)

External Affairs
Supplementary Paper
01 ) October 1957,

Noor57/137 15 [SOCIALy CULTURAT AND HUMANITARTAN ‘ACTIVITIES
: OF 'THE UNITED NATTONS: HEPORT OF ECOSOC

1o rrStatement by Mrs; Harry 'S. Quart, M.,B.E.,’ Canadian Repreéentative
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Bk s o oo ‘Mre Chairman, since Canada has been 'a member of
the Economiec and Social Council during ‘the past two years and

“chals therefore had the opportunity to participate actively in
‘the formulation of policies ‘and programmes for the United
Nations in the social and human rights fields, it will not beé
Necessary for me to say very much in detail about those pro=-
stammes, I should, nevertheless, like to comment on a few of
Ne subjedts which are covered by the report,

e I'turn first to Chapter VI which deals with Ssocial
duestions,” At the 24th Session of the Council we listened to,
&nd participated in, a lively and extensive debate on the World
oelal Situation.  For its consideration under that item the
Counciy had before it a very large number of reports of
exceptionally high standard, Among those many documents there
@S the report of the Social Commission covering its eleventh
1532331’ s a report by a Working Group on the Maintenance ‘of
ﬁ Wily Levels of Living, (the Chairman of which, by the way,
aas & Canadian, Dr, Davidson, the Deputy Minister: of Welfare),
S well as a report by the Secretary=-General on concepts and
grinciples.of community development, 2’ subject to which this
‘imittee devoted considerable attention last year, ‘ :

Tenm.. - At the center of its discussion the Council had a -
theoftion the World Social Situation, That report covered
preps o r+0d since 1952 when the Council had considered a '~ =
to penihaTy report which had protrayed a period of struggle
t ?ecover from the social disloeation and poverty caused by
in }SQBOnd World War. As the Secretary-General said in =
Yeap o RCing the debate in the Council, the new report coveréd
;Siwhich had hot been ideally peaceful or secure, but
hag %ﬂhichipeopleyin most parts of the world had nevertheless
anq o.Petter chance of enjoying the fruits of their own labour,
devoroy éTnments had been able with international &ssistdnce to
s@gia?imﬂre thought and greater resources to the promotion of
ﬂmgshl and economic progress, Some measurable gains had been
omg An soeial conditions but there were nevertheless some
Amgy, > tTends and unsolved problems whizh were very significant.
<wggg'th°s° problems the Secretary-General cited the unpre-

.@hg,thQ‘Erowth of world population and the problems raised by
to'*:zgid:mgvement of rural populations into cities unprepared
Ve them,

?ﬁsti ,,. In the debate which followed there was a common =
prao88ition of the inter-dependence of social and economic
fopo 58, . There was also wide recognition of the necessity
Urba*UQll-conceived'policies to meet the prbblquﬁOf”\apiﬁfl\h
Sigrd22tion, T think it might beysaid that one of the"most ~
Sopy a’-‘-'0&111;~1:h:mg'sswh:tc:h'emerged_f.t'mn the report on the World
myep & Situation and its discussion fn the Council was not so
the tb&‘dpacription of ‘the progressiwhich had bﬂgﬂﬂmaﬂh o
eviqe9T1d in social betterment in recent years, but in the
be m:nﬂﬁ:which the report provided that progress can in fact
de,  To ensure continuation of that progress it is 7"~
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essentialy, but not sufficient, that there bée continued effort
at the national level, and international support and reihforce=
ment of that national effort in those areas which are appropriaté
for international action. Important as national effort and
international support are, they can be of little avail by
themselves unless a third condition is met, that is the
creation and preservation of an international climate in which
individuals national and international efforts can increasingly
be devoted to the achievement of social progress in an expand-
ing economy and in a world at peace., The rangé of problems to
be solved 1s immense and the possible avenues of approach to
their solution are infinite. It is by an exchange of ideas

and experience in a forum such as this and through the machinery
which the United Nations provides thet one may expect to
isolate those areas for which national and international action
hold -out the greatest promise of success. Some of these areas
were; discussed in detail by the Social Commission and by the!

Council, during the past year.

I think that, building on the experimental work of
recent years, we have now reached the stage where we are in
a position to plan a well-balanced programme of international
action to deal with many of the problems reflected in the
report on the World Soclal Situation. A very large number of
reports and studies dealing with these problems are now being
prepared, or planned, for the consideration of the Social *
Commission and the Council. In due course, therefore, by
virtue of its consideration of the report of the Economic and
Social Council, the members of this Committee will have an
opportunity to discuss these matters and to express the views
of their respective governments. o

In none of these fields is it more important for
the views and experiences of member countries to be known
than in the field of community development. At the last
sesslon of the General Assembly there was an interesting -
discussion of this question in the Third Committee which was’
followed by consideration in the Social Commission and the =
Council of 2n excellent report by the Secretary=-General on =~
concepts and principles of community development and ‘
recommendations on further practical measures to be taken [
international organizations. It is still true that we are =
not in complete agreement as to what we mean when we talk ~’g

IN
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about the concept of community development; the t means
different things to different peoples? However, rroe =

‘gifferences which remain are more in shades of meaning thaﬁﬁﬂ

in basic understanding and we are confident that patient: ' "0

-

exploration will ultimetely produce a widely a able defi

nition. The concept of community deve10pmegt, ca:?:pth::l(‘}al'ladi”n
Delegation understands it, is completely worthy of support &
cncouragement, There is immense potentiality for social 27 .
progress in soundly-conceived programmes which draw upon the”
initiative and capacity for self-help of the people themsclff?’

We are convinced that in the encourage of
community development programmes there is an agpgigﬁiate fi?gf
gzrléggg?nizg°ﬁiia?°t%°n :?d Support. At the present stag®s
s | S of activity which are 2 te.Lor*d" s
international co-operative action ey v
d which have been ré- .

commended, are essentially of an Qd:? s a0
assistance nature. The devaTotmact Sory or techniecal 42 L8
‘ - ] of nat mmess . 4
with international support and advice wheréoggéfg;gf:zg,.vf o
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Turning to Section II..of Chapter VI -of the report

"'“third*Session° The important. problems with which: the Commission

deals are considered in a businesslike feshion by a group: of
hard-working‘members, many of whom are experts in'this.Véry
technical fielda, My country has had. the honour:tor be represented
- on that Cbmmission'for several years.end will continue to give
it,thejsupport which it should: have, :

: . We have alrea
of the Chapter, which deals with UNICEF; 'and we:shall lateroin
the Session be dealing Specifically with two items on our

S subject, which is SO important to the sSocial and economie
betterment of mankind, it is not necessary for me to say very
Much, since Canada has been representeq on the Commission on
arcotic Drugs for many years and has played an active part

€Tre and elsewhere in the development of Co-oOperative inter-
Mational action for the control of the use of narcotics, which
18y be either a boon or a curse to mankind. We shall continue
to g0 whatever we can to assist in the achievement of the
Objectives of the Commission,

Mr, Chairman, T should now like to turn briefly to

20 or two of the questions covered.by Chapter VIT of the
*®port of the Council, The programme of actiop in the field
of human Tights, which encompasses the programme of periodiec
Teports and special.studies, as well as the programme of
1$VAS0ry services 1n the fleld of human rights, is still in
at LoXperimental stages and very little need be said about it

U this stage. The first of a series of periodic reports,
¢°Vering the periods 1954 to 1956, are due from Governments
‘20w and the responsible authorities in Canada have been actively
mggageq during recent months in the preparation of suitable
(k$9r1a1 for submission to the Secretary-General, The Canadian
CorTment some time ago submitted material to be used in
aoanCtion with the first of the series of special studies on
rgeeific rights or groups of .rights, that is, the one on
t°e°d°m from arbitrary arrest, detention and exile. We look

TWarq with interest to the results of the Human Rights
g?mﬁSSion's consideragion of all of the material which will
ﬁize been mage available by member governments in connection

A these reports and studies.,

: on with the programme of advisory services
ggpthe ﬁt&cri1 §§“ﬁ§§§i '?1ghts. I have read with interest the
maﬁft Which has been circulated by the Secretary-General in
Uty 2t A/03/1609 concerning the seminar on Civic Responsibi-
';uhﬁs ang Increased Participation of Asian Women in Public
a4 ch was held in Bangkok from the 5th to the 16th of
thigSts 1957. It seems to my Delegation that the results of
e, first Seminar under the programme have been sufficiently
esting and promising to justify consideration of other
lor .10 the future conducted on similar lines. The
Cpey o ACe galned in Bangkok should be of assistance to the
a8t and others concerned in the planning of other
L Tore Successful seminars in the future.
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A considerable amount of the time of the Commission
on Human Rights at its last Session, and of the Council at
its 2h4th Session was taken up with discussion of plans for the
observance next year of the Tenth Anniversary of the adoption
of the Univeéersal Declaration of Human Rights. Very comprehensivé
plans were produced, the full implications of whitch wére not
clear a month or so ago when the matter was considered by the
Council. 'Those plans were approved in principle at that time
and a committee was set up to co-operate with the Secretary-
General in making the necessary arrangements to give effect to
the various recommendations of the Commission. The Canadian
Delegation will be interested to learn in due course what
concrete plans have been made on the basis of the recommenda=-
tions which were considered earlier.

With regard to the important work of the Commission
on the Status of Women, all I wish to say now is that the 5
Canadian Government looks forward to a useful and interesting
term of office on the Commission, to which it was elected
earlier this year.
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