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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE,

FOR ALLIANCE AND INTERCOMMUNION

THROUGHOUT

Ehangelical

@ hristenyom.

Vorune 1.

Fo—

JUNE,

1854. Numser 2

“Qne is your master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.”

The Topic for the Fondh,

GOD RECONCILING MAN.

While all the numbers of this journal will clearly
indicate its distinctive object, the reader is requested
to observe that by an arrangement embodied in the
general plan, a definite subject or topic is selected for
each separate number, and made the burden of its
migsion, occupying, perhaps, about the one half of its
Pages. This will give to the Tribune a feature of
Unity, that will soon make its advantages apparent to
all parties. Intercommunion was the leading topic of
the first, and probably will be of & few subsequent
Dumbers, The selection for this, the second number
Never can be surpassed in point of personal interest
especially in the case of those at all inclined to philo-
Phical ecepticism. Let the reader therefore be in-
treated to concentrate his whole being instruggling to
to grasp the glorious truths developed in the elucida-
tion of the topic, God Reconciling Man.

The Tribune’s 4th, leading proposition affirms that
the cordial belief of the truth, respecting Jesus Christ
8nd his work of redemption, does in every instance,
Recessarily and inevitably, draw the alienated affec-
t’}ms of the trembling penitent back to the bosom of
his God. Now as the root of the word cordial, desig-
Dates the heart, this proposition is nothing more than
81 obvious deduction from the two Scriptural affirma-
tions, “ with the heart man believeth unto righteous-
Bems and, “in the day that thou seekest me twith
Al thine heart I shall be found of thee.’—The inevi-
table necessity of the result, flows from the perfect
%daptation of the truths embraced by the heart, to
CaITy the whole of its affections in an outbursting
MTeam of gratitude directly to the bosom of God,
Where they remain bound by the cause that led them
thither ; a cause, the adequate appreciation of which,
involves the contemplation of man’s misery and ruin
in a state of alienation from God, and God’s glorious
Work of unbounded grace, in making advances towards
man while in this state, carrying these advances to the
amazing extent of securing the incarnation of the

Lord of glory! that be might voluntarily lay down
his life in necessary and foreseen infinite agony,
amid the scoffings and derisions of the very beings
in whose behalf he suffered all his woes! He, pray-
ing as they were chedding his blood, ¢ Father forgive
them: for they know not what they do.” Here is love,
that appeals to °the most alienated heart—Love, the
appreciation of which must cause it instantly to aban-
don its aversion to God,—Love, necessarily impelling
the soul that believes in it tolay the whole of its affec-
tions in mingled contrition and joy at the feet of its
redeemer.—As the most concise and efficient exhibition
of these truths; known to the writer; the whole of the
XV. chapter of ¢ The philosophey of the plan or
Salvation’ is bere presented, with the earnest prayer
that the result may be the salvation of many souls,
through Jessus Christ our Lord.

CONCERNI.NG THE MANTFESTATIONS OF GOD WHICH WOULD
BE NECESSARY, UNDER THE NEW AND SPIRITUAL DIs-
PENSATION, TO PRODUCE IN THE SOUL OF MAN AFFEC-
TIONATE OBEDIENCE.,

MaN’s moral and mental constitution was the same
under the New as under the Old Testament dispensa-
tion. The same methods, therefore, which were adapted
to move man’s nature under the one, would be adapted
to do so under the other. The ditference between the
two dispensations was, the first was a preparatory dis-
pensation, its manifestations, for the most part, being
seen, and temporal : the second, & perfect system of
truth, spjritual in its character, and in the method of
its communication. But, whether the truths were tem-
poral or spiritual, and whether they were brought to
view by faith or sight, in order to produce a given
effect upon the eoul, or any, of its powers, the same
methods under all dispensations would be nec .
varied only to suit the advancement of the mind in
knowledge, the differences existing in the habits and
circumstances of men, and the character of the dispen-
sation to be introduced. For instance: under one d’ -
pensation—it being in & great measure temporal, prc-
paratory, and imperfect—love might be produced Ly
making men feel temporal want, and by granticg,
temporal benefits : while under a spiritual and univer
sal system, men must likewise feel the want. and receive
the benefit, in order to love ; but the want felt and the
benefit conferred must be of a spiritual character.

Under all dispensations, an essential requisite after
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the way for its introduction was prepared, would be
such manifestations of God to men as would produce
love in the human heart for the aliject of worship and
obedicnce. * Love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart "'—is the first great law of the universe; and
God cannot be honured, nor man made happy, unless his
obedience be actuated by love to the object of obedi-
ence. Now, the manifestations of mercy, under the
old dispensation, were mainly temporal in their cha-
racter, and limited in their application to the Jews.
But God’s special goodness to them could not produce
love in the hearts of the Gentiles. The manifestations
in Egypt were, therefure, neither adapted in their
character, nor in the extent of their design, to the spi-
ritual and universal religion of Jesus Christ. But one
part of the Mosaic economy was universal and iromut-
able in its character. The mora) law is the same for-
ever in its application to all inteligents beings in the
universe. It is plain to reasum, that whatever means
may be adopted tu bring men tu rectitude of conduct,
or to pardon them for offences, the rule of right itself,
foundud upon the justice and holiness, and sustained
by the conscicnce, of the Eternal, must be immutable
and eternal as its author ; and the means, manifesta-
tions, and influences, under the difierent dispensations,
are expedients of mercy, designed and adapted to
bring mnen to act in cunfurmity with its requirements.

How, then, under the new dispensation, and in cun-
formity with its spiritunl and universal character,
could love fur God be produced in the human heart ?

We will here, again, as the subject in haod is most
jmportant, notice sume of the couditivns upon which
affection fur an oljuct may be produced in ihe heart.

The will is influenced by motives and by affection
and all acts uf will produced entircly by pure affcction
arc disinterested acts.  There is, probably, no one liy-
ing, "o bus attained to maturity of years, but hos, at
gome period of life, felt affection fur another, so that
it was more gratifying to please the object of his affee-
tion than to please himself. Love for another always
influences the will to do those things which please the
object Juved 5 and the acts which proceed from afiie-
tion are disinterested, not being dune with any selfish
end in view, but tv conform to the will and mect the
desires of another. The moment the affections are
fixed upon an object, the will is drawn into union with
the will of the object loved ; and if that object be re-
gardcd as superior. in proportion as he rises above us
in the scale of being, to obey his will and secure his
regard becomes a spontancous volition of the soul;
and the pleasure that arises from affectionate compli-
ance with the will of 2 worthy and loved object, does
not arise because it is sought for, but from the consti-
tution the Maker has given to the human soul; it is
the result of its activity, produced in accordance with
the law of love.

All happy obedience must arise from affection, exer
cised tcwards the object obeyed. Obedience which
arises from affection blesses the spirit which yields it,
if the conscience approved of the object obeyed.
While, on the contrary, no being can be bappy in
obeying one whom he does not love, To obey a pa-
rent, or to obey God, from interested motives, would
be sin. The devil might be obeyed for the same rea-
sons. All enlightened minds agree to what the Bible
confirms, and what reason can clearly perceive, with-
out argument, that love for God is essential to every
act of religious duty. To tender obedience or homage
to God, while we had no love for him in our hearts,
would Dbe dishonorable to the Maker, and doing vio-
lence to our own nature.

When an object presents itself to the attention,
whose character engages the heart, then the affections
flow out. and the soul actssweetly in thisnew relation.
There is a bond of sympathy Letween the hearts of the
two beings, and thoese things which affect the one affect

affcction.  One meets the desire and conforms to the
will of the other, not from o sense of obligation
merely, but from choice, And in thus giving and re-
ceiving affection, the soul experiences itsﬁxi ghest enjoy-
ment, its greatest good ; and when the understanding
perceives in the object o

ved, perfections of the hight

est character. and affection of the purcst kind for °
those that love him, the conscience sanctions the action .

of the heart and the obedience of the will, and all the
moral powers of the soul unite in happy and harmo-
nious action,

_We return. now, to the problem—Under the spiritual
diepensation of Christ, how eould the affections of the
soul be awakened by faith, and fixed upon God, their
proper object ?

The principle has been stated, which every one will
recognize as txue in his own experience, that the more
we feel the want of a Lenefactor, temporal or spiritual,
and the more we feel our inability to rescue ourselves
from existing dificulties and impending dangers, the
more grateful love will the heart feel for the being,
who, moved by kindness, and in despite of perzonal
sacrifices, interposes to assist and save us.

TUnder the Old Testament dispensation the affections
of the Ieraclites were cduced and fixed upon God in
accordance with this law of the soul. They were

placed in circumstances of abject need ; and, from this
condition of suffering and sorrow, God deliverced them,
and thus drew their hearts to himself. Now the Jews,
as has been noticed, supposed that the Messiah would
appear and again confcr upon them similar favors, by
delivering them from the state of dependence and sub-
jection as a nation. But & temporal deliverance of this
kinfi, as has been shown, was not consistent with the
design of Christ’s perfect and spiritual dispensation,
which was designed to save raen from sin and spiritual
bondage, and restore them to spiritual happiness by
restoring them to affectionate obedicnce to the only
living and true God.

The inquiry thea presents itself, as a fecling of want
was necessary. in order that the toul might love the

being that supplied that want—and as Jesus came to
bestow spiritual mercies upon mankind—ITow could
men be brought to feel the want of a spiritual Bene-
factor and Saviour?

Allow the thought to be repeatod again—According
to the constitution which God has given the sou), it
must feel the want of epiritual mercies before it can
feel love for the giver of those mercies; and just in

ous condition, in the same proportion will it exercise
love to the being who grants spiritual favor and salva-
tion. How, then. could the spiritual want be produced
in the souls of men, ir order that they might love the
spiritual beaefactor?

Not by temporal bondage and temporal suffering,
because these would lead men to desire temporal deliv-
crance. The only possible way by which man could
be made to hope for and appreciate spiritual mercies,
and to love a spiritual deliverer, would be to produce
a conviction in the soul itself of its evil condition, its
danger as a spiritual being, and its inability, unaided,

escape its just and spiritual penalty. If man could be
made to perceive that he wus guilty and needy ; that
his soul was under the condemnation of the holy law
of & holy God, he would then, necessarily, feel the
need of a deliverance from sin and its consequences;
and in this way only could the soul of man be led to
appreciate spiritual mercies, or Jove a spiritual bene-
factor.

Mark another fact, in connection with the foregoing,

which is to be erpecially noticed, and_which will be
devcloped fully in subsequent pages— The greater the
kindness and self-denial of a benefactor manifested in

the other, in proportion to the strength of the cherished, our behalf, the warmer and the stronger will be the

proportion as the soul feels its lost, guilty, and danger- .

to satiefy the requirements of a spiritual law, or {0

I3
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aitection which his goodness will produce in the human
heart.
Here, then, are two facts growing eut of the coneti-

‘spiritual and its penalty spiritual, and appealing to the
authority of the supreme God, he laid its claisis upon
fthe naked soul—be entered the secret recesses of the

tutien of humnan nature—First, the soul must feel its spirit's tabernacle—be flashed the light of the Divine
esil and lost estate, ag the pre-requisite condition. upon |law wpon the awful seerets hnown only to the soul it
which alone it can love a deliverer—Seccond, the de-teelf; and, with the voiee of o Ged, he spoke to the
gree of kinduress and self-denial in a benefactor, tem-1“I"" of the mind—Theu shalt not well, nor desire, nor

pural or spiritual, graduates the degree of aflection
and gratitude that wilt be awakened for hiza,

Now, in view of these necescary conditiong, mark
the means which God has used, and the manifesiations
which he has mmade of Himself, in order to sccure the
supreme love of the human soul.

In the first place the soul 1s brought to sec and
Seel its evil and lost condition,and s need of deliv-
erance.

feel wickedly !

While ke had thus shown that all the wrong exer-
cises of the soul were sin against God. and that the
sonl was in & gailty condition, under the condemnation
of the Divine law, he then directs the attention to the
Ispiritual consequences of this guilt. These he declarved
to be exclusion from the kingdom and presence of God,
and penalty which involved either endless spiritual suf-
fering, or destruction of the soul itself. The panish-

At the advent of Jesus, the Roman world was inlment which he declared to e impending over the un-
grecisely the condition which was pecessary to pre-'helieving and impenitent spirit, he portrayed by unsing
pare it for his doctrines. The Jews had the moral law 'all thase figares which would lead men to apprehend
written in their scriptures, and recognieed it as the will 'the mo<t fearful amd uumitigated spivitual misery.
of Jehovah; and the UGentiles had its requirements, | Before the impenitent and pardoned singer there
concerning their duty to each other, and their duty to 'was the destruction of the svul and body in hell—con-
worship, written upon their hearts.  Both the doctors |siznment to a state of Jarkness where the worm dieth
amony the Jews, and the schools of philosophy among nat. and the fire is not yuenched—cursed and banished
the Gentdes, especinlly those of the Stoics, taught the 'from Gol into everlasting fire prepared for the devil
obligutery nature of many of the important moral du-'and bis angels—agonizing in flune, and refused a drop
ties which wmun owes to man, No period in the history 'of water to mitizate the agony. Now, these figures
of the heathen miud ever existed before or sinee,!to the minds buth of Jews and Gentiles, must hove
when man's relations to man were so clearly per-lconveyed a mo-t appalling impression of the misery
ceived.® The Jews, however, had these advautages, 'that was immpending over the soul, unless it wasrelieved
that while the few intelligent Gentiles received the in-'frow sin, and the consequent curse of the law—Jesns
struction of the philosophers in relation to morals, as'knew that the Jews, especially, would understand
truth, it was truth without any hizher sanction than {theee figures as implying feactul future punishment s
that of baving been spoken by wise men, and there-'he therefore designed to do, what was undoubtedly ac-
fore it contained in itself no authority or weizht of icomplished, in the mind of cvery one that believed Ins
obligation to biad the conscience; while they had the linstruction, which was. to produce a conviction of sin
Moral Law, as a rule of duty, sanctioned by the autbo-lin the soul, by applying to it the requirements of the
rity and infiuite justice of Jchovah. Thus the moral|spiritual law of God, and by showing that the penalty

virtues assiumed the sanction of religious dutiess and
they had not valy the mural precepts thus sanctioned,
but baving been taught the true character of Gorl.
their religious duties were ikewsse umted in the same
sacred decalogue.

There was, huwerer. in the application of the law
ene most important and vital mistake, in relation to
what constituted human guilt. The moral law was
generally applied as the civil law. not to the acts of
the spirit, but to the acts of the body. It was applied
to the external conduct of men, not to the internal
life. If there was confurmity to the letter of the law
in external manners, there was a fulfilment, in thecyes
of the Jew and the Gentile, of the highest claims that
God or man held upen the spirit. No matter how dark
or damning were the exergises of the soul ; if it only
Lept its sin in its own babitation, and did not develope
it in actien, the penalty of the law was not laid {o his
charge. The character of the spirit itzelf might be
criminal, and all its exercises of thought and teeling
seasul and selfibh, yet if it added hypocrisy to its
guilt, and maintained an outward conformity to the
law—a conformity itself produced by sclfishness, man
judged himself, and others adjudged him, guiltless.
Man could not, therefore, understand his awn guilt, as
o spiritual being, nor feel his condemned and lost con-
dition, until the requirements of the holy law were ap-
plied to the exercises of his soul.

Now. Jesus applied the Divine luw divecily to the
soul, and laid his obligations upcn the movements of
the will. aod the desivess He taught that all wrong
thoughts and feelings were acts of transgression
against God, and as such would be visited with the
penalty of the Divine law. Thus be made the law

* For the views of the different schaols of Grecian
and Ruman philosoply at this period, and the amount
of their indebtedaess to the Jewish Seriptures, see
Enfleld’s Hus, Phil,

consequent upon sin was fearful and everlasting
destruction. Wo say, then, what every one who has
followed these thouglits must perceive to be trae, that
the instruction of Jesus would, necessarily, produce in
the mind of every one that delieved, a conviction that
he was a guilty aud condemned creature, and that an
awful dooma awaited his soul, unless he received par-
don and spiritual deliverance.

Thus. then, by the instraction of Jesus Christ, show-
ing the spirituality and holiness of the divine law, and
applying it, with its infinite sanctions, to the exercises
ot the soul, that condition of mind was produced
which alone could prepare man to love a spiritual de-
liverer § aud there is no other way in which the soul
could have been prepared in accordance with truth and
the constitution of its own nature, to appreciaje the
spiritual mercies of God, and love him 33 a spiritual
Saviour.

The Law and the Truth being exhibited by Christ in
the manner adapted to produce the condition of soul
pre-requisite to the exercise of affection for spiritual
deliverance—now, as God was the author of the law,
and as be is the only proper object both of supreme
lave and obedience ; and, as mon tould not be happy
in obeyify the law without loving its author; it fol-
lows, that the thing now necessary, in order that man’s
affections might be fixed upon the proper object of love
and obedience, was, that the supreme God should, by
self-denying Kkindness. manifest spiritual mercy to
those who feit their spiritual wants, and thus draw to
Himself the love and worghip of mankiud. If any
other being should supply the need, that being would
receive the Jove; it was therefare necessary that God
anuseLr should do it, in order that the affection of be-
lievers might centre upon the proper object.

Rut, notice, that in order to the accomplishment of
thie end, without viclating the moral cuustitution of
tbe universe, if would be cssentinlly necessary that the
boliness of God’s law should be maintained. This
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would be nrecessary, beeause the law is, in iteelf, the] by Jesus bimself : and upon the principle whi
will of the Godhead, and God himself niist be uoholy|involve, he acted duringlhis minigh'y. ' which they

before his will can be.  And whatever God may over-
look in those who know not their duty, yet, when he

IL

reveals his perfoet law, that law canuot, from the na- THE TESTIMONY OF THE SCRIFTCRES THAT GOD DID THUS

ture of ita Author, allow the commission of n single
sin. But, besides, if its holinexs were not maintained,

man is so constituted that e could never become holy.'

Every change to a better course in man’s life mus-t he
preceded by a conviction of error—man cannot re-

prat and tarn from sin till he is conicted of sin in|uyee
yrepresents himself as a ransom for the soul ; as laying

himself, Now, if the boline:s of the law. as a standard
of duty, was maintained. man might thus be enlight-
encd and convicted of sin, until he has seen and felt
the Inst sin in his soul; and if the law allowed one
sin, there wounld be no way of convicting man of that

gin, or of converting him from it ; hewould therefore,
t

remain, in some degree, o sinner forever. But, finally

MAMNFEST NIMSELEF AS SUFFERING AND MAKIMG SELF-
DEMALY FOR THE SPIRITTAL GUOD OF MEN,

God was in Christ, says the Apostle, veconeiling the
world to Himself : that is, God was in Christ doing
those things that would restore to Mimself the obedi-
and affeetion of every one that believed. Chrigt

down his life for believers. Me i represented as
descending from an estate of the highest felisity ;
taking upon him the nature of man, and humbling

,hixme'ff even to the death of the ¢roes; a death of the

must excrugiating torture ; and thus besving the sing
of men in bis own body on the tree, that threugh his

and conclusively, it the holiness of the law was not' quqth God might be just, and the justificr of cvery onc

maintained, that sense of guilt and danger conld not
be produced which is necessary in order that man may

love o spivitunl Savionr. Jesus produced that condi-'

| that Yelieveth in Jesus.

It was thus, by a sclf-denial surpassing description
—by a life of labor for human goed, accomplished hy

tion by applying to the soul the authority, the claims, o;n4tans personal sucrifices. and tending, at every step,

and the sanctions of the holy law. It is impossible,
therefore, in the nature of things, for a sinful being to
appreciate God’s merey, unless he first feel his justice
as manifested in the holy law. Love jn the sonl is
produced by the joint influence of the justice and
mercy of God. The integrity of the eternal law,
therefore, must be forever maintained.

1low, then, could God manifest that mercy to sin-
ners, by which love to Himself and to his law wonld
be produced, while His infinite holiness and justiee
would be maintained?

We answer, in no way possible hut by some expedi-
e1t, by which his justice and merey would bhoth be ex-
alted.” If, in the wisdom of the Godhead, such a way
could be devised by which God himself could =ave
the soul from the consequenees of its guilt—hy which
e himself could in some way suffer and make self-
denials for its good; and, by his own interposition,
open a way for the soul to recover from its lost and
condemned condition, then the result would follow in-
evitably, that every one of the human family who had
been led to see acd feel his guilty condition before
God. and who believed in God thus manifesting Him-
self to rescue his soul from spiritual death—every
one, thus believing, woul? from the necessities of his
nature, be led to love God his Saviour ; and—mark—

the greater the self-denial and the suffering on the
part of the Saviour, in ransoming the soul, the stronger
would be the affection felt for Him.

This is the central and vital doctrine of the Plan of
Salvation. We will now, by throwing light and aceu-!
mulatige strength upen this doctrine from different|
points, illustrate and establish it beyond the possibility

of rational doubt. I

THE TESTIMONT OF JESTS THAXT IT WAS NECESSARY
MAN SHOULD FEEL THE WANT, IN ORDER TO EXERCISE
THE LOVE.

Jesus uniformly speaks of it as being ncccs&ahty,
previously to acoepting him as a Saviour, t
should feel the nced of salvation. lle does not even
iuvite the thoughtless sinner, or the godless woridling,
who has no scnse of the evil or the guilt of sin, to
come to him. Said Jesus, I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” ** The whole
need ot a physician, but they who are sick.” ¢ Conie
unto me, all ye who are weary and heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.,” *If any man thirst, let bim

come unto me and drink.”

S

filled.”?

that,
¢ soul,

towarde the centre of the vertex, Ye went on until,
finally, life closed to a crisis, by the passion in the gar-
den—the rebulke, and the buffet, and the eruel mosk-
ery of the Jews and the Romaus—aad then, bearing
his cross, faint with former ageny of spirit, und his
flesh quivering with recent seourging, be goes to Cal-
vary, v.here the agonized sufteres for human sin, cricd
1T 13 FINISHED,” and gave up the ghost.

Such is the testimony of the Seriptures; and it may
be aflirmed, without hesitancy, that #¢ would be tmpos-
sible for the human soul to exercise full faith in the

jtestimony, that it was a gailty and needy creature,

condemncd by the holy law of a holy God; and thatt
from this conition of spiritual guilt and danger, Jesus
Chirvist suffered and died to aceomplich its ransomn—we
say o human being eould not excreise full faith iry
these traths and pot love the Savieur.

I
THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST PRODUCES TRE NECESSARY

EFFECT UPON THE HUMAN SOLL, IN RESTORING IT TO

AFFECTIONATE OBEDIENCE, WHICH NEITHER PHILO-

SUPHY, LAW, NOR PRECEPTIVE TRUTH €ULLD ACCOM-

PLIESIY,

The wicdom of Divine Providence wae conspicuous
in the fact, that previonsly to the introduction of
Christianity, all the resources of human wisdom had
been exhausted in etlorts to coenfer upon man true
Knowledge and true happiness.  Althongh most of the
great names of antiguity, were conspicuous rather for
those properties which rendercd them a terror and o
sconrge to mankind ; and, although seciety among the
ancients, in its best estate, was little better than semi-
barbarisnx j yet, there was a class in seciety during the
Augustan and Periclean age, and even at some periods

ybefore that fime, that was cultivated in wind and man-

ners. From this elass, individuals at times avose who
were truly great—men distinguished alike for the
strength, compass, and direrimination of their int: llcet,
In all the ciiorts of these mcn, with the exception of
those who applied themselves exclasively to the study
of physical phienomena. the great cnd sought wa: the
means or seeret of human happiness.  All admitted
that human nature, as they found it, was in an impcr-
feet or depraved condition, and not in the enjoyment
of its ehief good ; and the plans whieh they proposod,
by which to ebtain that happiness, of which they be-
lieved the soul susceptible, were as various, and diverso

“Blessed are they tbm,:from each ether, as can be imagined. Neo one of these

huager and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be,
Thus, the points which bave been shown tobe,
neeessary, from the constitutivn of things, in order to,
the soul s loving God, ~re prescated in the same lightI

plans ever accomplished, in any degrree, the end de-
sired. And no onc of them was ever adopted to, or
embraced by the common prople. The philosophcrs
themselves, aft:r wrangling for the honor of having
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g}:scovereq trath, and making themselves miserable in
. te' pursuit of happiness, died ; and man was left un-
atistied and unhappy, philosophy having shed oaly
sufficient )ight upon his mind to disclose more fully the
&uilty and wretched state of his heart.
here are, perhaps, two exceptions to these remarks
23 applied to the great mindsof antiquity, those arc
oCrates and his pupil Plato. These men, with a far-
Penetrating insight into the constitutional wants of
man, ¢ontemplating the disordered and unhappy con-
&lon of human nature, and enquiring for a remedy
&dequate to enlighten the human mind, and give the
i[fﬂirt a satisfying good, perceived that there was not
of he resources of philosophy, nor within the compass
pos human means, any power that could reach the
n Urce of the difficulty, and rectify the evil of human
ature, which consisted in & want of benevolent affec-
o0, Toferring from the nature of man what would
De_necessm-y, and trusting in the goodness of the
dity to grant the requisite aid, they expressed their
lief that a divine teacher would come fyom heaven,
;‘g‘lﬁ would restere truth and bappiness to the human

It is strange that among philosophers of succeeding
3ges there has not been wisdom sufficient to discover.,
t;om the censtitutional necessities of the human spirit,

Mt demand for the instruction and aid of the Mes-

8lah, which Socrates and Plato discovered, even in a

Cemparatively dark age.

' here are two insuperable difficulties which wonld
Orever hinder the restoration of mankind to truth and
appiness from being accomplished hy human means.
he first, which has been already alluded to, s, that
Uman instruction, as such, has no power to bind the

ec{’lllscxel.we. Even if man were competent to discover

8l the truth nccessary for a perfect rule of conduct,

z:t that truth would have no reformatory power, be-

wﬁlﬂe men could never feel that truth was obligatory,

ich procecded from merely human sources. It isan
wiﬁlous principle of our nature, that the conscience
wh not charge guilt on the soul for discbedience,

N en the c_ommand proceeds from & fellow man, whe is
ot recognised as having the prerogative and theright

a l'eqmye submission. ~And. besides, as men’s minds

ﬂ‘;e variously constituted, and of various capacities,
ere could be no agreement in such a case concerning

By ¢ question, “What i3 truth?’ Aswell might we

axpect two school-boys to reform each other’s manners

as tschool, without the aid of the teacher’s authority,
o hat men can reform their fellows, without the sanc-

o 0 of that authority which will quicken and bind the
dhscience. The human constience was made to recog-

¢ 8¢ and enforce the authority of God, and unless

cre ig belief in the Divine obligation of truth, con-
ﬁnce refuses to perform its office.

unl:t the grand difficulty is this :—Truth, whether

e(n’ loned by conscience or not, has no power, as has
s shown, to preduce love in the heart. The law

zo tl};)nth and guide the mind, but it has no power
preot en or to change the affections. This was the

o se thing necessary, and this necessary end the wis-
Of;P the world could not accomplish. ~ All the wis-
c'lnseothm the philosophers in all ages, could never
bl é'. affections of the soul to rise to the holy
mimedllt od. Tq destroy seifish pride, and produce hu-

" s{;ito eradicate the evil passions, and produce in
the un"l egsg‘slxxi’es for the universal good, aud love for
Wisdy ivi d arent, was beyond rhe reach of earthly
eﬁbmn}‘ and power. The wisdom of the world in their
b <1>. give truth and happiness to the human soul,
o e i T L
Tosophon . UCIFIED—was foolishness with the phi-
ivil:x er}s’, in relation to the same subject ; yet. it was

“*;t hilesophy ; an adapted means, and the only
Quate means to accomplish the necessary end. Said
l'cqnigome in_speaking upon the subject, *“ The Jews
¢ & sign, and the Greeks seelk after wisdom, but

we preach Clrist crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness, but to them
who are called, both Jews and Grecks, Christ the
power of God, and the wi'sdom of God.” The Jews,
while they required a sign, did not perceive that
miracles, in themselves, were not adapted to produce
affection. And the Greeks, while they sought aftor
wisdom, did not perceive that all the wisdom of the
Gentiles would never work love in the heart. But the
apostle preached CHRIST CRUCIFIED, an exhibition
of self-denial, of suftering, and of self-sacrificing love
and merey, endured in behalf of men ; which, ‘when
received by faith, became the powcr of God and the
wisdom of God to produce love and obedience in the
human soul. Paul understood the efficacy of the cross,
He looked to Calvary and beheld Christ crucified as
the sun of the gospe{system. Not as the moon, re-
flecting cold and borrowed rays; but as the Sun of
Righteousness. glowing with radiant mercy, and pour-
ing warm beams of life and love into the open bosom
of the believer. ‘

Iv,

ANALOGY BETWEEN THE MORAL AND PHYSICAL LAWS OF
THE UNIVERSE. :

The laws which govern physical nature are analo-
gous to those which the gospel introduces into the =pi-
ritual world. The earth is held to the sun by the
power of attraction, and performs regularly its circuit
around the central, sustaining luminary ; maintaining,
at the same time, its equal relations with its sister
planets. But the moral system upon the enrth is a
chaos of derangement. The aftraction of affection
which holds the soul to God, has been broken, and the
soul of man. actuated by selfishness—revolving upon
its own centre only—jars in its course with its fellow
spirits, and crosses their orbits ; and the whole system
of the spiritual world upon earth, revolves in disorder,
the orbs wandering and rolling away from that centre
of moral life and power which alone could hold them
in harmonious and happy motion. Into the midst of
this chaos of disordered spirits, God, the Sun of the
spiritual world came down. He shed light upon the
moral darkness, and by coming near, like the ap-
proaches of a mighty magnet, the attraction of his
mercy, as manifested in Christ crucified, became ro
poweiful, that many spirits, rolling away into dark-
ness and destruction, felt the efficacy, and were drawn
back, and caused to move again in their regular orbits,
around the ¢ Light’ and ¢ Life’ and ¢ Love ’ of the spi-
rifual system.

It free agency conld be predicated of the hodies of
the solar system, tie great law which governs their
movements might be cxpressed thus—Zhou shalt at-
tract the Sun with all thy might,and thy sister pla-
nets as thyself. The same expression gives the great
law of the spiritual world ¢ Thou shalt love the Lord
with all thy soul, and thy neighbor a8 thyself.” I\OYV,
if a planet had broken away from its orbit, it wouid
bave a tendency to fly off forcver, and it never could
be restored, uniess the sun, the great centre of athac-
tion, could, in some way, follow it i its wanderingg,
and thus by the increased power of his attraction, aa
he approached nearer to the fallen planet, attacy it to
himself, and then draw it back again to its origiral
orbit. - So with the human 8pirit; its atfections weie
alienated from God, the centre of spiritual attraction,
and they could never bave been restored, unless God
had approached, and by the increased power of his
mercy, as manifested in the self-@ema], sufferings, and
death of Christ. united man again to himself, by the
power of affection, that he might thus draw him up
from his misery and sin, to revolye around him, in har-
mony and love, forever. )

If this earth had, by some means, broken away from
the sun, there would be no way possible of recovering
it again to its place in the system, but that which hos



34

THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

position. and appreach the wandering orb, and thus, by

heen mentioned—that the sun should leave his centml'&

from whence it had fallen. The bough of the lofty

gak must be let down. or some comnmunication must he

the increased power of his attraction, draw back tke|tormed comnected with the top of the oak and at the

earth to its original position. But the sun could not
thus leave the cenire of the sy-tem, without drawing
all the other planets {rom their orbits by the move-
ment to recover the lost one. The relations of the
system would be broken up, and the whole solar cco-
nomy sacrificed, if the universal and &qual law of gra-
vitation was infringed by the sun changing hig position
and his relations in the system.

Further. the established laws of the physical universe
would render it impossible that any other planet should
be the instrument of recovering the earth to the sun.
If another planet should approach the carth while thus
wandering, the increased power of attraction would
cause the two globes to revolve around each other ; or
if the approaching planet was of greater magnitude,
the earth would revolve, as a satellite, around it. But,
this would not be to restore the earth to its place in
the system, nor to its movement around the sun, but to
fix it in a wrong position and a wrong movement, and
thus alienate it forever from the central source of
light and heat. It follows, therefore, that in accord-
ance with the established laws of the solar system, the
earth could never be recovered, but would fiy oft for-
ever, or be broken into asteroides. -

There would, therefore. be no way possible for the
recovery of the earth, unless God should adopt an ex-
pedient unknown to the physical laws of the universe.
(This, all who believe that God is Almighty, and Him-
self the author of those laws, will allow that be might
do.) That expedient must not destroy the great laws
of the svstem, upon which the safety of all its paris
depend, but an augmented force of attraction must he
thrown upon the earth from the san itsclf, which would
be sufficient to check the force of its departing mo-
mentum, and gradually draw it back to its place. I
a portion of the magnetic power of the sun could be
thrown into the earth, an adhesion would take place
between it and the earth, and then, after the cord was
fastened, if the body of attractive matter could ascend
again to the body of the sun, the earth would receive
the returning impulse, and a new and pecaliar infiu-
ence would be created to draw it back to its allegiance
to the sun. If. as has been gaid, the power came from
any other hody but the sun itsclf, or attracted towards
any other body, the carth would lose its place in the
system forever.

8o in the moral world : God’s relations to the mo-
ral universe must be sustained. The infinite justice
and holiness of the Divine law must not be compro-
mised. The end to be gained is, to draw man, as a
revolted sinner, back to God, while the integrity of
God’s moral government is maintained. Now, affection
is the attractipn of the moral universe. And, in ac-
cordance with the foregoing deduction, to reelaim
alicnated man to God would be impossible, unless there
should be a manifestation of the Godhead in the
world, to attract to himsell man’s estranged affections,
and then, after the affinity was fastened by faith, by
his ascending again to the Losom of the Deity, man-
kind would thus be gradually drawn back to allegi-
ance to Jehovah. v

ILLUSTRATIONS FROM NATCRE AND THE SCRIPTURES.

The Plan of Salvation is likencd unto a vine which
has fallen down from the bows of an oak. It lies
prone upon the ground ; it crawls in the dust, and a}l
its tendrils and claspers, which were formed to hold it
in the lofty place from which it had fallen, are twined
around the weed and the bramble, and having_ no
strength to raise itself, it lies fruitless and corrupting,
tied down to the base things of the earth. Now, how
shall the vine arise from its fallen condition? But one
way is possible for the vine to rise again to the place

same time with the carth, Then, when the bow of the
oak was let down to the place wheve the vine lay, its
tender claspers might fasten upon it, and, thus sup-
ported, it might raise itself up. and bloom and bear
truit again in the lofty pluce from whence it fell. So
with man—his altections had fallen from God, and
were fastened to the base things of the earth. Jesus
Christ came down, and by his humanity stood upon the
carth, and by his divinity raised his hands and united
himself with the Deity of the everlasting Father:
thus the fallen affections of man may fasten upon him,
and twine around him, until they again ascend to the
bosom of the Godhead, from whence they fell,

It was thus that prophets, evangelists, apostles, and
the Son of God himself, presented the divine scheme
of human redemption, Clrist is the ‘Branch’ by
which the vine may rceover itself from its prone and
base condition : he is the ‘ Arm of the Lord’ by which
he reaches down and rescues sinful men tfrom the ruins
of the fall: “ through whom,” says Peter, © ye believe
in God,” (i. e. believe in God manifested through
Christ,) ¢ that raised him up from the dead, and gave
him glory, that your faith and hope might be in God.”
Says Paul, “Your life is hid with Christ in God.”
Jesus himself proclaimed that the believer should have
within him “ a well of water, springing up into ever-
lasting life ”—that is, he that believeth in Christ cru-
citied, the hard heart within him will be struck by the
rod of faith, and in his soul there will be a well of
pure and liviug affection, springing up to God forever.
And again : “ Jesus cried, and said, He that believeth
on me, believeth not on me, but on Him that sent me;
and he that seeth me, sceth Him that sent me:”’ i.e.
Christ was God acting, developing the divine attri-
butes through human nature, so that men might appre-
hend and realize them. God might have been as mer-
ciful as be is, if Christ had never died ; but man could
never have known the extent. nor felt the power of his
merey, but by the exhibition on the cross. His mercy
could have been manifested to man’s heart in no other
way. And men cannot love God for what he truly is,
unless they love Him ag manifested in the suffering
aad death of Christ Jesus. “I am the way, the truth,
and the life ; no man cometh unto the Father, but by
me.” “If ye had known me, ye would have known my
I’ather also, and from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him.” Vi

THE PRECEDING VIEWS ESTABLISHED BY REDUCTIO AD
ABSURDUM.

1t is necessary that man should know the character
of the true God, and feel the influence of that charac-
ter upon his mind and heart. But human nature, as at
present counstituted, could not be made to feel the
gooduess of God’s mercy, unless God—blessed be hig
name—should malke self-deninls for man’s benefit;
either by assuming human nature, or in some other
way. (And is it not true that God could make self-
deuials for men in no other way that would be plain to
their apprehension, except by cmbodying his (Godhead
in human nature?) Merey can be manifested to man,
so as to make an impression upon his heart, in no other
way than by labor and self-denial. This principle is
obvious. Suppose an individual is confined, under
condemnation of the law, and the governor, in the ex-
ercise of his powers, pardons him: this act of cle-
mency would produce upon the heart of the criminal
no particular eficet, either to make him grateful or to
make him better. He might, perhaps, be sensible of a
complacent feeling for the release granted; but so
long as he knew that his release cost the governor no-
thing but a volition of his will, there would be no
basis in the prisoner’s mind for gratitude and love.
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The liberated man ywould feel more gratitude to one
of his friends who hwd labored to get petitions before
the gosernor for his yelease, than to the governor who
re'esced him.  To vary the illustration—suppare that
two perrony, who are linble to be destroyed in the
flumes of & burning dwellig. are rescued by two sepa
rate individuals, The oune is enabled to escape by ar
individual who, perceiving his danger, steps up to the
dour and opens it, withvut any eflort or self«denial on
Lis part.  The other is rescued in & dafferent manner
An iudividual, pereciving his danger and liability te
death, ascends to him, and by a severe effort, and
white he is himself saffering from the flames, holds
wpen the dour until the mmate escapes for his life
Nuw the o.ie who upened the duor without self<lenial
way have Leen merciful, aud the individual reliever
would recognise the act us o Kindness done to one in
peril ; bat no une would fuel that that act proved that
the man who delivered the other manifested any <pe-
cial merey, because any man would have done the
same uct.  But the oue who ascended the ladder and
rescaed, by perils and by personal suffering. the indi-
vidual liable to death, would manifest special mercy
and ali who ybsersed it would ecknowledge the claim:
and the individual rescucd would feel the merey of the
wet, melting his heart into gratitude to his deliverer
uuless his heart was o moral petrifaction,

What are, in reality, the facts by which alone men
may know that any being possesses a benevolent na-
ture?  Not, certainly, by that being conferring hiene-
fits upon others, which cost him neither personal lahor
nor self-deni*l; beeause we could not tell but these
favurs would cease the moment they invelved the
Ycast degree of sacrifice, ur the moment they interfered
with his selfish interests. But when it requires a racri-
fice, on the part of a benelactor, to bestow s favor
and that sacrifiee is made, then benevolence of heart is
atade ¢vidently manifest.  Now mark—any being whe
is prompted by beaevolence of lieart. to make eneri-
fices, may not lese Imppiness, in the agaregate, by so
doing ; for a benevolent nature (dnds happiness in per-
furming benevolent actr  Self-denials are, therefore
ot ouly the appropriate metbod of manifesting bene-
volence {0 men, but they are likewise the appropriate
maaifestativus of a henevelent nature.  Now, suppose

God is perfoctly benevolent ; then, it follows in view!
of the foregoing deductions, in order to manifest his!

true nature to men, self-denials would Le neeessavy, in
arder that men might see and feel that ““God is love,”
It is clear, therefore, that those who rejoct the divinity
of Christ, as connccted with the atonement, cannot
believe in God's henevolenee ; beeause, God is really
as benevolent as the self-denials of Christ (believed in
as divine) will lead men to feel that he is: nor can
they believe in the mercy of God iu auy way that will
produce an effect upon their hearts. To say that the
human heart can be deeply affected by mercy that ic
not manifested by self~denial, is to show but little
Enueledge of the springs which move the inner life of
the human soul. Man will feel a degree of love and
gratitude for o benefactor who manifests an interest in
his wants, and laboers to supply them ; but he will feel
a greater degree of grateful love for thie beunefactor
who manifests an interest in his wants, and makes self-
denials to 2id him. To deny, therefore, the divine and
meritorious character of the atoncinent, is to shut ont
both the evidence and the effect of God’s mercy from
the soul.

In accordance with this view, is the teaching of the

seriptures. There is but ene thing which is ch:u'gcd‘

against men, iz the New Testament, as a fundumental
and soul-destroying heresy. and that is, not denying the
Lovd, but “the Lord that bought them.” It i rejecting
the purchase of Christ by his self<lenying atonement.
which causes the destruction of the soul, because it
rgjects the truth which alone can produce love to the
God of love.

But further: the facts have heen fully proved, that
Gad Jehovah, by faking a pereonal interest in the well-
being of the Israclites and lahoring to eccure their re-
demption, seeurad their affections to himself' § and that
His 2ets of mevey produced this eftect was manifested
iy their song after their final deliverance at the Red
Seq. O <ing nnto Jehovah, for he has triumphed glo-
riously: the horee and his rider he has thrown into the
sea. Jehovaly i my strength and Song, and has become
my calvation.” In like mamner, Jesus Cinist secured
to himeelf ig a greater degree, the aftections of Chii:-
tians, by his sclt-denying life and death, to ransom
them from spiritual bondage and misery. The Isracl-
itea in Egvpt were under a femporal law ro severe,
that while they cutfered in the greatest degree, they
could not fulfil ite requirements: they therefore luved
Jehovab for temporal deliverance. The believer was
under o spiritual law, the requirements of whicl. Le
eould nnt fulfil, and therefore he loved Christ fur spi-
ritual deliverance.  This fact, that the supreme atlec-
tion of helievers was thus fixed upon Christ, and fixed
upon him in view of hig eelf-sacriticing love for them,
‘s manifest throughout the whole New Testament—
even more manifest than that the Jews loved Jehovah
for temporal deliverance. “ The love of Christ con-
<trains we 3 soye one s thus manifesting thiw big very
life was actunted Ly affection for Jesus. Says another
—speaking of early Christians generally—¢ Whour
{Chrit) baving not seen, ye love; and in whom,
thangh now ye <re him not, yet believing, ye rojoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” The Bible
requires men to perform their religious dutics. moved
hy laved to Chvist: “ And whatseever ye do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men ; knowing
that of the Lovd ye shull receive the reward of the in-
heritanee : for ye scrve the Lord Christ.” Mark—
these Christians were moved in what they did, what
they said, and what they felt, by love to Christ : love
to Jesue actuated their whole being, body ead soul. It
governed them.

Now, euppace that Jesus Christ was not God, nor a
true manitestationaf the Godhead in human nature,
but & man, ar angel, authorized by God to accomplizh
the vedemptisn of the buman race from sin and misery.
fn doing this. it appears from the nature of things,
and from the Ser’ptuves, that he did what was adapted
to, and what does draw the heart of every true be-
liever—as in the case of the apostle and the carly
*bristians—unto himeelf, as the supreme or governing
object of affection. Their will is governed by the will
of Christ; and love to him moves their heart and
hands Now, if it be trye that Jesus Christ is not God.
then he has devised and exccuted a plan, by which the
supreme afiections of the human heart are drawn to
himself, and alicnated from God, the proper object of
love and worchip : and, God having autborized this
plan, be has devised means to make man love Christ,
the ereature more than the Creator, who is God over
all, blessed for evermore,

But, is it said that, Christ having taught and suf-
fered Ly the will and authoriey of God, we are under
obligation to love God for what Cbrist has done for
us? 1t is answered that this is impossible. We cannot |
love one heing for what another does or suffers in our
behalt, We can love no being for labors and self-
denials in our behalf, but that being who voluntarily
labors and denies himself. It isthe kinduess and mercy
oxhibited in the sclf-denial that moves the aflections ;
aud the afiections can move to no being but the one
that makes the self-denials, because it is the sclf-de-
nials that draw out the love of the heart.

T< it etill said ihat Christ was sent by God, to doHis
will. and not his own; and therefore we ought to love
God, as the being to whoin gratitude and love is due,
for what Christ sid and suftered ? Then it is answere!
—if God willed that Christ, as a creature of his,
should come, and by bis sufferings and death redeem
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sinners, we ought not to love Christ for it, hecause In
did it as a creature, in obedience to the commands of
God, aud was not sclf-moved nor musitorious in the
wark 3 and we caunet love God fov it, for the laber
and self-deninl was not borne by him.  And further:
if' one being, by an act of his authority, should canse
another innocent being to suflfer, in order that he
might he loved vho had imposed the suftering, iint not
borne it, it would render him unworthy of love. if
God bad caused Jesus Christ, being 1's creature, to
sufier, that he might be loved himself’ for Christ's sut-
ferings, while hie had no connection with themn, instead
of such an exhibition, on the part of God, prodneing
love to bim. it would produce pity for Christ. and aver-
sjon towards God. So that neither God, nor Christ.
nor any other being, can he loved for merey extended,
by self-denials to the needy, unless those selt-denials
were produced by & voluntary act of mrey npon the
part of the being who suflers them. And no being, but
the one who made the sacrifices, could he meritorious
in the case. It follows, therefore, wi.controvertibly,
that if Christ was a creature—no matter of how ex-
alted worth—and not God; and if God approved of
his work in saving sinners, he approved of treason
against his own government ; heeause, in that ease, the
work of Chriat was adapted to draw, and did neces-
sarily draw the atfections of the human soul to him-
self, as its spiritual Saviour, and thus alienate them
from God. their rightful objret. Aud Jesus Christ him-
gelf had the design of drawing man’s afiections to
himeelf in view, by his erneifixion : say=z he, *and L if
I be lifted up from the earth, will dvaw all men wnte
me”? This he said, signifying what death he should
dic: thus distinctly stating that it was the self-deninls
and merey exhibited in the crucifixion that would
draw out the affections of the human soul, and that
those affi ctions wonld be drawn to himself as the suf-
fering Saviour, But that God would sanetion a
gchien ¢ which would involve treason against Himsell.
and that Christ should participate in it, i= absurd and
impu sible, and therefore cannot be trie.

But if the divine nature was united with the human.
in the teaching and work of Christ—if * God was in
Christ. (drawing the affections of men, or) reconciling
the world to himself "—if, when Christ was Lifted up.
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, he
drew, as he said he would, the atfectious of all believ-
ors to himself; and then, if he accended, as the
second percon of the Trinily, into the hocom of the
eternal Godhead—1I1e, thereby, after he had engaged.
by his work on carth, the affections of the human soul.
bore them up to the bosom of the Fatber, from whence
they had fallen, Thus the ruins of the fall were re-
built, and the affections of the human soul agiin
restored to God, the Creator, and proper ohject of su-
preme love. O the length, and the breadth, and the
depth, and the height, of the divine wisdom and good-
ness, as manifested in the wonderful plan of salvation.
“Great is the mystery of godliness: Ged was mani-
fest in the flesh—justitied in the spirit—secen of anguls
—preached unto the Gentiles—believed on in the
world—received up into Glory “"—amen: blessing and
honor, dominion and power, be unto Him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and
ever : Amen and amen.

“ THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION.”

It isaremarkable feature in the exporiance of all who
become reconcilud to Gud through faith, that they im-
neliately desire the reconcilation of ethers. Person-
ally, they krow that though the knowlege of the truth
and its full and hearty reeeption, they have been led

from death unto life ; and hence infer, that the same
cause will produce the like cffcet in the case of every
wretched sinner of the human race.  And therefore to

have such made acquainted with the truth asit is in
Jeens that they might be saved, is the desive, which
of all othera redating to man's welfare. reigns predo-
minant in their souls. But whatare they do? Isthe
*word of reconcilation in any way committed to
them?  Are they authorized to preach the gospel of
the Son of God to those ignorant of its puwer *—In
answer to these inquiries, as well asfo earry the reader
forward in the contemplation of * God reconciling
man,” in the great work of its extension through all
the nations of the enrth, and of its perpetuation
theough all periods of time, the folloning as most sat-
isfactory and conelusive is presented from the pen
of Franeis Wayland, D. D. as found in a sermon preach-
ed by him before the University of Rochester in
1853 :—

II. Let us in the next place inquire what is meant
by preaching the gospel.

The word preach, in the new testament, bas & mean-
ing different from that which at present eommonly
attaches to it. We understand by it the delivery ot
an oratien, or discourse, on a particular theme, con-
nected more or less closelx with religion. It may be
the disoussion of a duetirne, an exegetienl essay, a dis-
scrtation on soeial virtues or viees, as well as a por-
cyasive unfolding of the teaching of the Holy Ghost.
No sueh general idea was intended by the wordias it
is used by the writers of the New Testament. The
words translated preachin our version aretwo. Theone
signifies simply to herald, to announce, to proelaim.
to publish ; the other, with thisgeneral idea* combines
the notion of good tidings ; and means, to publish, or
be the messemer of gooid news, From what 1 have

already said of the nature of the gospel message, it is

evident that no other idea would ro well have corres-
ponded with the faets of the case. A great and un-

expeeted change had been wrought in the condition of |

Jmmanity. Our whole racg bad deen, by a most as-
tonishing act of graee, redeemed from inconceivable
misery. They, hewever, remained ignorant both of
their dunger aud of their deliverance. The knowledge
of this act of infinite love had been communicated to
a few men who had availed themselves of the gra-
cious counditions of the new covenant, and had con-
centrated their whole being henceforth to thoir
Redvemer.  The rest of the world way wrapt in
Egyptian darkenss. Mankind still continned under
the curse of the law, and were passing by millions
to receive in everlasting despair the just demerit
of their trangressions.  The eommand was, go abroad
every where, proclaim to cvery creature the news of
redemption ; tell them of the love of Gnd in Christ
Jesus. Al things are now ready, bid them come and
welcome to the marriage supper of the Lamb, .

When the Israclites were bitten by the firey fying
serpents, and the bite was inevitably .fz\tal. Moses was
divected to set np » brazen serpent, with the assuranee
that whosoever that had been bitten, looked ngon it,
should be healed. You canimagine how the first mas
who bhad felt its saving eflicacy, fluw to communicaty
the news to kis brethern, and urge them to avail
themselves of the remedy which had delivered him
from death. Every man who was healed became in.
mediately s herald of the glad tidings to others,
Every ote wlo was saved become a publisher of the
galvution, or in other words, o preacher, until in a few
minutes the news spread throughout the encampment,
and in this sence every tribe was avangelized.

Allow me to illustrate the mesning of this term, as
used by our Lord, by an occurcnce of which I was an
eye-witness. It so chanced, that at the close of the
last war with Great Britain, I was temporally a res

ident of the city of New York. The prospects of thd

g
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nation were shrouded in gloom. We had been for
two or three years at war with the mightest nation on
earth, nnd, as she had now concluded a peace with the
continent of Europe, we were obliged to cope with
her ringle-handed. Our bharbers were blockaded,
Commumention coast-wise, hetween our ports, was cut
off.  Our ehips were rotting in every creck and ccve
where they could find a place of sccurity.  Our im-
mence annual products were moulding in our ware-
liouses,  The sources of profitable laborwere dried up.
Our currency was reduced to irredecuable paper,
The extreme portions of our country were hecoming
ho "' to cach other, and differences of political
opunun were cmbittering the peace of every house-
hold.  The credit of the gevernment was exhansted.
No one could perdict when the contest vonld termin-
ate, or discover the means by which it could much
longer be protracted.

It bappened that on a Saturday afterneon in Feb-
ruary, & ship was discovered in the ofling, which was
suppossed to be a cartel, bringing home our commis-
sioners at Ghent, from their unsuecessful mission.
The sun kad set gloomily, before any inteitigence from
the vessel had reached the eity.  Expectation hecome
painfullly intense, as the hours of darkness .ew on.
At length a boat reached the wharf, announcing the
fact that a treaty of peace had been signed, aud was
waiting for nothing but the aetion of our government
to become a law., The men on whase ears these words
first fell, rushed in breathless haste into the city, to
repeat them to their friends, shouting, as they ran
through the street, peace! peace! peace! Every one
who heard the sound repeated it. Irom house to
douse, from street to strect, the news spread with
clectric rapidity. The whole city was in commotion.
Men bearing lighted torches weve flying to and fro,
shouting like madmen, peace! peace! peace! When
the rapture bad partially subsided, one idea occupied
every mind. But few men slept that night.  In
groups they were gathered in street and by the fire-
side, beguiling the hours of midnight by reminding
each other that the agony of war was over, and that a
worn out aund distracted country was about to center
again upon its wonted earcer of prosperity. Thus,
every one hecoming a herald, the news soon reached
every man, woman and child in the city aod in this
sence, the city was evangelized. All ths you see was
<easonable and proper. But when Jehovah has offered
to our world a treaty of peace, when men doomed to
hell may be raised to seats at the right band of God.
why is not 2 similar zeal displayed in proclaiming the
good news? Why are men perishing all around us,
and no one has ever personally offered wo them salva-
tion through a crucified Redecmer.

This then is, T think, the genevie idea of preaching
conveyed in the new Testament. It is the proclama-
tion to cvery creature, of the love of God to men
through Christ Jesus. This is the main idea. To this
our Lord adds, according to the otlher evangelists,
‘ teaching them to observe all things whatseever 1
have commanded you” The duty then enjoined in
our Lord’s last commacd is two fold : First, to invite
men to avail themselves of the ofter of salvation ; and,
sccondly, te theach them to obey the commnands of
Christ, so that they may become meet for the kingdom
of heaven. Insoe far as we do these, we preach the
gorprl. When we do anything clse, it may, or it may
not he very gond ; “but in the sense here considered,
it is not preaching the gospel.

Hence we ser that we may deliver discourses on
suljects assosiated with religion, without preaching
the gospel, A discourse is not preaching beeanse it is
delivered by a minister, or spoken from the pulpit, or
appended to a text. Nothing is I think, propurly
preaching, except the explaining the teachings, or en-

forcing the commands of Christ and his gposties.  To
bold forth our own inferences, or the inferences ofl

other men, drawn from the gospel; to construct in-
tellectual discourses which effect not the concience, {0
ghow the importance of religion to the tomporal wel -
being of meu, or the tendeucy of the religion of Chritt
to uphold republican jastitutions, and a hundied
topics of a similar character, may or may not be well;
but to do cither or all of thewm certainly falls short of
the idea of the apostle, when he ¢ determined to know
u;otlmng among men but Jesus Christ and him cruci-
fied.”

Auad moreover, the command of Christ supposes our
appeal to be made directly to the conciences of men
velying for success wholly on the promised aid of tl e
Holy Ghost. Qur Saviour gives us no directions covs
cerning any indireet or preparatory labor. The pre-
paration of the heart is a work which the Lord hes
reserved for himself. We are not to go about making
men think well of religion in gencral, with the inten-
tion of afterwards directing them to Christ, and urging
them to obey God. The Son of God hasleft us no di-
rections for civilizing the heathen, and then Christi-
anizing them. We are not commanded to teach
~chools in order to undermine paganism, and then,
on its ruins, to build up Christiani}y. If thisis our
duty, the command must be found iun another gospel;
it is not found in the gospel of Jesus Christ. We
are, at once and always, to set before all men their
sin and danger, and point them to *“the Lamb of
God who taketh away the sins of the world”? Aund
here I would ask, me we not liable to crr in these re-
speets? For instance, when we profess to preach
the gospel, is it right to take as a text the words of
inspiration, aod then discoutse on something which
inspiration never taught? Is it not enough that
what we say is true; so is geometry, or chemistry
or metapbysics : but is it the truth which Christ came
from heaven to reveal?  Again, is not our object fre-
quently far two low in preaching? Do we not somc-
times preach with the direct design merely of creating
in men a respect for religion ; and of inducing them
to aid us in promoting the objects of religious ben-
evolence, instead of striving to make them, by means
of this very scrmon, new creatures in Christ Jesus?
Do not we labor, as it is ecalled, to bmld. up a
gzood society : that is to collect around us the rich and
the well-conditioned. instead of laboring to save their
souls from perdition? The Almighty Geod sends us to
make know his offer of salvation to sinful men; and
we instead of delivering his message,content ourselves
with teaching them to pay a decent respeet to us, and
to our services. In the mean time, we allow their im-
mortal rouls to go unwarned to eterual perdition. On
whose concience will the blood of these sonls rest ?

Such, then. is the preaching of the gospel ; it is the
proclamation of the love of God to men in Christ
Jesux. It may be in public or in private, to onc or to
many, from the pulpit or at the fire-side.  Whenever
we set before men the message of mercy, snd urge
them to obey the comauds of Christ, then we preach
the gospel in obedicnee to the precept in the text.

111, But who is thus to preach the gospel? .

What could he the answer to this question, if we
listened to the voice of common humanity? When
the brazen serpent was lifted up, who was to
carry the good news throughout the camp? When
the glad tidings of peace arrived in the city, who was
to porclaim 1t to his fellow-citizens? When the news
of peace with God, through the blood of the covenant,
is proclaimed to us, who shall make it known to those
perishing in sin?  The answer in each case is, every
one. Where no command given, the common princi-
ples of our nature would teach us that nothing hut
the grossest sclnshness would claim to be exefapted
from the juyful duty of extending to others the bless-
ing which we have received ourselyes.

But, besides this we have, in the text, the command
of Christ. “ Go ye into all the world and preach the
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gospel to every creature 7 and, “lo! T am with yonlby the indwelling of his IToly Spirit, every one partak-
always, even unto the end of the world” The com-'iag with Christ in that love of souls which moved
mand is as universal as diseipleship. and it is to cor-'im to offer up himself, and every one laboring after
tinue obligatory till the Son of man =hall come. his example for the salvation of the world. This is
Does any one say that this command wae given only! the olject fur whieh the Leliever lives, as it was the
to the apostles? "It may or may not have heen sn;lalject fur which Christ Hved.  This conseeration of
but were they alone included in the ehligation which]himeIf to Christ fur this purpose, is & matter of per-
it imposes? The address at the last snpper was gix'c11|s011a! oblization. It eannel be doue hy deputy. It
to them alone, a< were many other of the instractions must be done by the man himself. e can no more
of our Lard ; but were they the only peiconc to whoem' delegate it to another, than he ean delegate faith, or
the words spoken apply 2 Te it affirmed that they and! repentence. or prayer, or holy Living.  Iyery disciple
those whom they should appoint are alone to preach must be a discipler.  Evers individaal is leaven, and
the word? 1 answer that Jesns €hrict never faid <o, he must assimilate to himsclf all that comes intv eun-
and we have no right to add to this any more than to) tact with him.  As he humsdf drinks of the fountain,
any other of his commandments. he must hecome a fountain to his fellow men ; other-
But let us see how the apnctlee th meelves nnder- wise, lic lirs not drunk of the fountain himseif. M he
stood the precept.  Their own narrative <hall inform'bear not fruit, be is cut off as a braneh, aud is with-
us.  “ At that time there was a great persecution|ered.
against the church that was at Jerucalem and they! This is the fired and primary duty of a disciple, and
were scattered abread throughont all the regione of te it his whole life must be eorfurmed. He many enter
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” * Therefore,{upon no ealling, he may occupy no station, he may
they that were scattered abroad went cverywhers indulge in no amusment inconsistent with this elem-
preaching the word.¥—Acts viii: 1.4 “Thep thf*y:cntm'y duty of disciple=hip. A revival of religion re-
that were scattered abroad upnn the pers entisn that precents a ehureh in its norinal evndition, the cunditivia
arose gbout Stephen. travellad ac far a< Phenice and! which CIvist always infended it to maintain. Then
Cyprus and Autioch, preaching the word te none hut! every believer makes it his great concern to coll man
Jews only.  And some of them were men of Cypras' to ropentence, not as a matier of form, but with
and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch,! earnest and meving persuasivn.  Every convert s in-
spake also to the Grecians, preaching the Lomd Jesus.| viting his former eompaniens to turn unto the Lord.
And the hand of the Lord was with them. and « great, But, if this mannerof life is appropriate tv a revival,
number believed and turned o the Lord. The~e men, it i< approprinte to all fimes; lur men are everywhere
were not apostles. nor even the original dice’ples of and at all times sinuers hastening te the judgment
Christ, for they were men of Cyprus and Cyrin>. Yet! weat, and they mast all pesish unless they be redevmed
they went everywhere preaching the wenl, acd in so by the blood of Christ.
doing they pleased the Mastor, far the Holy Spirit ac | It weuld be easy toshow that it is by involving this
compnnied their labors with the blessing from on high.] obligation in the very elementry idea of discipleship,
The ascended Saviour thusappropved of their conduct, | that Christ has provided for the universal triumph of
and testified that their understanding of h'e last com- his chinrch. On this dupends the vitality of personal
mand was correet. religion. We ¢an never in carnest call mien to repe.~
It we need any farther confirmatinn of the interpre- tarce, unless we are living holy and pevitent lives
tation which we have given of the preespt in the text,ourselves. Henee, also arises the separation of the
we find it in other portians of our Lord's tvaching.'uf the church from the world, and hence the antagun-
** The kingdom of heaven is like unto loaven, which a'i=m which Christ dieclares must always exist between
woman tonk and nd in three measurec of meal untit! them. ¥ Because ye are not of the world, but ¥ have
the whole was leavened.” The worde here indieate! choren you out of the woild, therefore the world
tiie manner in which the kingdam of Chri-g it to ex- hatcth you.” It is under these circumstances that the
tend itself.  Leaven assimilatee the whelde nass to) charch has always gained its nust sigoal victories, aud
itself by the contact of particle with particle --each when these principles of duty exercise an abiding in-
particle. s sonn as it is leavened, cammmicating it~ flucnee over the life of every disciple, the Kingdoms of
own virtne to all the particles surrounding it. o this world will soon bur ome the kinndoms of vur Lord
every disciple of Christ is bound, hy proclaiming,and of his Christ. .
Chirist to those near to him. to extend the Kinglem of ) Such, then, is the privilege, and such the duty of
the Redecmer ; and every one who beeome< u disciple! every disciple of Christ. It cuters into the elemen-
is bound to make it hi= chief bLusiness to di:ciplvlt;\ry idea of discipleship.  With this every other sub-

others. <equent idea must be in bharmony.  No ccclesiastical
Again, our L.ord declares that every one who be <yotan which we form can cither lberate a disciple
lieves in him shall be the means of imparting <alvation frumn_this olligation, or take anay his privilege of
to others  “In the last day, that great day of the | thus Iaboring for Christ. Whatesver offices are ereated
feast, Jesus steod and cried. if any man thiret, It him}in the charch, are created fur the purpox: of enabling
come unto me and drink. e that belic oot an me] the disciple the better do discharge this duty.  They
as the Scripture hath said, ont of his hrlly <hall flow are made for the church, the ckurch is not made fur
rivers of living water.”  This he spake of the Spirit, thum; aud it beconies us ¢y or to be watchful, least
which, not the epostles, but they that believe on him|bLy any crror the church of Christ be deprived of thus,
should veceive. "Thus, as our Lrd is the iiving foun-) the mainspring of all its cificicney. . ’
tain from which every belicver drinke; <o every one, I have thas far spuken of the gifts which are com-
who has drunk of this fountain becomes, in thiejmon to every man of a sane mind. But almost every
secondary sense. a fountain to all whe are about him.! man has semme peedliar gift, that is some natucally
fo. in the messages to the churches, dcliverd by bestowed means of usefulness. ALis also he is bound
the ascended Saviour tn the Apostle Jolm, we £ud in the same manncr to consuerate to the service of the
these remakable words : ¢T am the ront and offtpring, Master. A brief allusivn 1o sume of these will suflici-
of David, and the Yright and moming <tar.  And tho ently illustrate my meaning. Oqe man may be
Spirit and the Bride xay. Come, and Iet him that hoar [ endowed with uucummon conveisational ability, so
eth say. Come, and let him that ic athirst comc, and| that in the ondinary intercoune of society, he readily
whosoever will, let bim take the water of 1i%: frecls "} lcads the miuds of micn in any dircction he chooses.
You see then. brethern, the nature and duty of the, The disciple of Clirist is not at liberty to use this tal-
church of Christ. 1t consists of the whole cumuany of ent for the purpose of attaining tosocial pre-cminence,
penitent sinners, united to Christ Ly faith, animated, or for the gratification of pervonal vonity ; he must
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ful illustrations of this form of consccration of talent
were seen in the lives of the lute Willian Wilburforce
and Joseph John Gurney. Another disciple may be
endowed with skill in the conduct of mercantile affairs,
so0 that, with ease, he can accumulate a fortune, when
other men would merely carn a subsistance. This
talent he has no right to employ for the purpose of
hoarding up wealth for himself, or for his children, or
of procuring the means of lugurious extravagance, or
fashionable display. ¢ The lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eye, and the pride of life are not of the Father,
but of the workd.” He must consccrate this gift to
God, and remember that he will be called to account
for this, as for every other talent. And while such a
man should abound in almsgiving, let him be his own
almoner, laboring with his owa hands, and not the
haods of others in the worlk of benevolence. Another
may have Leen gifted with skill in managing and car-
rying forward plans for the labor of others, and in
guiding masses of mean to right conclusions in all
matters of public concernmeznt. This talent should
be given t the cause of religion and benevolence.
Such men, instead of leaving the charge of all our
benevolent institutions to the ministry, should assume
it themselves. They can dv it better than we, and the
gift was granted tv them for this very purpose. It
belongs to Christ, and to him mast it be cheerfully
rendered.

These gifts to which I have referred, are bestowed
upon Christians for the general service of the church
of Christ. There are but few men who are not en-
dowed with some one of them, which it is their duty
faithfully to improve. I must,however, turn to those
gifts which bave special reference to the ministry of
the word.

It frequently happens, that a hrother engaged in
secular business is endowed with a talent for public
spesking. On matters of general interest, he is heard
by his fellow-citizeas with pleasure and profit.
talent is more largely bestowed than we commonly
suppuse ; and it wonld be more frequently observed,

if we desired to cultivate and develop it.  Now, a dis-

ciple who is able successfully tv address men on
secular subjects, is surely competent to address them
on the subject in which he takes an immeasurably

great interest.  This talent should specially be offered,;
The voice of such brethern,

up in sacrifice to Christ.

This!

as a profession, for the sake of worldly advantage, or
that he may enjoy a life of leisure, or be enabled the
better to pursue some fuvorite studies, he has mis-
taken his calling. No man will ever succeed in any
andertaking, who pursues it as o meany to the attain-
ment of something clse ; least of all, when h2 makes a
convenience of the service of God in the ministry of
reconciliation.

If it he asked hew a man may know that he is called
of Gud to this work, I answer, the evidence seems to
me to he two-fold. In the first place, he must be con-
scious of a love for the work itself, not for what in
other respects he may gainby i, , and also, there must
be imprese2d on his soul aa abiding coaviction, that,
unless he devote himself to this service, he can in no
wise auswer a guod couscicace towards God. With
the Aspustle, he must b2 coascious that a necessity is
laid upon him, yen, that a woe rests upon him, if he
preach not the gospel. He who i3 impressed by no
such covitions, had, I think, butter pursue some otk~r
vocation.

This is the first indication of the man’s duty. In
the next place, he must exhibit such evidences of his
call to his worl: as shall secure for him the opproba-
tion of his brethern.  Of his own feclings Ze must be
the judge; of his quelifications they must be the
judges. ~ When both he and they, after prayerful de-
liberation, unite in the same opinion, then he may
concluce that bie is called of God to the ministerial
office.  Neither of these evidences alone is sufficient ;
the union of them alone is satisfactory.

The New_Testament, I think, recognizes two forms
of ministerial labor ; that of evangelist and that of
pastor. Evangelists are specially preachers, or mis-
sionaries.  Mcen called to this office are endowed with
peculiar gifts for awakening the carcless, arousing the
secure, directing the attention of men to the subject
of religion, and thus planting churches where Christ
has not been named. The particular value of such an
order of ministers, in such a country as our own, is, I
think, apparent.  Many of the fathers of the ministry
in all this region, the men wholaid the foundations of,
your present prosperity, were, for much of their time,
evangelists; and worthily did they fulfil the ministry
which they hiad received of the Lord Jesus.

Besides evangelists, the New Testament authorizes
the appointment of pastors, that is of ministers of the
gospel placed over particnlar churches.  The calling

should bie heard in the conference room, and in the;of such a man is not to the cure of souls generally ;
prayer meeting. They have ao right to lay up this, but,first of all, of the soals of a particular people.. He
talent, more than any other, in a napkin. Aund still{helieves that Christ has placed him over a seperate
more is it incumlbeat on the churches, to foster and, church; from that church he receives his sapport ¢
improve gifts of this kind. Thus we arrive at the,and, for both reasons, he is bound to devote to them
order of lay preachers, formerly a most efficient aidjhis whole service. It is his duty “ to warn every man
in the work of spreading the gospel. I believe thatjand teach ever man, that he may present every man
there are but few churches among us, in the ordinary, perfect i Christ Jesus; whereunto he is to labor ac-
enjoyment of religion, who have not mych of this tal-, cording tothe working that worketh in him mightily.”?
ent undiscovered and unemployed. Let them search, It is his duty to make knuwn clearly and explicitly,
out and improve it. Every church would thus be able and with tears, the dangerany guilt of the impenitent,
to maintain out-stations, where small congergations, to arvuse the conscience, to point the inquiring soul tc
might be gathered, which would shortly grow up into,the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the
cburches, able themselves to become lights to the sur- | world, to unfold the riches of divine love to the be-
ronnding neighborhopd. I know of hut few mneansby, lieving, to guard the disciples against conformity
which the eficiency of our denomination could be softo the world, to stmulate them by every holy motive
much increased as by a return to our former practice to higher attainments in piety and closer conformity
ic this respect. to Christ, to reclaim the backslider, to counsel the

But, besides this, it scems plainly to be the will of jtempted, to caution the unwary, to comfort the sick,
Christ that some of his disciples should addict them- to S}iolgnk peace to the dying believer, to suggest to his
sclves exclusively to the ministry of the gospel. Suchlbrct e means of uscfullness, to watch over the dis-
men are called elders, presbyters, bishops, ministers of  ciplne of the church, in ali things showing himsell a
the word, or stewards of the mysterics of God. If it! pattern of good works, and ever doing the same work
be asked, under what circumstaeces may & believer; which he urges upon them.—He is to labor publickly,
underteke theservice 21 answer, the New Testament, holding ap ﬁxe cross of Christ before bis people on the
as it scems o me, always refers to it as a calling to;Sabbath, and on all occasions when he can collect
which & man is moved by the Holy Ghost. No one|them to hear his message. Whenever he calls them
may thercfore enter the ministry, except from the;to asserble he chould meet with them. He will ac-
motive of sclemn, conscientious duty.  If he choose it complish but littleby urging them to leave theirseculac



40~ THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

Yusiness for a meeting for prayer, while lie is two much|work, and it is their duty. in his strength, to attempt
ceeupied in miscelluucous business to atteod it himself.|it.  He did not light that candle to place it under a
But, besides this, he must follow them to their homes, {bushel.  Every individual is to become at one o herald
and press on them individually the claims of the Most|of salvation.  Those endowed with aptness to teach
High. With Paul, he must - teach publicly, and from)are to be sent to destitute and forgotten places in the
house to house, testifying repentence towards (od|vicinity, to the highways and bedges, t¢ compel men
and fuith towards our Lord Jesus Chirst,” if he wouldjto come to the gospel supper. The ministers are to
finish his course with juy,” and at the close of his lifejdevote to this work their whole time, as ensamples
take his people to witness = that he is pure from theiand leaders of the flock ; surveying the whole fleld and
bluud of all men.” My lrethren, is not this s workisuggesting to each brother his appropaiate sphere of
great cnough for any man?  Can any duty vie withilabor. Let the disciples of Christ thus obey the mas-
it in importnee 2 Duthit not then becume us ** to givejter in the most depraved city among us, and, by the
ourselves wholly to it, that our profitivg may appearzrace of God, its whale population would soon be sub-
unto all? Can we have any excuse before Gud, 3if werdued unto Christ.  The woral atmosphere would be
fritter away our lives in miseellaueous business, andpurified by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, “ the
give to the work of Gud the mere shreds and clip-|work of righteousness would be peace, and the effect
pings of our time? of righteousness quitness and assurance forever.”

You see, then, the means which the Saviour has| And when the disciples of Christ of every name
provided for the universal triumph of his kingdomithus obey his last command, making, as he did, the
upon carth, e requires every direiple, as soon as he|conversion of the world the great object for which
beeomes a partaker of divine gruce, to become o her-jthey live, the last act in the great drama of man's re-
all of salvation to lus felluw-men.  He is a fountiin. idemption will boave opened.  Trivate believers will
from which is to fluw a river of living water.  Thelfeel their obligation to carry the gospel tosthe desti-
doing of this, is the test of his disciplesiup.  If he is aytute as strongly as ministera.  They will then be seen
Lranch that Leareth not fruit, bus cnd is to be cut ofl.{by thousands, like Paul, ministering, to themselves
He is *the salt of the earth, and if the salt have lost|with their own bhande, while they carry the gospel to
it> saver, wherewith shall ¢ be salted.” 1t is thence-|regions beyond. Then will ensue the final struggle
forth goud for nothing, but to be cast out andjbetween the powers of light and the power of dark-
trodden uuder foot of men.  Secundly, every disciplejness, for dominion over this world. Then will “ the
is bound to inpluy fur Christevery peculiar gift withiheathen be given to Christ for bis inberitance, and
which he may have been endowed,  Thirdly, everyithe uttermost parts of the earth for his possession.”
maq pussessed of the gifts for the ministry, mentioned1Then will the accuser of the brethern be cast out.
in the New Testament, is bound to consecrate them t0yThen from ever people and fongue and nation of a
Christ, cither in conucction with bis secular pursuitsivepgenerated world will ascend the anthem of salvation
or by deveting his whole time to this particularito him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb
service. forever.

If this he so, you sce that in the church of Christi If now we need any confirmaticn of the truth of
there is no ministerul caste ; no class elevated in rankithese views. I think we shall find it in observing the
abui e their brethern, vn whom devolves the discharge 'manper in which the chureh of Clirist was tirst planted,
of the more dignticd ur more honorable portions of tunder the eye of the Master. It was simply this:
Christian labur, while the rest of the disciples are t0)One individual, when called of Christ, brought other
do nothing but raise the funds necessary for their sup-tindividun]s io bim. “ John stond, and two of his dis-
port.  The minister dues the same work that is to belciples, and looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith,
done by cvery other member of the body of Christj{Behold the Lamb of God. And the two disciples
but, since hic doces it exclusively, he may be expected {heard him speak. and they followed Jesus. One of the
to do it more to edificatiod. Isit his business tolabor!two was Aundrew, Simon Peter's brother. He findeth
for the conversion of sinners and santification of the'his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, we have
body of Christ, so is it theirs. In every thing whichifound the Messiah. And he brought him to Jesus.
they do as dieciples, he is to be their example. 1'The day following Jesus findeth Philip, and saith unto
Koow that we restrict to the ministry the administra-thim, Follow me. ~ Philip findeth Nathaniel, and_saith
tion of the ordinances. and to ths rule 1 think there cantunto him. We have founu him of whom Moscs in the
tie no oljection. But we all know that forthis restric-11law and the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazarcth, the
tion we bave no example in the New Testament. Intson of Joseph. Nathaniel saith unto him, Can any
other respects it is difficult to discover, in principle,tgood thing come out of Nazareth? TPhilip saith unto
the differeuce between the labors of a minister andihim, Come and see.”” Thur, by contact of soul with
those of any other disciple, in conversation, orin a sab-1soul, did the chureh of Christ incrense. And I may
hath schoul, or a bible class, ur in a conference room.'add. if any one, will read the gospel with this view, he
All are laboring to pruduce the same result, the con-!will be surprised to observe how much of the recorded
version of men, aud by the same means. the inculca- {teaching of Christ consists of conversation addressed
tion of the teachings of Christ and his apcstles.  Thelto individuals in the ordinary intercourse of life.
ministry is 1ade for the church, and not the church] Again, observe, that no soonmer had our Lord col-
for the ministry. We are not Boodhist priests, or Ma-tlected a little band of disciples, {han he cmployed a
homednn dervishes, or members of a papal or any!large portion of them as missionarics to announce the
other hierarchy, or a class above or aside from ourtapproach of his kingdom. From his small company of
brethren, simply ambassadors of Christ. your servant!followers, hie chose first twelve, and then seventy. whom
for Jesus suke,  The chicfest of the Apostiea desired'hesent abroad on this errand.  If every church among
no higher ravk, and with it we are abundantly sat-{us furnished heralds of the gospel in like proportion,
isfied. there would be no lack of ministers.

You see, then, my brethren, what is the New Testa-| Observe, again, the circumstances under which, after
raent idea of a church of Christ; it is a company ofithe ascension of our Lord, the church of Christ com-
belicvers, each one united 1o Christ and pervaded byimenced its victorious march over the then known
his spirit, and eachone devoting cvcr{ talent, whetherjworld. Against it were arrayed not only the interests
ordinary or peeuliar, to the world.  When a companyland lusts aud pride of man, but the power of every
of discicples is collected together in a particular com-i government. and all the influences emanating from o
munity, they are the leaven by which Christ intends!luxurions, refined and intelligent civilization. On
that whole community to be leavened. By virtue ofiwhat did Christ rely, as his buman instruments, to
the discipleship they arc called to accomplish thisiprostrate this fabric of tasteful, vencrable and culti-
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vated idolatry? He made no attempt to undermine
and overthrow paganism in general. He published no
discourses intended to prepure the public mind for the
coming revolution. He sent abroad no schoolmasters,
to inetil the principles of secular truth into the minds
of the young. On the contrary, he met the whole
power of the adversary face to fuce, and brought
divine truth into immediate collision with long cle-
rished and much loved moral error. He charged every
disciple to proclaim the gospel at once to every crea-
ture. He selected those who were to be the first
preachers of the word, the first ministers of his church,
trom the lower and middle walks of life—men desti-
tute of all the advantages of epecial intellectual cul-
ture, whom their encmies reproached as unlettered
and ignorant. As cultivated talent was required, it
was provided in the person of the Apostle to the Gen-
tiles. As the church commenced, so, {o the close of
the inspired record, it continued. “Ye see your call-
ing, brethren,” said the Apostle, * how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble are called, but God hath chosen the weak things
of the world to confound the things that are mighty,
and base things of the world, and things that are
despised, hath God chosen, yea, things that are not, to
bring to naught things tbat are, that no flesh should
glory in his presence.” Under the conviction of these
truthe, Paul labored ia the ministry. Though a well
educated man, who bad profited above many that
were his equals, ye. when he proclaimed the gospel in
refined and luxurious Corinth, although the preaching
of the cross was to the Jews a stumbling-block, and to
the Grecks foolishness, he resolved to know nothing
among men but Jesus Christ and him crucified. He
did from choice, precisely as his uneducated brethren
did from necessity. It is surprising to observe the en-
tire simplicity of those efforts, by which, in an incredi-
Lly short period, the gospel was planted throughout
the whole Roman Empire. Wecan discover no means
employed to accomplish this result, bat proclaiming to
all men repentance towards God and faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ, imposing on every regenerated man
the dutly, in turn, of proclaiming the good news to his
brethren, always relying, sand relying wholly, on the
power of the Holy Ghost.

But, iv may be said, thcse times were unlike any
that the world bas since witnessed. But let us ask,
does change in social condition render it necessary to
adopt any new principles in conducting our efforts for
the conversion of mankind? Survey our missionary
field, and observe the places where the preaching of
the gospel has been attended with the most remarkable
success. \We number among the Karens, for instance,
more converts than in all our other missions together.
And how was the gospel preached to them? They live
in scattered hamlets along the water courses, in the
Jjungle, whose miasmata are fatal to a foreigner, except
for a few mohths in the year. During this brief inter-
val the missionary travelled among them, preaching
Christ to one, or two, or ten, or twenty, as he could
collect hearers, The Holy Spirit was poured out, and
sinners were converted. Small churches were formed,
and, from the necessity of the case, left for the re-
mainder of the year to themselves. With the spirit of
primitive Christianity, these rude men pointed their
neighbors to the Saviour. Ministerial gifts manifested
themselves among them as they were necded, and a
large pumber became ministers of the word. The
work of God was thus carried forward with remark-
able power. The bLrother whose labors among them
have been so emineatly blessed, worn down by inces
gant toil, was obliged to leave his statian for a year or
two, for the recovery of his health. On his return,
fearful that his flock bad been scattered during his ab-
sence, he inquired with trembling solicitude coneerning
their condition. You may judge of his surprise, when
he learned that about fificen hundred persons were

then awaiting baptism. This blessed result had heen
accomplished by men hardly clevated at all above
their brethren, for they had no knowledge whatever,
beyond that contained in the New Testament, and the
few books and tracts which, within a few years, had
been translated into their language. The contact of
soul with soul was thus lepvening the lump. Pastors,
a8 they were nceded, bave becn raised up among
them ; and these are now, in a large measure, sup-
portc& by the voluntary effort of the brethren. Thus
is the religion of Christ displaying through this whole
region its power of self-extension, by the preaching of
the gospel attended by the power of the Holy Ghost.

If the questjon be asked, cvuld this work have been
corried on without the aid of men of more cultivated
minds and larger knowledge than the Karens?—I
answer, certainly not. But I ask again, could this
work have been carried on without the labors of these
rude and unlettered men, who went everywhere
preaching the word? The answer is the same, cer-
tainly not. Our conclusion, then, is that God requires,
and that he employs in his vireyard, all classes of lab-
orers ; and the union of all is necessary to the accom-
plishment of his work. In general, I think it will be
found that, other things being equal, the preacher of
the gospel will be most successful, whose habits of
thought are not greatly elevated above those of his
hearers. President Edwards was, I think, without dis-
pute, the ablest theologian of his time. His ministrﬁ,
for many years, was eminently successful in North-
amptun and its vicinity ; but I have never heard that
it was attended with any rcmarkable results during
his missionary life among the Stockbridge Indians,

But it may perbaps be said, that in this case, the
people o whom the gospel was preached, were igno-
rant pagans; and that we camnot, from such an
example, learn the best manner of extending the
church of Christ among men of intellectual culture.
Let us then turn to Gernany, and inquire for the cir-
cumstances under which tie gospel has wronght so
powerfully there. Among no people on earth has edu-
cation been more widely diffused, and nowhere has
teaching been conducted with more admirable skill. It
is the land of Luther and of the reformation, the pre-
ceptress of Europe in science and philology. What,
then, have been the facts here?

In the year 1835, a Baptist Church of believers was
constituted in Hamburgh, consisting of seven mem-
bers, imbued in a remarkable degree with the spirit of
Apostelic Christianity, Of this church, Rev. Mr.
Oncken was ordainea pastor. That church of seven
members has already multiplied itself into forty-two
churches, sustaining 356 stations, numbering 4,215
communicants, baptized, ou profession of their faith,
into the name of the Lord Jesus. Each church is sup-
plied with a pastor. Churches and stations are estab-
lished in Northern Germany, castward from Hamburgh
to the borders of Russia; quite extensively through
Southern Germany, and to some extent in Swedenand
Denmark. On no other churches in Christendom does
the smile of heaven so0 signally rest. They are, em-
phatically, a field which the Lord has blessed.

And how have these results been accomplished? By
following the example left us by Christ and his
apostles—* The little one has become a thonsand, and
a small nation a strong people.” Every disciple ac-
knowledged the obligation laid upon him by the last
command of cur Lord. The Holy Ghost bestowed
upon the chu ches ministerial gifts adapied to the
work before them, These gifts were cherished, and
called into exercise, Preaching wascommenced where-
ever the Lord opened a door. Stations were estab-
lished, and the men were found to ocoupy them.
These stations grew into churches, by whi 1 other sta-
tions were sustained. Thus churches were multiplied
in every direction; the Holy Spirit was everywhere
poured out, and much people was added to the Lord.
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~ome of these churches contain two or three bundred
members.  Almost all of them sustain stationk, some
of them as many as iwenty or thirty ; and, though it
may secm incredible to some of us, all this glorious
work has heen accomplished, in classical Germany,
without the aid of a single classically laborer. Would
it not be possible for us to learn a lesson from our
“wethren in Germany?

But it will perhaps be said, this is an example from
o foreign country ; would the same means for extend-
ing the veign of Christ avail us equally here at home?
Cast your eyes backward then, and look upon ourown
condition rome fifty or sixty yenrs since. The men
are now living, who remember the Baptist denominn-
tion when it was the least of the thousands of Isracl.
We are now among the most numerous, perbaps the
most numerous communion in the United States. By
what means has our increase been so astonishing?

- How has it come to pass, that believers in such multi-
tudes have, through our instrumentality, been added
to the Lord. I think the answer at once suggests
its1If, if we call to mind the character of the Baptists
of the preceeding generation. Though plain men,
generally of ordianary education. they were men of
prayer, tull of the Holy Ghost, each one holding him-
eelf in a special manner reponsible for making known
to those that wcre around him the truth as itisin Jesus.
They were men of conference and prayer mettings,
and revivals of religion; who. in bhams, in school-
rooms, and in private houses, wherever they could col-
lect an audience, preached repentence towards God,
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Every talent
which & church discovered among its members, was
called into the service of Christ. There was scarcely
@ church among us which had not its lny preachers, or,
as they were termed, licentiatess Of these, many
from timne to time entered the regnlar ministry, and
thus pastors were supplied in proportion to our need.
Our settled minirters labored not only in their own
churches, but made frequent missionary tours in the
more destitute regions in their vicinity, thus doing the
the work of cvangelists,. While we were thus, with
gingular earnestness, devoting all the means in our
power to the service of Christ, the Lord added to us
daily of such as should be saved. And nowhere could
I appeal to the result of these labors with greater
pleasure, than in the very spot on which I stand. The
numerous end fiourishing churches that fill the whole
of Western New York, this Univerity, with all its
strength in the present, and its boundless hopes for
the fature, all owe their existence to the self-denials,
the preaching, the prayers of these plain, pious, vener-
able and never to be forgotton men.  “They have
labored, and you have entered into their labora®  Of
late years our progresshas heen much less rapid.  Owr
views in many of these respects have changed. May
not this chance in our views be connccted with the
change in ovr prosperity ?

These instances seem to me to throw some light up-
on the teachings of the New Testament on this sub-
ject. X fear that we are in danger in this matter of
forsaking the instructions of Clrist and bis apostles,
and following the traditions of men, not observing the
tendencies to which they lead. ‘The Reformersbrought
with them many of the errors of the church of Rome.
May we not have derived, through them, some errone-
ous notions respecting the church and the Christian
ministry? Can any one fail to perceive, that the
views of our Hemburgh brethern on this subject are
more in saccordance with the New Testament, than
tKh:se ;)f Luther, or Calvin, or Melancthon, or Jobn

ox

The doctrines here presented scem to me to have an
important bearing on the subject of Christian and min-
isterial education.

The principals which should govern us in this mat-
ter, scem to be something like the following :—

I bave said that every disciple of Christ is under
imperative obligntions to become a herald of ealvation
to his fellow men, and to beseech them, in Christ’s
stead, to be reconciled to God. This can only be done
by the action of mind upon mind. It is & case in
which the mind of one man seeks to exert an influence
over the mind of another, To accomplich this, disci-
plined mind is best adapted. We are taught by
Chlrist, that we are under obligations not only to use,
but to improve every talent committed to us, that we
may have the more to consecrate to his service. The
slothful servant was condemned because he returned
his talent just in the condition in which Le had recejv-
cd it. Thisis the universal condition on which we are

this be the universal rule, how emphétic i8 its applica-
tion to intellectual gifte, the most valuable of all the
talents with which we are entrusted. Hence, every
disciple of Christ is under the most imperitive obliga-
tions to enlarge his knowledge, to cultivate his facul-
ties, to discipline his mental energies; that he may
have the more to devote to the service of the Master.
A willfully ignorant Christian is a contradiction. He
is a barren fig tree. He is the indolent scrvant who
returned his tallent, which he had kept wrapt up ina
papkin. When the Master shall ask what he has
gained by trading, what will he reply ? Brethern, the
law of the Lord is exceeding broad, and it would be
well for us if we more frequently contemplated the
universality of its application.

Woral any Peligions Hliscellang,

STRIKING CONVERSION.

The first sermon we ever wrote was upon the text
# Chirist came not to be ministered unto, but to minis-
ter.” Here was room for & great deal of talk, It
was o comfortuble sermon to saints, and there was

carnal heart. 1t gained us more or less applause.
But our next sermon was upon a different subject.
The text was one of those thunderbolts of divine writ
that strike the carnal heart, as it were dead. “ Sub-
mit yourself therefore to God.” We sat down com-
posedly to write this discourse, meaning to epeak
directly to the impenitent sinner with a calm urgency
not to be evaded. But the sermon was not fairly
begun before the writer began to question his authori-
ty to preach such doctrine as & matter of his own
personal experience. The guestion grew more and
more weighty; have X ever known the meaning of
that naked truth, ©Submit yourself to God?’ Every
written sentence added to the awrul apprehension that
I knew not the command, and my pen was but record-
ing my own condemnation. The sermon was thrown
aside unfinished. The Bible became our study, and
agonzing prayer was offered at every breath. The
gospel was esamined verse by verse from beginning to
end. Every word was anxiously scrusinized to see if
there was but one ray of bope for a guilty sinner. No
hope was there, Every promise was to the believer,
condemnation to the unbelicver. )
That was the day in which we studicd theology ;
not to preach the gospel, but to ascertain God’s truth
in relation to the salvation of our own souls. Besides
the Bible, Luther, Edwirds, Bellamy and kindred
writers were searched with an sgony of sonl, the
remembrance of which can never pass away, to ascer
tain the meaning of that word, the key of heaven’s
gate, Faith. But all was in vain. Despair was
riveting its heavy chains on the soul; existence was
becoming unendurable. The crises was reached.
There was no help but in God. Prostrate before him,
soul and body were yielded into the hands of & sover-

cign God for weal or woe. The load was gone. We

allowed to hold every gift entrusted tous. But, if

nothing in it particularly calculated to offend thc.




THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

34

had just Jearned the menning of our text, ¢ Submit
yourselves therefore to God.”

Not Jong after this o minister of the gospel of ten
years’® standing whispered to us as a friendly admoni-
tion, “ It is an easy matter to talk about Christianty,
but to speak of eternal things from the heart is far
different.” He too, for the first time probably, had
been made to pass through the decp waters that he
might in couscious hopglessness as & miserable, guilty,
lost sinner, bow before the Sovereign God.

The penning of this relation was prompted by the
extract from Krummacher in the Puritan Recorded of
October 14—Pur. Rec.

METHODIST ZEAL AND NUMBERS.

From the Christian Herald, (Presbyterian,):—

‘ No pioneer gets beyond their reach. Though he
ass the Rocky Mountains, and pursue his game to the
*acific, he soon finds the self-denying, unconquerable,

unescapable Methodist minister at his side, summoning
hin to the camp-meeting, and winning his soul to
Christ! Thousands upon thousands of pioneers, scat-
tered like sheep, and almost lost from the world, in
those far-off wilds of the West, have blessed God for
raising up Wesley and the Methodists,

“The Catholics can do nothing with these stirring
people.  They are non-plussed. outstripped and out-
done, by the simple and fervent Methodists, Whilst
Romanists are piling up their stone churches, to last
for ages, hanging their massive bells, fastening their
images, and displaying their trinkets, sent from
Europe, the sclf-denying Methodist starts forth, caring
little where he shall lay his head, crects his tent by
the side of some stream in the wilderness, and dlows
his horn to call the hunter from the chase, and the
plowmaa from his yet unfenced fields! The sounds of
the Gospel are impressive in those solitudes. The
people gladly hear. God is there. They see his
emblems in the majestlc trees.  They hear him in the
winds. They sce him and they hear him in the man of
God, who has left all and come to them in love. Such
love, and such manifestations of goodness, are over-
powering. Rough souls are melted down, hard bearts
are subdued and converted, and huge hands are soon
seen rearing up a house for God in the wilderness!
Othier settler are now attracted around this spot 3 and
presently here is o thriving Christian village!

% in the meantime, the minister has passed on, and
cnacted similar scenes elsewhere. In a few years
scveral churches are formed, each nearly as numecrous,
it may be, and far morve spirited and happy, than the
one which the Romanists have collected from their
bigoted immigrants, taught to count beads, and {o
swallow down tbe Latin, which is roared forth in their
costly!cdiﬁce, from an European organ, and a babbling
priest

“ Thus it is that the Methodists have sccured such
large numbers in the mighty West. Spirit, energy,
economy and sclf-sacriice have made them an over-
match for the Catholic host! They constitute the
largest division of that great army, which, I believe,
God will use to make Protestantism completely trium-
phant in our country.” .

Vies wny Doings of Indibivwals,

CAN A QUAKER BE A CHRISTIAN?

This may scem & strange question to ask in thisage
of light and charity. The intelligent and evangelical
reader may be ready to answer in these words— a
Quaker may be a true Christian in precisely the same
way and scnse as any other poor sinner, whatever sect
he may belong to, whether Baptist or Pedobaptist,

according to the apostle’s teaching in Rom. 10, 9, ¢if
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
ghalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead. thou shalt be saved’ ; and that Quakers
are sometimes at least found thus confessing Christ and
believing to the salvation of their souls is most strik-
ingly proved by the lives and writings of such persons
as Elizabeth Fry and J. J. Guruey. However conclu-
sive this answer may Le, it is well to examine the
mazter a little more fully. What are the fucts in-the
case? The Quaker, however truly he may exercise
repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, has yet no sacraments or symbolic ordinances
and no church organization ; he is unbaptized with
water, he is unsealed with the sacramental bread and
wine, bie is unblessed with o priestly or clerical bene -
diction. Can he thenber disciple of Christ? Accord-
ing to the Puseyite or Church of England doctrine he
cannot, for he lacks not only the apostolic succession
of the priesthood, but also baptism ; ¢ wherein,? as the
Catechivm teaches, ‘a babe is made a member of
Christ, the child of God and an inheritor of the king-
dom of heaven'. Other Prdobaptists alzo hold views
which go directly to unchristianize a Qualker, for they
consider an unbaptized person as o heathen, os one not
placed in the covenant, and therefore not admissible
to the communion of the church ; so that if Mrs, Fry
and Mr. Gurney had applied for church fellowship,
they would have been refused, because they were
unbaptized. There may be some exceptions to this
rule among large-hearted Pmadobaptist, who are intel-
ligently opposed to what is callgd ¢ close communion’
among their Baptist bretbren. And agfor these Iatter,
it is clear they cannot admit a Quaker to be a Chris-
tian, or a true disciple of Christ, for the admission
would be fatal to their close communion theory ; for
if an unbaptized Quaker can be a true disciple, he may
be also admitted to the Lord's Supper, which is the
privilege of all true disciples, or all who are acknow-
ledged as such.

But it may be said that this is not a practical ques-
tion, since Quakers care not for the Lord's Supper.
Yet it is a fact that some good Christians, Quakers
and others, are to be found who wish to observe the
Supper, though they hold the rite of baptism not to
be binding, and conssquently are never baptized. In
such cases as these, as well as in the case of believers
sprinkled in fancy, the open communion Baptist fecls
no difficulty; for with him all these differences and errors
about baptism form no rightful bar to communion, in
as much as he desires to receive whomsover Christ
hath received, whether an evangelical Quaker or a
godly Paedobaptist. B. -

FROM THE REV. JOHN GILMOGR,
(For the Gospel Tribune.)

For nearly forty years the answer made to the angel
of the Lord in the prophecies of Zech. might have been
raturned in regard to Europe. *# ANl the earth sitteth
still and is at rest” This, however, refers to what
may be styled international war; within themselves
many of the nations have been heaving with seditions,
which even reached the point of rebellion and revolu-
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tion, the year 1848 hecame ominous in the dominions
of despots, it glared across the first half of the century,
but passed away, entered the cell of disaffection, and
left the gloom of tyranny brooding still over the people.
A mutter of discontent has now and again been heard,
to break the silence of this terrible night ; but how
soon suppressed, and humanity yet remains crushed
bencath its load. The ¢lements of sedition, though
hid, bavo not been inoperative, they have approached,
coalesced, seperated, and again come into collision, and
wait for some new point of issue. There is & point of
depression below which it is dangerous to attempt to
crush men ; the rebound may be awfully desolating,
and that the European world is on the eve of some
fearful outburst, I can scarcely doubt. And what shall
he the end thereof ?

Evils endured should be of no ordinary magnitude
Lefore attempted to be thrown off by war. The evils
which press, for the momeat, we know, but who can
describe those which are to result from war, they bor-
der on the infinite, and admit of but few mitigationg.
The book of peace on the field of Mars, the book of
consolation on the field of misery, the book of meck-
ness on the field of strife, the hook of life on the ficld
of death, is ended in needed, though undesirable com-
ponionship. But to how many no.s mustering in the
East of Europe is that book unknown. The Moslem
ignores it. The Russian cannot read, and fewer still
bave it. The Frenchman, gay, brave and reckless,
thinks he can do without it ; but the Britain on sea or
fleld, carries it as a mother or sister’s last gift, not less
dear because the gift of such affection, and it has been
found to sooth the horrors of a Waterloo.

The following lines were penned on receiving intel-
ligence of o Bible being found with a soldier slain on
the field of Waterloo. The writer and the subject of
it have left this world of strife. It may be, have met
in the peace and calm of Paradise, as trophies of the
energies of that book, and now praise its author in
strains which no note of earth can reach. The aspect
of the times, aswell as the designation of your periodi-
cal, may justify its insertion. It isas follows:i—

THE BIBLE ON THE BATTLE FIELD.

When war, that terror and that crime of man,
Which rose to being when his guilt began;
In dreadful state, thron’d on the embattled plain,
Strews awful carnage o’er the cnsanguin'd scene.
From each big flash of his enfuriate eye,
Ten thousand death, of tenfold sorrow fly §
Shakes from his horrent hair, & flood of woes,
And from each look, far spreading flows.
Even from his shade, all hopes, all pleasures fly,
And ’neath his foot, all living creatures die;
With demon rage, rolls o’er the blood-soaked ground,
Horror and desolation all around.
Despair and tumult in his front appear,
Silence, perpetual silence in his rear.

At such a scene imagination reels,
And begs a heart encased in {ripple steel ;
The Sun himself might sicken at the sight,
And vall his glories io the gloom of night.
O, for a world where happiness and peace,

Rests on each heart, and beams in cvery face ;
O, for a world where nof another’s woe
Shall cause the tear of agony to flow.

But see, amidst the havoe of the plain,
Which desolation ne’er need sweep again §
Sweet a8 pure air, midst pestilential breath,

A beam of heaven shed o’er the night of death.
A pearl of worth, inestimable lies,

Fraught with the richest treasures of the skies,
Ne'er, ne’er its balmy blessing sweeter glow’d,
Than midst the horrors of that fleld of blood,
From the dead stillness which did reign around,
Grace and Eternity, with deeper sound

Of solemn tone, would fall upon the car,
Almost unbind the spirit from its sphere,
Standing among the heaps of slaughtered dead,
The soul's redemption would seem bliss indeed ;
And the dear channel of these rich sapplies,

Be deem’d the only treasure ‘neath the skies.

And sure in silence o'er the bosom stole,

A feeling tale of its possessors soul,

For midst the remants of the dead,

Thie, like a fragment of its owner’s mind 3

This was the good most precious to his heart,
When it alone, war could not from him part—

It sooth'd his soul to peace throughout the storm,
And bade him smile at death’s terrific form ;

His hopes anew upon his Lord be bung,

Ana closer to the rock of ages clung.

From that bless’d spot he spy’d beyond the tomb,
An uncontested, an unfading crown,

Then gained in the sanguinary strife,

A quicker passage to immortal life ;

With Angel guards his soul securely flies

To rest and peace eternal in the skies.

O, this relieves the heart appaling view,

And gilds the horrors of a Waterloo.

BIBLICAL CRITICISM.

“ For they drank of that spiritual rock that
Jollowed them,’—1 Cor. x. 4.

The believers at Corinth especinlly nceded to be
warned against sensuality and idolatry, for fo these

sins they were peculiarly exposed, owing to their for-
mer habits (see chap. vi, 9—11), and the prevalence of §

volupteousnees and unchastity among the inbabitants

of that afluent and disolute city. In ovder, therefore, §

to guard the disciples againsi these easily besetting

sins, and to beget in them a holy fear and trembling X
without which they could not be finally saved, not- §
withstanding their christian profession aud observauce
of church ordinances. The apostle reminds them in §
this ¢hapter how the Israclites, in consequence of the

same sing, had fearfully perished in the wilderness,

notwithstanding all Jehovah’s interpositions on their §
behalf, in delivering them from Egyptian bondage, #
and treating them as his peculiar people. And to §
make the case of the Xsraclites s more siriking resem- §

blance or type of that of the Corinthian christians,

.| Paul comrpares the passage of the former through the M
Red Sea fo the baptism of the latter; and also the [

e e P e ]
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cating of mana, together with the drinking of water
from the rock by the former, to the eating of bread
and drinking of wine in the Lord’s Supper by the
latter. This comparison might well teach the members
of the church not to expeet salvation, as a necessary
counsequence of their observance of baptism and the
encharist ; since the Israelites were, on account’of sin,
overthrown in the wilderness, even after they had been
(so to speak) baptized unto Moser, and had partaken
of the food and drink especinlly provided by J-hovah.

It is almost necedless to observe that Paul did not
mean to affirm, that the fathers had actually beca
baptized and had actually taken the cucharist, for he
obviously mentions these things allegorically or typi-
cally ; asif he had told the Carintbians, “ As you in
the act of baptism were declared to be the followers of
Chrrist, so were the Israelites in their passage through
the sea declared the followers of Moses; and as you
partook of the divinely appointed elements in the
communion, so they shared in the divine supplies of
manna and water. Therefore your profession and
privileges will o more avail than theirs did, unless
you are vigalent and holy in your conduct.”

That the apostle here speaks of things figuratively,
or by way of comparison is clear fruin the 6th verse,
where he says, ‘ these things were our examples’ (or
‘cnsamples’ as in v. 11) <. e. figures or types (Tuwos
in the original) of similar and analogous things in our
case, as the professed people of God. The same thing
is also indicated by the use of the term ¢ spiritual’ in
reference to the food and drink of the Israelites, and
the rock from which the water was made to flow.
Spiritual cannot, here, have its usual meaning as
denoting the opposite of physical or material, for the
manna and the water and the rock consisted wholly of
natural elements, though a miracle had been wrought
in regard to them. Their being in some respeets
miraculous did not make them less material in their
composition than such objects in nature usually are.
1t is obvious that spiritual here must express no! the
nature of the objects designated, but the manner in
which they are regarded, namely, as signs or resem-
blances of other objects connected with religion. Of
this sense of the term we have a striking example in
Rev. xi, 8. ¢ the great city, which spiritually (3. e. by
way of comparison or allegory) is called Sodom and
Egypt’ So, the manna in the wilderness is called
‘ spiritual meat’ i. e. food, because it presented an
analogy to the bread in the Lord’s Supper, and the
water out of the rock is called °spiritual drink’
because it presented on analogy to the wine, whilst the
rock itself also is styled ‘spiritual,’ as serving for s
type of Christ, according to the words inmediately
added, ¢ the rock was Christ.?

Having made these observations on the context, we
ghell now endeavour to ascertain what is the meaning
of the clause above proposed for elucidation. It is
generally supposed that the stream from the rock
miraculously accompanied the Israelites in all their
wanderings through the desert. Did the apostle
intend to convey that meaning? The writer’s convie-
tion is that he did ot

Though it mey scem presumptious to reject an inter-
pretation so universally received, yet there are reasons
which may possibly convince the reader, as they have
done the writer, that the general notion is o mistake,
It might be urged that rock here does not mean a
streamn ; and hence some of the most eminent inter-
preters fancied the rock ifself to have moved along
with the camp of Isracl! But even allowing for the
present ihat rock stands here for the water issuing
out of it, etill there are the following objections
against thisinterpretation :—

1. There is no mention whatcver of such a fact in
the Old Testament. Lct the reader examine the
account in Exod. xvii. 6, and he will find no trace or
hint of so marvellous an event.  Let him again read
another account of a miraculous supply of water in
Num. xx. 11, and there also he will find none. Is it
then credible that Moses would thus have passed over
in silence a circumstance, which, if true, was far more
wonderful and worthy of record than the fact which
he relates concerning the smiting of the rock? Yet it
is barcly possible that the historian omitted the cir-
cumstance, for the sake of brevity, since we cannot
fancy he recorded minutely all the wonders that
transpired. Isit then mentioned by any other penman ?
We find the opening of the rock cclebrated in Ps
Ixxviii. 15, 16, and in Ps. cv. 41 ; but in neither of
these places are we informed that the stream followed
the camp. Yet, who does not see, that were it true it
could not fail to be attested in these passages, where
the special and manifest design is to celebrate God’s
wonderful goodaess to his chosen people, and that not
in the tame and exact langmage of prose, but in the
fiorid and lofty style of poetry? If the Pentateuch
could omit all mention of the mlracle, surcly the
Psalm would bave called attention to it as a theme of
deepest interest and significauce. 2. There are, on
the contrary, intimations in the Old Tastament that
such was not the fact. The miraculous supply of
water mentioned in Exod. xvii. 6, took place at Rephi-
dim, in the wilderness of Sin ; but this certainly did
not form & wondering stream, flowing in company with
the wandering host, for we find the people suffering
again from thirst at a subsequent stage of their jour-
ney, a3 appears from Num. xx. 111, where we see
that o similar miracle was wrought also in the desert
of Zin. Surely this sccond opening of & rock would
have been superfluous, had the waters from the rock
in Horeb followed the camp. Neither did this second
supply follow it, for the people were again distressed
for water, as is clear from Num. xxi. 5, Thus the Old
Testament gives evidence against the commonly
received exposition, that the water flowing from the
rock, followed the Israclites in all their wanderings
through the wilderness.

Finding that the matter stands thuy, the writer
was led to question the correctness of that exposition
and to examine the words of the apostle which as now
rendered in the English Bible (and in every other
received version, from the Syriac downwands, so far
as I can find), most evidently favonr the common
view. A glance at the Greek sufficed to show that
Paul does not teach that the rock or the water fromit
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followed the Israclites, for it hasnot the pronoun them,
the insertion of which has unduly affected the sense,
and which ought to have becn printed in dtalics to
mark its absence in the Greek, The exact version of
the original is this—=For they drank out of a spiritual
Sollowing rock. And according to this, we are not
required to suppose that either rock or strenm moved
forward along with the Israelites ; for it is plain that
a thing may be said fo follow when it merely comes
after or succeeds in point of time, without at all im-
plying that it moves from place to place after sonte-
thing clse. Thus in Rev. xvi. 8—F and there followed
anothier angel, &c.; the word denotes succession in
time, or in the order of events; and in Mac. xvi. 20—
¢ with signs following,” we understand that the signs
in confirmation of the word were given after it had
been preached.  The critical reader may look also at
the Greek in 2 Mac. iv. 17, and 3 Esd. viii. 16, We
therefore understand by the following rock in this
place, onc that succeeded in the order of events, or
that came after in the history of the Israclites: and
by referring to that history, we at once sce that the
supply of water was subsequent to,that of manna, or in
other words, that the © spiritual rock’ followed the
¢ spiritual meat’ or food : see Exod. xvi. 15, and Exod.
, Xvil. 6.

Probably Paul was led thus to mention the rock as
following the manna, because he was, as already ex-
plained, institutinog a comparison or analogy between
these things, and the bread and cup in the Lord’s
Supper. As the cup follows the bread in in the order
of the encharist, so the rock follows the manna ia the
history of the * church in the wilderness.

Such is the view, which after careful examination
lias commended itself to the writer’s mind; but let
each one examine and judge for himself.

B. D.

 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that
body that shall be, but bare grain,”—1 Cor. xv. 37.

The verb bear, being much more frequently used
both in spoken and in written language than the
adjective dare, and the two words being precisely the
same in sound, and very similar in appearance ; there
has arisen, and most likely in consequence of these
facts, an amazingly wide spread misunderstanding of
the text just quoted. Thousands of well informed
cheistians, (not verbal critics), understand the apostle
as though he had written thus: “ that which thou
sowest, is not that body that shall be, but being sown,
it will bear grain, whither it be wheat that is sown or
any other grain!”’ And knowing, moreover, that the
grain produced, is, in form, the same as the grain
which produced it ; they conclude, that the resurection
body will be as like the present body, as the new
Kernel islike the 01d ! Thus completely reversing the
apostle’s teaching! And so cxtraordinary is the blind-
ing power of this illusion, where it has taken root in
childhood, that one ease, at least, is known, of a the-
ological student, in no way remarkable for stupidity,
who, on coming to the cretical examination of this
text, found to his astonishment that the original words

for “ bare grain,”’ were ¢ Yupkvoy xoxxov,*—NAKED

grain, he exclaimed! Yes, it is naked grain
that we sow, grain destitute of straw and chaff, and
God gives it a body a8 it hath pleased him, first the
blade, then the ear, and then the full corn in the ear.
And here for the first time, the truth broke in upon
his mind, that the xv. chapter of Cor. tenches, that the
resurcction body of the saint, in the glory of it form
and structure, may as far transend his present bedy,
a8 the beauty and attractive grace of the stalk of corn
in the full bloom of its perfection, excels the aspeet or
appearance of the naked Kernel from which it origin-
ated.

LETTER FROM THE ZORRA FARMER.

Dear Sir—You have favoured us with o specimen
of Mr. Nocl’s plea for the communion of saints, and X
confess I canuot help thinking that every heart imbued
with genuine christian candour must feel the force of
his reasoning, for his arguments are cminently evan-
gelical. They are indeed characteristic of the amiable
author.

There is an important argument arising from the
case of Mr. Noel, and others similarly situated, which
ncither he nor any other advocate of christian com-
munion, as far at luast as I am aware, has taken the
advantage of. It is true, it is of the presumptive
kind, yet, in my humble opinion, more than sufficient
to settle the question. It is simply the gross incon-
gruity involved in Mr. Noels taking such a position ag
close communion renders imperative on all its abet-
tors. I cannot avoid viewing it to be strong presnmp-
tive evidence that the systemmust be wrong somewhere
that would be the cause of the exhibition of such
manifest incongruity.

Those who themselves submitied tv the ordinance of
baptism at the commencement of theiv religious life,
may, with some show of modesty, assume the position
which our close brethren assume in reference to pado-
baptists ; but for Mr. Noel, after living so many years
himself in the neglect of what he now holds to be the
duty of every one assoon a8 he believes in Christ, to
turn round to his brethren with whom he was wont to
associate, and take sweet counsel, and say to them :—
% brethren, it is true I held for many years the same
views of baptisti that you still conscientiously hold, I
sprinkled many infants, thus doing a service which
God required not of me, while I rendered his com-
mandment of none effect by my tradition, which you
stit do. I have got new light on the subject, however,
and have in consequence, abandoned my erronecous
opinions and practice ; but as you still adhere to your
errors, and refuse to yield obedience to what is so
manifestly your duty, I cannot—I dare not allow you
to sit with me at the table of the Lord, or be a mem-
ber with me of the same church.”

This would necessarilly be the plain language of
Mr. Nocl’s close communion. And what  jmonifest
incongruity would be here! How could his former
associates possibly view this in any other light thanas
the height of arrogance ; and how could they but repel
it with sovercign contempt! Howcould they but feel
pungent regret that the mind that was wont to be
deeply imbued with christian modesty, and liberality, .




THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.,

/ 47

::' ;' ghould have become the victim of such arrogant intol-
§ lerance? But if it be the duty of any baptised chris-

% tians to refuse to commune with unbaptized christians,

W it would be the duty of Mr. Noel also, and in fact

'3 there are not wanting iustances of christian men, cir-
g% cumstanced precisely as Mr. Noel, adopting the most

stringent features of close comuwaunion, and doubtless
3@ heartily believing it to be their duty. Yet it matters

& not ; surely any candid close communionist may be

% appealed to if such as has been represented be not the

& plain language of the clcse communion of persons so

I} circumstanced, and if so, how canit be viewed other-
} wise than incongruous? Or how can it consist with
that charity which * vaunteth not itself, and doth
no behave itself unseemly 2

&% TLE LONDON PATRIOT AND ENGLISH BAP-

; TISTS.

In the Patriot of May Ist, tie following occurs:
x “ There was a time when, to a considerable extent, the
| Baptists were seperated from their fellow-christians,
? by the exclusiveness of their practice as much as by
§ the peculiarity of their creed. The creed remains un-
R changed. but the practice is fast losing its insuluting
§ force. and it is becoming a rare thing to meet with
an inte™ Lenl Baptist who does not rejoice in holding
christian communion with all whe love our Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity, though in one point ihey may
g differ with him.”

Thus it appears, that the triumph of christian com-
munion principles is all but complete among the Bap-
® tists of England. But, would this have been the case,
B had Bunyan succumbed to the almost overwhelming
f food of influences which his exclusive brethren brought
; t0 bear against him? Which caused him to exclaim,
 in obvious anguish of spirit,—* Faith and Holiness
y are my professed principles, with an endevour so far as

- | in me licth to be at peace with all men. But if nothing

will do, unless I make my cons¢icnce & continual

R butchery and slaughter-shop,—unless putting out my

own eyes, I commit me to the blind to lead me, I have
detcrmined, the Almighty being my help and shield,
yet to suiler, if frail life might continue so long, even
till the moss shall grow on my eye-brows, rather than
to violate my faith and principles ; touching my prac-
 tice as to communioa with visible saints, although not
baptized with watecr, 1 say it is my present judgment
s9 todo.” Had Bunyan, the fan of these resolves
succumbed! Had Hall proved recreant to his princi-
ples! Had they both, together with the astute Jessie,
refused to arraign the exclusivencss of their brethren,
and to plead against it with all the decp carnestiess of
conviction, would the “ London Patriot” now be able
to suy, **it is becoming a rare thing to meet with an
intelligent Baptist who does not rejoice in holding
christinn communion with all who love Our Lord Jesus
B Clrist in sincerity”? To this inguiry one answer only
g can be given, and this is what overwhelms the Baptist
christian communionists of Canada with a deep sense of
the wrong chargable upon their moventents hitherto s
that of keeping their light upon this subject under a
bushel, in the vain hope of thus winning over thier

exclusive brethren to work with them co:dlal yin &

Provincial Union, similar to that which binds together.
the Baptists of England. Such was not the course of
Jessie, Bunyan and Hall, and henes the difference in
the result. In England, free communion is o promin-
aut feature in Baptist Churches; in Cauads, it is now
rarely witnessed, though it is only 15 years since o
close Baptist editor in Montreal, could not take it
upon himself to say that the Rev. Daniel McPhail was
wrong in closing a long letter to the “ WNew York
Baptist Register” in thése word—" THE CANADA
PAPTISTS ARE MOSTLY OPEN DOMMUNIONISTS.”? Then
the influence of free communiorists was great. Their
close brethren were uneasy aud restive under it. To
conciliate them the discussion of the subject was shut
out of the magazine, and from that time the pens f
open communionist may be said to have been still, and
their lips almost sealed on the question, while their °
exclusive brethren lave been instant in season and
out of scason in occupying every inch of ground as
fast as it was coneceeded, till having pressed their
open brethren to the very verge of the Canada Baptist
platform—till having crowded them all on to the _
outermost plank—that, with one stroke, was suddenly
knocked from under their fect, and wherever they fell
to, does not appear to have at all concerned the
actors ; one thing only they seem to be sure of, that
the parties so adroitly disposed of were no longer in
Canada, let them have fallen wherever they might ;
for, on the first subsequent appearance of the Chris-
tian Observer, he that ran, might have read in its
payes the announcement, * CANADA BAPTISTS ONE!”
Thus, in the name of the Province, ignoring tl.. exist-
ance of the men whom they had so recently precipita-
ted from their platform.

The above yentle allusions to the pest are made for
the purpose of coutrasting the apparent progress of
the inter-communion question in England and in
Canada, so far as the Baptist body is concerned ; thut
in the light of the facts, every free christian commu-
pionist among them in this province, may be aroused
from his lethargy, and induced to assert and defend
his principles ¢almly and kindly, yet openly and
frankly ; putting the same in practice on all snitable
occasions, as did their English brethren, that it may
soon become as rare in this province, as it is now in
the Mother Country, “ to meet with an intelligent
Baptist who does not rejoice in helding christian com-
munion with all who love Our Lord Jesus Christ in
sineerity.”

And; that the English Baptists have been remark-
able progressive as a body even while passing through
their transition, partially, from the exclusive to the
Christion basis of communion at the Liord’s table and
in the church—the testimony is so abundant, as to ren-
der all the statements of exclusionists, to the contrary,
now circulating through the whole of this continent.
perfectly rediculous. Inproof of which, it is not neces-
sary to go further than the last number of the “ Zor-
onto Christian Observer,” in which are found the fol-
lowing very interesting statements, from the pen of the
Rev. Dr. Pyper, whose zcalous opposition to the com-
muniop principles of his English brethern iswbll

known,
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“The Baptist Manual for 1853, coutains,” says the
Dr., “its usual nmonnt of annual informntion respeeting
the Buptists of Euglud, Wales and Ireland. The re-
sults of the returns for the ycar exhibits 85 associn-
tions, embracing 1134 chunches,  Of these, 1039 report
their condition ; 831 having had 2 clear increasy of
1540 members, and 183 baving suffered o clear de-
crease of 321 mesnbers.  This diminution, it is stated,
is to found chiefly, but not wholly, smong the Welsh
chuvehes, aud is vegarded as a re-aetion from the lapge
accessions of former years. The net increase of the
whale is 15319-—an nverage of about one aud & half to
to cuch church. Twelve new chapels have been built
and dedicated, aud five have been calarged. The
“‘gable of scttlemants” shows a good deal of change
in the pastorsl ofMee. Sixty-twe uvw pastors bave
eatered upon their velations and labors within ene
year, and 19 ministers have diel. A tabular view is
furaished of the increace of British Baptists Associa-
tions s’nce 1834, when their aggregate of membership
was 41,763, aad whick now amounts to 106,458, e~
cording to this ratio of increase, the denomination
will have trebled in 208 years.”

Rloboments of Organizations.

EXGLISI PRESBYTERAN 3SYNOD.

This Syned commenced ity sittingson Monday week.
The Rev. Joseph Buras uof Whitchayen waselected Mod-
erator.  The Rev. W, Chalaers of Mavylebune, the re-
tiring Modurator, wasreguested by the Syawd to publish
the excollent sermon which be had preachied previous
to the opening of the Synod i—

UNION AMONG ORTHOBOX PRESRYTERIANS,

Mr Hamilton moved the adoptivn of an overtare cal-
ling upon the Synod to open up cominunications with
osthiodex Preshyterians, in order to ascertain if it was
ot possible, without any cumpromise of sound dustring,
to aftect a union with them.

Mr. Anderson doubted if the United Presbyterinn
Dody were in a position to meet them on equal terms.

Dr. Bamilton conteaded that this overture did not
pledze the Synod to any definite termas of union; all
that they sought in the meantime was tu upea up conr-
mwunications  The United Proshyterian budy, to which
the overture specially referred, was not only, relatively
to their own, & numerous body in Englaud, but they
were stich a body as they might very cumfortably enter
into an allinuce with; aud if this desiruble abject could
only be accomplished in an honourable manner, and
with a due regard to the ecclesiastical cliaracteristics
of either side, be considercd they would bedoing great
good to the Preshyterian cause in England. At the
same time, he most not by auy wmeans be uaderstood as
wishing the Churclies to jump st ouce intw thisalliance,
orwithout duc deliberativi as tu the points of difference
between them; for all he wished in the meantime was
to enter inte coramuuications with the other Presby-
terian hodies, so that a foundation might be Iaid fox
something snbelantive being done at a future time.

Afr, Spears, Stafford, considered that many Presby-
terian Churches were anxious for such an alliance, and
he hardly approved of the proposal to open up a cor-
respondence for the attainment of this desirable result
—a result to which 56 many cirenmstances in the pres-
ent day pointed out as likely to be realized.

Mr. Trail also heartily approved of the movemeat,
for now he wasmore convinced thanever that the time

was approaching he had earnestly -onged for, when the
various Presbyterinn Churches should form but one
hody. It was true that the one section maintained the
principle of Church establishments, and the other did
aot, but, as had been suggested, that might be left as
one of the open questiéns which they would honest\y
and manfully dizcuss with ench other.

Mr. Gillespie (elder) sait, such an allinuce was longed

for by many of the leadiug members of the United -'

Presbyterinn Chureh in both Euvglond and Scotland.

<
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Mr. T. Duncan said, be did not think the time bad

yet arvived for the alliance propoesed.

M. John Weir (London, approved of the overture,
and referred in terms of pleasing remembrauce Lo the
union ke had witnessed in 1841, between the Presby-
tering Church in Ircland, nud the Synod of Ulster,

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Do, Hamilton read the Report of the Coramitiee on
[Foreign Missions, which gave aninferesting gecount of
the procediugs connected with the Church Missions in
China and Curfy, and the lamented death of the wivey
of the missivnaries at both these places.  The revenue
during the past year smnounted tu £o00 0s. 8d., and the
expenditure to between £1300 and £1400.  Iu udditiun
to the Report, Dr. Hamilton made 2 few supplementary
observations onthe extravrdinary revolution now going
onin China, aod showed what the Chinese mind was cu-
pable of when the chains Uy which it had hitherto been
bound were broken. It was swrely an extraordinary
ihing, he said, that a time should have arvived when the
Bible in Chinn should become the text book of the as-
piranis to the imperial theone, and the morals of his
army be regulated by the precepts of ten copmnand-
pents,  There was now the prospeet of getiing a fourth
wissionary in comncclion with the Clina minsion, the
eypences of which bud been offered to be defrayed by
friends in Scoutland, many oi whom, especially .the
friends of Dr. Burss, tovk a deep interest in the mission.

After a fow rumarks by severul members, the Heport
was received and adopted.

DEPUTATION TROXM SCOTIAND.

A deputation from the Free Chureh of Scotland. con-
sisting of Dr. Smith, Glasguw, Mederator of the gener-
al Assemnbly, Ur. M'Crie. fev. Mr. Braidwood, mission-
ary from India, and the Rev. Mr. Ferguson, Bridge of
Allan (ministers), Mr. Henvy Paut avd Mr. Bethuno
{elders), were introduced by the kev. W. Chalmers,
who gavean acconat of the atfectionate manner in whiely
their deputation had beea received by the Assembly of
the Free Chuorch.

Dr. Smyth then addressed the Synod, congratulating
them upon their suceess in their various schemes of
Christian enterprise.

Dr. M'Crie tollowed Dr. Smyth iz a speach charac-
terized by mnuch of that research into ceclesustical bis-
tory for which he is so distinguished.

NEW EDPUCATION BILL FOR SCOTLAND.

In accordance with the suggestion thrown out by one
uf the members of the deputution from the Free Churei
of Scutlund, the Clerk read the dratt of a petition to
the Legislature on this subject, which bad been pre-
paised by the Committee und gueuerally approved of
the wmeasure. The petition to the House of Lords was
ordesred to be toanemitted to Lord Paumure for presen-
tation to the House of Lords, and to Mr. Dighy Sey-
mour for prescatation to the House of Commons—
London Putrist, :

CHINESE EVANGELISATION SOQCIETY.

The Fourth Annual Meeting of this Socicty was held
on Thursday evening dast, ot the Music-ball, Store-street,
which was well filled on the occasion. The Earl of Ca-

van occupied the chair
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A hyumn having been sung,

The Hey. Owad Crans offered up prayer,

The Cusarrsax snid, he thought the present meeting,
and those which were to follow it, formed a beautiful
sequel to the solesin observances of the Fast day, and
he earnestly boped that God wonld fullew them with
His chvicest blessings,  Among the many fostitutions
whose suectiags were about tu be held, the Chinese
Evangelisation Society had a peealiar claim upon the
Christiun public, Chinn occupied about a third of the
habitable globe; yet till withfa o few years little or

notbing bad heen done towsrdssprending the Guspel in,

that empive.  The present remnarkable movement going
onin Chinn gave the Socivty an interest and inportance
which it might otherwise not possess. Formerly Mis-
sivnaries ere precluded from entering the empire; but
at present the door was opened, and the Christians of

The events, he said, sow passing inChina were ealling
the atttention of all persous to that conntry. Not loug
ago, it was in~zcemible to Protestant efinrt, and many
prayers were put up that its despotic rulers would per-
wit Christinns to laud upon itsshores and endeavour to
evangelise its people. Dat they dreaded intercourse
with Buropeans, and did all they couid to exclude thewm.
Attempis were then made to estabilich Missions for the

fhenefit of Chinese emigrunts, of whom there were about
700,000 in neighbouring countries. The London Mis-
sionnry Society began the worlk, and hed Missioparies
at Singagpore, along the const of Malacea, and ot Java,
where they had access 46 the Chinese who, through po-
verty or other circumstoances, hod left their own coun.
try.
Thus, the language waslearned, s dictionary compil-
ed, and the translation of the Scripturescficeted, Menrn-
while, political events were transpiring which very

England were imperatively called upon o enter they
ficld and promulgate the Gosped of Clirist ty the millions, inuch changed the aspect of the conntry.  Englishmen,
of Chinese ?h'iu’ 1buf, fur t(llncir exeriions, ux'}‘gl»t Srummu for t)lsc iizke ({)f amasiilug grent \:onéth, bforc%d gpon the
in a state of darkness and degradation, The Suciety,people the sbomioable opium trade, by which means
way therenghly unsvetarian 3%: its character, nd m{xﬁthey poisaned, demoralised, and murdered, the people by
agescy it cuployed was the hest caleuluted to achivve, tens of thousands, After the drug had been prohibited
the results wb which it aimed  The mudical clement by law, it would in all probability not have been cul-
which the Sucicty hud recugnised sud acted upon was tivated, unless the trade had been forced upon the Chi-
in the highest degree useful, and was indecd similar to,nese by Epglishmen. He knew no trade more detesta-
that which the Lord himself adopted when be was onjble than that, except the trade which other Europeans
earth. Considering the impurtance of the Soecietic’s calling themselves Chiristinns had carried on along the
work, its iucuie, instusd of being only £2,000, onght cost of Africa, where they bought men and women,
1o be ot least £20,000, every shilling of which wounld [Hesh and muscle, aud mind, and seid ia return gunsand
in: ruguired u','l garry vut the p}ljuns which the lustitutivn ix?p!hcmcnts of wutfare t% taklc morﬁ slaves. \;Et Ot&t
asin view. The great want, however, (as was the ense;of that very trade beneficial results swere produced.
with all uf.hc{.; Sﬁ&clcﬁivs} Hay thfut of Migsionnr ugcuts:;l'hc Chincs(.?(l;uvemmct;lt cc;xl(} ;u:it dcftcgld tfx:ei‘x;l costs
tu go inte the dark corners of the carth, This waot, from simugpeling, and they lighted on the notable ex-
could only be wet by Chuistians “praying the Lord of pedient otL" {r’n%tkigé the inugcegt suffer for the guiliy;
the karsest that e would send forth lubouters uity his, they svized British merclhants, and the representative
banuut.;; ]li’}uzt furduz; remiwm{w of Cbristinu{; in t!xis,off Iblcr ?;nju.,iy, put them ia priﬁonh an@ declaived, that
respest he believed there would be an abundance of | if they gdid not take care that all the opivm was given
iabluururs fur the work ; and this fact, he hoped, \wum:up, i!xycy should be starved to death. The Engligh re-
stimulate them to be more and more earnest in their, preseatative was obllged to guarantee the delivering
appeals to the Throne of Grace for the Divine blessing ,up of the opium, and a milion and a half of money was
on their operations in foreign lands, (Applause.) paid to the opium traders in order to comply with the
Mr. Bix, the Sceraterny, then read theanuual Report. [contract.  Our Government, justly considering this
{t %m‘zln}cucc!;l with an arcki:xowlcdgemcnt sef gratitude ?x’caclé gi’ thehlaw of nations ?5 ;\ casus belli, %egxlandcd
0 (xod Tor the success of the past year. Since thelast, from China the repayment of the money; and the war
anoual meeting, it is stated 21:1;)1!, th‘zce new Missionm‘ics:\\'hich ensued in cgnécqucnce of that dc):’x;andlcd to the
had heen engaged, twe of whom Lad already left Eng- opening of five consular cities, and the cession of an
land for the scene of their intended labours, and the important island to the British Crown. The Govern-
third (Mr. Parker) would sail in o few days for Shan-,ment, however, culpably omitted to stipulate, s they

ghoe.  Inaddition to Buropean ageuts, six colporteurs,
selected by Mr. Lobseheisd, were cmployed in distributing
the Scriptures and racts; and i many places they bad
been Kindly recived. The Sociefy had also assisted the
Rev, 1. J. Roberts to proseeute his labours, He had
received an invitation from the rebel Chief to preach
the Gospel to his soldiers; but, after two attempts to
reach the camp, hie was obliged to desist. In his last
report, he stated that he had distributed 6,920 copies
of the Scriptures and religious tracts. Defore the end

;might bave done, for the protection of Missionaries in
;China—that liberty being subscquently obtained by a
Freuch Ambassador, o Roman Catholic, and an Ameri-
canrepresentative. Theresuliwas, that little churches
were tormed at Rong-Kouvg, Shanghae, Amoy, Canton,
and Macao, and it was hoped, that some of the Christi-
ans thus asembled would find their way into the inte-
3rior of the country, and carry the Gospel with them.
i (Hear) By this time Guizlaff had comvleted his irans-
iation of the Scriptures. At this very period (English-

t
!

of the year, the Society hoped to be able to print the,men apd Americans being entirely ignorant of the
entire Scriptures in Chinese (Gutziuffs version). In- matter) there arose in the province of Quang-si, the
structious to that cffict had been sent vut toCling ; and, ,most remote proviace, 2,000 miles from Pekin, a Chief
in the mean tinw, 16,000 copies of the Psalms were 1o, who stirred up the mountaineers toinsurrection against
be printed,  The funds received during the past year, theTavtar Government. Theinsurgentsgathered force;
cxlubited a remarkable increase, amounting to £1,7 ssfihey were everywhere fconoclasts, breaking down ol
9s. 7d., or upwards of £1,000 mare than the < . ¢ *ceiv- images whereever they went. The result of the insur-
ed in the previous sear,  The expenditure misuuated to rection wad pretty well known, and there secmed but
£1,727 6s. 1§d.; and the balance in hand, to £333 6s.,little deubt of Pekin falling into the hands of the new
1id, : ) Chicf. But, whatever might be the result of the com-

The Hon. and Rev. Barrist Nozrn moved :— ing struggle, which he belicved would be the decisive
. “That as the Society is cvangelical and urseciavian, one. all the Empire south of the Yellow River (larger
in its basis, and as both harmony angd unavimity have, than France, England, sad Germany) was lost to the
hitherto prevailed on the buard of management, and no, Torter dynasty for ever. Tuere was nothing, then, to
practieal difficulty hos been experienced from the com-  hinder Britisk Christians from acting at once on China.
bination of various denominations in carrying out its, The insurgents recognized the Bible as & divine book,
plans; this meeting cordially recemmends the Society  worshiped one God called themselves followers of Jesua
_ %o the confidence of the fricuds of Missious.” lChrist, and were exceedingly moral in their conduct.,
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They had already published four books of the Bible,
which were distributed in the camp and throughout the
Empire. It would, then, be a culpable disregard of the
Divine will to leave such a people and such a movement
overlooked. The present Secciety was making the ex-
periment of a Missionary enterprise, condupted by
Christians of different deuominatiqns; and it was a
most interesting experiment, especialy to those who
desired as mueh Christian union as possible. (Ilere,
here.) Such a union in China was of the highest im-
portance, for the inhabitants of the country were dis-
posed to intolerance ; and, bat for the exhibition of the
greatest degree of toleration among Clmstmus, the‘y
ight, even with their new creed, retain much of their
bigotry and exclusiveness. 1t might be said that the
experiment would possibly fail ; it was for English Chris-
tians to say that it should not fail. If they thoroughly
examined and approved the principle, and then loudly
proclaimed it, it would find its echo in the consciences
of all who loved the Saviour, and would gain as much
ground asits advocates ever predicted or desired. (Ap-
lause.

s The )Rev. Wu. ARTHUR secondad the Motion. e
dwelt on the importance of the exhibition of Christian
union among the Missionaries of difierent denominations
in forcign lands. He believed that more good would
be done by such an exhibition, than by the Missionaries
occupying entirely different districts and never inter-
fering with each others labours. Nothing, therefore,
could be more admirable than a Society constituted like
the present, sending out now an Episcopalian, now a
Baptist, and now a Methodist,—any man and every man
who would go and preach Christ to the heathen. A
Mission to China was of the highest importance. Some
remnants of heathenism were still clinging to thoso who
there professed Christianity ; and if the Church of Rome
excrted much influence on the country, she would, as
of old, confirm rather than repress whatever tendencies
to heathenismn she might find in the people. To the
Protestantism of England, therefore, the Socicty ap-
pealed for aid to carry on the glorious enterprise, and
he believed that it would not appeal in vain. (Ap-
plause.) )

The Rev. Dr. Hayinroy next addressed the mecting.
He said, that the great obstacle to evangelisation in
China, had always appeared to him to be the singularily
stagnant conditiion in which the Chinese mind had re-
mained for so many ages. The people seemed utterly
imperturbable. Some mesmerising process had appar-
rently come over them; they were like Solons asleep,
scholars in a trance, somnabulist sages, men moving in
a mystery. Recent events, however, had shown how a
lethargic people might be aroused, and a whole popula-
tion put into an attitude of readiness for receiving new
Jdoctrines, and a new religion. Many indications had
already been afforded of the great power and talent
possgssed by the Chinese; giving bright hopes that
when the long hybernation in which they had lain was
over and past, they would exhibit a moral”and intel-
lectual strength, of which few had believed them capa-
ble. As an instance of this, he mentioned that our ed-
ucational institute had been established at Hong-Kong,
and that out of the first six pupils, taken at random, of
four a distinet account could at present be given. One
of them was an interpreter at Washington for the Gov-
ernment of the United States; another was an cnter-
prising man, baving pushed his fortunc at the gold dig-
gings, and by recent exertions sccured the extension to
Chinese diggers.of rights of which they had long been
deprived ; another wag a student in Edinburgh Univer-
sity, who had obtained prizes for latin, greck, mlfl bot~
any ; and a fourth was inacollege in the United States,
and had actually obtained a prize for English compo-
sition, having beaten all the English-rpeaking competi-
tors. (Applause.) He gommended the Society to the
suffrages and the prayers of Christians, and especially
of all well-wishers to China.—ZLondon Patriot.

TH® BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
ABSTRACT OF THE ANNUAL ROPORT OF THE COMMITTEE.

“EvANGELISTIC Lasorns—If now we turn from
gains realized, to those labours from which may be an-
ticipated the further enlargement of Christ’s kingdom,
and from whence may come the foretold triumphs of
the Cross, the whole field of operations is full of en-
couragement and promise. To passby those localitics,
such as the islands which occupy the entrance of the
Gulf of Mexico, the scenes of the labourers of Messrs.
Capern and Littlewood, where the population is well-
nigh wholly leavened with the truth, and large congre-
gations are in the halit of regular attendance at the
sanetuary, we find that large and increasing auditories
are obtained in St, Domingo and Haiti. In the former,
the chapel is often crowded, and many, some through
fear, others for want of room, hang without on the
preacher’s voice, crowding around the open doors and
windows to hear the Word of Life. The effect of faith-
ful labour is seen in the maledictions of the priests of
Rome, in the denunciations wttered from Papist altars
and pulpits, in the active endeavour by the cmissaries
of antichrist to poison the mind of the authoritics, and
uansuccessfully to procure the exile of Christ’s servant.
In France too the Word of God arouses the wrath of
man., The Missionary has been exposed to the violent
attack of the chief public print and organ of the Charch
of R_ome. Still the Bible has spread ; its sale Las been
continued, and by the authority of the maire himself,
introduced into the national school of Morlaix, as the
reward of diligence. The faith and patience of the
professed disciples of the Lord, amid severe trials, have
had a beneficial effect on the public mind, and opened
the way for a more extensive diffusion of Gospel truth.
In Western Africa, the island of Fernando Po waits
for the Jaw of the Lord, while repeated messages from
the interior of the continent reach the busy and flour-
ishing station of Camaroos, entreating the overworked
Missionary to ‘come over and help them.”  In Ceylon,
at cighty villages, hesides the regular stations, the Gos-
pel is continually preached, your Missionaries travers-
ing jungles, often wearied and hungry, collecting in
homely cottages the scattered inhabitants, to instruct
them Ly preaching, by catechising, by familiar conver-
sation 1n the things of God. Still more extensive have
heen the itinerancies 8 your Missionaries in India.
During the past year a large portion of the area of Ben-
gal has been covered with their untiring zeal. In the
cast and west, and in the entire districts of that densely
peopled country, the Missionaries have retraced the
scenes of former visits, and 'proclaimed in many new
places the Word of God. Towns of tens of thousands
of inhabitants have been visited for the first time by
the heralds of the Cross, while numberless fairs and ha-
zaars l}ayo echioed with the voices of them who publish
good tidings of peace. In the north-west provinces, in
the vicinity of Agra, some fifty villages are regularly
visited by the native pacachers. Muttra has been the
scene of deeply interesting events. The Missionary
and his assistants in the beginning of the year commen-
ced a system of daily preaching in the city, traversed
every strect from top to bottom, each day advansing a
few yards till the whole city had been gone over. No
little commiotion and stir shortly arose about this way.
The Sahibs, it was said, had detirmined to conquer the
whole eity for Christ. Brahminand Pundits anxiously
came forth to defend the shrines of their gods. Over-
thrown in argument, resort was had to every species of
anoyances, to deter the servants of Christ from pursu-
ing thgu‘ course. Shopkeepers swept the dust of their
shops into their faces. The smoke of burning chillies
was made to fill the air to choke their voice. Taunts
and blaspliemies were shouted in their ears. At length,
shoes and bricks were hurled at them. Yet.mercitully
were the servants of God preserved. The adversavies

of the truth were silenced, and the day that saw the

-,
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first stone thrown, brought to t'w house of the Mission-
ary- the first enrnest inquirer. One object was gaineds
The attention of the people bas been arvoused. The
Word of the Lord bas free cvarse aud is gloryfled in
the Ephesus of Northern India. L

« INDICATIONS AND ANTIC12ATIONS.—Deeply aflecting
and stimalating are the remarks often addressed to the
Missionaries in their journeys. Near Agra ninausteps
forth trom the crowd: *I have 1'ca}l,'.lw says ‘the New
Testament, and it is true Jesus Christ is the Sonot God.'
In Ruyjshaye, & Bairagi listens, decply atteutive, with
many more. to the Missionary discoursing on the love
of Christ.  Hu is asked if he has anything to say in ve-
ply: * Nuthing,” he says; ‘thereis no reply to this; this
is substautial trath.' Auxious hearers crowd upon the
Missionary's steps. The Word of Gud is placed in
their hands; ¢ What,” say they. ‘are we to do with these
books? You come and speak to usa few words and
theu go away, and we never more hear thgse s&:ords.‘
Deuply grieved, the Missionury retires. Heinquires of
us, Are no more labourers furthcoming to reap the
waitened fields?  In thedistrict of Tipperah your Mis-
sionary visits a valley, the people of which are glad to
Lear of Christ. They say, *Your religiva is good.
While there will be an end of our religion, yours will
have no end, but will fluurish and thrive more and more.”
In Mymensing, amid saiaams and thadks, the hearers
say, - We never heurdsuch good aud pure words ; weare
very glad you arecome.”  Others say, ‘ We never heard
of tms religion but the words tahe hold of vur hearts,
wad we will not forget themn.”  On the way to the Baij-
nath mula the native preachers are welcomed in o cer-
tain villnge, all the wen aud women cuming out tv
Listen.  The people are heard to say at the cluse of the
addvess, *All the Hindo gods aml gudesses ace false;
tuere is but one teue Godj 1ot us understand who the
Lord Jesus Christ is, that we may not forget han” In
pot o few instances the heaver ropeats the mesage, sud
bids hiz compauivus “come.” Iu vue place, suys Mr.
Morgan, on o recent tour, *I listened to au elderly man
speahing tua groupethat gathered about him. He was
explainung the oljuct of the distribution of the bouks,
uad saying that the gods would ~oun be abuadoned, and
all men would worship one Gud.  “You go™ said he,
* a long di~tance to buthe in the Ganges, but it is all
fuvain.™  In two places Mr. Smith hears that the peo-
a2 of themselves have regular Christian worship, that
one man frequently engages in prayer, and reads the
Word of Gud to them, in seeret, for fear of the pua-
chayet, the villinge council. At Dignecr, in the vicin-
ity of Agra, an aged Zemindar hears the Word, and i
comyvinced,  With the awsistance of the Missionary, o
chapel and sehoul-room are built, regular services held,
and some filey persons profess their renunciation of
idolatry. At anvther place, a Pundit gues abvut read-
ing religious tracts and preaching against idolitary.
Prophiecies which may probably vriginate in the con-
scivusnessof the people themselves of theinherent wenk-
nesy of thefr system, or in that dimlight which wanders
in desert regivns discerned preceeding the dawn, bLut
spreading from one knows nut what quarter of thesky,
are muttered among the people, or vpenly addressed to
theMissionary. A Brabmin, for instance, will say, ¢ The
Aali yug is rvon at aneud,and then we shall all become
Christians,” Another will reply to the urgent appeal
at vace to give up idvlitary for the Gosped, * There is
still sume delay till this yug (time) has cuded. You
m.st have a little more patience, and then yourpreach-
inyg and giving of buoks will have an effect upon us.’
Berure crowds of peoplevthers will say :— Your religion
will finally triumph ; ur Shastres predict this ; but there
is still some delay.” * Never, says vne of the Mis<onaries,
reporting these incidents, was the Gospel listeded to
ith more attention. ¢It is impossible,’ says Mr. Mor

organ, of Howrah, with reference to a recent tour in
the Hoogbley and Midnapore districts, ‘to deseribe fh

.
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in large towns, I have been treated with kindness.
The most respectable Pundits bave visited me in my
humble lodgings. Numerous questions asked, aud in-
teresting conversation caried on till ten o'clodk at night.
The people are convinced that idolatry cannot stand
much longer.  Templesare falling into ruins, and Brah-
mins are stnking intu poverty., Indigeniousschovlsare
springing up in all divcctions, I have fouud the Serip-
tures distributed by me last year daily read in the
schools, Women have thrown aside their fear, and
implored bovks for men, children, and grand chidren.
Ihave preached on the platfurm of temples, and Jugger-
nath's car has been my place fur the distribution ot the
Scriptures.”

“Tue Fenos.—It aow only remains for the Cemmittee
to ndvert to the present finincial pusition of the Society.
It will he rembered, that at the last Anuual Meeting
*An Old Friend" of the Suciety authorised one of the
S:crataries to atate, thut he would give a donation of
the balance, 1,813 0s, 5d., then due to the Treasurers.
By this truly generous gift, the Society was freed from
debt, and an encuraberence which bad weighed very
heavily upon it furnine years, and necessarily prevented
auny enlargeinent of its uperations, washappily removed.
Surely this was a tukea fur good, and o great encourage-
ment tu proceed with their proposed scheme of the en~
largement and consulidution of the Mission in India.
Your Cummittee very naturally watched the progress
of the finnncial returns month by mouth, the more that
it was feared the increased cost of all the articles of
sttbsistunce would materially atlect the ability of alarge
number of theiy friends to give their usual donations, to
say nothing of the increase necessary to carry out their
planz.  To their great surprise and pleasure, month by
month duaring the year, there was a steady increase, ex-
cept in Junuwry; but in February an iucrease again
veeurred, and what was deficient in the previousmonth
was more than supplied. It is well known that most
religions sucictivs receive a very large portion of their
incomv in the last month of the financial year. Itwas
apprehendad by the officers, that the receipts in March
uf the present year, would hardly come up to those of
March in the preceding year. But, contrary to expec-
tation, cach day Lrought a large supply ; and the Com-
mitee have now to report, with deep thankfulness to
Him who hath opened the heais of hix people, that the
tutal receipts for the year amount to 24,7597, 12s, 9d..
being 6,3307, 162, 4d. in advauce of the year 1853. The
receipts for general purposes amount to 20,8761, 38, 74.;
an increase of 5,761/ 195, 10d. The balance in favour
of the Socicty, and in the hands of the Treasurer, is
1,2084, 7s. 6d. It is now to be shown how much of this
exeess of incume for general purposes over the income
of 1833 mry be regarded as an iucrease which may be
reckoned upon as Iikely to continue. The donation to
liquidate the debt, 1,817, 0s 3d., and donationsspecially
for India, 2,551/, 12s. 94., anmountinyg together to 4,364/,
13s. 2d., being deducted there is left a clear, substantial
incrense in the geneval collections and contributions of
1,400/ 6s. 8. If it be inguired from what sources this
increase has arisen, it may trucly be replied, that the
infurmation which bas been given respecting India, and
the reasons and grounds for the proposal to extend the
Mission in that important field, have awakened very
general attention. The churches have been appealed
to by their pastors. Suggestions for united and furvent
praycrhavebeenkindly received aud acted upon, and or-
ganizations revived and streagthened. In some places
where they did not exist ausiliaries have been formed,
and efforts made, and with an encguraging amoyat of
success, to include in the varivus organizations churches
whick had hitherto held aloof, or ouly assisted the funds
at uncertain intervals,

“Concrrsion.—Whether, then your Committee look
on the results of past years of labour, on the manifest
tokens of God’s blessiugs which have been giveu to His

a brief report the exciting scenes that Ihave witaessed

servants, or to the preseat aspect and position of the
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great enterprise in which the church of Christ is en-
gaged both at home nnd abroad, there is obviously the
greatest encouragement patiently to continue, and not
to faint—nay, every success, every demonstrated want
cries loudly to the disciples of the Son of Man to hasten
forward, to work and pray unceasingly, for the night
comethinwhichno mancanwork. Onconlydiscourage-
ment presses upon them. The cry for labourers las
gone through the land. But few have responded to the
call. Is it that the church of Christ has yet to learn
her dependance on the Divine hand? Isit that the con-
secration-of the Lord’s servants to isservice iscalen-
lating and cold, shirinking from the needful sacvitice?
The Committee ask the solemu and prayerful attention
of the Society to this featureof their work. Most em-
phatically must they repeat the words of the Captain
and Leader of our salvation—* Lift up your eyes and
look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest,
The barvest truly is plenteous. but the labourers are
few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that
He will scod forth lakourers into His harvest.”

THE GRAND DIVISION OF THE SONS OF TEM-
PERANCE

Which met on the 24th of last month, in the town of
Picton,grant»d a sccond £100 to be spent in promoting
the atiainment of a Cavadian Maine Inw.  The body
also granted a premium of £25 to be awarded to the
writer of the best Maine Law tract of not more than
eight pages. Competitors to forward their manuscripts
to the awarding commiittee, by the first of August
next. The Treasurer’s report shuws a balance in s
hands of £4C” 16s 2d. The next session of the Body
will be held in Bytown, commencing on the 27th of
next October.

3.500,000 members ar¢ now found in the Evangeli-
cal Church of the American Union, giving for the past
S0 years av eight fold increase, while the augmenta-
tion of the pepulation has only been four fold.

Transactions of Public Weetings,

TXNION.

At a meeting of Mcembers of the Free and United
Preshyterian Churches, held this day, at Mr. William
Matthewson's—after cngaging in devotivnal exercises,
Mr. William Dow was unanimously called to the chair,
and Mr. John Ratcliff having been requested to act asy
Secretary—the following Resolutions were submitted,
and unanimously adopted :—

1st. Moved by Johan Raicliff, scconded by William
Heron, and

Resolved—That o Union between the TUnited and)
Free Presbyterian Churcles is not cnly higlly desir-y
able, but a duty, which these Churches vwe to tiey
cause of Cbrist, and the mural and the rldigious inter
ests of this country.

2nd. Moved by Robert Gardiner, scconded by Wil-
liam Agur, and .

Resolved—That we firmly Lelieve it to be the duty
of the minister and members of these denominativas to
consider, and we herehy call on them prayfully to con-
sider how much truth they hold in common ; buw many |
of their differences are miscouccptions, and de nut,
juvolve priuciples, and whether such differences can
warrantably constitute terms of communion.

3rd. Moved by John Huepburn, seconded by William
Matfhewson, and ~ .

Resoloed—That, to comply with the requirements
of Christ, in regard to the unity of his pcople, and the
gencral spirit of apostolic injunction, and with a view
to mect the necessities of the thinly scattered Presby-
terian population, where are often now two churches,
where there is only support for one, and to avoid that

#pirit of rivalry which is sure to be engendered there-
Ly ; and alvo that we muy present a more united front
tu the mass of ungodliness, infidelity, and popery, that
surrounds us, we pledge oursclves to do our outmost
to promute the above contemplated union, in the hope
that more infinential parties will take up the matter,
and push it to a happy consummation.

4th. Moved by James Burns, seconded by Thomas
Thornton, and

Resvlved—That the albove Resolutions he sent for
publication, to the Ecclesiastical aud Missionary
Record, the Canadian Presbyterian, and Canadian
United Presbyterian JMagazines, in order that the
subject may be bronght hefore the people of the United
and Free Presbyterinn Chirches, with the hope that
other branches of the Church of Christ may be stimu-
lated to join with us in this effort for union.

The following Committee (being equally taken from
both clhiurclies,) were then appointed to carry out the
spirit of the foregoing Resolutions, viz :—William
Heron, William Matthewson, Rohert Gardiner, James
Burns, Alexander Dalzicl, Robert Rateliff, John Heron,
John Ratceliff, John Hepburn, and Hugh Fraser.
William Heron, Convener ; John Rateliff, Correspond-
ing Scerctary.

The chairman then concluded the mecting by com-
mitting in prayer the cause to Iimn who ruleth among
the nations, and turncth the hearts of the children of
men.

Thus appropriately terminated the most brotherly
meeting, which, considering the opportunity for intim-
ation, was numerously attended. Throughout the
entire enterview, not a jarring word was heard, but
one feeling scemed to animate those present, as if
there were but one heart in the whole assembly, and
that heart warmed with love for the Redeemer's cause,
and zeal for the honor of his name. As cach Resolu-
tion was put frum the chair, every individual present
testified his approbativn, and love and harmony
characterised the whole proceedings. We trust that
many others in different parts of the country will meet
and compare their views, and that glory to God inthe
highlcst, and peace and good will to men will be the
result.

WiLtiax Dow, Chairman.
Junx RATCLIFF, Secretary.
Warrar, 15th April, 1854,
—Presbylerian Magazine.

MISSIUNARY CONVENTION IN NEW YORK,

The missionary meeting, designed for conference
with the Rev. Dr. Duff, fur which arrangements were
made gome time since. convened in the Lecture Room
of Rev. Dr. Jas W. Alexander’s church, New York, on
the 4th inst.  Somne two or three bundred of the pro-
minent friends of Missivns were present, including
officers of the voluntary and various denvmimational
organizations—seven evangelical denominations being
represented. It will be understood, that there was no
design to break down denominaticnal distinction, nor
to cncourage the idea that all can be fused into one or
more general organizations. The effect of this con-
ference is precisely the reverse of this; it shows that
kowever much the various braochies of the church may
insist upon carrying oun their operations distinctly,
they are yet aiming at the same great end, and can
still confer with cach other as to the most efficient
methods of accomplishing it; «.v other words, that
distinctive organizations do net argue uncharitable-
nesy, or hostility and conflict. The followinz is a
condensed report of the proceedings :—

* At 10 o'clock the meeting was organized by the
Hon. Luther Brodish, as the presiding officer, and the
Rev. Mr. Patterson of Philadelphia, and John Paton
of New York as secretaries,
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" Among the foreign missionaries were the Rev. Wil-
1am Dean, D. D., Baptist missionary to China; the
ev. J. G. Oncken, D. D., Baptist missionary 1a Ger-
Inany ; the Rev. John Newton, Presbyterian missionary
to Northern India; Mr. C. A. Minor, of the Palestine
Bricultural mission ; Rev. Geo. Pierson, American
oard’s missionary for Micronesia; the Rev. A. H.
eely, Preshyterian, Northern India ; the Rev. Oliver
rane of Turkey ; the Rev. E. M. Dodd, Greece ; the
‘ev. Narcissus Cyr, Baptist Grand Ligne mission ; the
¢v. William Ramsay, Preshyterian, India.
After a brief address from Mr. Bradish, the Rev.
T Alexander gave out the hymn, commencing,
Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly dove,” &c., and offered
Prayer, The Rev. Dr. Murray of Elizabethtown,
;“Oved the appointment of a committee, to be called
dlfe “business committee,” to which all subjects for
i3cussion «hould be committed ; this was ordered, and
¢ committee was constituted of the following named
rsons : The Rev. Dr. Murray, Presbyterian; the
€v. Dr. Tyng, Protestant Episcopal ; the Rev. Dr.
R“ﬂgS, Methodist Episcopal ; the Rev. Dr. DeWitt,
‘eformed Dutch ; the Rev. Dr. Oncken, Baptist Mis-
Slonary from Germany; the Rev. J. S. Wood, Secre-
ﬁ“’y of American Board of Foreign Missions; the
ev. J. L. Wilson, Secretary Presbyterian Board of
Oreign Missions ; the Rev. Robert Patterson, Reform-
b Presbyterian; Geo. B. Stuart, Esq., Reformed
Tesbyterian.
th his committee subsequently brought in a report in
‘¢ shape of questions. The first was, ‘ To what
Xtent are we authorized by the word of God to expect
€ converson of the world to Christ? This brought
;’“t a full and free discussion of the question, which
“Sulted in the unanimous adoption of the following
esplutions :—

asReaolved—-That withont entering into any definition

8 to the technical meaning of such a term as conver-

th‘)n,.und without entering into any statement as to
h N hm_e or succession of antecedent events, the conven-

b Tejoice in unanimously testifying their simple,
“artfelt, undoubting faith in the emphatic declaration

H; od's inspired word, that “ men shall be blessed in

m” (Jesus Christ;) * all nations shall call him
w.es%d,” yea, that “ the whole earth shall be filled
1th Hig glory.”

Qi V& Other questions followed, all of which were
ocussed in the same spirit of Christian kindness and
u'lcqrd ; and resolutions in answer were cach adopted

Animously,
Inez Whatare the divinely appointed and most efficient

803 of extending the gospel to all men?
thatewh’edTAS the general sense of the Convention,
eve. the chief means of divine appointment for the
tea“ng_ellzatxon of the world, are :—The faithful
by ?ihlllg and preaching of the pure gospel of salvation,
ta- July qualitied ministcrs and other holy and consis-
wi disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, accompnnied

Ho) Prayer, and savingly applied by the grace of the

tiony Spirit—such means in the providential applica-

inst of them by human agency, embracing not merely
Tuction by the living voice, but the translation
Judicious circulation of the whole written word of
tran,tBe Dreparation and circalation of evangelical
tios tﬁ}itaud books—as well as any other instrumentali-
horg ted to bring the saving truths of God's word
exx:ee~ to men’s souls—with any processes which
Tience may have sanctioned as the most efficient
of hzlllll}giup everylwhere native ministersand teachers
el
Is it best to concentrate labourers in the foreign

» OF t0 scatter them?

€solved —That while this convention fully accord

knowle propriety and desireableness of diffusing a

admit edge of . the gospel, as far as circumstances

» O providences of God may inlicate, by means

ﬁel(i

of a duly qualified and unrestrained itineraney, they
may yet fully accord in the propriety and desirable-
ness of seizing on strong and commanding stations,
more especially in countries where hereditary concen-
trated systems or error have long prevailed, and there
concentrating a powerful agency, fitted by harmonions
co-operation to carry on the different departments of
the missionary enterprise insuch a way as to constitute
them, by God's blessing, cmanate sources of evangeliz-
ing influence to the surrounding multitude, as well as
the most efficient means of perpetuating the gospel in
purity to the suceeeding generations.

4. In view of the great extent of the heathen world,
and the degree to which it is opened. is it expedient
for different missionary boards to plant stations on the
same ground ?

Resolved—That considering the extent of the yet
unevangelized world of heathenism, and the limited
means of evangelization at the disposal of any of the
existing evangelical churches or societies, it would be
very desirable that, with the exception of great cen-
tres, such as the capitals of powerful kingdoms, an
efficient pre-occupation of any particular portion of
the heathen field, by any.evangelical church or rociety,
should be respected by others, and left in their undis-
turhed possession—at the same time acknowledging,
with thankfulness to God, that heretofore there has
been practically so little interference with each other’s
ficlds of labour.

5. How may the number of gualified Iaborers for
the evangelization of the world be multiplied and best
prepared.

Resnlved—That in the absence of sufficient data to
give a full deliverance on the subject, this Convention
cherishes a deep conviction that, in order to the
multiplication of suitable agents for the heathen mis-
sion field, ministers of the gospel must strive more
vividly to realize in their own #ouls the paramount
grandeur of the missionary enterprise in its relation to
the glory of God, as manifested in the design and con-
summation of the whole redemptive economy, and as
the divinely commanded instrumentality for the
regeneration of the lost and perishing in every land ;
and then strive habitually, through prayer to the
Lord of the havest, who alone can truly raise up and
send forth labourers, as also through their public and
private ministrations, to stamp similar vivid impres-
sions on the minds of church members, and especially
Christian parents, Sabbath-school and other Christian
teachers, who may have it in their power to train up
the young in simple dependence on God’s blessing, to
renlize the magnitude and glory of the work of the
world’s evangelization, and lead them to consider per-
sonal dedication to the work as the highest of duties
and noblest of privileges. Moreover, that for the due
preparation of candidates for the foreign field, it were
i very desirable that provision were made in our theo-
logical seminaries generagty, for bringing the nature,
history, and obligations of the missionary enterprise
before the minds of the students, or what may be
briefly designated a course of evangelictic theology.

6. Is it expedient to hold meetings such as this
anoually ?

Resolved—That a Convention similar to this will
mect next year; that a committee, consisting of
gentlemen of New York representing the various
evangenlical churches, be appointed to make the
necessary arrangements, and that the chairman appoint
that committee.

On motion of Rev. Dr. McLeod, seconded
Dr. Willis, it was unanimously.

Resolved—That the thanks of this Convention be
returned to the Foreign Missionaries present. for the
ample and satisfactory information communicated by
them, and for the blessed influence they have exerted
during all itsdeliberations,

by Rev.
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On motion of Rev. Dr. Steele, scconded by Rev. Dr.
Bangs, it was unanimously

Resolved—That this Convention express gratitude
to Almighty God for the harmony and brotherly love
which have prevailed during all our scssion, and for
the unanimity which has characterized our decisions,
and we view it as an indication of the approach of
that glorious period, when we shall all see eye to eye.
and most uareservedly dedicate ourselves to the
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom.

We have placed the resolutions together with out
regard to the day on which they severally came up
for discussion. On Friday, just before the adjourn-
ment, Mr. Stuart of Philadelphia, moved that the Ion.
Luther Bradish vacate the chair, and that it be tem-
porarily filled by John A, Brown, Esq., of Philadelphia.
This having been adopted, Mr. Brown assumed the
dutics of the chair, and Mr. Stuart offered a vote of
thanks to Mr. Bradish for the very able and dignified
manuer in which the dutics of the presiding officer had
been performed, which unanimously adopted. Mr.
Bradish made a suitable acknowledgment, and the
meeting was then closed with prayer by the Rev. Dr.
Dean, a Baptist missionary.”—Presbyterian.

YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS.
THE NATIONAL CONVENTION.

In our last we noticed the intention of the
Young Men’s Christian Associations of America to
hold a National Convention in the city of Buffalo. It
is now an accomplished fact—the representatives of
the North and South, of California and Canada, have
grasped the hand of Christian fellowship, and bave
demonstrated that the spirit of Christ pervades these
institutions in an eminent degree. Those who were
privileged to witnes®the demonstration will probably
acver forget the impression produced by this display
of the piety, and we may say also the talent of the
young men of our adopted land. The various resolu-
tions adopted breathe a spirit of earnest devotion to
the cause of the Divine Redeemer, and deal boldly
with all the prevailing errors of the day, save one,
and that though affecting the spiritual freedom of mil-
lions in a boasted land of liberty, was avoided with a
species of terror. Mr. Holland, the representative of
the Toronto Association was commissioned to intro-
duce the following resolution, as an exemplification of
the fecling entertained by a British Association.

“That the associations represented in this Conven-
tion recognize the Christian sentiment, that in Christ
Jesus there is néither bond nor free, and therefore cor-
dially invite all Christian young men, of whatever
state or condition of life, to an equal participation in
the advantages these associations are calculated to con-
fer.”

This resolution was presented, but every one seemed
afraid to discunss it. It was quietly referred to the
Business Committee, and though nothing could be
more scriptural in sentiment, more mild in tone, or
more moderate in demand, it was never heard of
again.

On examination the resolution will be found to con-
tain no attack on the peculiar domestic institution of
the South ; on the contrary, it implies a temporal ine-
quality ; it asserts only one of the most beautiful and
fundamental doctrines laid down by the great apostle,
that there is a spiritual equality amongst all evangeli-
cal Christians. This principle is fundamental in

Young Men’s Christian Associations; they are pro-
fessedly and emphatically a union of Christians, of
whatever degree or condition in life, and it was pro-
per for a Brifish association to know whether the Ame-
rican associations were prepared to admit Christian
Indians and Christian negroes, Christian bondmen and
Christian freemen, to sit with Christian white men at
their public lectures, or to use the means of instruc-
tion these institutions provide. The resolution was
rejected.

Mr. Kempshall of Rochester, submitted a resolution
on the growing want of candidates for the gospel min-
istry.

Mr. Marshall of Cincinnati, moved a resolution on
the spiritual destitution of cities, and referred to the
adaptation of these associations to meet the evil.

Mr. Cobb of Buffalo, moved a resolution, declaring

the Bible to be the vital and only imperishable basis
of civilization, literature and science.

The Convention agreed to recommend to the respect-
ive associations the establishment of missson Sabbath
schools and adult classes ; and also, that the second
Sabbath morning, between the hours of 6 and 9 o’clock
of each month, should be set apart by each associa-
tion as a time for special and united prayer.

The following resolutions were adopted as the basis
of a national confederation of the associations:

“ Resolved. That this Convention recommend to the
Young Men’s Christian Associations of the United
States and British Provinces, the formation of a volun-
tary confederation for their mutual encouragement,
co-operation and usefulness, and that they recommend
when twenty-two Associations shall concur in the
plan hercinafter suggested, the said confederation
shall go into operation.”

¢ Resolved, That a Convention of the Young Men’s
Christian Associations of the United States and Bri-
tish Provinces, be held annually at such time and
place as may be determined.”

“ Resolved, That while it would oftentimes be judi-
cious to discuss in Convention, principles of organiza-
tion, this body shall have no authority or control over
the local affairs of any Association.”

& Resolved, That aCentral Committee be appointed,
to consist of eleven members, tive of whom shall be
residents of the city where the Committee shall, for
the time being, be located, and shall be members of
different religious denominations—the remaining six to
he selected from the Association generally, not more
than one member from any one association.”

¢ Resolved, That the Central Committee shall main-
tain correspondence with American and foreign kin-
dred bodies, promote the formation of new Associa-
tions, collect and diffuse appropriate information, and
from time to time recommend fo the local Associa-
cions such measures as may seem calculated to pro-
mote the general object ; but it shall not have authority
to commit any local Associations to any proposed plan
of action, until approved by such Association, nor to
assess any pecuniary rate upon them without their
consent.” '

“ Resolved, That the Central Committee be appointed
by this Convention, and contioue in office until their
successors shall be appointed by a subsequent Conven-
tion.” ’

“ Resolved, That the Central Committee shall as-
certain the wishes of the several Associations, in re-
gard to the time and place of holding an annual Con-
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' <n this, he and upwerds of fifty of his congregation,

3 ty by corolling their names.

@E of the British Empire, completed the 35th year of her I
% age, and on the 20th day of the present moath she en-
2 ters upon the 18th year of her reign—a reign in which,
4 from its commencement, her bearing in all the rela-
# tions of lifc has been so characterised by wisdom and
g discretion, as to have secured to Her Majesty the con-
3 staot and still increasing affection of all classes of the
X people, which leads all the millions of the realm to
%8 Jjoin in the emulation of doing her honor; as was abua-
28 dantly demonstrated on the last memorable 24th, In
g wilnessing, with approbation, all the demonstrations

f it was judged to be neither unwise nor out of place to
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vention, and shall issue the call as nearly as possible,
in accordance therewith.”?

The President then announced the following gentle-
men as the Central Committee :

Washington, D. C~—Rev. Byron Sundcrland, Presby-
terian ; Mr. Richards, Baptist; Rev. J. G. Butler.
Lutheran ; T. J. Magruder, Methodist ; W, Chauncy
Langdon, Episcopalian.

St. Louis, Mo.—I. Hitchcock.

New-York City.—C. A. Davidson.

Boston, Mass.—Rev. W. T. Smithett.

Cincinnati, Ohio.—W. H. Neff.

New Orleans, La—George W. Holme.

Toronto, C. W.—C. R. Brooke.

The Convention held public meetings in the various
churches of Buffulo during the sessivn, at which each
representative gave an account of the operations of
his association. And at the close of the session the
delegates were invited by the Young Men's Associa-
tion of Buffalo to visit Niagara Falls at their ex-
pence, which was cordidlly accepted ; and thus closed
in a most agreceable manner, the first great National
Convention of the Young Men's Christian Association
of North America.

Our limits forbid a more detailed account of the
proceedings, but the above summary will be found {o
embrace all that i3 calculated to intercst the general
reader. C.

CONGREGATIONAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY.

On Monday evening the 12th, a soirée was held ac-
cording to announcement, in the Reformed Preshyteri-
an Church, James Street, for the benefit of the Sab-
bath School.

Very appropriate addresses were delivered on tem-
{icrance and other subjects, by the Rev. D. Scott, of

Yochester, Rev. Samuel Bowden, of York, N. Y., aud
Mr. William Milroy, student of philosophy.

Mr. Johnson, the pastor of the congregation, was
called to the chair, and after Lriefly addressing the
meeting, submitted several resolutions for the orzan-
ization and management of a Congregational Absti-
nence Society, which were passed unanimously. Up-

gave in their adherence to the principles of the Socie-

Polifical and General Hiscellany,

“HONOUR TO WHOM BONOQUR.Y

On the 24th of May last, Victoria, the worthy Queen

of the day, =0 far as they were true and appropriate,

ask several parties in the midst of their enthusiasin, if
such zeal be necessary in doing just honor to the
Queen of England, what must be the chavacter of the
zeal demanded at the hands of every human being in,
doing honor, as it should be done, to the Everlasting
and Supreme Ruler of the universe? Surely the pro-
ceedings of the 24th were cminently suggestive of this
inquiry; especially in view of the fact, that it is now
2390 years since our Creator propounded the question
to the inhabitantsof the earth—*If I be a father where
is mine honour 7 The King of Heaven having con-
sidered the inquiry appropriate, it cannot be wrong to
press it upon the attention of men under ¢ircumstances
s0 well calculated to give it force. Let all interested
ponder it well, that henceforth they fail not in ren-
dering to God the things that are God's.

Dn. Dvrr, it is reported, had presented to him dur-
ing his visit to America, the sum of $20,000, in behalf
of the schemes of his mission in Indic. That sum,
however, large as it is, constitutes but a feeble repre-
sentation of the good his visit has conferred upon the
churches of this Continent.

Tue NeBRASKA ADVocaTes thought their work done
when they bad secured a Congressional majority of 13
in fuvor of their inhuman extension of the legalized
privileges of slavery. No doubt they trusted to the
well known cupidity of the wicked, to spread the in-
fluence of the South over immense tracts of new terri-
tory, under theauspices of the revolting Nebraska bill.
They may live, however, to sce their ignoble scheme
recoil upod the citadel of lavery itself, with a power
and impetuosity that will sweep the blackening, po-
luting scourge, with all its infamous appendages, for
ever from America. Theindicationsare clear, that the
free States will not much longer endure the reproach
of the system, much less allow their goil to continue
to be desecrated, and all their human sympathies tramp-
led down and ruthlessly mocked Ly such scenes as
Boston lately witnessed. The free States are becom-
ing carnest in their protestations—thousands already
say, if nothing clse will do, let us cut loose from the
South that she may be made to bear the whole weight
of her iniquitions conunection with slavery, till she
sinks uuder its curse or for ever cleanses her soil from
its dark and deep abominations

Tne NorwaLk RaiLrosp DIsasTER of May 7th,
1853, in which fifty-four persons were killed, and
about the same number badly injured, has cost the
New York and New Haven Railway Company, in mo-
ney paid for damages, in consideration of injuries in-
flicted vn surviving parties, the round sum of $300,-
000. So far, this is just, and will doubtless operate
as a check upon the criminal carclessness o often
evinced by partics, on whose conduct depend the well-
being and life of thousands.

Quicaco, o city of about 50,000 souls, has, for its
oldest inhabitant, & young lad of fwenty-tiwo.
RaiLway Caxs commenced running from Cobourg
to Rice Lake, on the 224 of last month. The passco-
ger cars manufactured for this road, at the town of
Ningara, are pronounced by the Mail to be, in build
and finieh, equal tv the best that ever run on any rail-

way.
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AN OceaN Terecrarit Cosxpeaxy has at last becn'n}cnt of Christianity, and the converts and the great
duly organized and chart.ted, to seenre instantancous lights were generally scut abroad tu cvangelize the

A o by Abenttn Turd e . world. The thing is now reversed. We Keep the
communication across the Atlantic, between the old Pauls the Barnabasses with us, aud, as it were, we
and the new world.

send the leavings—those we don’t care about—to the
heathen.  The work of evangelizing the heathen is
about the most difticult work to engage in, and instead
of sending striplings, we want some of' the mighty men
and sages; we don't want them all, we only want &
fuir proportion of them. Is it heneath the dignity of
the most talanted to follow the steps of their Lord and
Master? If any should think so, they are unworthy
of entering a heathen field of labour.

* In regard of giving support to the cause, hie looked

In connection with the Missionwry Convention of,with dixdain upun those who buasted of enrrying forty
various cvangelical densminations in New York, a thowand dollars on their backs when going to plices
public meeting was hedd in the Tabernacle on Friday “of amuseinent, then come tu church and gave a dollar
evening, the 5th inst., which was attended Ly a large to support Christianity, aud grudged the half of it.
concourze of persons, many. who canue «ven befure the (Langhter) Itis to perpetunte fashions which des-
exercises commnenced, not being able to find seats. The troy the better feelings of the heart with the malignity

Tug Saxpwick IsLaxws, according to the census
just completed, contain o population of 71,019,

Prizets Evwanrn's Istasn has adupted the Maine
Law. The vote in the Legislature was 15 to 7.

MISSIONARY MEBTING IN NEW YORK.

Hon. Luther Bardish, the president of Convention, on
taking the chair, made ~ome appropriate remarks
explanatory of the ohject of the Convention and of
ihis meeting, and dQeclaring that * he could not but
view the simple fact of this Convention, the high
Christian principle in which it had originated, and the
catholic and evangelical spirit which originated, and
prevaded all its proceedings, as among the most
remarkable and the most decply interesting signs of
the times, and of moxt aunspicions aungury for the
future.”?
Icy Mountains,”? having been given out by the Rev.
Dr. .Anderson, one of the Sceretaries of the American
Board of Foreign Missions. was sung by the congrega-
tion. The Rev. Dr. For<yth read a portion of the
Seripture, and the Rev. Dr. Pomeroey led in prayer.

The Rev. Dr. Nicholas Murray then gasve a detailed
account of the oryzin of the Cuniention, and read tuy

audience the reeolutivns which had been adupted,
which will be found in anvthe column.

The Rev. Dr. Duff, having stated that the position
assigned him was neither of his own secking nor at his
sugrestion, and that the meetings of that and the
preceding day, had excecded his most sanguine expee-
tations, proceeded to deliver an address which was
listened to with great interest. We have room only
for his concluding remarks. Speaking of the relative
claims of the home and foreign ficlds, Dr. Duff said :

“If the number of mini-tors were propurly distri-

The missionary hymn, * From Greenland’s}

of a moral pestilence.

“ Allow me, in conclnsion, to say the apostolic word
farewell. I sy it in the scriptural apostolic sense,
farewell. O, there is an immense amounnt of meaning
in the word! May you fare well ; may it fixe well
with yeu in time ; may it fare well with you through
ull eternity. Friends and brethren, he who is now ad-
dreseing you, came to your country for the purpose of
examining it, and judging for himsclf. lle had neo
prejudices, hostile feelings, or antipathiex. It was his
prayer to look upon humanity in the light of Scrip-
ture. He rejoiced that the more he bad come in con-
tact with the real living Christions of this country, the
more had his heart been drawn to them. lle longed
for o union between this country and Great Britain.
Not 2 union on parchment ; or a political union, but a
real moral and intcllectual univn between the two
countries. They were, it mast be cunfessed, the two
most highly favored countries on the face of the glube.
The Atlantic cannot separate them—it is only like a
river, or rather there is no river at all between them.
There was a day when there was altercation between
the two countries ; but, brethren, the men on both
sides of the water who were the principal agents in
producing irritation are all gone to their account, on
the one side and on the other. We are not personally
answerable for their sayings and doings. We are only
answerable for our own doings.  Of this, I am sure,
there is not a right-thinking Christian man, who, on
luoking back on the past, is nut willing to confess that

buted in the United States, we would have about onejthere were men then who dealt unkindly, and did no
to cach thousand inhahitants; Lat they are not sy{small amount of injury to this country. What more
distributed, and the counsequence is, that there arejcan you expuet of their children than this ficknow-
gpots here and there in the eonatry whare the gepel isy ledginent 2 And when that confession is avowed, ought
not preached. There is work fur all the ministors infnot this to bind us mure and more together? (Ap-
this country. In the forcign mis-ionary fidd there iy plause.) There breathes the same unextinguishable
also room cnough, and when we find a place occupied, j=pirit of liberty wlich bus cuine down fur generations
we should go further on in search of a fickd of lalour.,in the Saxon race ; there is the same hatred of tyranny
He hoped the time would cone when the same princi- and oppression , this is comon to buth countries. On
ple would be applicd at home that was practised, both sides of the Atlantic there are fullies, on both
abroad. TIe did not know whother there were Morae sides eriminals and agitators, and on Yotk sides there

vians in the city or not, Lut they furnished an instrue-
tive lesson to other Christian hudics If we are to
wait till we are perfret ourselves, and ece to the
prrfection of our familice, and the cradication of our
own sinfulness, would we be confurming {o what is
taught us in the Scriptures? Would the apostles in
Jerusalem have araqued this, and said : No, no, L.ords;
Jot us stay till we make things all right at home?
This is practically saying, Lord, though art wrong in
commanding us to go to evangelize the world till it is
perfected at hoane, IF we say, Lord we understand
better than theu, thou art fonlish ; it is the argument
of an insane man. When Ilaok at the world, 1 find
this matter is dealt with contrary to what is taught in
the Bible. The pasterskept at howe, at the commence-
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are fouls. (Laughter.) Why shoald we allow a par-
cel of speculators to Le the ruling #pirit and index of
the heart of a great nation? (Applause.) The real
Leart of the nativa may beat spundly in another dirce-
tion. scouting the sayings aund duings of other per-
sons.”

After & few further remnarks, Dr. Duff concluded.
The Rev. Dr. Tyng offered a resolution, which was
uoanimously adopted, acknowledging the arrival of
the Rev. Dr. Duft as a special merey of divine Provi-
denee, in sending him to stir up and awaken a new in-
terest in the evangelization of the heathen. After
singing the 117th Psalin, “Trom all that dwell
below the skies, the meeting adjourned.—Presby-
terian.




