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UNDER the title (curiously enough) of
“ The Purity of Language,” a writer sign-
ing himself “ Henry C. White, University
<f Deseret, Utah,” writes to the Chicago
Current & vigorous polemic against all
purists.  “ By what authority,” he asks.
“tdo over-fastidious people, calling them.
selves ¢ purists,’ claim the right to dictate
10 millions of others how the English lan-
-guage should be used, and in what man.
neror mode? To my mind the right of
so dictating does not seem to be very
clear nor well.grounded upon the trus
principles of the good old English, which
grew where it would, without caring much
fur the restrictions which grammarians or
purists have placed around it. Old words
have died 2 natural deazh and been con-
signed to eternal ohlivion ; new ones have
sprung into life and been admitted into

the “body corporate’ of the Janguage

-

almost before those busybodies, the pur-
istz, could protest against the use of
them. ‘The process will go on for all
time.”

As examples of words which have thus
‘ gprung into life,” he recalls the origin of
*gelfish,” ¢ boycott,’ *mugwump,” and be-
cause these bave been * admitted into the
‘body corporate’ of the language,” and, as
he thinks, materially adde! to our voca-
bulary, despite the protests of purists,
thercefore such protests should be unhead.
ed, and purists generally disregarded. * In
short,” he says, * the best test of wards in
the ¢ well of English undefiled’ is common
usage, by which phrase is meant the prac-
tice of the majority of the people in the
use of the words, no matter from whom
they originated or from where.”  * It may
be remarked,” he als» says, “that the
press is a great facter in the development
of our language, having invented many of
the most popular words of the day, and
introduced others out of the sloughs of
vulgarism into genteel socicty. Puossessed
of great courage, not to say impudence,
the daily press exercises unbounded influ-
ence in moulding not only the minds of
men, but also their current modes of ex-
pression, unmoved by the voice of censors
or rigid purists.”

To every one of these theses exception
may be taken, and the validity of the
arguments adduced in their support is only
an apparent one.

But for the jealous eye of the purist we
know not what disintegrating clements
might not creep into language. That new
words are daily being added to our voca-
bulary is a fact of which we are all cogni-
zant and all proud ; but if there were no
censor to pass judgment on such additions
who knows but that these new growths
should turn out to be unhealthy products
which would eventually sap language of
its proper vitality ? ‘That the press is *“a
great factor in the development of our
language” is no doubt true ; but that it
succeeds in introducing more inelegant
werds and more ungrammatiral phrases
than perhaps any other factor is equally

truc—at least of the press of this conti-
nent,

That language is a ‘growing’ thing
everybody grants. But to whom should
we look to aid its growth—to the educated
few, or to the uneducated many ? It seems
needless to ask such a question, but such
weiters as Mr. White make it necessary.
Ivery great author adds to the list of Eng-
lish words ; and, for oursclves, we confess
we would accept with less hesitation a
word coined by Hooker, or Jerewmy Taylor,
or Carlyle, or Ruskin, or any other recog-
nized master of English prose, than any
wurd brought “ out of the sloughs of vul-
garism into genteel society” by the daily
press.

Mr. White seems to grant that there is
such a thing as a “slough of vulgarism”
in the coinage of words. He seems also
tu concede thas it is well for such words
to receive from some or other source a
title of nobility. Granting all this, the only
suggestion that need be made is, that this
honor would better be conferred by the
cultivated and the refined than by the
illiterate. Who can gainsay this? And
yet Mr. White's tirade is in reality directed
against such a truism.  After all, what is
it that has put the stamp upon *selfish’
and ‘boycott, and made them current
coin of the realm?  Is 1t not the fact that
they are accepted and used by writers of
accepted merit? No amount of *com-
mon usage’ can transform words of base
metal into true coin. They require the
stamp of authority. We tremble to think
what floods of slang and worse than slang
might sweep away the historical landwmarks
of our glorious language if no purists
existed to keep it within bounds. The
well of English, we think, would become
terribly defiled if our Ruskins, Matthew
Arnolds, Goldwin Smiths, Walter Paters,
Rabert Louis Stevensons, instead of going
to Dryden, to Hume, to Hooker, to the
Old Testament (as more than one of thesc
have told us they have done) for style
and language, were to go to ‘‘common
usage” in Mr. Whitc's meaning of the
phrase.
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Contemporary Thought.

Tue attempt to induce a large class of young
teachers to imitate the experience of others can
only cnd in failure. However varied the form
which knowledge may take, the methods of
instruction are personal characteristics, — Za.
School Journal,

EXrertMENTATION in this field {psychology)
is extremely difficult.  Nevertheless, we must
expect that the next great advance in science will
be in this field,  The new methods of study taught
by the cvolutionary theory will be applied here,
and the very blossoming of the physical sciences
will be found in psychology. Much physiological
wartk yet remains to be done before any great work
can be accomplished, Investigators are rapidly
supplying the demand created by this new science.
Sacietics, also, for psychical research, in England,
Germany, and the United States, have been at
work, and though only a few of the results so far
have been in the highest degree satisfactory, they
will doubtless bring to light some occult powers of
the nervous system and unnoticed mental proces-
ses. These reveal the trend of much of the keen-
est investigation of the future, the resulis of which
must be of ititense interest to all students of the
mind, to all educationalists and philanthrophists,~—
Kosmos,

THE most carnest measures should be taken by
the friends of the young to protect them from the
pernicious effects of vile literature, In New York
a step has been taken Ly the opening of a reading.
room and circulating library, in the very heart of
a district most needing such assistance, where
children of both sexes, under fousteen years of age,
can be provided with safe and profitable literature.
The library is entirely unsectarion in character,
the supervising committee being composed of rep-
resentatives of the Catholic, Protestant, and
Ilebrew faiths. What has been done here can
and should be done elsewhere. There ought to
be four hundred such reading rooms in this city,
and at least one in cvery small village throughout
the length and breadth of the land, A communi-
cation to Edward L. Chichester, 334 West 124th
Street. New York, will bring inreturn an acccunt
of a2 method of organization which may serve asa
model for similar socictics in other places. - Nt

Vork School Journal.,

THERE is no better illustration of the reserve;
the passionless transparency and waiveté, of the
classic style of natrative than that whickh is given
us in the Acts of the Apostics ; not the work of a
recognized classic author, but beautifully classicin
its pure objectivity, its absence of personal color-
ing. In that wonderful rarrative of Paul’s ship-
wreck the narrator closes his account of an anx-
ious night with these words : *“ Then fearing lest
they should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four
anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day.”
Fancy a modern writer dealing with such a theme!
tlow he would enlarge on the racking suspense,
the tortures of expectation, endured by the storm-
tossed company through the weary hours uf a night
which threatened instant de:'ruction. How he
would dwell on the momentary dread of the shock
which should shatter the frail bark and engulf the

devoted crew, the angry billows hungering for
their prey, eyes strained to catch the first glimmer
of returning light, cte. ! All which the wititer of
the Acts conveys in the single phrase, ** And
wished for the day.""—Fredevic Henry Helge, in
the March Atlantic Monthly.

‘Tue Boston Transeript comments as follows
upon the remarks made by President Eliot at a
late meeting of the Unitarfan Club: ** He pre-
sented very faitly and very furcibly the difficult pso-
blem which our community especially is at this time
facing, as to the connection of religion with our sys-
tem of public school education, The suggestions
made by Mr. Eliot as to the methods for dealing
with the very perplexing difficulties winch now
preseat themselves are certainly very gencrous, but
arc they practical 2 One of these suggestions was,
that according to the number of pupils, the chil-
dren of parents of each of the different religions
denvminations, teachers respectively attached to
these denominations should be sct over the schools
in proportionate ratio. The other suggestion was
that an hour in cach day's schonl scssion should e
set apart in which the scholars should be distrib-
uted in scparate apartments, there to receive such
religious instruction as their parents respectively
may desire them to listen to. Would it be pos-
sible in the nature, exactions, and conditions of
things to bring about such arrangements as these?
We can but drop a supgestion of our own on this
subject without attempting to follow it into details.
\Why can we not best find rehef in rigidly keeping
to one of the fundamentals of our institutions—the
entire scparation of the affairs of church and state ?
Our public school teachers might be sclected by
the committees with no reference whatever to
their religious denominations, but with a strict
regard to their qualities and abilities, character,
example, influence, and instructions, to advance
the moral training of their pupils, and then throw
the whole responsibility of their religious education
upon their parents and ministers. The state and
municipal governments cannot in any way recog-
nize religious denominations, nor provide for any
classification of schoel apartments, teachers or
pupils by scctarian instructions, The embarrass-
ments, disputes, controversies, and annoying
responsibilities that would be involved in any such
attempted scheme woald be endless, anl would be
sure to gesult in strifeand disaster. It is a scandal
and gricvance to many persons—an evidence of
something very wrong under our present enlight-
cnment—that our houses of worship should be
known by so many sectariannames, But it wounld
be deplorable if'the tablets on our school houses
bearing the names of our civic worthies should be
removed in order that sectarian designations might
be substituted.  The state must resolutely cling to
its original, traditional, and noble fundamental of
providing for the clementary cducation of al! its
clildren. It cannot assume the office of training
them in denominational religion,”

AT last we bave a declaration from the cight
clergymen who fathered the Scripture Readings
issued by the Education Department. In it they
say *“ That the volume of sclections was intended
to be thoroughly representative of every portion of
the Scriptures, whether of 3 moral or doctrinal
character, and it is believed that a slight examina.
tion of the book will make this clear.” Now,

were niot these gentlemen tampering with the non-
sectarian character of vur school system in secom-
wending, atd ihe Fducstion Department going
beyond its duty in accepting, anything of a doc-
trinal character at all?  If the Bible is to be used
in ourschools it is as a guide to right conduct, not
for the purpose of institling doctrinal opinions,
whether of the four denominations to which the
signers of the memorandum belong or any other.
But a **slight examination " of the book shows u

that at Lest it is but a thing of *shreds and
patches.” Take, for instance, the lesson on page
22, that professes to give an account of Pharaoh's
dreams. Tt begins thus: ¢ And it came to pass
at the end of two full years that Pharaoh decamed,
and in the morning that (?) his spitit wastroubled.”
The ¢ orderly sequence® claimed for these les

sons docs not appear here, when it epresents
Pharaoh drcaming that his spirit was troubled.
‘The truth is that the jumble has arisen from a
clumsy attempt to join together parts of the first
and cighth verses of the forty-first chapter of
Gencsis, from which the lesson is taken. \What
*¢ orderly sequence’’ is there in making the thir-
ticth Psalm succeed the fifty-first, or the sixty-fifth
follow the hundred and third, The most impor-
tant lessons for use in our schools are to be found
in the Proverbs, and in those taken from this book
we find the strangest liberties taken with the
text.  One of the most instructive chapters is the
twenty-sccond, yet it is mutilated by the omission
of the fourtcenth and seventeenth to the twenty-
first verses, which are quite as pregnant with
instruction as some of those introduced. Why
should the following words be omitted from the
lesson on page 162, which is taken from the
twenty-fifth chapter of Proverbs, ¢ By long for-
bearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft answer
breaketh the bone,  Iiast thou found honey ? eat
so much as is suflicient for thee, lest thou he filled
therewith, and vomit it 2 Wasit because the
compiler had not the same expericnce as Solomon
that he omitted from this lesson the following
verse ; yet it contains a wholesome truth that the
girls of our schools should be made acquainted
with: ** It is better to dwell in the corner ofa
housciop, than with a brawling woman and in a
wide house”? What poctic taste can he have to
omit the following beawtiful words from the next
lesson, which is taken from the sixtieth chaptes of
Isaiah: ** Whoare thosethat fly as a cloud, and as
the doves to their windows "2 Onc would think
that of all the pasts of the Bible the Sermon on the
Mount would escape untouched, yet the compiler
thought he could mend even this by omiiting a
number of verses.  \We have heregiven the results
of a slight examination of the *¢ Scripturc Read-
ings”; what a minutc cxamination would lead to
is left for the reader to infer.  The cight clergy-
men say ‘‘That is was the strongly expressed
views of the conference that such volume of Selec-
tions should be in the hands ¢f the childien as well
as of the teacher.” Had the conference viewed
the mairer in a practical aspect, it would have
known that parents would not go to the expence
of providing such a text-book for their children
when they had the Bible at hand, and that the
Education Department would not tisk its popular-
ity by prescribing it for use, nor goirg to the
expense of supplying it ftee to scholars as it has
done to teachess.~** Censory” in 2he Week,
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Notes and Comments.
AT a recent meeting of the Senate of the
University of Toronto, a communication was
received lrom the Educational Department
cnquiring whether second.class certificates
received prior to 1886 would be accepted pro
{anto for matriculation. The Senate decided
that the back second-class certificates were
to be received pro fanto for matriculation.

LAsT year the British Association for the
Advancement of Science met in Canada,and
this year it meets in Birmingham, Eng., under
the presidency of a Canadian, Sir William
Dawson, LL.DF.R.S., of McGill Cniversity.
The date of the meeting is fixed at Sep-
tember 1st.  This will be the fourth meeting
in this city, the previous meetings have been
in the years 1838, 1849, and 1865 respectively.

THE Engineering Society in connexion
with the School of Practical Science,
Toronto, discusses decidedly practical sub-
jects at its meetings. ** Limes, mortars and
cements,” and “what will prevent block
pavements being upheaved by the frow
were amongst the last topics which engaged
their attention. This, we think,is no small
argument against the idea, so prevalent
smong some classes, that colleges generally
to little more than teach uselese theory.
Publicity should be given to such facts,

PRIMARY teachers of the public schools of
Florence, Mass., give the foliowing testimony
regarding the graduates from the kinder.
garten : *¢ The children show greater reason-
ing power;” “they are better able to occupy
themselves, are wmore independent in their
work ;" “they follow dictation more casily ;™
*they are more obedient ;” “*they try to find
out things for themselves, and ask questions
touching any new subject, while other child-
ren are willing to take things for granted,
because the teacher says so."

DESPITE the want of that much-talked-of
destderatum, international copyright, the
EvpucatioNar Weekry does not believein the
permissibility of literary or journalistic theft.
We, thercfore, hasten to correct a sin of
commmission which occurred in our issue of
the 4th inst. The article entitled “ Knowing
too Much,” should have been credited to the
New York School Fournal, published by E,
T. Kellogg & Co. The EpucarioNar WxEKLY
has so often been honored by being quoted
in the columns of its educational and other
exchanges, that the oversight is all the more
%0 be regetted.

Tae following vigorous sentences of Pro-
fessor 8. S. Parr in Indiana School Fournal,
need ao endorsement :—* There is a gimlet
and corkscrew conception of school educa-
tion abroad that would make its fundamental
purpcse the production of hunian automata
that, upon having their numerous strings
pulled by an oversecr, a boss-workman, or a
director of some kind, would file, turn, rasp,
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polish and finish mechanical products of
various kinds. * ¥ * None of this is
education ; it is the system of apprenticeship
applied to school education, No such con-
ception can lie at the bottom of state school-
education. These automata are far more
likely to be bad citizens than good anes.”

ON Tuesday of last week Mr. Balfour
moved for a Return to the Housc of the
names and salaries of the officers of the
University of Toronto, at the date of the
order ; also the names and salaries of the
professors, lecturers, tutors, fellows, and
officers of University College at the same
date—specifying in cach case the subject
taught or the office held, and giving the
amount of the remuneration for cach, when
more duties than one are discharged by the
same person ; &lso for a return showing the
total number of students in University Col-
lege at the date of the order ; the number of
female students at the same date; and also
the number of students attending lectures in
each of the following subjects :— Greek,
Latin, Mathematics, Physics, History, Eth-
nology, English, French, German, Italian,
Spanish, Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, Logic,
Mental and Moral Science, Biology, Chem-
istry, Mineralogy, and Geology.

FOR some time Principal Tulloch, of St.
Andrew’s University had been in feebie
health, He recently obtained a brief respite
from his duties, but rest brought no relief.
His death was announced a short time ago.
Dr. Tulloch was a diligent student. After
completing his course at St. Andrew’s, he
went to Germany, where he extended his
philosophical researches. He displayed great
literary activity, being a frequent contributor
to reviews and magazines. In 18535, with
over 20c others, he competed for the Burnette
prize, awarded every forty years for the best
tssay on the Being and Attributes of God.
The first prize was gained by Dr. Robert A.
Thompson, and the second by Dr. Tulloch
for his essay, which was published under the
title of * Theism.” Other of Dr. Tulloch's
best appreciated works are: “ Leaders of
the Reformation,” * English Puritanism and
its Leaders,” ‘“The Positive Philosophy,”
“ Religion and Theology,” etc.

THue report of the Commissioner of Edu-
cation for 1883 and 1884, which has just
been printed, gives the following interesting
statistics relative to the schools of the North-
western States: *Illinois, 1,069,000 chil-
dren of school age, and 728,68t enrolled in
the public and 75,821 in the private schools,
the amount spent for education in the state
being 39,168,186 ; Michigan, 557,000 children
of school age, 400,000. being enrolled in the
public and 27,230 in the private schools, the
expenditure being $4,636,000; \Visconsin,
528,730 children of school age, 317,000 entol-
led in the public and 135,615 in the private
schopols ; Mipnesola, 359,366 children of

school age, 223,209 enrolled in the public
schooln, the expenditure being $2,289,711;
lowa, 621,000 children of school age, 469,500
enrolled, the expenditure being $3,856,000;
Nebraska, 209,436 children of school age,and
137,618 enrolled.” The report shows gratify-
ing progress generally, ‘The average salary
of teachers has been increased somewhat,

Arrw days agoaninfluential and important
deputation waited upon Mr. Mowat to urge
upon his attention the claims of the projected
Industrial School for Governmantal assist.
ance. Vice-Chancellor Proudfoot put the mat-.
terin avery proper light when he pointed out
that theassistancegivenbytheGovernmentto
this institution would well repay them by the
decrease that would follow in the number of
those who live upon the country as criminals
in our gaols and penitentiaries. It is chiefly
upon this ground that the Industrial School
can claim the support of the Government,
and not because it is a purely benevolent
institution, such as the lunatic asylum, for
example, as Mr. Mowat by his reply seemed
to regard it. \We have enough of confidence
in Mr. Mowat’s statesmanlike views to
belicve that when he comes to consider the
matter with his colleagues he will see that
any money given to further the effurts of the
Industrial School Association in reclaiming
boys from a vicious course of life, and mak-
ing thiem useful and wealth-producing mem-
bers of socicty, can be as well, or perhaps
better, defended as an item of Government
expenditure than that set apart for the sup-
port of & deaf and dumb institution, or an
asylum for the blind. —7%e HWeek.

THE Hon. Warren Easton, Louisiana State
Superintendent of Education, writesan earn-
est appeal to the senatars and membazrs of
Congress of Louisiana in behalf of the Blair
Educational Bill. ** Much as your state has
done for popular education, and hopes to
continue to do,” he says, * she can accom-
plish but little in this great ocean of illiteracy
without a helping hand.” He then calls
atten:ion to the statistics of illiteracy of the
state, Of the total population, over 10 years
of age, he says 4y per cent. cannot read ;
native whites, aver 10 years of age, who can-
not write, 19 per cent. ; foreign bora whites,
over 10 years of age, who cannot write, to
per cent. ; white males, between 1oand 14,
who cannot write, 28 per cent.; females, 25
per cent.; white females, 21 and upwards,
who cannot write, 16 per cent.; males, 15
per cent. ; total colored, 10 years and up-
wards, who cannot write, 79 per cent. ;
colored females, 71 per cent. ; colored males,
21 and upwards, who cannot write, 8o per
cent. ; females, 82 percent.  After a careful
study of these figures he says: * Can you
stand idly by and hear your collesgues
refuse 10 lend a helping hand to your sec-
tion, and to the many others burdened,

alike withher,with a great mass of illiteracy?”
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Literature and Science.

A LESSON FROM THE POTTER.

‘Tue potter steod at hisdaily work,
Qne patient foot on the ground ;

The other with ncver-slackening speed
Turnirg his swift whee! round,

Silent we stood beside him there,
Watching the restless knee,

Till my friend said low in pitying voice,
¢ How tired his foot must be!”

The potter never paused in his work,
Shaping the wondrous thing ;

"Twas only a common flower-pot,
Bul pecfect in fshioning,

Slowly he raised his patient eyes,
\Vith homely truth transpired :
“No, ma'm; it is'nt the foot that works,
‘The one that stands gets tired !
[We have not been able to discover the name of

the author of this, and the exchange from which it
was clipped has escaped our memory. ]

STUDIES IN AMERICAN
ETHNOLOGY.

Few issues of the Government Printing
Office have more general interest than those
of the Bureau of Ethnology. The latest
volume—which, though relating to the work
of a time four ycars past, has but just
appeared—does not yield in the value of its
contents to those of any previous report.
Its six hundred quarto pages of closely
printed matter comprisc several treatises,
any one of which, if published separately,
would have gained distinction for its author
in the world of science. The chief contribu-
tors—Prof. Cyrus Thomas, Mr. W. H. Dall,
the Rev. J. Owen Dorsey, Dr. Washington
Matthews, and Mr. W. H. Holmes—will all
be recognized as among our foremost
scholars in various departments of archp-
ology and ethnology. Their papers in the
present volume will add much to the reputa-
tion for good work and careful rescarch
which the Bureau has already acquired, both
at home and abroad. After briefly sketching
the duties undertaken by the different mem-
bers of the Bureau during the year, Major
Powell sets forth at some length his views
on the origin of tribal society and the clan,
which he explrins as based entirely on kin-
ship. His explanations, so far as they apply
to the majority of the nomadic tribes of North
America, must be deemed authoritative and
valuable. In a paper on ¢ activital similari-
ties,” he gives some exccllent suggestions
for observing and comparing the customs,
arts, and institations of different communi-
ties, and for deciding the often doubtful
question whether their resemblunces show a
common origin or arc due merely to similar
causes., The * principles of interpretation "
which he lays down with great clearness
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form an admirable ypuide for the student of
ethnology in determining such questions;
and it may be added that these principles
have been kept in view, with good effect
throughout the present volume.

‘They appear to striking advantage in Prof.
Thomas's * Notes on certain Maya and
Mexican Manuscripts.” Mr. Thomas points
out some notable similarities between the
Mexican and Maya calendars, which clearly
show that the one must necessarily have
been derived from the other.  This had been
already inferred ; but what is less expected
is the evidence which seems to prove that the
Mexican was the original, and the Maya the
copy. The author shows strong grounds for
concluding that the Maya civilization, thouyn
secemingly more fully developed than the
Mexican, was more recent, and was in great
part derived from the latter. This, however,
need not surprise us when we remember
how quickly, in ancient times, the Greeks
surpassed their teachers, the Egyptians and
Pheonicians, and how, in later days, the
Japanese, deriving all their culture from
their Chinese neighbors, have in many re-
spects passed beyond them. Mr. Thomas's
paper explains the characters by which the
Mayas denoted the four cardinal points, and
clears up, with elaborate research, other
doubtful points in the graphic system of that
vemarkable people. Mr. Dall's paper on
“Marks and Labrets” is a monograph of
great merit. It treats of certain peculiar
customs which prevail more especially in two
widely scparated regions—viz, along the
west coast of America, and among the
Melanesians, or black tribes, of Papua and
the adjacent islands. On first thought, the
natural supposition would be that these
customs had grown up independently in the
two regions from similar causes; but Mr,
Dall brings strong arguments in support of
his suggestion that there may have been
somne early communication, either directly
from Melanesia to the American coast, or
mediately through the Polynesian islands.
His study of this subject is highly interesting
and suggestive, and is jllustrated by many
curious pictures.

The treatise on “ Omaha Sociology,” by
Mr. Dorsey, is probably the most complete
and exhaustive account of a North American
tribe that has ever been published. Except,
the language, which is to be treated in
another volume, and the mythology and
religion, which are probably also reserved for
separate discussion, no important element
in the history and organization of the tribe
has been omitted. We have its origin and
migrations (illustrated by a map), its classes
and clans, its kinship system and marriage
laws, the condition ard treatment of women
and children, the domestic hatits, food,
amusements, industrial occupations, hunting
and war customs, government and laws, set
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forth with remarkable fulness, and with evi-
dently the most scrupulous exactness. The
work is a thesaurus, from which ethnologists
will be able to draw materials of the highest
value.

Dr. Matthews, in a well-written and inter-
esting account of Navajo weaving, shows the
singular mastery of this art atained by a
native people whom many would style bar.
barians, though certainly with little justice.
‘Their spinning apparatus, looms, and dyes,
aud the clegant and well-wrought blankets,
shawls, sashes, and other products of their
ingenuity, are minutely described, and are
illustrated by some excellent engravings.
"This treatise forms an appropriate introduc-
tion to a valuable paper, by Mr. W, H.
Holmes, on * Prehistoric Textile Fabrics of
the United States.” A knowledge of these
fabrics, as made and used by the Mound-
builders and other early inhabitants of our
country, has been recovered by Mr, Holmes
in a most ingenious manner, from the orna-
mentation of their pottery. The patterns
impressed from these fabrics on their earth-
enware come out, when recast in clay from
the surface of the pottery, with wonderful
distinctness. This interesting paper affords
decisive evidence of the progress which the
former possessors of the Ohio Valley had
made in the industrial arts. If the wandering
Algonkins and Iroquois of later times were
really, as some suppose, the descendants of
the Moundbuilders, they had evidently sunk
as far below their artistic and town-building
ancestors as the Italians and Gauls of the
dark ages were beneath the Romans of the
First Century.

Fresh evidence on this poiat, if required,
may be drawn from the useful illustrated
catalogues, prepared by Messrs. Holmes and
Stevenson, of the native implements and
works of art collected for the Bureau, Muny
of these, derived from ancient mounds and
burjal-places, eviiice no small endowment of
asthetic taste and talent in their makers,—
The Critic.

CaurioN the pupils against studying for
recitation. Few class-room evils are more
seductive than the habit of so conducting a
recitation that the thought uppermost in the
child’s mind is that he learns to recite, or to
get & good per cent. on an examinalion
paper. All teaching fails, in large part, that
does not secure an abiding conviction that
study is for mental discipline—is for the exer-
cise of the mind, that it may do better work
for the next time ; and that such discipline
is best attainable by honest work with the
mind, learning that which will benefit us
most by retention, and then, having grasped
its scope, retaining it as an individual and
associated fact ax long as possible.—Ameri-
can Teacler.
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CANADIAN NATIONAL HOMO-
GENEITY.

A WRITER in the March number of Zdu-
calion, published in Boston, in a suggestive
article on  The School House in Ametican
Development,” says a few words which
might fittingly be addressed tous in Canada.
It touches on two subjects oi practical value
to educationists : first, that in our systems of
education we are, as a rule, overdoing the
question of methods—magnifying overmuch
the technicalities of teaching, the perfecticn
of details, and making the sch ool idea one o
standard for promotion, throwing overboard
the Junahs who hinder the class from making
the port of promotion. The second is, that
we fail to emphasize the school in developing
patriotic national sentiment and high moral
aspirations in youth.

As to the first matter, there is certainly a
tendency in the direction indicated which
should not be unduely fostered. It is, how-
ever, with the latter subject that I desire to
deal, It is a pertinent and practical one,
Like our neighbours across the lines (to
whom the writer addresses himsetf), our pop-
ulation is made up of mixed nationalities.
The relays of these nationalities come to us
from Europe faster, and in greater numbers,
than we can absorb and Canadianize them.
This is notably so since the *orth-West has
been opened up for settlement. Even in the
older Province of Ontario there are groups
here and there from the old world, or of old
world origin, which are not yet absorbed,
and the speech and manners made “ racy of
the soil.” ‘Then, again, there is a large and
growing race from old France, which not
only show no signs of absorption iuto Anglo-
Saxon Canadian nationality, but, on the
other hand, assert their own wherever ‘they
exist,

The practical question then arises how
shall we meet this difficulty and seek in the
most cffective way gradually and surely to
absorb these diverse elements, so as to Can-
adianize the whole. Without question the
school is the place in which the work must
be done, and there it can be done most
securely and pleasantly.

What is true of the power of the ballad-
maker on national sentiment is equally true
of the teacher as the moulder of the
young life, the impressionable youth com-
mitted to his care and instruction. In this
connection the writer in Education refers in
2 spirit of counsel to the example of Ger-
many. He says that the United States is
much in the same condition as was Germany
a few years since. She discovered that the
national sentiment was declining because her
world renowned scholars had trimmed their
educational system so fine, had polished

their pedagogical methods so artistically,
had made everything so delicately classic,
that robust patriotism was a lost art, and
reference to it considered ag a weakness.

In this national emergency some of their
statesinen planned a scheme in which one
year of carly school lifc was devoted to read-
ing specially prepared German classics, in
which were enshrined national traditions in
simple but meladious German. A wiser,
more far-reaching educational venture was
never made.

The Americans across the lines have been
taking a leaf out of this German book.
Within the last fow years they have intro-
duced into the schools hiere and there, as past
of the exercises, Author’s Day, Founder's
Day, Hero's Day, etc. Decoration Day and
Arbor Day also do their part. ‘The whole
object is to call out, develop and cherish the
feelings of patriotism and loyalty. 'The sub-
ject of school-raor decoration is made to
contribute largely to this end. Pictures,
busts, national and patriotic emblems are
intermingled with flowers and ornaments, so
as to impress decply upon the youthful
mind the deep and pregnant lessons of the
national history which they so powerfully,
yet ideally convey.

J. GEORGE HODUINS.

THE MISSION OF LANGUAGE.
(Continucd frem page 166.)

Burt speech is even more than history,
accepting that word in its literal sense,

To what do we owe the propagation of our
creeds, be they'what they may ? To speech.

To what do we owe the perpetuation of
our literature,—of all literature ? To speech.

To what do we owe the privilege of a larger
insight into the difficulties and responsibili-
ties, the perplexities and contradictions of
life, and the best way of meeting responsi-
bility and battling difficulty, whether by
philosophy, political economy, or religion ?
To specch.

To what do we owe the first accents of
unvarying love, when we hang, feeble, help-
less, wailing atoms of mortality, at our
mothers’ breasts ?  To speech.

To what do we owe the last parting words
of counsel, of tenderness, of devotion, of un-
stinted faith and undying hope ? To speech.

Verily, day unto day uttereth speech, and
night unto night showeth knowledge. Even
the cursings, the backslidings, the blasphe-
mies of universal humanity, have been writ-
ten up by the road-side of the world’s pro-
gress in verbal milestones for our edification,
warning us from the sloughs of despond,—
the quagmires of desolation.

So that its mission is manifold ; manifold,
and yet always tending to the same end.
Truly a vocal lens, through which are filter-
ing many colors; but ail focussed by its

means into a single ray, the white light of
an ever perfecting knowledge. Yet in speech,
too, is excmplified the law of transition ; for
there seemsy 1o be nothing stable in nature—
not the solid carth, nor the waters of ocean,
nor the atimospherical envelope, nor the cir-
cling nlanets, nor the wheeling suns, nor
atomic space, nNor nations, nor dynasties, nor
crecds, nor philesophies, nor intellects, nor
languages.
¢ Eternal process moving on,”

As the nations, so have been their tongues,
with this diffcrence, however, that the na-
tioas in many instances have utterly perished,
leaving no trace.

* Assyria, Grecce, Rome, Carthage, what
are they >’ But in some instances at least
much of their language remaius as noble, as
eloquent, as beautiful as before. Troy has
been buricd and built upon again and again,
while the conqueror has shared the fate of
the conquered. But the Iliad still lives, an
ever-enduring monument to the prowess of
the intellect—the indisputable proof of the
superiority of mind over matter. Where
are our shepherd ancestors who travelled
dowa the mountain slopes of the Hindoo
Koosh to the fertile plains of the Indus, in
the ages that are now so far behind us thet
even their memory scems buried in the mists
of antiquity ? Gone—Dbut the germs of the
speech they spoke have bourgeoned and
blossomed into a hundred tongues, the
deathlese legacy of the Aryan hosts.

But, with regard to the manifold missivn
of speech ;—~for to me it has ever seemed
manifold, manifold yet one—a very trinity
in unity—a threefold function in a single
life—

It has a mission of endurance.

It has a mission of power.

It bas a mission of faith.

First, of endurancs. For though times and
peoples, manners and customs, fluctuate and
pass away ; though linguage itself changes
in form, yet it is never lost, nor does it change
in spirit. Nay, rather does it grow, expand,
and strengthen with the course of years.
Whatever languages or dialects may be lost,
the faculty to perpetuate the type scems un-
impaired, be it inflected, agglutinate, or iso-
lated. Destroy Rome; she never rises.
Obliterate Greece, and the result is eternat
ruin ; her finest monuments are mutilated,
and her art, fragments. But speech is everthe
same, the verbal embodiment of contewm-
porary thought, of past knowledge, of future
theory. Though the pronunciation itself
perish, the real, living, unnalterable ideas are
there fossilized, never to change, eternal in
office. ‘Thus, though language may change
its mcthod, it never changes its function. It
is the indestructible conservor of thought
and event.

Then agzin, language has a mission of
power, as the ambassador of thought, the
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plenipotentiary of the intellect. \Whathaver
been the great forces at work to make or
mar this world's progress 2 Two, at least,
I deem, may be named, as unquestionably
omnipotent ! Philosophy and creed. Mark,
not religion, but creed. These are the ab-
stract politics of universal humanity, ever
ranged on opposite sides, in constant antag-
onism, and continually changing places, now
the one, now the other, occupying the place
of honor, the metaphysical premier of ab-
sttact humanity ; and, therefore, as the ub:
stract cannot exist here below separated
from the cencrete,—of concrete humanity
likewize. From thz mists of the dim past
we hear a mighty voice echoing down the
steep of Sinai, **I am the Lord thy God,
thou shalt have none other Gods but me.”
Here is the dogma of a unified theocracy
embodied in & sentence. But it does not
suffice. Men's minds are at work, and a few
centuries afterwards we hear another voice
deciaring that the descendaats of this same
people to whom the theocratic dogma had
been personally vouchsafed, had made the
word of God of none eflfect by their tra-
ditions. Evidently philosophical speculation
had been at work, unmaking, levelling, re-
moulding, rejecting. But as it was with the
Jews so it was with the Greeks. Their creed,
a sufficiently beautift and idealistic panthe-
ism, though somewhat sensual withal, did
not suffice for their waats. Once more phi-
losophy interfered. Iconoclastic, she tears
down the divinities from their pedestals and
scatters the ashes of their sacrifices to the
four winds of heaven. So with Rome. So
with other countries. It has ever been a
hand to hand conflict Letween a received
and temporarily fixed creed, and a consiantly
fluctuatiug and broadening philosophy, which
itself owes a temporary supremacy to scien-
tific or metaphysical research and adapta-
tion. Has not thisbeen? Is it not the his-
tory of our own times ? Consider the history
of the Roman Church, the Tractarian move-
ment, the march of Agnosticism, the multi-
plication of sects, the spread of socialism,
the disestablishment craze, the trend of Con-
tinental and of present English thought,
and the successive movements, religious or
semi-religious, philosophical or semi-philoso-
phical, which have swept aver Europe dur-
ing the late centuries, somectimes singly,
sometimes not, but always destructive and
reconstructive,—therefore a power and a
potent power, and made so throngh the in-
strumentality of language, whether in the
form of Bull, or Iaw, or dogma, or treatise,
or petition, or treaty, or charter, still a power,
whether hurling anathemas at crowned
heads and mighty empires ; or, under the
guise of arbitration reconciling political dif-
ferences, and settling international disputes,
still a power, Whether as representative of
an omnipotent Church, preaching crusades

against the infidel, and extorting confessions.
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in the inquisitorial chamber; or, as Jesuit
propagandists, suffering excruciating tor.
tures at the hands of inimical and exasper-
ated barbarians—still a power. \Whether as
Wesleyan revolution, rending the robe of
office from the priest, and ousting the rubric
from the Church j or, as Puseyism, resus.
citating ritual, and reconstructing all that
nonconformity had undone-—still a power.
Whether, as materialism, taking matter for
the eternal verity, and ignoring the offices of
inspiration and faturity ; or, as Berkleyism,
conceiving of nothing but idealism, and
relegating matter itself to the realm of pure
abstraction—still a power. Whether as He-
gelian philusophy, Swedenborgian mystery,
Spiritualism, Transcendentalism, or Kant.
ism, Spinoza-Pantheism, Rationalism, Posi-
tivism, or Agnosticism—still, I repeat, a
power ; capturing men's minds, and ever at
work undoing and re-doing the work of
ages.

And lastly—Language has a mission of
faith, For, through its historical functions
we believe the past; through its literary
functions we have trust in the present;
through its didactic functions we have an
all-abiding hope for the future. And Hope
being akin to Faith, its twin sister, we have,
therefore, future faith, It is by faith only,
indced, that language can hold an office at
all. We hear our friend and we believe his
words. He expounds his views and we
accept them as his, though we may not as
onrs. He demonstrates his formula and
they berome in a senseourown. Did Alfred
live and work and reform? I know not of
myself. But language tells me he did, there-
fore 1 believe, with, of course, certain
reservation, as is natural, considering the
fallibility of all things temporal. Is our
national literary mind the many-sided pro-
digy it i3 represented to be? I have but
onc means of ascertaining. [ seek its
archives and there, for myself, I find its
fame. The blossoming in Chaucer and
Bacon was brilliantly potential, The fruitage
in Tennyson and Ruakin is splendidly com-
plete.  Well has it fulfilled ¢ the promise of
its spring.” Is this life worth living? Do
we indeed come in from the dark, shivering,
loiter a little through the warmth of life, and,
shivering again, pass out int> the dark for
evermore—~I cannot tell.
countless tomes that have accumulated
through the ages, and breathed by countless
lips at the altars of peace, is still the great
lesson of faith. What if we die? Let us
learn a lesson of faith from the language of
the old King-prophet : * Yea though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil ; for Thou art with me, Thy
rod and Thy stall they comfort me.,” Let
us learn a *2sson of faith from the language
of Bacon: * It is as natural to dic as to be
born, and to a little infant, perhaps, the one
is as painful as the other. He that dies in

But written in
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an earnest pursuit, is like one that is
wounded in hot blood ; who, fo. the time,
scarce feels the hurt ; and thercfore a mind
fixed and bent upon somewhat that is good,
doth avert the dolors of death; but, above
all, believe it, the sweetest canticle is ¢ nunc
dimittis,’ wken a man hath obtained worthy
ends and expectations. Death hath this
also, that it openeth the gate to good fame,
and extinguisheth envy; ° Extinctus ama-
bitur idem.’” Is thie phrascology teo anti-
quated, too old-fashioned and out of use?
then turn we to the moderns, to ‘Tennyson,
But it is the same refrain in a slightly dif-
fcrent key, and still in matcinless language,
and still the great lesson of Faith:
‘“Oh! yet we trust that somehow good
Will be the final goal of ill,

To pangs of nature, sins of will,
Defects of doubt, and taints of blood ;

That nothing walks with aimless feet,
That not one life shall be destroyed,
Or cast as rbtish to the void,

When God hath lzmde l.he pil.c complete

¢ [ wage not any feud with Death,
For changes wrought in form and face ;
No lower life that Eanth’s embrace
May breed with him can fright my faith,

“ Eternal process moving on,
From stale to state the spirit walks ;
And these are but the shatter'd stalks,
Or ruin'd chrysalis of one.”

As all the glory of the legacy of speech is
contained in hooks, then books are the heir-
looms of universal knowledge, bequeathed
by the dead past to the ever living present,
Grand capital of accumulated wisdom ever
gathering interest as the decades roll away,
and ever descending, & larger inheritauce, to
succeeding generations in Time! What a
priceless heritage is this! Wealth and 2
friend in one. Wealth that surpasses rubies.
Friendship that never falters, that never
wearics, that never perishes. e may falter
and weary and perish: but fhey—never!
Ranged on the shelves of the book-lover,
they stand, the sentinels of exact knowledge,
challenging doubt, warning off the rabble
hordes, camp-followers of sloth, and beating
back from the yet breathing and struggling
intellect the carrion birds of ignorance,
bigotry and esnui. Richard De Burg, writ-
ing in 1344, has well said : * The library,
therefore, of wisdom is more precious than
all riches ; and nothing that can be wished
for is worthy to be compared with it. Who-
soever acknowledges himself to be a zealous
follower of truth, of happiness, of wisdem, of
science, or even of the faith, must of neces-
sity make himself a Lover of Books."”

And again, Jeremy Collier speaking of
books, says: ** Books are a guide in youth,
aud an entertainment for age. They support
us under solitude, and keep us from being
a burden to ourselves. They help us 10 for-
get the crossness of men and things, ccmpose
our cares and our passions, and lay our
disappointments asleep. When we sre
weary of the living, we may repair to the




Manew 25, 18586.)

dead, who have nothing of peevishness,
pride, or design in their conversation.”

Jean Paul Richter was alwnys sad when
in a large library ; for then he could realize
how little he knew compared with what was
to be known.

Sad we all well may be. But with me,
sadness is ever mingled with another feeling,
that of reverence and awe, These are not
dead tomes. So many sheets of paper,
so many square inches of cloth or sheepskin®
binding, 80 much gold lettering—these are
merely the outward and visible signa of an
inward potentiality. These are indeed dead
externals, mere chrysalids of thought, Let
but the volume be opened and the inner life,
the living soul, expands; nay more, bears
outward and upward, on iridescent wings,
eternal messages of truth, penned by hands
long dead, but prompted by the immortal
spirit of genius, that knows not death nor
aees corruption. Enduring, powerful, faith-
ful! counsellor, heiper, friend! the con.
server of thought, speech, and the tutor of
‘Time, a gocd book is indeed a lamp to the
feet of him who would walk by it, supplied
with the never-failing oil of wisdom, and lit
at the Sunlight of Reason itself.

A. H. MORRISON.
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AGASSIZ AS A TEACHER.

Besipes his classes at the gymnasium,
Agassiz collected about him, by invitation, a
small audience of friends and neighbors, to
whom he lectured during the winter on
botany, on zoalogy, on the philosophy of
nature. The instruction was of the most
familiar and informal character, and was
continued in later years for his own children
and-the children of his friends. In the latter
case the subjects were chiefly geology and
geography in connection with botany, and in
favorable weather the lessons were usually
given in the open air. One can casily
imagine what joy it must have been fo a
patty of little playmates, boys and girls, to
be taken out for long walks in the country
over the hills about Neuchatel, and especi-
ally to Chaumont, the mountain which rises
behind it, and thus to have their lessons, for
which the facts and scenes about them fur-
nished subject and illustration, combined
with pleasant rambles.

From some high ground affording a wide
panoramic view, Agassiz would explain to
them the formation of lakes, islands, rivers,
springs, water-sheds, hills and valleys. He
alway sinsisted that physical geography could
be better taught to children in the vicinity of
their own homes than by books or maps, or
even globes. Nor did he think a varied
landscape essential to such instruction. Un-
dulations of the ground; some contrast of
hill and plain, some sheet of water with the
streams that feed it, some ridge of rocky
soil acting as & water-shed, may be found

everywhere, and the relation cf facts shown
perhaps as well on a small as on afarge scale.

\When it was impasstble to give the lessons
out of doors, the children were gathered
around a large table, where each one had
before him or her the specimens of the day,
sometimes stones and fossils, sometimes
flower, fruits, or dried plants. To each child
in succession was explained scparately what
had first been told to all collectively. When
the talk was of tropical or distant countries,
pains were taken to procure characteristic
specimens, and the children were introduced
to dates, bananas, cocoanuts, and other
fruits, not easily to be obtained in those days
in & small inland town. They, of course,
concluded the lesson by eating the speci.
mens, & practical illustrat’\n which they
greatly enjoyed. :

A very large wooden globe, on the surface
of which the various features of the earth as
they came up for discussion could be shown,
served to make them more clear and vivid.
The childr~ took their own share in the in-
struction, and were themselves made to point
out ang describe that which had just been
explained to them. They took home their
collections, and as a preparation for the next
lzsson were often called upon to classify and
describe some unusual specimen by their own
unaided efiorts. There was no tedium in the
class, Agassiz's lively, clear, and attractive
method of teaching awakened their own
powers . ¢ observation in his little pupils, and
to some at least opened permanent sources
of enjoyment.

His influenc@ over pupils and his faculty
of inspiring them with a love for their work
were not less marked in the United States,
and are still the theme of many an affection-
ate published reminiscence. After hissecond
marriage (his first wife died in Europe)
Agassiz lived much more comfortably, and
his last years werc never disturbed by pecu-
niary troubles. Harvard built a house for
him, to which e became much attached.

For his work also the house was extremely
convenient, His habits in this respect were,
however, singularly independent of place and
circumstance. Unlike most studious men,
he had no fixed spot in the house for wriling.
Although the library, with the usual outfit of
well-filled shelves, maps, large tables, etc.,
held his materials, he brought what he
needed for the evening by preference to the
drawing-room, and there with his paper on
bis knee, and his books for reference on a
chair beside him, he wrote and read as busily
as if he were quite alone, Sometimes when
dancing and music were going on among the
young people of the family and their guests,
he drew a little table into the corner of the
room, and continued his occupations as un-
disturbed and engrossed as if he had been
in complete solitude—only looking up from
time (0 time with, a pleased smile or an apt
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remnrk, which showed that he did not lose
bat rather enjoved what was going on about
him, .

His children’s (ricnds were his friends.
As his daughters grew up, he had the habit
of inviting their more intimate companions
to his library for an afternoon weekly, On
these occasions thete was always some sub-
ject connccted with the study of nature
under discussion, but the talk was so casy
and so fully illustrated, that it did not seem
like a lesson.—NVew York Tribune.

A REMEDY FOP UNTIDINESS,

Tie following question and answer are
from the Asmerican Teacker :—

“What can I do to keep my school-room
tidy when it is occupied by sixty restless
boys and girls, who leave a trail of mud to
mark their entrance every morning, and of
waste-paper to mark their exit every night 2’

- V. 7. C.E R,

This is, indecd, an important question, for
you have in training many future house-
keepers of Loth sexes, and their weal or woe
depends, vastly more than people think, on
the personal habits formed in childhood.
Provide a door-mat, and insist upon all
wiping their feet on entering the school-room.
Induce all the children to furnish themselves
with small bags, closed at the top by a string.
Have these tied on to the frame of the desk,
and insist that they receive all waste mate-
rial. Pass the waste-basket two or three
times a week, and have the bags emptied.
Get a brush and dust-pan ; and i{ any pupil
fails to keep the floor about his desk per-
fectly clean, make him * brush up " before
he leaves the school-room. Never dismiss
your school until every desk is in order and
the floor free from litter of any kind. Make
your own desk and your general care of the
school-room an example. Above ail, culti-
vate in your school a sentiment in favor of
personal neatness—a sentiment which can-
not fail to disgrace slovenly pupils.

- e d@Peve- - - - =

“ WuaT plan should be adopted in winter
for the recesses of youny children?*

A PrinCIPAL, New Hampshire.

Unless the teacher is careful to see that
every child is properly * wrapped up” on
leaving the building, and properly unwrapped
on entering it, there is great danger to young
children from exposure to the cold. This
duty, if properly performed at the beginning
and end of cach scssion and recess, must
consume a great amount of time, especiaily
if the school be large. Such a fuss does not
pay. Give up the recess during cold weather,
and substitute marches or vigorous exercise,
taken with the windows wide open, and at
intervals of not more than half an hour.
Thus the airis kept pure, and the children
are not likely to fall into that half stvpor
which is, with many, a result of bad air and
lack of activity.—American Teacher.
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THE USE OF A DICTIONARY.

‘T'uk following pathetic appeal appeared
fn a recent issuc of the New York School
Fournal :—

“ Will some one kindly give a few hints
as to_how children may be taught to use
the dictionary 2 It is very discouraging
for them to wade through a long defini-
tion, only to find that they are no wiser
than they were before.  Would that some
fairy would bring us a dictionary in which
the definitions are expressed in simple
languge!! “u. C HY

“M. C. H.” complains of no trivial
matter.  Much might be said on the use
and abuse of dictionaries ; more, perhaps,
on the advantages and disadvantages of
dictionaries. A pronouncing dictionary
fulfils a certain aim ; so does an etymolo-
gical dictionary ; so,often (we will notsay
always) does a pocket dictionary, which is
supposed only to teach us how to spell
words of which we arc in doubt. The
dictionary * M. C. H.” has in his mind is,
we fear, a spectral one, almost an impos-
sible one. What dictionary could ever
convey an adequate idea of the meaning
of the word * subject ”* in contradistinction
10 “object,” or of * absolute” as opposed
to “ relative,” to say n«.thing of such words
as ¢ Neuplatonism,” or “quantics.” No
small acquaintance with Greek philoso-
phy would be required for the first of these
latter; and a very deep knowledge - of
mathematics for the second. T'rue, dic-
tionaries attempt to define such words. Of
Neoplatonism Webster says, * A pantheis-
tic eclectic schocl of philosophy, . . which
sough to reconcile the Platonic and Aris-
toteli: a systems with oriental theosophy.”
And quantics, the same authority asserts,
is “an [si/] homegencous algebraic func-
tion.” 1t would require very many “hints”
even to permit of grown men and women
becoming ¢ wiser than they were before”
after reading such explan-~tions. With
other words, however, with words which,
if not purely concrete, yet ave understood
when the concrete words from which they
spring are understood, the case is different,
‘I'ake, for instance, the word “glumous.”
‘This Webster dcfines as ¢ having a filiform
receptacle, with a common glume at the
base.” At first sight this appears as hard
as the definition of the system of Plotinus;
hut if we find the meanings of * filiform,”
‘“ receptacle,” ** base,” and *“‘glume” (of
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lhl. lasl an u\ustrauon is given, by lhc
way), a faitly clear idea of glumous may
be gained.

Accurately to know the meaning of a
word requires very much more than a
mere comprencnsion of a defin’tion of a
word. The definition tells us nothing of
the derivation of the word and nothing of
the history of the word; and are not these
ofien highly necessary to the proper under-
standing of the word? To show the im.
portance of etymology, take “catastrophe,”
for example. How loose is the significa.
tion attached to this word by those who
know nothing of the structure of the Greek
drama. And to show the importance of
the history of a word, take * quaint,” for
example. Neither definition nor deriva-
tion of “quaint” avails us if we know
nothing of the history of the word from
the seventeenth century down to the pre-
sznt day. Again, definition alone profits
little unless the definition of each word
used in that deiinition is exactly under-
stond. Before we can understand what
Herbert Spencer means by defining evo:
lution as “an integration of matter and
concomitant dissipation of motion, during
which the matter passes from an indefi-
.nite, incaherent homogeneity, to a definite,
coherent heterogeneity, and during which
the retained motion undergoes a parallel
transformatioa,” it would be necessary to
read intelligently the greater part of his
“Synthetic Philosophy.”

This is perfectly lucid, but it cannot
be called simple. Dictionaries do not aim
at simplicity ; they fulfil their aim if they
succeed in being lucid. Unfortunately
children require simplicity.

For ourselves we must confess that dic-
tionaries for the purpose of discovering
meanings we deem of little use. Bio-
graphical, classical, antiquarian, Biblical,
and such like dictionaries are valuable ; but
befure the exact meaning of a word is com-
prehensible, something, and very often a
great deal, we hold, must be known of the
class of words of which this forms one. Of
what use, for example, would Dunglison’s
magnificent dictionary be to a man‘who
knew nothing of anatomy, physiology ma-
teria medica, medicine, surgery, and ob-
stetrics 2 And what essential difference is
there between a medical and an ordinary
dictionary ?

But of course one is not always wanting
to know the mcanings of such words as
Neoplatonism, or quantics, of absolute, or

relative ; there are common words of every-
day usc on which v enced light for different
reasons : more, perhaps, because they are
used indifferent senses, as, forinstance, **cu-
rious,” * exorbitant,” *obtain,” * obnox-
ious,” “livery.” For such asthesean ordin-
ary dictionary will suifice; but—and this is
a point not to be lost sight of—only for a
mind educated up to a certain point. A
child, probably, would find 1t as ditficult to
understand * exorbitant ” as defined by
Webster, as one not versed in the science
of medicine would find it to understand
“athcroma” as defined by Dunglison, If
this is granted, then apparently the logical
conclusion is that, if we are seeking accu-
rate knowledge, a dictionary is useless, but
if we arc seeking for such light upon a word
as will cnable us to grasp the meaning ofan
author when using it,a dictionary is invalu-
able. The functiun ofadictionary seems to
beto give a vague, shadowy, incipient meaa-
ing to a word; and this uncertain meaning
we add to and make clearer and more de-
finite by the further light thrown upon it
by the context each time we ag.in meet
it. The history of learning the meaning
of a word with the aid of a dictionary is in
general this :—Knowing nothing, of its de-
rivation or nothing of the relation of deri-
vation to meaning, we consult the diction-
ary ; this gives us the spelling, pronuncia.
tion, derivation and definition; the last
we can but partially grasp, and can, there-
fore, only gain an imperfect idea of the
signification, not sufficient to warrant the
use of the word ourselves, but enough to
make any passage in which it occurs in-
telligible ; this is followed bysuccessive ad-
ditions to our knowledgeeach time the word
is met with. Thus: take */Esthetik ;* the
derivation aldfcvso8az gives no clue what-
ever to the meaning, and *‘the theory or
philosophy of taste; the science of the
beautiful,” gives but a dim idea of its true
signification—ennugh, however, to save us
from perplexity when next we come across
the word. Having thus obtained a peg,
as it were, upon which to hang further in-
formation, our only resource is now to pay
particular attention to the context when-
ever the word is again met with. And
not, perhaps, till we know something of the
great work of Hegel, and perhaps we may
also add, something of the movement of
which Mr.Wilde was the apostle or fanatic
(according to our.view of what be called
the “Renzissance ”) shall we have acquired
true and accurate information on the mean-
ing of the word ** /Esthetik.”
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We fear the wish that “some fairy would
bring us a dictionary in which the defini-
tions ar~ expressed in simple language 1"t
is ¢ {utile one. No amount of simplicity
can compensate for ignorance. I M. C.
H.” had prayed for lucidity the wish would
have been a more rational one.  But lexi-
cographers would probably answer that
lucidity and brevity are hostile compan.
ions, and if we would sacrifice the latter
for the former 2ur dictionaries would be-
come encyclopiedias and our encyclope-
dias libraries.

Nevertheless, “ M. C. H.s” prayer is
by no neans altogether an irrational one.
What he more particelarly refers to is the
uselessness of dictionaries to children.
Undoubtedly the average dictionary is
useless to children. It aims, as we hinted
above, at terseness, and loses simplicity ;
like Horace, brevis esse laborat, obscurus fit.
What is sadly needed is a Child’s Diction-
ary ; one which would explain in simplest
language ordinary words. It needs no
fairy to do this. Nathaniel Hawthorne
could have written an excellent one; so,
too, could, we think, ¢ Lewis Carrol,” and
m.ny others.  Perhaps in the near future
we shall find such a book in every school
as a supplement to Worcester or Webster.
Meanwhile all that can be done is for the
master to help the child to understand
whatever Worcester or Webster says of a
word whenever the child is told to “look
it up.”

OUR EXCHANGES.

TuE Chautanguan for April begins a series of
articles on ¢ Parliamentary Practice ¥ from the pen
of the Rev. T. B. Neely. These papers promise
to make the subject very interesting., They are
clearly written, Ion, Fraacis Wharton continues
his discussion of ** International Law,” in the
Chawtauguan for Aprit. These papers in them-
selvesare quite worththe price of themagazine, 1r.
Chatles J. Little, of Syracuse University, has writ-
ten an article on ¢ Robert Toombs, of Georgia,”
for the April issuc of the Chawtauguan. Thr
estimate of Dr. Little is, we belicve, just.  In sum-
wieg up Toombs' life he says: * Born a century
carlier he might have stood with Washington and
Franklin, with Henry and withh Adams; an in-
spiring and fmmortal presence in American history.
Born in England he might have shared power
with Disraeli and Gladstone and astonished
Europe with his cloquence and energy. In a
nation like Germany he might have been a Bis-
marck. Struggling with a tyranny like that ‘of
Austria, his carcer might have been glotious as
that of Cavour. But in the Georgia of the ninc-
teenth century he was the victim of the system to
which he sacrificed his power,” Mrs. Mgry A,
Livermore has long been known as a valiant advo-
cate of co-operative housekeeping, Hitherto she
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has enforced her theor from the lectuse platfonm,
In the Chantanyguan for April she carries it to the
litcrary ficld, Mrs, Livermore's belief is that
isolated housckeeping must e merged into co-
operative housckeeping in order that housewlives,
obliged by the increasing demands of the nine-
tecnth century life to be ** Jacks of all trades and
good at none,” may have time and steength to
prepare themselves for the higher social, Intellec.
tual, and benevolent demands made upon them,

BOOK NOTICES AND REVIEWS.

A BOOKSELLER in Toklio, Japan, says the Eren-
ing Post, desiring to sell his wares, thus advertised
them in the newspapers ¢ *¢ The advantages of our
establishment—1, prices cheap as a lottery; 2,
books clegant as & singing girl3 3, print clear as
crystal ; 4, paper tough as clephant’s hide; s,
custoraers treated as politely as by the sival steam-
ship companies ; 6, acticles as plentiful as in a

library ; 7, goods dispatched as ‘expeditiously ax |

a cannon ball ; 8, parcels done up with as much
care as that bestowed on her husband by a loving
wife ; 9, all defects, such as dissipation and idle-
ness, will be cured in young people paying us
frequent visits, and they will become solid nien ;
10, the other advantages we offer aretoo many for
language to express.”

REV. JaMes BasseTT, who has recently returned
to America after a residence of some twelve years
in Persia, as a missicnary to the Presbyterian
church, has given in an entertaining and instrustive
volume the record of several extended tours made
throughout the principal centres of life in Persia,
and along the ways traversed for centuries by the
armies and caravans of the East. These tours
embraced nearly ail the chief cities, and extended
in one instance into Russian tersitory between the
Caspian and Black seas. ‘The aim of the book is
to place before the reader the essential factz of
Perri- 1 life, government, manufactures, etc., and
to furnish a picture of Persia as it iz to-day and an
accurate account of the several races inhabiting
the country, their manner of life, religious observ-
ances, and the like. The work isentitled ** Persia;
the Land of the Imams,” and will be published by
Messrs. Scribner carly in the spring.

Tuost who take an interest in the study of
comparative religion—a study which, in the hands
of such men as Max Miller, may to-day be cettainly
called a science—will read with pleasure the Hook
Buyer’s notice of ** A Dictionary of Islam,” by
Thomas Patrick Hughes, B.D., M.1L,A.S. The
author, who dedicates his book to the Bishop of La-
hure, hasgiven, in the form of one of Smith’s well-
known dictionaties, a complete cycleopiedia of
the doctrines, rites, cercrionies, and cuc s,
togethe with the technical and theological terms
+f the Mohammedan religion. Itis the first work
of the kind which has everappeared "a the English
language. I). Herbelot’s ¢ Bibliothtque Ori.
entale”’ was printed at Maestricht in 1776 in the
French, and has, until the appearance of Mr.,
Hughes's- wotk, remained the only dicticnary of
Muslim system. The book will be of special
interest to the student of comparative scligion ;
for, as the author remarks in his preface, the work
is *‘not intended to be a contreversial attack on
the religious system of Mohammed, but rather an
exposition ol its principles and teachings.” Mr.
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Hughes was for twenty years a missionary at
Peshawar in Afgahnistan, and is a Fellow of the
Govetnment Oriental University of the Punjab,
He is the compiler of the government text-hooks
in the Afghun language. It is published by
Scribner & Welford.

s Hicuxess Prixct  [uramim-Humy is
bringing out a work, a8 stated in our last issue,
entitled ** The Literature of Egyptand the Soudan
from the Eatliest Times to the Year 1865 Inclu.
sive.” The London Z¥mes says of {t :—

Ample allowance should, therefore, Le made
when an Oricntal Prince—Oriental only by bitth,
however, for Prince lbrahim-Hilmy, who is a
hrother of the reigning Khedive, is well known to
be ar thoroughly English intaste and feeling as he
is in thought and speech—is found tusning a hand
to this bewildeting and weatisome work. The
initial obstacle in the way of anything like 4 com-
plete tecord of the literatuze of Egypt and the
Soudan has been the vaitness of the subject and
the impracticability of finding in any one of the
chief libsaries of Europe ev - a teath part of the
books and papers described. Our own national
library is, considering thc stake we have in the
country, lamentably deficient in weiks on Egypt.
The Prince points out that of th:e important series
of papers printed at Alexandria, Marszilles, and
Cairo by the Institut Egyptien only one member of
the Bulletin exists in the British Museum library ;
and, toadd to the trials of the prophet, we under-
stand that no two out of twenty descriptions of
the same wotk, gathered from the various Euro.
pean and American bovk markets, have ever been
found to agree. Variatiuns and ertors in names,
titles of books, dates, and formats—in names
especially with French bibliographers —and in
teferences to volumes, parts, and pages of period.
icals in which particular papers should be found.
These are the thorns that heset the path of the
compiler who, undertaking a svide range of sub-
jeet, is unable to see the publications he describes,
Prince Ibrahim has determined, hawever, to
devote his leisure to the veritication of his notes,
in the hope of raising his bibliography to the
position of the standard reference book for Egypt
and the Soudan. His main object has been, at
present, he says, ¢* to facilitate the acquisition of a
knowledge of the enormous mass of learning which
has been exercised on the monumental! lore, the
ancient writing and litersture, and the mediaval
and modern history of that simple but mysterious
country whose great antiquity, no less than the
problem of its futnre well-being, is to all nations
an cverpresent wanderment and speculation.”
The work is 2 bold atiempt at supplying references
to the records of a country which possessed a lites:
ature commencing with the inscrutable Ritual, or
Book of the Dead, at atime when theWeanderthal
man had probably unly just emerged from his
caves and settled accounts with the ferocious
animals of his birthplace, happily extinct in the
dim past. The literature of the criticism of this
impenetrable rubric is amply illustrated in the
Prince’s bibliography by the writings of Birch,
Goodwin, Lepsius, Brugsch, Lieblein, Pleyte,
Devéna, Le Page Renouf, Pietset, Navitle, Lauth,
Golenischeff, and other scholars ; and the titles of
the chapters from Lepsius' ¢ Todtenbuch der
Aegypten® are given by the Prince at pages 81.82.
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Educational Opinion.

THE STUDY OF GEOGRAPHY.

AMmona the many attractive articles of the
WEEKLY of the 6th inst., is a scrap, * How
to Make Geography Interesting.” Having
seen for over a quarter of a century how un-
interesting a study this can be made, it
needs no apology from the present writer,
first, to state his endorsement of the method
outlined in the scrap in question, together
with similar methods outlined in other
articles which from time to time have ap-
peared in the WEEKLY and other journals ;
secondly, if he may be pardoned for so doing,
to outline the way in which he himself was
educated ; and, thirdly, to state briefly the
method he has adopted with advanced
classes for the better grasp of the subject.
Before plunging iz medias res, it may be
safely premised that by only too many
teachers of both High and Public Schools,
geography is treated as a dead subject, a
matter of fewer or more figures and empty
names, of mere soulless diagrams, commonly
called maps, of mere cubic yards of empty
memorizing. Nay, more than this; how
many hayve not heard the subject styled a
mere memory drill, easily gotten up, to be as
easily forgotten ; and this, too, in spite of
Normal methods, educational journals, illus-
trations, Chautauqua circles, etc., etc. ? In
fact, the cold, dull, lifeless geography of the
school-room within, only too often bears
as near a relation to that of the living, throb-
bing world without, as the cold, dull, dead
state of the Church of England in “the
Georgian era,”’ bears to its present wonderful
life ard activity, due to the Oxford revival of
1833. .

I1. Thanks to careful home-training, the
training in geography, enjoyed by the writer,
was purely inductive. Mere commons, which
to his infant mind seemed far-stretching
plains, he was taught to enlarge by the help
of imagination, till the words plain and
prairie had a definite meaning; aland-locked
bay ; a limestone escarpment, flinging its
grassy slope to the southern sky; a lovely,
ancient river valley, where clay and sand
hillocks rise tumultuously one over the other,
intersected by brook and stream, here and
there wooded ; one of our lakes, stretching
out to what to the childish intellect seemed
infinity—all these were laid under contribu-
tion. From these were learned the defini-
tions of the text-book, and by careful com-
parison of a map of the district in question,
with its physical features, the idea of a map
became so real, so vivid, that it was one
recreation of childhood to place maps of our
province, and of other divisions of earth’s
surface, on the floor, and endeavor, in a
childish way, to connect distant lands with
the place wherein he then was, imagining

himself to be taking a real bird's-eye view of
the whole. For this reason, i.e., kat one
may realizse what the map is, he has always
wished that large raised maps, such as those
used on the continent, could be cheaply
made and used in our own schools; there
is nothing more certain than that progress
in geography would be much more rapid,
because satisfactory, than at present.

III. Regarding the methods adopted by
the writer, it may be stated that they were
based on the following : the development of
the intellect, of the imagination, and of the
memory. The first thing to be done was to
derive from the map a good idea of the
physical features of each county, or province,
by noting the mountain-chains and water-
partings ; of its climate, by noting its posi-
tion relative to the sea-level, its proximity
to the sea, its sloping northwardly, or other-
wise, and such other features as the map
would allow. This having been done for a
series of countries, e.g., for the political
divisions of Europe, and other particulars
having been derived tfrom the text, thelwhole
was required to be placed by tke pupils, the
books being closed and the maps put aside,
on a table like the following :—
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The above table the students were required
to make their own at their earliest conveni-
ence. In the review questions would be
given similar to the following: Contrast the
physical features, climate and productions of
Holland and Spain. What differences do
you note in the exports and the imports of
France and of Russia? Contrast, fully,
Norway and Sweden with Switzerland, etc.
Then, imaginary journeys would be required
to be made, as far as possible by water ; eg.,
from London to Constantinople, crossing the
Straits of Dover, and proceeding thence as
far as possible by rivers, all important char-
acteristic places and features to be noted,
the languages spoken, manners and customs
of the inhabitants, etc. In so doing, where
the imagination or memory of the pupils
failed them, the writer did not scruple to
draw on his own resources, frequently
quoting page after page of description, sad

to say from novelist as well as from traveller
even laying “ Ouida ” herself under contribu-
tion. By such means, however, the work
was so well appreciated that the text-book
became, instead of a dry-as-dust piece of
memory-lumber, a source of pleasure to both
teacher and student; and in reading the
book such a firm grasp on the important
features had been acquired that little addi-
tional memory-work was necessary; besides
which, a habit of thought had been acquired
of ten-fold more value than any examination-
D. F. H. WILKINS,
B.A., Bac. App. Sci.

GEOGRAPHICAL EDUCATION.

A PAPER on the scientific aspects of geo””
graphical education was recently delivered
by Professor H. N. Moseley, F.R.S., at th¢
rooms of the Geographical Exhibition, 53
Great Marlborough Street, W. Sir ]oseph
Hooker occupied the chair. Mr, Moseley
observed that to the naturalist, knowledge of
physical geography was becoming more an
more essential. The geographical distribu-
tion of plants and animals was one of the
most important and fascinating of all th¢
branches of his subject, and presented 89
immeanse field for research full of problem$
of the utmost interest. A knowledge of
physical geography was indispensable for the
study of zoology, botany, astronomy aPn
meteorology. But far more important was the
question whether physical geography should
not form part of every liberal education as the
only true basis on which could be founded 3
knowledge of what was termed politicd
geography. Political geography might be
regarded as dealing with the geozraphi¢
distribution of mankind. Various feature®
of importance, such as boundaries, lines."
migration and commerce, as well as cities
and battle-fields were determined by physi¢
conditions and the conformation of t8°
earth’s surface, and how great was the im-
portance of physical geography was evident
from Buckle’s masterly exposition of the
subject. The influence which the geograpl”
ical distribution of cereals had had in th®,
development of civilization could hardly be
over-estimated. Not only was this subje¢
excellent for teaching purposes, but it W
especially adapted for examination. It was
generally conceded that the teaching °
geography was in this country in a V&7
unsatisfactory condition. It was most ©
markable, considering the world-wide P¢
sessions of England, that such a condit?
of things should prevail ; the fact th’o
English publishers did not find it P"Y,‘_;l
issue first-rate maps and works on pbys!“
geography equivalent to those published
Germany affording a striking proof of f !
correctness of the assertion. This s0¢! .
had long held the opinion that the recog®

Piti



Marent 23, 1886,

tion of geography at the Universities wasthe
one great important step by which the
teaching of this neglected subject could be
adequately promoted. Various eflorts had
been made since the year 1871 to induce the
universities to appoint professors of the
subject and otherwise promote its teaching,
but with little or no effect. Physical
geography, he maintained, should be separ-
ated from geology. The former was a
subject far more necessary and suitable for
general educational purposes than geology,
taken as a whole ; and while attracting far
more students, would act as a lever for
promoting the study of other branches of
science, and certainly of geology itself. In
conclusion, he asked if there could be the
slightest doubt that the establishment of
such a system of teaching geography as had
been adopted in Germany would not be of
the utmost advantage to this country and to
the cause of education generally in advanc-
ing all branches of natural science. The
adoption of such a system, however, would
only be a question of time, as Englaud
would not be content to lag behind in the
study of geography forever. A discussion
followed.

A GOOD lesson can be learned from an inci-
dent that occurred during the last war. A
veteran says :—* It was down in Virginia. 1
was placed on guard over a barn, and was
t1aking it easy when a licutenant came along,
probably to see what his guard was doing.
I ought to have saluted him, but 1 didn’t.
Soon I saw a large, nice-lcoking man coming
toward me. He wore a nice uniform, and 1
noticed as he approached that he wore a
lieutenant’s straps. I wasn’t going to pay
any further attention to him, but when he
came quite near to me I saw that there were
two stars inside those straps. !jumpedupand
presented arms as quickly as I could, for ! saw
that it was Major-General Hancock. ‘Never
mind that for me,’ said he, with a wave of his
hand. I don’t care anything about it, but
always do it for the little fellows.” And he
passedon.” There was irony and a lesson in
that answer. “Thelittle fellows 1 General
Garfield once said:—* 1 feel a profounder
reverence for a boy than a man, for I know
not what passibilities are buttoned vp vnder
his shabby coat.™ No subjects nced a more
thorough consideration than the reverence
due childhood and the possiéilities of yauth.
What may not that Loy who sits on the
lowest seat in the humible district school
become? At no time in the history of the
world is it possible for him to bccome so
influential ; whether for good or exil depends
upon what sort of training he receives.
perhaps in that very school this very winter.
—Ex

.. -

_ NUMBER one scction of the towaship Associa.
tions of the county of Carleton, Ont., will mcet in
Carp village on the 22nd and 23rd «f May.

ON TEACHING TO READ.

\WHO necds to be reminded of the import-
ance of deftly handling the ttree R.s in
school ?
to a high percentage, on which is depending
professional character, position, livelihood,
makes at least that one item impossible to
be forgotten by the teacher. We all know
that time but makes the R.'s more dear to
us, and not one of these R."s threatens to it1dd
more to cur burdens than the first, if we be
guided by the Blue Yook utterances, or ex-
amination demands of our Inspectors. It is
years since it was reported, that while great
improvement had been etfected in reading in
the clementary schools very much remained
to be done; that this subject—though most
important of the three—was never really
taught, but left to grow ; and that its higher
qualities were almost, if not quite unknown
to our scholars. Zealous peopic who do not
teach children to read helped to swell the
complaining, and now we arc required to
teach our pupils first to speak, then to read,
and lastly to declaim. Yetr the hardship
does not lie in the requirements, but in the
conditions on whichthey are expected ; and
as we cannot alter these, we have to con-
sider how best we may satisfy them,

Any one will concede that reading is pro-
perly assigned first position ; the children
that read frecly arc ready to help themselves
in every subject that may be studied ; the
reading lesson becomes an opportunity for
acquiring general knowledge rather than a
struggle with words and syllables; and to
the teacher, the occasion for rousing in the
class a desire for knowledge, impressing his
own culture upon them, raising their aspira-
tions by the power of his example, and
cultivating their taste by displaying—when
deveioping a writer's thoughts—his skill in
use of that rich instrument the human
voice.

Those who have never tricd the efiect of
concentrating their attention on the teaching
of reading to S:andard 1. can scarcely be-
lieve the amount of trouble and time saved,
and the r=al benefit bestowed on the pupils
thereby, and have yet in storc another expe-
rience of that pleasure one knows in witness-
ing the censtantly-increasing fruit of a
scheme well thought out and successfully
worked.

We may look at the teaching of reading
first, as to the wechanical recognition of
printed words; and, secondly, as to its
higher and increasingly-appreciated aspect,
usualiy called rhetorical reading. Ourobject
is to treat with the first aspect, and to point
out a mode of action which leads to a rpid
mastery of all the difficultics cnccuntered in
mechanical reading. -

When we analyse rarefully, we can often
bring the essence of a subject intoa very

The immense value that attaches
1
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[nnrrow compass, and them atter under

consideration is a very good example of
the value of analysis. Just as in the
teaching of writing, the sccret of success
lies in getting at the essence of the cucves
and lines in the proper formation of rhe
double-hook, seen at the end of such let-
ters as 2, m, p, etc. : so, in the teaching of
reading, the difficulty can be brought to bay
in the single syllable. Teach o/f the sylla-
bles, insist on reading by syllables, and the
mechanical part of the subject is done with
before the average child is through the
second standard. This is the operation in
the smallest compass.

The ordinary method of familiarising a
child with a syllableis to train eye and ear
at the same time, by his looking at, and
naiing the letters and the word they repre-
sent several times in succession, but in many
cases this is done without system, and two
cvils result; syllables well known already
are dwelt upon, and se wmuch time swasted,
and new and unknown ones are repcated a
regulation number of times, and then passed
over, without much thought as to whether
they have been fixed firmly in the wind.
The principle is sound, but such an applica-
tion is faulty ; those already known should
be read, and any new one, whether at the
beginning, end, or in the middle of a word,
should be spelt and repeated, if necessary,
twenty times, until the class as a whole has
firmly mastered it. Onc that cannot bz read
is not trgsws, and should be attacked again
in the usual way, and, for a time, that best
suits the class as a whole, not leaviog it
because the bright few know it well, nor
hanging on it because the dullards are not
quite sccured. Even a2 part ~f a syliable,
when it constitutes a difficulty, and enters
nto the composition of other words, as {or
nstance, ign (=ine) found in such words as
sign, condign, malign, etc., should somctimes

e mastered in thid way. Asa rule, a sylla-

‘¢ once cncountered should as nearly as
possible be mastered on the spot, and any
rcading-book should be done with on the
sccond or, at nost, the third time of reading
througl, as then it ceases te be of any use
in attaining the objsct in vicw.

Although we seam to have our work put
before us in a simple style when we set out
to teach a// the syllablcs, and-although from
orc we may lcarn many, still English as she
is serofe is quite as complex as © English as
she is spoke,” and we have to qualify many
a former speech to meet the cxigencies of
the moment. \Whenever a child, in reading
a new syllable, gives, according to the know-
ledge already acquired, a reasonable render-
ing, 1t deserves, and skauld Aave, encourage-
ment, and should be told in effect that it is
right by analogy, but that the word is
pronounced differently. 2ua must uow be
learnt as aforesrid. In the earlic: stages we
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find the eye is not so quick as the ear, and
if the pupil halts at a word that should be
known, 1ime may be saved by repeating for
him the letters of which itis composed. Any
failure or sign of weakness in the work
should be repaired az omce, so that each
lesson may be a distinct, though possibly
slight, advance; and the interest of the
wiiole class ought to be sustained by letting
each read but a little at a time, by constantly
referring them to types already mastered, by
making the class, as far as possible, tell the
reader the way through every difficulty, and
by the teacher reserving himself for the very
few troubles that will prave insurmountable.

Another needful help at this stage is to
ask the class to repeat -after the teacher the
words of the passage to be read before
allowing them to attempt it individually.
Two or three words at a time, slowly and
distinctly uttered, may be given if they are
well known, but every difficulty should be
taken alone, and, if necdful, spelt a sufficient
number of times to fix it on the memory.
For good, solid, rapid work one must often
spell with the children to prevent drawling,
and to make them keep the rhythm ; but, as
things advance, this considerable strain can
be avoided, as a single repetition of the
letters will indicate that the word or syllable
is to be learnt before proceeding furither
The faster the letters are repeated, so long
as ¢ye and Zongue carefully follow, the more
considerable will be the work accomplished,
but on this point the whole of the children
should be taken into account, and, where the
few best are doing all the work, they should
be silenced, that the needy ones may make
the effort unaided.

Slovenly reading requires careful correc-
tion, nof by telling the wword or syllable, but
by judiciously calling attention to the mis-
sake, somctimes asking the reader, some-
times the class, to put it right, and in case of
a faulty syllable oniy that syllable should be
mentioned and corrected ; as voilent, voi (?)
vin, Right. Grevious, ious {?) ous ; writin’
in (?) ing; ‘orticultural, or {¥) hor; acters,
ters (?) tors, otc.  Careless readers frequently
. add or omit the final s; “I can't sce
*horses’” or “ Can anybody sec ‘horses’
there 2 will put a child right who gives
that reading of “‘horse.”—*1 scc an s
there,” or “ Where is the s 2 willalso secure
a correction. Other resuits of carelessness
should be dcalt with in cxacily the same
manner, but, as has been szid before, the
children should do a/7 the actual work whese
possible.

The amount of matter to be gonc through
shoald not be governed by book lessons or
pages; at first a single page or perhaps
half a page would be as much as could be
properly mastered, and the next lesson
should begin at the point where the last
finished.

When we advance to polysyllables the
pupils should be made well acquainted with
the abnormal syllables and combinations,
so that these may be used as guides to
the sounds of troublesomne clements. All
blundering at a polysyllabic word should
be at once condemned. To a fair attempt
we might say, *“So and so is right, but
this is wrong,” or *I can seec so-and-so,
but I can’t see this,” but all blind rushing
at the word should be suppressed in-
stantly. A judicious commendation and
comparing of individual success or progress
will keep up interest and excite emulation
throughout the course. Any failure or weak-
ness should be dealt with as in the other
cases; and as it is a waste of time to keep
repeating words well known, it is equally a
waste of time to repeat a parl or paris of a
word that present no difficulty. Excrcise the
obstacle and let it be overcome before
another word is attempted.

The clision of the mute ¢ when affixes are
used is a source of confusion in syllable-
reading ; a child may reasonably read re-
finn-ing for refining, but a few reminders
that for finning we want double n, or that fin
stands for fine, the ¢ being dispensed with
in words of this class, will clear up what
appears to be a contradiction of our former
teaching. About this part of the course the
sound ee, sepresented by finul y and its
equivalent medial i, the f sound of ph, the k
sound of ch, and final que, will nced con-
stant attention. In some districts the initial
this a sore trial, f being unfailingly called
in to do duty for it in both reading and
spelling. Half-an-hour would not be ill-spent
if entirely given up to the carrection of this
abuse. Any child who can keep his tongue
out beyond his teeth and close his teeth upon
it, can produce the sound th, and should be
taught to do so.

To epitomise what has been put forward
in this paper we may say :—

{z) The difficulty of mechanical reading
is found in the monosyliable.

(6.) We should teach a// the syllables.

(¢.) A syllable should be learnt the firss
time itis encountered, whether a: the d¢7in-
ning, end, or in the middle of a word.

() Reading by syllables should be rigor-
ously insisted upon.

(¢-) A syllable once learnt should always
be read.

{/.) Constant practicc on new syllables
and combinations should be provided, neces-
sitating the frequent change of books.

{5-) Even a parf of 2 syllable may be prac-
tised upon.

(%) In the eatlier stages the tcacher
should go over thc passage swith the chil-
dren, and should bLelp them in the fime and

rAythm of the spelling.

{.) Telling the word should be the teach-
er's Jast resource.

-

(/.) Rapid, but efectsve, repetition is ad-
vantageous,

(£.) Children should do all the work.

(Z) A collection of troublesome syllables
should be learnt together.

(».) Rushing headlong at a word should
not be tolerated.

(».) The elision of mute e in composite
words, the sound of final y and medial i, of
hard ch, and ‘final que, and the false pro-
nunciation of th, should be constantly ex-
plained. .

If the above lines are closely and industri-
ously followed, even by an intelligent sixth
standard boy, it is not impossible to enable
the children of the third standard ** to read
a Times leader with intelligence.'—The
Teachers Aid. i

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS AS
70 STUDLY.

ALL great efforts are the result of an infi-
nite amount of pains, and to succeed in ob-
taining distinction in this line, as in others,
requires an industry and pertinacity of eflort
which is apt at times to weiry even the most
enerjretic aspirant.

‘The spur of ambition often incites a stu-
dent to Herculean tasks for a few days,
when, the fever having worn itself out, a
mental collapse sets in, and an intellectual
vacation is the inevitable result. Method is
the only efficacious check to this periodic
ruinous ebb and flow. Mechanism is neces-
sary here as in the great operations of man-
kind. Genius does what it must, and talent
whatever it can. To reduce study to
a method, to become the creature of habit,
is the only royal road to professional distinc-
tion for the average mortal. This holds
good to a greater degree with teacher stu-
dents than with the candidates for the bar,
medicine and the Church. Wearied by a
harassing and incessant labor, jaded by the
worry of an exceptionally irritating occupa-
tion, there remains little inclination at the
close of the day to voluntary continuous
mental exertions. The very occupation of a
teacher produces a disinclination which,
without fixed habits and a rigid mechanism,
results in failure. To obviate this, we offer
a set of rules or suggestions for the guidance
of students who are prepared for a fixed and
sustained coursc of study. Some of them
may appear frivolous to those who never
made reading a serious occupation ; but to
the veteran student, a sound digestion is as
invaluable as a clcar head, an unembarrassed
mind as necessary as a keen intellectual
grasp. A continued cffort requires a sound
machine, and it is only by the ability of the
constitution 10 sustain these efforts, any de-
sired end is attained. Gulla cavat lapidem,
nom Ui, sed sape cadeno.

1. Fix the exact number of hours and ex-
act time for cach day in the week, Let
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your periods of study come as regularly as
your periods for meals. It is difficult at
first, but custom will soon crystallize it into
an unalterable habit.

2. Do not study in company, or where
there 15 any conversation. There arc a few
geniuses, like Newton, whose powers of con-
centration enable them to lose sight of sur-
rounding circumstances ; butto the ordinary
mortal the hum of conversation, or the in-
trusion of foreign matters, form a disturbing
clement which fritters away time and draws
from that persistent attention which is the
truest economy.

3. Do not sit at alow table or on an easy
chair. The results of the first may not be
traceable for months or years, but many a
bright; promising young man or woman has
sown the seeds of a premature death by the
contraction of the chest, and the fatal stoop
over books and papers. An easy chair is the
upas-tree of hard reading.

4. Read and commit to memory in a
standing posture, or better still, walking.
The high rcading-desks used in our universi-
ties and law libraries are admirably adapted
for hygienic purposes.

5. Be thorough in your reading. Invalua-
ble time is lost through that slipshod manner
in which reading is usually performed. Page
after page is scampered through, leaving
nothing but hazy indefinite ideas, and the
student faces the ordeal of trial with vague
generalities which are easily seen through
by an expert examiner.

6. Review the week’s work at the end of
each week. The revision consolidates or
rivets what may have been loose or floating
befors.

7- Work the exerciscs and study the por-
tion of work sct for the week allotted. Do
not get in arrears. I, from sickness or any
other unavoidable cause, you fall behizd,
tecover the lost ground by an increase of
labor, added judiciously and methodically.

8. Rest the mind by change of study rather
than by cessation. It is surprising how
invigorating a complete change is to the
mind. Work, however, of a difierent kind,
requiring the exercise of a different set of
functions, should be substituted.

9. Too much sleep iz injurious to a stu-
dent. This subject admits of much discus-
sion; but there can be no doubt that too
great a quantity of sleep, besides stealing
time, dims the mental faculties. Many great
thinkers have found six, five, and even four
hours, sufficient 1o recoup brain waste ; but,
from experience and observation, about seven
in summer and eight in winter constitute a
reasonable and safe allowance.

10. Avoid mental indolence, or thought-
reading, in your studies. Unless this will-o™-
the-wisp be early extinguished there is no
hope for serious wotk. We have seen stu-
dents ponder overa page for several minuies,

start, peruse and re-peruse, and finally have
not the slightest idea of its contents. Fancy
flies away with them, and the undisci-
plined mind carries them from China to
Peru. Fix and compel the attention. It is
difficult, but compulsory. \We bave found
that the working through a difficult deduc-
tion in Euclid will fix the attention if cir-
cumstances should produce thought.-wander-
ing; but each student should find a personal
remedy.

11. Stop work when the mind is wearied.
Goad not a jaded horse: but do not mistake
restlessness and an undisciplined brain for
weariness.

12. Walk as much as possible. You must
exercise at least an houra day. Each person
will have a particular pursuit which affordsa
special gratification, but avoid violent exer-
cises at irregular periods. Your exercise
must be constant in quantity, and periodic in
time. This is of the utmost importarce,
because a feeling of languor will set in, and
that buoyancy and elasticity of spirit so con-
ducive to uxtd labor will soon disappear on
a neglect of nature’s medicine.

13. Let your diet be as regular and simple
as possible. Comment is superfluous. The
student has not the opportunity of the
manual laborer to work off indigestibles.

14. Do not sit down to work for half an
hour after dinner. Take a walk. Shake off
drowsiness, and avoid napping as you would
avoid the spectre of failure.

15. While working, study should be as
intense as the mind can bear.

16. \When not working, give no thought to
it. This will become a habit, and you will
be able to put off thoughts of work as easily
as you change your ¢lothes.—The Teackers'
Aid.

A——

READING IN ELEMENTARY

SCHOOLS.

THE subject of reading in our schools has,
in some instances, reccived too little atten-
tion. The utmost pains should be taken in
the lowest primary grades. Bad habits
formed in these grades seem to have a most
tenacious desire to remain with their pos-
SESSOr.

Our aim in teaching reading is to enablc
the child, by the fourth year in school, to
read any papers or books which are within
his comprehension. Teach a child to read
well—understandingly—and there will beless
trouble with other studies. In the first year
fully ose-Aalf of the time should be spent in
reading. As pupils advance, decrease the
time, until the third year, when atout one-
third should be devoted to reading.

In most of our school readers therc are
excellent rules for reading. They may all be
expressed to primary pupils in this one, viz,,
** Read asyou tatk.” A child, if left alone,
will rcad a sentence right—right according

to its own thoughts. The little one olten
thinks wrong, consequen*ly he reads wrong.
He caniiot be made to think, but must be /ed’,
Skilful questioning by the teacher will do
wonders in this direction.

Do ot correct sing-song tones, wrong
emphasis, or incorrectness, by first reading
the passage yourself, then requiring the pupil
to read. Of course, now he reads it correctly.
But what has becn gained? Nothing; but
much—the power to do for himself—has
been lost. Now let the little fellow try the
next sentence. He is as helpless as ever;
yea, more so; for having been helped once,
he dependently looks for and expects help
again. With helpful, suggestive questions,
talking of the lesson, learning the meaning
of all the new words ; becoming familiar with
all the words at sight so as to readily pro-
nounce them—all this having been doane,
let pupils read, a clause at a time, until
correctly read. It is easier to read and
express correctly a few words than a long list.
When the sentence or paragraph has been
thus read in parts, have read two clauses;
tbree; then the sentence, and last the para-
graph. Have a paragraph told in child’s
language. Have 2 scntence read, substitut-
ing the meaning for the word.

These directions continued and properly
followed, with plenty of ingenuity and skill
on the part of the teacher, we think will be
an effectual remedy for what some one has
been pliased to style “that dreadful com-
pound of a whine and a groan.” Every
teacher has had painful experience with the
disease, the healing of which has sometimes
almost baffled the skill of the most skilful
teachers. .

Neither is pronouncing words readily and
correctly, good reading. These are ncces-
sary adjuncts, but alone they are valuc'ess
in giving expression.

Reading shows the intelligence of a child,
his comprehension of the text.

Pronunciation, articulation, and punctua-
tion, all claim an equal shate of attention.
Fail to observe either of the three and your
reading is not successful.—74c American
Teacker.

THE USE OF THE IRREGULAR
VIERD.

No part of the f’.nglish language is more
fruitful in crrors than the irregular verbs,
and no exercise in language can be made
more iateresting to children than learning
their correct use, which to very many of
them will be something nezv.  For the first
lessons choose such verbs as will present
actions for the children to see during the
recitation. Take the verb *¢ break " for the
first exercise.

Theteacher hnldsbefore the class & crayon.

If I wwant fo make tiwo picces of this crayon,
what shall I do? ** Break i1
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Require the answers to be complete sen-
tences in every case, Let the sentences be
repeated several times. The teacher breaks
the crayon:

What did [ do2 % Droke it

Tell me so. ** You broke the crayon.”

‘The teacher holds the two pieces to view.

What have I done with this crayon?
“ Nroke it

Tell me so. * You hawve broke that crayon.”

That does not sound right.

The teacher will get the correct word in
the sentence; then let all repeat the sen-
tence together.

The pupils repeat break, hroke, broken,
very distinctly, after the teacher. Then
obtain a variety of answers to each of these
or similar questions.

How manyever broke anything,and when ?
How many have ever broken anything?
\What had 1 done to this crayon when |
showed two pieces? and other questions,
securing the answers “has broken,” *is
bLiroken,” * was bioken,” etc., each in a com-
plete sentence. One new word each day,
reviewing words previously given, will fur-
nish occupation for a lony time.—American
Teacher.

Table Talk.

THE CHINESE SCHOQLMASTER.

Tue schoolmaster in China is almost a sacred
personage.  Heis held in esteem for his office’s
sake, and the heaviest punishments are inflicted
upon lads who dare retort when the sin shang
speaks ar reproves.  He usually sits at a desk just
ins de the door, and has a number of articles be
fore him, including a cane, pencil and writing
waterials, pipe, flowersstand, cte. The cane is
often used very freely about the heads of dull
scholars, ar such as are lazy ot insolent.  The pipe
is constantly in use, for the Chinese are inveterate
smokess. When 2 pupil wants to leave the room
hc usually hows to the master and takes up a tally
lying onthe desk.  If another boy asks permission
to leave school for a time he must wait till the
tally has been returned, and in this way the mas-
tei prevents a number of boys getting together for
play or plot in the narrow court-yard dusing school
howss.  As the Chinese usually partake of buttwo
meaks a day, the boys generally come after the fisst
meal or breakfast, say about nine o'clock, and go
hume before their sccond, which is in the evening.
But the rules vary according to the class of school,
the distance of the pupils and the fancies of the
waster.  When a boy is called out to say s les-
son, he places his bouk on the master’s desk, then
wurny his lack to the desh and the teacher, and
wccites his 1ask. Ho great is the attention paid
tuv training the memory that a lad will learn whole
books and repeat them from beginning to end, or
biegin at any point on which the master may chance
wepen, a d ¢y it on il slopped and ordered
1o begin chewhere. The master repeats the first
thiee or four words, and the pupi! takes than up.
< Literary Life.
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HINDS.

Tut following letter, sent tothe London /émes,
will afford some amusement not unaccompanied
with instruction. It speaks for itself’:

SIR,~-1 observe that Mr. Arch signalized his
Pacliamentary dedut last night Ly adwministering a
rebtke to the Lurd Advocate for speaking of the
Scotch laborers as ** hinds,” which, he sug;;calcd.
was as insulting as calling their aristocratic em-
ployers “ goats.”  Was Mr. Arch joking, or did
he really believe that the word ** hind,” as ap-
phied to the agricultural laborer, had any connec-
tion with the quadiuped of that name?  If so, it
is ripht he should be told that the word *“hind,”
or **hinde,” is an old Saxon word for peasant or
laborer, formerly in general use, and still retained
n some pasts of the country.  Not to quote other
amhorities, Falstaff had gopd reason to remember
how he was carried in the foul-clothes basket *‘by
a couple of Forde's knaves, his Adnds ;" and in
Sir Frederic Eden’s work on the state of the poor
f find i1 recorded in a table of the rates of Jaborers®
wayzes assessed by the Rutland justices at Okcham
in the year 1610: -

A chief hinde, the best ploughman, carnter,
shepherd, or neatherd, £4 10s. a year.

The sccond hinde, carter, or servant in hus-
bandry, £3 10s a year.

Surely there is nothing so offensive in the sound
of the word as to make # uafit to be mentioned to
ears polite in the new t1ouse of Commons.

January 27. Saxox.

M1, Joseph Arch, 1t may be rememocred, is the
m mber clected to Parliament in the interest of
the agricultural classes.  The words alluded to by
*¢Saxon T were

* He heard last night the Lord Advocate speak
ul the laborers of Scotland as hinds.  (Ob, oh.)
e should Like to inform that zight hon. gentleman
th . though their lives had always been lives of
pureny, thuugh they were born in humble cot-
tages, yet at the same time they looked upon them-
selves as men.  (Loud cheers.)  He thought that
hon gentlemen on the other side of the House
would f.cl very much annoyed if he were to speak
of them as aristocratic goats.  {(Laughter and
cheers.)”

“ Hind,” a douc, and *¢ hind,” a peasant, though
both Asnglo-Saxon words, are of totally different
origin.  Nind (1), a doe, middle English hind.
Zynde, feom Anglo-Sanan 4dnd, cognate with old
high German 4inta, is {rom the Tcutonic basc
hentha, 10 1ake by hunting.  1lind (2) 2 peasant
(used by Spenser, * Faerie Queene,” V1., S, 12),
is the middle English Zine, {(Chaucer, *¢ Cant.
Tales,” 603, ** I'icrs Plowman,” L. V1., 133) from
Anglo-Sazon Aina, a domestic, one who lives in
the Lz, or house (Skeat),

——

v————

11 s nut so much that similitudes adorn the
cvpressiun of thought as that they illominate it.

Educational Intelligence.

CHRISTIAN SPIRIT IN UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE.

ANvoNE who has been closely connected with
the university life during the past four or five years
cannot fail to be conscious of the marked growth
of Christian sentiment in  University College.
Five years ago no society occupied so little of
college attention, and none was so unpopular, as
the University College Y.'M. C. A, Then few in
the college knew and few cared to know that some
six or eight men used to meet for prayer in one of
the lecture-rooms every Saturday morning. It
was hardly a reputable thing in those daysto be a
Y. M, C. A, man.  No reference to Y. M. C. A,
work, no report of its meetings would be printed
in the college paper, which pretty fairly represented
the feeling of at least the most influential of college
men.  But in 'S2 the tide turned, when an effort
was successfully made to bringinto the Y. M.C.A.
work, men who were prominent and active in
other college affairs, men leading in the class lists,
in athletics, men well-known on the foot-ball
fild; and coming into the Association they
brought with them their energy and manly spint,
and as a result, the Y. M. C. A. was rcorganized
as one of the important college societies, To-day
it is sccond to none, in numbers and influence.
Its weekly mectings receive due notice in the col-
umns of the popular college paper, 7%e * Varsily.
1t is the only college sociely, not only in Turonto
Chiversity, but also in any Canadian university,
that has a building of its own. But we would not
measure the growth of Christian sentiment by
numbers in membership, or property in building,
but especially by the 2athu-dasm in Christian ag-
gressive worh by those identified with the Y. M.
C. A. There are other indications of this growth,
stuich as may be seen in the hearty supportgivento
the University College Temperance League, but
these mentioned are cnough to make us thankful
that all geound for the stigma of the ¢ godless uni-
versity ”* has been removed.  In this, and indeed
in cverything helpful to the prosperity of our
University, the students of Knox take decp
interest.—Anox College Monthly.

BRANT COUNTY TEACHERS' ALS0O-
ClTATION.

Tue thirty-fifth meeting of the above Associa-

tion was held in the Brantford Collegiate Institute

.on March 4th and §th, the P. S. Iaspector, Dr.

Kelly, in the chair. The proceedings were opened
with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Beattie.  The attend-

| ance was good, neutly every teacher in the county

U il they adwrn, itas as the modern jewellery, set

j with the clectne spark.
that 11 poctry, for instance, hgures of speech were
y fuor mere ornamentativn. Now we know that in

being present.  Mr J. J. Tilley, Inspector of
Model Schools, was eapected to take the lead in

It used to be supposed  conducting the eacrcises of the Association, but, as

eaplained by telegram to the President, he was
unavoidedly absent. A full programme had been

good puctry they are chictly used for throwing , prepared, the subjects being practical and intro-

hght. v in colioquial specch: the reason we
enjoy them scoms te be that they hit out the jdea
like a flash.
after all, like genting an idea, and getting it grecd
i which is only giving, in a nutshell, the gist of
l Hetbert Speacer’s admirable essay on Style. -
Atlantic Monthiy.

duccd by practical men, so that, while the absence
of the Dircctor of Institutes was greatly regretied,

There is nothing the mind enjays, | the time of the Association was profitably spent in

Idiscussing the remaining subjects of the pro-

gramme. A paper on ¢ Written Examinations ™
was read by Wm. Wilkinson, M. A., Principalof the
Central School.  Questions should not be too difiis
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cult, so as to discourage the pupils, nor so casy as
to render them careless in their style of answering.
Questions requiring very long answers tend to ex-
haust the enesgies of pupils and render them in-
capable of properly attending to the remainder of
the paper.  The chief value of the Examinations,
apart from promotions, consists in having all im-
perfect and incorrect answers te-written,

A very good and practical paper on “Grammar”
was read by Mr.T.\W. Standing, who disapproved
of requiring young children to commit to memory
formal decfinitions, rules, ctc., but would rather
teach them to examine construction of the sen-
tences in their reading lessons, to note the variouns
forms of words with their meanings, and thus
gradually to lead them to construct rules and defi-
nitions for themselves.

Mr. J. H. Clary showed the great importance of
taking care of the physical health.  His paper was
a good one, showing by the able manner in which
he treated the subject that while he had given at-
tention to physical culture, his mental culture had
not heen forgotten.  Mr. Webster dealt with the
anomalics of Euaglish spelling,and the best ways of
cnabling boys and girls to conquer them, while
Me, . H. Green told how to make Friday after-
noons pleasant and profitable.

In the cvening of the first day’s sessions, in
place of the expected lecture on ** The Relation of
Education to the State,™ by Mr. Tilley, a number
of short addresses on educational subjects were
given by friends of cducation, resident in the
city.

Dr. Kelly gave a very interesting account of the
carly cducatioual institutions of both Ontario and
Qucbec, with a sketch of the lives and labors of the
pioncers of education who founded them. e was
followed by the Rev. Dr. Cochrane, who com.
pared the schools of Brantford with those of 23
years ago, and congratulated the students of to-day
upon the great advantages they possess over those
who preceded them. He congratulated the
teachers present on their increased acquirements
and efficiency, and strongly advocated a liberal
recompense for their faithful services,

Rev. Dr. Beattie gave a short address on ** The
Relation of Iducation 1o the State.” Inthe very
short space of time allowed him for preparation
lic was unable to do more than give an outline of
the subject, witha few of the chief opinions which
have been advanced by leading educators. He
showed that while the question is a very compli-
cated one, and onc which bristles with points of
controversy, the root of the whole difficulty lies in
the religious element in education. History shows
that countries in which that clement is wholly ne-
glected in the Univensities, evinces a decided ten.
dency to materialism.

Dr. Birchard strongly advocated the necessity
of requiring all who aspirc to a hiberal cducauon to
be acquainted with at least the historical part
of the ** Evidences of Christianity.” Popular
thought in any community takes its tone from the
opinions of cducated men.  If they are unable 1o
give a sound and sufficient reason why the Sacred
Writings are worthy of belief they will soon
cease 10 believe them; the inevitable sesult is
materialism.

A Reading Circle was formed in conncction
with the Asscciation, with local branches ia the
vatious parts of the county, the object being to

Oshawa High School is 150.

—

read the various professional works recommended
by the Minister of Education.

The ofticers clected for the ensuing year wereas
follows: M. J. Kelly, M.D,, LL.B., President ;
Wm. Wilkinson, M.A., Vice-President; 1. J.
Birchard, M.A., Ph, D, Scc.-Treasurér.

Cox.

Tue average attendance of pupils at the Whitby
Collegiate Institute is 135. The atterdance at

AT the High School, Woodstoch, physical edu
cation is to form part of the programme, and
Indian club swinging is to be introduced.

Tue number of students attending the Wood. |
stock High School 1s over 150, including 20 from |
the counties of Halton and Wentworth, |

ScHOOL section pumber five, Huntley, Carleton, |
Ont., had a concert on the 5th inst.,which proved
a success.  V’roceeds for the benefit of the school.

Apbreions have been made to the furniture of
the laboratory of the High School, Woodstock. A
large new case and a consignnent of apparatus will
increase the efliciency of this department.

PeTERBORO’ has declined to continue the grant
of $750 to its Collegiate Institute, and the Board
of Education have decided to charge county pupils
a fee of $15 and $10 for the first and second terms
of the year, to go into forcc on the 1st of March.

Tur caaminations of the Art students in the
High School and Mechanics’ Institute class,
Orangeville, was held on the evenings of Monday
ané Tuesday, 15th and 16th.  In the High Schnol
there were 44 students who wrote, and in the Me-
chanics’ Institute class there were 20 pupils,

Mz, SMiTs, Principal, and Miss Clark, Assist-
ant, of the Orangeville High School, with the aid
of their pupils and friends, prepared an intec-
esung programie for a public entertamnment in the
School House at Grand Valley,on Friday,the 15th
inst., for the purpose of procuring a new bell and
dictionary for the school.

Tue Essex Centre Board of LEducation held a
mecting last week when, after routine business, it
was decided to send a committee composed of
Trustees Giles and Russell to attend the next
wmeeting of the Colchester North Board, to opposc
the attempt being made to dismember the LEssex
Ceatre union school section.

Tne Orillia Packet devotes a large share of its
spacc to educational matters of local as well as
general interest.  In a recent issue it had a good
dcal 10 say in the matter of increased public school
accommodation. ** Let the Board,’ it says,**come
10 the people with a proposition 10 provide ancat,
substantial building in the South Ward, and u
will be sustained. Then, as the West Ward grows,
a building there will be provided, and childien n
no part of the town will be debarred from educa-
tivnal advantages.  The cost may be a tnfle more
than for onc central school, Lut the advantages
will be correspondingly greater.”

IMroRTANT business was transacted at the las
meeting of the Niagara Falls School Board. It was
moved by Mr., Law, scconded by Mr. Henderson,
that the municipal couancil be asked for the follow-
ing amount, viz.: For building addition to main
school, $6,500; for primary school $2,000. Moved
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in amendment by Mr. Cook, seconded by Mr.
Groom, that we ask the municipal council for
$6,800 for building west wing of school and heat-
ing and draining. Carried.  Moved by Mr. Law,
scconded by Mr, Henderson, that the council be
asked to grant $2,c00 far the purpose of building
a primary school down town,after motion No. 4 is
dispased of,

In regard to the fiest examination for the B. D,
degree at the University of Trinity College, a
statte was passed granting to clergymen who
passed the course furmely prescribed in the bivie
nity School at Cobourg the same privileges as are
accorded tu graduates of the University.  The
commitice appointed fur that putpore by the cor-
poration of the University of Trinity College, sub-
witted a draft scheme fur the more cihcient action
of convaocation under the Royal charter, and the
enlargement of {5 puners in several respects, and
in particular by enabling it to lay its proceedings
and resolutions before the corporation in the same
manner as any commitice thereof.  The scheme
was adopted, and the Committee reappointed for
the purpose of carrying out the same.

ON~ Monday, March 151h, a new science master
was added to the teaching stafi of the Woodstock
High School. The gentleman referred o is Mr.
T. Hodgson Lennos, B.AL, firsteciass honor gra.
duate of Toronto University,  He assumces his new
position with excellent literary qualibcations, and
wide professional eapeticnce.  He holds all the
grades of public school teachers’ certificates, was
graduated from the Normal School, Turonto, and
tanght successfully for a number of years i the
public schools of the PProvince.  This traing will
eminently fit him to conduct the studies of the
students who are aiming 2t the teachng profes.
sion, Subsequently Mr. Lennoy was graduatadat
Toronto University, taught 1 Gumsby  High
School and St Mary's Collegiate Tnsuune, i both
institutions giving entire :ausfacuon.- -1 oodstock
Sentinel-Review,

ANOTHER example of the inteicst some country
papers take in cducational matiers is seen in e
following extract from the Orillia Packet 1 ¢ The
Mayor, Councillor Bertram and Mr. Todd visited
the Public School last week.  The nced of greater.
accommodation was apparent enough,  Another
thing which the visitors could not fail o have ob-
served was that the selectivn of an architect under
the recommendation of the Inspector, for the pur-
posc of securing thorough ventilation, had not at-
tained the desired end.  The noses of the visitors
no doubt testified that Mr. McKinnell’s room was
the only one at all approaching to *sweetuess;’
and this is attained by arbitrarily sending the
children to the underground play house during in
termission, to allow of the windews being thrown
open and  the air changed.'  There does not ap
pear to have been even an attempiat veatilation,
though the Faurdet was told the contrary when the
building was in course af crection.  We refer to
this matter, in the hope thar whatever increased
accommodation may be provided the importance
of pute air will not be forgotten, and that our local
architects, who have shown in the buildings they
have planned that the subject has received practi-
cal attention from thew, may not again beignored,
a-d outsiders who have given no similar cvidence
of capalility, employed.™
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VALUABLE WORKS OF REFERENCE.
Indispensable for every Library, School, Office, Counting-Room, and Family.

LIPPINCOTT'S GAZETTEER OF THE WORLD.

A Complete Pronouncing Gazetteer or Geographical Dictionary of the World, containing
notices of over one hundred and twenty-five thousand places, with recent and anthentic
information respecting the Countries, Islands, Rivers, Mouatains, Cities, Towns,
etc., in every portion of the Globe.

NEW EDITION, WITH SUPPLEMENTARY TABLES.

Showing the Populations, etc., of the principal Cities an 1 Towns ot th \World, bised upon the most recent
Census Returns.  One Volume  Imperial Octavo. Fmbracing 2680 Pages.  Library Skeep, $12.00.
Supplement will be sold separately.  Bound in Sheep, $2.50.

WORCESTER'S QUARTO DICTIONARY.

THE NEW EDITION, WITH SUPPLEMENT,

Embraces 204 additiona! pages, and contains over 12,500 new words, and & Vocabulary of
Synonymes of words in gen use.

hand

¥

g a large,
Iary, with thelr correct Pronunciation, Definltion, and Etymoloi)' s 9 whichare appended Articles, Listx, and
‘Tables containing much vatuable kindred information. Fully illustrated and unabridged, with

l.lbra‘?' Sheep, Marbled Edges, $t0.00.
ne bindings.

four full-page lluminated Plates.
And in a variety of

For sale by all Booksellers, or will be sent, free of expease, on receipt of the price by

J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY, Publishers,
715 AND 717 MARKET St,, PHILADELPHIA.

NEW SILVER CAROLS.

A COLLECTION OF NEW MUS3IC FOR PUBLIC 5CHOOLS,
—CONSISTING OF—

Glees, Quartets, Duets, Rounds,

Solos, Songs, with Choruses, Marches, Ete.

ALSO A CONCISE AND PRACTICAL

RUDIMENTAL DEPARTMENT.

Edited by J. H. Leslie and W, A. Ogden. Price, $5.00 per dozen.  Single copy, 50 cents.  Ome
mple copy by mail to School Superintendent on receiptof 25 cents.  Specimen pages free to everybody.,

"™ W. W. WHITNEY, Publisher, TOLEDO, .

_9
//%@J%Em‘ Y/
am, oege

- ARCADE, TORONTO. -

SCHOOL thoroughly cquipped for Business Training, BOOKKEEPING, ARITHMETIC, Business
PENMANSHIP, CORRESPONDENCE, SHORTHAND and ['ve&-\VRITING practically taught.

For Circular and Information address—= , -
C. ODEHA, Secretary.

We will send the Educational Weekly one year, and Stormonth's Dictionury (Full Sheep), fi 1 $7.50.
We will send the Educationsl Weckly one year. and Worcester's Dictionary (Full Sheep), for $9.50.
We will send the Educational Weekly one year, and Webster's Diciionary (Full Shecp), for $11.50.
We will send the Educational Weekly one year, and Lippincott's Gazetteer (Full Sheep), for $11.50.

Address— ,
EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY,

>
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Grir OFFICE, Torasmn-

WEBSTER

In various Styles of Bindin
without Patent In

[

, wilh and
X,

The Latest Edition has 118,000 Words, and
3000 Engravings,—3000 more Words and near-
ly 2000 tnore Engravings than found i any other

merlcan Dictlonary. 1% Also contains a MWo-
graphlcal chtionu?. giving brief fucts con.
cerning nearly 10,000 Noted Persons, To theso
featurcs we have

JUST ADDED, (I135
A NEW PRONOUNCING

Gazetteer . World,

containing over 25,000 Titles,
briefly deseribing tho Countrles, Citien, Towns,
and Natural Features of every part of the Globe.

WEBSTER IS TEE STANDARD
Authority with the U.S. Suprame Court and in
tho Gov't Printing Office, and {s recoinmended
by the State Sup’ts of Schools in 38 States, aw
by the leading College Presidents of the United

Volume of 2048 Quarto Pages, containing considerably more than 115,000 words in its Vocabu- .

Statea and Canada.
The London Times eays: Itisthe best Dic-
l tionary of tho langusge.
The Review, London, ssys: -1t
The Calcutta
L1

is the best practical Dictionary extant.
moat perfect work of the kind,

says: It is the
The Toronto (!in!‘loﬁ Canada, seys:
. n the very. highes: rank.
:The New York Tribunecays: Itisrecognized

a8 the moat useful existing *word-book**
of the English language all over the world.

It is an invaluable companion in every School,
aod at every Fireside. Sseclmcn ?“s“ and
testimoniaix sent prepaid on spplication.
G:& C. MERRIAM & CO., Publishers,
Springfield, Mass., U. 8. A,

Its placo

TRADE MARK , REGISTERED,

PALeN

For Concumption, Asthma, Bronchitis, Dyspepsi
Catarth, Headache, Debility, Rheumatism, ﬁe&n’l'gg. an:i

all Chrunic and Nervous Disorders.
Canadian Depository 2

E. W. D. KING,

s8 CHURCH STREET,
Toronto, Ont.

ScHooL Prize Books
-QntarioSchool Book Depot, Whitby,Ont.,

Have now in stock a_very lamge line of MiscaLtaneous
Booxs, just the thing for young people. Special terms to
Scheol ds and Teachers for quantity. Write for Cata-
loguc and teims, or if convenient, call personally.

STAFFORD & WILLCOX,

Daverey's Biock, - WHITBY, ONT.
MoIL‘Wi.A,iN'S
Telegraph and Ecigotic Shorthand Tustitate
3t KING STREET EAST.

8end for Circular.
Evidence, &c., reported .by experienced Stemographers.

' Di.G. STERLING RYERSON
_Eye, Ear, Thioat and Nose Diséqses.
3t CHURCH ST, TORONTO

A GOOD INVESTNENT.—It pays t6 carry a good. watch.
I never had sutisfaction tili-1 boaght one 'of ‘E. ‘M.

A_TrowEeRN's reliable watches, 17t Yonge Street, east side.

Hoiton Chas1may, A. so“n. il

- e

Musonville 1
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