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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTORY

Canadian forces in France had been almost

continuously engaged in defensive warfare.
They had, it is true, taken part with Imperial troops in
offensive engagements and had on their own account
made many raids into the enemy’s lines, but these
operations were all diyan offensive-defensive character.
The Germans during the first two years of the war
had such a preponderance of guns, machine guns,
trench mortars, and other essential war material, that
the Allied armies could do little more than dent their
line. To force them from the strong positions they
held between the North Sea and the Alps was for the
time being impossible. This defensive warfare had
tried the citizen soldiers of Canada to the limit, but
when, in the late summer of 1916, they moved from the
Ypres salient to the Somme area, they had that
soldierly bearing and battle confidence that belong
only to veterans. Second Ypres, Festubert, Givenchy,
St. Eloi, Sanctuary Wood, and Hooge had given the
discipline, resourcefulness, courage, and dash that
made many of the older battalions admirable shock
troops. ;

Battle operations of vast magnitude had been
planned by the Allies, operations that were to turn the
tide of war; and in the engagements that eventunated,
the forces from Canada were to play an essential part.
In the light of the fact that the war was to continue
with uninterrupted violence for over two years longer,
the statement that the turn of the tide oceurred with
the offensive work of the Allies in the summer and

UNTIL the opening of the Somme campaign the
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autumn of 1916 may seem extreme; but a careful
review of the war as a whole will show it to be true.
After the Somme battles the Germans were compelled
to retreat from positions that they had thought im-
pregnable. At Vimy Ridge they were blasted out of
lines they had been confident of being able to hold until
the end of the war; and at Passchendaele, with the
weather conditions fighting hard in their favour, they
were swept from positions that they had built in
Flanders as a barrier to hold back the Allies until
such time as they could sweep forward as they had
done in the opening months of the war. They were
fighting a holding battle while slowly getting ready a
war machine with which they hoped to roll relentlessly
over their foes. But the German High Command must
have viewed with alarm the wearing down of this war
machine even faster than they could build it up.

In the succession of battles that turned the tide of
the war the Canadians played a part of great im-
portance. At the Somme they drove the German
forces from their strongest trench systems. Vimy
Ridge was largely their victory; and it was they who
gave the death blow to the Passchendaele defences.
The Germans came back in erushing force in . the
autumn of 1917 and the spring of 1918; but not with
the vast flood of men that had swept over the plains
of Belgium and France with irresistible might in the
autumn of 1914. Their-friumphs were local, eddies
rather than an overwhelming deluge. From the time
of the Somme battles they were beaten; and if the
German High Command did not know it, the Allied
armies did, and they had a confidence that is more
than half the battle.

Canada, likesher sister dominions, Australia and
South Africa, achieved her triumphs with voluntary
troops; for the soldiers brought into the Canadian,
army through the operations of the Military Service
Act came into the field too late to help in furning the ™™
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tide of the war, although many of them played a gal-
lant part in the closing scenes, when the enemy was on
the run. Nothing in the history of the war is more
remarkable than the readiness and the eagerness with
which the youth of Canada took up arms. The First
Contingent, of over thirty thousand men, was enrolled
literally in a few days. In this contingent fully sixty
wper cent. were of British birth. Many of the volun-
teers thought that the war would be a short one and
that it might be at an end even before they reached
Europe; many were experienced soldiers who had
served in South Africa and elsewhere and who eagerly
welcomed the call to arms; many others were out of
work in a time of wide-spread trade depression and
teok advantage of the chance to return to the home-
land; a1 many were of that adventurous class who
are ready to throw themselves into any fight that pre-
sents itself ;— all honour to them that when put to the
test they played their part in a way that astonished
the world : such were the men of Second Ypres, Festu-
bert, and Givenchy. The men of the Somme, Vimy
Ridge, and Passchendaele were in many respects dif-
ferent. The ranks of the First Contingent had been
sadly thinned in the maelstrom of war. The battalions
had passed through experiences such as had never
before been endured in battle. They had wallowed in
mud and slime, and been subjected to terrific deluges of
shells and bullets, to which, owing to lack of prepared-
ness on the part of the Allies, they were unable to
make adequate reply. They had endured the horrors
of poison gas at a timé when preparations had not
been made to cope with this diabolical weapon. More
men and still more men were needed. What those
already in the field were suffering was known to every
Canadian lad; yet when the call came for further
contingents the response was so great that the
authorities had difficulty in handling the men; and
this time the men of Canadian birth predominated.
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When the First Contingent took the field it was to
some extent an unknown quantity. The men were
looked upon largely as raw recruits, despite the ex-
cellent training they had received in England before
being sent ¢‘ overseas.’”” The old soldiers had little
faith in troops that had not been subjected to battle
conditions. In their judgment a soldier was not a
soldier till he had faced the enemy in the field and been
shot over — he was still a civilian, though in uniform.
Even if the soldiers by six months’ discipline and
training had been hardened for the march and the
bivouae, such a period was not sufficient to make ef-
ficient officers. It was a common saying in the spring
of 1915 that the Canadian soldiers were of the right
sort, but that they ‘‘carried their officers as mascots.”’
This was unjust; but it was true that very few of the
officers knew anything of actual war, and in a war of
manceuvres might have failed hopelessly. But for
the work immediately in hand they required little
knowledge of strategy and tactics. Courage and initia-
tive were the things demanded of them, and these
for the most part they had in full measure. So ad-
mirably did the officers and men aequit themselves
after reaching France that from the very first they
took rank among the best soldiers in the field, rarely
giving ground and rarely being sent at an objective
that they did not achieve. They created a tradition
for the Canadian troops that were to come after them.

We have seen the 1st Division followed by the 2nd
and 3rd Divisions! and the Canadian Army Corps
come into being. The 4th Division was to be added to
this corps before it began its offensive work at the
Somme. This division entered the field under more
favourable circumstances than any of its predecessors.
It had been in process of formation since 1915, but so
heavy were the calls on its battalions, due to the deple-
tion in such battles as St Eloi and Sanctuary Wood of

1 See Vol. III, p. 196, et seq.
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the divisions already in the field, it did not arrive in
France until midsummer of 1916, It was made up of
the 10th, 11th, and 12th Infantry Brigades, the 8th,
9th, 10th, and 11th Canadian Artillery Brigades, and
the Divisional ‘Artillery Ammunition Column. ,

The 10th Infantry Brigade, from the West, con-
sisted of the 44th Battalion (Winnipeg), 46th
(Southern Saskatchewan), 47th (British Columbia),
and 50th (Calgary). This brigade left England on
August 10th, 1916, It W:?/at once sent to the Ypres
salient, and on the 22nd ef the month took its place in
the front line. The brigade was at first commanded
by Brigadier-General W. St. Pierre Hughes, but on
January 18th, 1917, when it was stationed before Vimy
Ridge, training for the great attack of April, its com-
mand was taken over by Brigadier-General Edward
Hilliam, D.S.0.

The 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade was organized
in May, 1916, and hoped to be sent speedily to France.
But June came with the battles of St. Eloi, Sanctuary
Wood, and Hooge. The divisions in the field had been
so cut up that reinforcements were immediately
needed, and two of the battalions of the 11th were
sent to fill up gaps in the forces already in action.
The brigade consisted of the 54th Battalion (Koote-
nay), 76th (Toronto), 87th (Montreal), and 102nd
(Northern British Columbia). At the time of its
formation it was under the command of Brigadier-
General F. O. W. Loomis. But the losses at Sanctuary
Wood compelled a rearrangement of the Command.
Major-General Mercer had been killed, and the com-
mand of .the 3rd Division went to Major-General
“Lipsett. Loomis was recalled to France, and the 11th
Brigade was taken over by Lieut.-Colonel V. W.
Odlum, of the 7th Battalion, a young but experienced
soldier, who took over his new duties with the rank
of brigadier-general.

The 12th Brigade, like the 11th, completed organi-
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zation in May, 1916, and was under the command of
Brigadier-General Lord Brooke. Its original bat-
talions were the 51st, 72nd, 73rd, and 87th. The
fighting in the salient made sad havoc in its numbers,
no fewer than twenty-four officers and over seven
hundred other ranks of the 51st being dhafted to
France. Their place was taken by the 78th Battalion.
The 12th Brigade was to undergo still further change,
the 87th being transferred to the 11th Brigade. When
the brigade took the field it consisted of the 38th
Battalion (Ottawa), which had recently been doing
garrison duty in Bermuda, 72nd (Vancouver), 73rd
(Montreal), and 78th (Winnipeg). Shortly after it
reached France the command of the brigade was
placed in the hands of Brigadier-General J. H. Mac-
Brien, D.S.0.

The commander-in-chief of the 4th Division from
the time of its organization was Major-General David
Watson, a veteran with more than a year’s battle ex-
perience of the most trying kind. All the officers com-
manding infantry brigades had had a distinguished
career in the field. Brigadier-General Hughes had al-
ready proved himself an able soldier; and his successor
in the command of the 10th Brigade, Brigadier-General
Hilliam, who had begun his work as a captain of the
5th Battalion, had proved himself a most resourceful
officer in the defence of Gravenstafel Ridge, where he
was severely wounded on April 25th, 1915. On his
recovery he had been promoted lieutenant-colonel and
transferred to the 25th Battalion (Nova Seotia).
Brigadier-General. Loomis, of the 11th, was in the
thick of the Second Battle of Ypres, in command of
the 13th Royal Highlanders of Canada; and his sue-
cessor, Brigadier-General Odlum, who had taken over
the 7th Battalion (British Columbia) on the death of
Lieut.-Colonel Hart-McHarg, although one of the
youngest of the officers, had acquired a reputation,
especially in the matter of trench raids, second to none
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in the Canadian army, or, for that matter, in the entire
Allied forces. Brigadier-General MacBrien had been
D.A.A. and Q.M.G. of the 1st Canadian Division and
had been awarded the D.S.0. for his services. He
was afterwards promoted to the General Staff of the
Canadian Corps. The General Staff officers and the
officers of the Divisional Staff had all seen active
service. In the 4th Division were lieutenants and
captains who had enlisted as privates; majors and
lieutenant-colonels who had begun their military
career as lieutenants; and even brigadier-generals
who had entered active service as captains. The 4th
Division was thus to enter the field with vastly greater
advantages than did the 1st, or even the 2nd and 3rd.
It was officered by men who knew what they were to
expect/ and who had received intensive training for
the work in hand.

The.3rd Canadian Divisional Artillery, which ac-
companied the 4th Division to France, had had a stiff
c¢ourse of training in England during the spring and
summer of 1916. After the 4th Division was or-
ganized it was planned to send the artillery overseas
as three brigades of field artillery and one howitzer
brigade; but it was finally decided to have in each
brigade three field batteries and one howitzer battery:
so when the brigades left for France the 8th consisted
of the 30th, 31st, and 40th Field Batteries and the 35th
Howitzer Battery ; the 9th of the 32nd, 33rd, and 45th
Field Batteries and the 36th Howitzer Battery; the
10th of the 37th, 38th, and 39th Field Batteries and the
43rd Howitzer Battery; and the 11th of the 41st,
44th, and 46th Field Batteries and the 29th Howitzer
Battery.

Brigadier-General J. H. Mitchell was in command
v of the artillery. General Mitchell had had experience
in the salient as commander of the 3rd Brigade,
C.F.A. His career had been a brilliant one and con-
tinued to be so till the end of the war. He had already
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been several times mentioned in despatches and had
been awarded the Legion of Honour, Croix d’Officier,
All the commanders of the brigades had fought in
France and Belgium. Lieut.-Colonel D. I. V. Eaton,
of the 8th Brigade, had commanded the R.C.H.A. at
the front in 1915. Lieut.-Colonel H. G. Carscallen, of
the 9th, had proved himself a skilful commander with
the 11th Battery. Lieut.-Colonel G. H. Ralston, of
the 10th, had won distinction on more than one oc-
casion, receiving particular mention for his good work
at Givenchy in June, 1915.! Lieut.-Colonel A. G. Mac-
Naughton, of the 11th, had seen active service with
the 2nd Brigade, C.F.A.

The 4th Division moved to France by brigades, the
10th arriving on August 11th, the 11th on the 14th, and
the 12th on the 15th. The division assembled on the
17th and moved forward to the Ypres salient, from
which the other three Canadian divisions were being
withdrawn for the Somme operations. It experienced
some severe trench warfare and much necessary train-
ing, each of the brigades being taken out of the line
from time to time for a course of tactical instruction.

Canada had now over 100,000 men, all volunteers, in
France, not taking into account the casualties. These
had been heavy. In 1915 there had been 14,500, almost .
entirely in*the 1st Divison. In 1916 they increased
proportionately with the number of men in the field,
and by the end of the year the total casualties were
56,600, a casualty list for two years of 71,000. Canada
was paying a he#vy price in the fight against militar-
ism, aning it willingly, and ready to pay a.still higher

price. The Somme, Vimy Ridge, and Passchendaele
took heavy toll; so heavy that voluntary recruiting
was not sufficient to fill the gaps made in the ranks,
and the Canadian Government was forced, regretfully,
to resort to consecription. The majority of Canadian
young men welcomed the new order of things: many

1 See Vol. 111, p. 187.

\
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had been eager to enlist, but had been held back by
family duties, family ties, and family influence. As
soon as the Military Service Act came into force
hundreds rushed to the recruiting depots to enroll.
Conseripts, in the ordinary sense of the word, the men
of the new army could not be called. They fitted readily
into Canada’s war machine, and in the field, where op-
portunity offered, proved themselves as courageous
and resourceful soldiers as those who had voluntarily
taken up arms.

*d




CHAPTER IT
THE SOMME OFFENSIVE

1. LeaviNG THE YPRES SALIENT

France about the middle of August, 1916, was

the signal for a general exodus of the Canadian
troops from the Ypres salient to the Somme area.
Although newly arrived at the front, the 4th Divi-
sion was no less eager to get into the conflict than
the other three divisions were to leave Belgium for
France, where there was a prospect of greater activity;
and one has not to seek far for the reason.

The three divisions, the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, which
were already in~the well-known salient, had had a com-
paratively long period of rest, after the trying
experiences of the campaign of April, May, and June.
They wepe still almost continually under fire, but they
had™get for a moment lost their aggressiveness, being
constdntly on their guard against any surprise and
occasionally indulging in profitable raids, But for
some timé their operations were of a minor nature.
Many of the men had had long battle experience and
were naturally anxious to be transferred to France,
where the fighting was known to be more open and of
a sterner character. They were ready to be again put
to the test. It was not enough for them that they were
holding the line. There was real fighting elsewhere
and they were keen to be in the thick of it.

Without having had any great opportunity of gain-
ing anything like the same experience, the men of the
latest Canadian division to arrive on the battle-front

Trm arrival of the 4th Canadian Division in
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THE SOMME OFFENSIVE 11

soon reached the same state of mind. For a time it
was satisfactory to know that they were in the actual
theatre of the world’s greatest war: but for some of
the battalions, at least, the waiting, though absolutely
necessary, had been most trying. One of these bat-
talions, mobilized since the winter of 1915, and others
formed not long afterwards, had been called upon so
frequently to furnish reinforcements for the forces
already in France that it had been impossible for them
to be despatehed as units, and it was not until August,
1916, as stated, that the division was in readiness to
proceed. Still anothex,battalion had been called upon
to do garrison duty for over ten months in Bermuda ;'
and, although it had the honour of being the first
purely volunteer Colonial force to do that duty, offi-
cers and men alike were eager to show their mettle in
the trenches and to know for themselves what war
conditions really were. Shortly after the middle of
August the 4th Canadian Division arrived in the
salient and, after having received its baptism of fire
there, followed the more experienced divisions to the
Somme.

As before mentioned, since the middle of June there
had been no actions of a momentous character in the
area assigned to the Canadians in Flanders. The
salient was, however, a most disagreeable one and
casualties were constantly occurring, as must inevi-
tably be the case where the enemy is watchful and
well-prepared. There was the occasional raid, the
usual artillery registration and retaliation, the eternal
sniping, the necessity of sending down ration parties,
of establishing listening posts, of detailing wiring
parties, of improving the front line, communication,
and other trench systems. The battalions were
regularly relieved at intervals and given tactical in-
struction somewhere behind the lines. While they
were thus resting they were required to furnish
! See Vol. 111, p. 329 et seq., of this series.
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necessary quotas of working parties. After the heat,
with the accompanying discomforts of the summer
season, came the rain and colder weather of the early
autumn. The ground absorbed some of the water, the
shell holes held more, and the communication trenches
had an unhappy adaptability for reserving a seemingly
unlimited supply, which could be used for absolutely
no good purpose. German machine gunners from
their cleverly concealed nests played upon the com-
munication trenches day and night, but more par-
ticularly at night, when the Canadians, under the
cover of darkness, sought to bring up their rations
and other supplies. There was an enormous waste of
what was apparently perfectly good German ammu-
nition, but there were also many casualties — enough
to convince any soldier that it was wisdom tot take
advantage of what cover there was. The communica-
tion trenches afforded the only protection, and the
only comfort there was in them was the feeling of
some slight security.

Naturally, therefore, the Canadians looked forward
with unaffected joy to a change in surroundings.
They had found trench life more or less monotonous
. and irksome, and preferred open fighting, or, at least,
as much of it as circumstances would permit. There
were no complaints; each task allotted was cheerfully
and willingly performed; but it was with a feeling of
relief that they received the order to hand over the
trenches to battalions of the Imperials; and the Ypres
salient saw the last of the Canadians for that year at
least.

The march to the Somme was in the main unevent-
ful, although it made a lasting impression upon those
who were required to undertake it. To the men who
had seen France only from the soldiers’ ‘‘observation
cars,”” it was a revelation. It gave them an op-
portunity of meeting the French peasants, though of
the men there were left only the very old or the very
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’young. The able-bodied were all at the front, and
many others with them who under ordinary war con-
ditions would certainly not have been considered fit
for service. The people who were now met were dif-
ferent from those behind the lines in Flanders.
Except in a few instances nothing was left undone to
make the Canadians feel that they could, within
reason, have what they liked, and every kindness was
showered upon them. Perhaps it was because so
many were able to speak the French language that
the Canadians made friends so readily with “the
French people; and perhaps because it was realized
that these men had come great distances to assist in
seeing that decency and right should prevail in France
and Belgium.

The marches themselves were not all joy. Packs
and equipment had a disagreeable habit of seeming to
increase in weight with each step they were carried;
and many of the infantry resolved there and then that
if they had to do the thing over again they would join
some other branch of the Service where horses and
transports were more in evidence. The singing of
songs was encouraged ; and it helped undoubtedly, but
an organized effort at a rendition of the familiar
“Pack all Your Troubles in Your Old Kit-bag’’ would
invariably call for the remark that the kit-bag was
already much too heavy, and that to pack anything
more in it would meax that the possessor would be
unable to carry it angther step. The metrical system,
so far as it applied to distances, also came in for
most unfavourable criticism. The peasants either did
not know the distances from one place to another, or,
thinking to make the men feel a little more cheerful,
gave them the figures at a considerable reduction.
The sign-posts were, perhaps, a little more accurate,
but even they were not to be trusted.

“To-day, men,”” an officer might confide to his
platoon, ‘“we are to have an easy march. We are to
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be billeted to-night at ‘B’ farm, four kilometres the
other side of the town of ‘A’, which is exactly twelve
kilometres from here.”’

A map might be produced to show that this state-
ment was correct, but the map had to be read with a
good deal of caution. The distances which had just
been given were as the crow flies. No roads led in
that direction or anything like it. Even at the best
the distance through the town was not taken into
consideration 'in the calculation. A man who was
careful and accurate at figures would gather from the
officer’s remarks that sixteen kilometres would cover
the travel for the day, but he would probably be easier
in his mind if he were not able to count at all. He
would get there just as soon as his comrades and
would need no second telling when the order came to
“‘fall out.”

Notwithstanding these drawbacks, the march to the .
Somme after the trench life was a great relief; and
the Canadians were able, to some extent at least, for
the time being to throw aside the thought of war. At
this season of the year F'rance was at her best. Where
the country was not devastated the peasants were
busy on their farms. The fields were a mass of green
and gold. Flowers bloomed everywhere —a wonder-
ful thing for men who for many months had seen little
or nothing of Nature’s beauty. There were frequent
rests, and the orders for each day provided, as far as’
possible, that the strength of the troops should not be
overtaxed. It was the desire of the officers that the
men should arrive at the Somme in perfect condition
for the serious work ahead of them, and, as events
were to prove, they did. Each of the Canadian di-
visions came prepared and eager for anything they
might be asked to do. They had given magnificent
service in Flanders and were now to demonstrate their
fitness for the enormously important tasks they were
to be assigned in a new theatse of fighting operations.
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Away from the sound of the guns, they had time to
realize what war really meant. They could not but
be impressed by the sacrifices made by the peace-
loving people of France. " They came to understand
how these people had suffered from the lust of power
of the German aggressors. They saw what were once
peaceful homes shattered; heaps of rubble where
recently had stood thriving villages. Where once had
been song and laughter and contentment, the people
spoke now in whispers of fearful experiences; told of
homes broken up; of husbands, fathers, brothers, and
sons who had gone away, many of them not having had
an opportunity of saying farewell, and many of whom
were not to return.

The Canadian soldiers, then, saw a side of the war
which, perhaps, had not been previously appreciated
by them. The sublime faith of these people appealed
to them, and strengthened their conviction that they
were fighting in the cause of right and that Germany
and her allies must be made to pay for the horror into
which the world had been convulsed. Nor were they
allowed to go forward under any false impression as to
what was ahead of them. From the occasional French
soldier, home for a few days, the people had heard
much about the fierce character of the fighting in the
Somme area; and when the Canadians told where they
were going the Frenchman would shake his head and
reply that the Somme was a bad place; and he was
undoubtedly right.

2. TuE SrruaTioN oN THE SoMME

To understand the situation on the western front
when the Canadian army began to arrive at the
Somme in September, 1918, it is necessary to have an
outline, at least, of what had occurred in that area up
to this time. Until the middle of September, 1915, this
front had been held against the enemy by the French.
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On September 15th the British took over that part of
the battle-line from Arras to the Somme river, thus
relieMpg the hard-worked French troops for much-
needed rest and for further operations elsewhere.
For several reasons there was not much campaigning
of a strenuous character during the winter montlg's
following.

It is conceded, and after events have shown con-
clusively, that the German Command would have
shown much greater wisdom had it been content to
have fallen back, while there was yet time, and to have
established its armies firmly in positions in the rear,
where Nature had provided better means of defence.
At the moment things were not going particularly well
with the Central Powers on the castern front; and
the Russian inroads in Austria were of such a char-
acter that, by an adjustment of the line, troops might
easily have then been spared from the western
theatre of war. However, this plan, although it was
considered, was abandoned, and the Germans carried
to completion the work of fortifying their positions.
They sat t'zht in their admirable trench system, firm
in the belief that it was absolutely impossible for any
forces the Allies might be able to launch against them
to break-through. Indeed, when many of these de-
fensive works were subsequently examined, the won-
der was that the Allies had succeeded in effecting
their capture. But the Germans had overestimated
their own powers of resistance, and they had at the
game time underestimated the strength and deter-
mination of the Allies. Time was also an important
factor for their opponents. The enemy had up to
this period siperiority in men, guns, and munitions;
and in aerial operations, also, he had the advantage
of greater numbers of swifter and more powerful
machines. During the winter months, therefore, the
Germans contented themselves with construeting line
after line of trenches, redoubts, concealed machine-
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gun emplacements, dug-ouk? of considerable size and
depth, and other defensive positions that almost
baffle description. The nature of the country ad-
mirably adapted it for defensive warfare. Chalk
quarries provided strong natural posts; trenches of
unusual depth and strength were constructed; and
communication lines were established which enabled
the German troops to move about behind their front
positions almost without obstruction or interference.
Even after the most intense and long-continued bom-
bardments many of these trenches and dug-outs were
found to be in a remarkable state of preservation.
Underground passages ran from one post to another,
and thousands of men could be concealed in these in
readiness for any movement, offensive or defensive.
Barriers of every conceivable sort were constructed
against the possible approach of the Allied forces.
In short, there were thousands of positions which were
considered to be practically secure against even the-
heaviest artillery. The only way in which the Allies
could effectually dispose of the enemy was by hand-
to-hand fighting, by bomb and bayonet attack; and
this, to a large extent, was the method adopted, the
artillery being used in a most effective manner to
compel the Germans to remain under cover until the
infantry were able to grapple with them at close
quarters. And in the hand-to-hand fighting the Allies
had a pronounced superiority.

At the time of the first British thrust in the Somme
region the enemy had, for the most part, the ad-
vantage of holding the higher ground and of direct
observation, and, in addition, a superb system of light
railways on which to depend for the despatch of
supplies and reinforcements. They were evidently
fully satisfied to await developments. Meanwhile the
British were becoming stronger each day and were in
no partficular hurry to begin the operations which
were to have such a far-reaching effect in the war.
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Roughly speaking, the line of the assault, which
began after artillery preparation on July 1st, 1916,
ran from north to south through Gommecourt, east
of Hebuterne, along the high ground in front of Serre
and Beaumont Hamel, and crossed the Ancre river
a little to the north-west of Thiépval. From in front
of Thiépval it ran east of Authuille, covering Ovillers
and La Boiselle. From this point it extended about
a mile and a quarter east of Albert, passed south
round the village of Fricourt, turning there to the
east, covering Mametz and Montauban.

The artillery bombardment of the German front .
line began on June 25th, and on July 1st the Allies
went over the top on a twenty-five mile front. After
desperate fighting around Ovillers and La Boiselle,
the latter fell on July 5th, and the former, finally, on
Sunday, July 16th. Another stage of the British ad-
vance began on July 14th. This attack met with
complete success, and by the evening the British held
the whole of the second line from Bazentin-le-Petit
to Longueval. Desperate fighting continued, and on
July 26th the whole of Poziéres had been captured.
By the second week in August steady pressure was
being everywhere applied to the enemy. The ridge
overlooking Thiépval was held and all the high ground
north of Poziéres, giving a clear view of the country
towards Bapaume. The British were between Longue-
val and Ginchy, and were now mainly occupied in
repelling violent efforts of the enemy to recover lost
ground. During the last week of August the troops
facing the German right wing steadily advanced,
pushing their way to the edge of Mouquet Farm. On
August 24th they moved forward towards Thiépval,
coming within five hundred yards of that strongly
fortified place.

This, then, briefly stated, was the situation when the
first of the Canadians reached the Somme. On Sun-
day, September 3rd, the whole Allied front pressed
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forward; and certain battalions of the 1st Canadian
Division supported the Australians, who were attack-
ing on the extreme left near Mouquet Farm and
towards Thiépval, the Canadians occupying a position
at Tom’s Cut.

The 1st Canadian Division (General Currie)
arrived in the Somme area on September 1st. Head-
quarters were established at Rubempré, but were later
moved to Tara Hill. The division was not to be given
much rest; a long-drawn-out battle was on and the
Canadian forces were speedily to be sent into action.
Other overséas forces were already in the field in this
quarter, and on the very day of their arrival the 1st
Infantry Brigade took over the right section of the
line, south-west of Courcelette, under orders of the
4th Australian Division. The following day the 2nd
Infantry Brigade marched to the Brickfields, near
the shell-shattered town of Albert. On the 3rd of
the month the 3rd Brigade took charge of a part of the
left section of the line, extending from the Mouquet
road to the south of Mouquet Farm, a spot that was
the scene of some of the fiercest fighting of the entire
war. General Byng now took over the command of
the line north-east of Albert. Two days later the 1st
Canadian Divisional Artillery was on the scene of
action, having taken over from the 2nd Australian
Divisional Artillery.

Even in the short time that elapsed before the
arrival of the 2nd (General Turner, V.C.) and 3rd
(General Lipsett) Canadian Divisions, the 1st Di-
vision was kept particularly busy by the Germans,
who made several ineffectual attempts to regain lost
ground. A brilliant bit of defensive fighting was en-
gaged in on September 8th, when a small party of
Canadians were attacked by about ten times their
number of the enemy. These men, knowing the odds
to be faced, might easily have retired without the loss
of any important strategical position, but they held
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their ground through the heaviest sort of fighting.
Reinforcements came up hurriedly and the assailants,
after paying dearly for their temerity, were hurled
from a trench into which they had won their way.
Probably with a view to shaking their confidence or
to rendering them less aggressive, the German artil-
+ lery pounded night and day against the positions in
which they had reason to believe the Canadians had
established themselves. The effect was exactly the op-
posite to that which they had expected, and it fell
to the lot of the 2nd Battalion to prove this con-
clusively. The possession of one stretch of German
trench south-east of the Windmill on the Bapaume
road was necessary as part of the closing movement
on Courcelette. The 2nd Battalion had been sent up
to relieve the 4th Battalion early in the afternoon of
September 9th, and the men had hardly had time to
familiarize themselves with their surroundings, a
little over three hours in fact, when they went over
the parapet. The Germans had suffered from a heavy
barrage, but occupied their trenches in such numbers
that they were able to put up a desperate resistance.
However, the fighting spirit of the Canadians wgs
thoroughly roused, and all efforts on the part of ghe
enemy to maintain his hold on the position were swfpt
aside. Immediately thereafter, while the prisoriers,
138 in all, were being taken out and the wounded
removed, the German artillery attémpted, by heavy
shelling, to drive back their successful opponents, but
their efforts were in vain. Having taken the portion
of the trench which was their objective, the Canadians
joined up shell holes in front and maintained them-
selves there. In the meantime bombing parties
cleared the trench within bombing distance on either
side of the position, and communication lines were
built through the ground that had been taken. The
operation was a distinet success. The losses, though
considerable, were small in comparison with those of
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the enemy. Two officers were killed, and nine
“wounded, of whom three subsequently died: of other
ranks the casualties totalle;S 259. But such affairs
as this were only incidents/ important as they were,
in the general fighting.

From the 6th of September the artillery on both
sides pounded away incessantly. On that day the
Germans paid much attention to the Canadians, at
first vigorously shelling their left, but gradually in-
creasing their fire until the whole front line was
suffering an intense bombardment. On September
7th, Kay Trench was flattened; and, in retaliation,
the Canadians directed their attention to Zollern
Redoubt. It was evident that the Germans were pre-
paring an attack in great force, and the Royal Flying
Corps observers reported that the communication
trenches were swarming with troops. As a result of
this information the enemy communication lines from
Courcelette were heavily shelled. Terrific fighting
occurred on the 8th, the Canadians being temporarily
driven back by a strong attack from Mouquet Farm
while the 2nd Brigade was carrying out a relief of
the 3rd. In the afternoon a second attack was de-
feated in hand-to-hand fighting; and in the evening
the Germans were finally repulsed. Again on the 10th
the Canadian lines were heavily bombarded, but a
threatened attack by an immense formation of the
enemy along the frontage held by the 1st Brigade
was disposed of by our artillery barrage. Several
German raids from the direction of Mouquet Farm
were also repulsed by the 2nd Brigade, who inflicted
numerous casualties. On this date the 3rd Canadian
Division arrived on the Somme, having been preceded
by the 2nd Division on September 7th.

Numerous heroic deeds are officially reported of
the fighting about this time. The Germans made con-
tinual efforts to pierce the Canadian lines, and their
patrols and snipers were ever active. In one case
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Lieutenant Matthews, with three scouts of an Ed-
monton regiment, caught five Germans hiding in a
ghell crater. This officer killed one German and
mortally wounded another by bombing, disposed of a
third in a hand-to-hand conflict, and was himself
wounded by a bayonet thrust through the shoulder.
Scout Vernon shot the assailant. The remaining
member of the hostile patrol fired point-blank at one
of the Canadian party and, while attempting to escape,
was bayoneted just as he reached his own wire. On
another occasion a patrol of ten men from a Mon-
treal battalion, under Captain Laframboise, encoun-
tered a number of Germans, and in the darkness each
party at first mistook the other for friends. In the
hand-to-hand struggle which ensued one German was
killed and another wounded. The remainder man-
aged to escape. There were scores of such affairs, so

many, in fact, that deeds of the greatest heroism
passed practically unnoticed.

In every line where the Canadians were employed
there was almost constant fighting. A magnificent
defence of a hotly contested locality was conducted in
one instance by a Regina battalion. Despite a heavy
hostile bombardment, a forward company under
Captain Cameron clung to its positions through two
enemy attacks. That excellent shooting was done by
the artillery is shown also by the fact that a large
earthwork, in the construction of which the Germans
spent several weeks, was completely destroyed by one
of the siege batteries under Major Cape.

These were but incidents of the long-continued
battle or series of battles. Both days and nights were
busy times. After the arrival of the 3rd Division, the
1st Division, on the 11th of September, was relieved
in the right section by the 2nd Division, and early
that morning the 4th Brigade was called upon to repel
an attempt to rush posts established in front of the
line.
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The 3rd Canadian Division entered the actnal fight-
ing area on September 12th, on which day the
Canadians took over a new area—the Ovillers-Cour-
celette road and the ground south of it to Moy Avenue.
The Canadians were constantly engaged in building
saps with a view to approaching forward operations.
The Germans did all in their power to hamper this
work: shells, machine-gun bullets, and bombs were
freely used against the working parties, with a re-
sultant heavy list of casualties. The 8th Brigade of
the 3rd Division relieved the 2nd Brigade on the
Mouquet sector and was immediately called upon to
repulse a strong- attack from Mouquet Farm. = The
brunt of this attack was borne by the 2nd Battalion
of the Canadian Mounted Rifles; and the assaulting
waves were hurled back upon their entrenchments,
being heavily punished by machine guns and Stokes
trench mortars.

Preparatory to the great offensive, which was
shortly to be launched, the Canadians made steady
progress. Montreal, Toronto, -and Vancouver bat-
talions forced their way through heavy barrages to a
line of trenches where an assault was being delivered.
These trenches were consolidated despite the terrifio
fire, and severe bombing attacks were repulsed.
Eternal vigilance was exercised against raids. On
one occasion a movement was observed in the direc-
tion of Mouquet Farm, at which so many of these
affairs originated, and this resolved itself into an
attack in mass. However, the Germans were driven
back with heavy loss. Early the following morning

“another attack was launched against a trench held
by two officers and twenty-four men of a Montreal
battalion. The defending party was greatly out-
numbered, and the enemy succeeded in entering the
trench; but the greater part of the position was re-
captured by a promptly organized counter-attack.

A valuable observation post in the hands of the
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Germans was the next objective, and, despite adverse
conditions, the Canadians moved forward against a
salient in the German line, some five hundred yards in
length. The attack was launched in broad daylight
by three companies under Major Vanderwater, and
the advance against the German line was steady. The
artillery laid down a barrage in front, and the men
followed closely. German machine gunners attempted
to stop the attack; and though their fire was unavail-
ing, they continued to work their guns to the last, when
the whole of the garrison were surrounded, and either
surrendered or were bayoneted. Some attempted to
escape, but were shot down by a Lewis gun which had
been brought up. The Germans, realizing that their
positions must be held at all costs, organized repeated
counter-attacks, which were in every case repulsed.
There were also constant artillery duels, and during
these the Canadians were enabled to observe that the
moral of their opponents was growing steadily weaker.
Indeed, in several cases the Germans attempted to
make it understood that they would welecome being
made prisoners without further struggle. In the air
the British aviators, many of whom were Canadians,
were also showing their supremacy. They carried the
war into German territory, and the land forces were
interested spectators of numerous thrilling aerial
battles fought over the enemy lines. Thanks to this
branch of the Service, accurate photographs were ob-
tained of the ground that had to be taken in front;
and our troops were immediately advised of any
change that was being made in the disposition of the
enemy forees.

3. Tre Svcar REFINERY

On September 13th the artillery began especially to
prepare for an attack in force that had been planned,
and a furious bombardment sent the Germans to
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cover. The capture of Courcelette was q:e ambition
of the Canadians, but it was not to be achieved until
after some of the heaviest fighting that had yet been
seen on the Somme front. The whole operation was
successful —so successful, in fact, that it was not
until it was completed that the full extent of the
victory was realized. The capture of the yillage was
but a part, although a vitally necessary part, of the
operation along the entire front, in which the Fourth
British army and the French army, on the right,
south of the Somme river, were engaged. TMHe capture
of the Sugar Refinery was, indeed, the first phase of
the battle, and it was carried out so speedily that the
Germans were literally swept off their feet. More-
ovgr, the Canadians were in that frame of mind which
goes far to ensute sucedss in fighting of a severe
character. In many cases they had had to be content
to be observers of the fighting and to remain in
their trenches while furious bombardments of their
positions were in progress. And it was a rather un-
comfortable position in which they had been for the
past few days in many parts of the line. There
was a good deal of satisfaction in the thought that
their own artillery was inflicting severe punishment
on the Hun and that immense superiority rested with
the Allied forces in this particular.

The Canadians still retaimed thoughts of the Ypres
salient, where they had had to remain in defensive
positions, in which they had been exposed to fire from
three sides. The Somme was better; the fighting was
of a more open character and there was more of it.
They were, of course, not familiar with the country
over which the attack was to be made, excep(:“%\ a
general way; but they did know that the character of
it was not greatly different from the ground for some
miles in their rear. The road from Albert to Ba-
paume, thanks to the indefatigable efforts of the
engineers and the working parties, was in a tolerable
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state of repair; but it was only by constant attention,
under shell-fire, that it was kept so. On all sides there
was an unspeakable waste ; the road was shelled by the
enemy intermittently, and the area on each side came
in for its share of the devastation. On every side the
country resembled a strangely ploughed field and pre-
sented a scene of utter desolation. All about were
ruined villages, and of Poziéres, at the extreme front
of the British line, noﬂling remained but a mass of -
broken brick and stone; not a tree in the place was
left standing. On our front, a very few trees marked
the position where stood the Sugar Refinery, or what
remained of it. A mile and a half from Poziéres, the
Bapaume road ran half-way between the villages of
Courcelette and Martinpuich, the former a litthe more
than a quarter of a mile to the left. The Sugar Re-
finery was an outpost of Courcelette and had been
converted into a most formidable defensive position
of both that village and the left flank of Martinpuich.

Between all these positions and the British lines
ran a series of strong German trenches, by the use of
which the enemy hoped to hold back any thrusts. Two
of the most important of these trenches were Sugar
and Candy, the latter of which led from the refinery
to Martinpuich and the former to MeDonnell road,
which itself ran parallel to the Bapaume road. These
two trenches met at right angles and provided an es-
pecially strong defence of the position sought by the
Canadians., The refinery was a veritable hornet’s
nest of machine guns and, to add to the difficulty of
successful attack, the Germans held higher ground in
the rear, from which their artillery could sweep the
ground over which the Canadians must pass. The
task of taking this position was entrusted to the 2nd
Division; full confidence was placed in its ability to
overcome the almost insurmountable obstacles, and
that confidence was amply justified. The left of the
attack joined up at McDonnell road with the 3rd

]
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Canadian Division and the right with the 15th (Im-
perial) Division, which was facing Martinpuich, the
whole starting from a line of trenches about half a
mile in front of Poziéres. The particular troops de-
tailed were the 4th and 6th Brigades, with the 5th
Brigade held in reserve.

The official order shows that the sector to the right
of the Bapaume road was entrusted to the 4th Brigade,
under Brigadier-General R. Rennie, M.V.0., D.S.0.,
while the left sector was in charge of the 6th Brigade,
under Brigadier-General H. D. B. Ketchen, C.M.G.
The line of the 4th Brigade was made up as follows:
on the right the 18th Battalion (Western Ontario),
commanded by Lieut.-C'olonel H. L. Milligan; in the
centre the 20th Battalion (Northern and Central On-
tario), commanded by Lieut.-Colonel C. H. Rogers; and
on the left the 21st Battalion (Eastern Ontario), under
Lieut.-Colonel Elmer Jones. In Brigade Reserve was
the 24th Battalion (Vietoria Rifles of Canada), under
Lieut.-Colonel J. H. Gunn. The attacking line of the
6th Brigade consisted of the 27th Battalion (Winni-
peg), commanded by Lieut.-Colonel J.. P. Daley,
D.S.0.; the 28th (North-west), commanded by Lieut.-
Colonel J. . Embury, C.M.G.; and the 31st Battalion
(Alberta), under Lieut.-Colonel A. H. Bell; with the
29th Battalion (Vancouver), under Lieut.-Colonel
J. 8. Tait in Brigade Reserve. The field-guns con-
cerned in the attack consisted of the 1st Brigade of the
1st Canadian Divisional Artillery and four brigades
of the 18th (Imperial) Divisional Artillery, on the
right; and, on the left, three brigades of the 1st
Canadian Divisional Artillery and one brigade of the
Lahore Artillery, under the command of Brigadier-
General Thacker.

The artillery work in preparation for the attack
began about one o’clock in the afternoon of September
14th. For over two hours the engines of destruction
hurled their fateful messages into the lines of the
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Germans, and about four o’clock almost complete si-
lence fell upon the opposing armies. The work of the
artillery was uncanny in its accuracy. Kach detail
had been planned beforehand ; each gun had its special
objective; the moves of the infantry were preceded by
remarkably precise barrages, which were lifted from
time to time, exactly as the occasion demanded. The
artillery power of the enemy must not be under-
estimated; but the aerial services of the Allies had
furnished information as to the exact location of his
batteries and many of these were silenced in advance
of the onset of the Canadian troops. There was no
confusion and no misunderstanding or misinterpre-
tation of orders. The plan had been worked out so
carefully and so completely that the infantry were
assured from the start that nothing had been left un-
done that would give them all possible protection.
Before the attack was launched, however, there oc-
curred an incident that might have had an unfortunate
effect upon the scheme of battle. The main attack was
staged to open at dawn on the morning of the 15th,
and while the Canadians were waiting for the ‘‘zero”’
hour a strong bombing party of the enemy made a
determined attack upon the right sector of the position
held by the 4th Brigade. The situation was un-
doubtedly an awkward one, and' but for the courage
of the defenders might easily have changed the whole
course of events—migzht possibly have delayed the
entire attack. The Germans, evidently, could not
fathom the meaning of the violent artillery bombard-
ment that they had suffered, and had sent out this
aggressive party of bombers to ascertain, if possible,
just what the intentions of the Canadians were. It is
almost certain that the information they sought did
not reach them through their own messengers; but
they were to know —too late for them to do anything
to avert their approaching punishment. These
bombers came out of the darkness, but their presence
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was observed in time for the warning to be given. A
portion of the attacking party actually succeeded
in reaching the Canadian trenches, but none of them
returned to their-own lines. There was an exchange of
hand grenades and bombs; a machine gun was turned
on the intruders; and this brisk but serious onset was
soon ended. It may have been that this attack was but
a preliminary to a greater one which was being or-
ganized and which would have been launched had the
first one been at all successful. In any event the
Germans had large bodies of men assembled in their
most advanced positions,— this much was learned,—
and this meant for them very great losses when they
were caught, a moment later, in the Canadian barrage.

The morning of September 15th was bright and
clear, and there was every prospect of high visibility
—a good day for a ‘“‘scrap,’’ as the soldiers express it.
The journey over the top was fixed for 6.20, and at
that moment the massed artillery broke into a frenzy
of activity; shells of every calibre were hurled over
the heads of the waiting and impatient infantry.
When the signal for the attack was given, the Cana-
dians sprang from their jumping-off trenches and
began their advance. Before them the artillery bar-
rage advanced stage by stage, with remarkable
precision and great intensity of fire. ‘‘In successive
waves,”’ to quote the official report, ‘‘our infantry
moved forward, climbing over the shell-torn ground,
leaping the battered trenches. Among them burst the
enemy’s shells. The noise was terrific. - Machine-gun
and rifle fire poured into them. Steadily they mounted
the last ridges, saw Martinpuich on their right, and
looked over the brick ruins and white chalk mounds of
the Sugar Refinery; and the trenches to the right and
left were to be their objective. No sooner were the
first lines of German trenches secured than the assault-
ing waves passed onwards.’”’ The first barrage lifted
in four minutes to a line about one hundred yards
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farther on, and, a minute later, the first line was se-
curely in the Canadians’ possession.

Flushed by their initial success, the troops swept
ahead, following their barrage, and in a brief space
another line of trench fell into their hands. This lay
four hundred yards from the first trench, and ex-
tended from the Bapaume road to the Martinpuich
road. Much work had been done by the Germans to
make this trench impregnable, and it was won only
after a most stubborn battle.

And now, for the first time, appeared those
mounsters of modern warfare, the ‘‘tanks.”” Two of
them, the ‘‘Créme de Menthe’”’ and the ‘‘Cordon
Rouge,”’ lumbered up to the scene and, in the midst.of
the men, moved ponderously forward to do their part.
The effect was as a powerful stimulant to the charg-
ing troops, and the fusillade of machine-gun and rifle
fire lost its terrors. A rain of bullets was directed
against the sides of these armoured land-ships, but
they were invulnerable; and, after a brief, nervous
resistance, the Germans turned and bolted in con-
sternation. They were powerless against this new
weapon of their enemy. In and out one of the tanks
progressed, crushing machine-gun nests, bridging
trenches and enfilading them with a hail of bullets,
and deluging the fleeing foe with a storm of lead.
All obstacles met were speedily surmounted, and in
the meantime the Canadian troops were consolidating
the positions which the Germans had thought strong
enough to repel any infantry attack that could be
launched against them. They had not bargained for
tanks, the greatest and most effective surprise of the
war. In negotiating a particularly difficult spot one of
the tanks capsized in a shell hole. The enemy, as it
lay helpless on its side, made an effort to capture it.
Machine guns pelted it with bullets and a swarm of
(Germans rushed at it with rifles and bombs. But their
efforts. were in vain. They could make no impression
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on its steel hull. While at this work they came under
a heavy fire and those who were not casualties bolted
for safety to the rear.

All along the line of attack the assaulting waves
were successful and were able to maintain a fairly
even frontage. The 18th Battalion on the right and
the 20th in the centre fought their way through the
fire and reached Candy Trench, while the 21st gained
a substantial footing in the Sugar Refinery itself.
Thus the fall of this strongly entrenched German
position was even more sudden than had been ex-
pected; and though the determined work of the
infantry had ensured success, it was undoubtedly due
to the tanks that there was not far more serious
sacrifice of life.

But glorious though their achievements were the
fighters of the redoubtable 4th Brigade were not yet
satisfied. All their objectives had been gained and the
work of consolidating the positions taken was pro-
ceeding speedily, when the scouting officer of the 20th
Battalion, Captain Heron, M.C., went forward with
a patrol to ascertain what lay in front. This party
worked its way carefully through the intense fire now
being directed by the Germans against the Sugar Re-
finery and entered what was known as Gun Pit
Trench, a distance, of over eight hundred yards. This
daring movement was most timely; the enemy were
found to be quite unprepared. The Germans had
manned the trench in insufficient numbers to put up
an effective resistance, and in addition their moral
had been greatly shaken by the appearance of the
tanks at the refinery. These facts were reported, and
when the Canadians pushed forward their advance
in force the Germans were driven out of the position,
those who were unable to retire being taken prisoners.
The victors were thoroughly wearied by their long,
continuous fighting ; but they were brimming over with
confidence and were so full of fight that they could not
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be stayed. Again they forced the attack and by noon
gained a line along the eastern side of a sunken road.
Here they were satisfied to dig themselves in. It
had been a wonderful morning for the brigade, and
this fine performance was responsible to a large ex-
tent for the success of operations that followed almost
immediately.

As it so developed the 6th Brigade, on the left, en-
countered opposition of a different character and
fought its way forward despite most desperate re-
sistance. A sunken road gave the Germans a decided
advantage in position. This road, on the western edge
of Courcelette, had been deeply entrenched and nu-
merous strong points had been established. Along
the brigade flank, also, posts had been prepared, and
all of these were strongly held. The 31st Battalion,
of Alberta, had these"obstacles to contend with and
was also required to organize a defensive flank. All
this had to be done in time to keep up with the main
advance, and it is immensely to the credit of the bat-
talion that it was able to accomplish it. In the original
advance in this sector the 27th Battalion fought on .
the right, and the 28th on the left, while the 31st acted
as moppers-up to both. The brigade in its advance
moved forward on a front of slightly over a mile, and
to reach its final objective had to cover a like distance
in the face of heavy and continuous fire.

The front line of the Germans was found to be in-
securely held, and not a great deal of trouble was
experienced there, the attackers proceeding calmly
and fearlessly to their work. There was no cessation
of the German fire, both machine-gun and artillery,
but the troops swept forward in spite of it. On the
left the 28th Battalion was having a rather difficult
¥ime, - Strong points were very numerous and were
being held with determination. The foe was power-
fully organized against the attack and poured a gall-
ing fire into the advancing Canadians. It appeared
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for the moment as if the opposing forces were too
strong to be overcome without a delay that might im-
peril the entire operation. It was only after the fall
of their leader that the Germans gave way before the
onward rush of the Canadians.

Through it all the Canadians had never wavered at
any point, and such was the spirit of the men that they
could not be held back. The Germans retired to the
sunken road, but here again they were pursued by the
relentless invaders. Cold steel was used freely and
the ground was strewn thickly with German dead.
The enemy artillery had been informed of the unex-
pected extent of the Canadian advance and let loose a
torrent of fire. But the storm of shell and shrapnel
came too late to stem the advance, for, by this time, all
the objectives had been gained. To make the position
further secure against enfilade fire and also against
the expected counter-attack, an extension to the
trenches to about three hundred yards to the left was
secured. In addition to this work, which was carried
out by the 28th Battalion, parties of the 31st Battalion
worked closer to the outskirts of Courcelette. From
here observation was had of the village itself. Both
brigades were keen on further continuing their sue-
cesses and pushing out to the village ; but they had for'
the present to rest content with their laurels, having
already accomplished a good deal more than had been
expected of them.

Aeroplanes hovered overhead and were all day in
contact with the infantry. Headquarters had thus
been kept in constant touch with the progress of the
battle, and finally were informed that the whole of the *
objectives had been secured and that patrols were
being sent out towards Courcelette. Then came the
order for the capture of the village; and in the action
that followed the gallant Canadians were to add new
lustre to the reputation won at Ypres, Festubert,
Givenchy, and Sanctuary Wood.
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4, Tae Caprure or COURCELETTE

The famous victory of Courcelette, which was des-
tined to take a prominent place among the bryliant
achievements of the Canadians during the war, was -
one~ of those affairs in which individual courage
showed conspicuously. In this struggle Canada won
undying credit for the dash and valour of her citizen
soldiery, and, according to the evidence of the British
authorities, no troops engaged on all the fronts did
finer service than the French-speaking soldiers of the
Dominion.  Of this sudden, eleventh-hour addition to
the programme of attack Sir Douglas Haig said that
it was ‘““probably the most effective blow yet dealt to
the enemy by British troops.”’

The Sugar Refinery had been taken by an impetuous
attack, aided by the tanks, and the third line of the
German trenches had been captured. The completion
of their allotted task had brought the Canadians
abreast of other parts of the British army attacking
on the six-mile front from Poziéres to Leuze Wood.
The high ground between the Combles valley and the
Ancre river was gained, and in pushing on and cap-
turing Courcelette in a splendid rush the Canadians
overcame a force of much greater strength than their
own. By this operation the somewhat crooked British
: line was straightened out and German salients were
\ smoothed away upon a new front. More important,
perhaps, than the actual victory itself was the effect
it had upon the moral of the German troops and their =
subsequent conduct. Indeed, the capiure of the villagéu
was a vital necessity for further oper;fions,' more
particularly with respéct .to the storming of the
strongly fortified and highly important town of Thiép-
val. The value of the position may be realized
somewhat when it is remembered that the Germans,
on the night of the capture, launched seven violent
counter-attacks against it, all of “‘which were repulsed.

2.
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In such circumstances as these, it should be borne in
mind, comes the greatest test of the courage and re-
sourcefulness of the defending forces; for the giving
up of even one small sector might easily have dis-
astrous effects upon others. But in this, as in all
other periods of stress, the Canadians showed that
they knew but little of retreating and, where they
were momentarily compelled to give ground before
superior numbers, they immediately reorganized and
recovered any of the positions which had been wrested
from them. In the Second Battle of Ypres the Cana-
dians had demonstrated that they were made of the
sterner stuff that does not brook defeat, and once
again they were to prove their courage. The toll ex-
acted was heavy, but they paid it without flinching.
And in the fight for Courcelette was shown the restless
fire in the nature of the French-Canadian soldier, for
here he was given an opportunity of which he was not
slow to avail himself.

The work of the morning around the Sugar Re-
finery had been in the hands of the 4th and 5th Cana-
dian Brigades, while the 6th had been held in reserve.
It probably was foreseen that the morning attack
might develop to the extent it did and that erowning
success might be achieved by pushing forward the
operation in such an event. It was, however, well
on in the afternoon of September 15th when the
reserve brigade understood how well their comrades
had done and they themselves were ordered forward
to take, if possible, the village of Courcelette itself.
The 5th Brigade was impatient. to get into the fray,
for'its battalions had during this time been under
heavy shell-fire from the enemy, and until orders were
received there was no opportunity for them to do
anything but remain quietly in their trenches. How-
ever, they felt that there were to be important hap-
penings in which they were to play a conspicuous
part, and when they were finally ordered up there
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was an eagerness to be in it that boded ill for any of
the enemy who had the temerity to offer battle. The
brigade was in command of Brigadier-General A. H.
Macdonnell, C.M.G., D.S.0., who, with his battalion
commanders, had carefully watched the events of the
day, and who was ready for the emergency when it
came. At 3.30 in the afternoon the detail for the
advance was given out and an hour and a half later
the four battalions of the brigade were on their way to
undertake the tasks allotted to them.

Three battalions composed the actual storming
party, and one, the 24th Battalion (Victoria Rifles of
Canada), was held in reserve. The 22nd (Montreal)
was given the right of the line, and the 25th (Nova
Scotia) the left, with the 26th (New Brunswick) sup-
porting them. The attack was to be made so suddenly
and the importance of getting on to the objective
without delay was so great, that the 22nd and 25th
Battalions were not, if it were found possible to avoid
it, to allow themselves to be held up by any strong
points in their path, but were to force their way past,
and to leave these positions to be dealt with by the
New Brunswick battalion.

The men went forward in four waves, closely follow-
ing the barrage. There was no wavering when the
German counter-barrage was encountered and there
was not the slightest hesitation at any point. Ac-
cording to the arrangement, the 25th Battalion was to
enter the village to the left and the 22nd Battalion to
the right of the main street, the adjoining flanks of
the two objectives being marked by a church, the spire
of which had so far withstood the shelling and was still
vigible. Despite the intensity of the fire which was di-
rected against them, the troops sprang eagerly to,
their tasks, shouting and singing as if they were off on
a holiday instead of marching through peril into still
greater peril. The barrage was managed with con-
summate skill; the men showed excellent discipline;
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no attempt was made to rush precipitately forward,
and they advanced precisely as they had been in-
structed. The 22nd Battalion, with the intrepid
Lieut.-Colonel Tremblay in command, moved forward
on the right. Two companies covered the frontage of
about 900 yards; two companies followed at a distance
of 150 yards; and behind these again came two com-
panies of the 26th Battalion, which was to do the
necessary ‘‘mopping up’’ in order, as has been said,
that the attacking battalions might not be delayed in
their forward movement.

Even under the most favourable conditions it is a
difficult matter for long lines of troops to keep in touch
in advancing against an enemy, and on this occasion
it was nothing less than a marvel that they were able
to do so. The Germans would have been quick to take
advantage of any gap that appeared, and if there had
been one, would have been able to thrust in a wedge.
For a moment it appeared that they might have the
opportunity, for, on their left, there was a slight
interval between the 22nd Battalion and the 25th. The
flanks of the two battalions were quickly connected
and the advance continued without interruption.

As it happened, the heavy barrage that the Germans
laid down proved their own undoing, as the defenders,
believing the fire to be impassable for any troops and
being themselves in some danger from it, took to their
comfortable dug-outs. In these dug-outs, as a matter
of fact, were two battalions of the enemy who were
routed by quite a small body of attackers. The irre-
sistible advance of the French Canadians astonished
even their own officers. At one point six men charged
with the bayonet some forty Germans, who sur:
rendered rather than face the cold steel. In fact the
Germans thought that the attack on the Sugar
Refinery and near-by trenches had concluded the ven-
ture for the day, as, indeed, it was originally planned
that it should. They did not anticipate this second
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charge, which came just before dusk. In their deep
dug-outs they took refuge from a sudden outburst of
shell-fire, and, as the fire lifted, the Canadians were
at their doors. Some of them were so satisfied that
they were secure that they were surprised in the act
of eating their supper. The battalion which took the
eastern end of the village had got up just in time to
deploy for the attack before the moment set for it, and
then rushed across the open and under the (German
curtain of fire. The officers could not give detailed
instruections to their troops before they went forward.
They had to trust to the intelligence and initiative of
the men, and they did not trust in vain.

Turning corners and dodging in and out of the
buildings and other positions that offered some cover,
the Canadians cleared the streets of the Germans and
saw that the dug-outs and machine-gun posts were
emptied. Had the Germans been given another half
hour they would have been able to organize their
defence more effectually. As it.was, many of them
were caught helpless in the cellars.  One boy, nine-
teen years old, delivered a dug-out of forty of the
enemy, according to the story told by his comrades,
and marched them away as his prisoners. Two
"German doctors, who were caught with the rest,
worked like Trojans looking after their own and
helping to look after the Canadian wounded. They
objected to being kept*under guard, saying that they
were medical men and not combatants ; but there were
too many of their friends around for them to be
allowed the freedom they desired.

Among the prisoners taken by the French Cana-
dians were two officers, one a baron and the other a
count. The baron did not like being forced to as-
sociate with the other prisoners, or being sent back to
the rear with them, especially as the Germans were by
this time subjecting the position to severe shell-five
So the commanding officer gave him half an hour to
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think about it. In telling of the incident Lieut.-
Colonel Tremblay said:

“I asked him if the Germans respected a Red Cross
flag and he said, ‘Certainly!” So I gave him one which
had been flying over some wounded. He handed it to
one of his men, who waved it vigorously. But F'ritz
did not respect the flag, and the little column of
wounded and prisoners, acting 4s stretcher-bearers,
was driven into the sunken road. The baron tried to
run away. For a time we lost him, but we found him
later.. He had been very arrogant to begin with, but
toned down later. I might add that the two German
doctors we took behaved extremely well in looking
after the wounded.” :

The fact that the baron was wounded while under
the protection of the Red Cross flag may have had
something to do with the ‘‘toning down.”’

The loss of life among the German soldiers was
heavy and it was apparent that they were thoroughly
demoralized by the fierceness of the attack. The 22nd
Battalion did not stop long enough in the fighting to
take charge of all the prisoners, but left them to the
mopping-up parties. In any event they had too much
to do in clearing the ruins of the houses of armed
parties, which were only overcome after hand-to-hand
fighting. By 6.30 in the evening that part of the
village which was their objective, and which stretched
from the main street on the left to the sunken road on
the right, was in their hands, and, a quarter of an
hour later, they had established themselves beyond the
stone quarry on the north-eastern end of Courcelette.

All through the attack, as has been noted, prac-
tically everything had to be left to the resourcefulness
of the individual, for it was clearly impossible for
any definite plan to be adhered to in street-fighting of
this character. DBut it was the sort of fighting that
these men preferred; they preferred it, at any rate, to
trench fighting, and they left nothing undone in show-




40 THE TURN OF THE TIDE
ing that they were masters of the situation. The
clearing of the village was a difficult matter, but it
was completed without loss of time, for the men
realized that there were certain to be counter-attacks
and that perhaps the heaviest and hardest fighting
was ahead of them.

On the left the struggle was of much the same
character. The objective set for the men of the 25th
Battalion, the men from Nova Scotia, was the larger
part of the village west of the main thoroughfare.
The first wave of the attack, under the command of
Lieut.-Colonel E. Hilliam, consisted of two companies
and was spread over a frontage of nearly half a mile.
Necessarily, in order to cover this frontage the men
were extended at much greater than the usual inter-
vals; and here again the danger presented itself of
their losing touch. But communication was success-
fully maintained and the men did not falter. They
pressed on with determination, and, considering the
heavy shell-fire through which they were compelled to
pass, with comparatively few casualties. It speaks
volumes for the intelligence of these Nova Scotians
that they were able to preserve their line with such
regularity, for every yard that they traversed was
broken ground. Shell holes and mine craters were
on every side. Under such conditions it was ex-
tremely difficult to preserve such a formation that no
weakness in the line could become apparent to the
enemy ; but there was no such weakness.

The machine-gun fire became more and more deadly
as the men neared the outskirts of Courcelette. There
was no cover to be obtained and there must have been
very heavy casualties had the Canadians been advanc-
ing in any other formation.. As it was there was
nothing to do but to dodge from one shell hole to
another and to continue the forward movement when-
ever there was a possible chance. There was still
plenty of time, the advance having been so rapid that
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the moment set for the final assault on the village had
not yet been reached. However, further exposure to
the merciless fire was not considered necessary or
advisable, and when the men were two hundred yards
away from the outskirts of Courcelette they were
given the order to charge. They needed no urging,
and, with a cheer, they swept forward. One machine
gun was captured, but the Germans managed to carry
off several others as they retreated. They succeeded
in doing this, however, only at the cost of enormous
loss of life; for the barrage was now playing upon this
line and it was impracticable for the Canadians to
follow the enemy through it. When the barrage did
lift, a few moments later, the Nova Scotians en-
thusiastically jumped“forward to complete their work,
and after a further series of hand-to-hand encounters
went through the village, crossed the railway track,
and carried on up the hill until nearly at the top,
where they dug themselves in in an east to west line.
By seven o’clock they were in their new position and
had consolidated it. The Germans seemed to be dis-
appearing as fast as they could get away from the
scene of thgir defeat, and the temptation to follow
them was strong; but the discipline was good, and
there was no attempt to disobey orders by pushing
on after the fleeing enemy.

It was some time before the Germans found out
where the 25th Battalion had dug itself in, so ad-
mirably had its position been located. They had been
shelling the village and had reduced many parts of it
to dust. When they did get a little better idea of
location, they shelled a dressing station and succeeded
in wounding the doctor in charge of it. The fact that
the 25th had dug itself in just below the crest of the
hill undoubtedly saved it many casualties.

No sooner were the enemy’s positions captured
than the work of consolidating them and strengthen-
ing the defences was undertaken by the engineers.
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Field companies and pioneers, working under heavy
artillery fire, accomplished wonders. Strong points
were constructed and nearly two thousand yards of
communication trenches dug. Of the daring of these
soldiers not too much can be said in praise.. The
work at Courcelette fell to the 2nd Pioneers, and
both Lieutenants McGhee and Davis acquitted them-
selves with conspicuous gallantry on the occasion,
while engaged in marking out the communication
trenches.

Further attacks of a more local character for the
purpose of improving the positions were engaged in
and carried to a successful conclusion. For the whole
operation the Canadian losses were not dispropor-
tionate to the results achieved. The day had seen a
signal victory won over the enemy, and the men, ex-
hausted as they were, logked forward to others of a
like character.

There were hundreds of cases of gallantry and
devotion to duty worthy of being recorded. The
following reference to Private Camille Shoulle, who
died during the great advance, is worthy of being
recorded here: ‘“He was a stretcher-bearer and while
binding the wounded after the capture of the position
was himself severely wounded in the shoulder. His
wounds were dressed, but he refused to be evacuated
and immediately continued his work of administering
to the wounded for the remainder of the day, and
during the night. In the, morning he was again
wounded, this time through the leg, but he again re-
fused to leave. Finally, about noon, while he was
actually dressing the wounds of another man, this
gallant, gentle soldier was shot through the heart and
killed. His general has said of him, ‘Greater devotion
to duty I have never seen.’”’

The Canadian communiqué, dealing with this phase
of the battle of the Somme, refers to the desolation
of such villages as Courcelette, and of the particular
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ground over which the Canadians fought on this day
it says:

“Just below Poziéres, and still below the summit,
runs the line of trenches first occupied by the Cana-
dians. These are in the midst of the ground which
has most suffered. Here is the acme of desolation.
No grain of surface soil remains undisturbed. There
is no room for a fresh shell hole. Nowhere is the
power of modern artillery or the thoroughness of
preparation better exemplified. We have literally
blasted our way forward. Ruin appears not only in
the devastated earth and the crushed houses, but also
in the sadder waste of human life. This is all ground
sacred to the memory of our dead. Also in the
scarcely defined trenches of the enemy the German
corpses lie thickly.”’

‘While, as will have been seen, the 22nd and 25th
Battalions delivered the actual assaults on Cource-
lette, the brilliant work of their sister battalions, the
26th of New Brunswick and the 24th (Victoria Rifles
of Canada), must not be overlooked. The 24th Bat-
talion worked on heroically throughout the whole
operation, having assigned to it the arduous duty of
“‘carrying’’ for the brigade. The men were denied
the much-desired privilege of actually engaging the
enemy, but they were constantly under fire. That the
assault could have been so successfully delivered if
they had not so faithfully performed their most dan-
gerous part, it is, of course, impossible to conceive.
That they were undaunted in their efforts and undis-
mayed by the dangers surrounding them is shown,
perhaps, most conclusively by the fact that, of their
officers, no less than nine were accounted casualties.
Later, in the holding of the grouna gained, this fine
battalion showed its heroic qualities.

Although denied the opportunity of participating in
the first attack, the 26th Battalion had a réle to play,
the importance of which cannot be overestimated.

/
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This battalion was under the command of Lieut.-
Colonel A. E. G. McKenzie, and to it was assigned
the task of “mopping up.’’ It followed the 22nd and
25th Battalions in the attack, and, naturally enough,
had to cross the barrage laid down by the Germans in
an effort to break up the whole advance. Its duty
was to attend to any of the enemy who, by hiding in
their dug-outs, had escaped the observation of the
Canadians who had gone forward in the first waves,
and who, by reason of their position in the rear of
them, were most dangerous combatants. In many,
many instances, also, German soldiers who had
already surrendered and who had been ordered to find
their way to the rear, had repossessed themselves of
arms and had treacherously turned upon those to
whom they had been so glad to surrender a fewminutes
before, and who now had no time to deal with them
as they properly deserved. These men fought to the
last, but to overcome them was only an incident in
the advance of the New Brunswickers, who were push-
ing on to the support of their victorious comrades in
front. All night long, after the successful advance,
and during the next day the work of cleaning out
sniping posts and disposing of hidden enemies con-
tinued.” The fighting was, for the most part, hand-
to-hand, with bomb and bayonet, and, although the
battalion suffered heavily, a very large number of
prisoners fell into its hands. And so well was the
work carried out that when night fell Colonel Me-
Kenzie was able to post two of his companies to the
support of the 22nd Battalion and two to the 25th.
The fighting had been severe and this assistance was
most timely.

As a matter of fact much of the hardest fighting —
what is usually the most serious fighting — remained
for the following few duys, desperate counter-attacks
being launched by the Germans. In an effort to
regain the lost ground the-45th German Reserve
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Division was hurled against the front held by the
Canadians, the attacks continuing for about a week.
No less than eleven of these counter-attacks were
launched on the 16th of September, seven of them
against the French Canadians. Feverishly the men
worked, consolidating the positions acquired at such
cost and against such odds. Confident that the enemy
would realize that he had been outwitted as well as
outfought, the Canadian Command immediately re-
organized the line. The 18th Battalion from the 4th
Brigade and the 27th from the 6th Brigade were des-
patched as reinforcements to the much tried 5th
Brigade. The 4th Brigade held Gun Pit Trench,
with the 5th on its left; and the 8th was in position
along the Mouquet Farm sector. ‘The 15th (Im-
perial) Division had succeeded in pushing its way
into Martinpuich on the right of the Canadians; but
on the left the 3rd Division had not been able to
penetrate the enemy defences to such an extent, a
formidable trench system proving temporarily an in-
surmountable barrier.

Courcelette' was in the hands of the Canadians, but
it was an exceedingly dangerous position, and the
night of its capture was an uncomfortable one for the
victors. The enemy did not, however, attempt any-
thing in the way of counter-attacks dnnng the night,
being apparently satisfied to reorganize his troops and
to shell the Canadian frontage with high explosives
and shrapnel —unlimited quantities of them. How-
ever, fresh troops were available, and attack after
attack was hurled against the line from the direction
of Destremont Farm. The French Canadians were
again exposed to the heaviest of the fighting; but with
the support of the New Brunswick troops and some
of the Nova Scotians they were able, after a difficult
struggle, to drive the enemy back without having to
give up any of the ground. The main body of the
Nova Scotians*were no less hotly attacked; but the -
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battalion was in strongly consolidated positions be-
youd the north-west outskirts of the village and was
able to beat off four of these onsets. Foiled in the
manceuvres against these two frontages, the Germans,
evidently in desperation, turned their attention to
the position between the Quarry and the Bapaume
road. The 26th Battalion had taken over a portion
of this line between the Cemetery and the Bapaume
road, and again the Germans met defeat in six
counter-attacks which were launched with great de-
termination and with numbers vastly superior to the
defenders of the position.

Gun Pit Trench, which had been held by the 4th
Brigade, was taken over by the 46th (Imperial) Infan-
try Brigade on the 16th of September; but it was not
until the night of the 17th that the 5th Brigade was
sent back for a well-earned rest. The Germans were
evidently becoming.discouraged, their counter-attacks
having proved fruitless of results, and they contented
themselves for the most part with heavily shelling the
Canadian positions and with sniping. No soonér had
they evinced the dispesition, however, to take things
more quietly than the Canadians began a series of
attacks on their own account. In front they were
faced by a maze of trenches; but on the left the 22nd
and 24th Battalions made a gallant attack on the
afternoon of the 17th. This was partially successful,
and much valuable ground was gained; but heavy
machine-gun fire on the right made it inexpedient to go
further. Not to be outdone the Nova Scotians also
threw forward an attacking party; but the objective
sought was too strongly held, and they were forced to
fall back to their old positions. The enemy, observ-
ing this withdrawal, sought to press home a supposed
advantage and launched a fresh series of counter-
attacks. These became more and more serious in
character, notwithstanding the fact that the 26th Bat-
talion was hurried in to the support. The tide of the
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battle was definitely changed when the 4th Battalion,
of the 1st Brigade, coming up to the relief, arrived
at the moment of one of the most severe of the attacks.
The Germans were then hurled back with immense
loss.

Thus was concluded the fighting for Courcelette
and for the firm establishment of the Canadian
position there, the Germans not again succeeding in
penetrating the village or the position where it stood
until long after the Canadians had been withdrawn
from the Somme front.

The 2nd Division was relieved by the well-tried 1st
Division on the 18th, and the battle continued for
further gains, the (}ermans being slowly but surely
driven back. The fighting throughout the three days
had been of the most desperate character; but the
ground gained was of such immense importance that
the expenditure of life was considered to be fully
warranted. In the struggle the Canadian casualties
totalled 58 officers and 1,267 other ranks in the 5th
Brigade.

The capture of Courcelette and the holding of it will
remain one of the outstanding monuments to the
courage and fighting qualities of the Canadians. The
Germans in these few days had fought with the
courage of despair, and had resisted desperately and
with determination the attempts to wrest their
positions from them. As evidence of this it may be
stated as an authentic fact that bodies of machine
gunners were found chained and padlocked to their
guns.

The. Canadians were the recipients of the con-
gratulations of the commander-in-chief, and General
Byng, replying to a message of appreciation from
Sir Robert Borden, premier of Canada, said:

“‘On behalf of the officers and men of the Canadian
Corps I thank you and your colleagues for your kind
and encouraging message. I am proud of the Cana-
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dians under my command and of the skill and courage
with which they have fought.”’

5. Faseck Grasexn, ZoLLErRN TRENCH, AND
- Movquer Farm

During the whole of the Somme fighting, as has
been pointed out, the Germans were admirably pro-
tected from artillery and rifle fire by reason of the
pits, trenches, and tunnels they had constructed.
‘While there is every reason to believe that they were
confident that their original front line of defence,
close upon Albert, would be sufficient to stay the onset
of the British, still they had prepared for further
defence in case the unexpected happened. And since
the 1st of July enormous numbers of men, who could
not, without congesting the lines, be utilized in the
actnal combat, had been employed in throwing up de-
fensive positions —line after line of them — for miles
behind the front line. 4

In perhaps no sector of that vast field of slaughter
had such elaborate plans for defence been carried into
effect as in the district where lay Mouquet Farm —
that fortification of so much ill repute. The Farm
was not originally a farm in the geperally accepted
meaning of the word. It consisted of a number of
staunchly constructed outbuildings, which a little
earlier in the war had been most strongly fortified,
and which were surrounded by a nest of cleverly con-
cealed machine-gun posts, the whole being protected
by almost every barrier against attack which could
be devised by human ingenuity. In addition the
Germans had constructed innumerable tunnels lead-
ing from their trenches, in the rear, well into No
Man’s Land. The system was well devised, and many
weeks passed before it was understood in its com-
pleteness by the Allied forces. The German tunnels
ran in many cases to trenches firmly held faf behind
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the actual scene of the fighting and in all cases well
to the rear. From these tunnels there were several
means of exit. So that here the Germans remained
with a sense of greater security than in other parts
of the line. "If one entrance was closed by bomb or
shell, the occupants were able to go in almost absolute
safety to another. Not until all entrances were
blown in wer¢ the Germans rendered ineffective. As
will be readily. understood, attacking troops were in
constant danger of sniping and machine-gun fire from
the rear, and the Canadians had had enough of that
sort of thing in the Ypres salient. Both the Imperials
and the Australians had fought over the ground, but at
the time all the advantage of observation was with the
enemy, and it was impossible to hold the position with
safety. Nor was there anything to be gained by per-
manently occupying it until its strategical value was
greater. It lay in the path to Thiépval, and, in the
general advance, had to be taken, if possible, simul-
taneously with the capture of Courcelette. However,
it was ground of a most difficult nature to gain and
more difficult still to hold.

Behind the Farm lay Zollern Trench, East and
West, with Zollern Redoubt in the centre; and to the
3rd Canadian Division was allotted the task of making
a general attack in the direction of this trench, so that
the left flank of the 2nd Division might be protected.
1t was not the intention to do anything more than, by
making a feint, to draw the attention of the enemy, as
far as possible, from the important attack on Cource-
lette, and in this the division was successful beyond
expectations. .

Major-General L. J. Lipsett, C.M.G., was in com-
mand of the division. The troops moved from the
Ypres salient on September 7th, and, after gathering
at the reserve area at Rubempré, came into the Somme
area on the 12th. In their first position they had, on
their right, the 2nd Canadian Division and, on -their
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left, the 11th (Imperial) Division. Two brigades were
left behind in readiness to be thrown into action, the
7th at Vadincourt and the 9th at Herissart. The 8th
Brigade, under . Brigadier-General J. H. Elmsley,
D.S.0., first went into the trenches where Poziéres
had stood. The brigade was made up of the 1st, 2nd,
4th, and 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles, the 2nd and 4th
moving into the front line trenches, the 1st being in
support at the Chalk Pits, and the 5th in reserve at
La Boiselle.

From the moment of taking over the position the
brigade was subjected to heavy shelling, the Germans
evidently having become aware of the fact that new
troops were arriving in the sector. Against any but
experienced 'dnd determined fighters the first enemy
onslaughts might easily have been successful. The
“ Canadians cajne into their positions in inky daglmess.
They were, of course, entirely unfamiliar with the
ground, and what had once been trenches could no
longer be called by that name.. As best they could,
they identified the sectors to which théy had been de-
tailed, having to go through the ordeal of a gas attack
in addition to the heavy bombardment.\ When night
fell, the Germans, having the decide vantage of a
perfect knowledge of the country, launched a sudden
attack on the left of the divisional frontage. This
sector was occupied by the 2nd Mounted Rifles under
Lieut.-Colonel Bott. It was but a repetition of the
fighting which had been occurring for several days,
and after a desperate encounter the Germans were
driven back, leaving the field of battle strewn with
their dead.

Such was the introduction of the 3rd Canadian
Division in the Somme area, and dufing its entire
stay it was in the forefront of the strife, playing an
important part in the great successes of the Allied
forces along the whole battle-front.

The remaining half of the 8th Brigade, consisting
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of the 1st and 5th Battalions, also had an early ex-
perience in the fighting. They relieved the other two
battalions, the 2nd and 4th, in the front line, and bore
the brunt of a counter-thrust which followed an attack
which had been launched by the 11th (Imperial) Di-
vision on the evening of the 14th. The Germans had
evidently reached the conclusion that an attack on the
sector held by the Canadians offered more chance of
success than on that held by the Imperials; but they
were to be grievously disappointed. Again the two
Canadian battalions were ready, and not only ready,
but eager to be at it. The result was that the reception
given the enemy was such a warm one that he was
driven back to his own lines with great loss of life.

It might appear at first sight that the part that the
3rd Division was to take in the major operations,
beginning on the 15th, was not a particularly im-
portant one; but even a superficial review of the
situation will show that this was not the case. In
order that the attack on the approach to Courcelette
might be made more effective it was decided to es-
tablish a strong position on the front and to the left
of the village. This being done, the Canadians would
be able to direct a telling enfilade fire on the German
positions. But for this effort the 2nd Division would
have been under both frontal and enfilade fire.

To accomplish this purpose of protecting the left .
flank of the 2nd Division, the 3rd Division had orders
to launch an attack against the strongly held Fabeck
Graben and Zollern Trench systems and establish a
post on the right. They were further to raid the
trenches around Mouquet Farm, so as to relieve
pressure from the Germans there. This task was
allotted to the 8th Brigade, the attacking battalions
being the 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles (Lieut.-
Colonel Draper) on the right and the 1st Canadian.
Mounted Rifles (Lieut.-Colonel Andross) on the left.
At 6.30 on the morning of the 15th a perfect barrage
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was laid down by the artillery and the two battalions
proceeded on their errand. Nothing could have been
more successful than these attacks. On the right,
the Germans, surprised by the swiftness of the ad-
vance, were forced back and the Canadian position
was quickly consolidated. On the’ left, the 1st
Canadian Mounted Rifles encountered but feeble
opposition, so great had been the execution done by
the barrage. The men hastily destroyed the shelters
erected by the enemy and retired, as planned, to their
original position. No sooner had this attack, which
was largely in the nature of a raid, been successfully
completed than the German artillery, believing that
the Canadians were establishing themselves in the
newly acquired positions, began a bombardment. The
outstanding result of this was to complete the de-
struction of their own defensive works, the real object
of the retaliatory fire being missed altogether.

So great had been the success of the attack along
the entire Canadian frontage, 4th and b5th
Brigades on the right having reached their ob-
jectives in the morning, thatit"was decided to push the
in the afternoon. The 2nd
Division, as has already been noted, was to proceed to
the capture of Courcelette itself. The advance was
again to be protected on its left flank by the 3rd
Division. The 7th Brigade, which had been resting,
was sent into the line on the right of the 8th Brigade,
the line held by the latter being shortened and thereby
strengthened on the left.

The 7th Brigade was in command of Brigadier-
General A. C. Macdonell, C.M.G., D.S.0., and was
made up of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry (Lieut.-Colonel Pelly), the 49th Battalion of
Edmonton (Lieut.-Colonel Griesbach), the 42nd Bat-
talion (the 5th Royal Highlanders of Canada, Lieut.-
Colonel Cantlie), and the Royal Canadian Regiment
(Licut.-Colonel C. H. Hill). The ‘‘Princess Pats’
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were on the right, and the 42nd on the left, with the
49th in support and the Royal Canadian Regiment
in reserve,
It was planned that, if possible, Fabeck Graben,

a strongly occupied trench system, should be occupied,
and this being accomplished the objective would be
a ridge overlooking Zollern Trench. Unfortunately
this plan could not be worked out in its entirety. De-
spite the terrific shelling that the battalions were
subjected to they reached the positions allocated to
them at the appointed hour, and this in spite of the
fact that they had, in order to reach them, to advance
across practically open country in broad daylight.
. This was a notable achievement in itself, but the
fighting which was to follow was of a maost bitter,
character. The enemy had recovered from his earli
surprise and demoralization and was massed in great
strength, presumably with a view to counter-attack-
ing. However, both the 7th and 8th Brigades ad-
vanced to the attack at the same moment that the 5th,
on their right, hurled its blow against Courcelette.

The first objective was gained without undue loss by
both the 42nd Battalion and the Princess Pats.
Fabeck Graben was, however, a different proposition,
the Germans having massed an immensely superior
force in this position, which was fairly bristling with
machine guns. On the left, nevertheless, men of the
42nd pressed forward at the point of the bayonet.
The Princess Pats fought with magnificent valour,
but their right suffered most severely. Half of one
company on their left reached their objective, joining
up with the 42nd; but between them and the right
there was a dangerous gap, which the Germans suc-
ceeded in holding. Scattered groups forced their way
into Fabeck Graben here and there to the western
side of Courcelette, where the 25th Battalion was
stubbornly pressing its way forward. These heroic
men were fighting desperately against enormous
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odds to maintain their footing, but their position was
one that tried all their powers of endurance. Finally,
however, the 49th Battalion, in pursuance of its plan
to gain the third objective, the ridge, advanced along
the sunken road, the Royal Canadian Regiment taking
its place in the-eriginal line held by the Canadians.
The men of the m‘g@ached Fabeck Graben in time
to relieve the situation'and assisted in the consolida-
tion there, #t being impossible, in face of the enemy
fire, both~artillery and machine-gun, to advance

fm;;%ly(.'

—While this was taking place the attack on Fabeck
Graben, farther to the west, was proceeding, and there
also the result was much in doubt for some time. To
this operation the 8th Brigade had been assigned, but
only one battalion, the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles
(Lieut.-Colonel H. D. L. Gordon), was employed.
Disaster threatened the attacking party almost before
it was well started on its advance. Two companies
were employed, and one of these ran into a terrific
barrage, almost half of its number being wiped out.
The remaining company extended so as to cover the
entire frontage, it being quickly perceived that the
whole attack was doomed to failure unless this was
done, and done without delay. The attack then con-
tinued as before, and, in spite of all the obstacles,
the Germans in Fabeck Graben were routed. Con-
nection was then established with the 7th Brigade
and defensive works were thrown up so\that there
should be no interference from Mouquet Farm. In
the evening the remaining men of C Company moved
up with their comrades and took their places in the
new line.

This attack, while only a part of the wide-spread
forward movement, has been frequently referred to as
one of the most brilliant bits of work on that memor-
able night, where wise leadership counted for so much.
Had it not been for the excellent judgment shown it
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would have been impossible to have occupied that par-
ticular portion of Fabeck Graben, and no one can say
what the effect would have been upon the operations
as a whole. As it developed, communication had been
established with the 7th Brigade on the right, which
had had a sufficiently trying experience. In addition
to this, abundant precautions were taken to prevent
any interference from the direction of Mouquet Farm,
the Germans there being. in ignorance of the fact that
their barrage had done such execution and that it
had come very near upsetting the calculation of the
Canadians.: Nor could they know that the operation
had been carried out by what was comparatively a
handful of men., Throughout the entire line, despite
the reverses here and there, the success was magnifi-
cent and quite deserving of the congratulations of the
commander-in-chief,

Bitter as the fighting had been during this fateful
15th of September, the 3rd Division was to go through
even more thrilling experiences before being relieved
in the line. The capture of Courcelette and Fabeck
Graben cleared the way for an attack upomZollern
Trench, upon Zollern Redoubt farther west, and upon
Mouquet Farm, which lay about half a mile almost
directly south of the Redoubt. As has been already
told, Mouquet Farm had been the scene of many gruel-
ing encounters, and on this occasion it was decided to
make a stroke from the east side, rather than from the
south. In order to ensure complete success it was
hoped to wrest Zollern Trench East and also the Re-
doubt from the enemy, thus giving the Canadians a
more permanent hold upon the Farm. When the
situation was better understood and appreciated, the
attack was recognized as a success from a general
point of view, even though the whole design had not
been carried to completion.

The 7th, 8th, and 9th Canadian Brigades were en-
gaged in this operation on September 16th, the plan
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F being for the first named to occupy Zollern Trench;
{ for the 9th Brigade, on the completion of this attack,
. to move against the Redoubt ; and for the 8th Brigade
1 to encircle the Farm from the east and north.

1 From the first, things went badly, and for the

very good reason that the Germans had an enormous

! number of menmassed in Zollern Trench preparatory
: to a counter-attack in foree upon Courcelette. The 7th
! Brigade, occupying the right, had the Royal Canadian
i Regiment and the 42nd Battalion composing the first
i wave, with the 49th Battalion in support. All the
i afternoon the trench was subjected to a heavy bom-
bardment, and at five o’clock, after a half-hour
barrage, the first wave left their trench for the attack.
The artillery preparations were magnificent, all that
colild have been desired; but, despite their enormons
losses, the Germans still thickly manned their posi-
tions and met the oncoming rush with such a withering
fire_that the Canadians were forced to recoil. They
fought stubbornly to gain a footing,. but the odds
against them were too great. The artillery exchange
was so terrific that when an effort was made to send
word to the 49th Battalion to hasten up, it was found
that all the signal wires hiad been destroyed. In this
emergency one. company runner after another was
sent to Headquarters, but none of them got through
the barrage. Signals by rocket were also found to
be ineffective, -
Owing to the fact that this first operation was in-
evitably doomed to failure, the 9th Brigade eonld not
get in its projected blow against Zollern Redoubt,
Three platoons of the brigade were despatehed to
assist the 42nd Battalion, and the battle raged on.
Brigadier-General F. W. Hill, D.S.0., who was in
command of the 9th Brigade, continued to hope for
success in order that his command might earry out its
part, and the barrage was continued until 7.30, It was
then recognized regretfully that the trench could not
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be taken at this time without too great a saerifice of
life, and the two brigades withdrew.

While this temporary reverse was being suffered,
the 8th Brigade was making satisfactory progress in
its movement against Mouquet Farm. During the
night Major Foster took out a party of the 2nd
Mounted Rifles and, after an exchange of bombs,
drove the Germans out of a trench on the north side.
The Farm itself was entered ‘and all the shelters and
tunnels that could be found were destroyed. The gain
was thoroughly consolidated and defensive positions
were constructed completely encireling the position
which had so long baffled occupation. During the
early morning the brigade was relieved by a battalion
of the 34th (Imperial) Infantry Brigade, and the line
held by the 7th Brigade was taken over by the 9th
Canadian Brigade,

For a few days following this the attacks were of

minor character. The Canadians, with the excep-
tion of the 1st Division and the 9th Brigade, were
resting, but all along the line positions were being
established from which further attacks might be
launched. On the 18th of September the Germans
sent out bombing parties, which were easily repulsed.
The following day a more determined attack was
made under cover of darkness, and the enemy sue-
ceeded in gaining access to the Canadian trenches.
The 4th Battalion immediately counter-attacked and
regained the positions with the exception of a few
advanced posts. The Canadians were still better
prepared for an attack that was hurled against the
whole line on the morning of the 20th, the enemy being
foreed back with very heavy loss. A daring attack -
made by the 58th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel H. A.
(ienet) and the 43rd Battalion (Cameron Highlanders
of Winnepeg) of the 3rd Division met with remarkable
success, the Zollern Trench being entered after severe
fighting. They were subjected to four counter-

'
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attacks; the position was bombarded with great in-
tensity; and finally, after a tenacious resistance, they
were forced to come back to their original line.

Meanwhile, in close sympathy and co-operation
with the Imperial troops on either flank, the forward
posts were being linked up and the trenches made
more secure. The artillery was called upon to check
heavy enemy fire on the sunken road on the 21st, but
the Germans were successful in blowing up an am-
munition dump at La Boiselle. Under the conditions
of ordinary warfare any one of the operations of
these few days would have been considered an enter-
prise of the greatest magnitude. On September
22nd, the 1st Battalion of the 1st Brigade attacked
the maze of thenbhes situated to the east of Cource-
lette —a most difficult undertaking. The storming
party was met by heavy machine-gun and rifle fire
and an intense bombardment by artillery. Although
many of the men were cut down during the advance,
_ the remainder poured over the German trenches and
secured the whole of the battalion’s objective. More
than sixty corpses of the enemy were counted in one
portion of the position alone, and one officer and
thirty-nine of other ranks were made prisoners, one
machine gun being captured. On the same day also
patrols from the 9th Brigade established posts in
High Trench West. The Canadians at this time were
holding a line from a point near Mouquet road in the
Fabeck Graben Trench to North-west Courcelette,
from there to North Courcelette, round th¥ Quarry and
cast of tlie village towards Martinpuich.

The Canadian troops were anxious to push forward
towards . Le Sars line;-and the 1st Division was in.
structed to work up the trench north of the Bapaume
road to join with the 23rd (Imperial) Division, at-
tackine north of Martinpuich, On September 24th the
1st Brirade was holding the Bapaume road to the
north-cast of Courcelette, and the 2nd and 3rd
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Brigades were around the Quarry, north of Cource-
lette, and thence to Fabeck Graben Trench. Each
day saw progress made, in spite of vigorous shelling ,
by the enemy. The Canadians’ new post on the-
Lapaume road was attacked by a strong enemy
patrol; but this sortie was repulsed, although another
attack gained the Germans a footing in advanced
posts near the Cemetery.

And so, day by day, although there were tempornry
and local set-backs,— for the Germans fought hard
and their resistance was in many cases formidable,
—the line was being materially advanced. The 1st
and 2nd Divisions went into the front line preparing
for another general offensive in co-operation with
the Second Corps, the purpose being the capture of
the ridge running north-west of Courcelette to the
Schwaben Redoubt. For the 2nd Division the ob-
jective was a new German trenck north of Courcelette,
.and the 1st Division was to advance against the
Kenora and Regina Trenches by way of the Zollern
and Hessian lines, the objective of the 1st Division

being shortened later to a point on West Miraumont
road. A long-continned bombardment of the German
ponhons had reduced the infantry resistance to a
imum, and at noon the great attack was lautiched
frontage of nearly two miles. Preceded by a

of exceptional intensity the long lines of the

adians advanced steadily over the uneven ground.

upied, and, without a pause, the assaulting waves
pressed beyond, and, mounting towards the crest of
Athe high grmmd north of Courcelette, they partially
carried their second objective, the Hessian and
Kenora Trenches, after several determined attacks.
On the right the 29th and 31st Battalions encountered
particularly heavy machine-gun fire; but they per-
sisted and the Germans had to give way. Some of
the Canadians even pushed beyond their objective and
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entered Regina Trench, and actually secured a few
prisoners. They did not, however, attempt to occupy
this line.

During the night the enemy bombarded Courcelette
and the whole of the front line heavily; and on the
left the 2nd Brigade’s operations were being badly
hampered by machine-gun fire from the direction of ~
Mouquet Farm. Information to this effect was sent to
the 11th (Imperial) Division on the left, and towards
evening they reported that they had cleaned up these
enemy nests. On the morning of the 27th the 2nd
Brigade attacked Hessian Trench and drove the Ger-
mans back towards Regina Trench, only to lose the

. greater part of their gain in a strong hostile counter-
attack about noon. A fresh attack was made in the
afternoon, and the whole of the hotly contested posi-
tion was regained and held.

At 6.30 in the eveming the Germans had withdrawn
froni their line between the Bapaume road and
Courcelette Trench, and our patrols were busy es-
tablishing posts in North and South Practice
Trenches, along the Dyke road and towards Regina
Trench between East and West Miraumont roads. On
the left, hostile reinforeements had arrived, and had
driven the 14th Battalion, of the 3rd Brigade, from
Kenora Trench to a line of defence some two hundred
yards south-west,

And now, for the first time since the Canadians had
participated in the war, Canadian cavalry  patrols
were employed to keep in touch with the enemy.
When it was discovered that the Jast immediate Ger-
man lines of resistance had been broken, some of the
cavalry were ordered to patrol in the direction of
Le Sars and Pys in order to establish the new loca-
tion of the enemy forces. Two officers and twenty-
four other ranks proceeded south of Courcelette along
the Bapaume road. From this point, on the morning
of September 28th, five different patrols crossed the
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Canadian front line trenches and went forward into
enemy territory. Two patrols, working in the diree-
tion of Le Sars, located Germans in Destremont Farm,
over a mile beyond the Canadian lines. Another
patrol penetrated north-east a distance of about 2,500
yards north of Courcelette, actually crossing Regina
Trench before enemy snipers compelled them to turn
back. In consequence of their reports the Canadian
lines were promptly advanced, the 4th Brigade push-
ing forward one thousand yards to the north-east of
Courcelette, fighting its way towards Regina Trench.
While this was being done a fierce enemy counter-
attack against Kenora Trench gave the Germans
temporary possession of a sector of it, but equally
determined hostile attacks against the Canadian posi-
tion in Hessian Trench on.a frontage.of five hundred
yards were repulsed with serious loss to the enemy.

On September 20th, at the break of dawn, a further
strong attack upon Hessian Trench developed and
was repulsed. At mid:day the 2nd Canadian Mounted
Rifles, supported by an Imperial brigade on the left,
attacked and captured the important German com-
munication trench from Hessian Trench to Cource-
lette road, which was still occupied by the enemy.
One officer and thirty-three other ranks were made
prisoners, The captured ground was consolidated,
and the position maintained, although the Germans
counter-attacked a few hours later. It was apparent
that the enemy was massing troops, and an intense
bombardment by our artillery broke up several hostile
formations and silenced the batteries under the cover
of whose fire they were being massed.

On the evening of the 29th the 2nd Division occupied
and consolidated a line from Destremont Farm and
North and South Practice Trenches; and on the
following day the 8th Brigade took over the 5th
Brigade lines to Twenty-three road, the 4th Brigade
being also in the front line, Preparations were being
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made for a new offensive, the objective being Regina
Trench. |
There were hundreds of cases of individual daring
‘ during these days of attack and counter-attack. The
fighting was furious all along the Canadian frontage,
and so local in character in many instances as to make
it impossible for the officers to be present to direct the
operations. Thus all had often to be left to the in-
itiative of the rank and file, and gallantly did they
respond. One of the Canadian battalions had wrested
a position from the enemy when two German officers
and about twenty men undertook a counter-attack. A
Canadian corporal advanced alone against the entire
party and, after emptying his revolver, picked up one
German rifle after another and discharged their
contents against the advancing enemy. Ie accounted
in this way for one of the officers and sixteen of the
men; but, while he was shooting, the other officer
attacked him with a bayonet, wounding him in the leg.
The corporal shot him dead, and when the remaining
attackers attempted to escape four of them met the
same fate, and the fifth was taken prisoner. The
corporal himself, although wounded in two places, re-
mained in the trenches until his battalion was relieved.

6. Fieariye ror THE REciNa TrENCHES

While, as has been seen, there had been some opera-
tions which were forerunners of the capture of Regina
Trench and this trench system had actually been
entered on a few occasions, the direct movement
against these German positions was not begun in
force until October 1st. Heretofore the fighting had
been, to a large extent, of a sharp and decisive nature.
By means of sudden rushes enemy strongholds had
been penetrated and permanently wrested from the
defenders; or a few days, at the most, had sufficed to
clear the Germans from the trenches and redoubts.
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But now commenced a sort of warfare which was
vastly different in character. The enemy had retired
to some extent, but he had evidently made up his mind
that the positions in which he now lay concealed were
impregnable. The whole country over which the Ca-
nadians were to battle, before they could claim finally
that they had gained their objective, was a barren
waste; nothing was to be seen in front but innu-
merable shell holes—not a tree standing in the
immediate vicinity to serve as a landmark. The roads
were shelled so incessantly that their appearance
became changed each day. The Bapaume road, in
particular, was a favourite target for the German
gunners, and the utmost precaution had to be exer-
cised in moving the troops and in bringing up the
necessary supplies. The infantry was forced into in-
activity for hours at a stretch ; but the artillery on both
gides never ceased. However, it became more and
more noticeable as the days passed that the enemy
guns were shelling less frequently than those of the
Allies. As a matter of fact, when retaliatory fire
was asked for from the artillery, the number of shells
sent across to German territory vastly exceeded those
sent back in reply, clearly indicating tltat the enemy
was weakening rapidly. It was a hopeful sign, and
gladdening to the men who had had repeatedly to
face the Germans at a time when their artillery sup-
port had been far from strong. It gave them much
encouragement as they waited through the hours,
eagerly looking for the moment when they would
again have the opportunity of personally encounter-
ing the foe. And there was to be ugly fighting for the
Regina Trench, which proved a baffling stumbling-
block. How many times certain portions of the trench
changed hands before the enemy was permanently
driven out will, in all probability, never be told. The
Germans had massed their forces there, the best of
their divisions being employed; and when they were
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finally forced to relinquish their hold, the desper-
ate character of the struggle was but faintly .under-
stood. The death toll during this month or more was
appalling. .

The Canadian line, when the attack was finally
launched, ran from the north-western corner of Des-
tremont Farm in a westerly direction, around the
north of North Practice Trenches to the junction of
the newly won Hessian Trench and Grandcourt road. .
From this point the frontage followed the Hessian
Trench westward to a point near the Courcelette road,
where the Second Corps occupied the line. On the
right of the Canadians was the Third Corps. The ob-
jective was a line from Destremont Farm to the
Jjunction of Regina Trench and East Miraumont road,
thence along Regina to a road running north and
south near thé corps’ left boundary to the Hessian
Trench.

Two divisions were represented in the attack: the
3rd Division by the 4th and 5th Canadian Mounted
Rifles of the 8th Brigade, who were on the left; and
the 2nd Division by the 24th, 25th, and 22nd Battalions
of the 5th Brigade in the centre, with the 18th and 20th
Battalions of the 4th Brigade on the right, the right
flank of the last named battalion joining up with the
Imperials. That the attack was not a success must
be candidly admitted, the forces against the Canadians
being so formidable that it was impossible to hold
most of the ground gained even after the greatest
effort. The Canadian Mounted Rifles, on the left,
penetrated Regina Trench at several points, but
eventually they were forced to retire to their original
positions. The bth Brigade, in the centre, was slightly
more fortunate; for while it could not maintain the
hold it acquired, it was successful in capturing Kenora
Trench up to within sixty yards of the junetion of
Regina and in holding posts up to Courcelette Trench
and the Miraumont road. On the extreme right the
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4th Brigade reached a position in line with the loops
around the North Practice Trenches.

The attack was made at 3.15 in the afternoon. The
20th Battalion advanced under open fire, which came
from the direction of Pys and Le Sars. There was no
protection to be obtained except from the shell holes: ™
the men dodged from one to the other of these and
finally dug themselves in slightly north-west of their
objective. The 18th also established itself after ad-
vaneing ; but the 22nd Battalion met with misfortune.
It was subjected to a grueling machine-gun. fire, ‘
against which it was altogether unable to advance. A
very few men did succeed in reaching the enemy
trench, but of these all who were not killed were taken
prisoners. Only a remnant of this gallant battalion,
practically all wounded men, succeeded in getting back
to their own lines. The 26th Battalion (New Bruns-
wick) took over their part of the line. The 25th
Battalion (Nova Scotia) passed Kenora Trench, but,
reaching the enemy wire, was caught in a hail of
machine-gun fire, and of this gallant band of attack-
ers only a few returned. The 24thgBattalion was in
no better state. The right comp%irossod Kenora
Trench and got into Regina Trench, east of the inter-
section of Kenora. The centre and left companies
also succeeded in making their goal with their left
flank in Twenty-three road. The difficulty was that
the battalion was isolated, its right being separated
from the 25th Battalion by an enemy post which defied
capture, and its left being out of touch with the 5th
Canadian Mounted Rifles for the very good reason
that that battalion had not been able to come up. The
men of the 24th fought doggedly on, but were mowed
down by machine-gun and rifle fire from the front
and both flanks. They stubbornly contested the Ger-
man counter-attack, but were forced to give way,

fighting foot by foot, finally retipi o their original
line in Kenora Trench. Nor e 2Qth Battalion,
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which had taken the place in the line previously as-
signed to the 22nd, able to give apy assistange, even
though it perceived that the situation was”a most
critical one, having less than fifty effectives available.

Matters also went badly with the 8th Brigade on
the left. Both th& 5th and 4th Canadian Mounted
Rifles encountered a network of wire entanglements,
which the artillery had not succeeded in demolishing,
and in the teeth of galling machine-gun fire they
wepe;*with” some exceptions, unable to cut their way
through.\ On the left the 4th succeeded in bombing
“down Regima-d'rench nearly as far as the West Mirau-
mont road, but about six o’clock in the evening .a
heavily reinforced counter-attack drove them back to
Hessian Trench. The fighting had been hand-to-hand,
of the most desperate character, and it was difficult to
ascertain just what the sifuation was until late in the
afternoon. On the right the Canadians were attempt-
ing to establish communication with the Imperials on
their right; in the centre they.were fighting magnifi-
cently to hold what little they<had gained; but they
had been gradually driven back on the left, owing to
the intensity of the rifle and machine-gun fire.

As soon as the situation was fully grasped rein-
forcements were hurriedly sent up to all the units
which had been successful in reaching their objec-
tives; and while the battle was still raging furiously
an attempt was made to consolidate the position won.
The 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles made a noteworthy
and most daring effort to connect with the 24th Bat-
talion on their right; and, to aid them in this, one
company of the 1st Mounted Rifles was placed at
their disposal. However, this gallantry counted for
nothing; for, scarcely had they begun their forward
rush, when they unexpectedly encountered a large
Geérman detail advancing to counter-attack, and were
driven back step by step, hanging on with grim de-
termination until further efforts were seen to be
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useless. A Cana®an counter-attack was immediately
organized and was successful in getting into Regina
Trench after a severe assault. There the attackers
hung on until“five o’clock the next morning, when the
Germans again came upon them in much stronger
force and drove them back to Hessian Trench. Thus
the situation remained until the 8th Brizade was re-
lieved by the 7th on the night of October 2nd in the
Hessian Trench as originally held.

The day’s fighting had not seen the objective
reached; but it had resulted in the Canadians es-
tablishing a new line from Courcelette Trench across
the Pys road, thence running north and north-east of
the Practice Trenches and across the Dyke road to a
junetion with the British on the right. The 6th
Brigade was ordered in to relieve the 5th and took
over the line as it stood, that is, the eaptured portion
of Kenora Trench, the post in Courcelette Trench,
and the new trenches to the west of Kenora Trench.
This brigade also took over the.4th Brigade line as
far west as the Pys road.

On October 2nd the Royal Flying Corps reported
that the enemy ‘was very strong along Regina Trench
on the west of East Miraumont road, and a special
reconnaissance was ordered of Regina Trench from
this road to Le Sars line. The Canadian troops busily
engaged themselves in establishing ‘the new line, and
Regina Trench was heavily shelled by the artillery.
Orders were issued to establish a new line from which
to attack Regina Trench between Courcelette Trench
and Below Trench. The fighting had been of such a
strenuous character that reliefs were needed more
often than previously, and in the early morning of
the 2nd of October the 6th Brigade went into the line,
having the 7th Brigade on its left.

The wire entanglements which had been erected by
the Germans had been shown to be much more for-
midable than had at first been supposed, and in order
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to give the artillery a free hand to deluge them with
shells the advanced post in Kenora Trench, close to
Regina Trench, was temporarily abandoned. On
October 3rd a night reconnaissance was carried out;
and, while it produced little result, it showed that
Regina Trench was held by large forces of the enemy.
Further operations by the infantry were interrupted
by the weather conditions, which were extremely un-
favourable, and the Reserve army decided to devote
a couple of days to artillery preparations. But in
spite of the heavy rains the men were actively engaged
in working on the new line in front of Regina Trencl.
On October 4th hostile artillery heavily shelled the
Canadian front areas and Zollern Trench, but for the
infantry it was comparatively quiet. The Royal
Canadian Regiment occupied Kendall Trench and
established posts within a few yards of the enemy. It
is- interesting to note that the Canadian artillery fire
had completely ‘demolished a third of this line of
trench. Nothing of great importance oceurred during
the 5th, 6th, and 7th of October with the exception
of a rearrangement of the forces in the line. The 4th
Canadian Division, after its experience in the Ypres
salient, arrived at the Somme on the 5th,-giving
promise of a relief for some of the tired fighters who
had already gone through such strenuous battles. The
following day the 3rd Division sent out patrols along
Regina Trench to examine the enemy wire, which the
artillery had been engaged in cutting. Reconnais-
sance was also carried out on the Destremont Farm
" front, which was assigned to the 1st Division. The
enemy artillery, Mleanwhile, was not idle, and engaged
in a heavy bombardment of Courcelette and Maple
Leaf road.
On October 7th the 3rd Canadian Divisional Ar-
tillery arrived at the Somme and relieved the Lahore
»”  Artillery. Its appearance was marked by a bombard-
20 ‘ment’to which the Germans replied vigorously. The
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Canadians were making preparations for another
attack, running out saps and improving the commu-
nication trenches. Although there had been some-
= thing of a {ull in the infantry engagements the men

\
) had lost no time in improving conditions for the
p work that was ahead of them. Despite the artillery’s
. wire-cutting efforts, the Germans had worked per-

sistently, and patrols reported that about the junction
of Regina and Kenora Trenches the entanglements
were still in fairly good condition and presented a
rather formidable barrier.

In all these operations the Motor Machine Gun
Brigade rendered invaluable service and continued in
action despite heavy artillery fire. The machine-gun
. detachment of the cavalry acted as a carrying party.
K The Borden Battery was wonderfully effective,
] although three guns were destroyed by direet hits

and twenty-two casualties resulted. Since the begin-
: 4 ning of their offensive the Canadians, fighting nearly
every vard of the way, had wrested over three square
nmiles of territory from the Germans. An idea of the
desperate character of the ﬁghﬁﬁémny be arrived at
from the fact that the easnalties<ef, the Canadian
) Corps from September 27th to nooti-af October 4th
% totalled 122 officers and 5,387 other ranks,_ killed,
; wounded, and missing. el C
?

——

In one of the actions conspicuous bhravery was dis:
played by a private of the 49th Battalion. He was one
of a party engaged in a bombing attack, which was

Y held up when the supply of bombs was exhausted.
i Although he had been painfully wounded, he jumped
‘ out of the trench, ran along the outside, firing at the

enemy and killing and wounding many of them. The

73

i remainder, sixty-two in number, believing themselves
I to be surrounded and eut off from escape, surrendered.

With two other men this gallant soldier escorted the
prisoners across open ground under heavy artillery
fire to a support trench, and then returned, reporting
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to his company commander before his wound had been
dressed. This is but one instance of the outstanding
pluck shown by the Canadian troops.

7. Tue Secoxp ATTacK oN ReciNa TrRENCH

On October 8th another effort was made to wrest
Regina Trench from the possession of the Germans,
and once again the Canadians were doomed to dis-
appointment, the story of the day being one of re-
peated attacks and counter-attacks and of{ desperate
hand-to-hand conflict. Two divisions were tngaged,
the 1st on the right and the 3rd on the left, and the
attack was a general one, the 23rd (Imperial)
Division being on the right of the Canadians and the
26th (Imperial) Division on the left. Each of the Ca-
nadian Divisions had four battalions engaged, these oc-
cupying the line from left to right as follows: the 49th
and the Royal Canadian Regiment of the 7th Brigade;
the 43rd and 58th of the 9th Brigade; the 13th and Ithg
of the 3rd Brirade; and the 3rd and 4th of the 1s
Brigade. The objective was the German position
from the. Dyke road around the Quadrilateral (the
intersection of Gallwitz Trench and support and
Below Trench and support); thence along Regina
Trench to the Kenora communication trench between
the Grandcourt and Twenty-three roads. - The enemy
at this point occupied particularly strong entrench-
ments, some of which were placed upon a reverse
slope, so that close direct observation by day was, for
the most part, impossible. Heavy wire entanglements
were known to exist, and it was afterwards found that,
although the Canadian artillery had cut many lanes
through the wire, a formidable obstacle to a rapid
infantry assault still remained. Despite the prelim-
inary intense bombardment a number of German
machine guns still continued in action. As the long
rows of the Canadians came up to the attack they
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were met by a sweeping machine-gun and rifle fire.
Nevertheless, each battalion pressed resolutely for-
ward. The leading men broke through the entangle-
ments and, despite an energetic resistance, includ-
ing a heavy fire of hand grenades, which continued
to the last moment, succeeded in reaching and enter-
ing a large part of their objective. However, the
Canadians did not meet uniform success along the
whole frontage, and during the day varying fortunes
attended the successful elements in their efforts to
consolidate and maintain the captured positions.

The attack was commenced at 4.50 a.m., on October
8th, the line moving forward as one man at that
minute. On the right a task of especial difficulty was
assigned to the 3rd and 4th Battalions in the capture
of the ecriss-cross of German trenches of great
strength known as the Quadrilateral. The 4th Bat-
talion, on the right, encountered heavy wire in front of
the first Below Trench and was compelled to veer to
the left. It entergd the first Below Trench just south
of the Quadrilaterdl and proceeded to bomb south of
Dyke road. With the 3rd Battalion it steadily worked
its way eastward until the whole of the first enemy
line was in its possession. Between 150 and 200
prisoners, belonging to different German regiments,
were captured and sent out. The trenches were found
to have suffered severely from the artillery fire, and,
as a further consequence of the bombing and bayonet
fighting, they were in places literally heaped with
German dead. Unfortunately, thePe was difficulty in
securing an adequate supply of bombs, owing to the
stubborn resistance which had been met at the start
and to the lack of a sufficiently large reserve supply.
The battalion borrowed bombs from the 3rd Battalion
and from the 23rd Division on the right and, while
these lasted, was able to hold its own. However, a
fresh supply, notwithstanding desperate efforts to
obtain it, was not forthcoming, and this was re-
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sponsible finally for the loss of the ground which had
been taken,

Not long after the Canadian occupation of the
trenches the German artillery began to range upon
them with great accuracy, and this bombardment con-
tinued for some time with increasing intensity.
During the morning two attempts by local enemy
forces to recover the lost ground by bombing attacks
were broken up, the Canadians stoutly resisting all
efforts to dislodge them. The Germans hurriedly
brought up reinforcements, however, and, in the
early afternoon, after a concentrated bombardment,
launched another determined attack against the centre
of the Quadrilateral. They came down the first and
second Below and the first and second Gallwitz
Trenches, and rushed three pests which had been
established, even coming over the open ground from
the second Below Trench. The 3rd and 4th Battalions,
a wedge having thus been driven between them, were
gradually compelled to withdraw to the east and west
until the whole position was “eyacuated. Nothing
daunted by this reverse they org:}n;znd three succes-
sive bombing counter-attacks, but thex were unable to
re-establish themselves. The 4th Battalion fought for
every inch of the first Below Trench down which it
had been driven; but the unequal combat could not be
continued indefinitely, and, about six o’clock at night,
the survivors were forced into the lines of the 23rd
Division. =\

'l‘he(‘i‘ﬁth Battalion did excellent work in a difficult
advance of nearly fiv€ hundred yards, and, after an
impetuous charge, broke into the greater part of its
objective, killing or capturing the entire German
garrison and settling down to hold what had been
taken. It was able, indeed, to retain ifs positionsafter
the 13th Battalion on its left and the 3rd"Bhttalion on,
its right had been driven back; but, with both flanks
exposed, it was in grave danger of annihilation.: How-
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ever, it fought on do;rf:odfv until nightfalk, It was
seen that it was useless to attempt to hold this
advanced position longer, and the battalion re-
luctantly withdrew to its ariginal lines. In the midst
of this retirement the Germans laupched a fresh
attack with large numbers of men:

The 13th Battalion was even less fortunate in its
attack, although it was pushed with equal gallantry.
Heavy wire was encountered and in the obscurity the
men were not able easily to find the gaps. They were
thus ““!‘Q“‘l to move parallel to the enemy’s trench,
seeking the entrances, and were exposed to a bitter
machine-gun fire. None the less, certain elements
penetrated the German position and eontinued-to hold
it against counter-attack as long as resistance was
possible. ‘

On the left half of the Canadian frontage almost
the same conditions applied, the unent wire being re-
sponsible for holding up the attack of the 9th Brighde
so long that its suetess would have been problematical
even had the resistance O‘fornd been less formidable,
In addition a heavy rain began just after the zero
hour and made the footing insecure and most un-
favourable for an advance.” The 43rd Battalion, on
the left, encountered heavy wire and both it -and the
58th faced eruel machine-gun fire. Some of the 58th
were able to reach their objective; but both flanks
remained without protection, the right because of the
withdrawal of the 13th Battalion, and the left because
the men on that flank had failed to reach the trenches.
The Germans, with their superior numbers, were not
slow to take advantage of the situation and after a
heavy bombing  exchange the remnants of the bat-
talion were driven back.

Of the 43rd Battalion only one company succeeded
in reaching the objective. Here and there individuals
of that company managed to make their way through
the wire, but to no avail. Fighting stubbornly, the
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men of this one company strove gallantly to maintain
the position; but the enemy counter-attacked, and, of
the pluvk\ little band, mll\ ten men reached their own
lines in safety. v

Next to them the R()\dl Canadian Regiment was
also able to penetrate the German defences. It
attacked on a three-company frontage and occupied
Regina Trench for a distance of one hundred yards
west of the West Miraumont road. There was a gap
between it and the 49th Battalion on its left and
eath battalion was bombing towards the other in
the hope of getting in touch. Supports of the Prin-
cess Patricia’s were brought up, two companies being
stationed in the jumping-off trenches and two in
Fabeck Graben Trench to be ready to advance in
order to push home any advantage. But conditions
had changed before orders were given for any further
move. An effort was made to reinforce the Royal
Canadian Regiment, which was still holding its own,
but this was frustrated by the enemy.

The 49th Battalion, on the extreme left, was also
having a strenuous time. One company eventually
reached Kenora Trench, but two others found them-
selves blocked by heavy wire, immediately in front of
the enemy trench, which had not been touched by the
Canadian artillery. From Kenora Trench another
valiant effort was made to effect an entrance to Regina
Tyench by sending up tleee bombing parties, but none
of these were able to pass the concentrated fire of the
German troops who were massed at the junction of the
two trenches. A still further effort was about to be
made when it was found that the Royal.Canadian
- Regiment was no longer able to withstand the assaults
of the enemy, and the Canadians were finally forced
back into their jumping-off trenches.

The result of the whole attack was disappointing;
but, numerous as their own casualties were, the Ca-
nadians exacted a heavy toll. Although they were nbt




78 THE TURN OF THE TIDE

able to reach and to hold their objective, the men who
returned had no feeling that they had been defeated.
On the contrary they were satisfied that they had
shown their superiority in battle, the cause of their
failure being something beyond their control. The
casualties bear witness to the bitterness of the
struggle. During the period from noon, October 4th,
to noon, October 11th, the Canadians lost 158 officers
and 2,527 other ranks killed, wounded, and missing.
The battle had vividly revealed the fact that the
(ermans were determined to maintain this part of
their position at all costs, and their losses must have
been enormous. The Canadians, who had borne the
brunt of this particular part of the fighting, were
themselves almost exhausted. The two brigades, the
7th and 9th, were relieved and the 8th Brigade went
into the line.

There now followed a period of comparative quiet
after the eventful struggle of the 8th, due to a great
extent to the weather conditions, which were most un-
favourable to the work of the infantry. After much
effort junction was made with the Imperial brigade on
the right by the construction of a new trench south of
the Quadri{xt:ral from Dyke road to Below Trench,
and the enenly, probably fearing a repetition of the
attacks of the previous day, shelled the entire front
with both shrapnel and high explosives, but without
doing very much damage. This bombardment was

 continued on the 10th, being particularly directed

against Dyke road and North Practice Trench, but it
was not effective enough to discourage the Canadians
in their work of constructing and consolidating new
lines.

“The frontage from Twenty-three road to north of
the North Practice Trenches, held by the 8th Brigade,
was again heavily shelled on October 11th, this time
with more effect, causing a few casualties and doing
much damage to the trenches. Following up this
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bombardment the Germans essayed an attack from
Regina Trench near the East Miraumont road, but
were caught, as they were leaving their own parapet,
by a barrage laid down by the 2nd Divisional Artillery.
And so these artillery exchanges continyed day after
day, almost unceasingly. On the 12th the enemy
shelled the new trench south of the Quadrilateral
between Dyke road and Below Trench, and gas and
lachrymatory shells were thrown into Poziéres and
Courcelette. On the 13th the Germans shifted their
attention to Martinpuich and the front and support
areas, and the Canadian artillery retaliated vig-
orously. The 4th Divisional sector suffered’ a
bombardment on the 14th, and gas shells wére thrown
into the 8th Brigade lines. An intense barrage fol-
lowed during the afternoon of the same day, doing
much damage to the trenches and destroying the
communications. Meanwhile the Canadians were de-
tailing working parties each day from the battalions
not actually in the line, preparing for a meditated
attack.

On the 15th the 8th Brigade, on the ]eft of the line,
was relieved by the 53rd (Imperial) Brigade. The
Canadian artillery \was particularly active, and di-
rected its fire upon {Regina, Courcelette, Below, and
Gallwitz Trenches, causing much destruction in the
German defences. Pys also was bombarded and
enemy observation posts there were destroyed.. Near
Achiet Trench a large party of the enemy was ob-
served and dispersed.

It was evidently the intention to make sure that
the approaching attack on Regina Trench should not
fail by reason of impassable entanglements, and the
artillery directed much of its attention to cutting the
wire. Despite the enemy’s artillery activity, patrols
from the 10th and 11th Brigades, which were sent out
to reconnoitre the strength of the German position,
reported that the wire in front of Regina Trench had
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been practically demolished. The artillery aa}ain bom-
barded Regina, Coulée, and Courcelette Trenches,
locating and destroying several maching-gun em-
placements. Heavy casualties also resulted among a
body of German infantry observed north of Irles.

|
8. Carrure oF Recina TreENcH

The ultimate capture of Regina Trench was ac-
complished by the 4th Division, which /had arrived
in the Somme area on October 5th, and which first took
its place in the line six days later. This division was
commanded by Major-General David f'atson, C.B,
C.M.Gi., and was composed of the 10th, 11th, and 12th
Brigades. The 10th Brigade was from/ Western Can-
ada, being made up of the 44th (Winnfpeg), the 46th
(Southern Saskatchewan), the 47th/ (British 'Co-
lumbia), and the 50th (Calgary), and was commanded,
for the first five months of its active service in France,
by Brigadier-General W. St. Pierre/ Hughes. The
11th Brigade consisted of the 54th (Kootenay), the
74th (Toronto), the 87th (Montrcal)f, and the 102nd
(Northern British Columbia), and was commanded
by Brigadier-General V. W. Odlum, D.S.0. The 12th
Brigade was organized with BrigadLor-Goneral Lord
Brooke in command. It consisted joriginally of the
51st, 72nd, 73rd, and 87th Battalionﬁ. In June, 1916,
the 51st lost its identity by reason ¢f the fact that it
was required to send heavy reinforgements to France,
and its place was taken by the 78th, the 87th Battalion
being transferred to the 11th Bryigade.” The 12th
Brigade was finally composed of the 38th (Ottawa),
the 72nd (Vancouver), the 73rd (Montreal), and the
78th (Winnipeg). Shortly after its arrival in France
the command of this brigade was transferred to
Brigadier-General J. H. MacBrien, D.S.0.

On October 11th the 4th Division took over the 3rd
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Division lines, the 8th Brigade remaining for a time
under its orders. For the first day, outside of the
usual shelling there were no noteworthy happenings,
but weather conditions were beginning to be so bad
that much work was necessary to keep the trenches
in shape for habitation. Patrols were sent out oc-
casionally to determine the_condition of the enemy
wire, and, this being roportt‘in a satisfactory state
for penetration, preparations were made for another
attack.

On October 17th, the 10th Brigade occupied the lines
which had been held by the 2nd Brigade of the 1st
Division, and the 4th Division eame under the com-
mand of the Second Corps, receiving its instructions
for the preliminary operations. The intention was to
have the corps attack between Courcelette Trench and
the river Ancre, the objective being Petit Miraumont,
Grandcourt, and St. Pierre Divion, and, after the
Ancre had been crossed, to push north. In this move-
ment the 4th Division was to advance, with the 18th
Division of the Second Corps on its left, and was also
to protect the flank of the Third Corps, on its right.
Before this was to be undertaken, - however, the
Second Corps was to capture the Regina-Stuff line
of trenches, in which operation the Canadians were
to co-operate by capturing and consolidating Regina
Trench from Courcelette Trench to a point just before
the junction with the Pys road, thence easterly to the
sap-heads built by the 10th Brigade. The actual ob-
jective was a small one, but the Canadians were
obliged not only to secure the proper objective, but
also to connect the right of the captured position so
as to make a defensive flank to the east. All arrange-
ments were practically completed by the following
day.

The 11th Brigade moved up to its advanced Head-
quarters in the North Practice Trenches and en-
countered a great deal of trouble in establishing

/




82 THE TURN OF THE TIDE

satisfactory communications.” The “artillery was not
very busy, although the Canadian guns kept the enemy
from repairing his damaged defences. On October
19th the rain came down in torrents, making any move
over the heavy ground almost impossible. However,
saps were being driven towards Regina Trench and
jumping-off positions established by both the 10th and
the 11th Brigades. The progress of this work was ob-
served by the Germans, who bombarded the 11th
Brigade frontage furiously; to this bombardment the
(Canadian artillery replied most effectively. Another
day passed and nothing could be done because of the
weather. The time was taken advantage of by the
artillery in completing the demolition of the enemy
wire. Conditions at this time were most try-
ing on the men; for the trenches were half filled
with water, and for this there was not the slightest
} remedy. "

[ During the night of October 20th the assaulting
troops took up their position, the capture of the ob-
jective being undertaken by the 11th Brigade under
Brigadier-General V. W. Odlum, D.S.0. The 87th and
102nd Battalions were placed in the line, the former
1 on the right; and the 75th provided two companies for
the support of each of these battalions. Shortly
before noon on the 21st the enemy, no doubt suspecting
the imminence of an attacky began a heavy artillery
fire upon the front lines. About noon the Canadian
guns opened with the full fury of their massed bat- ™
teries. The concentration was intense, and the hail of
heavy shells and shrapnel descended with deadly force
and accuracy. Then the infantry advance began. The
men clambered out of their trenches, and in long lines
dashed forward close under the barrage, advascing as
rapidly as the state of the ground would permit. In -
i ten minutes the five hundred yards of open ground
‘ had been covered and part’6f Regina Trench had been
taken. Early in the afternoon contact was effected
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with the successful 53rd Brigade of the 18th (Im-
perial) Division on the left.!

An official report tells of a tragic incident which for
the moment threatened the success of the assault.
Lieutenant Scott was advancing at the head of his
men, and was directing their progress in accordance
with the artillery barrage. As the men got down to
await the momentary lift of the guns, the lieytenant
was shot and killed. His death was not at first re-
marked, and his men still waited the signal to advance.
Not until the barrage had passed beyond the German
trench did they realize the situation. Then, with an
impetuous rush which nothing could arrest, they” X\

“dashéd for the trench, eager to avenge the death of
their gallant young officer. In the meantime, how-
ever, the enemy had been able to man his parapet and
the Canadians suffered some casualties; but they
succeeded in their attack.

On this same day, October 21st, the enemy was seen
to be massing troops near the Coulée Trench and was
dispersed by the Canadian artillery fire. Further in-
formation was received that the Germans were
concentrating near the chalk pits east of the Quad-
rilateral. The artillery and machine-gun fire was
redoubled and a counter-attack was prevented. No
attempt was made by the enemy to counter-attack
during the night beyond a few bombing raids, which
were easily repulsed. The state of the front lines
and the captured ones, which were heavily shelled on
the 22nd, was very bad, and the men were required to
hold their ground under the most trying conditions.

By the 23rd preparations for another advance were
in process of completion. The 10th Brigade was de-
tailed to carry out the capture of Regina Trench, and .
was instructed to extend its right to the chalk pit

! From October 21st the Canadians were represented in the Somme
area only by the 4th Division, the 2nd Division having left on October
10th, the 3rd on October 20th, and the 1st on October 21st, for a brief
rest before proceeding to the Lens-Arras front.
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south of Warlencourt, the preliminary attack being
arranged for the 24th. The 11th Brigade was to co-
operate by pushing up a block in Regina Trench
eastward. On the 24th it was reported that the 44th
Battalion, which had been chosen to undertake the
attack, was very much exhausted as a result of the
severe conditions, and the minor operation was post-
poned for twenty-four hours. In the meantime the
11th Brigade patrols pushed the block in Regina
Trench another 120 yards eastward.

At seéven in the morning of the 25th the 44th Bat-
talion, supported by the 46th, went over the top, and
for a time it appeared as if it would be successful in
reaching its objective,— between the Quadrilateral
and the 11th Brigade block, east of the Pys road,—
but, meeting with very heavy enfilading machine-gun
fire from the Quadr} jlateral, the men were utterly
unable to advance fart?i The 11th Brigade had
bombed eastward from tl "block, but, as the 44th did
not arrive, the Germans were able to concentrate a
strong bombing counter-attack and to drive them back
to their original post. The corps thereupon decided to
mgi(e this portion of Regina Trench part of the ob-
jedtive for a later operation.

For the week following the weather was so bad that
it was impossible to carry out any advance on a large
scale, the utmost difficulty being experienced in bring-
ing up ammunition for the guns or even supplies for
the men. On the 26th the 12th Brigade relieved the
10th and 11th in the lipe, and hostile artillery was
active south of the Alllert-Bapaume road. German
troops were observed in large numbers in the Grand-
court Trench, and the heavy guns concentrated on
this point. They also endeavoured to complete de-
fensive works between Regina and Grandcourt
Trenches, but made little headway. There were no
active infantry operations, although large patrols at
night, particularly from the 38th and 78th, recon-
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noitred the enemy positions and located new lines.
The artillery, despite the weather, maintained a
steady bombardment of the enemy trenches. Many of
these were now subject to close direct observation,
and any movement or activity on the part of the
Germans immediately drew a concentrated fire. A
heavy and monotonous task devolved upon the men in
the work of improving and consolidating the lines.
They laboured under the worst possible climatic con-
ditions; the weather through the day being continually
cold and rainy, although at night the sky usually
cleared and gave a deceptive promise of improve-
ment. The enemy meanwhile made no further at-
tempts to retake the trenches recently captured.

By the end of the month the weather improved a
little and the artillery fire became general. Probably
as a reminder that they were still able to destroy
cities the Germans threw a dozen or more shells into
the unfortunate town of Albert, or what was left of
it, on the last day of October. They followed this up
with some attention to the Canadian support lines
and communication trenches. Meanwhile Canadian
patrols were busy, and as a result of their observation
it became known that the wire in front of Coulée and
Below Trenches was in a satisfactory state.

On November 3rd the 12th Brigade was relieved in
the front line by the 10th and 11th. On the 4th the
weather cleared and the aireraft and artillery were
correspondingly busy on hoth sides. Movement of
troops and transport was observed in the German
lines along the Irles-Miraumont road. The enemy was
on the alert, apparently, for it was reported that he
was throwing up fresh obstructions in front of
Gallwitz Trench, this being observed by patrols which
had worked up the East Miraumont road. On the 5th
the Imperials and Australians attacked the Butte de
Warlencourt on the Canadian right, and the enemy
placed a barrage on the 10th Brigade lines. Patrols
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reported that the Germans had thrown out fresh wire
in front of their new trench, north of the Quad-
rilateral, running cast from Below Trench, but there
appeared to be no obstacles to an advance on a line
from Practice road to a point two hundred yards east
of Farmer road. On November 6th the 10th Brigade
_established two posts close to Regina Trench in the
vicinity of the Pys and Miraumont roads; and a
scouting party, working down Farmer road to Dyke
road, patrolled as far as Aqueduct road, locating some
machine-gun emplacements. The following day there
was a heavy bombardment of the Canadian line west
of Dyke road, while the Canadian artillerysretaliated
on Coulée and Below Trenches, The enemy was now
busy building new machine-gun emplacements in
irundy road and placing new wire in front of his
trenches.

Courcelette was shelled heavily during the after-
noon of November 8th. Patrols reported a new trench
connecting Desire Trench with the East Miraumont
road. Arrangements were now made for an attack
by the 10th and 11th Brigades as soon as the weather
permitted two days’ preliminary bombardment, it
being proposed to capture and consolidate Regina
Trench from the 11th Brigade block, east of the Pys
road, to Farmer road, and to establish strong blocks
at the intersections and beyond, north of Regina
Trench. On the 9th and 10th the weather remained
fine, and heavy artillery,k bombardment of Regina
Trench was carried out, everything being now ready
for the attack. .

Three battalions were engaged in the thrust, the
46th and 47th of the 10th Brigade, and the 102nd of
the 11th Brigade. The attack was preceded by a
bombardment almost: as fierce, althongh on a com-
patatively narrow front, as any that had yet been seen
on the Somme. It was most effective, trenches and
positions being swept out of existence, and the place
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being littered with German dead. The ground was
very heavy for an attack, but, behind the barrage, the
Canadians got over with comparatively few casualties.
East of Regina Trench there had been a nest of enemy
positions along an old farm track, known as Farmer’s
road, and a large sunken road which ran from Cource-
lette to Warlencourt. A local rise or swelling in the
ground, together with a number of - treacherous
ditches, made the position difficult; while the fact that
the ground did swell there made it desirable that the
Canadians should hold it. However, the attack was
completely Successfu]. Soon after the first wave went
over, the parapet at midnight, the barrage lifted, and
the- Canadians won into the trench with bomb and
bayonet.

Within half an hour of the time of starting the whole
position was gained. The line which they attacked
was held partly by troops of the Prussian Guard and
partly by Saxons; and the prisoners who were cap-
tured were from both in nearly equal numbers.
Farmer’s road had been an unpleasant interruption
in the advance, but all opposition from that quarter
had now been removed. Under cover of advanced
bombing posts the new line was consolidated, and a
block established about eighty-five yards in advance
of Regina Trench by the 102nd Battalion. The enemy
counter-attacked heavily from time to time throughout
the night, but was unable to remove the Canadians’
hold upon the position. The 46th and 47th Battalions
overran their objective some one hundred yards, and,
because of their own artillery fire, had to abandon
this line. KEarly in the morning, however, all the
positions had been consolidated and a new trench was
being constructed connecting Regina and Kling
Trenches. The achievement of the 4th Division had
been a most satisfactory one, and all concerned in
the operation were congratulated by the Higher
‘Command. The casualties in the 10th Brigade were
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3 officers killed and 4 wounded, 41 other ranks killed,
156 wounded, and 26 missing, mainly from the 47th
Battalion, which had run into machine-gun fire. The
102nd Battalion lost 4 officers wounded, 10 other ranks
killed, 34 wounded, and 8 missing.

The 12th Brigade relieved the 10th and 11th in the
new line and on November 12th pushed out advanced
trenches so as to gain observation over the Coulée
and Below Trenches. Desire Support Trenches were
bombarded without a great deal of retaliation. A
portion of the trenches on the extreme right was taken
over by the.48th (Imperial) Division. On the 13th the
Imperials attacked on the left of the Canadians, and the
enemy placed a barrage on the Canadian right flank:
Both on this day and on the following the German ar-
tillery was very active, throwing a number of gas
shells into the Canadian lines; and enemy aircraft
raided the camps and bases behind the Canadian line
during the night. Below Trench and hostile com-
munication lines were shelled in retaliation.

9. Tae Caprure oF Desme TrENCH

Preparations were ngw complete for the attack
on Desire Trench, but the elimatic conditions could
scarcely have been more deplorable. Regina Trench
and other trenches and communication lines in the
possession of .the Canadiang were a sea of mud,
the men having to continue Xvith their work under

frightful disadvantages. The risk from enemy fire.

which they had to undergo was, in fact, one of the
least of their troubles. The men forgot the danger,—
they had become accustomed-to facing that,— but the
physical discomforts were enough to dampen the

ardour of even the most stout-hearted. The trenches:

were literally ditches and the footing abominable.
Winter was setting in and it was appareht that there
could be little more effective fighting unless there was

H
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a cessation of the rain. France had not had such a
prolonged rainy season in many years.

Notwithstanding all these disadvantages the Cas
nadians stuck to their task with grim determination,
and this meant that the Germans had to work almost
equally as hard. The Germans, however, had their
dug-outs, where they could obtain shelter; but there
were none of these luxuries for the Canadian fighters.
The infantry could do nothing but prepare for an
attack, making the path a little more easy; but the
artillery kept at it unrelentingly.

On November 16th instructions were given for the
attack, the 11th Brigade taking over the line held by
the 54th Brigade, 18th (Imperial) Division; and the
next day was devoted to a preparatory bombardment,
the artillery shelling the German line, the southern
portion of Below Trench and Coulée Trench; in
addition to which there was some successful wire-
cutting, On the night of November 17th the Germans
shelled the left of the 11th Brigade front, where the
38th Battalion was situated, causing some casualties.

The objective in the attack on Desire Trench, so
far as the Canadians were concerned, was from a
point near Farmer’s“road, on the right, to some six
hundred yards west of the West Miraumont road, on
the left. Here the Canadians connected up with the
18th (Imperial) Division. The 10th Brigade was to
attack from the apex of Regina Trench, on the right,
to the intersection of the German new trench and
Desire Support. The 11th Brigade was to advance
its line to the line of Desire Support Trench as
far west as a point in the Ravine, one hundred yards
east of where the Ravine turned north. The 11th
Brigade, on the left of the attack, had attached to
it for the occasion the 38th and 78th Battalions of the
12th Brigade. The frontage of the 10th Brigade was a
limited one of about six hundred yards; but it was one
of many difficulties. The attacking party_here con-
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sisted of two companies of the 50th Battalion (Cal-
gary, Lieut.-Colonel E. G. Mason) and one company
and one platoon of the 46th (Southern Saskatchewan,
Lieut.-Colonel H. J. Dawson) in the assaulting waves,
with one company of the 44th (Winnipeg, Lielst.-
Colonel E. K. Wayland) in support.

Brigadier-General Odlum, in command of the 11th
Brigade, made his attack with four battalions (the
assaulting waves of each consisting of two companies),
and one battalion behind his centre, in support. The
battalions were, from right to left: the 75th (Missis-
saugas, Toronto, Lieut.-Colonel S. G. Beckett), 54th
(Kootenay, Lieut.-Colonel A. G. H. Kimball), 87th
(Canadian Grenadier Guards, Montreal, Lieut.-
Colonel R. W. Frost), and 38th AOttawa, Lieut.-C'olonel
C. M. Edwards), of the 12th Brigade, whil® the bat-
talion supporting was the 78th (Manitoba, Lieut.-
Colonel J. Kirkealdie), also of the 12th Brigade.

The artillery supporting was the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
Canadian Divisional Artillery (commanded respec-
tively by Brigadier-General H. G. Thacker, C.M.G.,
Brigadier-General E. W. B.- Morrison, and Lieut.-
Colonel J. H. Mitchell), the Yukon Motor and
Machine Gun Battery (Captain H. F. Murling), and
also the 11th (Imperial) Divisional Artillery and the
Second Corps Heavy Artillery. The 3rd Divisional
Artillery, which had ndw been for some time actively
engaged in the operations on the Somme, consisted of
the 8th Brigade (Lieut.-Colonel D. I. V. Eaton), the
9th Brigade (Lieut.-Colonel II. G. Carscallen), the
10th Brigade (Lieut.-Colonel G. . Ralston), and the
11th Brigade (Lieut.-Colonel A. G. MaeNaughton).
The 8th Brigade was composed of the 30th, 31st, 40th,
and 35th Batteries; the 9th Brigade of the 32nd,
33rd, 45th, and 36th Batteries; the 10th Bricade of the
37th, 38th, 39th, and 43rd Batteries; and the 11th
Brigade of the 29th, 41st, 44th, and 46th Batteries. . Of
these the 29th, 35th, 36th, and 43rd were howitzer
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batteries, which had originally formed the 11th
Brigade, but which had been distributed with a view
to increasing the general effectiveness.

Shortly after six o’clock on the morning of No-
vember 18th the Canadian artillery opened a heavy
barrage on the enemy lines two hundred yards in front
of the British trenches and the troops went over the
parapet. Snow was falling and the visibility was
poor. Nothing could have excelled that barrage either
in accuracy or in effectiveness. The German guns
promptly put up a counter-barrage, but the attack-
ing forces went through it with fewer casualties than
were to have been expected. The barrage crept for-
ward methodically and the men of the 11th Brigade
followed closely. The Germans suffered severely in
this storm of iron, and on the extreme left many of
them left their trench, and, throwing down their
arms, gladly surrendered. On the right of the ob-
jective of the 38th Battalion a strongly held machine-
gun post offered an obstruction, but this opposition
was soon swept aside by effective bombing, although
not without many casualties. A number of prisoners
were taken, many of them having to be bombed out of
their dug-outs. The 75th, 54th, and 87th Battalions
also reached their objectives.

On the right of the attack the progress of the 10th
Brigade was not so favourable. On its frontage the
line for several hundred yards passed over a knoll,
exposed to a destructive fire from the enemy’s bat-
teries. The knoll itself proved to be a nest of machine
iuns. The 50th Battalion, on the brigade left, gained
fts objective, but after doing so lost direction, and,
swerving to the right, lost touch with the battalion on
its left. Taking advantage of this unprotected front-
age the German guns opened up from Lupart Wood.
The battalion was swept with machine-gun fire from
both sides, occasioning a loss of two hundred men, and
was forced back.
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The 46th Battalion, on the right, when about seventy
yards from the enemy’s trench ran into a withering
rifle and machine-gun fire and the wave was broken.
The German trench was held in great strength and was
left to be dealt with later. As a matter of fact, as
goon as the situation was understood the enemy posi-
tion was isolated by the Canadian artillery fire, being
captured subsequently without any serious opposition.

From Coulée Trench the Germans launched a
counter-attack on the frontage held by the 54th Bat-
talion, and preparations were made to give them a
warm reception. They evidently did not like the
prospect; for after 'advancing some distance, ap-
parently determined to recover the lost ground, they
threw down their rifles and bombs and surrendered.

Not satisfied with reaching their objetive the 11th
Brigade pushed on 150 yards past Desire Trench and
dug themselves in there; but no counter-attack de-
veloping, as was expected, two battalions, the 38th, on
the extreme left, and the 87th, on their immediate
right flank, continued their advance. These two bat-
talions swept on to Grandcourt Trench, a portion of
which they successfully occupied and in which they
established themselves.” This had been accomplished
by nine o’clock in the morning. The 18th (Imperial)
Division, on their left, had, however, met stubborn
resistance from the direction of Grandcourt and was
unable to advance farther than Desire Trench. It was
considered that the 38th and 87th Battalions were,
therefore, in too dangerous a salient, and later in the
day they were ordered to withdraw fo~he original
first objective and consolidate there. This was sue-
cessfully done. As a factor in the whole advance
the Canadians did exceedingly well. At places along
the whole line of advance hand-to-hand fighting had
gone on, down in the slits of trenches, with shells
above them making chaos of the positions.

The result of the struggle was that the Germans
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lost the whole south side of the Ancre river up to the
very edge of Grandcourt, in the outlying ruins of
which the fighting continued. The casualties of the
division in this action amounted to 75 officers and 1,276
other ranks; and the prisoners taken numbered 625,
of whom 17 were officers. The work of the division
did not pass unnoticed and its dogged determination
and heroic self sacrifice were strongly commended by
both the commander of the corps and of the army.
The capture of Desire Trench was the last im-
portant action in which the Canadians engaged on the
Somme. There was no sign of hostile retaliation or
counter-attack during the 19th. The heavy artillery
arranged a bombardment to start at the junction of
New Trench and Below Trench westward to Practice
road to the intersection of New Trench and Desire
Trench—to clear out the Germans who had held
up the right of the attack on the 18th. In the mean-
time Coulée Trench was bombarded with excellent
results. The 12th Brigade was in the line, to the
left, from the Ravine to the block in Desire Trench,
about 250 yards west of the Pys road; and the 11th
Brigade, from the block along the curve south by
south-east to Regina Trench and to the entrance on
the right of the division position. This proposed ar-
tillery action was postponed because of the misty
weather on November 19th, and again on the 21st,
owing to the relief arranged for the Canadian guns.
The enemy bombarded the Regina Trench road june-
tion, causing some damage to our lines, and captured
several of a working party east of the Pys road. The
hostile bombardment of the front line was continued
on November 22nd; and our artillery responded by
shelling a trench running from Desire to Below Sup-
port Trench. The 184th (Imperial) Brigade took
over the line from the Ravine to the West Miraumont
road, held by the 12th Brigade on this day, and on
November 24th the 10th Brigade relieved the 11th.
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Preparations for the relief of the division were
completed on the 26th, and the three brigades of
Canadian artillery withdrew from the line, being
replaced by British artillery. The 10th and 11th
Brigades left the area on November 26th and the 12th
Brigade followed on the 28th, to join the Canadian
Corps with the First Army on the Arras-Lens front.

A word must be said of the Pioneers and their

_splendid work throughout.all these operations. Their

main task consisted in constructing and ¢onsolidating
trenches after they had been captured. The men, in
spite of the fact that they carried out all their opera-
tions under fire and had no chance of replying, were
magnificent. Their only complaint was that they did
not get a chance of hitting back. Theirs was not a
spectacular part; it was only very arduous and very
dangerous. So, as it was explained by one of their
officers, while it called forth all the pluck and the en-
durance men possessed, it had not the éclat of a daring
push by infantry, and honours did not often come their
way.




CHAPTER III
THE CANADIANS AT VIMY RIDGE

1. Tae Vimy Froxt

Canadian Corps had been removed from the

Somme front, British and Australian units re-
lieving them. It was a welcome change. The utter
desolation, the mud and misery, coupled with the
never-ending roar of the guns and the consequent
rushing and crunching of shells, made the Somme
fighting during the rainy season, especially for the
infantry, unspeakably trying. The 3rd and 4th Divi-
sions, the last to leave the Somme, marched from the
vicinity of Albert to the region north of Arras in cold,
rainy weather. Men and horses were so caked with the
chalky Somme mud that they resembled animated
plaster casts. The transport wagons and equipment
were clogged with mud and dirt, giving some slight
conception of the conditions under which they had
been used. But the feeling of relief as the roar of the
guns and the flashes on the night horizon grew steadily
fainter, served to cheer the spirits of the men and to
help them forget the rain and the cold, as they trudged
to the north and west to the zone between Arras and
Bully Grenay.

The new position was intended to give the Cana-
dians a rest. It was, in.fact, a vivid contrast to the
Somme at that time. With the exception of the futile
effort made by a regiment of Lancashire Fusiliers the
previous May, no action of any importance had oc-
curred on the front since the dauntless but unsuccess-
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BY the end of November, 1916, the last units of the
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ful attempts of the French, under General Petain, in
May and again in September, 1915. Although the
French had not driven the Germans over Vimy Ridge
in these sanguinary battles, they had made important
gains to the south of Souchez along the Lorette de-
fences and in the famous Labyrinth near Neuville-
St. Vaast. Some of their troops actually gained the
crest of the ridge, but not receiving adequate support
were forced to fall back. The cost had been heavy, and
precluded any further attempts by the French to take
the ridge by a frontal attack. Both sides evidently de-
cided to use the Vimy front as a resting place for worn-
out troops. Artillery firing had been light and even
trench raids were all but unknown. The chief activi-
ties had been in the way of trench-mortar battery
work and tunnelling and mining by both sides. Numer-
ous mine craters indicated the scene of many of these
local encounters, for the explosion of mines usually
resulted in sharp fights for the possession of the
craters.” Some of these British tunnelling operations
were destined to be of considerable importance in the
storming of the ridge.

Vimy Ridge constituted a military front of defence
of great importance. On its northern flank it domi-
nated the Loos salient; to the south it commanded the
even larger Arras salient and the Arras-Cambrai road.
Viewed from a distance back of the Canadian lines of
1916, the crest appeared as a long, rather low, ashen-
grey ridge. As one approached it, the more formidable
nature of the position became apparent, especially
towards its northern end. There the ground was
broken by the deep valley through which the Souchez
stream flowed, bordered on the left bank by Lorette
Ridge. The slopes of this latter ridge were criss-
crossed by the abandoned chalky white trenches from
which the French forced the Germans in the epic
struggles of May and September, 1915. The western
slope is very gradual, but the eastern drops off sud-
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denly to the Douai plain, which is about four hundred
feet below the crest. This peculiar geological forma-
tion is characteristic of other ridges in north-eastern
France. In a journey north-eastward from Paris the
‘traveller moves over a series of gently rising plains
that end abruptly in escarpments facing'eastwal‘g.‘
The physical structure of the position was, therefore,
of tremendous advantage to the Germans. From its
crest they could observe the actions and movements of
the Allied troops for several miles to the west. At the
same time they were able to place their batteries and
supplies near the bottom of the scarp, well up to their
trench systems and quite out of observation of the
Allies, except from aeroplanes. In order to increase
this advantage, underground communication trenches
were dug through from the eastern face of the ridge
to the German front line. Great stretches of cross
tunnels and underground galleries enabled the ¢nemy
troops to assemble in considerable numbers’? unob-- .
served and in comparative security. Scarcely a sign
of life, therefore, could be observed on the western
slope. It appeared to be a strip of grey desolation
pitchforked into the midst of one of the most fertile
regions in Europe. Even the trees were blasted and
torn and lifeless until they were little more than shat-
tered splinters.

Back of the trench systems occupied by the Cana-
dians the countryside was a scene of utter desolation.
Quiet little country villages such as Neuville-St. Vaast,
La Targette, Ablaine-St. Nazaire, Souchez, and Ca-
rency were wrecked beyond repair. In the two first-
mentioned villages the ruin was most complete, only
fragments of walls, piles of stone and rubble, splintered
trees, and timbers from buildings being left, and even
these sad remnants were churned up at intervals by
high-explosive shells. To the south of these villages
was the famous Labyrinth which had been the vortex of

1 The International Geography. H. R. Mill, Editor.
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one of the struggles of more than a year before when
the French had, with desperate courage, forced the Ger-
mans back to a new position near the crest of the ridge.
The little village cemetery formed one corner of the
Labyrinth. The simple headstones that had marked
the graves of peaceful peasants had been smashed to
fragments by shell-fire and lay about in hopeless con-
fusion.

The long, rambling village of Ablaine-St. Nazaire
almost hidden in the valley of the Souchez stream was
largely a mass of ruins. It, too, had seen much des-
perate conflict, the French forcing the Germans back
yard by yard in close street fighting. It was evident
that the inhabitants had but little time to evacuate the
town on the approach of the (Germans early in the
war. Remnants of household treasures were still to
be found lying about, and in an old stable the skeleton
of an ox was still chained to the manger. The spring-
ing into life of the perennial flowers that some home-
loving villagers had planted in their little gardens
seemed to make the tragedy even more vivid. Frag-
ments of the walls and of the tower of the beautiful
sixteenth-century church built by the princes of
Artois were still standing, fe dazzling white chalk
mural finishings being scored and broken by shell
fragments.

Souchez had passed through bitter days too. Many
civilians, with true peasant tenacity, remained in their
homes even after the conflict had settled down to a
trench warfare almost at their doors. They were
wiped out by poison gas.

One outstanding vantage point behind the Canadian
lines was the village of Mont St. Eloi, situated on the
side of a high hill about four miles from the crest of
Vimy Ridge. This quaint, old-world village received a
good deal of attention from the German heavy artillery.
The lofty ruined towers of the tenth-century chureh,
visible for many miles in any direction, no doubt
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seemed to the German Command to offer opportuni-
ties for observation which the Allied troops were not
h likely to miss. Occasional high-explosive shells were
b dropped in the ruins, and it was a tribute to the
workmen of nearly ten centuries ago that their handi-
work did not suffer much greater damage. Even the
] farmsteads had not escaped. They had been trans-
+»formed into burned ruins, or swept with hurricanes
of shrapnel until completely wrecked. Here and there
over the deserted fields binders and other agricultural
implements had been abandoned, some of them in evi-
dent haste. Apparently the invading German armies
had surprised the peasants while they were working at
. their harvests in 1914, some of the implements having
g been riddled by shrapnel. From the start the Germans
took seriously the hellish command of their Kaiser:
“ Tt is my will that, in fifty years, your passing'thi¥éugh
may be remembered with terror.”’?
; In addition to these symbols of death that littered
/ » the ‘‘dead country,’’ there were others that bespoke
with tragic eloquence the price that had already been
paid in attempts to drive the invaders back. The road
between Arras and Bethune passed near many resting
places of the men who had fallen before the Canadians
appeared on the Vimy front. Scores of thousands of
French and British troops gave their lives along that
historie ridge. They sleep near where they fell, and
the little groups of crosses, symbols of sacrifice, which
mark their tombs may/fittingly become one of the
shrines where future(g(/nerations of pilgrims will fore-
gather to present their tributes of respect and grati-
tude. by
]
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2. WinTER WARFARE
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The third winter of the war was an unusually severe
one. Rains fell mercilessly with scarcely a day’s grace

! Pierre Loti: The T'rail of the Barbarians.
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from the latter part of October until after the New
Year. Even the hard roads in the rear of the Vimy
front carried a slimy mud from an inch to six inches
deep. Portions of the old trench walls caved in and
low places in the trenches became almost impassable.
In some cases the mud was so deep and so clinging
that men were occasionally mud-bound and it was
necessary to call in the aid of a shovel or two to release
them. Considerable repairs were thus necessary.
Parapets had to be rebuilt at many points and the
“‘duck-walks’’ and entrances to the dug-outs raised
and improved. Light frosts at intervals during the
late fall helped, in some places, to make the ground
more passable, but they seemed to intensify the misery
and wretchedness of trench conditions. Major opera-
tions were as effectively checked as if a palsy had
swept over the opposing armies. Early in January,
1917, the weather grew perceptibly colder, the temper-
ature remaining below freezing for some weeks. A
few inches of snow fell, covering the mud and desola-
tion and enabling men to move over the back areas
with some degree of comfort. Scouts, patrols, and
raiders operating in No Man’s Land wore white over-
clothes for a protective covering, instead of daubing
their faces and hands with mud, as had been necessary
during the rainy season. The frost seemed to give a
new quality to the atmosphere, especially at night. The
tense stillness of a quiet, frosty night made the occa-
sional sharp crack of a sniper’s rifle and the sinister,
whistling hiss of his bullet, or the staccato rattle of a
machine gun, sound preternaturally loud. The air
seemed pregnant with a deeper sense of the mystery
and: desolation and death that enshrouded the whole
country. Then the rush and splutter of trench flares,
followed by the sickly, white phosphorescent light
which cast long, vague shadows over No Man’s Land,
made the surroundings even more eerie and ghostly.
Trench working parties took extra precautions to

»
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muffle the sounds of their operations, particularly
those who were working on saps or tunnels. Reliefs
stole into the trenches and ‘‘took over’’ from the men
on duty, making scarcely a sound that could be heard
a half dozen feet distant.

[f a trench raid was planned, or if one was expected,
a pass-word was given to every one who was on duty
in the trenches. Sentries posted at every traverse
challenged, in a loud whisper, any men who had to
move along the trench. It was sometimes literally a
fatal mistake to ‘‘forget the pass-word.”’

During the day the nervous tension was generally
much less acute. About daybreak the night-working
parties gathered at the major’s dug-out to receive
their ¢ shots of rum ’’; then they went to the cook’s
dug-out for their breakfast. In the trenches, that
meal usually consisted of a couple of rashers of bacon,
or, in lieu of that, a portion of a ean of pork and beans,
a slice of bread, and a dixie of tea. Sometimes, if his
majesty the cook was in good humour, a few of the boys
were admitted to his holy of holies and allowed to fry
their bread in the bacon grease that still simmered in
the pans over the charcoal fires. But the men who were
granted this privilege always had to be circumspect in
their relations with the cook. Trench kitchen etiquette
was perhaps rude, and it was certainly unbending.
“Shin toasters’” were not wanted. They ‘‘cluttered
up the kitchen’’ as well as hindered the cooks with their
work and were invited in direct, perhaps even in pictur-
esque language, to move out after they had finished
frying their bread. So the night workers soon found
their way to their own quarters, where they ate their
breakfast, and then, if there was room, they stretched
out for a few hours’ sleep. They were left undisturbed
until noon, unless an alarm from the sentries caused
the order to ‘‘ stand to ’’ to be passed along the line.
During the winter these orders were not often neces-
sary, and usually when they were the ‘‘ stand down ’’




THE CANADIANS AT VIMY RIDGE \03

came within a comparatively short time. Such igei-
dents, or an occasional rifle grenade or ‘‘flying plg”’
bombardment, or a chance aerial combat provided the
chief excitement and danger of the ordinary day in the
trenches. A quiet day was likely to be uninteresting.
Shut out from the surrounding country, there was
nothing to be seen except the fifty or one hundred feet
of trench, stretching from traverse to traverse. Sen-
tries stood on the firing steps, making frequent surveys
of No Man’s Land through their periscopes. Snipers
held their posts hour after hour with amazing perti-
nacity and patience. At long intervals one of them
would stealthily raise his rifle, take careful, deliberate
aim, and fire. Generally his mate would utter a laconie
““Got him,” for snipers selfom missed their targets.
The fatigue men occupied themselves at a variety of
duties, assisting the cook, distributing ammunition, re-
pairing broken trench revetments or ‘‘duck-walks,”
or improving the support defence system. The noon
and evening meals in the trénches demonstrated beyond
peradventure that it was a tin-can age. McConachie,
“‘the canny Scot,”” was known to millions of British
troops, extolled by some, endured by all. Even Tickler,
the great jam maker, whose jam tins were converted

although “‘Tickler’s artillery’’ won immortality.

To satisfy tHe essentially human craving for news
of events in other parts of the line, short bulletins
from Headquarters were posted with the orders of the
day. But these necessarily brief records were quite
insufficient. Trench rumours travelled up and down the
front line with surprising speed, gathering a variety
of melodramatic adhesions as they went. Rumour-
mongers were to be found in every unit, and when news
was scarce they contrived to start a nice new story on
its way along the trenches. The arrival of the mail
sometimes brought these stories to inglorious ends,
but it was often remarkable how the authentic news

into bombs vzlyin the war, was not better known,
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verified in a measure the tales of the trenches. The
great German retreat on the Somme in the winter of
1917 furnished ample material for wild rumours, yet
the tales that reached the Canadian lines were not
greatly exaggerated.

By the end of the year 1916, the troops had been
engaged in trench warfare so longe that they could
almost view it as their regular vocation. Fate had
overruled their wishes. They were placed in an
environment that normal human beings would view
with feelings varying from mere discomfort to intense
loathing. But in large measure they had become ad-
justed. Many of them were admittedly fatalists, in so
far as the war was concerned. Others, a little more
pedantie, claimed to be ‘‘predestiners.”” They cursed
war and its attendant evils with a volubility and
thoroughness that should have made the proverbial
fish-wife green with envy. But in spite of such out-
ward signs of dissatisfaction, the attitude of the men
was generally more cheerful than might have been ex-
pected. It was a great game played for a great cause
and there was always a real satisfaction in pounding
‘“the dirty Boche.”’

Following out the practice of the previous winter,
corps schools were maintained at points well behind
the lines. In these schools some hundreds of men,
picked fram each of the units, were given a month, or
more, of Intensive training in the special work for
which they had been detailed. These men were then
returned to their units and others sent to attend the
classes throughout the winter. This formy6f training
was exceedingly valuable. It provided a welcome
diversion from life in the trenches and-efiabled several
thousand men to develop and improve as specialists
capable of instructing the other members of their sev-
eral units and able to assume control of an operation
should the officers become casualties.

Importantthanges in organization were also carried
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out during the winter of 1917. The wonderful defence
made by the French at Verdun the previous winter
had led the British army authorities to appreciate the
great mobility and flexibility of the f'rench infantry
units. Prior to that time the basis of the British in-
fantry organization had been the battalion, which was
composed of companies of bombers, machine gunners,
scouts, and riflemen. It was realized that such a com-
bination might prove much too clumsy in sustained
hand-to-hand fighting; consequently it was decided to
make each platoon of fifty men practically self-suffic-
ing. That is, instead of having separate companies of
two hundred machine gunners, or bombers, or riflemen,
respectively, stated numbers of each of these specially
trained men should be included in the personnel of
every platoon. These numbers varied somewhat in
different battalions, as it was deemed best to make the
system as elastic as possible, so as to accord with the
judgment of individual battalion commanders. An
illustration may be given to indicate concretely this
revised platoon organization. Thus the platoons of
certain battalions comprised, in addition to an officer
and three sergeants, fifteen riflemen, eleven bombers,
eleven grenadiers, six Lewis machine gunners, two
:gouts, and one stretcher-bearer. The new system

roked endless discussigpthoughout the rank and file
of the corps. It implied a rearrangement of fatigue
duties and parades /that was rather disconcerting to
the comparatively aristocratic machine gunners and
riflemen. Not possessing the sheep-like German atti-
tude towards military discipline, the men indulged in
various degrees of ‘‘grousing,”’ depending in large
measure on how hard the new system affected the indi-
vidual, so that it is doubtful if the plan received a fair
trial during the Vimy period.

In addition to reorganizing the infantry an impor-
tant change was brought about in the field artillery.
For the first two years of the war each battery of the

e
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Canadian Field Artillery had four guns. This led to
much confusion when it was necessary to change posi-
tions with the British six-gun batteries. Besides, artil-
lery officers were much needed, and although the estab-
lishment for a six-gun battery called for eight officers,
as compared with five for a four-gun battery, still it
was possible for five officers to manage a six-gun bat-
tery efficiently. As a result, therefore, the batteries of
an entire brigade in each division were broken up to
reinforce the other brigades. This change doubtlessly
had many important advantages, but it caused much
regret on the part of the men who had been attached
to the divided batteries. Associations formed through
the struggles at Ypres and on the Somme were difficult
to break, and many of the men felt the transfers very
keenly.

When the Canadians took over the Vimy front in the
autumn of 1916, they found the trench systems in a
fairly good state of repair. Obviously but little hostile
shelling had been encountered for some time and the
comparative quiet during November made it possible
to carry out extensive improvements. The whole sys-
tem of defences had been designed and constructed by
the French and many of the trenches still bore French
names, with, in some instances, the English equivalent.
The dug-outs and funk-holes were decidedly comfort-
able and safe as compared with those on the Somme,
although they were not finished or furnished as elab-
orately as many of those taken from the Germans dur-
ing the spring offensive. The artillery gun-pits and
gunners’ quarters were in equally good, or even better,
condition, some of them being provided with electrie
lights, as well as pieces of furniture obtained from
ruined homes in near-by villages. Narrow-gauge rail-
ways and good roads made easy the transport of sup-
plies and of men. Altogether, the position seemed
about as close to ‘‘a little bit of heaven’’ as the Cana-
dians had known for some months. They were not long
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in inaugurating changes. It might have been fitting
that they should enjoy ‘‘a little bit of heaven,’’ but it
was quite unthinkable that the Huns should enjoy it
too. Artillery fire was steadily intensified and trench
raids increased rapidly in number and in the daring
and skill with which they were carried out. The Ger-
mans were peeved at the change of tactics and tried
to persuade the Canadians to desist. One of the notices
posted in front of the German trenches early in Decem-
ber, 1916, read: ‘‘Cut out your damned artillery. We,
too, are from the Somme.”” But these and other sim-
ilar pleadings were in vain. The Canadians have been
credited with introducing the trench raid into modern
military tactics' and they certainly did much to perfect
it, making it one of the most effective means of wear-
ing down the enemy’s moral, as well as of securing
information with respect to his movements and in-
tentions. During the winter of 1916-17, therefore,
trench raids formed an important part of the prepara-
tions for the spring offensive.

Successful trench raiding, however, presupposed
much skilful and daring patrol and scout work. Patrols
were always carefully organized and worked in close co-
operation with the men in the trenches. Thus, the lat-
ter knew the number of men in the patrols, the time and
the place that they would leave the trenches, the ground
that they were expected to traverse, and the time when
and the place where they would return. Knowledge of
these details enabled the men on guard in the trenches
to discriminate between hostile and friendly parties, a
factor of great importance, especially on dark and
foggy nighfs. The duties assigned to these patrols
usually consisted in reconnoitring the enemy position
This frequently took them right up to the enemy
parapet and at times into his trenches. In addition,
they watched for enemy detachments engaged in work
similar to their own and endeavoured to counter their

1 Bee Vol. ITI, p. 278 et seq., of this series.
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efforts, or check any attempts at a surprise attack.
They also ngted any enemy working parties that might
be taking m?\'zmla;:n of the darkness to strengthen
their wire or other defences, and either disposed of
them with bombs or reported them to the machine
gunners for special attention. Sometimes it was pos-
sible to fix up a temporary post for a Lewis machine
gun in No Man’s Land to fire point-blank on such par-
ties. This procedure involved many risks and was
followed only when some special feature of the terrain
provided a measure of cover.

Thus was No Man’s Land haunted every night by
small groups of men from the opposing armies who
moved about silently and stealthily, stalking one an-
other with all the relentless cunning and patience of
beasts of prey. Rifles were seldom used, for a rifle
flash served to draw hostile machine-gun fire. Bombs
were the most common weapons, but if the enemy were
encountered unexpectedly at close quarters, a short,
bitter struggle with knives decided the issue.

The Canadians were not content to perform these
hazardous duties only during the night. Where the
ground was sufficiently broken to provide some cover,
patrols went out during the day as well. The almost
impudent boldness that prompted this daylight work
was an important element in its success. The Germans
obviously did not expect it, for on a number of occa-
sions Canadian patrols were able to enter and examine
portions of their trench systems and return to their
own lines without even attracting the attention of an
enemy sniper, It was a Red-Indian type of warfare,
-and it is not improbable that many of the five thousand
Indians in the Canadian Corps were the most able
and outstanding exponents of such tactics, In any
ase, it did much to make trench raids successful; for
it injured an optic nerve of the German Intelligence
Bureau, while at the same time it provided the Cana-
dian Staff with much valuable information.
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But if the Germans were not a match for their ad-
versaries in these lonely, savage struggles between the
lines, they were past-masters in the art of underground
warfare. On the Vimy front they had dug many miles
of underground galleries which were connected with
their rear areas by deep tunnels. In addition, they
had very excellent deep dug-outs which they used for
officers’ quarters, regimental headquarters, dressing
stations, ete. These were usually provided with a
number of exits, so that in the event of one or more of
them being blown in suddenly by shell-fire or bombs
the remaining ones would provide a means of escape.
Generally these underground quarters were not only
commodious but comfortable, and in some cases,
thanks to the Germans’ vandal nature, were elabor-
ately furnished with French furniture. They were
deep enough to withstand anything but the very
heaviest shells, and the interiors were usually lined
throughout with close-fitting mining forms, which were
often papered or painted or otherwise decorated. The
amount manual labour involved in the construc-
tion of tl*o great underground labyrinths was almost
beyond cq@mputation. It was perhaps not surprising,
therefore, that the Germans considered their position
impregnable. If conditions had remained as they were
a year before, it would have been beyond the power of
the Allies to dislodge them. But the ascendency was
definitely passing from the Germans. The great
weight of the new armies and the all but inexhaustible
supplies of guns and ammunition were turning the
scale. The character of the war was distinetly
different to what it had been during the previous
winter. The Canadian troops, in common with all of
the others of the British Expeditionary Force, felt the
change, and they were thrilled with a new hope. No
longer was it necessary for them to face deluges of
hostile shells without being able to retaliate ; nor would
they ever again be required to attack without adequate

I
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artillery preparation and support. One of the great
crises in the vast conflict was passed.

Hitherto, by far the greater number of the raids
had been carried out at night. This meant that the
enemy was comparatively secure during the daytime,
and so was able to bear with equanimity the inevitable
strain of sueh~fictions. A change was now decided
upon. More raids were to be attempted in daylight.
These tactics were distinetly audacious, for, with visi-
bility normal, it was all but impossible to cross No
Man’s Land unobserved during the day. Various
devices were adopted to offset the disadvantages of
daylight. Screens were made by smoke bombs, if the
wind were not too strong. The men detailed for the
raids wore clothing the colour of which was made to
harmonize as nearly as possible with the colour of
their surroundings. Foggy weather was taken advan-
tage of and barrages and feint attacks were used to
mislead the enemy. Artillery preparation, almost al-
ways required, had to be thorough. Great responsi-
bility was attached to the forward observing officers
of the field artillery; for it was usually the field-guns
that were employed to cut lanes in the wire in front of
the enemy trenches. The work of the artillery in cut-
ting wire on the Vimy front developed steadily in
efficiency, so that the infantry were soon able to ad-
vance over No Man’s Land feeling reasonably certain
that the wire would not constitute a serious danger.
This was naturally an important factor in giving the
men confidence and assurance. Earlier in the war,
raiders were frequently shot down while attempting
to get through the wire, and their bodies would remain
suspended perhaps for days before some daring spirit
was successful in crawling out and dragging them in
for burial. The trench expression in referring to a
supposed casunalty, ‘“Oh, he ’s on the wire,”” carried
more than a touch of grim meaning.

One of the most important of the early raids by the
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Canpadians on the Vimy front oceurred on December
2nd, 1916, near the village of Roclincourt. A battalion
volunteered for the task and carried it out with great
skill and thoroughness. The raiders were divided into
three parties. Those operating on the flanks were to
cut off the German communication trenches and thus
hem in a section of trench upon which all three parties
were then to converge. The flank parties, after a sharp
struggle, reached their objectives. The centre group,
however, was stopped at the wire entanglements. But
the men: quickly spread out along the wire and effec-
tively bombed the German line. By this time, the flank
parties were able to close in, inflicting heavy casualties
and almost completely wrecking the enemy trench.
During the succeeding two weeks a number of
smaller, but none the less daring and successful, raids
were carried out at various points along the line, No
part of the German line fronting the Canadians was
immune. The element of surprise was seldom lacking
and the swift hand-to-hand struggles with knives and
bombs terrorized and baffled the Germans. In ad-
dition, much damage was done to their lines, prisoners
were taken, and an occasional machine gun was cap-
tured or destroyed. One of the surprising features of
these adventures was the small number of casualties in
the attacking parties. Frequently they would return
without losing a man, after having caused very consid-
erable losses to the enemy, The cumulative effect of
such tactics was, therefore, of much importance.
About the middle of December an elaborate and
formidable daylight raid was planned. The section of
trenches to be attacked was thoroughly reconnoitred
by both land and air scouts. Every man detailed to
take part was fully instructed in the nature of the
ground and the 'precise duty that he was to perform.
On the morning of the 20th of December about four
hundred yards of the German lines were hemmed in
by artillery fire. At the same time the Stokes guns
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were used to place a screen of smoke bombs in front
of the machine gunners in the German support lines.
Batteries were also detailed to place a heavy barrage
on the enemy front line. The attacking infantry at
once crawled out into shell holes in No Man’s Land to
avoid the retaliatory fire which was very likely to be
concentrated on the Canadian front line. The instant
the barrage lifted, they attacked with such impetu-
ogity that the Germans were overpowered. They pene-
trated to the enemy second line and spent an hour
and a half in clearing out and destroying dug-outs,
smashing up machine-gun posts, and generally de-
moralizing the enemy position ; and were able to return
with fifty-eight prisoners, their own total casualties
being less than a dozen men. The Germans, evidently
thinking that the Canadians intended to hold the,
captured line, bombed their way into their own empty"
trenches, thus providing some amusement for the
raiders, who by that time were safely back in their
own lines. This performance was so satisfactory that
it was soon copied at several other points along the
front.

Another brilliant raid was carried out on Christmas
morning, 1916, by a battalion from Eastern Canada.
It was assumed that the Germans would not be expect-
ing an attack on that day and the assumption proved
correct. Very careful note had been takeni of all the
enemy’s sniping and listening posts and Magéhine-gun
emplacements, and these received speecial attention
during the raid. Explosive charges were placed under
his wire; and at the time set for the attack these
charges were blown up, apd the Canadians —a hun-
dred strong— rushed through the gaps thus made.
They carried out the usual terrorizing tactics, bombing
dug-outs, and taking prisoner or killing any who
offered resistance. German distress signals brought
up reinforcements, before which the Canadians retired
with but four casualties. “More than fifty Germans
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were killed, and in addition a few prisoners were taken.
The episode put the German Command in a bad
temper, and they immediately staged a rifle-grenade
bombardment which lasted for some hours.

In spite of this ‘‘show,’’ Christmas day, 1916, was
remarkably quiet. + On some sections of the front
scarcely a shot was fired during the greater portion of
the day. Fraternizing was forbidden, however, al-
though it is doubtful if the prohibition was necessary.
The Canadians had come to have a feeling of contempt
for the enemy that made it extremely unlikely that
the rapprochement of the former Christmas seasons
at the front would be repeated. The weather was cool
and cloudy and there was little rain or any untoward
incident to mar the quiet enjoyment of the ‘‘bukshee’’?
rations and the vast array of Christmas parcels and
mail from Canada.

During Christmas week the Germans.tried some
characteristic retaliation. Fully three thousand phos-
gene-gas shells were thrown into Bully Grenay. How-
ever, by the end of 1916, all the Allied armies were
supplied with excellent gas masks and, in this instance,
the only casualties were seven F'rench civilians. The
uniform success of the raids carried out during Decem-
ber, 1916, led to a whole series of both day and night
raids being executed in the following three months.
Some of them were little more than daring exploits of
two or three, or half a dozen men; others were minia-
ture battles in which thousands were engaged. With
but one or two exceptions, these actions were success-
ful. The testimony of the prisoners taken proved

" beyond peradventure the terrorizing and demoralizing
effects on the enemy. Not only that, but a steady
stream of current information concerning the dis-
position and plans of the enemy troops was obtained,

! Probably a ‘corruption from buksheish, a Persian word meaning “a
yztuity.'; Applied indiscriminately in the army to anything extra or
additional.

s
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and great material damage was done to their trench
systems and forward supply bases. At the same time,
these No Man’s Land experiences developed wonder-
fully the resources and cunning as well as the confi-
dence of the Canadian soldiers, individually and collec-
tively. Altogether the raids were a factor of prime
importance in the vast preparations that were made
during the winter of 1917 for the spring offensive.

An exploit of two Canadians on New Year’s eve
illustrates the coolness and daring exhibited by the
members of small raiding parties. Shortly after dark
they crawled out into No Man’s Land, wriggled
through the enemy’s wire and got into his trenches.
They then worked their way a short distance along the
trench until they came to a suspected sentry beat.
After concealing themselves for several moments they
were rewarded by seeing the sentry approach. They
seized him before he could give any alarm, and were
about to make back to their own lines with their pris-
oner, when another German came out of a near-by
dug-out. He promptly received and accepted an in-
vitation to join the little party. Such episodes were
of no great importance in themselves. The Germans
carried out similar kidnapping expeditions, not always
unsuccessfully. But they illustrated clearly certain
aspects of trench warfare. It was pre-eminently a
contest in which ceaseless, lynx-like watching, re-
sourcefulness, patience, and iron nerves were required
of the individual soldier. Over-rashness or a slip”in
judgment usually meant death. Audacity and origi-
nality in devising ways of surprising the enemy and of
keeping his nerves taut were prime essentials, and in
such tactics the Canadians were temperamentally
happy.

One of the most successful daylight raids carried
out by the Canadians was made about the middle of
January, 1917, in the direction of Cité Calonne, a
suburb of Lens. Preparations commenced several
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days before the raid, as the enemy’s wire defences were
very heavy and deep. It was necessary for the artil-
lery and trench mortars to smash sections of this wire
before the infantry could advance. In order to keep
the enemy at a nervous tension over a considerable
section of the line and to confuse them as to the exact
point to be attakked, this work was carried ont on a
front of over two miles. The ground was covered
‘with fresh snow, making it easy for sentries to spot
moving objects, so that precautions had to be taken
to ensure that the enemy be forced to remain in his
dug-outs until his trenches could be entered. To ac-
complish this, a carefully planned combination of bar-
rage was arranged. The Stokes guns were used to
throw smoke bombs, so as to screen the section from
enemy artillery observers; the artillery — both field
and 4.5’s — placed a heavy barrage of gas, shrapnel,
and high explosive over and around the area to be
raided, and the machine gunners kept a stream of bul-
lets skimming over the German parapet. It was physi-

_¢ally impossible for the Germans even to keep a

speriscope up with which to observe events in No Man’s
Land. In addition, arrangements were made for
blowing up a mine just before the raid commenced.
The carrying out of many of these preparations natur-
ally made complete surprise impossible, Nevertheless,
there are few more nerve-racking experiences that
troops may be called upon to endure than to remain
for days under heavy artillery fire ready to meet an
inevitable attack, the precise location and time for
which can only be conjectured. At the same time it
should be noted that, owing to the continued success
of the raids made by the Canadians, the Germans were
holding their front lines lightly. The men who occu-
pied them were mostly mere ‘‘cannon fodder,”’ or
those who were undergoing punishment for a variety
of military offences. Their best troops were held in
reserve.
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The actual raid took place on a front of about eight
hundred vards. The enemy’s wire defences had been
completely smashed by the artillery, and as soon as the
mine had been exploded a barrage was dropped behind
it and the raiding parties quickly crossed No Man’s
Land, practically unopposed, in broad daylight. These
movements had been carried out so quickly that the
Germans had not had time to emerge from their dug-
outs to organize any strong resistance. Reinforce-
ments were kept from reaching them by shelling their
communication trenches with high explosives.

Mopping-up parties were left to clear out'and de-
stroy the front-line dug-outs, while other groups of
raiders penetrated some three hundred yards into the
enemy position, wrecking dug-outs and machine-gun
nests, destroying stores, and killing any ‘‘ Fritzies "’
who refused to surrender. Exactly an hour was taken
up, at the end of which time the raiders returned to
their lines with one hundred prisoners, including a com-
pany commander, and also one machine gun. It was a
record haul of prisoners for a single raid and caused
other British units to strive with redoubled energy to
surpass it. A few weeks later a battalion of London
Territorials brought back one hundred and twenty
prisoners, an achievement that probably was not again
equalled in‘a single raid during the Vimy period.

This raid, too, was marked by some human elements
that were seldom present on such occasions. Gener-
ally, a single summons to surrender was shouted down
a dug-out, and if the response was not prompt and in
the affirmative a mobile bomb was thrown in which
would destroy the dug-out and its occupants without
further parley. Consequently, Germans thus trapped
usually put up their hands and goose-stepped out of
their underground shelters in the most satisfactory
fashion. In this instance, however, ‘‘an officer with a
handful of bombers stood at the entrance of a deep
dug-out crowded with Boches. In his best German,
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such as it was, he ordered them to come out and sur-
render, as he was going to blow up the dug-out. A
voice replied in excellent English, ‘Yes, we are com-
ing.” He waited, but none appeared. He repeated
his order more emphatically. He got the answer, ‘Yes,
yes! one minute, please!” And again he waited and still
no one came forth. But time was short and he had more
work to do. Once again he summoned them, adding
that his next summons would be a bomb. Then at last
and just in time the Boches came clambering out, obvi-
ously much relieved and in a great hurry to surrender.
Finally appeared their officer with dignified delibera-
tion. ‘I had to burn my papers,’ he explained, apolo-
getically. The Canadian glared at him indignantly.
Then his face relaxed in approval. ‘All right,’ said
he, ‘we will call it square. But two seconds more and
you would have been in kingdom come.’’’?

Another Canadian became detached from his party
and did some dug-out clearing on his own account. He
was particularly desirous of securing a good German
helmet, so when in response to his summons to sur-
render a lone German appeared without his helmet, he
promptly sent him back to bring it.

Such incidents could only occur on raids in which
the artillery was working like a well-oiled machine.
The curtain fire behind the German supports effec-
tively prevented them bringing up reinforcements and
the raiders were able to ‘‘carry on’’ without interrup-
tion or any unseemly haste.

During the latter part of January and the most of
February the ground remained solidly frozen and the
Canadians took every advantage of the improved con-
ditions. A raid on some portion or other of the Ger-
man lines was almost a daily occurrence. In the aggre-
gate, several hundred prisoners were captured during
the five or six weeks of frosty weather. Besides, many
hundreds of the enemy were killed or wounded and im-

1 Canadian Gazette, February 8th, 1917.
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portant material damage was done to their position.
Nor were the Canadian losses heavy. In almost every
instance the number of prisoners taken exceeded their
total casualties. The advantages derived from the
training in the Corps schools in France were also
brought into evidence. “ On several occasions when the
officers and N.C.0.’s in charge of raids became casual-
ties, scouts or senior soldiers of parties would take
charge and carry on until the objectives set had been
attained. Even the most strongly fortified portions
of the German line were not immune from attack.

On the evening of the 14th of February, parties
from some western battalions raided one of these
strongholds. At the junction of the Vimy and Lorette
ridges, east of the village of Souchez, is a small,
isolated hillock, which was known by the descriptive
cognomen of the Pimple. Its flattened top com-
manded an excellent view of the wide valley through
which the Souchez stream flowed, so that it was con-
sidered to be more than probable that the Germans
used it for observation purposes; and further, it was
known to be bristling with machine guns. As a con-
sequence, it came in for a good deal of attention from
the Canadian artillery. It was against this strong
point that the raiders launched their attack. They
penetrated the German lines sufficiently to be able to
wreck a number of mine shafts, machine-gun emplace-
ments, and even trench railheads. Besides, they
brought back one officer and forty men as prisoners.
In view of the formidable character of the position
the success of this exploit was particularly ereditable.

Toward the end of February a Canadian brigade
carried out a ‘‘minor operation’’ covering a frontage
of some two thousand yards and in ong place penetrat-
ing to a depth of seven hundred yards. The ground
crossed between the lines sloped gradually towards
the Canadian trenches, but every inch. of it had been
blasted and torn by months of continuous shell-fire,
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The raiders met with stiff opposition in crossing No
Man’s Land. They acted with great daring and steadi-
ness, however, and rapidly cleared the German front
line. In their support lines the Germans offered a
bitter resistance, and no quarter was given or asked
for. The casualties on both sides were, consequently,
comparatively heavy. Nevertheless, after an-absence
of an hour and a half the Canadians were able to
return to their own lines, having gained all their ob-
jectives and having captured forty-five prisoners. The
information gained on this raid proved of much value
in later operations. In addition to this important
action, no fewer than five other small raids were car-
ried out about the same time and within a few hours of
one another. These were chiefly of valué in establish-
ing identification of the German troops. As a matter
of faet, the long series of successful raids enabled the
Canadian Intelligence Staff to formulate accurate
statistics concerning the names and the strength of the

- units opposed to them, as well as the character of the
German reserves and the times when and places where
reliefs came into the trenches, not to mention the
knowledge gained of the physical features of the enemy
position and his probable intentions. Such informa-
tion was of the greatest value.

About this time, however, the Canadians encountered
their first and only serious failure of the winter of
1917. This occurred on a portion of the front held
by the 4th Division and was largely the result of a
determination to use cloud gas. During the winter
months the prevailing winds on the western front
were from the east, and consequently the Allies were
at a disadvantage in so far as the‘use of cloud gas was
concerned. Even when the wind was from the west in
winter it was usually shifting and uncertain. This
unstable character of the winds at that season, diffi-
cult to predetermine, made the use of cloud gas an
extremely risky expedient in an attack. Much atten-
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tion was necessarily paid to the reports of the Meteor-
ological Service. These were signalled along the front
once, and sometimes twice, every twenty-four hours.
The frequency and comparative accuracy of these
reports were of great value in selecting a time for
projecting gas across No Man’s Land. But at the best,
during the winter, the final choice of a ‘‘zero hour”
for a raid preceded by gas clouds could only be arrived
at a brief fow hours before the attack would have to
be made. As it turned out, this particular raid demon-
strated some of the treacherous and dangerous quali-
ties of this German-devised weapon.

The position that the raiders proposed to attack was
carefully reconnoitred. Complete rehearsals of the
raid had been carried out, the artillery had smashed
the wire entanglements, and everything was in readi-
ness at the time appointed early on the morning of
February 27th. The artillery opened up a heavy bom-
bardment; but owing to adverse conditions the gas
attack could not be attempted and the raid had to be
postponed at the last minute. The men were kept in
readiness, however, waiting for a change in the wind,
in order to proceed with the attack, a change that did
not come for some forty-eight hours. Meanwhile the
men were much fatigued with the long strain of ‘‘stand-
ing to’’ in thecold, muddy trenches. Butan even more
serious feature was the escape of two German pris-
oners from a compound in the rear. These men evi-
dently obtained details of the proposed raid which
they conveyed to the German lines. The element of
surprise, so essential to the success of such attacks,
was, therefore, entirely lacking. The Germans estab-
lished new machine-gun posts which they kept masked
until the time of the attack. Early on the morning of
March 1st the wind changed temporarily and the artil-
lery barrage and bombardment were renewed. Two
waves of gas were used, but as soon as the infantry
went ‘‘over the top’’ the Germans opened a furious

&
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machine-gun fire, and heavy casualties resulted before
the men could obtain cover in shell holes. These shell
holes were still filled with the heavy, poisonous gas,
and many wounded men were overcome by it. Defeat
was not to be thought of, however, and another wave
of gas was sent over. But the wind suddenly changed
and blew the gas back over the Canadian lines. The
fermans were quick to seize this advantage and, hav-
ing been reinforced, they counter-attacked. It was
one of the rare occasions when the opposing forces
clashed in the middle of No Man’s Land, in a straight
stand-up, hand-to-hand fight. The machine gunners
of both sides were enforced onlookers, owing to the
danger of shooting down the men of their own respec-
tive forces. Bayonets were practically the only weap-
ons it was possible to use, and they were used with
bitter determination by both sides. A few Canadians
did reach the German lines and wrecked their position
very considerably, but the casualties were heavy and
more than offset any advantages attained.

Late in February, too, the Germans made one of
their infrequent counter-raids. It was a small affair
and lacked any element of ‘‘punch.”” A small party
was able to surprise the erew of a Lewis machine gun,
and while one member of the crew was giving the
alarm they overpowered his mate and made off with
the gun. They were at once pursued by a party
of bombers, who succeeded in recapturing the gun.
Meanwhile, a sergeant and a corporal were hurrying
along the Canadian trench ordering the men to ‘‘stand
to,”” when suddenly, at a traverse, a party of three
Germans confronted the corporal and ordered him to
halt. At the time he was carrying a loaded Verey-
light pistol, and this he quickly discharged in the face
of the nearest German. The corporal was himself
slightly wounded, but the Germans made a hasty re-
treat to their own lines, leaving behind them a supply
of bombs much bespattered with blood.
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The Germans on a number of other occasions at-
tempted to make counter-raids, but it was a style of
fighting for which they, unlike the Canadians, were
temperamentally unfitted. In mass attacks they would
advance with almost stupid bravery time and again.
However, when it came to individuals matching their
craft and skill against other individuals they proved
much inferior to their adversaries. Frequently they
were blotted out by artillery and machine-gun fire be-
fore they could get across No Man’s Land.

Although the raids carried out by the Canadians
during the first week in March were not designed on
as large a scale as those earlier in the year, neverthe-
less they resulted in an immense amount of damage
to the enemy’s position. In one of these raids men
from a Manitoba battalion attacked the German
trenches at several points along a frontage of five hun-
dred yards. Numerous dug-outs were destroyed; but
the outstanding incident of the raid was the exploit of
a sergeant named Lloyd, who destroyed a mine shaft in
which an engine could be heard at work and in which
many Germans had taken refuge to escape the Canadian
artillery fire. Lloyd set a heavy portable charge of
explosive at the entrance, and, although he must have
known it would be almost impossible for him to escape,
lit the fuse. Great masses of earth were blown into
the air and the German mine was completely wrecked.
Many of the men who occupied it were killed, but the
intrepid sergeant was buried under tons of earth and
débris. A few days later, men from Ontario and Sas-
katchewan units were particularly successful in de-
stroying a number of enemy machine-gun and snipers’
posts, returning to their lines within twenty-five min-
utes of the time they set out. Such actions demon-
strated the swiftness and precision that the Canadians
had acquired in carrying out raids. They were prac-
tically undisputed masters of No Man’s Land.

By the 1st of March the crisp, frosty weather of
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January and February had become mild and rainy
and the whole battle area was again ‘a sea of mud.
Occasional flurries of snow and driving sleet storms
added to the discomfort of the men. Nevertheless,
during the latter half of March and the firgt week in
April, raids occurred with much greater frequency,
although their character changed considerably. No
large raids were attempted. Instead, a species of
hornet-like tactics was followed. Forays were made
at all hours of the day and night by small groups of
men. This constant stream of predatory incursions
must have been very trying to German nerves, and the
frequent taking of prisoners kept up-to-date the identi-
fication of the enemy troops.

It is of interest to note that, broadly speaking, the
long series of trench raids had in it elements that ex-
emplified nearly every phase of the preparations nec-
essary for any major attack. In the first place, it
was an important factor in securing information with
respect to the movements of the enemy and the nature
and condition of his defences. Dependable knowledge
of such matters was always a first essential in prepar-
ing for an offensive action. In the second place, the

"raids provided splendid training for ‘“‘storm’’ troops,
giving them both professional experience and moral
stamina. Besides, the co-operation among the several
arms of the Service, notably, perhaps, between the
infantry and the artillery, was a most useful form of
discipline. And further, there were many evidences
that the raids lowered, very perceptibly, the moral of
the German troops, while at the same time they pinned
the enemy tightly down to his own lines.

3. PrEPARATIONS FOR A (REAT BATTLE

One lesson that the Allies had been taught by bitter
experience earlier in the war, was that insufficient
preparation for an attack was always a costly blunder.

|
!_
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In so far as the Vimy attack was concerned the blunder
was not to be repeated. Nothing was left to chance.
In the first place, throughout the winter a minute study
was made of the physical and defensive features of the
Vimy front. For this purpose, as already pointed out,
the trench raids were of great importance. Th testi-
moﬁy of prisoners and the ‘‘first-hand’’ infoymation
brought back by the raiders were supplementd¢d from
many sources. Thus, for example, much was{learned
from many of the refugees who had been drivgn from
their homes on the ridge early in the war. As an illus-
tration of the character of this information an extract
from the testimony of M. Dasort may be taken as
typical. M. Dasort for a number of years before the
war resided in the grounds at La Folie farm. He
stated that: ‘‘La Folie farm was originally a chitean,
two storeys high, with two deep cellars each approxi-
mately thirty feet by fifty feet, vaulted roofs, with one
entrance to cellar on the south-west side of the building
and the other entrance appreximately at the centre of
the building on the north-west side.

“The_chitean was allowed to go into disrepair, after
which it was permitted to be used as a farmhouse and
a new chiteau was built a few hundred yards north of
the farm.

“The wood to the north of the farm is very thin,
principally orchard with a few fir trees.

“The wood on the eastern slope of the ridge, imme-
diately south-west of the farm grounds, has recently
been planted and is not thick.

“North-west of the farm, on the eastern slope of
the ridge, there is a fir wood fairly well grown with
trees every two yards.””

That a great deal of time and effort was expended
in collecting and digesting evidence of this nature, in-
dicates in some measure how the chance element was
climinated in preparing for the attack. No fragment

1 Testimony of M. Dasort, 3rd Canadian Division, I. G. 774.




THE CANADIANS AT VIMY RIDGE 125

of information, however trivial it might seem to be,
was neglected. Whenever possible, Intelligence officers
searched German dead as well as German prisoners
for papers of military importance. They also en-
deavoured to make things hot for enemy spies who
. attempted to operate in the Canadian lines. In this
latter task they were permitted to search conveyances,
billets, or any other quarters that they suspected of
harbouring suspicious characters.

Another means of obtaining a knowledge of the
enemy’s defences, particularly of his signalling sys-
tem, was the use of instruments for *‘listening-in’’ on
the German telegraph and telephone lines. These were
installed in the front-line trenches, and frequently
the operators picked up important messages relating
to enemy activities. They were also of much value in
locating enemy batteries. Similgr instruments were
used by the Germans, and it was necessary to adopt
measures to prevent messages ‘‘leaking’’ by such
means. For this reason, it was forbidden to use
‘“‘earth circuits’’ for telephone or telegraph instru-
ments within three thousand yards of the front-line
trenches. Thesusé of ‘‘metallic circuits’’ did not en-
tirely prevent leakage, but it was of material assist-
ance. Again, ‘‘Fullerphones’’ were used by the in-
fantry in advanced areas, and these, when used as
““ buzzers,”” were practically leak-proof. Codes were
commonly used by signallers, but they were frequently
too easily decoded to be of great value.

These “‘listening’’ instruments were of great assist-
ance to the engineers and Intelligence officers in work-
ing (}ut‘the probable positions of the German signal
stations and lines of communication in the forward
areas. Investigations at the time of the advance over
the ridge demonstrated that these calculations were
substantially correct.

Observers for the artillery often drew attention to
changes in the enemy’s defences above ground, and
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those in kite halloons kept a keen look-out for enemy
activity far behind their lines. Owing probably to the
fact that the Vimy escarpment destroyed the effective-
ness of the kite balloon, it was not so extensively used
as on the Somme.

Without doubt, however, the Air Service was the
premier source of information concerning the enemy
territory and activity. The Duke of Wellington is said
to have always wanted to see ‘‘what is on the other
side of the hill.”” To accomplish that, he had to rely
largely on cavalry patrols, whose function was to de-
feat enemy patrols and keep in touch with their
main body. In a ‘““war of positions,’”’ however, cav-
alry, as such, can be of little service. Consequently,
other means had to be devised for watching the enemy
on ‘‘ the other side of the hill.”” The advantages pos-
sessed by aircraft were naturally quickly recognized
and applied early in the war.

The air pilots and observers saw everything that
was to be seen in the enemy territory on days when
flying was possible, and their cameras furnished pre-
cise and permanent records of the whole battle area.
It was mainly from these photographs, developed and
printed within a few hours after they were taken, that
the excellent maps of the trench systems and ¢ centres
of resistance’’ were prepared. The maps were simply
indispensable, although after the artillery had finished
with the enemy’s defences it was sometimes impossible
to recognize on the ground the features that were
shown on the maps.

While scouting was ‘‘the supreme tash’’ of the Air
Service, it was inevitable that the rival forces should
have frequent clashes in the air. Neither side could
afford to ignore the other, for the same reasons that
hostile cavalry patrols were forced to clash in open
warfare. During the winter of 1917 there was keen
rivalry for supremacy in the air. For a time the
Germans practically -abandoned aeroplane scouting
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and concentrated their energies on destroying Allied
planes. They relied on small machines which possessed
unusual speed as well as mobility and which flew gen-
erally at great altitudes. They seldom attacked singly,
but patrols of two or three, or even squadrons of seven
or eight of these planes, would swoop down from their
hiding-places in the clouds to attack too venturesome
or unprotected Allied scout planes. The latter were
built for stability rather than for speed and manceu-
vring capacity, so that in a surprise encounter with the
swifter German planes they seldom lasted longer than
a few minutes. Such tactics were not new. They had
been initiated by the British early in the war and had
been decidedly effective in overcoming the supremacy
then held by the Germans in the air. It was, therefore,
a bad omen when day after day British scouts were
driven down without being able to inflict any notable
damage to the German planes. It said very much for
the valour of the British airmen that they refused to
be beaten and maintained their scouting patrols in
spite of serious losses. Towards the end of March
three additional high-speed German planes came on
the Vimy front. They were painted red and for that
reason were easily distinguished from other planes.
For a few days they seemed in a fair way to cripple
seriously the British air force in that area. Then, one
evening early in April, three British planes of a new
design appeared on the front from the direction of
Arras. The Canadians watched the neweomers with
unusual inferest as they made their way to the north-
ward, flying at a greater height than was usual for the
scouts, The German “‘reds’’ were also up and, with
the over-confidence born of too much success, at once
intercepted the British planes. The combat lasted
less than five minutes. A few quick mancuvres for
positionxa dozen shots from a machine gun, and the
leading German plane wobbled down behind the Cana-
dian lines. The other ‘“‘reds’’ took the shortest course
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to their aerodromes. It was the turning of the tide.
The new planes proved to be quite the equal, if not the
superior, of those of the Germans in speed and elimb-
ing capacity, and during the remainder of April, at
least, the latter were clearly beaten in the air.

This intensive reconnaissance of the whole Vimy
area naturally revealed both the strong and the weak
points in the enemy’s defence and so made clear the
character of the preparations that would be necessary
to overcome the former and to take advantage of the
latter. The enemy had had ample time and opportuni-
ties for constructing his defences in detail. Conse-
quently they were as nearly impregnable as he could
make them. From his complex underground works he
was in a position, not only to repel, but to inflict heavy
losses on any forece that might attempt, by a fron-
tal attack in the open, to force his retirement beyond
the ridge. Fortunately, a frontal attack of that na-
ture was not contemplated. Although a tremendous
amount of labour was involved, the Btitish decided to
construct a corresponding underground system, which
would not only be of importance for defensive pur-
poses, but would be designed more particularly for
offensive operations.

During the summer of 1916, British labour battal-
ions, under the sppervision of the Royal Engineers,
had made considerable progress in the construction of
three parallel tunnels, leading from the support to the
fromt-line trenches. They were placed at intervals of
about half a mile and were roughly six hundred yards
long. In designing them, the"engineers had in view
their continuance beneath No Man’s Land and impor-
tant sections of the German defences. This latter
task was carried out during the first three months of
1917, under the joint direction of Royal Engineers and
Canadian Engineers. Each of the tunnels was about
six feet high and five feet wide and was sufficiently
deep to withstand the most severe bombardments.
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Exits were constructed at convenient points in the
trench system and several battalions were provided
with headquarters in lateral galleries leading from the
main tunnels. Electricity, generated in underground
_gngine rooms, was used for lighting purposes through-
olit.  Narrow-gauge railways were laid as the work
on the tunnels progressed, and these were of great
service in removing the excavated material and also
for bringing in ammunition. Numerous telephone
lines connected the-several headquarters in the tunnels
with their corresponding brigade aund divisional head-
quarters in the rear. As the tunnels were dug through
chalk-like rock formations, much labour was involved
in disposing of the material removed in a manner that
would at least confuse and deceive the enemy. By far
the greater portion of it was put in sand-bags and
conveyed on small hand-cars to considerable distances
in the rear. But while the white chalk was difficult to
conceal, it possessed some compensating advantages,
the chief of which was that the roofs of the tunnels
required but comparatively little support. This meant
a saving in timber as well as in labour. Further,
the porous quality of the chalk enabled it to absorb
moisture quickly, so that the tunnels were usually dry.

Early in April the ‘““blind ends’’ of the tunnels
almost beneath the German lines were heavily charged
with explosives. Fuses were trained back for some
distance and the charges were then carefully sealed in
with well-filled sand-bags. These chaiges were held
in readiness to give the Germans an added surprise at
the hour for the attack on the ridge.

While the tunnels were being completed, other com-
panies of engineers were superintending the construe-
tion of light railways, roads, underground cables for
telephone communication, -as well as securing water
supplies and laying water mains to convenient points
within easy reach of the trenches. Many miles of light
railways were laid to batteries and advanced supply
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bases. The existing road system in some places was
quite inadequate to handle the ever increasing volume
of traffic, so that it was necessary to provide addi-
tional ones as quickly as possible. - The most notable
of these was the one built from Mont St. Eloi, by way of
Berthonval farm to the Arras-Bethune road. Between
the farm and the Arras road, a distance of about a mile
and a half, was a large saucer-like depression, across
which it was very difficult to build and maintain a road
in the rainy season. Time was short and the road was
urgently needed. In this emergency it was decided to
construct a Pplank road from material obtained in
forests a few miles in the rear. Many old trees were
cut down, under the careful supervision of trained
foresters. The logs were quickly sawn into planks at
portable mills set up in the forests, and larg¢quanti-
ties of the planks were hauled to the sitg of the road
during the frosty weather of February, ghd construe-
tion was hurried forward. Although-this road must
have been easily visible from hostile aireraft, it was
not subjected to much artillery fire. ¥t was of the ut-
most importance in getting men and supplies forward
during the fortnight that preceded the battle. As soon
as the dusk of evening had fallen, streams of General
Service wagons and limbers loaded with supplies of
ammunition and provisions appeared on the road in-
terspersed with working parties and relieving troops
going up to or returning from the forward areas. No
lights were allowed and skilful driving was required
to keep the counter streams of traffic moving smoothly.
Occasionally a tired, sleepy driver would have a mo-
mentary lapsé of vigilance with the result that the
outer wheels of his vehicle would go over the ends of
the planks and sink in the mud. Such lapses would
sometimes tie up traffic for an hour or more, during
which time an undue amount of profanity enlivened
the proceedings. So satisfactory was this plank road
from the point of view of quick construction that immme-
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diately after theybattle another one was built from
Souchez to Givenchy by way of the famous Pimple at
the junction of the Vimy and Lorette ridges.

In addition to the building of roads, other means of
communication between the front and rear areas were
carefully provided for. Telephones are indispensable
to'a modern army. Wires were generally laid over-
land or along the sides of communication trenches. In
such positions they were often damaged by night-work-
ing parties, or by hostile shell-fire, particularly during
an extended engagement. On the Vimy front the en-
gineers designed an elaborate system of underground
cables, leading over areas where communications were
sure to be needed and which at the same time would
probably be subjected to heavy hostile fire. These
cables were connected with terminal boxes placed at
convenient points in the rear and in the trenches and
tunnels. Every pair of wires attached to the terminal
boards was carefully tagged, showing to what units it
would afford communication. This involved much pick
and shovel work, which was done largely by working
parties from the infantry and pioneer battalions. Much
of it was necessarily done under cover of darkness and
often with hostile machine-gun and shell fire to pro-
vide excitement and thrills. Occasionally these work-
ing parties came upon filled-in trenches in which
French and German dead had been buried early in the
war with no mark to indicate their graves. Suth grue-
some discoveries made the chalky, greasy mud even
more loathsome to the men who were called upon to
work in it. It was hoped, however, by means of this
underground system to simplify the work of the line-
men, and to some extent the hope was realized. How-
ever, the buried cables were not an entire success.
Although generally eight or ten feet underground a
high-explosive shell would occasionally make a direct
hit and completely disorganize the service over a con-
siderable area. Further, the messages received over
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lines were oftem very faint, a serious defect

where fhe noise from guns required that they should

jefinct. As a result, overland lines were again re-

ted to, to connect rear headquarters and batteries

with the front line. They were laid hurriedly, for the

most part within three weeks of the battle. Unfortu-

nately, there was scarcely any attempt at co-operation

between the units requiring them. Each and every

unit laid its own lines with little regard to the con-

i venience or the rights of the others. As a result, the

' ground in the rear of the trenches was literally cov-
ered in places with a network of insufficiently tagged
telephone wires. After a German shell had made a
direct hit on such a confused mixture of wires, it re-
quired clairvoyant linemen to straighten out the mess
and re-establish communication within a reasonable

" ' time. However, in spite of the lack of system, by
means of diligent line patrol work, any serious break-
down was averted when the time came for advancing
over the ridge.

Perhaps the most spectacular phase of the prepara-

tions for the spring offensive was the work of the
artillery. The whole struggle had degenerated into
a contest of ‘‘positions.”” The opposing forces were
probably more nearly equal in men and material than
ever before. They had had sufficient time to organize 1
their positions thoroughly, and under such circum- 1
stances only limited objectives were aimed at in any
given attack. Efforts were therefore centred on ]
attaining “those objectives at minimum cost. Ob- *
viously, one of the best means of accomplishing this :
purpose was the employment of sufficient artillery to
batter down the enemy’s defensive works and thus
make it possible for assaulting troops to advance and
to occupy and consolidate the wrecked position. That -
had been the German method from the beginning of # |
the war; and for almost two years the British had
suffered terrible punishment, holding their line with at
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times an all-but-despairing patience, until the hour
would come when they, too, could employ similar tac-
tics. The hour had come early the previous summer.
The great arsenals in Britain and the munition works
in Britain and Canada had reached their stride. Day
and night during the previous spring, summer, and
autumn, division after division of artillery of all
calibres, as well as ammunition trains, had rumbled
along the roads from the base ports on the English
Channel to their appointed positions on the firing line.
Many of these guns had been used with terrific effect
on the Somme and their work was continued at Vimy.
More than that, a seemingly endless stream of new
guns was kept pouring into France. Thousands of
men, under the direction of engineers and artillery
officers, were kept busy preparing battery positions.
Ammunition dumps appeared at convenient points
and rapidly grew to amazing proportions. No longer
were the gunners dependent on pitifully inadequate
doles of shells as they had been early in the war.
Those conditions were fortunately gone, but they had
burned their impressions on the memories of the
British and Canadian gunners so that they were filled
with an unutterable desire to even'the score with the
Boche. Consequently, they found keen satisfaction
in smothering German raids before they had a chance
of becoming dangerous. Then, too, any indications
that the Germans were bent on a bombardment, or on
placing a barrage, resulted in prompt counter-battery
work. In this the Canadian howitzers and 60-pounders
were generally exceedingly effective, frequently suec-
ceeding in silencing enemy guns. Another form of
counter-battery work was carried out by the field guns.
It was merely retaliative fire. Thus, if the enemy pro-
ceeded to shell a given section of trench, the com-
mander of the battalion that then occupied the section
telephoned back to artillery brigade headquarters ask-
ing for ‘‘retaliation.”” It was a point of honour on the

(
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part of the gunners to provide the assistance asked for
with the minimum of delay. In many instances, it was
only a matter of seconds before shells would be falling
in the German trenches opposite the position that had
been attacked. This ¢lose and effective co-operation
between the field artillery and the infantry stifled many
enemy raids before they had an opportunity even to
_get under way. But what was of more importance, by
\v‘rontly adding to the strength of the artillery the Brit-
igh and, consequently, the Canadians, were able to
plan and carry out offensive operations on a scale
which otherwise would have been either quite impos-
sible or very wasteful of troops. Thus, the longi series
of trench raids that preceded the attack bn the ridge
was dependent on efficient artillery support, and a
major operation, such as some of the Somme battles
or the Vimy' attack, was only planned after adequate
artillery support was assured. - \
Every battery was allotted a preseribed section o
the enemy position for its special field of action, and
it was the business of that battery to be able to strike
any required point in its zone at a moment’s notice.
Direct ranging, that is, ranging in which the gunner
could see his target, was not possible, for an exposed
battery, or even an exposed gun, would have imme-
diately attracted enemy fire. Further, on the Vimy
front the escarpment made it impossible to see from
the ground the enemy’s artillery positions and other
rear defensive works. It was necessary, therefore, for
the gunners to obtain the ranges and angles for their
targets by indirect means. Early in the war this had
been done entirely with the aid of maps and of range-
finding instruments. Ammunition was not available
in sufficient quantities to be used for target ‘‘registra-
tion.”” Daylight and clear weather were essential for
this work in order that the observérs could determine
the proximity of each shot to its target. On the Vimy
front it was done with great thoroughness by the Cana-
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dian and British gunners. Consequently, target regis-
tration constituted the greater portion of the routine
work of the artillery for several weeks during the win-
ter of 1917. It was, of course, carried out under the
close observation and direction of forward observation
officers™(F.0.0.’s) stationed at ** O Pips,’’ usually well
in front of the guns, and, of course, in full view of the
targets. ‘Occasionally, too, observers in kite balloons,
or in aeroplanes, performed this function. Obgervers
at observation posts or in balloons were connected with
the batteries by telephone and reported on each shot,
making the necessary corrections in the ranging and
angles, until the target was under fire. Aeroplanes
signalléd the correétions by wireless, or by means of
lights, or with Claxton horns. In this manner the
enemy wire in No Man’s Land, his front and support
lines, probable or known machine-gun nests, or ob-
servation posts, trench-mortar battery positions, rear
assembly areas, communication lines, important eross-
roads, and other strategic or tactical points in the
enemy’s territory, were carefully registered. Every
battery also had carefully tabulated ¢“S.0.S. lines,”
the details of which were literally at the finger tips of
every gunner. These were for use in case of distress
signals or S.0.S. flares being sent up in the trenches.
On quiet nights, when only a small proportion of the
guns were firing, the idle guns were loaded and laid
on their “‘night lines.”” Then in case of a distress sig-
nal coming from the trenches the sentry on duty had
only to pull the triggers of the guns in order to give
the infantry support and at the same time arouse the
gunners.

As the spring season approached, the definite superi-
ority of the British in guns and ammunition had been
demonstrated beyond doubt. This did not necessarily
presage sudden victory. For two years the Germans
were vastly superior in artillery and yet they had
failed utterly to break the spirit of the Allies. Never-

|
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theless, it was that factor, perhaps more than any
other, that changed the character of the winter cam-
paign of 1917 as compared with those of the preceding
two winters.

The Canadian Corps’ scheme of operations for the
attack on the ridge was issued on the 20th of March.
Aceording to the detailed plans by divisions! the Cana-
dians were to operate on the immediate left flank of
the Seventeenth British Corps, the divisions number-
ing from the right, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th. The front
to be attacked by the Canadians extended from a point
nearly a mile north of the centre of the village of
Roclincoyrt, practically to the banks of the Souchez
stream, or a little over four miles of line in all.

The ground allotted to tlie troops of the 1st Division
had a frontage of approximately 2,000 yards, and they
were to penetrate to a depth of, roughly, 4,000 yards.
The frontage, however, was to be materially lessened
as the advance proceeded, the left flank having to
swing to the right to pass the strongly fortified village
of Thelus, units of the 2nd Division being detailed to
undertake the capture of that stronghold. The 1st
Division' comprised the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Infantry
Brigades, under the command of Brigadier-Generals
W. A. Griesbach, . 0. W. Loomis, and G. S. Tuxford,
respectively, The battalions detailed to initiate the
at ck on this front were the 5th, 7th, 8th, and 10th of
the 2nd Brigade, and the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th of
the 3rd Brigade. The 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th of the 1st
Brigade were to be placed in reserve for the initial
stages.

The 2nd Division, nou_lp'risinx the 4th, 5th, and 6th

' During the winter of 1917, the Canadian Corps formed a part of the
British First Army under General Sir Henry Horne. The Corps Com-
maunder was Lieut.-General Sir Julian Byng. The Divigional Commanders
were Major-General A. W. Currie; Major-General H. K. Burdtall; Major-

General L. J. Lipsett; and Major-General D. Watson. For the Vimy
struggle, one British brigade was also under the command of Sir Julian

Byng. On their right flank the Canadians were supported by the Seven-
teenth British Corps, under Sir Charles Fergusoa.
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('anadian Brigades and the 13th British{rigado were
to attack on a frontage of about 1,300 yards, on the
immediate left of the 1st Division. The officers in
command of the brigades were, respectively, Brigadier- \
Generals R. Rennie, A. H. Maedonnell, and H. D. B.
Ketchen. The 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st Battalions
composed the 4th Brigade; the 22nd, 24th, 25th, and
26th Battalions, the 5th Brigade; and the 27th, 28th,
20th, and 31st Battalions, the 6th Brigade. The objec-
tives set for the division required a penetration of,
roughly, 3,000 yards, but their frontage was to widen
as the attack progressed, so as to include the village of
Thelus. At the outset, the 6th Canadian and the 13th
British Brigades were to be held in reserve,

On the northern flank of the 2nd Division, the attack
was to be undertaken by the 3rd Division, on a frontage
of about 1,500 yards. The 7th and 8th Brigades, under
the command of Brigadier-Generals A. C. Maedonell
and J. H. Elmsley, respectively, were to initiate the
attack, while the 9th Brigade, under the command of
Brigadier-General I, W. Hill, was to be held in re-
serve. The Royal Canadian Regiment, the Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, and the 42nd and
49th Battalions comprised the 7th Brigade; the 1st,
2nd, 4th, and 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles, the 8th
Brigade; and the 43rd, 52nd, 58th, and 60th Battalions,
the 9th Brigade. - The average depth of the thrust on
the front of the 3rd Division was to be, roughly, 1,500
vards. At the northern extremity of the Canadian
line, the 4th Division was to carry out the attack. The
frontage allotted to this division was nearly a mile
and a half in extent. This, coupled with the extremely
difficult nature of the terrain to be traversed, resulted
in relatively shallow objectives being selected. The
units comprising the division were the 10th, 11th, and
12th Brigades under the command of Brigadier-Gen-
erals K. Hilliam, V. W. Odlum, and J. H. MacBrien re-
upectively. The 10th Brigade was made up of the 44th,

i
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46th, 47th, and 50th Battalions; the 11th Brigade, of
the 54th, 75th, 87th, and 102nd Battalions; and the 12th
Brigade, of the 38th, 72nd, 73rd, and 78th Battalions.
The 10th Brigade was to be held in reserve.

On reaching their final objectives the 1st and 2nd
Canadian Divisions were to push forward patrols
through Farbus village and Station Wood as far as the
Lens-Arras railway. The 3rd Division was to send
out patrols towards Vimy and Petit Vimy with a view
to.ascertaining whether or not those points remained
occupied. .

Towards the end of March, the artillery commenced
the long preliminary bombardment of the enemy posi-
tion. This grew steadily in volume during the sue-
ceeding two weeks. Barrages were rehearsed, and
every target that the guns had registered, as well as
every section of the enemy trench system, was sub-
mitted to perhaps the most searching and the most
appalling artillery fire that had been known up to
that time. The sharp, ringing reports of the field-guns
and the ear-splitting booms of the ‘‘heavies’’ blended
into a continuous, reverberating roar, as if the fires of
the infernal regions were being fanned to consume
the world.

At night the scehe was even more awe-inspiring, for,
in addition to the never-ending roar, the myriad flashes
on the horizon were visible portents of the approach-
ing conflict. During this intensive bombardment a
complete attacking barrage was put on on two or three
occasions, The enemy, expecting to be attacked,
‘“stood to'" and suffered terrible losses. As a re-
sult, many of his units did not *‘ stand to’’ when the
attack was made. Although the German guns, notably
their 5.9-inch howitzers, were usually active, their com-
paratively ineffective retaliatory fire throughout the
winter had aroused a suspicion that the enemy was
masking many of his batteries. If such had been the
case it seemed to be a certainty that the intensive
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), of Jombardment of his lines would foree him to unmask

12th all his guns in order to save his position from destrue-
ons. tion. As a consequence, a careful watech was kept at

night for any increased enemy artillery activity. Mag-
ond netic bearings were taken of gun flashes and of unusu-

rols ally heavy reports of guns that were suspected to be

i the coming from new enemy positions. A series of these
end hearings, taken from different points, made it possible
riew to determine approximately the position of such guns.
ned The Air Service was also called in to make investiga-

tion, with a view to locating the batteries and making
eed it possible for the heavy guns to give them some at-
08i- tention. The enemy fire, however, did.not increase, in
gue- ‘ " spite of the pitiless pounding to avhich he was sub-

and jected. He was clearly outclassed in artillery.

| as It goes without saying that no military operation is
sub- undertaken if, in the judgment of the officers in com-
rost ; mand, the losses will outweigh the advantages to be

' to gained. In this respect the attack on Vimy Ridge was
uns no exception. The Higher Command had made their
ded estimates of cost, not only in material, but in human
3 of life as well. Consequently, it was necessary to make

ime provision for the burial of the dead after the battle -
and to take adequate measures for bringing in and
for, caring for the wounded. It was first of all decided

hes that the dead should be brought together and buried in
ich- cemeteries, rather than wheré they had fallen, For
t a this clearing of the battle-field, several companies of
ree pioneers were detailed and in case of necessity cer-

ed, tain of the battalions in reserve were to be drawn
re- upon for assistance. Fortunately, when the battle
the eventuated, the number of killed was not so great as

bly had been expected, and the field was cleared with ex-
m- pedition and thoroughness.

the Plans for caring for the wounded were made by the
ras Army Medical Corps. The officer commanding the

the Medical Services selected suitable sites for additional
ive advanced dressing stations. During the winter, par-
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ties of stretcher-bearers and of labour units under the
direction of engineers were kept busy digging deep
dug-outs at the points indicated. In some \instances
these were ‘“two-storied,”” the bottom floor of several
being about sixty feet below the surface. Several
exits were provided, so that these quarters were com-
paratively safe from shell-fire. The walls were lined
with burlap and the quarters made as comfortable
as circumstances permitted. As many as three hun-
dred wounded could be accommodated in the larger
stations.  Windlasses were provided for lowering and
raising stretchers with the wounded.

Another duty undertaken by the Army Medical
Corps was the placing of sign-boards at the junetions
of all trenches indicating the whereabouts of dressing
stations. These proved exceedingly valuable for
“‘walking cases,”” who constituted an unusually large
percentage of the wounded on the day of the battle.

Military strategy during the Vimy period was weak,
in that it lacked many elements of secrecy. As early
as the end of January, 1917, the enemy was, no doubt,
perfeetly aware that his position was to be attacked.
From his vantage points on the ridge he must have ob-
served the ever inereasing activity on the part of the
Canadians, while his spies and Intelligence Service in
general probably supplemented very materially what
he was able to see. Then, as if to dispel any doubts he
might still have had in the, matter, the British and
Canadian artillery restated the case in most unmis-
takable terms. Obviously that was telling the enemy
a great deal. That he profited by what he saw and
heard was clearly shown by his great retreat to the
Siegfried or Hindenburg line on the Somme in March.
It was a precantionary measure to obviate the neces-
sity for an even greater retreat in case he lost Vimy
Ridge. Between Arras and Souchez his defences were
particularly strong, consisting of no fewer than twelve
parallel lines of trenches, connected by numerous
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switches and reinforced by many *‘ centres of resist-
ance.”” But although he considered his position on
the ridge well-nigh unassailable, still further defences
were undertaken bebind the ridge, and by the 9th of
April he had already constructed a large portion of
the famous Drocourt-Quéant line. It was intended in
the first instance as a line of defence for Douai, and it
proved to be a serious obstacle in the operations that
followed immediately after the advance of the Cana-
dians to the Douai plain,

The intensive bombardment commenced late in
March was a further announcement that the attack
might come any day and at any hour. The all-impor-
tant question for the Boche was: ‘“When will the blow
fall?”” It was equally important for the Canadians
that he should not know the answer to that question
until the zero hour had struck. On former occasions
such information had filtered through to the enemy,
and the results had been both tragic and costly. Every
effort was made to prevent such a calamity at Vimy.
However, it was necessary that officers in the higher
. commands should have that information and it was
conveyed to them verbally. For others, the Canadian
Intelligence Staff provided a lusty erop of rumours.
Every few days a new day and hour was reported to
be the time for the attack. Several feint attacks, sup-
plemented by these trench stories, proved to be decid-
edly mystifying to enemy spies and to Intelligence
officers who questioned Canadians taken, prisoners.
It was learned afterwards from German prisoners that
this element of uncertainty had forced some of the
enemy infantry to remain at the ‘‘stand to’’ in the
trenches for eleven days prior to the attack. Even
under the most favourable conditions in the trenches
such a performance would prove exhausting and de-
moralizing for any troops; but to have to do it under
intense shell-fire was sufficient to ruin the strongest
nerves and to incur very great loss.
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On the 4th of April, 1917, Sir Julian Byng's opera-
tion orders to the Canadian Corps opened with the
announcement that: ““On Z day, which has been com-
municated verbally to all concerned, the Canadian
Corps will undertake the capture of Vimy Ridge from
the Commandant’s House to Kennedy Crater, in con-
jugetion with the operations of the XVII Corps, whose
objective is the southern end of the Vimy Ridge from
Commandant’s House (exclusive) through Maison de
la Cote and Point du Jour to the river Scarpe at
Athies.”’

These orders also gave detailed instructions as to
the time, points of assembly, and routes to be followed
by each of the units on ‘Y day’ and on the night
“Y-Z.” Clearness in these details prevented conges-
tion of traffic and general confusion on the several
roads and assembly areas, not only prior to and dur-
ing the attack, but also when the whole line began to
bend forward on the afternoon of Easter Monday.

The week before Easter was occupied in adding
finishing touches to the preparations. Every one on
the front knew that the attack was drawing very near
and the men worked with greater tenseness. The news
that the United States had declared war reached the
trenches towards the end of the week and was hailed
as a good omen. About the 5th of April German air-
craft made a determined effort to destroy some British
observation balloons, but were driven off. This attack
seemed to indicate that the German artillery was being
roughly handled by the Canadian ‘‘heavies’’ and that
the enemy would have been much relieved if the latter
had been blinded.

On Saturday, the Tth of April, Corps Operation
Orders announced that: ‘“Zero hour is fixed for five
thirty am. (530 am.), April 9th, 1917.”” Zero was
first fixed for Sunday morning, but on Friday it was
moved forward twenty-four hours to allow the Seven-
teenth Corps to complete arrangements. At nine.
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o'clock on Saturday evening the eight tanks allotted
to the 2nd Division left their hiding-place in Mareuil
Woods, a couple of miles behind Neuville-St. Vaast,
and advanced to their place of assembly in the forward
area. By noon of Easter Sunday practically every one
in the Canadian forward area knew that the attack
was only a few short hours away. The artillery fire
decreased very perceptibly, which served the double
purpose of puzzling the Germans and of giving the
gunners a chance to get their ammunition carefully
sorted and the fuses set, so that there would be no
break in the barrage the next morning. Barrels of
water were also placed in every gun-pit to cool the
guns when they became too hot to remain in action.
The infantry units moved to their allotted positions,
each of the tunnels being filled with the men who were
to be the first in the attack. All the support lines as
far back as the trench system that fringed the Arras-
Bethune road were occupied in strength by reserve
battalions. The weather was partly clear and the
warm sunshine betokened the approach of spring.

4, Tae BarrLe or Vimy Rince

Sundays at the front were much like other days of
the week. In fact, many men frequently lost track of
the days, esteeming or reviling them all alike. But
Easter Sunday, 1917, will always stand out in the mem-
ories of the members 6f the Canadian Corps. For them
it was one of the soul-stirring days of the war. Out-
wardly it was the nearest approach to Sabbath quiet
that the men had known in many weeks. But under-
neath this superficial calm was a multifude d¢f human
emotions which were too deep'to find utterance. Surely
fate was needlessly sardonical in celebrating the
Christian festival of the Resurrection by a sacrifice
to Moloch.

By 4 a.m. on Monday the last of the units were in the
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fences of Passchendaele, Bellevue Spur was the worst.
These things the Canadians knew, and they knew, too,
that only supreme effort could win success from the
ordeal which lay ahead. So the preparations went
forward apace. Every day saw horses and men strain-
ing with guns— guns that were dragged through mud
to their hubs and anchored finally with their trails
sunk deep in the sodden earth. At Zillebeke and on
the Somme the Canadian artillery had done magnifi-
cent work—indeed, their record had been good from
the first. Little was made public of their achieve-
ments in the early days of the war, but now that the
conflict is ended stories of the hq‘gic work of the guns
at the Second Battle of Ypres are gradually reaching
the world. But Passchendgele was dirty ground,
dirtier even than the gun-shat®red wastes. of Picardy.
There was no shelter. The sodden plains and slopes
were dotted everywhere with guns of all calibres:. Im-
provised breastworks of sand-bags gave protection
against shell splinte#g™but the crews worked in the
open and slept in hovels made of paralleled rows of
bags, with gunnysgacking for a door and tin for the
other end and nm for the roof. They were crazy,
ramshacklgfstructures\thiat housed all manner of bugs
and compfnionable but uninvited creatures, but still
gave some shelter against the wind and the rain and
the dreary cold of the auturan nights. Under such con-
ditions, the Canadian gunners dragged their guns into

flimsy positions, and beg Jhstering the area, sweep-
ing enemy advance pgsie, forward and rear zones, con-
centration points, anW lines of communication. It was

their tradition that no shell that they could give would
be lacking to support the men of the line when the day
of attack came, and that tradition was to be powerfully
maintained.

The Medical Services faced a problem unprece-
dented in their history. There were grave faces at
Corps Headquarters when men discussed the evacua-

—41
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tion of the wounded. It seemed an almost impossible
task. But Colonel Ross gave his assurance that it
would be accomplished, and with that assurance many
minds were relieved, for he was not given to failing.
Duck-walks were laid over the long trails to the firont
areas, duck-walks that were soon fringed by shells
and were repeatedly shattered by direct hits. The
Canadian Red Cross Society, pioneer of its kind in
the forward area, established it§ advanced base at
Poperinghe, and perfected its communications from
Boulogne. The Chaplain Services planned and estab-
lished their priceless coffee stalls, and the Y.M.C.A.
opened advanced posts.

At Ten Elms the plan of attack was rapidly develop-
ing. ““G”’ and ‘““A’ and ‘““Q’’! were straining over
grave problems of order of battle, ammunition, re-
inforcements, and commissariat. The G.0.C.R.A. and
his staff were busy with barrage maps and a thou-
sand vital details. Intelligence was frantic for pris-

information that would indicate enemy
emy positions, or enemy plans. By Oc-

th a quiet confidence in its success that, con-
sidering ‘the obstacles to be overcome, was perhaps
as striking a tribute to the corps as any apprecia-
tion that=has ever been written. Operating with Im-
perial forces on the left flank and Australians and
Imperials on the right, the Canadians in a series
of three great attacks were ‘to gain Passchendaele
Ridge and take the village. The whole operation was
to occupy about two weeks; and then the Canadians

1 “G" — General Staff, in charge of operations.

“A” — Adjutant-General’s Branch, in charge of reinforcements, casual-
ties, promotions, appointments, honours and awards, leave, discipline, and
other Persona.l services. ' 7

“Q"" — Quartermaster-General’s Branch, charged with the general ad-
ministration of supplies, including food, fuel, forage, and ammunition; also
concerned with ordnance, veterinary service, baths, laundries, stores, ete.
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were to return to their old positions in front of Lens.
[n the general strategy of British G.H.Q., the Cana-
dians were to take an important part in what were to
be the final attacks of the 1917 campaign and were
designed to conclude the important series of British
operations which had begun months before with the
storming of the Messines-Wytschaete ridge and the
ultimate purpose of which was to relieve the Ypres
salient, close the door to Calais, and capture the domi-
nating ridges from Passchendaele north, which would
give command of the Roulers plain, establish an excel-
lent jumping-off place for the 1918 campdign, and
menace the whole enemy position in Flanders.

The operations began at 5.240~on the morning of
October 26th, when the whole sd ient on a ten-mile
front, from Houlthoust Forest to Gheluvelt, woke at
zero hour to the noise of thousands of guns. French,
Imperial, Canadian, and Australian troops waited in
their trenches along the leagues of front while for two
hours terrific bombardment continued, wiping out the
enemy’s trenches, demolishing his advanced positions,
wrecking many of his strong points, sweeping his sup-
port areas, and disturbing his communications. From
Abrahiam Heights the scene was an extraordinary one:
at one moment the quiet of the dawn, disturbed only
by the intermittent rumble of occasional cannon and
the erackle of machine guns; at the next, a thotisand
fire-flashes lightingAhe greyness of the morning, the
ground shaking with the thunder of the guns, and the
air growing bitter with the acrid fumes of powder.
German forward lines were marked by one long line of
bursting shells, while our baek areas were distin-
guished by the red bursts of flame from our advanced
artillery positions to miles in the rear, where heavy
howitzer batteries rained their great projectiles on
enemy positions.

The Canadians attacked on a three-thousand yard
front extending roughly from the Passchendaele-
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Zonnebeke road to Wallemolen, They had as their ob-
jectives Hillside-F'arm, Heine House, Augustus Wood,
Laamkeek, Bellevue Spur, Wolf Copse, and the higher
land to the north-west. Over all this area, the gridiron
barrage of our guns sought out the enemy. In some
parts of our line his reply to our fire was immediate
and heayy; but the powerful concentration of our
shells continued until the German artillery was largely
demoralized, and when the moment came for our ad-
vance the marked decrease of enemy gun-fire gave
unmistakable signs of his disorganization. Then our
men ‘‘ went over.”” There have been few more dra-
matic moments in Canadian history. Our troops were
advancing literally over the graves of their dead, and
all Canada thrilled later to the news that after so
many months men from the Dominion had won back
from the Central Empires the only bit of Dominion
trenches they had succeeded in holding in the war.
For our battalions advanced over practically the very
trenches that were held by Canada’s veteran 1st Divi-
sion on April 22nd, two and a half years before, when
the Germans launched their deadly gas attack, cap-
tured St. Julien, and might have stormed through to
the coast but for the desperately gallant fighting - of
Canada’s untried troops.

On the right of the Canadian attack, the 10th Bri-
gade advanced on a line roughly from Waterfields to
the Passchendaele-Zonnebeke road. To the left, the
8th and 9th Brigades went forward against Laamkeek,
Bellevue Spur, Wolf Copse, and the higher land to the
north-west. The infantry went over the top in waist-
deep mud, which an all-night drizzle had turned to
little more than slime. Wallowing ahead with a spirit
which nothing could daunt, they pressed forward vie-
toriously on the right, winning their objectives after
sharp :fighting, and scoring signal successes which
carried them to the dominating spur on the Pass-
chendaele-Zonnebeke road overlooking Passchendaele
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village itself. - It was stern business, rendered more
stern by the concentration of hostile machine-gun fire
from Crest Farfh and Deck Wood. But the attack was
everywhere pressed home; indeed, our troops eventu-
ally pushed on to the southern corner of Deck Wood
and obtained command over it, thus neutralizing the
enemy machine-gun fire. Everywhere on the right
the day was a triumphant one. On the extreme right
flank our line was pushed forward to Decline Copse,
and in the general attack we had taken Hillside Farm,
Heine House, and Augustus Wood, and gone beyond
our objectives to Deck Wood.

On the left there was grim and bitter fighting.
Skirting Marsh Bottom and the waters of the Rave-
beek, our troops went forward to the slopes of Belle-
vue under sweeping machine-gun fire. For fourteen
hours there was hard and bitter fighting for the spur
and for Laamkeek. But when it ended, the Canadians
were victorious all along the line and in possession
of all their objectives. The formidable Bellevue Spur
was taken — that network of wire entanglements, re-
doubts, and pill-boxes; that veritable nest of machine
guns, fortified by ‘all the defensive contrivances that
(ferman ingenuity could invent to defend what they
considered a vital point in the Flanders defences. The
Bellevue positions were held by the 11th Bavarian
Division, whi¢h included the 3rd and 22nd Bavarian
Infantry Regiments. They believed their positions to
be impregnable. They had been ordeéred to hold them
at all costs. Captured documents and the information
gained from prisoners also proved later that they had
known beforehand that the Canadians had been moved
up from Lens to take the position. Défences had been
strengthened with the news.  But thei nee — and
these troops showed none of the demo{‘ah ation of the
German artillery, but fought hard and well —was
unavailing.

The 52nd Battalion of the 3rd Division, Manitoba
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troops, had been selected to win the spur. On their
right was the 43rd Battalion, Manitoba Highlanders,
and on their left the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles from
Central Ostario. The initial attack against the spur
was checked. A Company of the 52nd, under com-
mand of Captain C. P. J. O’Kelly, was called upon
to fill the gap between the 43rd and the Canadian
Mounted Rifles, B Company following in support.
Officers and men covered themselves with glory and
won imperishable renown for the regiment. To call
back the barrage was to upset the whole artillery pro-
gramme. It was not called back, but the companies,
without direct support from the artillery, fought their
way forward over a thousand yards of desperate ter-
4. ritory, swept front and flank by machine-gun fire, and
™ took the spur by storm.

Captain O’Kelly, who had already won the M.C,,
was awarded the V.C. for ““most conspicuous bravery
in an action in which he led his company with ex-
traordinary skill and determination. After the origi-
nal attack had failed and two companies of his unit
had launched a new attack, Captain O’Kelly advanced
his command over a thousand yards under heavy fire
without any artillery barrage, took the enemy posi-
tions on the crest of the hill by storm, and then per-
sonally organized and led a series of attacks against
pill-boxes, his company alone capturing six of them,
with one hundred prisoners and ten machine guns.
Later on in the afternoon, under the leadership of this
gallant officer, his company repelled a strong counter-
attack, taking more prisoners. Subsequently during
the night, the company captured a hostile raiding
party, consisting of one officer, ten men, and a machine
gun. The whole of these achievements were chiefly:
due to the magnificent courage, daring, and ability of
Captain O’Kelly.”’ .

The first of the attacks, which A Company repelled,
came at four o’clock in the afternoon, when the Ger-
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man Command sent two battalions against the tired but
victorious Canadians on Bellevue Spur. The attack-
ing force was swept away under a withering artillery
and machine-gun fire and routed with heavy losses,
leaving no fewer than sixty prisoners behind them.
Three-quarters of an hour later, enemy infantry
thrown against Decline Copse and our positions on the
ridge dominating Passchendaele village were repulsed
with severe losses. They came on again an hour later,
only to meet with another vigorous reception, which
effectively broke down the offensive. -During the night
the Germans again threw attacking forces against
Bellevue Spur and Laamkeek, but only to admit final
defeat; and dawn broke with the Canadians successful
all along the line.

The first great task was done! But the twenty-four
hours had been grim and costly, and men in that dawn-
ing looked back over the terrible land that they had
won and marvelled; for it had been a battle even
worse than those of the Somme. The very ground
under their feet had menaced them. The yawning
shell holes everywhere—filled with water that con-
cealed their depth — were death-traps for the wounded .
and crippled who might slip into them with no com-
rade near to help. Indeed, there are stories of that
dreadful day that are better not imagined and that’
will not bear the telling, It was a battle against.enémy
and elements, and not only the forward zone, but also
the roads that ran from Ypres to Saint Jean and
Potijze, Wieltje, Bridge House and Frost House, and
so forward, were torn with shells and stained with
blood-before the day was old. For after the first at-
tacks had gone forward the enemy began shelling the »
rear areas, endeavouring to cut off supports and dis-
organize communications. And down these roads the
wounded went slowly in ambulances to casualty clear-
ing stations or limped bravely along the planks, here
and there helping or being helped by a German pris-
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oner; while at the advanced dressing stations doctors
and ‘orderlies were attending to friend and enemy
alike. The prisoners on the whole were well-built
men of the physique of shock troops and all seemed
well pleased to be out of the battle. They said they
had been ordered to hold Bellevue at all costs, that
our artillery fire had been overpowering, and that,
forewarned of the Canadian attack, fresh forces, in-
cluding the 111th Bavarian Division, had been hurried
up to the Passchenddele “front.

At Corps Headquarters there was a great and quiet
satisfaction that the day had gone so well, that the
links of the machinery had held true, that the first
venture had been made so successfully., Every arm
of the Service had distinguished itself, and many were
the good words said of the Canadian Red Cross and
the Chaplain Services, both of which had co-operated
admirably with the C.A.M.C. in relieving the sufféering
and wounded men and had provided hot coffee, bis-
cuits, cigarettes, and other comforts at forward
stations and special stalls, So the Y.M.C.A. did its
customary good work.., And many a wounded man in
transfer to the hospitals blessed these gentler services
in their pain.

As there was quiet satisfaction with work well done
at Canadian Corps Headquarters and throughout the
(anadian ranks, so there was high praise from G.H.Q.
Sir I)oug‘lns Haig, in a special message to General
Plumer, commanding the Second Army, said: ¢ The
successes gained by your troops under such condi-
tions are deserving of the highest praise. While all
the troops did well and contributed materially to the
results achieved, the performance of the 3rd Canadian
Division<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>