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NOTES AND NEWS.
If your subscription has expired, do not
fail to renew it this month,
Some cummunications have bean received,
for which we are unable to find room this
month,

We again remind our subscribers that all
the profits frum the publication of THE
CHRISTIAN are expended in home mission
work. The editors and contributors do this
work on the paper gratuitously.

It is cheering to know that so many of the
churches made a gift to foreign missions last
month., Churches that had not given before
have been enlisted, and the contributivns of
many of the other churches have been in-
creased.

In this paper you will find many short,
interesting articles bearing on the May offer-
ing for home missions. Read them with
care ; then act like a Christian. ‘¢ Freely
ye have received, freely give.” ¢ God lovoth
a cheerful giver.”

The church in Canton, Mo.,, made the
foreign mission offering in March. The
amount was $55.05. It is sigmficant that a
poor Chinese laundryman gave $10.00 of the
amount. No doubt many who could better
afford to give largely than he felt satisfied
when they had given tweunty-five cents, or
half a dollar.

The first Sunday in May is the time selected
for the annual collection for gencral home
missions. 'The churches ought to do as well
for thig work as for the work in the foreigu
fields. If the churches aie multiplied at
home there are more to help send the gospel
to the heathen., $100,000 are calied for this
year. The full amount is needed.

Hunnewell, Kan., has a population of 300,
but no place for worship. Toward the close
of last December H. W. Newly began a
meeting in & school-house, and afier a few
days a tabernacle was put up to accommodate
the congregations. At the close of three
weeks thirty had come forward to take their
stand in the cause of primitise Chrisuianity.
The number increased to oighty, and In
February a church was organized., A Sun-

day-school with scventy members has been
started ; also a Christiun Endeavor Suciety.
A saitable church building 18 buing er ctcd.

Tho meeting in the Union Christian
Church, Chicago, held by J. LI O. Smith,
cloged with 255 additions. The meeting
Noblesville, Ind., lusted four weeks and Lwo
days, Thero were 345 additions to the
iz.hurch. Scott and Scoville were the evange-
ists.

Last year the amonut sent to the Fureign
Cliristian Missionary Suciety during the firat
twenty-one days of March was $13,467.87.
In the same peviod this year the amount re-
ceived was $19,451.67. "The increase is great,
and greatly graufying to those whe helpea
to swell the sum. If any churches or indi-
viduals have fatiecd to make an offering they
still have time to do so.

The names of some new subscribers are
are buving sent in. W. II. Harding has got
four of tho ten he promised to secure this
year. Why can we not have oune hundred
new names before tho Tiverton mecting in
August ?  Seud upon a post-card the names
aud addresses of Disciplos of Cbrist who do
not got THE CHRISTIAN, and we will send
them sample copies, Du it at once,

The American Christian Missionary Society
has well-founded claims upon us. For yeais
it has been giving aid to weak churches
these provinces, notwithstanding it hus had
to refuse numerous and urgent appeals for
help from churches and districts in the
States. We should show our appreciation of
this interest by sending liberal contributions,
Cast thy bread upon the waters and you shall
find it befere many days.

The Roman Catholic and Episcopal church-
es have been busy keeping Leat, Soon they
will be observing Good Friday and Easter
Sunday. They will be glad to have us en-
dorse their practise by observiug one or both
of the last-named days, evon though we have
not fasted since Ash Wednesduy, If the
thin edge of the wedge gets in, they will
hope to see the wedge get through sfter a
time.

The readers of THE CHRISTIAN will be glad
to bave a note about a former editor, T. H
Capp. Ue is still preaching for the church
in Plattsburg, Mo., and is oue of the proprie-
rurs aud one of the editers of the Church
Reguster, a very excellent paper. Oune who
vught to know, says of him: ** He is succeed-
iug boyond all ideas.”  We have an idea that,
if he tried hard, he would succeed 1u sunding
THE CHRISTIAN & message for bis many
friends in these parts.

Few churches are able to meet the demands
of the local work and also send an evangelist
into the needy places in the home land, es-
tablishing churches and setting in order the
things that are wanting. The test thing,
under such circuins ances, is for the churches
to co-operate, and by their united contribu-
tions do what one church could not accom-
plish. The churches in the provinces—none

of them vory strung—have appointed a Home
Mission Board to receive their united offer-
1ngs und expend them as directed.

E. C. Tord makes *“a suggostion ” in this
paper which should be carefully considered
by the churches. As you will seo, he is not
propo:ing that the atteudance at the annual
mectings be cut down, but that each church
be represonted by members authorized to
speak for it. The writer belioves the sug-
gestion is a good one. Whoan he finished
reading tho article he impulsively said, Amen.
Afier ho had thonght over it for some timne,
he again said Amen. Let us hear from
others, briefly, on this subject.

John A. Williams is writing ¢ Reminis-
conces ” for tho Christien Leader. He
relutes that L. L. Punkerton, the orphauns
friend, once made a touching appeal tota -
certain congregation on their behalf, and
then requested the deacons to pass through
the crowded house to receive money or
pledges. None was given. Ho looked at
the congregation, arose to dismiss them, ssid
with intense sincerity : ¢ May the Lord have
mercy on your poor stingysouls,” and hurried
away,

Paul desired that the churches should have
felowsmp with him in the matter of giving
and receiving when he was on his misgionary
tours. e praises the church in Philippi -
because they sent, once and again, to his
need while he was in Thessalonica, He
gently rebukes churches to whom he has
given spiritual things, becanse they did not
give L.m carnal things. The Philippian
church sent its gift to Paul by Epapbroditns.
Ho would gladly have carried the offerings
of other churches if any had been entrusted
to him. When the churches in Macedonia
and Achaia sent their contributions to the
poor satnts in Jerusalem, they did so by the
hand of Paul, just as we to-day can send our
united contributions through the missionary
secretary appointed by the cburches.

Here is a report, written by S. M Martin,
Mason City, fa., which wo take verbatim
from the Christian Oracle: * Our mecting
of thirty-cix daye with Evangelists Harlow
and Hawes closed last night with 189 added,
165 confessions and baptisms, six by letter,
31X by statement, five reclaimed, and sixty-
nine from the denominations.  All but forty-
seven were over eighteen years of am; ut
Jeast two-thirds were heads of fan 'ies.”
Herve ure snggestions for a long article. See
the lurge proportion added by confession and
baptism, ~Nutice that church letters—cach
fished from the bottom of a trunk, perhaps—
are presented; besides Christians who have
no letters (though they should have had
them) are received, on Lheir own statemeuns
that they have obeyed the gospll, and on
the church’s knowledge that they are walk-
ing worthily. Then thoss who were once
Christians, but have fullen away, are re-
claimed; and not least significant, more than
one-third of the total number added were
professing Christiang who, during the meet-
ing, were taught the way of the Lord more
perfeotly.
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HAews of the Churehes,

St. JomN, N. B.
COBURG STREET.

Our evangelistic meetings, which commenced
on the 20th of February, closed on Friday, March
26th, During four weeks of tho five tho weather
was all that could be desired. The attendance
was large. The preaching by Bro. Stewart was
carnest and impressive. Bro. Appcl added to the
interest of the meetings by his singing of gospel
hymos The social exercises were interesting and
profitable — a large number taking part in the
meetings,

Bro. 0. B. Stockford furnished the daily papers
with reports of the meetings.

There were seven additions by baptism, one
from the Baptists and onc reclaimed.

We were agrecably surprised to sce Bro. Barry
Allen at onr meetings on Lord’s day, March 20th,
He roturned to Sprioghill on the following Monday

Bro. Joseph Ossinger, Kendrick Outhouse and
Fred, Greenlaw, of Tiverton, N 8., were at our
services.on Lord's day, 27th, Bro, @, E. Wallace,
of Halifax, N, 8, on Lord’s day, 20th and 27th;
and Bro, E. C. Bowors, of Westport, N. 8., on
the 20th.

Sister Nellie Flaglor, who. has been in Moancton
during the winter for the benefit of her health,
returned home on the 19th very much improved

Some of the ‘¢little folks" are being interested
in foreign missions. Magic lantern views and a
concert was given at the home of Herbert Edwards
on Friday evening last, The amount realized was
$3.50.

_The foreign miasior collection which was taken
up on Lord's day (1#ch) amounted to $45 00.
AMAIN STREET.

We have had two additions by baptism during
- the past month, and one confession last Lord's
day evening. W. A. BARNES,

MAscmnN; N. B,

Thinking you are interested in our small num-
bers, lately orgamzed as a church, I feel it my
duty to inform you how we are progressing in our
services. I am pleased to say that since our
church was opened and organized as a body of
Christians we have held regular social mectings
every Lord's day morning with the breaking of
bread These mectings have been well attcnded
by all the members, cach one taking an active
part in making them interesting and helpfui.

A Unior Christian Endeavor meeting is also held
in the church every Thursday evening and Sunday-
achool every Sunday afternoon. 8. W. Dick.

Lorp's Covk, N. B.

The church here, assisted by Bro W, I. Hard-
ing, is baving a wonderful meeting. 'The meeting-
house is crowded every night, and extra seats have
to be put in the aisles On Sunday night (March
- 27th) it was overflowing, not even standing room.
Last week thirty-four were baptized. Twelve
others have made the good confession; one has
been received by sta:ement asd two bave been
reclaimed. The indications are that some others
will confess the Christ and unite with his Church.
The meetings are to continue this week. The
church will surely take on new life. Ob last Sun-
day there were over 160 communicants. It secmed
like an annual meeting

The church made the offering for foreign mis-
sions the first Sunday Bro Harding was present.
The amount was about $20.00 H. W. 8.

Later, March 29,—8Seventy-two additions to
date, and meeting not two weeks old,

LeTere, N. B.
The church in this place took the foreign mission
collection on the first Lord’s day in March. Seven
dollars were raised. The Suunday school was to

make its offering on the third Lord’s day
H W, 38

Prcrou, N. 8.

Having so frequently had ‘‘our pure minds
stirred up by way of remembrance” oy the editor
and home secretary, in regard to this duty, we
feel constrained to give a briel account of our-
selves, though we have little to report that will be
of gencral interest,

Our work moves slowly—but it moves, In com-
paring the past weck with the corresponding week
of last year, I find that the attendance at our
Lord’s day mectings shows an increase of about
fifty per cent for both morning and evening ser-
vices, and our mid-week prayer-meetings about
two hundred per cent increase in attendants, and
uearly as much in participants.

In our lust Wednesday evening mecting we had
sixteen scripture readings and exbortations, and
seven prayers., These, being interspersed with
frequent songs, made a very interesting aud help-
ful meeting.

Of the five recently added to our nuwber, two
are non-residents. The other three are faithful in
attendance at a!l services, and havo been active in
prayer-meetings from the beginning of their Chris.
tian life,

Our ladies’ auxiliary to C. W. B. M. has a
monthly meeting, with about fifteen members, and
contributes more than one dollar per month to
foreign missions.

Our March offering to foreign missions was
$17.28.

Bro. Bagnall, of 8t. John, met with us last
Lord’s day. R. E, 8TEVENS,

Mivron, N. S.

Our Bible class last Sunday, on the parable of
the ** wheat and tares,” decided that a tare was a
kind of & ‘‘no-harm Christian,” which was equi-
valent to ‘‘no good.” The things that are no
harm are generally not much good. The *‘tare™
was no manner of good and no special harm, In
any questionable action always inquire, Is there
any good :n it, rather than, Is it any harm ¢ The
only way to keep out of harm is to keep in the way
of duving good. Never give as a reason for ao
action, ‘‘thereis no harm in it.” We never read
of any reward for doing no ha:m.

Bro. and Sister E. C Ford left for home last
Friday, 12th inst. OQur county paper saya: ** Mr,
and Mrs. Ford were warmly grected on their
arrival in this place, and their departure is deeply
rogretted.”

We kept him quite busy. e, with the writer,
visited cightj-five families, some of them more
than once, making over a hundred visits. He
preached a number of times in our owa church,
ouce for the Baptist, and twice for the Y.M C A ,
and the people were delighted with his preaching
He visited Summerville church and preached there
several times, all of which show that he did more
than rest. We all have been greatly benefited by
their visit, especially the preacher,

Our offerings in Milton for missions last month,
including county, provincial and foreign, amounted
to $35 00. 'The county is doing, in the work of
missions, much better than it has ever done. Wo
sincerely hope the time may not be far distant
when every Disciple of Christ may be a worker for
misgions. To ncglect this supreme, all-important
work is to trifle with their souls’ salvation,

H. M.

WEsTPORT AND TIVERTON, N. S.

A splendid offering for foreign missions was
taken by the church in Westport, February 27th,

Bro. H A, Devoe is assisting us in a special
meeting at Tiverton, At this writing there has
been one baptism and several reclaimed, The
sister baptized came from the Methodists. There
is a deep interest among the members of tho church,
and we trust there will also be a concern among
the outsiders, J. W, B,

SUMMERVILLE, N. 8.

The outlook here is quite encouraging. The
church for the first time took the regular March
offering for foreign missions,—amount raised was
$6.00. While this is the first time, we hope and
trust that it will not be the last, and that this
little church by the sea will continue to send its
mite across the waters to those who live in heathea
darkness.

Our audiences are good, and especially on Lord's
day mornings. The Endeavor mcetings are very
interesting, there being generally between twenty

and thirty to take an active part,
F, C. Forp.

Km;r, N. S.

Our work here is moving aloag nicely, and we
think there is cause for encouragement. Although
the church had no regular preacher for more than
a year, before the writer was engaged, the faithful
ones continued to meet every Lord's day around
the Lord’s table. Our meetings are growing in
intereat, and we are confidently expecting to see
good results before long.

On the first Lord's day in March we took the
offering for foreign missions, which amounted to
§8 25. We believe that in helping others you are
helped yourself, F. C, Forbp,

SuMMERsIDE, P. E. T.

The weather is delightful and the signs of an
early spring are very apparent. This is one of
carth’s most beautiful regions on the approach of
spring.

The first Lord’s day in March we were greeted
with a full house, and we raised cur apportionment
for foreign missions. I am glad to say that the
Summerside church has the true missionary spirit,

On the second Lord's dag the Mission Band held
their annual concert and raised $4.29. This is
considered extra good for the little ones, being »
larger amount than previously given,

Our Sunday-school is working splendidly. We
bhave some truc and faithful workers, and this
means success, We have had eleven additions
frum the Bunday-school since we begun to work
with the church here. One of our brightest

-| scholars was received into fellowship last Sunday

moraing.

Bro. Richard Murray is very sick, He has been
an elder of the church for upwards of thirty years,
He is a student of the Word of God in the proper
acceptation of the term, having been & close reader
of its pages for over sixty years. He is a man of
clear understanding, deep convictions and un.
flinching faith in God; a man bhard to bhandle
when ho wields the sword of the spirit. Yet we
hope to see him in his station again in the house
of God. But if not, we know his place awaits
him amongst the redeemed. H. E, C.

CHARLOTTETOWN, P. E. I.
CENTRAL CHURCH.

Bro. R. W. 8tevenson, together with his daughter
Gerty, paid Charlottetown a visit, He preached
here two Lord’s days in succession, and quite a
number of atrangers came to the services. He
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nlso spoke one afternoon in Heartz’s hall, and bhis
discourse there will be long remembered. His
earnest, burning words aro certainly stunulating

On March 20th we mado our offering for foreign
missions, which amounted to $30.00.

Wo are glad to report that Bro. Geo, A Stowart
is much improved, His iliness has beon long and
severe.

Bro, Jas. Beales, who was'away in New York
for his health and came back much improved, is
aow vory low.

Elder John Keonedy is still unable to go out
doors. Bro. Chas. H. Chandler was threatened
with a severe illness, but skilful treatment and
good nursing pulled him through,

Gro. MANIFOLD,

Cross Roaps, Lot 48, P. E. L.

On the 8th of March R. W, Stevenson, Georgo
Manifold and Donald Crawford began a quarterly
meeting with the church at Lot 48, P E 1., which
closed on the following Lord’s day night. Bro
Stevenson preached at nights and Bro. Manifold
in the afternoons, both of whom loft on Saturday.
Bro. Crawford preached over Lord's day,

Tbe meetings, cousidering the state of the roads,
were well attended. The brethren seem very
anxious to sustain preachisg in this important
field, speaking in the kindest manner of those
who have labored with them in the past.

The preachers felt loath to leave friends so kind
and a field so promising, and pray that in the near
future faithfu) labor may be expended in Lot 48

Correspondence.

NEWS FROM THE ISLAND.

During the month the writer exchanged
pulpits for two Lord’s days with Bro. Mani-
fold, of Charlottetown. The attendance at
all services was very good. The brethren of
the Central Christian Church are about to
make an effort to secure a good site for a
church, They are ¢ willing workers,” and I
have no doubt but the Central Christian
Church will ultimately become one of the
leading churches in the Maritime Provinces.
They have among them men and women of
some meauns, and if they can be made to see
the absolute necessity of making a big effort
now, at eligible site can be secured at once.

We held our quarterly meeting with the
Cross Roads Christian Church, Lot 48. We

had an excellent meeting, the brethren were
groatly encouraged and are now anxious to
gecure the sorvices of a good preacher, pro-
viding East Point Cuoristian Church shall see
fit to co-operate with them. They have a
very good parsonage and a very nice piece ol
ground for a garden. They arc anxious to
have the preacher live among them. The
church is only about three miles from Char-
Jottetown, very convonient and delightful
for stuation, There are some loyal Disciples
of Christ in Lot 48 who are snxious to see
the old historic church regain her pristine
glory.

Bro. Manifold rendered most acceptable
gervice for the church at Montague. He
has many warm friends here and the circle
is ever widening.

We are arranging a suitable programme
for the annual meeting to be held with the
church in Montague in July. We hope to
have one of the best meetings in the history
of-the churches on the Island.” Each preacher
will give us his best. May the blessing of
the Lord be upon us, und may wo have a
time of refreshing from the Divine presence,
which shall enable all to say it was good to
wait upon the Lord aud to call upon his
name. The programme will be published in
good time. f trust everything will be done

to help on the causs of Christ in tho province.
Wo should bestir ourgelves and push the
work to a glurious success. Every church
that lags in the work is a hindrance to the
cause in other places. It is a source of re-
proach. But the church thav flourighes and
prospers is as a light get upon a hill that can-
not be hid. So we are vory anxious for the
growth and prosperity of all our churches
evorywhere—especially on P, B Island at
this present time, R, W. STEVENSON,
Montague, P, E. L, March 25, '98,

ON THE WING.

The writer left Halifax on tho morning of
March 7th, for the first mounth’s vacation in
nearly four years. We had our trip to Jack-
sonville, Florida, made possible through the
kindness of an old friend and brother of vhat
city, A. Randelph., After a few hours in
Roston and New York, we arrived at Savan-
pab, Ga.,, on the following week. One of
tho most agreeably pleasant things in our
experience has always been the meeting and
greeting of friends from whom we havo beon
separated by time and distance, To write
that we were warmly welcomed by the breth-
ren in Savannah, where had been spent seven
years of pleasant and profitable labor, but
tamely expresses the reception tendered us.
Old and young in the church there vied one
with the other to do us honor and in extend-
ing that hospitality for which the sunay
South is so famed. As we had a waiting
appointment in Jacksonville, the visit to
Savannah had to be limited in our down trip
to two dsys—but they were busy days. We
found the church in Savannah progressing
under the ministerial leadershjp of Bro. Bos-
worth. A new parsonage has been built and
many improvements made in the last few
years,

We arrived in Jacksonville at noon on
Wednesday, 16th, and soon found ourselves
under the hospitable roof of Bro. C.B.Smith.
Here we found Bro. W. A. Foster and wife,
of the West Bod Tabernacle, London, en-
gaged in a tent meeting, and anxiously await-
ing our arrival to join them. Bro. Foster
has with him, as singing evangelist, Bro,
Cappa, of Louisville, Ky. This meeting has
been under way now two weeks, aud it is the
intention, during its progress, to establish
another Christian church in this city. A
meeting in the First Church has just closed,
with a number of additions. Bro. J. J. Ir-
vine is its pastor. There were five accessions
in the tent anditorium last night, and a deep
interest manifested. The auditorium, as it
i3 here called, is pitched in the very heart of
the city, and is the best arranged tent we
have ever seen. It will seat about 1,000, has
a fine baptistry and orgaun, anc is highted by
electricity. ‘L'be writer preached Lord’s Day
and nightly aids the evangelist in exhorta-
vion. The mesting, I believe, is to continue
indefinitely. We shall 1emain here over
next Lord’s Day, and shall then start north
again, remaining a shorc time in Savannah,
where we huve promised to preach—once at
leust.

We can see on all hands much develop-
mont in the south. The modern improve-
ments and conveniences of the age are being
utilized in beautifying and rendering more
attractive and comfortable both homes in
city and country. Qur brethren in the south
are progressive, and hopeful as to the fature
ontlook of the church, and are alive to the
peceesity of the church seizing the main
chances as the country developes. As we
write the weather is perfect; the balmy air,
redolent with the perfume of blossom and

flower, comes pouring in through our win-
dows. Several invitations have reached us
from parts of thie state and Georgia to visit
churehes, but the month is half gone even
now, and we will be compelled to forego
what would be a great pleasure.
‘. H. BrLexus.
Jacksonville, I'la., March 23rd, 1898.

OUT, THAT SHOULD BE IN.

Poor trembling lamb! ah, who outside the fold

Has bid thee stand, all weary as thou art?

Dangers around thee, and the bitter cold

Creeping and growing to thino inmost heart,

Who bids thee wait t1ll some mysterious feeling,

Thou knowest not what—perchance may never
know—

Shall find thee, where in darkness thou art kneel-

ing,

Aund fill 3100 with a rich and wondrous glow

Of lov;a e;]nd faith, and change to warmth and
ight

The chill of darkuness of thy spirit's nightt

For miraclo like this, who bids thee wait?
Behold *¢ the Spirit and the Bride say Come,”
The tender Shepherd opens wide the gate,
And 1o his love would gently lend thee home,
Why should’st thou wait? Loug centuries ago,
Thou timid lamb, the Shepherd paid for thee.
Thou art his own. Would’st thou his beauty
know,
Nor trust the Jove which yet thou can’st not sec?
Thou hast pot learned this lesson tc veceive,
Move blessed are they who see not, yet believe.

8till doth thou wait for feeling! dost thou say,

Fain would I love and trust, but hope i3 dead.

I have no faith, and without faith who may rest in
the blessini

Which is only shed upon the faithfult I must
stand and wait—

Not so, the Shepherd does not ask of thee

Faith in thy faith, but only faith in him.

And this he meant in saying * Come to me.”

In light or darkness scek to do his will,

And leave the work of faith to Jesus still,

—Mariah H, Bulfinch. in The Ohurck Journal.

]

TENT FUND.

Acknowledged,

vee. 8107 78
Lord's Cove, M B. 500

Ryan, ... ...

8112 78
J. 8. Fragror, Treasurer,

Mrs. Elmer Richardson, Leonardville, should
have been credited with $5.00 and Bre. Bolton of
Westport, with $§1 00 in lust month's account.

There is still $21.5¢ due in pledges for this fund.

BDied,

BaiLey.— At Newport, N. 8., February 23rd, 1898,
Bro. William Bailey, aged 85 years. Tha decessed was
born and lived all his life on the farm ox which he died.
Early in life he became a member of the Baptist church,
but about forty years ago, at the tirae the Disciples were
re-organized in Newport, he and Sister DBaliey took
membership with them; and during those years, until
the infirmities of age bore heavily upon him, though
living about #ix miles from the place ot meeting, he was
one of the most faithful in attendunce He was decided
in his religious convictions, diligent in business, honest
in dealings and hospitahle almost to a fault—everyone
being welcome to hig home and his table. But he mnst
enjoyed the visits of his hrethren, with whom he loved
to converce on the Bible and the interests of the church.
Our preaching brethien who have visited Nowport will
ramember many pleasant hou:s spunt in the comfortable
home of the Baileys. Of the six children, Mrs. E. E.
Orvis, who lived in Pennsylvania, and two sonx, are dead
while Mrs. F, Barnes, of ‘Lopoka, Kanscs, Charles and
Marietta, remain, Sister Bailey, ever strong in faith
and hoPe, is *“ waiting till the shadowa are a little louger
grown,” She well knows whence comes true comfort to
those who are cast down, H. Wavvrace,

Ourrouse. — Sister Sarah Ann Quthouse, wife of Simon
L. Outhouse, died in Liverton, March 9th, of consump.
tion. She leaves a husband sud a famnily of boys, besides
other near relatives and friends, The funeral services
were conducted at the church by the pastor, assisted b
Bro. H. A, Devoe, She was lsid away in Pleasant Hill

‘comutery, there to await the coming of thg_ righteous

Judge.
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EDITORIAL.

[MPORTUNATE AND PREVAILING PRA YER.—
LUKE xvii

Among tho many wonders of redecming
love is the fact that our Creator condescends
to communicate with us in these last times
by His son, the heir of all things. [He has
spoken to us by His son and tbrough him
hears our prayers at His throne of grace, It
ia no wonder, therefore, that this ¢ one M-
diator” has given us more valuable instrue-
tion on prayer than all others who have
written or spoken on the subject. and has
thus decided its importance and made its
way plain. What can be more clear and
positive than His two directions in Mark xi.,
%+, 25 and 26: ““What things soever ye desire
when ye pray believe that ye reccive them
and ye shall have them. And when ye pray
forgive:if ye bave oughi against any that
your Father also may forgive you. But if
ye do not forgive neither will your Father
which is in Heaven forgive you your tres-
passes.,” These two directions should shine
ag in letters of gold before the face of every
one who prays to God. How we should re-
gard ourselves when we pray to God Jesus
illugtrates by the two men, the Pharisec and
the publican, who went up into the temple
to pray.

In this place He spake a parable to them
to this end that men ought always to pray
and not to faint. An oppressed widow came
to a judge saying, Avenge me of my adversary;
and he would not for a while; but afterwards
he said to himself, ‘“ Though I fear not God
nor regard man, yet because this widow
troubleth me I will avenge her, least by her
continual coming she weary me.”  Hear, smd
Jesus, what the unjust judge saith, and will
not God avenge His own elect which cry day
and night to him though He bear long with
them? I tell you He will avenge them speed-
ily. That judge, too sellish to care for God’s
approval or the widow’s woe, would do her
justice to rid himself of her trouble, and how
awful to think that a just and kind Father
would do less. Jesus states a gimilar case of
the man who would not rise at midnight to
lend his friends three loaves, but yield at
length to his persistent importunity, These
cases are cited by the great Teacher to en-
courage and enforco earnest and continued
prayer for the blessings which seem long in
coming. For wise reasons the Lord often
delays answers to prayer, aud hence this im-
portant parable.

In Matthew xv. we find Jesus cn the coasts
of Tyre and Sidon. When the Jews laid
plans for his death, and his time was not yet
come, he retired for rest and seclusion to
Gevile territory; and a woman of Canaan
cried unto Him saying, Have mercy on me,
0 Lord, thou Sou of David, my daughter is
gricvously vexed with a devil. But he an-

|
swered her not a word.

s disciples be-
sought Him to send her away—-..rhaps said,
why refuse to heal her daughter when you
heal all o.hers? Why not grant her request,
instoad of keoping her crying after us? He
answered them: “Iam not sent but to the
lost sheep of the house of Iseael.” Whether
the woman heard this discouraging reply or
not, sho was not to be disconraged. She
drew nearer and worshipped Him, pleading
*“Joord belp me.” But he answered and
said, ““Itis not meet to take tho children’s
bread and to cast it to dogs.” And she said,
““ True, Lord, yet the dogs eat of the crumbs
which fall from their master’s table.” Then
Jesus answered and said unto her, O wo-
man, great ig thy faith; be it unto thee even
as thou wilt.” And her daughter was made
whole from that very hour,

In Jesus’ answer about the children and
the dogs a wercy mingled which the woman
wag quick to appropriate, and her answer
revealed her triumph. In the Master’s house,
as well as children, there are dogs, which are
not despised or starved, but allowed to feed
on the crumbs that fall from the table, and
such food was all she desired. To be owned
and cared for by such a Master was her high-
est ambition. She was in every way im-
proved by this trial of her faith and patience,
and the full proof that inside of that stern
exterior beat a heart that overflowed with
sympatby and love. A heart that welcomed
her to all she desired was more precicus to
her thun gold. Good men gain much by
confidently wuiting upon the Lord for an
answer to their prayer. After Moses was
long alone with God his face was too bright
for the people to look upon without a veil
between, and in no way will a Christian’s
character so shine as being often and long
‘“in andience with Deity,” It is said of the
disciplo whom Jesvs loved that he was so
much of his time on his kuees that they
became callous, and, from a passionate man
who wished to call down fire from heaven to
destroy the people who refused to accommo-
date his Master, he became one of the most
lowly and amiable of human kind, who had
to-say, ¢ This is the confidence we have in
Him that if we ask anything according to
His will be beareth us,” ete., ete.

Jecus encourages all Christians to pray;
parents for their children; husbands for their
wivas; wives for their husbands, Not merely
to pray for s while, but to pray always, and
not t¢ faint, How many can rejoice in sce-
ing their prayers answered, in feeling nearer
their Saviour, and seceing God glorified in
the salvation of loved cunes,

This parable should be especially precious
to preachers of the Word, They earnestly
desire tho salvation of their hearers and pray
for it. But they should always pray and not
faint. Jesus has so connected importunate
prayor with prevailing prayer as to make the
two almost, if not altogether, convertible
terms; and in pleading with men to be re-
conciled to God, we should more earnestly
plead with God for His Holy Spirit to make

us successful in the work, always remember-
ing that in order to prevail with mon we
must first prevail with God. In this we have
the example of the saints both of the Old
Testament and tho Now,

When Jacob with his helpless family bad
to meet Esaun, whose anger he had incurred
many years before, he was in groat distress,
and earneatly plead with God to deliver him,
When he had wrestled all night in prayer,
and the angel said, ¢ Let me go, for the day
breaketh,” he said, ‘I will not let thee go
unless thou bless me;” he was told, ¢ Thy
name shall be called no more Jacehb, but
Israel, for a8 a prince thou hast power with
God and with men and hast prevailed (Gen.
xxxh1). When Jacob had prevailed with his
God, Esau’s enmity was destroyed, and the
meeting of the brothers was the most delight-
ful.

Moses pled for Israel when God was abont
to destroy the nation for their sing. The
Lord said unto him, Let me alone that my
anger may wax hot aganst them and con-
sume them in a moment, and I will make of
thee a great nation. But Moses would not
let him alone; he pled and reasoned with
the Most High, and desired if Israel were
destroyed that his own name should be
blotted out from His book. Moses, too, had
power as a priest and provailed. God now
will hear his elect who cry night and day to
him. I tell you, said Jesus, he will,

Origiaal Contributions,

4 SURGESTION.

E. C. FORD,

Would it not be an improvement on ounr
present method if all our churches in these
Maritime Provinces were represented in our
annual by delegates who would be in a
position to express the wishes of their breth-
ren, and thus make our annual more repre-
gentative than they have been ? While our
annual gatherings have been good and soui-
inspiring, it is evident that the churches are
not enlisted in the work as we think they
ghould be. Individuals who attend those
meetings become interested, and in some
instances carry the spirit of the meeting with
them to their home churches. But in too
many instances the missionary spirit awaken-
ed is allowed to die out, and we hear but
little more of it until the next annual,

The question is : What can we do to enlist
all our churches in the work of spreading
the primitive gospel over these provinces?
Qur annual meetings have become the Lusi-
ness centre through which the different
churches are supposed to co-operate; but
under our present system this co-operation is
more in name than fact. The success of our
work demands a hearty co-operation of all
our churches, else the desire of our hearts
will never be realized. How, then, can this
be brought about? To this question we
geek an answer, It is believed that if some
such method as is here suggested were
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adopted, the churches would becume moro |

generally identified with the work, and much
greater good would come from ouar annual
gatherings, It is not intended by this sug-
gestion to make the number of visitors less,
but rather to have those who attend, or at
least some of thom, authorized to speak for
the churches they represent. If the churches
would choose certain brethren as delegates
to our annuals to represont them, they would
then bo more in touch with theso meetings,
and feel under greater obligation to assist in
carrying out any measures decided on to
forward the causo in the interest of which
we meot annually,

It would be well if every church would
instruct their delegates as to what amount
they could name as a pledge from each
church to carry on our general missionary
work. Tho churches making these pledges
through their delegates, or entering into auy
other arrangements that may be thought
best to promote the cause of Christ, would
feel under obligation to see to it that these
pledges, or arrangements, are fulfilled.

While much good has come from our
annual gatherings in the past, we believe, if
some such method were adopted, the influence
of those meetings would be felt all along the
years, and the cburches would be more in
touch with our general work.

As tho object of this paper is only to bring
this matter before the brotherhood, hoping
others will give us their best thoughts there-
on, I will oply add that my suggestion now
is, that every church whose membership is
less than fifty should have at least two dele-
gates, and two more for every additionsl
fitty ; that is, those churches which have,
say, 100 members should have four delegates,
thus giving two delegates for every additional
fifty members. Chis would give & fair repre-
sentation to all the churches and place all on
an equal footing.

There are muny other things that might
be said in favor of this suggestion, but my
paper has grown long euvough, and I will
leave the matters for others t7 speak of. 1
could hope that some one in every church in
these provinces would speak out on this
subject, and let us see if we cannot make at
lesst a beginning at our coming annual.
The sooner we got into shape along this line
the better for the cause we plead.

SOME THOUGHTS ON BOOKS.

BERTHA W. BARNES,

—

Books are a very important factor in the
building up of character. 1lf we constantly
read books containing noble sentiments,
which reflect, as in & mirror, the beuutiful
spirit of the author, we arc benefited and
lifted nearer to that which is true and noble.
It, on theother hand, we read light, frivolous
matter, that only serves to give us false ideas
of life, we, filled with these erroneous ideas,
become dissatisfied with ““our common daily
duties,” and our higher nature is dwarfed.

As we are careful to take such nourish-
ment as will conduce to healthy growth in
our bodies, so we should exercise the same
oare in selecting food for our minda.

Lot us then try to read only those books
whioh will ennoble our characters and lift us

nearor to Gud, As the result of such read-
ing, the pages of our hives will be go filled
with Christ-like deeds that the woild, luvh-
ing at them, will see that we are trying to be
among those ‘“ who by patient continuanc.
in well-doing seok for glory and honor and
immortality.”

*+ If Christians like their Lord will be,

Al! men will Jose their duubts and sce

How real is Christianity;

What do they sco in you, and say of you and me?”?
To the zealous follower of Christ, this life

is but a preparation for the glorious one

beyond, upon which he shall enter when

“this mortal shall have put on immortality.”

¢ Full of vows, sand full of labors,
All our duys fresh duties bring,
First to Gud, aod then our neighbor—
Christian—lifo’s an carnest thing,

¢ Onward—ever onward pressing,
Yet untired as angel's wing;
Be]ieving, doing, blest and blessing—
Christian—life’s an earnest thing.”
May we be found continually trying to

* wear the white flower of a blameless life,”
so that when the angel of death closes our
life-volume forever we may be judged worthy
to enter tho pearly gates of that city where
all the unrest and turmoil of life shall have
disappeared, and where *“we shall be like
him, for we shall see him as he is.”

‘¢ The one remains, the many change and pass,
Heaven’s light forever shines, earth’s shadows

¥
Life, liko a dome of many-colored glass,
Staips the white radiance of eternity,
Until death tramples it in fragments.”

FORM IN CHURCH SERVICE AND
ORDINATION.

O, B. 8TOCKFORD.

In an article on “Form in Christianity ”
in the February number of THE CHRISTIAN,
I stated that I would in a future issue refer
to some cases in which, in my opinion, we
gomewhat neglect proper forms. I will dis-
cuss these cases now.

While we cannot be fairly charged with
detracting from the importance attached to
the ordinances of the Church of Christ, nor
treating them in any way with disrespect,
yet at times it would appear that we may be
justly accused of too lightly observing or
entirely disregarding appropriate religious
ceremonics. ‘

While undoubtedly the prominence given
to form during the Jewish age has been
largely done away with under the present
dispensation, yet it (form) is still necessary.
And where it is still required it should be
respected as much under the new as it was
under the old covenant.

Public worship may be cited as one of the
instances in which ritois still essential. Uan
it be said that we duly regard forms-therein
involved ? Take prayer, for example. Do we
follow the practice of the early church by
assuming & reverent attitude in petitioning
our Father in heaven ? It is evident that
the first Christians knels in prayer, Acts xxi,
5. See also Acts vii, 60 ; ix, 40; and Eph,
iii, 14, where this position has been adopted

in casus of individnal dovotion. Our Saviour
honored this uttitude by use, Luke xxii, 41,
Again, it was customury under the Jewigh
dispensation, as II Chron, vi,13; Kzraix, 5;
Ps. 95, 6; Dan. vi, 10, and other passages
inform us.

Standing with bowed head is another ap-
proved posture during prayer. Luke xviii,
13, and presumably Mk, xi, 23, teach this.
I do not know of any other position that is
sanctioned by the Bible.

These acts of humility seem perfectly
natural and proper when petitioning our
Creator and Bonefactor for those mercies, the
least of which we are not worthy.

‘Chon, again, we appear to push beyond its
limits the truth that Christians, and not
houses of worzhip, are the true temples of God,
and do not treat with due reverence the place
in which we meet to commune with God.
Our demeanor should be more devout than
usual when we assemble to worship. While
Christians may always, when doing that
which is right, have the presence of their
Lord, yet wo should not forget that he is in
our midst ia a special manner when we gather
together in his name. There i a special
sacredness surrounding the united worship
of Gtod’s people.

Would it not be advisable for our congre-
gations to take steps to provide for more
uniformity and reverence in our church
service ?

Another rite, which at times is cverlooked
by our members, is the laying of hands upon
elders and deacons at their ordination. This
we know to be the practice of the early
church, guided by the apostles, and therefore
should be followed.

According tc the nature of things, form
cannot be entirely dispensed in religion dur-
ing thig iife. Although now only of second-
ary importance — being worthless, and in
some cuses worse than worthless, at least go
fur as the person using it is concerned, urless
aceompanied by the true spirit—jyet the fact
of its being essentisl demands our careful
consideration. And while it thus continues
the necessary medium of the manifestation
of our spirit, it should not be lightly treated.

WHAT SHALL WE SING.

—

43 W'"

—

And when I write “we” I wish to be
understood as referring to those who profess
to have been redeemed by the blood of Christ,
saved from their past sins and made ¢ sons
and danghters of the Lord Almighty,” and
consequontly ¢ Fellow helpers to the truth.”
We all know that every Christian has a
responsibility. No one lives to himself but
is exerting an influence on others,

Now with regard to our inflnence. What
shall we sing? Are we ourselves influenced
by what we sing? I think we are; if so,
should we not see toit that we sing nothing
that will tend to the lessening of our spiritu-
ality. 1f itis desirable that weshould “grow
in yrace,” should we not as much as possible
avoid those influences and emotions which
foster conformity to the world and draw
away our minds from the singing enjoined
by the New Testament. We all underatand
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what psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
mean, We know Ziey are right and that the
ginging of them, with the spirit and under-
standing, makes us bettor as they were in-
tended. Now if we¢ are thus influenced,
what of those over whom we exort aun influ-
ence? Qur precious young people, for in-
stance. If they are invited to spend an
ovening with us and singing is introduced,
shall we provide books of songs such as the
world delights in? If so, whore will we draw
the line? I rememuer a fanily, one of the
heads of which wasa disciple and intelligent.
I visited at their homeo and saw that the
young poople wore given to fast music and
the singing of songs. Ido not know why
but I never heerd that one member of that
clever, interesting family became a Christian.
I recently saw this remark in a religious
paper: ‘“‘The Bible clearly indicates that
there is to bo a dividing line between the
world and the disciple of Christ. On which
sido is the dance?” May wo not push the
enquiry & little further and ask, On which
side is the song? I am aware thatIam
“writing on the unpopular side of a popular
subject.” But may we not ponder?

Frome Wission Notes,

Halifax raised what was due Bro. Blenus
in February, and so we wers able to pay all
our workers in full. Bat this month there
is a falling off again, and we are not able to
meet our pledges. We need $50 a month
from now until the annual, or we will come
to the meeting in debt.

The Milton chureh has agreed to raise $50
to aid Kempt and Summervillein supporting
Bro, F. Ford for one year. They desira that
it shall be done through the Mission Board,
and so we acknowledge 820, which has been
psid to him. They also contribute to the
general work.

A litlle while ago our oldest chureh, River
John, sent a contribution, and we are pleased
to acknowledge one from our youngest,
Mascarene. Now that we have such a good

example from tho oldest and youngest, we
bope that every church will follow them in
helping to build up our provincial work.

Our Main street mission has had three
baptisme this month. Bro. Stevens reports
most encouragingly of Pictou. Bro. Blenus
is away on a month’s vacation, and on his
return will, with more vigor than ever,
continue his labors there,

RECEIPTS.
$312 64

Acknowledged, 12 5
1

Halifax, per T. H. Eél.e.nus. cens
Milton for Qucen’s Co., N. 8,, per Miss

Frecman, 20 00

¢“ “N.B.andN. S, .... 2 00

Maescarenc, per Capt, 8. W. Dick, 2 00
St. John—

Main St.,, Y. P.S. C. E., .... 4 00

‘“  Woman’s Aid, per Mrs, Rt;l;i.n.eon, 8 10

¢ Sunday-school, 3 82
Coburg 8t. Mission Band, 480
$373 86

J. S. FLAGLOR, Secretary,

P. E. IsLaxp Funp.

Ackuowledged, cees cees cees
Church, Cross Roads, Lot 48, (Quarterly
Meeting) per Geo. Manifold, ees

$37 27

$46 58
J. 8, FLAGLOR, Secretary.
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Nores.

We present in this issue the claims of the
Home Mission work; we know our readers
will enjoy this presentation.

There is no more important work before
our churches to-day than Home Mission work;
to help it to the front means the quickening
of all our work.

The General Board of Home Missions has
made appropriations to the Boards of twenty-
oight different states and provinces to heip
them do mission work within their boun-
daries. If we gave our Home Board $100,-
000 this help would be sufficient to quicken
our work in & most wonderful manner, Let
us try to do our part.

We hope that our churches will make tho
greatest efforts to reach their full apportion-
ment to Home Missions. The Home Board
ig doing the best work in our history, and we
should support the Board in this work:

The Home Board has appropriated every
dollar of its income, and even beyond, in the
hope that the churches would greatly enlarge
their offering in view of the work that is
being done.

The missio.s of our Board are prospering;
our home missionaries are doing oxcellent
work on very small salaries. They deserve
our hearty support.

Don’t fail to send your offering for Home
Missions promptly to Benj. L. Smth, Cor-
respouding Socretary, Y. M. C. A. building,
Cincinnati, Chio. Tt will all be needed to
meet the maturing obligations of the Board.
Don’t fail to remit promptly,

If your congregation does very well—makes
an offering two or three times the apportion-
ment—send a tolegram, at your own expense,
to the Corresponding Secretary, Cincinnati,
that it may be used to encourage others.
Don’t fail on this.

The work of city evangelization needs
the assistance of the General Board. Our
cities are not able of themselves to do the
work that ought to be done. The work done
in Chicago by E. W. Darst can be duplicated
if we only entrust our Board with $100,000
for Home Missions.

Remember that we have {wo missionary
offerings in one On the first Lord’s Day iy
May—that for Home Missions and Negro
Evangelization. We should pay and pray
accordingly.

Wo should make our offering for Home
Missions equal to any other offering for the
year—no second place for Home Missions.

Home Missions and Foreign Missions are
the two wings of the bird of progress of God’s
cause. Do not make one any weaker than
the other.

There should be no equality of missionary

¢ Oofferings by the division of any other fund,

but by the multiplication of the weakest of-
fering, The home offering should be multi-
plied. Let us multiply our part of it.

The record of the Boird shows thirty-five
churches organized last year; 2,135 churches
have been organized by the Board iu its his-
tory. :

Three hundred dollars put into the hands
of the Home Board will keep u missionary
employed & year. A great many of our
churches should make it a matter of rejoic-
ing to have their own home missionary,
Thero are some fields where two hundred
dollars will keep a man at work a year. Lot
our churches select a field and have their
own 1uissionary at work preaching the glori-
ous gospel of our Lord and Saviour.

Lot every church make it a matter of pride
to be a helper in the Home Mission offering
this year.

We beliovo the home offering will be the
largest in our history; thoe enlarged work, the
splendid record of the Board in getting out
of debt and keeping out of debt, the prosper-
ity that Las come to our Home Mission work,
all appeal to our churches, and they will
respond with a great offering for Homo Mis-
gions,

Jesus sat over against the treasury and
watched the people as they made their offer-
ings—so, lot us believe, our Lord sits over
agaiost the churches and notes them giving
for the cause of spreading the gospel over
America. Let us see to it that our offering
has His approval.

It is only a few weeks until the first Lord’s
Day in May—then the offering for Home
Missions. Don’t forget it, nor fail to make
it a great day,

It is a fact, that needs to be held before our
brethren, that the mission churches supported
by the American Christian Missionary Society
have already reported to me over $500 for the

Bexsayiy L. Suirtn, .
Corresponding Secretary of the American Christian
Missionary Society.
March offering for Foreign Missions, and not
all have been heard from. Home Mission
work pays. Now let every church that took
the foreign offering turn in for an equal of-
fering for Home Misgions.
Benyg, L. Sxrg, Cor, Sec.
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Caxt Ovuomr! Wint

I have a very great desire to see our people
rally to the work of Home Missions. We
have never yet done anything worthy of us
for this great canse, The call for $10C,000
ought to be prowptly heeded. Wae can raise
it, we onght to raise it, and from all our
churches should come up the unanimous
ghout, “We will raise it1” There is no such
mission ficld in all the world as America.
Lot us take it for Jesus Christ! Lot us make
1898 a red letter year for General Home
Missions! GEORGE DARSIE.

Frankfort, Kentucky,

OxLY $100,0001 !

$100,000 to help win America for Christ}
Ooly $100,000! Xs it necessary to talk .about
sacrifice yet? When ithe American Congress,
without a dissenting voice, appropriates a
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sum equal to 78 cents per capita for our pup-
ulation, to be used in defen.e against a fourt,[l- {is dear to our hearts, Our sceretaries—the
rate power, should we bo less patriotic or i two Smiths—could not be improved upon.
loyal to the King of Kings? Let us not talk { They have capacity, consccration, and a glor-
of sacrifice when we are usked to give 3100,- jtous enthusiusm that will not recognize the

|
j the future years for God and the trath that ’

000 to Christianize Americs;
for our million members is far below the
plune of cold duty, Oh brethren! could you
but sve ‘“ the whitened fields ” in eur great,

land, with its loads of dead theology, and the
intense yearning of the common people for
the simple Christianity of the Now Testa-
ment, you would not refuse us the proper
men aud means to open up this undeveloped

field. Roraxp A. Nicnors,
Worcester, Mass.

0. P. Spriecer, Evangelist of Alabama,

TaE PREACBER'S PART IN THE May OFFERING.

How does God raise a crop? Man prepares
the soil, sows the seed. cultivates, but God
grows the crop. Four kinds of so0il, more or
less, are in every congregation—the hard
wayside, the shallow, the thorny, the good.
But what kind is the preacher’s Zeart? The
answer to that denotes what kind of sower
be is; whether diligent, hopeful, faithful,
tactful, or otherwise. Tor missionary collec-
tions it is his commission faithfully to sow
and cultivate, and then, at the proper time,
to reap what God has grown; not too early,
while it is green, nor too late, when it is shat-
tered out. Be sure of the fragments, A
faithful sowor and reaper meets with resist-
ance—but, remember, not from God. Then
let him read his commission. The Kingdom
of Heaven and the King are voting his faith-
fulness and his field. I have published a
papsr a number of years. Every week, for
months ahead, that paper keeps the fact of
the coming harvest we are sowing before the
congregstion. The pulpit proclaimsits awful
need. Prayer meetings (special) are held for
its success. Then the Holy Spirit uses us
just us much as we allow Him. If this isn’t
our business, we have none.

LowerLn C. McPHERSON.
Buffalo, N. Y.

F. B. Sarp, Pine Bluff, Ark.

SgaLL WE Go ForwarD ?

The splendid results secured for the Amer”
ican Chbristian Missionary Society lasl year—
results gecured, too, in the face of tremen-
dous discouragements—may well stimulate
the churches to put forth extraordinary
e¢fforts to make the May offering one that
shall be worthy of a great people. “‘Whereto
we have attained let us hold fast,” but, it
possible, let us take one step in advance of
lagt year. We have all the conditions for
the doing of & work that shall tell through

ten cents apiecy | coldness of some churches and the criticisms
j of somo people
j the ficld as csn be found anywhere—brave,

ASE ! gelf-denyi 1 fuithful £
conscientious, intelligent, wealthy Now Eng- l Christ. T e athful to the gospul o

We have as good men in

We have opon doors on every hand

| — wide open — which spenk of invitation,
jaccess and welcome.

We have the glorious
gospel to preach—the gospel of love and
iberty. Now is the very nick of time—big
with opportunity and responsibility, Surely
wo shall not be found sleeping at our posts
on this coming May-day. ~Let it be oue of
the gladdest and happiest days of the year.

E. L PoweLL.
Louisville, Ky.

B. H. LINGENFELTER, Tacoma, Wash,

How To TAXE THE MAY OFFERING.

1. Remember there is no easy way of tak-
ing & good offering. It is comparatively
easy to get a handful of coppers, but to get
an amount of money worthy of the people
who give it and the cause for which it is
givon requires work.

2. Prepare for it by ample announcements,
full information, prayer and a good sermon
red hot from the auvil upon which it has
been forged with the utmost care. At its
close the offering should follow without a
moment’s break.

3. Take the offering by subscription. Give
every member a subscription blank or en-
velop and a sharp pencil and then exhort.
Allow ten days for payment of the amouat.

4. Do it all in the right spirit. The
preacher and the deacons who pass up the
aisles and cauvass from house to house should
be **in the spirit on the Lord's day” when
this call is made.

At the First Church, in Akron, Ohio, this
year, we shall select ton good meu some
weeks before who shall be in charge of the
offering for the American Board. They will
plan it and secure it C. J. TANNAR.

Akron, Ohio.

A. McMiLLaX, Cor. Sec., Michigan,

PRAYER FOR THE May OFFERING.

No work can be successful unless sanctified
by prayer. The greatest work, and perhaps
the only work, of the church is the salvation
of souls; and the greatest work of the Disci-
ples of Christ is the salvation of our own
land. Hence the furtherance of thia vital
and important work should be the burden of
our prayers, especially ag wo are drawing near
the annual offering for Home Missions.

In the great, or perhaps the most import-

ant, events in the lifo of our Master wo notice
they were prefaced by prayer. The Master
taught Ilis disciples how to pray. Tn His
sermon on the Mount he snys ‘‘ask, seek,
knock.” Some blessings we recoive by ask-
ing, some by seeking, and others by knock-
ing. Lot us attend to this, and we know
the promise is sure and a large offering shall
come from the loyal disciples of Christ. The
“I am well plensed” was spoken to Jesus
while Ho was pray.ng. The ‘“Hear yo Him”
was gpoken while He prayed The *Father
glorify Thy name” was spoken aud the voice
was heard again.

May tho offering for the spread of the
gospel in America be the largest and the
best ever made by our people, that we may
hear the “Well done,” and thus glorify the
Father’s name, that Ho may be “ well
pleased” with us in our efforis to honor
Christ and save the world. Pray as we pay,

and pay as we pray. J. J. IRVINE.
Jacksonville, Florida.

Waar Cax THE MINisTER Do FOR TR MAY
OFFERING ?

(1) Use the missionary envelopes. Have a
good supply of them; also a supply of lead
pencils. The name of the contributor and
the amount contributed should be written on
the envelope. If cash is paid, the money
should be put in the suvelope; otherwiso re-
gard it as 4 subscription.

(2) Call your deacons to your assistance.
Hand them envelopes and pencils, with ia-
structions to supply every man, woman and
cbild present. Have them lift the offering,
but not until you give the word. Give time
to prepare the envelopes; and, in the mean-
time,

(3) Be on the alert yourself. As a wise
pastor, you may know why this, that and the
other sister or brother are not responding.
Address your final words to them; bring the
gospel to bear upon them; be wise as a ser-
pent in dealing with them; in short, special,
ani not random, talking will prove cffective.

(4) Follow up the Sunday morning collec-
tion. Aim at a contribution from every
member, Qet after the abssnt ones at the
night service and on the following Sunday.
If still gome have not given, try to know
why, Askthem personally. They may have
honest reasons that you can meet and dispel.
They may need only to be won, as the south
wind wins the rose. They may be eccentrie,
and wigh only to be asked. You will reach
your mark if you persist.

(5) Be prompt in forwarding the money to
the secretaries. If necessary, give a month
in which to pay subscriptions. Be a good
collector in that time, Get every dollar snb-
scribed; and when it ig all in, speed it on its
way, You will thus rejoice the hearts of
hard-working and sacrificing missionaries
and secretaries, GEORGE DARSIE, Jr.

Uniontown, Pa.

A SeLF-DENIAL WEEK FOR HoMr Missions,

Only in the conventiona), and often mis-
reading, sense can we speak of self-denial as
required of a Christian in order to the per-
formance by him of any duty. The word
self-denial is much mora opposite to the duty
of a sinner to put away the old man and put
on the new man. Surely, for a Christian to
make a large, or at least a liberal, offering
for Home Missions may be more fitly and
forcefully called self-assertion than self-de-
nial, for it is s gratification and not an
abnegation of his true self, He does not
forego his real interests, but makes a glad
endeavor, according to his ability, to foster
and further them. Instead of relinquishing
his most cherished desires, he rejoices in the
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purpose and pruspeet of their fullest realiza-

While hus offering 8 his duty, 1t 13
S, M. JEFFERSUN.

tivn,
cqnally hus delight.
Berkeley, California.

A SevLr-DENIAL WEEK For ITomMe Missions.

“Self to the rear™ will greatly aid in
}mshing ““Home Missions to the front.”
The magnificent ability of the Disciples of
Christ to support our missionary enterprises,
contrasted with the yet meagre sum given for
this divine purpose, is conclusive cvidence
that there is ‘“something lacking.” What
isit? I answer, the nced of self-deninl. The
week of self-denial for Home Missions will
have two beneficent results, First, it will
matorially increaso tho collections. I gladly
risk my reputation as a prophet on the fol-
lowing statement: If, during the last week
of April, each Disciple of Christ in the United
States and Canada will deny himself of one-
half tho things whose having is not essential
either to his existenco or his happinese, and
will, on the first Sunday in May, give the
amount thus saved in addition to what he
had previously intended to give, we will raise
$100,000 for Home Missions this year. Let
us try it. Second, like tho merci,; that
¢“droppeth as the gentle dew from hesven
upon the place beneath,” it will bless * him
that gives and him that takes” In Lux
.Mund: is the thonght-provoking sentenco:
“The root of sacrifice is self-sacrifice, how-
ever crudely it may be oxpressed.” It is a
contradiction in terms to speak of having
made a sacrifice for a cause until our gfts to
that cause are such as to have nccessitated
some self-denial. He who will deny himself
for the good of the Master’s work will learn
gsomewhat of the meaning of that oft’-guoted,
geldom-understood saying of Ohrist, It is
more blessed to give than to receive.”

¢ Self to the rear” — “ Home Missions to
the front.” Ropr, G. FRANK.

Nicholasville, Xy.

Soreign Riggions.

Maritime C. W. B. M.

Expect great things from Qod.
Attempt great things for GQod.

35 1TaxAXo Cio,
Icnicaya, Tok1o, JAPAN,
Junuary 3lst, 1798.

To the Ontario and Maritime Province C.
W, B. M.:

Dean S1sters—Last Monday night, after
a day’s heavy rain, was our first snow-storm
this winter. Hverything looked so pretty in
the morning when we opened the shutters
and looked out Our hymn that morning
was ““Whiter than snow, Lord Jesus, I long
to be.”

The sun came out goon, however, and by
noon everything kad changed, and the streets
were simply beyond description. We have
no sidewalks; everybody walks in the middle
of the road, so you can imagine how pleasant
it was. Soon a cold, fierce wind sprang up,
and that night and next day we had the
heaviest rain and sleet storm I have seen in
Tokio. The next morning papers told of
three persons who had been overcome by the
cold and found frozen to death on the streets,

The next day the sun came out clear and
bright, and the breeze was as balmy and soft
as & May day. That same day I went to see
Bro. and Sister Azbill, who live not very far
away, and in their garden were two large
plum trees with the buds bursting into bloom.
I camo away ludon with some large branches
to put in my study as & reminder that spring
is nearly here, and with it the pain of part_

ing with tha dear friends hiere and the joy of
mecting the old ones 1n the homoe-land,

The suffering this year, not unly in Tokio,
but all over Jupan, is heart-rending. Food,
fusl and clothing are more than double in
price what they were in the summer, and
the wages of the laburing classes have risen
very slightly.

Linst week I beard of another caso of mur-
der and suicide; a father kills his two little
ones and then himself because he cannot
provide for them.

The work scems to be taking on new life,
Meetings are bettor attended, the prejudices
against Christiamity not quite so marked,
and one meets with a little less rudeness in
the streets, Little incidents show how the
wind blows. T'or instance: Not long ago an
evangelist, while preaching to a fairly large
audience in one of the many preaching points
of the city, made the remark that all men
are sinners. A student in the audience rose
and asked hun if he meant by that to in-
clude the Emperor. The preacher repliod
that as the Linperor was & muan he would of
coursc come under that head. [mmediately
the student, with one of his friende, accused
the spesker of disrespect to the Emperor,
called him a traitor and signified their inten-
tion of defonding the Emperor’s name to the
last. They marched to the platform and
proceeded to thrash the evangelist. The
disturbance was quieted by the police taking
all three to the lockup, where they remained
for nearly a week before their cuso was
brought up. At the trial, however, the
preacher was dismissed with many apologies,
and the students severely reprimanded and
told to let religionus meetings alone in the
future, that the statement was not used in a
political sense but in a spiritual one, and
meant no disrespect to the Emperor.

Whether or not this has anything to do
with the affairs of the far East, that we hear
so much abhout nowadays, with the hope that
Eugland may become an ally, I cannot tell.

Sincerely yours,
Mary M. RiocH.

RECELPILS,
Previously acknowledged, cee. $120 98
Sumwnerside— .
Few ladies of church, cee 2 00
Belvin Grove, P. E. I.—
Mrs, W, Hogg, .... ceee 100
Tiverton—
Ladies® Auxiliary, .... Ceee cees 2 00
Milton—
Ladics' Auxiliary, .... cees AN 7 00
St. John—
Coburg Street 8. 8., .. 711
b ¢ Ladies’ Auxiliary, e 8 80
¢ ¢ Non-resident member,.... 20 00
Main Street—
Ladies’ Auxiliary, per Mrs, Robertson,.. 810
Smithtown, N. B.— :
Y. P. 8. C. E., per Leonard Hill, 2 60
Interest, 27
Total, ..., 8169 28

SusiE Forp STEVENS, Treasurer,
Pictou, N. 8.

Children’s Wnk.

Address all communications ¢o Mrs. D, A, Morrison, 201
: Germaln Street, St. Johm, N B.]

Dear GinLs AND Boys,—

I hopo a great many of you are husy pre-
paring for the Easter exercise, but if : ny find
that it will be tmpossible to give tho ¢« eert,
they can still observe the two weeks «f relf-
denial, and send their offering just th ».me,
I have not received items of news fiom 1many
Bands this month, and would ask the lland
leaders to mail their communications o u3 to

reach St. Juhn by the 20th of the month.
You will all be glad to rend something from
vur dear missionary, Miss Graybiel, in regard
to our boy in India, We have been support-
ing him smce last fall, but this is the first
direct word we have had concerning him.
Below you will read what Miss Graybiel and
Miss Frost write about himn. I am sure you
will all be pleased, as I am, that the account
is 8o oncouraging. May little ¢ Gerould ”
be the means of bringing the light of the
gospel into many a dark lifo.
Your loving friend,
Mgs. D. A, Mogrnrsox.
Supt. of Childrew's Work,

NEews IF'rox oUR WORKERS

Harrrax, Junior 0. E.—Our society is in
splendid working order now, and is quite
large. 1'he members are all interested in the
work, and we hope very soon to bo able to
sond some money for the mission cause,

SUMMERSIDE, SUNBEAM BAND.—Our Band
held a concert on March 6-h, which wus quite
a success, We realized $4 30.

Lorp’s Cove, Mission Baxp.—We aro
sorry that we will not be able to give the
Euster exercise, on account of bad roads and
scuttered mewbership; but we will remember
the season of sclf-denisl, and trust we will
nct bo behind. We can report four new
members gince last month,

GEROULD (OR JARALD).—A fine-featured,
shy-looking boy came to the Mission Home
with his mother, little brother and sister
sometime during last hot seuson. They were
homeless and without food. This was ““God’s
Home,” and kind friends had sent us money
to feed just such needy ones. What could
we do bur bid them welcome in the Master’s
name. ‘I'he boy began going to school, and
soon it became apparent that he was very
bright. He now reads in the third reader.
He is also learning English, He has been
baptized, and yesterdny I heard him give his
testimony as to what Jesus had done for him,
I could but thavk God that this dear boy
had so early learned to know Christ and His
saving power. MARY GRAYBIEL.

A recent lotter from Miss Frost says: “Ger-
ould is a very bright boy and handsome, tou,
and is between twelve and thirteen years of
age. He can already speak the message of
Jesus’ love in a pleasing manner.”

RECEIPTS.
Previously acknowiedged, .... ceos 851 09
Summerside—
Sunbeam Band, RN cene P B 11
Milton—
Daily Workers, ceee 6 00
$60 24

Susie Forp StevENS, Treasurer.
Pictou, N. 8.

Great
Advances

Have recently been made in methods of
teaching commercial subjects — Book-
keeping and Correspondence especially.
Our methods are not those of five or even
two years ago, but the very latest, embracing
tho lutest festures at the closo of 1897.

Our Shorthand is also the best—the Isaac
Pitman.

Catalogues to any Address.
S. KERR & SON.



