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[FROM THE ROUND TABLE ON
ýUR1TY AND WATER CONFLICT

Policy Development, at the request of the Foreign Affairs
ed a round table ini Ottawa on April 13, 1 999, on Human
'icipants included specialists on water-related issues,
on experts, IJC experts, students as well as officiaIs from the
1Inentoa Trade, Canadian International Development

The round table addressed key water-related issues (water-
ter-conflicts) in the broaderframework of hu>nan security. The

Director of the
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compliance; and the economic capacity to provide sustainable services and products).

fer Moore from Environment Canada. She spoke about how
g the global water problems. She pointed out that Canada has
- in water-related issues including: 1) institutional
igement, 2) science/monitoring, and 3) capacity building.
-ntion were: building a coherent network of "water players,"
vell as promoting opportunities for Canadian business and

need to move beyond strategising towards implementing
lie pointed out that there exists currently room to address
.ayers perceive a dlean environrnent as a necessary condition
untries globally with 80% of their total areas within
are more than 300 intemnationally shared basins. This
-velopment of an international cohesive water management

e of water export gaining momentum and the mixed record
Eter management. Canada is the 2nd highest per capita user of
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does flot hold since water problems are inter-related (Le., fish may swim
lier cautioned against the danger of imposing Canadian or western resolution
Swho would otherwise approach water-related issues and disputes/contiets

-haps more successfully. Some good examples of cooperation on water-related

f the Enviromnental Relations at DFAIT,
tbree basic pillars of Canadian foreign
,and 3) Canadian values. Ini order to, be
:ed. Various organisations (IJC) and
sharing are integral to preventing contiiet
osperous trading system. Protecting the
1 as environmental security constitute an

v' on governiment, NGOs, and other private
1 norm setting, offer polie>' advise on
ict prevention. He also drew attention to the
,ountries with water problems that differ
which context should global water issues
we achieve coherence, coordination and

stream dic]
upstream).
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They argued that the human security
;urnes that water-related problems occur in a
as an integral part of a country's (region's)

s argument has clear implications on the

world water shortage:

use of

population will have
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Lorîng Systems (GEMS), a worldwide water quality monitoring systema
at NWRI in Burlington, RAISON -- decision making for watershed

gement, Canadian Water Quality Guidelines, ecological monitoring and
;ment, risk and environmental impact assessment, pollution control and
gement of toxic substances, database management, hydrolic applications,
»imental decisions support systems)
ience and expertise in capacity building (L.e., application of river basin
gement, ecosystem and conirunity-based approaches, education, tecbnology
èr -- especially low cost technology to developing world)
iivolvement of civil society in water-related policy was also raised as an
lant comportent of any strategy, especially by Stephen Owen, University of
ria.
eed to bring together the major players for better collaboration i order to
coherent international capacity was voiced. The problem of coherence

Iso raised in relation to NOOs, international organisations dealing with
-related problems as well as the Canadian government itself (CIDA,
T).
la could lead the necessary move from strategising to implementing
-ete practical solutions. Many participants pointed out that despite a myriad
ztings and conferences aimed at alleviating water-related problems, little has
done to actually implement the ideas they have generated. Others addressed
mneral ineffectiveness of formal agreements and protocols and suggested new



k>

4

4



Human Security and Water Conflict
April 13, 1999

Tnvited Participants

Paul Chambers
Canadian International Development

Affairs Agency

Ralph Daley
UTNU/IWEH

ite of McMaster University
ommissioner)
ýon Richard Denhamn

RV Anderson Associates Ltd.
Consulting Engineers

ieral
Andrew Hamilton
Head, Science Division
Commission for Environmental Cooperation



r

I

A



Civil Engineering Department
University of Ottawa

Aly Shady
Canadian International Development
Agency

Michael Small
Director
Peacebuilding and Human Security
DFAIT

Necla Tschirgi
International Development Research Centre

Kathy Vandergrift
World Vision



J



Dana Vindasius
A/Chief
Nationa Water Issues Brandi
Enviroument Canada

Randolph Mank
Director
Poliçy Planning
DFA$IT

-9-





Centre canadien
pour le développement
de la politique étrangère
a, Ontario K 1 A (G2

) Enhance Rapid Deployment and
iman Security Ideas and

:stine and

Project Ploughshares and Peter



Children's Rights
Children and Violent Conflict: Meeting the Challenge
Barry Burciul, University of Toronto. Summer 2000.
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