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HE WHO SERVES GOD SERVES A GOOD MASTER.

\ “Remember, T must have the bridle on
Ouday,” said Mr. Harcourt, as he turned
leave 5 shop where he had been giving
e ordets about his harness.

'0“ beg your pardon, sir,” said Mr. Ben-

w.", the master, toming forward, *but it

d;;l.,POt be possible to get it doneby Mon-

i~ Not possible,” returned Mr. Harcourt,
thPing short. < What nonsense! Why,
z’e 18 al] to-morrow.”

To-morrow is Sunday, sir,” returned
?‘3 Opman firmly; but respectfully.
worell, what of that§”
wny ¢ don’t work on a Sunday, sir.”

¥, Then I shall go to those who do.—
g fan put the bridle in the carriage,”
t r. Harcourt, turning to the man
‘: om he had given the order.

8, _.'€ can get it dote by Tuesday,
go;l‘ Without fail,” interposed Mr. Ben-

L(:T“GSday will be too late,” returned

o, Harcourt, and then without another

dip 7, be stepped out of the shop, and bid-

rn:E hi groom take the bridle from the

of he got into his Phaeton and drove

by, l,n““ering to himself, “The old hum-
v o Will make him repent his folly.”

tip, " Benson watched the carriage till it
Q““leth't € corner of the street, then, with
Sy g like a sigh, went back to his

Mrf' 0 continued his work. He had lost

U Arcourt’s custom—he felt sure of

Teng Ho was a new customier, just recom-

™ 16 him by a person whom he

Whe g desired to oblige, and he was aman

2% what good work was, and who

Prop o 18 what he paid for it, and paid

‘l?:ut wg\’xl:f(;,; and just now such employ-
i'l t{‘s‘
ily, o

ave been inviluable to Mr.
He had had some heavy losses
fany followed by sickness in his own
& g 2ud g Jipe ready money coming in
Nghe ',"n?melnt would have set him all
A ; » _{t was a sore temptation that
;‘.h J:?tt“ed him, no doubt ali))ut it; and
J be:mote him as he thought how near
, o L ® {ielding; but, thanks be to
Son”a s Bi¥eth the victory, the tempta:
& beca conquered, aud as Mr,

son sat down to his work again, it was with
a tranquil feeling, as he remembered that
he who serves God serves a good Master,
and may be content to look to Him for Lis
wages. .

It was some few hours after Mr. Harcourt
had left the shop that Mr. Wileox ,a clever,
pushing saddler, who lived n an adjoining
street, came bustling in, loSking wonder-
fully cockahoop and elated.

“Well, Benson,” said he, as he rubbed .

his hands one over the other with uncom-
mon glee, “you have been and done it
that is afl.”

“Done what?” jnquired Bensoti, as he
looked up quietly from his work, makin
a good guess, however, as to his visitors
meaning.

“Knocked down your owh luck with
one hand, and given it to me with the
other.” .

“You mean, I suppose, that Mr. Hars
court drove ol from my shop to yours,”

* Exactly; and I thought the least I
could do was to come and thank you, and
tell you how happy I should be to work
for as many more as you like to send.”

“I need not tell you I shall not send
you those that I can keep,” replied Mr.
Benson, trying hard not to show that he
was annoyed: « but, God helping me, I

will never go against my conscience—not
for any man nor any money.”

“ Well, every one to their taste, These
are not days to refuse good work when it
is offered; and asto your ecruples; they
are all nonsense, just as if there wag any
sin in putting 4 needle and thread through
& bit of leather on a Sunday. The better
the day the better the deed.”

¢ ¢ Remember that thou keep holy the
Sabbath-day. Six days shalt thou labour,
and do all that thou hast to doj but the
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God. Imit thou shalt do no manner of
work.’ They are plain words, and there is

1

no mistaking their meaning,” said Benson, ’

quietly. .
“Ob, if it comesto quoting Scripture,”
returned Wilcox, with & sneor, “I can

‘quote text for text— The Sabbath was



¢

made for man, and not man for the Sab-
&th-,’ »

“I do. not see asthe one text takes away |-

from the other,” replied Benson. God gave
the Sabbath to man,knowing well that aday
of rest is as necessary for the good of a
man’s body -as it is for the well-being of
his soul. That is just the beauty of God's
laws—they are made quite as much for
man’s good as for His own glory.”

“That is a cut above me,” said Wilcox.
“I only know I will never turn my back
on a good order., I know my awn advan-
tage a little tos well for that.”

“Has it ever struck you,” asked Ben-
gon, looking up from his work, « that a
man may be out of his calculations when
he thinks himself wiser than his Ma-
ker”

Wileox fidgetted a little uneasily, and
Lenson continued—* When I was a young-
ater I lived for a short time with a cele-
brated surgeon, and I remember well his
saying that the animal part of our nature
needed rest, at Jeast once in seven days.—
He was not a religious man, and, therefore,
he did not bring it forward in a religious
point of view. It was simply, he wanted
to get the most work possible out of those
about him, and he always took cave that
his horses and his servants had, at least,
one day's rest in the seven, Many is the
story I have heard him tell of the way

himself.”

“But even if I were to grant you that,
just for the rake of the argument,” returu-
ed Wilcox, “if a man wants to get on in
the world, he must be ready to risk spme-
thing to carry his point.”

I thiuk he risks more who goes against
God’s laws, than he who conforms to them,”
said Benson,

Wilcox’s only answer was a contemptu-
ous shrug of the shoulders,

“It is an old saying,” comtinued Ben-
pon, “that thonesty is the best of policy,
and, to my way of thinking, the same truth
holds good in respect to goadliness. As far
a3 my experience goes, I haye found the
Apostle was quite in the right when he
sad, ¢ Godliness is-profitable unto all things,
haying the promise of the life-that now is;
sad that which i to come.”
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“1 cannot say my experience runs 8

the same line,” returned Wilcox.
“XKeep God's commands, and never fear'
but he will keep you. It is a safe line o
action, and I am not afraid to kold it,”
said Benson.

“ Well, so.long as you are satisfied, that
isall that signifies,” replied Wilcox; “but
I think you would be puzzled to tell me of
any man’s worldly prospects that were ever
improved by neglecting his weorldly busl®
ness,”

«That is not exactly the way in whicb
I put the case,” said Benson; “But I cat
tell you an instance of a man who®®
worldly prospects have beea wonderfully
improved by his neglecting what th®
world wonld call hjs open and wanifesd-
interest.”

“ How s0?”

“You know Lennox ?” ,

“ What, the great omnibus. Propré”
tor?”

« Exactly.™

“1 should think so.
knows Leunox.
shoes.”

“I have known Lennox since be W”o?
boy. In fact, he is a sort of connection
mine—a second cousin. He was such ?
fine-looking, high-spirited boy, that B
took the fancy of Simumnons, the hor®

All the world
I only wish I stood in b*®

| dealer, who happened to be buying Lor#®*
horses wore out, and human strength |
broke down,; without one day’s rest, and !
that is a truth any man can find out for |

in the town where he lived; Sipmo®
took him up with him te London, 8%
Lennox turned out such a sharp, h’“’dy
chap, and such a first-rate judge of h
that he became & sort of right-han
Simmons, who gave him the run of b
house. In course of time Simmons 4%
and Lennox thinking, I suppose, it WO 00
be a good thing to step into such 8 g“‘
concern, made up to the widow, who, s
tered hy the admiration of her handwh‘p
young suitor, gave him herself and
business® "
“1 can see the wisdom of the trad
tion, but I confess, I do not se€ *,
sanctity of it,” interposed Wilcox, with
laugh. . &h:
“ For g time all went very smo? i
continued Beuson, without noticing "
remark; “Lennox was contented ‘;’ ol

d v

joy his preseut good, giving himsel
f}imo heed to what, miglhﬁ‘txge tho:f““?o:;
He was always amongst thefirst @ 99 %

P

o
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%05 nét idea that sebmed likely to be pro-
Btable, Accordingly, when omnibuses
;'0'0 first started, he saw in an {nstant that
l:l' were Kkely to tarn out a good specu-
tion, and employing his capital in having
™o or three built for himself, he started as
N omnibus ptopriétor, and week-days and
Smldays his carriages might bé seen on the
w2d. Tt was little enotigh that Lennox
“hought of Sunday then. To get a fortune
B ther fast wasall that he thought about.
2 eomehow, if it was fast come, it seemed
ve fast go. He was constantly com-
)’L’_ﬂning of how his men cheated him; how
IS one overdrove the horses, how that one

o 30k, and how this other embezzled the

.0ey.  He had but one remedy—himself,
'® men, and his horses must work the
arder, to supply all deficiencies.

“ Things were in this state when a new
y ter came to the parish in which Len-

X lived. He was a true servant of God,
'oe Was; one who knew that his business
wi earth was to do his Master’s will, and
b;n 8ouls for heaven. Where good was to
) done, there you were sure to find Mr.
“reival, and it was but little he thought
%, 'S own ease or his own comfort, if he
th:ld take either the one or the other to

home of sickness or suffering.

It had been a very different sort of
m that had beeen before him in the
o 8h, and there were many things going

there that cut good Mr. Percival to the

i 53 but mothing went so much against
%" 35 the habit of constant 8unday trad-
iong 0 which all the most wealthy parish-
o, indulged.  You cannet reap clover
N ;: Plot of weeds, that Mr. Percival knew
88 well, and s0 he did not expect that
time and harvest could come in the

® Month; but he sat himself to work,

a Hlt'smg the good seed here a little, there
%&ee’ leaving it to God to give the in-
ity 7 1t Was no very easy thing to get

-0 Lannoy's house, Lennox did not want
m“‘z 80d ‘he had no time to spend in
big, v about matters that did ot coneern
thy, '@ 8aid; ¢ he had enough, and more
g . ough, of real business on his hands¢’
g ;“’ Wany a time Mr. Percival called,

“ABe Could never catch sight of his man.
halg % though Mr. Percival could not lay
on 010y, there was one thing that

. ‘m‘nd did fay hold on him, and with such
Mueouldmtbolhnhnoﬂ's and

Minjy

ns

that was sorrow. Lennox had ove only
¢hild, a boy, a beautiful little fellow he was,
and Lentiox loved that child dearly, and
when the ¢hild was seiged with a sudden
illness, and lay atdeath’s door, Lénnox asd
his clergyman were, for the first tinse,
brought fate to face, and, for the first tinee,
Leénnox began to féel there might be some-
thing worth living for besides this world of
ours, and something mors worth havi
than the money which could not purchase,
no, not one hour’s more life for his child.—
And when the grave closed over that brighs
boy, it went nigh to break the father’s heart,
as he exclaimed in the bitterness of his
spirit, My son, my son, would God that I
had died for thee, my son?

“ Aod if it had not been for Mr Percival,
I do think it would have gone hard with
him, he was so utterly broken in spirit}
but Mr. Percival was not one of them that
¢crush out the smoking flax, and thanks to
that good man's counsels, Lennox began to
see things in a very different light to that
in which he had ever seen them before and
in good earnest he tried to turn 1o the
Lord, and to se¢k and to serve him. But
there was one point, however, he could not
see, and Mr. Percival could not make him
see it, and that was, that he was called upon
to give up running his omnibuses on a
Sunday. .

“ *Tam not saying that you are not right,’
I have heard him say it many atimeto Mr.
Percival.  ¢No doubt, sir, it would be
better if we could keep close to the letter
of the commandment, but it cannot be,
sir; competition ie too hard upon us. IfI
did not run my omnibuses on a Sunday, T
thould be driven off the road, and my fine
business would be smashed. I cannot af-
ford that, sir<I cannot,indeed. And you
say God is a merciful God, surely in a
matter of necessity He will not be extreme
to mark what is done amiss.’ \

“¢ God isno doubt a merciful, but He is,
at the same time, a just and a jealous God,
would Mr. Percival reply. "« Ho mever
gave a commandment that He did not
mean should be obeyed, and if He insists
upon obedience, rely upon it, Lennox, He
will accept of no excuse for the wilful breach
of any one of His laws. It is not whether
we think or do not think it necessary, that
is the question; it is that God has said it,
and therefore ¥ must be dome’ . = .
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“But Lemnox would not give in, and
month followed month, and still, Sunday
after Sunday, his omnibuses were running
their caurse. Lennox, meanwhile, was not
& happy man. He was serving two mas-
ters now, and that is a trade that never
auswers, Ha grew morose and silent, and
matters did not seem to be going very well
with him. A year passed away. It was
the anniversary of his little boy’s death. I
had seen a great deal of him of late, and I
happened to go to speak to him on business
that very day. He was out when I arriv-
ed, and I had to wait for him. When he
came in, I was shocked tosee how haggard
and worn he looked.

¢¢What is the matter, Lennox? Are
you ill? I asked.

‘“¢No, not ill, he replied, and then he
added quickly, ¢ T have been—been—to his
grave, and I have made a resolution there,
and, please God, I will keep it, Ben-
son.

“The next Sunday thera were none of
Lennox’s omnibuses to be seen on the road,
and he and such of his men as chose. to
accompany him, attended service at Mr.
Percival's church.”

*“ And you want me to believe that his
good fortune dates from then,” said
Wilcox,

“No I do not want you to believe any-
thing of the sort,” replied Benson, “for it
would not be the truth; leastways, not ac-
cording as the world judges. The few
months that followed on Lennox’s change
of conduct were very hard months to him.
Everything seemed to go cross. Hay and
corn were dear, one or two of his best
horses died, It was the height of the
summer season, when Sunday travelling
pays well.  Of course theve was many a
man glad to pick up what he threw away,
and so his business declined whilst that of
his rivals flourished.

“¢ What a fool Lennox has been,’
said one, ‘he has kicked down his own

-Juek.

“ ¢ Let be,” said another. ¢He will soon
learn wisdom by experience, and hark back
again/

“Bat nosuch thing; Lennox had thrown
in his lot, once and for ever, with those
who feared the Lord. He had counted the
cost, and he had made up his mind to-pay
ittt What he lost in God's service on

THE GOOD NEWS.

earth would, he felt sure, be put to. the
right side of the balance in heaven. Hé
knew the capital was safe, and he was con*
tent to wait for the interest. '
““ And it was not so Jong neither, befor®
it begam to be paid, and in a way, too, *
which he had not looked forit.” LennoX
was not 4 man to. do. things by halves.~,
He was not going to do right himself s¢
stand by and see those in his employ
wrong; and so he gave it at once to |
understood, that he would not put up wit
any swearing and drunkenpess, no, 19
any Sabbath breaking neither, amongst b#®
men; and that such as did not like to 1ivé,
by his rules, might leave him. Many. ©
the men took him at his word and did les?®
him: and for a time, Lennox was sho!
handed, and sadly put about, and had ¥
turn to himself, and do many a thing whi¢
he had been accustomed to have done
others. And that was the making of hi®
for as soon as he got this insight into ma¥" -
ters, he began to see how it was it had be®?
fast come, fast go, and to give a sh wd
guess that, with all his Sunday trading ]r
would be long odds but he would be bett®
oft without it than with it. Sure enoug’”
a regular system of cheating came to lig
and no wonder. wl
“The men saw that their principal B ¢
thought no harm of cheating God out o
his rights; why should they see mO%
harm of chesting their master out of
and so, whilst one party had made mo?®
out of God’s time, the other had dow
the same by that which belonged -
man.” .
«1It is too absurd,” interrupted Wil
angrily, “You might as well say at 0P
Beuson, that every man who does not
with you is a thief.” o
“May be there is many a thief,” fePl'ﬂ
Benson, beside him who stands befo \
judge and jury. . To my way of think™® !
he is a worse thief who steals from
than he who steals from his fellow-me? b
There may be eompensation for one f:eab
there is none for the other. He who @ o,
God's time and takes away His hon®
can never pay it back again, here nor hﬂ‘ﬁ
after. I am not saying that God, i0
merey, will not forgive us—ay, and .
—rthgt for Christ J%sus’ sake, {{e will 2%
onour true repentance, return and #
dantly bless our efforts to sarve Himi

0%y
V-]

4
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Ado say, that the more we love Him and

%erve Him, the more we shall foel that we
©an never make up for lost opportunities,
Wwound may be healed, but the scar re-
us; and though a scar may not hurt,
Fet it in no way improves one's beanty, and
tis just what Lennox feels. Heis a
08perous man now, and a wealthy man;
Ut I doubt there are times when the scar
OWa plain, ay, and the wound aches too,
:‘;he looks back on the past and thinks
‘fhat little grave in yonder cemetery.

Be that as it may, it is many a’year
tl:)w since Lennox has found for himself
M“{. ‘he who serves God, serves a good

28ter, and he always says, that he dates
ths good fortune from the hour in which he
mought himself in_greatest difficulty and
bt hard beset. It was the getting rid of
Sbad ot of servants that was the making
for 'm; and though there wasa hard push
kn 2 time, vet, as soon as it was generally
woo"ﬂ that Lennox was a man of his
da r:i; that he gave good wages for a good
Y8 work; that he required no more of
ey Man than that which was right; that
w; Bever discharged his servants except for
Weonduet, why, of course, all the steady
o 0 were anxious to serve under a master
roly | 20%e principles they knew they could
+Y3 and what was the result? His car-
::fes were better cared for, his horses
in te better driven, waste and extravagance
he stables ceased, and the money which
to find its way into the men’s pockets
"1:?]8 safely home into the master’s till;
o st the horses, profiting mo less than
oy t drivers by the change in their circum-
288, have thriven so well with their one
‘hg drestin the seven, that the saving in
'nmp‘{“chases of new stock has proved no
"Siderable item in the profitsheet of

« 29X's yearly account-book.”
faig o from this, you would argue,”
Hare, lcox, “That I'am to throw up Mr.
fins r‘ms order, affront him, and Jose a
aycl, a‘t? customer; thank you, I am not

? dfool”

¢

"“Pne;rg not arguing on the point,” re—
dig enson.  “You asked me why I

ang ;'Ot undertake Mr. Harcourt’s order,
g 1, have told you. You challenged
¥or dls OW you an instance where a man’s
Mogy, ) 3dvantages were improved by a
e &ieadherenee to God’s commands, in

%@ of & possible and apparent loss.—
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I have given you one, and I oould give you
many another. It is not for me to dictate
your line of conduct to you, but to kee
steadily and consistently to my own.
will not pretend to deny to you, that I was
very much put out at losing Mr. Harcourt’s
connection. But I have no choice in the
matter, I have but one course before me—~—
to obey God. He that serves Him, serves
a good Master. He never forgets the pay-
ment, and if at times a man seems to wait
for his wages, it is only the money is being
put out to better interest than we can get
here. What is good for a man to have
will be made up to him some time or other.
As for what is not good for him to have,
why, he is better without it, there is no
doubt about that.”

But Wilcox returned to his own shop,
he had considerable doubts on the point,
and ‘thought his neighboura great fool and
himself a very clever man. The Sunday
was spent in executing Mr. Harcourt’s or-
der; the harness was sent home on the
Monday; the money was promptly paid;
a fresh order was given, and Wileox
again congratulated himself on his good
luck.

It was some weeks after, and they had
been weeks of great trouble to Benson, that
another carriage stopped at the door of his

shop, a well-appointed dark-green broug-

ham, drawn by a comfortable, sleek-looking
horse, and driven by a coachman whose
well-to-do appearance was quite in keeping
with that of the equipage.

Whilst Benson was wondering who his
visitor might be, the carriage-door opened
quickly, and a fine-looking man, in military
attire, got out, and walked into the shop,
with an air of decision as if he was accus-
tomed to give his orders and be promptly
obeyed. Glancing round the shop with an
eye bright with laurking humour, he took
in its arrangements, and made his own es-
timate of the character of its possessor,

“S0,” he eaid, furning to Benson, « you
are the impudent fellow who will not work
on a Sunday ¢

Fortunately for himself, Benson was a
good physiognomist. Looking up at his
visitor, he felt sure that, however abrupt
the words might sound, no offence was in-
tended, and so, with a smile, he answered
respectfully,

“I donot work on a Saalay, sir; bat.

v
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hope it dodenot follow, as a necessary cou-
Saquenee, that I am wanting in respect to
ey employers.”

“Yes, it does, man ; at least, so my friend

arcourt says. He gives you but a bad
tharacter.”

“I am sbrry for it, sir,” began Benson;

t his visitor cut him shott,

“Actually refused his order, and told

im you would not do his work{ do mot
you call that impertinence §”

"] had no choice, sir.”

“Yes, youhad. You were free to choose

tween serving God and pleasing man,
and you made your choice; and it is in
consequence of that determination that I
am here to-day. I am General Downing.
I have been looking out forsome time past

~for'a man on whom I could fully rely to
execute a large Government order. The
moment I heard Mr. Harcourt’s story of
you, I made up my mind you should have
the work if you could take it; for I felt
bure that the man who could serve God
8o fearlessly, would be the man who would
best do his duty by his neighbour.”

And as the General proceeded to detail
to Benson the nature of the order he pro-
posed to give him, Benson sawin a moment
that such a prospect of well-doing  was
tpened to him as he had never yet had sinco
he went into business. Nor was he mis-
taken—that order laid the foundation of
Benson's present prosperity. People envy
him his good luck, but he knows better
than to call his altered fortunes by that
hame; and as he looks on the future with the
toneciousness that, if all goes well, provision
is now made for his old age, he thankfully
acknowledges from whose hand the blessing
Comes, and that he has made experience
for himiself of the truth of the old pro-
Verb, « He that serves God serves. a good
master.”

And so wlll it ever be, though it may
not be always shown to us, as in the cases
of Lennox and Benson, by the increase
of worldly prosperity. A man would
make a great mistake who followed their
example only in the hope of gaining a
like ‘reward. He could take no more
certain way of defeating his own intentions.
If & man determines to serve God for the
-bake of betteriné his earthly proepects, he
fs not serving God at all; he is only serv-
lng himself and hia own interests, Let
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not such a man deceive himsel, &od ¥
not mocked. He who reads the inmesé
thoughts of the heart, will langh to scor?
this pitifal imitation of godliness,

But let 8 man make up his mind bravﬂ].z,
and honestly to seek first the kingdom ¢
God, not counting the price he must
pay for it, content to forego present pros”
pects of gain and worldly success, so lOPlf :
only as he may win heaven; this man wil
for the most part, find that even in the
world he has made a wise choice, God Bno¥
only can, but does, make up to His ser”
vants for all they have given up for H#®
sake, and hardly an instance could b
pointed out of a man who has sincerely
obeyed God’s commands, regardless of
consequences that might ensue to hime
but sooner or later the sacrifice has com?
home in blessing, and he has found his lo#
repaid ten, thirty, ay, and a hundred-fold"
If, indeed, a man has net found it so, 166
him look to himself, and examine his OW:;
heart, sure that the fault is with him, 89
not with his Maker. Let him look and #?
whether there has not been some lurkit§
thought of self, which has entered into b
motives, destroying, like a subtle poiso®
the henlthfulness of his deed. Let hi®®
remember that he who serves self, serves #
bard task-master—one whose wants #
unbounded, and whose service js per”.
slavery; whilst he who, turning a deaf
to his own inclinations, writes himself
Lord’s servant will find occasion to0 !
knowledge, in time and through eternity!
that “ He who serves God serves a ,
Master.”— Housekold Proverbs.

A SUGGESTION ABOUT PRAYEF

It is not by the short and transient 3F
plications to the throne of grace, which %
are too apt to dignify with the name of P8y
er, that we can hope to be qualified b
seasons of peculiar trial or temptation. 1be
can alone be done by dwelling near
mercy seat; by sitting, as it were, upon 1
footstool of the throne; by daily, h‘_’“;;d
constantly sending forth those WP
messengors of the heart—the secret, m'th'f
awiftly fiying thoughts which, wbile *¥
form, like the Patriarch’s ladder, 5® w0
interrupted line of ascending entrﬂ‘wba .
the Most High, form also & channel ff
dascending mercies to our sguls—.
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A BLAST OF THE TRUMPET
AGAINST FALSE PEACE,

BY RRV. ¢. B. BPURGEON, LONDON.

(Concluded from page 391.)

4. A fourth set of men have a kind of
{h”"% that is the result of resolutions which
€Y will never carry into effect. * Oh,”
::f‘h one, I am quite easy enough in my
'od, for when I have got a little more
‘h""ey I shall retire from business, and
th?“ L shall begin to think about eternal
'ﬂ"’gi-" Ah, but I would remind yon that
w 'en you were an apprentice, you said you
U4 reform when you became a journey-
0 and when you wers a journeyman,
' used to say you would give good heed

i N you beeame a master. But hitherto
be:ﬁ bills have never been paid when they
m

beq 8due. They havecvery one of themn
forP dlsl}onoured as yet; aud take my word
dig, this new accommodation bill will be
n.\ofmured tod.  So you think to stifle
A “Clence hy what you will do by-and-bye.
> Wan, bhut will that by-and-bye ever
tie? And shouid it come, what reason
any 181¢ to expect that you will then be
Ero. 0re ready than you are now. Hearts
y harder, " sin grows stronger, vice
of 78 mora deeply rcoted by the lapse
ﬂiz&m' You will find it certainly no
it s Tto tlu.'n to Go:l then than now. Now
gracell.np’ossﬂ':le to you, apart f::om divine
g i taen it shall be quite as impossible,
diﬁie [.mrgm say so, thera shall be more
n“ Ues in the way then than even there

they, 0%~ What think you is the value of
u,eepf‘omises which you have made in
Wong Urt of heaven? Will God take your
You A¢nin, and aguin, and again, when
h’lve e broken it just as often as you
byip, Siven it#  Not Jong ago you were
)'“'e "’ﬂ Your bel with fever, and if you
Yoy 'izou vowal you wonld repent.  Have
oy Peuted ! And yet you are fool
ang 82 to believe that you will repeut by-
Wigg 7% #nd on the strength of this pro-
Brg ¢ 1Ch I8 not worth asingle etraw, you
‘bel'er’i ' to yourself “ peuce, peace, whon
a re! 0 peace.” A nan that waits for
the uff Sonveniant season for thinking about
Ny in'"‘ Uf.hin soul, is !ike the country-
"'l?ip Bsop's fable, who st dowa by a
fves, ray'ng, « If tLis stream eon-

18y

»

tinues to flow as it does now fofalittle while
it will empty itself, and then I shall walk
over dry-shod.” Ah, but the stream was
just a8 deep when he had waited day after
day as it was before. And eo shall it be
with you. You remind me by your pro-
crastination of the ludierous position of g
man who should sit upon a lofty branch of
some tree with a saw in his hand, cutti
away the branch on which he was sitting,
This is what you are doing. Your delay
is cutling away your branch of Jife, No
doubt you intend to cover the well when
the child is drowned, and to lock the stabla
door after the horseis stolen. These birds
in the hand you are losing, because their
may be some better hour, some better bird
in the bush.  You are thus getting a littla
quiet, but oh, at what a fatal cost! Paul
was troublesome to you, and so you played
the part of Folix, and said, « Go thy way
for this time, when I have a more con-
venient season I will send for thee.” Con-
science was unquiet, so you stopped his
mouth ‘with this sop for Cerberus; and you
have gone to your bed with this lie under
your pillow, with this falsehood in your
right hand—that you will be better by-and-
bye. Ah, sir, let me tell you once for all,
you live to grow worse and worse. While
you are procrastinating, time is not yet
staying noris Satan resting. While you
are saying, - Let things abide,” things “are
not abiding, but they are hastening on,
You are ripening for the dread harvest; the
sickle is being sharpened that shall cut you
down, and the fire is even now blazing into
which your spirit shall be cast for ever.

5. Now 1 turn to another class of men,
inorder that I may miss none here who are
suying ¢ Peaca, peace, when there is no
peace.” I do not doubt but that many of
the people of London enjoy peace in their
hearts, because they are ignorant of the
things of God. It would positively alarn
many of our sober orthodox Christians, if
they could once have an idea of the utter
ignorance of spiritual things that reigny
throughout this land. Some of us when
moving about here and thers in all elasses
of socioty, have often been led to remark,
that there is less known of the truths of re-
ligion than of any science, however recon-
dite that scicnce 1nny be. Take a lamen-
tblo instance, the ordinary etfusions of the
secylar prese, sud who esn svoid remark.
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ing the ignordnce they manifest as to true

religion.  Let the papers speak on politics,
it is 8 matter they. understand, and their
ability is astonishing; but, once let them
touch religion and our Sabbath-school chil-
dren could convict them of entire ignorance.
The statements they put forth are so crude,
80 remote from the fact, that we are led to
jraagine that the presentation of a fourpenny
testament to special correspondents, should
be one of the first efforts of our societies for
spreading the gospel among the heathen.
As to theology, some of our great writers
geem to be as little versed in 1t as a borse
ora cow. Go among all ranks and classes
of men, and since the day we gave np our
catechism, and old Dr. Watts’ and the As-
semblies ceased to be used, people havenot
a clear idea of what is meant by the gospel
of Christ. I have frequently heard it as-
serted, by those who have judged the
modern pulpit without severity, that if a
man attended a course of thirteen lectures
on geology, he would get a pretty clearidea
of the system, but that you might hear not
1erely thirteen sermons, but thirteenhun-
dred sermons and you would not have a
clear idea of the system of divinity that
was meant Lo be taught. I believe that
to a large extent that has been true. But
the great change which has passed over the
pulpit within the last two years, is a cause
of the greatest thaukfuluess to God; and
we believe will be a boon to the church and
to the world at large. Ministers do preach
more boldly than they did. There is more
evangelical doctrine I believe preaclied in
London now, in any one Sunday, than
there was in a month before. But still
there is in many quarters a profound ig-
norance as to the things of Christ.  Our
old Puritans—what masters they were in
divinity! They knew the difference be-
tween the old covenant and the new; they
did not mingle works and grace together.
Taey penetrated into the recesses of guspel
truth; they were always studying the
Scriptures, and meditating on them both
by day and night, and they sled a light
upon the villages in which they preached,
until they might have found in those deys
as profound theologians working upon stone
heaps, as you can find in colleges avd uni-
versities now a days  1low few discern the
spirituality of tLe law, the glory of the
atonement, the perfection of justiiication,

—
the beauty of mortification, and the pr#’

ciousness of real union to Christ. I do o¥
marvel that we have a multitude of me?
who are mere professors and mere fo
malists, who are nevertheless quite as cor®”
fortable in their minds as though they wer®
possessors of vita) godliness, and r
walked in the true fear of God.

There was not—I speak of things that
| were=—there was not in the pulpit a little
' while ago, a discernment between thing®
that differ; there was not a separating
tween the precious and the vile. TP
grand cardinal points of the Gospel, if {““’
denied, were ignored.  We began to thi?
that the thinkers would overwhelm
believers, that intellectuality and philosoph
would overthrow the simplicity of t
Gospel of Christ. It is not so now; I dot
therefore, hope, that as the gospel shall B¢
more fully preachel, that as the words 0
| Jesus shall be better understood, that ast
things ot the kingdom of heaven shall
setin aclearer light, thisstronghold of & fal<®
peace, namely, ignorance of Gospel i

! trines, shall be battered to its foundatio™

and the foundation-stones themselves 4

up and cast away for ever. If you hﬂ"e,;
peace that is grounded on ignorance, get "“
of it; ignorance is a thing, remember, th#
you are accountable for.  You are not *
countable for the exercise of vour j"d:‘lf
| ment to man, but you are accountable 0‘
iit to God. 'There is no such thing =
, toleration of your sentiments with Jcllo"all;
1 have no right to judge you; 1 am veo
 fellow-creature. No State has any 1ig
dictate,what religion I shall beheve;
nevertheless, there is a true gospeh
there are thousan s of false ones.  God hh’
given you judgment, usc it. Search
Scriptures, and remember that if y‘{“ l.]‘.,
glect this Word of God, and remai? -]“La
norant, your sins of igneran-e will be !
of wilfulignorance, and therefore igno"’," o
shall be no exeure. There is the B’b“j
you have it in your houses; you cab "?
i1t. God the Holy Spirit will instruct 30;,
in its meaning; and it you remain ig“(’ﬂrgg
charge it no more on the minister; Chf'na
it on no one bhut yourself, and make 3w
; eloak for your sin. 4" '
6. 1 now puse fo another and more g
gerous forin of this falke peace. 1 lb,il
have missed gome of you, probably; I:!"
| eome. closer howe to you.now. Alas ™

n
pot
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bt ug weep-ahd weep sgam, for there is a
-blague among us. There are membars of
our churches who are saying, “ Peace,
Peace, when there is no peace.” It is’ the
Partof candour to admit that with all the
Exercise of judgment; and the mostrigorous
18ciplive, we canuot keep our churches
ee from hypoerisy. 1 bave had to hear,
o the very ~breaking of my heart, stories
of men and women who have believed the
“doctrines of election, and other truths of the
Lospel, and have made them a sort of cov-
®r for the most frightful iniquity. I could,
Without uncharitableness, point to churches
that are hot-beds of hypocrisy, because men
are taught that it is the belief of a certain
%t of sentiments that will save them, and
Mot warned that this is all in vain without
2 rea} living‘faith in Christ. The preacher
0¢s a3 good as say, if not in so many
l“"Ords: “If you are orthodox, if you be-
“&ve what I tell you, you are saved; if you
Or a memeut turn aside from that line
Which T have chalked out for you, I cannot

¢ accountable for you; but if vou will

. EIve mg your whole heart, and helieve pre-
Usely what I say, whether it is Scriptureor
;l(ot; then you are asaved man.” Andwe
t}?qw persons of that cast, who can have

L shop open on a Sunday, and then go

> enjoy what they call a savoury sermon

e evening; men who mix up with
Tunkards, and yet say they are God's elect ;
Mew who live as others live, and vet they
®ome before you, and with brazen impu-
tfnce, tell you that they are redeemed by
¢ blood of Christ. It is true they have
say 3 deep experience, as they g y. God
‘hailus f‘rum such 2 muddy experience as
e 'Ihgy have had, they say, a great
lea‘ﬂfestatxon‘ of the depravity of their
drens’ l’)EIL still they are the precious chil-
an ," Of God.,  Precious, indeed ! 1_)0..-11' ‘at
Un) Price that any man should give for
fm, ¢ they be precions to any one here
\xseo:)'  they are not of the slizhtest
doy either religion or morality. Oh! I
‘*lﬂet]t kngw of a more thoroughly damn-
it elusion than for a man {0 get & con-
Goy M0 his head, that be is a_child of
abm;t‘md yet live in sm—to talk to you
Sove, Sovereign grace, while Lie isliving in
relf t;;’g" ll_lst—to stand upand mz\ke. him-
l'ilnsel(; arbitrer of what is truth, while he
Xeag) contemns the precept of Gad, and
Plés the commandment under. foot.

|

429

Hard as Paul was on such meén in hiddime
~—when he said their damnation is judbe—
he spoke a most righteous sentence. . Sune-
ly, the devil gloats over men of this kipd.
A Calvinist 1 am, but John Calvin -newer
taught immoral doctrine. A mo e consis-
tent expositor of Scripture than that great
reformer I believe never lived, but his dac-
trine is not the Hyper-Calvinism of . these
modern times, but is as diametrically op-
vosed to it as light to darkness. There 18
not a word in any one of his writings that
would justify any man in going on in in-
iquity that grace might abound. If you
do not bate sin, it is all the same what dog-
trine you may believe. You may goto
perdition as rapidly with High-Calvinisiic
doctrine as with any other. You are just
as surely destroyed in an orthodox as in a
hetorodox church unless your life mani-
fests that vou have Leen “ begotten again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection -of
Jesus Christ from the dead.” .
7. I have but one other class of persens
to describe, and then I shall have dene
when I have addressed a few solemn sen-
tences of warning to you all. - There re-
mdins yet another class of beings who sur-
pass all these in their utter indifference to
everything that might arouse them. Theyv
are men that are given up by God, justly
given up:  Thev have passed the bouadary
of his long-suffering.  He has said, « My
spirit shall no more strivé with them;”
« Ephraim is given unto idols, let - hit
alone.”  As a judicial punishment for their
impenitence, (rod has given them up1to
pride and hardness of hLeart. 1 will not
sny that there is such an one here—Gpd
grant there may not be such a man—}jjut
there have Leen such to whom theie Las
been given a strong delusion, that ithey
might believe a lie, that they might, Le
dainned because they received not the gus-
pel of Christ. Brought up Ly a boly
mother, they perhaps learned the gospul
when they were almost in the cpadis—
Trained by the cxample of a holy futher,
they wentaside to wantonness, an:l broughe
a mother’s gray hairs with sorrow. to:the
grave. Nevertheless, conscience siil pus-
sued them. At thefuneral of that motler,
the young man pausel and asked bhimgel!
the question, “Ilave I killed Le. %.have I
brought her here?”  Hlo went homp, was
sober for a day, was tempted by & cqua-
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‘and bocame 28 bad as over. An-
t warning came. He was seised with
R0 | y in the jaws of the grave;
woke up; he lived, and lived as vilely
asbe had lived before. Often did he hear
&is mother’s voice—though she was in the
‘g:vo, she being dead yet spoke to him.
‘$i® put the Bible on the top shelf—hid it
away ;still, sometimes a text he had learn-
of in infancy used to thrust itaclf on his
wind. One night as he was going tosome
haunt of vice, something arrested him, con-
science seemed to say to him, « Remember
all that you have learned of Rer.” Heostood
sidll, bit his lip & moment, considered,
Wolghed ehances. At last be said, I will
go if I am lost.” He wens, and from that
whoment it has often been a source of won-
# to him that he has never thought of
Ml mother nor of the Biblee He hears a
sdrmon, which Le does ot beed. It is all
the eame to him. He is never troubled.
e says, “ I don't know how it is; I am
glad of it; I amn a8 easy now and as frolick-
somo a3 ever a young fellow could be.”
Oht I trembls to explain this quictade;
but it may be—God grant I may not be a
tree prophet—it may be that (od has
thrown the reins on his neck, and said,
© ¢ Lot bim go, let Lim go, I will warn him
no more; he shall be filled with his own
ways; hae shall go the length of his chain;
1 will never stop Lim.” Mark! if it be so,
your damnation i a8 sure as if you wero
in tho pit now. O may God grant that I
may uot have such a hearer horo. But
that dread thought may well muke you
wearch yourselves, for it may beso. There
is that possibility; search and look, and
@od graut that you may no more say,
“ Pauce, peace, when there is no peace.”
~ Now for these last few solemn words.
1 will ot be guilty this morning, of speak-
ing any smooth falschoods to you, I would
Lo fuithfal with esch man, as I bekievo I
shull have to facs you all at God's gre:t
day, even though you heard me but once
in your life. Woll, then, let me tall you
thut if you hava a poeuce to-day which en-
ables you to Lo at peace with your sius as
woll a3 with God, that peace is a fulse peace,
Unless you hate ain of every sort, with all
your heart, you are not a child of God, you
are-wok reconciled to God by the death of
‘hj @on, You will not be perfact; I can-
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if you are a Christian you will hate the
very sin into which you have been betray-
ed, and hate sin because you should have
grieved your Saviour thue, But if you
love sin, the love of the Father is not in
you. Be you who you may, or what you
may,—minister, deacon, elder, professor, of
non-professor—the love of sin s utterly in-
consistent with the love of Christ, Take
that home, and remember it.

Another solemn thought. If you are
at peace to-day through a belief that you
are righteous in yourself, you are not 8t
peace with God. 1f you are wrapping
yourself up in your own righteousness an
saying, “ I am as good as other people, I havo
kept Cod’s law, and have no need for
merey,” you are not at prage with God.
You are treasuring up i~ your impenitent
heart wrath agaiust the day of wrath; a
you will as surely be lost if you trust {0
your good works, as if you had trusted t0
your eins, There is a clean path to hell 8¢
well as a dirty one. There is as sure a ro#
to perdition along the highway of moralitys
as down the slough of vico. Take heed
that you build on nothing else but Christ?
for if you do, your house will tumble about
your eis, when most you need its protec”
tion,

And, yet again, my hearer, if thou art
out of Christ there is no true peace to tho
conscience, and no reconciliation to Got
Ask thyself this question, “Do 1 believ?
on the Lord Jesus Christ with all my heart’
Is he my only trust, the simple, solitary
rock of my refaga? For if not, as th?
Lord mygGod liveth, hefore whom I stant
thou art in the gall of bitterness, and int
bonds of iniquity, and dying as thou 8™
out of Christ, thou " wilt be shut out ©
heaven; where God and bliss are foun®
thy soul can pever come.

And now, finally, let me beseech yOU
if you are at peace in your own mind th“’i
morning, weigh your peace thus: w"o
my peace stand me on a sickbed i Ther
are inany that are peicsfu! enough Wh._,
they are well, Lat when their bones bes™
to ache, and their flesh is sore vexed, the”
they find they want something more 8%
stantial than this dreamy quietnes3 f“, "
which their souls had fallen. If a Bt
sicknoss makes you shake, if the thovg
that your heart is affocted, or that you ™7

wok'stpact you will live ‘without in; but;drop down dead in a fit on a suddes—




Wat startles you, then put that question of
,"'mny to yourself, ¢ If thou hast run with
the footmen and they have wearied thee,
wilt thou do in the swellings of Jor-
ant If sickness make thee shake what
“ill destruction raake thee dof. Then
1 in, put the question in another light.
Your peace is good for anything, it is
e that, will bear you up in & dying hour.
te you ready to go home to your bed
Now t6 lie there and never rise again? For
Mmember, that which will not stand a
dying bed will never stand the day of judg-
Ment. If my hope begins to quiver, even
®hen the skeleton hand of Death begins to
Ouch me, how will it shake, “ When God's
Nght arm is nerved for war, and thunders
Clothe his cloady car?” If death makes
e startle, what will the glory of God do?
How shall T shrink into nothing, and fly
3Way from him in despair! Then often
Puto thyself this question, “ Will my
E“A‘e last me when the heavens are ina
laze, and when the trembling universe
Hauds to be judged ”

Oh my dear hearers, T know I have

' ‘I'P‘)ken feebly to you this morning; not as
+.S0uld have wished, but I do entreat you,

s« ¥hat T have said be not an idle dream,
: % be not a mere myth of 'my imagina-
203 if it be true, lay it to heart, and may
DOd enable you to prepare to meet him.
q° Bot be wrapping yourselves up, and
“Mbering, and sleeping. Awake, ye
h'upem’ awake! Oh! that 1 had a
Wpet voice to warn you. Oh! while
You Are dying, while you are sinking into
p"d'tlon, may I not cry to you; may not
h:‘e eyes weep for you! I cannot be ex-
“t"&g‘a}nt here; 1 am acquitted of being
h'}*matie or fanatical on such a matter
renl; 8. Take to heart, I bescech you, the
Yo Ues of eternity. Do not for ever waste
‘Vi;;r time. « O, turn ye, turn ye; why
now o die, O house of Israel.” Listen,
W, to the word of the Gosepel, which is
Qh:i‘o you. ¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus
% %“» and ye shall be saved.” For «he
believeth and is baptized shall be
“Hy while the solemn sentence remains,
that believeth not shall be damned.”

—

T00 mach wealth is often the cocasion of
% He that thinks he can afford to be
i et far from heing poor.

OBTAINING PROMISES.

1. Child of God, babe in g;m,
thon obtain the promisesf Take
vice first—meditale muck upon tReim—
There are promises which are like grapes
iu the wine-press; if thou wilt keadg‘t;‘e‘:
the juice will flow. Many a time a believer,
when he is like Isaac walking in the fields,
meditating in the cool of the day a
promise, unexpectedly méets his Rebekah,
the blessing which had tarried long, comes
on a sudden home. He sought retircment
to meditate upon a promise, and lo | «* be-
ingin the way, God met with him.” Think-
ing over the hallowed words will often
be the means of fulfilling them, - %1
was in the spirit on the Lord’s day,” salth
John, “and heard behind me a gréat voios,
as of & trumpet.” Justso. It was hm
being in the Spirit, his meditating upon
spiritual things, that made him ready to
behold the King in his beauty, and to
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churoh-
es. Specially, young christian, meditate
upon these promises which relate personsl-
Iy to Christ. While you are. thinki
them over, the faith which you are sseking
will insensibly come to you. That word
which saith, «the blood of Jesus Christ, his
| Son, cleanseth us from all sin”—think that
over, masticate and digest it, and in the
very act of meditation, faith wili ba born in
your soul. Many & man who has thirsted
for the promise while he has been considez-.
ing the divine record, has found the favor
which it ensured, gently distilling into his
soul, and be has rejoiced that ever he was
led to lay the promise near his heart. 1
think it is Martin Luther who says that
some p: of Secripture are like troes
which bear fruit, but the fruit does not
easily drop. You must get hold of the
tree, saith he, shake it, and shake it again,
and again, and sometimes you will nged
to exhaustall your strength, but at the last
shake, down drops the delicious finit. 8o
do you with the promise, shake ft to and
fro by meditation, and the apples of gold
will fall. Let the promise, like the pro-
blem of the pbilosopger, bé revolved in your
soul. and at last your spirit shall Jeap for
very joy while you say, *I have found it,
1 have found it, the very thing thet my
soul hath sought afier.” o

thig ad-

2 Bocondly, young man in ChyistJeays
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do not .only nieditate upon the promise,
but seek.in thy sowd to realize it as being
A very word of God. B8ay td thy soul
thm: « If I’ were dealing with a man’s
promise. I should look most carefully at the
men who covenanted with me. If I had
abond or note of hand, I should estimate
most carefully the credibility, the respect-
abdlity, and solvency of the man whose
nanse was endorsed thereon. So with the
prémise of God: ‘my eye must not be so
much fixed upon the greatness of the mercy
—that may stagger me; 48 upon thegreat-
ness of the promiser—that will eheer me.
My soul, it is God, even thy God, God that
canhot lie who speaks to thee, This word
of his which thon art now considering is
adifrue.as his own existence. Heis a God
unehangeable, and therefore this promise
. Im&' not beén revoked. He has not altered
the thing which has gone out of his mouth,
ner called back one single consolatory sen-
teticd.. Nor doth he Jack any power; it is
the God that made the heavens and the
earth, who hath spoken to me and said,
¢ Thus and thus willI do.” Nor will he,
nor can he, fail in wisdom as to the time
when he will bestow the favors, for he
knoweth when best to give and when Bet-
ter to withhold. Therefare, seeing that it
is the word of a God so true, so immutable,
so powerful, so wise, I will and must be-
lieve the promise. See, my brethren, you
have already arrived at the faith which
obtaing the promise. 1 think we ought to
be ashamed of ourselves, every one of us,
that we dared to doubt God. Thinking
this over the other day a horror of great
darkness fell upon my soul, while I mourn-
ed that ever I should have been guilty of
the infamous blssphemy of doubting God.
To doubt an honest man is to east a slur
upon him; but to doubt God who cannot
lie; to doubt God who by an oath has sworn
—what is this but to make God a liar,
or even a perjurer! Our soul shrinks back
from infamy so accursed. Did ever fiend
in hell commit a more detestable iniquity
than that of doubting the veracity of a God
of perfection and truth?  Come, soul,
there 78 the promise; there it stands before
thee. Thou sayest, «I dare not believe
ity” but I say, « How darest thou doubt
it4.-where didst thou get thy arrogance
from? how canst thou speak so exceeding
proadly agthus to think of God and say-of
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him, thiat he has promised what he cannod
or what he will not perform1” Lay much
to heart, then, young christian, the fact
that the prowise, is she very word of God,
and surely thou wilt not find it hard to
believe, and so to obtain the promise.

3. Then, in the third place, besure that’
thou doest, in the power of the Spirit of
God, what the precept annexed to the pro-
mise asks of thee. Follow the example of
Moses. Moses knew that there was a pro-
mise given'to the people of Israel, that they’
should be the world’s blessing; but in
order to obtain it, it was necessary that
Moses should practise self-denial. What
did he? He refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh’s dauglter, eounting- it better
to suffer the reproach of Christ than to en-
jov the pleasure of sin for a season. If the
promise commands thee to deny thyselfs
thou canst not obtain it without doing s0-
Do it, and- thou hast obtained it. Or,sup-
pose that the promise requires at thy hand
courage—use courage. David felt he had
a promise from God that he would keep
bim. He knew that in his past experience
God had been faithful. “Thy servant
slew both the lion and the bear, and this
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one ©
them.” He advanced to the conflict and
the Lord was his deliverer. Go thou forfh
with thy sling and thy stone, for thou W{I‘
never obtain the promise if thou art afrai¢
to face thy gigantic foe. Or does the pro-
mise require obedience at thy hand!
obedient. ~Remember how Rahab, the
harlot, bung out from her window the
scarlet line, because that was the test of bef
faith. So do thou.
hath said unto thee do it. Neglect 8*
commagd, however trivial it may seems.—"
What if it be non-essential! what hast tho® .
to do withthat? Do what thy Master tell®
thee, asking no questions for he is an il
servapt who questions his Lord’s eom”
mands, Doubtless, thou too, like the
Ethiopian eunuch, shalt go ow thy way 1¢
joicing when thou hast been obedient.

is the promise made to those who.bear & L

good report of the land? Remember who'
Caleb and Joshua were, the only two ¥

obtained the promise out of all the b

that came out of Egypt, because thez,
alone, “faithful among the faithless founds
honoted @od, and would not dare to &%
trust him. So do thew banoy God. B

Whatsoever Christ -
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% scofiing world bear thine unvarying tes-
‘I?ouy that thy God is good and trug.—
t not thy wretched face whisper to men
at thou hast a hard . master.
Y groanings and thy murmurings make
Young men suspect that God is tyranuical
% his own ehildren, and that they have no
Y8, no comforts, no delights. Be not as
the hiypocrites are, of a sad countenance;
O not thy head like a bulrush, afflict not
¥ soul, for this is not the service which
b demandeth of thee. Better-the palm
Yanch than the willow, fairer the wedding
8arment than the mourners weeds. He
b om we serve is no Egyptian task-master-
8 yoke is easy, his service pleasure, his
'I"jWard unspeczkable.  “ Rejoice in the
ord alway, and again I say rejoice.” Be
o cast down and troubled, as though the
"l of God had a cruel parent, and a mis-
rable home; but lift up your heads, for
Jour redemption draweth nigh, and to the
br_el and the harp, mareh ye on, to the
"omised inheritance of the people of God.
shall you by joy of heart, not bringing
‘pf an evil report of the land, inherit the
“¥omige, — Spurgeon.

»

I HOPE TO BE A CHRISTIAN,:

%YOU do! Why, then, do you not seek
coive. Christian? ¢ Ask and ye shall re-
it;he: seck and ye shall find; knock and
for 8ll be opened to you.”  «Ye shall seek
‘Vitlfne and find me, when yesearch for me
for (?U your heart?” Are you seeking
od with all your heart? No man
ot eseaped from the thraldom of sin
to}, atan who did not earnestly strugole
gatee Fee; no man ever entered the strait
thes 'R0 did not agonize to accomplish
ion gloj‘xous end. Carelessness and inatten-

. afford no foundation for a hope that |

are to become a child of God.

Crer o,

the U hope to be a Christian! Why,"

0 you not give up your sins, renounce
Orld as your portion, and cheerfuily
the ader youyselfto Him who is the Way,
v,min:‘“th, and the Lifet He is ready and
Mngoo to reccive you. He gave his life a
%Piritm for sinners; he freely gives his
hag ﬁilto those who earnestly ask him; he
g ed his revealed word with invitations
biy _ NCOuragciments to those who desire
. 8race; he hay long been’ knocking at

Bllrre

Let not |
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thie door of *your;Hears. for pdmitsiohir~
How, then, ¢a0 you hope to be a Chiis~
tian ¢ R s )

You hope to bea Christian! Wher$—
Not now. Youare too busy, or have some-
thing in' view which must first be accom-
plished, or are 80 indisposed te give youre
self to the work, that this is not felt to be
the «convenient season.”” After a while,
when' you have accumulated a fortune, or
passed the period when you can partake in
the world’s pleasures, or when there is a
revival of religion, or at farthest on a dying
bed, you hope to be a Christian. But,
God’s commands and promises are for the
present. He gives no encouragement to
wait for a future season. You have no as-
surance that there shall be any season be.
yond the present,  Before the anticipated
time comes you may be in eternity,

You hope to be a Christian! So multi-
tudes of others like yourself, who were liv-
ing in sin, have hoped; but where are they
now? Long ago have they been cut down
as cumberers of the ground. Their day of
grace and day of life have closed. They
lived without Christ, and they died without
him ; they trifled away their precious time
on earth, in the delusive hope that some
day or other they would be Christians,
That day never came to them, and never
will come. “Their harvest is past, the
summbar is ended,” and their souls are
not saved.

~ .®

CIRCULATE RELIGIOUS PAPERS.

That religious newspapers are instruments
of good, all acknowledge—but of how great
good faw appreciate. We know a venera-
ble Christian, now laid by on the account
of the infirmity of years, who spent the
last active years of his life, in cireulating
religious mewspapers.  Besides his own
paper he procured those of his neighbours,
and took them to porsons unable or indis-
posed to become regular subscribers, He
was so fully convinced of the importance
of this means of usefulness that he spent
years in the work—a mission at once sim-
ple and every way economical. Religions
newspapers often carry truths to households
that are barred against religious books—to
hearts that are closed to religious traths,
— Mirror,
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COAST MISSIONS :

A Memoir of Rev. Thomas Rosie,
by Rev. James Dodds, Dunbar.

g
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By MRs. LUNDIXE DUNCAN, KELS0O, 8COTLAND.

As the melted spow unites with the
8pring &t the summit of the mountain, so
does the cold heart of man that is selfish,
become thawed by the spring of the Holy
Bpirit, till presently it flows down.  First,
the rill, then the stream, then the river to
add its waters (o the swelling ocean; which
finally sends up its contributions to the
¢clouds, as the once selfish heart overflows
to its fellow-man, and from man, up to
the blessed Spirit that first thawed it, and
taught it the joy of sympathy and the
happiness of usefulness.

The idea of the springat the mountain
top, and the flowiog stream; haunts the
fancy in considering the rise of all the
Christian exertions which owe their exist-
ence to the last half century—and in noue
inore than in the origin and progress of
Home and City Missicns. It seemed curi-
ous to the writer, that, in reading of
Thomas Rosie, the thought of David
Naemyth (raised as the spring of a great
work, and cut down when he had scarcely
geen it flow onward with a promise of suc-
cess), should have run on a parallel to
Rosie’s; and then in turning back to the
preface, which the author designed to have
toad first, to find that he had also found
and enjoyed the same resemblance.

Nasmyth, aroused by the alarm of Chal-
mers, and by the sights of neglect and de-
stitution which Glasgow set before Lim,
left all, that ho might awaken the world's
philanthiropists to the necessity of City Mis-
sions, e was cut off, but his works have
larpely followed him. :

Rosie, cradled in Ronaldshay, ene of the
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siorm-swept Orcades, was from childhood
familisr with the sea and sailors. By hi¢

skill .in boats, his custom of obeerving old
Ocean in all its moods, and his hgowledg®
of fishermen, sailors and their habits, b®
was trained from infancy, by Him whbe
knoweth the end from the beginning, fof
the scene of usefulness which was in du®
time appointed for him.

At the age of fiftesn, having acquired
all that his parish school could teach him/
but never having enlarged his mind by di
verging from hislittle island, or by any ex’
tensive reading while in it, be left Soutb
Ronaldshay, and, with his family, removed
to Edinburgh. There he entered into bus¥
nees and found favour in the eyes of a Chris*
t'an master ; and there he met his first afflic-
tion in the removal by death of his faithful
and coneistent father. Rosieis not the firsh
who, by such an event, has been called 0%
to perform the duties of family worshipr
and has been led by that performance ¥
search his heart, and to discover that saying
words on the knees is not necessarily prayer

This discovery led to praying in earmesh
to Bible searching, and attendance on.th®
means of grace.  “These true signs ©
awakening were watched by his anxiot?
and prayerful mother, with the deepesti?’
terest and joy. That mother, again tr#
vailing in birth for her son, rejoiced grest!y
tosee him at once rising into intellect 4
manhood, and becoming & little child i*
Christ Jesus.” *

That vital change which fisted the 7%
for his earthly employment, and belpedw
prepare him for a holier and happier dwfll'
ing-place, issimply and toucbingly desorit”
cd by himselfin a letter to afriend.—

“Up to the time of my father's destt”
though I was obliged tokeep up the 08¥
ward performance of duty, there was o ™7
heart a great dislike to all thatis oo™
My mind was set on folly, on the plessw®

* Memoir, Page 11,
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Sud jpretits of the world. T was quite ‘sen-
¥l I was doing wrong; bit Ialways re-
%lved to put off a littls longer my turiing to
Yet the conviction of sin and danger
"‘*llm stronger and stronger, and the ques-
tion forced itself on my mind, ‘What
thall T do to be saved?’ Many a long
%y and night did this question recur, and
_l the while I knew the answer, but

J% not understand it. For a considerable
lime, | thought the way of coming to the
viour wuzs by giving up my sins, and
ing in the practice. of every duty, and
God would accept me. I tried this
¥4y, but found I could not succeed. 1
“®%or could arrive at that state which I
ught God would be inclined to look on
“ith fayour, During all thistime, I never
%ace really prayed to God. At length one
?:7 feeling much alarmed lest I should die
My present state, the thought struck
1@ that T should pray to God. I immeili-
b J Wentinto my room and kuelt to pray;
"1 could not utter a word. I wept bit-
Y» and rose from my kuees, not feeling
Suys bettor; but these words, « What shall
0 to be saved 1’ were ever present to

Y mind. One summer morning I rose
% ly_ and went to Salisbury Orage. When
Uing on my state and the question that
Dever out of my thoughts, it came into

Y mind that I should again attempt to
Y- Ikuelt down besidea rock and
g?{:d to God to teach me what I should
be saved. At that moment God let

% that all I should do was just fo
™ 0 Jesus as [was. I felt that if 1
Uted il T was Letter, I would pever
ligb: atall. T now felt that I had got the
I needed, and found the true

I d;'°’ to the great question, * What shall
"‘":(l’ be savedt’ I began also fo feel
l’i'-OrdPe of prayer, of God’s Word,.and of
nng'a:no?s. I went home quite happy,
Yt g afu' if death were to come, I should
the dey; faid to die; and from that hour

Ky

re aresq in- my mindtodevote my-|

%
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eolf o thework oftelling othérs the way
to be saved. I feltalso, that if a way were
opened up for my being engaged in that
work, I should be willing to go to any
quarter of the world., ”*

Here then was the thawing of the ice of
selfishness, and the salutary influence of
that purespring that extinguished the mind
set on the pleasures and profits of the world,
and kindled the desire to lead other souls
to the g-acious Saviour. By this he was
turned from business to study, and thus
in a few years, after having been made the
instrument of winning several souls in his
Sabbath class, and after many visits to
sailors at Leith and to the fishing villages
around, he was by providence prepared to
answer an advertisement for a Coast Mis
sionary, whose work was to be chiefly
among fishermen and sailors. This was an
offics hitherto unknowu in the land, even by
nafue, though now extending around our
shores, and occupied by roany worthy
narnes, of which Thomas Rosie’s was the
first.

And here again we see the feeble spring
touched by the divine hand; lowing onward
till it becomes a river to water and refresh
the land. A quiet, prayerful woman in
Dunbar, wife of a retired Navy Lieutenant,
has the welfare of fishermen and sailors ever
on her heart, till it gives a tone to her
whole life.  From her exertions in a Chris-
tian circle arises the Society that seeks for
a Missionary who is to exercise his calling
among ¢Lips, Loats and cottager, from
Dunbar to Berwick-on-Tweed. The sale
of Bibles and good books, the distribution
of tracts and the use of lending libraries,
with all the meetings for prayer, exborta-
tions in private orir schoul-rooms, visits to
the sick—iu short, all the apparatus that
zeal and love have suggested to the Mis-
siomary, wera quickly put in action, with
the hearty concurrence of most of the pas--

i * Momoir, piges13, 14,
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rors, aud under the guidance of the: Com-
mittes at Dunbar. In his journals we
find visits to foreign fishing-boats with
greedily aceepted tractsin their own tongue,
viaits to mnourners whose swamped boats
have made somewidows and fatherless;
visite toships, and sales of Bibles—to some
who cannot read, and to some who will
not. In short, proofs abundant thata Coast
Missionary is no superfluous assistant,

Along the coast where Mr. Rosie past
his first prayerful and laborious year, a
#pirit of revival has since passed, and mnany
of those who were & trial to him, have now
been quickened into new life.

We cannot prolong the historyto tell of
kis leaving his favourite work for a time to
study for the ministry; but always one
great idea was in his mind, that of extend-
ing the Coast Mission all around Scotland,
s0 as to provide for the wants of the men
of the sea; and <o we find him in 1855, with
his business habits, and skill in organiza-
tion,and his unwearied zeal, holding a
meeting in  Glasgow to establish a West
Coast Mission, which flourishes to this day,
from Port-Glaszow to Stranraer, and from
the Clyde to the Solway.,

With Rosie originated the idea of a
vacht manned by three Christian seamen,
himselfbeing one of tliem, that could thread
all the intricacies of the west, visit every
island, and leave no coble or boat unsup-
plied with the Holy Seriptures and tracts,
The notion took at once inthe west. Rosie
raized the fund, in which he was munifi-
cently sustained by Mr, Henderson of Park.
Hebought and furnished the vacht, and in
August, 1856, the new era in mission work
arrived, when the litlle craft with her
compliment of men, Gaelic and English,
and her Bethel flag, sailed downthe Clyde.
In May, 1857, we find a journal of a visit

to the Coast and Islands, from which we
eannot refrain from giving an extract,which
gives a true picture of the man, his labours,
and the element on which they were pro-
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secuted. At Kpyleakin, ‘while waitiog

for a tide, he visited its 800 inhabi-
tants from house to house, and ther
preached to them in the open air., Thie
was on Saturday evening.

“Started on Monday, June 29, for Stor-
noway. A smart breeze—as much as we
could do to carry full sail. When outside
the bay, could lie close-hauled a point and
half to windward of Stornoway. Ip
the Minch, encountered a heavy sed
overy pitch laying the jib-boom under water-
Repeatedly, large billows might be seed
ahead and on either side, rolling and foam*
ing, All the worst of thess we fortunately
escaped except one, on the one side of
which our gallant little bark leaped 8
though she would stand right over ends
and then on the other, plunged into it; 8
that the whole fore part of the vessel was by
ried in the water. Soviolent was the shocks
that while sitting steering, I was lifted from
the seat and thrown forward on the deck:
In a moment I caught the helm again, all
was right, and on we went. The wind ine
creased, and we wers obliged to shorte?’
sail. Instead of getting to Stornoway, ¥¢
were driven about twenty miles from b/’
and taking the first shelter we could, foud
our way into Loch Valumis. At the hiead
of that lonely creek, we came to anchor 8
two in the morning, ready for l'efreshm"“"
aud repose, not having tasted food fro®
two the previous day. Having enjoyed' s
good tea, we gathered around the famil
altar, and thanked and praised Him who
Las said, ¢ When thou passest through the
waters I will be with thee, and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee) K¢
tired to rest, and enjoyed it as those genet "
ly do who toil the hardest. The mol‘““"g,
came and the sun shed his lustre around” ..

Once again, the faithful man reachedb?.

islet of Ronaldshay, that he had left sevé™
theré

teen years before, a careless boy, and ek

his Mission and himself found a
* Memoir, page 13¢.

!
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eloome,  Then holding meetings at In-
“thess and Aberdeen, they sailed down the
Y, and after many calls, paused at what
hag been the spot of his first work at Dun-
:ar,‘ Seven years before. Thus having nearly
Uircled Scotland’s shores, he closed his
b 18 in the meantime, as he must resume
»8tudies under the United Presbyterian
Tofessor ju Edinburgh; but he neverlaid
e his plans for the Coast Mission, as
? following zealous and hopeful project
shew,
o A vessel of some kind is indispensable
w the efficient working of the Mission
et%g the islands. To this I can now
hundyeds to testify. Now I havea
U plan in my head, that is, to geta
SW-steamer instead of sailing vessel,

“

¥ four of a crew, besides myself. I

Qyself able to take charge of her, and
Save the expense of a captain; while
50; :‘l“ld havfa f:our c.hosen men always on
Yoty as Missionaries, to labour daily in
¥ Hook and corner of these islands, the
::5:“9!' tl.xeir conveyance and lodging, 1
ey 8ay it will take about £1000 to get
one 2 Vessel; but we can easily raise that

of Scotland. It will take about £500

r . .
n &aum to support it; but that is not .

for the work that would be done.” *
pr:‘”'e this session of study was completed,

n Posal was made, which, though it did
a .ber Lis pursuits, carried its exsreise
Stant and untried climate. He ac-

8 proposal to settle at Bombay as
It Missionary, provided he might
ag fil:lsh his studies in the Divinity Hall;
oig. 28 agreed that he should, bofore
lagi, out, b.e ordained as a Missionary for
ogg . Qu}ck]y his active mind saw vis-
I‘dian ISS}ons extending all around the
h‘un Peninsula, and cheering the British
agp - Of commerce, Such visions, however,
tiong iz:'i:-igmated than slackened his exer-

‘W 18 last season at home, So, after a
R of four monthe from any labour,

* Memoir, page 141. .
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occasioned by the-first ill bealth he had
ever experienced, we find him  toiling from
town to town, and from village to village,
establishing the North-East Coust Mission
and thus the spring which had welled
forth in Dunbar in 1851, in the work of
a single 1nan; had, under his unwearied
skill in organizing and stimulating, spread
around the land. and in 1853 Rosie left
behind hin upwards of thirty well chosen
labourers in full employment; and all
around the East Coast, in the circuit of the
labourers, the stream of revived religious
concern has flowed, so that the good news
of its flow had begun to cheer the heart.
of the zealous man on the new shores to
which he bad been removed. He read in
the harbour of Bombay of the coast revival
in Scotland with breathless joy; while we,
in tracing the well-compacted and minute
sketch of the holy man, cannot avoid en-
tertaining the mournful feeling, that the
time neared when his plans wore to be
broken off in their dawn; and it was the
divine wiil that even now in his prime it
should be sail to him, « Friend, go up
higher.”

Mr. Rosie was cordially received in
Bombay, and finally mado his dwolling in
the Mariner's Church, a large ship anchor-
ed in the middle of the harbour, the
lower deck being the chapel, the middle
his house, and the third deck or roof, cover-
ed with an awning. He daily visited the
ships, conversing and distributing tracts—
preached on Sibbath and Wednesday—saw
the sick in hospital and the eriminals in the
house of correction, and planned for a cousse
of lectures from October to May.

Comfortable as he was, cherished by
the good men of Bombay, with his hands
full of work, the social spirit still felt his
floating dwelling lonely, and at last had

his heart’s wish accomplished in his union
with Miss Leitch, who had been the active
Secretary of the Ladies’ Commiltee of the
Scottish Coast Mission, They were of
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one mind, and his prospects all looked
bright. He not only occupied his sphere,
but was filled with a grand scheme for
sailore all around the globe.

¢t If more than 800,000 British snilors,
and as many Americeus, all speaking En-
glish, navigate every sea, and visit every
part of the globe, allcapable of exerting
grreat influence for good or for evil, are in
a measure left destitute of religious instruc-
tion, and anything like pastoral care, it
is high time that the Churches on both
tides of the Atlautic were organizing some
means of reaching so large a class of men
with appliances suited to their character
and wants.” ¥

Harbour Missions may be the means of
preparing the merthaadise of great cities to
spread holiness to the Lord. We must
tofer to the Memoir for Rosie’s jottings of
his expanded plan, and enter on that brief
dismissal which terminated his earthly
exertions,

Sickness, from over exertion in the Lot
climate, rendered ajourney to the hills fe-
¢essary. The last letter which Mr. Rosie
seems to have written to his sisters, has
this little expression of home interest, « 1
cannot tell how glad we are to hear of the
revival at Newhaven, and t> receive such
cheering accounts of the North-east Coast
Missione.” e meant to write to the Direc-
tors of that mission “ to rejoice with them;”
Lut next mail day he had entered into his
rest, and rejoiced with the saiutsand angels
in glory.

When a scrvant of God enters his celes-
ti1l abode, not only do the angels wait to
bear Lim, but the mourners left below are
interested to learn particulars of the fare-
well struggle.  We are indebted to the
heart-stricken widow for the closing scene.
They had reached the healthy Mahabalesh-
war hills, 5000 foet above the level of the
sea, and restoration scemed at first promis-

* Memoir, page 232 -
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ed; but disease and death wefe appointed
victors over the house of clay, and the spir®
was set free far from his native isle.

Mrs. Rosie says:—*Awaking from #
slumber, he repeated with emphasis tb?
words, * He maketh intercession for us. H¢
maketh intercession with groanings thet
cannot beuttered” He then looked at m?
and said—‘I am going home. My fathe’
is calling me, and I am quite ready’
could not speak, and he continued :— Y&
I am guite ready. I have just a simp*
faith in Jesus, my Redeemer. It is j“"
like a littde child’s—O0, I shall soon
Him.” Then lowering his voice, with 1%
creasing solemnity, with a grandeur #%
dignity of manner that quite overawed ¥
he said: < Do you know that glory is bres¥’
ing upon me? Soon, soon unspeakab
glories shall burst upon my vision, and‘
shall see my Redesmer.’ For some m?
utes he thusspoke in such a strain of %
tare and holy triumph, descriptive of ‘b',
glory of heaven and the blessedness iP
awaited him, that I was quite overpower®”
and am still unable to recall much of W'b
he said. When he paused, I said to hi
¢ How mysterious it is that you should P’
called away so suddenly, and should 1".’”‘
me alone on this hill? ¢Yes,’ he repl®”
*but not alone.’ *ButI cannot,’ I said, ‘P
with you so soon.” With a Jook of surp"’,o’
and in a tone loud enough to be heard
the adjoining room, he rejoined, « O, ¥ s
I am to be for ever with the Lord P Th®
slowly, and as if bringing himself dow? y
wy state of mind, he repeated the wo!

“ But Isce it is the separation you are thi®
ing of. Well, I am in Christ, and 1bs"®
good bope that you are in Christ; and ¥y
must meet; 1 am only going before zoﬂ',
Then gathering himself up with a tﬂ“b.
pbant expression that filled me with aW®
said, ¢ Now then, kiss me in Jesus.' o
I became unconscious for a fow mint g
and the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Deans, Am"”z
Missionaries, enterad the room, . They ™*
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"‘mﬂﬂ&ing in their kind attentions, Mr,
"+ asked the deur sufferer if Christ was pre-
©ous to him, <O yes,’ he replied, ‘very
Precious, T have been agreat sinner; but
.have found a great Saviour. Sixteen
Yeary ago, he sought me, and found me,
%d brought me to himself’ Mr. Dean
Ofered prayer, aftar which he asked if any
e else would pour out his heart before
od; whereupon Mr. Martinnant prayed.
r that Mr. Rosie evidently engaged in
"Yer himself, though inso low a tone
3t he could scarcely be heard. This was
Ut ten in the forenoon.
. “I agked him what message he had for
o Sisters; he sighed and said, ‘ This wil]
b to them their greatest earthly trial;
M jugt tell ther what I have told you,
::l that I shall meet them again’ On
Y friend entering the room, Lealways
OMmended mo to their care. Mr. Dean
- “pecially asked to see me taken care
Ul T reached Bombay, adding with
; uch emplasis, * There are kind friends
omlay. :
r“ Ij‘ur some time Lo continned giving ex-
ion to Lis joy atthe prospect of dying
. of ‘going bome, as ho loved to cill it
s “if this Le dying,’ he said, « Low eusy it
. die’  Then turning to me. he would
*7~ You know that to me to die ia
‘ eaf gain  Closing his eyes he said,
“ih to exist only for thy glory; Jesus,
% take me to thyself.
]ilt‘]‘eAfulr this, he was able to speak but
» aud soon thereatlessness of ceath was

i M. At Lis request I read some por-
g of
L1

v, ™ *Llay my sins on Jesus, always a
Wi, b listened to with special dlight.
o L bogan to repeat *Tha hour of ny
Partyrg :

K Ure's come, he said, ¢ Ah, these were

YIng words of my sainted wother,
R shall soon see her, Then his ex-

98 became 5o lighted up, that I cousd

¢ scripture and repeated hymus, to:
of vt , i
which he fachngly responded.—Fhe
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not help speaking of it to him, but beonly
murmored forth such expressions as these,
+The Lamb of God—The sea of glass—
The Lamb in the midst of the Throne.
Then I asked bim if he could see me, he
replied, ¢ Partially.” After that he put his
hang, already cold, over my face, but it
fell down powerless, and I heard the words,
* Dear, dear Maggie, farewell’
4 Still the work of dying continued, an
I almost wished to see him released. To
every question I put, he replied with a
countenance radiant with joy, ¢ The Lamb
of God, the Lamb of God.” He contit.ued
slowly sinking, yet perfectly conscious an:l
acute. Seeing him uneasy, and not think-
ing death so near, I said, ¢Is Jesus with yoa
now, dearest ¥ with a great effort he said,
‘Yesy and after a few more breaths were
drawn, the weary wheels of life at last stoel
gtill, and his spirit was with the Saviour, I
heard some one near me exclaim, ‘Viefory !
victory! He is the cougueror now. I
closed his eyes, and was taken away.”
The palanquin and bearcrs that carried
him up the Ghauts, bore Lis remains to
rest in the English cemetery, beside those
of Mr. Gioves, an American missionary,
and bis widow has returned to her home.
His Master called, and his heart leapt wp
to heaven, but not till he has opened a
door for mariners, which it is hoped will
pat close till «there be no more sea.”
Thomas Rosie rests from his lubours,
but bis works do follow him.

e et @) e e

A SOLEMN THOUGHT.

With its present yearly income, it wiil
take the British and Forcign Bible Society
more than 600 ycars to supply a copy of the
Scriptures to each of the seven hundred
millicns of poor benighted heathen.

57 The sum which is spent every year
in Great Britain and Ireland for intoxicating
drinks, would enable the Bociety to ctfecy
this object in one yenr ) ‘

# Doth God seel”



‘torenounce your occupations.

490 THE GOOD NRWS,

«SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM.”

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness. "—Matt. vi. 33

The gate of that kingdom is “riGurEOUS-
NEss;” that is, you enter it, and get into
citizenship therein by becoming righteous ;

-and you become righteous by taking as

your own the merit, the worthiness, the
obedience, the satisfaction of the Righte-
ous One.

Now, you are not asked to retire to a
monastery—to give up present duties—
No !it is
to those who are engaged with life’s busy
pursuits that Christ’'s call comes, “ Seek
FirsT the kingdow;” which implies that
vou may certuinly seek other things also in
their place; you need not abandon your
work and business; nay, vou must not re-

Tinquish that ealling wherein God places

you; but, ¢ Seek rirst the kingdom.” Put
the eterual kingdom and glory in their
right place.

Are you reeking it “ first,” who are seek-
ing it only once a week, only on a sabbath,
only on a sickbed? Are you secking it
“first, who seek it easily* lazily, languid-
ly #—you who give more time to the news-

paper, and the gossip of a tea-table? Is‘;

this seeking it “ first?”
Ave you seeking it “ first ” whose souls’

depths were never stirred by the thought

of it —you whose desires and hopes are al-
ways tending toward earth?

Are you sceking it  firs,” who are con-
tent without having found it who sit down
untroubled though the kingdom is not
won? Are you giving it the chief place?,

Are you sceking it “first " every day?
Is it the foremost thought when vou arise?
Does it linger with you as yon f. Il asleep ?
Does the rolemn shadow of it rest on you.
throughout the day ?

Young man, are you <ecking the king-
dom “first™? What ! proposing to seck
it after you are scttledl, or perhaps, de-
scending the vale of years? 1s this not
deliberatoly despising the Lord ¥ He says
“ Seck it first;” you say “not yet.”

Aged man, have you sought it «first”
—all your days? * If not, snrely now,

‘now, at kst it is to find its place!

Rich man, the Lord cries to- you « Beek
the kingdow first.” :

‘complying with this call,

Poor nisn, al other things will bb added
if you eeek this first. ‘

Minister of Christ, do you seek youf
people’s esteemn and goodwill, and you!
own comfort! Hear the word, * Seek tH?
kingdom frst.” :

Knd little child, begin your life with
“One thing ¥
needful.”  * One thing have I desired ¢
the Lord, and will seck after; that I lﬂ?!
behold the beauty of the Lord, and ¥
quire in his temple.”

This we know, that when the Lord cﬂ“‘,:
to earth, He sought first the Fathef
glory and our salvation. Every thing W’
subservieut to these great ends. ng}‘
and day, in heat and cold, in wearif
and in watching, in pain and in temptati®
He sought first the glory of God and
salvation; and now asks us, for our o
iuterests’ sake, a8 well as because it is 'lf‘
most reasonable, “ Seck, ye sons of ®
seck ye first the kingdom.” .
This also we know assuredly, that it 1# ¥
those, and only to those, who sought ‘1;
kingdom ¢ first  that the Loird, on HA)
return, (a duy that is ever getting neal";;'
will say, “ Come, ye blessed, snkerit
kingdom.” A AB

REVERENCE.

Reveronce for God is a feeling which w
great majority of human beings seem
possess ouly in a very slight and inadeq"’w
degree. God is seldom in their 1hougg’6;
and when they do think of him, it is 8
with emotions of dread and aversion 1
with any sentiment of genuine re\'ef"’;w
regard.  Now and then, when Lehold o
somestriking manifestation of Divine po¥ 4
they for a while stand in sensible a%e 4
their Maker; but their feeling is rather @
of slavish fear, aud it endures only dv 4
the alurming displays of God's ﬂ-“‘.’dv
energy, Few seem to have in any ’"Wf
degree that blending of filial love, and ¢4
awe, and holy fear, which constitute$
revereuce. 1t is, indeed, a mou rnf"lé:eﬁ
cuce of human  depravity, that the &7
Buing, hefore whom angels bow, 3“ould
whose sight the heaveus are uncleam, 31 i
Le regarded so little by the intellige? g
habitants of earth, although they ”":J_ i

| stantly surrounded and overshado®
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THY . GOOD NEWS.

the wondarful. displays. of his. infinite
wer, '
. Those who have experienced reverence
for God in"a high degree have declared it
%0 be one of the sweelest emotions of which
Yhey have ever been conscious, It will be
ound 4o be so. To love is sweet; to rever-
®ce is 1o less so. It is delightful to look
P toa power whichis irresistible, to a
Wisdom which is unbounded, to a holiness
ich is of burning purity. Tt is sweet to
%l that we ave entirely in the grasp of
t infinite almightiness, and that it caa
©ver fail to protect and defend us. It is
tFeet to know that that illimitable wisdom
llC'Pollghly comprehends us, and absolutely
Uerstands and perceives every sorrow
At pains our henrts; that itis cognisant
évery want which man cannot supply,
Lof every virtue which man refuses to
ognize, and of every grief with which

f‘“ fails to sympathize.” It i3 swest to
Bl;l'ow that that spotless holiness will ever

10e far Lefore us, beckoning and guiding
in obward to higher and higher attainments
2 the divine life. It is, indeed, delightful
'e in the bands of an iofinite God, and

%l that his might and wisdom and love
" and will do for us everything that our
8t ardent desires and aspirations can seek,

—_———we

O THAT I HAD WINGS!
Ps. 1v. 6; Isa, x1. 31.

%
‘g‘gge thou then,” the voice said,  whether
Raj 18 or that's the better thing—
Bhow-tinted dove's soft feather
nm: the eaglc’s ruffied wing 7
¢ by the better!”—4 Rest thou stilll
Losn thy heart of hearts abase thee;
® thy will in God's great will.
In I)I’_"'Dd Lye He will upraise thee
18 own good time and season,
nd “n ’tis meet that thou shouldst go,
Wl“’}” show the fullest reason
ing) De kept thee here below.
By 58 of doves shall not be given;
Ouo lift thee up to heaven
0 shalt have entire dominion
Thou ¢ cagle's soaring pinion,
shalt mount to God's own eyrie,
hoy g1 cc0Ine & crowned saint,
-W‘l‘;{halt run and not be weary,
'Pher and ncver faint;
No ®fore utter no complaint.”
o Ilie upon my bed
1 s;‘"mg,, b it s’;, '
il ‘t”flt in faith ‘and hope
.. ¢ engle’s wings sball grow,”

--% .. Dm. Gzorae WILSON.

ahl

BUNYAN IN PRISON.

*“I was had home to prison.”

Home to prison! And wherefore not?
Home is not the marble hall, nor the luxu-
rious furniture, nor eloth of gold. If home
be the kingdom where man reigns, in his
own monarchy, over subject hearts—if
home be the spot where fireside pleasures
gambol, where are heard the sunny laugh
of the confiding child, or the fond “ What
ails thee {” of the watching wife—then every
essential of home was to be found, “except
these Londs,” in that cell on Bedford Bridge.

b There, in the daytime, is the heioine wi'e,

at once bracing and soothing his spirit with
her leal and womanlv tenderness; and sit-
ting at his feet, the child, a clisping tendril,
blind and best beloved. There on the table
is the Book of Madrtyrs, with its records of
the'men who were the ancestors of hisfaith
and Jove; those old and heaven-patented
nobility, whose blade of knighthood was the
hallowed cross, and whose chariot of tri-
umph - was the ascending flame. There,
nearer to bis hand, is the Bible, revealing
that secret source of strength which over-
powered each manly heartand nerved each
stalwart arm; cheering his own spirit in
exceeding heaviness, aud 1naking stroug,
through faith, for the obedience which is
even unto death. Within him the good
conscience bears bravely up, and he is wea-
poned by this, as by a shield of triple mail.
By his side, all unseen by casual guest or
surly warder, there stands, with heart of
grace and cousolation strong, the heavenly
Comforter; and from overhead, as if anoint-
ing him already with the unction of recom-
pense, there rushes the stream of glory.
And now it is nightfull. They have had
their evening worship, and as in another
dungeon, *the prisoners heard them.” The
Llind clild receives the fatherly benedie-
tion, the last good-night is said to the dear,
ones, and Bunyan is alone,  Iis penis in
his hund, and the Bible on the table. A
solitary lamp dimly relieves the darkness.
But theve is fire in his eye, and there 1=
passion in hissouls < He writesas if joy did
make him write.”  He has feh all the ful-
ness of his story. The pen moves too slow-

| ly for the rush of feeling as he graves his
{whole heart upon the page. There is

beating over him a storm, of inspiration.
Great thoughts are striking upon his braia
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and flushing upon hischeek. Clondy and
shapeless in their earliest rise within his
miund, they darken into the gigantic or

brighten ‘nto the beautiful, until &t length | {

he flings them into bold and burning words.
Rare visions rise before him. He is in a
dungeon no longer. He is in the palace
Beautiful, with its sights of renown and
songs of melody, with its virgins of come-
liness and of discretion, and with its win-
dows opening for the first kiss of the sun.

" His soul swells beyond the measure of his

cell. It isnot a rude lamp that glimmers
on Jis talle. It is no louger the dark Ouse
that rolls its sluggish waters at hia feet.d
Hisspirit has no sense of bondage. No
iron has entered into his soul. Chainless
and swift he has soared to the Deluctable
Mountaius; the light of heaven is around
bim; the river is the one clear as cry:tal,

which floweth from the throne of God
and of the Lamb; breezes of paradie
blow freshly across it, fanving bis temples
and stirving his hair.  From the suimit
of the hill Clear he entches raresplendours;
the New Jerusalem sleeps in its eternal
noon; the shining ones are there, each one
a crowned harper unto God; this is the
land that is afar off, and that is the King
in his beanty; until prostrate bepeath the
insufferablesplendour the dresmer fails up:n
his knees, and sobs away Lis agony of glad-
ness in an ecstasy and praise.  Now think
of these things: endearing istercourse with
wife and chillren, the ever fresh and ever
comforting Bible, the tranquil counscience,
the regal imaginings of the min:, the faith
which realized them all, and light of God's
approving face shining, broad and bright
upon the soul, and you will understand the
undying memory which made Bunyan
quaintly write, « [ washad home to prison,”
—Punshon's Lecture on Bunyan,

BEGINNINGS OF EVIL,

The words, * that ye cater not into tempta-
tion,” seem to eay very pointedly. « Beware
of the beginning—of the beginning;” £ r it is
in futal connection with the pext easuing, and
yet concenls whit,is bebind. And since
temptation is sure to be early with its begin-
ningg, r0 100 thonld wsiching and praying;
ealy in life; eorly i1 the day;early in every
sndertuking. What haste the man must make
who would be bufcrehand with temptation!
weFoster, S

THE GOOD NEWS:

A CHILD'S SACRIFICE. -

1 John il 18, »My little children, let us nok
love ix:hz:)rd, neither in tongue; but in deed, snd
n tru

A child had a beautiful canary, which
sang to him from early morning. The moth-
er of the child was ill,—so ill, that the son§
of the little bird, which to the boy was delici
ous music, disturbed and distressed her 80
that she could scarcely bear to hear it. He
putitin a room faraway, but the bird’s notes

reached the sick bed, and caused pain to hef

in her long, feverish days. One morning, 88
the child stood holding his mother's hand;
he saw that when his pet sang, an expressio?
of pain passed over her dear face. She h
never yet told him that she could not best
the noise, but she did so now. :

“1t is no music to me,” she said, se b¢
agked her if the notes were not pretty.

He looked at her in wonder. « And d¢
you really dislike the sound?”

“Indeed I do,” she said.

The child, full of love to his mother, leff -

the room. The golden feathers of the prett]
canary were glistening in the sunshine, an®
he was thrilling forth his loveliest notes; bv
they had ccasei to please the boy. TheY
were no longer pretty or soothing to him
and taking the cage in his hand, he left th?

house. When he returned, he told his mothr

er that the bird would disturb her rest 09
more, for he bad given it to his little cousi?

“ But you loved it so,” she said; « bo¥

could you part with the canary?” o

“1 loved the canary, mother,” he replied:
“but I love you more. I could not resllf
love anything that gave you pain, It woul
not be true love if Idid.”"—The Quiver.

THE WQRLD OF LIGHT.

——

Since o’er thy footstool here below,
Buch radiant gems are strewn,
Oh! what magnificence must Tow,
My God! about thy throne%
Bo brilliant here those drops of light—
There the full ocean rolls how bright!

I nighte's blue curtein of the sky
With thousand stars inwronght,
Huug like a royal canopy,
With glittering diamonds franght—
Be, Lord, Thy termple's onter veil,
What wplendor at the shrine must dwell!

The dazzling sun at uoontide bour,

Flinging o'cr earth thie golden shower,

4
Forth from his faming v:sn, o

Tjll vale 2nd rountain blaze— ‘o

Bat shqws, 0. Lord! one bear of TINE:

What then, the day where thou dost ghine!
Ab! how shall these dim eyes endure, .

That noon of living rays,
how may spirit eo impure,
a the glory
Anoint 0 ! anoint my
And'robe ue for that world uf ligkt

gaze? s

St Dre Mubledal
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~ Babbath School Lessons,
d@gm4&.

THE SOWER.—Marr. xim. 138,

_‘)MOH account of the great multitudes which
Collected to hear Him, our Baviour taight

%’n from a boat moored in the sea of Galiles, |-

M; short distance from the beach. Jesus
t8ht in parables, not to conceal his doc:
"l,'lnes. from 'his hearers, but on the contrary to
wicidate and enforce them by comparing them
Datural objects. Probably there were

208 engaged in sowing sved in the neigh-
“"Dg fields at the time our Baviour taught,
ivg df would render the parable the more

187.~THE PARABLE,
te o7 & The wayside~The path between
p%g‘élds, which had not, of course, been pre-
v for the reception of the seed.
‘ither' 5. Stony places.—Not stones mingled
of the earth, but places where a thin layer
Ve, 0il covered the rock. In such places
tion would, of course, be rapid; but for
w of sufficient nourishment it would soon
Ithered and destrayed under the influences
light and heat, which are so favourable
VoS 80wn on good soil.
\d:"~.7- Thorns sprung up and choked them
%tphved them of the heat, air, and nourish-
[ 'bﬂecessary to their growth. To ensure
53 indant harvest, not only must the soil be
v but weeds must be carefully eradicated.

v 2Np.—THE EXPLANATION.
Wora- 19. The word of the kingdom—the
O God—the gospel. It is sown by
b 10g in the sanctuary, by teaching in the
ior th~school, by spiritual conversation, by
N@"“‘* tracts and periodicals.
(;- 19. Wayside hearers are those who
Divips 9’8 Word slightingly, are heedless of
® chastenings, and neglect oppertunities.
vq'tg Attend the preaching of the Word from
I kim or formality, and are heedless alike of
| lovitations and of its awtul warnings.
the o .%8rn to be on our guard against Satan,
Sr-active and watchful enemy of our
©.v.8,9. The Jews were examples
y&"ﬂyme hearers. .
gy 20. The slony grownd hearers. Such
Gmmﬁ:?oh the Christian warfare without
Niep & the cost. They desire happiness
Meru‘?nv'holiness. They are the '“ fair-
f thg 1 COristians” They like the profession
w,.,,;bngmn of Christ well enongh in time
they e, but lot adveraiz“onee arise and
o T e e i
3 o8, jo: y
iu;&oﬂ hearing the Word, in 'Pl",i;el‘, or
tro-other. ordinances. - But the root

Ver,

b

y
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of the matter not Bolug in thew, their life not
being hid with Christ ip @ od, the ions
and affiictions which serve to strengthen and
confirm the faith of the true believer are
stumbling-blocks to them. l.et us hence learn
the need of self-examination. Does Christ
dwell in our hearts by faith ? If so we may
say with godly reliance upon his grace,—
“Let troubles rise, let térrors frown,
And days of darkness fall,
Through him all dangers we'll defy;

And more than conquer all.”

Ver. 22. Seed among the thorns. These
thorns are said to be worldly cares. The
anxiety of the farmer about the weather, of
the merchant about the result of his specula-
tions, of children about their play. In what-
ever heart worldly concerns occupy the first
place, the seed of the Word is choked. We
cannot serve God and mammon.

Ver. 23. He that reccived seed into the
good ground—ground prepared for the recep-
tion of the seed by the Holy Spirit. God can
give us the hearing ear and the understanding
heart, if we seek them from him. Aund if the
good seed has taken root in our hearts, it will
bear fruit. According to the measure of
grace given unto us, we shall manifest our love
to God and to our fellow-men in our good
works.

August 31st, 1862,

WATER BECOMES BLOOD.
Exob. vir. 1-25.

1. The Lord encourages Moses and Auron
to go unto Pharaoh. ‘

Thave made thee a god unto Pharaoh—a
god, not essentially, but by commission. A
divinely appointed delegate-=having power
to punish even a powerful monarch by the
infliction of plagues. And as God has been
pleased to make known his will to man through
the instrumentality of his prophets, so was
Moses to commuuicate with Pharaoh by means
of Asron. Jnd I will harden Pharaok’s
heart—that is, I will permit it to be hardened
by withholding my grace, and by giving hLim
up to the Celusions of Satan- and his own
wicked heart. Jnd the Egyptians shall
know that Iam the Lord—If we refuse to
know the Lord asa God of mercy we shall be
compelied to know him as a God of justice.
We shall be made to feel the power of his
wrath,

2. varon’s red becomes @ serpent.

Moses and Aaron had before entreated
Pharaoh in the name of Jehovah to allow the
people to go and worship in the. wilderness—
they' now, upon being chalienged to do so,
produce their credentials. Mor the mugi
dions of Egypt, they also did in like munner
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‘apith their enchaniments. Ofthese magi-
cians, we find that Jannes and Jambres were
the principal; 2 Tim. iii. 8. There are three
different ways of acgounting for the rods of
the magicians being changed into serpents.
Some think that the magicians performed
their apparent miracles by sleight of hand.—
In the practice of this deception they may
have employed a species of snake, said to be
common in Egypt, which when held in a par-
ticular manner becomes so rigid as closely to
resemble a rod. Others believe that they
performed miracles by Satanic agency. The
third opinion is, that the Lord, unexpectedly
to the magicians themselves, changed their
rods into serpents. Nor is there in this view
anything inconsistent with the Divine attri-
butes. That Moses and Aaron were commis-
gioned by God was sufficiently attested by the
fact that Moses’ rod swallowed up those of
the magicians. Certainly the idea that Satan
or any created being has the power of chang-
ing arod into a serpent is to be rejected as
utterly absurd.  The infinite wisdom and

ower of God are as mavifest in the mechan-
ism of a serpent as they are in the flower that
decks the field, the sun that shines in the
firmament, or the structure of the universe.

3. The waters of the river are turned into
blood.

*Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning.—
Pharaoh resorted at that season to the river,
perhaps for exercise, but more probably for
the purpose of worshipping the -Nile, as it,
or its tutelary deity, wag one of the chief
idols of the Egyptians. In Egypt, the anual
overflowings of the Nile compensated for the
want of rain, and the same river supplied the
inhabitants of that country with abundance of
fish. 'The waters of the Nile are clear and
wholesome. For these reasons the Egyptians
adored their river—* they worshipped and
served the creature morve than the Creator.”—
They shall be turned to blood. "This was the
first of the ten plagues iuflicted upon the
Egyptians. The Lord is ever merciful ; he
warned Pharaoh before sending the judginent.
That which had been the source of the chief
comforts of the Fgvptians, became to them,
for a time, & most grievous nuisance. How
awful must it have heen to have witnessed
those vast streams of blood putrefying under
the burning sun of that country ! All the fish
in the river died, their dead bodies adding to
the general mass of corruption. "The waterin
all their streams, and in all their vessels,
whether of wood or of stone, was converted
into blood. Let us take heed that the Gospel,
which like a stream of life flows through our
Jand, does not become to us, by our wilful and
obstinate rejection- of it, “ the savour of

death unto death.” JAnd the magicians ¢f ) lesrn—L. The love of

' remaine

- Saviour in his agony in Gethseman®;,

THE  GOOD NEWS.

Egypt did so with their enchantments, Thef
imifated or rather aped the miracle of Mosé*
by chnnging some of the little water, WhicP
in Bgypt, into blood. This
sufficient tq harden the wicked heart of Ph8"
aoh. It was not in the power of these m
cians to confer a benefit upon their count
men, by changing the blood into water
Satan, however specious may be his preten
only adds to the miseries of his votarie®
And all the Egyptians digged round ab?
the river for water to drink. The Lordaby
his great mercy, probably permitted them
this means to obtain some water. .
Learn—1. The power of God : everythln‘
is under his control. )
2. That God will most certainly po%
cruelty and oppression, either in this worl
in the next. "
3. That God mingles mercy with judgme®®
entreaties and miracles were tried with Pb
aoh before he was plagued,

September Tth.

THE TARES.—Marr. i1 24-30; 36"#
Here we have another picture i]lustﬂ:g;
of spiritual things. The sower in this par®
is the Son of Man. Ministers of the g% 4
Sabbath-school teachers, all good men ar® 008
the instruments he employs. He sowed &
seed, but while men slept an enemy 8973
tares, Tares are a kind of grass, comm?
Palestine, which closely resemble wheat. %
are poisonous—stunving and making g $he
those who eat them. The good seed, 88
tares, as explained in ver. 38, mean respect‘qv
the children of God, and the ungodly-
enemy that sowed them is the devil.
the great enemy both of God and man. 44,
harvest is the end of the world —This W‘;nd;
and all that is in it, will soon come to 88
Ps. cii. 25, 26; Is. li. 6; 2 Pet. iii. 10 le‘rn
The reapers are the angels.—+We
from Seripture that those heavenly bemgfio\’
employed about the people of God, in 8 nu&d
missions of mercy and love. It was 8 hel'”
who first announced to the eastern shep wsd
the birth of our Lord; Luke ii. 11. Aﬂlossad
appeared administering comfort to our b Lo

¥
ge

xxii. 43. Tt was an angel who commuy;
to the women at the sepulchre the glad ¥ 3
of the resurrection, Matt. xxviii. 5; 3 4
Apostle informs us that “they are miBi®= gy
spirits, sent forth to minister for thel“,rh
shall be heirs of salvation;” Heb. i. 14 > "t
very angels will be employed by qu;ml o
instruments by whom héa will take sig
geance upon the wicked., .
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ml uot be destrayed until he has gathered
his fold the last of his saved ones.

& The great need there is of self-examin;
Hon—The wheat and tares grow side by
iy, JMere nominal professors are inter-

gled here with true believers, and there is
f;f‘l‘lt?ntly not much difference between them.
U let us not therefore judge censoriously of

<188, (God alone knows the heart, and with
S assistance, we may, taking his Word as our
B;gh, judge of the state of oufr ozvn he:irt;.

- The fearful punishment of the wicked.
;g.‘“thoug{ hy{)‘ocrzi,tks mingle here with the
ldren of Giod, it is gladsome to think that
®1® will ultimately be a complete and ever-
N d“g separation. Our merciful Saviour has |

® no gecret of the terrible destiny which ;
Periy those who die in their sins. Thosewho ,
wil :ll, after the enjoyment of gospel privileges,
. ne
wl‘;h(’ll.t warning. The punishment of the |
]ea:l_ly impenitent will be great, endless, hope-
ou. ver, 42; xxv. 46. How fearful the
iy Ught that those who have heen companions
10, may hereafter be mutual tormentors.
“p he happiness which awaits the just.—
By ®0 shall the righteous shine forth as the
Qw’“ the kingdom of their Father;” ver. 43.
Rey Vill acknowledge them to be his children;
b}y XXi- 7. They shall be made perfectly
Y (Col. i. 22), as well as perfectly happy
of Xxv. 10), and shall be opeuly acquitted
L

8l the gccusations of the enemy, before
Mbleq worlds; Matt. xxv. 34.
SPARROWS.

ver be able to say that they perished :

A g::t_ X, 29—31. “Are not two sparrows sald for
h“‘lnd Lg? and one of them shall not fall on the '
of You Without your Father. But the very hairs
‘herefor head are all numbered. Fear ye not.
Yowy 76 Ye are of more value than many spar- |
VI' |
fam?f value here indicated is equal to three |
Originngs of English money, farthingin the
Rog 281, being equal to the tenth part of a
The Penny.
e'ery Common house-sparrow is known in |
fOu‘ I;,‘"t of England, but they are seldom .
the . IRT from the abodes of men. During :
Pajpy %"mer months, they live chiefly in:
n be Ut at other times associate in larger
ely'3~ . They are voracious, and feed
m&tter On ingects, caterpillars, and decaying
Ragj,,  thougl they refuse not more delicate
t] th Bu.t for the constant war they wage
?b Kee ordinary house-fly, and the common
ndeﬂhi b‘lt!:erﬂy, their numbers would be
the tely increased. Though themselves

q4
cheereatro)'ers of corn and fruit, they still

Pup, 0
)

T abodes, and serve some important
The "

“’m

t;ilfa"-"“ which flutter and twitter
v,a-pldated buildings at Jerusalem,
ice8 of the city walls, are very nu-

ails you.”

isif only you believe.”
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merous. In some of the more lonely stroets.
they are 80 noisy as almost to overpower
every other sound. A person who resided
in the country told me thut these birds are
iametimes brought to market in order to be
sold as food. Being so small and abundant,
their value singly must, of course, be trifling;
and hence, as the custom of selling them was
an ancient one, we sce how pertinent was the
Saviour’s illustration for showing how min-
utely God watches over all events, and how
entirely His people may rely on His care and
goodness.

Affection of the Sparrow.—A very pretty
trait of natural affection, on the part of the
despised little sparrows, occurred in Perth
some years since. A sparrow, which had
been seized by a cat, wag rescued by a lady,
but the poor bird was so much hurt as to be
totally unable to fly and rejoin its compan-

" jons, who assembled on the top of the dyke.
{ The lady took her little charge, aud placed

it in the inside of her window, when several
of the birds sought to comfort their wounded
mate. Many encircled him, while others
went for food, with which he was liberally
supplied. Till able to join his companions,
these attentions were continued; and the
lady might be seen, while ¢cngaged with her
needle from day to day, with several birds
around her.

THE LITTLE EVANGELIST.

After a meeting held for the revival of
religion, a young man in the gallery was
observed to weep bitterly. The minister's,
little son obscrved him, and thought, « If I
could only get away from grandinamma, I
would speak to him about Jesus.” The child's
grandmother presently got enzrossed in talk-
ing on the same blessed subject to some anxi-
ous souls; and he slipped away without her
perceiving it, ran to the staircase, and met
the young man coming down. ¢ What ails
you?” asked the child, ¢ Oh, I want to see
Mr. S. the minister.” “I'll do for you just
as well as papa,” said the little fellow; ¢ for
you want to hcar about Jesus—that's what
« Well, and what do you know
about Jesus?’ ¢« Why, he is my very own
Saviour! and He will be your Saviour too,
this very minute, and take away all your sins,
“ And areall your sins
taken away?” asked the young man. “Yes
every one of them. Do you think I could
call Jesus my Saviour unless he had rcally
taken them all away for ¢ver?” Five or six
other young men had gathered round to hear
this conference with the child, who added—
«And if these boys would also believe on
Jesus, he would takeaway their sins at once!”
The young men wentaway thoughtful. The
first speaker was hopefully converted to God,
See how even a child can successfully préach
Christ's Gospel, when he feels it himself.—=m
¢ Sabbath Schaol Times. ‘
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A SEETCH IN BRENTHORD.

One moming, I called at a cottage, and

und an old man with a cup of tea before him
wnd dry bread; everything looked clean aud
orderly. On entering, I wished him “Good
mornisg.”

He asked me to sit down. I saw plainly
that #re was afflicted; he had been paralyzed,
and his speech was very much affected.—
“ Well, my friend,” said I, “have you got a
Bible?” »

He replied, “I cannot read.”

“Then I will read to you.”

1 read from the 3rd chapter of St. John.—
He listened with deep attention, and was very
much struck with the 16th verse. I read it
twice to him, and told him it was God’s own
‘Word, and spoke to him of the love of Christ.
He wept very much, then kneeling down, I
prayed. On leaving him, he said, “1 don’t
know how to pray.” I then read part of the
18th chapter of St. Luke. He wasvery much
struck with the publican’s prayer, and, with his
haod on his heart, said he was a great siuner.

On my next visit, he wasnot at home, butI
saw his wife, anice, clean looking-woman. She
8aid, “My old man is not in.”  On inquiring
how he was, she said, “ He makes me feel
quite miserable; he is so dull and mopish, I
cannot get him to speak to me. Are you the
person who came and read to him. He said
you were very kind. Ie went to chapel on
Sunday, which he never would do before.”

As I was leaving the house, I saw him
standing against the wall, leaning on his stick;
I wulked up to him, wishing him “Good
morning.”

“ My friend,” he said, “will you be so kind
as to tell me that prayer again?’ I said,
“Yes,” and walked with hiin in-doors. His
wife said she wus very glad I had come to talk
to him; it was of no use for her to say any-
thing, they were so ignorant, and both wanted
teaching. I read again the 3rd of St. John
angd the 18th of St. Luke: we kueeled down
and prayed; he appeared to be deeply con-
vinced of sin.

I invited him and his wife to our cottage
prayer meeting. They came, and the room
was soen filled. Many earnest prayers were
offered to God that night. It was evident
there was a powerful struggle going on in the
mind of the poor old man; his whole body
appeared to shake, his hands were clasped, and
he seemed engaged in fervent prayer. Whilst
singing that beautiful verse,

4 He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
And sets the prisoner free;

His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood avails for me.”

"Heuaid, “I do believe it avails for me. My

THE GOOD NEWR,

sins are_pardoned; miy load of ghiit 18 o
one. Yamhappy, bappy. Inever felt o
this before. I feel quite a new man.” bl
bidding me “ good ‘night,” he said “ God b! o
you, and bless the Lord.” His simplicitéﬁodi
great. He went down to his house jus
rejoicing in the God of his salvation. ﬂ
him nearly every day after this; his eyes woilt
beam with joy whenever he saw me, and plac
his hand upon his heart, he would say; “I
happy, happy.” o
A few days after his conversion he ¥
taken ill. His wife was leading him
prayer meeting when he was seized with 8
and was obliged to be conveyed home. EléY
days after this hedied. I visited him duf®
his illness: I think he was the most pat!
sufferer I ever saw. Whenever I com’egad
with him in reference to his confidence in"“;
his answers were satisfactory. On one occﬂs"‘
I said to him * You are passing through of
valley of the shadow of death; have you
fear?” He replied, * No: happy, hﬁl’g;
going to Jesus.” He felt very anxious 0:;“;
his wife, and wished her to promise to %y
him in heaven. On his son asking him 1’;)&
wanted anything, he said, * No; I have 8 o
ter hothe than this prepared for me. I ¥
you to promise to go to chapel and meet o
in heaven.” T said to him, « When yo8 yﬂ‘
zot speak to tell us you are happy will ii?
wave your hand?” The last time I sa¥W
was on the Sunday evening; he was very ¥ e
I said, “ You will soon be in glory,” to ¥
he replied “yes.” On leaving I bid et
farewell for the last time; he waved his b Bl
and never spoke after. On the MOMS
he died. * His happy spirit took its
from a world of suffering and sorroW '"ae
for ever with the Lord. To God be
praise! .
Since the death of the poor old man bi# "y
has found peace. His son has sign
pledge, and says he never felt so happy
life.
done, but how much 1s still wanting*
Bible Woman's Jowrnal.

THE SYCAMORE TREE

Luke xix. 4, “ And he ran befd !
climbed up into a sycamore tree to 866~
for He was to pass that way.” M

603. The Sycamore Tree.=Dr. Tho s“
|in % The Land and in the Book,” Show
the sycamore is the same with the 8Y' -t ’
tree ; and that neither is the mulbe™?'pd
many critics maintain. Then he bri® ,
with great clearness and force the I 1
of six different passages of Scripture. "
ireo generally planted by the "y:i:‘;’
giant arms, stretching often quité -

bw L

: .
I am very thankful for what the Loﬁfﬂ
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a- This accounts for its being chosen by
h.‘h‘\ls, as at once easy to climb, and also

fordimg a good view of the Saviour as
fmi%’%lled along (Luke xix. 4). Again, the
the 18 small, very insipid, and used only by
my, Poorer classes. Hence, & gatherer of
acduore fruit would belong to the humbler
'1\:“,&8 Amos implies (Amos vii. 24).—
g tree algo strikes its roots to a great depth,
byy,, 2 Size they correspond to the large
the C0€8 above; thus giving great force to
i, Tords of Christ (Luke xvii, 6), “ Say to
Tagg 8ycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the
g%" But the mulberry trece, with which
¢ confound it, is more easily uprooted

Cony MBY other tree of the same size in the
thpy Y- Theauthor might have added, that

Bregq VY branching top of the sycamore gives |
Lo, force to the additional statement of our
gt 3 - Be thou planted in the sea;” for itis

€ thou cast into the sea, there to float
to, Vear away; but, Be thou planted there,
of thow and flourish ; a beautiful illustration
the © 8eeming impossibilities wrought by
“y POWer of faith; as Stier says, in his
gy 2Tds of Jesus” (iv. 258), ¢ It is a perfect
iy H :31bilit,y in the course of nature, and so
n‘t‘lrzpe and symbol of the spiritual, super~
fnnlt“labgding of believers tirm in the tu-
it Us shifting sea of this world, Kl as
frec f offence and sin.” The wood of this
ing 3 80ft and of little value, thus illustrat-
X gy € mcaning of Isa. ix. 10, and 1 Kings
lo"I; -Ang, last of all, it grows only on the
Tug
n Ans.  Dr. Russell omits it altogether
Rot 1, 18 list of trees around Aleppo; it can-
o €in a plain so far north as that. It
gl‘t ?}f of the wonders wrought in Egypt,
RIM 83. Ixxviii. 47). Dr. T. might have
Vyep ferred to 1 Chron. xii. 29, “Over the
bau'an(f}'ﬂ trees in the low plains was Baal-

—— e —

- THE FULNESS OF JESUS.

To _
el ;he half of his kingdom, the Peysian mon.
g "OMised whatover his queen might ask:
Uy, by “lerouy, ri ght royal as wus hisoffer, it helps
;:f a n]‘h very meanupss—as a molehill atthe foot
ey Cuntain, as a taper’s fecble yellow flame
e"‘ima Againsg the blazing sun—to form some
H&lt Hi ofthe houndless grace of ony Lord Christ.
éﬁamo“ Singdam! He offers nothing by halves.
oonfipgtise 13 illimitable. « All wine ix thive.”
“?“tineug hig generosity neither ta kingdoms, nor
N Who;“' Hor worlds, nor heavey itself, He lays
i*'!ay‘ t];e Gniverse at the poor ginner’s fect.—
g n"“y With feaya and cares! There is noth-
"f,‘lx Ak ‘ﬁed that we shall not get—nothing we
rither thnat_We shall nog receive. ¢ It pleased the
'»‘Mfem % in him should all fylness dwell,"—
::"ulee(,n:giDivine wealth, it T may so speak ta
Wi tlteq {10 the bank of lieaven, and giving us

o credit there, Jesus sdys, « All thil $
‘N‘MR ys' t uga

0."..% r.: in puy«.boﬂwing, e shall re-

eir sycamores were destroyed with |

NEWS: ur

' DANGER TO YOUTH FROM IM-

PROPER BOOKS.

Books of a certain kind are a fruitful source
of injury to the young.

Ours, we love to say, is a reading age; ands
few are the parents who do not feel gratified
to see their children become fond of this em-~
ployment. But we should make a great blun~
der if we conclude that all must be well be-
cause they subscribe for a magazjne, and are
often seen with a book in their handss What
tales of crime in its worst possible form have
been told within a few years, in some of the.
high places of our own land, as the known

i and recognized result of pernicious reading }

¢ Again and agzin have both adultery and

blood been traced to this single source. As
it regards the baoks with which the country
is fairly inundated, it may well be said, “ All
is not gold that glitters.”

If one contaius the bread of life, another is
filled with deadly poison. To say the least,
there is a kind of sickly sentimentalism per-
vading many of the faushionable volumes of
the day, which scarcely less really unfits the
reader for the duties of earth than for inter-
course with heaven. ¢ Such reading,” as
Hannah More well remarks, “ relaxes the
mind, which needs hardening—dissolves the

"heart, which needs fortifying—stirs the im-
3Ins, and cannot bear the cold of the

agination, which needs qnieting—irritates the
passions, which need calmivg—and, aboye all,
disinclines and disqnalities for active virtues
and spiritual exercises.” Young men must
take heed what they read, as well as how
they hear. The eye 1s as fruitful an inlet of
evif as the ear.

It is my deliberate opinion that thoughtful,
studious youth are exposed to few greater
perils than are to be found in books, So
fully am I convinced of this, that I could
see a large majority of the publications that
came in such crowds from the press consigned
to one enormous conflagration without &
lingering regret. The ahility to read and the
love of reading, like a thousand other things
good in themselves, have their attendant evils,
A bad book must exert a bad influence, and
the more touching it is in incident, and the
more captivating in style, the worse of neces=
sity this intlaence will be,

The heaviest eensures upon sach works
have fullen sometimes from the anthors them-
selves.  Goldsmith, though a very popular
novelist and writer of plays, gave this advice
in respect to the education of a nephew ;
« Ahove all things never let him touch a navel -
arromance,” Moore had gaod sense and

ight feeling enough to keep hiz voluptueua
lines from hia own daughters, though wot

'euough to preveut bis sending them whrged -
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into the world. Tt s affirmed, too, of a cele-
brated tragedian, that he- never allowed his
children to see the inside of a theatre. There
is ‘meaning in such opinions, coming from
such men .—Rev. Dr. Magie.

PURITY OF INTENTION.

That we should seek the glory of God
in every action we do, is expressed by St.
Paul:—¢% Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God.” When we observe this rule,
every action becomes religious, and every
meal an act of worship. With purity of
intention, the most common act of life is
sanctified ; but without it, even our devo-
tions are imperfect and vicious; for he that
Pprays out of custom, or §iVes alms for praise,
or fastd to be accounted religious, is but a
Pharisee in his devotion orin his alms, and
a hypocrite in his fast. If a man visit his
sick friend, and watches at his pillow for
charity’s sake, and because of his old affec-
tion, we admireit; but if he does it in hope
of a legacy, beis a vulture, and only watches
for the carcase. The same things are hon-
est and dishonest; the manner of doing
them, and the design, make the difference.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

ITALY.

A curious incident occured last month at Rome,
which shows that the Papal Government does not
feel jtself in circumstances to act as rigorously as
it would have-done a couple of years ago towards
any one circulating heretical hooks. A pious
clergyman of the Church of England, long a mis-
sionary in the West Indies, by name Rev. Mr. W,
Blood, was mercifuily preserved from shipwreck,
when. about ten years ago, the steamship “ Ama-
x%on” was burned at sea, and most of his fellow-pas-
sengers perished. Such an event most naturally
produced & deep impression on his mind; he pre-
pared and preached at Southampton, on the Sab-
bath after his arrival, a sermoun having reference
to it, and applying the danger he had so lately es-
caped spiritually to unconverted sinners. 1t was
afterwards printed, and gratuitously circulated by
its author, both in English and French. During
this late winter he resided in Nice; and had his
little tract printed in Italian. He never circulates

the Bible or other books, but the circulation of | fn

his “Lqgs of the Amazon” is cousidered by him
«preaching Christ;"” and if it appears to others a
monomania, he is to be honoured, at least, for the
untiring seal he displays. Among other places
-he visited Rome, and, by means which it would
be im(?rndenwo specify, got 600 copies of histract
‘introduced into that city. The work of distribu-
*Sion was begun by him at once, and planting the
tncts with priesta or monks is his highest aim.
Hp had not been long employed ere his doings

J the Old Testament, and 25000 of the s ¥ .

THE GOOD NEWS.

were reported to Monsignore Matteucei, the nésd
of the Police, and Mr. Blood had an official
atch summoning him to that worthy’s prewn“'
fle was most politely received and treated b“e
told that he must give up his tracts and 1”1".;
Rome immediately. It was promised him thatti.
former should be restored to him at Civita Vecch
when he left, and he stipulated that he Bho‘!n,
have a day or two to see Rome ere the latter 'y
junction was enforced. He was called a 8eco®,
time, and told that, instead of giving back s
books, they would give him an equivalent "
money, with which he might buy a new sopP;
when he got to Naples; and that as he bad f}:l“
anticipatamente for his lodgings, they would refv?®
the price to him, but that he must leave Bﬂi”“
immediately. He protested he did not want th®
money, but” that they should keep their promi®g
and give him up his books at the frontier; b“::;
last he wasobliged to accept the money and dep
News of this came to Mr. Consul Severn's €s™
who, concluding it would be an Inquisition ¢
telegraphed at once to Karl Russell for instructi®
and he was much suprised, when he waite "
Monsignore Matteucci, to be told by him that ‘h‘.
matter was amicably settied! Mr. Blood hlﬂ'
since been holding sensation meetings at NDP‘”
and Florence, with posters anouncing that M
tracts « have been provided at the expense of o
popal Government, and will be distributed [,;%
to the assembly.” It is well for him that his ot
to Rome was in 1862, when the agitation about o
temporal power occupies such attention, othe
he would Eave met with very different treatm
—iVews of the Churthes. : :

d
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Tue Herver Istanps are a group i ?:
North Pacific, which have been greatly blﬁaﬂ
sed by the labours of missionaries, and o
whole Bible, translated into their tongué b
been just printed in England and sent to the
The joy of the natives was very great W
they first arrived. As they brought the ¢! 7
from the sea-side to the mission-houses,
sang in their own language.

# The word is come, the volume completés 4
Let us learn the good word, our joy is greé”

At a public meeting held on the occasio®
one of the natives arose and said: “ My bre "
ren and sisters, thisis my resolution—the d il
shull never cover my Bible; the moths sh&”
uever eat it; the mildew shall never rot it}
light and my joy.” R

Byria.—There is & severe persecutiod .i!'
several points. The political prospeét

disquieting. But a spiritual work is iB ggﬁi :

gress. A physician, about fifty ycars of
formerly of the Papul Greek Church, Mo
been admitted to the Beirut Church. eusd
ord reports & growing interest in spifit o
things, and the Profession of ;Protcsiﬂ’}i 308
by many individuals in the field of the gia®
station, L
Povynesia.—Dr Turiler, from B8%7¢
reports that in seven years 7,000 mpi?éﬂ

have been soid in the Bamoan islands °_ .
remunerating prices. : c




