. Mr. Tarte, which showed the two westerly piers of a four-pier 
plan, each 300 feet wide with 300 feet basins between them, but in the absence from town of 
the Association’s Harbour Commissioner no formal expression of opinion was made with 
regard to the plan, though the individual expression of those present at the meeting showed 
that they were not in favour of this or any other plan where the piers were placed at such 
an angle as to render impossible their lengthening in the future to meet increased trade 
requirements. On 15th November your Committee, understanding that a modification of 
the Minister’s three-pier plan was to be submitted to the Commissioners that afternoon and 
that the question would then be finally decided, conferred with Mr, Torrance, the Asso
ciation’s Harbour Commissioner, who informed them that the Shipping Interest had decided 
to accept the plan provided its construction would involve no inctease of the harbour dues.

Your Committee, desiring above all things that a speedy commencement should be 
made of the work of harbour improvement, and the plan being very similar to that 
approved at the conference meetii.g between the Board of Trade Council, Shipping 
Interest, and your Committee on 7th June, upon the understanding that it would be con
structed at the cost of the Dominion Government, Mr. Torrance was instructed to approve 
the said plan known as 12a, provided it afforded accommodation for seventeen or 
eighteen vessels, and tliat the wharves be constructed on the high level principle.

3

\

1
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Annual Muting resolution respecting the desirability of taking the Harbour out of Com. 
mission—At last annual meeting the following resolution was adopted
reporUo^nÏÏymL^oÆ A«o°f ^anae~ is hereby requested to consider and

s:SEEEBEEE@s':~
presemseto<thenAsseea<!°Ptedthe f°Il0Wing rePort on lhe above resolution, which it 

To the Members of the Montreal Corn Exchange Association.

avigation interests of the country would not be better subserved bv the 

to report most emphatically against such a proposal. P nnnistei, begs

Government0whirh°f °f ^ N°' 6’but is at“le to îhe ,cM the Domfnion 

carryingout *oT that plan*01* yCarS Pa$t h3S direC"y or indirectly interfere<' 'o prevent the

cs süïïï srss jsvn ee • ,|At pre,Sei!t ‘h« fading and shipping interests of the port have an almost equal 
ew£ r‘ •°-tr°1 °futhe ha,rb0ur with ‘hat of the Government appointees.Tve ofThe 
atfon^ bemF tlec‘ed hy ,he citizens generally or by commercial organiz-
a1‘°“ •’ X ‘he Mayor and the Commissioners tor the Board of Trade, Corn Exchange 
Association, La Chambre de Commerce and the Shipping Interest, and these gentlemen 
are naturally keenly alive to the true interests of the port. And while the Government 
oentTm,65 K?'" the.“aJorUy and th.us can control a decision, it has been found that these 

!?"B residents °f this city are as a rule not less alive to the interests of its 
î/tn n’3". beir e e.cted coUcagues. Under the proposed change this share of the control 
of the harbour on the part of this Association and other organizations in close touch with 
leb” of 'he port would be entirely lost, and any representations they ndght 
make with respect to harbour works and harbour management would have 8 
through the necessarily slow medium of a department at Ottawa.

testtiA szsz ass» ssrrtwacfor ifatlar CXpendlture from other P0,ts where any repayment would be extremely

now

one

Na

need to 
to be made

un-
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In connection with the closing clauses of the resolution now under consideration, 
suggesting that the Government assume control of the harbour on condition that the existing 
tariff shall not be altered excepting to reduce it, the Committee would point out that 
Parliament can at any time, without the consent of the Harbour Commission or any other 
organization, take the harbour out of commission and place it in the hands of a government 
department, and that neither this Association nor any other corporation has power to make 
conditions with the Government respecting a change in the administration of the harbour. 
Any such change must be effected by legislation, probably by the abrogation of the 
present act and the passage of a new one. and the Government could no doubt shape such 
legislation so as to give itself power to increase or decrease the harbour charges as it might 
deem expedient ; the experience of the past shows, however, that the Government is at all 
times very unwilling to remit dues even though they affect adversely the traffic of this port.

The Committee of Management trusts that the Association will agree in this view 
of the matter and strenuously protest against any change in the constitution of the Harbour 
Commission, unless indeed the Government could be induced to reduce the number of its 
appointees thereon, so that the elected Commissioners would be in the majority instead of, 
as now, in the minority.

The whole respectfully submitted.

I

ilN

I
Edgar Judge,

President.Montreal, 17th May, 1897.

IMeed for a Marine Leg tc Can. Pacific Ky. Elevators in the Harbour.—The Harbour 
Commissioners were addressed in May regarding the need for some appliance for transferring 
grain from barges into the C. P. R. Elevators in the harbour, and asking that if, as was 
believed, the arrangement between the Harbour Commissioners and the C. P. R. respecting 
the erection of the C. P. R. Elevators provides that such facilities should be furnished, the 
Commissioners should take steps to procure its fulfilment in that particular. The Harbour 
Commissioners’ reply quoted clauses of agreement between the Commissioners and the 
Railway Company which showed that the Company obliged itself to fit up and arrange said 
elevators with all necessary appliances for conveniently receiving grain from and dis
charging it into vessels of all classes lying at the wharves opposite their elevators. In view 
of that agreement the Commissioners were asked to take steps to secure the fulfilment of 
its provisions. The matter is not yet concluded, and should receive consideration from 
the incoming Committee.

Report of Representative on the Board of Harbour Commissioners.

Montreal, 31st December, 1897.

To the President and Committee of Management of the Montreal Corn Exchange 
Association ;

Gentlemen,—It becomes my duty, and is the custom at the close of each year, 
to submit a statement of the work of the Harbour Commission, on which I have the 
honour to be your representative.

The work on the H;uoour this year has not been so extensive as usual—principally 
because of the almost complete stoppage of new work, owing to the impossibility of recon
ciling the views of the Minister of Public Works with those of the Commission as to the

>

/
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nature and extent of those works. Your representative, in accordance with your instruc- 
lions, has with the majority of the other Commissioners opposed the plans looking to the 
diminishing of the wharf accommodation in the centre of the Harbour.

The Guard Pier was lengthened 200 feet, leaving only 300 feet open between the end 
of the Pier and the Bridge.

The dredging was confined to the deepening and enlarging of the Wind Mill Point 
llasin, the widening and deepening of the ship channel through the Harbour, and the 
deepening of some shallow places between the channel and the wharves at Hochelaga.

It must l.e remembered that for the last three or four years the water in the channel 
in the Harbour has been somewhat less than that given in the ship channel between the 
Harbour and Quebec, but in the latter part of last summer this was reversed.

The Island wharf was lengthened on the outer side by an addition of 132 feet and a 
steamship berth of 442 feet was thus made and allotted to the Bristol Line, and one o( 
the wharves at Longue Pointe was rebuilt and enlarged and the Railway facilities
catt7eTddby nCW Sidi"8S 10 ?hC CXtent °f ''A milC5 f°r thC benefit °f thC COa1, lumber>

The number of seagoing steamers arrived in the Harbour the past season has been 752 
with a tonnage of 1,368,395,'being an increase over the previous year of 83, and a tonnage’ 
0f i67»852» and of sailing vessels 44, with a tonnage of 10,607, an increase of 4, and a 
tonnage of 5,313. The total number of these has therefore been 796 with a tow ge of 
t>379)002, an increase over the previous year of 87 vessels and a tonnage of 162,534

The inland vessels numbered 6,384 with a tonnage of ., 134,346, being an increase of 
1 *55* and a tonnage of 130,229.

The revenue of the Harbour amounted to $254,314-59 against $*58,131.76 the previous 
year, showing a decrease of $3,817.17, but it must not be forgotten 'hat for the months of 
May and June in the previous year the old tariff calling for 20 per cent, higher rates was 
in force. Had it not have been for this, there would have been an increase of about $9,000 
which came principally from the exports.

were
and

All of which is respectfully submitted.

John Torrance,
Harlour Commissioner for the Corn Exchange Association.

Marine Insurance of Pin flats.-In fulfilment of a, ecommendation of last year’s Com- 
nuttee your Committee conferred with representatives of the Marine Underwriters’ Associa
t'°n ? lhC inSUranCC °f pi"platS' The resu,t was’ however- unsatisfactory the
Board of Marine Inspectors which met at Buffalo on 12th March having passed a resolution 
recommending the managers of the Canadian Lloyds not to class pinplats as standard 
barges, thus practically excluding them from the grain carrying trade of the St. Lawrence 
The Committee then presented by a deputation to the Minister of Finance and the Hon 
Mr. Geoffnon a petition signed by twenty-six ship agents and grain and flour dealers of 
tins port, which, after deta.img the facts in connection with the use of pinplats and the 
recent discrimination against them by certain insurance companies, urged that the Govern- 
ment permit foreign marine insurance companies, without making the deposit of $,00 000 
required by law, to underwrite and issue certificates on pinplats and barges from Kingston
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and Prescott, thereby including the lighterers’ risk from the said points on the export certifi- 
'.•ales in connection with the ocean steamers. The Minister promised to take the matter 
into consideration, and the deputation left expecting that something would be done to at 
least allow pinplats to do the business. The Minister of Finance was again addressed on 
4th May, stating that the insurance companies entitled to do inland marine business had 
unanimously declined to insure pinplats, those barges being consequently thrown out of the 
grain carrying trade to the loss of their owners and the inconvenience of dealers who had 
entered into contracts for the carriage of their grain therein, and asking that he would 
procure such amendment of the Insurance Act as would permit foreign marine insurance 
companies to insure as far up the St. Lawrence as Kingston without making the deposit 
now required by the Act, so that the ocean risk would virtually commence at that point.

The Government taking no action in the matter, arrangements were made by parties 
interested to place the insurance on pinplat grain cargoes in the United States, and during 
the past season nearly six million bushels of grain have been brought down by these barges 
without losses or claims for insurance.

Shortages on Crain.—An interview was obtained with the Freight Traffic Manager of 
the Grand Trunk Railway System with referen ce to shortages on grain, at which he made 
certain proposals which were not considered satisfactory by the Committee, and the ques
tion therefore still remains open.

Stop-off Charges.—Representations were made to the Grand Trunk and Canadian 
Pacific Railway Companies objecting to the increase of the stop-off charges, especially 
with regard to the charges at Outremont, which were increased from one dollar per car to 
one cent per hundred pounds, the latter rate being practically prohibitory. The C. P. R. 
replied that the two railways have gone into the matter very carefully and had come to the 
conclusion that the stopping of the cars in transit and re-s hipping was certainly worth one 
cent per hundred pounds, which charge did not more than cover actual expense to the 
railways. A reply was sent stating that it being understood that every car the C. P. R, 
hauls past Montreal comes into Outremont, the Committee could not see how any cost was 
involved by the Company according stop-off charges, and, therefore, that the protest against 
the increased charges was renewed. The Company’s reply said that it would much prefer 
to have the cars go through rather than stop at Outremont, even when shippers paid the 
one cent per hundred pounds.

Grades of Canadian Grain for export via rail by It. S. ports.—As the result of corres
pondence between the railway companies, this Association and similar organizations in 
Toronto and Winnipeg, the following grades of grain for export via rail by U. S. ports have 
been agreed upon, those marked with an asterisk being additional grades ceded by the 
courtesy of the Winnipeg Grain and Produce Exchange for this season only to Ontario and 
Quebec :—

1

k

Grand Trunk Railway System for export via Portland.

No. 3 Extra While Winter Wheat. 
No. i Spring Wheat.
No. 2 “ “
No. 2 Goose Wheat.
No. 2 White Oats.

No. 2 Red Winter Wheat.
No. 3 Red “
No. 3 Eitra Red Winter Wheat. 
No. 2 White Winter Wheat.
No. 3 “

I
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No. 3 White Oats. 
No. 3 Mixed Oats. 
No. 2 Rye.
No. 2 Teas.

For export

No. 3 Peas.
No. 2 Ruck wheat. 
No. 3 Barley.

vu New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore

No. 2 White Winter Wheat.
‘No. 3 
No. 2 Red 

*No. 3 «
No. 2 Spring Wheat.

Also eight grades of Manitoba Wheat.

and Boston.

No. 2 Oats.
No. 2 Rye,
No. 2 Peas.
No. 2 Buckwheat,

v

Canadian Pacific Railway Company.
No. 2 White Winter Wheat 
No. 2 Red
No. 2 Spring Wheat.
No. 2 Oats.

No. 2 Rye.
No. 2 Peas.
No. 2 Buckwheat. 

*No. 3 Barley.Also seven grades from Manitoba.

—"«y-iW - for 
to consider whether some provision could not be made in the ?. the Committee

““rtt *■ '.to
-Oo.rookr*i,'(t-'

Which they were receiving from the Government.

/wrA^A-ReprevntatioM^mTeMwed'To" theT" WW"
respecting the Association’s desire that dilutes 1„, C0” ” “ °f In,and Revenue 

and northwestern inspectors should be settledlere andTh" r* M°ntrcal Brain inspector 
would be considered when framing amentntst^n^^f "*d ** **

Committee addressed th{Commi^oDet of fnlin^R t0'~°n 0«ober 12th your

of permanent appointments on any Board for the selection ‘of ? ed"ec‘that ‘he principle 
interests of the purport for which such Boards are appoint f T Was not in the
thereof may be i„ Cose touch with the trade one yeîr athlve “ ^

year later, and therefore that the Committee desired that m 1 
tion of standards should be appointed annuaBy *

of the recommendations 
worthy of careful consideration

a member 
uo connection with it a 

the Boards for selec- 
an that where poss ble the appointment
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should be made on the nomination of the trade organization of the place they represent. 
The Commissioner replied that the Committee’s opinion would have every consideration 
from the Minister,—also that the Act would probably be amended next session, and that the 
feeling of the Department was that the administration of commercial legislation should be 
directed where practicable by machitery provided by and under the control of commercial 
bodies with due safeguards for the interests of producers.

Appointment o) Boar as of Examiners for Flour and Grain.—Your Committee was 
as usual requested by the Council of the 'loan! of Trade to nominate the members 
of the Board of Examiners for flour and grain, and the following nominations were 
made, the same being subsequently a[ pointed :

Flour and Meal—A. E. Gagnon, W. A. Hastings, J. E. Hunsicker, Jas, S. Norris, 
J. Lionel Smith.

Wheat and other Grain—E. F. Craig, August Girard, A. G. McBean, Robert Peddle; 
Adam G. Thomson.

Obituary, —Mr. Jas. C. Sinton died loth May, 1897. The death by accident of this 
old member of the Associat;on evoked special expressions of regard from his confrères, and 
at an impromptu meeting of the Association held on the day of the funeral the following . 
resolution was adopted :

“ That the members of this Association learned on Monday last with alarm and keen 
regret of the very serious accident which had happened that morning to their old and res
pected colleague, Mr. James Christy Sinton, and that when later in the day it became 
known that death had ensued, all were greatly grieved that so useful a life should thus be 
lost to the community.

“ That Mr. Sinton’s long business career was closely associated with this Association, 
he having been one of its earlier members, and that throughout he has been held in the 
highest esteem by all for his integrity and kindly disposition, and that to many members 
his loss is irreparable.

“That the sfneerest sympathy of the members of this Association is felt for 
Mrs. Sinton in this so sad and sudden bereavement, and also for the brother and sisteis of 
the deceased ; and that in token thereof this meeting do now adjourn in order that members 
may attend the funeral this afternoon.”

Membership.—The following gentlemen were admitted to membership during the year : 
H. J. Coon, Managing Director the Bartlett-Frazier Co. of ,Ontario, Ltd., Grain Dealers 
and Exporters ; W. A. Penfield, of Otto E. Lohrke <5r* Co., New York, Commission ; 
Jas. Sutherland, of Verret, Stewart 6? Co., Salt Dealers; Wm. Cunningham, Shipping 
Master ; P. M. Girard, of Girard &• Labonté, Flour Dealers ; Alfred Tarut, Commission ; 
Eugene Entrevan, Grain Shipper; The Intercolonial Railway per \V. H.Olive, Eastern 
Freight and Passenger Agent. The total membership on 31st December, 1897, was 138, 
being three more than on same date in 1896.

The whole respectfully submitted.
EDGAR JUDGE,

President.

Montreal, 14th January, 1898.
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MONTREAL WHOLESALE GROCERS’

T° ‘ht PraUen‘ and 'fthe Montreal Board of Trade:

Gentlemen,

ASSOCIATION.

The Montreal Wholesale Grocers A 
submit its annual ssociation in connection with your Board begs to

dried fruits taTÎSTJÏhTtoth'ir* daytwhicL t SUy"^ °“ ,nd

report as follows

direction. a step in the right 

most unsatisfactory basis
The trade in the article of sugar has 

during the past year, been conducted on a

r” "» l»w t'u° “,h”
- « -1**. - if

also co-operated with the retail trade Zh* wholesale grocery business. It haspossible. * ‘ ade W'th a V,ew 10 P'°te=‘i"g their interest in so far as was

general grocery business, Messrs. Geo. 
on 1st May last, and it was with 

much to further the interests of the

]°"in6 t0 the A™ having retired from the 
‘ ,S,f fC0- reS,gned membership in this Association 

egret that the res.gnation of a firm which had done SO
was accepted.

t “virii! in““” “n“™« f- -
,l“

H. LAPORTE,
Acting Président Montreal Wholesale Grocers’ A

ssociation.
REPORT OF THE MONTREAL WHOLESALE DRY GOODS 
To the President and Council of the Montreal Board of Trade ;

your Board, begs\o Ts'anluIdrepoTt16 Ttf Goods Association, in connection with

own particular views and wishes. This was done ° SU^SeqUen‘1y g,ve expression to their 
that many of the recommendations then made were reel “•*5 iaUsfaCtion that we note 
changes made to meet the wishes of the trade C0Knl«d by the Government and

ASSOCIATION.

«5»
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The Revised Tariff in so far as it affected the duties on cotton fabrics, fronting linens, 
interlinings and flannel shirtings, when imported for use by manufacturers, called for action 
on the part of this Association, it being felt that the change would tend to interfere with 
the general trade, be an inducement to fraud and a source of serious loss to the cotton and 
woolen manufacturers, and create great difficulty and expense incident to looking , fter the 
large number of small manufacturing establishments which would in all probability spring 
up throughout the country. Full consideration resulted in the Government being approi ched 
with the suggestion that in order to attain the desired object, viz., the protection of the shirt 
and collar industry, the duties on these articles should be made to read as follows :

Collars, 35% and 15 cents per doz. ad valorem.
Cuffs, 35% '• 15 “ “ "
Shirts and Blouses, 45%.

.

»
The Government did not sec its way clear to agree to this proposal, but withdrew the 

clause objected to, which clause allowed a drawback on the duties.
The new regulations of the Customs Department requiting that, in order to secure the 

one-eighth reduction given as a preference to goods of British origin, a formal certificate of . 
the place of origin of goods must accompany every invoice from Great Britain and the 
Continent, for which a charge of one shilling per invoice was made, the same having to be 
paid by the Canadian importer, was considered an unnecessary and useless charge, owing to 
the circumstance trial at present all dry goods come under the reduction, and as a conse
quence the Department was addressed pointing out the circumstances of the case and 
requesting relief from the charge. The matter received attention, and subsequently notice 

issued to the effect that the declaration of origin might be signed by the exporter in 
the presence of a subscribing witness, who might be a clerk or employee of the exporting 
house, thereby doing away with the formal certificate and its accompanying charge.

This satisfactory answer to the complaint of the Association removes a vexatious 
charge, and saves a large sum of money in the aggregate to the members of the trade. It 
goes to shew the necessity and advantage of wholesale merchants being united on 
of this kind, and of giving the Association their cordial support.

The loss experienced by wholesale houses owing to the fact that manufacturers make 
separate charge on their invoices for packing cases and cut samples was taken into con
sideration by the Association, with the result that at the last meeting it was decided to 
address the manufacturers, requesting that for the future they adopt the plan of including the 
cost of packing and samples in the invoice for the goods, thereby making one distinct charge 
for goods delivered in the various warehouses. The replies of the manufacturers ate not 
yet forthcoming.

The practice of retailers bringing or sending their customers to the wholesale houses
entered into between

was

matters

to purchase or examine goods being unsatisfactory, an agreement 
the wholesale and retail firms in this city for the discontinuance of the practice, this Asso
ciation subsequently adopting the following resolution with regard thereto in reply to a 
letter from the Retail Association :

was

« Resolved, that the Montreal Wholesale Dry Goods Association hereby requests the 
-< Société des Marchands Détailleurs de Nouveautés ” to call the attention of its members

\
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een whole- 
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»■■*■■'m.L]-,Z™T™s'
cZvTmTT UNDERWRn'ERS «SOC,AT,O,. 

Gentlemen _t„ J B^d of Trade :

~:zà£Br^- Associa,ion in—-Local Boards of Underwriters so f To rect ‘° C°nS°lidate the interests ofthediffe

’ marine interests. 1!,sue thls movement will be of great value
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endorse the action of its representative on the Council in bringing this subject forcibly to 
its attention. It now remains with the merchants of Canada to insist that the authorities 
in charge of this probably most important of all channels of Canadian prosperity should see 
that it be maintained in a proper state of efficiency.

Shifting of Cargo. — Merchants have had during the past season serious cause for com
plaint in connection with the manner in which goods from Great Britain and the Continent 
have been destroyed through shifting of cargo on the way to this port. It is true that, owing 
to the scarcity of freight coming this way, vessels arrive comparatively empty, and it is 
claimed that it is difficult to properly secure goods in a hold that is only partially filled. 
This, however, should be no excuse, as some slight additional cost in the way of dunnage 
and securing the cargo would afford effective protection. The question has been referred 
to the Port Wardens' Committee for advice.

Maritime Court for Montreal.—We regret to learn that no definite arrangement has 
yet been made for such a facility for this port.

Elevators.—Several accidents to grain laden vessels have directed attention to the lack 
of facilities both at Montreal and Quebec, but more particularly at the latter place, for the 
removal of grain from a vessel pending repairs. Elevators at Montreal and Quebec, 
with what is technically known as a marine leg, would appear to be of pressing necessity.

Dry Dock.—Little or no progress has been made towards the extension of the dry 
dock at Quebec, or the establishment of one in the vicinity of Montreal. These matters 
appear to have been overshadowed by the discussion on harbour improvements.

Extension of Telegraph System.—The progress that has been made towards 
pleting the North Shore telegraph service to Belle Isle, will be noted with great satis
faction. The mode of communication between Belle Isle and the Shore is still an 
question, but information on the subject is being collected from abroad. There is necessity 
for additional fog signals in the Lower St. Lawrence. A general principle should be 
adopted that every important or leading light from which mariners shape their 
should be accompanied by a fog signal.

Ship Channel North of Anticosti.—It is claimed by one or two very high authorities 
on St. Lawrence navigation that with a few additional lights the channel to the North of 
Anticosti would be safer and better than that to the South, now in general use. Without 
offering any opinion on the subject, and in view of the numerous wrecks that have taken 
place when making for the east end of Anticosti, the matter appears worthy of full and 
careful enquiry.

During the past year Mr. Robert Bickerdike has joined the Association.
The whole respecfully submitted.

If*

ill
ill

com-

open

course

E. L. BOND,
President Montreal Marine Underwriters Associatioi .

T
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REPOR I OP' THE MONTREAL BUTTER 

To the President and
AND CHEESE ASSOCIATION.

Council of the Montreal Board of Trade :

sidered, and the following resolution ke
Agriculture for the Province.

connection with your

was con-
was adopted and communicated to the Minister of

wor haj errce in thc
Ci:fnthefAprod;r inrforn,ity withthe
been o^no ad vanta »l*™? M the conclusion lha‘ inasmuch as the bonus has

,i«,h-
productive of greater benefit, not only to the producers 
trade in general, were f

object will be

ta0„ rald „„„ » b.,nrr«
iz ” G:«Tn,"ih*     «»

,or b,,m s“”r< - •*
destined for that non are no I, J f, h yCar’ and consequently butter and cheese

EEEEiliElSEB!
Government through your Council to grant to Cana 1 "V’ " W”! declded to ask ,he

lege of inspecting and bidding for ^if butter T ^ ^ ^
Government dairy stations The h ... . eese’ t ,e Product of the Dominion

no, he “ ,eBretted ,hat ,his partial undertaking on the part of the Minister has
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profit involved, but also (rom tlie knowledge to be gained from the examination of goods 
made, as the Government claims, under improved scientific methods.

The important matter of cold storage in all its different aspects has again received the 
earnest attention of the Association, and it is with pleasure we note the action taken by the 
Dominion Government to put the matter to the test with a view to improving the Canadian 
dairy trade. The Ministei of Agriculture made the statement while here in February last 
that he had been charged by the Government to make a complete chain of cold storage 
facilities from the point of production to the point of consumption, and that he was in a 
position to say that already he had made arrangements with the Railway Companies to 
supply new cars with the most modern appliances, and that four steamship companies had 
contracted to supply fifty thousand cubic feet of cold storage space per week. By this 
means the produce would be perfectly guarded from the Canadian maker to the English 
market, and would have no chance to deteriorate.

In March the attention of the Association was called to the circumstance that the 
Government in making arrangements for cold storage accommodation on steamers sailing 
from this port had not included Glasgow, to which port n large quantity of butter had 
been shipped during the past season, it being second only to Bristol, and the matter being 
considered of vital importance, a protect was lodged with the Government against Glasgow 
being left out. The Government recognized the justice of the claims, and Glasgow 
included in the arrangements finally made.

Some members of the trade having been summoned to appear in court to answer to the 
charge of selling fresh meats, poultry, etc., in the city without a special license, which 
license cost $100, and it being claimed that it was not the intention of the by-law to apply 
it to wholesale produce merchants, a special committee was appointed to interview the 
Market Committee and have the charge withdrawn. The Market Committee promised to 
give the matter its best attention, and it is with pleasure that we record that the prosecu
tions were not proceeded with.

The arrangement in existence last year for rates of freight on butter and cheese from 
points west when for export, not having proved satisfactory, and not having been carried 
out by the railway companies as understood and accepted by the trade, an effort was made 
at the beginning of this season to secure an arrangement more to the wishes of exporters. 
The reply from the Railways was as follows :—

•* The export tariff rate as per G. T. Tariff G. D. 31, effective May 26th, 1897, shall 
be added to the ocean rate from Montreal, to make up the through rate to the British 
port.

11 On dairy produce forwarded locally from Toronto and points west and afterwards 
exported, reduction will be made to the above export tariff rates to Montreal, viz,, ship
ments of 5,000 lbs. and over will be carried at the C. L. rates, and on shipments under 
5,000 lbs. the L. C. L. rate will apply, the Montreal terminal charges being in addition to 
above rates.”

This proposition being practically a repetition of last year's arrangement, the Railway 
Companies were written to, stating that the trade was not prepared to accept it, and asking 
for a return to something similar to that in operation previous to 1896, but no notice 
taken of this request by the Railway Companies.
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A meeting was held in October to

step! discontinuing this make without this Association taking any

contmctmhvttS haVC bee"reCfed b°th fr°m London and B»stol of the non-fulfilment of 
contract by shippers on this s.de, but as in both cases the parties complained of we Je 
members of this Association no action could be taken.
The 2im2!lSeaS°n haS.pr0V?d the banner year in the Production of cheese in Canada.

pride as Canadians, there is also in a note of warning that we may be very nea/the
ZZtr: POmt "V itS COnSe<1Uent reaCtion and depreciation of values, to figures 

might spell rum to farmers. It is therefore well that all interested in the dairy business 
as merchants, should give increased attention

milk, viz., butter. There is room for a large increase in our output of butter provided the 
creameries turn out the finest quality that it is possible to make and suitable for the British
mark?’ ^ ^ f SeU their pr°duCtS absoluteiy ^ from the churn whatever the 

ket price, as is done by all countries competing with us for the British markets
I wn mV? "V ‘7 °r threC matterS connec,ed with c. i. f. selling of goods to which 
I would like to driiw the attention of the Association. First, there is the selling with aï
The V1156." C°nt,aCtS $UbjeCt 10 the rules of local Associations in Grea! BriL 

here has been this year a good deal of dissatisfaction expressed in the trade as to the
Tsh ° , T,Cm in S°me °f the Britisl‘ markets' It certainly seems rather unit 
to shippers three thousand miles away that they have to submit their interests to arbitration
JfJhJ mfetf e rU'eS°f ASS0Ciati°nS of which they are n°t members, and as to the making 
ni 1 , ? y WCrC n°‘ parties' 0ur 6°ods =>re in nature perishable, and it doe!
on c Vf 7 h3t ‘ty t°Uld ** ju<iged fl'0m an imPorter’s point of view solely, though sold 
I think ! 7’ ,after l,hey haVC been Subjected t° ‘he trials of a two weeks’ voyage at sea
should nottiJdtt V fOT lhC A7Ciati0n t0 Seri0US'y C°nsider Whether ,he members

not

our

farmers as well
to the alternative product of

ëeUhSSÎüs
goods a long time before their arrival. In these days, when all perishable products are 
shipped by steamers about as fast as mail steamers, the original mason for drawing long 
date drafts no longer holds. The system enables the tradesman on the other side to specula,! 
,f he,odes,res beyond his means for a considerable time without the investor! of any 
capital. I has become of more serious importance in these days, when the custom of buying 
one. , f. terms ha, become more extended, and when the transportation companies both 
by water and on land in Great Britain offer increased storage facilities at small charges.

80

\
\

I

=•
 ”



81

It is therefore a question for the trade to consider whether the currency of drafts should not 
be shortened, in the interest not only of trade in general but of the banking interest as well..

Another matter of danger to the trade is the increased custom of short selling. This- 
has been a leading feature of the business during the past year, and is an injurious and per
nicious on;, and if possible something should be done to curtail it as it is fast developing 
a system of gambling in the cheese industry which u:ed to be conducted on entirely legi
timate lines.

It would be very desirable if some official system were adopted of ascertaining the 
stocks of those products in which the members of this Association are interested, such as 
cheese, butter, eggs, etc. I would recommend that some steps be taken to this end.

The Association has during the past year added to its membership by the admission 
thereto of Mr. L. N. St. Arnaud, Mr. T. F. Shields and Mr. Fted. Fowler, ar.d as there 
have been no resignations these admissions are a clear gain in our membership.

The whole respectfully submitted.
ALFRED J. BRICE,

President Montreal Butter and Cheese Association.

REPORT OF THE MONTREAL METAL AND HARDWARE ASSOCIATION.

To the President and Council of the Montreal Board of Trade :

Gentlemen,—The Metal and Hardware Association in connection with your Boatd 
begs to submit its annual Report, as follows :

It has been found unnecessary to call frequent meetings of this Association during the 
past year, but the subjects to be reported upon are of importance to the members of the 
metal and hardware trade.

The recommendations which were decided upon towards the end of last year for pre
sentation to the Tatiff Enquiry Commission at its sitting in Montreal were duly submitted 
by a deputation from this Association, and it is with satisfaction that we have to note that 
the Government adopted in the main the suggestions then made.

It was decided at the last annual meeting of this Association to nominate Mr. Jas. W. 
Pyke to represent it on your Council, and the large number of votes which he secured 
was a source of general satisfaction to the members of this Association.

An effort was made at the beginning of this year to secure the attendance on ’Change 
on one day in each week of the members of this Association, but it is to be regretted that 
such effort did not meet with any marked degree of success. It is to be hoped, however, 
that as time goes on the members of the metal and hardware trade will find it to their 
interest to attend on ’Change for the purpose of meeting and conferring together.

It having been brought to the attention of the Association that there was a pressin g 
need for the appointment by the Government of an expert valuator for hardware, a meeting 
was held on July 2nd for the purpose of considering the matter. It was then pointed out 
that it was becoming more and more common for certain foreign manufacturers of iron 
commodities to invoice goods intended for export to this market at a less price than 
what the goods were sold at to their home trade, which practice woiked to the diiad-
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vantage of Canadian manufacturers, and was most prejudicial to the importers at large 
trade centres, as without doubt the appraisers at these points would be better informed 
with respect to valuer *han would those at the smaller ports of entry. A full discussion of 
the matter resulted in the adoption of the following resolution, which was communicated 
to the Honourable the Controller of Customs, who has acknowledged receipt thereof 
promised careful consideration : —
, “ Resolved, That the Montreal Metal and Hardware Association is of the opinion,

that to ensure a uniform system of valuation at the various ports of entry of the Dominion 
and in order that no port or ports should be discriminated against, it is desirable that à 
hardware expert should be appointed by the Government with that end in view, and the 
Assoc,at,on hereby respectfully suggests that such an appointment be made at an early

The Association is pleased to notice that an effort has been made to limit the terms 
of credit on hardware to four months or three per cent, off fur cash in thirty days, and in sup
port of this movement the following resolution was unanimously adopted

Resolved, that the Montreal Metal and Hardware Association, understanding that an 
agreement is being signed limiting the terms of credit on hardware to four months or three 
per cent, off for cash, hereby,heartily endorses such action, and trusts that the limit of credit 
as stated will become general.

Representations having been made to the Association complaining of what are consi
dered excessive passenger rates charged to commercial travellers by the Railways and 
other transportation companies, also to the high rates charged on travellers’ samples, the 
representative of the hardware trade on your Council has been requested to bring these 
matters before you, with a view to pressing for a reduction of the

It is with deep regret that we have to record the taking away by death of one of the 
most active members of this Association, Mr. Fred. Fairman, and the following resolution 
evidences the esteem in which he was held by his fellow members

and

same.

Resolved, That the members of the Montreal Metal and Hardware Assochtion have 
learned wilh keen regret of the death of their late confrère, Mr. Fred. Fairman, vnd hereby 
place on record their testimony and appreciation of his business ability, his uniform 
tesy, and his many other estimable qualities.

The whole respecfully submitted.

cour-

GEO. E. DRUMMOND,
President Montreal Metal and Hardware Association. 

REPORT OF THE BANKERS’ SECTION.

Montreal, January 13th, 1898.

To the President and Council of the Montreal Board of Trade.

Gentlemen,—

I. Since the last annual meeting, Mr. G. H. Meldrum, of the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, has been admitted to membership, replacing Mr. J. L. Harcourt, whose 
promotion to the Branch of the Canadian Bank of Commerce at Windsor, Ont., caused his 
withdrawal from the Section.
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2. While the Section has not had occasion to oppose much of the legislation intro
duced at recent sessions of the Provincial Parliament, it has had cause (in common with the 
Council of the Board of Trade) to take strong ground against the interference permitted by 
the Private Bills Committee in the amendments to the City's Bill recently introduced. The 
Section affiims the principle that any expenditure on capital account bp provided for by 
special taxation, and that such taxation be consented to hv c special vote of the tax-payers.

3. The Section has observed with satisfaction the re iion in the rate of interest on 
Government and Post OEce Savings Bank Deposits from 3)^ to 3 per cent., which has 
taken place since 1st July last. While this reduction has materially reduced the liability 
for interest, it has not deterred depositors from increasing their deposits. The aggregate at 
their credit in both departments on June 30th last was $48,934,975.72, and on November 
30th $49,263,594.75,—an increase of $328,619.03. On the total deposits a saving to the 
Country's Revenue at the rate of $246,317 per annum has been effected.

In consequence of the action of the Government, the Banks have reduced their rate to 
depositors in the city and suburbs to 3 per cent as a maximum.

4. The Section having learnt that curators to insolvent estates are petitioning the 
Legislature for an amendment to the Code of Civil Procedure, under which they will be 
enabled to sell immovable assets now sold by the Sheriff, and the Section being of the 
opinion that such power should not be granted, have opposed the petition in question.

The Section has also taken steps to oppose the Bill which has been introduced at 
Quebec to tax mortgages.

5. At the adjourned annual meeting held to-day, the scrutineers reported the follow
ing elections for the ensuing year:

Your obedient servant,

THOMAS McDOUGALL,
Retiring Chairman,

Chairman of Section, —Mr. M. J. A. Prendergast, General Manager Banque 
d’Hochelaga.

General Committee.—Messrs. J. S. Meredith, H. V, Meredith, J. Penfold, 
Thos. McDougall, G. H. Balfour, A. M. Crombie, Edson L. Pease, James 
Elliott, F. Kennedy, Tancrede Bienvenu and Thos. F. How.

Secretary-TreasurerMr. W. W. L. ClttPMAN, Manager of the Clearing House.

6. The Section made unanimous choice of Mr. Thos. McDougall as their nominee for 
election cn the Council of the Montreal Bo'rd of Trade to represent the interests of the 
Section, and expressed their thanks to Mr. H. Stikeman for his good services as their 
representative during the past year.

7. A report of the operations of the Montreal Clearing House for the year 1897 is 
submitted herewith, showing an increase in the volume of clearings of seventy-three millions 
over 1896.
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MONTREAL CLEARING HOUSE.

Report for 1897.
The following is the comparison of the total monthly clearings for the last three 

1896
$46,663,000 

38,123,000 
36,643 000 
37.589,000 
44,324,ooo 
43iI29,ooo 
44,796,000 
4i.574,ooo 
44,763,000
48,999,000 
50,215,000 
51,033,000

years

1897
$43,577,ooo 

38,480,000 
40,654,000 
45,092,000 
4 *.600,000 
54,1,16,000 
52,831,000 
49.240,000 
55,080,000 
59,34o,ooo 
59,166,000 
56,509,000

1895
$48,376,000 

37,793,ooo 
42,464,000 
41,905,000 
51,969,000 
52,353,000 
5*>902,000 
49,3*4,000 
45,25'-ooo 
53,29S,000 
54,397,000
54,138,000

January.. 
February. 
March,,,, 
April....
May........
June........
July..........
August... 
September 
October... 
November. 
December. ,1.

$601,185,000 $527,85i,ooo $583,160,000 
smallest transactions by weeks and days during theThe following are the largest and 

same period;—

Largest ( !„95> nth July.. $15,264,000 
Week,) *“96, 3^1 Dec... 13,832,000 

( 1897, nth Nov.. 15,099,000
1895, 28th Mar.. $8,528,000
1896, 2nd July.. 6,897,000
1897, 4th Mar.. 8.157,201

{Smallest
Week,

f 1895, 24th Dec... 
Day,)1?96» 5th Nov.. 

( 1897, 4th Nov..
$4,064,000 

3,289,000 
3,831,000

The average daily clearings for 1897 were $1,920,000.

ported by Bradstreet's, the aggregate clearings for 1897
In the United States
In Canada................
Li Montreal............

Largest Smallest f l?9|’ 28th Jan.,, 
Day 1 l896> 3°lh Mar.. 

3' l 1897, 22ndMar..
$9*7,000

933,ooo
977,000

As re
show an increase of:_

*1.7 per cent, over 1896. 
II.1 “ •<

<<II.2

The ten largest clearings are as follows : — 

$33,4*7,7*4,000
5,099,878,000 
4,568,150,000 
3,225,237,000 
I>363, *32,000

New York Pittsburgh..., 
Baltimore .... 
San Francisco. 
Cincinnati..., 
Montreal

$819,926,000
796,639,000
748,523,000
625,987,00®
601,185,000

Boston.........
Chicago.... 
Philadelphia. 
St. Louis...

Montreal continues to hold the same place as during the last five years—tenth.

W. W. L. CHIPMAN,
Malinger.Montreal, 6th Jan., 1898.

► M

5.
 r



85

PORT OF MONTREAL.
Statement showing the Value of Merchandise Entered for Consumption 

at this Port during the years ending 31 st December, 1897 and 1896.

Value.
1897

Value.
1896.

Articles.

$ *Ale, Beer, Porter,
Animals..................
Books......................
Brass....................
Breadstuff», Grain

22,353
2,866

219,032
94,023

17,753 
4,495 

233,615 
119,977 
28,368 
7,924 
1,849 

100,154 
54,603 
99,187 -

2,411Flour......................
Meal........................
Rice..........................
Other Breadstuff».........................................

Bicycles, etc.........................
Car»......................................... ........ *‘'.*.* .".*."**
Cement (for 5 months only)...................................
Coal, Bituminous.......................................................
Copper, Manufactures of  ................................................ '
Co'ton, Bleached.........................................................7

Bleached or unbleached, not dyed, colored, etc 
Dved....
Bleached,
Clothing.
Thread not on spool.................... .........
Thread on spool.....................................
Other Manufactures of Cotton...........

Drugs'and Medicines................. .......................
Eanhenware........................................................
Fancy Goods and Embroideries,

Bracelets, Braids....................................
Laces, Collars.........................................
All other Fancy Goods........................

Flax, manufactures of (for 5 months only)
Fish, Products of........................................... ..
Fruits and Nuts, dried....................................

Green, Oranges, etc............................
All other....................................................

Furs, Manufactures of............... .........................
Glass, Bottles, etc.......................................

Window.............................................
Plate............................. ................ .77.7
All other Manufactures of .................

Gunpowder, etc..............................
Gutta Percha .................................. ,...771
Hats, Caps and Bonnets............................

All other................................................... ’
Iron and Steel, Manufactures of :

Band, Hoop, etc..................................
Bar Iron and Railway Bars........... .

4,122
2,799

105,659
49,987

168,789
87 6,530

108,725
87,003
23,385
99,483

" 947.690

”lÔ9,235
192,983
261,017
162.165 
558,223 
176,436

272,443
214,565

98.165 
211,002 . 

123,710 
264,254 
261,822
93,172 

214,523 
160,879 
146,018 

89,882 
37,895 
21,253 
85,388 

289,944 
148,121

757,831
11,534

94,988
28,616

' 'm,m

" 946,164 
133,140 
207,863 
212,337 
179,640 
485,671 

15,377

255,862
210,367

89,787

133,189
217,461
248,186

78,276
234,913
171,018
119,275
112,081
55,418
28,354
83,619

277,408
137,095

430,524
43,239

dyed, colored

I

*
■■

11
,■

■M
il _m

_;
Ü
É,



53,060
102,475
226,374
225,815

1,052.199
1,270,687

290,700
11,429
45,256

101,215
4,517.480

490,746
434,844
341,321
43,571
99,617

949,641
297,849
136,359
490,374

62,816
38,792
30,017

122,860
45,401
98,880
82,065

149,580
336,939
306,815
31,855
79,346
8,802

99,677
770,078
88,055
47,861

368,260
83,255

137,137
3,707,908

229,684
108,447
59,025
64,938
84,078

225,799
234,620
939,883

1,315,490
234,611

8,596
28,136

107,482
3,414,010

$ 40,001,806 $ 38,592,47

9 23,936,103 $ 23,496,305 
13,714,103 10,089,164
2,361,599 5,006,948

Cutlery, Hardware..,.
Machines, Engines........
Pig Iron, Kentledge.... 
Stoves and Castings....

Iron and Steel Tubing.................
All other Manufactures of 

Jewellery, Watches,
Lead, Manufactures of...........................
Leather, all kinds...................................

Boots and Shoes.........................
All other Manufactures of.... 

Marble and Stone and Manufactures of
Metals, Manufactures of.......................
Musical Instruments 
Oil, Mineral and Products of.

Flax Seed, etc.............
All other.......................

Paints and Colours.............
Paper and Envelopes...........
Pickles, Sauces, etc...............
Provisions, Lard, etc.............

Butter and Cheese....
Seeds and Roots..................... .
Silk, Manufactures of...........
Soap, all kinds........................
Spices, Ground and Unground
Spirits, all kinds.....................
Wines, Sparkling.....................

Other than Sparkling..

etc

.

Sugar
MoTiasses and Syrup 
Tobacco and Cigars,

Leaf (for 6 months only)
Vegetables....................
Wood, Manufactures of.
Woollens : Carpets...............................

Clothing............................. .
Cloths..................................
Dress Goods.......................
Knitted Goods................... .
Shawls...........................
Yarns...................................
All other Manufactures of, 

All other Dutiable Goods...................

Total Dutiable..,
Free...........

Coin and Bullion

Grand total

ix
l
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Statement showing the Value of Merchandise Entered for Consumption 
at this Port during the years ending 31st December, 1897 and 1896.

Value.
1897.

Value.
1896.Articles.
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808,522
898,122
293,020
152,160

1,678,200

Value.

1897.

Value.

1896.

$
16,108

1,9911
1,353

975,604
315.160 

72,515
876,248
704,323
45.160 
10,080

12«,564
360,325
43,460

107,173
678,371)
426,449
360,025
511,023
490,802
277,200

34,567
21,621
76,668

236,360
82,213
99,397

134,916
634,119
911,312
229,726
100,180

1,126,135

$ 16,065,702 $ 15,096,112

$ 13,714,103 $ 10,089,164 
2,351,599 5,006,948

Articles.

Animals for the improvement of Slock.
Asphaltuin................................................
Broom Corn.................................... "'//
Indian Corn.................................
Coal, Anthracite............................. * ‘ "
Coffee....................................................
Cotton Waste........................... .".Y!."."!!

Raw.....................................
Dyes, Chemicals, etc...................
Fish and Products of....................... , ] \ ]
Fisheries, Articles for............
Fruits, Bananas, etc.....................
Furs, Skins, not dressed....
Grease for Soap'making...................
Hides and Skins..............................
India Rubber and Gutta Percha, crude
Jute Cloth and Jute Yarn ...................
Metals, Brass and Copper............. ,

Steel Rails for Railways............
Iron and Steel, all other....
Tin and Zinc.........................
Other......................................

Oils, Vegetable.....................
Salt.................................................
Settlers’Effects ........
siik, Raw.......................... .............;;
Sisal, Manilla and Hemp undressed
Sugar.......................................
Tea ............ ........................... ’
Tobacco leaf (for 6 months only)...
Wood, Cabinetmakers, etc.............
Wool....................................................
All other free goods..........................

Total.................................
Coin and Bullion.............

Total Free Goods.............

87

Free Goods imported at the Poet of Montreal during the years ended sut 
December, 1897 an(i 1896.
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The Mine—

Gold bearing quartz, dust, nuggets,
Phosphates..........................................
Salt.......................................................
Other articles..................................

, Tons, 
Bush.

Total
"

Animals and their produce—

Horses.............. .....................
Horned Cattle.......................
Swine......................................
Sheep......................................
Other Animals....................
Butter,..................................
Cheese....................................
Eggs...............................
Meat of all kinds................
Wool.......................................
Other articles........................

.No. 12,179 
110,243

66,31*9

■ Lbs. 10,594,824 
..“ 162,322,426 
Doz. 4,806,011 
Lbs. 16,377,806 

708,302

ft

Total

The Forest—

Ashes,Pot and Pearl (not includ’g Leached ashes) BrlsJ
Logs—Pine.................................................................M. ftJ

All other.......
Lumber—Deals, Deal binds, Planks, Boards and 

other Lumber 
Timber, square 
Other articles..

1,787
695

« ! 579

Tens. 15,887

The Fisheries—

Fish of all desi riptions. i
Oil Gals. 16,086

Total

Total

$

80
400
264

187,383

188,127

115.919
4,323

120,242

42,834
21,129

9,180

5,412,221
187,441
58,778

5,731,583

1,205,941
6,579,328
‘ 340! 060

848
1,878,515

14,325,176
575,782

1,345,894
122,672
670,917

27,045,133

ARTICLES. Quantity. Value.

t
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PORT OF MONTREAL

Statement showinj the Quantity and Value of Merchandise exported from 
this Port during the years ended 31 st December, 1897 and 1896.
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Statement showing the Quantity and Value of Merchandise exported from 
this Port during the years ended 31et December, 1897 and 1896.

!
ARTICLES. Quantity. Value.

I

Agricultural Products — $
Fruits—Green...............
Barley......................... .
Beans and Peas.............
Indian Corn...................
Rye................................
Outs..............................
Wheat.........................
Other Grain..................
Flour of Wheat and Rve 
Indian and other Meal..
Mult...............................
Other articles................

750,699
88,273

1,402,993
3,121,753

485,526
1,704,559
7,981,211

222,777
1,346,097

154,959

882,763

Bush. 251,911
2,522,682 
9,172,676 

990,900 
5,989,311 
9,400,891 

543,640 
Brls. 335,930

43,275

II

I
Bush. 630 409

Total 18,142,019
Manufactures—

Cottons, Woollens, etc..............................
Iron—Pig and Scrap, Castings, Hardware 
Leather........... .........................................

300,675
285,190
893,795
20,736
10,799
22,102

Boots and Shoes............................
Manufactures of Leather, all other. 

Liquors, Spirituous and Malt, all kinds..
Sewing Machines.....................................
Ships sold to other countries....................
Tobacco, Snuff and Cigars....................
Wood, Manufactures of, all kinds...........
Other articles........................... ...............

Gals. 19,414
No 279 5,217

2
Lbs. 221,302

Total...........................................

Miscellaneous Articles........................ .

Total...........................................

Bullion, Gold in bars, blocks or ingots
Coin, Gold...................................................

Silver............................................

Grand total.....................................

2,838,061

175,041

54,240,206

177,408
686,116
53,226

55,156,956
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1881
1880
1879
1878
1877
1876
1875
1874
1873
1872
1871
1870
1869
1868
1867
1866

1862

Straight Holler No. 1 Hard Mani- 
Flour. 

per barrel of 
196 lbs.

to ha Wheat. 
per bushel of 

60 lbs.

$ C. $ C. $ c. $ e.
1897
1896
1895
1894

1893 !
1892
1891
1890
1889
1888

1887
1886
1885
1884
1883
1882

Spring Extra 
Flour 

per barrel of 
196 lbs,

U. Can. Spring 
Wheat. 

per bushel of 
60 lbs.

94

Lowest and highest prices of Flour and Wheat in Montreal during thirty-si x years.

5

\
X

atltuted fo^Snri'61" T;ing lea,Un* of Flüur. Quotations thereof were in 1888 sub-

INSPECTION OF GRAIN.

The quantities of Grain inspected in Montreal during the past four 
years were as follows :—

1897. 1896. 1895. 1894.
Bush Bush.

943,600
5,703,000
3,257,100
5,187,600

242,500
252,100
563,000

Bush.
114,300

1,667,000
1,141,500
1,285,200

99,600
16,200

460,900

Bush.
849,900

1.567.500
1.429.500
1,216,600

70,800
60,100

203,600

Wheat....,
Corn.........
Peas..........
Oats...........
Barley.......
Rye............
Buckwheat,

2,986,200
8,430,100
2,748,000
9,413,294

220,400
1,249,828

754,608

‘ Totals 25,812,430 16,148,900 4,784,700 5,398,000
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Bush.
10,131,820
9,383,553
1,834,295
5,385,213

974,058
178,007
432,757
152,048

Hiisu. 
6,931,419 
7,005,167 
1 824.442 
2,768,697 

406,749 
354,483 
196,140

Bush.
3,755,590
2,676,788

814,434
20,118
16,214

' 199,258

Bush. 
5,476,939 
2,118,324 
1,253,983 

86,294 
54,289

" 1*35,735

Wheat.......
Corn..........
Peas.........
Oats..........
Rye............
Barley.. .. 
Buckwheat 
Flax Seed.,

Totals 28,471,260 19,487,047
STOCKS OF GRAIN AND FLOUR IN MONTREAL ON THE FIRST SATURDAY OF 

EACH MONTH FROM 1893 TO 1897 INCLUSIVE.

7,482,402 9,125,570

1893. Jan. ! Feb. Mau. Ai>l. May. June, July. Sept. Oct..loo. Nov. Dec.

452,951 675,004 
13,004 

270,459 
296,067 

83,435 
15.860 
41.291 45,978

661,406 583,262 
13,877 14,000 

354,343 362,694 
492,959 573,152 
83,083 87,048 
33,794 39,487 
34,088 69,1163

Wheat bush. 
Corn...
Peas.., 
Oats.... 
Harley .
Rye........
Flour...... brls.

654,660
13,877

471,096
655,784
87,406
42,438
76,208

510,533
39,116

462,171 
291,696 
87,822 
43 ,.544 
58 304

451,014 353,644 353,159 509,906 
15,515 48,sfi5 4,999 828

440,273 310,19' 209,413 192,420 
447,819 114,400 36,161 95,080 
81,835 88,883 58,727 51,247 
30,044 62,977 30,167 40.467 
53,820 59,843 33,597 42,822

704,383 633,113
1,682............

222,583 .312,81*1 
146,144 31,462 
46,ir2<
46,582 
41,421

14,1618 
340,8.9 
441,'221 

78,211 
30,444 55,224

35,701
42,881

1894.

EîlilüBill liiliifllmmmmmmMMMM'ïïM
jsr bT ystrza “is ns ie *ss «s: « «*■ «ssH wPeas... • 64,772 i 79,970 91,832 104,623 116,270 100,305 124 613 32 998 Ï7Ô9 iw’S5l‘«y iiôS

*' ; ‘SS."!S"Sg,,!S.rr?r «s-ff «*•»»*>.

fc'a- sa âs « « jæ'Jsi'jffi jé M <«

I I

I

fcT 1S1” “»• "S «5S US tgg «ÎS «88
BÏlîej " •' "li'S li'E mllti aSiSlelaSw 'aiSÎ
■fa* as a jts a1 a mu a jb $ -*2 E ti
Oat?........ - 1ZÜ'714 'J07'6M 26'-,.918l258,402 131,903 10IJ80 84 ^ 51 177 124'918

E^-: :: H ÎE s§ «« « tis•c-v";:.'-'.. «wsggggriggss sa sæ a# as m
87,363
84,666

112,949
264,227
28,486
31,166

95

The quantities of Grain elevated in the Harbour of Montreal by the 
Montreal Elevating Company during the past four years were as follows

1897. 1890. 1893. 1894.
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List of Members of the Montreal 
Board of Trade who died 

during 18<)7.

SIB JOSEPH HICKSON 
THOS. J. CORISTINE- 
JOHN COWAN - 
THOMAS DOHERTY - 
JAMES GUEST - 
JAMES C. SINTON - 
J. H. R. MOLSON 
J. R. CLOGG 
OWEN McGARVEY - 
R. McSIIANE 
HENRY LYMAN - 
A. VOGEL - 
GEO. W. HAMILTON - 
FIRM IN IIUDON 
ROBT. MITCHELL - 
JEREMIAH FOGARTY 
WALTER PAINE 
FRED. FA.RMAN 
ALEX. EWAN -

- Died Jan. 5, 1897 
■ Died Mar. 22, 1897
- Died Mar. 23, 1897 

Died A pi. 3, 1897
- Died Apl. 4, 1897
- Died May 10, 1897
- Died May 28, 1897
- Died July 7, 1897
- Died July 7, 1897
- Died July 13, 1897
- Died July 19, 1897 
• Died Aug. 11, 1897
- Died Aug. 26, 1897
- Died Aug. 27,1897
- Died Sept 1, 1897
- Died Oct. 3, 1897
- Died Oct. 27, 1897
- Died Nov. 13, 1897
- Died Dec. 23, 1897

J

>
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M.

MONTREAL BOARD OF TRADE

OFFICE-BEARERS AND MEMBERS FOR 1897.

President : JOHN McKERGOW. 

ist Vice-Pres. : JAMES CRATHERN. 
2nd Vice-Pres. : CHAS. F. SMITH. 
Treasurers HENRY MILES.

I

COUNCIL.
E. L. Bond.

A. J. Brice.

Chas. Chaput. 

Fred. W. Evans. 

Robt. Mackay.

W. B, Mathbwson.

Chas. McLean,

Jas. W. Fyke.

A. W. Stevenson. 

Harry Stikeman. 

David G. Thomson. 

David Watson.

.

BOARD OF ARBITRATION.

Robt. Archer. 

Robt. Bickerdike. 

Jas. A. Cantlie.

E. B. Grbenshields.

Edgar Jud^e. 

David McFarlane. 

W. W. Ogilvie. 

David Robertson.

A. A. Thibaudbau 

Adam G. Thomson. 

John Torrance. 

Jas. Williamson.

Secretary: Geo. Hadrill. 

Assistant-Secretary : G. A. Irwin.

'
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MONTREAL CORN EXCHANGE ASSOCIATION.

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1897.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT.

President EDGAR JUDGE. 
Vice-President :-E. F. CRAIG. 
Treasurer :-W. A. HASTINGS.

A. G. McBEAN, 
ALEX. McFEE, 
K. PKDDIE.

DAVID ROBERTSON. 
LIONEL J. SMITH, 
ADAM G. THOMSON

BOARD OF REVIEW.

Chairman Til OS. A. CRANE,E. F. CRAIG, 
A. GIRARD, A.M,S^UV-

J. B. McLEA.

MEMBERS.

Allan, Andrew. 
Allan, R. A. S. 
Allen, Jas. 
Alexander, James. 
Archer, Robt.
Baird, C. J.
Baird, John. 
Batterbury, F. R. 
Bickerdike, R. 
Brice, A. J. 
Brown, Thos. B. 
Budilen, H. A. 
Byrd, Chae.

Fraser, N. J.

Gagnon A. E. 
Gear, Wm. I. 
Girard, Auguste. Girard, P. Si. 
Gould, O. M.

Mason, Hy.
Meighen, Robt. 
Michaud, Alex, 
Montreal Elevating Co. 
Munderloh, Hy.
Munn, Stewart. 
Macpherson, W. M.
Me Bean, A. G. 
McCarthy T. R. 
MeEvers, D.
McFee, Alex.
McGrail, M. J.
McGrail, M. T.
McKay, T. M.
McLea, John B.
McLean, Cliae. 
McLennan Bartlett. 
McLennan, Duncan. 
McLennan Ewen. 
McLennan, Hugh. 
McPherson, D. A. 
McShane, Jas.
Norris, Jas. S.
Ogilvie, A. E 
Ogilvie, W. W.
Oliver, Walter R.
Paton, Hugh.
Peddle, R 
Penfleld, W. A.
Penny, E. ...off.
Philps, H. S.
Prescott Elevator Co. 

ger J. A. Jamieson,

Quintal, Joseph. 

Raphael, H. W.

Reeve. Geo. B. 
lteford, R.
Rende», Jas. E. 
Robertson, David. 
Roblllard, Jos. 
Ronald, J. R. 
liouth, F. A.
Scott, Jas.
Scott, J. p.
Scott, Wm.
Shaw, Frank Ross. 
Smith J. Hy. 
Smith, Lionel J. 
Smith, M. B.
Smith, Wm. B. 
Starke, Geo. B. 
Stewart, Wm. 
Strachan, Jas. 
Sutherland, Jas.
Tarut, Alfred. 
Taylor, Chas. R. 
Thom, Jas. 
Thomson, Adam G. 
Thomson, D. G. 
Thomson, Geo. A. 
Torrance, John. 
Torrance, John, jr. 
Tough, John. 
Turenne, R. Auzlas.
Vlau, C. T.

Warrington, J. 0. 
Watt, D.A. P. 
Wight, R. E. 
Williamson, Jas.

- f Kiddell, J. M.
Grand J Loud, Jno. W. 
Trunk 1 Watson, Frk, 

By. (Read, A. F.

Hanna, Geo. H. 
Harling, Thos. 
Harvie, R. 
Hastings, W. A. 
Hodgson, Henry. 
Hooper, A. W. 
Hunsicker. J. E. 
Hnrtubise, A. L. 
Hutchison, Wm.

Ironside, Robt.

Johnston, H. G. 
Judge, Edgar.

Kennedy, Murray. 
Killoran, John J. 
Klnghorn, G. M. 
Kingman, Abner.
Labelle, Hospice 
Laing, John D. 
Laing, Peter. 
Lalonde, Armand 
Lemay, E. H. 
LeMesurrler, W. M.
Magor, Victor. 
Marsan, Wilfrid.

Campbell. D. W.
C. P. R. City Frt. Agt.

Foreign Frt. Office. 
Canadian F 

Export Co.
Carruthers, Jas. 
Chamberlain, E. J. 
Chaplin, Alfred. 
Chouillou Lucien. 
Clarke, E. L,
Cookson, S.
Coon, H. J.
Coughlin, Cornelius. 
Craig, 6. F.
Craig, W. W.
Crane, T. A.
Crowe, John. 
Cunningham, Wm. 
Currie, Jas.
Cuttle, Jas. A.

orwarding &

/

Dawes, J. p. 

Entrevan, Eugene.
Young, Andrew.

K,
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MONTREAL WHOLESALE GROCERS’ ASSOCIATION.

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1897.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

\

President . , .
Vice-President :-GE0. A. CHILDS. 

Directors J. E. QUINTAL,

• • CHAS. CHAPUT.

Treasurer:—ALBEKT HEBERT 
H. LAPORTE, G. E. FORBES.

COMMITTEE OF ARBITRATION.
D. C. Brossbau, S. J. Carter, P. Grace, H. H. F. Hughes, E. Villeneuve.

MEMBERS:

Forbes, G. E. 
Grace, P. 
Hé\>ert, Albert. 

Hughes, H. H. F.

Lacaille, Chas.Bolvin, Léonard I. 
Brosseau, D. C.

Carter, Stewart J. 
Chaput, Chas. 
Childs, Geo. A.

Robltallle, J. A.
Le,porte, Hormisdas,

Villeneuve, J. o.Quintal, Joe. Ed.

MONTREAL WHOLESALE DRY GOODS ASSOCIATION.

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1897.

PRESIDENT 
Vice-President :-ALPHONSE RACINE, 

Directors :

• • E. B. GREENSHIELDS.

Treasurer :-WM. REID

FRANK MAY, 
S. O. SHOREY,

GEO. SUMNER, 
B. TOOKE,

MEMBERS :

Brophy, Cains & Co.
Jas. A. Can tile * Co 
Carsley & Co.
Caverhill & Kissock.
Doull & Gibson.

M. Fisher, Sons & Co.

The Gault Bros. Co. Ltd.

B. Greenshiclds, Son 
& Co.

Hodgson,Sumner & Co.
James Johnston & Co.
Robert Linton & Co.
Lonsdale, Reid & Co.

J. G. Mackenzie & Co. H. Shorey & Co.

John MacLean & Co. 
McIntyre, Son * Co. 
P. P. Martin &Co. 
Thomas May & Co.
D. Morrlce, Sons & Co.

Alphonse Racine* Co.

E. A. Small fc Co. 
H. L. Smyth & Co.

Thibaudeau Bros 
& Co.

Tooke Bros.

\
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MONTREAL MARINE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION.

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1807.

President
Vice-President J. H. KOUTH.

. E. L. BOND.'
TreasurerW. A. W. BURNETT.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

J. H. BOUTH, Chairman. C. E. GAULT, J. E. RILEY, 
And ez-offlclo the President and Treasurer.

MEMBERS.

Robt. Bickerdike, 
Edward L. Bond, 
W. A. W. Burnett.

Gerald Lomer, 
C. E. Gault,
J. E. Riley,

J. J. Riley, Jr., 
J, H. Routh.

MONTREAL BUTTER AND CHEESE ASSOCIATION.
t

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1807.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

President A. J. BRICE.

Vice-President JAS. OLIVER.
Treasurer P. W. McLAGAN.

N. F. BEDARD, GEO. HODGE, ARTHUR HODGSON, T. J. KIRKPATRICK.

COMMITTEE OF ARBITRATION.

JAS. ALEXANDER, JNO. McKERGOW, J. A. VAILLANUOURT, A, C. WIELAND
WM, T. WARE.

MEMBERS.

Alexander, James. 
Ayer, A. A.
Bedard, N. F.
Brice, A. J.
Brice, E. A. 
Dalrymple, James. 
Duckett, Flank. 
Farrell, M. J. 
Froemcke, A. C. H.

McKergow, John. 
McLagan, P. W. 
McPherson, D. A.

Nlvin, Wm. 
Oliver, James. 
Shaw, Thomas.
St. Arnaud, L. N.

Grant, Alex. W. 
Hannan, M. Valllancourt, J. A.

Walt, Qei-rge S. 
Ward, Jos.
Ware. W. T. 
Warrington, J. C. 
Wieland, A. C.

Hlslop, D. S. 
Hodgson, Arthur. 
Hodgson, H. A. 
Kirkpatrick, J. J. 

snglois, Charles, 
offlllls, A. D.M
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MONTREAL METAL AND HARDWARE ASSOCIATION,

\
OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1897.

GEO. E. DRUMMOND.

Treasurer :—JAS. W. PÏKE.

President - .

Vicb-Pbksidet J. B. LEARMONT.

DIRECTORS.

FRANK CAVERHILL. 
ROBT. GARDNER.

C. L. LETANG. 

WM. MCMASTER.

MEMBERS.

Bacon Bros. King Warden & Son.

I
Canada Iron Furnace Co., Ltd. 
Laverhill, Learmont & Co 
Cooper, Jas.
Crathern & Caverhill.

Retang, Letang & Co. 
Lewi» Bros. & Co.

Machinery Supply Co. 
Montreal Rolling Mills Co. 
McDougall, John.Dom. Wire Mfg. Co., Ltd.

Drummond, McCall Pipe Foundry Co., Ltd.

Fyke, Jas. W. k Co.Gardner, Robt. & Son. 
Garth & Co.
Gurney-Massey Co., Ltd. Robertson, Thos. & Co.

i

BANKERS’ SECTION OF THE MONTREAL BOARD OF
TRADE.

1897.
Thomas McDopoall, President.

W. W. L. Chipman, Secretary-Treasurer.

Motions Bank.
Bank op Bbitish Nobth America, 
Canadian Bank of Commerce, 
Quebec Bank.
Banque d’Hochelaqa.
Bank op Nova Scotia.

Bank of Montreal. 
Merchants Bank of Canada. 
Union Bank of Canada.
Bank of Toronto.
Banque Ville-Marie. 
Merchants Bank of Halifax.

;



The Ames, Holden Co. 
,!. & T. Bell.
Fogarty Bros.
James Leggatt & Co. 
Jas. McCready & Co.

Robin, Sadler & Haworth. 
Oeo. T. Slater X Sons.
Hie Thompson Shoe Co. 
James Whltham & Co., Ltd.

MEMBERS.

■
I:

12}

MONTREAL SHOE AND LEATHER ASSOCIATION.

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1897.

President - - EDWIN THOMPSON.

Treasurer :—J. FOt.ARTV.Vice-President:—.;. T. HAQAR.

Directors :

J. C. HOLDEN. 
UEO. T. SLATER.

CHAS. F. SMITH. 

JAMES WH1THAM.
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