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STILL HARPING ON ROME,

The Christian Guardian is a weokly
aswspaper devoted to the interests of
the Methodists. For some time past,
we regret to say, it has shown no spirit
ot lair-dealing so far as Catholics are
cencerned. [ts policy at present is to
prove that its editor is a bitter-minded
bigot, who cannot, or will not, present
inets as they are, and who is merciless
in mishandling the command not to
bear false witness. Any stick is good
onough for him to beat the Roman dog
witk. He talks of the vaeillation and
weaknoss of the Papacy—the obscnr.
anbist position of the Vatican, ete.,
pas in the jomble of words we fail to
wee his reason for vacillation, ete. The
cheapest infidel can give a seeming
plansibility to his enmity; this editor
flounders in the mud of offencive
opithets and—he directs a Christisn
publieation, Moreover, he
impudence to foist his own metbods
upun Protestants in general. We are
awre, however, that Protestauts do not
agsent to the statement that they see
in the Pope's mistake *‘ a providential
over-ruling and are rejoicing that the
extreme stand taken by the Papal
suthorities has backed up the Govern-
ment on its extreme, though altogether
ceasonable measures,”’ The editor,
therefore, applauds as reasonable the
ooofiscation of the property of the
Church in France snd the proscription
of public worship, except under con-
disions antagonistic to the constitution
ot the Church. If the State wished to
subvert the system of Charch govern-
ment of the Methodists, would the
oditor jadge that it was acting in a
reasonable manner? He seems to think
#0, for he tells us that the Protestants
in France consider that it is for
“public peace and advantage.” He
is, therefore, prepared to surrender, at
the behest of the State, the right of a
raligious organization to govern itself
in all that pertains to worship. Are
the Methodists in favor of this? Ouoe
thing, however, certain is that The
Owristian Guardlan is on the side of
organized atheism. Kt rejoices that
the haters of God are throttling Rowe,
[t approves the principle that we must

obey man rather than God—bhat the
“tate is supreme over all men. It sees

nothing reprehensible in the perfidy
and dishonor of France ; and assures us
that Protestants see eye toeye with him
in this matter. Batall non-Catholics do
nos court the infamy which this editor
would fasten upon them, and we do
not believe the Protestants cf Can-
»ds endorse so unequivoecally the
policy of Clemencean and Briand—a
policy that is inspired by abject mater-
ialism and is destrnotive of all that is
sacred to Canadians, The editor, we
venture to say, speaks for himsell, and
his eelf revelation indicates that he is
tar from the open mind and freedom
from bias. His artioles on the French
aitmation compare favorsbly with the
pronouncements in the anti-Christian
press, but they are strangely out of
place in a paper edited for Christiane,

NON-OATHOLIC VERSUS
CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN.

Among the testimouies of many, who,
however thoy may regard Rome, have
no sympathy with the enemies of Chris-
tianity, we may cite the testimony of a
well known Presbyterian, Mr. J. C,
Homphill, of Charleaton, 3. C. Writing
in the News and Courler, ol which he
is the editor in chief, he says, among
other things, * that it is urged by the
Government that the present aggressive
measures have been resorted to only to
hring about separation between Charch
and State. Bab it is absolutely with
out foundation. The fight in France
is for no other purpose than the sub
jeetion of the Church to the absolate
control of the State in all matters re-
lating to the freedom ot worship. It is
not the Ryman Catholioc Church, how-
aver, but Christianity that fs at stake.'’

Tt does not make the least difference,
therefore, whether we believe in the
Pope or not, the Aght in France is the
fight of the Christian world. The Pro-
testants have as mach at issne in this
stroggle, in priaciple, as the Roman
Catholics. The editor of the Christian
Guardian looks upon the ** reasonable
weasares '’ of the French Government
as contributions to pubvlic peace and
sdvantage, and consequently worthy of

THE

praise.

Mr. Hemphill, howover, goes on to
say that “‘the descendants of those who
passed through the fipes of persecution
must sympathize with the Roman Cath-

has the |

ialistic hosts, . , The Issue is
deeper and more far reaching than the
suppression of priestly influence : it
touches the very life of the Christisn
religion. If it can be settled only by
revolation, the Chereh should wnot
shrink from the struggle, in which
ovent many a so called heretic will be
found near the colors, becanse Chris-
tianity, by whomsoever taught, is bet-
ter for the world than infidelity. "’

ILL-TIMED LEVITY.

The editor of the Christian Guard-
ian chuckles over the Pope's attitude
and rejoices that it has strengthened
the Government in its extreme but
altogether reasonable measures. This
is but an echo of the infidel press,
Howsoever ecorrespondents may en-
deavor to veil the iniquity of the
policy of M, Clemenceau, the Govern®
ment is in no wise anxious to conceal it.
For instance, it ordered a speech of
M. Viviani, now Minister of Labor, to
be posted up throughout France, In
the course of that speech he said :

“ We have allied ourselves to the
work of anti-clericalism : we have torn
from the souls of the people the belief
in another life—we have exutinguished
the light of heaven which will never
again be re-illumined.”

And a Christian editor chants the
praises of men who have sponsored
this blasphemy.

DOING COURTESIES.

The Christian Guardian is jubilant
that ‘‘the whole garrison of Rome was
under arms to protect the apostolic
palace against the crowds of demonstra-
tors, eager to show their friendly sym-
pathy with the French Government on
their anti-clericalism crusade, '’ As
aate clericalism is, according to pub
lic speeches of (lemencean and Jaures,
a hatred of Jesus Christ, we are of the
opinion that bis joy is in bad taste.
Christianity, says Ernest Renan, in his
last letter to the Abbe Coquat, *‘ has
rarely been attacked hitherto exceptin
the name of immorality and of the ab-
ject doctrines of materialism—by black-
guards in so many words.”” He does not
call them demonstrators. And Italy
shows them the bayonet because it
looks upon them as Sociallsts —enemies,
in & word —who have as much regard
for the Qairioal as for the Vatican.

DEMOCRACY AS
VESTMENT.

THE AN IN-

The democratic legislators of France
are not in the law-making business for
sentimental reasons. They are, it is
true, peddling platitudes anent liberty
and equality, and they are also making
a determined attempt to prevent monks
and abbes from becoming unduly rich.
It was a menace to the Republic to
have religions, swollen with wealth,
within its gates. True it was, how-
ever, that Leo X(II's pronouncement in
favour of the Republic and the clergy’s
loyal acceptance of it should have dis
pelled avy suspicion of danger from the
side of the Charch. True, also, that
the monks and nuns had visited the
poor aad served the sick and spread
abroad on every land the name of Jesus
and that of France, and could show a
valid title to the property held by
them. Bat the money troubled the
dreams of the legislators, and, as a
means to peace, the Sepators and De-
puties have added $1,200 to their
yearly salaries. The increase raises
the expenses of the two chambers to
$1,200,000 per year. Just now they
have a monopoly of liberty and equality,
while the monks and the Pope have no
case that is arguable. That the State
insists that it shall be notified when-
ever public worship is to be held, and
that wibhout its permission there shall
be no public worship, are not adverted
to by editors, We know that the
Separation Law of 1205 legalizes the
conflseation of all charches unless they
are under the management of associa-
tions for religions worship. But, as
Oatholics prefer to obey God rather
than man, they reject these associa
tions because they violate the sacred
rights which pertain to the very life of
the Charch.

THE HISTORIANS OPPORTUNITY.

¢ [f the Popes,’” says the Prot: 4t wnt
Von Muiler, ** conld hold up no ouher
merit than that whioh they gained by
protecting monogamy agatast the
bratal lasts of those in power, not-
withstanding bribes, threats and per-
seoutions, that alone would render
them immortal for all future ages."

The historian of the present day has
an opportunity to chronicle the ser-
vices of Pins X. to Christian liberty.

olics in their resistance to the mater-

the principles which he will not sur.
render form the barrier to the ever
encroaching tide of Socialism and in-
fidelity. The Popes have never de-
livered up the soveroignty of Christ to
the forces of this world. Pins X,
guards it to day as did bis predecessors
in the tize of the tyrants who claimed
in spiritual matters.
claims of Caesar, when he is just, can-
pot elash with the claims of God. To
the State, loyalty and obedlence ; to
God, love and adoration. Against the
principle that the State has the right
to overrule the law of God, to have, in
a word, & power at the expense of the

supremacy The

individual and of the Church, the
Papacy has ever protested.

FRANCIS' SAD NEW YEAR.
A CLEVER PRONOUNCEMENT DY A CANA-

LIAN PRIEST,
We have much pleasure in reproduc-
ing the following very able article on
the French sitnation from the Saint
Frances de Sales Monthly, of Smith's
Falls, Ont. We take it that the Rev,
Thomas Kelly, the esteemed pastor, is
the and the hope
that his able pen will add more and
more, a¢ tima goes by, to the literature
the aim of which is to defend and extol
that Church which is the pillar and
ground of trath :
FRANCIS' BAD NEW VEAR.

The year of grace, 197, which we
now enter upon is saddened for all
Catholics by the dreadful persecution
of the Church in France. What a sad
Christmas and a bitter New Yaar for
dear Catholic I'rance, whose heroic
missionaries have labored fruitfully on
this continent and in the uttermost
part of the earth — no clime unvisited
by them, no land but has received
their blood shed in true martyr's
spirit in witness of the gospel which
they preached. And now in their
home,land, in their beloved 1'rance,
the cradle of their courageous faith,
their countrymen may not worship at
their own altars. The great and bean-
tiful Gothic temoles, which have seen
so much of Catholie glory through
countless generations of religious fidel-
ity, are closed against the most heroic
followers that Cnrist bas ever had
among the nations.

Bat we need not tell the French
people what they, and we, know fall

writer, entertain

well that, that persecution is, and ever
will be, the lot of the Church on
earth. The Cross is our portion. It |
is a part of the OChristian heritage,

“Yf the world hate you,’”” said the t
Master, “known you that it h.th hated

Me before you. The servant is not |
greater thm his Master. If they have

persecuted Me, they will also persecute |
you."” (S. John XV 18) ete. God,
then, has forewarned us of this neces

sary condition of His Chareh’s life and
her action upon society.

Nevertheless, we may eximine the
causes and the agencies at work io
this anjost oppres-ion of the Catholics
of France, permitted by Divine Provi

dence in His inscratable wisdom,
whence His will will draw grace and
blessing and heavenly benediction.

The principal cause is not far to
seek. It is the secret societies of
Qoutinental Europe which are atheistic
1n their principles, and impelled by a
hatred against Christ, which is diaboli-
cal and implacable. The rank and file
ol these orzanizations, which are of
various degrees, and have wmany
names, do not known the ultimate de-
signs of the leaders, in fact, the lead-
ers are absolutely naknow except to a
small and well trained numver of
veteran adherents. The general name
applied to them is Freemasonry, and,
whilst this organization, as it is known
amongst a3, may deprecate its action
in Earope, yet all Freemasonry touches
at poiats, and is manipulated by one
common spring, which, however, is
kept in deepest secrecy by the few
composing the governing body. Its
higher grades are Carbooari and Kllam-
inati, and its principles are thas enun
ciated in the Alta Vendita, the highest
lodge of the [talian
“QOar fioal ead is that of Voltaire and
of the French Revolation, the destrue-
tion forever of Catholicism, and even

standing on the rains of Rome, would
be the resuscitation of Cnristianity

| religions ?

Oarbonari :— |

of the Onristian idea, which, if left | them applied, although they who apply

complished, Kulightened observ stions i

prove to those who know how to reflect |
that the author of that great revolu- |
t was Voltaire,’ |
10 poliey of Voltaire, as revealed |
in his correspondence with Frederick |
Il. of Prassia, and others, was not to |
commence an immediate perse cution
b first to suppress the Jesuits and
all religious orders, and to seculariz
their goods ; then to deprive the Pope |
of temporal authority, and the Church |

of property and state recognition ;
iary and higher education to be of |
a lay and infildel character ; the prin- |

ciple of divoree aflirmed, and respect |

for ecclesiastics lessoned and destroy - |
ed. lastly when the whole body of |
the Charch should be sufficiently weak
ened and infidelity strong enough, the |
final blow was to be struck by th»sl
sword of open, relentless persecution. ‘
Babold the aim of Voltaire ! |
Now listen to the discourse (in part) ’
of the initiator into the highest circles

of I'reemasonry to the candidates,
Remember that from the first invi- |

t ms which we have given you, in
order to attraet you to us, we have |
commenced by telling you that in the |
projects of cur order there did not |

e r any designs against religion.
remember that such an assurance
was again given you when you were |
dmitted into the ranks of our novices, |
that it was repeated when you |
red into our Minerval Academy.
nember also how much from the
grades we have spoken to you of |
morality and virtue ; but at the same
time how much the studies which we
sseribed for you and the instructions
which we gave you rendered both
worality and virtue indepsndent of all
religion ; how much we have been at
pains to make you understand, while
making to you the eulogy of religion,
that it was not anything else than
those mysteries and that worship which
had degenerated at the hands of priest
and Church. Yon remember with what
art, with what simulated respect we
have spoken to you of Christ and of
His gospel, but in ths grades of greater
lluminism, and of Ejopte or priest,
how we have known to form from Christ's
gospel that of our reason; and from its
religion, the religion of nature; and
from religion, reason. morality, and
patore, to make the religion of the |
rights of man, of equality, and ofl
liverty. We have had very many
prejudices to overcome in you before |
being able to persuade you that the |
pretended religion of Christ was noth
iog else than the work of priests, of
fiuposture, of tyranny. If:it be so with
that religion so much proclaimed and
admired, what are we to think of other
Understand then that they
have all the same fictions for their
origin, that they are all equally found
ed on lying, error, shimera and im
posture. Behold our secret! If, in
order to destroy Christianity, all re
ligion, we have pretended to have the
sole true religion, remember that the
end justifies the means, and the wise
ought to take all the means to do good
which the wicked take to do evil.
Those means we have taken to liberate
you, and those also which we take to
one day deliver the homan race from
all religion, are nothing else than a
pious fraud which we reserve to unveil
some day in the grade of Magus or

and

Philosopher Illumivated.” Sagur—
Le Secret de la !'rance—Maconerie—
page 19,

The above extract shows the true
nature and ultimate aim of the athe
istic secret societies of continental
Karope, which bave organized and de
veloped Freemasonry to be a vehicle
to conceal and elaborate and perfect
their infidel purposes. It will be ob
served that they borrow the principles
of the gospel to pervert the work of
Christ, the Saviour of the world. In
a word this secret and powerfal or-
ganization is controlled by the devil,
who, in his contemptuous mockery of
God, imitates His work in the creation
of the Church by elaborating this
diabolical organization for its destruc
tion. Weishaupt, the .German por-
fecter of the secret gocieties, confesses
to have made a special study of the
Catholic Church's organization and
harmonions arrangement of hierarchical
government in order to apply her
priociples in his evil work, and for its
ruin.

The methods of the atheistic secret
societios are deeply and practically con-
gidered and on every side we may see

them often know not that they are
earrying out the nefarious programme :

later on.' Now, what were the prin-
ciplus of Voltaire,

“ [ am toed,”” Volbiira said, *‘of
hearing it said that twelve men suf
ficed to establish Christianity, and I
desire to show that it requires but ove
man to pull itdown '’ Tie watch-word
ot Voltaire, the conclading lines of all
his letters to his infidel ‘onfederates
daring fifty years, was ‘Hcrasons non
l infame,’ (let us crash the wrewh)
moeaning Christ and ths eaveo. Vrio
ing to Damilaville,
Caristian religion is an infamoas reliz
ion, an abominable hydra, which mus!

hands. Ic is necessary that the pnil
osophera should course throazh the
atrests to destroy it as missionaries
course over earth and sea to propagate
it. They ought dare all thiogs, risk
all things, even to be burned, in order
to deatroy it. Letuscrash the wretch,
orush the wreteh.'” * Ine Onristiao
religlon is evideatly false, the Curis
tian religion is a sect which every
good man ought to ho'd in horror,
he writes a ain. Vol aire jrined the
Preemasons in London, whers he way
in exile daring 1720 1728 Speaking
of the French revolution Condorees
writes of him in the *'Lfe of Voltaire:

He is the bulwark of the oppressed, and

¢ He did not ses all that which he ac-

he says, * The |

be destroyed by a huandred invisible |

“Crash the enemy whoever he may be ;
{ erush the powerful by means of calumny
| and lies; but especially orash him in
the egg. It is to the youth we must
| go. It is that we wmust secede; it is
| that which we must bring under the
| banner of the secret societies.”” This |
is from the permanent Instruction of

\

| the Alta Veudita, whose declaration |
| have already quoted: *‘‘Our end is
| that of Voltaire aad the Frenoh

revolution, the destenction forever of
| Qatholicism and even of the Christian
| idea.”

|  TMais idea of corrupting youth de-
velped as early as 1326, when there
appeared a dialogue ostween Bugene
Sue and Quinet, in which the whole
programme affectiog education, as we
have it now the world over,was sketched
ont. Here we find the secret societies
addressiog themsslves to the condition
of things existing {n countries where
not only the Catholic religion exerted
iuflaence, b1t various Protestant de
nominacions also. Ia fact, our own
conatry witnesses that we are uaknow-

19, 1907

| ing and destroying the cunstitution of

| ceau, Briand, Combes and their like do

to do away witl 'ds { religion |
¢ jast for peace sake,”’ a establish |
schools on & purely secular basis. |
Ihe spirit then of the secret socie |
ties of continental Karope raus through |
the whole course of human life ; nothing
is left undone to destroy religion i » |
buman mind apd bl e
of Christ. This is the spir oenly
announced by M. Briand, the Mis
f Pablic Worship 1 er
Cabinet, and the wick injastice
inflicted on the Catholica of France
tc-day is the logleal outcom that |
infidel Freemasonary which with brazen |
impudence boldly and openly vaunts |
| its diabolical aim as being ‘‘that of |
Voltaire and the Freneh revolution, |
| that is, the destruction of Catholicism !
and ever the Christian idea which |
if left standing on t ruins of Rome,
would be the resuscitati of Chris
tianity later on."” ) |
Lhe present dreadl per ution in |
France is, therefore, bat the fulfillment. |
of an organized programme whose
anltimate end is be developed, |
and the Chuarch await its fe!l |
designs with confid in her Divine
Founder and His Promise: *'the gates |
f hell will not prevail against her
A GREAT CHURCHMAN ON H";F.:.
SITUATION IN FRANCE |
REV. DR. BTAFFORD'S RINGING SPEECH |
IN WASHINGTON, |
The action of the French Govern:
ment has shocked the moral sense of
every righteous man in the civilized
world., Nowhere is the shock more |

keeunly felt than in the United States, |
and it is felt not only by Catholie, but |
by non Catholic as well. For here we
have liberty in its true sense, both
civi) and religious, and are, therefere,
able the better to jodge and the more
heartily to condemn the tyranny and
persecution of the so-called French
republic.

[n principle and in fact to-day the
situation in France is the same as the
sitaation at the time of the Fremch,
revolution. It is again a gnestion of
forcing a civil constitation upon the
clergy, of having constitutional Bishops,
of making the State omnipoteat, of
taking not only ecivil administration,
but-also dogma and spiritual superiors
from the Goveroment, of utterly chang

the Catholic Church. And if this be!
not done or accepted by the Pope and ‘
the Catholies, we will take your pro
perty away, abolish your worship, say
the chief highwaywen, Clemeoceau and
Brian 1, the brigand, and we will call
this separation.

The Pope and the Catholics would
be very simple to be deceived by such
a proceeding. There is only one step
more to make the parallel between the
present and the I'rench revolation
complete, and that is it to gather the
Bishops and priests together on some
innocent pretext and shoot them down
in cold blood. And these worthy soLs
of their Jacobin sires are capable of
that.

The French press association de
serves that prize which has been offar-
ed by some Knglishman for the finest
example of lying by telegraph as a fine
art. They continue to call this pro
ceeding separation, and t. compare it
to the ‘American condition. It is as
different as the poles of the imagina-
tion. In America separation means
most perfect liberty, for which I daily
thank God. In France it means slav-
ery. Look at the iuventory proceed
ings ! Imagine if you can the Congres
of the United 3tates, backed by the
President, sending down a committee
with a troop of soldiers to break in the
doors of my charch and count the num-
ber of my eburch vestments, my charch
possessions. Why, we would all think
we bad g ne mad !

The Vrench Government has gone
mad. There is not a Catholio in the
world who wonld not have welcomed
separation in 1'rance as it exists in the
United States, Bat Catholies in
France naturally objsct to being plun-
dered and robbed and kicked out of
their own country, and that by a min
ority who do not represent the French
people, and whose action is made pos
sinle by the fact that while France is a
republic in name, it is a more central-
ized government than Russia.

And let no one who believes in relig-
ion mistake the iswue Iu is a war
sgainst Jesus Christ and agaivst the
idea of God, and if they ean dispose o!
the Catholic Church to day, they will
make short ‘work of Protestantism and
Judaism to morrow. They will never
stop. HKvery priest and every sister in
France is a reproach to that mad car
nival of viece which the Freuch re
public is fostering. Taerefore, Clem-

not see the public immorality that

cean, Briand ibes and sie M)
Lot them remembor a Li the mo
who shot down the j
{ French revolutior
king, and finally hurr
b demagogue to ti !
notice, too, tha
ernment sent Urooj
wtican, they did f
ind the king's palac
for thought here."’
I RS ERRIEVes
HOLY HOUSE OF LORETTO
¢ OF BCHOLARS DOES NO
ECT FAITH OF PEOPLE,

On December 10 the hill tops of tha
Marcho » Adriatic coast of Italy
wore blazing th bonfilres, the moun

| talos  and leys resounded with
sacrod canticles in honor of the Blessed
Virgin, and o Marchiagiani

kept high festival
day every year. For

vy do on this
vas the Feast

f the Translation of the Holy House of
yretto, and it has been observed with
great solemnity for over seven centur
ies. Till lately hardly any atholl
ventured to cast doubt on the trath of
marvellous story : How the houa«

in which Mary lived, and where she
s visited by the angel Gabriel with

the snnouncament that she was to be

me the Mother of God, was removed
by angels over the sea, resting ficat in
Illyria, then removed across the Adria

tic and twice afterwards traneforred

| until it was set down in its present site
{at I

woretto. The place has beon the
goal of pilgrimage for long ages.
Popes and kings have visited and em-
riched it with precious gifts, and there
are accounts of innumerable miraoles
having been wrought there.

But we are living in an incredalous
and critical age. Doubt was first pub-
licly tbrown on the authenticity of the
story by a learned German priest who
has distinguished himself in historical
recearch, and now Canon Chevalier has
written a ponderous work to show that
the entire narrative is the growth of a
legend which did not assume its pre-
seat form until nesrly three centuries
after the miraculous occurrence is sup-
posed to have takea place. Naturally
the subject is exciting the keenest in-
terest in Rome, and the London Tablet
has recently published & series of
articles in which the legend is pro-
nounced to be unhistorical. Bat jast
at the moment when the opponent of
the authenicity of the Holy House
seemed to be carrying all before them,
two remarkable evidences have been
bronght to light which tend strongly
in the other direction. Canon Cheval-
ier claimed to have proved in his book
that the first historical account of the
alleged translation of the Holy House
dates from the middle of the filtesnth
ceuntury, although the event is record-
ed as having taken place at the close
of the thirteenth ; bat Msgr. Faloei
has jast discovered a fresco in the
Fraociscan church of Gubbio, almoat
contemporary with the alleged date of
the Translation, and this fresco repre-
sents in a striking way the trausporta-
vion of the Holy House over the Adria-
tic by angels. Canon Chevalier also
claims that the Holy House is no other
than a small but ancient Charch dedi-
cated to Our Lady, which is mentioned
in early records of Loretto ; but simul-
taneously with this contention excava-
tions made in Loretto have revealed
the ruins of this church more than a
mile away from the site of the Holy
House. Ubviously then the oritics
have not it all their own way and they
must bring forward far better evideace
before pious Jatholics rejsct the mira-
calous story, — Roman Letter Catholic
Universe.

KINDNESS A8 A FACTOR IN THE
WORK OF CONVERSION.

The ease with which converaions are
sometimes brought about was strikiogly
illustrated by I'ather Robert, the well-
known Passionist, in his address at the
recent meeting of the Catholic Con-
verts' League in New York.

Pationce and kindness, said Fathor
Robert, are indespensible factors in con-
verting mnon-Catholics, Tney have
been led to believe the wildest and
most absurd yarns about the Oatholie
Chureh, and this erroneouns impression
can be removed in a great many Casesd
it Casholics will only go about it in the
right way.

A4 an instance he cited the case of
a non-Catholic woman whom he met
during a thunder.-styrm in the town
where both lived. The woman sought
tomporary shelter in the doorway of
the monastery. As this was ooly &
partial protection from the rain, the
priest invited her to come into the
reception room,

“But ['m not of your religion,’ she
oexclaimed.

faunts itsell apon the streets of Paris ;
they must send soldiers to drive out
some eighty thousand women who are
teaching French girls to be pure.
I'ney do not see the vile illustrated
papers or the impure literatare that is
corrupting the coatinent of Harope.
They must insult Jesus Christ and His
religion.

-We do’not ab all despair of the
Catholie religion in Franca. There is
only one thing further the Government
ean do — that is, murder and kill,
They did that at the beginning of the
last century, and yot the Charch lives.

Weoe will sing over Clemencean and
Briand the ‘De Profundia’ of a religion
that never dies,

And in the meantime, if Me. Juase-
rand takes notes of this meeting and re

ingly carrying out the atheistio plans of
continental Freemasoary in oar edaca-
tional svsten by its secalarization,
Toe jralonsy of rival s ot was to be
exsired, and, when they could mnob

ports it to his government, T hope he
won't forget to tell thom that decent
and free Americans despise reiigious
persecntion, and that thev have no

“Tpe priest told her that made no
diffarence, and the woman reluctantly

entered and stood In the vesti-
bal . It was the first time sho had
ever beon in a place of its kind, she
said

She expressed the greatest surprise
when portraits of the Madonna and
saints were explained to her. Her as-
tonishment was intensitied when s con-
fessional was shown her fand the sacra-
ment of penance expinined to her.
The story was s0 much ab vacianoce
with whut she bad been taught that
gurprise gave way to curiosity and the
woman began asking questious.

Finally she left and said she would
oall again for further wiormation. She
did and (n a short time became a Oath-
olie. She then went to work and wae
ing-ramental in converting several of
bher friends and acquaintances, all of
whom still profess profoand sorrow
over their failure to familiarize them-

agroe, then the State wis to be induced

word to express their contempt for his
government s reprosented by Clemon-

selves with the dootrines of the Catho-
oliec Chnreh earlier in their lives.

——— S Y
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) ™ y few ‘ from Lhere
hes whuddered lnvolantarily
en, | know that wo well, lather
nd i% ix precisely on st oA thoae
Wedderhurn people Lhal you ses me
Lhu
| My God wald Lthe knight, LVurning
| « " {
ule I'hen my fears wore 511
founded poak, wpeak Toll me all

hal happtne aven 1o Lhe lesst de
tall, J wish knuw everything, sod
wou W Wedderburn it " Then,
mantoring | anger, he oontinued ;

‘ ’

Hpeak Francls ; | am

aiting

Nithout preamble the boy began the
relation ol hin sdventure

L8 owent b sk, aa 1 osald, In the lake
oA the Dunss Morass, for s yon kuow,
fathor, the fnest salmon In Lthe eounty
ares tound thers, The two frionds | had
vxposted wore not able Lo come, so |
wan only neoompanled by your wervant
Oauthler, who follows we ke »
which, by the way, Is nol
un ho gonerally lags

shadow,
wlwmyn |
bohlndg.'
*T'o the polnt, o the polnt, chlild |’
Intsrruptod his father lopatioatly.
* Yon, father,” wuld Vrancls, and he

tare | et e Lller
L

luorg ve mwyesl
A uL rew
w lrem

res T
w Duzbar, sis
2 alwaye a pless

wespznger trow

| remcun yo

‘Unhappy boy weB Y, what your

| imprudence has expomed you Why
did you gou and fish »o near Wedder

burn * It it had not been for your

foolish lancy, Gauthler would not now
be In vur cnemy's power.’

‘Our enemy | repsated Francis, Iy
It possible that my noble father, the
norvant of the Hegent, can have ene-
mios in Beotland 7'

‘He han,' replied DD'Arey, ‘and eruel
ones— Wedderburn above all,  Bat pay
attontion, Francls : yon must promise
me not o go ont of Dunbar for a time.’

‘Oh, father, that Ia lmpossible | Do
you want me to die of dolinss ¥’

‘And you, foollsh boy, do not scruple
to expone to death falthful servants ke
Gauthler | For doubtless this was
planned by Bir Home, Is had you
watehod, and It was you, not the
nervant, he wished to seize,’

‘I will wtay, then, father,’ sald the
boy with a wsigh, ‘not because of the
danger I might personally run, bat tor

his tastes
Fverycn

show of be

pie w

Or makes a

| that he acts thus out of affec
child Klog ; but his real int
v persosde James o entr
| o his guardiauship, and eonce master of
| the royal person, he will seize the
Hegency by main fores. Bat be shall
not accomplish bis dewigns =20 easily.
The Hamilrons are on the alert, and
ready, Il necessary, to take up arms.
I much wish, my brave knight, that |
could have in these clrcumstances the
wsupport of your presence; but it would
be lmpolitic for you to leave the fron.
tier nntil something is declded. Be.
sides, your presence on the Border is
absolotely neocessry to hold in check
the rebelllous nobles, Remain, then,
at your post until you receive further
news—that is to say, until the success
or defeat of Angus is certain, In the
event of his snceess, you must hasten
at once to the capital, where yon wonld
be in groater salety than at Duonbar,
I know you have enemies, and powerful
ones, on the Border, who would com
bine to altack yon should the Douglas
prove sucoossful. Buat for the present
be at rest; nothing will be attempted
until the divoree of Angus and the

Cardizsl Besson
of The reRLm VIRl me U6
Fdzourge.

repeated 1le W7
1 oriL e
B L V¥ D
fatier {4 wrae

my happiness,
‘ Reassure

steced away, and as
| made bis preparations for departure his
| mind was filled with thoughts of a
| pleasant future.

| " “Going o Edinbargh ! he said, for
| in his joy be spoke aloud. ‘To Edin-
burgh—to the Court, What joy! One
thing only grieves me, and that is
leavinz wmy poor father; bat he has
just assured me that perhaps in less
than a month he may rejoin me. A
month | that is soop over, and then I
shall have s0 many new and beautiful
things to see there. Oh, I am very
happy ! My real life Is at last going
to begin. Bat, see, here I am talking
to wysell, and my packing is not yet
done,’

‘I cannot onderstand why this part-
ing makes me s0 uneasy,’ said Sir
Antony, when his son had left the
apartment. ‘I know I shall see him
again—soon too, perhaps, for Angus
will gncceed in his plans, and then——
Yes, T feel sure 1 shall see my son
again; and yet 1 am sad, and full of a
vague uneasiness, as if some misfortune
were about to fall on me.’

At this moment a knock was heard at
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awaited the end
borses stamped im
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Iter of their earrisges,

Far off in the west wing of &
palace there was but little siga of
festivity, The great massive baildin:
loomed, a tower of black. One
single window was lighted, and the
slender ray that straggled forth seemed
almost swallowed in the darkmess,
Figures passed repeatedly befors it.
and the drivers noted it and wondered

Inside of the palace the ball was at
its height ; selt strains of music foated
through the long suites of rooms; for-
eign smbassadors, stately nobles, yoang
and dashing officers chatted In Httle
groups, danced with Russian beauty or
wandered aimlessly through the grand
rooms,

Long since the Czar had slipped
away, not unnotieed, for the watchfu!
eye of a pale young mobleman, who sat
far apart from the crowd, had marked
it. The Czar had gone through asmal!
door to the left halt hidden by the
harging curtains, and through dark,
narrow corridors, up long flights ef
stairs to the little room of the left wing,
where the solitary light peered out inte
the darknees.

His Majesty was expected. Mattars
of state had called him away from 43e
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gay scene in the salon to the council
chambers. As he stepped into the room
overy knee was bent, and when be had
soknowledged the customary salutation
a sigh of relief passed from the lips of
the councillors as they proceeded to
their places around the oontral table.
They were all old men, silver-haired
nebles of great learning, men eminently
weorthy of the high offices they occupied.
One alone in the room was not a coun
cillor. Young and handsome, tall and
broad of shoulder, the Count of Bolk-
hev was there, by right of bis position
as captain of the Czar's bodyguard, to
stand between his royal master and the
dangers of secret enemies. And after
a few whispered words from the Czar he
left the room and took his stand in the
dark hallway.

Nihilists were strong in Russia, and
the pale young robleman who sat apart
from the erowd in the gaysalon was the
Count of Kharkov, of all the Socialists
the most powerful, fearless and dreaded.
There was a wild, unnataral light in his
eyes that seemed to tell of strange
workings in his mind. He smiled to
himsel), but it was a dark, forbidding
smile that boded no good. He was evi
dently waiting for sowething, for as
minute after minute passed e sat
tapping his foot impatiently on the
marble floor.

Finally he arose, and with forced
calmness, quietly walked towards the
half-hidden door that led to the left
wing. He entered unnoticed and waited
In the darkness. Presently the door
opeued. A form entered noiselessly.
Again and still again the door opened,
and each time 2 new figure silently
ioined him, until twelve men were
gathered theére in the gloom,

Not a word was spoken ; quietly the
little band started down the long, dark
hall that had so lately echoad to the
footfalls of the Czar. Up the stairs
asd down another hall, up the stairs
again, and still no sound.

Suddenly the sword of the watchinl
captain of the guard riogs from its
scabbard, and a stern, commanding
“ Halt' echoes throogh the narrow
passageway. l'or a moment all is still.
Then the sound of quick footsteps and
that dreaded cry of the Nihilists,
* Down with the Czar !"" With a loud
warning cry the captain kneels low and
lunges at the dim Agure that is almost
npon him, and with a wild shriek the
Count of Kharkov staggers and falls.

But the fight is not ended. Secarcely
bas he raised his steel when the hall is
crowded with armed wen. With his
back against the door he lunges once
again, with a grim determination to
save the Czar from the hands of these
furious men — ard there is one less to
fight. Again and again he strikes.
Fate seems to favor him is that unequal
strife, for the brave soldier holds his
own in the dark hallway. There is no
nervousness in the steady parries and
quick thrusts. Death looks him in the
eyes, and he dreads it mot. Already
there is blood on the rich uniform, and
a half-met thrust has laid open the
broad forehead. His strength canhot
stand the farious onslaught wmuch
longer.

Suddenly there is a signal from the
room, It teils him that his master has
escaped, and with a rapid thrast he
clears a momentary passage through
that cirecle of swords and is gone.
Down the long hall, down the stairs,
out into the chill nigat air he flees with
two of tte baflled swordsmen at his
heeis. A sad smile passes over his
bleeding face as he hears the hoarse
eries of rage and disappointment from
the room above, The Czar is safe and
he is countent.

Down the deserted streets the death
chase continues, the stricken, bleeding
man who colors the frosh white snow
with his lifeblood at every step and
the two furious pursaers. Through
street after street he flies. He cannot
last long ; his eyes are growisg dim,
but with a final effort he dashed down a
narrow side street and turns to meet his
death. Hoe listens. Nearer come the
pursuing footsteps. He shrinks into
the darkest shadow of the houses. For
s moment he scarcely dares breathe.
Two panting men dash past and are
gone. His mind becomes a blank ; he
reels and falls heavily upon the pave-
ment.
* * * *

The clock in the church in the great
public square has struck three, and the
city slumbers on, uncomscious of the
great tragedy that has been so narrow-
Iy averted. The salon in the palace ls
empty and dark ; the festive guests
have gone to their homes all in ignor-
anee of the flerce contest that had oc-
curred in that very building an hour
ere their departure.

In frout of a plain, unimposing hounse
in a quiet street of the ocity a dark
figure lies prone in the smow, It is the
body of the Count of Bolkhev, captain
of the royal guard; the firm hand still
grasps the trusty sword ; there is a
crimson blot on the snow at his head,
bat be is alive.

And a dream comes to him as he lies
there bleeding and unconscious. Heis
»o longer the stern captain of the finest
troop of warriors in Rassia, He is a
little curly headed lad, lisping soft
prayers at his mother's knees. It is
Christmas evo, and he is imploring with
innocent lips the Sacred Infant to
watch and guide his steps through life.

The dream changes. Now, in the
vigor of early manhood, he kneels with
downcast head before the throne of the
great Czar. Peter is speaking :
** Count Bolkhev, consider well what
thou sayest ; I offer thee the captaincy
of my guards; accept and it shall be
thine. One econdition, thou shalt re-
nounce thy foolish fancies of Romanism

forever.” There is silence for a
moment. Then with trembling lips he
utters : ‘‘ Bire, thy will is mine.”

And the dream enda.
» * * * Al

But there is a movement in the honse
before which he lies. Someone is de-
seending the stairs ; the door is opened,
aud there is a cry of dismay as the
prostrate man is seen !lying at the very
doorstep, Strong hands are ready to
oarry him into the house, and tender,
ministering fingers are soon washing
away the blood and applying restora-
tives to the womnded officer,

Over him bends a gray haired man,

who seems to recognize the handsome
features. The officer is breathing more
freely, and flnally the large dark eyes
open to stare vacantly iato the face
ajve. ‘ Quiet younrself, my son,”
says the old man. *‘ You are safe, but
ean you recognize an old friend 2"
The eyes of the wounded man rest for a
moment on the kindly face, and with a
groan of shame and grief he mutters in
a ball-choked whisper, ‘ The Abbe
Nonnory."

‘* Aye, son,”’ answered the priest,
aod with a quiok sign he motions to his
attendant to withdraw, and he is alone
with the dying man,

‘‘ Father,”” the pale soldier whispers,
‘** you know my sin ?"’

‘* Aye, my child,"”’ the old priest
answers ; ‘“ nor is it too late to repent.
Some unknown cause has brought yon
wounded and dying to the door of a
hunted and despised priest of God.
Ah, it grieved me greatly to hear that
you had preferred the honors of the
world to the true faith, but repentance
can make you once more a friend of the
all loving Father."'

The stricken man was silent for a
long time, A great struggle was going
on in his soul ; grace was fighting for
the mastery, The old man saw it aod
said nothing. The minutes crapt on,
Then slowly the young soldier raised
himself on his koees and, with a con-
trition born of newly awakened love, he
made a trne and fervent confession at
the feet of the old priest.

The strange pair, the white haired
priest and the handiome, dyirg officer,
talked on through the night. They
talked of the deadly assault at the
palace ; of other and happler days ;
of the great festivity of the morrow,
and of the heaven that seemed so near
to both.

Death hovered over the little room,
and as the first bright rays of the sun
peered in through the frosty panes the
head of the poor young oflicer drooped,
the weak hand fell and his noble soul
went forth to spend a joyous and a
happy eternity in a holier land,

Days passed ; there was a great
funeral, for all Moscow had turned out
to honor the remains of the Count of
Bolkhev, captain of the royal guard.
Strange stories were told of his death.
The people coupled it with the slaying
of the Nihilist leaders who had been
killed, but for political reasons Russia
pnever knew the real story of his
bravery. And ot all the people that
followed him to his grave, one only, a
gray-haired priest, could tell of the
brave acts and the brave death of the
dead hero.—Catholic Fireside.

THE PREMIER OF CANADA.

AN AMERICAN OPINION OF SIR WILFRED
LAURIER,

We doubt not our subscribers will
read with interest the following article
which we take from the Messenger of
the Sacred Heart, New York, a monthly
magazine published by the Jesuit Fath-
ers. All Canadians know that the
words of praise bestowed upon our first
commoner are well deserved. Oze of
the very greatest assets any couuntry
can have is men whose lives are above
reproach, whose aims are honorable,
straightforward and sincere, and whose
ideals serve to bring prosperity and
glory to the country in whose service
their lives are being spent.

Though not the first Catholic to
reach that position, 8ir Wilfrid Laurier
is the first French Canadian Premier
of Canada. When one considers that
only forty-two per cent. of the people
of Canada are Catholics, that only
about one-third are French, and that
the Protestant majority has none too
much sympathy for the racial or relig-
ious susceptibilities of the mianority,
one realizes that Sir Wilfrid Lauriar
did not drift to the Premiership, attain
it by chance or a happy turn of for-
tune's wheel. Born in rural Quebec,
with French for his mother tongue, he
bad to acquire the language through
which he has made his impress on the
English speaking wnrld. There has
been nothing metoric in his career.
His progress towards eminence was slow
enough, but his ascendancy has been
proportionately enduring. His success
is due to native talent, developed by
persistent, strenuous though silent en
deavor, The result is a character of
variod and brilliant talents harmon-
iously developed, dominated and con-
trolled by reason and reotitude and un-
marred by the defects and weaknesses
that often accompany great abilities.
He is the finest product of the French
race in America, one of the most pie
turesque figures in the world's politics
to-day, and though his energies have
been confined to the somewhat circom-
soribed political stage of Canada, he
has manifested political sagacity and
parliamentary abilities that wounid
evoke admiration aud constitute a val
uable political asset in any nation of
free people.

Wilfrid Laurier was born on Nov-
ember 20, 1841, at St. Lin, L'Assomp
tion County, Quebec. St. Lin is a
qniet country village on the north
shore of St. Lawrence, about thirty
miles below Montreal. Ilis father, a
land surveyor by profession, was a man
of intelligance and energy, of fine stat
ure, and gifted with a personal magnet-
ism that drew to him a large circle of
devoted friends, His grandfather was
a farmer with a marked inclination for
mathematics and technical science.
His mother, who was Marcelle Mar-
tinean, was & wemen of artistic tastes,
and refined and delicate temperament.
She died when Wilfrid was four yeaes
old. His father subsequently married
Odeline Eskier, whe had been a nurse
fn the family and to whom Wilfrid and
his sister, who died in early girlhood,
were much devoted. Though in his
youthful environment there was little
to stimulate ambition, there was much
that is Infinitely more valuable in
the plastic period of youth, nsmely,
wholesome simplicity, domestic felicity,
refined manners, and the deeply relig-
fons and strictly moral atmosphers that
is characteristic of rural Quebec. When
a mere child the future Premier was
noted for his good manners, and ib is

related that the good women of the
village, seeing him pass, would say,
“ There goes the little gentleman. '’

His early education was received at
the elementary school of his native par-
ish, and when he was eleven years old
his father sent him to an English school
at New Glasgow, eighteen miles dis
tant. There during leisure hours, in
order to learn Koglish by conversing
with the customers, he served behind
tho counter in the store of Me. Murray,
a {riend of his fatber's. When twelve
years of age he entered L’'Assomption
Qollege, whers he remained seven
years. As a student he was industrious
and persevering, and showed a disposi
tion not to aceept anything he did not
understand. [He took little interest in
athletice, but he was noted as a fluent
speaker in the debating club and a
writer of thoughtfal and finished com
positions. From the first he seems to
have exercised remarkavle sway over
his fellow stadents, many of whom pre-
saged for him a brilliant career, though
possibly in every case realization has
exceeded their most sanguine expecta
tions.,

The youthful Laurier seems to have
been strongly attracted to the law
courts and the hustings, and it is said
that daring his school days he was more
than once punished for stealing away
from classes to attend the courts or lis-
ten to the orators of a political meeting.
8o for bim the chioice of a prolession
was an easy matter. But unfortun-
ately he could no longer depend on the
pecuniary assistance of his father and
was obliged to shift for himself. Going
to Montreal, he became a clerk in alaw
office, where for doing routine work he
earned enoagh to enable him to take
the law courses at McGill University.
So assiduously had he studied Knglish
that he was able to take the lectures in
that language. He was graduated with
high honors in 1861 and was made vale
dictorian of his class, The theme of
his address on the occasion was the
desirability of closer union of the races
in Canada and the fostering ol a truly
national spirit, To advance this canse
be has since given the best energies of
his life.

After practising law in Montreal for
two years, he was obliged on account
of sickness %o relinquish his practice
and teek rest and health in a change of
scene. Shortly afterwards, he located
at Arthabaskaville, the county seat of
Drummord and Arthabaska. Here for
atime he edited a paper as well as
practiced law. Bat his health con-
tinued to decline, he became seriously
ill and for a time his life was despaired
of. These were perhaps the most
sombre days of his life. His slender
means were exhausted, and just when
he had most need of health and
strength, a disease of the lungs threat-
ened to end his career. Gradually,
however, health avd vigor returped,
his law practice became extensive, and
the following three cr four years, spent
in attending courts, in reading and
study, and in communion with nature,
were, he avers, the happiest of his life.
When asked if at that time he had any
expectation or ambition to become
Premier of his eountry, he replied that
he had not in the least, that he was
happy amongst his books, and that his
only aim in life was to develop his
talents that he might be able to dis
charge faithiully the duties of any
positi n to which he might be called.
This lofty and uneelfish conception of
life and its duties has been his guiding
star throughout, and has kept him from
the pitfalls that ambition sets for her
insatiable votaries.

In 1868 Mr. Laurier married Zoe
Lafontaine, whom he met during his law
course in Montreal. Toe union has been
a singularly happy one., Lady Laurier
is a worthy helpmeet for her distin
guished husband. With unceasing
solicitude she has looked after his
health, accompanied him on all his
journeys, discharged with credit to
herself the many social duties devoly
ing upon her, and has in no small mea-
sure contributed to her husband's
success. Maving no chiidren of her
own, she has lavished her care and at-
tention on the children of others, and
delights in helping talented girls to
obtain an education in art or music.

In the provincial elections of 1871
Mr. Laurier was the Liberal candidate
for Arthabaska, and though the prov-
ince went strongly Conservative, he
was elected by a large majority. HHis
first speech in the Legislature was a
notable success. Ilis party associates
were not slow to recogunize his remark-
able equipment for the public service,
and, believing that his nataral fleld was
federal politics, they induced him to
seek election for the Commons in 1871,
He was elected and has since been a
mewuber of the House, of which for the
past ten years he has been the dominat-
ing figare. Bat the period from the
time he entered the House, in 1871, to
his accession to the Premiership, in
1506, was a long, unceasing struggle
against great odds. This hard school,
however, served to develop and refine
his character, and made possible a
longer supremacy than would probably
have followed an earlier and easier
victory. ™

To conceive adequately the difficul-
ties he surmounted in his progress
towards the premiership, it is neces
sary to review briefly the political
conditions in Quebec province at the
time of Mr. Laurier's entrance into the
political arena. Previous . to 1340,
Canada, which then included only
Oatario and Quaebec, was ruled by &
governor and a council appointed by
the British governmeut and in no way
responsible to the wishes of the people,
as expressed by the legislative atsom
blies of the two provineos. The revolt
against this autocratic system drove a
majority of the people into the Liberal
party, the government being supported
by a Tory clique known as the Family
Compact, composed of men who were
selfishly interested in perpetuating the
abuses of the time, and of those who
looked askauce at all forms of political
innovation. The leader of the Liberal
movement in Qaebec was Papineaun, a
man of flery eloquence and extreme
principles, one ot those men who, in
fighting against the hoary evils of con-
sorvatism, are themselves beguiled into
advoeating the untried and chimerical

theorles of radicalism. The agitation,
which had ite counterpart in Ontario,
finally drifted into the insurrection of
1817, insignificant from a mlilitary
point of view, but very fruitful in that
it was followed in 1840 by a councession
of truly responsible government, in
which the two provinces were united
under one parliament, The new re
gime was accepted by all save a lew
young radieal Liberals, who. on Papin
eau’s retura from exile in 1818, rallied

round bhim and drew up a programme
which ecalled for out and out republi
canism and a number of political, social
and religious changes, The exponents
of the new doctrives exhibited much of
the extravagant enthusiasm and effor

vescent optimism of the Koropean re
volutionaries of the time, As may be

expocted, the Catholic Bishops warned
their flocks against the dangers that
lurked in the proposed innovations, and

urged their people to desert a party
that exhibited such dangerous tenden
cies, Likewise, the Prot stauts of the
province, anxious for stability and
order, declared against the radical
movement. As a result a great major-
ity of the people joined the Conserva
tives, The Lioeral party dwindled to
a mere remnant and was regarded as
an enemy of Church and State.

But though the conditions of the
time jostified the people in thus rang
hemselves under the banuer of the
Conservatives, it is not, under a system
of representative government, a healthy
coudition in which the work of govern
ment must be entrusted to one politi-
cal party exclusively. In these condi-
tions the party in power, secure in its
tenure of offize and knowing that the

people have no reconrse, tends to be
come autoeratic and unprogressive ;
while despair of attaining power para-

lyzos the best efforts of the opposition.
Such was the condition of affairs in his
native province, when Mr. Laurier en
tered the lists to fight for the rehabili-
tation of the Liberal party.

It is a remarkable fact that, though
at the begioning of his career he was
afliliated with men of extremely radical
views, his native strength of character,
his keen politiesl intuition, his close
study of history and contemporary poli-
tics, always kept him from identifying
himself with the extreme policies of his
associates. To British, rather than to
French Liberalism he turned for his
models and his inspiration. In Eng-
land, under Gladstone, the great Lib-
eral party was sweeping away a horde
of venerable abuses, without tumult or
eivie strife ; aud in this he found proof
that true Liberalism, instead of being
an enemy of Charch and State, was
the conserver of religious liberty and
political stability. [Ie resolved to do
hi# b-st to rescuse the Liberal party of
his province from the diseredit into
which it had fallen and to demonstrate
that in Canada there was room and
need for a party modeled after that of
Fox and Gladstone. Ilis ultimate sue
cess along these lines is perhaps his
best service to his country and his
Church. To the Catholics of Canada
it has brought fuil political liberty by
relieving the Church of the unwelcome
necessity of expressing a preference for
either political party ; to the country
i* brought healthy political conditions
by a needed roadjustment in the re-
lationghip of the opposing parties ; and
to the Liberals of Quebec it has proved
a sure road to an bonorable and lasting
SN0CCOss,

To accomplish this was not an easy
task ; but for years he labored assidu
ously to make koown the principles of
true Liberalism and to dissipate that
feeling of distrust with which the party
was regarded. His most important
pronouncement on this subjoct is a
speech he delivered in Quebec City in
Jupe, 1877. Though he was then only
thirty-six years of age, this deliver-
ance was a remarkably able one, and is
by many regarded as his best speech.
With characteristic courage, he square
ly faced the issues then confronting
the Liberal party. (e censured the
extravagances of the early Liberals,
which had placed the party in a false
position before the people, and he
pleaded youthfnl enthnsiasm and inex
perience in attenuation of their fault.
He declared that under representative
government the party system was an
instrument of progress, and that if the
Catholies of Canada were obliged to
range themselves under the Conserva-
tive banner, they would lose their legiti-
mate influence in the government of the
country. Thus the constitution they
had striven for would be a dead letter
in their hands. Then, going to the
heart of the subject, he pointed out
that the Liberal and Conservative
ideals were as old as the world, that
they existed in every branch of human
endeavor, in art, in scieace, in litera-
ture, and so it would always be, for
some men are ever attracted by the
charm of habit ; others by the charm of
novelty. In the political sphere the
action and reaction of party upon party
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would ever sonstitute the chief agency
of progress, and in Canada as elsewhere
there was room for improvement and
need of au aggressive Liberal party.
This speech attracted much attention
and was very favorably commented on
thronghout the cot

" itry,  Buat  one

speech, however able, delivured by a
young man, who, after all, might be
speaking for himsell lone, was not
suilicien 0 change the politieal com
plexion of Quebee. Nodoubt, however,
it hastened Mr, Laurier's entrance t«
the Cabinet, which event t place
three months later. I'he Conserva
tives, under Sir .John Macdonald, kad
ruled Canada from confederation down
to 18374, In that year the Pacific scan
dal wrought the downfall of the Conser
vative ministry, and Mr. Mackenzie
became the first Liberal Premior of the
Dominion, and in 1877 he asked Mr,
Laurier to enter his Cabinet as Minis-
ter of Inland Revenue. Quebec was
itill strongly Conservative, the Mac
kenzie government was unpopular owing
to the protection sentiment in the
country, and when the new minister
returned to his constituents for re elec-

tion, as every member of the Canadian
Parliament must do when he accepts a
portfolio, the Conservatives made a de
termined offort to compass his defeat.
On the platform he was vigorously at-
tacked on the record of the govern-
ment ; in the private canvass he was

migranresanted and Tt
A I |

pow seems strange that such a cam

caln

int

paign should succeed amongst the
people who knew him so well ; but when
the ballots were counted he was found

to be in a minority of twenty-nine, It
was perhaps the severest blow that has
oever beendealt him throughout his ca
reer but he was not discouraged thereby.
A few weeks later he found a safe seat
in Qaebec Kast,which he has represented
ever since, At a reception given him
in Montreal a few days later, he de-
clared, with: a determination that is
characteristic of the man, **I have un-
furled the Liberal standard above the
ancient citadel of Qaebec, and there I
will keep it waving.”” How well he has
kept his word lot the Conservatives of
Quebec answer.

Next year the Mackenzie govern-
ment met overwhelming defeat, and the
Liberals entered the cold sbades of
opposition, where they were destined
to remain for eighteen long years.
Some time afterwards Mr. Blake, who
is now the Nationalist member for
South Longford in the Imperial House
of Commons, succeeded Mr, Mackenzie
in the leadership. Mr. Blake made
assault after assault on the Conserva-
tive stronghold, but in vain. At length
grown weary of the unequal strife, he
resigned the leadership in 1887. His
resignation was deeply regretted by
his followers, who were greatly em-
barrassed to find a suitable successor,
In this dilemma Mr, Blake himself
suggested Mr. Laurier as the man who,
in his opinion, was best fitted for the
position. Perbaps no one was more
Mr. Laurier.
With unaffected sincerity he pleaded
against the move to make him the
leader of the party. He felt that the
burden of leadership wounld tax his
strength, exhaust his slender means
and deprive him of that leisure he
desired for study and reflection. These
being personal considerations, he could
perhaps have put them aside, but he
believed that bis race and religion
were insuperable obstacles to the
success of the party under his leador
ship. Again, since the Liberal party
derived its greatest strength from
Ontario, he felt that the leader should
be chosen from that province. Bat all
his objections were overborne by the
almost unanimous desire of the caucus.
A few, however, believed that, owing
to the racial and religious tension of
the time, it was unwise from a party
standpoint to elevate a French Cath-
olic to the leadership, and the sub
sequent discussion over the Jesuit's
Estates Aot gave a momentary color to
this contention.

When the Pop» suppressed the
Jesuit order in 1773, their estates in
Canada were escheated to the crown,
and had been used subsequently to
promote public education in (Qiebeoc.
By the Act of Confederation these
estates becamo vested in the provincial
government and subject to the control of
the legislature, Under the old I'rench
regime such property would have re
verted to the Catholiec Church, and on
these grounds the Church had always
claimed these estates. When the
Jesuits were incorporated in the pro
vince in 1887, they, too, filed a claim.
As these persistent demands prejadiced
the estates, which by this time were
valued at over one million dollars, Mr.
Mercier, the provincial Premier, re-
solved to settle the question at once.
He had passed a bill glving the Jesuits

$400,000 in settlement of their elaim,
Tais sum was to be deposited till the

CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX.
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QUEEN LECOMES A CHILD OF
MARY.

The young Queen of Hp?inv has be-
come l’CMld of Mary. El Universo,
of Madrid, says : ‘‘Last Friday her
Majesty Queen Victoria, accompabied
by the Duquess de San Carlos, visited
the convent school of 1he Sacred Heart
fer the purpose of being onr'olled in
the Congregation of the Chi'dren of

. The avgust visitor was re-
ceived by the Bishop of Sion and the
Superior of the convent, with many
eoclesiastics and persons of distine
tiom. The ceremony Was performed
with geeat solewnity in the beavtiful
chape) of the convent, which was filled
by the young 1adies of the school many,
of whom wore their medals of (‘,t‘nldren
of Mary, Hymns were sung 1o Spanish
and Hoglish, and waoy tastefnl gifts
were presented to ‘the Flower of the
North ' as the Spanish people call thelr
new queen. Her majesty m-,cb;xlu-d
them with pleasure, and left wearing
her medal conspicuo:ly on her breast,
Her piety has much jmpressed her new
subjects, and has been a crushing and
eloquent rebuke to those who desire to
win distinction for themselves by per-
secuting the religious orders.

The convent of the Sacred Heart
shove referred to is a branch of the
order which has houses in almost every
part of the Christian world. Its Aca-
demies in Canada are at London, Mon-
treal, Saunlt an Recollect and Halifax.
Its system of education is recognized
as of inestimable value in every com-
munity in which a house exists, for,
not only are the secular branches at
tended to with scrupulous care, but
young lady graduates leave the insti-
tations possessed of all thote charms of
deportment which fit them to take
their place with honor in the very
highest and noblest circles of society.

———

ANGLIOCAN BISHOPS PROTEST.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Bishop of Bristol and some other
Bishops of the Church of England, have
protested against the new bymnal which
has been issued under the authority of
the English Church for use in its pub-
lic worship. The objection raised
agalnst it is that it lauds too highly
the Blessed Virgin Mary and is thus in
dsagreement with the faith of that
Ohurch as held ever since the days of
Queen Elizabeth.

It appears that this condemnation is
rather tardy, as it should have come
before the publication of the book
which the Church itself has authorized,
and it is further worthy of note t
the anthorized standards of faith, viz.,
the Articles of Religion and the Homi
lies, approved in Article 30 of the
Qhurch of England, have not a word to
say against paying due honor to the
Blessed Virgin, This is incomprehen
sible it we are to believe that it was
the intention of the founders of the
Ohureh to condemn the honor paid by
Oatholics to the Mother of God. The
fact Is, indeed, an endorsation of that
honor, for these standards are careful

4

to treat diffusely of all matters which |

their authors deemed worthy of con-
demnpation in the Catholic Church.

It was neccessary, when the wmod

ern Church of England was estabe
lished, to give some kind of ex
cuse for setting up a new relig-

jon for the people of Kogland, and
flor this reason we find in the ** Book of
Common Prayer '’ a long dissertation
on the reasons for adopting a new lit-
urgy with new ceremonies, most of the
time-honored ceremonies of the Catho-
tie Church being abolished. The peril
of idolatry is also expatiated upon in

three long bomilies, covering eighty-
one pages, in a book of five hundred
and sixteen pages ; but there is not one
page devoted niog how far the |

it God should be

Blessed Mary M

honored or dis wred to meet the

views of the sapient monarchs Queen
Blizabeth and her Churech makers who
jssued the Book of Homilies. Could
any fact be more suggestive that the
practice of ( atholies in honoring the
Blessed Virgin was worthy of imitation
by those of the new erced ? It would
seem, therefore, that the protesting

Bishops are they who are really depart.
ing from their standards of faith to
pander to the clamor of.a faction in
the Church.

It is trune that recent Van Avpglican
Oounells have condemned ‘* Mariola
try,” which means
offered to Mary. But this is evidently
an afterthonght aimed against the Oath
olie Okurch, Besides, it must be re
membered, that it was explicitly de-
olared from the beginning that the
Pav-Anglican Councile were not one
dowed with any authority to make
dogmatical decrees. This was eoven
evident from their pature, for they
bave been composed of the Bishope of

divine worship

several independent Churches which
have no control over each other, and
could pot bind each other in any re
spect, viz., the Churches of Eogland,
the Eplscopal Churches of Ireland and
Sootland, the Protestant Episcopal
Chuareh of the United States, and the
British Colonial Churches.

Morever, it is admitted, even by the
most earnest advocates of Charch
authority in these churches, that, taken
altogether, these Knglish - speaking
Churches constitute only a branch of
the Universal Church. Catholics and
Greeks, or Oriental schismatics, do not
at all recognize this branch theory.
Bat,! admitting it for the nonce, &
branch or half a dozen or more branches
do not constitute the tree, so that the
dogmatic pronouncements of such a
Council are of no authority on dogma
in the universal Church of Christ.

But it would be useless to argue this
view of the question further, as the
Pan-Anglican decree has really no tar-
get at which it is aimed. It is well
known to the world now that the Cath-
olic Church never did, and does not,
offer divine worship to the Mother of
God, which wonld be Mariolatry, The
Dlessed Virgin is honored as the great-
est among God’s saints, in accord-
ance with the words of St, Paul:
(Rom, ii. 10) : ** But glory and honor
and peace to every one that worketh
good,”” Hence the Blessed Virgin is
honored, as God Himself honored her
by the mouth of the Archangel Gabriel,
who was sent by God to address her
thus : ‘* Hail full of grace, the Lord
is with thee : Blessed art thou among
women . . . Fear not, Mary, for
thon hast found grace with God."”
(Sv. Luke ii, 28, 30.)

The Blessed Virgin Mary herself,
moved by the inspiration of the Holy
Ghost, also declared that *‘ From
henceforth all generations shall call me
blessed, because He that is mighty
hath done great things to me, and Holy
is His name.” (v. v. 48, 49)

We cannot suppose that the passages
in the hymnal, objected to by the Arch
bishop and his colleagues, are any
stronger in praise of Mary than are
these passages of Holy Secripture, and
in making objection to them these pre
lates practically object against Holy
Writ itself.

Sepse———

PATRIOTIO OLERGY.

A despatch from Rome states that a
representative of the Journal of Italy
(Giornale d'Italia) had an interview with
M. Briand, the French Miaister of
Education, who is now notorious for his
blasphemy against the Divine Re-
deemer. M. Briand professes great
sympathy with the French clergy as
patriotic men who are subjected to
very hard trials brought upon them by
the turbulent Pope, and declares that
there is much discontent among
e adds, that
the Vatican is much mistaken if it im
agines that the tolerance shown by the
French government arises from weak
ness,

them on this aceount.

The application of the new law,
he says, is working satisfactorily with-
out persecution on the part of the
Government, or rebellion from the ('ath-
olics,

It is a new discovery on M. Briand's
part that the French priests are pa-
triots | It was the very positive state-
ment, but a very short time ago, that
the clergy were plotting for the over-
throw of the Republic, and it was the
excuse for the forced closing of all the
Catholie schools in France, that being
under control of the clergy they were a
centre for the vearing of a population
hostile to the Government, and it was
M. Briand himself who told the new
teachers at Amiens a few weeks ago
that they were model teachers for the
nation : and why ? Because they are
faithful to the Government, it being
implied that the religions oiders were
sowers of the bad seed of monarch.
ism and anti- Republicanism.

It was a lie in the very beginning
that the Concordat authorized the Gov-
ernment to nominate Bishops without
the Pope, and since that lie was uttered,
it has been impossible to keep track of
the maltitude of lies with which the
Government has endeavored to put it-
sell in the right in the minds of the
people of France.
Pope Pins X, has throughount this
whole controversy preserved a benign
yet most dignified demeanor. When
accused of being an enemy of France,
and the puppet of the Triple Alliance,
he calmly called upon bis maligners to
show one word or deed of his which
could be interpreted as an act of bos-
tility to France. Such word or deed
could not be brought forward, and his
maligners hid tbemselves behind the
rampart of silence, because they were
unable to accept the challenge.
Indeed, the French clergy are what
M. Briand now calls them, patriotic
men. But we can penetrate his motive
for thus calling them. Ile hopes to get
some of them to avoid persecution by
following his dictation that he may
establish a schism in France to the
great injury of religion—but in this it
is pot to be expected that he will
They are their
country, M. Briand now says. They
would not be so if they were traitors to
their God and faith.
S
T0 THE ABYSS OF INFIDELITY.
Bishop Daomoulin, in a sermon
preached recently in St, James (Angli-
can) Cathedral, Toronto, referring to

the state of religion in both England
and France, said :

ithirl ¢

succeed, faith!

*“It is not in heathen lands that we
have most to fear for the progress of
the Gospel of Christ, but in lands that
have been Christian, where there is a
daoger of apostacy.’’

Continuing his discourse he referred
to the present day tendency to infidel-
ity in both these countries, and especi-
ally of the conditions existing in France,
which country appears to be on the
high road to the total repudiation of
God,

The Bishop's remarks are fully justi-
fied by the tendercy of legislation in
France, especially during the last
quarter of a century, the beginning of
which was characterized by the estab-
lishment of godless education, a step
which was followed by the violent sup
pression of all schools in which the doc
trines of Chbristianity were taunght.
The way was thus prepared for the
present condition of affairs, when the
government feels that it may safely go
farther, and openly proclaims its inten-
tion to drive our Saviour out of the
land, as it has already driven Him from
the hospitals, asylums and schools. By
this astuteness a generation of infidels
has been reared, and the country is
ready, apparently, for the last extreme
Bat we still have confidence that the
devotedness of the clergy will work to
re establish faith, and that the trials
which religion is now undergoing will
purify the atmosphere and bring back
that reverence for religion which was
formerly a characteristic of the French
people.

The Bishop next spoke of the symp-
toms of the same tendency which are
found in Kngland in the movement for
the disestablishment and disendowment
of the KEstablished Church, and by the
recent attacks made npon the Church
schools where religions instruetion was
given, as countained in the English
Education Bill which was recently
brought up in the British Parliament
by the Government, but was defeated
owing to the adverse action of the
House of Lords.

Concerning this bill it is to be re
marked that it was favored by the non-
Conformists. We cannot suppose that
it was the actual intention of this body
to favor infidelity by championing the
bill, yet this would be the ivevitable
result of passing it in its original form,
almed as it was for the abolition of re-
This

ligious teaching in the schools.

i willnot only bate religion and monarchy,
{ but they will hate all rule and restrsint
~and within a fow years that orce model
and really religions country will be a
sink of corruption, without God, with-
out morality, that is to say, if the
present Government be allowed to have
ite way. Bat it is fast coming to the
end of its tether, and we cannot be-
lieve that the present conditions can
last long.

As to M. Briand's new statement to
the effect that the Pope is responsible
for the present situation, it Is nnneces-
sary to refote this falsehood again, as
it has been rciuted so often., In the
whole coarse of the controversy on the
subject of the soparation of Oburch and
State, the French Covernment has en-
deavored to fortify itsell behind en~
trenchments of lies-

1.ies in front of them,
Lies on each eide of thew

Liee all around thom

The teachers who are ncw employed
in bringiog up the rising generation
are directly under the iron hand of M.
Briand, and it Is no wonder that they

| are men and women according to l.iw‘
own heart. But we:know what kind of a
generation they will raise-—a generation
of red Republicans and Anarchists who

| must be said, however, in favor of the
| Gove rnment, that when this danger was
pointed out, the bill was very muct

| modified, it

being discovered that

Anglicans and Catholics were alike
indignant at the threatened confiscation
of their schools, and in its modified
form it was still objectionable in many
respects, Nevertheless, concessions
were made which rendered it loss radi-
cal and less objectionable than at first,
But so numerous were the changes
made ia it by the House of Lords, that
no compromise could be made between
the two Houses of Parliament, and the
bill was finally dropped. It remains to
be seen whether it will be introduced
anew during the next session of Parlia-
ment,

To our mind, the defection of many
of the Anglican and other Protestant
olergy from a belief in the fundamental
doctrines of Christianity is a much
more decisive symptom of & departure
towards infidelity in KEogland than
those mentioned by Bishop Dam oulin.
We have had recently many evidences
of this, and among them was the sign-

prominent Anglican divines advising
the clergy of that church not to base
their faith in Christianity on the his-
torical accuracy of the New Testament.
The unconcealed purpose of this decu-
ment was to throw a doubt upon the
New Testament so far as it is histori-
cal, and especially on the miracles re-
lated therein.

That this sort of denial or doubt of
the historical truth of the New Testa:
ment saps the foundation of Christian
ity is evident from what St. Paul says
of Christ's resurrection from the dead’
which is one of the truths most earn-
estly assailed by the doubters. But
the inspired Apostle says:

‘ For to this end Christ died and
rose again; that He might be Lord
both of the dead ard the livivg.”
(Rom. xiv. 9) and,

** But if there be no resurrection of
the dead, then Christ is not risen
again. And if Christ be not risen
again, then is our preaching vain, and
your faith is also vain.,”” (1 Cor. xv.
1315)

Also of the general resurrection of
mankind the Apostle says :

“ Now if Christ be preached that
He arose again from the dead, how do
some of you say that there is no resur-
rection of the dead ?'’ (verse 12 )

THE CHURCH ORISIS IN FRANCE.

We have received several communie-
ations on the Church difficulty in
France, from societies and individuals,
who are honestly indignant at the out-
rageous action of the French Govern:
ment, and who propose drastic mears of
bringing the infidel rulers to a sense of
duty and right. However, our duty is
to keep our readers posted as to the
real facts of the persecution, and to
show how wigely and patiently the Holy
Father has acted, and how the Secretary
of State, Cardinal Merry del Val, has
met the violent actions of the Infidel
Government. Hence we publish the
protest which the latter has seant to
the diplomatic representatives of the
Holy See after the expulsion of Mgr.
Montagnini by order of French Gov-
ernment ; and also the main points of
the New Bill in France, which is as
bad as the old.

In the account of the eviction of the
venerable Sulpician Fathers and their
students, we are told that the English
and American students claimed the
protection of their respective Govern-
ments, but we regret that no atteation
was given to the matter. Under these
circumstances our friends will see how
impossible it is to make room for all
the correspondence and resolutions
and olippings sent to us on this im.
portant question.

The following is a copy of the pro-
test, which is taken from the Osserva-
tore Romano of December 22nd :

¢ The Cardinal Secretary of State
has sent to all the Diplomatic Repre-
sentatives of the Holy See, in order
that they may communicate the same
to the governments to which they are
accredited, a protest against the per
quisition carried out by order of the
French Government in the Palace of
the Poatifical Representation at Paris,
against the taking away of varions
documents and the violent expulsion
of Mgr. Montagnini.

““ The protest emphasises the out-
rageous character of these acts, with-
out paraliel in our own time among
civilized pations, which are accus
tomed, even when diplomatic relations
bet #een them have ceased, to respect
the residences and more especially the
archives of foreign representatives. The
removal of the catalogne of the acts of
the nunciature of Mgr. Clari and Mgr.
Lorenzelli, and of a cipher, by means
of which the French Government, with
the copies preserved in the telegraph
offices, will be enabled to take a cogni-
sance of all the telegraphie correspon
dence in cipher between the Holy See
and Mgr. Lorenzelli, is a most serious
offence not only to the Holy See but to
all civil powers, to whose deepest in
terest it is that diplomatic secrets
should be re:pected.

‘ The Holy See also protests tho
violation on the part of the Kranch
Government of an indisputable right of
the Supreme Pontiff, a right inherent
to his c(flice as Supreme Head of the
Chureh—that of corresponding either
d rectly or by means of special persons
with the Catholies of the whole world,
be they Bishops or simple taithful, in
all thiogs relating to the spiritual
welfare ot Catholics.

““The Cardinal Secretary of State
then declares destitute of all founda
tion the pretext a'leved by the French
Government for its action ; for Mgr.
Montagnini made no eommunieation to
the three cures prosecuted for violating
the law ot 1005,

‘*The representatives of tha Holy
See have furthermore received a circu-
lar setting forth the motives of the
policy hitherto folloved by the Holy
See with regard to the French Govern-
ment in what coneerns the application
of the law of 1905.

‘“ The motives are so serious and so
evident as to leave no ground for an
accusation against the Holy See of
intransigence or unjust hostility to the
French Government in condemning the
associations cultuelles, For ia these
no account was taken of the essential
rights of the Church, springing from
its very constitotion, sach as those
appertaining to the ecclesiastical hier
archy established by its Divine Foun
der, as the basis of the organization of
the Church itself. For not only on the
associations in gquestion were conferred
rights belonging exclusively to the
ecclesiastical anthority in the exercise
of public worship, in the possession
and adwministration of ecclesiastical

ing of an appeal by & large number of

property, but the associatione them.

selves were removed from and made
independent of the ecclesiastical hier-
archy, and subjected jostead to the
jurisdiction of the lay suthority. It is
clear that the Supreme Pontiff could
not, without failing in the duties in
herent to his office as Head of the
Church and violating the fundamental
dogmatic principles of the Chureh,
approve of the formation of these
associations.

* The same may be said of the Cir-
cular of the Minister, M. Briand, dated
the 1st of the current December. For,
apart from all other considerations, the
Holy See could not in any way admit
the unjust and intolerable conditions
imposed by this ocircular on the minis
ters of religion in the exercise of their
winistry. To prove this, it will be
enough to cite the following disposi
tien: ‘ The parish priest (in the
church) shall be merely an occupier
without juridical title. He shall be
without power to perform any act of
administration—still less shall he be
competent to eflect any disposition
(di compire alcun atto di disposizione) "
* All this shows clearly that the
Holy Bee has done only its strict duty
in giviog the instructions it has given
to the French clergy. Were the Gov
ernment, in a fairer spirit, to create
for the Church in France a situation
which at least did not ipjure its essen-
tial rights, the Holy See, while not
admitting the prineciple ‘of separation,
conld tolerate such a situation in order
to avoid great evils, as it has done in
other countries.’’

ABERDEEN'S INTERVIEW
WITR POPE PIUS X.

LORD

The Holy Father had an interview on
Jan. 3 with the Earl of Aberdeen, who
is now Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.
His Lordship was admitted to a private
audience, and a long conversation was
held between them, during which the
Pope is reported as having said :

“* There are no better Catholies than
the Irish Catholics, whether in Ireland
or abroad."”

It is evident that the Ioly Father
has kept himself well informed as to
the history of Ireland's trials at home,
and their conduct and career in all
parts of the world to which they have
migrated, during the sixty years while
the country was being depopulated by
the long continued emigration of the
Irish people to England, the United
States, Canada, Australia, and even
South America. In all these countries
they have kept the Catholic faith alive
ip their hearts, and practiced it openly
80 as to be an example of fidelity to
God to all the nations in which they
have settled. They are everywihere,
good citizens and good Christians, and
nowhere has this been more mani-
fastly proved to be the case than in
North America, where they have pros-
pered beyond all expectation, and
where even their political power is felt
and respected. The race has indeed
been blessed with temporal prosperity,
and thus has the justice of God been
fally vindicated even on earth. We
know by faith that the wrongs which
are perpetrated on earth will be re
versed in the life hereafter, and God's
justice will appear to all men. But
the wrongs of Ireland are being re-
dressed even on earth through the
special intervention of Providence.
Ireland itself has become more pros-
perous of late years through the fidel-
ity of the Irish people to their religion,
which was the reason of their suffer
ings of the past. Bat the descendants
of the Irish people, who are now to be
counted by millions, who have made
their homes in foreign lands, are pros-
perous and bhappy and are epjoying
that freedom in the exercise of their
religious worship which was denied
them at home for more than three cen-
turies.

The blessing of God has followed the
Irish race wherever it dwells, and the
time is at hand when it will be in all
probability as prosperous, happy, and
contented at home as it is now abroad.

The Holy Father is evidently aware
of all this, and has made known to
Lord Aberdeen his opinion of the Irish
people, .ounded upon his knowledge of
their virtues and piety.

Lord Aberdeen has entered upon the
office of Lord Lientenant of Ireland
under favorable auspices. Hiwmself and
his estimable lady are well beloved by
the Irish people, and, we doubt not, he
will administer the duties of his high
office as Lord Lieutenant with wisdom
and benevolence, such as will make him
dearer than ever to the people among
whom he has taken up his residence
once more.

——

THE DIGNITY OF M. BRIAND.

M. Briand's speeches on the position
taken by the Pope in reference to tbe
persecution waged by the French Gov-
ernment upon the Church and the
whole Catholic body, would be amusing
it they were not criminal and calum
nious,

Daring the debate in the Chamber of
Deputies on December 28th, this
strange specimen of a Minister of Edu-
cation and Public Worship, repeatedly
assured the Deputies of the Govern-
ment's determination not to sacrifice
its dignity by abandoniog the proposed
reforms, which consist in the wholesale

robbery of the Church ot Christ, and of
property consecrated to Almighty God,

And this buffoonery was applanded by
the sell-seeking majority of the blook,
or that combination of opposite policies
which maintains the Government,
But what is more impudently false ir
M. Briand's statement that the * Vat-
ican evidently desires persecation |’
On what ground is such a statement
made? It is, indeed, but a climax to the
long catalogue of impudent falsekoods
made by members of the Atheistic Gov-
ernment since the war upon the Church
was begun.

It is well known to every one whe
has followed the history of the law of
separation of Church and State, that:
the blame for every movement agalnsi
religion made by the French Goverm
ment has been thrown upon the Pope.
Even if the Pope were as guilty as this
combination of liars pretend, it would
be no excuse for depriving Frenchmex
of their property, for the churches are
truly their property, as even the Con
stituent Assembly of France acknowi-
edged more than cne hundred year:
ago, when it was decided under th¢
Consulship of Napoleon I, tv restors re
ligion which had been abolished by the
Jacobin rulers of the nation.

It was agreed to by France and Pope«
Pivs VII, that those who had por-
chased the property cf the Church fron
the government shounld not be disturbed
but ttat as restitotion in part for
the properties conflscated the churche:
unsold should be restored, and kepr
in repair by the Government and smal!
salaries paid by the Government
the clergy, amounnting in all to a liti.
more than 1 per cent. on the value of
the sequestered property. But ever
this could not be properly called =
restitution, for much larger salarie:
were paid to Protestant ministers and
Jews who bad no suchk claim on th
nation as had the Catholie Chureh.
Apd it is by the viclent robbery of
this pittance of salary, and the seizure
of the property of all French Cathclies
that M. Briavd declares the Govern

ment will maintain its digoity !
This is as farcical as  the
wapper in  which the Republic

of 170 waintained its dignity by the
repudiation of its own paper money.
Pius X. does not seek persecutiom for
himself or his faithfal followers, but he
and they are ready to endure persecn-
tion for their divine Master's sake, Wh«
said :

‘‘ Blessed are they that suffer perse
cution for justice sake : for theims i:
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are y«
when they shall revile you and perse-
cate you and speak all that is evil
against you uniruly for My sake. Be
glad and rejoice, for your reward is

verv great in heaven.” (St Matthew
v. 1012)

The dignity of the rulers of he
French Republio is that of a Nere, a
Decius, a Diocletian : that of Pope
Pins X. is that of a St. Paul or a 8i.
Sebastian, ard it I8 this latter digunit;
which will prevail in the end.

MEN OF MARK.

Few things give us as much pleasur:
as to note the advance in to positions of
prominence our Irish Catholiec fellow-
countrymen, This pleasure is enhanced
when we know them to be men of the
sterling mould, broad minded, honest
‘and patriotie, disdaining the patriotism
that ocomes from the lips outwards.
At the moment we bave two men in our
mind who have quite recently been
given positions of honor, Mr. I}'Arcy
Scott, of Ottawa, who has been elected
mayor of our capital city, and Mr.
Chas. R. Devlin, who has been returned
by a large majority to represent the
French constituency of Nicolet in the
House of Commons. Both are young
men, but, nevertheless, their career:
80 far give us assurance that they will
yet attain the top round of tbe ladder
and take their places with the best and
the noblest in the land. Men of sueh
mould are nation builders, refleeting
honor upon their country and giving
cause for pride in the minds of ¢he
class from which they come.

THEY CALL IT CONFISCATION.

What wounld we think of a band of
outlaws, who, having been caught in
the act of holding up and robbing
a train, were brought to trial and con-
demned to prison for a number of years
and being asked il thoy had any state-
ment to make before the sentence was
pronounced, proclaimed that they were
innocent of robbery, that they merely
¢ confiscated '’ certain property found
on the passengers. M. Briand, the
French Minister of Education, is, from
the view point of the moral law, in a
position precisely similar to that oeca-
pied by the western bandits. Advices
from Paris, dated the 8th of January,
tell us that the infidel Frenoh Minister
of Education had taken possession of
the Bishops' mansions and the rector-
fes and seminaries. It is further am-
nounced that these prope:rties will In
futare be devoted to edacational and
musenm purpo:es. While the members of
the Frenoch Government, all and sing-
ular, may proclaim to the world * We
Conflscate, '* the Christian sentd-

ment of the world in reply will eay
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THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

“ You rob.” Heory and Cromwell, and
all the other so-called reformers in
Eogland, three huodred years ago
and more, likewise gave the name
“ gonfiscation '’ to the escapades un-
dertaken to enrich themselves and
their relatives and friends, but their
doings have come down to us under the
heading of * robbery,” and, as the
ocenturies go by, students of Knglish
history will be inclined to call it
by that name. The well dressed
and highly educated gentleman who
takes the property of another is no
better than the thug who sandbags
and robs & man he meets on the street.
But, then, what do the infidels of France
care for the moral law. The day of
reckoning, however, will come, and
when France emerges from its leth.
argy, Briand and his associates will be
relegated to that contempt and ob-
scurity which they so richly deserve,

THE PREMIER O0F CANADA.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE SIX,

ness, he now adopted that policy him-
self, not, we may believe, as an end,
but a8 a means to an
which is the political upion of the
British Ewpire. But Laurier refussd
te pledge C ia to any sch
would in the least abridge her auton
omy. Again and again he bas declared
that the British Empire is great and
united because its statesmen were wise

end,

that

forget himsell,
lievea,”
eloquence
eflect,”

This incident also illustrates the
contemptible tactics sometimes re-
sorted to in Canada to injure a politi-
cal opponent,

Sir Wilfrid Lauarier has delivered
many notable speeches in his time,
The one on politieal liberalism has
been referred to above. His oration
on the death of Gladstone was perhaps
the best that the death of that states
man evoked, and was widely commented
on throughout the Knglish speaking
world. His speech on the death of
Queen Victoria wns a comprehensive
review of the great material and con-
stisational advancement of that long
reign, His most brilliant discourse
was delivered in the Hounse of Commons
in 1886, It was & most severe arraign-
ment of the government of the day for
the maladministration that had pro
voked the North West rebellion of the
year before. His speech of two years
ago delivered when introducing legis
lation establishing the new provinces
was a fervent expositivn of the neces
sity of religious instruction in the
schools.

Oune of the most prominent traits of
his character is a ‘parawount sense of
right and a’ hatred of injustice and
oppression. Lincola’s heroic struggle
against slavery fascinated his youth,
aud the life and work of that statesman

‘I would not have be-
he said in apology, ‘' that
could produce such an

remain for him an unrfailing sou

ioterest and study. Likewise Ireland's
struggle for Home Rule has always en-
listed his sympathy and enthusiastic
support, and on several occasions he

enough to adopt the principle of colon- | bas raised his voice in support of reso
ial self-government, which bad resulted | lutions passed by the Canadian Houce

not in the independence of the colonies,
»8 had been predicted, but in a clo-er
attachment to the motherland. Besides,
Canadians had to make a struggle for
Home Rule in 1837, and to accept Mr.
Ohamber!ain's policy of political union
would seem to them a retrograde step.

Bir Wilfrid Laurier's health was much
mmpaired while in Europe, and he re
turned to Canada weak and worn. His
spirit, however, was undaunted, fcr at
a reception given bim in Cttawa on bis
return he declared that he bad come
home to work, But for wany months
his bealth was very poor, and it was
thounght that his early retirement was
inevitable. But gradually his strength
returned, and ever since he has worked
hard in discharge of the many arduous
duties and responsibilities of his posi
tion, He is now sixty five years of
age, and, though somewhat f{rail in
body, his mind is clear and his facal
ties unimpaired. Never before was he
more completely master of his party or
more respected and honored through-
out the country., How much longer he
will remain Premier will, of course,
primarily depend on his health, for his
party is most anxious to retain his ser-
vices as long as possible, Always re
served in personal matters, he has
given no intimation that he desires to
retire. On the contrary, he seems to
take a keen delight in life, its work
and struggles. Quite recently he de-
clared he would gladly forego all his
achievements, if he could only be a
young man again. No doubt the great
progress of Canada in recent years be
gets in him a desire to linger cn the
stage that he may see at least a partial
fruition of the roseate future he fore-
sees for his native land.

Though Sir Wilfrid Laurier is en:
dowed with many and various talents,
it is perhape that he is
especially distinguished. He has a
rich, well-modulated voice, a charm of
manner, and a dignity of bearing that
captivate an aodience at once. (is
Epglish is remarkably clear and simple,
his argument logical and convincing.
fle does not write his speeches, but
contents himsell with thinking earn
estly over bis subject aad marshalling
his arguments, leaving the ochoice of
wozds to the inspiration of the moment.
This freedom from notes brings him
into closer touch with his audience,
and multiplies the eflectiveness of his
appeal. His speeches reveal au intim
ate knowledge of bhistorv and the best
literature, and it is easy to believe
that if he bad not engsged in politics
he would bave distingnished himself as
an historian. The bistorical allusions
wd precedents of bhis =peeches are
always happy and well chosen, and
this faculty enables him to get intim-
ately in touch with any audience,
whether in Quebec, Toronto, London
or Paris. He elevates and adorns
every subject he treats, and best dis
plays the great resource and beauty of
bis eloquence when battling for right
and justice. His power to sway the
emotions of an audience was well
illustrated by an incident that took
place in the House of Commons about
two years ago. Lord Dundonald, who
distinguished himself as a cavalry
loader in the Boer war, was subse
jnently appointed commander of Cana-
iian militia, Bat the noble lord and
he Minister of Militia did not agree,
and Lord Dondonald was dismisted by
the government. In making explana-
tions in the H use, Bir Willrid Laurier
said the whole trouble was probably
due to the fact that Lord Dundonald,
beirg a stranger, did not unders:and
Usanadian conditions. Unfortunately,
however, through a slip of the tongue,
which was probably due to the fact
that in French—which after all, is his
mother tongue—the word for fore guer
and the word for stranger are the same,
he designated Lord Dandonald a
foreigner. Though the objsctionable
word was scarcely utterod before it
was withdrawn, the original expression
was given a disloyal interpretation by
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orator

- certain persons, and **foreigner’’ be

came a by word throaghout the country.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier does not believe in
eorrecting the frequent misrepresenta
tions of the press and resolved to
ignore the incident. But his followers
invisted that he make explanations, and
when he did he spoke with much
warmth, When he finished, vhe Liber-
al members rose to A man and cheered
lastily for several minntes. When he
recovered himssif, one menber, a quiet
Scotchman eighty years of age, found
himselt standing on his desk, hat in
hand. He was sorry for vioiating the
decorum of the House, but was st a
loss to explain how he could so far

of Commons praying the Imperial Par-
liament to grant Ireland self-govern-
ment. All his sywmpathies are broad
and comprehensive, He loves Canada
and the British Enpire, but he has also
a deep love for the land of his ances-
tors, and an uofailing admiration for
the great republic to the south.

In correspondence with bis rich
mental endowment, Sir Wilfrid Laurier
posserses many marvellous physical
gifts. He has & face of classic feature
and rare charm of countenance. In
figure he is tall, slender and graceful.
The most casual stranger meeting him
on the street would be impel'ed to turn
around and inquire who was the person
who bad just passed. Buat his health
has never been robust, and at all times
he has been obliged to husband his
strength. This renders more meritori
ous the arduous labors he has per
formed. However, when occasion de-
mands, he manifests an energy and an
activity that is surprisiog. His unfail
ing courtesy and rellnement of manner
charm everyone with whom he comes in
contact. But so many people are prone
to believe that courtesy and good man-
ners denote effeminacy, and that rude-
ness is synonymous with strength, that
for several years it was the habit of his
opponents to represent him as a
mere amiable figurehead, a man of
polished manners, but utterly lacking
in firmness and strength. This concep
tion of his character is now no longer
entertained, but one equally absurd has
taken its place. He isnow depicted by
his opponents as an autocrat, a czar,
who forced an unwilling party to swal
low Separate school legislation. In
1806 he was represented as an anti-
clerical champion ; now he is said to be
the willing servant of *‘the hierarchy.’
It is scarcely necessary to say that all
these criticisms are equally absurd,

His has been a singularly unselfish
career. IJe has never lobbied for pro
motion, and it may safely be said that
he would lightly regard any honor that
came through intrigoe, self-advertising
or solicitation. To do the duty of the
hour and let the futare take care of it
self has ever been his rule of life. He
has no personal enemies and seems to
move on a plane above the petty bick-
erings and jealousies of political life.
In the midst of the worries and petty
vexations of polities, he is always serene,
calm and self-contained. The advice
he gave the young men of a Liberal
club in Montreal reveals his philosophic
temperament : ‘* Let me give you a
word of good counsel, During your
career you will have to suffer many
things which will appear to yon as
supreme injastice, Let me say to you
that yon should never allo ¢ your relig
fous convictions to be effected by any-
thing which appears to you an irjas
tice. Let me ask of yon never to
allow your religious convictions to be
affsoted by the acts of men. Your con-
viotions are immortal; your convictions
are not only immortal, but their base
is eternal. Let your convictions be
always calm, serene aud superior to the
inevitable trials of life, and show to
the world that Catholicism is compat
ible with the exeroise of iiberty in its
highest acceptation.’’

Sir Wilfrid Laurier is essentially re-
ligious in temperament. He bhas a
deep respect for the faith in which he
was born, and as grc 8 contempt for
those who needlessly drag religion into
political contests. On one ocecaslon,
when rebuking his opponents for harp
ing too much on religion, he declared
that he bad too much respect for the
faith in which he was born to use it as
the base of a political organization, It
is said that in early life his disposition
to seek a reason for everything in the
moral as well as in the physical world
caused him grave doubt and dis-
quietude. Buat in later years study,
experience and reflection bave brought
peace and content. In a speech which
he delivered in QQaebee in 1894 he gave
expression to his religions ideals in the
following pasiage :

¢ In religion [ belong to the school
of Montalembert and Lacordaire, of the
men who were the greatest perbhaps
of their age in loftiness of character
and nobility of thought. I know of no
grander spectacle than that of Mon-
talembert and Lacordaire, two adoles
cents, two children almost, undertak
ing to conguer in France freedom of
education, and succeedicg in thelr ob
ject alter many years of strogele. I
know of no finer spoctacle than that
turnished by Montalembert oonfront-
ing the French boargeoisie,impregoated
as they were with that dlsolving
materialism, the Voltairean skepticism
of the eighteenth century, and exolaim.

of |

ing: ‘We are the sons of the
Crusaders and shall npot retreat
before the sons of Voltaire.,' [ know
of no grander or more beauti-

ful spectacle than that of Lacordaire
proclaiming from the pulpit of Notre
Dame the truths of Christianity to the
incredulons erowd, and teaching them
that life is a sacrifice and Is only ren
dered worthy by duty accomplished.”

To those honored with his friendship
the depth and richnese of his nature
become more and more apparent, He
is always modest and kind, has ap
abounding charity tor the failings of
others, is every ready to pardon in
jaries, and detests all that is vile,
gross, or debasing. His innate good
oess of heart may be irferred trom the
following extract from one of his
speeches : ** In all the difficulties, all
the pains and all the vicissitudes of our
situation let us always remember that
love is better than hatred and faith
better than doubt, and let us hope in
our future destinies be the pillar of
fire to guide os inour career.’’

A consideration of his character and
endowment affords a sense of comple.
tion and perfect balance that is rarely
m=t with even in great men. Theclose
inquisition of politieal opponentsduring
many years has failed to reveal even
ouve of those minor failings or eccentri
cities that lean to virtue's side. In
him a strong will, dominated and con-
trolled by reason, curbs all impetuosity
of passion and extravagance of imagin
ation, sentiment or .IAI‘L'IA:ILIU» ill Ve
clash and excitement of political de-
bate he is never beguiled into saying
more or less than he intended to sa,,
vor does the importunity of office seek-
ers ruflls his temper or exhaust his pa
tience, His public and private life are
alike irreproachable. In amaterial age
he shows a fine disregard for wealth
and vulgar ostentation. le is abstem
fous in his habits, simple and demo
cratic in his ways and moderate in
everything. Canadians, irrespective of
class or creed, feel a legitimate pride
in his talents and svccesses. Nor can
it be successfully maintained that near
ness of view or natiooal predilection is
entirely responsible for this judgment.
Andrew Carnegie, who knows intimat
ely most of the eminent men of the
present, has recently declared that Sir
Wilfrid Laurier is one of the five great
est men he has mct,

In his conduct of public affairs, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier has been eminently
constructive and progressive. A
vigorous imwigration policy is filliog
up the North-West provinces and infns-
ing commercial life and vigor into the
whole Dominion. The initiation of the
Grand Trunk Pacific scheme three
years ago marked the beginning of au
era of unprecedented ra'lway construe-
tion. The foreign trade of Canada has
doubled within the last tean years,
capital and labor were never more
busily epgaged than at present, and
national wealth is greatly increased
Aund stimulated by this material pro-
gress a vigorous national spirit is
developing. How Sir Willrid Laurier
views the newer questions of govern
ment ownership and operation of rail
ways, the maunicipalization of publie
utilities and the control of excessive
fortunes is largely a matter of conjec-
ture, for, with a reserve that is char
acteristic, he does not reveal his opin
ions on subjects that do not come
before him for settlement. He is
understood, however, to be opposed to
government operation of railways and
the oatiopalization of telegraph and
telephone lines. But this is largely
because the wisdom and necessity of
these undertakings have not yet been
fully demonstrated. Ilis whole career
is that of a msn who reverences tne
authority of the past, who would no.
mar the evolution of society by ex
treme or abrapt changes, who waits
till the time is ripe ** and in its season
brings the law.”’

Being a man of peace, he has always
labored diligently for the abatement of
religious and racial prejudices and for
the consolation of the various elements
of the confederation by the fostering of
a truly national spirit. By his great
abilities and the sobriety of his life he
compelled the respect and ocnquered
the admiration ot Eoglish speakiog Can-
adians. By demonstrating in himself
the great possibilities of his race he has
made the French Canadians more re
spected throaghout the Dominion, and
has taught them that they may follow
where he has led. Besides, he embod-
ies in himself the leading characteris
tiocs of the two races. He has the bril.
liancy and artistic temperament of the
one race, and the steadiness and per-
sistence of the other. In this let us
hope he is typical of the future Oana-
dian. All his hopes and aspirations are
contained in his inspiring message to
the Acadians of Nova Scotia:

“Thank Providence,’’ he said, * that
we live in a country of absolute free-
dom and liberty. Let us always bear
in mind our duties, for daty is always
inherent in right. Our fathers had to
labor to securo those rights, Now let
us fulfil our part. Three years ago,
when visiting KEvogland at the Qaeen's
Jubilee, I had the privilege of visiting
one of the marvels of Gothic architec-
tare which the hand of genius, gunided
by an unerring faith, had made a har
monious whole, in which granite,
marble, oak and other materials were
blended. This cathedral is an image
of the nation I hope to see Canada be
come. As long as I live, as long as I
have the power to labor in the service
of my country, [ shall always repel the
idea of changing the nature of its
diflerent elements. I want the marble
to remain the marble; I want the
granite to remain the granite ; I want
the oak to remain the oak ; I want the
sturdy Scotchman to remwain the
Scotchman ; I want the brainy English-
man to remain the Englishman ; I want
the warm hearted Irishman to remain
the Irishman : I want to take all thete
elementa and build a nation that will
be foremost among the great powers of
the world."”’

Live to-day as though it were the
only day youn had to live. This ia the
secret of the forceful life: the life of
vitality and beauty ; the only life that
is worth while,

THE FRENCH GOVERNMERI'S
NEW BILL
The latest measure of the French

Government, in spite ol its professions
of concession and its fresh rigors for
the Church, has not been meeting with
mwuch of a welcome. Probably because
it is not drastic enough the Radicals of
the Lelt have declared that it is barely
acceptable, but they are willing to |
agres o it, as they would to anything |
that marked a step forward in the cam
paign against religion, On the other
haud, the Liberal group of the Chamber
on Toursday in last week determined
to protest against ** the consecration of
spolistion and the organisation of
schism "' embodied in its provisions,
Nor is this the Government s ouly diffi-

NEW FRENCH BILL

out imperilling her existence |
divine institation, The Church ecould |
not prevent the unjust spoilation in |
progress, As for the proposed cultural
associations, they wero contrary to the
ecclesiastical hierarchy given to the
Church by the Divine I"'ounder Himself.

The Pope condemned them, in spite
of the material injuries involved at the
hands of the Government,

NDEMNS CULTURAL ABBOCIATION

' Besides the law counferred on the
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which appertain alone to ecclesiastical
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The test of the new French Bill has
baen under close study by the Roman
authorities, and a short semi official
note was issued on the 20th, giving the
view of the Vatican upon it. This note
was in the following terms : ¢ The
new bill of the French Government is
inspired by the same principles as the
torwmer acts of the Clemenceau Cabinet,
pawely, the maximum of oppression of
the Chureh and the minimum of appear-
ance of oppression. Indeed, the bill
aggravates in the most serious manner
the former situation of the Church in
everything which is not immediately
under the eyes of the public, as, for
instance, the immediate devolution of
ecclesiastical property and the immedi
ate cessation of the pensions of those
priests who do not accept the new law.
Un the other hand, the Cabinet, ap
preciating the public opinion, objected
to the extremely disagreeable position
in which M, Briand’s ciroular placed
the priests who officiated in Church,
seems to have introduced some minor
and apparent facilities into the new
bill, which do not improve the law as a
whole, Bssides, the bill is based on
the principle of rendering the organis.
ation and practice of worship possible
according to the Separation Law of
1905 or the Iaws on meetings and asso-
ciations of 1881 and 1902, It was re
cognised that the Separation Law was
unascceptable to the Churebh, while M.
Briand's circular clearly admitted that
the other two had been intended to re-
fer, not to worship, but to meetings
and associations for other purposes.
Finally, the Separation Law, M.
Briand s circular and the new bill are
only three forms of the same concep-
tion—that of en:laving and compromis
g the Church and saying at the same
time that the Government did all in
its power to find an opering, but in
vain, because of the systematic tena
city of the Holy See. Instead of this,
the truth is that the Holy See will not
desist from its present attitude until a
bill is brought forward containing, as
the only :acceptable minimum, the ac-
knowledgment of the essential rights
of the Church, beginning with the Catho-
lic Hierarchy, which is the divine foand-
ation of the Church's organisation.”

ERCYCLTCAL OF THE POPE TO
THE FRENCH PEOPLE.

Rome, Jan. 11. — The Osservatore
Romano, official organ of the Vaitican,
to day published the text of a moat im-
portant encyclical addressed by the
Pope to French Catholics.

In this document, which was addressed
to ** OQar venerable brothers, the Car-
dinals, Bishops and clergy and the
French people,”’ the Pontiff said that
his chief object in addressing the faith
ful in France was to comfort them in
their sufferings, which he felt deeply.

There was, however, great coasola
tion in the fact that the Catholics of
France were united. The French Gov
eroment's declaration of war was not
only against the Ohristian faith, but
agairst all spiritual ideas. The French
Catholics must be prepared for all
sorts of trials, but they were certain
of final victory. This meant the main-
tenance of their union with the Holy See,
which was of the greatest importance,
as shown by the efforts of the enemies
of the Church to dissolve this union,

NO DESIRE FOR WAR.

The Church did not desire a religi:
ous war, involving violeat persecutions.
Being a messenger of peace and carry-
ing out her mission loyally, the Church
did not willingly expose herself to war
and persecutions, as she did not desire
to see her children suffering.

Regarding the ecclesiastical proper-
ties, the encyclical said the Pope had
not abandoned them, The French
Government had imposed on the Catho
lics of France an organization which

“The statewent that the Governmnent
disposed of the ‘abandoned’ properties
ot the Church is adding derision to
spoilation. From the point of view of
the exercise of religion the new law
has organized anarchy. Itinstals a re-
gime of uncertainty and arbitrariness.
There is uncertainty as to whether the
churches which are always liable to
disaffection shall in the meanwhile be
at the disposal of the clergy and faith
ful. In each parish the priest will be
in the power of the municipality, with
the consequent possibility of conflicts.
In addition, the clergy are under an
obligation to meet the heaviest ex
penses, while their sources of revenue
are subjected to the strioctest limita.
tions.
TO DE~CHRISTIANIZE FRARCE.

The new law aggravates the law,
Separating Church and State. We can
only condemn it with precision and
withont ambiguity. Certain articles
of the law throw new light on the real
aim of our enemies. They wish to de-
stroy the Church and de-christianize
France without attracting too closely
the attention of the people. It their
oourse was really popular, as they pre-
tend it is, they would pursue it openly
and take all the responsibilities,”’

In conclusion, the Pope appealed to
the judgment of history, which, he said
will recoguize that the Papacy acted
as it has done, becanse it did not wish
to humiliate any trivial oflicials or
oppose any form of Government, but
defende i with all its strength the work
of the Divine Founder of the Chuarch,
demanding ** respect for the hierarchy
and the inviolability of its property and
linerty."”

The Papacy wish to remind the world
that ** man must concern bhimself here
below with higher ideals than the oo
carrences of every day life and that
though supreme, inviolable joy of the
human soul on earth is to accomplish
its spiritual duty at all costs, and thus,
in spite of all, honor, serve and love
God.”

A JUDGES' HOPE FOR THE NEW
YEAR.
I'HE RERTORATION OF THE INFLUENCE OF
THE CHURCH OVER EDUOUATION, SAYS
HON, H. WILLIS BLAND, A
NON CATHOLIO.

The Herald, of Reading, Pa.,
annually asks the leading men ol that
city to give their views as to what the
municipality stands most in newd of,
and what they would like to see aceom-
plished during the new year. This
year's request has el cited the follow
ing remarkable expression from the
Hon. H. Wilhs Biand, presiding judge
of the Orphans' Court of Berks county,
a man distinguished not only as a
jurist, but also for his broad scholar-
ship :

““*You ask me what my hopo is for
the new year. I answer that it may
bring to the world a higher average of
political liberty ; a more jus* distribn
tion of the wealth produced by human
labor; an abatement of the existing
passion for the acquisition of wealth
for its own sake, aud without regard to
the morality of the means of its acqui
sition ; the abolition of pride based
upon social distinctions and the class
animosities which it engenders; and a
great inorease in the inflnence of
Christianity over the world,

You ask me what T would most like
to see. I answer the restoration of the
influence of the Church over the educa
tion of the young. I think that the
age of Michael Schiatter, with its
education controlled by tho spirit of
Christianity, prodnced a much higher
type of character, because of its larger
content of spirituality, than the
physical and mental education of our
present system. The product of that
age, which gave seven days of the week

the Church was unable to accept with-
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A QUAINT STORY
COURAGE

ED YTHELF, LON NG AGO,

looking over some family paper
d bundles of old letters I discovore

n by Murs, Jeffaroy f
astle, Coanty Cork, which
A0 acoount circomstance
ing A I » s Instance
81 on t part of the
tor t rd Karl of
and 80 valu ringing to light
remarkablo vted with th
| history ol tl J | times tha
I feel | am only d iuty iy
submitting 1 the f th
I'he lettor 1 dat {
, July, 180
aLte "“ Nl! Joflereys
10wWs
n the day Lord Fi
r lled, when my brother (as a chan
collor) was returning from the ecast!
Mter having assisted at tt voATing
io of the nowly arrived lord lieuten
ant, a ferocious wob of r loss tha
| ,000 men and H“".’ ral wom:« n assembled
| together in College green and all
| along  the avenue leading to my

brother’s honse.
insurgents were

The male parb of the
armed with pistols

| cutlasses, sledgen, saws, erowbars and

every other weapon necessary to break
open my brother's honse, and the
women were all of them armed with
their aprons foll of paving stones.
I'nis ferocions and furions moh began
to throw showers of stones int> my
brother's coaoh, at his coachman's
head and his horses. They wounded
my brother in the temple in Culleg

green and (f ho had not sheltered him
self by holding his great sqoare official
purse before him he would have been
stoned to death befors he arrived
(through the back yard) at his own
house, where with several smithy
sledges they were workiog hard to
break into his hall door while others
of them had ropes ready to fix up to
his lamp iron to hang him the moment
they could find him, when I arrived
disguised in my kitchen maid's drese,
my blue apron full of stones. [ mingled
with this numerous mob and addressed
a pale sickly man, saying ; ‘My dear
jey’), what'll become of hus I I am
after ranning from the castle to tell
yeas all that a regiment of hos is gal
loping down here to thrample hus, ete.
Oh, ye¢a yoa, where will we go?’ Then
they cried 3 ‘Hurry’ hurry the hos is
coming to charge and thrample hus

Hurry for the custom house.) And
in less than & moment the crowd dia
persed,

*1 then procured a surgeon for my
brother and a guard to prevent anotber
attacl, and &

and theg ¥ saved liord Clare's
life at the risk of being torn limb from
limh if I had been recognized by any
of the mot’ London Notes and
Queries

Rev. Mx. McFaul, Baptist

The Rev. (. R. Mc!aul, writing
St. Anne do Brauprd, says, “that there
is eflicacy in the bones of any dead saiut
to relieve or heal isan utter absurdity.
Can it bo that Mr. McFaul never heard
of the dead man who rose to lifa as soon
as his body tonched the hones of Klisha:
We have not a Protestant Bible just at
hand, but the account therein given
cannot be materially different from that
which is found inthe thirteenth chapter
of the Fourth Book of Kings, ealled by
Protestants the Second Book of Kings :
'*And Klisens died, and they buried him.
And the rovers {from Moab came into the
land the same year. And some that were
burying a wan, saw the rovers, and cast
the body into the sepulehre of Kliseus,
And when it had tooched the bones of
Kliseus, tho man eame to life and stood
1pon his feot,” —Antigonish Casket.
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THE PREMIER OF CANADA.
CONTINUED ¥BOM PAGE THREE,

#ope should ratify the sottlement aod
dlspose of the money. His Holiness
sebsequently divided the amount
among the Jesuits ‘the Archbishop and
the Bishops ol the provinos, and Laval
Doiversicy, while a balance ol $60,000
was given in aid of Protestant schools,

Wne bill was accepted almost un
wpnimously by the Protestant mombers
of the legislature as » fair n«cnlumeqbul
®» vexed question, But in Ontario a
wiolent agitation arose demauding the
disaliowance of the weasure by the
{ederal auvhorities. Sir Johp Maed onald
eolused to accede Lo Ghis demand, and
when the question was voted on in the
House ot Co amons only thirteen mem
bors favorsd  disallowance. Bat
“Poranto ¥as vosiferous in denunciation
of tne policy pursued by both parties
om this question, Feeling thab be was
losing his nold on Oatario becanse he
wapp rted  the government, Mr,
Laurier resolved to go to Toronto and
$here vindicate his course on the plat-
form. [o Liberals acquainted with the
fesling in Toronto this proposal seemed
a bazardous one, but it was in vain
they tried to dissuace their leader
from the attempt. He was determined
i meet the Orsuge element in its
gtronghold and there defend his policy.
At first the meeting was hoatilo
#at the spsaker was nondismayed, and
0 the task in hand he bent his best
sfforts. Gradaally all opposition was
slenced, and in the end he won &
sotable triumph, This incident ex-
smplifled the powers of oratory, the
resource and courage of the new leader
in trylog and difficolt circumstances,
and convinced the doubting Liberals
of Ontario that Mr. Laurier could
measure up to the exigencies of a try:
Ing sitnation,

At Mr. Laurier's request it was at
first given out that his retention of the
leadership would be temporary only.
Betore long, however, Liberals came
%0 recognize that he was the right man
for the place, and all thought of any
shange passed away. On his part Mr.
laurier gave his best efforts to the
Auties of his new position, With
= vie# of becoming better acquainted
with the people, he travelled extensive:
Iy throughout every provinoe, delivered
wany spoeches and was every where
well received In Parliament he con
froated Sir John Maocdonald, the vet
sran Couservative leader, then in the
weyday ol his power. There it soon
pecame evident that, though Mr,
Lanrier did not possess the great in.
tellectual force of Mr. Blake, he had
the personal magnetism, the dexterity
n bandling men, in which Mr. Blake
was deficieat and which are 8o large a
factor jo making of a snccessful parlia-
mentary leador. "

Tne first goneral election after Mr.
Laurier's assumption of the leadership
was he'd in 1891, and the resuit showed
thac Sir Jona Macdonald still retained
the confitence of the country. He bad
won by leadiag the people to believe
ibat the Liberal policy of reeiprocity
and closer commercial rvelations with
the Uuited States was but * veiled
breason.”’ With a loyalty that
smacked of the politician's art, he de
slared iu his manifesto to the electors
inat e was born & Britlsh sabject and
that a Beitish subjoct he would die.
flat tho governwment's wmajority was
weriously reduced, and Liberal candi-
Aates were olocted in half the Quebec
soustiinencies, which indicated th't
e, Liurioe was undermining Conser
vauive influence in that province, s0
lung a Couservative stronghold.

Sie John Maedonald's death in 1891
was a secious blow to the Conservative
party. Me. Launrier was of the opinion
shac the Libarals need hardly expeoct
50 obtain power while Sir John lived.
It ks worthy of remark here that the

tonservatives now believe they have
Yitple chance of attaining power while
ir Wilieid Lurier leads the Liberals.
Afver Sir Jonn MacDonald's death the
Donservatives drifted to certain defeat.
Tne one man who might have saved
she siturcion was Sir John Thompson,
who, tor a timo, was passed by becanse
& large soction of the party were
oppred to elevabting to the premier
ship a Catholie, and a convert at that.
Bao he diod with tragic suddenness in
Windsor Oastle in December, 1804, and
his ceath was the wsignal for quarcels
aver the promiership awong the Uon-
aorvativo leaders. To augment their
soatusion, the Manitoba school question

was pressing for setbtloment. bBat this
watter, by threatening to out across
parvy lines, was a eauss ol aoxiety to
many Liberals as well

As Mr. Laurier's moethod of dealing
wich this question was severely criti
sisod at the time by many Uatholies,
tt will peraaps be of interest to deal
with the matter gquite fally and to con
sider bow far was just the charge,
mado at the time, that his policy was
dletated by political expedisnd uly.

iestion of which a g t deal

1

L 1sa (

oay 0O sard ot both kidos The policy
{ @ach party on this cvecasion was in
pecora wich 18 traditions ; the Conser
abives ivocated the right of the

lovoral government o supervise pro-
ineial legislation ; the Liberals battled

donoe bafore, for pro

ws they had ofter

The judgments of th

I, to whioh the matter had

heon rol yd as court of last resort,
tended t nluse eathor thar lnei
date the estion This court

he act abolishing Separate s3h

e with the purview of the y
atare, and yet, on & second appeal, it |
joclared chat, in passing the act, a
priovance had boen crented which the
o Wl government had power to re-
lress, 'L'ne proper way to redress the

grievance would seem to he to re-esta-
Blish separate schools., And yet Mr,
Jlake, who pleaded both onses [or the
minority, has declarod that, if a suc
sesstul issue in the pecond suit had
boon voderstood to ontail & restora
tion ot Sopirate schoals, ho could not
bave indoced the privy councit to
onvertain the appeal, On the other
and, since it way cloarly the intention
X wers of the Manltoba ast to
parate sehools, the minor
rong moral claim for con
can be no doabt
L urier sympathized with

¢ )

I'here

minority, and yet, to interfere with
the autonomy of Manitoba would be
setting a precedent that might sub.
sequently be used to break down the
federal system, which had been adopted
largely to prosect the peculiar institu
tions of Quebec. Toe whole subject
%0 bristled with difficulties that the
question is likely to remain a subject
of controversy.

It was in 1800 that Manitoba passed
the act abolishing Separate schools, but
five years elapsed before the wmatter
has made its way through the courts
and come to the government for
settlement. After a period of irre-
golution which lost for it the con-
fidence of many Catholics, the govern
ment resolved to restore Separate
schools, and a bill for that purpose was
introdused when Parliament was on
the verge of dissolution through the
lapse of time. While the bill pro
vided for the re establishment of
Separate schools, it ‘contained provis
ions that combatted one another to
some extent and which would have
seriously impaired its eficiency, especi-
ally when it was to be administered by

a hostile provincial government. For
instance, the government was not
obliged ‘to contribute to Separate

schools a proportionate share of the
school grant, and might on the adverse
report of the inspector, close a Separate
school. But since the bill embodied
the principle of Separate schools, it
was accepted by a majority of Catholic
Bishops, who counseled their people to
sapport the measure.

What stand Mr. Laurier would take
on the question was the subjsct of much
interest. He etudied the matter seri
ously before committing himself. Never
before had he found himself in such
perplexing circumstances. e felt
that the minority in Manitoba had been
hardly dealt with; nevertheless, he was
leader of a party that had always con-
tended for provincial rights as against
federal aggrandizement, and it was upon
this ground he had defended the right
of the Quebec legislature to pass the
Jownit's KEstates Act. Again, he bad
reason to believe that the government
had purposely delayed bringing down
the remedial bill that it might fail to
pass before dissolution, and thus be
made a meaas of securing Catholic sup-
port in the coming eleetion. Besides,
he felt that the Manitoba govern-
ment resisted, largely with a
view of embarrassing the federal auth-
orities. With himself Premier of a
Liberal governmeat, he believed he
would be able to obtain by conciliatory
methcds greater concessions for the
minority. And, finally, and this was
the determining consideration, he
looked with dismay upon the nefarious
work of D'Alton McCarthy, who was
then making strenuous and what pro-
mised to be successful eforts to estab
lish an anti Catholio eoalition, which,
were he himself to support the govern
ment, might become so strong as to en
danger (atholic rights throaghout the
Dominion. These counsiderations ia
duced him to oppose the remedial bill.
In the elections which followed, the
Conservatives were defeated by a
decisive majority, and after eighteen
years in opposition the Liberals re-
turned to power with Mr, Laurier as
Premier and in his hands a mandate to
settle the school question by concilia-
tion.

Ouoe of his first acts on assuming
offize was the opening of negotiations
with the Manitoba government. Un-
fortunately for the minority, the pro
vincial government, while ready to dis-
cuss the question, was not disposed to
make any substantial concessions. In
the settlement which resulted, the
principle of Separate schocls was not
recognized ; yet Catholics secured the
right to havereligious instruction given
in Publie schools attended by a certain
number of Catholic children. When
the sottlement was annoucced, Mr.
Laurier confessed that he had hoped to
obtain more, bat that he had done the
best he could. The Catholic Church
anthorities were not disposed to accept
these concessions as a final settlement
of the question. Shortly after Mgr.
Merry del Val, now Papal Secretary of
State, was sent to Canada to investi-
gato the matter, and the School Ques
tion was snbsequently made the subject
| of an Kneyelieal by Leo XIIi., who de-
clared that Oatholics were free to
choose the method they thought best to
seoure the rights of the minority., The
Holy Father further advised that the
concessions obtained from Manitoba be
acceptod as an instalment of justice till
such time as larger rights could be
secured. An ooccasional protest by

"~ | phal procession,

{ soms militant Protestant, that Soparate
| schools still exist in Manitoba, shows
| that concessions obbtained have
| been of advantage to the minority.

| 1o 1807 Mr. Laurier went to Xagland
| to represent Canada at the celebration
of Queen Vietoria's Diamond Jubilee.
| The presence of a descondant of France
representing a British colony and pro
claiming his loyalty to the throne be-
causo of the fall eivil and religious
liborty accorded his race in Canada was
a new spectacle in London, and could
not fail to captivate ths imagination of
the British people, nor fail to emphasiz»
the wisdom of a policy that had brought
such happy resnits. The recent enact
wment of the preferential tarill in favor
of Dritish goods had predisposed the
Britishk poblie In his favor ; his elo
quence, chivalrous bearing and courtly
dignity completed the effoct and con-
verted his journey into almost a trium-

the

While in Eongland Mr. Laurior was
{ knighted by Queen Victoria, Being a
| thorough demoecrat, he haslittle use for
titles of any kind, and had he consulted
his own desires he would have refused
the proflored honor. But he felt that
it would be disgourteous to do so at a
time when he was the guest of the
British people.

His ubterances in Eesgland did not
please public opinion in Paris, and
when, later, he visited that city he was
but eoldly received at first. Knowing
that these feelings were due to miscon-
ception of political conditions in
Oannda, he seized the earliest oppor-
tunity to explain his position. His

chord in a strange and critical audience
won for him the hearts of the fastidious
Parisians,

On his return to Canada the Premier
was given a most enthusiastic reception.
Canadians, irrespective of party, were
delighted with the able manner in
which he had represented Canada at
the jabilee ceremonies.

Toough whilst leader of the opposi
tion, Mr. Laurier found himseli in
many dificult situations, it is chiefly
since he became Premier that he has
demonstrated bis skill as a safe pilot in
days of stress and storm. Canada, on
aceoant of its cleavage along racial and
religious lines, is & hard country togov-
ern ; and the auimosicies and recrimin-
ations aroused by a clash over racial
and religious issues are generally most
unreasonable and very perplexing to
the government. Oane third of the
people of Canada are French, speak
the French language, read their
French newspapers, and in most con-
ceros of life live apart from the rest of
Canadians, a nation within a nation, as
it were. As very few English-speaking
Canadians understand the French lan-
guage, they have no adequate concep-
tion of the aims and ideals of their
French fellow citizons, Besides, there
is amongst English Canadians a certain
feeling of arrogant superiority that
finds impatient utterance when some
cherished policy of theirs is thwarted
or modified by the ivflaence of the
French Canadians. The latter, on
their part, are determined to preserve
their racial identity, and, being a com-
pact and powerful minority, are able
to make their influence felt in the
councils of the nation. These diverg-
encies of alm become apparent ouly
when some racial or religious issue
arises,and theyare ascentuated by news-
papers and politicians selfichly interest-
ed in exploiting such issues. On such
occasions a person unacquainted with
Canadian affairs might be led to be-
lieve that the confederation was on the
verge of disruption. But the common
sense of the majority of both races is
equal to the exigencies of these occa
sions and always succeeds in arrangiog
a reasonable compromise. Then the
storm subsides as quickly as it arises,
leaving most people wondering what
the fuss was all about.

Since he became Premier Sir Wilfrid
Laurier has had to deal with two such
sitnations. The one arose at the outbreak
of the Boer war ; the other a year ago
when the government determined to
guarautee Separate schools in the new
provinces of tve West. Throughout
both these crises the Premier con-
ducted himself with patience, modsra-
tion, tact and firmness, and in both
cases he frustrated the desigos of his
opponents. When President Kruger
sent his ultimatum to tbe British gov
ernment, there came from Oatario
an insistent demard that the Canadian
government aid the mother country in
the coming struzgle by sending a con-
tingent to 3outh Africa. This proposal
was but coldly received in Qaebec,
where the majority, if not actually
sympathetic with the Boers, wished at
least that Canada should remain reu-
tral. At first Sir Willirid Laurier
pointed ont that the Militia Act did
not empower the government to use
the militia for a purpose other than the
defense of Canada ; that if it did,
money for that purpose had not been
voted by Parliament. and that to ao
cede to Ontario's request would be il
legal aud unconstitutional. Besices,
Great Britain had pot asked for assist
ance, nor was there any intimation at
tbhat time that aid from Canada was
needed or would be acceptable. Sir
John Maedonald had refused to send
Canadian aid to Great Britain in the
Kgyptiau war, and on his refusal the
agitation at once subsided. Bat
whetker the imperial sentiment of Can
ada had grown stronger in the mean
time, or whether a large fraction of the
zeal was due to a desire to perplex a
French Canadian Premier, Oztario was
in no mood to listen to cold argument.
When the Premier saw that his stand
was being interpreted as disloyalty
and being expioited as such by the
Conservative press, and whepo, more:
over, no moral principle being in-
volved, the people had the right to
rise superior to seli-imposed limita
tions, he readily acquiesced to the
wish of the majority and sent several
contingents. Quebec was placated by
the announcement that the dispatch
of contingents should not constitute a
precedent, or bind Canada to take part
in any or all future wars of Great
Britain. The government's attitude
regarding the sending of the contin-
gents was the chief issue in the elec
tions that followed shortly afterwards,
and the Conservatives made strenuouns
efforts to defeat the government.
Since confederation, with the excep-
| tion of eight years, Canada bad been
ruled by the Conservatives, and their
long tenare of office had cheated them
into believing that they only possessed
‘* the instinet of government.” Toe
first Liberal government, formed in
1874, was defeated four years later,
In 1900 the Conservatives confidently
believed that history would repeat it-
sell aud that the destinies of the country
were to be again entrusted to their
keeping by a grateful people. The re-
sult dispelled this delusion, for though
Oatario went strongly Comservative,
the governmert was sudtained by an
increased majority. The elections of
1004 saw that wajority still further in-
creased, the government obtaining a

majority of €5 in a House of 213 mem
bers. Quebec has always strongly
supported Sir Willrid Laurier since

1806, and it had been the habit of Con-
sorvatives to taunt the government with
deriving its majority JMrom that prov-
ince. After the o.\l’giun of 1904, it
was seen that, Quebed aside, the gov-
ernment would stillfhave a working
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majority. 8o vo more was heard of the
Quebec bogy and ** French domina-

tion '’ till two years ago, when the
government resolved to guarantee a
Separate school system in the new
provinces.

Though he opposed the proposal to
force Manitoba to restore Separate
schools, it was evident at the time that
Mr. Laarier had no sympathy with the
means by which, through a technical-

ity, the intention of the framers of the
Manitoba act had been frustrated and
the minority deprived ot its rights. He
opposed the r:medial bill because he
thought it imprudent for the federal
government to coerce a deflant prov-
ince. Bat this stand was interpreted
vy many Protestant Liberals to mean
that he was opposed to the principle of
Separate schools, To these the an-
nouncenent of his intention to guaran

tee Separate schools in the new prov-
inces came as a surprise, and, compar-
ing his policy of 1896 with that of 1905,
they were disposed to charge him with
inconsisteney and to feel that they had
been betrayed. An additional diffical-
ty lay in the fact that many Liberals,
owing to extreme views expressed in
1896, found it very difficult to support
Separate school legislation in 1905,
What was in the Premier’s case a seem-
ing inconsistency was for them a real
ove ; and it was largely a feeling of
personal loyalty to their leader which
constrained them to accept his policy.
With a quiet determination he held his
ground and stood ready to efface him-
gelf, if by so doing he could advauce
the cause he had at heart. Thinking
that a Protestant Premier advocating
Separate school, legislation might meet
with less oppusition, he coffered to re-
sign in favor of Mr. Fielding il the
latter would agree to take up the
school bills, But Mr. Fielding refused
office in these circumstances. It is
true the rebellious Liberals forced a
modification of the measure, but the
change was not a radical one and was
chiefly useful in enabling many a Lib

eral member ‘* to save his face '’ when
called upon tu defend his vote. Thas,
by constancy in a critical time, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier preserved to the Cath-
olics of the new provinces the inestim

able boon of Separate schools. There
is amongst the Catholics of Canada a be-
lief that justice is easier obtained {rom a
Protestant Premter than from a Premier
of their own faith. The reason for this
beliet is obvious. A Protestant Premier
dispensing justice to a Catholic minor-
ity does not arouse so much suspicion
among the Protestant majority. How-
ever this may be, the Catholics of
Canada have no reason to regret that
Sir Wilfrid Laurier was Premier during
the critical period of a year ago.

Since he became Premier Sir Wilfrid
Laurier has had to deal with the ques-
tion of imperialism as embodied in Mr.
Chamberlain’s proposals for a closer
union of the Empire.

During the Colonial Conference held
in London at King Edward’'s corona-
tion, Mr. Chamberlain did his best to
persuade the colonial Premiers to ac-
cept his policy and aid him in its reali-
zation. Some time before I 2 had be-
littled the benefits acerning to Great
Britain from Canada's preferential
tariff, but, with characteristic sudden-

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE,

FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS.

Second Sunday after Ephiphany

QUR TWO DUTIES,

“How is it that you sought Me Did you
not know that I must be about My Father’s
business .’

This was the reply of our Divine
Lord when, finding Him in the temple,
His Mother said, ‘““Why hast Thou
done so to us ?'' No one can question
His perfect filial piety. As surely as
every act of His was the highest realiz
ation of the counsels given in the
gsermon on the Mouat, as surely as no
other heart approached the love and
adoration of the Sacred Heart for God
the Father—so surely did He love His
Mother with a love worthy of such a
Son and sach a Mother.

The surpassing excellence of this love
was mutual. We feel how her heart
poured itsélf out in Bethlehem when
she first saw Him : we read it in the
propheoy of Simeon which makes her
love a sword to pierce her heart ; we
hear it in the cry from the feet of the
cross, *‘See if there be any sorrow like
noto my sorrow.'’ It would dishonor
Him to say He did not return such a
love as this.

Therefore, in His answer we can only
read the assertion of the supreme claim
of the service of God ; and the ex
planation comes in the next verse but
ones “He went down with them to
Nazareth, and was subjact to them,'
Here we find the duty of the state of
lite interwoven with the daty to God.
The duty of the state of life
spriogs from the daty to God;
and so its discharge depends for its
true character on the discharge of the
latter duty.

We see how perfectly Our Lord re-
sponded to the claims of His condition
of life in belng subject to those placed
over Him. He sought no immunity on
the score of being an Infant Prodigy
who had astonished the doctors of the
law by His wisdom. His lot was not
the one to choose from a worldly point
of view. It was His Eternal Father's
will that He should belong to this
humble family ; that He should share

—_———
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in their troubles, anxieties, and priva-
tions ; that, like them, He should meet
with scorn or rebuke from employers ;
that He should be cheated or put off,
like all the poor of the world, by the
dishonest or the insolent when asking
for what was due to Him, and then He
took His place to teach us by his
example.

His place was not there through
peccssity. It was for us Ha took it,
and for us the Father imposed it on
Him.,

We seo all this folded:up in the
gospel of the day. We see how im
portant it is to observe the duty we
owe to God on the one hand and the
daty of our state of life on the other.
In this way His Mother understood His
answer ; in this way we must under
stand it too, and, like our Divine Lord,
realizing in practice the obligation of
both classes of duties, we may hope in
God's good time to reap the reward
promised to those that serve Him.
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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN.

Whatever You Do, Keep Bweet.

Ne matter how disagreeable your
work, or how much tronuble you may
have this year, resolve that, whatever
comes to you or does not come to you,
you will keep sweet, that you will not
allow your disposition to sour, that you
will face the sunlight no matter how
Jeep tho shadows.

The determination to be choe=" " will
{iscourage multitudes of little .ries

hat would otherwise harass you.

If yon can not get rid of atrouble, do

18 the oyster doc> with the graia of sand
shat oots into the shell and irritates it.
Cover it with pearl. Do as you would
with an ugly rock or stump om your
grounds. Cover it with ivy or roses,
or something else which will beautify
it. Make the best of it.

You can make poetry out of the pro
siest life, and bring sunshive into the
darkest home; you can develop beauty
and grace amid the ugliest surroundings.
It is not circumstance, so much as atti-
tude of mind, that gives happiness.

“ Nothing can disturb his good
pature, ”’ said a man of one of his em
ployees; ** that is why I like him, Tt
does not matter how much I scold bim
or find fault with him, he is always
sunny. He never lays up anything
against me, never resents auything.”

That is recommendation enough for
anybody. No wonder this man did not
want to part with such an employce.

Who can estimate the value of a
nature so sanny that it attracts every-
body, repels nobody ? Kverybody
wants to get near sunny people; every-
body likes to know them. They open,
without eflort, doors which morose
natures are obliged to pry open with

great difliculty, or perhaps can not |

opeu at all,

I know an o'd man who has had a
great deal of trouble and many losses
and misfortunes ; but he started out in
life with a Arm determination to extract
just as much real evjoyment from it, as
he went along, as possible—not in dis-
sipation, bunt in wholesome reereation
and fun. He has always tried to see
the humorous side of things, toe bright
side, and the duty of happivess.

The result is, that, although this man
has had more than his share of sorrow
in his career, he has developtd the in-
estimable faculty of making the best of
avery situation, and of always facing
the sun and turving his back to the
shadows., This life habit of cheerful
ness and optimiswu has brought out a
sweetness of character, and a poise and
serenity of mind which are the envy of
all who know him., Althomgh he has
lost his property and the most of his
family and relatives, yot he radiates
sunshine and helpfulness wherever he
goes.

A man who can langh ontside when
he is crying inside, who can smile when
he feels badly, has a great accomplish
ment. We all love the one wko be-
lieves the sun shines when he can not
aee it.

A potted rose in a window will turn
its face away from the darkness toward
the light. Turn it as often as you will
it always turns away from the darkness
and lifts its face upward toward the
2N,

So we, instinctively, shrink from
vold, melancholy, inky nataures, and
turn our face toward the bright, the
cheerful and the sunshiny., Thero is
more virtue in one sunbeam that ina
whole atmosptere of cloud and gloom,

As the Gulf Stream leaves a warm,
soft climate in its wake as it flows
through the colder waters of the ocean
on its way from the Gulf to the North
Pole, s0o a happy, joyous, sunshiny
aature leaves a warm train of sunshine
wherever it goes through the cold,
practical, selflsh world,

Lydia Maria Child used to say : ‘I
think cheerfulness in every possible
way. 1 read only chipper books, and
hapg prisms in my window to fll the
room with rainbows.’ This is the
right kind of philosophy—the philos-
jphy of good cheer, the greatest medi-
cine for the mind, the best tomic for
the body, and the greatest health food
tnown,

Your ability to carry your own sun-
shine with you, your own lubricant,
your own light, so that, no matter how
heavy the load or dark the way, you
will be equal to the emergency, will
measure your ability to continne and
L0 achieve.—Success.

The Source of Happiness,

We each of us possess within our-
velves the true source of happiness,
#njoyment is contained in our imagi-
oation, not in the books we read; in
our appreciation of beauty, not in the
pleture ; in our musical culture, not in
{he instrument played.

Our enjoyment of nature does not
depend on the charms of our surround
ugs, but upon ourselves. Some men
will And more joy in a prairie than
thers in the Alps, some more joy in
the desert than others in the flowers
md forests of fertile lands. Is it the

ich, the powerfal, the popular, that
sotain the greatest happiness? We
ook about us and we know that this is
10t true, though we act as if it were.
Blessed are the poor in spirit ; this we
inow is true, though we act as if it
were not. No one is truly happy who
ias not happiness as a well of water
springing up within himself into ever-
asting life.

The Path to Success,

““What leads to success?’’ asks many
» young man. What will keep the wolf
rom the docr and the man from the
poorhouse? First of all he must have
his employer’s interest at heart. He
must keep his eyes and ears open and
his mouth shut. He must learn to over-
come any obstacle that may arise in his
work and to do so quickly, He must
ba able to satisfy an angry and irritated
customer, 50 that the house may not
lose patronage. Any chap who is able
to do these things is bound to sueceed,
provided he has one trait—*‘stick to-
it-iveness.”” Then let him take ad-
vantage of any epening, no matter how
small it may be, provided it will advance
him on his road to success.

Yerslstence.

Want of constancy is the cause of
many a failure, making the millionaire
of to-day a beggar to morrow. Show
me a really great triumph that is not

the reward of persistence. One of the
paintings which made Titian famous
was on his easel eight years, another
seven. How came popular writers
famous ? By writing for years without
any pay at all ; by writing hundreds of
pages as mere practice work ; by work-
ing like galley slaves at literature for
half a life-time with no other compen
sation than—fame. *‘Never despair,”
says Burke; “but if yon do, work on
in despair.,” ‘‘He who has put ‘orth
his total strength in fit actions,’” 8AyH
Ewerson, ‘‘has the richest return of
wisdem,”’
To Make a Man,

It is often the case that a father who
has accumulated property after a hard
struggle will want to save his boy from
having the hard time in life that he
himse!f had. He forgets that it is that
very hard time which has made him the
man he is. It is by made, not by hav
Ing an easy time. Just as exercise
develops muscle and makes the physical
man. Instead of trying to save your
boy from having a hard time you bad
b#tter make him have as hard a time
as yoa can by putting him to work in
every way. You may save him some of
the deprivations and sacrifices yon had.
You may be able to give him better
advantages than fell to your lot, but
be sure you do not try to keep him fpom
haviog a hard time, To rear hifi in
luxurious ease is to take all the man-
hood out of him and to leave tha muscles
of his character flabby and soft
Western Watchman,

Lacordaire on Huamility.

The Christian must be humble ; and
bumility does not consist in hiding our
talents and virtues, but in the clear
knowledge of all that is wanting in us,
in not being elated by what we have,
secing that it is a free gift of God, and
that even with all HHis gifts we are
still infinitely little. [t isa remarkable
fact that great virtue necessarily begets
bumility, and if great talent has not
always the same eflect, still it softens
down a great deal of the uncouthness
which clings inseparably to the pride
of medioerity., Real excellence and
humility are consequently not incom-
patible one with the other; on the con-
trary, they are twin sisters, God, who
is excellence itself, is without pride,
He sees Himself as I1a is, without how-
ever despising what is not Himself;
He is Himself, naturally and simply,
with an affection for all His creatures
however humble. Kicdness and hu-
mility are almost one end the same
thing.

r ra v | y
OUR BOYS AND GIRLS.
Courtesy as Home.

Courtesy is the psrfume of Christian
grace. Its lustre shculd be an expres
sion of the best emotions of the soal.
The word is derived from the French,
and is closely allied therefore, in ori
gin, with ‘¢ courtier,”” which has an
equivocal meaning. A courtier is sup-
posed to possess elegant manners, cul-
tivated, however, and used mainly for
selfish ends. Politeness, which is the
synonym of courtesy, is of nobler birth.
It comes from a Greek term, signifying
citizenship. As the divine kingdom is
distinct in its laws, spirit, and purpose,
from the kingdoms of this earth, so too
are its members held together by a
supernataral life. They compose one
body, ruled by one Supreme Head.
Christian politeness is therefore the
product of regeneration. Its roots are
in the bheart. They are watered from
above. All, then, who are subjects of
Divine grace, should be gracious, kind,
considerate, courteous, and polite in
their deportment, and show forth the
savor of the precions anointing they

have received,

How much a sincere and hearty
politeness may do for others is readily
tested and measured by all who have
learned to appreciate it for themselves.
While it is comparatively easy to be
courteous toward strangers, or toward
people of distinction, whom one meets
in society or on publie occasions, still
it should be remembered that it is at
home, in the family and among kindred,
that an every day politeness of manners
is really most to be prized. There it
confers substantial benefits and brings
the sweetest returps. The little at-
tentions which members of the same
household may show towards one
another day by day belong, in fact, to
what is styled ‘‘ good breeding.”’ There
cannot be any ingrained gentility which
does not exhibit itself first at home.
There, of all places in the world, it
will be able to demonstrate how much
genuine politeness there is in the heart.
A well ordered family cannot afford to
dispense with the observance of the
good rules of mutual intercourse which
are enforced in good society. A churl
ish, sour, morose deportment at home
is simply cruel, for it cuts into the
tenderest sensibilities and hurts love
just where love is strongest and most
loyal, Parents and children, brothers
and sisters, husbands and wives, never
lose anything by mutual politeness ; on
the coatrary, by maintaining not only
its forms, but by the inward caltiva.
tion of its spirits, they becanie contrib-
utors to that domestic felicity which is,
in itself, a foretaste of heaven,—Our
Young People.

A Boy’s Reading

When the fact comes to the boy or
girl that the reading they do before
they are twenty-ome years old, has
more influence on their lives and char-:
acter than all the reading thay do
afterward, it should be a matter of
great importance to them what they
are reading. If it is the thrash of the
day, to that level they are likely to
come; no higher.

So we invoke their attention to this
matter now, and impress upon their
minds that unworthy books will spoil
their whole lives. This caution is
especially necessary now, when soclety
is going daft on its reading and devot
ing itself to a literature that adds not
a filament to the mental or moral Aber
of a person.

Since parents are swamped in this
literary morass, they are poor guides
for their own children. They are inno
condition to point out a path to safe

und.

Here is a boy or girl, reading one of
the glittering pieces of fiction, about
domestic infelicity, lapse of virtue or

suicide in high life, and getting his
mind saturated with thoughts and
imaginations evoked by such stufl—
they are there to stay. He will never
got rid of the seratches they wake cn
the soul. And in the future, they will
conflict with principle, duty and moral
discrimination.

It is enough to spoil an age, this
tampering with the clean souls of youth,
This is what frivolous and shady read-
ing dees. It s time to be particular ;
to see that a youth spends part of his
time, at lewgt, in something that is
wholesome, puore, inspirirg, useful;
something that will make him think of
the real things of life, of which he is
after a while to be a part, and to in
spire him with a purpose to do his part
well,

The true secret of reform in the
world lies in the heart of the boy or
girl. There is the future enclosed just
as truly as a forest is wrapped in an
acorn cup. How that heart is cared
for and treated will determine whether
the world grows better or worse. It
is not cared for if it runs to shabby,
frivolous, fashionably, filthy literature.
The Lamp.

How an  Unattractive Girl

Poupular

Became

I know a girl who had become so mor-
bid and despondent through constantly
dwelling on her plain features and un-

uinly manner tbat she was on the
s oo} >

it was extremeoly

sensitive y proud, and would brood
for days over the fancied slight when
sue was not invited to a party or other
entertainment with her more attractive
acquaintances.

Finaily a real friend came to her
assistance and told her that it was pos-
sible for her to cultivate qualities
which would be far more attractive and
would make her much more popular
than the mere physical heauty and
graco whose absence she g0 deplored.

With this kind friend’s assistance she
completely reversed her estimate of
herself ; she turned about face, and,
iustead of over emphasizing mere physi-
cal grace and beaaty, instead of think-
ing of herself as ugly and repulsive,
she constantly held the thought that
she was the expression of God's idea,
that there was something divine in her,
and she resolved to bring it oat,

She denied every suggestion that she
could possibly be unpopular, or that she
could really bs ngly, and held persist
ently in mind the image of her popular
ity and attractiveness, and the thonght
that she conld make herself interesting
and even fascinating.

She would not allow herself to harbor
the suggestion that she could be any-
thing but attractive.

She began to improve hersell intel-
lectually in every possible way.

Hitherto she had been careless of her
dress and manners because of the con-
viction that it did not matter how she
dressed or what she did, she would still
be unpopular. She began to dress as
becomingly as possible and in better
taste.

She read the best authors ; she took
up different courses of study ; and
determined that at every opportuaity
she would make hersell just as inter-
esting as possible.

The result was, that instead of being
a wallflower, as formerly, she began to
attract little groups about her wher-
ever she went, She became a fascina-
ting talker, and made herseli so iuter-
esting in every way that sho was in-
vited out jost as often as the more at
tractive Iriends whom she used to
envy. In a short time she had not only
overcome her handicap, but had also
become the most interesting girl in the
community.

Her task had not been an easy one, |

but she had worked with superb resolu
tion and grit to overcome the things
which had held her down ; and, in her
determined effort to overcome what
she regarded as a fatal handicap, as a
curse, she was enabled to develop
qualities which more than compensa-
ted for the personal beauty that was
denied her.

It is wonderful what a transiormation
we can bring about by holding per-
sistently in the mind the image of the
thing we would become and struggling
hard to attain it. It has a marvellous
power to attract what we desire, to
make real the picture that we see.—
Success.

TALKS ON RELIGION.
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.

The dogma of the Immaculate Con-
ception, like many other dogmas of our
faith, is not understood by the great
majority of non Catholies ; mor is it
fully comprehended by some Catholics,
[t is not *‘‘ the Virgin birth,”” about
which we read avd hear 8o much these
days. The Virgin birth has reference
to the mystery of the Incarnation of
our Saviour, Who was conceived and
born of the Virgin Mary by the power
of the Holy Ghost. ** The Holy Ghost
shall come npon thee, acd the power of
the Most Iigh shall overshadow thee
And therefore also the Idoly which
shall be born of thee, shall be called
the Son of God.”” Such were the words
of the Angel Gabriel, announcing to
Mary the astounding mystery which
was to be wrought in her by the Al
mighty., This is of the Incarnation,
not of the Immaculate Conception.
Farther, this dogma has no reference
whatever to Mary’s parents, but only
to herself. There was nothing miracu-
lous in Mary’'s generatbon. She was
begotten like other children ; had fcr
her parents blessed Joachim and Ann.
She was the daughter of a fallen race
and as such, were it not for the inter
position of God, would have incurred
the *¢ debt,”” or liability to contract
original sin. Again, this dogma has
reference not to the body, as such, but
to the soul, For the body while still
inanimate conld not be sanctified or
preserved from original sin, for it is
the soul, not the body, which is capable
of receiving either the gift of grace or
the stain of sin. And hence when her
time, on earth, had come and her work
was done, she died—for such was the
will of her Creator.

So much for what the Immaculate
Oonception is not ; and now, what is
it 2 What does it mean ? What does
the Church teach concerning this

dogma ? Here, permit us to remark,
lest our instructed Catholic readers
may lose patience with us for repeating
what they already know, that the Uni-
verso has very many non Catholie
readers and perbaps some ill instructed
Catholic ones. We eannot better tell
of this dogma than by quoting the very
words of thedogmatic decree, contained
in the Bull *' ineffabilis,”” issned by
the saintly Pope Pins IX., December,
8, 1854, “ It is the dogma of faith
that the most Blessed Virgin Mary, in
the first instant of her conception, by a
siogular privilege and grace of God, in
virtue of the foreseen merits of Jesus
Christ, the Saviour of the human race,
was preserved exempt from all stain of
original sin."”” This solemn definition
was received not only with sabmission
of mind, heart and soul, but with sin-
cere joy and rejoicingw, throughout the
universal Church. Not a murmur, not
an objection. Not a word or line in
protest, but with joyous, beating hearts
did the Church's faithful children
crown their dear Mother's brow with
this glorious, immortal erown of abso-
lnte, immaculate virginity. And the
blessed angels of God, in heaven, sang
a new canticle as they bowed, from
their golden thrones, to the new born
majesty of heaven's bright Queen. The

threo Persons of the Holy 'Urinity
cro d with this spotless diadem the
Elect among the daughters of men,
Sue re heaven and earth, such wore
Chu nilitant and Church trinumphant,
on t ever memorable 8th «f Decem
ber, 1504,

F 26 contention, strife, protests,
arguments pro and con attended the
defi n of former dogmatic decrees.
The urch had to fight, and strike out
telll blows, in defease of the truth,
a8 witness the councils of Nicaea, Con- |
stantinop'e, Klphesus and others, even |
up ¢ 1 including the Vatican counn-

| eil.  This total Jack of strife and opposi

tion, this unanimity and complete con-

sensus go, powerfally, to show the uni
versality of this doctrine and the won
derful pertinacity its hold had on the |
hearts of the faithful. It proves that
its root and fibers, trunk and branches,
sprang ont of the ever rich and fruitfuol |
soil of Holy Scripture and Sacred
Tradition. *‘1I will place enmities be. |
tween thee and the woman, and thy |

seed and her seed ; she shall crush thy
head.”” Such were the words of divine
prophecy spoken by Almighty God to
the serpent demon at the cradle, as it
were, of humanity. Four thousand
years afterwards the areh.angel Gabriel
thus addressed ** the second Eve "'-

Mary : ** Hail, full of grace, the Lord
is with thee."”” And so, in God's time,
He fulfilled the old prophecy, and Mary
crushed the serpent's head, through
her Son, and that Son's most beautiful
gift to her. And, in the exuberance of
her grateful soul, with eye and heart
lifted to heaven does that fair young,
immaculate Virgin sing forth her hymn
of praise—the sweetest, most precious
song that ever ascended to the song-
bound throne of the Eternal Father :
¢ My soul doth magnify the Lord, and
my epirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour ; becanse He that is mighty
hath done great things to me, and holy
is His Name,"’

From the earliest times the Whole
mind of the Ociental Church is found
t, have been imbued with this doo
tvine. Thus speaks St. Ephraim, A.
D. 379, “I'ruly it is Thon and Thy
Mother only, who are fair altogether.
For in Thee there is no stain
in Thy Mother no spot.”” And
when in the Western Church the great
controversy with the Pelagians led toa
thorcugh sifting of the subject of
original sin it drew from St. Augustine

-the great doctor of grace, those re-
markable declarations which exempt
the Blessed Virgin from all sin, *““Ex-
cept,”” he says, ‘‘the holy virgin Mary
of whom for the honor of the Lord, I
will have no question whatever where
gin is concerned. For whence can we
know the measure of grace conferred
on her to vanish sin on every side, on
her who deserved to conceive and bring
forth Him, Who, it is evident, had no
sin.”’ St. Proculus in the great
council of Ephesus, A. D. 431, says,
‘“As He formed hor without any stain
of her own, so He proceeded from her
contracting no stain.’” To quote more
were unnecessary and space would be
wanting.

Some, not of the faith, may object

{ that, granting the doctrine of the Im-

maculate Conception Mary would not
have needed redemption through the
merits of Christ. But Mary was re-
deemed through the ‘*merits foreseen’’
of Christ, by anticipation. 8o [ar
from derogating from, the Catholic doe
trine exalts, the merits of Christ. Ile
Who red ed us, red d her. He
Who sanctifies us in baptism sanctified
her in conception ; that she might be
“ fall of grace,”’ prepared, as far as a
creature could be prepared, to receive
Him into her bosom. St., John the
Baptist was sanctified by the spirit

Prom Newfoundland. ]
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before his birth ; shall Mary be ¢qua)

to him ? asks Card'nal Newman : “*iy it
not fitting,”” continues the Oardioal,
| “that her privileges shonld surpass
his ? is it wonderful, if grace, which

anticipated his birth by three months,
should in her case runm up to the very
filest moment of her being, outstrip the
imputation of sin, and be beforehand
with the usarpation of satan 2"’
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| such is the glory of ** ow
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