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-Notes from an address by Mr. John ., Diefenbaker,’
Prime Minister of Canada, tc the International ... -
Junior Red Cross Study Centre in Toronto, on-
August 12, 1959. '

It is my privilege, on behalf of the Canadian
people, to welocome the members of the Junior Red Cross from 8o
pany ocountries, and their adult leaders who give guldance and
counsel, many of whom are known the world cver for their good
works in the International Red Cross in its world crusade for
brotherhood in charitable works. ST P S

© This Conference is an important one representing as
it does the largest youth organization in the world, with 55
million members in 72 nations, and what it has done in humanitarian
works to strengthen the bonds of mutual co-operation and inter-
national friendship is respected by all nations, o

This Conference is important, too, for it marks two
ailestones in the history of the Red Croas -~ the 100th anniver-
sary of its founding, end the 50th anniversary sinoe its offiocial
sstablishment {n Canada, : | - '

, There has been & tremendous widening of the funotions
and aotivities of povernment in the field of human betterment and
sooial welfare in the last 50 years, but governments, ornnot take
the place of individual effort in oharitable works, and in assuring
in a spirit of true humanity the substitution for the jungle spirit
of survival of the fittest, of the survivel of all that s finest
in the spirit and soul of man. : : ,

: The Red Cross has shown that nations ocan work together
for the benefit of each and all., What the Red Cross haa done gives
dope that all the nations can be persuaded in a like spirit of oo-
Cheration to be their brothert!s keeper, irrespective of colour,
race or religion, to unite in peace and for peace to remove economioc
inequities whioch ere the basic causae of human suffering, and thereby
'0 raise 1i{ving standards und pive new hops to hundreds of millions
o humen beings who regard abject poverty s inevitable and eternul.

I believe, too, that if this meeting can aohieve no
fore than the benefits to be gained when delepgates from other
landé meet together, the dividends in friondship and mutusl under-
ftanding that will accrue, will smply repsy 8ll the work that has
ten done in bringing about this moeting,
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Sir william Osler, one of Canudua's moSt famous
men, an internationally known physicisn, once said: o

"Humenity has but three great’ enemies: fever, famine
and war; of these by far the greatest, by far the

most terrible, is fever."

— el A e =t

While fever and hunger have not been bonished, th
Red Cross international organizations have succeeded in bringm;;
diseases of man increasingly under control by arousing and |
mobilizing a world-wide social conscience and consciousness of J,
the need to battle against disease and catastrophe.

Advancement of Sclence

- In the last 50 years science has glven new hopse
that these terrible scourges of fever and famine may be dethrong
and has brought within man's grasp standards of living every- B
where in the world rar beyond anything yet sttained, but at the
same time has raised war to an instrument of annihilation for

both victor and vanquished. :

. Furthermore, advances in medicel sclence have

brought about tremendous increases in population. In the 19th
_century the world population doubled, and in the 20th 1t will

quadruple. - To put it more clearly, the population of the world
when I was a boy was 1,500,000,000; meny in this audlence will

live in a world with a population of 6 billion people.

_ Such increases in population constitute an added
challenge to mankind, for men everywhere are demanding new livi
standards, greater equality of opportunity and the hepe of bett:
things, rather than despair whicﬁ has been the lot of so many

- through the agea. The greater the population, the greanter the
need of raising economic standards so thet there will be suffic
for the needs of the additional multitudes of munkind.

It is under these circumstances that the battle f
the minds of men is taking place between those who bellieve in
freedom under law, and those who contend that communism is the

hope of mankind.

'Cénada's Message

what is Canada's message? You from other lands he
spent some time in Canada. You have seen our ways and our gtand’
of living. You might be interested in some Chnedisn views.
Canadians, 1ike people of all nutions, ure linterested in world

_affairs. Modern developments have made every other:.nation in ti
world a near neighbour for whom new responaibility has been crt
It is recognized today, 83 never before, thnt the prosperity of
any nation cannot be founded on the poverty of other nations.
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» Canada has no territorial desires. 3he has no
jesire to impose her will or views on other nautions, und would
ot if she could. Democracy cunnot be forced on nations or
individuals by war threats or other mesns of coersion because
it is founded on spirituasl things and the saspirations of the
naman 8pirit. 5 ’ '

Bepginning with the two major founding n: tions of
sritish and French, Canadians of these und many other races
rove learned to live together in amity. To Cancda's sliores
have come people of every race and colour, and that she has been
sble to meet one of the world's major problems, that of discrimina-
tion, 18 shown by the presence of un Indisn in the Senate and o
sember of the Chinese race in the House ol Comnons, who was
slected in an electoral district predominantly of the white race,
and by the fact that Parliament has representatives of sixteen
races among its members. ‘ .

. Canuda's purpose is to do her part to assure peace
in the world, selfishly if you like, for she depends on trade,
being the fourth greatest trading nation in the world, and trade
fepends on peuce. Canada wants peace because her geographical
position is between the two most powerful countries in the world,
the United States of America and the U.S.G.R., and Cansda in
sny war would be a vulnerable target. But primerily Cunada wants
jsace because of the realization that the alternutive to peace is
the destruction of everything that we hold dear. ; o o

, Canada, with a relatively small population of 17.5 .
nillion, 1s an independent nation within the Commonwealth of =~
Qetions, proud that it was here that the principles and concepts :
B¢ the Commonwealth had their beginning. ' - -

it

International Commitments

Internationally, Cansda 1s & menber of the United
Fations, and has been since its inception. This country belongs
Bto the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, an alliance without .
‘Reggressive purposes, which stands as a bulwark of defence for . ’
the freedom of the rights of men, und for peace -- composed of
15 nations, including many of the countries represented here:
lelgium, Canuda, Denmark, France, Greece, Iceland, Italy, '~
luxemburg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugnl, Turkey, the United
kingdom, the United Stutes, and "Jest fGermany. - o _

‘ Canada's closest neighbour is the Unlted States, a
‘Bition with ten times Cananda's population.. '/e pursue separute

vys in mutual trust and friendship, 6 and without fear of war, for
Rer between these countries is unthinkable. The effective answer'
to communist propupunds that the United States hos ayrressive or

'Rrlike purposes is thut for more thun 140 years peuce has existed
P%Ween Cunndu und the United Stutes. There are no tortifications




botwocn ua; wo share tho sane 1denta of Crocdon, und of dedica-
tion to pouco. Wo sottle onr dirfforcncas by arbitration suthery
than by throats of armed conflict. What our two countrios hayg
beon able to do I believe that the natlions of the world could -
do 1f each and all but have the will to do so. o '

Nutions, like individuals, cannot live unto
themselves alone. Arnold Toynbee, the historian, has stated the
application of that principle in these words: o

"The Twentieth century will be chiefly remembered by
future genorations not as an era of political conflicts
or technioal inventions, but as an age in which humen : -
society dared to think of the welfare of the whole human

race as & praotical objective."

Economio Contribution

. Canada has been blest with vast resources. In
other parts of the world people are demanding that their '
standards of living be raised. Canada, with other free world
nations, i1s making her contribution to that objective. \

» Many billions ofs dollars have been advanced by
Western nations for eid and economic assistance to nations in
Asia and Africa, so that needy nations everywhere may be given
the opportunity to raise standards of living for themselves,
by themselves. Many tens of millions of people in Asia and
Afrioca believe that there 18 no release or escape from eternal
poverty. By help and assistance plans, the "have-nations" can

and must show them that there is.

Since the end of the last war Canada's contribution
(without strings attached) to the Colombo and other assistance
plans, has amounted to $4,600,000,000, o

An effective means whereby Asian, Africen and other |
countries can be provided with the means to raise their standari:l

by themselvas, whloh appears to me to be reasonable, is to provi'Q
teohnioal trolning to representative ocitizens of needy countries
who will return to their homeland after training and launoh
economic developments in power and industry, in agricultural and
self-help programmes for health and education and other such

projects, '

Last fall I visited the Commonwealth countries in

Asia and saw evidence of Canadiuon assistance in power, irrigatic
and economio projects, and technicul assistance to universities, §
and I saew the benefioclal results that were being attained, 1In t"
past years since the Colombo Plan cume into existence Cunada h8S
made annual contributions not excoeding $35 million e year, and
during this year and the ensuing two yenrs the amounts contribut®
under this Plan will be raised to $50 million per year.
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I omphutically dony the false propsgonde of the
communists that such holp and uid.is mude for the purpose of
assisting in a resurgence of coloniulism, or from some cther.
ulterior or nefarlous purpose. Canada's only purpose 1s to.
provide strong economic foundations in the recipient countrles
90 that each of these countries may pley thelir part in the world,

yithout fear or want.

épmmbnweﬁlth Scholarship Plan |

s

' . Being of the opinion that one of the most worthwhile
ways to eattain understanding between nations is in the exchange.
of university students, I had the honour to bring before the
Commonwealth Trade and Economic Conference meeting in Montreal ..
in September, 1958, a proposal for the exchange of students
between countries of the Commonwealth. At the Commonwealth
Rducational Conference- just concluded at Oxford, Englend, a plan
in this regard has been sdopted which will provide for 1000 . .. .
exchange scholarships and fellowships, to which Canada will con-
tribute $8 million. One-half of the total emount of §28 milliun,
to be expended over a period of five years, will finance the :
scholarship scheme, and the other half will be devoted te traulning
teachers of Aslan and African countries in technicael knowledge.

guperiority of Capitalism - - .. o e

g ' We who believe in capitelism know that it has errors
and shortoomings, as do all things human, but we claim that it
has raised the material condition of men and has provided economio
well-being unequalled by any other system, with the state pro-
tecting the individusl epgeinst exploitation end unfairness.
Cenada is a capitelistioc country since it owes 1its progress to .
capitalistioc prinociples. T R S U S R SO

The prinociples of capitalism have boen misinterpreted
and distorted by communist propagandists. Many millions of people
43 well have a false idea of the ways of living in capitalist -,
countries because of the perverted nature conveyod by some motion
pictures. Many interpret capitalism in tho light of the local
money lender who still thrives by the practice of inhuman usury
by which in some instances as many as three genorations may be in
serfdom to the money lender as the debt is pussed on from father
to son. | . c vl - vt e SR Dot

Need for Statement of Aims

Such misinterpretations and misunderstandings need
to be anawered by a clear and unequivocnl statement of the aims,
purposes and practice of domocrucy under the capitalistic system,
I am reinforced in this view by Mr. Chester Bowles, who, speaking
in the lHouse of Representatives in the Unitod States from wide -
experience a8 Aperican Ambanssador in India, declared that: '



_4 -

that 19 needed s 0 pnow atabamont. o onr purpogaea®

The noed of such n declnrotion is re-amphnanizeAd
by the most recent events which would indicate that the world
may bo entering a new ern in Eust/West diplomacy, beginning with
official visits beins made by Premier Khrushchav to the Unitod
States and President Eisenhowser visiting Moscow. -

Khrushchev hos stated thet relations between the
communist world and the capitalist world, because both realize
that there would be no victor in a war and each is peuce-minded,

"now enter an era of peaceful competition. Each realizes the
other's power, -and therefore it may be that in the immediate
years ahead the competition moy well be the demonqtration of
strenpsth and virtues of' the two systems,

In the last few dnvs Khrushchev hos condemnod what
“he calls the "morale of capitalism"., FEast Germany's, Ioland's
and Czechoslovakia'!s leaders have condemned capitallism as immora]
and to meet these charges it becomes necessary us never before
for the free world to define capitalism, and to show 1ts purposs,
its eims, und the benefits to the 1ndiv1dua1 to the state and

to munkind

: Communists in the world competition of 1deals know
where they stand and set forth their views in printed word snd
speech; the capitalist world cun do no less. The capitalist worl}
will never try to propagate its views by force or demand the
acoceptance of its principles under duress, end if it is to compet
it must reveal and display the superiority or capitnlism.»'

= ~ The capitalist world should, in my view, make a
uniform and conscientious effort to make available books and
periodicals which give a fair and objective plicture of capitalisn
and its benefits -- otherwise the contecat for the minds of men
may go by default, s the only literature available in many
uncommi tted countries is highly organized communist propagands '
available in every book-store in every major lenpuape. To meet !
agpressive propaganda of the communist world, the Viestern world
needs a truthful and aggreqaive salenmunehip of 1tq 1dens nnd 1ts

1(180180

‘ - I have tried to pluce before yott a few views that c¢”
to me a3 I visited Pakistan and Indin, Ceylon, Malnya and Singape”
where I wess received with unlorgettnble rood will. nand where 1
learned to reulize more than ever belore that the Commpnnwealth of
Nations 13 the world's most successful experiment in pence, for #
between any of 1tas members is inconceivnble. :

Apnin I express a warm welcome to you, nnd my hope I
that you youns mon and women will continue to aerve the cnuse of [
Nutionsl survival in time of war depends on youth. WNo less, I be.-
ure the opportunities of youth in peuce. Your dedicntion nnd det!
minution to monke tho kind of world you want will be u major ruct®

to that nnd,




