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Text-Book.

Question i. What is the .chief end of man?
Answer. Man’schiefendis to glorify God,a
and to enjoy him for ever.d .
« 1 Cor. x. 31, Whether therefore ye eat, or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do ali to the glory of God.
b Ds. 1xxiii. 25, Whom have Iin heaven but thee?
n earth that I desire besides

{hee. V. 26. My fleshand my heart faileth ; but God

|5 the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct
us how we may glorify and enjoy him?

A. The word of God, which is contained in
the Seriptures of the Old and New Testaments,c

\ s the only rule to direct us how we may glorify

and enjoy him.d
¢ Eph. ii. 20. And are built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself

{ being the chief corner stone.

2 Tim. ifi. 16. All scripture js given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof for
correction, for instruetion in righteousness.

d 1 John i. 3. That which we haveseen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellow-
ship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally
teach ? .

A. The Scriptures principally teach what
man is to believe. concerning God, and what

4 duty God requires of man.e

e 2 Tim. i, 13. Hold fast the form of sound words,
which thou hast heard of me, in faith andlove which
i3 in Christ Jesus.

Q. 4. What is God?
A. God is a Spirit,f iofinite,g eternal,h

1 and unchangeable,z in his being, . wisdom,?

power,m  holiness,n justice,
itmth.o

fJohn iv 24, God is o Spirit; and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

g Job xi. 7. Canst thou by searching find out
ggd‘g, canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfec-

n ?
ar’f é’g;’xc. 2. From everlasting to everlasting thou
iJames i. 17. The Father of lights, with whom is
1o varinbleness, neither shadow of turning.

I Exod. iii. 14, And God said unto Moses 1AM
THAT IAM; and hesaid, Thusshalt thousay unto
the children of Israel, 1 AM hath seht me unto you.

1 Ps. exlvii, 5. Great is our Lord, and of great
power: his understanding is infinite.

m Rev.iv, 8. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come.

1 Rev. xv. 4. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and
glorify thy neme ? for thou only art holy.

o Exod. xxxiv. 6. The Loxd, the Lord God, merci-

goodness, and

" ful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in

goodness and truth, V. 7. Keeping mercy for thou-
sands, forgiving iniquity and transpgressich and sin,
and that will by no means clear the guilty.

“An Exposition of the Shorter Catechism,” by Professor Salmond, D.D., price
: 45 cents. The portion gone over in 1898 may be obtained separately for 20 cents.

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one?
A. There is but one only,p the living and
true God.q

_p Deut, vi. 4. Hear, OIsrael: The Lord our God
is one Lord.

q Jer. x. 10. _But the Lord is the true God, he is the
living God, and an everlasting King?

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the
Godhead ?

A. There are three persons in the Godhead;
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;»
and these three are oue God, the same in sub-
stance, equal in power and glory.s

» Mat. xxviil, 19. Goye therefore, and teach all

nstions, ba&t)izing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

g 1 John v. 7. For there are three that bear record
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost :
and these three are one.

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God ?

A. The decrees of God are his eternal pur-
pose, according to the counsel of his will,
whereby, for his own glory, he hath fore-
ordained whatsoever comes to pass.t

¢ Eph. i. 11. Being predestinated according to the
purpose of him who worketh all things after the
counsel of his own will: V, 12. That we should be
to the praise of his glory.

Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees?

A. God excecuteth his.decrees in the works
of creation » and providence.w

« Rev. iv. 1. Thou hast created all things, and
for thy pleasure they are and were created. -

1 Dan. iv, 85, He doeth according to his willin
the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of
the earth. .

Q. 9. What is the work of creation?

A. The work of creation is, God’s making
all things of nothing,x by the word of his
power,y in the space of six days, and all very
good.z

«_Gen. 1. 1 In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth.

p Heb. xi. 8. Through faith we understand that
the worlds were framed by the word of God ; so that
things which are seen were not madeof thingswhich
do appear.

= Gen. i. 31. .And God saw everything that he had
made, and behold, it was very good. And theeven-
ing and the morning were the sixth day.

Q. 10. How did God create man?

A. God created man male and female, after
his own image,a in knowledge, rightcousness,
and holiness,p with dominion over the crea-
tures.c

a Gen. 1. 27. So God created man in his own

image, in the image of God created iie him; male and
female created he them.

0y

S o



Pyl

& Col. ili. 10. And have put on the new man,
which is renewed in kncwledge after the image of
him that creat d him. .

Eph, iv. 2i, And that ye put on the new man,
which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness.

¢ Gen. 1, 28. And God blessed them, and God said
unto them, Be fruitful, and mu’tiply, und replenish
the carth, and subdue it; and have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the fow! of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

Q. 11. What are God’s works of provid-
ence?

A. Goad’s works of providence are, his mes$
holy,d wise,e and powerful, preservingf ancd
governing all his ereatures, and all their ac-
tions.g

d Ps. exlv. 17, The Lord is rightcous in all his
ways, and holy in all his works.

e Isa. xxviil, 20. This also cometh forth from_the
Lord of hosts, who is wonderful in counsel, and ex-
cellent in working.

/ Heb. i. 3. Upholding all thirgs hy the word of
his power.

g Ps. ciii. 19, Hisz kingdom ruieth over all.

Mat. x. 20. Are not two sparrows_sold for a farth-
ing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground
without your Futher.

Q. 12. 'What special act of providence did
God exercise foward man in the estate wherein
he wascreated ?

A. When God had created man, he entered
into a convenant of life with him, upon condi-
tion of perfect obedience ;& forbidding him to
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, upon the pain of death.;

k Gal. iii. 12. And the law is not of faith : but, The
man that doeth them shall live in chem.

< Gen. ii. 17. Butof the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it : for in the day
that thou catest thercof thou shalt surely die.

Q. 18. Did our first parents continue in the
estate wherein they were created ?

A. Ourfirst parents, being left to the freedom
of their own will, fell from the estate wherein
they were created, by sinning against Ged.k

% Eeccl. vii. 20, God hath made man upright ; but
they have sought out many inveutions.

Q. 14. Whatissin?

A. Sinis any want of conformity unto, or
transgression of, the law of God.?
| { 1 John iii. 4. Whosacver committeth sin trans-

gcéslsg? also the law: forsinis he transgression of

LESSORS AND

COLDEN TEXTS.

FIRST QUARTER.
Studics in the Gospel by Matthew.

Note.—The parallel and related passages
mentioned in connection with the assigned
lessons will, it is hoped, be studied in connec-
tion with the lessons, to give a better under-
standing of their force and meaning.

I. January 2.—JESUS AND JORN. Matt. 3:
7-17. (Study Isa. 40: 1-5; Matt. 1 and 2;
John 1: 19-34.) Commit vs. 13-17. Golden
Text—'This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased. Matt. 3: 17.

II. January 9.—JEstvs TEMPTED. _ Math. 4:
1-11 (Comp. Luke 4 : 1-13 and Heb. 4 : 14-16.)
Commit vs. 4-11.  Golden Text—Tor in that he
himself hath suffered being tempted, ke is able
to succor them fhat are tempted. Heb. 2: 1S

III. January 16—BEGINNING OF THE MIN-
ISTRY OF JESUS. Matt. 4: 17-25. (Study
also Matt. 4: 12-16 and John 1: 35-31. Com-
mit vs, 17-20. Gulden Text—The people which
sab in darkness saw great light. Matt. 4: 16.

IV. January 23.—THE BEATITUDES. Matt.
5: 1-12. (Study the whole chap.) Commib
vs. 3-10.  Golden Text—Ye are the light of the
world. Matt. 5: 14.

V. Januvary 30.—How Tt0 PrAY. Matt. 6:
5-15. (Read the whole chap.) Commit vs.
9-13. Golden Teaf—Pray to thy Father which
isin secret. Matt. 6: 6.

VI. February 6.—OUR TATHER’R CARE.
Matt. 6: 24-34. (Read Matt. 7.) Commit
vs. 25, 26. Golden Text—He careth for you.
1 Peter 5: 7.

VII. February 13.—THE CALL OF MAT-
THEW. Matt. 9: 9-17. (Read chap. 9.)

Commit vs. 12, 13. Golden Text—Follow Me.
Matt. 9: 9. :

VIII. February 20.— THE TWELVE SENT
ForTyd. Matt. 10: 2-15. (Read chap. 10 and
compare Luke 10: 1-20.) Commit vs. 5-8.
Golden Text—Freely ye have received, freely
give. Matt. 10: 8.

IX. February 27.—WARNIN®G AND IXNVI-
TATION. Matt. 11: 20-30. (Kead the whole
chap., and Luke 19: 41-48.) Commit vs. 28-
30. Golden Text—Come unto me, all ye thai
Iabor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Matt. 11: 28.

X. March 6.—JESUS AND THE SABBATH.
Mats. 1:2: 1-13.  (Read Matt. 12 and compare
Mark 2: 2328 and Luke 6: 1-11.) Commit
vs. 10-13.  Golden Text—The Son of Man is
Lord even of the Sabbath day. Matt) 12: &

XI. March 13.—THE WHEAT AND THE
TARES—DMatt. 13: 24-30, 36-43. (Read the
whole chap.) Commit vs. 37-39. Golden Text
—He that soweth the good seed is the Son of
Man. Matt. 13: 37.

XII. March 20.—JoHN THE BapTIST BE-
WEADED. Matt. 14: 1-12  (If used as 2
temperance lesson, read the ascount of Bel-
shazzer’s drunken feast. Dan.5:1-31.) Com-
mit vs. 6-10. Golden Zexi—Keep thy heart
with all diligence, for out of it are the issues
of life. Prov. 4: 23.

XIII. March 27 —REVIEW.—Golden Text—
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Matt. 16: 16.
2
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TO THE SENIOR SCHOLARS.

A pleas-ut place in life you have reached.
The light-heartedness of lingering childhood
makes bright your days. You have the
special loves and joys of your time of life.
Besides all these there is more of looking
forward than there used to be, and that
future is bright with youth’s hope, You are
in the place where life’s waters of gladness
meet. It isa joy to live.

But while, as Seniors, you have reached a
very pleasant place, it is a very important one.
A young colt runs free and would like to con-
tinue so, but as he gets to be a Senior he
must be trained to work, or he will be of no
use in life ; and the older he gets, without
training, the harder itis to teach him.

So with the Senior scholars. You have reach-
ed a time when life’s work, in some shape,
claims you, and the earlier you take up the
grand idea of making the world better
Dby your living in it, the more easy will be the
work, the longer will you have to enjoy such
a life, and to see the fruit of it in other lives
made happier and better.

The place of Seniors is very important
because it decides in great measure whether
the whole life will be on the right road or the
wrong one. You have reached the age when
many of you begin to think and act for your-
selves. When you were ‘‘ Primaries ”? and
4 Intermediates *? your parents thought for you,
guided you, as to where you should go and
what you should do. You should still follow
their advice, but in many things you musb
choose for yourselves; and what makes the
Senior place so important is that as you choose
at fizst you are likely to continue choosing.

It is like coming to a focks in the road. If
you take the left you are likely to travel in
that way. Sometimes people find that they
have chosen the wrong road in life and get
back to the right road, though it means much
lust time ; but the larger number keep on in
the way of their first choice, even when that
choice is not the best.

Many choose the right road at the first, and
these always find it so good and pleasant that
very few ever leave it.

It is important that Seaiors have a good pat-
tern to copy. The Lessons of this Quarter are
especially for that purpose. They set before
you the best pattern the world ever saw.

And just here your QUARTERLY would like
to ask a favor. Please do not take it to Sab-
bath School. That is the place for aSenior but

not for a Senior Quarterly. Let it help you at ;

home, and then take your Bible to school.
TFurther, in using it at home, please use your
Bible also, and turn up all the places in the
Bible of which it tells. In this way it will be
a true *‘ lesson help,’’ a real ‘‘ help ? in study-
ing the life of Christ, Your QUARTERLY

wishes to lead you to the Bible, that your
Bible may set before you the Christ.

That, as you study that beautiful life, and
luok at that beautiful character, week after
week, and then think of the great act of love
to us, in which that life was given up as a
willing atonement for our sins, dying that we
might live, the Holy Spirit may make youn
grow more like to your Perfect Pattern, is the
New Year’s wish of your friend,

E. Scorr.

TO THE TEACHERS.

Perhaps you would prefer, as some do, the
helps without the Scripture Lesson, so that the
children may learn to use their Bibles more.

But two complete series of Helps, one with
the Scripture Lesson and one without it,
involves more work and expense, hoth in
management and in the printirg office, than
does one. Our own Church Lesson Helps are
not yet self supporting, and it is necessary to
economize in all ways that will not injure
their usefulness.

Can you not do this. Try and train the
scholars to leave their Lesson Helps at home
and to take their Bibles to school, and in this
way reach the end desired.

There are other considerations. Sometimes
a Lesson Help may -be picked up when a
Bible is not at hand, ard some Scripture be
read that otherwise would not be. Further,
sad to say, in some homes Bibles are not so
plentiful as they shonld be, and the Scripture
Lesson, if in the Helps, mcy be read by

1 young or olG, where otherwise it would not

be. A verse from the Seripture Lesson printed
in the Helps may thus prove a word of Life to
some one who meets it there and who other-
wise would perhaps never meet it.

In view of all these considerations, kindly
bear for a time, with the effort to make our
Lesson Helps self supporting.

Fer reasons of simplicity and consequent
economy, the different forms of Leaflets have
been merged into one, and we would ask those
who prefer them in folded monthly form
to kindly bear with those cut into weekly
issues, as the larger number wish them that
way.

The more we see and know of any person or
character that is truly good or beautiful, the
more we admire it, the better we love it, the
more we grow like it. What an uplift there
must be to thé world in the multitudes of
teachers and scholars looking at Christ, His
character, and work, during the months of this
Quarter. Let it be the aim to ‘‘see no man
save Jesus only.” -

3
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LESSON I.—Tanuary 2nd, 18g8.

JESUS AND JOHN. Marr. 3. 7-17.
Commit va. 13-17.

7. But when ho saw many of the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees coming to his baptism, he gaid unto them, Ye
offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come ?

8. Bring forih therefore fruit worthy ofrepentance :

9, And think not to say within yourselves, We
fiave Abraham to our Father : for I say unto you, that
God iz ableof these stones to yaise up children unto
Abraham,

10. And even now is tho axe laid unto the root of
the trees: every tree therefore that bringeth not forth
good fruit 3s hewn down, and cast into the fire.

11. Tindeed baptize you with water untorspentance:
but he that cometh after me is migbtier than X, whose
shoes I am not worthy t. bear ; he shall baptize you

his hand, and he will throughly cleanse his threshing,
floor ; and he will gather his wheat into the garner,
but the chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire,

13. Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to tho Jordan
unto John, to be baptized of him.

14, But John would have hindered him saying, I
have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to
me ?

15. But Jesns answering said unto him, Suffer st
now; for thusit becometh us to fulfil all righteous-
ness. Then he suffereth him.

16. Aund Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway from the water ; and lo, the heavens werg
opened,unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descend-
ing as a. dove, and coming upon him ; and o, 2. voice
out of the heavens, saying, " Thisis my beloved Son,

with the Holy Ghost and with fire ; 12, whose fan isin

I. The Ph

LESSON PLAN{ II. * Jesus and John.

TI. Father,

in whom I am well pleased.
arisees and John, vs. 7-12.
va. 13-15.

Son, and Spirit. vs. 16.

HELPS IN STUDYINQG,

INTRODUCTORY. The first Gospel was writ- |

ten by Matthew, or Levi, the publican, whose
call to discipleship forms the subject of Lesson
VIL. It was written for Jewish Christians
about A.D. 60, and constantly keepsin view
the fuifilment of prophecy in Jesus.

The exact spot where Jesus was baptized is
not known with certainty. Tradition places
it in the neighborhood of Jericho. Theé time |
was January A.D. 27, when Jesus was thirty
years of age. (Luke 3:23).

7. He saw-John,the Baptist, who was now’
at the height of his popularity. Phar'l-sees—
Lit. “*Separhtists.” They were rigid observers

of the law, and believed that they would be|

saved because they were descendents of Abra-
ham. Sad'du-ce2s5—They did not believeing
fnture life, or a spiris world. (Acts 23: 8.)
Agoneratlon—R.V, ‘“Yeoffspring of vipers.”
Behind their pious exterior John saw their
malicious hearts.

8. Fruit worthy of repentance (R.V.)
—T'rue repentance will shew itself in godly sor-
row for sin, and forsaking of it. (Gal.5: 22, 23;
2 Pet. 1: 5-7.)

8. Wo have A'’bra-ham--The rabbis
taught that no son of Abraham could be lost.
Natural descent, however, gave no morerightto
share Abraham’s blessedness than stones made
into men would have. (Gal.3:7.) They must
belicve and obey God if they would be saved.

10. Andwvven now (R.V.)~—The time was
come when those who did not bring forth the
f4mit§ of repentance would be judged. (Mal.

Il Baptizeyou untorepentance—John
baptized those who repented of sin,asa sign that
they were ready to welcome the Saviour, who

3:5.) With fire—implying purification, zeal
or enthusiasm, and enlightenment. To take

{off, and carry away the sandals of their master

was & most menial service, and was rendered
only 13y the lowest slaves, (Mark 1:'7; John
1:27.

12, Fan—A light wooden shovel by which
the grain and chaff were tossed into the air,
The wind blew away the chaff and the cleaned
grain fell on the threshing floor. His floor—
The Jewish people, God’s convenant people

- His wheat—thechaff—There will be a final
| separation between the righteous and the
wicked. (Matt. 25: 41-46.

13. ToJordan—Probably at ‘‘ Aenon, near
Salim.” (John 3:23.) About 22 miles from
Nazareth.

14. Would have hindered Him (R.V.)
—Hemodestly felt His own inferiority to tl.e sin-
less Jesus, although He did not know at that
moment that He was the Messiah. (John1:33.)

15. Fulfll all righteousness—Doevery~
thing that God has appointed to be done. The

John’s baptism, and Jesus wished to be con-
secrated to His work as others were for His
ings representing our Lord’s baptism, shew
Him standing waisi-deep in the water while
shaped shell. Jesus was vraying as He came
manner and appearance. {Luke 3:2%2.) John
1:39, 33.)

17, Wy beloved Son~This poivss out Jesus
asthe one referred toin Ps. 2; 7 (2 Pat. 1: 7).

wounld give them *‘the washing of regeneration | Notice here the presence of all three pem s

and repewing of the Holy Ghost.”

(Titus of the Godhead.
4

entrance into the ¢ Kingdom of God > was by | -

18. Up fromthe water—The earliest paint- -

John pours water upon His head from & cap- |

also saw the dove and heard the voice. (John,

-/ 4

up. (Luke 3: 21.) Likea dove—Bothin {°°




DAILY READINGS.

M. Jesus and John, Matt. 8: 1-0.
T, Jesus and John, Matt. 5: 10-17.
V. Prepare the way, Isa, 40: 1-8.
T. A voice from heaven, Luke

9: 28-36.
TF. John’s witness, John 1: 156-28.

GOLDEN TEXT,

«This is My beloved Son, in
swwhom I am well pleased,’’-~
Matt, 8:17,

CATECHISM,
Q. 1. What is the chief end of
man?

A. Man's chief end is to glorlfy
God, and to enjoy him for ever.

LESSON HYMNS.

PROVE THAT. S. Behold the XLamb, John 1: .
2937, Nos. 481, 476, 105, 412, in the new
Jesus was divine. John 10; 80. | 8, Sent before, John 8. 23-86. Book of Praisc.

BIBLE SEARCH LIGHTS.

By whom was the first Gospel written? For
whom? When? Whose son was John the
Baptist? What relationship between his
mother and the Virgin Mary 2 Where was he
Day .izing ?

7. Did Jesusspeak in the same severe terms ?
(ch. 12: 34; 28: 13-15, 33; John 8:44.) How
may we escape the wrath to come? (Rom.
5:9; 1 Thess. 1: 10. .

8. What is the test of true repentance and
godliness? (ch. 7:16-18;12: 33.) 'What fruit
should the Chrigtian bear? (Gal. 5:22, 23.)

9. From whom were the Jews accustomed
to hoast of their-descent? (John 8: 33-39.)
How was it evident that they were not true
children of Abraham? (Jobn 8:39; Rom. 2:
23.) What real advantage did Jews have?
{kom. 3:1, 2.) What better claim may true
Christians make? (Rom.- 4:.1, 11, 16; Gal.
3: 29.

lo.) What parable uses language similar to
this? (Luke 13:6-9.) Whatsimilar warning

LESS

1. There is a ¢ wrath to come? "’

2. Only the penitent will escape it?

3. None are truly penitent who do not bring
forth the fruits of repentance ?

against fruicless discipleship? (John 15:86.)
{l. Shew that John’s baptism was not that
of the Christian Church? (Awis19:1-4.) Was
the baptism of the Spirit predicted? (Isa.
44:8.) Did Christ promiseit? (John 15: 26.)
‘Whea did it come? (Acts1:5; 2:4.)

12, What does the prophet say of the puri-
fying work of Christ? (Mal. 3: 2, 3.) What
is snid of his judgment of the wicked ? (Mal.
4:1.) What are Christ’s words? (Matt. 13:
30; Mark 9: 43-48.)

13. Where was Jesus residing? (Mark1:
9.) Why did Jesus seek baptism from John ?
‘What age washe at thistime? (Luke 3 - 23,)

16, 7. Was this enduement with the Spirit
predicted of the Messinh? (Isn. 11: 1, 2;42:
1; 61:1.) How oftén was this voics heard ?
(Matt. 17:5; John 12:28.) Where is the
Messiah called God’s Son? (Ps. 2:7.) God’s
Beloved Son—See Isa. 42:1; Matt. 12: 18;
Eph. 1: 6; Col. 1:13; 2 Pet. 1: 17.

ONS.

4. Jesus was ‘“made under the law ?! for
us?

5. Our hearts must be at fault if we cannot
I love Him whom God so loves ?

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING.
1—What evidences of repenfance did John wish to see? (4) |

2—0f what real value to a Jew was his descent from Abrahaw ?° (6)

3—In what respeet was Christ’s baptism superior to that of John? (4)

4—Why was Jesus baptized ? (6)

5—¥hat prcof was there given that He was the promised Messiah ? (5)
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LESSON Ii.—January gth, 1898,

JESUS TEMPTED. MATI. 4: I-IL
Commit vs, 17-20. .

1. Thon was Jesus led up of the Spiritinto tho wild-
erness to be tempted of the devil. And when he had
fasted forty days and forty nights, he afterwards
hungored.

8. And tho tempter came and said unto him, If
thou art the Son of God, command that these stones
become breads

4. Buthe answored end said, It is written, Man
shall not live by bre.d alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

5. Then thedevil taketh him intothe holy city;
and he set him on the pinnacle of the temple,

8. And saith unto him, If thou art the Sean of God,
cast thyself down :for itis written,

He shall give his angolscharge concerning thee?

And on their hands they shall bear thee up,

Lest haply thou dash thy foot againat o stone.

7. Jesus said unto him, Again it is writton, Thoy
shall not tempt the Lord thy God.

8. Agein, the devil taketh him unto an exceeding
high mountain, and sheweth him nil t.e kingdoms of
theworld, and the glory of them ; 8. and he said unto
him, All these thingy will I give thee, if thou will full
down and worship me.

10. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence,

thy God, and him only shalt thou serve,

came and ministered unto him.

1. Temptation in the wilderness. va. 1-4.

LESSON PLAN‘{ II. Temptation on the Temple Roof.
III. Temptation on the Mountain Top.

vs. 57
vs. 8-11.

HELPS [N STUDYING.

INTRODUCTORY. The teraptation of Christ
followed immediately upon His baptism (Mark
1:12). Adam, the sinless man, Wwas tempted
and fell ; Christ, ‘‘ the second Adam,” the sin-
less Saviour met man’s arch-enemy and veun-
quished him. As the garden was & fitting type
of Adam’s innocence, so the wilderness in
which Christ met Satan, corresponded toman’s
condition of moral desolation through sin. The
temptation of Christ was as real as that of our
first parents. Read parallel accounts and note
variations., Mark 1: 12, 13; Luke 4: 1-13.

1. Of the Splrit—He was constrained by the
Holy Spirit. Luke says that he was full of
the Holy Spirit. Mark says ‘““the Spirit
driveth him.”? Bntothe wilderness, The
mountainous and barren district bebween
Jericho and Jerusalem is generally supposed
to have been the scene of the Temptation.
Mark says that he was ‘“with the wild beasts.”
The Devil—"The slanderer,” a ‘“false ac-
cuser,” the prince of evil spirits, the author
of man’s ruin.

2. Fasted—He was too much ghsorbed in
Lis spiritual conflict to feel hungry. In the
moment of nature’s extreme exhaustion Satan
renews his assault.

3. Stones—Theymay haveresembledloaves
in shape and appearance, The temptation-was
to use his miraculous power to satisfy his per-
sonal wants. Since he had becayne & man he
must snbmit to all human conditions without
any other relief than men have.

4. By bread alone.—(Deut. 8:3.) ‘‘The
ordinary food of man is not his sole depend-
ence, for God can supply his wants by His
creative word. He will not suffer His Son to

perish with hunger, and I will honor His love

by trusting to it, and not arbitrarily providing
for myself as if I feared He had forgotten me.”*

S. A pinnacle-R. V. Marg. ‘“‘awing,” lit.
‘“the little wing,’’ some well known part of
the edifice. .

6. Cast thyself down—The temptation
here was to put God’s loving care to the test
without good reason. It wasa demand thathe
should make an unwarranted use of God’s
gracious promises. Satan omits a very import-
ant clause from his quotation of Ps. 91: 11, 12,

7. Thoushalt not tempt—We must not

expect that God will protect us if wexush into

dangers unnecessarily. The words also contain j -

& rebuke to Satan for tempting Christ.

8. Mountain—We are not told where this
mountain was. Doubtless some magnificent
prospect was set before Jesus accompanied by
& glowing description of & world-wide sov-
ereignty.

9. Will i give Thee—I will be your
friend and not your ememy, if you will give
me a formal acknowledgment of suzerainty.”
The temptation here was to gain His Kingdom

by the help of Satan instead of through snffer- |

ing and death—to0 use unlawful means to gain
aright end. Satan could not give Christ the
kind of sovereignty he came o secure—He
could noet cast out devils by the power of
Beelzebub,

10. Thoushalt worship—(Deut. 6: 13;
10: 20; Josh. 24: 14;1 Sam. 7: 3.) No
success is real that doesmot come through
God’s blessing, and obedience to Him.

1. The Dovil leaveth Him—Luke adds,
‘! for & season,’’ he came back again (Luke 22:

53; John 14 : 40.) Rlinlstered unto Him— |-

Comforted Bim 28 in the Garden.
8

Satan: forit is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord :
11. Then'the devil leaveth him; and behold, angels
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GOLDEN TEXT.

«Forin that He himself hath
guftered being tempted, He is
able to succor them that are
tempted.”—Heb. 2: 15,

PROVE THAT

DAILY READINGS.

M. Jesus tempted, Matt. 4: 1-11,

T. “Not by bread alone,” Deut.
8: 1-6.

W. The tempter, 1 Pet, 5: 6-11.

T. Safety of the Godly, Ps, 91: 1-12,

F, Enduring temptation, Jas, 1:
1217, .

S, Tempted but without sin, Heb,

4: 11-16,
S, Able to help, Heb, 2: 9-18,

CATECHISM.

Q. 2. What rule hath God given
to direct us how we may glorify
and enjoy Him?

A, The Word of God, which ig
contained in the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments, is the
only rule to direct us how we may
glorify and enjoy Him,

LESSON HYMNS,
Nos, 538, 166, 258, 256.

Jesus was human, Iicb. 2: 14,

BIBLE SEARCH

1. How soon after Christ’s Baptism did the
temptation take place? (Mark1: 12) Have
we other instances of bodily removal under the
influence of the Spirit? (1 Kings 18:12; 2
Kings 2: 16; Ezek. 3: 14; 8- 3; 11: 1, 24; 43:
5; Acts 8: 39.) Why was Jesus thus tempted?
(Heb. 5:8; 4:15.) What assurance have we
of victory over temptation? (1 Cor. 10: 13.)

2. Was this a literal abstinence from food?
(Luke 4: 2.) What indicates that the period is
to be taken literally alsc? Mention other
forty-day fasts? (Ex. 34: 28; 1 Kings 19: 8.)
Another instance of spiritual occupation ren-
dering Jesus unmindful of hunger. John 4:
31-34. .
3. Another who challenged Jesus to prove
His sonship by a miracle—ch. 27: 40. Had
God’s Son power to change stones into bread ?
(John 1: 3; Ps. 33: 9.) .

4. With what weapon does Jesus parry the

LIGHTS.

assaults of Satan?® (Eph. 6: 17.) What
promises might Jesus rely upon? DPs.34: 9,
10; 37: 3; Isa. 33: 16.)

5. Why was Jerusalem cailed the ‘ holy
city >’ ? In what other passages is it so called ?
{Neh. 11: 1, 18; Isa. 48: 2; 52: 1; Dan. 9, 24;
Matt. 27: 53; Rev. 11: 2.)

6-7. Angels minister to God’s children. {2
Kings 6:17; Ps. 34: 7; Heb. 1: 14.) Are we
invited to pub God to the test? (Mal. 3: 10;
Isa. 7:12.) When is it wrong to ‘‘tempt’’ God?
g(l))egt.) 6: 16; Ex. 17: 2; Acts 15:10; 1 Cor.

8-10. Has Satan great power in the world ?
(Eph. 6:12; 1 Pet. 5: 8, 9; 2 Cor. 4: 4.) How
did he come to be the enemy of God? (Jude
6.)  'What will be his final doom? (Rev. 20:
10.) To whom does the power claimed by
§atgn) really belong? (Ps. 75: 6, 7; 1 Sam. 2:

, 8. .

LESSONS.

1. Jesus can help us when we are tempted.

4. ““The end ’’ does not justify the means—

2. God’s children may trust Him to supply | we should not do evil that good may come.

all their wants.
3. We should not ‘‘ tempt Providence’’ by
rashly exposing ourselves to danger.

5. God sendsangels to comfort and strengthen
those who are faithful in trial.

QUESTIONS TC BE ANSWERED IN WRITING,

1—What was the first temptation ? (4)

2—Why would it have been wrong for Jesus to do it? (6) .

3—What was the second temptation? (4)

*

4~Why' would it have heen wrong for Ji esus to do it? (6)

5—Why would it have been wrong to yield to the third temptation? (5)
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LESSON III—January 16th, 1898,

BEGINNING OF THE MINISTRY OF.JESUS. MATY. 4 ¢ 17-25.
Commitvs, 3: 10

17. From thot timo began Jesus to preach, and to
8oy, Repent ye ; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

18. And walkiug by the gea of Galilee, he saw two
Brethren, Simon who is called Peter, and Androw his
brother, casting & net into the sea; for they were
fishers,
. 19, And bosgith unto them, Come yo after me, and
T will make you fishers of men.

20. And they straightway loft thenets, and followed

m.

1. And going on from thence he spw other two:
brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his

ing their nots; and he calied them. 22. And they
sgrglghtwny left the boat and their father, and follow=~
ed him,

23, And Jesus went about in 51} Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the king-
dom, and healing all manner of disease and all man-
ner of sickness among the people.

24, And the report of him went forth into all Syria s
and they brought untahim all that were sick, holden
with divers diseases and torments, possessed with
devils, and epiloptic,and palsicd ; and ho healed them,

25. And there followed him great multitudes from
@Galilee nxid Decnpolis and Jerusalem and Judma and

brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father mend-

LrssoN PLAN. { B

HELPS N -

INTRODUCTORY. After the temptation Jesus
returned to Bethab’ara, where John was still

rezching and baptizing. Here He was joined

y His fivst disciples, John, Andrew, Peter,
Philip and Nathan‘ael. These accompanied
Hint to Galilee and witnessed His first miracle
at Cana. In Aypril Jesus went up to Jeru-
salem to attend the Passover and spent sum-
mer and autumn in Judea. In December He
returned to Galilee, and on the way discoursed
with the woman at the well. Afterhealing the
nobleman’s son at Capernaum, Jesus went to
Nazareth and announced Himself as the Mes-
sinh, but was rejected. He then took up His
residence at Capernaum: and hegan His public
ministry. Read John, Chaps. 1 fo 5; Matt.
+: 12-16; Luke 4: 14-32.

i7. From that time—Namely, the date of
His rejection at Nazareth and retirement to
Capernaum. ‘This marks the formal beginning
of His ministry. The Kingdem of Heaven,
the new dispensation of which he was Prophet,
Priest and King. .

18. A net—This was a large, circular net
with lead sinkers around the rim. Whenskil-
fully thrown over a school of fish it sank rap-
idly enclosing them as in a tent. It was then
drawn ashore. ’

19. Compare Matt. 13: 47-50.

20. They were alrendy His followers in
heart, and now become His personal attendants
dwming His public ministry and enter upon
their training for the spostieship.

21. QOther two-These were partners of Peter
and Andrew (Luke 5: 10) and were also be-
lievers in Jesus (John 1: 37-40). Some suppose

- that James and John were cousing of Jesus,

from heyond Jordan.

I. Jesus Calling His first Disciples. va. 17-22.
Jesus Blessing, vs. 23-25.

STUDYING.

19: 25; Mark 15: 10; Mutt, 27: 56). Jesuws
was probably well acquainted with them all.

22. Their Father-Christ hashigher claing
upon us than any earthly parent. (Matt. 10:
87.) Yet they did not leave their father to

arms. That would have been wrong.
7: 10-13.) Mark tells us that there were hir
servants in the boat. Mark 7: 10-13. :
23, Qalilee—This was the most densely
peopled part of Palestine. Its population at

The Syniagogues—These were the Jewish
placesof worship. Here the people assembled on
the second, fifth, and seventh, days of the week
for the purpose of reading the Scripturesand di-
vine worship. On these occasions Jesus took

working miracles. Doubtless the synagogue
was at his digposal whenever he came toa town,
for it was the most convenient and seemly
place for religious 4’zcussions. Preaching
the Gospel—*“heralding the good tidings.”
That the Redeemer had come was indeed good
news. He proves by His miracles that He is 8
““ prophet gent from God.”

24. All Syria—His fame went beyond the
bounds of the Holyland, northward and east
ward. Those which were possessed

An evil spirit takes possession of a human
being and torments the unfortunate sufferer.

their mother being the sister of Mary. . (Jobn

and Sidon,

8

suffer want through lack of their strong young |
Mark | 4

 this time was between two and three millions, |

the opportunity of preaching His doctrines and | -

with devils—Missionaries in China tell us{
that such casesaré common among the heathen. { *

25. Decapo’lls—‘‘ The Ten Cities.”” Adis |-
trict chiefly east of the Jordan, mostly heathen. §
Beyond Jordan—Peraea, the country between |
the Jabbok and the Arnon, east of the Jordan. i-
Mark and Luke add that some came from Tym | -

ot}




GOLDEN TEXT.

wThe people which sat in
dnrkness saw great light.”—
Matt, 4: 16,

PROVE THAT®
Jesus enlightens men, John 1: 9,

DAILY READINGS,
M, Beginning of the ininistry of
Jgesus, Iﬁatt. 4: 17-26.
T, Phllis *Plnd Nathanael, John
: 43-51,
w. Teluczlii%; with authority, Mark
T, God'sanointed, Acts 10: 3443,
F. Gracious words, Luke 4: 14-22,
8. The message rejected, Luke 4:

23-82
S. The Great Physician, Luke 4:
5344,

CATECHISM.
Q. 8. What do the Scriptures
prmc'iﬁlally teach? P
A. The Scriptures _principally
teach what man is to bellieve con-
cerning God, and what duty God
requires of man,

LESSON mn»is.
Nos, 562, 529, 88, 544,

BIiBLE SEARCH LIGHTS.

Where was the first year of Jesus’ ministry
spent? Where do we find it recorded ? (John,
chapters 1-4.) What disciples joined Him
immediately after the Temptation? Why did
Jesus leave Judea? (Matt. 4- 12.) What
reception did He meet with at Nazareth ? Why
did he select Capernaum as His residence ?

17. A fuller account of Christ’s first preach
ing. (Mark 1:14, 15). Compare this with
John's message. (Ma,tt. 3:2.) How should
repentence be manifested? (Luke 3: 10-14.)
What is meant by ‘‘the Kingdom of Heaven *’?
“What did Jesus bid His disciples preach?
(Matt. 10: 7.) .

18. Compare the fuller account in Luke 5:
1-11. What miracle preceded the call of these
disciples? Were Andrew and Petor already
believers in Jesus? (John 1: 40-42.) Where
was their home? (John 1:44.)

19. What did Christ mean by ‘‘follow me’’?,
(Mark 9: 88.) What does the command mean to

. us who cannot follow Him from place to place?

Matt. 1C: 38; 1 Cor. 11: 1; Phil. 2:5.) In
what parable is the Kingdom of Heaven com-
pared to a net? (Matt. 13: 47-50.)

20. What sacrifice did this involve ? (Mark
10: 28.) What reward is promised to those
who show the same prompt obedience? (Mark
10: 29, 30.) What later apostle shewed the
same spirit? (Gal. 1: 16.)

21. 'What evidences of Zebedee’s wealth and
good social position? (Mark 1: 20; Luke 5:
7; Johu 18, 15). Were James and John re-
lated to Jesus? (John 19: 25, compare Mark
15: 40, 41; Matt. 27: 56.)

23-24. How is the ministry of Jesus briefly

| desoribed by Peter? (Acts 10: 38.) How is

it described in prophecy ? (Isa. 53: 4; Matt.
8: 17.) Were the disciples able to cast oub
demons? (Luke 10: 17.) Did they &ome-
times fail? (Matt. 17: 16, 19-21.)

LESSORS.

1. The first demand of Jesus is ‘‘ repent’’?

4. Like Jesus, we should go about ‘‘doing

2. Jesus is nearest those who are active and good.”

aithful in daily duties.
3. We shall never be losers by following
Jesus.

5. Crowds follow Jesus but they do mot all
receive Him into their hearts.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING.
1—Where did Jesus begin His public ministxy ? (5)

2—To what did Jesus call these disciples? (5)

3—How did their new work resemble their former-ocoupation? (5)

4—Describe the work that Jesus was doing? (5)

5—Name some of the places from which people came to Him ? (5)

9 .
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LESSON 1V.—January 23rd, 1895.

‘I'HE BEATITUDES. MaTr. 5! I-12,
Commit ve. 3-1C.

1. Andeecing the multitudes, ho went up into the
mountain ; and when he had sat down, his disciples
came unto him ; .

2, Andheopened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3. Blessed are the puorin spirit: for theirsis the
kingdom of heaven.

4, Blessed are they that mourn ; for they shall be
comforted. B .

5. Blessed are the meok ; for they shall inherit the
earth.

6. Blessed are they ‘hat hunger and thirst afier
righteousness ; for they suall be filled. .

7. Blessed aro the merciful ; for thoy shall cbtain
merey.

e 8;1 Blessed aro the pure in hear, ; for they shall ges
od. .

9. Blessed are the peace-makers ; for they shall be
called sons of God, .

10. Blessed arethey that have been persecuted for
righieousness’ sake; for theirz is the kingdom of
heaven.

11, Blessed areye when men shall reproach you, and
persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you
fulsely, for my sake.

12. Rejoice. and be exceeding glad: for preat is

yourreward in heaven ; for so persecuted they the
prophets which were befare » ou.

LEssoN PLAN,

+ I Religion in the Heart, vs. 1-6, 8.
II. Religion in the Life, vs. 1, 10-12.

HELPS N STUDYING.

INTRODUCTORY. The teachings of uie sexmor
on the Mouns were doubuiess delivered ovn
more thun one occasion, but the discourse in
Luke 6 : 20-49 is probably the same as the one
in our lesson. It was delivered on a level place
near thetop of a double-peaked hill called trom
the villageat its base, The Horns of Hattin,
about seven miles west of Caperngum. The
¢ Mountain?? was only about 6U feet high.
Our Lord had spent the whole of the preiious
night in prayer. (Lake 6:12). Time, sum-
mer of A.w. 28.

1. A Mountain.R. V.—“The mountain.”
The hill above the village where they were
staying. When he was set—Jewish teachers
always sat while addxessing the people; tvho,
on thair part, stood respectfully around them.
His disciples—The discourse was addressed to
them, butthe people learned from it the nature
of His kingdom and service.

2, He opened His mouth—This phrase
indicates that what follows was spoken ear-
nesily and impressively. -

8. Blessed—Blessedness does nob result
from outward circumstances but from inward
spiritual conditions. Happiness depends upen
our swrroundings and relations to ofhers.
Poor In Spirit—This is the opposite of pride,
self-righteousness and self-conceit. The word
for “‘poor”? denotes utter destitution. “A broken
and empty vessel for the Master’s use made
meet.”? The Kingdom of Heaven—Hea-
ven and ali its glories. This means heaven's
oy in the heart now.

4. They that rourn—Sorrow, if accom-
panied hy asubmissive spirit, brings a blessing.
This is specially true ¢f sorrow_for sin. All
such mourners will be comforted with pardon
for Jesug’ sake.

8. The meek—The opposite of revengeful,
nob resenting injuries, but bearing them with
eelf-ocnirol and forgivemess in the heart.

Enherit the earth—The followers of the mesk
and lowly Jesus shall one day possess the whole
world. It isalso true that the meek are the
most contented and happy.

8. Hunger and tf\irst after righte-
ousness—~Those who earnestly desire to have
their sins pardoned and their hearts made pure.
These shall have complete acquittal at the bar
of divine justice, the perfect righteousness of
Sllm%t 1}5 xéxx}.')a‘rt,e%"i1 to thﬁ:m, and by the work of

he Holy Spirit, they shall be m
holy 86 lasl? t, they ade perfectly

7. The merciful — The compassionate H
those who shew kindrness to the destitute and
afflicted. God will deal <vith us as we deal with
our fellow men. The hard-hearted and selfish
are hateful in God’s sight.

8. The pure in heart—Those whose affec-
tions are set on God and holiness and wko try
tokeep their veyy thoughts from sin. *‘ Every
sin puts a foul markon the soul.” See Qod—
This implies reception into God’s favor and
fellowship. He reveals Himself to the pure-
hearted.

9. Peace-makers—Theseare true follow-
ers of Him who came to bring ‘‘peace on earth.”
There is nothing more unchristian than anger
and strife between neighbors. ““Sons of God”
{R.V.)—Men recognize their relntionship and
likepass to God.

For righteousness’ sake—Because they
are trying to do right and are Christlike. The
cause for which one suffers makes all the iff-
erence bebween a martyr and a felon.

1. Revile you (R. V. reproach you)—Say
‘hitter and unkind things about you. Sayall
sanaer of evil— Luke: ‘ Cast out your
name,” make it & byeword of shame and dis-
honor.

J2. Heaven will more than make up for all
that Christians con be made to suffer on earth.
They will share the blessedness of prophets,
martyrs and saints in glory.

10

S

Pp—




<+

T U

GOLDEN TEXT.
«Ye are the Light of the ¥

World.”—Matt. 5: 14 V. Perfection of
—_— T,
PROVE THAT F
Jesus blesses men. Acts 8: 26, g

DATILY READINGS.
The Beatitudes, Matt. b: 1-12,

. A guiding ngm:i Matt, 5 13-20.
© 3848,

Blessings in disguise, Luke 6:
. Blessings of obedience, Ps. 119:

Mo-tiv'e for love, 1 John 4:4-12,
Walking inlight, 1Jobn 2: 1-11.

CATECHISM.

Q. 4, Whatis God?

A. God ig a Spirit, infinite, eter<
nal, and unchangeable, in His
being, wisdom, power, Roliness,
justice, goodness, and truth,

LESSON HYMNS,
Nos. 86 (Ps.), 147, 219, 249,

ove, Matt. 5:

BIBLE SEARCH LICGHTS.

What important step did Christ take at this
time? (Mark 3: 13.) How was he occupied
during the preceding night? (Luke 6: 12.)
With what other mountain might this one be
compared? (John1: 17.)

3. What special promise of divine blessing
to the humble and contrite? (Isa. 57: 15;
66: 2.) What gives all divire service its
value? (Ps. 51: 17.) From what are the
humble-minded safe? (Prov. 16: 18, 19.;
What is better than honor? (Prov. 15: 33.
What special promise to the godly poor? (Isa.
2.5.

4. )How did Jesus comfort the mourners?
(Isa. 61: 2, 3.) What kind of soxrrow is
meant? (2 Cor. 7: 10.) Tlustrate some of
the benefits of affiietion.—Deut. 8: 2; Ps. 94:
12, 13; Isa. 48: 10; Rom. 5: 3; 2 Cor. 4: 17;
Heb. 12: 11. . .

S. What O. T. verse is here quoted? Ps.
37: 11.) Which is more noble, to resent an
njury, or to overlook it? (Prov. 19: 11: 25.
15; Ece. 7: 8.) How may we cultivate meek-
ness? (Gal. 5: 22, 23.) In what sense will

the meek inherit the earth? (Rom. 4: 13.)
What t« mporal blessings belong to the meek ?
(Prov. 14: 29; 16: 32.%

S. Who are invited to tue Gospel feast?
(Ise. 55: 1; 65: 13; John 7: 37.)  Illustra-
tions of this spiritual craving—DPs. 113: 20;
63:1;42: 1, %.)

7. What promises to those who help those
inneed? (Ps. 41: 1-3; Prov. 19: 17; 20: 21;
22: 9; Heb. 6: 10; Deut. 15: 10.) Is this
an essential part of true religion? Isa. 68: 7%,
10 ; Matt. 25: 35, 36; Jas. 1:27.)

8. Is inward purity necessary to acceptable
approach to God? (Ps, 15: 2; 24: 4; Heb.
12: 14; Eph. 5: 5.) Can we have this vision
of God in some measure now? (1 Cor. 13, 12.)
;W:gt és)the effect of ‘‘seeing God ? (1 John

126 .

10-12. Why should the persecuted rejoice?
(Acts 5: 41; 1 DPet. 4: 13, 14.) May one
suffer reproach and not be blessed? (1 Pet.
4: 15.) What should be the ultimate issue of
trial?  (Rom. 5: 3-5.)

LESSOWNS.

1. True happiness has its source within the

breast.

2. Humility and sorrew msy result in honor

and joy.

|

3. Be kind-hearted and pure-hearted.

4. Try to reconcile those at enmity with one
another.

5. Do not shrink from doing right becauss
others will abuse you.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING,

1—Who are the poor in spirit? (5)

2—1In what sense do the meek *‘inherit the earth 2 (5)

%—What is meant by hungering and thirsting after righteousness? (3) .

4—1Who are the merciful ? (5)

5—What blessing is promised to those who suffer for Christ’s sake? (5)

11




.variations in Hislanguage.
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T e

LESSON V.—January 3oth, 1898. .
HOW TQ PRAV. MATT. 6. 5-15.
e Commse vs. 9-13.

6. And when yo pray, yoshail not be as the hypo-
eritos: for they love to stand and pray in the syna-
gogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may
be seon of men., Verily I szy unto sou, They have
received their reward.

6. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thine
jnner chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy
Father which is in secret, and thy Father which seoth
in geeret shall recompenso thee.

7. And in praving use not vain repetitions, as the
Gentiles do: for they think that they shall be heard
for their much spenkine.

8. Banat therefuralika unta them : for your Fother
knoweth what things ye huveneed of, before ye ask

him.

55502 § 1. The
LEssoN PLAN. L1l The

HELPS N

INTRODUCTORY. After pointing out the true
gpirit of alms giving, our Saviour takes up
the subject of prayer. This He shews should
be unostentatious, sincere, and heartfelt. He
concludes with a form of prayer, which He
afterwards repeated to His disciples, with slight

does not seem to have been enjoined as & form
0 be constantly repeated; it is offered rather as
amodel for all prayers. Yet most Christians
have felt that, although its frequent use asa
meve form is pure superstition, yet its reverent
recital on suitable occasions is honoring to Christ
and promotive of unity aud furvor in worship

5. They love tg pray—Their delight was
notin praying butin making a shew of theirde-
votions. sganding-’l‘hiswastheusualposture
in prayer, but Jews also kuelt, or prostrated
themselves with the forehead touching the
ground. We do not have any authority in
seripture, or propriety, for sitting during
Pprayer. Thneyhave (R. V. received) their
reward—Theonly reward they xeally look for,
and certainly the only one they will get, is the
Ppraise of men.

8. Closet (R. V. ‘“inner chamber,”) asop-
posed to synagogues and street corners. In
secret—Christ was the first religions teacher
who clearly enjoined secret and silent prayer
(Carr). We can pray silently even when
others are around us, but all need times of sec-
ert communionwith Ged when the chamber door
is shut, Reward thee (R.V. omits “openly”)
—Shall give you your heart’s desire. :

7. Vain repetitions—The word is trans-
lated by Tyndale “Babble notmuch.” It means
the indistinet, rapid and mechanical repetition
of set forms; praying without meaning or
feeling what is said; as Romanists do when
‘“saying their beads,” and attaching a value
to the number of times 2 prayer is said over.
Christ does not forbid long prayers, nor the
repatition of the same wonds, when they are
uttered in the true spirit of prayer.

8. ForCod, your Father (R.V. margin)

(Luke 11: 2). It.

—clearly enjoined secret and silent prayer

9. After this manner therefore pray ye:

Our Father which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name,

10. Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done, as in heaven, 8o on earth,

11. Q@ive us this day our daily bread,

12. And forgiveus our debts, as wealso have for-
given our debtors. .

13. And bring us not into temptation, but deliver
us from the evilone.

14. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. .

15. Butifyo forgive not men their trespasses,neither
will your Futher forgive your trespasses.

Mode of Prayer. vs. 1-8.
Model Prayer. vs. 9-I3.

STUDYIRNG.

‘We do not need to act like the fanatical wor-
shippers of Baal (1 Kings, 18: 26), for we are
asking a Father who loves us and only waits
for our asking to give us what he already knows
that we need. -

9. After this manner—‘In some brief
and comprehensive way such as this.” Itisa
Specimen prayer, and may also be profitably
used as ib stands. Qur Father—We are to
come to God in the spirit of children who love
and trust Him (Rom. 8: 15:) Which—Not
‘‘who.” No contrast is drawn between God
and earthly parents—the mind is directed to
the glorious majesty of the Being we call
** Father.” Bnheaven—The great God who
rules over all is yet full of love and pity-for
His children on earth., Hallowed—Held in
reverence. ¥y name—We should not speak
God’s name save in a reverent tone of voice.
Everything connected with God’s worship is to
be treated with reverence.

10. Thy kingdom come—Thisis a prayex
for the conversion of the heathen (Ps. 2: 8.)
As it is in heaven—Wiih the willing and
perfect obedience of the angels.

il. Daily bread—We are nob tanght to pray
for luxuries, although ‘we may enjoy fhese
thankfally if God sends them. Those who
have fewest wants are happiest. .

2. Debts—All our sins and neglected
duties.

13. Ingo temptation— God does not
temptusbubHe permits us to he tempted. Here
wepray thathe will not permitus to be tempted
beyond our ability to resist. (1 Cor. 10+ 13.)
From eVil—R.V. “from the Evil One.” But
the Greek will hear either meaning, and the
old form gives the broadest and mosk compre-
Lx‘gﬁsxi;e g)‘x’gyeli‘: We ?é})c to be delivered from

ver: * form. mpare 2 Tim. 4: 18.)
““What doth the conclusi ?
prayes bt wer on of the Lord’s

13. 14. Trespasses— Intenti
and therefore the hardest to foxg?:e]jal offences

12
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GOLDEN TEXT,

«“Pray to thy Father which
is in secret.”—Matt, 6: 6.

18: 9-14,

23-33.
PROVE THAT
Jesus hears prayer. John 14:13, 819,

DAILY READINGS.

M. How to pray, Matt. 6: 5-15.

T. Encouragement to prayer.
Matt, 7: 7-12.

‘W, Believing prayer, Jas, 1 1-8.

T. True and false prayer, Luke

¥. In Christ's name, John 16:

8. A merciful God, Ps. 86: 1-10,
8, Abundant goodness, Ps, 145:

CATECHISM.
Q. 5. Are there mor. Gods than
one?

A. There is but_one oniy, the
liv&?% aﬁd true God,
. How many persons are

there in the (mdhea»d%)‘3

A, Theseare three persons in the
Godhead, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost; and_these three
areone God, thesame in substance,
equel in power and glory.

. LESSON HYDMNS.
Nos. 395, 393, 404, 897,

BIBLE SEARCH LIGHTS.

Where do we find another version of this
prayer? (Luke 11: 2.) Where was it given?
Note the differences between the two versions.
How do you account for them?

S. Has God declared His speeial aversion to
pride? (Prov. i6: 5; Jas. 4: 6.) What was
the*usual posture in prayer among the Jews?
(1 Sem. 1: 26; 1 Kings 8: 22; Mark 11: 25;
Luke 18: 11.13.) 'What other attitudes w-ve
assumed ? (1 Chr. 293 20; Neh. 8: 6; Gen. 17t
3.) Of what other persons does Christ declare
that they ‘‘have their reward *’? (verses 2, 16.)

6. Give examples of silent and secret prayer
—1 Sam. 1: 13; 2 Kings 4: 33; Neh. 2: 4.
When will true piety be rewarded openly?
(Luke 8: 17;14: 314.) - -

7. Should our prayers be carefully consid~
ered beforehand? (Ece. 5: 2; Prov. 10: 19.)
Give an example of ‘‘vain repetitions”? (2
Kings 18: 26; Acts 19: 34.)

8. Why is God’s foreknowledge a ground of
confidence in prayer? (verse 32; Luke 12: 30;
John 16: 23, 27.)

8. On what ground are we warrinted in
calling God our Father? (Rom. 8: 15.) Im
what sense is God the Father of all men?
Acts17: 28; Luke 15:,21.) Other references
to heaven as the glorious palace of God—Ps.
115: 3; Dan. 4: 35; Ps. 11: 4; Isa. 57: 15; 63:
15;66: 1. Reverent use of God’s name—Ps.
111: S; Deut. 28: 58; Isn. 6: 3.

10. "When will Clucist’s kingdom fully come?
(Rev. 11:15.) How the angels obey God—
Ps. 103: 20, 21; Dan. 7: 10; Heb. 1: 14. The
example of Christ Himself—John 5: 30; 6: 38,

1. Why is -this petition a wise one? (Prov.
30: 8, 9; John 6: 27; Ps. 37: 25.)

i2. On what occasion did Christ speak of
our sins as debts? (Luke 7: 40-48.) What is
the difference between ‘‘debts’ and ‘‘tres-
passes?”? '

3. From what does temptation arise? (ch.
26: 41; Jss. 1: 13, 14.) How does God aid
the tempted ? (John 17: 15; Rev. 3: 10; 1 Cor.
10: 13; 2 Pet. 2: 9.)

14,15. Read ch. 18: 21-35; Mark 11: 25,
26; Eph. 4: 32; Col. 3: 13. .

LESSONS.

1. True piety does not court vbservation.

4. There are three pelitions for God's glory,

2. No: the quantity, but the quality of our  three for our owy souls, and but vne for earth.

prayers counts with God.

3. We may trust the love of our heavenly|

Father,

ly things.
5. The unforgiving will be unforgiven.

QUESTIONS TO~ BE ANSWERED IN WRITING,
1—How does Christ describe the prayers of hypocrites? (6)

2—What petitions in the Lord’s Prajyer xefer to God’s Glory ? (5)

3—How many refer to our spiritual wants, and how many to earthly blessings? (3)

4 ~Thy 3 the word *‘ which > in verse 9 preferable to ‘ who,”” and ‘' debts ™ in verse 12 pree

ferable to ** trespasses®’? (6)

5—1Vhat i said of those who will not forgive others? (3)
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LESSON V1.-~Hebruary 6th, x898.
OUR FATHER’S CARE. MATY. 6: 24-34.

Commit

24. Noman can serve two raasters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other ; or olse he will
hold to one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve
God and mammon.

25. Thercfore X eay unto you, Be not anxious for
your life. what ye shall eet, or what ye shall drink ;
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Isnot
toe life more than the food, and the body than the
raiment ?

26 Beheld the birds of the heavea, that they sow
not, neither do they renp. nor gather into harns; and
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not ye of
much more value than they ?

27. And which of you by being anxiouscan add one
cubit unto his stature? |

28, And why are ye anxious concerning raiment ?
Consider the lilies of the field. how they grow; they

LESSON PLAN. { 1L

HELPS iM

INTRODUCTORY. The first part of this
chapter treats of almsgiving, prayer, and fast-
ing ; the second part, from verse 19 to the end,
18 a warning aguinst love of the worid, ora
oo anxious care for the things of this life. in
Tiuke 32 : 22.34, we have the same thoughts
in & discourse that was utbered probably some
time subsequent to the Sermon on the Movnt,
No doubt our Lord often repeated his most
important teachings.

24&. This verse occurs againin Luke 1A :
13, and in quite ancther connection, Chr &
demands wholehearted, undivided allegian .
Two Rlasters. These are supposed to be
quite opposite to each other, hence the im-
possibility of giving one’swholeservice toboth.
tlammon— Syriac word meaning *“wealth. ”
It stands for love of the world (Col. 3: 5.)

25. TakenoThought—R. V. “Be not
anxious for your life.” Cureful forethought
is commended in scripture, but such anxiety
as hetrays want of confidence in (Rod’s loving
care is sinful. Your Hfs—literay, ‘‘w-vr
soul ? regaided as the vital principle ».umat~
ing the body. If God sustains this in exis-
tence will he not also enable you to clothe and
support the house it inhabits, the body ?

26. Behold—* Consider thebirds.”” Birds
are not idle, they work actively to find food
for themselves and their little ones. Bub God
cares for them and supplies their wantsina
manner suite to their nature and habits,
God will not feed his fowls and neglect his
children. v

27. By Taking Thought—R, V. “iy
being anxious.” Cubit”—from the Latin
word for ** the elbow,” the length from the
elbow to the tip of theiniddle finger, from 18
to 2linches. Stature.—R. V, margi

n 113 age, "
the Greek word may mexn either. It is better
1

ve., 25-26.

toil not, neither do theyspin: 29. Yet I say unto
you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not ar-
rayed like one of these.

80. But if God doth so clothe the grass of the field,
which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven,
shall ke not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?

31. Be not therefore anxious, saying, What shall
we eat? or. What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal
shall we bs clothed? 32.: Forafter all these things
do the Gentilos seek; for your heavenly Father know-
eth that yo have need of all these things.

33. Butseel yo first his kingdom. and his right-
eousness; and all these things shall be added unto

you.

34. Be not therefore anxious for the morrow: for
the morrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient unto
the day is the evil thereof.

I. What man cannot do. vs. 24, 27-29,
‘What God can do.
IIX. 'What man ought to do. vs. 25, 31-34.

vs. 26, 30.

STUDYING,

to understand it as ““ the measure of hig life
(compare Ps. 39: 6.) Anxiety may shorten

life but certainly never Iengthens it. Use well

| the timne God gives and be ready to surrender

' life into his hands whenever he calls us to do
80,

28. Thelilies—The word means bright
flowers generally. There are many very
beautiful lilies amongst the numerous wild
flowersof Palestine. How they grow—They
do not bustle about and worry themselves, but
simply yield themselves fo the quickening
influences of sun and soil, air and rain. God
dres everything for them.

29. Was not arrayed—better ‘ arrayed
not himself.” The contrast is between what
God can and will dofor usif we frust Him, and,
the best that we can dofor ourselves under the
most favorable circumstances.

30. The oven.—Wood is scarce in Pales-
tine and grass or herbage isused for fuel, as
corn stalks are in some of the Western States.
The oven was like a large earthenware jar,
‘This was heated and the cakes baked on its
surfacu.

31-32. The Gentiles.— The heathen who
Lnew pothing about & loving Fatherin heaven.

33. First—in orderof importance, ** above
everythingelse.” The Kingdom of Qod.—
Seek entrance into it by faith in Christ and
become *¢ imitators of God as beloved children
(Eph. 5: 1 R V.) Allthese things—
everything necessary for our earthly comfort
and bappiness. (Lukel8:29, 30.)

S4.—Do not bewrow trouble ; the present
has enough of it own and that which we dread
in the future may never happen. Wearein
God’s good. hands and ** as our days so shall

our strength be ' (Deut. 33 : 25).
4
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GOLDEN TEXT.
«He careth for you,”—1 Pet,

5 L W
T,
PROVE THAT .

Jesus teaches faithin God. Mok | &
11; 22, S

DAILY RYADINGS.
M, 0.21)1; 8z‘nther‘s care, Matt, 6:

T, Confidence in God, Ps. 3.
. Testimony of experience, Ps.

34: .
. The Lord delivereth, Ps, 34:
12-22

Asufe keeper, Ps, 91; 9-16,
. God's care for gparrows, Luke

12: 1-7.
. Without care, Phil. 4; 1.9,

CATECHISM,
%?7. What are the decrees of

0

A, The decrees of God are His
eternal purpose, according to the
counsel of his will, whereby, for
His own_glory, He hath foreor
dained whatsoever comes to pass,

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos, 9, 518, 514, 18,

BIBLE SEARCH LICHTS,

Where do we find the greater part of this
lesson repeated ? (Luke 12: 22-34). In
what connection does it there appear?

24. Where do we find this verse repeated ?
(Luke 16: 13). Illustrative texts Gal. 1: 10
1Thess. 25 45 Jas. 4:4;1 Tim. 6:17; 1
John 2 : 15,

25, Upon Whom should we cast our care ?
(Ps. 55 :22 ;1 Pet. 5 : 7.) Paul’s injunction
in regard to over anxiety. Phil. 4:6. What
is of more importance than life? (Matt. 10:
39; Acts 20 : 24.) Than what is the ¢‘life »’
more valuable ; (Matt 16: 26, R. V.)

26. God’s care for all creatures—Job. 38 :
414 Ps. 145: 16; 147: 9. God’s care for
man greater than his care for inferior creatures
Ps. 34: 10 ; Luke 12: 24..

27. Illustrations of human inability as
gybolio of moral importance. Jer. 10:23;
13: 23 ; Matt. 5: 36 ; man’s duty in view of
this, Jas. 4: 15 ; Prov, 16: 1 ;20 24.

28. Vanity in dvess reproved. 1 Tim. 2:
8  Lessons from the rose. Song of Sol. 2:1
(John 15: 1 ;) Ysa. 35 11 (55 : 12, 13.)

30. References to the fading of grass, or
flowers. Ps. 103: 15, 16 ; Isa. 40: 6-8 El Pet,
1: 24 ;) Sob. 14: 2. What promises of tem-

oral support are given to the Christian ;
?Ps.23:1; 34: 10; 84: 11; Rom. 8: 287
Phil. 4: 19.)

3E. Why not be anxious? (1 Tim. 6: 7. 8.)
What to do with anxiety. (1 Pet. 5: 7 ; Ps.
55:92: 121 : 3,

32. Temporal blessings from God. Deut.
8:18;10:18;12:7; Job.36: 11; Ps.23:
535;34:1;37:3;103:5:37:25;Isa. 33: 16

 Mal. 3: 10,

33. What famous king made this wise

choice ? (1 King3: 13. What was David’s - °

experience in regard to those who did this?
(Ps. 34:103 37: 25.) What was Christ’s
promise? (Mark. 10: 30 ;1 Tim. 4:8.) What
was Isaish’s prophecy ? (Isa. 33:16.) What
was Paul’s argument ? (Rom. 8 :31¢32.)
34. Why not be anxious about the future ?
(Ps.23:43;32:10; 37:5;91:1,9, 10;Isa,
43:2; Matt. 102 29, 30;1 Pet. 5;7 ; Jer,

49 : 11.)

LESSONS.
1. 'We should be chiefly anxious about  for things around us. He cared so auch for

doing our work well.

2. If we are honest and diligent we caa
trust God to provide for us, -

us that He gave His Sonto die for us.
4. If welove and serve Ged He has prom-
ised that we shall notlack any good thing.
5. Do mnot be too anxious about fubture

3. Nature teaches us how much God cares | troubles ; they may never come.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING,
1—Why is it impossible to serve two masters? (4)

2—Why should we not be vver-anxious about ov- temporal wants? (5}

2—What lesson should we learn from the lilies? (5)

4—What shonld we seek first of all? (3)

5—Why not be anxious for the future? (6)

15
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LESSON VII.—February V 13th, 1898.

THE CALL OF MATTHEW. MaTr. 9: 9-17.
Commit ve. 12, 13.

9. Andag Jesus passed by from theace, he sawa
an, called Matthew, sitting at the placeof toll: and
he saith unto him, Followme. And he arose, and
followed him.

10. Andit cameto pass, as hasat atmeat in the
house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and
sat down with Jesus and his disoiples,

11. And when the Pharisess saw it, they said unto
his disciples, Why eateth your Master with the publi-
cans and sinners ?

12. Butwhen hoheard it, he said, Theythat are
vghgle have no need of a physician, but they that are
sick,

13. Baut go ye and learn what this menneth, I desire

14, Thon como to him the disciples of John sayin®,
Why do we and the Pharigees fast oft, but thy disciples
fast not ? .

15. And Jesus said unto them, Can the sons of the
bride-chamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is
with them ? but the days will come, when the bride-
groom shall be taken away from them, and then will
they fast.

18. Andno man putteth s pieceof undressed cloth
upon an old garment; for that which should fillit up
taketh from the garment, and a worse rentis made.

17, Neither do men putnew wine into old wine-
gkins: else the sking burst, and the wine is spilled,
and the skins perish: but they put new wine into

mercy, and not sacrifice: for Icame ot to call the
vighteous, but sinners.

LESSON PLAN-

HELPS 1IN

InTtRODUCTORY. The call of Matthew pre-
ceded the Sermon on the Mount, although
Matthew narrates it here for the purpose of intro-
ducing the discomses at the banquet which
was given in his honor some six months after-
wards. Time: autump, A.D. 28; Place: Caper-
naum.

9. From Thence.—~That is, from the
house iy which he cured the paralytic (vs. 2—8;
He went out to the Iake shore (Mark 2: 13
where the receipt of custom would nasurally
be. RMlatthew.—Same as Levi {Mark2: 13-
22; Luka 5: 27-39). Sonof Alphaeus.—The
nawe means ‘‘the gift of God!' (Greek
¢ Theodore *’) and was probably adopted when
he becoma afollower of Jesus. The Recelpt
of Custom.—The place where taxes, orcus-
toms dues, were paid, ‘‘at the place of toll”’
(R.V.) Possibly a mere booth by the roadside
at the entrance of the town.

10. Sat at leat—R.V. Marg. ‘‘reclined”
The word mesns to ‘‘lie up to the table.”
The Jews did not sit as we do, but reclined on
low couches, placed with their ends to the
table. The House.—The house of Levi, or
Matthew (Iuke 5: 29). It wasa banquebin
honor of Jesus. Many of Matthew’s old com-
panions were present. Publicans.—Those
who eollected the Roman taxes. They were
often guilty of greatextortionand fraud (Luke
19: 8). By “sinners’’ are meant men who
did not observe the rigid rules of the law.—
“ Sinners from the Pharisees’ point of view.

The tern js often used with regard to the gen-|-

tiles. (Matt. 26: 45; Gal. 2: 15). Jesus,
however, did not avoid the company of the
immoral, but sought out the ‘‘sick? that He
might * heal ” them. *° Sat Down *—* Re-
clined.”

II" The Pharlsees.—They were not guests
but persons who came in and mingled with the
company. This was not considered rude, or
impertinent, as it wonld be with us. Unto
His disciples.—Politeness would restrain

them from addressing Jesus directly, and the
i

fresh wine-skins, and both are preserved.

I. Christ’s Mission vs. 9-13.
II. The Christian’s Liberty, va. 14-17.

STUDYINC. .

disciples -were probably nearer, and freer to en-
gage in conversation. Eateth.—Eating with
them appeared like treating them as equals
and bosom friends. The Pharisees quite mis-
understood the motive of Jesus.

They that be whole~Greek *‘strong.”
Healthy people do not send for the doctor.
His place is among thesick. A Physiclan.—
Jesus came to cure the disease of sin and the
worse the case the more claim it had upon his
attention. None are too bad to be cured if
they will come to Him. ’

13- § wili have~R. V. “ I desire.”” Do-
ing good to others is more pleasing to God than
the offering up of sacrifices. The quotation is
from Hosea6: 6. Our worship of God is not
acceptable if we do not try to win sinners to
Christ. A selfish religion, God hates.

{4. Fastoft.—Mark 2: 1§&, tells us that
they were fasting at the time. The feast was
on & fast day observed by the stricter Jews,
but not one prescribed by the law of Moses.

5. Children of the Bridechamber—
The groomsmen who escorted the bride to the
wedding. It may mean the wedding guests
in general. Jesus is the Bridegroom and the
Church is His Bride. The apostles were the
friends of the Bridegroom, who, with their
suceessors in the Christian ministry, bring the
bride to her husband.

16. New cloth-—R.V. ‘‘ Undressed cloth”
cloth that is not ¢ fulled,” or shrunk. When
the mended garment was washed this would
shrink and tear around the edges.

17. Bottles~R. V. * wine-skins.”” These
were not made of glass, as with us, but of
skins of animals. As the new wine fermented
it would expand the skin, old leather
being hard and inelastic would crack, while
new skin would yield by stretching. By the
‘“old bottles” Jesus meant the forms and
ceremonies of Judaism ; and by “new wine”
the freer teachings of the gospel. CThristians
cannot be bound by the narrow and slavisk
-Tules of the Pharisees. Our religion is full of

Tight, joy and 1iberty.
5
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GOLDEN TEXT,
«Follow me.’—Matt, 0: 9,

19: 1-10.

14-20,

PROVE THAT

Jesus Saves sinners, 1 Tim, 1:
15,

S. From
2.

DAILY READINGS.
M, The call of Matthew, Matt, 9: Q. 8. How doth God execute

9-17.
T, Another publican called, Luke
W. Christ's call obeyed, Mark 1;
T. A friend of sinners, Luke 7;
29-85,
T, Much forgiven, Luke 7: 86-50.

8. Joy in heaven, Luke 152 1-10.
darkness to light, 1 Pet.

CATECHISM, -

His decrees?
A, God executeth His decrces in
the works of creation and Provi-

ence, .
Q. 9, What Is the work of cre-
ation?

A. The work of creation is God’s
making 2ll things of nothing, by
the word of His power, in the
space of six days, and all very

d. ——
goo LESSON I YNNS.
Nos, 131, 161, 403, 155,

BIBLE SEARCH LICGHTS.

9,—What miracle immediately preceded the
eall of Matthew? Where was Jesus walking
when He spoke to Matthew? (Mark 2: 13).
‘What is meant by the ‘‘ receipt of custom?’?
By what other name was Matthew known?
(Mark 2: 14). Why does he himself use one
name and the other evangelists another?
What was his father’s name?

10.—What special occasion was this? (Luke
5:29). Who were the Publicans? Who
are meant by ‘‘sinners’’? Were those disci-
ples of Jesus? (Mark 2: 15}. 'Why does not
Luke call them ‘‘sinners” ? (5: 9) (He was
himself a Greek and wrote for Gentiles.)

{.—On what other occasion was the same
reproach nttered? (Luke15: 2). With what
parable was it answered ? (Seealso Zacchaeus
Luke19:7) How did Christ expose the hypo-
crisyp of the objectors? (Matt. 11: 16-19).
How should we meet those who make unrea-
sonable and deceitful eriticisms? (Gal. 2: 5).
From what does human sympathy spring?
(Heb. 5: 2). From what does Christ’s com-

passion arise? (Heb. 4: 15).

12, 13.—~What teachings of the Old Testa-
ment, had the Pharisees failed to appreciate ?
(Tzov. 21: 3;1 Sam. 15: 22; Ps. 50: 83
Hos. 6:6; Prov. 15: 8; Mich. 6: 6-8).
‘Who quotes this saying? (1 Tim. 1: 15;1
John 3: 5). Which is the first gospel mes-
sage to the sinner? (Luke24:47; Acts3:
31; 2 Peter3: 9).

14.—~What gave rise to the question ahout
fasting? (Mark 2: 18). What superfluous
fasting is mentioned? (Luke18: 12). What
Lind of fasting is most pleasing to God ? {Jsa.
58: 3-7).

1S.—~Where is Christ spoken of as the Bride-
groom of the Church? (Rev. 21: 2 ; Isa. 54:
5; 61:10; 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 22: 17).
When was the Brideg >m taken away ? (John
16: 6 ; Luke 24 : 13-17).

16, 17.—What attempt was made to. pub,

‘‘ new wine into old bottles'" ?(Aets 15: 1,5 5
Gal. 5:1-26; Phil. 3: 2; Col. 2: 8, 11,16 ;
3: 12).

LESSONS.

1. The Gospel is fitted for men in every
nest calling,

2. We should try to reform the wicked by

3. True religionshowsitself in efforts to win
souls. .

4. The only fast that God approves is ons
that the heart keeps.

kindness and sympathy.

5. Religion is free and joyous.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IR WRITING,

1—What was Matthew’s occupation? (4)

2—Why did Jesus mingle freely with all classes? (5)

3—Whas mistake did the Pharisees make regarding the service God required ? (6)

4—How did Christ justify His disciples for not fasting? (4}

5—What fact did Christ 1llustrate Ly the simile of wine hottles? (6)




LESSON VIIL—February 2oth, 1898,
THH TWELVE SENT FORTH. MATL 10: 2-15.

Commit vs, 5-8.

2, Now the names of the twelve apostles are theses

The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew
his brother;

James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;

8. Philip and Bartholomew;

Thomas, and Matthew the publican;

James the son of Alphmus, and Thaddssus;

4. Simon the Cananwan, and Judas Iscariot, who
also betrayed him.

5. Thesetwelve Jesus sent forth, and charged them,
saying: Go notinto any wavof the Gentiles, and en-
ter not into any city of the Samaritans; 6. Butgo
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,

And as ye go, preach, saying, 7. The kingdom of
Heaven isut hand, 8. Heul thesick, raise the dead,
cleanse the lepers, cast out devils; freely ye received,
freely give.

9. Getyou no gold, narsilver, nor brassin your
purses; 10. no wallet for your journey, neither two
coats, nor shoes, nor staff ; for the labourer is worthy
of hia food.

11. And into whatsoever city or village ye shall
enter,search out who in it is worthy; and there abide
till yego forth.

12. And asye enterinto the house, salute it, 13.
And if the house boworthy, let your peace come upon
it: butifit be not worthy, let your peace return to
you. -

14.  And whosoever shall not receive you, xor hear
| your words, asye go forth out -of that house ox that
city.shake off the dust o fyour feet.

15. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more toler-
able for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the dar
of judgment, than . or that caty.

I. The apostles. vs. 2-4,

LEssoNy PLAN.{ II. Their Instructions.
III. Their Entertainment.

HELPS N

INTRODUCTORY.—In selecting His twelve
apostles, Jesus set up the organization of His
Church. These were now placed in training
for the world’s evangelization. Our lesson is
therefore o very important, one for it gives the
firsb charge to Christian teachers, ministers,and
missionartes, and that from the lips of the
Master Himself. Time, autumn of A.D. 28.

>z, Galilee

2. Apostles.—The name means ‘‘one sent
forth?’ and is applied ina general sense to
others than the twelve (John 13: 16 ' he that
is sent.” Phil. 2: 25 “messenger ”’). Peter.
“a rock,” he got this.surname when first
called {John 1: 42).

3. Bartheclomew.—“Son of Tolma,”
generally supposed to be the same as Nathan-
ael (John1: 45). WMatthew, also called
Levi, and brother of James. Pubtican, tax
collector. Lebbeus, same as Jude or Judas,
not Iscariot (John 14 : 22).

4, Canaanite.~R. V. ‘ Cananaean,”’ a
Hebrew word meaning ‘‘ The Zealot 7 (Luke
6: 15; Acts1: 13). The Zealots were a fan-
atical scet whosought toresist the Roman rule
by fair means or foul. Some of them were
united in & secret society to murder prominent
Romans and Jewish traitors. When Simon
became a foliower of Jesus he saw the wicked-
ness of stch methods. [Iscariot ‘from
Kerioth,”? a village of Judah. He was the only
one of the Twelve who was not a Galilean.
The evangelists caunot name him without re-
membering his infamy.

S. Sentforth.—The verb corresponding
to the noun ‘“apostle.” They “were sent two
and two together (Mark6:%). Tho way
of the Gentiles,—Do nob take any road lead-
ingtoa Gentile commuaity, or do not visit
Gentile quarters, in the towns you come to.
Samaritans.— They were not yet to preach
to the Samaritans. These were & mixed race
partly of Hebrew descent. They believed the
five books of Mosesand hed & temple on Mount
or . on).

Lreject Christ

vs. 5-10.
vs, 11-15.

STUDYING.

8. Loutshesp.—The Jews were God’s.
chosen people, but they had turned from Him
and were worldly, self-righteous, and proud.

7. The kingdom of heaven.—The
Gospel dispensation.

8. Freely glve.—The power to do- these
things cost them nothing, so they were to
charge nothing for exerting it (Acts 81 18-20).
By working miracles they were able to show
that Christ sent them. .

9. Purses,—‘ girdles.” The belt was
liollow, and used for carrying money in ; their
garments did not have pockets. The “brass
refers to the *‘ copper ’’ coins of the-country.

i0. Scrip.—A ‘“scrap’”” bag. A leather
pouck for carrying provisions. They were not
to take a change of raiment nor spare sandals,
nor were they to buy a traveller’s staff for the
journey. They were to start out just as they
were ; live on the hospitality of those they
came to ; and trust to God’s providential care
to supply all their wants, ’

. Worthy,—i.c. to have youas his guest,
because heis ‘“waiting for the consolatior: of
Israel.”” Hospitable neighbors might invite
them, bub thuy were to be so engrossed in their
work as to spend no time in reeeiving such
attentions.

12. Salute it.—The usual words would be
‘‘peace be to this house”” (Luke 10: 5).

§3.,—1If they are kindly received and enter-
tained Christ will hear their courteous saluta-
tion as if it were a prayer, and bless those who
live in the house. )

1&. Shake off tite dust.—Asa sign that
you have no fellowship whatever with them,
not even & speck of their dust upon you.

IS. Sodom and Gomorrah.—These
cities had nothingbut the example of incon-
sistent Lot to teach them.  Bad as they were,
their guilt was less than thab of those who had
the whole Old Testament and the institntions
of religion to instruct and help them. Whab
shall we say of ourselves in comparison if we
i 1 Maitt. 11 3. 22-24). i
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GOLDEN TEXT,

freely give,"—Matt. 10; 8,

TROVE THAT .
Jesus bids us tell others about

Wim, Mark 16: 15. 14-20,

DAXLY READINGS,

«Freoly ye have recoived | M. 'ﬁi% t%vi%lve sent forth, Matt,

T. Adark prospe

W, A gren? heP‘\

T, Worthy followers, Maft, 10:
$4-42,

Prepared anc, sent, Jer. 13 7-19,

S, "Go, preach,” Acts 8: 1-8,
S. Into all the 'worid, Mark 16:

CATICHISM.

Q. 10, How did Gud create man?
A, God created man male and

ct, Mat, 10; 16-25. | female, after His own image, in

* 9. knowledge, righteousness, and
T, Matp, 10: 2433, holiness, with dom‘nion over the
creatures,

LESSON HYMNS,
Nos, 433, 566, 563, 664,

BIBLE SEARCH LICHTS.

2.~ When were the Twelve first set apart as
apostles? (Luke 6: 12, 13). Why was the
number twelve? When did Si:non first come
to Jesus? (John1: 42). 'Who brought him ?
What other apostles caws aboub the same
time? Compare the lists of the apostles giv:n
in Mark 3: 16 ; Luke6: 14 ;and Acts1: 13;
with this one, and note resemblances and
variations.

.—When iz Bartholomew first mentioned ?
(John 1: 45). What were the Puhlicans?
Name snother who became a disciple? {Luke
19: 2). By what other name was Lebbeus
known? (John 14: 22).

4.—What is meant by
(Luke 6: 15).

B.—Where there many Gentile inhabitants in
Galilee? (Matt. 4: 15). Who were ‘he Sam-
aritens? (2 Kings 17: 24), Wherein did
Jheir worship and belief differ from that of the
Jews? (John 4:20). How werethuy regarded
by the Jews? (John4:9). Did Jesut Him-
self refrain from doing this? (John 4: 40).
Did the prohibition extend be; snd their pre-
sent mission?

¢‘ Cananaean ”’ ?

6.—Did the apostles obey the general rule
here laid down? (Acts 13 : 4G).  Backsliders
corapared to lost sheep—Ps. 119: 176 ; Isa.
563: 6; Jer. 50: 6-17; Ezek. 34: 5,6, 8; 1
Peter 2: 25.

7.—Who also proclaimed the same message ?
(Matt. 3: 25 4:17; Luke 10: 9). What is
meant by ‘‘kingdom of heaven 7’ ?

8 —Who ‘offered to purchase these gifts for
money ? (Acts 8: 18-20).

9.—An illustration of gifts to prophets. (1
Sam. 9: 7).

10. —Were the apostles taken care of 2 (Luke
22: 35).

{l.—Ought preachers of the gospel to be sup-
ported by the people they inister to? (1
Cor. 9: 7-11; 1 Tim. 5: 17-18).

12.—What would the usual form of salutation
be? (Luke 10: E).

13.—How does the psalmist describe an un.
heard prayer? (Ps. 35: 13).

§4.—Other expressive gestures.—(Neh. 5:
13; Acts 13: 51 18: 6; Acts 20: 26-27.
Compare Pilate, (John 13: 5).
245-—’1‘his comparison repeated. (Ch. 11: 22-

LESSONS.
1. We must be taught by Christ if we are | payment in return.

to serve Him well.

4. In doing God’s work w~ may trust to

2. Our first efforts should be to brir g our | His care of us.

friends to Jesus.

o

5. Itisa very serious matter to reject the

3. We should do good without seeking any | message brought to us.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING,
1—Name the Twelve Apostles, giving their usual ames? (8)

2—Where were they forbidden to go? (4)

3—What powes was given to them ? (4)

4—0n what were they to depend for support? {6)

5—How were they to aol towards those who rejected them? (5)
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LESSQON IX,—February 27th, 18¢8.

. ghle for Tyre and Bidon in the doy of judgment, than

27 o v

"
iy
£
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o qisrcan e

WARNING AND INVITATION. MAXT, 1X: 20-30.
Commit vs. 28-80.

20, Then bogan he to upbraid the cities where'n
most of his mighty works were done, because they re-
pented not.

21, Woe unto thes, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Both~
gaida | for if the mighty works had been donein Tyre
and Sidon which were donein you, they would have
repented long 2go in sackeloth and ashes,

22, Howbeit I say unto you, it shall bo more toler-

for you.

23. Andthou. Capernaum. shalt thou bo exalted
unto heaven ? thoughalt go down unto Hades: forif
the mighty works had bson done in Sodom which were
done in thee, it would have remained until this dey.

24, Howbeit I say unto you. that it shall he more
tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judg-

ement, than for thee.

25, At that sonscu Jesusanswered and saidy Tthank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thetthou
didst hide these things from the wise and understand~
ing, and didst reveal them-unto habes; 26. yea, Fa-
ther, for so it was well-pleasing in thy sight,

27. Allthings have been delivered unto me of my
Tather ; and no one knyweth the Son, save the Fa-
ther ; neither doth any know the Father, save the Soa,
and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to revenl 2:m,

28. Comeunto me, all yo that lnbour and are heavy
leden, and I will give yourest.

29, Takemy yoke upon you, and learn of me; forl
am meek and lowly in heart;and yo shall find rest
unto your souls. 30. For my yokeis easy,and my
burden is light.

I. The Saviour warning. vs. 20-24.
LessoN PLAN.{ II. The Saviour Teaching. vs. 25-27.
II.I TheSaviourcalling. vs. 28-30.

HELPS N

INTRODUCTORV.—This lesson is closely cc..
nected with the ‘preceding. After the pro-
clamation of the Kingdom follow warnings
and invitationsin regm§ toit. Asyet thenote
of gracious welcome predominates, but the
warning tone grows louder and louder until it
culminatesin theawful solemnity of the twenty-
third chapter, whose measured eadences fall
upon the hushed ear like the knell of final
doom. Time and place same as last lesson.

20. Then began Ke.—~The words -were
spoken immedistely after those recorded in
verse 18, but there wasan impressive changein

“our Saviour’s subject and manner of speaking,
Uphraid,—to reprove severely. Nlost of
His mighty works. There are no miracles
recorded asshaving been wrought in those cities,

but see John 21:25. Thesin of the people of,

these cities consisied in the fact that although
they had seen somany proofs of Christ’s Diwvin-
ity and had heard so much of his teaching, they
had not xepented of their worldliness and for-
mality and accepted Him as the Saviour from
sin.
2f. Chorazin, modern Kerazeh, near the
N. W. shore of the sea of Galilee, now a
heap of ruins

Bethsalda.—(House of Fishes.) On the
east side of the Jordan where it enters the
lake. Near this place the miracle of feeding the
five thousand was wrought. There was an-
other Bethsaida on the Westside of the lake
near Capermaum. Tyre and Siden, cities of
Phonicis. Even the ignorant heathen would
have been more teachable than the Bible-read-
ing but hard-hearted Jews of Galilee. Sack-
cloth. Inthe east it was usual for mourners
to put on & garment of coarse cloth and strew
ashes upon the head. (See Jonah3: 6; Dan.
9:3.; Esth. 4;1;Job. 2.8;28am. 3;31.)

22. The final judgment will be in accor-
dance, not only with degrees of wickedness, but
also with the privileges and opportunities en-

STUDYING. "

joyed. Canadian sinners are far more guilty
than Chinese or Hindoo heathen (Rom. 2: 12,
13 ; Luke 12 ; 47-48.)

23. Capernaum.—The very site of this
city is not known with certainty. Exalted
untoe heaven. In itsownestimation, proud
self-sufficient. QCompare Tea. 14: 13-15.)
The R. V. reads “ Shalt thou be exalted unto
heaven?? Hell. *f Hades,” not the place
of the lost spirits, but ‘¢ the grave,” ‘‘obli-
vion.” Compare Ezek. 31: 16.) Bt would
have remained. Because it would have
repented, like Nineveh, and therefors would
have been spared.

25. Jesus answered.— Perhaps  hig

words were called forth by some expressions of
dissent or astonishment on the part of those
who heard him. The wise and prudent.
‘Worldly wisdom will not teach us heavenly
truth. The childlike spirit alone iearnsthat
which makes wise unto salvation. (1 Cor.1:
26-31.)
27. Allthings.—Universal authority as
man’s Redeemer. As God,He wasalready orani-
potent. Knoweth the Son. Omnly God
knows Jesus completely. Our best under-
standing of him grasps but a part of his
wonderful natureand character. Only through
Christcan we know God aright, in Him we
see the Father (John 8:19 ;14: 7-9.) -

28. Labor and are heavy laden.—
Jesus invites all who have any kind of oppres-
sive toil or burden to come to Him and he will
help them to bear it.

29. Ny yoke—Notonly his teaching but
the service he requires of us. Learnofme,
Bemydisciples. § am meek and lowly
in heart- By loving and serving Christ we
grow like Him, and being like Him brings
peace and rest to the soul.

30. Easy. Light.—Love makes every
sacrifice for His sake a joyous privilege.
(1 John5:3.) .

20
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GOLDEN TEXT.
«Come unto me all ye that
1abor and are heavyladen, and
¥ will give you rest.” — Matt,
11: 28,

PROVE THAT

Jesus invites us to come to Him. |

DAILY READINGS.
M, Warning and invitation, Matt,
112 20-30,

T, Eghortation, T 2:1620,
« Respons. [

Thko 12 4ldg . Do HeBes:
T. Despiied but chosen, 1 Cor, 13
F. Gracious invitation, Isa, 55:

111,
. A waiting guest, Rev, 8: 14-22,

CATECHISNM,
. 11, What are God's wor t
Pr%videnwe? ks o

A, God's works of Providence
are, His most holy, wise, and
powerful preserving and governe
m%i all His creatures and all their
actions,

——

LESSON HYMNS,

G o
I N Ty

s e
v

S,
Rev. 29 17, 8. None castout, John 6: 2940,

Nos, 139, 188, 123, 132

BIBLE SEARCH LIGHTS.

‘What messengers came to Jesus immediately
after He had delivered the Sermon on the
Mount? What was Jesus testimony to John ?

20.~In what placedid Jesus not do many
mighty works? (ch.13:5-8.) What did the
mighty works prove? (John 3:2;14: 11.)

2|.—What wicked city was spared on its
repentance ¥ (Jonah 3: 6.) What three
disciples came from Bethsaida? (John 1: 44.)

22.,—How will punishment be apportioned
at the last day ? (Luke 12: 47-48.) By what
standard will allbe judged? (Rom. 2 :12, 13.)

23.—What is meant by exalted unto hea-
ven " ? (Isa. 14: 13-15, Lam.2:1.) What
is meant by ‘‘hell ” ? Ezek. 31 : 16.)

24.—May we in our time be more guilty
than Capernsum ? (Heb. 30: 29.) Have we
privileges superior to those of the Jews?
(Rom.3:1,2;9:4.)

25.—What kind of wisdom is referred to ?
(1Cor.1:21,26;2:5.) Who are meant by

““bobes ¥ ? (Matt. 1‘8:3.; What Psalm does
Christ quote ? Ps. 8: 2.) On what occasion
did he apply the quotations literally ? (ch. 21 :
16.) What prophet shewed this wise .child-
Tikeness ? (Jer. 1:6-8.) .

28-27.—Christ possessed of all power as
man’s Redeemer. (ch, 28:18; John 3:85;
13:3; 17: 23 1 Cor. 15: 27; Eph. 1: 21.
Jesus as the Revealer of the Father. John
1:18;1 John 5: 20 ; John 6:46 ; 8319 ;
10:15;14:7-9,

28.—0f what O.T. invitation does thisre-
mind us? (Isa. 55: 1-4.) 'What burdens
are referred to? (Ps. 90: 10; Matt, 23: 4;
Acts15:5.) *“Come > (Matt. 19: 21 ; John 7 :
37 ; Matt. 25 : 34.)

£9-30.—Promises of peace. Isa. 26: 3 ;
Heb. 4: 3, 11 5 Rev. 14: 13. Like Christ.
John 13:15; Phil: 2: 5 ;1 Pet. 2: 21 ;1 Jonn
2: 6.

LESSONS.

1, We are responsible for our veligious
privileges. .
2. God’s judgment will bestrictly just.

3. Jesus teachesus what God. is.
4. Jesusgives rest.
5. Hisservice is true peace and freedom.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING,

1—Why did Christ upbraid these cities? (5)

2—Why were wicked heathen cities less gnilty

than ¢hey ? (6)

3—Tor what does Christ thank His Father? (5)

4—Whom does He invite to come to Him? (4)

5—How do we find rest in Christ? (5)




LESSON X.—March 6th, 1898,

JESUS AND THE SABBATH, MATT, I12: 1-I3,
Comit se. 10-13.

1, Atthat zoason Jesus went on the sabbath day
through tho cornfields; and his disciples were an
hungred, and began to pluck ears of corn, and o eat.

2, Buttho Phurisees, when they saw it, seid unto
him, Behold thy disciples do that which it is not
lawful to do upon thesabbath.

8. But he snid unto them, Have yo not read what
David did, when he was an hungred, and they that
were with him ; how he entered into the house of God,
and did ent theshew-brend, which it was not lawful
for him to eat, neither for them that were with him,
but only for tho priests ?

5. Or have yo not readin the law, how that on the
sabbath day the pricsts in the temple profane the
sabbath,and are guiltless?

6. But I say unto you, that one greater than the
temple is here,

7. Butif yo had known what this meaneth, I de-
siremercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have cou«
demned the guiltless,

8, For the Son of man is lord of the sabbath.

9. And he departed thence, and went into thejr
synagogue,

10, And behold 2 man having a withered hand,
And they asked him, saying, Isit lawfulto heal on
the sabbath day ? that they might aceuse him.

1L, Andhe said unto them, What man shall there
be of you, that shall have one sheep, and if this fall
into & pit on the sabbath day, will he not ay hold on
it, and lift it out? 12, How much then isa man of
more value than a sheep! Wherefore it is lawful to
do good on the subbath day.

15, Then szith he to the man, Stretch forth thy
hend. Aad he stretched it forth ; and it was restored
whole asthe other.

1. Works of Necessity. vs. 1-8.
LEssoN PLAN-{ 1y, Works of Mercy. vs, 9-13.

HELPS N

INTRODUCTORY. The events of this lesson
took place before the Sermon on the Mount,
and are narrated here as further illustrating
the growing opposition of the Seribes and
Pharisees. The lessons taught are very im-
portant. Our Saviour’s words have often been
quoted in defence of opinions and practices
which he would utterly condemn. The time
was eurly harvest (May—June) A.D. 23, and
the place, probably Capernaum. (Compare
Mask 3: 1.) »

{. Cornflelds (R.V.)-There were no fences
and the road was a mere foot-path between or
across the fields of wheat and barley. The
law permitted the disciples to do this. (Deut.
23: 25.)

2. The Pharlsees—They were very par-
ticalar about trifles, and cared more about the
observance of their own rigid rules than the
cultivation of & kindly, charitable, and truly
religious spirit. (Matt. 23: 23.) Notlawful—
They did not object to the discipies eating the
corn, but thought that it was unnecessary on
the Sabbath day to do what was virtually reap-
ing and threshing grain—Dbetter remain hungry
till they reached home.

3. What David did—1 Sam, 21; 1-7,

4. The Houso of God—The tabernacle.
The shew bread—This wastwelve loaves of
unleavened bread which stood on a table in
the outer apartmenf? or Holy place, The
name literally means ‘‘ Bread of the Presence,”’
because it was placed before the Lord as the
emblern of all that sustains life, and » token of
the -convenant between God and his people.
It was renewed every Sabbath day, and the
loaves removed were to be eaten by the priests
only, and in the Holy Place. (Ex. 25: 30;
Lev. 24:5-7, 9.

8. The Priests—By their necessary labors
in connecticn with temple services,

STUDYING.

6. One greater—As the priests in the
service of the temple might break the letter of
the law, much more might the disciples do so
in the service of the Lord of the temple.

7. B wili have mercy—The principle on
which the law is founded miust govern our in-
terpretation of the law. A law which was
enacted for the benefit of man must not be
applied to his injury. God instituted the Sab-
bath that man might have rest to his toiling
body and care-worn mind. That he might
have leisure to draw near to Him in worship,
and refresh his spiritual bpature. That he
might, at least one day in seven, #ry to do good
and get good. The Sabbath was meant to he
man’s servant, not his master. It isa blessing,
;;ota. burden, to everyone that ‘' sanctifies’’
it. .
8. Jezus did aot claim a right to set aside
tLe fourth Commandment, but only to subor-
dinate ite cksoevance to His own service as a
higher duty.

0. Hand withered—Paralysed. Luke
tells us that it was his right hand.

{l. is it iawfui—The Pharisees said no.
(Luke 13: 14.) Christ proved that they were
wrong. Accuse him-—of Sabbath-breaking
and so discredit him with the people.

fl. Luke says that Jesus knew their
thoughts. Jesus supposes 2 man to have but
one sheep and therefore the dearer to him.
The question carries its own answer.

{2. Every work of mercy, to body or soul,
is & necessary work, always and everywhere.
"The best of days should be filled with the best
of deeds. Mark tellsus that Jesus was indig-
nant ab their obstinate ill-will and filled with
the deepest compassion for them sgince they
were so blinded by sin and hardened by pride.

13. Stretch forth—The man showed his

faith by trying to obey, and in the efforb
strength came.
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GOLDEN TEXT,

«1he Son of Man is Lord
oven of the Sabbath day.”—
Matt, 12: 8.

PROVE THAT

DAILY READINGS.
M. Jei:gslul%d the Sabbath, Matt,

T, 'J.‘Iﬁ 2§reat Healer, Matt, 12:

W, The Sabbath a delight, Isn,
68: 8-14,

T, A day of rest, Jer, 17: 19-27,

I, Sabbath teaching, Acts 13;
! 42-52,

S, Tet:l;ching and hegniing, Luke

CATECHISM,

Q. 12, What special act of Provi-
dence did God exercise towards
man in the estate wheres., he was
created? '

A, When God had creuted man
He entered into o covenant of life
with him, upon condition of per-
{ect obedience; forbidding him to
cab of the tree of knowledge of
googl and evil, upon the paln of

eath,

Jesus shoges us how to keep the
Subbath, Isa, 68 18-14,

13: 10-17,
S, The Sobbath for man, Mark &:
23-35, *

LESSON HYMNS,
Nos, 573, 383, 81, 6571,

BIBLE SEARCH LIGHTS.

1-2, How far might a Jew travel on the
Sabbath day? (Acts 1:12, 2,000 cubits or
mile.) What is meant by ‘‘corn’’? Wasit
lawful to pluck the ears in this way? (Deut.
93:95.) What did the Pharisees consider un-
lawful? Ix. 31: 15.) The disciples were
criticised for neglect of customs regarding eat-
ing. (Ch. 9: 4;15: 2.

3-4. Read the narrative referred to—(1
Sam.2.) What was the shew bread? (Ex.
25: 30 ; Lev. 24: 5-9.) Whereis itcalled ‘“‘the
Lord’s table”’? (Mal. 1:7, 12.) When were
the priests to eat the shew bread? Ex. 29:
32, 33; Lev. 8: 31, -

5. What sacrifices were offered on the Sab-
bath day? (Num.23:9, 10.) What religious
rite was always performed on the ‘‘eighth day”’
whether that wasa Sabbath or not? (John
7:22, 23.)

6. In what sense was Jesus greater than
the temple? (Matt. 23: 17, 21.) Solomon’s
prayer was answered in 8 new manner—® Chr,

LESSORS.
1. The Sabbath should be spent in God's

service.

2. Necessary duties may be performed, but
the day should be kept as freeas possible for
worship and Christian work.

6:18. Christ gave its glory to the temple—
Hag. 2: 7, 9; Mal. 3: 1.

7. No offering is acceptable if the spirit of
true service is wanting—Hos, 6: 6; Micah 6: 8.
On what other oceasion did Christ use this
quotation? (Ch. 9: 13.) The obstinacy of
the Jews attributed to spiritual ignorance—
Luke 19: 42; John 16: 3;1 Cor. 2: 8, Also
Paul. 1 Tim. 1:18. Are we responsible for
such ignorance ?

8. Where does the name ‘“Son of Man
first ocour? (Dan. 7:13.) When Jast? (Rev.
14: 14.) 'What does the name Son of God
imply? {John 5: 17, 18.)

10. On what other occasion was the same
question asked? (Luke 14: 1-6.) How did
he reply to it? .

{l. This was the spirit of the law—Ex. 23:
4; Deut. 22: 4,

12. The value of man in comparison with
inferior animals—Ch. 6: 26; 10: 31.

3. It is very sinful to spend the day in idle-
ness, worldly business, or pleasure-seeking.

4. It is always right to help the suffering.

5. Try to do what God bids you and he will
supply strength.

QUES'“ONS TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING,
1—Why did the Pharisees condemn the disciples? (5)

2—By what three arguments did Christ prove that they were wrong? (5)

3—What great principle of divine service did they forget? (35)

4—Why did the Pharisees ask Christ so many questions? (8)

5—Iow are we to decide what is proper work for the Sabbath day ? (5)

-
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LESSON XI.—March 13th, 1898,
THE WHEAT AND THE TARES., MATL 13: 24-30, 36+43.

Commit ve, 87-39.

24, Another parable set he before them, saying,
The kingdom of Henven is likened unto & man that
sowed good seed in his field:

25, But while men slept, his enemy cameand sowed
tares also among the wheat, and went away.

26. But when the blado sprang up,and brought
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also,

97. And the servants of the householder came and
eaid unto him, Sir, didst thou not sow good seed in
thy field? whence then hath it tares? 28, And he
gaid untothem, An enemy batk done this.

And the servants say unto him, Wilt thou them
that wegoand gather them up?

29, But Liesaith, Nay; lest haply while ye gather
ap the tares, ye root up tho wheat with them.

30. Lot both grow together until the harvest: and
jn the time ofthe harvestL will sny to tho reapers,
Gather up first the tares, and bind them into bundles

house: and his disciplescame unto him;saying, Ex-
plain unto us the parable of the tares of the field.

87. And he answered and said, He that soweth the
good seed is the Son of man; 88, and the field is the
world; and the good seed, these are the sons of the
kingdom; and the taresare theeons of the evil one;
39, andthe enemy thatsowed them is tho devil ; and
theharvestis theend of the world; and\ the reapers
are angels.

40. As therefore the tares aro gathered up and
burned with fire; 8o shall it be in the end of the
world.

41. TheSon of man shall gend forth his angels,
and they shzll gather out of his kingdom sll things
that cause stumbling, and then that do iniquity, 42
and shall cast theminto the furnace of fire: thers

shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth.

43. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father. He thet heth ears,

to burn them: butgather the wheat into my barn.
36. Then he left the multitudes, and went into the

let bim hear.

I. Tho Parable. vs. 24-30.
Lessoxy PLAN.{11. Its Explanation. vs. 36-43,
HELPS IN STUDYINQ.

INTRODUCTORY.—Qur Lord did not teach by
parables at the beginning of His ministry, out.
when ke saw how little effect such discourses
as the Sermon on the Mount had, He adopted
a style more adapted to interest the people,
and stimulate them to thought, while at the
same time it concealed the truth from the

veless and spiritually blind. The seven

ables in this chapter, and an eighth in
=k, descrike Christ’s kingdom in its various
relations to the disciple and to tle world.
Time, antumn A.D. 28. Place, the sea shors
near Capernaum.

24. Parable— Lit. ‘“‘a comparison.” A
short, real-like story, illustrasting an important
truth. The kingdom of heaven — The
kingdom which Christ came to establish, the
church in the world which is the field.

26. While men slept—there is no blame
aftacied to Him for sleeping. The meaning is
simply “by night’ ‘‘secretly.”’ Tares—A

similar to rye but with poisonous seeds.
At first it looks exactly like wheat.

28. Fruit—Only when the ears came out
were the tares distinguishable from the wheat.

27-29. Root-up—The roots of the two
would be intertwined so that one could not be
pulled vp without injuring the other.

30. Let both grow together— Do not
attempt to desiroy error by persecuting it.
There will always be mingled good and evil in
any church or community.

36. The house—His accustomed diwell-
ing. Declare unto us—(R.V.) *“explain?
fully what is meant by it, make it clear to us.
The discigles partly understood it.

37. Tha good seed~— Christ taught the
saving {ruths of the gospel, and {licss pro-
duced good fruits in the hearts of those who
received them,

38. The field—Christ told His diseiples
to go into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature (Mark 16: 15). From the
seed thus sown ‘‘the children of the kingdom?’
sprang up. The children of the wicked
one—Those who cherish evil in their hearts.
All who love sin and pleasure more than Christ
and His service. .

39. The enemy—Satan is still busy. If
we do not “watch and pray’’ he will fill our
hearts with tares, which will choke the gond
seed we receive inSunday scheol. The har-
vest—We always think of harvest as a joyous
time. The great world harvest will be a time
of rejoicing to all who are gathered into God's
garner. © reapers—The angels are God’s
messengers to help and strengthen us in our
baitle with sin and lead us home at last to
‘heaven.

40. Burned—Only in this way could the
poisonous weeds be destroyed sv that their
seeds would nob spread themselves.

4l. All things that offend—R. V. ‘‘cause
stombling,”” those who by their unbelief or
evil example lead others astray.

42. A furnace of flre — This represents
the doom of the lost. If it is bubt a figure of
speech it denotes the most awful suffering and
that withouthope. Wailing and gnash-
ing of testhi—Denoting the anguish of those
who are “children of the wicked one,’’ when
they reap at last the reward of their evildoing.

43. Shine forth as the sun—Denoting
the glory and splendor of the redeamed when
freed from all sin und made perfectly blessed
in tho full enjoyment of heaven. Who hath
ears—If we do not obey Christ’s warnings it
will be our own fault, and due to a hard hearb
and heedless ears.
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GOLDEN TEXT.
«He that soweth the good

DAILY READINGS,
M, The wheat and the tares, Matt,

CATEQOHISM,

Q. 13, DId our first parents con~

18: 24-33, tinue in the estate wherein they
seed, 15 the Son of Man.”—Matt, The wheat and the tares, Matt, | Were created?
18: 87, 18: 9448, A. Our ﬁrst.?arents being left to
2 . the freedom of their own will, fell
—_— , The separation, Matt, 18: 44-52. { from the estate wherein they were
Come | Matt, 25; 3140, created, by sinuing against God,

PROVE THAT

Jesus will Judge the world, Acts
10: 42,

PmEAd B

21: 1-8,

" Depart! Matt, 25: 41-46,
The Book of Life, Rev, 20: 6-15,
Home of the righteous Rev,

—

LESSON HYMNE,
Nos, 465, 454, 824, 486,

BIBLE SEARCH LIGHTS.

‘What other parables are found in this chap-
ter? What do they illustrate? Why does
Christ give so many on one subject? (Isa. 28:
10, 13.) 'Why did He teach by parables?

24.° What is the good seed? (1 Pet. 1:
93; Jas. 1: 18; John 1:13).

25. Satan the arch-enemy—XLuke 10: 19;
1Pet. 5: 8. His servants are like Him—2
Cor. 11: 13-15. (Compare verse 19). Satan
at work—1 Chr,21:1; Job 1:9; Zech, 3:
1; John 13: 2; Acts 5: 3; 2 Cor. 4: 4; Rev.
12:10.

26. The true character of evil nob always
perceived at first, but manifested in its results.
Hos. 8: 7;10:13; Gal. 6:8; Gen. 3: 11.

27. God is not the autbor of evil—Jas. 1:
13;1 John 1: 5.

28-28. God's patience with the wicked—

Geri. 18:26; Luke 13: 8; 2 Pet. 3: 9; Rev.
6: 10.

30. The certainty of 2 final separation—
Matt. 13: 49 ; 25 : 31-33, 46 ; Dan. 12: 2.

38. The gospel is C.signed for all the
world—Matt. 24: 14 ; 23: 19 ; Luke 24: 47
Rom. 10: 18; Col. 1: 6. Who are sprung
from the good seed ? 1 Pet. 1:23. From whom
are the evil seed sprung? Gen. 3: 15; John
8:44; 1John 3: 8; Acts 13: 10.

39. The judgment compared to a harvest
—Joel3: 13 ; Rev. 14: 15-19.

41. The sin of causing others to stumble—
Matt. 18: 7;2 Pet. 2: 1, 2.

42. Similar illestrations of the doom of
the wicked—Ch. 3: 12 ; Rev. 19: 20; 20: 10.
Their angunish—ch. 8 : 12 ; verse 50,

43. Compare Dan. 12:3; 1 Cor. 15: 42,
43, 58. Do some bave ears and yet not hear?

LESSONS.

1. All seed produces fruit after its own
kind

2. We cannot altogether avoid mingling
with evil.

3. There will be a separation between the
bad and the good.

4. Heaven and hell are real places.

5. We are responsible for what we hear.

QUESTIONS TO BE.ANSWERED IN WRITIRG,

1—What is meant by *‘ the field 7' ? (5)

2—Why wouid not the husbandinan allow his servants to pull up the tares? (5)

3—When will there be a final separation between the good and the bad ? (5)

4—What will be the doom of the wicked? (5)

5—How is the state of the redeemed deseribed? (5)
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LESSON XII.—March 20th, 1898.

JOHN THE BAPTIST BEHEADED. MAT™. 14: I-I2.
Commit ve, 6-10.

1. At that seacon Herod the tetrarch heard the re-
port concerning Jesus, 2, and said unto his ser-
vants, This is John the Baptist; he isrisen from the
dead; and therefors do theso powers workin him.

8. For Herod had Inid hold on John, and bound
him, and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias,
his brother Philip’s wife. 4, For John seid unto
him, It is not lawful for theo to have her.

5, And when he would have put him to death, he
feared the multitude, becauso they counted him as a
prophet.

6. But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter
of Herodias danced in tho midst, and plensed Herod.

% Whercupon he promised with an oath to give her

whatsoever sho should ask. :

8. And sho, being put forward by her maother,
saith, Give mo hcro in & charger the head of Johntho
Baptist.

9. Andthe king was grieved; but for the sake of
bis oaths, and of them which sat at meat with him,
he commanded it to bo given;

10. And hesent, and beheaded John in:the prison.

11. And hishead wasg brought in a charger, and
given to the damsel: and she brought it to her
mother. 12, And his disciples cames, and took up
tihe corpse, and buried him, and they went and told
Jesus.

I. TheFearless Preacher. vs. 1-5.
LEssoN Prav.{ II, The Birthday Banquet. vs. 6-9.

m
HELPS N

INTRODUCTORY.—This lesson and those [ presses the scorn of the writer.

The Martyred Prophet.

vs. 10-12,
STUDY!ING.
She degraded

which follow in the Gospel of Matthew are ! her own daughter into a common dancing girl,

in the order of time. The events recorded in
the first half of the Gospel are grouped to-
gether with reference to the connecting thought |
and hence could not be run together in a con-
tinuous narrative. The martyrdom of John
the Baptist probably occurred about the time
that the Apostles were sent out on their preach-
ing tour (Lesson VIIL) Time, March or
April A.D.29. Place, thefortress of Machaerus,
gine miles east of the northern end of the Dead
Sea.

). Herod.—Antipas, son of Herod the
‘Great. He was tetrarch of Galilee and Perea.

2. Therefore mighty works.—One who
had returned from the dead might he supposed
to have more wonderful power than before his
decease.

3. In prison.—(Matt. 4: 12; Mark 1:
14.) Macherus, 9 miles E. of the Dead Sea.
Herodias, a grand-daughter of IHerod the
Great, and wife of Herod Philip I, a half
brother of this Herod.

4. Bt is not lawful.~This for three
reasons. (1) Her husband was still living ;
(2) Herod’s wife was also alive ; (3) She was
his niece (Lev. 18: 14; 20: 19,) and his
‘brother’s wife (Lev.18:16;20:21.

5. Would have put him to death.—
Mark says that Herodias desired to kill him bub
that Herod protected him. Roth narratives are
true. Herod was more politic than his wife,
but hated John just as cordially. Herod had
aconsoience too which troubled him, althongh
hedid not obey it. Hefelt that there were
unseen spiritnal powers behind John who
would reckon with his slayer.

6. Herod's birthday.—The cclebrating
of one’s birthday was not a Jewish custom.
It was abhorrent to the Jews because associ-
ated with pagan ceremonies and drunken
orgies. The daughter of Herodlas; <.e.

Hecrodins own doughter. The emphasis ex-

in order to gain her purpose. Her name was
Salome.

7- Promised with an oath.—Perhaps
Salome had been °‘ before instructed of her
mother ?? to secure any promisein this way, in
case, when sobered, Herod should refuse to
perform it.

8.~ The girl flew to her mother and said
‘what shall I ask?’ It was exactly what
Herodias expected, and she might have asked
for robes, or jewels, or palaces, or whatever
such a woman loves ; but to & mind like her’s
revenge was sweeter than wealth or pride, and
we can imagine with what fierce malice she
hissed out the unhesitating answer, *the head
of john. the Baptizer.’  (Farrar). Charger.
A large platter from which other dishes are
‘“ charged ?’ or “‘loaded.”

9, The King was sorry.—Tor several
reasons: 1. He shrank from the deed. It
was an ill-omened ending to & birthday ban-
quet ; 2. He had a superstitious, if not con-
scientious, fear of the consequences ; 3. It was
a dangerous thing fo do, there might be an
insurrection of the people ; 4. He did not feel
his rebulkes so keenly as Herodias did ; 5. He
{elt himself outwitted by Herodias, whom he
had been holding back from slaying John.
For the oath’s sake.~Compelled by a false
code ofhonor. “ Promises which should not
be made should not be kept.”? “When one
has begun wrong, repentance is more honor-
able than persistence.”’

10-—It was a case of judicial assassination.

{.—Horrible as this appears to us, it con-
forms toa custom of these times. Jerome
refers to this incident and -says that Herodias
treated the poor head with savage indignity.

12.—Tradition tells us that Herodias ordered
the headless trunk to be flung out over the
battlements for dogs and vultures to devour.
Doubtless now all John’s disciples attached
themselves to Jesus.
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GOLDEN TEXT.
“«Keep thy heart with all
diligence; for out of it are the
issues of life.”—Prov. 4: 23,

)

DAILY READINGS,
M. John the Baptist beheaded,

T. Hgggt 'é‘gcigzchmt, Luke 23:
A Ar%glx;y with the truth, Jer, 26
T, Tl}g‘;%e.arching word, Acts 24;
¥, Boldness for truth, Luke $:

7-20,
S. Christ's testimony, Luke 7; 19-

CATEUHKISM,

Q. 14, What is sin?

A, Sin is any want of conform-
ity unto, or transgression of, the
law of God,

PROVE THAT

Jesus condemns drunkenness,
Luke 21: 34,

S. Tlic‘;martyr's reward, Rev, 20

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos. 7 (Ps.), 246, 456, 630,

BIBLE SEARCH LICHTS.

{=2.—What time is referred to? (ch. 10: 1-5|

and compare verses 12, 13, with Mark 6: 29-
32). 'What other opinions were held about
Jesus? (Luke 9: 7-8; ch. 16: 14). Had
J o%m wrought miracles whenalive ? (John10:
41).

3.4.—Why was it unlawful for Herod tohave
Herodias as his wife? Did Jobhn reprove
Herod for anything else? (Luke 3: 19). Of
what Old Testament prophet dees John here
remind you? (2 Sam. 12: 7) Contrast the
spirit in which David received the rebuke.
John was a true prophet. (Ezek. 2: 5-7).

5.—~Why did Herod fear to put John to
death? (Mark 6: 20). From whom did he
protect him ? Had he any struggles of con-
science over the matter ? (Mark 62 20 R. V).
‘What other evidence of the peoples’ faith in
John? (Matt. 21: 26).

©.,—What other birthday celebration do we
read of in theBible? (Gen. 40: 20). What is
the difference between the dancing of Salome
and that of Miriam? (Gen. 15: 20-21).

7.—A similar royal promise. (Esther 5: 3-6;
7: 2). Was it meant to be taken literally?
Did Salome ask for what might have been more
than was promised even if understood liter-
ally ?

8-—Was Salomea willing accomplice of her
mother? (Mark 6: 25). What addition does
she make to her mother’s instructions?

©.—Why was the king sorry? Ought Herod
to have broken his oath? (Lev.5: 4-6,10).
Instances of similar foolish vows (Judges 11:
31,35; 21: 1;18am. 14: 24-46 ; Dan. 6:
14-16. Read Ece. 5: 2.

12.—A similar bwial (Acts 8: 2). Wiy did
they go and tell Jesus ?

LESSONS. ,
1. The mighty works of Jesus prove that He| 3. Drink and revelling lead to worse sins.

was greater than John the Baptist.

2. Be fearless in reproving sin.

4. A promise to commit sin is itself sinful
and should not be kept.
5. In all our griefs let us go and tell Jesus

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING,
1—How did Herod explain the miracles of Jesus? (5) .

2—Why had He cast John Into prison? (5)

3—Whj did he promise to give Salome whatever che should ask for? (5)

4-\Why Qid Herod keep his promise? (6)

5~What did John’s disciples do? (4)



TTONE AR Tt e | e e Tl Mt e s o e e

R\ pwercey

e i g
>

PRaw

SPBEBPIEF. B w7 o e e, e

A
o

riw -

! e wae ey

LESSON XIII.—March 27th, 1898.
REVIEW.

DAILY R ADINGS,
M, Jesus tempted, Matt, 4: 1-11.
T, Beginning of the ministry of
esus, Matt. 4: 17-25,
W, The Beatitudes, Matt, b: 1-12,
T, How to pray, M

GOLDEN TEXT.

“Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God."—Matt,

CATECHISH,
Review Questions 1-14,

att, 6, 5-16,

T, OurFather’s care, Matt,6: 24-34,

. Warning and invitation, Matt,

¢ 13:24-80)
86-431

The Wheat and the Tares.|{He thatsoweth. ...|Jesus will judge the world.

16: 16, 11: 20-30, LESSON HYMNS.
S. Jesus and the Sabbath, Matt,
12: 1,13, Nos. 2 (Ps.), 383, 514, 524,
REVIEW CHART—FIRST QUARTER.
LESSON, TITLE, GOLDEN TEXT, TEACHINGS,
I Matt. 8:7-17 [Jesus and JohD....cceevr, .. [ThisIs my ........[Tesus wos divine,
. “ 4:111 {Jesus Tempted.......- TTTI o Forin that........\Jesus was human.
Beginning of the Ministry
OL % L1725 of Jesus.....ee..evvun,..t.../The People..... ...|Jesus enlightens men,
IV. * §:312 [The Beatitudes...,...... ....[Yeare the ........[Jesus blesses men,
V, ¢ 6:515 |[How t0 Pray....ccccuaeresense Pray to thy........ Jesus hears prayer.
VI. - 6:24-34[Our Father's Care............|He Careth......... Jesus teaches faith in God,
VII. ¢ 9:917 |The Call of Matthew........[Followme ... ....[Jesus saves sinners.
VII.  * 10:2-15 |The Twelve sent forth.......[Freely ye have....Jesus bids us tell others about Him.
IX. ¢ 11:20-30|Warning and Invitation..... Comefunto . .......|Jesus invites us to come to Him,
X. % 12:118 |Jesus and the Sabbath.......[The Son of «cceenn. J&ugg&ews us how to keep the Sab-
X1
XII.

 14:1-12 | John the Baptist Beheaded. |Keep thy heart. . ..|Jesus condemns drunkenness,

p?ggons. Whois the writerof this ? What
was employment when called to folow Jesus?
‘What other name did hebear? Who was Christ's fore-
runner? Whatsurname mﬁlven him? Why? What
classes of egm le flocked to hear him? What disciples
were called when fishing? Namethe Twelve Apostles?
‘What miracle of h is narrated in our lessons?
What prophet was beheaded? At whose request? At
whose instigation? At whose orders? .

Places. Where was John baptizing? Where was
Jesus tempted? What sea is made famous by His
ministry? _ Where were the Beatitudes spoken? In
what city did Jesus have His usual abode? Whatcities
did Heupbraid? With whatheathen cities did He com-
pare them? Where was John beiicaded?

Events. Whose coming did John predict? Where
was John when Jegus came to him? ~ Why did John

hestitate to baptize Him? Whatwere seen and heard | guilf

at Christ's baptism? What happeneqd to Jesus imme-
dintely after Xis baptism? How long was Hein the
wilderngss? How mxmg1 temptations are narrated?
Where did the call of the first disciples take place?
What did Jesus promise_that they should become?
What mighty _works did Jesus periorm? What ques-
tions did the Phariseesask at Levi's feast? To whom
wers the disciples sent? . Where were they forbidden
R R I
0 ace while 0 e corn
‘Why was John impﬂsouedx'lfg & i

Teachings, What wasthe greattheme of John's

reaching? What did his haptis mean? How did
ge compare it with that of Jesus? Why did he con-
sent to baptize Jesus? What doctrines are proved by
the occurrences at Christ’s baptism? Why was Jesus
tempted? Who tempted Him? Describe eacht,emg
tation and point outits meaning? Repeat the Beali-
tudes? What instructions did Christ give in re,
to prayer? Why cannot we serve two masters? Why
should we notbe over careful about the things of this
life? What should be the first object of our apxiety?
Why did the Pharisees object to the cm%))any Jesus
sometimes kept? What wasHis reply? What reason
aid Christ give for His disciples not fasting? Why
were the disciples told to go only to the lost shqu of
the house ofIsracl? Why were they to go unprovided
for their journey? Why were Chorazin, ete,, more

U an Tyre and Sidon? Give the beautiful in-
Vitation with which the ninth lesson cloges? Why
did the Pharisees think that plucking the earsof
corn on the Sabbath da{ was wrong? How did Jesus
defend His disciples? What examples did_He refer
to? What did He claim for Himself? ¢ what
are we warned in the parableof the Tares? Was John
foolish to speak so plainly to Herod? Who was the
mostguilty In to John’s death? Who was the
most Shameless?  Who Wwas the most cowaxdly ? Who

were the most loving? Who was the most sympa-
thetic?
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LESSON XIII.—March 27th, 8g8.
REVIEW,
- * (The value of each correct answerds 4.)

1. How does true repentance show itself ?

2  What happened at Christ’s baptism ? .

~

3. How long was Christ in the desert of the temptaticn ?

4. What answer did he give when Satan badehim cast himself from the pinnacle of the
temple ? .

5. 'What four disciples were called from their fishing to follow Jesus?

6. How far did the fame of Jesus extend ?

7 What blessing is promised to the poor in heart?

8 What special reward is promised to these thab are persecuted ?

9. How and when should we pray ?

~

12, Which petition of the Lord’s Prayer is repeated and emphasized ?

11. 'What lessons may we learn from the birds and flowers?
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19, ‘What is promised to those who seek first the kingdom of ‘God ?

13. Which of the disoiples had been a publican?

-

14. Whom did Jesus come to save?

15, 16. Name the twelve apostles?

17. Why did Jesus ‘¢ upbraid ”’ Capernaum ?

18, Whersistruerest tobe found?
19. Whatlaw did David break without being blameworthy ?
20, What kind of work may be done on the Sabbath day ?
21, 22. Narrate the parable of the Tarea?
23, What does it mean ?

24, Why did Herod imprison John?

95, Who asked for his head ?

ot s e i e et e e e s



EXCUSE FOR ABSENCE,

Dear Teacher,—Please excuse my absence from Sabbath School to-day. I cannot

come because . . Ibave read the
«Daily Portions?’’ and answered the questions as well as I could. I have committed to

nemery verses in addition to the Golden Text, and Questions in the Cate-
chism and have recited them to . I was at church
I send with this my Weekly Offering of cents.
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