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‘*ALL THY CHILDREN SHALL BE TAUGHT OF THE LORD.”
Vou. VIIL] TORONTO, C. W,, FEBRUARY, 1854. [No, 9

PRINCIPLES FOR TEACHERS.

1. Tue doctrine, truth or duty to be
inculeated should be distinctly set
forth.

Every teacher should endeavor to
obtain clear views of the subjects
which he has to inculeate. For n»
man can express himself clearly or in-
telligibly, who dves not think distinct-
ly and with correctness. The cat-
chisms and the Hymn-Book may be
studied with great advantage. The
doctrines, duties, and privileges of
Christimity are stated there with
great perspicuity and force.  Defini-
tions to be remembered must also be
short ; but this brevity is likely to
make the suljject more difficult to be
perceived by the youthful mind :
hence the great necessity of a teacher
obtaining clear views of the subject

~ which he wishes to inculeate, that he
may illustrate it in a varicty of ways §
for this is the only method by which
the disadvantages connected with the

unavoidable conciseness of elementary
works, such as Catechisms, can be
counteracted. The teacher must en-
large when needful, and bring the
sulject before the mind’s eye, in nu-
merous forms in order to interest and
instruct. But if the subject the first
understood, this will be found a prac-
ticable task. When we thoroughly
comprehend a truth, itis not very dif-
ficult to find illustrations by which to
explain it to others.

2. Another characteristic of a ggod
method of instruction is drevity.

By brevity I do not mean so much
the use of few words, in teaching reli-
givn, as conciseness in the amount of
truth propounded at one time. It
may be needful to employ many
words, to interest the young, and to
comiey correct views, by divers illus-
trations, to their minds ; but the sub-
ject should be presented in small
pleces easily grasped. A child may
2ct be competent to grasp an orange,
although it can seize and hide in its
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hand a hazelnut.  And if only a small
amount of information is lodzed in
the mind, the possession of it is scen
by the teacher, and felt by the pupil,
to be something. gained. But if he
should compel ‘his scholar to traverse
an undue extent of surface, with a
view to promote his benefit, by plac-
ing before him the whole system at
once, he will be disappointed. The
attention of the pupil will be distrac-
ted by the multiphcity of objects, and
his capacity will be found inadequate
to embrace it. The attempt to over-
do produces the absence of interest,
the want of attention, weariness, and
exhaustion, so frequently manifested
by pupils. If these views be correct,
the folly of dragging a class of scho-
lais through two or three long chap-
ters of the Bible especially in a heated
and polluted atmosphere, must be ap-
parent. Let the attention be confined
to five or six verses, in which some
leading truth, duty, or fact iz recor-
ded ; and while the children are pleas-
ed, they will at the same time be pro-
fited. Presented before them in dis-
tinct outlines, they will comprehend
the truth, Feeling their competency
for their task, they will apply them-
selves to it with renewed ardor ; and
application to their studies, instead of
being a drudgery, will be a delight.

3. But in order to successful tui-
tion there must be repetition.

No teacher can reflect upon his own
experience without recalling proofs of
the truth of this remark. It is found
needful in day-schools, where the op-
portunities for teaching so greatly pre-
ponderate over those of the Sabbath ;
and, if it be needful where every fa-
cility is possessed, in reference to time
experience, and constant practice, how
much more is it reguired in the Sun-
day school ! In reaping only, repe-
tition is both desirable and requisite.
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Let the class be confined to a few ver-
ses,-.and let the scholars be required to
read them again and again,

epelition is equally important
with reference to a correct understand-
ing of thesulject of the lesson, How
often do adults detect themselves,
when listening to a sermon, in allow-
ing their attention to bo diverted ?
Vagrant thoughts intrude, and pre.
vent close application. If this be the
case with grown-up persons, how much
more may it be expected to beso with
children and youth, who have not yet
acquired the art of self-control, and
whose minds are yet without disci.
pline ! 1f the truth be not perceived
by the understanding, and lodged in
the memory, very little good has been
effected. But to realize this, there
must be frequent repetition.

4. In communicating instruction to
youth in a Sunday School, it is im-
portant to make a personal applica-
tion of the truth.

‘Without this, it is well known, the
truths of our holy religion may be
heard again and again, even by adults,
without any impression having been
made on the mind. One of themost
instructive examples furnished in the
Scriptures, of the necessity and effica-
cy of personal application, is that of
David. 2 Sam. xii. When the para-
ble delivered by Nathan, exhibiting
the oppressive, cruel, and unjust con-
duct of the rich man in taking the
% one little ewe-lamb,” and sparing “to
take of his own flock” was first
brought before David’s mind, the in-
iquity of the yproceeding roused his
ire, and excited strong feelings of in-
dignation, and led him to say, ¢ As
the Lord liveth, the man that hath
done this thing shall surely die ; and
he shall restore the lamb four-fold,
because he did this thing, and because
be bad no pity.,” But, in the mean
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time, ho lost sight of his own conduct
in seducing Bathsheba, and then mur-
dering Uriah.  He little imagined that
hewas thus expressing just views res-
pecting his own deserts, and passing
sentence upon himself for his own
wicked proceedings. But when Na-
than applied the parable, saying,
« Thou art the man,” and showed the
parallel in all its parts, David confess-
ed, “I have sinned against the Lord.”
Had Nathan neglected, or wanted the
moral courage, to make a faithful and
pointed application of his parable,
David would not have been at that
time brought to feed his guilt, and
seck mercy.

When our youth are taught that
repentance is a conviction of sin, sor-
row on account thereof, hatred and re-
nunciation of it, they should be asked,
Whether they have been convinced of
siny whether they have sorrowed on
account of it; whether they hate and
renounce it. Thus, with vespect to
all the doctrines and privileges of
Christianity, pupils ought to be exam-
ined constantly, whether they have an
experimental and saving acquaintance
with them.

5. When engaged in teaching his
pupils, the Sunday-school teacher
should always manifest serious ear-
nestnsss.

As is our own state of mind, so,
commonly, will be the condition of
those who are listening to our instruc-
tions. Ifweare cold and lifeless, they
will be indifferent; if we are earnest,
they will be interested and attentive.
'This is especially the case when re-
ligious truth is inculeated. On this
topic, if on any, it is allowed, the tea-
cher ought to be warm. The nature
of the subject, the important results
that may follow, the interests that are
at stake, the brief period that can be
devoted exclusively to this duty, justi-
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fy and demand great fervor; and so
general and deep is this convision,
that, where it is absent, the sincerity
and honesty of the teacher are often
called in question. Each teacher
should seck a portion of that feeling
which animated the apostle when he
said, ¢l he love of Christ constraineth
us,” or bears us away, as the stream
the vessel fluating on its bosom. The
power of sympathy is well known
to be great; and when ateacher’s best
feclings and atfections are awakened
and manifested, in the performance of
his duty, he will sccure esteem and
attachment, and thereby promote the
best interests of his pupils; they will
listen with atteation to his instructions,
and receive them with docility.

6. The manner of the teacker
should be kind, affectionate, and pa-
tient.

“This is expected of a Sunday-school
teacher, from the very nature of the
instruction he has to communicate,
the character he sustains, and the ob-
ject he ought to havein view. Tn
teaching the principles of Christianity,
the teacher will have to inculeate
kindness of manners, an affectionate
regard for the interests of others, and’
patience under provocation and injury ;
and unless he exemplify these warks
of character, at least in somo degree,
in bis own proceedings, he is not like-
Iy to be very successful in his efforts.
Should his own temper and conduct
contradict the lesson he is enforcing,
he may be building up with one hand,
but he will bo pulling down with the
other. But while these characteristics
are fully developed, there should al-
ways be associated with them a strict
requirement of order, and a firm main-
tenance of authority. It is a mistak-
en mnotion, that the proper manifesta-
tion of kindness and affection requires
the sacrifice of discipline and obedi-
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ence. Nay, it may be safely affirm-
ed, that where these are absent, there
will not be much room for the former
to flourish.

Children are “generally quick in
discerning mproprietics 1n the con-
duct and tempers of their seniors; and
though they may not be set forth in
language, these ervors generally make
an 1mpression on the mind that is not
soon or easily effaced. It is justly as-
sumed, that a Sunday-school teacher
is a religious character, and if he does
not act in accordance with that char-
acter, he will neither have the influ-
ence with his pupils which is secured
by consistency, nor that authority
among them which weight of moral
character usnally establishes, To pro-
fess to be teaching a religion which is
contradicted by the whole demeanor,
is somnanifest an inconsistency, that
the most limited capacity has no diffi-
culty in discovering it. And when
the object which ought to be kept in
view is considered, that is, the salva-
tion of the soul, it will at once be seen
how kind, affectionate, and patient the
manner ought to be. The Sunday-
school teacher has to deal not merely
with the understanding, but with the
passions; not merely with the memo-
1y, but with the heart; he has not
merely tocommunicate knowlege, but
to allure and persuade into the paths
of righteousness and peace. 1t be-
hoves him, therefore, not to increase
his own difficulties by turning the cur-
rent of affection and feeling against
himself through any inconsisteney of
spirit or conduct, but by suavity of
manners, and a firm gentlness of spi-
rit, to enlist the heart of his pupils on
the side of prospective success.— Plan
of Iustruction for Sunday Schools.
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From the Amecrican Messcnger,

HENRY AND HIS HALF DOLLAR.

Henry was the son of an
industrions furmerin V. . He
was prompt and active at work, and
as active at play when he could get
time for recreation. One dny when
he was about thirteen, he was at a
mill in his father’s neighbourhood,
and an old man who lived a lew
miles up the river, came to get a
small quantity of flour on credit,
The ald man snd his aged wite was
sick, and he wanted a little flour to
make her something that she could
eat; but he had no money to pay
for it, and was obliged to'ask a cre-
dit of a few weeks,  The miller po-
sitively refused to let him have the
flour, and the poor old man, dispi-
rited and sad, turned towards his
home. He knew not what to do.
He disliked to go to his neighbors
and beg for bread ; and he feared
that il he asked for credit, he might
meet with the same repulse the
miller hud given him.

Young Henry heard all that pass-
ed betwren the miller nnd the old
man 3 and he saw him leave the
mill for his home, without flour to
make even a cuke for his sick wife,
He saw his sorrawtul face and his
tearful eye, and the boy’s henrt was
touched. As soon as the old man
was gone, Henry went to the miller
and begged him to send the poor
man sotne flour 3 but he would not.
Then,” suid the generons-hearted
boy, “hereis a halt dollar—it is
the anly maney [ have in tr-e world
—give me its worth in flour, and [
will give it to thut poorman’s wile.”

The miller measured up the flour,
and Henry took it on his shoulder
and away he went. He got tired
and sat down and rested, and then
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he arose and pushed on, panting
and tugging ulong with his load.
At length he reached the poor man’s
cabin upon the bank of the wmill-
creek, just after the old man had
got hume und told his sorrow{ul tale
to his sick wile. He was sitting in
the corner in deep dejection of spi-
rits 3 but she, with humble confi-
dence in God, had just said, ¢ The
Lord will provide.” She did not
murmur or complain, but told her
husband to be ol good courage, and
not despond. Just at that moment
Henry entered with his bag of flour,
and gave it to the old man. The
sick woman blessed him and prayed
for himn ; the old man was too full
tosay a word, but shed tears of gra-
titude on the reception oi the unex-
pected favor {rom the hands of his
young benefuctor.

Henry grew up to be a man
The Lord prospered him in busi-
ness. He became wealthy, but never
forgot the poor, He was always lib-
eral in his donations for benevolent
objects ; but I have often heard him
say, that the bag of flour which he
gave to the poor sick woman when
he was a boy, purchased with the
only piece of money he had in the
world, afforded him more real pleu-
sure than anyact of his hife.  This
was a noble generous deed. It
avgured well for the mun 5 and he
turned out to be all that such an zet,
at so early an age, indicated he
would be. He was unselfish, kind-
heasted, and full of charitable deeds.

1 know that all my young readers
admire this noble act 10 Henry —.
But if such an act was noble and
praiseworthy in him, would it not
be equally noble and praiseworthy
in you? Goanddolikewise. You
may not find just such a case as he
did, but you will mest, now and
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then, with similar cases. You will
find pour, honest persons, somnetimes
old and afflicted, who reeu the ne-
cessiries of life.  When you meet
with such cases, can you not spare
a portion of your money to buy
something for such persons to eat?
Can you not give something tu buy
fuel tc wurm them when they are
shivering in the cold? Can you
not help to send the gospel to those
who are perishing in sin? You
would not miss what you give ; and
if you did, it would always be u .
pleasant thought, that you had sacri-
ficed something to make others
happy. ‘¢ Ble-sed is he that con-
sidereth the poor: the Lord will
deliver him in time of trouble.”
¢« He that giveth to the poor lend-
eth to the Lord ; and that which he
hath given, will he pay him again.”
“Give, and it shall be given to
you.” J.E.E.

WHAT WILL THE END BE.

When I see a boy angry with his
pavents, disobedient, and obstinate
—determinec to pursue his own
course——1to be his own master —set-
ting at naught the experience of
age, and disregarding their adinoni-
tionsand reproofs—-unle-shis course
of conduct 1s changed, I need not
inquire, ¢ What will his end be 77
He disobeys his parents, insults his
friends, disregards the voice of God,
and is pursuing the path that leacs
directly down to the gates ol death
and woe,

When I notice a little girl fond
of dress, dissatisfied, and unpleasant
at times if she cannot obtuin her
desire, and anxious to appear bet-
ter clothed than circumstances will
permit ; her thoughts occupied with
what she will wear, and what others
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will think of her dress—unless she
changed her course of conduet, [
need not ask what her end will be,
She regards hey apparel more than
God ; and although she may be fan-
cied and greatly admired by the
the world, God will abase her pride,
and punish her for her vanity.

When 1 see a boy in the hubit of
lying, and no confidence to be
placed in what he muy sny, always
ready with a falsehoud upon his
tongue ; unless he alters his course
I need not inquire what his end will
be. The curse of God is upon him.
He is despised by the good, and his
own friends have no respect for
him. He must dwell through
eternity with the unhappy number
of the fearful, unbelieving, abom-
inable, murderers, and liars, who
have their part in the second death.

When | see a boy desiring the
society of the wicked and depraved,
associating with those who will
swear, lie, cheat, and steal ; seek-
ing their company, muking their
friendships—I need not inquire, un-
less he alter his course, what his
end will be. Ile will soon be as
bad as lus companions, or worse.
tle does not fear nor love God, or
he would not seek the society of
those that set at naught his counsel
and despise his reprools.

When I see a buy, kind, affec-
tionate, respectful, obedient to his
parents 3 keeping holy the Sabbath-
day 3 found in the sanctuary, join-
ing God's people in his worship ;
loving to pray to himj who is
punctual at the Sunday scheol, at-
tentive, quiet, with his lesson well
committed to memory, and repeat-
ed accurately 3 keeping goud com-
pany, forming good habits, 1 can
predict what the end of that boy will
be. Respected b, all that know
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him, a useful member of society,
and on ornament as he advances
in age,,under the supervision of the
God he loves; pursning the path of
the upright, having his heart sprink-
led with that blood which eleanseth
from all sin,sthe truth of the ex-
pression of Addison, ¢ Behold how
calm a Ch-istian can die,” will be
verified in his deuth. Yes, when
his earthly tabernucle shall fall, he
will find u * house not 1ade with
hands, eternal in the heavens,” and
exchange this world of sorrow for
the ubude of the just in the paradise
of God.

EXERCISE.

A great denl has been written
and said on the best invented plays
fur the exercise of the young ; dun-
cing, jumping rope, calisthenics,
mountain walks, horseback riding,
&e. The evil influences connected
with some of these are a sufficient
reason why they should be totally
abandoned. | have seen little girls
jump the rope, until they were com-
pletely prostrated, in striving to
rival sume little competitor in the
number of unbroken swings. Only
a few days since, | noticed the
death of a little girl in New-York
occasioned by jumping the rope two
hund ed times in succession. This
viulent and unnatural exercise has
long been approved of and recom-
meunded, Dancing hus been resor-
ted to by the high and low, rich
and poor; in the palace, in the
gurdens, on the heath, and on the
moor : by the barbarous and the
civilized. It is an exercise as ¢le-
vated as might be expected [rom
those cark and ignorant portions of
the globe, where light and civiliza-
tien have never duwned upon the
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human mind, where the female is a
slave to the baser passions of man,
and personal cleanliness, household
comlosts, wund the cheerful inter-
change of social domestic inter-
course, never come, It is well en-
ough for minds thus debused to
spend their miserable leisure in
kicking und jumping upon the har-
vest-green.  And there is a refined
duncing, practiced by those in the
higher walks of life, who have been
drilled, night after night, in the art
of step and figure. These cannot
be classed among the intellectual,
for intellect has its seat in the head
and not in the feet. We are too
utilitarian  in our feelings and
habits to require an importation of
this kind. And here, too, where
all classes are intellectually and re-
ligivusly trained, and so much in-
dustry is required to preserve the
purity and health of body and mind,
and where the poor and the sick
make such unremitting demands
upon the active and generous sym-
pithies of our hearts, and the prac-
tical and efficient co-operation of
our feet and hands, it is a libel on
the purity of our morals to descend
to those indelicate waltzes, those
pernicious and destructive public
balls, where the whole night is often
appropriated with its paraphernalia
of show, music, drss, wines, cham.
pagne, {alse lights, fulse teeth, false
hair, false hearts, ronge, and perfu-
mery, to smooth the wrinkles and
disguise the age; and, worse than
all, the false pretensions of luve
that are often made to the confiding
and inexperienced girl, who has not
been thoroughly initiated in the arts
of coquetry and deceit. No femnnle
can long endure the excitement of
the public ball-room without a ner-
vous and broken-down constitution.
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There is no place, not even the
theatre, that will afford such a rich
harvest as the ball-rvom, of the de-
lirium of reason, the bewildering
infatuntion of pleusure, the reckless
and daring prodigality of health and
strength, fromn the imprudent expo-
sure of feet and limbs to the chilly
damps of night dews, {rost, and
snow.

No amusement should be indulg-
ed to the exclusion of those more
homely duties of sweeping, dusting,
putting the parlor in order, wushiug
dishes, making bread, preparing
meats and vegetables in a digestible
manper. These, and innumerable
other litile services, interspersed
with walks* and rides in the open
oir, will afford them not only fine
exercise of limbs and chest, but will
give them a practical acquaintance
with those domestic arrangements
which are so indispensable to every
well-regulated household.

The appliance of the sciences
(with which the young lady is daily
toiling to store the mind) may give
o finer relish to those varied and
complicated duties.. Calculating
mathematically the saving of ex-
pense to parents by each hour’s la-
bour of & fuithful and affectionate
daughter, in the economical ar.
rangement of fuod and tuel, will be
an excellent exercise, and also care
in preserving furniture f{rom the
merciless bruises, and erockery
from those avalanche crashes of
careless and uninterested persons
who may be employed. Physiology
may be upplied in lookingalter little
brethers and sisters, preventing un-
timely falls and other accidents to
which they are exposed without a
guide, and providing against atmos-
pheric changes by suitable articles
of raiment,
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Children may be easily taught
to love labour, il they commence in
season, [abits of industry are as
necessary to a high moral sentiment
as to a vigorous physical ability.
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GAMBLING.

But you do not mean to gamble,
nor advocate it. I know it. But I
also know that if you play at all, you
will ultimately do both, It is buta
line that separates between innocence
and sin. Whoever firly approaches
this line, wil' soon have crussed it.  To
keep at a distance, therefore, is the part
of wisdom. No one ever made up his
mind to consign to perdition his soul
at once. No man ever entered the
known avenue which eonducted to sach
an end with a firm and un-launted step.
The brink of ruin is approached with
caution, and by imperceptible degrees,
and the wretch who now stands fear-
lessly scoffing there, but yesterday had
shrunk back from the tottering oliff with
trembling. Po'you wish for illustration?
The profligate’s unwritten history will
urnish it. How inoffensive its eom-
mencement!  how sudden and how aw-
ful its catastrophe! Let us review his
life. He commences with play; but
it is only fc. amusement. Neat he
hazards a trifle to give interest, and is
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Very little good will result from
the loftiest conception of the, might-
jest intellect, unless it be accompa-
nied by some practical demonstra-
tion to the world.—Muther*sJournal,
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surprised when he finds he is a gainer
by the hazard. e then ventures, not
without misgivings, on a decper stake.
This stake he loses. The loss and the
zuilt oppress him. e drinks to revive
his spirits. Hisspirits revived, he stales
to retricva his fortune. Again he is
unsuccessful, and again lis spirits flag,
and again the incbriating cup revives
them. Ere he is aware of it, he has be-
come a drunkard; he has bLecome a
bankrapt. Resources fail Lim.  The
demon  despair takes pessession of his
bosom; reason deserts him. e be-
cumes a maniac: the pistol or the
poniard closes the scene; with & shriek
hc"pluuges unwept and forgotten into
hell.

Aswe have said, the finished gan-
bler hasno heart.  The club with which
he herds would meet though all its
members were in mourning.  They
would meet though the place of rendez-
vous wos the chamber of the dying;
they would meet though it were an
apartment in the charnel house. Not
even the death of hindred can affict the
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gambler. He would' play upon his
father's sepulchre.—Dr. JVolt,

In comnexion with gambling we would
mahe @ few remuhs on the suluctive
habit of attending horse-races, Various
excuses can be found to cover the be-
ginnings of this cvil course.  But let o
young person once give way to an at-
tendance at such scenes, and who knows
at what point of degradution he will
stop. 1low cagy for him gradually o
acquire o taste for betting: from bet-
ting in a small way how imperceptibly
may hie not slide on to practised gam-
bling—yvea possibly to hardened rob-
bery; and at last you may fancy him
in such an assemblage as onr illustration
at the head of this article represents,
indulging his low passions, though with-
in sound of the groans of the wotuded
and the moans of a suflering smpathizer.

ADDRESS TO YOUTH.
BY SAMUEL STENNETT, D. D.

Yr children that are just rising into
life, cast your eyes backward to the first
moment of your existence, and realize
the inmumerable expressions of parental
affection with which you have been fol-
Towed to the present time. - What pangs
did not your tender mother endure when
she brought you into life! With how
foud a heart did she clasp you in her
arms, lay you to her breast, and pour
her very soul u&mn you! With what
painfal anxiety did she anticipate your
wants!  With what unwenried attention
didd she provide for them!  And from
how many evils didshe hourly protect
you, gathering you as a hen gathercth
her chickens! What a variety of com-
forts have your parents, cach of them,
denied themselves, and what a variety
of labours have they iucessuntly under-
gone, in order to procure you a thou-
sand cnjoyments!  Your happiness,
your usefulness. your honour, your final
salvation, were their grand objects
throngh the term, the long and tedious
term, as it scemed to you, of nunage.
How often, shalen with alternate hopes
and fears, have they stoud trembling by
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your eradle und your bed, watching the
event of threatening disorders! - 'With
what solivitude have they led you on
every step, through the devious paths
of childhood and youth, holding you
back from this and that insiduous snare,
und shiclding you against this and that
violent assanlt of temptation! What
various reasonings, apprehensions, and
cares have agitated their minds respeet-
fug your eduention, the manuer in which
they should conduet themselves towards
you, and the hands to whose guidance
they should entrust you! Iow oftcn
have their hearts bled within them,
when regard to your real intcrests
obliged them to sacrifice fond indul-
genee to the demands of rigorous cor-
rection ! Jlow often have they re-
strained your impetuous passions, horn.e
with your childish prejudices, gratificd
your innocent wishes, pleaded with you
on your best interests, and poured oud
their cries and tears to heaven on your
behalf! And withjwhat painful anxiety,
mingled with eager hope, have they
looked forward to the event of all tho:e
meusures they e taken with you, to
prepure jou for the station of hife you
ure perhups now just entering upon |
And now are there no returns due
to all these expressions of parental
Kinduess 7 Shall  inattention  and
neglect, on your part, draw teurs and
saduess from those eyes which have so
often lovhed onn you with tender pity ?
Shall harsh and disrespectful language
grate vn thuse cars which have been
ever upen to your eries 2 Shall unnat-
ural disobedience  picree the bosum
thut has so passionately loved you?
Shall sullen ingratitude crush the heart
that has duted upon yea ? Shall folly
aind sin, in a word, bring down those
grey haiis with sorrow to the grave,
winch affection for you, as well as old
age, hath rendered truly venerable ?
God furbid!  Cn the contrary, does not
every ingenvous sentiment, and every
pious fecling of the heart, call loudly
on you to exert your utmost efforts to-
wards discharging a debt, which after
all it will never be in your power to re-
pay ? Ought you not to revere their
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persons, and hold their character sacred?
Ought you not to approach them with
respeet, and to kindle into o flame at
every insult offered them ?  Ought not
their commands to be a law with you?
and cvery deviation from them a force
put upon your nature? Ought you
not religiously to regard their admoni-
tion, and patiently submit to their cen-
sures 2 Ought you not to consult their
happiness in every step you take, and
accommodate yowrselves cven to their
humours ?  Ought you not, when they
are in the decline of life, to afford them
all the assistance in your power ? to
watch their looks. with assiduity and
attention; to bear their pains with them;
to soothe their ruffled passivus; support
their feeble steps; make their bed in
their sickness: and, if you cannot hold
death back from them, yet by your
sympathy and prayers disarm him at
least of some of his terrors? Gratitude
for a thousand kind offices you have re-
ceived, demands all this at your hands.

* AH, MASSA, YOU NO UNDERSTAND IT.”

A few years since, there lived in
one of our large cities a poor culured
woman, named Betty, who had been
confined by sickness for nearly twenty
years. By the few fricnds that knew
Ler, she was familiary called poor
Betty. Betty had seen comfortable
days. She hal been kind and good
at service.  Eight years had shed
their blight upon her robust Timbs be-
fore they yidded to the hardship of
toil.  She had acyuired a hale con-
stitution by sporting for twen'y years
upon her natise hills, upon the Lurn-
ing sands of Africa, before the slave-
ship stole its guilty, accursed way
over the waters, laden with chains and
manacles to bind her limbs and to
mar ber sable beauty, to agouize ber
soul, and to subject her to the kor-
rors of the middle passage. DBetty
had long been biind, and was said to
be 105 yearsold.  Anaged daughter,
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whom God, in ‘mercy to this bruised
reed in a strange land, had kindly per-
mitted to be the companion both of
her bondage and her freedom, arrang-
ed and administered the few comforts
with which formcr industry and pre-
sent charity had furnished her decayed
cottage. Betty was indeed a relic of |
former days, and was noted for her
good sense and her discreet warm-
hearted piety.

Mr. B. wasa man of wealth and
business in the same city. His sig-
nature was better than silver on the
Exchange, because it was more easily
transferred.  His sails whitened the
occan, his chaiity gladdened many
hearts, and his bounty gave impulse
to many benevolent operations. Not-
withstanding the pressure of business,
M:r B. often found time to drop in and
seo what became of poor Betty. His
voice and even his step had become
familliar to her, and always lighted up
a smile on her dark, wrinkled face.
He would often say some pleasant
thing to cheer this lonely pilgrim on
her way to Zion.

One day Mr. B. took a friend from
the country to sce Betty. As he stop-
ped and entered the cottage dour, he
said, ¢ Betty, you are alive yet,” “Yes
tank God,” said Betty. © Betty,” said
he, “why do you suppose that God
keeps you so long in this world, poor,
and sick, and blind, when you might
go to heaven and enjuy so much "

While Mr. B’s tone and manner
were half sportive, he uttered a serivus
thought, which more than once came,
over his mind. Now comes the ser-
mon.

Betty assumed her serious and most
auimated toune, and replied, ©Ah,
massa, you no understand it. Dare
be two great tings to do for de Church:
one be to prAY for it Lother to act for
it. No, masa, God keep me alive
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to pray for de Church, and he keep

ou alive to act forit.  Your great
gifts no do much good without poor
Betty’s prayers.”

For a few moments Mr. B. and
his friend stood silent, thrilled, as-
tonished. « They felt the knowledge,
the dignity, the moral sullimity of
this shoit seron. It seemed to draw
aside the veil a little, and let him into
heaven’s mysteries.  “Yes, Betty,”
replied Mr. B. in the most serious and
subdued tones, “your prayers are of
more importance to the Church than
my alms,”

This short sermon, preached by
poor Betty, was never forgutten by
" Mr B. or his friend. It made them
more humble, more prayerful, more
submissive in afflictions.— Parent's
Magazine.

Ignorance may be pleaded in ex-
tenuation of love of the world in
youth; but what excuse can he have
for his folly, who has long tried the
world and found it to be emptiness
and vanity.

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER SPEAKING.

A Christian lady read the twenty-
ninth Psalm to her little son about
five years old; and explained to him
how ¢the God of glory thundereth;”
and that ¢¢ the voice of the Lord is
powerful.” .

A few days alter, during a thun-
der shower, she overheard him say-
ing to his sister younger than him-
selfs “Anna, you need not be so
alraid ; that is otR ngaveaLy Fa-
THER SPEAKING.” A heavy clap
of thunder just then rolled through
the vaulted heavens and shook the
house; but the timorous little gizl
only said, “lt 1s Dup ’reaginG,”

How much religious instruction
can be conveyed tothe Youns mind;
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how much fear can be prevented,
and how much happiness conferred
by suitable explunutions !---[Well-
Spring.

CRUELTY TO A KAFFIR GIRL.

I have just returned from one of
my country journcys, in which I met
with another painful instance of the
cruel nature of Heathenism: it was
the case of a young girl who was re-
quired to marry an old man, who had
three or four wives befuie: to this she
objected; persuasion was used, but in
vain; so that they at lengih proceed-
ed to torture. She was beaten with
a lanbock, that is, a thong made out
of the hide of a sea-cow, heing about
as thick as a man’s finger at the top,
and pared down towards ‘the end to
the thickness of the point of the little
finger, being the instrument used often
instead of a whip for driving horses
and oxen. She was then tied to a
post, and her feet made fast together.
This done, her hands were tied behind
her, by the middle finger on the right
hand, and the fore-finger on the left,
above the sceond joint. This was
done so tightly as to cause the blood
to collect until the fingers were quite
black, and the pain became eatreme.
They then took a burning stick out of
the fire, and, holding it near the tor-
tured fingers, blew the heat of it upon
them, until the pain Lecame so ex-
cruciating as to compel the puor crea-
ture to cunsent to 1ake the wicked old
man for her husband. These facts
were related to me by faithful and
trustworthy Kaflir members of Socie-
ty; butthey requested me notto take
their word alone, but go and sec¢ for
mysdlf, as the kraal was not very far
distant, and the matter could be so
managed as to prevent the husband
from putting the gi1l anay in secret.
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THE ARABS IN PRAYER.

I must not omit the mention of the
strict and scrupulous exactness with
which all the Arals prayed in the
journey. TFive times a day ispreserib-
el by the Koran.  Must of them pray
the five times, but not all together;
some choosing their vwn titne—a
liberty allowed to travellers, It wasa
refreshing sight, though at the same
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time a saddening one, to see the poor
Arab camel-drivers pray so devoutly,
laying their naked forcheads upon the
sharp stones and sand “of the desert;
people who had so literally so few of
the bounties of Providence, many of
them scarcely anything to eai. And
yet these travelworn, famis!xed men
supplicated the eternal God with great
and earnest devotion. What a lesson
for the over-fud Christian.—-Richard-
son’s Travels in Sahara.

£odia Maria Hancock.

AGED' 12 vEars.

I send you a short account of one
of the lambs of Christ’s flock, whose
eatly piety and happy death were
very affecting and profitable to those
who were near her; and I hope that
this account will make her death use-
ful to many who neveir saw her.

Lydia Maria was born in Kings-
ton, March 8th, 1841, and died in

Yorkville, on the Toronto East Cir-
cuit, on Christmas day 1853. She
had been a member of the Methodist
Church for several years, and her
conduct and conversation gave re-
markable evidence that she had been
with Clirist.  Though so young, she
was very faithful, never missing class-
meeting, and always striving to bea
true disciple of Christ,  She was much
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attached to her Sunday School, and
as a member of the Rev. W, H,
Pool's Saturday Juvenile Bible Class,
her answers and remarks often show-
ed a surprising knowledge of serip-
ture, She had such a thirst for 1ei-
givus knowledge asled her to read
eagetly many buoks which were lent
to her; she tried to understard them
tvo, and converse about what she
had read, often showing that she had
aclear view of what Christ had done
for our salvation. Those who lne
the Saviour want all the world to
love him too, and Lydia Maria often
talked about the glorious Missionary
<cause, and prayed for the poor perish-
ing heathen,

She had many friends, for all good
people luie a good and pivus clild,
She mode every vne love b, for she
loved to be hind to all,

But it was in her last sichress that
her soul was mnade most bappy, and
her tongue spoke most in her Saviour's
praise. A great deal that she said
has been forgotten, so that we cannot
give it here; but it was wonderful to
see this blessed child so happy when
she was in such dreadful pain; and it
was wonderful to hear the things
which she spoke. 1f those young
persons who read this had been there,
aud had Zeard her praise the Savivar,
I am sure they would want to praise
i too. A kind sister, who was
much with her, bhas given me an ac-
count of some of her words, and I will
give them, just to show how happy a
child may be, even when she is in
pain, and when she is going to die.

Ten days before her death, the lady
asked her it she was in great pain, and
she answered that her suffering was
very great, and then she broke out in
this prayer:—.Jesus help me! Oh
ay Saviour help me! and if it be thy
will grant me a little ease, but if not,
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give mo patience, and may I say, Thy
will be done. My precious Saviour!
my loving Jesus! what Thou doest is
best.  Oh, that I may be fully sancti-
fied, body and soul, and I will praise
Thee, O my gracious Saviour!  Oh!
I cannot praice Ilim as I ought.”
Once on appearing to awahe fium
sleep, she said, * My way appears dak
aud dreary.”  Her friend expressed a
Lwpe that it would not be long so;
she answered, “1 hope the Sun of
Riglitcousness will shire, and then all
will be bright” She then requested
prayer to be offered up for her, and
after prayer she exclaimed, “The
clouds dixperse, the shadows fly,” and
after that was coutinually praising her
Lving Savieur who had dvne so much
fur her. On Sunday morning she
prayed carnestly, and asked others to
pray that she might Le sanctified and
made fit for heaven.  She prayed for
her father and mother, and on sccing
her father weeping she said, “Tell
father not to weep for me, but endea-
vour to meet me in younder bright
wotld above. Tather! you caurot,
bear to see me suftering ; if you would:
leave the room you would not see me,
and it would not pain you so. My
dearest Saviour! give me grace that
I may bear my suffirings without
wuwrmwing, Thou Anowest what is
Lesty and I know that thou Jovest
me” It was retnarked that whom e
loves he clustens, “Ol hlp e to
praise my Redeemer for those words!
[ will praise thee while I have breath,
for thou hast pardoned all my sing,
and washed me in thy precious blood.”
She loved to repeat some verses of
hymus, especially the one beginning,
* Jesvs lover of mv soul,
Let e to thy bosom fly.”

She requested brother Rowell, her
class-leader, and the Superintendent
of the Sabbath School, to tell the
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children how happy she was, and that
she wished them to meet her in
heaven; and to press them to prepare
before they come to a sick bed. On
Thursday night she said, “ Thisis my
class-night; I wish I could be there.
1 loved to go to class-meetings and
prayer-meetings and preaching, for my
soul was blessed by so doing” On
Friday morning she said, *I shall
soon die and go to heaven, Glory to
God in the highest” A little while
before she departed, she had a dread-
ful paroxysm of pain, which compelled
her to say, “TI am afraid I shall des-
pair;” but when told that Christ would
never leave her nor forsake her, she
was at once relieved, and said, “O
no! and though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil for thou aré with me”
The sister who was most with her re-
marks, that she does not regret the
time she spent witl this dear child,
for it was made a rich blessing fo her,
and the remembrance is very precious,
I hope that all who read this will be-
come Christians like Lydia Maria, and
then they will be happy while they
live, and happy whenever they come
to die.
‘W. JEFFERS.

Jonn Cannon, of South Dummer.
“TFor me to live is Christ, and to dicis gain.”

I trust this brief sketch of thecon-
version, short career, and happy
death of a young man, the son of
one of our leaders, will be interest-
ing. John Cannon was born July
22nd, 1835, For the last ten years
he was'the subject of an afiliction
which excited much anxiety and
sympathy, and must sooner or later
have removed him. IHe felt at
times the necessity of preparing to
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meet God, and hiséonvictions were
strengthened by a dreum which took
place abuut three months before his
departare  During a protracted
meeting recently held in Dummer,
especially, he sought the Lord care-
fully with tears, until on the 18th
December last he obtained a sense
of his acceptance with God and
went on his way rejoicing, and warn-
ing his young companions to fles
from the wrath to come. He had
a presentiment that his career would
be short, and copving out a hywn
called the ¢ Lone churchyard,” pre-
sented it to a dear friend to keep
for kLis suke. Eleven days after
his conversion be took a severe cold,
and in a very short time was dis-
missed from the suffering scenes of
mortality. During his illness he
said ¢ | am not afraid to die,”” and
1o his brother William, ¢ they are
in the room—the angels are round
your head !’ | am going home!”
to another, “Be faithful unto death!”
to another, ¢ the best of all is, God
is with me !” He sung such hymns
as “How happy every child of
grace,” and ¢ There is a land of
pure delight,? uutil he lost the fa.
culty of speech. But his counten-
ance glowed with triumphant rap-
ture until he sweetly fell asleep in
Jesus. Let us not complain if he
has gained the prize, with such
litle effort, and with o shorta race.
e is the firstfruits of a glorious re-
vival of religion in South Dummer,
in which nearly ninety persons
have been brought to God, and we
may hope that when the 1emainder
of the harvest is fully ripe, it will
also be gathered into the heavenly
garner.
J. C. SLATER.

Norwood, Feb. 8th, 1654.
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LIKE JESUS.

1 want to be 'ike Jesus,
So lowly aml so meek 3

For he one cross and angry word
Was never heard to speak.

I want to be like Jesus,
Obedient when a child 3

He kept hiz parents’ words, and lived
So holy and so mild.

Y want to be like Jesus,
So frequently in prayer:
Alone upon the mountain top,
He met his Father there
Iwant to be like Jesus,
For I never never find
T'hat he, thongh persecuted, was
To any one unkind.

I want to be like Jesus,
Eugaged in dolng good;
o that it might be said of me
‘That_I've done what I could.
Alas! I'm not like Jesus;
But I will pray 10 be.
Kind Saviour, take wy sinful heart,
Aund make me more like thee!

A MORNING HYMN.
BY REV. ROBI‘:R’I‘ NEWSTEAD.,

Again, O Lord, I rise to.see
he glories of the day;
Let my first thoughts ascend to thee,
And teach mny heart.to pray.

1 laid me down and slept in reacc,
For thou wert near me stili;

Let me this day. my Saviour please,
And do his holy will.

Beneath thine eye I still am found,
The same by night or day; :

O let thy goodness guard me round,
And guide me in thy way.

Assist me, Lord, this day to live
Obedient to thy word;

Nor let me thy good Spirit gricve,
Nor sin against the Lord.

I would, O Lord, devote my days,
With all my powers, to thee;

And do what Christ my Saviour says,
‘Who gave himself for me,

Let me with every day I live,
Be more prepared for heaven;

Thy grace improve as I receive,
And live and die forgiven.,

From the Sunday Schoo! Advocate.
MY LITTLE SISTER.

T had a dear twin-sister,
Her eyes were black and fair;
And lovely in the sunshine
Were the ringlets of her hair. N

How oft among the blossoms
We laugh’d the hours away,

And with our rocking Pony
We’d spend each cloudy day.

The winter brought no sadness
To our exulting hearts;

Her lace was always cheerlul,
Yor we did never part.

Three summers pass’d thus happy
In our linie 1alks and play;

And in the Sabbath school we’d sing
Of the land that’s far away.

But now I am so lonely,
For my father came and said,
When afl was dark around me:
* Your little sister’s dead.”

Yet I think of sister Martha,

And ask, “ Why don’t she come?
But mother says she’s happy

In her bright angelic home.

Well, little sister Martha,
How glad [ am to know,
That thou art happy in the skies,
Beyond the reach of woe.

Then wait a little longer,
And I will come to thee,

And there we’ll be together,
Through all cternity. WiLriz,

Morristown, N.J., Dec. 7, 1853,
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES, §c.,
ON SALE AT THE
Wesleyan Methodist Book Room, 9, Wellington Buildings,
King Street East, Toronto.

COMPRISING,

No 1.—Tux Yourn’s Linrany.—Consisting of upwards of 500
volumes, earefully selected from the best libraries in Enrope and
America : firnily half bound in Morocco, nuimbered and lettered ;
sald in quantitics to suit purchasers,

Fora hist of prices of the above, see the Catalogue in the
Suuday School Guardian for September, from which a discount
of one-fiwelfth will be made to these who purchase and puy for
twenty-five shillings worth at one time. .

The following will be sold onlyin Libraries, at the annexred

prices nett: .
8, D.

No. 2, contaming the first 50 vols. of the Youth?’s Library,
cloth backs.evees oo venennnaass ee cevesssseae 9
No. 3. containing the second 30 vols.. seseesesses 28 9

No. 4, Children’s Library—series A, 1 ., 32mo. bound
with red morrocco backs and corners, lettered and

NUMbeEred ccocievacsnecronas cecasassnscscrsnsesee 38 9
No. 5, Child’s Library, 100 vols. 18 M0.eeecenreessrenees 41 3
No. 6, being 100 vols. (American Suaday School Unioa) 50 0
NO. Fevaevieas connevanannnnns venes avecmecaseee
No. 7, 100 vols. do. No. 2, both eloth bucks.veece ceveasaes 50 0
No. 8, 100 vols. (American Sunday School Union) No. 3, 50 0
No. 9, Chiid’s Cabinet Library, 50 vols..ccocs cesectcraees 12 6
Sunday School Hymn Books, per dozent.eeesscieeeeaceas 5 6
Do. do. Londou edition, 1020 ccevee ciaeveracrcocesess 10 0
Wesleyan Catechism, No. 1, per dozen.. 10
Do. do. No, 2, ¢ 3 0
Do. do. No. 3, i -5 0
Spelling Books, Nos. 1, 2, &3, vevsvossossennesees 1 8
Reading Books, per dozeficeecieees cove ceevieecenceess 2 6
Alphabets on Cards, ** P | I ]
Louking’s Questions on the Gospels.vesseseeenas veceees 073
Raraes’ 0. o0 the AcCtS.eieiressacs sosnsseane 073
Plerce’s do. on the ACtSiecemacnoenccnoncs canes 0y

Also, a great variety of Ticksts, Reward Books, and Books for
Teachers® Libraries.

. NOTICE.
. The Book Cuommiittee being desirous of continuing the circu-
ation of the SUNDAY SCHOOL GUARIAN, have resolved
to,reduce the piice 1o the followtng scale, viz.:
- From 1 to 4 copies to one address, per copy eeeeessoe 1s.3d.
10 and upwards do. 00 teveveveressosensen 0
Payment invariably in advance. . .

ANSON GREEN, Book Steward.
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