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PREFACE."

HAVE been askedfo write a line of introduction to this
book, and gladly' comply, as its primary purpose is to
emind our children that they inhabit not an island but an
Empire. "Phéy are few political facts, perhaps none, that
#should exercise so great an influence-on their future lives.

For a collection of States spread over every region of
the earth, but owning one head and one flag, is even more
mportant as an influence than as an Empire. From
pither point of view it is a world-wide fact of supreme
ignificance ; but in the one capacity it affects only its
pwn subjects, and in the other all mankind. = 'With the
impire statesmen are mainly concerned; in the influence
very individual can and must have a part. Influence is

Wbased on character, and it is on the character of each child
hat grows into manhood within British limits that the
uture of our Empire rests. -

If we and they are narrow and selfish, averse to
abour, impatient of necessary burdens, factious and self-
ndulgent: if we see in public affairs not our Empire
ut our country, not our country but our parish, and
n our parish our house, the Empire is doomed. For its
maintenance requires work and sacrifice and intelligence.

If, on the other hand, we afm at the diffusion of the
lessings of industry undisturbed by war, if we aim at
peace secured, not by humiliation but prepondcrance, we
peed to preserve our Empire not for ourselves only but for

206485
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mankind. And this is said not pharisaically, not to the
exclusion*®f otlier countries, but because ours 4s the most
.~widely spread and the most penetrating of nationalities.
The time, indeed, cannot be far remote when the British
[Empire must, if it remain united, by the growth of its
ipopulation and its ubiquitous dominion, exercise a control-
ling authority in the world. To that trust our sons are born.

I hope, then, that the youth of our race will learn
from this book how great is their inheritance and their re-
sponsibility. -Those outside these islands may learn the
splendour of their source and their ““ home,” as well as

communion with the other regions under the Crown of |

Great Britain; and within, English, Scottish, and Irish
children may learn not to be shut in their shires, but that
they are the heirs' of great responsibilities and a vast

inheritance. History has marked those that made this

Empire, and will mark, with equal certainty but in a
different spirit, those who unmake it or allow it to dissolve.

Mr. Parkin, the author of this book, whose earnest

eloquence is inspired by a single zeal, pursues the pic-
turesque and instructive method of a ‘tour round the
British Empire. He himself i} best known as the untiring
advocate of a cause which represents the high resolve to

maintain Imperial unity. "But in this book there is put |

forward no theory, no constitution, and no plan. He
probably believes, as most-of us do, that the security for

national union lies not so much in Parliamentary projects J
as in the just appreciation of Imperial responsibility. §
Such a cause can only be furthered and fostered by this

little book.

‘ \ROSEBERY.

Londvin, Feb., 1892.  / \
o
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INTRODUCTION.

— O

Erl s book has been written with the object of giving to

®hoys and girls in our elementary schools a simple and

®onnected account of those parts of our great Empire

which aie outside of the British Islands, and in which so

! any of them are likely to find homes.

Within the limits of a small volume only the broadest

Sutlines of a subject so vast can be drawn. General
Statistics, and such as seem likely to leave a distinet

Mmpression on the memory, have alone been given.

Special attention has been directed to grouping facts in

Such a way that their Learing upon the life of the nation

Wmay be easily grasped by young minds, and the closcness

bf the connection which exists between the industries and

Mnterests of our people abroad and of those who remain at

home has been indicated as often as possible by familiar
lustrations. |

For the performance of the ordinary duties of citizen-
hip it is every day becoming more essential that all

British people should understand clearly the relation to
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aach other of the various portions of their vast national |
domain.

Our children cannot begin the study of the subject: to .
soon ; our statesmen and thinkers can scarcely pursue i 3

too far,

It is hoped that this little volume.may find its way:

into many schools, and prove helpful to teachers who ar .

interested in building up British patriotism on that basi §
of wider knowledge which is necessitated by the wonderfu :

facts of our nationai growth.
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CHAPTER 1
LEAVING THE OLD COUNTRY.
The British Empire.

HE British Islands, in which we live, cover a very small

Wpart of the surface of the earth. But the British Empire,
®f which these islands are the centre, covers a very large
Wbart of that surface—much larger than was ever held by
My nation except our own.

The diagram on the following page shows how small in

Wrea the United Kingdom is when compared with some of

he other great divisions of the Empire.
It is only about one-thirtieth of the sizg of Canada,
ne-twenty-ﬁfth of the size of Australia, ore-eleventh of

Whe size of India. All the Jand in England, Wales,

: Scotland, and Ireland is only about an eightieth part of

hat which British people have occupied, or rule over, in

Slifferent parts of the world.

It is difficult even to form in the mind a clear idea of
he great size of the Empire of which the United Kingdom
s a part. It embraces nearly one-half of North America, a

Bmall part of South America, the whole of Australia, New

B

v
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Zealand, and Tasmania, a vast extent of territory in
different parts of Africa, and in Asia—a country which 8§, fifth
supports a population of 286 millions of people. -

| CANADA :
I 8,470,257 SQUARE MILES. ; In ad

AUSTRPALIA .
8,171,978 SQUARE MILES.
l¢———INDIA #'
1,878,044 SQUARE MILES,

SOUTH AFRICA
250,000 SQUARE MILES.
[ UNITED KINGDOM
\Izl,lls SQUARE MILES,

NEW ZEALAND
WOsz SQUARE MILES.
ENGLAND
51,000 SQUARE MILES.

IRELAND
WISB SQUARE MILES.
BORNEO
w,ooo SQUARE MiLES.
“BCOTLAND

8C,200 SQUARE MILES.
HONDURAS
7,562 SQUARE MILES.

JAMAICA
4,193 SQUARE MILES.,

FiG. .—DIAGRAM SHOWING COMPARATIVE AREAS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
AND PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES WITHIN THE EMIIRE, 1

If we add to these the islands we possess in the East and
West Indies, and others scattered throughout the Atlantic,
Pacific, and Indian Oceans, we find that the British
Empire actually comprises only a little less than one-fifth
of the land surface of the globe. '
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A

This immense area is inhabited by rather more than

Wne-fifth of the whole estimated population of the world. .

The Ocean Empire.

In addition to its remarkable size and vast population
Mhe Empire Mas another special characteristic which we
Should observe with attention.-

It is sometimes called An Oceanic Empire, and there
Ms, perhaps, no single phrase which expresses so well the
Wmnost marked point of difference between. it and other large
Btates. All the great oceans wash its shores. Water, more
Whan land, forms its boundaries, and the sea is the chief
Wneans of connection between its different parts. A larger
proportion of its people finds employment on the sea than
s the case in other countries. The ocean trade of its
cople is greater than that of any nation of present or
ast times. British ships not only carry British commerce,
ut also a large part of the merchandise exchanged between
Wothercountries. We are almost as much interested in keeping

afe the great ocean highways over which these ships pass

s in guarding the streets of our cities in which traffic is
aily going on. -

We see therefore that the expression ‘“ oceanic” means
p great deal when ‘applied to the British Empire. -, Indeed,
he greatness and prosperity of the State to which we
belong seem to depend as much upon our connection with
he sea as upon the extensive possessions of land of which
wve have spoken. It is impossible to understand the British
WEmpire and its relation to other States unless we constantly
kkeep in mind how much of its interests are upon the ocean.




ROUND THE EMPIRE.

We are accustomed to speak of the ocean as separating
Miron, anc

countries or continents from each other. Before peopie
understood the art of navigation this was quite true, and
it still seems to be so.

apparent than real.

Oceans do not Divide.

It is very necessary, therefore, that people who inhabit

divide.

For trading purposes, particularly, the ocean is much |

more a uniter than a divider. Goods are carried much
more cheaply by sea than by land.

to London.

It costs about the same price to carry a bale of wool
from London to Yorkshire, a distance of about two hundred §
miles, as to bring it fully 12,000 miles by water from New 3

Zealand to London.

An ironmaster pays as much to bhave his heavy iron |
goods carried from the Midland Counties to Liverpool as
from Liverpool to the farthest parts of the world. So in |
many ways we find, when we want to send, goods abroad,
or to get back the products of other couttfies, that the |

ocean, instead of dividing, really furnisheg the easiest and

cheapest means of intercourse. The great woollen, cotton, i

But great changes have taken place =
which make the separation caused by the ocean more 3
& materfals
W the ends
A people o
B get rid o
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WMiron, and other manufactures in this country, which give
¥ work to so many millions of our people, could not be so
Mextensive as they are were it not for the cheapnegs with

for the workers, and the cotton, wool, afid other
from

" l Shortemng Tﬁne is Equal to Shortenmg Dlstance

It is true that we cannot shorten space, but we can

Wshorten time, and in point of time oceans now separate
¥ much less than they did fifty years ago.

We cross the
Atlantic with steamships in as many days as it once took
weeks by sailing vessels. Many thousands of people cross
every year to transact business or to spend a few weeks’
hohday on either side. Britain and Australia are less than
thirty days apart, and every week great steamships laden
with goods and passengers start from one to the other.
This is not all. The telegraph wire \stretches under
the sea as well as over the land, and puts remote parts of
the world into almost instant touch with each other. You
can send a message to Canada or Australia and get an
answer in a few hours, or even in a few minutes. The
morning or evening papers in Melbourne or Montreal have
in them every day a great deal ot the same news from
all parts of the world which appears on the same day
in English papers, so that all | ounu*athe world British
people are thinking of the sam¢ mgs at the same time.
It is said that the sum of one thousand pounds is spent
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every day in paying for messages between Australia and
Britain alone.

Thus we see that in many ways it is a mistake to think
in these days that oceans divide, any more than land does.

British Citizenship.

Great numbers of people go away every year from the
United Kingdom to find homes and employment for them-
selves in distant lands.

The same thing happens in other crowded European
countries, such as Germany, Italy, Sweden, or Denmark.
But one great difference between the case of emigrants
from any of these countries and of those from our own
must be noted. Those nations do not possess great terri-
tories abroad such as we have, and therefore, when a
German, Italian, or Scandinavian emigrates from his
native land, he has usually not only to give up his home,
but also his nationality. He must become a citizen of a
different State, live under a different flag, be governed by
different laws, and change his old relations of life in
many ways. pe
The Variety of the Empire.

With us it is quite different. '

An inhabitant of the United:Kin m may go to
countries which cover a large part of the world, and still be
a Bn itish citizen—protected by the same ﬂag——governed by
the same laws—and, if he wish it, enjoying life in ways
very similar to those to which he has been accustomed. ‘

The choice which is open to anyone who wishes. to leave §
these islands and still remain a British subject is very |
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Semariable. If he desire to retain many of the customb of
Wife with which he is familiar, and to live among people of
Ris own race, he can do so in those temperate regions of
%he earth which we have settled in Canada, New Zealand,
®r Australia. If he prefer to seek an entire change of
®limate and to live among a strange race, he can do so in
Mndia, in parts of Africa, and in some of the tropical

Wslands which belong to the Empire. Among our other

Wossessions he may find almost every variety of climate

nd the most varied conditions of life.

% He may go to regions where the people are employed

®hiefly in agricultural or pastoral pursuits. In these he

Snay choose between places adapted for cultivating wheat

Wr rice, tea or coffee, grapes or sugar-cane or tobacco—

Mhe fruits of the temperate zones or those of the tropics.

He can find large districts peculiarly fitted for rearing
Meattle and horses, or others where almost everyone is
Wengaged in rearing sheep. He may choose parts of the
Fmpire where people gain their living chiefly from the
orests, or from fisheries, or from mines of gold, silver,
in, copper, or coal. He may find a home by the sea-
Wcoast or on wide prairies, in mountainous districts or
Wheside great inland lakes and rivers.

Or, again, the emigrant may select some centre where
mew cities are rapidly growing up and where there is an
ppportunity for industry and skill of almost every kind.

But wherever he goes and whatever he does he will
W constantly be reminded that he has not lost his connection
with this country. Not only will he still be under the
same flag and governed for the most part by the same
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laws, but he will also find that in his business or in.

dustry he will still be closgly bound up with the business
and industry of the pedple of the United Kingdom.

The books which he reads, the clothes that he wears B

the tools which he uses, will in many cases come from

which we at home require.

Round the Empire.

It is to see our British people in the homes which

Crossix

b shall s

thern p
sts and

asts, and
the Old Country, while he will send back in return the
products of his industry—wool, cotton, wheat, sugar, beef, 3

mutton, gold, silver, copper, and a thousand other articles ‘ ve to s

p range
Passing

rulec

they have made abroad—to learn something about. the

countries which they have occupied, the work ‘they do, “
their habits of life, the connection of their industry with &

ours, the many ways in which we are all bound together
by common interests and duties, that we are now about
to visit the distant parts of the Empire.

To do this we must make a tour all around the world.

First, crossing the Atlantic to America, we shall there *f

~ be able to study Canada and Newfoundland in the north,

and further south Bermuda, the West India Islands, our §

two possessions of British Guiana and British Honduras on

the adjoining mainland, and the islands which we have §

occupied off Cape Horn.

If from the western coast of Canada we cross the §
Pacific Ocean, we may observe the various groups of small §
islands which we possess over its vast surface, and then |
visit in the_Southern Hemisphere the great colonies of

New Zealan‘ Australia and Tasmania.
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Let us
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Crossing the Indianmr¢Ocean from Australia to Africa,

b shall see how our countrymen have already occupied the

thern part of that continent, have established important
sts and ‘'hold- territory along the western and eastern

psts, and at many points are gradually extending inland

e range of their influence.
Passing on to the continent of Asia, we shall there

Ceylon, parts of Borneo and New Guinea, and the
ny islands and ports which are under our flag in the
dian and China seas, must next be noted. It will then
ain for us to complete our tour by visiting these im-
many

stralasia chiefly comes to Europe—the one through the
ez Canal and the Mediterranean Sea, the other around
e Cape of Good Hope.

Crossing the Ocean.—Good-bye.

Let us' try to picture to ourselves a scene such as we
py observe almost any day in the week all the year
nd if we go down to the docks of a great shipping
Pt like London, Liverpool, or Glasgow.

A great ocean steamboat is starting for Canada, Aus-
plia, South - Africa, or the United States.
st gangs of men have been busy stowing away into

For days
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her vast hold merchandise of many kinds, chiefly goods¥
manufactured in the factories and workshops of Britain,
and selected to suit the wants of the country to which th¢
vessel is going. Other gangs of men have been filling}
her bunkers with hundreds of tons of coal, which will bé
required as fuel for the engines that drive her across
the wide seas over which she must pass. The heavy bag.}
gage of passengers, containing things they do not wan(}
to use during the voyage, but which they will require i
the lands to which they go, is being stowed away in the}
baggage-rooms below deck. Hundreds of post-bags, full
of letters and papers, have been brought on board and!
sent to the mail-room. ]

Passengers are coming on board, and mingled with}
them on the decks and wharves are the crowds of friends}
who have come to say farewell, or the spectators who are}
always drawn together by the*departure of an ocean}
steamship. J

Porters are busy carrying luggage, steam is up, and}
the officers are at their posts. :

All is ready at last—a bell rings—visitors hasten to}
leave the ship; the gangways are drawn in; the cables}
which fasten the vessel are loosed ; the captain touches 2§
bell ; down in the engine-room the huge pistons begin tof
move ; and then amid shouts of good-bye, the tears of those]
sad at parting, the cheers of the light-hearted, and much}
waving of hats and handkerchiefs, the great vessel glides}
smoothly away on her long voyage. :

Sometimes this scene is varied a little, when the steam-}
ship has to be anchored, as often happens at Liverpool, far
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chiefly good ikt in the river Mersey, and passengers are brought to her
s of Britain @ a smaller steam-vessel or * tender’” from the landing-
to which the gl ge.

> been filling} The Mouth of the Mersey.

vhich will l)[u

B It is on a steamship thus leaving the Mersey that we
ve her acrosg

e to cross the Atlantic and begin our tour of the British

1e heavy bag S pire. As we stand on the deck, let us begin at once

do not wan(}
vill require in}
away in the
»ost-bags, full
n board and

look around us. On our right is Liverpool, on our left
be large town of Birkenhead. For miles on either side
retches the long line of docks and quays, crowded with
bssels of every description. From what we see we can
sily understand that Liverpool is one of the largest
hipping ports in the world. No less than 23,000 vessels
ter and leave the port in a single year. What is it that
ings so many ships to Liverpool? It is not that the
rbour itself is a very good one. On the contrary, the
trance to the Mersey is very difficult, and sometimes
: Mhngerous.
m is up, andS9 A par of sand formed by the current and the tide lies
: Mcross the entrance, and in foggy weather or at low tide
ips cannot cross it. The bar .itself is perpetually
anging its position and its shape, and the Mersey pilots
: Mave to study its changes with the greatest care. Why
tons begin tofc, i Liverpool one of the greatest ports in the world?
tears of those S04 reason is that behind it is the richest and most
ed, and m}ICh pulous district in England with the exception of London.
 vessel glides@hne cotton-mills of Lancashire alone make many millions of
ards of cotton materials in the year, and every pound of
en the steam- 8¢ raw cotton required to supply the looms of Lancashire
Liverpool, far 8omes to the Mersey.

ors ‘hasten to
1; the cables:
ain touches a’
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But where there are many mills there will be man$
workers, and the workers must be fed. English fieli}
and pastures no longer furnish sufficient corn or cattle (¥
supply their wants. Sometimes in a single year 20,000,008
quarters of wheat, and hundreds of thousands of cattle, a )
imported into Great Britain, and a large.part of bot]
come to Liverpool. Besides the live cattle, millions &
pounds of meat are brought to the port. This Yoes n
nearly exhaust the list of commodities which are broug
into the Mersey in enormous quantities for the use ¢
the great manufacturing population of Lancashire, Yorl§
shire, and other parts of the North of England. '

The ships which come to the Liverpool wharves wi
full cargoes leave them again as full. Cotton and wooll{8
goods made in our mills, machinery from our iron-work}
and hundreds of other articles manufactured in th;
country, are exported from Liverpool to all parts of i
world. We should remember all these facts, for they tead
us a lesson which we shall observe to be true in mar’
other places as well as Liverpool. We shall find that§
great harbour only becomes a great commercial po3
when it has at the back of it a wealthy and populog
country, requiring the productions of other lands as
seeking in them a market for what it has to sell.

Great ships pass us coming up the stream as we ¢
down. Here are two steamers arriving at their JeS
tination at the same hour. One has come nearly 10,0
miles from the far East, bringing tea from Hong Ko
in China. The other has made a voyage of about 8,5l
miles from the West Coast of South America, and h
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will be ma, BPught from Chili a cargo of nitrate to be used.as manure
English ficl llflon our English fields. We see many other ships coming
n or cattle (M@m different corners of the world, with cargoes of various
sar 20,000,0( Epds. Others are setting out for distant ports.

ls of cattle, a§
.part of bof
le, millions

The Flags of the Nations.

Notice the difference in the flags which they carry.
an agreement between the Governments of all countries

This does n# '
'h are broucl@ery ship must carry some flag showing to what country
" o

for the use (¥ belongs.

That large steamer coming up the river carries the red,

ite, and black flag of Germany. The blue, white, and

yonder is the famous Fremch tricolour, on board a
amer from Havre or Bordeaux ; the red and yellow is a
@aniard from Barcelona.

Inside the docks are many sailing-ships carrying large
ght flags made up of several crosses with a great deal of
for they tea yellow, and blue in them ; these are timber-ships from
true in mad Seden or Norway.
all find that @ On the foremast of one great steamer fly the ¢ stars
mmercial poll stripes” of the United Btates, showing us that the
+ and populo Wsel has just arrived from New York. But there is
her lands o %€ flag which we see more often than all the others put
-y WBether : a bright red flag with the Union Jack in the
roam as. we SO It is the “red enmsign,” which I hope every
AR clishman knows is the flag borne by all the merchant-
ps of the British Empire.

It is not wenderful, you will perhaps say, that in a
itish port the British flag should be the most con-
cuous, But sail the wide world round, follow every

ncashire, Yorl}
nd. '
. wharves wit
on and woolld
our iron-works
ctured in thy
Il parts of t}

113
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pathway of the ocean, and enter every port where ships a pland, e
to be found, and you will find our own red ensign on mq #®ville, so

than half the ships you see.

Outward Bound. There i

k!
Now we have crossed-the Mersey bm:, and as nigl i@ our voy
falls, the coast of England sinks out of sight behind u

FIG. 2.—WHITE STAR STEAMER ‘‘ MAJESTIC.”
(From a Photograph by Medrington, 29, Bold Street, Liverpool.)

-But we have not yet quite said good-bye to the Unite
Kingdom. As we steer North-West we see on our lf
the coast of Ireland, on our right the coast of Scotlant
The mouth of Belfast Lough opens to the West. A litt¥
further North and the lights on the Mull of Cantire i}
Scotland and Fair Head in Ireland show us that we ar!
in that crowded channel by which ships pass into ti
Clyde and up to Glasgow. In the morning our vess
turns sharply from her direct course around the North

of sighi

l Now tl
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pland, enters Lough Foyle, ahd comes to anchor at
pville, some miles below the famous town of Derry.

vhere ships a
nsign on mo

The Mails.

There is, of course, a special reason for this interruption
our voyage. Hours after we left Liverpool yesterday
pple in London and other large towns were writing
ers or posting newspapers which our ship is to carry to
nada.
Sent off in the evening, the mails have been carried
ing the night by fast trains to Holyhead in Wales,
nce by a swift packet-boat across St. George’s Channel
ingstown, and again hurried on by rail to catch us here.
this trouble is taken that we may carry with us the very
pst news and the very latest messages of business men
friends. A tender is waiting to receive the mail-bags
moment they arrive at Moville and to bring them off
pur ship, With the returning tender you can, if you
h, send a sixpenny telegram, which will go to any
t of the United Kingdom, to let your friends know
t you are thus far on your voyage safe and well.

As soon as the mails are on board the anchor is weighed,
|, with full steam ahead, in a few hours we find ourselves

of sight of land upon the broad Atlantic. - “

and as nigl g

rht behind u

iverpool.)

to the Unite
ee on our l%
st of Scotlan®
Vest. A Nitt¥
of Cantire |
1s that we ar

Fellow Passengers.

Now that we are out at sea let us look around at
fellow passengers. Most of them are British like
elves—either Canadians, who have cope to this
ntry for business or pleasure, and are now, after a short

pass into th:

ng our Vvess

the North &
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stay, returning to Canada, or else emigrants who ar
leaving the old country for the first time to try thei
fortunes on the banks of the St. Lawrence or in the gre:
Canadian North-West. '

A few others there are who cannot speak English, ( @&

who speak it but poorly. These are Swedes, or Danes, (&
Germans, hardy, honest, industrious men who are leavin
their own land to find a home under the British flag. 13
Canada they will be welcome, and there they will so
learn the English tongue and become excellent Briti
subjects.

That short, dark man is a Japanese, returning to Toki}
to teach his quick-witted countrymen what he has lean}
during a couple of years’ stay in Europe. His home 1513
the far East, and yet he is now starting with us Westwan}
We shall see later on that he has chosen the shortest an}
easiest route by which to return.

But far the greater number of those with us a
hard-working men and women of our own British rac3
English, Irish, and Scotch. Some have families of bo#
and girls with them, some not. Altogether there af
several hundreds of emigrants on board.

Emigration.

It was said at the beginning of this chapter that vess#
like the one we are on, leave British ports almost evel
day in the whole year for some distant part of the worl
They carry away with them immense quantities of good
but equally wonderful is the number of men, women, a§
children which they take out of the country. "

are
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It is surprising to learn how great the number is.

illions of people of British birth left these islands to
nd homes in distant lands. This stream of emigration
ill goes on. In 1888 the number which left was a little
er 280,000; in 1889 it was 254,000, in 1890 218,000.
us the numbers for a single year are equal to the
ppulation of a great town like Leeds or Bradford..

Why People Emigrate.

It is worth while thinking why all this stream of
ople has kept pouring away from this country for so
any years, and still keeps on going. It is easy to tell a

Wod many of the chief reasons for it.

For a long time lists haye been kept ofth numbers
rich go every year. From\studying these lists we find
at when times are prosperous and labour plentiful the

iled, or when times are bad and labour scarce, 1t
creases rapidly. This shows you that a great many
ave because they cannot find work in this crowded

@untry, and so make up their minds to go to places where

ey think labourers are needed.
Some go in the hope of making a fortune quickly.
ese are often energetic men, who are doing very well

B this country, and are not at all compelled to leave it.

ut they have heard of gold, or silver, or diamond

ines, where men have made themselves rich by a few

eeks or months of work, and they hope to do the same.

ometimes they succeed, but more commonly they are
c
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want, they at least often find that theff can make for 3
themselves comfortable and pleasant honi§s in the lands to
which they gb. .

Some go from a love of adventure. They have heard of ¢
the rough life in the Australian bush, in Canadian forests, 8
or out on the prairies, of hunting, fishing, or explora 3
tion in strange countries or ambng strange races, and, <8
discontented with a quiet life at home, they go abroad ti 3
see new lands and have new experiences. All through our ¥
history we may see how this spirit of roving and adventur
seems to have been in our British blood. It brought our
Saxon ancestors away from Germany across the North Se: |
to explore and fight and find new homes, and later it senf
men like Drake, Raleigh, Cook, and Anson on strangc
enterprises all around the world. /Every year it send:}
numbers of young Englishmen to c/imb the most difficul}
mountain-peaks or hunt in lonely jungles, merely from ]
desire to attempt something never accomplished before
If a brave leader wishes to find a way to,/the North Pole
or a bold explorer wants to penetrate into ‘the heart of
Africa, he always fi plenty of volunteérs ready t
follow him, though in ‘the one case( they are likely to
perish by cold, and in the other by/ﬁ{e desert heat. Thi®
love of adventure sometimes temp}s people to try very
foolish things, but it has had-a great deal to do with the}
spread of our race over the world. ‘ 4

Often a man with a large family, even though he i
doing very well here, goes abroad to one of the Colonics}
because he thinks that in a new country his children wil
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get all they
an make for ,
 the lands to

ave a better chance than they would if they &rrew up here.
He breaks his ties with the old land, and starts life again
n a new one, for the sake of those who come after him.

¥ Once more, there is always a great deal of money in
have heard of S} country which the owners want to employ in business
adian forests, Snterprises. Rich men often find that it pays bést to

, or explora Bce this in new or distant countries. So they génd out

> races, and, gineers and workmen to build railroads and/construct
go abroad {3 ridges, or open mines, and agents or clerks to direct their
1 through our Sy ciness for them. Hundreds of millions of British money
and adventurc 86 thus employed in distant parts of the world, and
t brought our S ousands of Englishmen are employed abroad in its
he North Se: 3% anagement.
d later it sent s These are some of the chief causes which help to swell
n on strang: She tide of emigration from our shores. But we must not fail
year it sends 3o notice that, while so many go away, population goes on
most difﬁc"“"_ creasing rapidly at home. There are ‘about four million
nerely from :nore people in the United Kingdom ‘now than there were
lished before Sen years ago. (We shall see after a while that the more

e North Pole, Bur people go abroad the more likely is there to be plenty

he heatt o 8f work for those who stay at home, with abundant and
rs ready tiSheap food to support the workers.

are likely to )

rt heat. ThicH Land ahead!—Newfoundland.

e to try very !
o do with thes

When we have been about five days at sea, the weather,
itherto bright and warmjchanges : the sky is overcast, and
heavy fog lies on the water. A thermometer would show
s that the actual temperature of the sea-water has gone
own several degrees. The men on the look-out redouble
heir watchfulness, for the fog may hide many dangers. 4

1 though he is
* the Colonies®
s children will}
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What is the meaning of this sudden"change? It means
that we are approaching the land, and are nearing the 3
coast of Newfoundland. At this point a cold current meets 3
us, coming from the Polar Sea, bringing with it great 3
icebergs broken off from the masses of ice which every- 3
where surround the North Pole. East of the coast of New- 3
foundland this cold water meets a warm current which flows 3
across the Atlantic from the Gulf of Mexico to the shores =
of Great Britain, and which is known as the Gulf Stream. |
The warm southern current has filled the atmosphere with 2
moisture, which is condensed into vapour by the colder
water of the north, and thus are created the dense fogs which §

so frequently hang around the island of Newfoundland.

Not only have the sailors to fear that in the fog the J
ship may come in collision with some other vessel, but |
there is the danger that at any moment the look-out may §
see, towering above, the white form of some gigantic iceberg. 8

The speed of the ship is reduced for greater safety, and |

a careful look-out enables us to avoid all perils.

Soon we begin to see numbers of sailing-boats rocking ]
upon the waves. These are the boats of the cod-fishers, of |
whom we shall learn more when we come to speak of |
Newfoundland. At present our steamship is bound farther §

west.
The Short Cut across the Atlantic.

In the summer months a steamship going from Great }
Britain to Canada has the choice of two routes—one by
the north of Newfoundland through the Straits of
Belleisle, which gives the shortest passage to Quebec
or Montreal; the other south of Newfoundland, which
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is always used for reaching the ports of Halifax or St.
John, and for entering the St. Lawrence also when there
is danger of delay from meeting ice by the northern route.

As we are now nearly across the Atlantic, it is well to
note one or two points with regard to the routes by which

Liverpool to Quebec 2693 m!s.
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FIG. 3.—STEAMER ROUTES ACROSS THE ATLANTIC.

that ocean may be crossed. From Liverpool to Halifax is

2,680 miles, from Liverpool to Quebec by the Straif of L Iy gg
Belleisle is 2,698 miles; but from Liverpool t%ew T Poot
York in the United States is 8,025 miles. Subtract 2,680 0
from 8,028, and we shall sce how much further it is to the. IT'
chief port of the United States than to the British port of
Halifax. Now a glance at the map shows that New York) 0

is a good deal further from Liverpool than Halifax, and a° ' 40

Traduy
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little further than Quebee. But from the map we cannot &
well understand how great the difference is, and we must look %
at the globe before we can do so. The lines which circle
the globe and are known as parallels of latitude grow longer |
and longer as they get near to the centre line or Equator.

The further north the shorter the distance around the #hi

globe. Halifax is many miles north of New Ycrk, and '7

Quebec still further. A ship, therefore, sailing from

Liverpool to Quebec or Halifax moves along a smaller 3
circle than when sailing to New York. As both of the &
Canadian ports are also east of New York, you can now §

understand why Halifax has an advantage of 345 miles, W

and Quebec of 332 miles, over New York in the length of
the passage between them and Liverpool. This is almost as &
far as a good steamship can go in a day. Canadian ports,
therefore, give a route between Europe and America con-
siderably shorter than harbours further south. ’

The St. Lawrence.

Our vessel is to go by the shorter voyage to Halifax, as
we wish to cross Canada from East to West. The traveller,
however, who in summer goes by the more northern 3
passage finds it the grandest and most impressive of all §
the approaches to the American continent. As he enters }
the Straits of Belleisle he can reflect that from this point
to the head of Lake Superior, at the heart of the continent,
2,384 miles distant, is an unbroken system of navigation
by gulf, river, lake, or canal. 1

Passing through the narrow passage which separates 3
the rock-bound coasts of Labrador from those of New- |
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) we cannot ‘@bundland, he finds himself in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
re must look

vhich eircle

he land-locked sea which is the chief centre of Canada’s
st fishing industries. Sailing westward past the large
land of Anticosti, he enters the mouth of the 8t. Lawrence,
e of the greatest rivers of the world—the outlet for lakes

around the thich contain nearly one-half of all the fresh water on the

Yerk, and

iling from

lobe. As the river narrows so that its banks may be
pen, he finds them settled by a population gradually
rowing denser as he ascends the stream.

The river itself is seen to be already one of the im-
ortant routes of the world’s commerce. Sailing-vessels
den with timber or wheat ; steamships carrying live cattle,
r cargoes of meat, cheese, flour, fruit, or other provisions,

urope are ascending the stream. Further up, the scenery
rows more striking and beautiful, till at last the traveller
pmes in sight of that which so stirred the enthugiasm of
e first explorexs of the country—the noble promontory on
hich are situated the historic city and citadel of Quebec.

The Southern Route.

But we must go back to the less magnificent, though
arcely less interesting, approach to the coast of Nova
cotia, the most eastern Province of Canada. KEscaping
om the fogs of Newfoundland, we steam towards the
We sce that the channel through
hich we enter is narrow enough to be well defended

hich we pass. To the left, along the sides of the harbour,
ses the city, crowned by the citadel, high over which

|

\
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floats the flag of England. Ahead of us, stretching inland

for some miles, is ‘Bedford Basin, a splendid sheet of |

water in which the whole navy of Britain could easily

be anchored. * A part of it is there gs we enter, for §

II:\lifax 1s the chief station for the British North

FIG. 4.—BLRITISH MEN-OF-WAR IN HALIFAX HARBOUR.

American squadron.

forms, are mingled among the crowd.

New Friends under Old Names.
The emigrants on board who are watching everything

closely may see that the new land to which.they havl

As our steamship comes up to he !
pier, we see that it is crowded with people—some waiting ]
to meet friends, others drawn together by mere curiosiy §
British soldiers and British sailors, in their familiar uni
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treets from the names over
he shop doors—Smith, Brown,
obinson ; O’Brien, O’ Donnell,
aley ; McDonald, Fraser,
[cGregor—here are English,
rish and Scotch names re-
cated over and over again.
Here, again, is an English
'hurch, and there a Presby-
erian ; Methodist, Baptist, or

ship are not far off. So it is,
ve shall find, over a large part
of our widespread British world.

From Ocean to Ocean by
Rail.

The last thing we ak
on board at Moville was the
mails ; they are the first to be
landed at Halifax. At the

special train is waiting to
receive them. Soon they are

LEAVING THE OLD COU}(’TRY,

Roman Catholic places of wor-

railwvay station, not far off, a

FIG, 5.—CANADIAN PACIFIC TRAIN PASSING SCHUSWAP LAKE, BRITISH COLUMBIA,
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all on board, together with such passengers as have been
ready to transfér themselves with their baggage at once &
from the steamship. f

The train starts off. That line of rails over which it}
moves stretches away to the westward without a single

FIG. 6.—THE BNOW-PLOUGH AT WORK.,

break for more than 3,500 miles. It runs by thousands *
of fertile farms, through cities and villages, through
gloomy forests—over wide, rushing rivers spanned by some
of the largest bridges in the world, across prairies which }
seem to have no end—along the edge of precipices—over §

the summits of lofty mountains, and then down again
through sunny valleys till it has reached the waters of the
Pacifiec. All this time it has been on British soil. At

* Separate
estward to

estern Cani
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ch of the cities where the train stops it leaves some of
e mail-bags taken on board at Liverpool and Moville.
e letters and newspapers which they contain are soon
stributed all over the country, and not only through
pnadian cities and villages, but also in the loneliest
rmhotises on the prairie or in the forest, the messages

Mhd news from home are being read.*

thousands &
’ through
:d by some |
ries which 1
nices—over |
)wn again [§
ters of the ¢
soil. At §

By spending a few shillings on a cable message, a
pssenger can, when he reaches Halifax, let his friends at
pme know in a few minutes that his ocean voyage is
fely over. Even if he does not do this, they may easily
d out, if they choose, about the arrival of his ship.
very morning many of the chief papers in the United
ingdom publish lists which show what British vessels
ave arrived, on the day before, at the principal ports in
| parts of the world. This intelligence is collected by
e newspapers because so many of the people who read
em are interested in knowing about the coming and
oing of the ships which carry mails, passengers, or mer-

handise.

* Separate trains are usually provided for the emigrants who are going
estward to the remoter parts of Canada. These trains are specially
epared for the comfort of travellers during a journey of several days
d nights. At night the cars are furnished with sleeping-berths, and
iring the day “ kitchen cars” are attached to each train, so that meals
n be cooked and eaten while the journey is geing on. An emigrant

hin now be transferred from Great Britain to the prairies of North-

estern Canada in eleven or twelve days, and with very little fatigue.
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FIG.7.—THE BEAVER AND THE MAPLE-LEAF.

CHAPTER 1I.

THE GE{EAT DOMINION.

The Size of Canada.

Tuis great country to which we have come is the D
minion of Canada. Stretching East and West from fl
Atlantic to the Pacific, about 3,500 miles, and from tl
Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes northward
the Polar Sea; with an area of about three and a h
millions of square miles, or nearly as great as the whole

Europe ; 1t is the largest state of the British Empire. Wit
more than five millions of inhabitants already, it has roos
within its wide borders for many millions more. If, whef
we have crossed the Atlantic, we were to land at Halifi§
or St. John, the most Eastern ports, we should find that
least six days and nights of steady travelling by an expres

train, including necessary stoppages, would be required f

carry us from one side of Canada to the other. This fac

may help us to understand how vast the country is.

But befo
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‘A gerted 1t




THE GREAT DOMINION. 29

How Canada became a Part of the Empire.
But before we say more about this great country, it is
| that we should learn how it became a part of the British
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FI1G. 8.—QUEBEC, FROM THE ST, LAWRENCE.

v

mpire. That it should ever do so seemed very unlikely
r more than two centuries after its discovery. The
hrly settlers were French, and the Government of France
certed itself greatly to build up here a powerful French




30 ROUND THE EMPIRE.

community. This it succeeded in doing, and yet ti
people are now British citizens and the country a part
the Empire. That we may understand how this came ahof§
let us visit the famous city of Quebec. Why (‘0 we sa

FIG. 9.—MONUMENT TO GENERAL WOLFE.

the fumous city of Quebec? The reason is found in it§

history.
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th, we pass through an archway which was the ancient
itrance to the fortress, and furnished with massive gates.
oing up still higher, we reach the terrace of the citadel.
fen have said, after travelling all round the world, that they
d seen no nobler view than that whfcﬁ)?eets the eye from
is terrace as one looks down upon the broad St. Lawrence,
. cliffs of Point Levis opposite, the fertile island of Orleans
Wclow, and the blue Laurentian hills in the distance. But
W c must look further than this noble view to find that which
Whakes Quebec most famous.  We leave the city by andther
ate, and at some distance on the open plain see a lofty
Upon it is the simple inseription: |

Shonument of stone.

HERE DIED
WOLFE
VICTORIOUS,
SEP. XII,
MDCCLIX.

he battle on the Plains of Abraham, in which General
Volfe fell, was one of the turning-points in the world’s
istory. Canada, hitherto colonised and governed by
rance, now became a part of the British Empire. The
rench people of the Province of Quebec became British
bjects, and what had before been doubtful was now
ettled, namely, that people of British stock, rather than
rench, should control the greater part of the North
American Continent. We can now understand what
ople are thinking of when they speak of Quebec as a
ery famous city. |
How Canada has been Kept for the Empire.

We have seen how Canada was taken from France.

et me now say ‘something about how it has been kept for
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England. Not many years after Wolfe’s great victory at 8@ 1In 18]
Quebec, the war of the American Revolution broke out S8 nited St
The English colonies south of Canada revolted from tl S@ndertook
Mother Country, and established an independent GYovern. S@opulation
ment of their own under the name of the United States 88,000,000
Wishing to conquer Canada, they made an attack upo, S@repared
Quebec, but were defeated, and their general was slain, i ##'rench C:
an attempt to capture the citadel. ‘Already the Frenci Sew regul:
people of the Province had become so satisfied with Britisi 88 Their
rule that they assisted in repelling the invaders Wf the U
\ Woint of a
The ‘Loyalists.” any val
Soon after this, Canada received a large body o arrendere
settlers who had a great influence on the future history oF velop
the country. When the war of the American Revolutio} ny.the (
was over, there were still in the United States a consider pnsidered
able number of people who had throughout continued loyi3
to the British Government. .Unwilling to remain i
citizens of the new }{epubhe, and in some cases suffering @ But C:
persecution there, great numbers of them removed t¢
Canada. They have always been known and honoured
the United Empire Loyalists, These Loyalists, to th&
“number of about 40,000, found homes in the Provinces o
Ontario, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, districts thed
covered almost entirely with forest, but whiclt soon becand
filled by their labours with pleasant farms’and prosperou
villages and towns. It was not long,“yever, before thef
were called upon to defend the ho they had thu

created and the flag which they had sacrificed and suffere]
so much to live under. 3
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at vietory af In 1812 war again broke out between Britain and the
n broke out #/nited States, and the peoplg of the latter country again
ed from tle @ndertook the cogiquest of Cdwmada. Although the whole
lent GYovern. @opulation of Canada was then but 800,000, against
vited States 88,000,000 of their hostile neighbours, the country boldly
attack upoy @@repared to meet the coming dangeér.— Loyalists and
was slain, i #rench Canadians fought with equal bravery beside the
s the French #ew regulars of the British army then stationed in Canada.

with British Their efforts were crowned with success; the troops
- Bt the United States were driven back at almgst every
( int of attack, and when the war closed in lSiﬂ)ough
3 pany valuable lives had been lost, no inch of*soil was

tge body o airrendered, and Canada has since been left free to
re history (aevelop herself as & part of the British Empire. In this
y ay the Canadian people have proved their right to be

n Revolutior ! - i
Wonsidered among the most patriotic of British citizens.

es a consider ™

mtinued loyi§ Self-Government for the Colonies.

o remain i} : :
i@ But Canadians had to learn to govern their country as
ases suffering ; g .
removed (el as defend it. When the different provinees were

st settled or taken possession of, governors, judges, and
her officers were sent out from England to manage their
fairs, and make and administer their laws. Now it is a
paracteristic of our British people when they go abroad,
st as it is at home, that they desire, so far as it is
pssible and wise, to govern themselves. This does not
ean that every man wishes to do as he pleases, for good
pvernment is not possible in that way. It means that he
shes to have a voice in making the laws by which he is
pverned.
D

1 honoured :u
lists, to thil
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As the new provinces increased in population, they
soon began to feel that they could make their own local
laws better than anyone else, and that they ought to be
allowed to tax themselves and spend as they pleased
the money raised by taxation. After a great deal of
discussion, Parliament agreed to this claim that the
people of Canada had as much right to control their
taxation and like matters as the people of Great Britain
and Treland have in the United Kingdom, and so each
province was allowed to form a Legislatare or small
Parliament of its own, while it had a governor, not to
make laws, but to represent the Queen, and to oeceupy
in these Provincial Parliaments the same position as the
Queen occupies in the Imperial Parliament.

In this way the Canadian provinces secured the no'ht
of self-government under the Crown. This was a very
important step, since it has done more than anything else
‘to keep Canadians as contented and happy as are subjects
of the Empire in Britain itself.
all the great colonies where the inhabitants are chiefly of
British or European descent this same plan of leaving the
people to govern themselves is followed. Where the
people of a colony are chiefly of other races this cannot
be done, but even in that case our object is to give as

large a measure of self-government as possible to those who
are under our rule.

Canadian Confederation.

For many ycars after they were allowed. to ‘vem '

themselves the provinces of Canada remained independent
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ion, they of each other, each managing its own affairs in its own
et leed] way. But twenty-five years ago (in 1867) a great
ght 1o be change was x.nade. :

7 pleased The leading public men of the country met together,
T T TR, and planned a system by which all the provinces should be

gt the united under one Gove.rnment, with one great Parliament
teol - their to manage aﬁam.s it which the whole coundry was interested,
at Britain while each province kept its smaller Legislature to attend
b g o} to what only concerned itself.

This  Union was called The Canadian Confederation.
The Provinces united in this way then received in 1867
the name of *“The Dominion of Canada,” and Ottawa was
selected as the seat of Government. Since that time,
instead of a governor for each province, only one Governor-
General goes out from Great Britain to represent the
Queen, as the head of the Government in the Dominion.

At the head of this chapter we see a representation of
the Beaver at work surrounded by a border composed of
the beautiful Maple Leaf. The Beaver and the Maple Leaf
bave been chosen by the Canadians as national emblems
of the industry and wealth of their land. The beaver
always working busily among the timber by the water-side
in phe'great rivers is a fit emblem of the great “lumber-
ing ” and river industries of Canada, while the maple leaf,
gathered from the sugar maple, recalls the great agricul-

tural riches of a country of corn and of apples.
v
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CHAPTER III
“\ THE PHYSICAL FEATURES OF CANADA.

Wg have now learned how Canada became a part of the
British Empire, and why it has remained so. Let us now
consider some of the more striking features of the country.

Observe that on the East there is a great extent of
sea-coast, with many bays, gulfs, and inlets, chief among
which are the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the Bay of Fundy,
and Bay Chaleur, while further North is Hudson Bay,
an inland sea 1,000 miles long and 600 miles broad.

On the Western side of the continent, again, we find a
long stretch of sea-coast much broken up by bays, sounds,
and inlets, which offer remarkable opportunities for
navigation and commerce.

Thus Canada has a most striking maritime position on

two great oceans, the Atlantic, which lies between it and
Lurope, and the Pacific, which separates it from Asja.

The fisheries on the Eastern and Western A:ts are
probably the most valuable and extensive in the world,
and give employment to a large seafaring population.

Excellent timber is obtained with the greatest ease
close to the sea-coast, and consequently great encouragement
has been given to ship-building.

The people build and own great numbers of ships,
which are engaged in the fisheries, the coasting trade, and
that of the inland lakes, or in carrying on commerce with
distant parts of the world. As a result of all these
circumstances the Dominion stands third .in the number
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the natic
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of its merchant vessels and fourth in tonnage among all
the nations of the world.
Thus the maritime situation and industries of the
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3 of ships, 8@ country have given Canada, just as they have givcﬁ
» trade, and @@ Britain, many interests upon the ocean.

merce W‘tl} The Waterways of the Dominion.

f all these The feature of the Dominion which next deserves notice
the number 88 is its wonderful system of inland water communication.
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We have before spoken of the immense extent of the
country. Wide as it is, however, it is curiously open in
almost every part to the traveller, the trader,or the settler.
The most characteristic feature of Canada is the remarkable
number and size of its rivers. In connection with the
great lakes which have been mentioned, and other smaller
ones, these rivers stretch across the whole breadth of the
continent, and furnish it with an almost unbroken series
of water highways such as no other country in the world
possesses.

When #he Marquis of Dufferin was Governor-General of
Canada he described this wonderfub system of waterways
in a witty speech which he made at the city of Winnipeg
in Manitoba.

We shall quote a part of his grapliic deseription. After
mentioning that the small size of the maps on which the
figure of the world is depicted had prevented even educated
people from forming an adequate idea of the extent of the
British possessions in North America, he said :—

A Wonderful Picture.

“ Perhaps the best way of €orrecting such a misapprehen-
sion would be a summary: of the rivers which flow through
them, for we know that, as a poor man cannot live in a big
house, so a small country cannot support a big river.

“ Now to an Englishman or a Frenchman the Severn or
the Thames, the Seine or the Rhone, would appear con-
siderable streams ; but in the Ottawa, a mere affluent of the
8t. Lawrence, an affluent, moreover, which reaches the
parent stream six hundred miles from its mouth, we have
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a river near]} five hundred and fifty miles long, and three
or four times as big as any of them.

“ But even after having ascended the St. Lawrence itselt
to Lake Ontario, and pursued it across Lake Erie, 8t. Clair,
Lake Huron, and Lake Superior to Thunder Bay—a
distance of fifteen hundred miles, where are we? In the
estimation of a person who has made the journey, at the
end of all things; but to us, who know better, scarcely at
the beginning of the great fluvial systems of the Dominion;
for from that spot, that is to say, from Thunder Bay, we
are able at once te-ship our astonished traveller on to the
Kaministiquia, a river of some hundred miles long. Thence,
almost in a straight line, we launch him on to Lake
Shebandowan, and Rainy Lake and- River—a magnificent
stream three hundred yards broad and a couple of hundred
miles long, down whose tranquil bosom he floats to the Lake
of the Woods, where he finds himself on a sheet of water
which, though diminutive as compared with the inland

seas he has left behind him, will probably be found§

sufficiently extensive to render him fearfully sea-sick during
his passage across it. ;
“For the last eighty miles of his voyage, however, he
will be consoled by sailing through a succession of land-
locked channels, the beauty of whose scenery, while it

resembles, certainly excels the far-famed Thousand Islands
of the St. Lawrence.

“From this lacustrine paradise of sylvan beauty we are
able at once to transfer our friend to the Winnipeg, a
river whose existence in the very heart and centre of
the continent ig in itself one of Nature’s most delightful

lany a \

he \\g:; 0l
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miracles—so beautiful and varied are its rocky banks,
its tufted islands; so broad, so deep, so fervid is the
volume of its waters, the extent of their lake-like ex-
pansions, and the tremendous power of their rapids.

“ At last let us suppose we have landed our traveller at
the town of Winnipeg, the half-way house of the con-
tinent, the capital of the Prairie Province. Having
had so much of water, having now reached the home of
the buffalo, like the extenuated Falstaff he naturally
“babbles of green fields ” and careers in imagination over
the green grasses of the prairie. Not at all. We
take him down to your quay and ask him which he will
ascend first—the Red River or the Assiniboine—two
streams, the one five hundred miles long, the other four
hundred and eighty, which so happily mingle their waters
within your city limits. Affer having given him a
preliminary canter up these respective rivers we take him
off to Lake Winnipeg, an inland sea 300 miles long and
ipwards of 60 broad, during the navigation of which, for
nany a weary hour, he will find himself out of sight of
land, and probably a good deal more indisposed than ever
he was on the Lake of the Woods, or even the Atlantie.

“At the north-west angle of Lake Winnipeg he hits
1ipon the mouth of the Saskatchewan, the gateway to the
[North-West, and the starting point to another 1,500 miles
of navigable water flowing nearly due East and West
between its alluvial banks.

“ Having now reached the foot of the Rocky Mountains,
our Ancient Mariner—for by this time he will be quite
putitled to such an appellation—knowing that water cannot
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run up-hill, feels, certain his aquatic experiences are
concluded.

“He was never more mistaken. Weimmediately lanuch
“him upon the Athabasca and Mackenzie Rivers, and start
him on a longer trip than he has yet undertaken—the
navigation of the Mackenzie River alone exceeding 2,500
miles. If he survives this last exp@rience we wind up his
peregrinations by a concluding voyage of 1,400 miles down
the Fraser River, or, if he prefers it, the Thompson River,
to Victoria, in Vancouver, whence, having previously
provided him with a first-class return ticket for that
purpose, he will probably prefer getting home vid the
Canadian Pacific.

“ Now, in this enumeration, those who are acquainted
with the country are aware that, for the sake of brevity, I
have omitted thousands of miles of other lakes and rivers
which water various regions of the North-West :—the
QuAppelle River, the Belly River, Lake Manitoba, Lake
Winnipegosis, Shoal Lake, and others, along whose inter-
minable banks and shores I might have dragged, and
finally exterminated, our way-worn guest.” *

Natural Divisions. \
The vast breadth of Canada, which is watered by this
remarkable system of lakes and rivers, may be roughly
divided into four sections, each with a speeial character of
its own.
1. The great WoopraNDp REcioN, extending over the

* A larger map than can be given in this book may be used with
advantage in tracing out the course of Earl Dufferin’s imaginary journey.
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ences arc MBouth and East, and stretching from the Atlantic to the
pad of the great lakes at the western extremity of

ely launch ilintario.

‘and start 2. The great, PratrRIE COUNTRY, beginning with the

aken—the lllrovince of Manitoba, and extending westward to the foot

ling 2,500 @ the Rocky Mountains, with awvarying breadth from north

ind up his {8 south of some hundreds of miles.

niles down 3. The MountaiN REcioN, which includes all between

son River, Jlle Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean.

previously 4. The Arctic SLoPE of the continent, extending from

, for that e divisions already mentioned northward to the Frozen

e vid the flcean.

The Climate of Canada. ,

acquainted When Louis the Fifteenth of France was signing the

' brevity, ] leaty by which he gave up Canada to be a part of the

and rivers @liritish Empire, he is said to have exclaimed, “ After all,

Vest :—the illis only' a few acres of/snow.” . No doubt he said this to

itoba, Lake ke the loss of Francé and the gain of England seem less

hose inter- @llan they were. But he also expressed an opinion which

wgged, and s once very common about Canada. It was believed

pt the cold was so severe and the snow lay .so long upon

ground that the country was scarcely fit for men to

\ e in. We now know that this was a mistake, and that

red by thisgille climate of large ‘parts of Canada is well suited for

be roughly @ropeans, and particularly adapted for making the people
character of il the country healthy and hardy.

As Canada stretches from about the latitude of Naples

g over thefllItaly to the ocean which surrounds the North Pole, and

Reeasy it has lofty mountain ranges as well as level plains, the

inary journey. jJerences  of climate are great. Speaking generally of
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’
the provinces which have been settled, it may be said thyf

the winters are cold and the summers hot. All travelle
agree, however, that the exceeding.dryness of the atmg
sphere makes both cold and heat less felt than in countri
where the air is moist.

In the Eastern or Maritime Provinces the winte
climate is made less severe and the summer climate pee
liarly delightful from the nearness of the sea. In Southen

Ontario, peaches, grapes, and like fruits ripen freely in th

open air, and are largely cultivated. On the far westen

prairies, in the territories near the Rocky Mountains, catth

are found to be sleek and fat after grazing outdoors throug
the winter months. Here the warm “ Chinook ” win
prevent the snow from lying long on the ground.

West of the Rocky Mountains, on the Pacific slope ¢
British Columbia, the climate is milder than in any othe
part of Canada, and is considered one of the mos
delightful in the world.

The Canadian Winter."

To Jkeep their homes comfortable in winter, Canadian
build“warm houses and have plentiful supplies of wood
coal. . But whtle they do this, they live much in the ope
air. The singular clearness, dryness, and stillness of th
atmosphere give to healthy people a feeling of exhilaratior
so that winter is in Canada the favourite season for outdos
amusements. Canadian boys and girls love during tl
winter months to spend the whole day or the bright moor
light evenings in the clear cold air, keeping themselvd
warm with the brisk exercise of skating, snow-shoeing
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oboganning, or similar winter amusements, which they
hink more delightful than any others in the world.

The winters are long and the springs later than n
Ingland, but the warmth of summer makes the growth of
jegetation so rapid that by the middlé of July crops are as
orward as in this country, and in some parts halvestmﬂ'

+§lbecins earlier than in the United Kingdom.

itains, cattl
»ors througl
ook ” win

of wood an

exhilaration
n for outdo

now-shoeing

If we leave the settled provinces and go northward, the
limate becomes colder and the winters longer. At last
ve reach a region unsuited for agriculture. Here the
ountry is at first heavily wooded, but finally even the
orest trees’become stunted or altogether disappear.

JA oo

CHAPTER 1IV.

THE PROVINCES OF CANADA AND THEIR PRODUCTS.
Political Divisions..

He Dominion is made up of seven Provinces—Nova
jcotia, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, Quebec,
Intario, Manitoba, and British Columbia, with a vast
egion usually spoken of as the North-West Territories,
ut of which, as the country becomes settled, new pro-
inces will be formed. This region has for the present
een divided into large districts, the chief of which are
lberta, Assiniboia, Saskatchewan, and Athabasca.

The capital city of the whole Dominion is Ottawa,+
ituated on the Otftawa River, and in the Province of
Pntario. Here are the Parliament Buildings and the great
ublic offices, and here the Governor-General resides.
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FIG. 12.—PARLIAMENT HOUSE, \QTTAWA.
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b

Ottawa is the centre of a large Tumber trade. The
arliament Buildi occupy a very-commanding site on

he high banks of the Ottawa River.

We may now make a very brief study of each of
he provinces into which Canada is divided.

The Maritime Provinces. |

Under the rule of the French the present provinces of
ova Scotia and New Brunswick were known bys the
ame of Acadia. Together with Prince Edward Island,
hey are now usually spoken of as the Maritime Provinces
pf Canada, from their position on the seaboard of the
Dominion. The waters which surround them are the
entre of the most important fisheries of Canada, which
urnish employment to a considerable part of the popu-
tion settled along the coasts. The harbours of the
aritime Provinces are of great imporfance to the
ommerce of -Canada, since they are the only ones open
hroughout the year—those of the river St. Lawrence
being closed by ice during the winter.

The Dominion has good winter ports at Halifax, St.
ohn, and 8t. Andrews. '

While the three Maritime Provinces are alike in having
reat fishing interests, their resources in other ways are
ifferent, and it-will therefore be well to say something
out them separately.

Nova Scotia.
Nova Scotia and the neighbouring island of Cape

reton, which forms’/ part of the Province, have large
eposits of excellent coal, of which we shall have occasion
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to speak more particularly in another chapter. Iron-onjlrivers flow
is found in great abundance and of excellent quality, ‘)“ﬁhwa“‘i
and, as in England, the beds of iron-ore are near thoxjiliProvince i
of coal. Gold occurs over a considerable area of countryjghe St. Jo
\, chiefly in veins of quartz, from which it is obtained by hat of the
crushing. : For mi
Some districts of Nova Scotia are rocky and barren, he peoplfe
but in others the soil is very fertile, suited for alffil#rade in tir
kinds of agriculture, and peculiarly adapted for growingVe been
fruit. The orchards of, Nova Scotia have long bee lucef and
famous, and there is a large export of apples to {Lggnd in m:
markets of Britain and the United States. ToSperous
The mines, farms, forests, and fisheries of Nova Scotifi#rcas of
give its inhabitants a great variety of profitable occu pettlement,
pation. any raily
The chief city, Halifax, has one of the finest harboun hrough /1
in the Empire. It is strongly fortified, and is the only pceessible 1
place in Canada where regiments of the Imperial armjgmeans of
are still regularly stationed. Some
Halifax is also the summer station for our men-of-w:jiknown as
of the North American squadron, and is the port to whicijgerom many
Canadian mail-steamers come iy the winter when the St few weel
Lawrence is closed with ice. t. Lawrel
Louisburg in Cape Breton and Annapolis on the Ba umbers o

of Fundy are noted as having been old French stronggescape fror
holds. parts of Ax

, New Brunswick. On the
New Brunswick was at one time the most densels
wooded province of Canada, and it still has extensiv

forests in the centre and north of the country. - Nob ccupation
E

inland par
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ivers flow eastward into the Gulf of St Lawrence and
outhward into the Bay of Fundy, and in every part the
rovince is well watered. The scenery of the largest river,
he St. John, is often compared in point of beauty with
hat of the Hudson or the Rhine.

For many years in its earlier history the industry of
he people of New Brunswick was Jargely turned to the
rade in timber and to ship-building. As the vast forests
have been cleared away fertile farms have taken their
place, and now along the valleys of the great rivers
ind in many other sections the country is filled with a
prosperous agricultural population. There are still large
ireas of fertile forest-lands unoccupied and awaiting
ettlement, especially in the northern counties. The

any railways which have been built in every direction
hrough ;the province now make these lands easily
nccessible to the settler, and also furnish him with a reéady
means of sending his produce to market.

Some of the rivers of New Brunswick are widely
nown as salmon-fishing streams, and sportsmen come
rom many distant parts of the world every year to spend

few weeks upon their banks. The coasts of the Gulf of
St. Lawrence and the Bay of Fundy attract in summer
numbers visitors who seek in the cool sea-breezes an
scape from=uthe severe heat of the inland and southern
parts of America:

On the sea-coast of New Brunswick the people often
ombine the occupations of farmer and fisherman, in the
inland parts of farmer and lumberman. Of the latter
occupation we shall learn more further on.

E
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. 8t. John, the largest city, has a fine harbour, which
is one of the winter ports of Canada. The capital of the
province is Fredericton, beautifully situated on the banks

FIG. 13.—FREDERICTON CATHEDRAL.

of the St. John River, here more than half a mile widc

For weeks during the spring and early summer the surfac
of this broad river is covered with timber floating dows

towards the sea. It is on its way to England.
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sour, which On the opposite page is a picture of the Cathedral at

pital of the@edericton. An English emigrant might imagine that it

n the banks§lh,1 been transplanted from his native village. It was, in
ruth, built to resemble the village church at Snettisham
1 Norfolk.

The Bay of Fundy.

The Bay of Fundy, which separates Nova Scotia from
ew . Brunswick, has long

en famed for having the : C. Ray?”

ighest tides in the world. i

hey are supposed to be " Ga \\\g-lm-! .

S L4
LAWRENCE

aused partly by the meet-
g of the tidal waves of
ie North and South At-
mtic off the Amperican
oast, and partly by the
eculiar shape of the Bay,
hich  tapers gradually
ke a funnel, so that at
s head the waters are
ompressed into a mnarrow
ace, and at flood-tides rise

the height of fifty
r even sixty feet. The L Tige Bicking Co 5

bdiment deposited ' by FIG. 14,—MAP OF CHIGNECTO SHIP
RAILWAY,

ese tides forms marshes
great etent. With immense labour large tracts have
pen protected from the inroads of the sea by means of
ykes, but the exceeding fertility of the land well repays
| the trouble which has been taken in reclaimingit. On
E 2
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these marshes in both New Brunswick and. Nova-Scotia

many cattle are reared and fattened for English markets.
A Ship Railway.

. Looking at the.small map of the Mariti.me Provinee

on the preceding page, we see that the Province of Now

\\\ 3 \ \\ \\
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FIG. 15.—AN ‘ OVEKLAND ROUTE.”

Scotia is joined to New Brunswick by an isthmus ¢
narrow neck of land. This isthmus, which is onl
eighteen miles wide, separates the waters of the Gulf ¢

St. Lawrence from those of the Bay of Fundy. In passiy

from one to the other, ships have hitherto had to
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,\Io!ira. Scotia

everal hundreds of miles round Nova Scotia. Owing to the
1 markets.

igh tides which have been mentioned, and other reasons,
was difficult to make a canal through the Isthmus of
ne Province@hignecto, and so clever engineers are constructing a
nce of Novillkilway on which ships, either loaded or unloaded, can be
ifted, carried across the country, and deposited again in{’
1e water on the other side of the isthmus. In commerce

-

T - save expense when we shorten time and distance
\ 4 - etween places. As in England tunnels have been cut
\. 1

\‘S‘\)!

|

nder broad rivers like thta/Thames, Severn, and Mersey

make a saving of time and distance in railway travel,

il p in Canada we have the Ship Railway used to save time

R id distance for ships. On the opposite page is a picture

§ B )ich illustrates the new method by which Canadians pro-

ose to shorten navigation around their coasts. Engineers

lieve that the successful operation of a Ship Railway at
hignecto will lead to its adoption in other places.

Prince Edward Island.

The little Province of Prince Edward Island, in the
ulf of St. Lawrence, is often called -the ‘ Garden of
anada.”” The soil is singularly fertile and highly culti-
pted, so that the scenery in much of the island strongly
sembles that of the best agricultural counties of England.
he attention of the people is almost entirely given up to

an isthmus Qe two industries of fishing and farming. Opysters and
vhich is onlflicters are exported in great quantities. In summer
f the G‘ﬂf_ e island is a favourite resort of tourists. In winter com-
ly. In passii@unication with the mainland is difficult, but is maintained
to had to sl means of vessels specially constructed to push a way
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through the floating ice which there fills the neighbouring
gulf and straits. It is proposed to get rid of this difficully
by constructing a tunnel under the straits to the neares
point of Nova Scotia.

Charlottetown is the capital and chief city of the pro.

vinee.
The Acadians.

In all the Maritime Provinces of Canada there are dis
tricts inhabited chiefly by the descendants of the efnl'
French settlers of the country, who are called"Aeadians
They commonly speak both French and English, and are
simple-minded, industrious peasantry, little changed fron
what they were more than a hundred years ago, when the
first became British subjects.

Quebec and the French Canadians.

The Province of Quebec is nearly four times the size
England. When French Canadians first became Britid
subjects in 1759 they only numbered between sixty a
seventy thousand, but they have now increased to nearly
million and a half, and the great majority of these
found in the Province of Quebec. They have retained t
Trench ]anguaO'e and many French laws and customs, s
that it is very difficult for a traveller to beheve, in man
parts of Quebec, that he is really in a British counts
But there are few more contented and patriotic citizens
the Empire than the French Canadians, for they know th
under the British Government they have obtained far mo
liberty than they ever had under that of France, and
free not only to govern themselves, but to take a larg

share 1n tl
Labitants,

Acadians o
industrious

arliamen

Auguages
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share in the government of the whole Dominion. The
labitants, as the Quebec peasants are called, are, like the
Acadians of the Maritime Provinces, a simple, contented,
industrious people, much attached to the Roman Catholic

FIG. 16.—A “ HABITANT.”

eligion and to the old customs which their ancestors

ducated classes English is spoken as freely as French,
nd some of the most brilliant speakers in the Canadian




56 ROUND THE EMPIRE.

The River St. Lawrence flows through the Province of
Quebec, and is the great outlet for the productions of the
West. Down its many large tributaries are brought the
vast quantities of timber which Quebec every year sends
to Britain. Situated on the banks of the St. Lawrence
are the two cities of Quebec and Montreal. The former
was the ancient capital of French Canada, and still retains
the massive walls which once made it an almost impreg.
nable fortress.

Montreal is the largest city of the Dominion, and the
centre of steam communication and trade with Great Britain,
It is the Liverpool of Canada. All through the season
when navigation is open, the long line of wharves along
the St. Lawrence is crowded with steamships and sailing

vessel§, some unloading the cargoes of goods which they
have brought, chiefly from Britain, others being laden with
what Canada has to send back in return. In a single year
there thus went away from Montreal akout 6,000,000
bushels of grain, 70,000,000 lbs. of cheese, 60,000 head
of cattle, 46,000 sheep, 270,000 barrels of apples, and

120,000,000 feet of lumber. From some of these figures
we may learn how Canada helps to feed England.

98

o) Ontario.

Ontario is the wealthiest and most populous province of
the Dominion. It has an area of more than 200,000
square miles, or 80,000 more than the whole of the United
Kingdom. An unusually large proportion of the soil i
fit for tillage, and much of it is exceedingly fertile
The great wealth of the country is in its farms, whicl
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have been formed by gradually clearing away the forest.
Wheat, cattle, cheese, butter, and fruit are exported in
great quantities, chiefly to the United Kingdom. Barley
and some-other forms of farm produce find a large market
in the United States.

Wide areas of unoccupied forest-land still exist, which
furnish timber for the British markets and offer homes to
the emigrant.

North of Lake Superior there is a wide extent of
country so rough and rocky that little of it is adapted to
agriculture. - But this district is wonderfully rich in
minerals—especially” silver, copper, iron, and nickel, the
last a metal which is becoming of great importance in the
arts, and is here found in greater abundance than in any
other part of the world. In the district bordering upon
Lake Huron rich petroleum wells and valnable galt springs
are found. Important manufacturing industries are
rapidly growing up in many of the cities and towns.

Bordered by the four great lakes, Ontario, Erie, Huron,
and Superior, and with the St. Lawrence furnishing an
outlet to the sea, Ontario is admirably situated for
carrying on trade with Britain, the United States, and the
other provinces of Canada.

The famous Falls of Niagara are upon a river of the
same name which separates Ontario from the State of
New York and connects Lake Erie with Lake Ontario.
Here the waters of the Great Lakes pour in a mighty
torrent over a precipice 158 feet high, presenting one of

the most megnificent sights to be met with in the whole
world, g
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Toronto, the principal city of Ontario, situated upon
Lake Ontario, has a population numbering about 200,000.
It is a university to?"n, and an important centre of trade
and manufacture. _

Kingston also has a large university, and a military
college. Many of the young men educated at this college
have become officers in the British Army. London,
Hamilton, Guelph, and Belleville are other considerable
towns.

“ Lumbering.”

The whole of Eastern Canada was originally a vast
forest.. For more than a hundred yérs the cutting of
timber, or “lumber,” as it is called in Canada, from these
forests, for shipment to Britain and other places, has
been one of the principal occupations of the people in
large sections of the country, and it is still a very im-
portant industry, the export of wood in various forms
being greater than that of any other single product of-
Canada. 4

Most of this timber is shipped from ports on the River
and Gulf of St. Lawrence, and on the Bay of Fundy.
The larger portion comes to Liverpool, which is the centre
of the Canadian timber trade in England, but some is sent

to other British ports. Every summer hundreds of ships
Band thousands of sailors are employed in carrying this

timber from Canadian forests across the Atlantic. In
Great Britain it is used for house and ship building,
in mineg, for manufacturing furniture and machinery, and
in many other ways.
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The work of getting the timber out of the forests is
called “lumbering,” and furnishes one of the most pic.
turesque and characteristic aspects of life in Eastem
Canada. ;

The climate of the country is curiou&y adapted to the
necessities of this great industry.. At the end of November,
or early in December, the severe frosts begin to be felt.
These, which in some ‘countries are looked upon as a
‘hardship, here come as the greatest blessing. The ground
begins to ﬂeeze, and the rivers are covered with ice.  The
whole surface of the soil, gven in ‘the swamps and bogs,
becomes as firm as a pavement. Soon the whole country
is covered with snow—slightly at first, but gradually the
depth becomes greater, with successive snowfalls, as the
winter advances.

This is the lumberman’s opportunity.

Everywhere through the forest he may drive his teams
of horses or oxen, and where he goes the snow quickly
becomes compact, making an easﬁghway over places
which in summer are impassable.

During the autumn tracts of forest have been carefully
selected for the winter’s operations, and out of rough-
hewn timber large ““camps” or>“shanties” have been
built, often large enough to accommodate fifty or a hundred
men. Py :

As winter puts a stop to work on farms and in’ the saw-
mills, great bodies of labourers find their way to these
distant winter homes.

Then the forest, which has been left to utter loneliness

through the long drowsy days of summer, becomes for
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months a scene of strenuous activity. On all sides the
axe of the Chopper is heard, as he cuts down tall trees,
which fall with echoing crash, trims off the branches, and
divides the trunks into proper lengths.

“Then the large pieces of timber are put on sleds and
hauled to the nearest stream, seldom more than two or
three miles away, on the banks of which they are piled up
in what are called “brows.” A brow often contains
many thousand pieces of timber. ,

But the timber is still sometimes hundreds of miles
from the mills where it is to be sawn or the ports from
which it is to be shipped. How does.it get there?

Frost and snow prepared the highway over which it
was drawn from its place in the forest to the river bank.
Another change in the seasons prepares a more splendid
highway to serve the lumberman’s next purpose. Spring
draws near—the sun grows more powerful—the snows
melt and fill every brook and river-bed to,the brim with a
rushing flood of water. The lumbermen cut away the
stays and supports of the brows of logs, and the whole’
mass tumbles into the stream and is swept down by the,
current.  Gangs of . “stream-drivers,” as the workmen
are now called, follow along the banks to push off the
logs which get caught in the rocks or entangled in the
bushes which border the streams: FarL down the river,
where the current has grown broad and deep, “booms”
are arranged to cateh the floating timber. . It is a common
sight to see on ‘the great rivers booms containing many
hundred thousands of logs, and covering many acres of
the water. Here the logs are sorted, some distinguishing
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mark having been put upon each by its owner before it
left the forest. They are now formed into large rafts
and floated down to the ports or to the saw-mills, where
they are cut into boards or “deals” before shipment.

FI1G, 18.—BTREAM-DRIVING.

Timber not thus sawn is roughly hewn before it leaves the
forest, and shipped as “ square timber.”

Cutting up the Timber.
Most of the logs, however, are prepared fo‘r export-
ation in the saw-mills. All tl'ough the summer months
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a Canadian saw-mill presents a scene ‘of wonderful
activity.

Sometimes the machinery is driven by steam. More
often the mill is built beside a water-fall, where the
force of the running stream furnishes the necessary
power. 3
~ One by one the huge logs fresh from the forest are
drawn up in rapid succession from the water, and pass
into one end of the mill to reappear in a few minutes at
the other end ready for the English market. First a
carefully arranged set of saws cuts the log into planks or
boards of the required thickness; each of these then goes
into the hands of the trimmers, one set of whom with
ircular saws cuts off the rough edges, and passes it on to
others who measure it to proper lengths, cut off the ends,
and mark upon each piece its dimensions, after which it is
arried at once to the ““ lumber yard,” where it is placed in
mmense piles awaiting shipment. The better portions of
he refuse wood are cut into' laths and palings—the re-
mainder is used for fuel. Thus a few minutes is sufficient
o change a large, rough pine-tree into shapely planks,
eady for the tools of the carpenter.

Lumbermen and backwoodsmen acquire great skill in
he use of the axe, and no accomplishment 1s more useful
o anyone living in the newer parts of Eastern Canada..

settler who has this skill can not only clear up the
orest, prepare timber for market, and supply himself with
uel with his axe, but almost without the help of other
mplements he can build his log house and barns, put up
ences, construct a bridge over a brook, make a raft or




ROUND THE EMPIRE.
C
boat to cross larger streams, and do many other equally

useful and necessary things.
» >,

Maple Sugar.

Another industry peculiar to Eastern Canada and its
forests deserves mention. Most of the sugar which people
use in this country comes from the sugar-cane, which grows
only in hot climates ; or from the beet-root, which is much
cultivated for this purpose in countries like France ani
Germany. Noéw in Canada much sugar is obtained from
an entirely different source. The maple is one of the most
common of Canadian trees. Its foliage, after being touched
by the first autumn ftosts, assumes th? most brilliant tints o
crimson, yellow, and purple, giving a wonderful richness of
colouring to Canadian scenery.
reason that the maple leaf has been adopfed as one of th
national emblems of Canada, just as the rose, thistle, and
shamrock are taken as the emblems of England, Scotland,
and Ireland respectively. But the maple is useful as wel
as beautiful. In the spring, when the increasing heat d
the sun begins to conquer the winter frosts, a sap with 4

~sweet flavour commences to flow in the trunk of the l.ltféple
tree.. Then the farmer or backwoodsman makes a sligl
incision in the wood, and by inserting a small tube collect;
the flowing sap in pails or troughs. A single tree wil
yield from six to twelve quarts on a favourable day, a goo

flow of sap depepding /on a warm sunny day following

upon a frosty night. The liquid is boiled in large kettls
or pans till, by evaporation, it is reduced to the consistenc
‘of syrup. If the process is continued the syrup finall
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crystallises, when it is moulded into cakes of sugar.
Both syrup and sugar have a peculiarly delicate flavour,
and command in the market much hlgher prices than the
products of the sugar-cane. -

The sugar-making season usually extends through
the month of March, and the annual production of the
maple forests for the whole of Canada is said to be about
20,000,000 pounds of sugar and nearly 1,000,000 gallons
of syrup. To the settlers in early days, when imported
sugar was difficult to get, the products of the maple were
a great comfort, and they are still esteemed luxuries.
The maple 1§ so valuable as fuel that there is danger lest
the sugar ir&stry should be gradually destroyed, unless
attention be given 'to re-planting the maple groves. A
striking picture of backwoods life in Canada is that which

“sugary” in the depths of the forest presents at night,
vith its rude log “camp” used as a dwelling, the great
fires gl wmg under the steaming kettles of sap lighting

ow around, while over all rests that intensc
stillness peculiarfo forests in wintér, only broken, perhaps,
by-the shout of the solitary sugar-maker as he answers the
vhogp of the equally solitary owl. But the sugar-maker is
ot always left alone, for a visit to a sugary is a common
orm of Canadian winter picnic.

Manitoba.

As we pass westward from the Province of Ontario, we
cave the eastern woodland region, and come out upon the
prairie country of Canada. The first portion of this is
Manitoba, a new province formed in 1870 by the
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Dominion Parliament out of the wide territories of the
North-West. Manitoba has an area of over 60,000 square
miles, and is therefore rather larger than England an(
Wales.

The soil of Mamtoba, as of much of the prairie land of
Canada, is among the richest in the world; so deep anl
rich, indeed, that it produces crop after crop for many
years without the addition of manure. It is peculiarly
adapted for the growth of wheat, which is the most im.
portant product of the province. The rapld advance of
Manitoba in population and production is shown by the
fact that while in 1882 no wheat had been exported, in
1890, eight years later, it produced 15,000,000 bushels
more than was required within the province itself. Most
of this is sent down the great lakes and across the Atlanti
to England. The soil has been found to be equally wel
suited for producing other cereal crops and{Vegetables a
well as for dairy farming.

Manitoba is covered with a network of rivers and lakes§

The largest sheet of water is Lake Winnipeg, 278 mile
long, and in some places 57 miles broad. The larges
rivers are the Assiniboine and Red River, both navigablk
streams.

The province is rapidly becoming covered with a network
of railways as well, more than 1,200 miles having been con
structed within a few years. The chief town, Winnipeg,
which twenty years ago had scarcely 200 inhabitants, ha
now about 26,000. This shows us how an important citj
may grow up rapidly because it is the centre of a rid
farming district. "
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The North-West Territories.

The prairie country and wheat belt of Canada stretches
westward from Manitoba towards the Rocky Mountains.
In this vast region four large districts have already been
Jaid off. Their names and area are as follows :—

Assiniboia .
Saskatchewan .

Alberta
Athabasca .

95,000 square miles.
100,000 ,
LT A

. 122,000 ,, ”

In these territories are many millions of acres of fertile
lands awaiting cultivation. Great navigable rivers, such
as the Qu'Appelle, Saskatchewan, and Peace River, flow
through them, and lakes everywhere abound. This prairie
country is believed to comprise the largest unoccupied area
of wheat land in the world.

Alberta is particularly suited for stock raising, and
large districts are leased from Government for grazing
purposes, or “ranching” as it is called. Vast herds of
attle feed over the plains which once supported millions

of wild buffalo. The latter’ have entirely disappeared with
he settlement of the country.

Alberta has coal deposits which are known to cover
some thousands of square miles, and mines already opened
supply the country east and west with fuel for railway
and Jomestic purposes. p

Athabasca forms a part of the great Mackenzie basin.

uch of the country immediately north of the prairie belt

s as yet unsettled and little known, but recent explora-

ions show that it includes large territotiestof value for

gricultural ﬁ\n‘poses, as well as for their timber, while
¥2
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other parts are rich in minerals of rﬁany kinds. Petroleun
deposits of great extent have also been found.

Free Lands.

Unoccupied land is so abundant in Canada that the
Governments of the different provinces and that of the
Dominion either give to the emigrants who come to settle
in the country enough to make a farm or sell it to them
at a very low price.

Emigrants who wish to settle on these unoccupied§

lands can choose between two different ways of beginning
life as farmers in Canada. They may go into the parts of
the country which are covered with forest, which has to be
cleared away before crops can be grown. Here there i

much severe labour in preparing the ground for cultivation,

but there is also the great'advantage of having abundance of
fuel close at hand, timber for constructing houses, barns,
and fences, and _employment during the winter months
when the tillage of the ground is stopped by frost. O
they may prefer to go upon the western prairies, where the
land is often without trees, and ready at once for the
plough. Here fuel and timber must be brought from
a considerable distance, but the raising of crops can a
once be easily begun. In either case industrious men
can soon make for themselves comfortable homes, and find
themselves the possessors of good farms.

British Columbia.
The large Province of British Columbia, which lies
along the Pacific Coast of the Dominion, is about thre
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times the size of Great Britain and Ireland. Its great
extent may be illustrated in another way by pointing out
that it is equal in area to France, Italy, Belgium, and
Holland all put together. In many ways British Columbia
differs from the other provinces of the Dominion. It has
been deseribed as a sea of mountains. The great range of
the Rockies stretches along its eastern border. From
this westward to_the Pacific there is nothing like a plain
or prairie, but range after range of lofty mountains succeed
each other, with here and there fertile valleys lying
between. The scenery of the Pacific Coast is remarkable ;
Lord Dufferin thus described it after a visit in 1876 :—

A Picturé of the Pacific Coast.

“Such a spectacle as its* coast-line presents is
not to be paralleled by any country‘in the world. Day
after day for a whole week, in a vessel of nearly
2,000 tons, ‘we threaded an interminable labyrinth of
watery lanes and reaches that wound endlessly in and out
of a network of islands, promontories, and peninsulas for
thousands of miles, unruffled by the slightest swell from

Jhe adjoining ocean, and presenting at every turn an ever-

shifting combination of rock, verdure, forest, glacier, and
snow-capped mountain of unrivalled grandeur and beauty.
When it is remembered that this wonderful system of
navigation, equally well adapted to the largest line-of-
battle ship and the frailest canoe, fringes the entire sea-
board of the province, and communicates at points, some-
times more than a hundred miles from the coast, with
a multitnde of valleys stretching eastward into the
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interior, while, at the same time, it is furnished with
innumerable harbours on either ‘hand, one is lost in
admiration at the facilities for intercommunication which
are thus provided for the inhabitants of this wonderful
-4 2
T'he Products of British Columbia.

The coast waters which are thus described have im.-
portant and valuable fisheries. ‘¥qually remarkable are
those of the rivers. The picture on the opposite page will
help us to understand why so many of the cases of tinned
salmon which we see in grocers’ windows are marked as
coming from British Columbia.

The forest trees grow to an extraordinary size. The
Douglas fir, especially, is often found 300 feet in height,
and with a diameter of eight or nine feet. Large
quantities of timber are shipped to Australia, Asia, South
America, and Africa, as well as to England.

In the heart of the mountains and up the valleys of
the great rivers minerals of many kinds are found. Gold

to the amount of £10,000,000 was a few years ago taken |

fromthe river-beds in a short time. Important discoveries
of both gold and silver have lately been made in the

Kootenay District, near the southern boundary, in the §
Cariboo Distriet further north, and at Dawson City and §

Klondyke, so that British Columbia now promises to
become one of the richest mining countries in the world.
The goal thines of Vancouver Island and of the Rocky
Mountains are important, and will be spoken of in another
chapter, when we speak of the coal supplies of the Empire.
Owing to warm currents from the Pacific Ocean, the
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climate of the western parts of British Columbia is milder
than that of other parts of Canada, and the average tem-

FIG. 19,—BRITISH COLUMBIAN SALMON RIVER.

erature of places on the eoast of the Pacific is ten degrees
higher than in places with the same latitude on the
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Atlantic coast. In a mountainous country the variations of
temperature are very great, and it is in British Columbia
a curious experience to travel by railwaydn a single day
from the snow-covered summits of ‘the Rocky Mountains
to the sunny valleys of the coast, where the fields ar
green and the trees covered with the flowers and tender
foliage of spring. ' 4

Victoria, the capital of the province, is a city beauti
fully situated on Vancouver Island.

The town of Vancouver, on the mainland, has risen
rapidly into importance within the last few years. We
shall have more to say about it when we com® %o speak

of our voyage across the Pacific. Esquimalt, a fine harbour

three miles from Victoria, has a Jarge graving-dock for
the repair of ships, and is the station for our war-ships in

the North Pacific.
The Great Fur Land.
If we look again at the map of Canada we see that
parts of it stretch far up into thga frozen regions of the
North. Here the summers are too short and the climate

too cold for farming. But it must not for this reason he}3

supposed that it is a.useless country or one where peopl
cannot find occupation.

Around Hudson Bay and the thousands of lakes, great
and small, which are scattered over this vast region, ani
along the rivers which flow into the Arctic Ocean and
Hudson Bay, 18 the great fur country of Canada. Natur
has here provided animals with warm coats of the finest
fur with which to endure the intense cold of winter, and i
is from these regions that very many of those beautiful
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furs come which ladies wear, and which we see exposed

for sale in the shop-windows of our large towns.

The management of this fur trade has long been chiefly
in the hands of a company of English merchants called the
Hudson Bay Company. All over the country, from the
Hudson Bay to the Arctic Ocean on the North and the
Pacific on the West, this company has posts or forts where
agents are stationed to buy the furs from the white or
Indian trappers by whom the animals are caught. A
solitary and adventurous life the trapper leads, often
spending months of the long winter alone in the remotest
parts of the forest. When the trapping season is over he
brings the furs he has obtained to the Company’s nearest
post, to be exchanged for clothing, blankets, guns,
powder, and other necessaries of his simple existence. In

the summer, when the rivers and lakes are free from ice,
the furs are packed in bales and sent in eanoes, managed
by a class of hardy and skilful boatmen, called voyagenss,
many hundreds of miles to the ports from which they are

shipped to England. In London they are sold by auction,
and soon they are made up into garments of various kinds
to make comfortable those who can afford to buy them.

Nore.—Northern Canada has been called “the last great fur reserve
of the world.” The importance of the fur trade may be judged from the
faet that between four and five millions of skins are every year offered for
sale in the London market, chiefly by the Hudson Bay Company. Among
them are included those of the otter, beaver, bear, grey and silver fox, the
marten, mink, ermine, and sable, some of which are considered among the
most rich and valuable furs in the world. Nor are furs all which this
cold Northern region produces. The lakes and rivers team with fish of
many kinds, while the neighbouring seas contain whales, walruses, and
seals, valuable for their oils or skins.
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So we find that even the coldest and most distant parts
of Canada furnish somethiyfbr\the comfort of people in
this country.

Having now completed our short study of Canada, we
must visit the smaller colonies along the Atlantic coast of
America.

* 00

CHAPTER V.
THE ATLANTIC COAST.

Newfoundland and Labrador.’

Newfoundland, the large island lying across the mouth
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and by which we passed
.in coming from England to Canada, is the oldest of
England’s colonies. It was taken possession of for Great
Britain by Sir Humphrey Gilbert in 1583; and’ this:date
may therefore be looked upon as the starting point for the
wonderful growth of the Emplre and sprea.d of our British
people over the world. .

The * French Shore

Settlements were not. made, however, for many years
after it was annexed, and all through the seventeenth
century we had to contend with the French for its posses-
sion. Our right to the island was finally acknowledged by
the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713. Unfortunately the French
were allowed to retain certain rights along what is called
the “French 8hore,” extending from Cape St. John on the
east coast around the north of the island to Cape Bay in
the south-west. This circumstance has hindered the
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tant parts settlement of this portion of the country, and given rise to

people in serious disputes, which English and French statesmen are
now trying to put an end to.

anada, we Newfoundland is larger than Ireland, having an area

of more than 42,000 square miles. f

The population, including that of the neighbouring
dependency of Labrador, numbers about 200,000, and is
settled chiefly in the south-eastern part of the island.
The inland parts are as yet without inhabitants.

The capital town, St. John, has about 30,000 inhabit-
ants. It depends for its prosperity almost entirely upon
the fisheries.
he mouth The Newfoundland Fisheries.
we passed For more than three centuriés Newfoundland has been
oldest of Bl famed for its cod-fisheries, which are the most productive
for Great Blin the world. The cod is found along the whole coast, but
‘this:date Slis caught in the greatest numbers on what are known as
nt for the WMthe “Banks,” a large area of the neighbouring ocean where
ur British Bthe sea is unusually shallow, varying from 50 to 350 feet

. in depth.

. To these banks in the summer hundreds of fishing
u-r'xy i'ears vessels come from all parts, and immense numbers of fish
venteenth HPre caught. When salted and dried, the cod are exported,
ts posses- hiefly to the Mediterranean, the West Indies, and South
ledged by merica. The cod-liver oil, obtained, as its name tells us,
ke Posuch rom the liver of the cod, is, as we know, much used as
. is called M mMedicine, and also forms an important article of
n on the HEFommerce. '
pe Ray in Seal-f.lshing is also a considerable industry. In_the
W R rly spring the sealing vessels push northward among the

ic coast of
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floes of ice which then cover the sea, and on which the
seals rear their young. - Here they are sometimes killed in
such numbers that a single steam sailing vessel has brought
home £30,000 worth of blubber and oil skins. At other
times the catch is small.

The coast waters abound with other kinds of fish, the
most important of which are herring and salmon. The
lobster fishery along the French Shore is important
enough to form one of the chief points of dispute with
France.

The people of Newfoundland, then, rely chiefly for their
subsistence upon ‘“ the harvest of the sea.”

The island has other resources. No great attention has

yet been paid to agriculture, but on the disputed' wester
shore is much good farming land, now mostly covered with

forests of fine timber. Parts of the island are known to
be rich in minerals of different kinds, and there has long

been a considerable export of copper-ore.
It is hoped that Newfoundland will one day becomes

province of the Dominion of Canada.

R La or.
The eastern portion of Labrador is governed as a de
pendency of Newfoundland. Its wild uncultivated coas
has a scattered population consisting of a few thousands of
‘LEsquimaux, Indians, and whites, who are occupied almos
entirely in fishing and hunting. "

Bermuda.
We now pass further south into a warmer climate.
Out in the Atlantic, 600 miles from the coast of North
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America, and about half-way between Eastern Canada and’
the West Indies, lies the group of islands known as
Bermuda, or The Bermudas. These islands have formed a
part of the Empire since 1609, when they were first
occupied by some shipwrecked English sailors. They
have now become of great value to us as a naval station.
During the cold of ‘the Canadian winter and the”
extreme heat of the West Indian summer our ships of war
visit Bermuda for the sake of the temperate and healthful
climate. A great deal of money has been spent in protect-
ing’ the channel which leads into the main harbour by
fortifications and batteries of heavy guns, and we usually

keep here about 1,500 soldiers. An enemy would now

find it a very difficult task to capture Bermuda.
For the repair of large ships an immense floating dock

was constructed some years ago in this country and taken
to Bermuda. It is 381 feet long, 84 feet broad, and 53
feet deep—large enough to hold one of the large ironclads
of the Royal Navy.

The climate of Bermuda is so mild M agreeable
that the islands have become a winter resort for invalids
from the American continent. As there are no winter
frosts, agriculture can be carried on continually, and three
crops of potatoes can be raised during the year. The
inhabitants, who number about 15,000, are chiefly en-
gaged in raising vegetables for export to the United
States and Canada. The whole area of the 360 islands
which make up the group is only about 12,000 acres, and
not more than a third of the land is fit for cultiva-
tion; but from this limited space the markets of the
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neighbouring continent are largely supplied with, vegetables
some weeks before those of home production are fit for
use. . il
The West Indies.

America, or the New Werld as it was then called,
was discovered by Christopher Columbus about 400 years
ago (1492).

When that great navigator sailed away from Europe
across the Atlantic, he expected to come to India, He
supposed that the islands to which he first came “were oft
the Indian coast, and hence they got the name of the
West Indies. ;

Columbus was equipped for his voyage by the King
and Queen of Spain, and so Spain at first claimed all
the West Indian Islands by right of this discovery. But
the other nations of Europe soon became very anxious to
get a footing there. Spain had drawn much wealth from
her new possessions in America, and the islands were the
first places from which the productions of the Tropics were
brought into common use in Europe. Sugar and molasses,
rum and tobacco, fruits and spices, valuable woods and
dyes could all be procured in the West Indies, and the
leading European nations were eager to have a share in the
profitable trade in these articles. So for nearly three
centuries a constant struggle went on for the possession of
the islands, and many of them were captured and retaken
- several times by the contending nations.

In these struggles our own British people took a large
part. At first merchants and private adventurers went to
carry on trade and make settlements on some of the
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smaller islands. Thus several important colonies were
formed, which we hold by right of settlement.

Later, when England at different timef{ was at war in
Europe with Spain, France, or Holland, she usually
conquered and took possession of islands in the West
Indies belonging to these Powers. The result has been that
although Spain, France, ‘Holland, Sweden, and Denmark
all share with us.in the possession of the' West Indian
Islands, we hold by fiar-the larger number of them. The
area of the British islands, however, is surpassed by that
of the two great Spanish islands, Cuba and Porto Rico.

Climate of the West Indies.

~ When we look at a map or globe we see that the West
India Islands. are nearly all situated within the Tropics—
that is, between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capri-
corn, the two circles which form the northern and southern
limits of the Torrid Zone. We know that the climate of
tropical countries is usually very hot. In some British
possessions, of which we shall have to speak further on,
the heat is so great that they are unfit for Europeans to
settle in.

White people go there for a time to trade or to carry on
the Government, but do not form permanent homes. This
is not the case with the West Indies. The tropical heat is
there so moderated by sea-breezes and other influences
that the islands have been regularly colonised by Euro-
peans, whose descendante have remained there for many

enerations. But while the heat does not prevent white
people from settling in the West Indies, it does make
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it mhem to perform severe manual
la

For this labour they have to depend upon the coloured
races, who are by nature fitted to endure great heat. )

Slavery. ' '3

When the Spaniards first discovered the West Indies
they found them inhabited by Indian races, most of whom
were gentle and peaceable, but not capable of enduring
severe labour. Vast numbers of these carlier inhabitants
were enslaved by the Spaniards and sent to toil in the
mines, where they perished from over-work and other
hardships. Others were destroyed in war, and . before
many years had passed the native population of the
islands was almost exterminated. j

At a later period, when a great demand had arisen in
Europe for sugar, coffee, cotton, and other tropical pro
ductions, it became necessary to find a new supply of
coloured people to work on the plantations. It wa$ this
which led to the introduction of negroes and the spread of
negro slavery throughout all the West Indies.

Englishmen, as well as Spaniards, Portuguese, French
and Dutch, turned their attention to the trade in slaves.

Hundreds of thousands of negroes were kidnapped, cap-
tured \n war; or purchased on the coast of Africa, brought
across the Atlantic, sdld in the slave-markets, and sent to
work upon the plantations. Dreadful cruelties were often
committed in procuring these slaves in Africa, in carrying
them across the ocean, and in their treatment afterwards.

It was a long time, however, before the people o
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England were aroused to understand all the sin and shame
connected with the slave-trade. But great and good men
such as Wilberforce, Fowell Buxton, and others, denounced
it in Parliament, and societies were everywhere formed to
assist in puttmg it down.

At last, in I807, the slave-trade was- declared to be
unlawful, and in 1834 a Bill was passed in Parliament by
which all slaves in countries under British rule were set
free, while £20,000,000 was given out of the public funds
to repay the slave-owners for what the law had before
recognised as their property.

We see, then, that the possession of colonies in the
West Indies first led British people into the great wrong
of slave-holding, and afterwards rendered it necessary -
for them to make great sacrifices to set this wrong
right.

Slavery was abolished, but work still had to be done
if the islands were to be prosperous.

It ~easy to understand that the negroes who for so
many years had been degraded by slavery, and often with
great cruelty compelled by their masters to, work, did
not know how to make the best use of their new liberty ;
many were so idle and improvident that for a long time
after the abolition of slavery and its cheap forced labour it
seemed as if the old industries could not be successfully
carried on. In some islands there has now been great im-
provement, and the negroes have become more industrious.
If this' has not ‘always been the case, still English people
ought to be very patient with the failings of a race which

hey degraded by slavery for so long a time,
@
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Coolie Labour.

In some of the West Indian colonies, where a regula:
and sufficient supply of negro labourers could not be
obtained, coolies, or East Indian workmen, have been im-
ported in great numbers. The coolies are found to be
very steady and industrious, and they work for low wages.
Before leaving India they make an agreement to work for
a certain number of years_in the colony to which they go
and after the expiration of this term they have a right to
be sent back to their own country. Great numbers, how.-
ever, prefer to remain, so that in some parts of the West
Indies there is a large and increasing population of people
of East Indian birth. We shall find that the same thing
is true of some other British colonies.

Great precautlons are taken that the evils of s]aveny
may not be renewed in connection with coolie labour. In
India, the country from which they are brought, the
Government is careful to see that the coolies’ emigrate
only @t their own désire, that they understand clearly the
nature of the bargain they make and the service they have
to perfoim, and that they gre well cared for on their long
ocean voyage.

The Government of the colony to which they come
takes charge of them on their arrival, distributes them
among the employers who require their services, and

sees that provision is made on every estate for the sick,

that the bargain is fairly carried out on both sides, and
that when his period of service is expired the coolie i
sent back to his native land, if he so desire. All
these precautions are necessary, for long experience has
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shown that white mgn aré too often willing to deal

regulat unjustly with the weaker colo,qred races. We can see,

not be too, how important it is. that we should always have just

been im- and prudent officers both 1,(1 India and in the colonies to

d to be which coolies are sent, to /carry out the wise laws made to

W wages. protect these labourers.
work for

they go, " .“Black and White” in the West Indies.

a right to Besides the great numbers of negroes who are descended
ers, how- from former slaves, and the East Indians who are being
the West BB introduced under the coolie system, there are also scattered
of people . through most of the islands many descendants of the early
ame thing B8~ Spanish and French settlers. The population is therefore
of a very mixed kind, and the people of British birth pro-
of slavery bably do not number more than a tenth of the whole. The
bour. In proportion of white people to black has been decreasing
nught, the during the last few years.
' emigrate - From what has now been said we can understand how
clearly the very different things are in tropical colonies like the West
) they have Indies from what they are in Canada, Australia, or other
. their long B parts of the Empire where the people are chiefly of British

or European descent. . 4
they come )

butes them B The Groups of Islands.

rvices, and The British West Indian Islands are divided for

x the sicky purposes of government into six colonies or sets of colonies.
h sides, and B Thege are—

he coolie i 1. The Bahamas.

lesi.re. Al 2. Jamaica, with its little dependencies of the Turk’s
perience has and Caicos Islands and the Caymans.
G2
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3. The Leeward Islands. - 3 coasts,
_ 4. Barbadoes. _® Europ
5. The ngward Islands. - suffer
6. Trlmdad) and Tobago. tempe
The map éhows that these colonies are not grouped little 1
together in any one part of the West Indian archi- hurrie:
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pelago, but are scattered along the whole range of islands
from Florida to the mouth of the Orinoco and, in the
_ Caribbean Sea. Some of the islands have beeniuilt up
from the bed of the ocean by the slow labour of the coral
insect ; others have been thrown up by volcanoes, and, as
they are usually covered by luxuriant vegetation, they pre-
sent a great variety of ibeautiful scenery. As a rule, the Th:
soil is very fertile.. The hilly districts are healthy ; where and m
the lands are low and wet, as is often the case along the 5,794 ¢

)
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coasts, yellow fever prevails, and is very dangerous for
Europeans.
suffer severely at times from hurricanes. We who live in a
temperate climate like that of the British Islands can form
little idea of the terrible force of the wind in a West Indian
hurricane, when it not only destroys the crops; but sweeps ~
away houses, and uproots or breaks down whole forests,
leaving behind it a scene of utter ruin. Fortunately some
islands are fairly free from hurricanes, and in others they .
only occur at intervals of several years. Once past, thef
people set themselves to work to repair the harm that has
been done.

What we get from the West Indies.
The productions of the islands are so numerous that it

Swould be difficult to mention them all. 'Among the prin-

cipal ones are sugar, coffee, cocoa, tobacco, cotton, maho-
gany, logwood, ginger, vamilla, allspice, cloves, cassia,
indigo, aloes, sarsaparilla, maize, rice, arrow-root, tapioca,
and tropical fruits of many kinds, particularly bananas
and pine-apples. ‘When you think how many of these
things cannot. be produced in Britain, and yet how con-
stantly we use them, you can understan?bow much we

depend on countries like the West Indiesffor the comforts

of our daily life. -

We may now give a short account %of each of the
groups into which our West Indian colonies are divided.

) The Bahamas. “
This group consists of about twenty inhabited islands
and numberless cays and rocks, with an area in all of
5,794 sauare miles. s

Like most tropical islands, the ‘West Indies =
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The Bahamas extend from Florida over about 600 miles
of sea along the northern coast of Cuba. The climate is go
good that some of the islands have become a favourite
winter residence for invalids. The white people number
only about one in four in the whole population. Oranges,
bananas, and pine-apples are raised in large quantities,
and sponges are procured from the sea. Lately much
attention has been paid to cultivating a kind of aloe which
produces a fibre resembling hemp, and this is fast becoming
an important industry in the islands.

The Bahamas were originally settled by Engllsh
colonists, and they have never passed out of our hands.
~ The little island of San Salvador is supposed to have been

the first spot where Columbus landed in the New World.

Jamaica.

Jamaica is the largest of the British West Indian
islands. It is 144 miles long, 49 miles broad at its widest
point, and it has an area of 4,193 square miles. The
Blue Mountains extend through the interior, and at one
point rise to the height of 7,360 feet. This mountainous
character of the inland districts is a great advantage to
the island, since it gives a variety of climate and produc-
tion, and enables the inhabitants of the low and hot
districts nearer the coast to find close at hand a complete
change of scene and air. In the higher mountainous districts
the air is so cold that fires are usually found necessary for
comfort. The result of this varied climate is that Jamaica
is, in parts, betterssuited for European settlement than most
of the other West. Indian Islands. There are, however, at
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)0 miles the present time less than 15,000 whites in a population of -
te 1s go about 600,000.
wourite Jamaica was originaily settled by the Spaniards, under
number whose rule the lagyge Carib population was almost entirely
ranges, destroyed, and negroes were introduced instead. It was
antities, captured by England in 1655, when.Cromwell, as Protector,
y much was waging war against Spain. ¢
e which Kingston, the capital of Jamaica, is situated upon an
>coming excellent harbour, which forms our principal coaling and
- naval station in the West Indies.  The harbour, which is
English already strongly fortified, will become of even greater
 hands. importance than it now is should the completion of the
we been Panama Canal make a new route for trade with Australia
Vorld. and the Pacific coasts of America. - .
Under the government of Jamaica are a few smaller
islands. Of these the Caymans are a group of coral islands
Indian offt the southern coast of Cuba, with a small coloured
s widest population, chiefly engaged in turtle-fishing and the
s. The trade in timber and dye-woods. Turk’s /Island and
| at one Caicos, settled originally from the Bahamas, and more
ntainous naturally connected with that group, have been annexed
tage to since 1873 to Jamaica. They are chiefly noted for their
produc- large production and export of salt.

and hot -
complete The Leeward Islands.

districts The Leeward group includes Antigua, Montserrat,
ssary for Nevis, 8t. Kitts, Dominica, the Virgin Islands, and a few
Jamaica small dependencies. Each of the larger islands has a local
1an most Council for the management of its affairs, with a federal
vever, at Council and Government for the whole group. The total
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area is about 705 square miles.  All the islands are moun.
tainous, and some volcanic. 8t. John’s, the largest town
and the seat of the federal Government, is in Antigua.

In Montserrat special attention is paid to the cultiva.
tion of the lime; and lime juice, considered the best in the
world,is a chlef article of commerce.

Barbadoes.
Barbadoes which has a]ways been a British colony

since its first' settlement in 1625, is one of the most
interesting and prosperous of the West Indian Islands,
It is about the size of the Isle of Wight, and on this small
area has 180,000 people, so that it is one of the most densely
inhabited districts in the world. The island is chiefly
given up to the growth of the sugar-cane, and almost
every acre is carefully cullivated. It has suffered much
at times from hurricanes, but the healthy and equable
climate has been favourable to European settlement, and
it has always had a larger proportion of white inhabitants
than the other islands.
large trade,

The Windward Islands.*

The Windward Islands include St. Lucia, St. Vincent,
Grénada, and the Grenadines.

8t. Lucia has been selected as the second British coaling
station for the West Indies ; a large sum of money has been

* The terms “Windward” and ¢ Leewa.rd” have been variously
applied in the West Indies at different times. Originally they were
meant to distinguish béetween the islands (windward) more exposed to the
prevailing niorth-east trade winds, and those (leeward) less exposed to them.
The division used in this book is more limited, and is that now officially
employedte designate islands grouped together for purposes of government.
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spent upon the wharves and other works required to make its
chief harbour, Port Castries, suitable for this purpose, and
fortifications are also being constructed for the defence
of the port. In Grenada much attention is paid to the
cultivation of cocoa and spices. Several of the islands are
of volcanic origin, and 8t. Vincent contains an active voleano.

Trinidad.
Trinidad, situated near the coast of South America, is
second only to Jamaica among the British West Indian
Islands in size and importance. It is about 48 miles long
and 35 broad, its area is 1,754 square miles, and its popu-
lation about 196,000. Settled by the Spaniards, it was
conquered in 1797 by Sir Ralph Abercrombie, and has ever
since remained under British rule. Since the abolition of
slavery large numbers of Indian coolies have been brought
into the country, and they now form a considerable part of
the population. Besides producing sugar, cocoa, coffee,
and the fruits of the Tropies in large quantities, the-island
has resources in timber and minerals. One of its most
remarkable features is a large lake of asphalt or bitumen.
More than 50,000 tons of this asphalt are sometimes ex-
ported in a single year to Europe and America,where it is used
for making sidewalks to the streets and for other purposes.
Tobago, a neighbouring island, with very similar produc-
tions, and with a population numbering about 20,000, is for
purposesof government connected with the colonyof Trinidad.

Confederation of the West India Islands.
In speaking of Canada, it was pointed out that
Wmore than twenty years ago all the provinces, formerly
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separate colonies, united themselves into one Dominion, with
a single Parliament to manage their more important affairs,
Many believe that a similar union would be of great
advantage to the West Indian Islands. In earlier times,
when communication between them was slow and difficult,
a common government would have been impossible,
Now, however, all the principal islands are connected by
the telegraph, as well as by lines of steamships, and the
similarity of their productions gives them many common
commercial interests which it is thought could be best
managed by a central Government acting for all the
colonies.

British Honduras. "

Besides our island possessions in the West Indiés, we
have two important colonies on the ne'}fhbouring mainland,

British Honduras is westward of Jamaica, on the coast
of Central America. It has an area of 7,562 square miles,
and a population numbering about 31,400.

For more than 200 years this coast has been famous for
its mahogany and logwood, the one so much used in making
furniture, the other as a dye, and it was for the sake of
the trade in these and other woods that we occupied and
have retained Honduras.

For many years the early settlers carried on a stubbon
contest with the Spaniards for the possession of the country
and the right of cutting timber in the forests. In 17981
strong Spanish force was sent to drive the English out d
the country, but this force was defeated, and since tha
time it has remained a British colony, and its limits haw
been gradually extended.
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The fact that in 1896 more than 34,500 tons of log-
ood and 2,769,600 cubic feet of mahogany were exported,
hiefly to .the United Kingdom, shows how valuable the
rade in wood still is, While mahogany and logwood are
ikely to continue to be the staple productions of Honduras,
he soil is said to be one of the most fertile in the world,
nd fitted to produce in perfection all the fruits of the

ropics. There is already a small export of sugar, coffee,

ananas, and cocoanuts, but the agricultural development
Bf the country has only lately begun.

British Guiana.

Forming a part of our West Indian system of colonies,
ut situated upon the mainland of South America, and
Jose to the Equator, is British Guiana, for the possession
f which Britain had mhany contests with France and
folland. These countriss still possess large adjoining
The
ortion under British rule is nearly as large as the United
ingdom, and was finally secured to us by the Treaty of
aris in 1814,

Guiana is the only territory which we possess on the
outh American continent. It is a rich colony, and its
ealth has come almost entirely from one great industry,
e production of sugar. Great sugar estates stretch for
iles along the sea-coast and the banks of the great
ers. These estates are chiefly owned by people in London,
e work upon them is done by Indian coolies and other
loured labourers, and few landowners are settled in the
untry. This is probably due to the climate, which, on
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the coast, is more trying to Europeans than that of

islands, where the heat is tempered by the sea-breezes fr

all sides. :
A recent writer says of Guiana :—

“The flat alluvial country along the coast is so w

adapted to the growth of the sugar-cane that sugar
become the one absorbing-industry of the colony. Mj
capital and greater enterprise have been brought to be

upon sugar-growing in British Guiana than in any otk

part of the British Empire. The Demerara sugars havej
" consequence a world-wide name: they were the first Wi

Indian sugar to be brought into the English market reaj

for consumption without further refining, and they h
been taken as a standard by sugar growers and refine
elsewhere. In 1888 the colony exported 110,000 tons

sugar, and, though this was a short crop, it was not mu

less than half of the total sugar export of the British Wi
Indies.”

Gold-mines have also been found in the inland par

and in 1896 more than £449,800 worth was exported,
that gold-mining has become an important industry int
colony. :
El Dorado.

The finding of gold here recalls the famous story
El Dorado, the City of Gold, which was once connected
nLen’ s minds with Guiana. ) ’

More than 300 years ago a Spanish soldier, one of

exploring expedition up the Orinoco, was set adrift byl
.companions, and when, after many months, he found |
way back to his own countrymen, he reported that heh

oen taken 1

Sailing
lkland Isl
Cape Hor

At prese
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that of {,fleen taken by Indians to a’ great inland lake with golden
breezes fr@nds, on which stood a vast city roofed with gold.

xcited by the discoveries of gold which they had actually

adein Peru, many of the Spaniards were ready to believe
st is so wiiilhis fable, and eager adventurers kept exploring South
at sugar merica all through the sixteenth century in search of
lony. Mgilbe City of Gold. It is needless to say that they never
ught to befiund what they sought. But we read in history how
in any othfiillen-a great Englishman, Sir Walter Raleigh, who had
1gars havei pne’ much in founding colonies for Britain, had his
he first Wefilhaginution so filled with these stories of undiscovered
market reifiillealth that he himself conducted two expeditions, and
id they hafiint out others, to explore the rivers and coast of Guiana
and refingiilr the gold-mines supposed to be there.

The Falkland Islands.

British W4l Sailing far away to the south we come to the

lkland Islands, which lie about 480 miles north-east

inland paifl Cape Horn, and are the most southern inhabited British

exported, @pendency. The total area of the islands is about 6,500

dustry in (§luare miles, and the population numbers about 1,890.

was finally established as a British colony about fifty or

xty years ago, after several unsuccessful attempts by the

rous story filench and Spaniards to form settlements. The station is

, connected §ileful at times to ships trading around Cape Horn, or

gaged in the whale fisheries, and in time of war its

ier, one of issession might become of considerable importance from a
 adrift by flval point of view.

he found {8 At present the chief employment of the peop]e is sheep

A that he i4ising, and the exports consist almost entirely of wool,
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live sheep, frozen mutton, hides, and tallow. The pa i extraordin
turage is excellent, but'the cloudy skies and frequent raiyJ§ human ha
make it impossible for grain to ripen. population

South Georgia, about 800 miles to the south-east of thJill forest stoo
Falklands, was taken possession of by Captain Cook il churches, !
"1775. It was once the resort of sealing vessels, but is noyJll ships are
uninhabited. This group of islands is supposed to have yji trains are
area of 1,000 square miles, and though it is sometimafgil it with pas
spoken of as a dependency of the Falklands, it eannot I

considered as having any value to the Empire. /
What

The reaso

CHAPTER VI M close at ha
the great

THE PACIFIC COAST. starting-pl

WE have now completed our short survey of those parfllacross the
of the Empire which are on or near the American continen important
and we return to the Pacific coast of Canada toresume o0 great o
journey around the world. Our point of departure i Let us

Vancouver in British Columbia. watch the |
a train of

Vancouver. vessel has :
We must say something more about this town
Vancouver, for two reasons: first, because we are makin
it a fresh starting-place in our tour around the Empire, a
second, because its history makes us understand what g
changes are rapidly taking place in the newer and mo
distant parts of the Empire.
In 1886 the ground where Vancouver now stands w

coverel with a dense forest, composed chiefly of trees
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extraordinary size. A single house was the only sign of
human habitation. Now, after a few years, it has a
population of more than 20,000 people, and where the
forest stood, are to be seen many miles of fine sireets, with
churches, hotels, shops, and comfortable homess Steam-
ships are unloading fheir cargoes at the wharves, and
trains are arriving at the busy railway station or leaving
it with passengers and merchandise. ,/

, The Canadian Pacific Railway.
What has caused this suddén and wonderful change ?

The reason is that on account of the excellent harbour
8 close at hand Vancouver was selccted as the terminus of
the great railway which crosses Canada, and also as the
starting-place for the steamship lines which carry on trade

across the Pacific. People soon saw that it was to be an
important centre of commerce, and so they flocked thither
in great numbers.

Let us go down beside the harbour in Vancouver and
watch the large steamship which is discharging its cargo into
a train of cars waiting upon the wharf. We find that the
vessel has just arrived from Yokohama in Japan, and that she
is chiefly laden with tea. The tea will be at once sent across
the continent to Eastern Canada or to the United States.
When the steamship has been unloaded she will prepare
for her return voyage to Japan and Chiia. Notice that
besides freight and passengers she will carry the mails
which have just arrived from England. These mails will
reach Japan more speedily than they could by any other
way.
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The Shortest Route to the Far East.

We have seen before that the shortest route across the
Atlantic is that from Great Britain to Halifax or Quebec;
that the shortest railway line across the continent of
America is that from Quebec to Vancouver; and now we
can add that the shortest steamship route across the
Pacific is that from Vancouver to Yokohama. From
London to Yokohama the distance, by crosging Canada,
is about 10,060 miles, or snearly 1,000 miles less than
by way of New York and San Francisco, and it is far
shorter than over the eastern route by way of the Sue
Canal and Singapore. So England’s new way across Canada
to the East is the shortest of all. Useful as it now is
for carrying mails, passengers, and commerce, it might
hecome even more important should the Suez Canal be
closed in time of war.

Something more should be said about the steamship
which is leaving Vancouver for Yokohama, for she belongs
to a class of vessels in which_British people have a specil
ingerest. In the first placeﬁs she is intended to carry the
mails, she is' built to steam rapidly. For a long voyage
and at ordinary times she is planned to go at the rate of
16} knots an hour, and, if necessary, she can go much
faster. At her usual rate of speed she carries the mails
across the Pacific to Yokohama in ten or eleven days.

Observe next that the captain and some of the officers
wear the letters R.N.R. upon their uniforms. \This means
that they belong to the Royal Naval Reserve, and may in
time of war be called upon to serve in the Royal Navy, for
the duties of which they have been trained and examined.
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Again, the ship has been so built that in a very short
time she can have guns placed in position upon her, and
so be changed into an armed cruiser or ship of war. . Guns
for this purpose are kept in store at Vancouver, and also

¥

T i I~ 5 TR

—
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F10. 21.—GUN PRACTICE UPON A MERCANTILE CRUISER.

at Hong Kong, the English port of the China seas.
Should war unfortunately break out between ourselves
and any other Power this change would at once be made,
hen the ship would be ready to defend herself, inflict
lamage on thesnemy, or carry troops or war stores to any
oint where they were required.

Our Government every year pays a large sum of money

o the owners of fast steamships of this class, on the
H
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Atlantic and Indian Oceans as well as the Pacific, partly
for carrying the mails; and partly for holding their ships
thus in readiness to become armed cruisers.

It is believed that these ships would add greatly to the
safety of our commerce in any sudden outbreak of war.

»

Across the Pacific.

The voyage from Canada to Australasia is a long one,
more than 6,600 miles, for we have to cross the Pacific, the
largest of the oceans. On a good steamship, however, the
voyage can be made in Jess than three weeks. In thes
three weeks we find that we have passed from one season
of the year to another. All places in the Northem
Hemisphere—that is, the half of the world between the
North Pole and the Equator—have seasons opposite to those
of corresponding places in the Southern Hemisphere.
When there is winter north of the Equator there is summer
to the south of it, and when the northern summer begins
then winter sets in at the south.

So, again, if you leave Canada in the early spring, you
find, when you arrive three weeks later in New Zealand o
Australia, that it is the beginning of the southern autumn.
In British Columbia the leaves are beginning to burst
forth; in New Zealand the fruits of autumn are being
gathered. One result of this change of season we ought
to note. .As we visit various colonies we find\that in ther
different climates almost every variety of food is produced.

But this is not all. The difference)of season in the
Northern and Southern Hemispheres brings it about thal
grains and fruits are coming to pérfection in different
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ic, partly

parts of the Empire in different months of the year. This
ieir ships

is another kind of variety within the Empire which leads

to trade between ourselves and our own people abroad to
the advantage of both. %

ly to the

| war. \
/ & A Lost Day.
~ Weé, must not forget to note a curious fact connected
long one, with vo}aging across the Pacific. At a certain longitude
acific, the (180°) as you travel westward a day of the week and of
rever, the the month iﬂ’dropped from the reckoning of time. Going
In these to bed, for instance, on Wednesday night, you awake next
e season day to find it is Friday morning. When you arrive at
Northern 8 New Zealand or Australia you find that this new arrange-
sween the B ment of the days corresponds with what is being used
@ to those B there. The old navigators who first went around the
ymisphere. B8 world were much puzzled to find when they returned to
is summer B8 Europe that they had lost a day in their reckoning.
ler begins | Nore.—~When the voyage across the Pacific is eastward, instead of
dropping & day from the calendar, one is added to it. Mr. Froude, in
pring, you “Oceana,” says :—* '.I‘imé ‘am.l its tenses are strange things, an.d at. their
Zealand o strangest when one is travelling round the globe. The question is not
ea only what season is it, but what day is it, and wkat o’clock isit? The
n autumn Captain makes it twelve o’clock when he tells us that it is noon; and it
» to burst seemed as if a supply of time was among the ship’s stores, for when we
2 beine reached 180° East longitude, he presented us with an extra day, and we had
are ° two Thursdays—two eighths of April—in one week. As our course was
we onght eastward, we met the sun each morning before it would rise at the point
iat in their il Where we had been on the morning before; and the day was, therefore,
ducel shorter than the complete period of the globe’s revolution. Each degree
' pr0. ‘I of longitude represented a loss of four minutes, and the total loss in a
on in thefl complete circuit would be an entire day of twenty-four hours. We had
about tha{jigone through half of it, and the captain gwéd.us twelve hours. He paid
& different us these, and advanced us twelve more, whicll ‘we should bave spent or

paid back to him by the time thac we e ghed Liverpool.’
H 2 ‘
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Perhaps this will seem clearer if put in another
way.
An Empire upon which the Sun never sets.
it said that the sun never sects

We sometimes hear
Here is a diagram which

upon our British Empire.

DL,

t.J
Ncsfoundland CapeTown ([

LD
Christmas |,

Lt

J
FiG. 22.—THE TIME OF DAY THROUGHOUT THE EMPIRE.

cnables us to understand this better by pointing out the
hour of the day in various parts of the colonies when it i
noon at Greenwich near Londbn R
A Pacifio Cabl'e'.”
‘Fanning Island is the fipst British possession which w
dome to in crossing the Pagific. It is one of several group
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of small islands, lying in the Pacific, on the route between
(Canada and Australasia, which have been annexed to the
Empire during the last few years. The object of this was
to secure them for use as telegraph stations. Surveys are
being made to test the depth' of the water and the suit-
ability of the sea bettom for laying a cable across the
Pacific, and ‘it is probable that Canada and Australia will
soon have telegraphic connection with each other. England
would also by this means be placed in cable communication
with her most distant colonies by a western as well as an
castern route, the new line having the advantage of
passing exclusively over British soil, unless, indeed, it were
found advantageous to make the Sandwich Islands one
point of connection.

Plans are also being made for a line of fast steamships
to cross the Pac1ﬂc from Canada to New Zealand and
Australia. The growing commerce of these great colonies
promises to make this route one of much importance. By
this line, too, letters could be sent from the United
Kingdom across the Atlantic, Canada, and the Pacific to
New Zepland and some parts of Australia even more
quickly/than they are now sent by way of the Suez Canal.

The Fiji Islands.

Our largest and most interesting possession in Po]y-
nesia is the Fiji group of islands, situated between 15
and 20° south of the Equator.

The area of all the islands, of which there are more
than 200, is 7,740 square miles, and the inhabitants
number more than 121,000, of whom nearly 3,000 are

206435
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Furopeans. Fiji was voluntarily ceded to the Queen in

1874 by the native chiefs and people, who had for some
time desired to place themselves under British rule. It
was then organised as a Crown colony ; but care has been
taken to respect the” customs of the people, annual

FIG. 23.—A BCENE IN FLII.
(From a Photograph by Henry King of Sydney.)

meetings of the chiefs and representatives of the different
districts are held, and as far as possible the management
of local affairs is left in their own hands. In productions
and climate the Fiji Islands much resemble the West
Sugar is now the most important export,
cocoa-nuts are also largely raised,
in Britain, New Zealand, and
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Australia.  Tea, coffee, cotton, and maize are also pro-
duced.

Though near the Equator, Fiji has a climate which is
not specially unfavourable to Europeans, the heat being
moderated, as in the West Indies, by the cool sea-breezes.
The native popula-
tion is mot inclined
to severe agricultural
labour, and to carry

the islands it has been
found necessary toim-
port labourers from
other parts of Poly-
nesia and from India.
The Fiji islanders
present onme of the
most striking ex-
amples to be found
in the Empire of a
whole population
which has been in- |
duced by the efforts : FIG. 2.—A FLJIAN.
of Christian mission- ;
aries to abandon cannibalism and other savage vices
and to adopt a peaceable and comparatively civilised life.
The trade of the islands has greatly increased since
their annexation to the Empire.
The capital of the islands is Suva, in the island of
Viti Levu,
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The Odds and Ends of the Empire. Shou
A few small and isolated possessions of the Empire in would I
the Pacific still remain to be mentioned. supplies
Pitcairn Island, about two miles long and threc. We
quarters of a mile wide, lies in the Pacific about midway will eve
hetween Australia and America. Its inhabitants are the climate
descendants of mutineers from the English man-of-war Europea:
Bounty, who settled here more than a hundred years ago, particuls
and married native wives from other islands.. The little flag in
patch of ground on which they lived was found insufficient northern
for the growing population, and a few years ago the greater 8 them to
number of the people were transferred to Norfolk Island. do not g
Norfolk Island was once used as a conviet station to homes.
which the worst criminals were sent from New South
Wales. When the penal settlement was broken up, in
1853, the Pitcairn Islanders were allowed to settle there,
and they have maintained the simple and primitive life
to which they were accustomed. A missionary school i
also supported in the island, to which native children from As we g«
the Melanesian islands are brought for instruetion by passing ¢
English clergymen. The area of the whole group of once ags
islands, of which Norfolk Island is the chief, is only twelve Temperat
square miles. Obse:
The Cook Islands were taken under British protection 8 globe wl
in 1888, at the request of the people themselves. A which is
considerable trade is carried on with New Zealand, to and the
which the islands send cotton, coffee, copra, and tobacco, i also that
The largest island, Raro-tonga, is an important mission |88 Zone, Au
centre of the Wesleyan ‘Church, which here maintains an are eithe
institution for the education of native missionaries, We may
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Should 4 Panama cangl ever be completed, this group

mpire in would become of importance as a station for coal and
supplies between Australasia and Central America. T |
d three- We need not expeet that in these Pacific islands there

midway @ will ever be a large population of British people. The
3 are the climate of the Torrid Zone is seldom favourable for the

an-of-war European races. We shall have to point out this more
‘ears ago, particularly when we speak of the lands under the British
The little flag in India, in parts of Africa, and eyen in the most
isufficient northern districts of Australia. English people go to
1e greater i them to trade, to direct native labour, to govern, but they
Island. donot go to them in large numbers to formﬂpermanent
tation to homes.

sw South i3 9

en up, in X CHAPTER VII.
itle there,
nitive life
- school is The South Temperate Zone.

AUSTRALASIA—NEW ZEALAND.

dren from As we go southward through the Pacific, we find ourselves
uetion by passing out of the heat of the Torrid Zone, and coming

group of § once again into a cooler climate. We are in the South
nly twelve 88 Temperate Zone.

Observe that there is much less land in the half of the
protection globe which i1s south of the Eqilator than in the half
selves. A which is north of it. 'The continents become narrower
ealand, toJ and the oceans wider as they extend southward. Notice
d tobacco, also that of the lands which are in the SouthTemperate
nt mission Zone, Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania, and South Africa
intains an 8 are either entirely or chiefly under the British flag.
es, We may therefore say that, with the exception of South
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Amerisa, all the best regions of the South Temperate
Zone are possessed and inhabited mainly by British people,

New Zealand.
New Zealand, the first great colony to which we come,

is often called “The Britain of the South.”

Qe o Islands
’ e
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FIG. 25.—NEW ZEALAND,

It has
many points of re.
semblance to our owy
islands which  make it
deserve this name.

First among these

is its maritime posi.
tion. It sthnds out
in the sea at some
distance ~ from  the
neighbouring  conti-
nent, and has a coast
indented with many
good harbours.

Like this country,
again, it  consists
mainly of two large
islands, and  these
islands  are  only
about one-sixth Jess
in size than those

which make up the United Kingdom.

Northern New Zealand is warmer than any part of
this country, but on the whole the climate is more like our
own than is that of any other large colony in which British

people have settled.
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The chief productions of both countries are very similar.
On account of the temperate climate and the moist
atmosphere given by the surrounding sea, most of the i
plants and animals of the British Islands flourish when {i

emperate
h people,

we come, I
It has WM carried over to New Zealand. ‘M‘
of re. It is a singular fact that when the country was

discovered 1t contained no animal, wild or tame, which

our own
make it might serve as human food. Pigs were introduced by
ame. Captain Cook, and soon became scattered in large numbers
mg these over the country in a wild state. Great care has beerl Al
me posi- [l taken by the colonists to introduce not merely such do- ‘M
%nds out [ mestic animals as the horse, cow, and sheep, but also many
at some BB which serve as game, such as the deer, hare, and rabbit,
>m  the J@together with many European birds and fishes. British

conti- [@plants, fruits, and flowers have in the same way been
s a coast J@brought over. The resultis that now the English traveller
th many [lor emigrant sees around him most of the common objects o
s o which he is accustomed at home. L a8
c:(:lnr:il:t’; A Second England.

) : . o -
wo large Even in the scenery, with many differences, there are a

1  these JRlso striking resemblances. About this a well-known
e only vriter has said :— {f*;
ixth less “In New Zealand everything is English. The scenery, i
i those [he colour and general appearance of the water, and the

hape of the hills are very much like that with which we
re familiar in the West of Ireland and the Highlands of i,
Beotland,.  The mountains are brown and sharp aud‘ M
errated, the rivers are bright and rapid, and the lakes are
feep and blfe and bosomed among the mountains. If a

y part of
e like our
ch British

X
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long-sleeping Briton could be set among the Otago hill
and told on waking that he was travelling in Galway or iy
the West of Scotland, he might easily be deceived, though
he knew those countries well.”

Besides these points of similarity it-may be added that
the settlers themselves have consisted more entirely of
English, Scotch, and Irish people, and have had a les
admixture of foreign races than is the case in any othe
of the great colonies.

We can now understand why New Zealand is some.
» times spoken of as “The B[ritéin of the South.” Ther
is no part of the world to which an Englishman could g
where things around would so often remind him o
home.

The History of New Zealand.

We may now speak very briefly of the history of Nev
Zealand. It was discovered in 1642 by the Dutch, wh
gave it the name it now bears, but made no settlement,
After this nothing more is heard of it for more than i
century, but between 1769 and 1778 it was visited by th
famous English navigator Captain Cook, who explored th
coasts and described the country very accurately, as wel
as the native inhabitants, who were a fierce race of can
nibals. Whalers, traders, and others after this visited the
islands from time to time, but the first actual settlement
was made by English missionaries in the North Island i
1814.

Twenty-five years later, in 1839, colonisation bega
in good earnest, and under the direction of differen
companies large numbers of emigrants were sent out. Ii
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N340 New Zealand was made a separate colony, and in the
same year a treaty was mide with the native chiefs by

§ which the sovereignty of the North Island was ceded to

the Queen, but the right of selling their lands was reserved
to the natives. A few years later war broke out with the
Maories, as the natives were called, and this contest was
not concluded till 1869, since which time the colony has
enjoyed peace. In a little more than fifty years a country

which was inhabited only by savage tribes whose greatest
delight was in warfare, and whose constant practice was to
eat those whom they had killed or captured in battle,
has become the home of more than 600,000 British people,
enjoying the comforts and advantages of civilised life just
as people do in England.

The Maories.

There are still nearly 40,000 Maories in New Zealand.
They are now a peaceable people, who have given up
many of their savage customs, and who either culiivate
their own lands or work as farmers, shepherds, or sailors
for English employers. Some of the tribes have a large
income from the lands they sell or lease to English settlers.
Great numbers have been converted to Christianity, and
they have schools, churches, and clergymen of their own.
They also elect men of their own race to be members of
the Legislature of the colony and so assist in making the

laws.
Facts about New Zealand.

Of the two large islands which make up the greater
part of New Zealand one is called the North Island and
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the other the Middle or South Island. Stewart Island is
sometimes called the South Island; it is small and not
important. The strait which separates the two larger

islands is only a few miles wide at its narrowest part.
From north to south New Zealand extends about 1,100

FIG. 26,—MOUNT COOK.

miles. Its greatest breadth is a little over 150 miles, It
stands far out in the Pacific, 1,200 miles from Australia,
the nearest continent.

New Zealand is a mountainous country. The low
mountain ranges in the North Island are from 1,500 to
4,000 feet high, with a few volcanic peaks of still greater
height. Along the whole of the West Coast of the Middle

Island runs a range called the Southern Alps, the higher
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summits of which are covered with perpetual snow. The
height of Mount Cook, the loftiest peak, is' 12,348 feet.
Upon Mount Cook, as well as at other points along the
Southern Alps, glaciers of immense size are found.

Many of the mountain-peaks in the North Island are
extinct voleanoes, and there can still be seen at their sum-
mits the hollow craters from which issued fire and lava.
Two or three of the voleanic mountains still show signs of
activity, and slight earthquake shocks a.re(\iometimes felt
throughout the whole island.

In 1886 a violent eruption took place in what is known
as the Hot Lake District of the North Island. The famous
pink and white terraces formed by these hot'lakes, which
had long been considered among the most wonderful and
beautiful sights in nature, were destroyed by this
eruption.

While mountains are a striking feature in the scenery
of parts of Néw Zealand, there are also extensive plains,
with much undulating country, and fertile valleys among
the hills. The Canterbury Plains, on the Middle Island,
stretch for more than 100 miles along the East Coast
in an almost unbroken level.

New Zealand is a pastoral, farming, and mining
country, and from its pastures, farms, and mines it pro-
duces much to export to other lands. Although the most
distant of our colonies, a very large part of all that New
Zealand thus has to part with is sent to the United
Kingdom. It is well to learn about these exports, for they
help us to understand what are the occupations of the

& people.
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New Zealand Mutton.

In our cities and towns we often observe “New Zealan]
mutton *’ advertised or exposed for sale in butchers’ shops,
If we inquire we shall probably find that this mutton costs
less than English mutton. Why is it that this mutto
can be sold more cheaply than our own, and in what way
does it get to this country ?

In the greater part of New Zealand the climate is s
mild that sheep feed in the pastures all the year round, and
require no barns ‘to shelter them in winter. = They are als
kept in vast numbers, a single owner often having from
20,000 to 100,000 sheep, the whole taken care of by a few
men. These circumstances greatly dimidish the cost of
rparing them. So from its fertile and/well-watered pas.
tures New Zealand can always send awiy excellent mutton
at a,very cheap rate. //

But for a long time it seemed impossible to send it to
England, where it was most needed. A few years ago,
however, it was found that mutton could be sent from
New Zealand to-Great Britain in a frozen state. This was
less than %a/ years ago, but the trade has grown so rapidly
that now every year about a million and a half of frozen
carcases of sheep reach this country from New Zealand *

Great care is used by the New Zealand farmers in
securing good breeds of sheep for the mutton which is to be
sent to the English market. When the animals are in
perfeét condition they are taken from the paddocks where
they have been reared and fattened to the freezing estab-

* In 1896 the value of the frozen meat exported to Great Britain
amounted to £1,251,993.
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lishment, which is usually built beside jthe sea-coast, o
as to-be near the place of shipment. A visit to one of
these ‘establishments shows us the whole process of
preparation.

The sheep are first skilfully slaughtered, skinned, and
dressed ready for market, great attention being prfid to per-
fect cleanliness. After being hung up for sdme hours to
cool, the carcases are transferred to the f'reézmg-chambex
This is a large room, providedewith thiek walls and heavv
doors completely excluding light.and heat.

A visitor sometimes gets permission to’see the interior
of a freezing-chamber. However warm the air may be
out of doors, he should take-care to be provided with a
heavy great-coat. An attendant, carrying a lantern, un-
locks one of the doors, and carefully closes it after entering.
Inside the temperature is found to be like that of the Arctic
regions. The breath which comes from the mouth is con-
densed into thick vapour. Suspended just as we see them
in butchers’ shops are thousands of carcases of mutton, but
if touched they are found to be a\lmost as hard as marble.
In this condition they aré to rémain until they reach
England. Curiosity is soon satisfied in the atmosphere of
a froezing-chamber, and so in a few minutes the visitor is

glad to.get back into the open air.*

* The extreme cold of the freezing chamber is produced by a process
which has been described a3,follows :— .

“ Air, at the ordinary natural temperature is compressed to say one-
third of its natural bulk by steam power. It is then let into a chamber
with walls impervious to heat. The sudden expansion of the air to its
natural bulk again reduces it to one-third of its former temperature, pro-
ducing an intense cold within the chamber; and this process being

I
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Each carcase, when frozen, is encased in a clean white bat froh
calico bag, and taken from the freezing-chamber to a fibre is @
similar one in the hold of one of the large steamships , counteld
which carry the mptton to England. A single vessel often Kius
carries 30,000 or 40,000 carcases, landing them in London which o
in the same state in which they left the works in New from a |
Zealand. At the London Docks they are stored once more northers
in freezing chambers, and thence distributed day by day to quality a
different parts of the co;_'lntry. beneath 1

The sheep thus sent to us are a very small part of those after drc
reared in the country, which number already sixteen or appeared.
seventeen millions. The wool of these is sent to the Kaur
United Kingdom year after year, and forms an export used in G
even more valuable than that of mutton. most exp

extent of
Other New Zealand Products. ]
people g
Besides mutton New Zealand supplies us with other the gum-
articles of food, such as beef, both frozen and preserved in The form
tins, wheat, dairy butter, and fruit. It also sends a great B until he t
many farm and dairy products to Australia. New Zealand B8 to distin,
never suffers from drought, as Australia sometimes does. B8 proceeds f
So when the crops of grain and - vegetables have failed Bl sometime
in New South Wales or Queensland, New Zealanders are Thoug
able to send them all they require. so much ¢
A peculiar product of the country is New Zealand flax B and more
The plant is one which grows wild in swamps or marshy @ single yea
places, and has a leaf shaped like that of the common iris,

constantly maintained by steam power, the temperature within the Gold-n
chamber is permanently kept down to a point corresponding to the com- as shown

pression of the air.” been obta
' I2
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but from four to eight feet long. From this leaf a strgng
fibre is obtained, which is exported to England and other
countries and used in rope-making. -

Kauri gum is another singular product of New Zealand
which forms an important article of €ommerce. It comes
from a pine tree, forests of' which still extend over the
northern parts of the North Island. But the best
quality and far the largest quantity of gum is dug from
beneath the earth, where it has been hidden for centuries
after dropping from forests which have long since dis-
appeared. i

Kauri gum closely resemblés amber, and it is much
used in Great Britain and America for making the best and
most expensive kinds of varnish. It is found over a large
extent of country, and in digging for it a good many
people get employment. The only implements which
the gum-digger requires are a long steel rod and a shovel.
The former he thrusts here and there into the ground
until he touches a piece of gum, which practice enables him
to distinguish from any other substance. This he then
proceeds to dig out. Sometimes the gum is in small lumps,
sometimes in pieces that weigh a hundredweight.

Though finding it in the way I have descrilf seems
so much a matter of chance, large quantities are grocured,
and more than £300,000 worth is sometimes exported in a
single year.

Gold in New Zealand.

Goit}-mining 1s an important industry in New Zealand,
as shown by the fact that about £50,000,000 worth has

been obtained since it was first discovered about thirty
12
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y(?ars ago. The gold is found in many parts of the islands,
and under very different circumstances: sometimes in the
beds of streams or among the sands of the sea-shore, from
which it is obtained by washing ; or embedded in quartz
and other rocks, from which it has to be crushed by
powerful and expensive machinery.

Gold-mining in New Zealand is not now an employ-
ment which excites people with the hope of making a fortune
in a short time, but has become a regular industry, often
requiring a large amount of capital to carry it on, and in
which men earn regular wages as in other kinds of work,
Gold is still sent to England every year to the value of
nearly a million pounds sterling.

Towns and Harbours of New Zealand.

Wellington is the capital of New Zealand. Auckland,
Christchurch, and Dunedin are other .important towns,

Lyttleton (the port of Christchurch), "Wellington, Auck-

land, and Dunedin have all excellent harbours, which
are already defended by batteries of artillery, and might
be made very strong. At Auckland and Lyttleton fine
docks have been built at great expense, in which our
ships of war, even of the largest size, or trading vessels
can be repaired. A wonderful advantage it is to a
great naval Power and trading nation such as ours thus

to have docks and harbours at the other side of the @

world. No other European nation has anything of the
kind. : :

A telegraph cable connects New Zealand with Australia,
whence the line is continued to England; so every day
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our people in New Zealand read in their papers about what
is taking place in this country.

From Auckland in the north, Dunedin in the south,
and Wellington midway between them, steamship lines
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thh our (From a Photograph by Burton Bros., Dunedin.)
g vessels
is" to a run to Australia or Tasmania. We shall take the southern
ours thus route, passing round ““The Bluff,” which is the southern
e of the B point of the Middle Island. As we sail away westward
1z of the and look back upon New Zealand we “feel that this
“Britain of the South” is one of the most beautiful

Australia, homes that our race has found anywhere in the world—a
every day B land which can support many millions of British people;
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producing everythin% to make them prosperous, comfortablo;
and happy.  After"four or five days’ steaming we reach

Hobart in Tasmania.
4 00

CHAPTER VIIIL

AUSTRALASIA—TASMANIA.
" £
Tasmania.

TrE island of Tasmania lies off the southern extremity
of Australia, from which it is separated by the Bass
Straits, at their narrowest part 200 miles wide. The area
of the island is 26,215 square miles, and it is therefore

about five-sixths the size of Ireland. The climate is very

fine and well suited to Europeans. Being much cooler
than the neighbouring continent, Tasmania has become a
favourite summer resort for Australians. The island is
settled chiefly on the northern, eastern, and south-eastern
coasts. The western side is largely covered with dénse
forest, or an almost impenetrable scrub, which makes it
unfit for agriculture and difficult to explore. Late dis-
coveries have proved this part of the country to be very
rich in mineral deposits. The surface of the island is
geﬁerally hilly or mountainous, and numerous streams flow
down from the higher ground to water the fertile valleys.
The island was discovered in 1642 by Tasman, a Dutch
navigator, from whom its present name is derived. He
himself called it Van Diemen’s Land, the name by which
it was long known. The first settlement was not made till
1803, when it was occupied by England as a penal colony.
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Attracted by the fine climate/and soil, many settlers of
wealth and education soon came to the colony, availing
themselves of the labour of convicts in carrying on their
agricultural and pastoral pursuits. The conviet system
was abolished in 1853.

The population now numbers about 160,000. The
native race has become quite extinct, the last native having
died in 1876.

One of the important industries of Tasmania is fruit
culture.

Tasmanian Fruit in England.

At Covent Garden, the great fruit and vegetable
market of London, during the months of April, May, or
June, we may often see large quantities of beautiful, fresh-
looking apples being sold by auction, and we may be told
that it is only five or six weeks since they were picked
from the trees. It is plain that they could not have been
grown in England, but must have come from the other
side of the world, where the seasons are the opposite of
our own. i

These apples come from Tasmania, and reach us at a
time when our own apple trees are only beginning to bud
and flower, and when frgsh fruit is, therefore, most accept-
able. Tasmania, in sofl and climate, is probab1y better
suited than any other part of the Empire to produce our
common English frunits. Not only apples, but pears,
apricots, currants, gooseberries, raspberries, and straw-
berries grow in profusion. Until a few years ago the
chief difficulty of fruit-growers in Tasmania was to find a
market for their abundant fruit. A great deal was made
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into jam, and sent away in that state. But if fresh fruit
was sent to England, it was spoiled by the heat of the torrid
regions through which it had to pass. At last, however,
just as New Zealanders discovered that mutton could be
sent safely when stored in freezing chambers on the steam-
ships, so Tasmanians found that apples could be landed in
London in a sound condition if sent in chambers kept
constantly cool. So now the Tasmanians, from their
orchards more than 12,000 miles away, supply us with
apples at a season when we have none of our own,
and cannot get them from colonies like Canada, which
only send fruit to us in the autumn of the Northern
Hemisphere.

In the best Tasmanian orchards much skill is shown in
the cultivation of fruit. The orchards are constantly
tilled, and kept free from weeds throughout the year;
water is often brought in. channels from a considerable
distance to irrigate the soil; the trees, as they grow, are
carefully pruned in such a way as to admit the light and
air to all parts, and thus bring all the fruit to perfection.
There are few pleasanter sights than that which a Tas-
manian orchard of fifty or a hundred acres presents in the
month of March or April, when every tree is laden with the
rosy, rasset, or golden fruit. From the orchard the fruit is
taken to an apple store-house, where manS' thousands of
bushels may sometimes be seen together, sorted into
separate bins according to their variety and quality. At
the store-houses they are carefully packed in cases holding
a bushel each, and are then shipped away to Australia or
England. ‘
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Other Tasmanian Products.

The fruit of Tasmania has first been. mentioned, not
because it is the most important product of the colony,
but because it is one that is likely to increase greatly under
this new system of carriage, and because the trade in it
illustrates in an interesting way the closeness of our
connection with the most remote parts of the Empire.

Wool is the largest export of Tasmania, as it is of
Australia and New Zealand. The climate has been found
particularly favourable for carrying on experiments in
breeding superior kinds of sheep, with a view tof im-
proving the quality of the wool. It is doubtful whether
better sheep can be found anywhere else in the world.
They command high prices in the Australian colonies, and
several hundred guineas have sometimes been paid for a
single Tasmanian sheep.

Gold is found in considerable quantities, and some
newly discovered silver mines at Mount Zeehan promise to
be very productive. At Mount Bischoff is one of the most
valuable tin mines in the world. About £400,000 worth
of this metal alone is shipped every year to England and
There are also several coal mines.

A traveller often finds out much about the productions
and exports of a new country from what he observes as he
passes over its railways. If you were travelling thus
through the northern parts of Tasmania in the autumn you
would probably see tens of thousands of well-filled sacks
piled up at the stations. The sacks contain potatoes, for
which the soil is peculiarly adapted, and which the island
supplies in large quantities to Australia along with other
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vegetables and fruit. At other stations you would see
large piles of the bark of the Wattle Tree. (This bark i
very valuable for tanning, and a great deal of it is sent
every year to England. Tasmania has large forests of fine
timber, and some of its many beautiful woods are parti.
cularly good for cabinet-work, for which purpose they are
exported to this country.

A cable gives Tasmania telegraphic communication
with Australia and the rest of the world.

Hobart in the south and Launceston in the north are
the two chief towns. From both of them steamships run
to the principal Australian ports. A voyage of 200 miles
takes us across the Basg Straits to Australia.

J

*e

CHAPTER IX.
THE AUSTRALIAN CONTINENT—NEW SOUTH WALES.
Australia.

'WEe have now come in the Southern Hemisphere to a
portion of the Empire which in size is only second to the

Dominion of Canada. You see on the map that Australia
is_an immense island, by far the largest in the world. It
is, perhaps, more correctly spoken of as a continent. From
east to west, at its widest point, it extends 2,400 miles,
and from north to south 1,970 miles. The length of ils
~ coast-line is about 8,000 miles. The area of its whole
surface is more than three millions of square miles.
Australia is, therefore, nearly as' large as the whole of
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Europe. It is about twenty-five times the size of the
United Kingdom.

The whole of this vast .area is under the British flag,
and is gradually being occupied by an English-speaking
people.

The French were before us in Canada, the Dutch in
South Africa, the Spaniards in the West Indies, while in
Tndia we had to compete with Portuguese, Dutch, and
French. Our possessions in these different countries were
therefore gained partly by conquest and partly by settle-
ment. In Australasia alone no other European nation
had tried to get a footing before ourselves. Our people
have thus been left free to occupy and settle their different
colonies without interference.

First Settlement of Australia.

When men or women are convicted of crimes they are
often sent to gaol, or, if the offence is a serious one, to
convict prisons, where they are closely watched and made
to labour, sometimes for many years, sometimes through
the whole course of their lives. For this purpose almost-
every town has a gaol, and .at .places like Dartmoor and
Chatham, large prisons are maintained where hundreds of
criminals are guarded and employed.

Many years ago it was believed that one of the best
ways to deal with people who had broken the laws was
to send them away to some new and distant land. This
was partly as a punishment, partly that their labour
might be usefully employed, and partly in the hope that if
they wished to amend, they might in a new country more
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easily get a fresh start in life. Criminals had thus beep
sent out to the West Indies, and to Virginisand the Caro.
linas in America, but after the American Revolutionary
war it was found necessary to fix upon some new place,
and the far distant and then quite unsettled Australia was
chosen.

No doubt those who carried out this plan thought it
was for the best, and so long as a colony had no other
population than the cdnvicts there was nothing wrong in
it. But when free settlers began to flock into the country
they soon raised objections to the new colonies being
burdened with so many bad citizens, and English people
had to admit that their view was just. Transportation
was therefore abolished, after it had been carried on for
nearly fifty years. It had servéd a useful purpose in
making known an entirely unsettled land to which emigra-
tion had not yet been turned, and in overcoming the first
great difficulties of settlement.

Canada and Australia Compared.

We have seen that Australia, the largest division of
the Empiré in the Southern Hemisphere, is nearly equal in
size to Canada, the greatest in the Northern. In other
ways, however, the contrast between these two great
countries is very remarkable.

Let us compare them briefly, that we may understand
the different circumstances in which our people find
themselves when they settle in these widgly separate
parts of the Empire.

. Both'. comprise immense regions where millions of
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British people are finding comfortable and prosperous
homes, though in Canada they must be prepared to
endure a greater degree of winter cold, in Australia a
greater intensity of summer heat; than in these islands.

In Canada we are struck with the extraordinary
abundance of water, opening up the country in every
direction. Broad lakes and splendid rivers stretch across
the continent, with ponds and gurgling brooks and rivu-
lets everywhere, ka

One of the most marked features, on the other hand,
of Australia is the absence of large rivers and lakes to
give the means of inland navigation, or even to furnish
sufficient supplies of fresh water.

The portiotis of Northern Canada which stretch up to
the Arctic Circle are made uninhabitable by the excessive
cold. '

Northern Australia, on the contrary, extends into the
Torrid Zone, and the parts which are uninhabitable are
made so by excessive heat.

In parts of Canada the farmer sometimes has to dread
an early frost ; in Australia he must guard against the
chance of droughts which destroy alike his crops and
cattle.

These are only a few illustrations which will show us
that people who go to Canada have to get into different
ways of life from those who go to Australia.

In both countries there are difficulties to contend with.
But we must always remember that it is by overcoming
difficulties that both men and nations become strong and
self-reliant.
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The Southern Cross. Cross Emy

When we are sailing southwards shortly after crossing the flags
the Equator, a new constellation will appear in the southern
sky, a constellation never seen by those who live in the
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FIG. 28.—THE SOUTHERN CROSS.

|

Northern Hemisplﬂlere. _As we get further south this

constellation will appear -higher in the heavens, always New 8
pointing to the South Pole, as our Great Bear in the Bl Tt oceivec
Northern Hemisphere points' to the dorth Pole.  The B explored if
arrangement of the stars in this const®ation is shown in Bl wictern sid
the picture which is given above. It is known as the i ¢, itdn
Southern Cross, and the Australians have taken it as an B which it st
emblem of their great island, The stars of the Southern B8 if the colo;
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Cross i‘;lay be seen, togeﬁer with the Union Jack, upon
the flags of New South Wales and Victoria.

Diviions of Australia.
The whole of Australia is divided into five provinces,
or colonies: New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland,
South Australia, and Western Australia. Up to the
present time there has been no common Government-for
the whole Australian continent. Each colony has acted
independently of all the others, having a Legislature of its
own and a governor appointed by the Queen.

Steps are now being taken to confederate all the
colonies of Australia, together with Tasmania, and possibly
New Zealand, into a single state, baving one central

_Parliament and a Governor-General, as has been done in
. Canada.

There is much similarity in the productions of the
different Australian Colonies and the occupations of their
people. It will be best, nevertheless, to say very briefly
something about each one separately, and in connection
with each'some feature may be selected which illustrates
Australian life.

New South Wales.

New South ‘Wales is the mother colony of Australia.
It received its/nmame in 1770 from Captain Cook, who
explored its coasts, and it originally included the whole
eastern side of the coptinent. ' Victoria was separated
from it in 1851, and Queensland in 1859. The territory-
which it still retains, however, is so extensive that the area
of the colony is six times that of England.
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The first settlement was made in 1788. On the 20th
of January in that year Captain Philip, who had been
sent out to form a penal colony, landed on the shores of
Port Jackson, and proclaimed British supremacy over
Australia.

The great difficulties which were met with in forming
the first settlement were gradually overcome, and so many
free immigrants had. come into the country during the
first fifty years that further transportatlon was objected
to. It was entirely abolished in 1853, and in 1856 the
same complete self-government was granted to the colony
which the Canadian provinces had received some years
before.

Sydney.
Around the spot where Captain Philip landed now

stands the capital of the colony, Sydney, which in little
more than a hundred years has grown to be a city with
upwards of 400,000 inhabitants, while the population of
the whole colony, though it has been twice subdivided by
setting off the Colonies of Victoria and Queensland, is
now about one million'and a quarter.

Sydney is situated upon one of the largest and most

beautiful harbours in the world. - But we have , before
learned that it requires something more than a fine ka;rbour

to make a great and wealthy commercial port such as

Sydney is. We observed that Liverpool was a grea
commercial port because it had behind it large manufac
turing cities with millions of inhabitants who had to b
supplied with food and the materials used-in manufacture
Now Sydney and other Australian cities have become
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great because they have behind them a vast country which
produces this food and material for manufacture to be
exported to other countries, and most of all to England.

We may illustrate this by describing the greatest
industry of Australia, that of rearing sheep. In this, New .
South Wales has adways taken the lead. It is the great
pastoral colony, and™“hds ‘now within its borders nearly
56,000,000 sheep. 4

: Australian 'Wool.

The woollen mills in different parts of England, and
especially in Yorkshire, give employment to many hundred
thousands of workmen. The cloth which these mills
produce is not only used to clothe our own people here,
but is sent to every part of the world, and has become
one of the chief articles of our commerce.

But the United Kingdom itself produces only a small
proportion of all the wool which we thus manufacture into
cloth. To buy enough to keep our mills and workmen
busy we sometimes spend as much as £25,000,000 in a
single. year. It*is brought from many lands, but by far
the greater portion of what we use comes from other parts
of our own Empire. \I‘he-largest supplies of all we get
from Australia and the neighbouring colonies of New
Zealand and Tasmania. . '

Although Australia has been settled by British people
little more than a hundred years, it~has) already become
the largest wool-exporting country of the world. Sheep
were first brought from England about the year 1800,
and now there are 96,000,000 in Australia alone, and
in the whole of Austrclasia more than 115,000,000.

, >
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Nearly all the wool from these vast flocks comes to
England, and of all that comes a great deal is sent to
supply the mills of Yorkshire. Thus the industry of thoke
who are spinning, weaving, and dyeing wool in this
) country is very closely connected with the industry of
" those who are producing it at the other side of the
world.

The remarkably rapid increase of the flocks to which we
have referred is due to the fact that Australia has great
advantages as a pastoral country. The climate is so mild
that it is unnecessary to provide barns or other shelter for
sheep in winter. As there is no snow, the pastures supply
them with food all the year round. There are vast regions
of country unfit for agriculture, and scantily covered with
wild grasses and shrubs, on which sheep are found to

thrive. Large flocks are kept even where the vegetation
is so scanty that from five to ten acres of land are allowed
for each sheep. Under such circumstances, if the flock is
large, the estate on which it feeds must be immense.

Sheep Runs and Squatters.

An estate of this kind is called a “ Sheep Run,” and
the proprietor, who may either own the land or lease it
from Government, is called a ¢ Squatter.” A singl
squatter often owns from 10,000 to 250,000 sheep. The
size of the run depends partly upon the number of shee
to be pastured, and partly upon the character of the
vegetation. Where the latter is scanty and the flocks
large, the run may cover hundreds of thousands of acres
Even for such estates as this there is plenty of room in
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Australia.  In New South Wales alone about 150,000,000

acres of land are held on lease from the Government,
besides what has been sold.

Formerly the flocks roamed at large over the open
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FIG, 29.—ON A SHEEP RUN,

country, tended by sllél)herds who lived a rough life in
rude huts.

Now on the large runs the “station,” as the

house of the squatter is called, is usually a comfortable and
sometimes a luxurious home, fitted with everything com-

monly found in a well-furnished house in England. The
J2
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run itself is enclosed and divided into paddocks by wire
fences. The shepherds are ““ Boundary Riders,” mounted
men who spend the whole day in the saddle, riding from
place to place to visit the flocks.

The Squatter's Enemies. ’

Great as are Australia’s advantages for rearing sheep,
the squatter has often great difficulties and dangers with
““ which to contend. That which he fears most of all is
drought. Sometimes for months together there is no rain,
the grass dies, and the only food the sheep can get is that
furnighed by the desert shrubs which even severe drought
cannot ‘kill. Still worse, the springs and water-courses
dry up, and then there have been times when thousands
and even millions of sheep have died in a single seasm
from want of water.

Occasionally, after a prolonged drought, the rain
descend in torrents, the beds of the shallow rivers over
flow, and floods cover the low country for miles around.

With one strange enemy the squatter often has s
desperate fight. In this country we only know the rabbi
as an inoffensive little animal, which is allowed to burrow
in parks and hedges, and when shot is used for food. I
Australia rabbits hav’e“) become a terrible pest, swarming
over the country in millions, and ruining whole runs by
eating .up the grass on which the sheep feed. Gral
numbers of people are employed and thousands of pound

are spent in shooting, trapping, poisoning, and in manjj

other ways destroying them. Hundreds of miles of,fin
wire fence are sometimes constructed to cut them off fros
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certain districts. But a considerable article of commerce
is derived even from this nuisance. Many millions of
rabbit-skins are every year sent to England, where they
are employed for making the felt used in the manufacture
of hats, and for other purposes.

New South Wales has many other industries besides
that of producing wool. Large herds of cattle are reared,
orange groves cover many thousands of acres, and fruit-
growing is constantly becoming a more important occu-
pation. In some districts the agricultural lands are excel-
lent. The coal mines give employment to many thousands
of miners, and coal is exported not only to the other
colonies, but to America, China, and South Africa.

There are valuable mines of gold, silver, copper, tin, and
antimony.

*e

CHAPTER X.
THE AUSTRALIAN CONTINENT—VICTORIA.

Victoria.

Victoria, as we see on the map, is in the southern
part of Australia, and it therefore has a climate which is
cooler and more agreeable for Europeans than that of any
other portion of the continent.

It has an area of nearly 88,000 square miles, and is
about equal in size to England, Wales, and Scotland.
Although the smallest of the Australian colonies, it is one

§ of the most wealthy and important.

The resources of Victoria are varied. As in New
South Wales, a great many sheep and cattle are reared,

o~
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but the tendency in late years has been to devote the
\ land to agriculture, for which the cooler climate and
\less exposure to drought make the colony well suited.
Increasing attention is also being given to vine-growing,
and the production of wine is now more than a million

=2 LAR
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FIG. %.—N?V LAW COURTS, MELBOURNE.

(From a Phbtograph by Mr. Lindt, Melbourne.)
¢

and a half gallons each year. Manufactures of variow
kinds are largely carried on in Melbourne and the smalle
towns of the colony.

But it is neither for its wool nor its gheat, its wine
nor its manufactures, that Victoria has &een most cele
brated in the past.

Sixty years ago Melbourne, now the capital of the
colony, was g small village with a few hundreds of inhabit:
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ants. Now it is a city containing nearly 500,000 people,
and so is one of the great cities of the Empire. Thissis a
very wonderful change to take place in so short a time,
and it is interesting to know how it came about.

Gold.

In the year 1851 Victoria was separated from New
South Wales, and formed into an independent colony.
Up to this time its population had grown slowly and
steadily, as settlers came to take up land in districts

~ favourable for farming or for establishing sheep runs.

But in that year an event occurred which suddenly drew
to it people from all parts of the globe, and made the
colony more thought of and talked about for a time
throughout the civilised world than almost any other place.
The discovery of gold was the event which caused this
great change in the fortunes of the country. At many
points within sixty or seventy miles of Melbourne the
precious metal was found scattered through the'soil and
gravel in the beds of streams, along the valleys, or on the
slopes of the hills. Deposits so rich had never been found
before. Sometimes a lucky miner would light upon a
nugget,” as'the lumps of gold were called, worth severa'
hundreds or even several thousands of pounds.

The Rush to the “ Diggings.”

The excitement caused by these discoveries was very
great. Men hurried in thousands from every part of the
neighbouring colonies to the gold-fields. In the cities

v lawyers and doctors gave up their professions, and mer-
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chants and clerks abandoned their offices to betake them.
selves to mining. The ships in the harbours were left
without sailors, the streets without policemen, the gaols
without warders. The news sp?,d to Europe and America,
and soon enterprising ‘men of“all nations began pouring
into the country by thousands. The arrivals during the
year 1852 alone numbered ],00,000, so that the population
of the colony was doubled./ In that year one hundred and
seventy-four tons of gold, valued at £14,000,000, were
taken from the gromg]. Within ten years £100,000,000
worth of gold had been sent away from Victoria.

With such vast numbers of men joining in the search
for gold, while a few got rich by mining many met with
Fortunately the gold “rush” caused a
The hundreds of

disappointment.
demand for almost every kind of labour.

thousands of people crowding into the country had to be
supplied with shelter, food, clothing, and other necessaries

of life. Farmers and shepherds got good prices for their
grain and vegetables, sheep and cattle; the harbour was
full of ships bringing manufactured goods from England;
miles of streets were being built up with warehouses, shops,
dwellings, and public buildings, and so everybody had
plenty of employment.

There is an old fable which tells us of a farmer who,
when dying, told his sons that there was a treasure con-
cealed in a certain field of their farm.
was dead and buried the sons set to work searching for
this treasure, digging carefully over every foot of the
ground. After long search, being unable to find the
treasure, they again went back to the farming. Then it
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/

q/s that they found out the real meaning of what their
ather had said, for the field had been tilled so thoroughly
hat it produced crops and gave them a return such as it
ad never done before.

Something like this happens in countries like Victoria
when gold is discovered: People rush there to search for

he very fields where thousands of miners once

may now be seen beautiful towns surrounded
by fgrtile farms. Melbourne, which grew rich through
gold, 1s now kept rich by the wool and cattle, wheat and
wine, which are raised in these great farming districts.

Gold-x;i/lining at the Present Day.

A good deal of gold is, however, still obtained.
When the richer mines had become exhausted, and all
the gold had been washed from the surface soil, shafts,
sometimes nearly 2,000 feet deep, were sunk to reefs of
quartz beneath. The rock, when brought to the surface,
is crushed by powerful machinery to a fine powder, from
which the gold is extracted by various processes.

The period of gold excitement in the history of Victoria
enables us to -understand how the discovery of mines
sometimes makes rapid changes in a few years, turning a
small town into a great city, or lifting an unimportant
colony into the position of an influential State. We
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find that the same char:ge has taken place, or is still going
on, in other countries occupied by our people.

We have mentioned the immense amount of gold that
has been obtained in Victoria. Smaller but still very

FIG. 31,—GOLD-CRUSHING * sTAMPS.”

considerable quantities are dug up in the other Australasian
Altogether its value has amounted to more than
£300,000,000. Of all this vast sum, by far the greatest
part has come to England.

If we look into the jewellers’ and goldsmiths’ shops
as we walk along the streets of any large town we
see at once how much gold is used in this country
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in making plate, watches, and jewellery of many
kinds.

A great deal is used in various arts. The manufacture
of gold in many forms giveg employment to a large
number of our people.

Still more is required fot money. Many: millions of
sovereigns and half-sovereigns are constantly circulating
from hand to hand in carrying on trade and industry, or
are stored up in the banks ready for use.

Sometimes the gold of Australia is sent to England
in the form of bars or ingots, which are sold here to be
coinell into money at the Royal Mint, or used in manu-
factures. But a great deal also comes in. the form of
money it&elf.

A great many of the sovereigns used in this country
are not merely made of Australian gold, but are actually
coined in Australia. If you have' an opportunity to
look carefully over a number of sovereigns, you will
probably discover among them some which have the letter
M or the letter S stamped upon them just beneath the
profile of the Queen. The M shows that the sovereign
which bears it was coined at Melbourne ; S is the mark of
the Sydney Mint in New South Wales. At these two
branches of the Royfl Mint more than four millions of
sovereigns are often coined in a single year. A large pro-
portion of these are sent to England, and in some years
more than three millions have been received in the*Bank
of England, from which they pass again into general
circulation in this country.

Observe that these Australian sovereigns, though made
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on the other side of the world, bear the stamp of the
Queen’s head, and so are taken everywhere as English
Currency, and indeed can only be distinguished from coins
made in England by the marks referred to, so slight that
few observe them or understand what they mean.

Australian Naval Defence.

With all these treasures to guard, it is not wonderful
that the people of Sydney and Melbourne should take
pains to keep safe what they have got, and we need not
therefore be surprised to find that both cities are strongly
fortified against attack.

While she is strengthening herself within, Australia
has not forgotten to protect herself from enemies without.
Unluckily, perhaps, Australia has neighbours who are not
of British origin, for Germany, France, and Holland have
now got possessions in the South Pacific. In order, there-
fore, to be safe against any attack, and also to be able to
help to defend the Empire in case of war, the Australians
have arranged with the British Government for the supply
of a certain number of ships of war which will be
kept usually in Australign waters. The cost of keeping
up these ships is paid for by the Governments of the
Australian colonies. The vessels have been specially built
for the purpose, and have been called by Australian names,
such as the Ringarooma, Mildura, Boomerang, Karakatla,
and so on. They are fast and well-armed ships, and may
be depended upon to do honour to the flag which they
carry, and which is the white ensign of the Royal Navy.
The picture shows us one of the largest\of the Australian
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squadron, the Ringarooma. She has a speed of sixteen Britain; as
knots an hour, and carries eight guns. made’ fron
world.
The c
CHAPTER XI. colony is
lemons, ol
cultivated
South Australia. Furthe
The map shows that South Australia stretches quite dry for fa
across the centre of the continent from mnorth to south. half-deser
Its name, which was appropriate enough when the colony Copper
was first formed, and only included the southern half of its South Au
present territory, does not give a true idea of its actual 1845, yie
position and boundaries. The great northern section, once three year
called “ No Man’s Land,” was added in 1861. of Englis
Most of the population is settled in the south. Should many sh
the population of the north ever increase largely, it is England.
probable that the colony would be divided, as Adelaide, The v
the capital, is too far off from the northern districts to South Au
admit of satisfactory government from such a distant point. Adelai
Since the area is now above 900,000 square miles, or more 133,000 i
than France, Germany, Austria, and Italy together, there is from Eng

enough room for subdivision. | bourne, S
' is regular

Products of South Australia. public pa

South Australia was first settled in 1836 by free emi- mountains
grants entirely, and on a plan which was expected to make
it chiefly an agricultural country. It has been distin-
guished among the other colonies for its large production About
of wheat, of which it has long exported a great deal to mine of

e

THE AUSTRALIAN CONTINENT—SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
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Britain; as well as to other parts of Australia. The flour
made’ from its wheat is reckoned among the best in the .
world.

The climate of the southern or settled parts of the
colony is very similar to that of Italy. Grapes, oranges,
lemons, olives, and similar fruits flourish, and are much
cultivated.

Further north and inland the country is too hot and
dry for farming, but great flock§ of sheep are fed on the
half-desert pastures, as in other parts of Australia.

Copper mines have been a source of much wealth in
South Australia. The Burra Burra Mines, discovered in
1845, yielded copper to the value of £700,000 within
three years of the time they were opened. Large numbers
of English miners went out to work in these mines, and
many ships were employed in carrying the ore to
England. ;

The value of the copper obtained from the mines -of
South Australia up to 1890 was nearly £20,000,000.

Adelaide, the Capital and the largest town, has about
133,000 inhabitants. It is the port at which steamships
from England land the mails to be sent on by rail to Mel-
bourne, Sydney, and other parts of Australia. Adelaide
is regularly laid out, with wide streets and beautiful
public parks and gardens. Behind it is a fine range of
mountains, which adds to the beauty of the city.

“Broken Hill.”

About 850 miles from Adelaide is the famous silver
mine of Broken Hill, the richest in the world. It is
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approached from South Australia, but is just within the
borders of New South Wales. Less than ten years ago
Broken Hill was only known as a lonely station, in an
almost desert country, where a few sheep were pastured on
the scanty vegétation. But as soon as silver was dis.
covered people crowded to the place, and now it is a town
with about 25,000 inhabitants,/and presents a wonderful
scene of busy industry. All-along the hill for several

miles are to be seen the huge engines employed in lifting
the ore from the mines, the machinery with which it is
crushed, the furnaces in which it is smelted. Every week
six or seven tons of silver, and many hundreds of tons of
lead with which the silver is mingled, are taken from the
different mines. 'The railroads are busy carrying the lead
and silver to the sea-coast, where it is shipped to England,

or in bringing back the English goods which fill the shops,
the English coke used in smelting, the English machinery
employed in the works, the food which the people require
the mining timber which comes from British Columbia or
New Zealand—and many other articles of commerce from
various parts of the world. Thus, in the heart of a desert,
otherwise incapable of supporting any considerable popula-
tion, a large British community has been built up by the
discovery of a silver mine. So abundant is the ore tlu&
there i1s no likelihooq of its being exhausted for many a
year to come.
South Australian Explorers.

It has been mentioned before that vast deserts cover
much of the central and western portions of Australia
How terrible these deserts are is best proved by the many
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in the spots in them which mark the graves of adventurous
s ago explorers who, in their efforts to penetrate or cross the
, in = continent, after struggling on for weeks or months, at ]asf\\
red on perished for want of food or water. It was not until
as dis- 1861, and after many attempts had failed, that the
a town continent was first crossed from south to north.

nderful Ten years later the people of South Australia under-
several took a splendid, and what was at that time a very difficult,

lifting task. This was to construct-a line of telegraph across the
h it s colony from Adelaide in the south to Port Darwin in the
y week north. For 1,300 miles of the distance the line had to

tons of be carried through a country only once before traversed,
om the and then with extreme difficulty, by a small party of
he lead white men. Wells had to be dug along the route to
ngland, supply men am{inimals with water. Provisions, telegraph

» shops, posts, the wire itself, and all other appliances, had to be
chinery carried great distances over rocky and sandy deserts. It
requirt; took two years of strenuous effort to complete the task.

SR o We may be sure tfat all this t®uble was not taken

e - From merely to reach Port Darwin, then an almost uninhabited
. desert, spot. It was for the great purpose of uniting more closely
popula- by means of the telegraph our people in all Australasia
Cy {he with the people of these British Islands. A cable had
5 u,.%; been laid from Port Darwin’ to Java, and continued to

India, whence there were already wires to England. Great
numbers of messages are now sent over this long line of
wire every day. Almost every morning we have in English
papers accounts of what was taking place a few hours
before in Australia, and Australian papers have every day
two or three columns of English news of the day before.
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Business men consult each other and friends talk acrosg

all this stretch of ocean and desert. It has been truly

said that by telegraphs we have made the whole world THE AUS
one great whispering gallery.

How Melbourne Talks to London.

In passing from Melbourne to London a telegram goes Weste

over 13,695 miles of wire, of which 4,408 miles are land than a m
lines and 9,287 miles consist of submarine cables. The the Austr
\_ message cannot be sent the whole of this immense distance The cc
\at once, but must be repeated at many points.’ presents :
Here is a list which shows the different points at forests ar
which it is repeated, and the distance from one point to excellent 1

another. On the |

Miles. :
Melbourne—Mount Gambier 2 . : . 300 lands’ -

Mount Gambier—Adelaide . ; : 2 SN0 to the gl
Adelaide—Port Augusta . y v X . 200 and ﬁg.
Port Augusta—Alice Springs . : . . 1,036 In the
Alice Springs—Port Darwin ' " . . 898

Port Darwin—Banjoewangie . . . . 1,150 deserts, so
Banjoewangie—Batavia . . . . . 480 and other:
Batavia—Singapore . . E ‘ ! . B33
Singapore—Penang . . : - " . 399
Penang—Madras . . e TGN : . 1,280 these deser
Madras—Bombay W et § e T T which ext
Bombay—Aden . . P # : . . 1,662

Aden—ySuez : . 2 . . : Ry doubtle\ss ;
Suez— Alexandria o BRI . o a great she
Alexandria—Malta . . . . . . 828 Of ]aﬁ
Malta—Gibraltar . . . . - : . 1,008
Gibraltar—Falmouth . : : ‘ . . 1,061
Falmouth—London . SO s . 3560 the lack o
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CHAPTER XII.

THE AUSTRALIAN CONTINENT— WESTERN AUSTRALIA AND

QUEENSLAND. »
“

Western Australia.

Western Australia has a territory extending over more
than a million square miles, and is therefore the largest 6f
the Australian colonies. |

The country, much of which has not yet been explored,
presents a wide field to, the adventurous settler. The
forests are very extenive and contain many kinds of
excellent timber. There is a large export of sandal-wood.
On the south and west there are good agricultural
lands, and both soil and climate are adapted not only
to the growth of wheat, but also of the vine, olive,
and fig. :

In the inland regions there are known to be vast
deserts, some of bare sand, some’covered with dense scrub,
and others almost impossible” to cross from being over-
grown with a prickly plant called Spinifex. But before
these deserts are reached there is the same pastoral country
which extends over so much of the other colonies, and
doubtless Western Australia will in time like them become
a great sheep- and cattle-raising country.

Of late; great deposits of gold have been found in
and near Coolgardie. The mining is difficult owing to
the lack of water, nevertheless a large amount of gold
is mined and exported. Copper and lead are also found
in Western Australia, and there is a valuable fishery for
pearls and pearl-shell. \

K 2 ‘ ; )
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The first settlement was made in 1829. At the request
of the colonists themselves, who were much in need of
labour, the S8wan River Settlement was made a convict
establishment from 1850 to 1868. Transportation was
then finally abolished. Till quite lately Western Australia
was a Crown colony. In 1890 it was given a Legislature
of its own, and under the new system it is hoped that
the colony will develop rapidly.

The capital is Perth. Next in importance are Fre-
mantle and Albany. The latter is situated on King
George’s Sound, an important naval station which is now

being strongly fortified at the joint expense of Great(

‘Britain and the Australian colonies.

Mail steamships on their way from England to Mel.
bourne and Sydney stop at King George’s Sound. From
Albany a line of telegraph has been constructed across the
south of the continent to Adelaide, and when the steam-
ships arrive each week a great deal of English news is
telegraphed forward to Melbourne, Sydney, and other
Australian cities, which it thus reaches some days before
the vessels which brought it from England.

\

Queensland.

Queensland has the large area of about 670,000
square miles, or five and a balf times that of the United
Kingdom. It occupies the north-eastern-portion of the
Australian continent, and stretches far up into the Torrid
Zone. It has formed a separate colony since 1859, having
previously been a part of New South Wales. The vast
extent of Queensland, and the difficulty of carrying on the
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government of the northern districts from the present ,
capital, Brishane, which is on the southern border, makes
it probable that the colony will soon be subdivided.

request
1eed of
convict
on was Producte of Queensland.
ustralia
islature
ed that

Lying partly in the Temperate and partly in the Torrid
Zone, Queensland has the productions of both. On the
Darling Downs and other high ground of the southern
districts wheat, barley, oats, and other European grains
flourish. Maize is very largely cultivated, and extensive
districts are suited for the growth of cotton, coffee, tobacco,
oranges, and grapes.

Further north the fertile lands along the coast are
£ Mel-‘ admirably adapted for the culture of the banana, the pine-
apple, and the sugar-cane. As in the other Australian
colonies, sheep are largely reared, and on the vast plains
which stretch to the western boundary, millions of cattle
are pastured, forming one of the most important features
of pastoral life in Queensland.

The mineral wealth of the colony is also great. Gold
is obtained in many districts, and one mine, Mount
Morgan, is perhaps the most valuable and wonderful
deposit of that metal now known in the world.
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Mount Morgan.

Mount Morgan is very different from the other mines
in Australia hitherto mentioned, but, in its way, is quite
as wonderful as any of them. It is a low mountain or hill
in the midst of a pastoral country, and apparently not
different from the other hi}'.ls around it. But all through

/
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the earth and rocks which compose it gold exists so
finely distributed that it can seldom be seen with the naked
eye. The rocks and earth are ground up into the finest
powder, which is then put through a number of chemical
processes until the gold is finally extracted from it.
This mine has sometimes given to its few fortunate
proprietors more than a million pounds sterling a year
beyond the cost of working it. Gold-mining here is
something very different from that mentioned in con-
nection with the early days of Victoria. There the miners
dug up great nuggets, or washed small lumps of gold
from the sand. At Mount Morgan the work is less
exciting, and usually only the chemists who carry out
the final processes of extraction see the gold at all. Cast
into bars or ingots, much of it is sent to England direct.
Another portion goes to the mints of Sydney or Mel-
bourne, and, if it comes to us, does so in the shape of
sovereigns.

Copper, silver, tin, antimony, coal, and other minerals
are also found. On the coast the fisheries for pearl and
tortoiseshell form an industry of some importance, and
béche-de-mer, a kind of edible sea-slug, is collected in great
quantities and exported to China, where it is esteemed a
delicacy.

‘ Sugar.

Sugar is one of the important products of Queensland,
and sugar plantations are found at intervals along more
than 1,200 miles of the coast. In the southern districts
“much of the work is done by white settlers. Each farmer

has a small plantation of his own, and sends his cane,
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when ripe, to a mill which manufactures sugar for a
whole district, just as English farmers send their wheat
to the miller to be ground.

Further north the climate of the low-lying sugar
districts on the coast becomes very trying for white men
to work in, and here the cultivation of the plantations
has been chiefly carried on by means of coloured labourers
brought from the Pacific Islands.  These Kanakas,
as they are called, are hired, like coolies, for a certain
number of years, and then sent back to their homes.

The sugar estates are usually large, and as they are
furnished with expensive machinery and often give employ-
ment to hundreds of Kanakas, they require much capital
to carry them on. The direction of the coloured labourers
and the management of those operations in sugar mahu-
facture which require special skill and knowledge furnish
to the English settlers occupations in which they are less
exposed to the heat.

Cattle Runs.

More than five and a half million cattle are fed upon
the pasture-lands of Queensland, and in this particular it
surpasses all the other Australian colonies.

The cattle are reared upon ‘““runs” even larger than
those used for sheep, and sometimes covering many
hundreds of square miles. Here they are cared for by
“stock-riders,” or mounted men who spend the whole
day in the saddle in managing and looking after the
herds. From time to time the cattle are “ rounded up”
and brought into the stock-yards which are attached to
every cattle station.
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The cattle, when fattened, are driven in “mobs” from
the remote stations, often over more than a thousand
miies, to the markets of Sydney, Melbourne, or Adelaide,
All over the pastoral districts of Australia roads are left
through the country wide enough for nfobs of cattle or
sheep to find food upon these long journeys, which often
occupy several months.

Besides the cattle sent to these distant markets, other
herds are sent to the Queensland coast, where the meat is
frozen in the same manner as New Zealand mutton, or
preserved in tins, and, with the hides and tallow, shipped

N

to England. 2

From what has been said we may judge that Queensland
has wonderful resources and presents many opportunities
for industry and the acquisition of wealth.

To many people the heat of the climate seems a serious
drawback, and there are districts in the extreme north
where it is not likely that white people will be able to
work vigorously and maintain their health. The summer
heat of the inland plains, however, is said to be much more
easily endured, owing to the dryness of the atmosphere,
and the climate of the south and of the more hilly
regions is delightful during the greater part of the year. |

British emigrants are constantly arriving in the
country, and the population is now increasing more rapidly
than that of any other Australian colony.

The Barrier Reef.
For more than 1,200 miles along the coast of Queens.
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land stretches the great Barrier Reef, a ridge of coral
usually nearly level with the sea, but sometimes forming
islands. X

Its distance from the shore varies from ten to fifty
miles. On this reef the waves of the Pacific break and
spend their force, leaving the waters within calm for
navigation. )

The steamships which bring to England the wool,
beef, hides, gold, and other products of Queensland sail
northward between this Barrier Reef and the mainland,
and then find their way out into the Indian Ocean through
the Torres Straits.

Thursday Island, at the northern ektremity of Queens-
land, commands the entrance to the Torres Straits, and
for that reason is being strongly fortified as a coaling and
naval station. It is also the chief port for wvessels
engaged in the pearl-fisheries of the neighbouring seas,
as well as the centre of the trade carried- on with New
Guinea. *

Water Supply and Irrigation in Australia.

Many parts of Australia are subject to prolonged
droughts. These droughts are often followed by heavy
rains, which fill up the shallow water-courses, and even
cause extensive floods. When the rains have ceased the
water soon sinks again into- the sandy soil.

These circumstances have made people try many plans
fo save a sufficient supply of water to carry them through
the dry season.

Sometimes the farmer or squatter simply excavates, in
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some hollow where he finds a clay bottom, a reservoir
large enough to hold water sufficient for his wants from
one rainy season to another. Or the people of a whole
district unite together, and at great expense construct i
much- larger reservoir, holding milliond of gallons of
water, from which all receive what they kequire to water
their flocks or irrigate their fields.

In many places, where neither of these plans can he
carried out, it is found possible to get a constant supply
from a great depth bene\ath the soil by boring what are
called Artes#in wells.

In a few localities thre cohsiderable streams flow
through desert-land experiments of another kind are being
tried on a large scale. By means of powerful machinery

water is pumped up from the streams in sufficient quantity

to irrigate thousands of acres of the dry soil, which, when
thus watered, is found to be exceedingly fertile. So where
before there was nothing to be seen but sand and desert
scnub there soon grow up whole villages, surrounded by
or ange-moves, vineyards, and fertile fields.

It is wonderful how much has been done by means
like these to lessen the dangers of drought, and to make
districts once considered deserts, habitable and capable of
supporting flocks and herds. A/

Homeward Route from Australia. -

And now it is time to leave Australia. From Australia
there is a choice of several routes by which to return to
England. The one now most commonly used by travellers,
because the shortest, is that through the Indian Ocean, the
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Red Sea, the Suez Canal, and the Mediterranean. The
me’ chiefly used before the Suez Canal was opened was
that round the Cape of Good Hope. A third is round
(ape Horn in South America, and a fourth across the
Pacmc, the North American Continent, and the Atlantic.
Some lines of steamships make the outwar('l voyage from
England by way of the Cape of Good Hope, and return
nund Cape . Horn, thus completing a voyage round the
world at each trip.

Leaving Australia from Adelalde we have a voyage of
pearly 6,000 miles to reach the continent of Africa. St.
Paul's and Kerguelen Islands lie along this route, but are
eldlom used as stopping-places save by ships driven to
tem in stormy weather. They are, however, reckoned
among British possessions. Cape Town is the port of South
Africa at which we arrive.
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CHAPTER XIII.

J

means / ;
. AFRICA.

o make

aible of We have now come to another great continent. If
ve@xamine the map of Africa we find that the position of
British people there is very different from what it is on
other continents. In North America the only nation near
us is the United States, whose people are partly of British
descent like ourselves, and speak our language. In Aus-
nlia and New Zealand we have been left alone to carry
on colonisation. Later we shall learn that in Asia other
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European nations have retired from India and left .its
government almost entirely to Great Britain.

In South Africa the case is quite different. In that
country several other nations are trying to establish colonies,
Our possessions border upon those of the Germans, the
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FIG. 33,—BRITISH POSSESSIONS IN AFRICA.

French, the Portuguese, and the Italians; upon two
independent republics—the Free State and the Transvaal—
of Dutch colonists ; upon the Congo State, which is chiefly
controlled by Belgians, as well as upon the. territories of

independent native tribes. Several European nations seem,
within the last few years, to have suddenly miade up their
minds to take possession of alfjthev can get of Africa, the
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only continent still remaining to be occupied by white
men. Meanwhile our own people are pushing rapidly
forward to make new settlements in different directions.

The Race for Africa.

This mixture of nationalities makes the management of
our affairs in Africa a very difficult business. We have to
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FIG. 34.—BOUTH AFRICA.

guard the rights of our own settlers who are colonising
parts of the country, and at the same time to consider what
is jugt to other nations who are doing the same, and what
is just to the native races.

Great trouble has therefore been taken to make agree-
ments with other European nations, settling.in a peaceful
way the limits within which each will be free to trade or
colonise. Treaties have thus been made with Germany,
France, Portugal, and Italy.
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On the other hand, further treaties must be made wit}
the many native tribes, so that they may willingly
allow our traders and colonists to come into the country,
So we may be sure that all the prudence of a great many
‘Wwise heads is required to manage our affairs in" Africa.

Climate and Colonisation in Africa.

As European people haye only lately begun to explor
and settle many parts of/the African continent, and
great changes are constantly going on, it is impossible iy
all cases to mark the boundaries of our territories as pre.
cisely as on the other continents. One fact, however, w
should notice particularly, for it has a great deal to do
with the future growth of the Empire in Africa. A larg
part of the country which we have formed into colonies, or
which we are only beginning to occupy, is either in the
southern part of the continent or on highlands in the
interior. In both cases we have the great advantage of a
cool climate which is favourable for people of a northem
It therefore seems probable that the regions under
British control will become the homes. of white peopl
much more than the territories held by other nations.

race.

Cape Colony. } b

Of the portions of the Empire in Africa, Cape Colony

is at present the most important. = Like Canada, it was not
“at first settled by British' people. It was in 1497, five
years after Columbus discovered America, that Vasco s
Gama, a Portuguese navigator, first found the way-to- Indis
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tuguese, Dutch, and English ships often stopped at the Cape
on their way to the East, but no fixed settlement was made
for more than 150 years. In 1652 the Dutch first formed
a colony at Table Bay, which remained under the rule of
Holland for nearly a century and a half. All the settlers

FIG. 35.—CAPE TOWN AND TABLE MOUNTAIN,
)

were Dutch, except some hundreds of French Protestants,
who found homes here ir, 1688 after being expelled from
their own country, and whose descendants soon adopted
the Dutch language instead of their own.

In 1795 England, which was then at war with France
and Holland, took forcible possession of the colony, but
restored it to Holland at the Peace of 1803. Only three
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years later, in 1806, war having again broken out, ay
English force once more captured the Cape. At the peace
which followed, in 1814, England agreed to pay between
two and three millions sterling to the King of the Nether.
lands on condition that the colony should be finally ceded
to her. Our first posgessions in South Africa, then, wer
secured partly by conquest and partly by purchase.

Dutchmen, Englishmen, and Natives.

We can now understand why it is that a large
number of our fellow-subjects at the Cape of Good Hope
are of Dutch descent and speak the Dutch language,
Dutch and English may both be used in the Cape Parlia
ment, just as French and English may both be used in
the Canadian Parliament. The Dutch Boer, as the de-
scendant of the old colonists is called, clings to his lan.
guage and customs as closely as the French Zabitant of
Quebec does to his. But Dutch and English do no
make up the whole, or even the chief part, of the popu
lation of the Cape Colony. In this the Cape differs from
our other great colonies.

In Canada the Red Indian, in New Zealand the
Maori, in Australia and Tasmania f$he dark-skinned
natives, are gll gradually disappearing as white men
settle in the country. This is not the case with the
Hottentots, Kaffirs, and other native races of Africa, who
increase rather than diminish under English rule. It i
quite clear that in our African colonies we shall always

have a large coloured population. In Cape Colony the
natives at present far \outnumber those of European
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descent. Of a total population of about 1,500,000 less
than 400,000 are whites.

Until a few years ago the Dutch and English settlers
at the Cape were engaged in frequent wars with the
different native races. The latter now live peacefully
under British rule, and large numbers have even removed
into British territory to enjoy the protection from their
enemies which our flag gives them.

Climate and Products of South Africa.

In climate, soil, and productions, South Africa has
many points of resemblance to Australia. It has the
same warm, dry climate, and wide stretches of partly
desert country, subject to droughts, but supportings large
flocks and herds, and, in rainy seasons, or when irrigated,

very fertile.. It produces wool and gold, and is a grape-
growing counfry. :

But, unlike Australia, South Africa is a mountainous
country. One great mountain range stretches for more
than 1,000 miles parallel to the coast, never more than
100 or 150 miles distant from it. Behind, this are other
ranges, the plains between the