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RNPRIOR fcvceived its name in IS31 from

R

A Messrs. George aud Andrew Buchanan in com- -
Fﬁance with the request of Archibald MceNub, the
F‘ﬁ-"b ast chief of the MeNabs. Probabiy no district -

in Ontario bad a more historic inception and it
is doubtful if there could be found anywhers
better examples of industry, perseverance and
sturdy independence than that manifested by the first Highland
settlers.  For much of the information contained in the follow-
ing brief history The Chronicle is indebted to old fyle copiex of
this journal and to “The Last Laird of MeNab,” prepared and
published by Mr. Alexander Fraser.

In the year 1823 Archibald MeNaub, an impvrious Highland
chieftain, loft his paternal estate of Kennell, Svotland, to tuke
refuge with his cousin, toe last Buchanan of the house of Arn-
prior, also in Scotland. The affairs of MeNab were thought to
be involved beyond extrication, bis estate was mortgax~d to the
Eurl of Breadlebane and the officers were en his track. Bya
clever ruse he escayed his pursuers and with the aid of his
friends. one of whom was Mr. Peter Mcelntyre who died in Cala-
begie in 18R, he set out for Dundee and from there he sailed
for London, thence to Quebee, with the intention of founding o
settlement. retrieving his lost fortunes and eventually te return
to his native laad in better timesx. He was now a free man.
MeXNab landed at Montreal and joarneyed on to Glenyurry whera
he met Bishop MeDonanell who first spoke to him of the Ottawa.
Chief MeNuh opened negotiations with the government of Upper
Cnnada offering to found a Highland settlement with his elans-
men of Inyal charaeter like that which existed on the banks of
the St. Lawrence.  The government inforned him that a town-

ship had been lately surveyed adjoining Fitzroy and eomprising -~

Sl aeres, It was not Fet numed and if he umdertock the
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settloment McNab could name it after himself and proceed

- forthwith to occupy it. They gave him a map of the township,

stipulated certain terms and supposing that he had suddenly
became possessed of an El Dorado he agreed to the government's
terms and called the township McNab, after himself, without
seeing the place and without knowing anything about its facili-
ties. McNab then wrote to his friends in Scotland asking them
to send out twenty families to settle in the new township of
McNab. He stated that he was in a fine way to redecm the
estate 2t home after he should found a transatlantic colon:.
On the 19th of Ap:il, 1825, the McNab settlers, amounting in all,
men, women and children, to about 8% souls, embarked at
Greenock tor America. The heads of the families included :

.James Carmichuel, Donald Fisher, Peter Campbell, Peter

Drummond. Jumes Robertson, Alex. McNab, James McFarlane,

Dunecan Cnmebell, James McDonald, Donald McNaughton, John
McDermid,

ohn Mclntyre, Peter McIntyre, Donald McIntyre,
James McLaurin, Peter McMillan, James Storie, James
McFarlane (Crief,) Alexander Miller, Malcolm McLaren and
Colin McCaul, names that are still very familiar in and about
MeNab township. . -

The littla band of settlers arrived in Montreal on the 27th
day of May and they were met by Chief McNub and his piper.
After & hazardous and very difficult journey they reached
Pointe Fortune. Hecre Mr. McLachlin, father of the Jate Daniel
McLachlin of Arnprior, took the contract of bringing the
baggage to Hawkasbury, the settlers and their families making
the journey on foot, and the bagzage being drawn up on ox carts
and sleds. On the evening of the second day they arrived safely
at Hull. There was po settlement of any kind at the place
where now stands the beautiful city of Ottawa, the site of the

- present Capital city of the Dominion was a dense, unbroken .
" forest, an upcultivated wild, a pathless wilderness “where the
bear and the wolf roamed uncontrolled and the red deer

gambolled in its deep dark glades and sylvan retreats”

~ From Hull upwards the settlers met with maiy havdships
until they reached the Chats falls.  Here thev had to disembark
and proceed to the place of their future home throngh the
wonds, following. a pathway and guided by 2 bluze. The caly
persons residing in this vicinity whea the settlers arrived were
Archibald Stewart, Duncan Cuamphell and his sons, an old
Glepgarry soldier and the Gondwins. The journey from
Montresal to MeX. b orenpied 28 days.

. Tho travellers arrived at the foot of the present John street,
at the point known in these days as the whart, and there they

pitched their tents.  Chief MeNab had erected a lor house on the

A
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summit of the hill where now stanus the palatial residence of Mr.
H.F.MecLachlin, and hecalled it Kennell Lodge, after his Scottish
estate. Asmany as could be crowded into Kennell Lodge, where
the Laird resided, proceeded thither, the remainder occupied the
camps urtil all the luggage was brought up. The Laird then
called them all together and informed them that the government
had given him the township as a grant because he was a
Highlund -chief, a statement altogether untrue. The settlers
had -every confidence:in the chief and they set out to select
their lands; some went up the Madawaska, other selected lands
in what is called .the ¥lat Rapid Section, others went to the
borders of Horton and the rest chose lands in the neighborhcod
of what is now Arnprior and along the banks of a small brook
which. they named Dochert, after a river of the same name which
flowed through the Kernell estate in Scotland. Then they
erected shanties in the very depth"of the primeval forest.
Sitting in solemn state at Kennell Lodge Chief McNab proceeded
to sign and seal the location tickets, and remarkable docaments
they were; a portion of the ticket read as foliows: “I hereby
bind my-elf, my heirs and successors, to give you the s2id land
free of any quit rent for three years from thie date, as also to
procure you a patent for the same at your exp~nse, upon your
having done the settlement duties and your granting me a
mortgageupon said lands, that you will yearly thereafter pay to
me, my heirs and successors for every one bushel of wheat or
Indian corn, or oats of like value, for every cleared acre upon
the said lot of land in name of quit rent for the same in the
month of January in each year. Signed and sealed, Archibald
McNab.” - Thiswas not at all what government had intended but
the settlers -were ignorant of the laws and they had implicit
confidence in their chief. They bound themselvesund their land
to Chief MeNab and his heirs forever, but a feeling of unrest soon
became manifest and the story of discontent on the part of the
settlers and persecution on the part of the chicf is a long one.
McNab cerried his Lairdship with a high hand indeed, and he
reduced the free-born Highlanders to the abject condition of the
Russian serfs. The first open break came in less than two years.
The Chief claimed the right to all the timber growing in the
township, and Alexander Miller, one of the settlers, who was a
school teacher and well educated, remonstrated with tke chief
and said the locuters had a right to the timber and in defiance of
the Laird's despotic commands Miller sold all the timber on his
land to Mr. John Bril}, formerly & lumberman of McNab. Chief
MeNab was furious and he vowed vengeance on all concerned.
He had influence with the government, Brill was compelled to
pay the whole amount of the duty of all the timber he cut in the
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.* fownship. and poor Miller while working in Nepean was thrown
- into prison at the command of the chief for an alleged debt of
-eighty pounds sterling. After being six weeks in jail his kinsmen
* heard.of it and five of them travelled sixty miles through the
deep forest-to offer bail and Miller was liberated for the time
. -being.. All efforts for Miller, however, were of no avail, the chief
..« Peceived the verdict, the prisoner left the township and his death
+#3 . cecured -in. Beckwith in 1867, the first martyr to the Laird of
-+ McNab's despotism. Other settlers came and the persecution
went on, while the Laird-of Kennell Lodge sat in state, the
patriarch of his clan. R L
i - ARV .
5%+ In the fall
-7 . of. 1831:. Chief -
s .- ~MeNabin Mon-
© treal met two
s young: men,
, Messrs, George
“--and Andrew
" " Buchanan,who
had just come
from Scotland.
He spoke to
them in glow-
ing terms- of.
the rapids at
the mouth of
the Madawas-
ka river &nd
he .. persuaded aiiss g
. them to settle .. . e T T e £
‘in:-“his town-  Waba Lodge, The White Lake Home of Chief McNab
ship.” Hemade ... - = S R R R
lavish promises and offered them a miil site free and timber
=+for sawlogs for a trilling - consideration. Further, he claimed
< them as distant .relatives, being descended from a collateral .
:%; branch of the Buckanaus of Arnprior. The young men came to
> inspect the place:and they agreed to the chieFs terms and in
:~ compliment to McNab, as well 25 on account. of their origin, thay
. named the place Aroprior, and thus the Arpprior of Caunada
received its name. - The place years afterwards was visited by
the prerent King of England who planted an oak in front of Mr.
McLachlin's residence, where once stood Kennell Lodge, and the
tree today is-ene of the largest in those heautiful grounds.
" » <« Thearrangement hetween the Laird of McNab and Messrs, -
Andrew.and George Buchanan was finally concluded, and the -

st
v

',!‘2
)

.

- N

~

&

Y

s
LTI

! .
:A TE— -a'r""’:u‘:




3

‘The Chronicle's Souverir Numte: Page S:ven

latter gave the hief a bond for the performance of their part of
the contract and immediately commenced operations. The land
was clenred, workshops of log were erected, a store and dwelling
of the same material were put up, a dam was thrown aéross the
Madawaska and o bridge spanned the river. A grist mil was
erected on the small.island were now the present bridge rests
one of its piers und the sawmill stood on the site of the present
larger water mill.”- Early in 1833 the works were in operation
and Arnprior - became active for the first time and from that
small beginning the Arnprior Jumber industry has grown to be -
oue of ' the largest on-the-continent, nnd the town takes rank
with the best. - S C e .

In 183f-the- Buchanans and- Chief McNab had a serious
quarrel which culminated in the former handing over their pro-
perty to Messrs. Gould, Simpson-and Mittleberger. About this
time another party of Highland settlers arrived in McNab
including -the McLachlans, the Stewarts, the Fergusons, the
Robertsons and the Duffs, the de .cendants of these families being
still in Arnprior-and MeNab in large numbers. The persecution
of the settlers by Chief McNab was becoming worse. By this
time steamboats were plying regularly between Montreal and
Fitzroy Harbor ana the Messrs. Buchanan were resolved {o
extend the service to the Chneaux rapids and a steamer was in
course of construction-when Mr. Andrew Buchanan fell ill and
died. . He was buried on the spot where now stands the Arnprior
creamery and in 1853 Mr. Wm. Russell had the remains removed
to the Arnprior cemetery. The year 1835 closed with Chief
MeceNab engaged dn a law 'suit with George Buchanan,-and with -
the work of clearing a farm at° White Lake and the ercction of -
(\iVaba Lodge, the chief’s White Lake home, which stands to this

ay. - = Lot s - PR R .. .

In the*fall of 1836 George Buchanan failed and the whole + ™
estate was taken over by Messrs. Simpson, Gould and M« ttleber- )
ger. Business in and about Arnprior became dormant and in
1839 the above-named firm abandoned the town. The grist mill -+ -
bad gone out of repair, the mills were being plundered and they
had been assigned ro the Middletons in Liverpool. Everything
bore the aspect of ruin and desolation. ‘The old-time glory of
the place was gone. The people of McNab. however, were mak-
ing progress; they applied for a minister and Rev, Alex.- Mann
was sent out from Scotland to miuister to the wants of the
people of Fitzroy, McNab and Pakenham. The first church was
erected upon the lot of Mrs. Jarnes Stewart, 2nd concession of
McXNab, in 1840. The building is still used as a church. Schools
were also erected in the township about this time. .

- Chief MeNab's influence in the township was steadily: wan-

I SRR NN IV
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ing ; every outrage and persecution was met by the settlers,who
were mainly organized against him. His home was now at 3
White Lake. At t’ ) spring assizes at Perth in 1843 the chief 3

was arrested and brought to court as a public nuisance and a 3
verdict of “gnilty” was pronounced. The victory was complete 7

and effectual. It was the final culmination of the defeat of Me- 3

- ."Nab’s power. Soon after these verdicts the Laird left MeNab for- L8
<.;3, ever; he was forced to abandon a township where he mignt 3§
-+ have lived happily and beloved and with the advantages he pos- g
“.sessed he could have ended his days in wealth and infiuence.
"3 Chief McNab died on the 22nd of April, 1860, in Lanion, a ¥
:small fishing village in France, and at least one redeeming fea- ¥
“ture of his life is manifest, and that is that he caused to settle in !
.i*McNab as loysl, persevering, thrifty and altogther worthy a ¥
poo - class. of citizens as could anywhere be found. C- 33
A . %4.. McNab township made rapid progress. New settlers came to
4 the township, the value of property quickly increased, roads and 3§
ul. . o7 . bridges were constructed and today McNab is one of the best and 3
%+~ wealthiest townships in-Ontario and many of its citizens are in 3
affluent circumstances. -- ; : ’ , "
‘ The commencement of Arnprior's progress dates to the com- 23
B .= ing of the late Daniel McLachlin, father of Mr. H. F. McLachlin,
ol and grandfather of Arnprior’s present mayor. He came in 1852 >
it and found the place a delapidated scene of log ruins; bhe pur- 3
5 ) v ... »..chased the water power and 400 acres of land within the limits : -
T T Tt of which the municipality of Arnprior now stands. Iramediately %
b, ~.on acquisition of the site by Mr. McLachlin, in the year 1851, he *

’ ‘proceeded to create a town, having it regularly surveyed, and :
the present town was laid out. Several lots were sold at & very 3§
low figure and a goodly number pressnted as free gifts to in- 7%
tending settlers. The result of his generous action was speeqily 33
raanifested in the erection of several buildings, and in "a short 3§
time the dense pinery gave place to the village streets, and the .3}
hum of industry took the place of the silence of the forest, For =R
some time previous to this a sawmill,with one circular saw, was >3
- operated on the site of the present water mill No. 2, but did not
prove a success, and after lying idle for some years was eventu- M
..  ally carried away by a freshet. On the completion of the Canada T3
" Central Railway about the year 1866, the water mill No. I was R |

: built by Mr. McLachlin, and in the fall of the same year the con- i
Hu . - struction of water mill No. 2 was commenced. These mills were
i -*. ... operated night and day and the bus:ness which had begun by 7
. ~ - producing about 2,000 feet of lumber in a day, had reached a ¥
capacity of about 20,000,000 feet a year. )

Mr. Daniel McLachlin, he who had managed so carefully and

; , so well, decided to retire from the business in 1869 und to his .
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came into being. - Messrs. John H. and Daniel McLachlin, jr.,
passed atwvay in the seventies and Mr. H. F. McLachlin became a
member of the firm and he is today the president of the concern.
Mr. Claude McLachlin died in 1904 and Mr. Daniel McLachlin,
grandson of the founder of the business, was taken intu the
partnership and the firm name became McLachlin Brothers
Limited. A third mill, operated by steam, was built on the shore
of Chats Lake in 1871, and after ruuning succes:fully for four

another, while a fourth mill was erected a few years later. -
here. The town has improved and developed along all lines.

pever experienced any “boom pericd” but today it holds the
proud position of being one of the most progressive towns in the

it had ample population twenty years later to receive a town
charter, yet it was not till 1892 that it was incorporated as a town,
at which time its population was 3,200. Tke population in 1909,
including suburbs, is about 6,000. . ) -

It is well situated on Chats Lake, at the confluence of the
Madawaska with the Ottawsa river, also on the C.P.R. and the
Grand Trunk Railway, 36 miles west of Ottawa, 180 miles from
Montreal, 277 northeast of Toronto and 50 miles southeast of
Pembroke, the county seat.

Tho Madawagska river supplies excellent water power, and the
various industries comprise large saw mills, flour mill and lumber
yards; also woollen mill, machine shop, planing mills, furniture
factory, scale works, butter factory, bottling works, and large
brick works in the vicinity. The town contains two chartered-
banks, also several good hotels and many substantial business
places, sall enjoying a prosperous trade. The total value of real
property, not including the suburbs, is $1,075,240. - - ’

. .-,1{“«,,\ .
. \ [ -tanes :t‘}&_!

years was destroyed by fire. It was soon after replaced by )
' The history of Arnprioris the history of the lumberindustfy

Permanent roadways and walks are everywhere. The place has *

three eldest sons: Messrs. John: H., Daniel and Claude McLach-
lin, he handed over the business, and the firm of McLachlin Bros. *

Dominion. In 1862 it wasincorporated as a village, and although -
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PARENHAM

Top Row : J. F. Barrows, W, Elliott, A. Lesage, G, F. Francia, D. J. O'Naill,
Boutomn Rovi: laac Willoughby, Dr, 3lurphy, C. 3. Sewart, Dr. Gemmill,
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* [he Arnprior Town Council and
& Other Officials, . 1909,

THE TOWN COUNCIL

S\ avor—Mr. Dan. McLachlin. - = - . .- o oL~
SREevE—Mr. W, M. Howe. : T
TECouvxciLLors—Messrs, Edwin Farmer, M. Havey, P.T. Dagenaxs,

™ dcCormick, J. L. Fraser, Jo~.eph Gaudette
BCLE:.. .—Ar. l‘revorH Grout. . L .,‘:,
¥I'neastrER—Mr. John Tierney. -l
Assessor—Mr. Henry Newham.

CHIEF 0oF PoLICE—JIr. John Mattson.
gAupiTors—A. D. Sinclair and H. Newham.

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION _°

CHAxn:xsx—-Dr J. G. Crauston. -
ML RUSTEES—Messrs, W, J. Beatty, John Currxe, C. A R. Dulmzwe,
Michael Galvin, H. W. W, Gardner, J. G. Led"erwood
R. A. Jeffery, A. W. MacGregor, D.D.S., W. F. Mchay, MD
J. A, Simpson, J. C. Williams. . Sweter
® SECRETARY-TREASURER—Mr. M. D. Graham

THE BOARD OF TRADE

S -~

ey oy
e v.‘uu v i,
2ol

HO\ORABY PRESIDENT—Mr. James Bel. ~~ " . ]
Pm-:smmr—-Mr S. R. Rudd. Wi BRI
® Vice-President—Mr. R. 8. Drysdale,  “%#7%% © 5. o0 ';;

R

¥ SECRETARY-TREASURER—Mr. J. C. leixs.ms.‘ i
¥ CouxciL—Dr. A. Armstrong, John Brepnan, T. S. Church A G
Clarke, J. W. Fraser, J."J. Grace, R. A. Jeffery, J L.
Ledgerwood, Dr. W, F. Mackav, H. J. Mathewson. J. S. Moir,
Dr. J. E. Murphy,J J. Neilson, E, D. Osborne, W Fszuham

THE LIBRARY BOARD

CuammaNn—Mr. George Neilson.
S SECRETARY-TREASURER—Chas, Macnamara.
B BOARD OF MANAGEMENT—Messrs. T. H. Grout, Hedley Bnd"e.
| 1Bk G. E. Muabee, J. H. Macfarlane, Dan. McLachlin (e\-ofhuo)

- THE BOARD Of HEALTH

Cn.xm\( AN—Mr. R. 8. Drysdale.
p SECRETARY—Mr. T. H. Grout. .
.\lb.::m*ns—\rayor McLachlin, Messrs. J. F. O'Neill, J. S. Moir,
P John Mulvihill, B. V. Stafford and J. P. Galviu.
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Ampmorhas never kuown a*boom” period -conaeque

" she has never suffered a reaction” From the earliest day
the town each succeeding yearhas witnéssed substa

* progress and from present ‘indications the developmenty

. continue and Arnprior raust become an unportaut mert_a,
centre. No town in the broad Dominion is more fav or
situated and the attention of manufacturers who desix

“locate in a live,.convenient, growing, prosperous, mo%
town of 6,000 population, (xncludm" suburb:,) is dxrectu]
few of Arnnm«)rs advama.«es :

g

Arnprior is on the C. P. R. Main Line to the Northvi’v‘x
) Amprxor is on the Line of the G .T. R.

1

Amprxor Has Thousands of Horse POWer Pra(,tla

“unused. 7 F ‘ -
Arnprior Oﬁ‘eis Cheap;Motive Power.

" Arnprior Has Many Available Sites. =~ +

_Arnprior Has Modern Permanent Streets. -, : L

Arnprior ’Wﬂl Be An Impnrtanf, Pomt on the (xeorg;
Ba.y Canal... 3 , :

Arnprior Has a Greab Lumber Industry and i a Laf
Employer of Labor. .

Arnprior Has a ‘;dee-a,wakg, Council, Board of Tra

e «w...u{m:.mu-ﬁw.,r- et g ot U 8 SO NS T SV 1 Ot
P 5 i

prer, e

Board of Education, ete. .~ 3‘;
_ Arnprior Has the Best of Churches and bt.hools. vt
Arnprior Has Two Banks. - ‘“? i‘
Arnprior Is Adjoined by Large, Prosperous Townshg :
- Arnprior Has the Advantage of Cheap Reutal Dwelhn: !
Arnprior Wants You, and Will Help You. ‘ ‘i

3
|
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Advantages

roprior Requires : ] j S q L ‘ ] )
A Grain Elovator . o .-
A Pulp Industry . R : .,
A Pork Packing Fuctoi'y 7 »‘ = X
A Foundry o o _ o SR
A Modern Steam Lnimdry ‘ﬂ . L

A Wood Working Factory

A Boat Factory o B B
A Rv:xd.\'-ihule Clothing Factory o T ':
A Hat Factory ¥ &
A Cerenl Factory o :
A Waggon Factory e - i

- A Farm Implement Manufactory .-
A Malleable Iron Works . =
A Machine Shop S .. -
A Spring Bed and Refrigerator Factory .

A Boot nud Shoe Factory
In fuct Araprior offers every economic and advan-

kL1 cous facility for the profitabie operation of every kind of
industry.,

Electrical Power supplied manufacturers at a
ory reasonable price perh.p. Write to the Secre ary of

ELhoe Board of Trade or to the Town Clerk. )
N
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The :'Arn

prior Separate School
Board 1909 ) )

L ) 3
. - . " WA e
TREASURL«,R—Rev. Al Chame. . ’ I

TRUSTELS——\Iessrs. Thoé.._Ho«ran, Demos Mnlett:e, J P. ‘Murphy,
Jnhn Mulvihill. ™
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| -The Gowling ;
Busmess
ColIeO'e
= . OTTAWA
5. Ottawa’s Greatest School
?:; - _of Business and Shorthand
‘c '3;" - ) Whrite for catalogue,
3 b Eoter at auy time.
¥,
5‘ 155 W. E. GOWLING,
fa w. E. (;()\vr.x.\:. PRINCIPAL - PRINCIPAL
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MARTIN ORME PIANO

- “ Not_ oldest in point of years but the best
pxano of the Canadian Century”

-

YL Al ozm sn'z.x-: 2} 3400 0\' S

A -T}ns ia only one ~of our beautxful modda—thc handsomo case
d&elgn being of the Lonis XV. peried.

- - We've got smaller pianos and lm-ger pmnm than lhls but ¢ach is of

the ﬂnesb possible grade. If you once tried the |+~ - o
R MARTIN-ORME PIANO - .

*you would say, as do all musicians, that it xsmcnmpnmhle The inadel
shown above we sell at $400 on time with 2 literal dxxcount for cash.

¥ - ORME & SON LIMITED |
189 Sparks Street . Ottawa, Canada

~

= Sole Selling Agents Martin-Orme Pianos
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A Vest Pocket Size - S I LE N T ) .
"of EDDIPI{_;_SSF%Iwus 4 ) ;: . -
» “SILE " Every . Sy ..
"+ ‘stick a match, every COM ET
. match ah hght ar&d «
every light a steady
- flame. De-light for. MATCH ES
.||- the smoker—Try a _
o | box. . Always every- > The Latest Match ‘
2 »+ll whereinCanada ask i
-3 : for Eddy’s Matches.." Creatlon ofthe -
' : P L R Greatest Manufactorv
A S Dr e Ny
:‘ ' - o
| '_:ig‘g o ', :}5 : ; : ‘-' : . i ‘:: < eTrnT —;:»r.: T .ol =
= The Arnpnor Chromcle
£ . . .
i e Alrns at Being an Ideal - pRY
S {j LOCAL Newe.paper . . ' N
o - ) R R i . oE- -
w ‘sz the lmx that bxnds togei:her the home o a';“?
dlstnct and those who have roamed afar -
Clean in' Matter and Make-up. 'Tis C®
: . the Advertiser's Mint - - "

fh

~

R. A. JEFFERY, Editor and Proprietbr -
ARNPRICR, ONTARIO .




