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BY A GBADUATE.

While ringlets fair and beauty’s smile,
And snow-whito brow—not fairer seen—
Entrance the admiring. gazo of some,
My tongue shall chant a nobler theme.

I'll sing the oye, the index true,
That paints the soul devoid of art;
I'll sing the eye, the avenue
Through which impressions reach the heart.

For beauty’s most tranicendent hue
Receives from thence its crowning graco;
For ’tis in truth theé sacred spring,
Whence halos sweet roll o’er the face.

Here we may learn the tale of woe,
Rehearsed in soms reluctant tear;

And test the biandishment displayed,
For what’s a smile not kindled hers ?

The tongue may falsify the heart,
Clothe its emotions in disguise;
But nature.then her truth imparts,

Writ in tho language of the cyes.

Hereby we know when joy and mirth
Their fives kindle in tho soul;

Nor less when o’er the tender heart
The bitter waves of sorrow roll.

There’s power in the lovelit glance,
Bofore which melt the feelings all;

As mountain snows, Stern Winter’s robe,
Dissolve and flow at gla*.co of Sol.

Two meet, and both are fond and true,
They speak not, neither make replies;
But in a sweet commingling gaze,
‘Their souls unite, poured from the oyes.

REMINISCENCES OF EUROPEAN STUDY
AND TRAVEL.—NO. 7.

BY PROF. D. M. WLLTOXN,

In my last article, allusion was made to
the Antwerp TCathedral. After admiring its
beautiful exterior, giving especial attention
to the great portal and the window over it

-
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with its rich tracery, we entered to gaze
upon something still more beautiful within.
This was Rubens’ farfamed masterpiece in
painting,—his

DESCENT FROM THE CROSS.

A visit to Antwerp without sceing this
celebrated picture would be a mistake in-
deed. To the art student it is in fact one of
the great sights of Europe. It is what is
called a winged picture, that is, a picture
consisting of three pieces, a main central
piece, and two side pieces, the latter of
which are so joined to the edges of the
former that they may fold in upon it and
cover it.

When these side pieces or wings are
thrown back they show a picture on their
inside, the subject of which may or may not
be related to that one in the centre.

The impression got by looking upon this
wonderful picture is hardly less strong and
vivid than would have been produced by the
reality. The white linen on which the body
of the Saviour lics, i3 a peculiar and very
effective feature in the composition. The
principal sigure itself is admirably conceived
and carefully drawn, and the attitude ex-
tremely expressive of the utter inertness of
a dead body. The arrangement of the
whole is most masterly and judicious, the
figures not too ponderous, and the coloriug
rich and harmonious, while a degree of senti-
ment is not wanting, so that this work is
adapted to exhibit Rubenys’ wonderful genius
in the most favorable light.

It is related that Sir Joshua Reynolds, the
English painter, and a certain young man
once visited this picture in company. They
gazed at it in. silence for some time; at
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length Sir Joshua said: «It is time for us to
be going.” “ Just wait a moment,” replied
the young man, “till they get him dowrn.”
So enchanted was he wy the representation,
that he scemed to forget that he was, not
looking at a real transaction.
Here also may be seen Rubens’
ELEVATION T0 TH} CROSS,

a companion picture to the oneabove alluder’
to. Though somewhat inferior to that, it is
yet a magnificent work; it seems instinct
with life. The master’s thorvough acquaint-
ance with the anatomy of the humun frame
is strikingly shown in the figures of
Christ and his exccutioners. The horses are
noble and lifedike, and a dog has heen intro-
"duced to give greater diversity to the scone.
On the right wing is a group of wonen
and children, with horror-depicted in thei:
countenances, behind them the Virgin and
St. John ; on the left, mounted oflicers, be-
hind whom arve the thieves, who are being
nailed to the crosses by the executioners.

THE ASSUMPTION,

another of Rubens’ pictures, and fairly rank-
ing with those just described, also adorns
the interior of this great edifice. The Virgin
is beheld among the clouds, surrounded by a
heavenly choir, below whom are the Apostles
and numerous other figares. In this picture
Rubens has been pleased to represent the
Virgin by the portrait of his own wife—a
practicc quite common with him in his
paintings. ¢ Fat Mrs. Rubens,” irreverently
‘observes an old author, “is planted as firmly
and comfortably among the clouds, as if in
an casy chair, gazing with phlegmatic com-
posure on the wondrous scene which she
witnesses in her aerial flight, and betraying
not the faintest sympton of cestasy or
emotion,”

Quite a number of other celebrated pic
tures of Rubens’ may be seen in the Antwerp
Museum, which is the finest picture-gallery
in Belgium, containing 600 pictures, most of
them collected from the suppressed monas-
teries and churches of Antwerp.  Here, for
example, is Rubens’ )

CRUCIFIXION.

This picture is remarkable for its dramatic
effect, and is by no means deficient in senti-
ment.  Longinus, the Roman officer, mount-
ed on a grey horse, is piercing the, side of
the Saviour with a lance. The penitent
thief, a grey-haired man, is invoking the
Saviour for the last time. 1o the left in the
foreground stands the Virgin mother, whom
Mary the wife of Cleophas in vain endeavors
to console. Farther back, St. John' leans
against the cross of the impentinent thicf,
weeping.  Mary Magdalene, on her knee sat
the fout of the cross, implores Longinus to
spare the sacred hody of her Master. .

By many persons this picture is considered
to be Rubens’ chef dwuvre, and deserves
the minutest inspection. It is marked by
none of the inaceurate drawing which mar
some of his other works, and the composition
and coloring are almost inimitable. The
writhing agony of the impenitent malefactor,
whose legs a soldier has just broken, is de-
picted with startling fidelity, while the ea-
pression of the other is composed, althcagh
worn by suffering. The face of the Magda-
lene is remarkably beautiful, expressive of
horror and supplication, without Deing
distorted. The whole composition is a strik-
ing example of that marvellous bolduness uf
imagination in which Rubens is unrivallul.
Here also is Rubens’

ADORATION OF TIE MAGI,
whioh contaius about twenty figures over
life-size, besides camels and horses in the
suite of the Three Kings.

Also his

DOUBTING TIOMAS,

with the two accompaning portraits of

BURWOMASTER ROCKGCX AND HIS WIFE.
This last pieture was greatly admired hy

the learned and accomplished B. B. Edwark

of Andover, who saw it thirty years ago,and
thus wrote concerning it: “I would give
the whole of Texas, Oregon, and California,
for one portrait by Rubens in the Museun
at Antwerp,——thai; of the burgomaster,
Nicholas Rockoex.”
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It is objected to many of Rubens’ pictures
that their figures exhibit a voluptuousness of
outline and finish which hardly consists with
the highest art in the representation espe-
ally of maiden purity and beauty. This
blemish, if such it may be ecalled, is more
visible in his later pictures.

Considerving that he was a politician as
well as avtist, and made repeated trips to
London, Paris, and Madrid, it is not easy to
sce how he found time to produce so many
pictures. Nearly a thousand, many of them
of colessal dimensions, bear his name. Ilis
works found their way, evin in his life-time,
far and wide. Many of the choicest of them
are now contained in the respective gallerics
of London, Medrid, Paris, Munich, Vienna,
and St. Petersburgh.

The Antwerp DMusenm contains also
numerous pictures by Quentin Massys, Van
Dyck, Teniers, and other distinguished
artists, who ilourished in the golden age of
Flemish art, and did so much to make
Antwerp a cradle of art second perhaps to
none but Florence.

I content myself now with alluding to the
masterpiece of only only one of these—

THE D TAD SAVIOUR,

by Quentin Massys. It was completed in
1508, and formerly served as an altar-piece
in the Cathedral. The funeral cortege is
represented as halting at the foot™ of Mt.
Calvary, wiile on the way from the cross to
the Scpulehre.  The body of the Saviour is
partially sustained by Nicodemus, on- whose
right Joseph of Arimathea supports the
head with one hand, while with the other he
removes the remaining shreds of the crown
of thorns. The wmother in an agony of
grief kneels near the body of her Son, and is
supported by St. John. Her face is almost
as pale as that of the .ead body itself:

Adjacent to the principal portalof the
Cathedral is an old well, protected by a
canopy of iron, which Quentin Massys
exceuted; as the inscription on his tomb-
stotie-adjoining the entrance to the tower of
the Cathedral Records. He was originally
a blacksmith from Louvain, who came to

geek his fortune at Antwerp, where this
canopy of iron remains 2 specimen of his
skill. The romantic story is that he became
enamoured of the daughter of a painter, and
to propitiate the father and win the danghter,
he exchauged the anvil for the palette. His
wooing and painting were successful, and he
did much towards raising the school of
Antwerp to a celebrity equal to that of
Bruges and Ghent.

On the south side of the Cathedral stands
a bronze statute of Rubens 13 feet high,
while the pedestal supperting it measures 20
feet. At the feet of the statute lie scrolls
and books, together with brush, palette, and
hat, indicating the functions of the master,
as diplomatist and statesman, as well as
painter.

" THIS DEGENERATE AGE.

Surely this age1s one o¢ degeneracy, both
moral and physical. So we are won$ to aver
in some of our fits of moralizing; and we are
sometimes chacitable enough to class our-
selves among the unworthy crowd. The
past we think of as having been all bright
and beautiful, asin poetry or fiction we some-
times picture the days of childhood and
youth; - time when troubles were unknown,
and continual sunshine lit up the smooth
pathway of life; but socon memories of
youthful trials, of unbridled and unsatisfied
ambition recoil on our imagined felicitude,
and remind us that we but dream of dreams.
Admit at any time the element of distance,
and the conseqaent variation of objects is
indeed wonderful.

As in looking along a line of points after
the eye has reached a certain distance, they
seem to unite and form an unbroken line,
so as we look back into agesremote from our
own, we scem to see the great men who ave
the representatives of the times standing out
as in an unbroken line or phalanx. In some
similar ' way we indulge that principle
inherent in our nature, to which Horace
alludes when he says that we think every
position in life superior to that which we
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have to fill, and consider every age in the
past as far transcending, in all desirable or
esteemed qualities, this one in which we are
called upon to live and act at present.

Nor dowe in any way excuse ourselves by
placing all the blame on the degeneracy of
the age. There are not, as we know, any
arbitrary rules by which any one is compelled
to confeim slavishly to any established
custom of the times that heis conscientiously
opposed to. On the contrary, in order to
ennoble any age, it is ornly necessary to live
nobly in it.

But the cry is raised that a moral degene-
racy far in excess of amy previoas one is
characteristic of this age.

This cry is easily raised, and it seems to
have been always a congenial subject for a
certain class of gloomy speculators to dilate
upon. Like the star-dust of the philosophess,
it forms a convenient hypothesis by which to
explain phenomena otherwise unaccounted
for. The fullacy of this argument, however,
is apparent from the fact that a similar
company of sentimentalists.have beer wont
to d scant on the same congenial topic,
throughout all those very ages which our
lugubrious philosopher looks upon as the
consummation of all virtue and prosperity.

He who isat all conversant with thehistory
of the past—not indeed that history which is

--made up, as so many are, of mere details of
war, dates, and other external events; bat
that of the interior life, whether intellectual,
moral, or religious, of the times—ill not be
-apt to be deceived by such a cry.

Yet ar the pepuwation of the world sn-
creases, and as large numbers of men are
collected together in the principle centres of
trade, the weak points in human nature, acted
on by new influences, and brought together
by the density of the population, become
more apparent; till ovr philosopher, Mr.
Littlefaith, is willing to give up all as lost.
Such aone, as heenters some large metropo-
lis of the present day, sces nothing but its
vices and incentives to vice, poverty and
wretchedness without hope of vheir better-
ment, while over the whole rests a shadow

\
\

of gloom, through which he scem to descry
the spectres of departed virtues weeping
over a degene-te progeny. Itisallinvain
to rcmind him of vices which obtained in
those times which he has chosen ag his ideal
of perfection. To tell him that Athens, that
seat of culture and refinement, became a den
of ‘corruption and licentiousness; to mention
the atrocities of the Colosseum, where fierce
gladiators cut down human beings like trees
of the forest, while the clite of Rome looked
on and enjoyed a fiendish pleasure; or the
appelling wickedness of Paris at ¢ time when
anarchy held sway, or its climax when texror
sat on thethroneand made Europe tremble—
all this were to no purpose. Heis determined
to see only the dark side of the matter, and
time oi.y—the great tester of truth and
fallacy—will convince ".im to the contrary.
The over credalous reader of Goldsnuth’s
Deserted Village might suppose that ere now
England had become a habitation of owls
and bats, but such a conclusion would be far
from correct.

There are those, however, who take a
more hopeful view of the indications of the
present time; who think that “this sordid
view of human kind is surely not the best.”
Occasionally, too, do we find our little extre-
mist on the sunny side, as if having - doffed
his' garments of the night he had come out
awhile to enjoy the daylightof life, in which,
of course, he is all absorbed for the time
being.

Meeting now in his new cloak (for the
exterior habiliment are everything to him)
the same scenes which before presented an
aspect of gloom, there appears to him on
every hand symptowmns of untarnished irtay,
and tokens of unbounded prosperity ; while
alopg ihe broad thoroughfares, which before
seemed the dens of iniquity, the proud
architecture of Cathedrais and Churches,
with their spires pointing humanity heaven-
ward, assure him of a race whose grand
object is the cultivation of the higher affec-
tions of the mind. To such extremes will
men ailow themselves to.be carried. But as
there cannot be a.mean without extremes

\
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50 extremes cannot exist without a mean,
and this case is no exception to the general
rule.

But some say that the times ave entirely
mechanicalj there is now no spontancous
development of thought into action, no un-
conscious out-flow, as of the stream from the
fountain. To such a one we answer: Who
made thee a judge of thy literary brethrer ®
Or do you not decry your contemporaries
merely that you yourselves may appear in
more magnificent proportions beside your
diminished neighbours? Depend upon it, this
age, base though it may be, is yet too dis-
criminating to allow your little game to |
suceeed; you will add but few cubits to your

stature Dy thus playing the sycophant. If
you cannot rise to li’erary eminence without |
making stepping-stones of your fellows, then |
remain ~n the plane where nature fitted you
to act, and you will do more credit to your-
self and contribute more to the benefit of
your fellow man. Of all she abject crowd of
flatterers, slandevers, and thieves, the literary
parasite is the most ignoble.

But yet others (and they are not a few)
take up their lamentation and assert that not
only is originality wanting at present, but it
is an impossibility in the age.  All the realm
of possible literature, say they, has been |
overrunm, all the thought of any value has |
been culled, and to commit to paper anything
that remains wovld be but waste of ink and
muscle, not to speak of the tremendous rack-
ing of the brain, which gathering together
these scattered fragmeuts and so concentrat- |
ing them as to be able to discern their shape
and bearing would necessitate.

Truly Homer began to write of chivalry,
and all that was left has been fully unfolded
in the tales of Ivanhoe and Cornt Robert;
or Orpheus thrummed the lowest chord in the
scale of music, and it has been carried up
through its gradations by such as Blozart and
Bezchoveu, till now the highest note has been

l

Aristotle, must have followed Hume and
Stuart Mill into an obsewrity which to them-
selves was dark indeed.

At length we have reached the point
where

*Thinling is but an idle waste of thought,

And naught is everything and everything is

naught.” '
Thus our moraiist unwittingly becomes a
nihilist.” Henceforth we must content our-
selves to fied, like the prodigal, on husks,
and be cheered by no more heavenly musie
than that which echoes from the foot-falls of
retiring ages, as they tread down the iron
pavement of the past. Yen, though Milton
and Dante sought material for their ereations
beyond the bounds of our globe, yet, for-
sooth, they wmust have exhausted all the
material to be found below or above; or else
perchance, the dog of Pluto, or Peter with
his bundleof keys, have received instructions
not to permit any more such intruders to
enter their abodes, and bear tales away to
other cliines.
WConeluded in next.)

Mosaics.

The bird of wisdom flies low and seeks his
food under hedges; the eagle himself would
be stavved if he always soared aloft agaiust
the sun.—LaNDOR.

Do not imagine that I consider as vulgar
those only of the poor and humble classes;
but all who are ignorant, even be they lords

or princes, they must be classed under the
denomination vwlyar—~CERVANTES.

In all disputes, as much as there is of

| passion, so much there is of nothing to the
' purpose; for then reason, like a bad heund,
‘ speeds upon a false scent, and forsakes the
question first started.—Sik Troirss BrowxE.

The man who takes his beer three times a

touched by Floreace Nightingale, and the
sweet muse of melody only awaits her demise
to eseape with her to more congenial climes.
Mewphysies too, which rose with Plato and

day, and spends one-tenth of his time at
work, may stand up and fold his arms and
say he is as good as the next man. Yes, but
that depends upon who the next man ig.—
Beecaer.




o'd
|82

THE ACADIA

ATHENAUM.

THE ACADIA ATHENEUM

IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY, DURING THE COLLE-
GLATE YEAR, BY THI STUDENTS OF

ACADIA UNIVERSITY.

EDITORS.
C. . HarrizgTON, 79, AL J.DexToN,’79.
B. F. Sivuprsov, '80. A. ¢, Cnure, ’81.

MANAGING COMMITTEE.
S. N. BexrLy. Ir, ANDREWS.
G. W. Cox, Sec.-Treas.

Terms* “u Cts. in Advance, Postage prepaid.

Commumcudo,, should be handead to the Editess, or
sddressed to the «© ditors of THE ACADIA ATHENXUM.”

CONTENTS—APRIL, 1879.

ThO Eye—(100M)i. c0vivriiieiiroettieeenieseesssssssoenen i
Reminiscences of European Smdy and Travel—XNo, 7. 77
This Degenerate AfC.iiieiieis civeiennereieronennes teess 9
MOSAICS. tersecererecsnonncs o Ve ere Lesessesssssnsisene 86
EDITORIALS..uviitiiininee ciorniore  sosecssnsesseas 82
CORRESPONDENCE.¢ccvvueunaranenas veer  sieesesnees 81
EXCHANGES teteteterattsacsreassssssnse sasess  oses 86
TIHINGS AROUND HOME ...ecveeiiiennnsis veeneen . 81
ACKNOWELEDGMENTS et setessesetesesnsrsossas soeonsne 83

Wantep.—One copy of the Avapia
Arnexevy for Maveh, 1875. Send to the
Editors.

&> WE thank those of our subscribers who
have already sent the amount of their sub-
seription, and would kindly request persons
who have not, to do so at their earliest con-
venience. The amount in each individual
case is small, but upon individual promptness
depends our ability to meet financial de-
mands. Rememberus tn this regard—please.

Soox the present staff of editors willleave
the sanctum of the Acapia ATHENZEUML
They have tried to make the paper not a dis-
grace to the College which it represents. In
many respects the work has been pleasant.
We do not complain that the studeats on the
Hill have notsupported them as they should,
nor of many of the old graduates and found-

ers of the paper, in that they have left their
offspring in oblivion. Ever since we began
the study of Greek Composition we have
been acquainted with the sentiment that
parents and poets love their offspring, but
we guess it is only sentiment in regard to
the ArneN.suM, But before we leave the
ceditorial chair, we would offer a few sugges-
tions to the students on which they may re-
fect and act. From our experience, we
would suggest that two or three departures
from the present mode of conducting the
paper, might with advantage be made. And
first, we thmk it would be well to devote a
small space to news irom other colleges, to
literary items and science notes, and to col-
lege news in general. This, we believe,
would greatly enhance the value and read-
ableness of the paper. But in order to
accomplish this, more editors are required.
The present editors would have done this
had they had time. In case six or more edit-
ors should be appointed, a distinet depart-
ment could be assigned to each, in regard to
these additions.

We also think it is desirable that the
editors and Managing Committee should be
appointed at the close of ¢Zis term, and for
these reasons: It is always some time after
College opens in September before most of
the students return. In the meantime, the
officers are appointed andthe arrangements
for publishing the paper proceed so slowly
that the first issue is always very late. If
the ofticers are 2ppointed at the close of this
term, this dificulty will be obviated, the cdit-
ors will be able to have matter ready foran
early publication, and the Managing Com-
mittee will have time and opportunity for
perfecting their arrangements.

WzE are frequently asked the question,
«When are we going to have that telescope?”
Said question we are not prepared to answer
in ful], but we might state a few facts which
we happen to be acquainted with in this con-
nection for the benefit of thosc interested.
The enterprise of raising a fund for the pur
pose of purchasing a telescope was fir~ un-

et
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dertaken, at the suggestion of Prof. Elder,
by the class of ’71. In a cominunication
from A. Cohoon, A.B,, of said class (in (No.
4, Vol. 1, of the ATnexn.EUM) it will be found
that up to that time (Feb., 1875) £440.00
had been collected from members cf the
class for that pur pose.

What steps have since been taken in this
direction we are not prepared to say at pres-
ent. It would appear, however, that the
amount—unow about §5600.00—is still lying at
interest. So far the scheme has failed from
the fact that a number of pledges have not
been fertheoming.

quired to furnish a suitable instrument, and
if we add to this the cost of mounting, the
sum required grows to an a.nount which we
fear that that on hand at present will not
soon reach.

Buv our main object in mentioning this at
the present time, is to cull the attention of
those having the matter in hand to the fol-
lowing suggestion, which may be worthy of
their CODSldel ation

This we may state briefly as follows: As
a number of the class of *71 havs not found
it convenient—{rom good reasons, doubtless
—to pay in the sums stipulated, it will likely
be some time yet until the long-looked-for
instrurent will appear on the ground. And
again, while such an instrument might be
useful to amuse oceasional visitors, we are of
opinion that its practical value would be less
than that of many other objects at present.
Just now there is wanting much necessary
apparatus for our Science department, and
it has been suggested to us by some deeply
interested, that it might be a good move to
appropriate a part of the above-ramed fund
for the purchasing of suitable instruments
for this department, to be placed in the new
rooms now about to be occupied. By so
doing we think that the fund might be laid

B il out to the best advantage.

The appropriation of this fund, however,
lies entneb with the class who have the

: 1' matter in charge; we only ask their con-

| sideration of the matter. Come on, gentle-

Tho amount on hand at. |
present is only about half what will be re- |

men of 71,12t us have your opinion on the
subject.

Two lectures have been delivered hefore
the Atheneum Society since our tast publi-
cation. ‘The first by Prof. McDonald, of
Dalhousie College, was on  “The Unknown
World,” and had been previously delivered
in Ualifax. The daily press frecly commend-
ed the iecture, hence it is unnecessary for us
tv make any lengthened remavk, save to ex-
press the students’ high appreciation of the
lecture. After giving a description of the
senses, the lecturer went on to point cut the
three requisites of knowledge, viz, cbject,
organ, and ming, and thence proceeded to
enforce this truth, that ¢all properties are
not in the bodies buv express the relations of
body to us.” Thus color is vot in the body
but is the result of three things—the eye,
light and body. Then the lecturer closed
with the enforcement of this fact, that the
mind brings as much to the gaining of know-
ledge as matter; he dealt a hard blow to
the materialistic schools. The lecture was
instructive throughout, and presented in
such a pleasing and succinet manner, as to
rivet and fasten the truths of science vpon
the mind of even the tyro in physical xe-
search. Nor was there any lack of genial
humor and apt illustration. All were highly
pleased, even the Professor himseclf. Some
of the students, we believe, called on the
lectuver, while he remained, and speak in
high terms of the socia’le Professor,

The second lecture was delivered by Rev.
Dr. Burns, of Halifax. YWe had listened .>
thie Doctor before, when be delivered his
lecture on “The Rritish Poets,” and this
time we expected a rich treat wlen “A
King Among Men” was announced to be
be the subject on which the Rev. gentleman
would address us; nor were we, by any
means, disappointed. The Doctor has a
thorough appreciation of all nobleness of
characler, and we felt, as he proceeded,
and portrayed to us the life of ener
getic action, of unblemished integrity, of
heroic self-denial, and of trust in the Mighty

RS NI e
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One, that the lectuver was in full sympathy
with his subject. The King Among Men
was Abraham Lincoln. There can be no
doubt that the Doctor stirred many a heart
to the cffort of a noble life such as Lincoln’s.
Although the lecture was somewhat lang,
yet we were sorry that some part of it was
passed over. We could have listened much
longer. The audience was Iarge and atten-
tively appreciative.

Our last two lectures have been delivered
on the Hill in the New Academy Hall. The
place is well suited for the purpose.

SusscriBers.—Our obligatios to our
publishers are due and more than due; we
are actually deeply in debt. Cannot you,
who have not paid, send us 50c. immediate-
ly? If allwill forward their subseriptions,
we shall be able to clear ourselves from debs.
Surely the ATnex.gry Is worth 50c¢. if any-
thing. All onr exchanges, with only one or
two exceptions, are §1.00 or upwards.

Correspondence.

[Wehave no particular desire to make the
ATHENEUM 2 medium for controversy; yet
as we published an article last issue, signed
“PeTeR,” to which one of owr old friends
seems to take exception, we feel compelled
to insert an answer in this issue. Robert
Hall once said that “the evils of controversy
were all transitory, but its benefits were per-
manent and eternal.”]

Mrssrs EpiTors :

In writing a few lines for insertion in the
columns of your neat little paper, I do not
wish to be nnderstood as one desiriug to find
{ault, but as a sincere well-wisher towards
yoursclves and the institution which you
represent. Any remarks, therefore, that I
shall make, which might scem to indicate an
inclination towards fault-finding, are made
rather in order to bring about a proper uan-
derstanding of the facts of the case in ques-
tion—and that the truth be known must

certainly be a benefit to all. In your last
issue I noticed a communication from a cor-
respondent, signed Peter, under the caption
of the new “Theological Department.” I
wish briefly to notice some of his arguments
in order. In speaking of students locking
with disfavor ~+ +he above named project,
your correspondent goes on to remark, that
among this class of persons there exists o
“wide-spread misapprehension” as to the
matter. Now I am inclined to give students
credit for having a better knowledge of their
wants than Peter would allow them. For
example, a student comes to Wolfville, and
first spends one or two years in the prepara-
tory department, then enters College and
spends four years more on the regular course.
What now is the best cowrse for him to pur-
sue? is the natural and sensible question that
he asks himself. Is it to remain still in the
same place, surrounded by the same inflnence,
and to a great extent, under the tutorship of
the same man ; or rather is it not preferable
to have a change of associations and of
teachers, and to seck some place where he
may come into contact with the thought, as
well as the men of the day outside of the in-
stitutions 2 The latter must, I think, be
conceded as the more advisable course to
follow. I fear that the time is far distant.
when Wolfville will become such a literary
background for an edueational institution as
Boston is for the one where most of our
Young men seck their theological training at
present.  But, moreover, Peter asserts (and
like Peter of old, evidently without consid.
eration) that owr College and some othurs

" commenced small and grew up gradually,

ergo all other institutions must do the same
for all time to come.  Wonderful logic, Pe-
ter! did you never hear of the fallacy of nun
sequitur when you were studying the syllo-
gism? But to return. This I consider an
important point, and one that we would do
well to consider in its true light, and in view
of all its attendant circumstances. If our
College began low, common education inthe
provinces was proportionally low at the time,
so that it met the requirements of the gener-
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al public at that time perhaps as well as it
does at present. If better advantages were
offercd abroad at this time, they were nct ~»
available nor so casy of access to young men
as they are now. Itis all very well to phi-
losophize on the subject, to talk of encoura-
ging home institutions, cte. ; but in the case
of young men who have little means or time

to spend in study, such theorizing will fail to.

have its desived cffect. The practical ques-
tion for each individually to ask himself (and
probably the right one) is, Where can ], in
the least time and with the least expense,
obtain that culture which is a necessary
equipment for the work of life? Whatever
institution presents to him the conditions
which best answer this all-absorbing question,
is the one to which he at once procceda.
Hence the point I would wrge here, is, that
an institution of any kind commencing work
at the present day, when means of communi-
cation have become so perfected, can not
begin at the bottom of the scale and gradu-
ally work wp @ standing; but must start out
at the beginning fully equipped, in orde~ to
compete with those already in the ficld.
Other graduates from our arls course go to
Harvard, and other American and European
Colleges, and make their mark in them. Our
theological students cannot afford to lose
time any roove than others, nor can we affora
to have them do so,not even to foster a weak
institution; nor will they be likely to’con-
sider it & duty on their part to do so. Might
it not be well for these having this matterin
charge to give this due consideration. In
regard to Peter’s statement, to the effect
that theological study is merely superficial
work and mat at all enlenlated to impart
mental trainiug, I will waive any remarks at
present, except 1o say that I will be charita-
blo enough to attributeit all Lo hisignorance
of the subject, rather than to any williul in-
tention of misrepresenting it. Other points
in the connection suggest themselves as wor-
thy of consideration, but I forbear at present
to trespass any further on your space.
Should these suggestions tend in any way
to further the much neglected study of the-

S

ology in our denomination, or especially to
the true benefit of our beloved institutions,
T shall not regret having penned them.
Sincerely yours,
SexEX.

Dxar Epitors:

While_matters of various kinds, more or
less important, are receiving considerable at-
tention through the columns of our paper, it
has aceurred to wme that it might be well to
draw attention also to a matter which, at
present, secius to me to be left in 2 most un-
satisfactory condition. It is the matter rela-
ting to College regalia, or more simply
College gowns.

There was a time, and it was not so long
ago, when College students were expected
to attend class and ail meetings of the
College dressed, as they should be, in gown
and cap, but let me here say for the surprise
and sorrow of many old graduates, that this
time-lfonored custom, so wholesome in its
results, has fallen into disuse. The stranger
now as he walks over our grounds, looks in
vain for some mark whereby he may distin-
guish the students of the College from thosc
of the Academy. Whether this custois of
wearing gowns and caps to class, was aban~
doned by any formal deerce of the Faculty,
or through indifference on the part of those
who have the matter in charge, I have not
been able to ascertain.  But this one thing
I know, that the change was effected in a
most ansatisfactory manner; for instead of
abolishing the customn entirely, which would
have been far better, the authorities expect
the students to go to the expense of purchas-
ing gown and cap, for the purpose of appear
ing but twice a year, at Christmas and in
Jung, arrayed in such costume. It is true
that the students wear gowns to the lectures
that are given every wmonth before the
Athenmeum Society, but they do this accorvd-
ing to a law which they themselves have
made, and not because the Facvelty expect

J them to-do so.

Now, as would naturally be the ease, only
about onchalf the number of the students
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avo supplied with gowns and ecaps, and.so
when the two grand occasions come around,
of which I have spoken, our appearance as a
body of students is vendered both strange
and irregular by the presence’ of those
dressed in College regalia, together with
many who have no distinguishing mark
whatever.

Surely the Facnlty must have their eyes
closed to these things, “for they are not done
in a corner,” and still the same state of
affairs goes on from year to year. The stu-
dents are not the proper ones to move in
this matter.  They look to the Faculty. Let
us either have gowns, or else let us have the
use of our money which we expend for them.
The present is a good time to look into this
matter, and-I trust that the Faculty will do
s0.

Hoping that this will receive your favora-
ble consideration,

I remain, yours cte.,
UNDERGRADUATR.

P.S.—Why do not the old graduates wear
their appr o]m.lte regalia when they return to
the anniversaries in .Tun(-. In other colleges
they do so.

Our Exchanges.

Since we last Iaid down the cditorial pen. we
have been £o engaged on examinadion work, that
our fingers have become somewhat stiff from dis-
use. However, we must to work, though the
pile be high, and the first that comes to hand is
the Tuflonian. The editorials are up to the aver-
age. Wo have mnoticed quite » feeling against
terminal examinations in other papers: and in an
editorial, “e Tuflonian speaks thusly: <One of
the relies »f barbarism that still cling to American
Colleges is the system of yearly and semi-yearly
examinations.”™ It goes on to say that they ave
munecessary, thad they do not give any suve test
to the instractor, that they fail in their objeet and
are attended wigh pernicious results in the way of
cribbing and eram.  In the light of recent experi-
ences, we think there is some truth, at least, in
the editorial.  “Working and Winning™ brings
out the view that the workman, no matter w lnt
hie is or what: ho does, receives his reward herve.
*And the compensation is in this present life,

rather thih [in] the future.” The Tuftonian is 1

good.

Welcome again, Lyro! We missed you, but '
are glad to seco thee, friend. ‘The article on “George |,
I:hot” is well written, and gives much praise to j
the well-known novelist.  We notice change of
the Theological department to Toronto is being g
agitated.

|
t
‘The Beacon is ever vwelcome, and the article on !
“The Gentleman” has the true ring. Allow us
just to quote a paragraph., “IIe is not an idler. !
Whether he works for himself or for others. he i
still works, and he recognizes each laborer as ful-
lowing a branch of his own trade. IIe has no
dainty hand to hesoiled or bruised by the ¢ hony-
fisted.” His rosy faced washerwoman gains us |
ready a reply to ‘foine marnin® sorr’ us that fine- |
ly dressed belle, to hier sofb areeting. The “Song
of the Shirt” he can never pavody. It tells him j
of strength wasted in labor,” etc. The Zevwemn ,!
also has a word or two to say upon Practical Edn
eation, and upon the ownership of the Be«cun.

Other exchanges demand at€ention but want of
svace forbids. Aurevoir. |

|

Things Around Home.
Many a student comes into College like a |
lion and goes out like a dandelion.

|
1
‘
It
13
y
i

The campus is again a scene of activity.
The base-ball clubs have been ve- organized, .
and between the snow-storms the good \\an
goes on,

Now is the time when the bomnmn
verandah becometh voeal at even-all, and
the student r:usuh his eyes from his Caleulus, |
and saith, “Lo! it is Spring.”

The penchant for clam-digs, fishing
excursions, and like jovial and salutary |
amusenents, which is generally manifested as
Spring steps into the moceasins of Winter,
has nat, at the time of writing, come to he §
fove.

T S

The sceond term of *7T8279 passed off
prosperously as to the Aeadia Atheuaun,
The attendance on the weekly meetings has
been good, and a stronger desive than sl
to get on the floor has heen manifested. The
next regular meeting will he open to the
public and the Chinese Question will he u
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for debate, Theofticers for the present term
are: President, A.J. Eaton; Vice President,
R. Shafner; Critic, W. Barss; Correspond-
ing Secretary, G. W. Gates; -Recording
Secretary, R. Dodge; Treasurer, F. W.
Parker; Exccutive Committee—J. 1. Arm-
strong, F. II. Schofill. .

Our readers may vemember mention in a
former number of a literary society, which
came into existence in the Seminary about
the beginning of the Junusry 2ireh term.
Sinee tlmt time it has made .tpxd Jwogress.
A few weeks ago the regular fortnightly
meeting, falling on Friday cvening, was
made open to the students in attendance at
the varvious institutions.  The new Academy
1)}, in which the entertainment was held,
was filled, and all the proceedings were
evidently regarded with an interest that
must have been very flattering to the Society.
As we cannot give a detailed  description of
the entertainment we here iusert the following

PROGRAMME,

Minutes of previous meetiug.
rransaction of husiness.
Critique.

Dinloguc.—* Elder Snifilc’s Courtship.”

Misses Steeves and Lo rett.
Song~* O Loving Heart, Trust on.” Miss Robbins.
Recltation—¢¢ Erriek’s Funeral.,” Miss Cann.
Discussion.—¢ Arc men more dependent on women,
orwomen onmen ¢”
Speakers on 2d clause : Misses Freeman and Robbins.
Speakers cnlst clause: JMisses Buskirk and Cunning-
ham.

eading.— The best of Husbauds.™
Song.—“¥or you.”
Essay.—* School Life at Wolfville.”
Reeltation.—* Baby Bell.”
Song.—* Maid of Arcadie.”
Tableanx Vivants.—(1).

AMiss Olding.

AMiss Welton.
Miss Cann.
Miss Scely.

Miss Andrews,
Miss Cann.
s Light and Shadow.”
{2). «The Flowerof the Family."”
3 “DBeatrice Cened led toprison,”
God save the Queen.

While the entire programme was credit-
ably executed, special notice should be taken
of the musical part. No one could fail 1o
wotice the great improvement in the singing
of the young ladices, the result of Mrs. Van
Buskirk’s instructions in voice culture.

It has become 2 question with us whether
the monthly nccounts of our mouthly Saciety
meetings, Missionary and Temperance, do
not become somewhat monotonous to those

who have not the 1.ivilege of attendance.
To read that Mr. A. gave u veading, and
Miss B. delivered an essay, and Messrs. C.
and D. made appropriate remarks, may be
very cxeiting for the first four or five times,
but must eventually lose ti.c element of
interest. owever, we will risk the charge
of monotony once more, and give the pro-
ceedings wt our last Temperance Meeting,
April 12th. The usual preliminaries being
duly over, and the strains of the second piece
of musiaby the choir having died away, Miss
C wmingham stepped forward, amid much
applause, and read a very interesting and
somewhat amusing paper on ©Covers.” May
the gentle compositor not set it up as
« Lovu”” following the lapsus linguae of
the President. My, Danton followed with o
speech, wherein, referring to Mr. Cook’s
remarks on alcohol in connection with one of
his late lectures, he used as an argument
against the use of ardent spirits the influence
of alcohol upon the blood and brain.  After
music Miss Whidden favored us with a read-
ing, entitled, “The Indian Deacon’s Dream.”
Mr. Roscoe was next called upon for an
address, and responded in good style, and
My, Schurraan ended the second heat with a
reading. Music by the choir. The remainder
of the meeting was taken up with a discussion
of the present attitude of the church with
regard to temperance, in which Messrs.
deea, Simpson, and Welton took part.

The Bell, provided by the students for the
new College, came duly to hand, and an
inspection proved it a wvery satisfactory
article—%a  worthy successor,” as was re-
marked, “to the old bell.,”  It'weighs about
800 1bs., and with all the ringing gearupon it,
about1100. Upon the bellis the inscription,

AD VERITATEM ET JUS8,
and below,

« A Gift from the Students of 1879.”

On the morning following the advent of the
bell a long pull and a strong pull, ete., hoisted
it toits future home in the belfry. The
thanks of the students are due to Messes.
Curry & Rhodes for the Inbor and expense
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to which they went, to get the bell into
position. When the Executive Committee
of Acadia met a few days later a formal
presentation was made to them by the
students. The Assembly Roomin the College,
still in an unfinished condition, was chosen
as the scene of operations.  Here the students
of the various departments, with the teachers
and members of the Faculty assembled, and
the fellowing address was read:

To the President and the Executlie Com-
mittee of Acadia College:

GENTLEMEN,—Not the least regretted of
the things of which .we were deprived by
that great calamity of the sccond of Decem-
ber, 1877, was the old College bell. It is
held in fond recollection by former students,
by the people of Wolfville, and by thdse of
the present students who have been called
together by its pleasant music.

Since the destruction of the old College
building, the associations have been so
changeﬁ that, having our class rooms in
linmble temporary buildings, we possibly
have not missed the old bell as much as we
otherwise might. Yet there has been a feel-
ing that something was wanting, and this
feeling has increased as this noble buildin
with its bell tower has arisen and reminde
us of the past, of our old College, and our
old bell.

As a result of thisfeeling, the students
have bestirred themselves and have been
successful in getting a bell, which they hope
will be a worthy successor to the old one.
The new bell weighs 827 1bs., and, with its
mountings, 1100 lbs.

It is with much pleasure that we, on be-
half of the presentstudentsof Acadia College
and the members of the Matriculating class,
present this bell to you for Acadia College,
as an oxpression of our affection for our
Alma Mater, and we can assure you that the
students do this with the hope that it may
be long spared to ring, and you and your
fellow workers to hear it.

We also hope that this bell may always
call as its inscription reads, «“ad veritatem
et jus.” And novw,

“7To solemn and eternal things
We dedicate her lips sublime,
As hourly calinly on she swings,
Touching with cvery moment, Time!
No pulse—no heart—no fceling hors,
She bends the warning voice to fate;
And still companions, while sho stirs,

‘L'ho changes in the human stato!
So may she teach us, as her tone,

But now so mighty, melts away— .
That carth no life which carth hath known |

From the last silence can delay.” ’

G. J. C. WirtE,

B. F. Snipson,

A. W, ARMSTRONG,
Dr. Sawyer made a-very appropriate reply,
expressing the oncowragement which had
been felt by those laboring in the interest of
Acadia, arising from their confidence in the
sympathy and loyalty of the students, in
adversity as well as:in prosperity, feelings
of which the present occasion was but one of
a series of exhibitions. Dr. Parker addressed
the gathering in a few fit and interesting
remarks, and Rev. Mr. DeBlois referred to
the old bells which had called the live part
of Acadia together in the past, and related
some amusing facts concerning thew.
The bell cost over $200. It s from the
Mc¢Shane Bell Foundry, Baltimore. The
tone has been pronounced c..cellent—key B
flat.

)
% Comniittee,

Acknowledgments.

{Doubtless i any missed the list of Acknowl.
cdgements from: our last issue, but we cannot
insert such a list unless our subsecribers send along
some money. e would be very thankful to our
-subscribers if they ~vould remit the small amount
due us as soonas ). :ible, as weare much in veed
of money. You can send it in postage slampsio
G. W. Cox.]

M. R. Tuitle A. B., D. F. Boyd 25cts., A, A
Doane, John L. Brown (Teacher) $L.00, J. A
Blais M.D., Geo. B. Layton, A. J. Walker. Joseph
Weston $1.75, H. B. Ruggles, R. G. Haley, Frank
Fitch, Geo. E. Crascup, Rev. A. W. Sawyer D.D,,
A. G. Troop, James-Webber, Carson Layton, Mrs.
C. D. Randall, M. D. Newcomb, Fred. C. Rand,
Y. F. Forbes $1.00, S. H. Cornwall, S. R. Sleep
$1 25, Burpe Witter $5.00, Rev. J. W. Bancroft A.
B,, Burpe Shaw, Rev. J. M. Cramp D.D. $1.0), |:
Ralsh Xaton, Frank B. Cook $1.00, Frank Morse, |
Re . Siduney Welton, C. L. Eaton, A. N. Roscoe, ;
Miss Amy Casoy $1.00, M. G. E. Maxshall, F.G. ‘S8
Humphrey $1.00, Rev. H. N. Parry, Jas, F.Cover
A.B., Rev. T. W. Crawley A.M., J. R.Bradfond, ;i
Rev. G. E. Good A.M., Rev. E. W. Kelly AR, i
Rev. F. D. Crawley A.B., A. M. Shaw $.0, '
Mrs. Collingwood Chambers, E. D. Webber, ,
Ingraham B. Oakes A.B. $1.00. :
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FURNITUR.
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. . . - be o .
 The Subscriber has latély opened, is daily receiving, and offers for sale

A SUPERIOR ILOT OF FURNITURE,

In H;u-d and Soft Woods, at Low Rates. Furniture neatly Repaired; Cane-Seat Chaivs
Bottomed ; and Jobbing of 4ll kinds promptly attended to.

WILLIAM ROUNSEFELL, Opposite Wolfville Hotel, WOLEVILLE.

J. G PATRIQUIN,
Trarness Paker,

ALSQ

FIRGTI-CLAGS BARBERING

Yonc on the E'rcamixcs,.

DANIEL T. BOYD,

—t

Tt chmahex,

SWOLFVILLE, N. S.

£ Watchies and Clocks repudred, and satisfaction
guarantecd. .

Jewelry of all kinds neatly repaired.

CALDWELL & MURRAY

Have the largest and best stock of

@loths  Awceds,

" AXD

Benbs’ Furnishing Boods
IN KINGS COUNTS
Terms Cash. Lowes . Prces.

Turniture and Bedding at Factoyy Prices.

DRUGS axe MEDICINES
SPICES AND DYE STUEFS,
Watches, Jewelry, &ec.

The Subsceriber, thankful forpast favors, would ask
a contintance of the same. REPAIRING of

CLOCKS, WATCRES, AND JEWELRY

promptly and neatly done by Mr. Henry Browne.

GEO. V. RAND.

RHODES, CURRY & (.,

GONTRAGTORS AND BUILDERS,

I'ROPRIETORS OF

Aot Woud-Workig Fctory

A-)I—HERST’ No S-
Doors, Sashes, Blinds, Window and Door Frames,
Brackets and Mouldings of all Descriptions
ON MAND ANXD MADE TO ORDER.

Kiln Drfed Lumber and Building Material.

Planing, Sawing, and 'l‘nminﬁ;
notice. Stores and Offices fittec
promptly attended to. .

N. A. RHODES.

done on short
up. All orders

NAT. CURRY.

ESTABLISIED 1862.

MOTTO :
small Profits and One Price.

| JAMES §. McDONALD,

WOLIFVILLE, N. S.

DEALER IN

Geeneral Dry Goods,

;. Mats and Caps, Boots and Shoes, Rubbers and Over-
shoes, Trunks, ete.

!

' Beady-Made Clothing, Tweeds,

and all kinds of
Gents' Furnishing Goods in Variety.
PATRONAGE SOLICITED.
J.W.WALLACE, A.B.
Barzister and Atterney-at-Law,

GONVEYANCER, NOTARY PUBLIC, &c.
WOLFVILLE, N. S.
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Rrewingp 4 Chroniele,

(ESTABLIBHED 1823) ~

nd by muny thousand I:Iw )

MESt WIDELY CIRCULATED
Baptist Newspaper in America,

oblished every Thursday at
3¢ PARK ROW, - - -
BY
S [T
EDWARD BRIGHT & Co,,
I« s e tivered b.\'"m:\il. Yostage prepadd,

AT $250 A YEAR.

CLUBS OF TEN, $22.00.

WIUPH A FREE PAPER.

ritlh LN AMINER ANDCHRONICLE is distinetly o
Faudly Newspaper. Inauaking it the Lditor has the
cvmoperation of the best newspaper writers of his
wwin ddewsanination, besides the oceasional contri-
taitgeens, e special departments, of writers of ae-
Lnswbabget atiflity in other communions.

IT COMPRISES:

A RPN e expositor,
A Uvtoe jatpdt and platfonn,
A Misslensey and Baptist eventrecord,

A Ffundny Sehool Institute,

An edusatemal Advoc:te,

A Literaey. ‘Theologleal, Sclentifie and Art Review,

A Tk Family Miscellany, and Puzzlers Realm,

Tt Lus i ndiman’s and Housekeeper's Helper,

A Markei fieporter, &e.

AU cvnduered in an outspoken, whde-awike and
poeplar anner.

For ssimple: coples and tems to canvasgers address:

1. 0, o 3835, NEW YORK CITY.

~ JOSEPH WESION,
Aevchimt Tatloy

Aluays i stock—A good tssortment of
Seasonableand Fashienable Goods

A ]
#% A PeERFECT FIT GUARANTEED.
WOUFVILILE, N. S.

= R. SLEEP,

DEALER IN

-Stoves and General Hardware,

ALLKINDS OF

TINAND'SHEET IRONWARE MANOFACTURED.
: N-'.OL'FVIL'L"E, N, S. )

NEW YORK,

NEW AND SECOND-HAND

School and Oolegs Text Books
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES.
rvnxxsu'r.? wITH '
TERT BOOU
AT WHOLESALE PRICES.
ON HAND—A L.\llGEi:\SS()RT.\I:'E.\'T or

Standard Theoggiical Bookks,

new and secand-hand.,

N. J. BARTLETT,

28 Cornhill, Boston, Mass.

WOLFVILLE, N. S.

INSTRUCTORS.
Male Department.

——

Pror. J. F. TUFTS, A M., Prixciraz,

Teacher of Latin.

Mr. ALBERT COLDWELL, AM,,

Teachier of Mathematics and English Literature.

Mz. W. H. ROBINSON, A.B,,..

Teacher of Greek and History.

Female Départment

—— /

_ Prixcipax.
" Mure. HUGUENIN,

Teacher of French and German.

Miss CARRIE WHIDDEN,

Teacher of English.

Mns, MARY VAN BUSKIRK,

Teacher of Musle. -

The First Term beging on theFirst Thursday in Sep- -
tember. The 24 half of 18t Term beglns Oot. 20, |
Tho Sceond Term bcﬁms‘on Thursday, Jau. 9. 2d
hialf of 24 Term beging March 20, .
iIfo,r Circulars and information apply to thé Prin-
cipal.




