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THE MONTILY RECORD»

OY THE

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES:

~—

Vor. x1.

JUNE,

A~

1865. No. 6.

.

Gty forget thee, O Jerusalem! let my right hand forget its cunning.”—Ps. 137, v. 5.

I fear I am not Elected.

A carELESS old man, whiy ek ot attend-
¢d a place of worship for twensy years, became
veryill. I went to see himfapd: found him
alarmed and aunsicus. I told him of Christ
dying for the ungodly ; that His blood
tleansoth from all sin; and that whosoever

elieveth on Him * hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation, but is
assed from death unto life.” For some time
e continued anxious, but without getting
at peace which flows from believing. One
ay I called, and after trying to show him
that Christ had suffered enough to atone for
Mnners, and had invited him to accept that
Atonement as for kis sins, I asked him why
It wag that He weuld not believe God, and
te Christ as his Saviour, and be saved,
With tears rolling down his checks, the old
an said—¢ Sir, I need not hide it from you
~1I fear 1 am not elected.” He was tho-
Toughly in earnest. Now, what are we to
%3y t0 a man thus tempted ?

th‘“re are not to tell him there is ro such
ing as election, for there are scores of pas-
%3ges in the Bible teaching us that there is.
o ether men like it or not, it is a doctri.ne
8e°~r1y.revealed. But we are to tell him
Omething like the following: This is a
frmptatm.n of the devil to keep you away
om Christ; 80, be on your guard against it,
whoon ig true, but it is a doctrine with
bellc You have nothing to do at present. It
Tt o188 to God’s people, and to them alone,
w!;;\lswouldfcome into my hou:sie(,l gm: lt:}ke
ome of my goods, you would be takim
“hat dig not b};l%ng t::yyou; and just sf,

-

when you meddle with election, you meddle
with what does not at present belong to you.
What right has an unconverted man to think,
or talk. or dispute about election? None
whatever. When you hear such a one spesk
on the subject, lock him in the face, and with
astonishment ask, “ Sir, are you born again #”

Wit you have to discover is, not that {'ou
are an elect saint, but that you are a lost
sinner. When you have discovered this, and

‘been enabled by divine grace to take Jesus

as your Saviour, and thus made your calling
sure. your election will be sure also. You
will then be thankful for the doctrine—glad
to think that God loved you with an ever-
lasting love—and will have higher ideas of
the “length” of that love which . passeth
knowledge. The truth is, as an old divine
once said—# Election is against no man, uR-
less he is against clection.” Rightly. under-
stood, it does injury to no one, aud daes
great good to Go&’s people. 1,
Your rule of duty is not what is written in
the Lamb’s Book of Life, but what is writtén
in God’s holy Word. * Secret things belong
unto the Lord our God; but those things
which are revealed belong unto us and to our
children.” (Deut. xxix. 29.) The Bible tells
us that the mercy of God is infinite, that the
merit of Christ is infinite, and that the power
of the Spirit is infinite. God's outh is— As
1 live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked; but that the
wicked turn from his way and live,” (Ezek.
xxxiii. 11.) His inritations and promiges
are—“A just God and a Saviour, there is
none beside me. Look unto me and be ye
saved, all the ends of the earth,” (Isaiah

3o b
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xiv. 22) “ Come unto me, all ye that labor | profession, of commuuion with Ilim and eon-
and are heavy laden, and I will give you|formity to Him in His death ; that, in virtue
rest,” (Mat. xi. 28). ¢« Him that cometh to | of His dying for their sins, they should die
me 1 will in no wise cast out,” (John vi. 22). ! to ail sin, and have done with their former
Believe these promises; take God at llis {unholy indu'gences, pursuits, habits and
word, and look unto Jesus, and you need not | connexions, (Rom. ii. 25-29; 1 Cor, xii.
fear election. It is a false inference from the | 12-14 5 Gal. iii. 26-29; Col. §i. 11.12; 1 Pet,
doctrine that troubles you; and if you neg- | iii. 21,22; 2 Pet.i.8.9) 'Thi profession
Ject salvation because of a decree which you | was equivalent to being * huried with Christ,”
do not understand, the in lies on your own | as dead with Him. TFor as His burial was

head—you are lost bacause of your own !
unbelief.

But why should you think you are not
#lected? No human being out of hell can
.ever know that he is not; and when God’s
Spirit is thus striving with you, why not
rather believe that you are? You have as
ood a right to believe yourself one of the
elect as any unconverted sinner that ever
lived. You are somewhat like a man travel-
ling to a railway station, intending to go by
the train to a distant town. It occurs to him
that perhaps there may not be a vacant seat,
and he becomes afraid. But he meets one of |
the porters, who tells him that there are a|
great many carriages at the station, and that |
they will hold a wondrous number; and his
fear is somewhat lessened. A little further
on, he meets the chief manager of the railway,
whose word he cannot doubt, who informs
him that never once, during the many years
since the railway was opened, was man, wo-
man or child left behind for want of room;
and now his fear is altogether gone. Perhaps
you can make vour own application of the
story. When God, who cannot lie, tells you
that His elect people are no scattered few, but |
& multitude that no man can number; and !
that since the world began, never one came !
to Him through Christ and was ecast out, |
surely you will no longer be alarmed by this |
groundless fear-— What if 1 am not elected.

Do as John Bunyan did when assaulted by ;
the same temptation. * Begin at the begin-
ning of Genesis, and read to the end of Re-
velation, and see if you can find that tkere
was ever.one that trusted in the Lord and ;
was confounded.” Do as the old woman :
did, whe resolved that if there were only
three elect people in the world, she would
strive to be one of them. « e not afraid”
of election, “ only believe.”— Selected.

—O
o Buried with Christ by Baptism.”

“E~Now ye not, that ko many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death ?

*« Therefore we are buried with him by bgptism
inte deuth ; that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life.”—Rox.
vi.,3, 4

THE Apostle, by bis introductory question, -
most emphaticaily shews that all who had
been baptized into the name and religion of
Jesus had yeceived the sign, and made The

" Avostie is supposed to allude.

manifestation that He was really dead, and

; an introduetion to His immediate resurrection

by the glorious power of the Father, and for
the display of His glory, so, the baptism of a
converted Jew or Gentile was a professed
manifestation of his death to sin, and to all
ki carnal expectations, affections and pur-
suits, from which he meant to be entirely
secluded, as one buried is from the affairs of
this Iife : and it wax a professed introduction
to his walking *¢ in newness of life,” not only
as to his outward actions, but with respect to
his iaward principles. (Rom. vii.3.6.) The
spiritual meaning of the external sign iz the
same when Baptism is admi~istered to the
infant offspring of believers: even as the
meaning of Circumcision was the same when
it was performed on Abraham the aged be-
liever, on Ishmael, who perhaps never be-
lieved, and on Isaac, an infant of eight daye
oll, long before he believed. It was the
outward sign of 1egeneration, or *“a death
unto sin, and a new birth unto righteous-
ness,” und it sealed justification by faith toe
all those who ever possessed the thing signi-
fied, but to none else, Thus, Simon Magus,
though a baptized adult. derived no more
benefit from the outward sign than those
multitudes de, who, having been haptized in
infapcy, when grown up despise the inward
and spiritual grace of it. (Aeta viii. 9-13,
36 40.) Great stress has been laid upon the
expression, * buried with Him by baptism
unto death,” a8 proving that baptism ought
to be performed by immersion, 1o which the
But we are
said also to be * crucified with Christ” and
circumcised with Him, without any allusion

.10 the outward muneuer in which crucifixion

and circumcision were p=iformed ; and of
Baptism is far wore frequently mentioned

;with reference to the “ pouring out” of the
THoly Ghost (Acts i, 4-8; ii. 14 215 Tit. iil.

4-7); and as the Apostie is evidently treating
on the inward meaning, not the outward

form, of thar ordinunce ;—no conelusive ar-

gument is dedueible fiom the expression,

; shewing that immersion is necessary to Bap-
“Miam, or even, apart from other proof, that
. Baprism was generally thus administered.—

Dr, Thomas Scott.
gy () —————

PRECEPT AND EXaAMPLE.—~Precept is in-
struction written on the sand; the tide flows
over ity and the lesaen is gone. Example i8
engraven on tbe rack, and the lesson is no
soon lost,

j
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For the Monthly Record.
Hope.

TreRr® is a beacon fuir and bright,

That beams upon man’s clouded night, =
A gentle sonl-inspiring ray,

That tells him of a brighter day.

Oft when his brow is shadow’d o’er.

And smiles enwreath his/lip no more,
Yet, still that star, with glad'ningray,
Will bid him dream of a brighter day.

Though friends may eoldly pass him by,
hen clouds o’ercast his sam wer sky;
And fortune wing her flight afar,
et sweetly beams that cheering star.

And when far out on the stormy sea,

Where the roving mariner Inves to be’;

And death looks up from the dark’ning wave,
There is a Jight still gleams to save.

"Tis the star of Hope that cheers his soul,
And stiil *twill beam while ages roll;

In the hour ot Death, "twill be his stay,
4nd lead Him on with its quenchless ray.

"Twill point afar to that world of light,

hers there’s neither sorrow, tears or night;
And he'll calmly breath his farewell sigh,
In the hope of a brighter home on high. -

For the Monthly Record.
My Mother.

Tl!ul's a pillow, we know, where the weary
w may rest,
bere love's tide
e ther’s breast ;
w‘l softer than down, tis pnrer than snow,
2rm as the sunshine does its tender tide flow.
The bright Angels smile from the blue plains
above,

As :n our weary heads rest on this pillow of fove ;

5o d:\)e sun shines atmve ue, rove where we will,

This Tone plant of Eden blooms sweet o’er the
Th earth,

Tough all the wide world, or at home on our
w hearth ; 4

bat heart but will tremble. what spirit but

doth flow through a kind mo-

th our dear mothrer’s ove follow us still.

Re; '!\Q'e.
*Joie'ng and glad in a dear mother's love ?
v'g'h“ Mgt noble and pnre, and hlest be the land
%3¢ mothers are guarding the young house-
h hold band,
- 1€Te warm prayers ascend from her heart’s
Ilt?r fire,
nd brmg down a blessing on children and sire.

Ola i’:‘i{;‘d"ds may forget, and the world may prove

wh‘.‘: we wander, heart-weary, from home's
Bng appy fold,
h'? ear mother’s lave will never depart,
L€ life’s current throbs through her warm.
ving heart,

W
he)::wl.‘he Pulse of my heart flutters faint and

‘Avnhid"'h bears my soul where no mortal can go ;
My  all but thy love grows. dark te my ken,
Mother! dear mother ! oh ! pillow me t}hlem

T A

Tos

'APAGE FOR SABBATH SCHOLARS.

| The Children that helped their Mother:

Mus. HaLsTED wat a widow. Her health
© was poor, and she had three small children te
E take esre of, and to rupport with her needie.
| Little George and Katie were very bright,
. pretty children ; but they had never been in
! Sabbath-sehool, because their mother thoughs
t they were too young. But, ove pleasint af-
| ternoon, Miss Perley, one of tue teachers,
! enlted for them, saying she could teaeh them
| something, if they could not read. They he-
| haved very well iu the school, and ahe talked
to them about Jesus and heaven, and told
them that they must he wood ehildren, and the
Saviour would love them. When they wers
returning home, she said to them among oth-
er things: )

“ You love your mother very much, I hope,
children o

“ O yes ma'am,” they both replied in a
breath.

“ That’s right, children, for she is a dear,
good mother to you ; she works vers hard for
you to get food and clothes; and do you iry
and help her 2"

* O we can’t, we're too small,” they answer-
ed at the rame time,

“ O no, you are mistaken, my dears; vou
are not *oo *»mall.  ''o he sure 1ou can’t work
much to help her, but I will tell you what you
can do. When your mother iv sewing, if she
drops her needle or thread, you can pick it up
for her ; or.if she wants anything, vou can run
and get it for her; and you can rock the baby
and play with it, to keep it from erying; and
vou can keep vour feet clean, 80 that vou won’s
track the floory and you can put your play-
thinga all away, when you are through with
them, and not leave them, as [ saw them the
other day, all scattered ahout tne room ; and
you can take oare of your clothes, and be
careful and not soil them. O, children, you
can do a great deal to help vour mether.”

“ 8o we can,” exclaimed George, earneatly.

 Yen, vou can, indeed, if you'il only try,”
replied Miss Perley.

“ Well, we’ll try, won't we, Katie ?”

“Yes, wo'll try,” rejoined Katie, with &
bright smile.

Andtheydidtry. When they reached home,
their mother was just going to the spring, te
get a pail of water to fill the tea kettle. 0O,
mother, let me bring the water !” exclaimed
George, attempling to take the pail from her
hand.

* Why. you couldn't earry it child,” replied
Mrs. Halsted, putting him aside.

“ 0, but I can go with the little pail a gaod
many times, and bring it till I il 1his one,”

“ Well, you may try, George, for I don'y
feel well this afternoon, my head aches xo,”

At this moment the baby commenced ery-
ing, and Katie ran in, rot maiting, as usual,.
for her mother to tuke it up, and going to the
cradle, she lifted the litile oue sus, and sat is
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upon the floor, and played with it till she got
it to laugh merrily. "And, all thiough the
week, they did so much to help their mother,
that she really felt that her labours wers
lighter,ard every week they became more and
mare 0, through the assisiance of George and
Katie.—Rena Ray.

A Child’s Faith.

A LITTLE BOY, some four years of age,
‘whom we will call Charley, while nlaying oue :

day near an open hatch-wav, accidentally fell
in, and but for a basket of shavings, which
fortunately stood beneath, would probably
have been killed.

day. At nigkt, after Charley had been put to
bed, and left by himself, his little voice was
‘heard in prayer. In tones full of faith and
love, the little fellow poured out his heartf It
petition—*“Oh ! God, please keep that cellar
door shut, but, if you can’t do that, won't you
always keep a basket of shavings there ?”

0

Reply to “A. P.,” on the Use of
Instrumental Aid in Public Praise.

A PARTIALITY for the customs of our Fa-
thers, and a strong attachment to the views
‘they were known te hold, constitute one of
those feelings of our nature which is gene-
rally very difficult entirely to shake off; and

-especially is this so in reference to those:

opinions or customs which were established
by much suffering, and to preserve which our
ancestors were subjected to many severe and
painful trials. This attachment is natural,
and the feeling is right. It is recognized by
the Author of our nature, and to no other
K}nciple does He more frequently appeal, in

is dealings with His ancient people. I
am the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of
Jacob. The Lord God of your Fathers.”
Every reader of the Bible knows how fre-
quently this language is met with through
the Old Testament writings. It is true, this
feeling may be, and sometimes it has been,
carried too far. The individual who would
be satisfied by coiling up himself in the
mantle which his father left him, and, thus
wrapped up, doggedly resolve to remain
there, would certainly deserve $o be blamed ;
but to avoid this extreme, it is not necessary
to extinguish the natural attachment which
we cherish for what was held dear by those
whose names we reverence and love. Let
this feeling be once extinguished, and, in the
case of the greatest number, there is removed
the principal, if not the only barrier, that
prevents their rushing into the wildest spe-
culations and the most deadly errors, in be-
lief and practice. This attachment thus
serves an important purposg, and we require
only to iake care that, while we cherish it

The family were quite:
impressed by his pravidentiai escape, and fre- :
‘quent allusions were made to it during the .
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{ as one of our most sacyed feelings, we are
| not placed in bondage under its influence.
| When asked to abandon any practice held
i sacred by our Fathers, the request must not
i be readily complied with. We value, or at
least we ought to value it, because it was
 theirs, and especially so if they suffered much
! for holding it. We have the right, and we
_are in duty bound, when urged to do this, to
" demand reasons of a nature so convincing
that no doubt can remain for the necessity of
the change proposed. If we feel dissatisfied
with the course our Fathers pursued, and if
doubts arise in our minds that perhaps they
' were in error, then is it certainly our duty
carefully to examine for ourselves; but until
that examination results in the certain con-
viction that we cannot, consistently with our
! fidelity to Christ, follow any longer their be-
. lief or their practice, we are not justified in
i turning aside into any new paths. The old
! paths we are acquainted with. We know
| where they lead, and where they terminate.
;Our Fathers travelled these, and they have
i told us about them. We have a sense of
{ security while following after, but what the
| result of deviating into any by-path, to the
{ right or left, it is impossible to say until ex-
i perience has made it known. Thus we feel,
{ and should always feel, when any innovations
{ on our time-honored and hallowed Institu-
tions and modes of worship are proposed.
Before we move one step, or permit one pin
belonging to the tabernacle reared by our
Fathers to be removed, we should see, and
see clearly, an absolute necessity for the
change. No innovation in religious matters
can be viewed as among the things to be
regarded as indifferent. If no real necessity
exists for it, then it must proceed from the
spirit of speculation and a craving for novel-
ty; and when the Church has once admitted
this spirit into her counsels, the progress
may he rapid, but, there is much reason to
fear, that progress will be away from the
truth. This is the solemn fact and warning
recorded in the history of the past. Religion
and religious things are the great realities o
this world. E

Everything, there, is therefore
most serious, and every change, even the
least, may involve consequences of the most
solemn nature. The advocate of any inno-
vation, then, not only in doctrine, but even
in the smallest matters of form and order,
must be prepared with undoubted proofs
from God’s own Word, that, in the particular
groposed to be changed, we have hitherto
een in error, and that we cannot, witheut -
sin, any longer continue to believe and act
as we have done. These being our views o
what will constitute a sufficient reason for
any changes in any of the forms and modes
of ‘worship adopted by our Fathers, and es-
tablished by the long ‘and hallowed usage of
centuries, we feel justified in regarding with
anxiety, and some degree of fear, any at-
tempts to agitate for the reception of new

R
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forms. We would not wish blindly and ob-
stinately to persist in our old paths, but, as
the long and well-tried experience of the past
testifies to the certain fact that these same
old paths are very safe ones, we would be
chargeable with the most culpable infatuation
did we consent to deviate, without clear and
express warrant from scripture. It will be
my object, in this communication, to ascer-
tain whether there is any such warrant ex-
.pregsed or clearly implied in the Word of
od.
. Itis stated that instrumental music was
Interwoven with the whole worship of the
ancient Church for the space of fifteen hun-
dred years. I endeavored to shew, in my
former letter, that, were the fact as stated, it
Would be a sufficient reply that the dispensa-
_tlon under which such arrangement is said
to have existed, passed away, and has been
Succeeded by another, higher, nobler and
Tmore spiritual, and distinguished by the
Temoval of types and figures and shadows,
and by the simplicity and the directness of
18 worship and services. So great was the
thange thus introduced, that we find it fore-
told, in the remarkable words, * For, behold,
create new heaven and a new.earth, and
the former shall not be remembered nor come
mMto mind.” In expectation of this great
change, the Jews were accustomed to speak
of the times of the Messiah as * the world fo
fome.” It is certainly true that the estab-
lishment of the Gospel dispensation left un-
uched whatever was moral and of perma-
Rent validity under the former dispensation,
‘Ut instrumental music was not ameng the
‘t‘hlng! that could be placed under the term
Moral,” and to assert of it a permanent
‘Yw'}lldlty, is assuming the point in dispute.
€ possess, under the new dispensation, the
‘Substance of all the types, figures and sacri-
°e8 of the old, and we have, too, the prin-
Ciples which lay at the foundation of the
Modes of worship established in the Temple
"Orvice; but with these modes themselves,
:;.e ave just as much, and no more to do,
. D with the sacrifices. Both have passed
: ;'gy, and we have in their place a simple,
Plain gapq spiritual worship,—wanting, it is
¢, to the eyes of the world, the attractions
i the show which distinguished the Mosaic
vit“al’ but, to the eye ggmfaith, presenting
vi‘""B'f’ar more glorious and clear. This
ofew’ if correct, takes away the whole force
the (1 TRuments adduced by “ A. P.” from
g: Old Testament dispensation. These ar-
th:"ellf& are put with considerable skill, and
thi)’kseem not wanting in strength, but I
'!estg‘ they are vitiated by the defect that they
a2 @ foundation which, eighteen hundred
Rlory 180 gave way under the weight of
T that attended the Son of God when He
Bug' down to live and die in our fallen world,
» While we could safely take up our posi-

:i‘:l‘in ere, and reject the offer of instrumental

.

our worship as something foreign to !
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the nature of our dispensation, and therefore
inadmissible, it may be interesting, and af-
ford some degree of satisfaction, to enquire
to what extent the statement can be received
which asserts that for fifteen hundied yeors
it was interwoven with the whole worship of
the ancient Church. .

In order that there may be no misundes-
standing here, it may be necessary to know
precisely what s meant by the term * wor-
ship.” Divine worship is a term which, .if
taken in its gemeral and widest sense, may
be considered as of a very extended and
comprehensive signification. 1In a case like
the present dispute, there may be, therefore,
some danger, if not strictly defined, of its
being employed in a sense vague and indefi-
nite, and fitted to perplex, if not tn lead into
error. Inone sense, the whole wide creation
render praise: “The heavens declare His
glory.” The earth, too, with its varied sea-
sons and productions, and its myriads of
living creatures, joins in proclaiming its
Maker’s praise. Man-—alone possessed of
the faculties which enable him to know the
God who made and sustains him—is com-
manded to devote his whole being and life
and actions in rendering praise and promot-
ing the glory of his Creator. For this pur-

ose was he brought into the world, and this
18 the chief end of his being. Itis his rea-
sonable service. * Whether ye eat or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do all'to the glory of
God.” This certainly implies worship. "We
worship God in all the doings and actions in
which we sincerely desire to obey His will
and promote His glory. But-different from
this worship is that we render when we enter
the secret closet, when we surround the
family altar, and especially when we enter
the sanctuary—God’s own house, and where
His presence peculiarly dwells. On such
solemn occasions we are drawing nearer to
God, and He draws nigh unto us. My mean-

ing may perhaps be better understood by
referring to our relation to an earthly sove-
reign. - We serve and reverence such a sove-

reign when we aet with the spirit of loyal
subjects, and we render the just tribute of
honor when we hail the birthday of our
Prince with re]:oieings, and celebrate any
great event or victory, which exalts the glory
of the Throne, with processions and musie
and gladness; but while these things are
right and laudable on such occasions, and
would be very acceptable to our sovereign,
very different would our deportment require
to be, if invited by that sovereign to wait on
ber in her own royal chamber. We must
enter there, leaving behind all the noise and
bustle with which, while outside, we labored
to evince our loyalty, and, serious, silent and
awed, we will listen, and if we have requests
to make, it must be done with our own lips
and with words carefully chosen. Now, the
worship from whi¢h we would reject instru-
mental aid, is that in which we engage when
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‘invited by our Divine Sovereign to comeinto | true piety prevails, our processions and re-
His courts, the holy place separated from the | joicings and bands of music are as truly a

world, and convecrated as the presence-
ehamber of the Great King of all the earth.
On entering the scered portals, a voice is

‘heard by the sincere worshipper, *“ ‘Fhe Lord !

iv-in fls holy temple, let all the earth keep
silenice before Him.” Human inventions und
their melodies, howcever agrecable to the ear
of man, must there keep silent. The humun
"spirit-is now to com<«une with its Heavenly
Father, and ‘the feelings and wants and sor-
rows of that spirit can be expressed -only by
means of ithat faculty which God Himself
‘bestowed for that purpose.
inventions are here out of their proper place,
and all the individuals of the human race are
‘bere on aievel.

Having thus defined what we mean by the
term worship, in the question at present dis-
“eussed, we may glance atithe different passa-
ges which meet .us in the Old Testament
where instrumental musie is referred to.
With regard to the trumpets, it is scarcely
‘fiecessary to refer to them. They were used
in times of war, for the calling of assemblies,
and for intimating the beginning of their
feasts and the coming in of the new moon.
Their use is superseded in war by the drum
‘and the bagpipes; in the calling of assem-
-blies, by our church bells; and for the an-
nouncement of the new moon, by our zlman-
wea.  The first nstance in which we read of
‘instrumental music, is when, after the de-
‘liverance from the bondage of Egypt and
‘the cruel pursuit of Pharoah, Miriam took a
timbrel in her hand, and, followed by the
‘women, went out with timbrels and with
dances. I do not see anything here in com-
‘mon with, or resembling, our sanctuary wor-
‘ship, but the recognition of God and the
‘spirit of devotion and gratitude which, I
'believe, pervaded it. Any plain reader of
‘the Bible can judge the matter for himself.
Let him just imagine that he is standing, as
a spectator, in view of that scene. There has
just transpired a great national event—a
glorious deliverance, and that event and de-
liverance are celebrated with music and
dancing and great gladness. Thereisalarge
procession, there are musical instruments,
and at every pause their joy is expressed by
dancing. All this was very right, in the
circumstances; but had Miriam and her
friends brought their music and dancing into
the solemn worship of God, as above defined,
that worship wouFd be seriously disturbed,
and their conduct would not very easily be
held consistent with either piety or decorum,
Scenes like that of Miriam are, and have
been, common in all ages of the world. A
great deliverance, ‘any great national event,
and any great and decided victory. are always
celebrated in a simlar manner, yri.th feastings
and processions and great rejoicings. Here
we have musical instruments and dancing not
unfrequently, teo, and, 80 fur as the spirit of

worshipping of God as in the case of Miriam.
When the tidings of that most glorious of
Tngland’s victories reuched its great metro-
polis,and it was known that the dread tyrant

" of Kurope was prostrate at Waterloo, would
. there not ascend, with every boom of the

Human aids and !

cannon, and with every martial strain from
the bands of music that paraded the streets
of -London on that memorable night, fronr
the depths of many thousand christian hearts,
gratitude and praise the most fervent, the
purest and most unfeigned? lere was wor-
ship. It was, as'in the case of Miriam, the
celebration of a grezt national event aud »
glorious deliverance; and here we have, as
in that case, processions and musical instru-
ments. Acceptable to God was this public
expression of o nation’s gratitude, in so far
as that expression was a sincere and humble
recognition of His mighty arm, and proceed-
ed from the spirit of true devotion: but it
was worship not becoming the sanctuary. It
must remain outside the holy place. Among
all nations, such events were thus celebrated,
with processions and songs and rejoicings,
professedly in honor of the Deity, who gave
the deliverance or secured the victory. In
proud and pagan Rome, in Christian cities,
and in the straggling Indian village, you will
witness rejoicings and processions and in-
struments of music, when the arms of the
nation or the tribe have triumphed.

If I have succeeded in rendering the above
case clear and intelligible to- the reader, and
if T am correct in the views I bave given of
Miriam’s worship, it may save me the trouble
of referring particularly to the various other
occasions on which we find instrumental
music employed. It will be necessary merely
to point them out,—excepting one or twe
which may require a few remarks.

You will find musical instruments in the
hands of Jephthah’s daughter, when going
out to meet her father on his triumphant re-
turn from the war with the Ammonites ; when
David and Saul were returning from the war
with the Philistines, afler the death of Goliath ;
and again, when Jehoshaphat came back in
triumph after defeating the combined hosts
of Moab, Ammon and Seir. I need net
speak of these. Every reader can easily see
that musical instruments were then employ-
ed, as we and all other people still employ
them on such occasions. They.were employ-
ed in the expression of praise for the victory,
and with the strains otP the tabret there as-
cended the pure incense of praise frany the
pious and grateful heart; but did there not
ascend praise and gratitude as fervent from
the hearts of the brave defenders of Lucknow,
with the stirring and martial strains cf the
pibroch, as Sir Colin’s brigzade of heroes
marched the streeta of the now delivered
city? I doubt it not. I helicve that every
heart was stirred. to its deptlis, and that eve-
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Ty note of that martial music was accompa- -
hied by the utterance of a grateful spirit.
ut, however much this might be so on that
and all such occasions, no argument would
e found in it for the employment of the -
?ibroch in the service of the sanctuery. The
stance in David’s history, when the Ark of |
the Covenant was being brought to the place !
et apart for it in the royal city, seems to
iffer somewhat from the cases I have already .
Mentioned, but in reality it is of the same
character. The day of the Ark’s restoration '
Yas a memorable day in the history of Israel. .
'he sacred symbol of God’s presence and
Protection had. been wrested from them by |
the hands of the uncircumcised. They saw |
;b at length restored, and about to be placed
In the city of their solemnities. To David, |
end to every pious heart in Israel, this was

harps, and with the hynmis of David, and the
hymns of Gad the king’s prophet, and of
Nathan the king’s prophet; for David seng
the praises of the Lord his God, as from the
mouth of his prophet.” For the words,
* musical instruments of God,” which occur
in the 42nd verse of the 16th-chapter of first
Chronicles, in the Septuagint we have the
expression, * songs of God”; and in the
Syriac the reading of that verse is, “ These
were upright men, who did not sing unto
God with instruments of music, nor with
drums, nor lestra, nor with straight nor crook-
ed pipes, nor with cymbals, but they sang
before the Lord Almighty with a joyous
mouth, and with a pure and holy prayer, and
with innocence and integrity.” ~ ‘[he Arabie
gives nearly the same reading. If it could
- be made certain that this is the correct read+

h event greater and wore gladdening than i ing, there would be nothing left to express 8
the greatest victory, and hence it was cele- ! divine sanction. _There would only remain
Fated with more than usual rejoicings. Thus ; the fact that David and Hezekiah afterwards
%, and in all these instances, there is no ! appointed instruments to sing in the hol
Proof, nor any intimation, expressed or im- : place; and it must be observed that in these

lied, that instrumental music was at all used :
the worship of God, strictly so called, viz., |
the sanctuary worship. If thus employed, it |
Was subsequent to the period here referred |
It is true that David invented instru- ;
Ments of music, and it cannot be denied that,
under his direction, they appear to have been
more largely employed ; and further, that he
Was commanded to do so by Gad and Nathan

the prophets, *“For so,” it is added, * was i

e commandment of the Lord by His pro-
Phets.” This passage, and another, nearly to
€ same import, are found in the Books of
onicles. , The one which I have partly |
Quoted is in second Chronicles, 29th chapter |
and 25¢h verse. The other passage, which |
Seems to support the one quoted from, is in
first Chronicles, 16th chapter and 42d verse.
.aere we have the remarkable words, *mu-
Meal instruments of God.” Remove these
W0 passages, and, 8o far as I can remember, i
there ig nothing left to sustain the assertion |
at instrumentgl music was used at all, but |
ely, as I hate stated, on joyous occasions,
20d, as I have shewn, they still continue to
be ugeq, The above two passages seem to
Tove that instrumentul music had, at this
period of Israel’s history, the sanction of
od’s command. But, when these passages
quoted, it should not be concealed that
:hey are hoth disputed passages, and that
;’“_’e of the most ancient versions give an
‘“‘{'Ely different reading. Two of the most
b!“’lem versions are the Syriac and the Arva-
', and. their authority is allowed, by the
8t learned and eminent Bible critics, o
re. nd very high ;- especially is this se with
voard to the Syriac version. For the 25th
icﬁme of the 20th chapter of second Chron-
+©8, above referred to, both these versions
&lve the following reading: * Hezekiah ap.
};9’“"?‘1 the Levites in the house of the Lorq,
"% instruments of music and the sound of

k

two cases, and the one which occurred in the
days of Solomon, this reference to instru-
mental music is in connection with great and
very important national events. In David’s
case, it was when he brought up the Ark ; in
Solomon’s, it was at the dedication of the
Temple; and in Hezekiah's case, it was when
the same Temple, polluted by idolatry, was
})uriﬁed and restored to its proper services.

t was a time of great rejoicings. We read,
3o there was great joy in Jerusalem; for
since the time of Solomon the son of David,
king of Israel, there was not the like in Jo<
rusalem.” The same is true, likewise, of the
oceasion in which we find instrumental musie
in the days of Nehemiah. It was after the
walls of Jerusalem were re-built and finished.
It was a day of gladness. 'Fhe assembled
multitudes witnessed the greatest event of
their lives. The holy city is again restored.
This event is celebrated with processions
round the now finished walls, and, as we might

 expect, there were thanksgivings and singing

and musical instruments.

We thus see that, in every case where
mention is made of instrumental music, it is
in connection with remarkable and extraor
dinary occurrences. I do not remember an
exception to this. If ever used in the ordi-
nary worship of Israel, it is a fact of which
we have no intimation ; and if the reading of
the Syriac and Arabic be the correet one, the
countenance of a divine sanction is entirely
taken away. Our version is certainly one of
the best, and perhaps as near perfection as the
work of men can be; but no work of man is
perfect, and I do think that the adqption of
the reading given by the above versions, fer
the two verses in question, would remove o
difficulty, and render it more clearly consis-
tent with the rest of scripture.  No man can
read the establishment of the Mosaie econo-
my withcut being struck with wonder at the
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miunuteness of detail with which all the small-
est particulars in the rites, ceremonies and
mode of worship are described. The very
dress of the priests, the number of bells, the
washings and the times of changing their
garments, and even the manner in which they
would ascend to the altar, are all minutely
detailed. If instrumental music was neces-
sary in the worship of the sanctuary, how did
it happen that there is not one allusion to it,
much less a command to enjoin it? If not
necessary then, it is impossible to conceive '
what could render it so while the same dis- !
pensation remained unchanged. We believe |
the instiutions under that dispensation were |
fully laid down by Moses from the mouth of :
God, and that its modes of worship were !
established to remain unchanged until the!
new dispensation would be ushered in. This
was the case with regard to every other par-
ticular of that economy. Every rite and
washing and ceremony and sacrifice remain-
ed, as the directions from God at first estab-
lished them. There was nothing added or
taken from them until, at the great
change, they passed away. It is, indeed, !
difficult to understand that it would be other-
wise with the directions for praise, and that
here a defect would be found which would
require, long aftérwards, a new command
introducing a new and foreign element. This
certainly presents a difficulty, and that diffi-
culty is very materially increased that David,
instead of being commended for obeying this
command, is reproved, or at least his inven-
tions in music are spoken of reprovingly, and
a woe is denounced agéinst those who will
imitate him. The reader will find this in the
prophecy of Amos, tth ehapter, and 1st to
the €th verse. There you will see instru-:
mental music in very suspicious company.
David, from motives of piety, and from the
fervor of his religious zeal, was led to this,
but the excellence of his motives did not
render his doings infallible, and we find that
those who followed his steps, in this particu-
lar, are severely reproved. Now, I cannot
see how this fact, together with the consider-
ations drawn from the minuteness and per-
fection of the first establishment of the econo-
my,can be easily reconciled with the statement
that he was divinely directed in the matter.
The other reading saves from all this diff-
culty, and the authority for that reading is
of a very high character.

From the foregoing remarks, I think I
have made it clear to my readers that
wherever instrumental music is mentioned,
it is in connection with great national events,
and, of these events, that there are only
three ‘ccoasions on which instruments were
‘employed in or around the sanctuary; and
we have seen, also, that the two passages
which seem to give a divine sanction are
included in the very small number of the
verses in our version which are disputed.

These statements, if correct, render the sup-
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port of the Old Testament ‘to instrumental
music very small indeed, and very frail. Al-
lowing that David was enjoined to employ
instrumental music when the Ark was brought
up—and this is the only case specified—it
would afford no proof whatever that such was
used in the ordinary services.

We shall now look for a moment to the
latter part of the Jewish history. After their
return from the captivity, we find instru-
mental music mentioned, but it is only once
—at the dedication of the walls of Jerusalem,
in the days of Nehemiah, as already stated.
This scene ends the history of instrumental
music. The last sounds of the timbrel and
the harp die away and fade in the distance
with the closing of that day’s rejoicings. We
do not read again of public processions and
great national rejoicings, nor do we read of
musical instruments or dancing. How is
this to be accounted for? They continued
to worship God. They had their temple and
their synagogue services ; and if instrumental
music had been interwoven with their whole
worship, it must have been continued. But,
if continued, it is difficult to account for the
fact that we do not meet with some slight
meution of, or allusion to it. It seems to me
the reason is very plain. It was in connec-
tion with great events, victories and rejoic-
ings, the tabret and cymbal and the harp
formerly appeared ; but now the Jews had no
celebrations like these to make. There were
no more great victories over the nations, nor
great warriors like David to render mighty
kingdoms tributary. It was henceforth a
struggle for existence, and their victories
consisted only in sometimes successfully re-
pelling the invader. They were, for the most,
tributary to Syria, Egypt or Rome. This
fact appears to me very strongly to favor the
views above given, of the use made of in-
strumental music in their past history. There
still continued the same mode of celebrating
joyous events, but this was confined to indi-
viduals and families. The cripple healed by
Peter, when restored to strength, testified his
joy and gratitude by leaping and praising
God. In'the tparable of the Prodigal Son we
have a case of family rejoicing, and there is
music and dancing. e thus see that in-
strumental music was used in ancient times,
for the most part, as it is still used—on
Joyous occasions, and to celebrate great
events and victories. In the New Testament
there is not one allusion to countenance such
In the sanctuary.

This article is longer than I intended. I
may, perhaps, make some further remarks, if
I find it necessary. AL NSL.

—-o————-
The Organ.
A great deal has of late been said and

W‘ritton with respeet to the use of instrument-
4 music in public worship; and, notwith
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Btanding all that has been said pro and con
on the subject, it appears that the question
18 just as far from being settled as ever,
*oud men have differed, and good wen will
iffer ; and there is no department in which
80od men have differed more widely than in
their interpretation of some passages of Serip-
ture ; and we cannot help thicking but that,
U the arguments for and against the use of
Ustrumerntal music had been taken up, not
“’pnn scripture grounds, but on the ground
O expediency, a more satisfactory solution
Wight have been arrived at. The difficulty
12 dealing with the scriptural argument arises
from the fact that the Apostolic Church was
& persecuted and an unsettled one. Nowhere
Was the Chureh coneolidated into what we
Understand by * fixed congregations,”—a few
re, and a few there, worshipping, some-
limes in the Jews’ synagogue, and at other
limes in private houses. There is neither
Precept nor example left us on record by
which to determins the mode in which public
Yorship has been conducted; and we are
herefore left in total ignorance of how much
9the ancient ritual was incerporated with
® new. We know the Psalms of David
“ere put to musie, and sang with the voice
3companied by instruments in the temple
Morship ; and we know, also, that Paul en-
Joins the singing of ¢ psalms and hymns and
$iritual songs,” as a christian duty, at all
S¥ents in their privale devotions ; but there
 nothing distinetly suid, in the New Testa-
Went, of the manner of conducting praises in
Public worship, It is only by inference, and
fom the nature of things, that our authority
" derived for the use of any sort of musi in
Public worship—and let it be remembered
8L this inference is mainly drawn from the
2ncient Jewish worship—and as the New
®8lament is silent on the mode in which
Dublic praises were condusted in the early
tistian Church, we need not be surprised
nd many of the Evangelical Churches
%Pying much afier the pattern of the Temple
orship. Not only the Episcopal Churches,
U algo the plain and modest Metbodists
i aptists, and many Presbyterians, have
rodueed instrumental music into the ser-
tac ! Of the sanctuary ; and those who con-
for the symbolical nature of the temple
Tship, are certainly bound, we think, to
.y"'» Wwhat it was that the temple praises did
,.ﬂ?"hze.‘ Prayer and praise are the natu-
ung Teathings of the redeemed soul, as well
ande." the old as under the new dispensation,
car ':' ever will be so until the redeemed on
deel shall join the holy tompany of the re-
enied in heaven, whose occupation, as it is
p,“’l?*'ented to us, is to be “singing the
*s“r“” of the Lamb upon golden harps.”
\xriey It can be no great departure from
te ¢t orthodoxy 1o use an instrument in the
wep ble on earth, which the Holy-Spirit repre. !
ting employed in the Heavenly :
Tt will be seid that 1ke repsesenta. |

.
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tion in the Apocalypse is to be understood
figuratively—and so we do understand it. But
suppose we take it literally : whatthen? We
do not know. Neither do you! The accom-
paniment of instruments with the human
voice adds not to the spiritualily of the
praise. No one contends that it does. Nei-
ther does the accompanimert of bass or tenor.
The spirituality of the praises depends upon
a power altogether extraneous to and beyond
human effort; nevertheless, who will deny
the power of sweet and solemn melody in
soothing down the rough asperities of the
human spirit? Yet, to say that the use of
instrumental music in the praises of the
sanctuary is founded on equal authority with
the institution of the Sabbath, were surely a
great error.  The institution of the Sabbath
is embodied in the moral Jaw—has all the
sanclion of the ancient ritual, and pervades
the whole spirit ot the new dispensation.
Nor do we think it less erroneous to assert
that polygamy has equal sanction from serip-
ture that instrumental music has. Those
who say this must first prove that the Psalms
of David are entitled to no authority in such
matters. Polygamy was only a folerated
evil under the olq dispensation; it has not
the sanction of a single precept in the Old
Testament, and it is utterly repudiated in the
New; while the use of instrumental music,
on the other hand (unless we ignore the
Book of Psalms as an inspired bock), in
public worship, is commanded over and over :
and we have a right to assume, until the
contrary be n:ade to appear, that it was also
used in the early Christian Church. Those
who say otherwise are bound to shew the
prokibitory statute. )

. The ery raised about *innovations,” al-
though a very formlduble and portentious
word, is, nevertheless, to our mind, a very
senseless cry.  Changes have been insensibly
creeping into our mode of public worship.
Choir siaging, in the sense in which the word
is being now applied, is an innovation on the
old-fashioned precentor and the single air.
To many Gaelic congregations, some time
ago, choir singing would b an intolerable
abomination ; and then, there is the innova-
tion on the ancient and solemn manner of
administering the ordinance of the “ Lord’s
Supper.” The decently covered table, with "
its decorous furnishings, has disappeared
fram many of our congregations, and now the
sacred elements are served mueh in the same
way that coffee or tea is served at our
fashionable soirees, In some other congre-
gations, the people attend church in the
forenoon of the communien Sahbath, go home
for their dinners or for anything else they gee
fit, and come out in the afternoon to partake of
the consecrated elements, And what do you
say of the disuse of the grand old Scoriish
version of the Psalms of David in our public
worship, and substituting the light ang ¢y.
perficiul sohgs of Watts in their place ?
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Would not our covenanting forefathers be
more shocked at seeing these innovafions,
thiuk vou, than at hearing the melody of the
harp or the organ wmingling with the voices
of tha worshippera?

While, however, the scriptural argument .
aguinst the use of instrumental music in
public worsh:ip is, in our opinion, alt?gether
untenable, yet much in every way might be
»aid on the side of expediency and uniformity.
The apostle could say, ** All things are lawful
for me, but all things are not expedient.”
And the same apostle says, in another place,
«{f meat make my hrother to offend, 1 will
eat no meat while the world stand:.”  Aside
wltogether from the well known aversion of
Scottish Preshyterians generally to the use
wf instrumental music in public worship, we
think it would be exceedingly offensive to
most of our congregations should the attempt
be made to intredace the practice in this
country. It is right to place the argument
on its proper hasis,andl remove unjust preju-
dices, as far as pessible} at the same time,
we ourselves would give our unqualified op-
position to the introluttion of instrumental
wusic into the church in which we worship.
And that which we would dislike in our own
church, we would be sorry to see in any other
shurch connected with our Body. When we
chance to attend worship in churches not of
eur connection, we are prepared to see things
to which we are not accustomed, and there-
fore it would be wrong and umensonable in
us to tuke offence ; but i1 is quite a different
matter if we meet with these things in church-
os connected with our own Body. In the
latter case, we feel uneasy and dissatisfied ;
and, as we are so much the creatures of our
wenses, whatever it he that disturbs our men-
12l equillibrium is sure to unfit us for deriv-
fag much benefit, let the services, in other
respects, be ever so effective. The introdue-
tion of things quite innocent in themselves
into our mode of worship, may become the
means of working much mischief, and of de-
stroying the harmony of the whole Chureh.
Ancient customs, made venerable by the
usage of ages, and endeared to us by the so-
jemn sanctios of the Church of our forefathers,
as well as by our own earliest associations,
should, we humbly think, be touched with
the extremest caution. And we say thus, not
mote of the introduction of musical instru-
ments than of those other changes which are

eroeping into our Church gervices.

1. M'K.
RS, B,
What Christianity has done in Ja-
maica.

The Rev. Mr. East, of Jamaica, contrasts
as follows the condition of that lsland 50
years ago with what it is at the present time:

1. Fifty years ago Jamnica was, with very

limited exceptious, a very Sodom of iniquity.
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All classes were addicted to moat shameless
profligacy. Marriage in many districts was
hardly known, and on some estates was ab-
solutely prehibited. We have much to mourn
over still; but how great the suvcial change
which has come over the land! Now eoneu-
hinage amongst what ure ealled the respecta-
ble class, is becoming hranded as dishonora-
ble, and marringe is beeoming the rule ; while
family ties, and the hallewed associations of
hume, are inducing an improved social mor-
ality in ather respects. :

2. Fifty years ago, 300.000 out of 350,000
of the population were down-trodden and op-
pressed under the iren foot of slavery, and
men and women were driven to the fleld, and
forced to their unrequited tasks like beasts
of burden; and often flogged and tortured:
with relentiess eruelty on the most frivolous
pretences. Now, for six and twenty years
the booa of liberty has been enjoved, so thav
four-fifths of our present population can say,
they never were in bondage to any man,

3. Fifty years ago, the masses of the peo.
ple weré sunk inthe grossest abomirationa
of African superstition; to the great masses
of them there were no Bibles, no Sehbaths,
ne schools ; and some of thé professed minis~
ters of religien were ameng the most profli-
gate and abandoned of the ¢emmunity. ~ How
changed the atate of things now! We have,
superstition, and ignorance, and irreligion
enough still. But, biessed b# God, we have
no longer a heathen community. Too many
profane God’s holy dey in idleness, and sloth,
and dissipation ; and very many keep Sabbath
only onee in fourteen instead of once in se-
ven days. But now the Christian Sabhathk
is an institution everywhere acknowledged,
and with more or less rigidness ohserved.
Places of Christian worship oecupy not only
our towns, but lifr up their bead in almost
every mountain village and distriet of the
land; so that the public means of grace are
brought within reach of nearly the whole po-
pulation. And every christian denomination
has a goodly band of faithful, hard-working,
godly ministers, who watch for souls, as those
who must give account unto God. Jamaics
is not paradise; its inhabitants are not an-
gels ; iniquity still abounds; the love of many
waxes eold ; and many walk, of whom your
pastor tells you often, that they are the en-
mies of the cross of Christ. But we bless God
Jamaica is not what she once was—a slave”
cursed sink of abomination.

— ()

India.

IN a series of articles, I have been pointing
out the various independent testimonies that
prove the reality and the extent of the socials
moral, and religious changes that are no¥
taking place in India. The dreary monotony
is being subjected to living influences from
many quarters, and there can be Hitle doud}

A
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&“ Hinduism is breaking up. We are apt
.or%k chiefly at the results of missionary
Repe’ UL I am persuaded that every year;
2 C;,’"‘})’ be expected from the patronage of |
o Tistian government, as it is able to act
‘ndl teale that no private society can parallel, ;
\ n'PPeal to persens over whom the mis- |
it + 37 can have no influence. For example,
“'" been long felt that one of the best |

‘o“i“ of elevating the whole people of India |
cu) d he. to aducate the womsen, but the dif- |

iim“"ﬂ in the way are so very great that!
e has been done by any missionary |
ph‘nc"- Orphan girls are educated in os-
pea:“89!~chieﬂy through the aid of Euro-
g 214 Americar Sabbath Schools, but the
et 80 reached may be counted by hun-

By, '3 and what are they among so many ?
w? from one of the letters of the Times’
of :Hua correspondent, we get & specimen
Ay % was accomplished simply through the
-Q"’e of a wise and Christian officiai, t.he

oy \thane Governor of the Punjaub. The

®Spondent writes as follows :—

“
ltﬁh‘e efforts ot some of the best fricnds the
oy, ¥es have had. have long been directed to the
of “a%on of their wives and daughters. The lot
l\u: Woman .n India is pretty much that which
Wt her sex throughout the Bast. 3he is to
Wity yoF * slave, and to the rich a toy, crushed
Vigg }""dﬂlips in the one case, brutalized and
hoth"‘i,ed in the other, and equally degraded in
tage:. The majority of the wealthy matives will
N :'" long time to fnd out that a woman really
h,,“"‘ le of neing instructed. Their belicl in
\qn Wental inferiority is perfectly siacere and
“neu. Her mind is 2 blank upon which nothing
by eVer be written. Circumstances have driven
Re); into 3 gtate which almost justifies such a
‘ithﬂ' Utterly ignorant of all things, she sits
LT her vacant companions, withouta thought
Ve the ;evel of bratal life, and learns to

A .
‘l:{)hl.‘e herself at her lord and master’'s own
'luua“““- Of late years, a slow, thin stream of
ser has found its way into this reck, and pro-
h,“ to split it intwain. Itis curious to consi-
¥, ¥hat will be the effects of the educational
erct. NOW being made all over the_country.
arc® in Bengal, many excellent English ladies
the ?’gaged in visiting Zenanas, and teaching
he) Thabitants, but as & rule the natives do not
"h?'w‘th their money. They are ¢ontent to re-
‘nli'i Passive spectators. The rich Bengallee,
hig ¢ the Parsee, is satisfied when he has buried
Ye| Money jn a tank, or built a ghat. He will
Qiffe. O 1o good work if ke can avoid it. It is
M Te™ in the Punjaub, and T have before me a
’li:;“e by the Lieutenant-Governor, which sup-
b w\" cuvious and as intecestingan illustration
tay, 2t can be dome among the Sikhs, as one
ol Well meet with. In February last year, Sir
Rim "t Montgomery invited the Sirdars to meet
Sup o R0 educational Durbar, and there pointed
wor o, them the importance of educating their
'end"" Ameng his auditors was the most reve-
Siy hG°°"°° in all the Pupjaub, Baba Khem
Nﬁg > & lineal descendant of the great Laba
Satablie _That man has since been the means of
deg 3.5Ning 75 female schools in the Rawul Pin-
g o oM and Gujerat districta—s0 earnestly
8k 2ke up the work. His influence over the
de P‘: 18 immense in these districts, and the way
waf "t Vailed on them to forsake their prejudices
\“enlte English in ite character. He called a

g at Lahore, aud talked thew out of their

HE

own views into adopting Ris own. They could
not resist the great Goorao. Hisspeech is in it-
self remarkable. He told them that Guorow
Nanuk enjoined upon the rightenus the nesessity
of acquiring knowledge, and this could only be
done by an acquaintance with letters. * And
siuce,” said he,—

1Yt is for this reason most essential for al?

{ men tn learn to read, it s desirable that they
l should do so in their childhond ; and hence it ie-

incumbent on all parents, so far as thoy ere-able,
to have their childrea edueated. Now itis obvie
ous that parents love their daughters as dearly
as they do their sons, and therefore it follows
that they ought to teach them =lso.” o

« 8ir Robert Mentgomery’s plan he likened to
a ‘ship laden with virtues,” ‘ amd whoeves holps
it on its way or gives it his aid, him Gooroo Na-
nuk will biess i this world and the next. and
grant forgiveness of Nis sins.” The old Sikh con-
cluded in these words :—

“ <] am well assured that you also will, witk
ready zeal. turn vour thoughts to this matter,
and then the wise Gooroo will bestow on you
bleesings in this world and the next. If thers
were any Warme in this, be assured that I would
not adviseit.  'With all nrv heart I wish the good
of you nnd your deseendants. Consider that in
former days amd in your own families this cus~
tom prevailed ’ . .

¢ Sir Robert Montgamery is now able to state
that there are ahout 9.000 girls under instrue-
ticn. Before hie mrade this attempt 30 extend the
work, there were only about 1,500, Itcan scarce-
ly be raid that the Governinent of this eountsy is
not doing its daty in stiiving to raise the poorer
classes of the people from the quagmires of ignor-
ance and misery fnr which for generations they:
have been suak.”™

P e
Spain.

1r there is ony one country. in particular
of whieh tae general Protestant mind is
willing to believe anything- that is intolerant,
retrograde, and hovelessly bsd, that eountry
is Spain.  All the patent fucts.of'its modern
history have eanapired to prodice this state
of feelity. From the expulsion of the Moors
to the expulsion of Matamoras, it seems 1o
have gone steadily- on in a way not good.
MeCrie’s Histary of the Reformation in Spain
aggravated this feeling by showing what a
hold the teaching of Luther and the other
Reformers of the 16th century bhad taken on
the noblest and most ntelligent Spaniards,
and that Spain had thus been within an ace
of becoming Protestant. Even altheugh we
fought for her all through the Peninsulac
campaigns, no reab alliance ever took place.
We fought, net because we loved Spain, but
beeause we hated France. Aund since 1812,
no pert of her history that is generally knows
haa eniitled her to our sympathy or respeet.
Civil eonvulsions, centinually recurring spas.
modic politieal changes, repudiation of debt,
general torpor of intelleot, religious intoler-
anee, and vain attempts to obtain recognition
as & Great Pwer, are the only ideas connect-
ed with Spain ia the ‘minds of most- men jn
Britain and America.

In making such an estimate, wo do Spain
great injustiee. Lt is toue that she has had
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three Constitutions within half a century=—
that of 1812, that of 1837, and that of 1845,
the last of which is the least liberal of the
three, and the one now in force; and that
within the same time she has had plots, in-
trigues, coups d’etat, civil wars, and changes
of administration without number. But it
is also true that all this strife has developed
the germs of a sound and a growing Consti-
tutional life, and that now the power of the
Crown and the power of the Priesthood are
less dangerous, because weaker, than they
ever were before, while the Press is more
free than it is in France. The exports and
imports have quadrupled within the last
twenty years, and the priests have decreased
in influence to perhaps one-fourth of what
they formerly enjoyed, and in numbers to, I
think, one-half. Monasteries have been
broken up, immense tracts of Church lands
have been secularized, railroads—some of
which are the proudest monuments of engi-
neering skill and daring in Europe—now
connect the principal cities, and the industry
of the people has been quickened toa re-
markable extent. It is true that the state of
education is far from satisfactory, thet the
mass of the people is ignorant and supersti-
tious, and tha: the law does not recognize the
liberty of religious worship. ~ But great pro-
gress is being made in these respects, which
18 all the more gratifying because it is due to
home causes, especially to an improved and
improving public spirit. The North British
Review for February, 1865, in an article on
Spain which has suggested this notice, gives
interesting statistics on the educativnal pro-
gress which has been made in a quarter of a

century. In 1832, there were in Spain only !

700 schools. In 1851, there were——

17,009 boys’ schools, attended by 626,882 pupils.
§.021 girls’ schools, “ 201,202
287 Asylums,

“ o

11,100

- ————

‘Total, 839,182

In 1861 the number of scholars had risen
10 1,046,558, and the proportion of girls to
boys had increased from the ratio of three to
nine to the ratio of four to nine,

As to the influence of the clergy, the N. B.
Review cites the Evidence of a book written
by some English Puseyites in 1851, entitled
s The Practical Working of the Church in
Spain.’ *'They thought that they were
about to vieit ¢ a land of happy peasants, all
holy monks, all holy priests, holy everybody,’
and great, accordingly, was their consterna-
tion when they found ceremonies profaned,
confession laughed at, and the clergy despised,
The priests candidly confessed that they had
fost their hold over the middle class, or, to
use their own peculiar diction, that * ¥ it was
not for the poor, there would be no worship
‘of God in the land.’ Sometimes when o
sermon of an exceptionally stariling kind
woke up the alumbering consciences of the
nasses, the ancient fanaticism flared up agoin
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in a ghastly way : but it was a mere momen¥
ary revival, and things scon returned to the

accustomed course.” Ou the other had

the creed of the bulk of the educated class®’
is gretty much what it is with the Fren¢

and Ttalian middle class—pure indifferentis®
as to doctrine, along with a general aceep¥’
ance of the moral teaching of the Gospe*
They cannot reverence a clergy they despise’
they cannot accept dogmas against whi

reason revolts: and yet nothing hetter h#
been offered to them; and, as Spaniard®
they will never accept an imitation at secon

hand of British Frotestantism, Still, 10
nation can exist without a faith ; and if th®
old faith has died out, we may with certaint!
look for some other, and we hope a better,
tuke ite place. And it is cheering, therefor®
to leare: from the Noith British reviewer th#h
“a beginning is made, and that there ar
Spandiards who are as enlightened in the#
great matters, and earnest, as the be#
amongst ourselves, ard that one or other of
the forms of pure Christianity which, unde®
various names and with differences more o
less marked, but not of vital importance, a7*
becoming the creed of most thinking men i#
the countries of Europe generally recogniz

as progressive, will inost certainly, before tb

end of this century, have great influence i
rapidly reviving Spain.”

work of Reform to the Spaniards themselve®
inasmuch as it will be retarded by any intet”
ference on the part of the British Gover?
went or the British Churches, And we 89
net wonder that this should be so. If Franc®
held by force Berwick-on-T'weed or Plymoulh'
French priests or French gold would not 47
much to aid the spread of Romanism i
Britaiv. Scotland spurned Prelacy, perbsp?
not 8o much because it was Prelacy, as b€

cause. it was Kaglish; and “so0 long as #* !

hold Gibraltar, the Spaniards will be apt $
look with suspicion on everything which
a pecuiiar British color.”

In the meartime, although the established
religion of Spain is the Roman Catholic. snd
the Government will tolerate no open assaults
upon it, we believe that there is little dang®f
of a persecuting policy ever again beid
adopted, and that Protestants have little 1
fear, unless they challenge the interfarence of
the police. Ideas find their way even whe
hooks are prokibited; and we believe thst
Spain,—according to Mr. Buckle, * the so

| representative now remaining of the feeliug?

and knowledge of the Middle Ages,”—capn®
remain isolated from tkat atmosphere of fre®
inquiry and moral and spiritual agreemen®
which'is the condition aund guarantee of EW*
ropean civilization, G.
I, S——

1r good people would but make goodnet®
agreeable, and smile instead of frown in t
virtue, how many would they win te t
good cause.

A

But, at the sam? ;
! time, he warns us very decidedly to leave thi®

L e R —————r




IN NOoVA SCOTIA AND THE ADIOINING PROVINCES. 118

The Church of Scotland and Her ;advanced the Church to suchan unprecedent-

Accusers. { ed condition of intelligence and patient unan-

- imity. Surely there need not have been so

‘A ( Continued.) much dread of licentiates coming up among
“"OTHER accusation brought against the ' such a sodiety.

wor Ch 0f Scotland, and circulated with a zeal ! But, what has been the actual state of our

ofg Y of a Letter cause, is, that ** the Church | Church with regard ta this matter, since 1843,

tland denies her people a voice in the | and since the passing of the much defamed

(h‘""hem of her ministers.” But what are Lord Aberdeen’s bill, which defines, as wa~

Ungpi Ct8 of the case? In a “statement,”’ desired by the 'Protesturs bafore leaving the

the "G‘mously agreed to by the Committee of | Church,~~which defines the power of the peén=

torgy theral Assembly, in 1839, while those | ple to accept or reject a presentee? The
e

of the ©* evangelical party” held the reins | Iistablished Charebh is, in fact, as regards giv-

min'!"“’", in the * Act anent the calling of | ing heed to the voice of the people, in the
I8te

“

r8,” is found the following declaration: | very pusilim} in which the N')n-lmrun‘iuu
'lee Necessity of passing the recent Act of ' Committee, including some of the leading
rep :nhly did wot arise from any doubt in | protestors, had very nearly placed her, in
o 2d to the power of the Church to give ef- 1841, though they s;v?edl.ly. for some reason
olg 0 the will of the people, according to the | unknown, changed their minds, and denounced
Yaga OP8titutional ‘method, but from the re- | the very measure they had been pleased o
the o0 Which, in practice, had otcurred in (‘h{ll’:ﬂntl:'t:lSB a3 a * great boon.” Prekeln{ees
Ut urch’s exercise of that power.” ‘This or licentiates have heen repea}edly set :m'dv,
u , Ment may be found in full at the close of | in deference to the representations ot reclaim-
2 Amphiet published by Dr. Candlish, the | ing parishes.  ‘This hos been done without

diy, Year, and while the subject had yet been | any ohjections being broonght against the pre-

thy *8ed with more calmness wug fairness | sentees, on the ground of deficient learning, -

Plaj “!hﬂequently. The evil here, it is very | unsound doetiine, immoral life,~it has been

g ' 18 ascribed to the rulers in the Church, [done simply because the people set their -

C‘\u "0t ‘to the law or constitution of the | hearts on another, even when the presentee
foq h. The Veto Act, too, whose main | wasdeclared by the General Assembly worthy

the 7@ €onsisted in giving absolute power to ! of any charge in Scotland. This fas been -

tayg OPle of rejecting a presentee, without | done without any distarbance or interference
e 9’;"'9 any reasons, proved that the peo-! by the Civil Courts, and contrary to the re-
1

h i“g to the past understood law and | parts of Scotlaud, that forced settlements
in, 1€ of the Chureh, to declure this voice | would nzcessarily be the rule, afier abandon-
the slonal aecents.  Nor did Dr. Chalmers, ing the Veto Act. This has become matter
it g¢ 'roducer of this Act, originally regard | of history. No one will now dere proclaim
tupy 2 CFIDtural authority, but rather a mea- | to the contrary, in any part of the world, un-
togq,,. eXpediency, for he himself candidly | less be wishes to palm what is false on a peo-
it "'*{ that, had he foreseen the evil which | ple who have not the opportunity of learning
it, ?s}oned, he should not have introduced | the real and well-known facts and occurrences
frop 118 act had no countenance, whatever, | in our Chureh.

h“M: e eonstitution or practice of the| But, how has the Free Church carried ont
li‘n,p]° of Scotland. Never, until 1834, had | the principle of the Veto Act? Have they
& 18sents, witkout accompanying rea- | acted on the principle of giving the male com-
qm;‘ *en recognized by the Church as dis- | municants arbitrary power in this matter, and
lrig) DR & Presentee from being taken on which some advocated with as much zeal as
thay h’ th.e Presbytery. And, let it be noted | if it were a clear law of the deealogue? or,
tugy, 134 it been safe, at this time, to entrust | have they any law on the sabject? One and

tion.'. %lute power to the many congrega- all of these questions may be answered in the
po“i‘)‘ln the Scottish establishment, it is im- simple negative. That for which they stoutly

“oung ® to adduce a stronger testimony tothe | contended in the Establishment, was faund
1 o, "®*8 of teecnings and diseipline secured | to suit better for declamation, than for being
the u: TCOple up to that period. Were even | practiced. And, we are pretuy sure that, had
thej, Ale commanicants everywhere to give | they tried an experiment of the popular voive
top,, 'ITe8ponsible decision, and were the | in' the States of America, or even in the
“’ide Mnmpieam. everywhere willing to! Colonies, for some months, before resigning
sﬁhlt cubmluively by that decision, it is dif- | their independent position,—such "as they
ut'ed 0 88y who, in all the parishes, are en- may never hope to recover,—they would have
Mupjq. the highest praise;—the non-com-| preached less on the suhject. They did not
tiay Sants, whe calinly show so much Cnris- | exist long as a Church, in their new position,
30 g, N arance in a matter in which they are | until they found that they could not satiufv
L} Pary 'Y Interested, and not allowed to take the raised expectations of the people. 'I',
wi.dolns the communicants, whose superior | give ore instance, of many, In l[’{e l’resby.
tog o and diseretion is so generally admit- | tery of Aberdeen, when the peeple insisted to

" their apiritual teachers, who have | have their choice in & certain parish, in oppa-

.

& voice, but that it was necessary, | presentations industriously ecircula‘ed in alt *
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sition to the judgment of the Presbytery, the | time, or in the Apostolic Church, to jndulf,
Jate Dr. Murray declared in open court, that | such finical nctions about the externals o |

it was contrary to Preshyterial order, toailow | pulpit appearinces in our freeness of uv
the people 1o dictate to the court.  However, | terasice and  exceileney of speech, neithef
when it was found the people maintained that | Moses nor Paul would have been countena®
they were denied that for which *hey were led | ced by many congregations, and it would

out of the Church,—a voice in the election of |
8 minister, and that they wonld return to the |
Church they left, were this denied them,— |
rather than this, the Presbytery had to suc.
cumb. And now, instead of the male com- |
munieants having the supreme controlin the |
choice of ministers, there is no defivite rule ,
on the subject. So that, in respect to thix |
grand principle, which led to the secession of [
the Free Church, they are actuslly lawless. |
“The Act of May 29th, 1843, anent the elec- |
tion of office-bearers, was merely the report
of a commiutee appointed to consider the sub- |
Ject, contained some suggestions for the pre. |
- sent, until congregations should be regularly |
formed ; but it was afierwarda found neces-
sary to suspend i1, and a declaratory act was
passed 1st June, 1846, in which the General
Assembly of the Free Church declare it is not
necessary or expedient to procure a minute
directory of regulations for the election of |
office-bearers, but that the Church should be |
satisfied with one or two general rules, . .
and that the Church Courts, in moderating a
call, should show a reasonable regard to the
inclination and convenience of congregations.”
Now, were it productive of any real benefit, |
it might be shown that, in attending to this }
reasonable regard, they have had as much !
disagreeable and disorderly conduct as has
been mauifested in the Established Church!
for scores of years, if not for centuries. And
the natural result of raising the expeatations
of the people so high, and subjecting their
licentiater to their tender mercy, is, that
it is found that young men of talent and spirit
bave their attention diverted from the minis-
try, and the Free Church had to deplore this
fact in their General Assembly, recently, with
closed doors. But, it should be considered |
whether the people in the Church of Scotland
or Free Church are most likely to have a
choice of a popular, good minister? Facta
give a reply to this. In poor parishes in the
Highlands, where they had the most popular
ministers in the Estab ishment, after seced. !
ing, these ministers were called away to more |
wealthy parishes, and the question comes to
be, Are the people able to raise a certain
salary, hefore they can have the services of
any minister ? DBut, it should also Je consid.
ered how many of the people, in any Church,
can hope to have their choice, before this
dogma should be ro industriously circulated i
and whether it is desirable or eouducive 1o !
the extension of pure and undefiled religion,
-t0 lead the people to regard this so very es-
‘sential ? Jt 1s very evident, in the Gospel
and Apnstolia history, that the doetrine and
life of 'Feachers require close serutiny. Bur,
+had the prople been encouraged, in olden ;

, We certainly think that, had there been hs

i thess, which seem 1o give most support to the

taken as a sufficient proof, by many, that thef
were not sent by the Lord, hecause they werf
rejected by the people.  Just think whst
would have bean the position of the prophet#
and apostles, and early teachers, if the judS'
ment of the people was deified as in eur da.'?

as much diligeuce exercised in recommendinf
the people to be earnest at a throne of grace!
that the Head of the Church would mak®
choice for them, and to rely less on their oW
wisdom, and, likewise, that He wonld endo?
those in the office more and more with
spirit of their office, it would doubtleas hat¢
proved more conducive to the peace 8
true prosperity of the Chureh of Christ ; an
had delegations been sent round, and solem®
advice given to these empowered to send
forth preachers of the Gospek 1o exercine th*
most faithful vigilance in seeing 10 the qual?
fications, and the moral and Christian chars®
ter of all who receive their imprimateur, !
would tend a thousand fold more, to advant’
the spiritual heaith and trye well-heing of “’i
the churches. It would also most certainl
be more in accordance with the spirit 88
tenor of the Word of Gad.
But the great comsideration which uhoﬂl‘
he kept in view, is, not what is said or dow®
in times of general excitement, but what 87
the teachings of God's word ?  To adopt t
lessons of thuse excited times, we would
led to receive the heathen maxim, ** The voitf -
of the people ia the voice of God.” Anéf
when we search for the Scriptural authorit!
which the most gealous try 1o adduce,
cannot b.ut wonder that lh;y should say [
much, with such meagre quotations from '
Word of God, and these, too, so indir€
or inapplicable. To note twe or three ©

.

views: * Beloved, believe not every npi""f
but try the spirits, whether they be of G
for many false prophets are gone owt into?
world.” 1. John iv. 1. Again, “If the
come any unto you, and bring not this 4o
trine, recelve him not into thine house, &%
IL Jobn v. 10. Now, it is clear that e
warning is here againat false prophets
teachers—-those who taught false doctrin?
and there is not the slightest reason to beli¢"
that they were tested as to the soundr:es? o4
their views, or sent forth by the conatitut
Church authorities, as is done in the Chuf*
of Seotland.  Once more, the transaction®’
the 1st chapter of the Acts, in which the el¢
tion of Matthias is adduced, in proof of !
right of the people to exercise this arbit/¥
power ; but, to us, it does not appear to 8%
the alightest shadow of support.  On the
trary, is it not unwarrantable procedur®

o
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tha:

.}‘e" part? The “command” was, that they yappropriate- the rest of his means to other

lh:“ d wait the promise of their Father, and | purposes.  May many who have equal oppor-
¥ had no authority for any other work-than | tunities, in their native land or abroad, learn

lo]

the Were to be the lesson for the guidanee of
fol] ('hl_lrch in the eiection of pastors, why not
oW itentircly as in verses.23-26. And be-

‘:;;? Present, as well 2s ordinary -members.
rm:" we l‘lolfi that there is ‘no decisive
of lhnds mbcnp!ure for elevating the voice
tion ¢ Pe(.)p!-s. as nas been claimed:in the elec-
“de of m_n.xswrsluf the \Vord.ﬂ we find very
; Qn':lle nistructions given after the day of
€Coat, in regard to the right of the
Urch members or adherents to select those
h © should preside in the secular affairs of
)i hurch.—Acts vi. ‘But, while no such

‘r:""e their guides in matters spiritual, there
'"joim?ny paseages, of no~dn§1btful import,
are ‘""\g the Cnnrehgs to receive those who
le*fnt by the - constitutional authoritles to
“,achf!rs and rulers in things appertaining
de"t‘ kmgd(m} of God. Inthis, we have the
ang 2 decisive lessons of the great Teacher
tougq is Apoxtles._ Whereas we feel most
en"‘e]nl that nothing terves g0 much a'nfl 80
u“-:' Iy to weaken the influence of minis-
thiy 'r-goed, in the-Protestant Churches, as
the , UPholding of the will and judgment of
s(eﬁpl_a, tothe disparagement of those who
%thi’n!muted of God to * rule and teach,”—
%k:g’so much leads to regard * the Word
Sh™” as that of man, 2ot * as the Word of
* ~nothing leadsso muek to schisms, and
th, "'f\gless discussions, and ulimately to
li“e:Jeclion of all Church authority, and to
Wy, o the Word preashed in the spirit of
J'erf“"tjudges, rather than that of humble
ers, A MK,
( To be Continued. )

Qe

A Good Exumple.

8i§:f the Report of the Pietou Auxiliary
kn, " 8ociety, of Febroary last, is the ac
lagg “;{dgment of £30, from the legacy of the
. illiam Graham, junr., of the Salisprings
ge'f::il&lion, who died five years ago, after
hn ' months of much suffering, which he
wil, %{th patient resignation te the Divine
'i uring which time he war manifestly

ang & much progress in the knawledge, love
ful] ‘:" of God: at length he coofidingly
Toagy, €ep in Jesus, in the hope of a glorious
Aoy “elion and blessed immortality. The
S\Q‘;“‘d had spent some years in the United
) Wh?l‘e he acquired some means by the
g , O his brow, in the exereire of prudence
h e‘."“‘“_‘neu. He returned to his parenjal
npig 10 sickness, srd resolved to give three

fi .
Bib?: rs::!,“ the sum epecified above to the
lety, but was dissuaded by his exe-

oy
' or (ot "bis relatives), and. advised. to

.

8, it should be remembered that apostles |

i
1

i
|
{

tit authorily is given 1o the prople, 1!

¢ R . 1 . . ..
:."Er. until they should be qualified by the | from this noble example, and, in the spirit of
‘hi.} Ghost to be witnesses for Him. But, i1 IIim who declares thar * it is more blessed

to give than to receive,” bestow their mweans
in the same manner, for the circulation of the
Word of God, believing that as they sow se
shall they reap.

0

Dalnousie Collego Prize List.

L.AsT vear we called attention to the prige
men of Dalhousie College, and it is «n!y jime
that we should do so again. The most dis-
tinguished students this year were -Shaw,
Ross, Bayne. McNaughton, Cameron, ‘Gor-
don, and Crichton. Of those, Shaw and
Cameron are from Prince Edward lsland,
Crichton from the citv of Halifex, and the
rest, we -hedieve, from Pictou Coumty. Mr.
Robert Shaw maintained this session ‘the
proud pre-eminence he gained last year. Mr.
Herbert Bayne, the son of the Rev. Dr,.
Bayne of Pictou, has distivguished himself
very highly this vear in every branch of
study, peoving himaelf a student that would
do credit to any College.  On the whole, the
progress made was 8o satisfactory as to fully
justify the praise of His Excellency, and here,
as usvul, Picton Fas no cause to blush at the
position she holds in the prize list,

. -0
Fictonians abroad.

We ohserve from the Glasgow Herald, that
at the annual distribution of prizes whick
took place Intely in the University «f Glas-
gow, not fewer than four young men from the
county of Fictou carried off high honors, viz, :
Mr. D. M. Gordon, son of William Gordon,
Esq., of this towa, three prizes—one for He-
brew, ane in Fcclesiastienl History, and one
for Biblieal Criticism. Mr. Gordon also car-
ried a twenty guinea Bursary by competitive
examination. Mr, Finlay McDonald, East
River, a prige in Natural Philosopby for
ohservations on Electrostatic Measurements.
Mr. John Campbell, of Merigomish, for an
essay on Voltaic Batteriens and Mr. Peter
Melville, of Cape Fohn, for general excelience
in English Literature. All these young men
were educated at Picton Academy, which has,
if we are not mis‘aken, sent forth mere stu-
dents who have guined distinctinn at the
higher seata of learaing at Home than any
other Academical Institution in the Lower
Provinces.—S¢andurd. '

0.

CoNSCIENCE.—It is that inseparable glory
or that inseparable shame which every soul
hath, according to the quality of. that which.
is deposited i iti—DBeynards
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Remonstrances on the question of
Instrumental Music in Churckes.

[THE followinrg Memorials are published
in deference to the pressing desire of the
memorialists themselves, and with the view
of obviating any impression that might arise
that there is any disposition to prevent a free
expreasion of opirion on the subject under
Jdiscussion. While, according to the arrange-
ment under which the Record is now publish-
ed, this journal expresses no opinion on the
matter in question, it is necessary for us to
observe that the desire of the memorialists to

" prevent freedom of discussion, and even free-
dom of opinion, upon an open question, would
be discreditable to the press generally, lower
the character of this periodieal, and be ulti-
mately injurious to the Church.—ED. M. R.]

To the Editor of Record of Church of Scotland :
StR,— !

At a meeting held in the Churchs
West Branch River John, on the 29tk ult.
the letters published in the last issued Re-
cords, signed ** A. P.,” were considered, and
a resolution was submitted condemnatory of
the views and sentiments expressed in said

letters, and the meeting unanimously agreed ; the second commandment besides idolatrt,,

to remonstrate against such innovations as
the said letter advocates, and considered such,
if introduced, a breach of the rules, and at
variance with the standards of our Church,
as laid down in the * Contession of Faith,”
which is the binding Directory for the sing-
ing of the Psalms in public and private. In
singing the Psalms, the Directory for the
worship of God states that the voice is to be
tunably and gravely ordered, but the chief
care must be to sing with understanding and
with grace in the heart, making melody unto
the Lord. No mention of an *organ,” or
any other instrument, is made by this great
authoriiy.

We, as members of the Church of our
Fathers, are bound to adhere to, and abide
by, the standards of the Westminster Assem-
bfy, firmly believing that the Divines com-
‘posing that Assembly were men endowed
with gifts and graces, with faith and holiaess,
and with a great knowledge of the Scriptures,
not exceeded, if equalled, in our opinion, by
any Assembly of Divines convened since that
period.

We ask, Is the Confession of Faith to be
laid aside, or superseded, as a book outdated ?
If so0, it should be made known. Alas? jf
80, * tell it not in Gath; publish it not in the
streets of Askelon ; lest the daughters of the
Philistines rejoice—lest the daughters of the
uncircumeised triumph.”

In confirmation of our views and senti.
ments in this all-important matter, we make
free to give the dying words of the two un.
dermentioned martyrs, and the words of the

|
l
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Rev. Mr. Willison, formerly of Dundee:?
Scotland. .
George Martin said: * Now, as a df::;
man, I agree with, and allow of, that ex
lent book, the Confession of Faith, with
Larger and Shorter Catechisms—sum of #
ing knowledge, Directory of worship.”
John Cochrane said :  As a dying mﬂ“’"
do heartily declare my adherence to the H '
Scriptares of the Old an¢ New Testament
as also I do, with all my soul and heart, 8 o
with, and assent to, the Confession of Fﬂ'o}
Larger and Shorter Catechisms, the sum &
saving knowledge and Directory for worshif
Rev. Mr. Willison asks the question—
“Is it not lawful to add some decent i
ventions to the worship of God-—as the 8
of the Cross in baptism, kneeling at the Lo 'n
table, bowing to the altar, the ¢organ’’
praise ?” o
Answer.—* Not a pin should be added
the tabernacle but what is of God’s own ¥
pointment. Heb. viii. 5.7 o
Q-—** What does the Apostle call $
inventions and additions ?” .
A.—Beggarly elements and will-worsb¥
Gal. iv. 9; Col. #. 23. Also, the seco
commandment forbids. ’ “
Q.—* Is there any other sin forbidden %

i

A.—* Yes, the sin of superstition or ¥ !
worship.” }

Q.—* What do you mean by thatP” )

4.—“ Men’s presuming to worship 0%
by means of their own devising, adding
man inventions to God’s institutions, or ﬁ
triving other ways to serve and worship ¥
than what He hath appointed or warran
in His own Word.”

Q. —* Who are guilty of this sin ?” g
A.—* Ali those who add new sacrame”
to the two of Christ’s institution, and th
who add the sign of the cross to Baptism, 1) -

posture of kneeling at the Lord’s Supper, ¥
keeping Holy days t~ the Lord’s day, plBY'“
with organs to singing with the voice, re
ing cf a hook to prayer, or those who €
altars, pictures or crosses in places ot ¥
ship, and bowing to them, or bowing to ¥
east, and at the name of Jesus, or the Hk¢'
all these are superstitious inventions in God"
worship, and human additions to God’s
stitutions, without any warrant in His w°v‘,
and therefore against the second comms?”
ment.” C
We are conseientiously confirmed in t::
opinion that the baptismal vows laid on ol
and administered 1o us by our former 8
present ministers, bind us by the stand"“:
of our Chureh ; and the Confession of Fai*
justifies us, while we remain adherents of %,
Church of Scotland, to come to the con®l’
sion and determination neither to cour’
nance or support any minister who co““ﬁ
nances or supperts “ A, P.’s” gentiments ‘“,
views in introducing the innovations 8 1sf
cated in his letters published in the two

A
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ﬁb""d#- And, in conclusion, the foremen- ; blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, i,

i‘:!thon.ly' we imagine, justify us in publish-
h“be‘hm remonstrance, and we would fain
i, and wish that every congregation with-
In Hf““,“dﬂ of the Synol will imitate uvs
i ll“hhﬂhlng their remonstrance against such
Po Vations as are advocated in the corres-
Ndence of «« A. P.”
l/
‘%o, ecord, you will oblige the members of the
“‘h;ﬂmd congregation, t}nd pg_rhapa arouse
"ily 8 ‘(_7 p_erfnrm, at their earliest opportu-
» 8 gimilar duty.
‘JAMES GORDON,
ALTer Ross,
WiLLiau Ross,
EOrGgE TAYLOR,
ALex. Murgay,
Romrert Ross,

JouN Ross

JORN MARSHALL,

Huoeu MeKEeNZIE,

ALex McLsobp,

DuxcaN MuUkrRAY,

ALEX. Foungs,
DoxarLn McIntosu, Joux McKeNzie,
‘JAMES INNES. GEORGE GRANT,
DonarLp M¢KExzIE, ALEX. GRANT,
ALEX.DoUCGLAS, BoxaLp Ross,

0y DoNarp McKexazre,
o

18 following Scripture proofs are append-
i Confirmatory of the ahove position :—

Tiy o Xxvi, 30, and Matt. xxi. 13, 16; Mark

16_"26; Acts xvi. 25; Epb. v. 19; Col. iii.
i James v, 13,

M SALTSPRINGS, 20th April, 18635.
R. Ebrror :—

In oe' the undersigned. protest against all
-.!]'e:a}lons in the Church, and consider our-
wy in t.iuty bound to do, both as regards
*m:v“"“"“ and “Elder” vows, and are
milliued not to c‘ountenance any minister or
Yugi ers who will depart from the Consti-
H""':il of the Church of Scotland, as estar-
feny; by law and as represented in the Con-
lon of Faith.
telp ‘:ac}?_mmt see how ¢ A. P.” can tlear him:
18 Ordination vows, QOue thing we
Sure of, that he solemnly vowed not to
\ut-o':"eclly or i_ndirecl.l_v against the Consti-
b of the said Church. We are authoriz-
they o the Word of God to * mark” Lim
h‘“““’ios divisions among you, and not to
any fellowship with him.
pg"i:& ave no need of any more divisions or
MU

to 3 SOntraversy is, that an att~mpt is made
inum Toduce an organ into the Chureh, an
Py Ment strange to our forefathers. “ A.
log ®ls us that the organ does not he-
0 the ceremonial law, but we direct him
{"\i ® Ark of the Covenant and ask him what
he
n.‘?i'g,?“ was typical, what have we got in its
!lr“‘ ur reply is, * Art thou a master in
woyy' 2" knowest not these things?” We
beg N 0 with him to the temple and see, and
t IVi:}O"lldren crying * Hosanna to the Son
Tinag ot and there we hear the prouid Pha-
¥hy, ,V'"g, with contempt, * Hearest thou
ey say?” The reply made by our

.

¥ Inserting the above in the next Month- .

K% are lajd up there. He may ask us, * If

"edhd)'ing words and extracts of such high | “ Yea, have you never read, Out of the months
; of babes and sucklings thou has verfected
praise ?” Again, we would accompary him

to the prison at Philippi, and listen to Paul
and Silas praising God in their bonds, but
not with either an organ or trumpet.

God is not worshipped with men’s hands,
:as though He needed anything, seeing He
giveth to all, life, breath, and all things. Jt
!is our earnest praver that we would be en-
{abied to come up to the sanctuary with true
"and devoted hearts, in unity and peace and
i love and harmony, to serve God in the simple
i way ‘of the Gospel, having His praises on our
 lips, obeying his commandments, and loving
one another.

Arex, McKENZIE, )

JouN FRASER,
Dox.p McIxvosu, | Elders Saltsprings
Avex. McKeNzig, | Congregation.

ANGUS MUNRO,
HENRY Munro,

J

e () e,

National Bible Society of Scotland.

Tar National Bible Society of Scotland,
counstituted a few years ago by the amalga-
i mation of several other societies, had iis
: annual meetir.g at the end of Junuary.

The following satisfactory statements were
made in the Report :—

T'he total number of Bibles and Testamentas,
exclusive of portions ard Psalms, reported
last year as having been issued in 1863, wax
126.588 ; the corresponding number for 1864
is 162,716, an increase of 36,148. If we in-
clude the portions of Seriptures in both years,
while the compiete issues of 1863 were 143,-
803, those of 1864 have been 237,254, a total
increase of 93.332. The entire number of
copies put in circulation since 1861, when
the Society was put on its new and enlarged
basis, amounts to 600,959. The total amount
received during the past year from all sources
of incame, including £576 13s. 10d., trans-
ferred from the Edinburgh Bible Society;
! has heen £11,437 7s. 2d. This is an increase
iof £1332 12s. 5d. upon the income of the
. previous year. The sum accruing as returns
for Seriptures sold amounts to £6,873 5s. 6d.;
an increase upon the previous year to the
extent of £129 13s. Twenty-four Glasgow
Bible-women have been supplied with 1398
Bibles, 959 Testaments, and 97 portions, in
all 2432, value £188 12s, 8d. Fourteen of
thes - useful agents, laboring in various coun-
try districts, have drawn from the Western
Depository 580 Bibles, 582 Testaments, and
329 portions. in ail 1491, value £70 2s. 2d.
Allusion has been made to the vuluable as-
sistance ladies tay render by collécting for
the Saciety. The good serviee they may do
in the blessed work of circulating the Serip.
tures may he indieated by this brief reference
to the Ladied’ Bible Auki'jary connected with
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Free Anderston Chureh, Glasgow :—Daring
1804, these ladies have drawn from onr depot
B3 Dihlex,- 638 Testaments, 114 portions,
in ail 1623, value £113 14s. 7d.

e e e

The Quecn’s Attention to the Poor.

Tue foilowing very interesting extract is from
the London correspondence of the Presbyterian
€¢Phila )—

Recently, the Queen has been visiting some of
tha Luudon charities.  Not long since I spent
#o.ne time in one of these public buildings. the
British Orphan Asylum.  Shortly after her weces-
gion to the throne. this institution received a
large shseription from her.  Its home was then
at Claphap, in the fouthern suburos of the me-
tropolis  But, some two years ago, the inmates
had a new, and L might also say a palatial, home
wovided for them, at Slough, near Windsor. A
Jrege building, vriginailv intended for a hotel,
was remoddeled and added to. The Prince and
Piivcess of Wa'es inangurated it, anda Mr. Me-
Ke zie, of Highland family, and a county magis.
trate in Berkshire, and an Alderman of the Cor-
poratian «f Oxford, made the ocecasion very
memorable by tuking on himself the entire er.
pense of the purchase of the house and grounds,
and also of the furnishing of the establishment—
abont §80 000. Last November, the Queen came,
with the Prineess Ielena, on a visit ofinspection,
Fhe children, as I found by inquiry, are the
orphans and fatherless ones of parents of the
midcic class 1 found some the sons and daugh-
ters of Christian ministers: others of captains of
vessels drowned at s.a; others of persons re-
markable for tai=ut and scientific attainments ;
aid. in some cuses, the mother or father was
alive, but * inau idiot asylum.”

I have visited many placesofa kindred charae-
ter, butnone o complete as this. The lof y, well-
aired schoo'-robms. dining-room, dormitories ;
siie beantiful grounds for gy mnastic exercises, for
innoeent sport, and for the performances of the
fine musical band, all whose members aream-mng
‘e bove.are moxt gratifving to the stranger’s eve,
And then their ample food. both for body and
mind. I nevir saw a better behaved companv at
a dinner table; the children showed no impa-
tience, while it necessarily took a considorable
time to plce befire each of the one Aundred and
sizty guests a plate covered with the most nour-
ishing food. A * grace’ was sweelly sung hefore
merl. Then there are luvatories for axhiny he-
fore or after dinuner. and buths provided and regn
Jarly used. beth in winter and suramer. Heulth
‘and gladuessreign here.  Finally, hesides religi.
ouxirstruction clnssics mathematics,arithmetie,
and u'l the English b:anches are taught hy #st.
elise masters, who have " amind to work.” I saw
some fine drawings, and superior apocimens of
mapping also. I found a select few superior

ela<siral scholars, wnrkix.nz *overtime,” in order |
to make pregress. and tried their skill in parsing,
as well as in the dactyls and spondees of the hexe |
ameter Latin of Virgil's = Eneid.”
As to the girls, needlework was added ty other |
instuctinn.  Altogether. this was and is one of |
the most interesting »ights . The Quicen. nr the i
time of her visit, minutely inspected everything,
as is her wont. and spoke to the children, audi
askel questions about ‘“the dead and gone.”
“This is but a speeimen of the Queen’s practioa]
eompassion.. [ huve seen also the toys whieh
‘she presented t the little inmates of the Hospi.
tal for Sick Chi'dren._And so0, in contrast with
the past, the © Court Newsman’s Records’ em.
yrace visits to barracks, sick soldiers, and other
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hospitals, asylums, work-hoeuses, holiday ga'hf&
ings of the indigent, and distribution of usef®
gifts ; and such things as these tend to the ﬁ
swering of the'nation’s prayer, that * peace !
happiness, truth and justice, religien and P"q
may be established among us for all generation®
And, in the same spirit, we find among b
** Songs of the Workers.” in the British Wa’a
man. one -entitled, ** We Love Her,” of which
the following :—

“ She cares for her people, and doeth them BW"
Her sorrowful heart is made glad, i
If the naked be clothed, and the hungry b#
food.
And smiles wreathe the lips that were sad

*“The litdhe ones langh as they aee her approl“’

Her goodness-all Kuglanid doth cover; i

She is loving and pure, and without a rep.'oac?.
O, long life to the Queen, for we love her

In reference to railway aecidents, and con"‘
quent loss of life, the Quieen not long: since se"
u letter to the directors of the various railws
throughout the kingdom. She acknowledges *!
extraordinary care to have the lines clear, 3%
everything in order when she herseiftravels (
from London to Aberdeen, by night and by day*
but on this she founds an appeal fur the people 4
large,and shows that she is nulunmindful(thm‘&:
some railway officials may be) that the lite of pot}
poorest is so precious that 1 o trouble ie too gr
to preserve and save it.

e () .

Jowish Charities.

THAT singular people resident among usst,
hold that a tithe of their income should be spe?
in the maintenawce of their synagogues charitf!
and good vorks, snd there is but little dov
they religiously keep to the precept. Th
cha-ities are maintained on the most liber®
footing : indeed, some of them would formn ad®”
ruble models for Christians to follow. In ¢
neighborhood of Whitechapel, there are ¢

ol

schools. containing nearly three thonsand P% .

pila. and the ground has heen purchased for €7
larging the schouls buildings of one with t%°
mtention of aecommodatihz. one thousand ext

schoiurs, The Jewixh infant-schoul in \Vhit:; ;

chapel is undoubtedly the largest and be

adapted building for the purpoxe in Londo®
Jompare it with the ‘nfint-schaols of the neigh
horing parish nf St. George’s-in-the- East, 8%
we shall find the lutter consist of two railws!
arehes. Al the other Jewish schools and ﬂ":
lums in the metropolis are equally well maif
tained. Tt has freguently heen urged that th

enormiis wealth of the Jewish popularion "
London will aceount for their liberality ; but b
is not the case. There ure resident among ¥
not more than four hundred Jewish families #2°
may be considered as positively rich. Tru®
some of thece a1e enormously wealthy. but A
calla on their charity are fully equal to th ¢
wealth. Amang the Christian population of ¢

{ metropolis, ave in ahout twenty eight is eith”

a pauper or has need of charitable agsistan

Amorgthe Jews the average is one in seve®
though the Englizh poor Jews would not amnv®
to that proportion, if it were not for the swar .
of Jewizh paupers annually sent by the H¥ "
burg, German, and Polish synngogues to 1.
gland for their wenlthier co-religionists in t

country to mairtain. Again, it should be of
marked that the benevolence of the wealthi®

Jews in this country does not insluda their O:
o

tributions to our poor’s-rate, which they do
consider as a charity, but simply as’ a ta%
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:“}:ZI 4o not allow their poor—except in exces- ! to the end of the woyld, of the divine origin of

'yl'!'"e instances—to comie upon the parish
Ay elief. Another fact to their eredit should
'ib,r mentioned : they are among the most
‘mll.l contributors to our Christian charities,
Nap,! °he of any importance being without the
ity ‘08 of some of the Jewish communit amo’:g

UDporters.— The *“ London Review' CAu

s3i0n.

e () s
Items of Intelligence.

sf’i;’l" Presbyterian General Assembly (Synod
«rn“"v Ireland.) have decideé, by a majoriy
t‘ulleto 21, that no professor in their new Magee
he h 8e at Londonderry shall be installed until
'.\Yl-'.' Subscribed the Westminster Confession
fagy Uth. The Rev. Mr. McNaughton, of Bel-
lhe(;l'"’}lld have restricted this condition to the
w,,, ORical professors, and moved an amend-
Cagy to that effect, but was opposed by Dr.
€. and defeated

Smg‘“mo oF SYNon3.—~The Synod of Nova
and P. E. Island in connection with the
u of Scotland meets m St. Andrew’s
Ere : + Halifax, on the last Wednesday of the
x ‘"t nionth, at 11 o’z2lock, A. M. The Cana-
Tty ;Y0od meets at Cttrwa on Wednesday the
By ¥t and that of New Brunswick, in St.
n,‘d" Church, Fredericton, on the second Wed-
Y of August.

o ‘;? new buildings which are about to he erect-
!in,“'. the University of Glasgow, will be the
Nifig,, " Scotland, and probably the most mag-
huildi‘“ Edueational In«titution in Europe. The
Yingg NEs are to cost £2350,000. The site is some
] hn\ﬁee from the old University, and commands
tag, ¢ view of the city; the Clyde, and the dis-
ountains.

P'°:b the monthly meeting of the Established
", .5‘&7 of Glasgow, held lately, an overture
enn‘id“Pted, praying the General Assembly to
Qhu,c er the subject of instrumental music in
ﬁ‘leuh"' and give a deliserance stating dis-

Y the iaw on the matter.

‘NA]"’“"‘ eighty funeral sermons were preached

wk":"d'{n on the Sabbath following the decease
* Richard Cobden.

0
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g Men’s Christian Association of
* Andrew?’s Church, New Glasgow.

in Q::‘ lec'_ures delivered during the past winter
lagg; 'R€Ction with the above Association, have
\(fwt’l been brought to a close. This society
Te, 8 opportunities to the youug men of the con-
of the unt Of meeting and discussing the teaching
an ord of Gud, upor. topics suggested by
lnt"'ember. which may be of personal or publie
re '“- Besides the benefits derived by mem-
S O M tle private meetings of the society, the
the 'illnlty are interested nnd instructed during
fray o'teT, by lectures delivered by gentlemen
o distance, xnd members of the society.
ey, m"“e of lectures during the past season has
- The ﬁ“l'e than usually interesting.
Mthe o' ot lccture was delivered by the minister
. hmel'l’“ll"eﬂntion ,and was entitled -* Prophecy,
Wity »» ¢4 in the case of the large cities of anti-
he i * Which he pointed out the striking
"hee,;im which the declarations of the pro%hetl
R or ng Damascus, Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre,
).P'i.eusnlem had received fulfilment, in the
Riryg e‘\ce of God ; and how prophecy was. unlike
S which are past, an ever present evidencs,

N

the Word of God.

Mr Herdman lectured on “Nephilism.” or total
abstinence from intoxieating drirks, and paing
ed out the dangers of the use of strong drink, the
safety of abstinence, and concluded by an elo-
quent description of the virtues of cold water.

Mr. Goodwill, in teeturing rpon ** the influcnee .
which one mind exerts upon aunother,” pointed
out the influence of young mren upon each other-
4n society, the powerful impressions received
from the condact of others, and the wisdom of
adopting proper maxims of conduct. Hislecture
was interspersed with many valuable practical
advices. .

Mr. MeCunn chose as his subjeet ¢ The Body **
and referred to the mistakes entertained as to
our duty in the case of the bodily tenement in
which the soul dwells. He minutely described
the bodily functions essential to health, and
pointed out various ways in which people inad-
vertently injure themselves hy improper food.
want of cleanliness, and by breathing impure air
in sitting.-rooms and bed-rooms. The Rev'd:
gentleman described a eimple and inexpensive

lan, whereby pure air can be safely introduced

1uto all our rooms, through the window. He en-
foreed these duties by referring to the fact that
tl:e body of the believer shall share in his future

ory.
8 M{' Grant, whose subject of lecture was * The
Maoaon.” referred to the superstitions connected
with this heavenly orb, and remarked that her
eonnexion with the tide was doubted by seme.
He described the processes of observation and
reasoning by which we have attained to our pre-
sent knowledge of the moon. He referred to
what we know of its geological formation. and
presented to his hearers many striking and inter-
esting facts.

Mr. McGregor lectured upon ** Manlinees,” in
conunection with the life of Hedley Vicars. He
pointed out the mistakes to which young men are
liable 1n regard to true manliness of character,
He showed its compatibility with tenderness of -
disposition and piety. 'These points were admir-
ably illustrated bv passages from the life and
death of Hedley Vicars.

Mr. Cogswell, the present master of the New
Glasgow Grammar School, lectured to a large
andience upon * Luther,” and made his subhject
very irteresting by the admirahle manner in
which he presented the moststriking incidents of-
a stirring and important life, and the most sali-
ent points of the eharacter of a great man. Me.
Cogzwell made a very favorable impression, and:
gave promise of much usefulriess.

John McKay., Esq., closed the course by an
admirable and judicious lecture upon ** Geology ™"
with reference to the Scripture account ot crea-
tion. Mr. McKay showed how extenczively he
had read upon this and other subjects. He
pointed out some of the geological proofs of the
antiquity of the world. and of the recent creation
of man, an i rebutted the theories of sceptics as
to man having lived upon the globe fong before
the time of Adam. His lecture closed a most
interesting course, in sffurding which, the tectur-
ers have lxid the Young Men’s Christian Asso-
ciation and the community under great obliga-
tions.

Barney’s River---Basaar.

AT a meeting of the congregation, held some
weeks ago, it was resolved to get up a Tea-meet-
ing. the proceeds of which should form a part of a
fund to be raised to pay a debt on the Church. Oa
reconsideration, it was seen that they could not
realize much money by a tes-meetiug, conse-
quently they came to the resvlution of trying a
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Bazaar instead. Asitisintended thatthe Bazaar
shall be held about the middle «f July. there is
hut little time left for preparation, especially
when we consider that, for some weeks duyring
that time, all hands are required to get the sead
into the ground. It is to be hoped, therefore,
that they will set to work with more energyavhen.
they commence, and that those able and yilling
to aid will come forward with a cheerful readiness
that shall encourage those in charge of the under-
taking. In this caseitis true, as the Latin adage
has it, that ** he who gives quickly gives donbly,” |
A debt left unpaid is always increasing. and
when prosecution is resorted to for payment ofa
debt on a Chureh, it is sure to give rige to bitter
feelings, make some lukewarm, and drive some
away. When a man begins toregret that he had
been too soft, and promised too much in aid of
either Kirk or minister, he will be glad ofan ex-
cuse to cut connexion with he- and get rid of the
burden. It is according to reason, therefore,
to expect that, unless something he quickly done
to remedy the present state of things. some will

: dropping off, leuving fewer tobear the burden.

r,ﬁrugh a man have a warm attachment to the

irk, we need not wonder that his love should
be cooled a little when he has to experience the
tender mercies of bailiffs, lawyers and imprison-
ment before he reaches her ‘door. All should
make a combined and immediate effort, therefore,
to put the Kirk in a position in which her adhe.
rents shall not run the risk of such a trying
ordeal.

It may be said that a man has himself to blame
if he exposes himself to prosecu ion for Kirk or
minister, that it is a voluntary offering. and that
he ought
intended to pay. We cannotgainsay thatetate-
ment. A man ought to pay his just debts; and
I trust that such of the members of the congrega-

- tion of Barney’s River as have not done so yet,
will ere long make a strong
old scores against them.

The congregation at Barney’s River enjoyed
the stated services of a pastor only for the hrief
space of 3 or 4 yeurs during the last 20. While
they had a pastor, they did as much), considering
their ability, as any congregntion in the County
of Pictou.” Along with the help they got from
other quarters, thev built a Church which eost
well on to £800. By the time it was finished. the
contributions and pew-sales Rmounted to a sum
nenarly, if not altogether, sufficient to cover the
expenses i but for the most of the pew-rents, and
for some of the contributjons, they had only notes
of hand and promises to pay. This burden,
which they undertook, was u heavy tax unon a
poar congregation like that of Barney’s River;
and it would take them some years to pay it,
evenin the most favorable circumstances. nt,
losing their minister at the time, they got dis-
heartened. Spme dropped off by death, gome by
removals. Ofthose remaining, some were nnable
and others were unwilling to pay. And the re-
sult now is, that after adding law expences,
money borrowed and sum due to the contractor .
the deht amounts to somewhere about £200; ang
no one necd expect trat the one-half of that sum
can be realized from the notes in possession of
the Building Committee.

There is a number who are willing to do a])
they can, but they are not ablg to meet the whole
deriand. ‘They are the fery men who have paid
most already, and whe have always to bear the
h-aviest part of every burden upon the congrega.
tion.. It would be mistaken policy to ask them
to pay the whole of the present debt. Ifthetree
be tapped in toe many places, and drained of al}
the sap at once, there will be no vigour left to
make it yield in futyre years.

not to come under obligation unless he |-

effort to wipe outthe |

trust, then, the frjends of the Kirk through.
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\
out the Province will liberally aid and countt”;
ance the bazsar, and that the desirable ob]ectiu
is intended for will be realized. The gain i
not be solely to one congregation ; the wh?
Church shall in time reap the benefit.
assistance expected to be rendered in this f
by the Church at large. may be looked upoB i
given on the same principle as that on whic it
pninps are managed,—a little given now th‘tqu .
may bring more back some other time. w‘:’,
the machinery ef  pump-gets out of gear, 9"”,
water is poured in to make it work. That W&y
is not thrown away ; one bucketful pouredin ¥
be the means of bringing out an unlimited "‘,
ply. In like manner, we regard the aid that %
be given now as the means: of putting the ¢ o
gregation in.a good working-eondition ; and 0“.‘,
in that state. they will regularly give their P

in support of the schemes and anv other ¢

table object countenanced by the Kirk.
J. McD

Barney’s River, 18th May, 1865.

0

/
-THE firat Protestant Church at Naples s
inaugurated on the 8th of April. The gro“;’
upon which the church is built was given
Garibaldi to the Protestant residents of tb*
city. The Bishop of Gibraltar officiated *
the ceremony.

t]

Lay Association, W. B. East Rivé"
CASH RECEIVED FROM COLLECTION

8ection No. 1—Miss Margares MeLeod ¢
and Miss Jane Gray, £0 11

2—Miss 1. McDonald and ]
Miss Sarah McLean, 0 5

3—Miss. Annie ). Gordon

und Miss Elizabeth

6
MeArthur., 01

4--Miss Mary Fraser and H]
Miss Tsabella Fraser, 0 16
5—~MissAnnieJ.Gordon and 0
Miss Jane Chisholm, 0 9
6—Miss Annie Dunbar and ;¢ {
Miss Marg. J. Fraser. 0 8 ¢
7—Miss Annie Fraser and 12 [}

MissMargaretFraser.—O/
' 0

Total, £4 %
DANIEL GRAY

Hopewell, W. Branch, May 20th. 1865.
0
Acknowledgment.

Prcrov, April 27th, 1865
To the Editor of the Monthly Record : .

Sir,~Ibeg through the Monthly Record t¢ s
knowledge the receipt of fifty-six dollars, ca"
donation from the Rev. 8. McGregor’s congréfy
tion, East River. for the support of the Anei 1is
Orphan School. This expression of good fe€ J
to our mission will, I believe, be duly appreci®
by the Church to which I belong. As ref
myself, I shall ever look back with plesl“‘;:i,q
the kind welcome I huve received from such ot
isters and congregations of the Chureh of 8 o
laud a8 it has been my privilege to visit. .1 ¥}
that the time is not distant when your Chur 1)
have missionaries of her own in heathen 188
and should God in His_Providence lead 7%
attention to the 8outh Sealslands, we shall f"‘ i
to welecome any whom you send as brethré
Christ and fellow-labourers in Hig cause.

Yours, &ec.. 5.
J. Geppr¥




