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| 1)nte(l wth Mftrch 1827 and' 28th- l"el)ruary 1828, from the Lleutenunt Covernor
of Upper Canaila to the Sccretary of State for the Co]omes, upon the suchct of

th(.VVLLLAND CANAL. T IR NP S RO SR

Cop) of a Dnsptttch from the Lxcutcmnt Governor of Upper Camdq, to thc .
Sccretary of Statc for the Colomes.‘ | -

L ‘ York Uppcr Canad't, 1°th March 27 R
o MY LORD o | L
IIAVE the: honour to' trmbmxt to your I.ordshlp, a Lettcr Wthh has been ‘
- K ‘addressed'to my-Secretary by the President and Directors of the Welland :Canal
Company, Afrom' which ryour Lordship will perceive. that they desire ‘to 'ascertain’
whether.) the, -circumstance - of +£./90,000 * having :been., actually cxpendecl “and
£ 75,000, avallable, and about 'to, be ekpended w:thout dclay, ‘upon. ‘awork of ¢ great
" public benefit,: will'not be deemed by His: M'Uestys Government sufficient’ security L
'~ to.induce them, within the ‘spirit of & communication; which T formerly received from "~
Cyour; Lordship, to borrow for the Company the sum fof ,(: 50,000 stcrlmg, ‘requlrecl | o
‘ to complete the work Seerat Yoo 4 R

‘ T trust : that” the cnrcumstancc of the Government of the Colony hnvm« b(.en
eniabled;; by. Acts of the: Lemslature 'to lend £. 5,000 to the: Company, and to take
'stock to ‘the amount "of ,{,‘ 50, 000,’ “will convey toyour Lordship:so strong ‘an'im-', |

. pression:of the confidence which is reposed here in-the: conduct of the Undertakmg,

. asto’ mduce compllance thh the desne of the Company.q. v ATl
SEETRLE : o f‘%‘. I have, &e. o LT

MAITLA\’I) o

Ly
RCR S

v w

v Edrl lathurst k.6 o

DR _&. &.c.‘ &c. o = L

” T et /ttrueCopy
o : I’ W H(U L

o
s

B IIAD the honour, in’ December last; to: ]a) before hls_‘E\collency the chort VU
Cw lnclvh'\d then” recently been pubhshed by ithe Prendent ‘and ‘Directors’ of the )
Welland"Canal Company, ‘setting forth'a statement of th aﬁ'mrs of the Company
‘ and of the prowress ‘and state’ of the work_ nr

e ¥ »‘mtuf» H e -
V\r;,‘,vnw \ ey \* Ris S

" The termsm whxch his’ Excellency“ as;pleased, ‘at the, opemng\of he last' Session -
o recommend’” thisjgreat’ Undertdkmg to;their/continued. favour i
‘were; most. 0ratlfy1nrr to‘the :Company;:and’ must':have :been soito
" fe‘ailous‘ nterest ‘the’ 1mprovement;of thls,sColony The:support
| ﬂcons"equence ‘been e\:tended“to -:th C‘ompany,v "most« hberal and
fail'to’ ensure the work bemﬂr conducted aisuccessful\ termmanon.

whxcll
o " ‘cannot:

c b
d: Dlrectors;zto
"‘mduces them» to

1the : y Company,;,@' )3,000 ‘has
The mercantlle fax]ures of thelast: year, ‘and ‘other’
“hay asioned {to,;the} Company:for’ th .
onpayment f,»‘ﬂins‘ta}ments,iafter‘*con51derable’payments (in’ mostnnstances 25" per’ i
ccent) hiad:been’ made; ‘on’dccount of /it:: On; theiremaining gil 83,000,4,73 pericen
been paid, vhich 'has. been- allﬁexpended t v ,
b called?‘m ‘the; unctualepayment of, which'there'is/n reason“" o'doiib
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lhu iubscnptmn of stod\ mmlc by the Govcrnment, uncler the authonty of thc& .

ate Act, to the amount of £, 50,000, leaves but £, ,),,000 to be takcn up,. pxovndc

“the commerce in this part of the world, “an uncu'tmnty very perplexing to the Com.- |

‘ purchascrs cun be’ 101‘mcd for thc [,.IO 000 forfeited. -

“The operations of the next season must' be very spccdxly (.ommenccd tlu, p.:y
ments in the stock held by the Government will ¢énable the -Company for bevural
months to- prosecute the work with vigour; but in the present depressed state of

pany remaing as to the residue of 'the stocl\, without which o' suspension of opera-

tions must take placc, dtsadvauta«rcous to Lhe Undcrtukmn‘, and cmbanassms to tht. :

Contractors, = | o

" His E\cellvncy is aware that the stock held. by the Govemmcut is acccpted under

‘the Act, upon the condition, that in consideration of its being paid up in full as
~vapidly as it may be required, the Compuny is to pay to the Government intercst at

- six percent upon ‘the whole amount, £.50,000, until the expiration, of one )Cdl‘ '\fter

the Canal is completed from the Grand River to Lake Ontario.. | T
It becomes, thevefore, the more: ur(rcnt upOn the Company to habten as much a<

“possible the ‘consummation of the worl\, and they are confident his E\cellency

feels deeply of how much i Jimportance its completion is 'to the western sections of .
Upper Canada,” There scems in this advanced, stage of the Undertaking no reason”
to doubt that the hopes hitherto entertained of completx% s the whole Canal for-about -
£. 230,000 will be realized. ' There has been already expended upon. it about

-k 00,000, including-the £.2 3,000 lent by the Government. © . The remaining instal-

- stock being “subscribed by mdwxdml ‘might safely" proceed to'put the’western sec.’
".tion of the > Canal, from the W clhnd ‘to the Grand' River, at ‘once’ under contract, oo
~and'the certainty would be afforded. of the navigation. being’ completed ‘with'the' 1east g

. ~ ments upon the stocl\ now. held by individuals will produce '£.-25,000 ; and th:s sum,

‘mtcndud to be contributed by the Imperial Government, if it can be, obtained dur. . "

with the £. 50,000 now subscribed by the: Government, and the aid very'generously'

ing the present season, will enable the President and Dxrectors to e‘cpend a sum. not .

* less than £.93,000 dmmw tho prescnt season, and as'soon as the contractors may
‘rcqun‘elt. S . CL :

1

"Thus his Excellency will percewe, that there has been already expended onthe .
Weled Canal £. 90;000. ‘and that the Directors caw apply, during, the 'xpproachmg

“scason,’ the sum of £.93,000. which leaves not more than £ fo 000, to enablc .

‘the Company to proceed without interruption.

" The Company trust that they may, wnthout 1mp10pr1ety, allude to a commumcw- :

* tion which on ‘a former occasion was made-to-the Legisluture, that: His Majesty’s |

Government would, oh certain. condmons, and .in furtherance ‘of objects of pubhc

“Lenefit. to the bolox:y, advance sums of ‘money upon: the same rate. of - interest as’

| tion, allu(lecl to,” and would raise, by loan 'in England, for the Company, ‘the'funds'

o hst and apply it to the paym-.xt of’ r.he, accrumrr mterest'on the! loan

must be paid by His Majesty’s Government, 'md on. terms that would admxt of the .

~debt being very mclually e\tmﬂuxshcd

Assummﬂ that £.'50,000. would sufhct, in. '1ddmon to the present means of the
Company. to complete ‘both ‘sections of the. Canal, it has suggested. itself'to ‘the .
Directors, that if His Majesty’s Govemment would consider, thc actual’ expendxture
of £.170,000. as sufficient securlty to render it prudent to afford the accommoda- -

still wanting, say £.50,000. eterlm ‘the Duectors, reheved from the.uncertainty. of

possible delay; it nced scarcely be ‘mentioned; th'xt if the remaining £ 57,000. stock ' R

should be subscribed- m,‘lmenca, it would of coutse enable the Company 1mme- ot
chatelvto redeem theloan. R NN R P - TR

N

' The Dl\‘GCtOl‘S consuier 1t so deswable to arrive at once aL the assurance of suﬂiclent |

2 funds, that they would ‘deem ‘the ‘accommodation; su«gested very, important, if it RENRTE

were ‘even accompanied with' the condition that 'His' Ma_)esty’s ‘Government' should -
-withhold the proposcd aid offered by Lord’ ‘Bathurst’s' dlspatch of ! 30 September
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Copy of a furthcr Dnspatoh 1rom the Lneutenant Govemor of U[)pcr Canada, to"

AR . the Secrctary of Stlto for the (,olomcs. |

. ' ' ! i ' , o
L . . L o ) ‘\ ) T R I ' B
. , . . [ .

1 . ! ' ' '

ey U o Yorl\ Upper Cunada, z&th Feb.. 1828 -
. SIR, ’ e ‘ \
THE Presrdcnt and Du‘ectorb of the; Welland Canal Company have, wnthm these
few dnys, made me acquainted with their intention of. sending Mr. Merritt, their
:Managing ‘Agent, to England, in.the hope. that, by a full and well authenticated
explanauon of the great rmportance of the: work in which: thoy are most zealously
“.engaged, and of its present very advanced state, he may succeed in obtamm" farther -
E assistance from His ‘Majesty’s ‘Government, and , perhaps ‘also in- enfrurmg the
attention of caprtnlrsts to an undertaking of more th"m ordmarv conscquence to .
| \Brrtrsh mterests in thrs part of the world R < u L
‘ Mr. Memtt was the orrrrmal [)I‘OJCCtOI‘ of this Canal \Vthh is mtended to’ con-
© . mect the waters of Lakes Erie and Ontario by the navigation, -suited’ to' schooners -
i+ of one hundred tons burthen, and’ has been'most active and useful in supermtendmn -
© it under ‘the dxrectlons of thc Board wlnch conslsts of a Pre51dent and six’ ot‘ler o
o Drrectors. o “ -
I need not trouble you wrth cwlanatrorrs, wluch the Afreut of the Comp'my will
- ‘doubtless " be fully prepured to furnish, and which can be much more satisfactorily -
- laid' ‘before! you'in & personal. interview, if. ‘it shall :be in; your power to admit
| Mr. Merrrtt to nn audrence for tlmt purpose, as I smcerely hope it may. be. -

i |

o I resrde, durmn‘ p'ut of the year, wlthm cmht mlles of the Cana] whrch I have
oo frequently visited, and’ I have had every, opportumty of watcluna its prowress,.and
‘ of forming a Jud«ment upon ‘the most . satrsfactory mformatron, as. to the’ system
“and economy \nth ‘which it has: been’ conducted:, "My’ testimony on'a’ few! pomts,
' ‘therefore; may ot be ummportant and I have' great pleasure'in’affording-it.. The .
“‘Canal was undertakenin 1824, by ‘a private’ Comp’my, under a charteg of i mc.orpo- o
ratnon obtained from- the; Legislature; and- the original desmn ‘was: to* mfll\e it on’
- allscale 'rd'rptt.d to the navwatlon of boats. c]rawmn' four’ feet’ water.” ' It was®soon;
R however proposed to enlarrre the scule to: the” preeent drmonsrons, in order to admlt
- of navrgatron by, sloops and schooners. . The ‘stock’ allowed to’ be ‘held was mcreased
‘ wnth 'that’ view' to'£. 200,000, nhrch, it" was cstlmated ‘would’ cover’ the 'expense.-
"Of:this sum, about £. 100,000 was, “taken’’ up in/these provinces and in the United-
©.-'States, but prmcrpally in'the United States, where one’ mercantrle house’ subscrlbed
forinearly £-50,000.": ‘(»It is: to" be: understood that the:sums ‘spoken of here-are in"
. provincial currencyudollcns, ati4s. 6.d. or’ 1bs. sterlmrr to‘apound.), The; work was o
" begun'in: 1825, and:the interest which it-became. the. government, ‘of. this’] provmce SRENT
; to feel. Jin ‘the completron of  thi$ |great-Undertaking,. mduced meto'recommend it
“strongly~to ithe;assistance” of 1the- fe«rralature‘ n «1826,,an Act'was: ‘passed; here, T
authorizing the Government to: lend the sum’ of £ 25,000.'t0; the~Company, ‘whichwas: .
.aivery: ‘material encouraoemcnt,l as;it-enabled the I»Drrectorscto make}an: umnedrate A
' and considerable’) progress;’ »;and 'to show, the possxbrhtyr of ! surmountm drﬂicultles e
. the‘execution, which had ‘been;) absurdly cxaggerated by persons un rlendly.rto ‘the
", design, +# The:Company, however,vzu has": alwqys«hlthert paid,’and are'still- liable to_ '
* . pay‘the'full‘rate:ofinterest (6* per’ ‘cent)’ upon'this: loan,jand are" bound to tepayithe . *
S prmcrpal *Inithe! followmg year' 1827, the. progress: made; ‘hadibeen?so 'satisfactory; -
. '“.and the: appcarance rof : theif‘-'.vorkwvas 50 encouramng, ‘that‘“’the"Lemslature’h 'of/ this:-
provmcc passed an:Act, nablmg the; govemment on; behalf of Lrthe public,“toitake =
00 stock”inythe’ Company,’to the! amount’ of-£.50, ooo,,and the“Lemslature ‘of” Lower “e
- 'Canada; thcn in“session,;upon;the’ apphcatron of the Company, recommended by me:
Lordshrp the Governor in‘Chief; authonzed £ 25; : k
‘of tlmt provmee 4/ With ‘these” alds,

%

‘to his®
'behal'f
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dc‘ﬂ during the pust scnson, and the  Plans mxcl Reports takcn o Lnghnd by
M, Memu, will shew in how forward a state the Canal now is. * These Plans and
" Reports have been exhibited to me; they have been prepared under the order of the.
~ President and Directors, ¢ and I huve no hesitation to incur the responsxbxhty of vouch-
ing for their generul accumuey. You will petceive by’ thcm, that mach. of the Canal

s uc.Lual]v finished ; and that:of the most urduous part’ ot xt less vremmns to' be doma o

thun wis ut.comphshcd durmé the lnst season,

\houL 1} i ,o,ooo lnd bu.n C\pcndcd on the (mnal and it is estlmatcd that

about 4. 75,000, will be xcqun‘ed to complete, the “hole tine- from Lake Erie to

' Lake Ontario,  If 'there is no xmpechment. from want ot funds, xt is believed that
all can be hnmhcd wlthm the. pn,sc.nt ycm‘ T RENEED

The funds thut the Comprny can; now reckon upon are ahout £? 12,000, of the

stock sitbseribed, 'and not yet called in, and the sum very generously offered by the.
I\mgs government in 1827, upon “terms which - have " been' gladly uccepted:” “The .
~first obJect. of Mr. Merritt will be'to'make m’ran«ements for vecciving and femitting '
“this sum ;" supposing this accomphshed' ‘about f "50,000." will" "stxll be necessary ito
ennble thc Compnny to conduct the work to'its completxon. Ce N ety

‘ ' B i
i " 4 + i e I .
Fle " [ ome e ' ,vu e b ' T w . (YY) w W | e Q Y

It is. supposcd that the whole cost will nppronch ,g 250,000. the apparent excess
of £. 50,000. upon the original estimate: would not, in'a work of this' magnitude and
novelty, create surprise; ‘even if it consisted-exclusively-in an increase of labouriand
‘prices above what was-anticipated ;; but'a great part of,it is in’ reality: composed of

‘ “the evpense of enwmeers, the aalanes of secretary,’ ‘clerks, agent, and in"fact all -
. the- contingent jexpenses 'of managing . ‘the work ;- besides the amount paid to indi--

“viduals as compensauon for m)unes donc to then' cstates along the lme of th(. '

Cunal A

. S : - o -
" T H "“

U PN i e ey '
»There seoms not to bc any Teason. to doubt that .thc whole can’; be”complcted at’
achqr ze. of [.' 30 ooo of .which about Loz, ooo.‘has been actually cgcpended
and that with economy “and _;udﬁment When such a resultis arrived at,. we shall
have attained, at an expense’ of one million of ‘dollars, 2 ‘much’ érenter ‘object for. -
_ our country bordcrm« upon Lake. Erxe, th’m has been:accomplished: for: the’ mha-
bitants of the opposn:c country, «at 8’ cha.rg,e of ‘nine millions of: dollars:
' ductions of .our western cotntry,:and -of a: most’ extensive jportion: ofthé tertitory

' 6

“of the . United: States, f . they. choose to ‘avail' ‘themselves: of - this; .channel,. will Jbe

‘ transported by -water to’ Quebec, having’ only ito” epcounter ¢ in. theu‘ pnssage an
artificial mv:rrauon of. tlnrty-m miles, of whxch, indeed; nine miles s, /part of & river.
' navigation,, requmn« no improvement.:, Through this’ tlnrty-51x miiles,.a. schoonery of
22 feet in ‘width and” dmwmg eight fect water, can pass';: while commodmes passing’
<to_ New. York,’ through . the Ene Canal, would have to" pay tolls. on an artificial .
navmatxon of more;than three hundred rmlcs, and '1dnnttmnr only of, boats drnwmg

four fect water. |, T will not; howevcr, expatiate, upon”, ‘the. prospects which.;the ! :
" Welland Canal: will open to tlns ‘province,or..do ‘more thnn mentnon the~obv10us‘ i

e

mportance of such a woxl\ to our. mxhtary defcnce.

:v.

P
an undertakmn of this nature to- lan«msh, when 1t hms been advanced by extmor-
dmary exertxon to so forwmd a statc. i ‘

M. Merntt mll lay"before you thc d:fferent provnmaL ‘Acts:I'have spoken of 57t

| <w111 be'seen by'them. that the Legislature has--made :an “exertion’- as{great ‘s thexr
o mcans enabled them,, and: mdeed thc provmcens rat: *thxs ‘moment i "‘:debt for‘ the
' whole amoum: of the:{: 7,,,000. ,whxch they have mvgsted 'm the‘wor ‘ oy

”‘a« -

. ¢ 3 L\"!u.“"h K.

' erTiam happyﬁto be;able to! 1efer you'to’ "the veryisatisfactory,

© tleman’of, character and, mtelhgence,,:.Captal ‘Basil - Hall, ”v~v'vho:
yery/ mmutcly last; summcrhand whose: opinion, parti 4
of the; ha.rbours, itis: not nmmportant tohave:

[

‘ e:to ol W - inrepeated’ conversations w1th

expressed 1nmself m thc, ,aymest ;,fterm -of "approbation’ as’ to' the? state, <of ] the.
. Undertaking, and the economy and Judument with which the! Company,had proceede :
Mr, Merzitt iwill: show“you -"letter,upon th “Canal‘ “‘hlch‘CaRtaxn’Hall published'in

e l R ::. '-v h. )

The pro- ‘

5 e =unde myself that the Govermnent 'mcI pcoplc of 'Englaﬁd will’ not’ suffer

nme,"
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. The fact that the Receiver General of the Province, the: Attorney and: Solicitor

General, and. Colonel Wells, a: member .of the Legislative Council, compose four =

-+ of the seven Directors by whom the affairs of the Company: are conducted, -is a

- "sufficient assurance that every thing is intended and carried . on- in” perfect good

faith. These gentlemen,: from o' conviction of. the great importance of this work.to .

‘the. province, consented; at' the earnest'request of the stockholders, 'to ‘become .

Directors it an inconvenient sacrifice of -time and attention to' theémselves, and for the C

- purpose ‘of cxcliding all ground, for that suspicion and distrust which might have  ~ "

~ "attached to the Company if it had been under the management of persons having . = '
., local interests, und possessing no‘particular claim to public confidence.. = = . T

" Irccommend’ the objéct which. Mr. Merritt has in ‘charge to- your purticular- =

" attention, and most enrnestly hope that his mission may be successful. . . R
oo 0 Lhave, & |

S (sgned) P MAITLAND.
© ' Tothe-Right Hon W. Huskisson, . 0T
L e ke ke,

| '

L ReWoHay o




