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Qx TR DoCTRISE OF TRANSUBSTANTIATION,

The church of Rome rests the doctrmes of
transubstantiation upon these words of our Sa-
viour, ¢ This is my body.” These words they
understand literally 5 and they ask, what reason
any person can have for understanding themm o
figurative sensc.

To this I answer, there may be various reasons
why we would understand any particular words in
a figarative rather than in  literal sense. 1If the
figurative sense be more agreeable to the circum-
stances in which the words have been spoken ; or
more consonant to the comunon use of those
words ; or if the hteral scuse of them would be
contrary to what reasonteaches us concerning the
character of God ; or contrary to what the scrip-
tures teach us concerning God, or Ins Son Jesus
Christ, then, in either of these cases, we should
be authorized to consider the words in question as
mectaphorical ; and so every sound critic would
understand them. This then, is the order which
I shall observe ¢ Ishall prove that the figurative
explanation of the words, * This is my body," is
agreeable to the circumstancesin which they were
'spokcn, and to the comnion use ofthe words them-

selves 3 and that the literal sense is contravy to
reason, and contrary to the scriptures. After
stating these four arguments, 1 shall consider the
reasons which are bronght forward by the Bishop
of Meaux in favor of the doctrine of transubstan-
tiation.

e are tlen toconsider, first, the circumstances
in which these words were spoken. The meaning
of any sentence, orany phrase, can never be pro-
perly learned by taking the words by themselves.
We must take them m conjunction with what is
sad before, and with what follows after. We
wust consider the situation of the speaker, and
of the hearer,and the intention of the whole dis-
conrse. ‘The occasion of the words was this.
Josug Christ was cating the last meal which he
was to partake of before his passion. This was
Ins last meeting with Ius disciples. ‘That very
night he was betrayed nto the hands of his ene-
mies, conducted before an unjust tribunal, and the
next day he expired in angnish on the cross, in
company with the most guiity malefactors. By
this solemn transaction, he overthrew the empire
of sin and death, and delivered his followers from
the worst of slavery.  Was it not then, naturally to
he expected that he should institute some ordi-
nance to perpetuate the memory of this wonderful
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and most important event. And what time more
proper for instituting such an ordiuance than
that which he embraced,while he was yet sitting in
tbe most friendly manner with his followers, en-
Jjoying for the last time their social intercourse,and
preparing their minds for what was so soon totake
place? And what particular institution wasit more
natural to adopt than a repetition of that
friendly and social actionin which they were then
engaged, that of eating and drinking together ?
The commemoration of great events by eating and
drinking together was perfectly familiar to their
minds. For that was the very night on which
they celebrated the feast of the passover,by which
the Jewish nation had formany ages commemorat-
ed their liberation from a state of slavery in Egypt.
And many christians are of opinion that this very
feast was considered by the Jews as an anticipa-
tion of the death of the Messinh. Atall events
no institution could have been framed, that could
have had a more serious effect upon all christisns
than that very action in which our -Lord’s benevo-
lence and kindness were so conspicuously display-
ed, performed at his last meeting with his disciples,
and accompanied by those pathetic and consolato-
1y discourscs which are recorded by the evangelist
John. “And he took tl.e bread,” saysthe evangelist
Luke, < and gave thanks, ané brake it,and gave
unto them, saying, % This is my body,” which is
givenforyou ; this do in remembrance of me &e.
As if he had said, “This is the institution which
nov the last time of my meeting with you before
my death, I appoint for keeping up the memory of
this solemn event. And in observing this ordi-
nance, you will, in the most effectual manner pro-
mote the happiness of your souls. While you
thus commemorate my desth, you will reflect onall
the suflerings I have undergone on your account,
You will remember the love which I bore to you
evento death, You will call to mind the gracious
truths which I bave spoken to you. Your souls
will thus be fed and nourished by my death, My
body shall be pierced, broken and slain ; but ye
will receive the benefit. My blood shall be poured
out ; but in consequence of thie, my word shall
bein you asa well of living water springing up
into everlasting life. In all future ages therefore,
wherever ye eat this consecrated supper, it will

recal to your remembrance the occasion on which

I now institute it, and all the solemn events which
are now before me. 'While you eat this bread, ye
will receive the benefits which arise from the
wounds inflicted on my body. While ye drink this
wine, ye will think of the blood which was shed
foryou. To you, therefore, this bread is my body,
and this wine is my blood.”

0N THE DOGTRINE OF TRANSUBSTANTIATION.

I cansee rothing in thislangunge, forced or
unnatuzal, Every circumstance led to the use
of it. Whether, we consider the celebration of
their deliverance from bondage, in which the dis-
ciples were then engaged, or the solemnity and
greatness of the eveuts which were just about to
take place, or the great and important benefits to
be derived from the death of Christ ; every one
of these circumstances naturally prepared the
minds of the disciples for the highly figurative
language which our Lord employed. The con-
templation of great and importunt subjects, the
description of interesting events, never fail to ex-
press themselves in bold and figurative language.
On such occasions we never fail to employ elipti-
cal phrases, and a rapid, animated expression of
our sentiments. Witness the following expres-
sions of the apostle Juhn, ¢ God is light,” “God
is love.” Surcly no person can supposc the
apostle to mean that God is the substance which
we call light, or thathe is neither more nor less
than that social affection which we term love, On
the contrary, the simplest reader can clearly per-
ceive the meaning to be, that God is possessed of
knowledge and benevolence to an infinite degree.
From the circumstances in which our Saviour was,
he was naturally led and might be expected, to em-
ploy the same kind of bold, energetie, and eliptical
expression,  The solemn scenes before him, the
poignancy of his own sufierings, his benevolent
care for the welfare of his followers and his desire
toleave a decp impression on their minds of the
infinite importance of the sacrifice which he was
about to offer up ; gave his disciples reagon to ex-
pect the most fervent language. Insuch circum-
stances they could not mistake his meaning. He
who had declared Herod to be & fox, and required
us to Late our father and mother, might well be
expected on this awful occasion, to use language
still more forcible.

The whole circumstances of the case thereforc,
lead us to suppose that the words, “Take eat,
this is my body which is broken for you,” are elip-
tical, and ought to be understood thus ; this bread
represents to you, or recalstv your minds, the suf-
ferings of my body. Such an interpretation of
the words, is natural, and readily deducible from
tho circumstances of the case. On theother hand,
to suppose our Saviour to mean, that the bread
which he heldin his hand, was the body of him who
held it, is the most extraordinary and the most un-
natural of allinterpretations. As well might we
supposc, when Jesus Christ is called the chief cor-
ner stone of the churel, that heis declared to be
literally a stonc.  As well might the apostle Paul,
when he says, “¥we are buried with Christ by
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baptism,” be understood to say, that christisns were
literally laid in the grave with Christ. And as
well might our Lord's declaration that he isthe
door of the sheep, be construed into an affir-
mation, that he is truly and properly a wooden or
an jron gate. For every ono of these inter-
pretations, there is absolutely the same reason, as
tor that which makes a picce of bread, or a wafer,
to beliterally the body of Jesus Christ. No cir-
cumstance canbe pointed out which should lead us
to understand the former in afigurative sense,which
docs not equally, and even more strongly urge us
to the figurative interpretation of the latter.

The sccond argument that the words, % Take,
cat, thisis my body which is broken for you.”
ought to be understood figuratively, is, that this
kind of Janguage isin reality, often usecd in the
scriptures, in a figurative scnse, It is exceedingly
common in the sacred writings, to express wisdom
virtue,and all the means of christian improvement
hy the terms, bread, meat, milk, wine, and other
substunces cmployed for the nourishment of the
body. This kind of language abounds in all the
Jewish writings 5 in the Old Testament, in the
apocryphal books, and in the New Testament.
“Tobe satisfied of this matter, recourse may be had
to the following passage. Proverbs chap, ix. v.
1,92, 3,4, b, Isaiuh, chap.lv. v. 1,2, Jeremi-
al chap. xv. v. 16; Job, chap, xxiii, v. 12, Ee-
clesiastics chap. xxiiii. v. 19 ; Johnchap. iv. v, 34.
Rev, chap. xxi. v. 6. and chap. xxii. v. 17.

So general was the use of this language among
the Jews, that wicked men are said to eat wicked-
ness and malice. And good men who are desirous
of making farther inprovements in virtue, are con-
stantly saidto bunger and thrist after rightcousness.

The examples of this sort of language might
casily be extended to » much greater number and
varicty. And many more instances will occur in
reading the scriptures. Those which have been
produced, clearly show the extensive use of this
language among the Jews.  Since then it appears,
that 2 desire to make advancement in religious
knowledge and virtue, was called hungering and
thirsting ; since an oequaintance with the doc-
trines of religion was cailed meat and drink ; and
since those who strive to understand the will of
God and to practise it, are said to eat and drink his
commandments—it surely need not be thought ex-
traordinary, if the Son of God who las given a
complete revelation of the divine will, should call
himsel€ the bread of life, and the water of Jife,
We can never regard this metaphor as tao bold, if
we consider that lic alone communicated the words
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of eternal life, that he brought life and immortality
to light, that it was he of whom Moses in the law
and the prophets did speak, and that, for the great
importance of his communications he was styled
the Word of God. Farther, if we consider not
only the importance of the revelation which he
hath communicated ; but observe also that he of-
fered up his life a sacrifice for us that he might
deliver us from misery and from guilt, and that
consequently our happiness depends on him, we
cannot surely be surprised that he is raid to have
given us his flesh to eat, and his blood to drink.
The common use of these expressions, clearly
shows that nothing more was meant than to set
forth the high importance of our Saviour’s doctrine
and sacrifice.

The advocates for the Church of Rome ask why
we would understand the words of our Saviour,
¢«Take, eat ; this is my body,” in a fizurative ra-
ther than a literal sense. The answeris easy.
The general use of such expressions among the
Jewish people, leads us, nay requires us, to inter-
pret them in this manner. Were we to consider
these words as altogether insulated, and without
regard to the use of such language in other
parts of the sacred writings, it might then indeed
be necessary to understand them literally. But if
we compare them with similar expressions in other
parts of those books, which is the method pur-
sued by judicious critics inall other cases; we
will then find that the figurative interpretation
forcesitsclf upon us. 'We cannot reject it without
rejecting at the same time, the general and cus~
tomary practice of the Jewish language,

The reason which prevented the Jews from- un-
derstanding these words of our Saviour may be ea-
sily ascertained. ‘They did not believe his doctrine
to be of that importance which he asserted it to be,
and which it certainly ijs.  Neither did they con-
sider his death a sacrifice offered up for the benefit
of mankind. It is not surprising then that they
should despise his pretension to be the dbread of
life, Nor is it any wonder that they asked in
the language of derisivn, ¢ IJow can this man give
us hig flesh to- cat 7’  For they regarded him as
nothing 1more than a carpenter’s sun—~us a sinner,
an impostor—as a blasphemer and an evil-deer,
who suffered on the crossthe just punishment of
hisoffences. How then could they understand the
propriety of calling his doctrine the life of men, or

of considering his death as the foundation of their
happiness,

We are justifiod in the figurative interpretation
of the words in question by the express direetion

of our Saviour himself, John vi 63, When the
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Jews murmured at what he had =aid concerning
his giving them his flesh to eat, he answered among
aother things, “Itis the Spirit that quickeneth;
the flesh profiteth nothing ; the words thatI speak
unto you, they are spirit and they are life.” Here
we are positively told that the words of Jesus
Christ are spirit and life.  Hence we plainly per.
ceive the purport of the whole of that language
which leads us to consider Christ ag the nou.
rishment of men, whether he is called bread or wa-
ter, or flesh or wine, The mcaning of all the pass-
ages in which this language is used is the same;
namely, that he feeds our souls with knowledge,
and saves them by his death,

Thetext now quoted, we may farther observe,
flatly contradicts the doctrine of the Church of
Rome respecting the Eucharist. It asserts that
theflesh profitoth nothing ; but the words of Christ
are spirit and life. If the flesh of Christ profiteth
nothing, where can be the advantage of eating it
literally? If the words of Christ are spirit and life,
the means of rising from the death of sinto the life
of holiness, what then is our duty but to remember
angd believe them-—to meditate on them, and to re-
duce them to practice ?

It must be admitted, however, that there were
some, who were reckoned his disciples, among
those who found this saying a hard one, and
who therefore went no more with him. But it is
to be considered that there were many persons
who sometimes associated with our Savioar, who
were struck with his miraculous power, and ac-
knowledged him to be a prophet, who yet had by
no means correct ideas of the nature and import-
ance of his mission. Of this we have two remark-
able instances : onein the desire which they mani-
fested to come and make him a king, another in
thereproof which he gave theminthese words, ¢ Ye
say unto me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I command you:” and again, #Ye scek
me not because ye saw the miracle, but be-
cause ye did eat of the loaves.” These persons
must have entertained but a very imperfeet idea of
our Saviour’s character and doctrine. Nor is it
any wonder, that they could not understand how
he was the bread of life. "They must have been
very much astonishedindeed, to hear him speak as
if the happiness of all mankind depended on himself
slone. They never could endure go lofty and im-
moderate pretensions. But the twelve apostles
eing better instructed in the natureand importance
©of Christ's doctrine, did not find the same difficulty
mor gtart the sume objections.  Wheu our Saviour
asked if theyalso would goaway: they answered
4 Lopd,to whom shall we go ? thou only hast the
words of eternallife.,” Thisanswer clearly demon-
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strates the high opinion which they entertained of
the importance of his doctrine ; since, they assert-
edthat on it depended their everlasting life and
happiness. This answer shows also very clearly
the sense in which they understood the dis-
course that they had just heard, concerning
his being the bread of life, concerm ng lus giving
them his flesh to eat and his blood to drink. They
express the highest possible opinion of his doc-
trine ; but do not eay one word of the necessity of
eating his body. But had the latter sentiment
made any part of his discourse, it is impossible to
conceive that they would observe a total silence
respecting a subject in which he bad just been in-
structing them with so much care; and onaccount
of which so many were on the point of forsaking
him.
inthese words the apostles expressed the rcason
why they elso did not go away as others were doing.
And thereason is, not becauee his body was really
food, but because ¢ he had the words of eternallife.”
Q. ‘v.
To be continued.

PRACTICAL SERMONS.
No. IIL

—

By the Rev. John Machar, A, M. Minister of
St. Andrew’s Church, Kingston.

For if the Llood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the
purifying of the flesh; how much more shallthe blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered him-
self without spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works, toserve the hving God.—Heb. ix 9 14,

We should be acquainted with all seripture ; for
«all scripture is profitable.’ The passage we
have read must be an affecting one to all who have
been convinced of sin ; and yet its force canbe but
very inadequately felt by those who are not fumil-
iar with the rites of divine service under the an-
cient dispensation. The Apostle is referring to the
sacrifices and offerings and ordinances of purifying
under the first covenant, and while as the first
tabernacle was yet standing,  These were all typ-
ical in their nature—figures for the time then pre-
sent, of that coming period of glory when Christ
having appearcd, ¢ an High Priest of good things
to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle
not made with hands, that is not of this building ;
neitker by theblood of goats and calves, but by
his own blood, should enter in once into the holy
place, having obtained cternal redemption for

It deserves to be particularly marked, that .
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us,” This was the grand ohject of all the sacrifi-
ces and sacrificial rites under the law ; and he on-
ly used them aright, and accor ding to their inten
tion, who loo ked through them to the day of
Christ and was glad. ‘T'hat they could not make
the comers thereunto perfect as pertaining to the
couscience, was shown by their continual repeti-
tion, and by the impossibility that ¢the blood of
bulls and of goats should take away sin,” This
could only be done by that better sacrifice that was
to come—cven by Him who presented himself to
the Father to be sent into the world, saying, ¢ Lo,
I cometo do thy will, O God!” And that this
was now done, was incontrovertibly proved by the
efficacy which it was admitted the sacrifices and
rites of the first covenant possessed. Thoughthese
sacrifices and rites could not perfect as pertaining
to the conscience; though to sanctify :norally,
could never be their effec?, as it was never the in-
tention ; yet they had an efficacy. Applied to their
person; they could rcmove ceremonial pollution
and so sanctify to the outward service of God.
"The ashes of a ““red heifer without spot, upop
which was no blemish, and upon which had never
come yoke,” mixed with water, and sprinkled upon
those who were unclean through the touch of a
dead body, could produce a typical externa]
sanctity by which they could be again admitted
into the congregation of the Lord. But if this
were so—if these sacrifices and rites which in
themsclves were so powerlessand so mean, and
which, instead of putting away sin, only reminded
the worshippers of it, were yet by the appoint-
ment of God, efficacious to remove from them cere-
monial pollution, and to give them access to the
prescribed exercises of divine worship under the
first tabernacle, surely far more eflicacious to re
move away from us the guilt and pollution of sin
and to give us access with boldness and delight to
serve the living God, must be that sacrifice which
Christ offered when, having assumed our nature
and taken our place, he presented his blood pure
to God on our behalf,  As welook to the com-
parative value of the types and the antitypes, and
to their comparative fitness toanswertheirend, and
learn that the types did avail to redeem from tem-
poral death, and to give frec approach to the world-
ly sanctuary, can we hesitateas to whether the an-
titype has obtained for us cternal redemption—
hag secured our admission inte the Holiest, ¢ For
if the blood of bulls and of gaats, and the ashes of
an heifer sprinkling the unclcan, sanctifieth to the
purifying of the flesh ; how much more shall the

‘blood of Cheist, who through the cternal Spirit

oftered himself without spot to God, purge your
<conscience from dead worlis, to serve the living
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God? ¢ Looking for the teaching of that Spirit of
truth whose oflice it is to take of the things of
Christ and show them unto us, let us here contemn-
plate these three things; first, the defilement of
conscience which, till removed, shuts us out from
from approaching the living God to serve Inm;
sccondly, what Christ did to purge our conscience
from this defilement ; and lastly, how what he did
does purge our conscience from this defilement to
serve the living God,

1. Let us contemplate, fitst, the defilement of
conscience which, till removed, shuts us out from
approaching the living God.

This defilement is here called “dead works.”
By this expression we are to understand sins,
‘This we ledrn on referring to strictly paraliel
passages in this Epistle where we are told that
Christ «by himself purged our sins,” «that he put
away sin by the sacrifice of himself;” and that per-
sons ‘once purged” from an evil conscience,
“would have no more conscience of sins.” Sius
may well be called ¢dead works,”” or as some
render the eoxpression, ¢ deadly works ' since
bring death upon the sinner, expose him to the
sentence of death, and bring himinto a state of
spiritual death or alienation from the life of God.
There secms to be in this phrase, however, an al-
lusion to these uncleannesses which an Israclite
might contract from the touch of dead bodies and
other sources, that disqualified him from all ac-
cess to the ordinances of divine worship, and
without being cleansed from which, according to
the appointed rites of purtfication, he was liable, if
lie presumed to approach Godin the services of the
taber..ucle, to be cut off from among his people—
to dic the death as a profuncand presumptuous of-
fender. Even thus are we defiled by our sins,
‘Through them we are altogether as an unclean
thing, offensive in the sight of & holy God, shut out
from all approach to him, sceing that no evil can
dwell with him, nor sinners stand 1 his sight, but
that lie is a consuming firc to all the workers of
iniquity. ‘I'bis we st once learn on turning to the
word of God. There we behold “the wrath of
God revezled from heaven aganst all unrighteous-
ness and ungodliness of men.” There we findin.
delibly inseribed the dread sentence, “Cursed- 18
cevery onr, that continueth not in all things which
are written in the buok of the law to do them.”—
There we hear theunalterable judgment, « Though
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpumish-
ed.” And when the conscience which 13 Juat the
guilty heart disturbed mts slumbers by the Spirit
of Gud, rises up m its might, it confirms all these
disclogures of the word of revelation § 1t passessen-
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tence of death upon itself as the due reward of its
decds ; it comes out with whatever reluctance,
with the acknowledgement, “Righteous art thou,
O Lord ! who judgestso.” We sece this in our
first parents as soon as they fell, ‘Theapproach of
God which had hithierto been their delight was now
their horror, and we hearfrom them the bitter cry,
I heardthy voice in the garden, and [ wasafraidbe-
cause I wasnaked, and I hid myself.” We see the
same thing inDavid. e “roared because of the
disquictness of his heart for his guiltiness ;" he
¢foundtrouble and sorrow.” ¢ Thinearrows stick
fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore, There
is no soundness in my flesh becauseof thine anger;
neitheris thereany rest in my bones because of my
sin.” And similar to this has been the experience
of all who have ever returned unto the Lord ; for
through this experience of trouble and sorrow and
self-condemnation lies the only path back to him.
All who are come unto the city of the living God,
have trembled under the apprehended wrath of Je-
hovah on their guilt, have felt the polluting, loath-
soine, destructive nature of sin. We trust that
some of you have felt this, We trust thatsome of
you have felt the plagueof your own hearts—have
known what itis to realize the agonizing conviction
of your being by nature children of wrath, and to
groan beneath the burden and defilement of your
sin as unfitting you for being received into the prc-
sence of God,and exposing you tohisfearful indig-
nation. Could we not indulge such trust to God-
ward concerning you, how could we proceed to ad-
minister to you the peculiar ordinance of this day,
since he who never felt the deadliness of sinjassured-
ly neverembraced Christ as a sacrifice forsin, and of
course cannot show forth his death at histable with
onceucharisticemotion. Oh ! what can the observ-
ance of the Lord’s Supper be to those who have
never trembled for fear of God's judgmentson their
sin, and who consequently have never fled for refuge
to the hope set before them in the gospel of an
atoning Saviour? What canit be to suchbut a
mere dramatic representation, an idle and unmean-
ing'r pageant in which they puta solemn mockery
upon God by the profession of sentiments which
they do not entertain, and of affections which they
donot fecl,

It may be inquired, however, is this sense of the
deadly nature of sin commonly to be met with a-
mong those who name the mame of Christ? Do
we not find multitudes altogether at case in regard
to this matter—living, and so far as we can sce,
dying withont any horror or apprelicnsion of
spirit on account of their guilt—without being
made to possess their iniquities in the anticipation
of the wrath due to them ? ‘This is not denied,
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It is truc that searedness of conscience widely pre-
vails among those that take the christian name, It
is true that multitudes are at case in their sins :
that in just judgment for their long resistance to
the strivings of his Spirit, God has permitted them
to sinkinto n state of spiritual apathy so great that
the thought of judgment alarms them not, and
that they even congratulate themselves that they
are not distracted by any of those terrors under
which the servants of the Lord are reported to
have exceedingly quaked and feared, There may
be those in this assembly wlho are sunk intothis
state ; so deeply sunk into it that what we have
said of the anguish of a defiled conscience may
look tothem only an unintelligible mystery, and
like the ravings of a distempered fancy. But will
God then never make inquisition for iniquity ?
Will no “¢fiery indignation ever devour his adver-
sarics ¥ e sin which transgresses his holy and
just and good law, which strikes at hisvery throne,
and which hag been an ever welling fountain of
bitterness wherever it hasfound its way since first it
entered his universe—is this sin sulight a thing that
fe will never regard it—never come out of his
place to punish them who commitit? If you are
tranquil in sin, is your tranquility amiable? Were
it not better that this repose, so unsuitable to
vour circomstances, were exchanged for even the
deepest horrors of mind which an awakened soul
ever experienced? Were it not happier for you that
instead of being ableto heal your hurt slightly say-
ing, Peace, peace, when there is no peace, it pre-
sented itself to you in all its virulence and incura.
bleness, forcing from you the agonizing enquiries,
“ Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and
bow myself before the High God? Shalllcome
before him with burnt offerings, with calves ofa
yearold 2 Will the Lord be pleased with thou-
sands of rams, or with ten thousands of riversof
oil? Shall I give my first born formy transgres-
sion, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ?”
The Spirit of the Lord hath not left offto strive
with man ; and though multitudes doalways re-
sist him, all do not remain obdurate under Ius re-
preofs, It was said of him, ¢ When he is come;he
will convince the world of sin, and this office he
performs in the case of many. "Through that word
of God which is quick and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, snd is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart,” throiigh this
word the Spirit awakens many from their security,
setting their sinsinarray before them—and making
them feel how deep is their defilement, and how

justly obaoxrious they are to the wrath of God.
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This e does that he may bring them to that foun-
tain where only they can be cleansed—where only
“beauty can be given them for ashes, the oil of
joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for the
spirit of heavincss,—the fountain opened in the
blood of Christ.

2, Which brings us to the sccond thing to be
considered ; namely, what Christ did to cleanse us
from our defilement, and so bring us to God.
‘That our conscicnce might be purged from dead
works to serve the living God, « he through the
eterna) Spirit offered himself without spotto Gad.”
‘This he did as the God-man, Inmnanuel—God with
us and in our nature. It is of him that it is said,
¢« In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and Word was God.” He was
God. Now, as God, he would not do for us that
will of God by which alone we could be sanctificd;
for as God, he was incapable of either obeying or
suffering for us, as indecd he was of obeying or
suffering at all.  To the end that he might obtain
redempticn forusby paying our ransom, a body—
even a human body, consisting of a true body and
a reasonable soul—must be prepared him, and the
great mystery realized in his person, the mystery
of #God manifest in the flesh.” This great mys-
tery accordingly was realized in him. ¢ When
the fulness of the time was come God, sent forth
his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
to redeem them that were under the law.” “For-
asmuch as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise took part of the
same;,” - “The word was made flesh, and dwelt a-
mong us.”

Having thus become man—having realized in
his person the wonderful constitution of things in
which,“he that sanctificth and they that are sancti-
fiedare all of one,”and thus come into aconditionin
which he could lawfully perform to us thekinsman's
part, he fulfilled the errand on which he came
out from God——he did the will of God, ¢ by which
will we are sanctified ;” he gave himself a sacri-
fice for our sins ; becoming “obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross,” for us. e became
“the Lamb of God,” to “take away the sin of
the world,” ¢ He his own self bare our sins in
his own body on the trce,” where the curse due to
our sing was poured out upon him and exhausted—
when he ¢ was wounded for our transgressions
and bruised for our iniguities.”

This he did ¢ through the cternal Spirit,” for in
the work of our redemption all the persons of the
Godhead concur, and each puts forth distinct and
appropriate acts. When the Son came forth from
the Father to “do the Father's will' and finish his
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work in our redemption,ic was,as has alrcady been
noticed, made of & woman, made under the law, as
man was. As man's Redeemer, he actunlly came
into man's place. 1t is wonderful to us that he
who was the mighty God should become an infant
of days, should come into our world in our weak-
ness, and live encompassed by our weakness, and
through weakness should be crucified ; yet thus it
was, nnd thus it behoved it to be, since “truth
must spring out of the carth before rightcousnees
canlook down from heaven” IJe came into our
state of weakness, and abasement, and subjection,
and dependence. ¢ Though in the form of God
and thinking it no robbery to be equal with God,
he emptied himself of his glorics, and took upen
bim the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men, and was found in fashion asa
man.” IHaving come into this state by the Fa-
ther’s commandment and according to the Father'’s
will, he lived according to it. He lived a Yife of
continual dependence upon his Father, He lived

through ¢ the spirit put upon him,” according to
the Father’s promisc, “behold my servant whom 1
uphold, mine clect in whom my soul delighteth, I
have put my spirit upon him.” He spake through
the spirit. He acted through the spirit, doing
nothing of himself, but all through the spirit, He
at lengthconaummated his offering of himself on the
cross through the eternal Spirit—committing him-
self into his Father's hands with the assured trust
that as he had glorified the Father, so would the
Father raise him up and give him glory. % Ihave:
setthe Lord always before me; because he is at my
right hand I shall not be moved. Therefore my’
heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth ; my flesh al-
so shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my
soul in hell ; neither wilt thou sufier thine Holy
One to see corruption. Thou wilt shew me the
path of Jife ¢ in thy presence is fulness of joy ; at
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”

And thus was he ¢ the Holy One in the midst of
us.” Offering himself throu gh the eternal Spirit,
his sacrifice was ¢ without spot.” This it behov-
ed his offering to be, for otherwise it could not
have been a sacrifice of 2 sweet-smelling savor to
God, As manifested to take away our sin, it was
needful that in him there should be nosin ; and
there was none, “He did no sin,* “no guilewas
everfound in his mouth.”  The Prince of this
world had nothing in the second federal Adam.
Hle couldever say, «I delight to do thy will. O
my God ; yea, thy law is within my heart.” The
voluntariness and even delight with which he
humbled himself and became obedient to the death
of the cross, proclaims the holiness of his offering
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2o God. None took his life from him on that
scene of agony and ignominy—in that hour of
darkness and oppression ; he laid it down of him-
self, and he laid it down with eagerness and de-
Yight. Why was this? It was because he was
the Holy Oxre—becausc he loved righteousnessand
bated iniquity. His thus bearing our sinsin his
own body to the tree was because he would by no
sneans clear the puilty—because he would ¢con-
denn sin in the flesh,” and would sce its full curse
cxhausted, His soul was exceedingly sorrowful
even untodeath, he was sorc amazed and very hea-
vy. We cannotconceive of the bitterness of that
cup which was given him to drink ; and asa par-
taker of anr humanity he shrunk from drinking it.
But behold how he loved righteousness! ¢The
cup which my Father giveth me, shallI not drink
it? Xhave a baptismto be baptized with ; and
howam Istraitened till it be accomplished !’ As
Jie hangs suspended upon the tree, that we might
understand something of that wrath of God that
cometh upon the children of disobedicnce, and get
us up and flee from it, there bursts from him the
awful complaint, ¢ My God, My God, why hast
thou forsaken me 17 Why ort thou so far from
helping me, and from the werds of my roaring ?
But mark how he closesit, “DButthou art holy,”
thou wilt by no means clear the guilty. Thy will
is mine ; awake, O sward, and smite the man that
is the fellow of the Lord of Hosts—smite him un-
111 the accursed thing is eternally demonstrated to
be most accursed—until the ransom for iniquity is
complete, and they for whom it is paid may sece
God and live. ‘¢ Father, glorify thy name; for
_for this cause came I unto this hour.”

8. We were to consider, lastly, how the blood
of Christwho thus presented himself through the
«eternal Spirit without spot to God, purges our con-
science frem dead works to serve the living God.
1t is through faith that it has this eflicecy. Itwas
only whenthe blood cfthe bullsand goats slain un-
der the Jaw—when the ashes of the heifer that had
been burned—wereapplied to the person of the de-
filed Israelite by sprinkling that he was sanctified to
the purifying of the flesh and so restored to the
outward worship of God ; and had he not made a
personal applicationto these theappointed means of
cleansing, but despised them, lie would not have
beensanctified to the outward service of God but
would have been cut off’ from it as profane. Andin
like manner it is only when we who are placed under

thenew covenant make a.personal application to
-the blood of - Christ—when we have it sprinkled up-
on us by faith,that it will purge ourconscience from
the defilement of sin toserve the living God. When,
however, we do make a personal application to the
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blood of Christ, we are cleansed from our filthines®
and canenter into the Holicst, But how is it that
the blood of Christ, when believed in, should have
thisblessed efficacy 7 Iowshould the faith of his
spotless sacrifico sunctify to the service of God?
Thisis scen on considering what we needto the
serving of the living God, and how the faith of
Christ's atoning blood meets thia need. Before
we can gerve the living God, wo must see the
rightecous sentence of condemnation, pronounced
upon us by God for sin, taken away, and we must
have a capacity to delight oursclves in God, We
must sce the rightecous sentence of condemnation
pronounced upon us by God for sin teken away,
for without this we would have no liberty to ap-
proach God to serve him § and wo must morcover
have a capacity to delight in God, for otherwise we
couldnot delight in him., Now both these things we
have through our union by faith to him who,becom-
ing man and receiving the anointing of theSpirit,
presented hisblood puretoGod, Onthe formation
of this union to Christ thereisno morecondemna.
tion to us, but the handwriting that was against
usigtaken away—having becn nailed to the crose,
and we have boldness to come to God as children
toa faither. And we at the same time receive the
Spirit of Christ—the Spirit through whom he of-
fered himself to God, whom he gives to enable
us to walk in the sin.consuming vision of the
divine love and holiness as he walked in it,and soto
follow his steps in presenting ourselves living sac-
rifices to God—rutting his condemnation upon our
sins,and having no fellowship with its unfruitful
and deadly works, ¢The last Adam was madea
quickening spirit,” that by his dwelling in us we
might be conformed to his image, andso be one with
him whois on with the Father, according to that
prayer of his, « I pray for them which shall delieve
on me, as thou Father art inme, and I in thee, that
they alsomay be oneinus.”  And thusisour con-
science purged to serve the living God, nor only
purged once, but Kept pure. Thus can we give it

as the blessed description of our life, “Truly our :

fellowship is with theFather, and with his Son
Jesus Christ.”

tion of serving the Lord without fear, in right-
eousness and holiness before him, all the days of
our life,  “For the love of Christ constraineth
us; because we thus judge, that if one died for
all, then were all dead ; and that he died for all
that they who live should not henceforth live unto
themselves , but unto Inm who died for them, and
rose again,”

We sce here how very awlul mustbe the end .

Coming to the blood of sprink- }
ling, we arc brought into,and kept in, a condi- §
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of thoso who obey not the gospel of God, There
may be those now present whoare not obeying it
With aname to live, you may be dead ; witha form
of godlincss you may be destitute ofiits power;
witha protession of coming to the “fountain opened
for sin and for uncleanness,” you may be unwash-
cd from your filthiness, But if so, how awful is
yourcase!  «This,” says our Lord, “is the
condemnation that light is come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil,” Now thisis your con-
demnation. You not only abide in that death—in
trespasses and sing, into which you are naturally
sunk (a guilt sufficiently great) but when your
forgotten and insulted God comes forth to you not
in wrath, but with the yearnings of a compassion
of which the incarnation and sufferings and death
of his beloved Son are the meascre, saying to you,
yet ¢ will I sprinkle clean water apon you, and ye
shall be clean,” you add this to all that you have
done, that you reply, nay, but we will keep our
sins, we will wallow onin the mire as we have
done. And do ye thus requite the Lord, O people
foolish and unwise, and yet hope to escape his
righteous judgment? Ilow shall you escape if
you neglect so great salvation! #1e,” we read,
¢ that despised Moses’ Jaw died without mercy un-
der two ot threc witnesses; of how much sorer
punishment, suppose ye, shailhe be thought wor-
thy who hath trodden under foot the Son of God,
and hath counted the blood of the covenant where-
with he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath
done despite unto the Spirit of Grace ¥! ¢« itis a
fearful thing to.fallinto the hands of the living
God.”

All we address are not hardening their hearts
apainst the Lord. Some of you are awskened.
You are convinced of your uncleanness, and you
see that unless it shall be removed it must bring
upon you cverlasting destruction from the pre-
sence of the Lord. Therefore hath fearfulness
surprised you, and you are asking, ¢ Who among
usshall dwell with the devouring fire?! Who
among us shall dwell with cverlasting burnings ?°
Unto you, my hearers, is the word of this salvation
sent. How shall not the blood of Christ purge
your conscience from dead works to serve the liv-
ing God? You have no need to dic in your sins,
for the Redeemer is come out of Zion to turn
‘away ungadliness from you. You have no need to
be outcasts from the face of your God because of
your uncleanness ; for in the opened fountain of
the blood of the Lamb you may wash your robes
and make them white. Come to this fountain, and
let its waters be sprinkled upon you. Come to it
“with the prayer, “Purge me with hyssop, and I

N

105

shall be clean ; wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow.  Make me to hear joy and gladness.”
Come to it thus, and you shall be purged and made
clean; you shull have joy and gladncss—a joy.and
gladness not in secing your sins to be trivial, but in
sceing them to be infinitely more sinful than
you had ever before conceived, and in seeing your
calling to be to Join in God's holy condemnation
of them. A new song will be put into your
mouth, even praiscto your God at the remembranée
of his holiness. “Iwili greatly rejoice in the
Lord ; my soul shall be joyfulin my God; for
hie hath clofhed me with the garments of selvation,
hehathcovered me withthe robe of righteousness.”

But methinks I can hear a voice from the hearts
of many, saying, % Where ig this blcssedness of
which you speak 7 and they are those who can-
not be said to have altogether neglected the great
salvation, but who notwithstanding much to occas
sion misgiviugs, we would fondly hope are the
children of God. This joy of he Lord, this vivid-
ness of tasting that he is gracious,if they were ever
yours, are yours nomore ; your harp hangs now
upon the willow silent and unstrung, aud you utter
the painful complaint, ¢ O that it were with me as
m times pastl” \Why isthis ? Is the fountain of
consolation less full than in the day on which you
first drank from its reviving streamns? Is access
thercunto less free to you than then! O! let me
guide you, my dear brethren, to the true réason
why your state is so depressed—-your consciencé
so full of trouble, your communion with God so bro-
ken and interrupted, your life—if life it may be
called—so fluttering and ready to expire. The
reason is, you are not dniting yourselves to the
Saviour by a living faith, You are not abiding in
him.  You are not feeding upon him in yeur
hearts, Were it not so, would you be in the state
in which you often are? It couldnot be. «He
that eateth me,” saith Christ, ¢ even he shall live
by me.” How shall not the blood of Christ who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God ! But hear the hea-
venly voice still addressed toyou. Come this day
anew to the fountain opened for sin and for all un-
cleanness. Come to the Table of Communion,
and behold Christ’s body broken, hisblood shed for
you, for many for the remission, of sins; behold
this provision, and approach and cat and live for
evar.  Feed upon this provision not to-day only,
but to-morrow ~nd the day following, and ever-
more ; until your service here is exchanged for the
service of the upper sanctuary,and he whom youi-
souls love, calls you to drink of the fruit of the vxne,
new with him in hi Father's kingdom.
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. O TR LRG1SLATIVE INCORPORATION OF THR
Cuurcn,

Sie,

. In your Number for Augustlastthere isan
able article under the above title, which gave me
much satisfaction, as it shows that some attention
begins to be paid to this important matter. At
the conclusion the writer invites discussion on the
subject ; and in consequence I mean to state sume
circumstances and considerations with which he
appears to be uacquainted or to have overlooked.

The subject was taken up by our Ministers and
Elders so long ago as 1820, if not earlier. Inthat
year it was officially announced that the Protest-
snt Bishop and bis Clergy were incorporated for
the purpose of managing the lands reserved for
the support of a % Protestant Clergy.” It was the
erection of this corporation that first opened the
eyes of the members of the Scottish Church in the
Canadas ; and before the formation of the Synod in
1831 they had frequently applied, to the proper au-
thoritics in the Mother Country, for relief from the
difficulties and disabilities under which they have

“long laboured.  Particularly in 1822, when a gen-
tleman of the bar was sent from this province as
Agent for both the Canadas, with petitions to His
Majesty and the two houses of the Imperial Parlia-
ment. But no person ever suggested an applica-
tion to our provincial Legislatures for redress;
though this appears to be the intention of the ar-
ticle now under consideration. Several reasons
exist for applying directly at the fountain-head;
but it will suffice tostate two only, First, any bill
that may be passed by the two houses of Legisla-
tute of either province, relating to ecclesiastical af-
fairs, cannot legally receive the Governor's assent,
but must be reserved for the signification of Her
Majesty’s pleasure ; and even the Royal preroga-
tive is 80 much restrained by section 42 of our con-
stitutional act, that a copy of such bill must first
be submitted to both houses of Parliament for thir-
ty days ; and if within that time either house think
fit to address Her Majesty, praying that her sanc-
tion may be withheld, it shall not be Jawful for Her
Majesty to assent tothebill. The other reason is,
that an act passed in cne of the Canadas can have
no force or validity in the other; and it is beyond all
reagonable hope that the two legislatures will ever
agree to the same enactments in any bill thatmay
Ye proposed to them. But as the authority of the
Bynod extends overboth provinces, it is desirable
and neceasary that the ecclesiastical constitution
of both should be the same. Itis true that by our
constitutional act, scctions 35 and 41, the appro-
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priation of the Clergy Reserves, 8¢, may be varied
orrepealed by the Legislatures of cither province,
under the restrictions abovementioned. And the
Governors of both provinces, in consequence of in-
structionsfrom the Colonial Secretary, recommiend-
ed the matter to the consideration of their respec-
tive Legislatures in January 1332; but nothking
satisfactory has yet resulted therefrom. Inthis
province no proceedings have been had ; and in
Upper Canada, the recommendation has been worse
than useless from the party spirit which it hes
engendered, and the intemperate proceedings to
which it has given rise, particulatly during the
session of your Legislature last winter,

This will show the fallacy and inutility of apply-
ing to the provincial Legislatures for what w
claim and are justly entitled to ; but where yopr
Legislature has imposed disabilities on your min-
isters inregardtothe solemnization of marriages,
and restricting ecach congregation to the posses-
sion of only fivc acres of land by the act of 1323,
(in which they are included under the general
name of Presbylcrians) eventhoughit be purchas.
ed or bequeathed to them, you most certainly
ought to seck redress, at leastin the first instance,
from the same power that imposed such galling
disabilitics and restrictions. But I am not dispos-
ed nor prepared to enter into details respecting the
relicf you ought to claim. owever, as Presbyte-
teries now meet regulartly in Upper Canads, the
degrading cnactment requiring our ministers, on
beingr ordained to their congregationsy to submit
their credentials to the Court of Quarter Sessions,
ought tobe repealed or greatly amended,

Inthedraft of anact of Incorporation,” it scems
to me thereis an omission in not providing by a
positive enactment, that whenever any minister
shall be suspended, deprived or deposed, he shall
at the same time be deprived of all his rights and
emoluments as pastor of the congregation to which
he had been ordained, And if an act be obtained
of the Imperial Parliament (the only competent
authority to legislate definitively on the matter),
the cxpressions in several instances will require
to be altered. From the whole tenor of the ar-
ticle alluded to, and particularly the third point
which it is proposed should be defined in whatis
technically called © the Constilution of the Church,”
it is evident the writer intends that the minister
should be clected by some of the congregation.
This X consider wholly inexpedient ; for it forms
no essential or permanent part of our Church Go-
vernment ; as the practice has not been uniformly
the samic, and cven at this day, patronage still ex-

ists toa great extent in Scotland ; and it docs not
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appear that the congregations under patronage
are worse served or l-33 moral, religious and pious
than those whu eclect their pastors, Consid-
ering what has at different times taken place inthis
country, it may with confidence be anticipated, that
whenever two or more candidates offer for & va-
cant charge (perhaps even when there is only
one) to be supplied by popular election, bad feel-
ings will be produced in the congregation, which
may probably continue for years; or may very
likely cause an immediate division and breaking up
of the congregation, as has happened more than
once in Lower Canada. It is unnecessary and
would be tedious to enter into particulars ; I ghall
therefore merely refer to the case of St. Andrew’s
Church in Quebec, which came before the Synod
in1885. That Church was incorporated in 1831,
by a provincial act which met with no opposition,
but passed exactly according to the wish of those
who applicd forit.  Yet on the first election of a
"minister from among several candidates, which was
done according tolaw, the dissatisfaction of many
members was so great that if the Reverend gen.
tleman who was duly elected, had not resigned, it
was evident that the congregation would have been
divided and many would have left the Church.

Another consideration impresses forcibly on my
mind, the propriety and expediency—I may cven
say—necessity of submitting to patronage. By
scction 33 of the constitutional act, Ier Majesty
may authorize the Governor, with the advice of
His Exccutive Council, toerect Parsonages accord-
ing to the establishment of the church of Eng-
land ; and to endow them with part of the lands
reserved for the support of a Protestant clergy.
Aud, by the 39th scction, Her Majesty may also
authorize the Governor (the Council not being men-
tioned) to present an incumbent orminister to such
Parsonages when 2 vacancy occurs &c. But Her
Majesty is not invested, by any part of the act,
with the power of crecting and endowing corpo-
rations of any sort for the benefit of the church of
Scotland. On the contrary, when any bill favora-
ble to our church is reserved for the Sovercign's
pleasure {which the Jaw requires to be done) it
must, ar is enacted in section 42, be submitted to
both Houscs of Parliament for thirty days, before
it can be assented to and become alaw. Now,
our church ha< very properly urged her claim, un-
der the fourth article of union between the two
kingdoms, to all the “rights, privileges, and ad-
vantages,” in Canads, that are enjoyed there by
thechurch of England. Andif our claim be ad-
mitted and granted, surcly it is not unrcasonable
thatit should be under the same, or similar, con-
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ditions as are enacted for the sister church, Be-
sides, it can never be hoped nor expected that the
Executive Government will assent to a law autho.
rizing thencorporation and endowment with lands
by the crown, of congregations of any church,
unless the Sovereign have the right and power of
presenting ministers to such congregations, or at
least that his approval of the clergyman, or that
of his representative, will be 1equired ; which
last isthe case with the two congregationsat Que-
bec, incorporated by provincial acts.

However much patronage may be contrary to
the opinions and wishes of many members of the
Scottish church, it has, nevertheless, always exist-
cd in many parishes at home (except during the
short interval from 1690 to 1712) and is not incon-
sistent with the proper government and discipline
of the church. This is fully stated and explain-
ed in principal Hill’s % view of the conatitution of
the church of Scotland.” It is not to be expected
that our church will ever obtain that establishment
and support which she claims inthis country from
the Sovercign and Parliament, except upon some
such conditions as have just been mentioned. It
will occur to every reader, that, if Presbyteries ba
careful and strict in examining candidates for licen-
cesand for ordination, no improper person can
ever be appointed to any congregation, whether
under patronage or not,

Tam not aware of any passage in scripture, nor
in our Confession of faith,that enjoins cither popu-
lar electionsor presentations of ministers by pa-
trons, when their services are required ; and there-
fore it may be inferred, that it is not a matter of
conscience nor of greatunportance which modeis
followed : But, from what has come to my know-
ledge, during a long residence in this Province, I
am convinced that, in this country at least, patro-
nage is the most safe, expedient, and least objec«
tionableof the two. Particularly when the King,or
Chief Magistrate, is to be the patron ; and there
can be no other, except some person acting by the
Sovercign authority, if we obtain corporations
and endowments from the Crowcn, such a3 we have
claimed and are entitled to, both in Jaw and equity.
« The patron's right of disposing of & bencfice or-
iginally arises either from the patron or his ances-
tors &c, being the founders or builders of the
church ; from their having given lands for the
maintenance thercof 3 or from the church's being
built on their ground ; and frequently from all
three together.™®  So that, though by this law,
which is founded in reason, we may have some
private patrons, yet they are not likely to be nu-
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.merous, nor to occasion any inconvenicnce or bad
.consequences.

1 cannot better conclude than by a quotation
from a pamnphlet published four years ago, in the
mother country, by a minister of our church,} ex-
posing the sophistry and fallacies of the voluntary
system. ¢ It isalmost, however, a new doctrine,
to assert the inexpediency and unlawfulness of ec-
clesiastical endowments for supporting the ser-
vice of God, and diffusing the light of the gospel.
1have stated; in the outset, that I am not anxious
to find the exact mode] of a christian church, either

‘asto its discipline or secular administration, in the
New Testament, I look for conformity of spirit
rather than of practice, and hold thisto be one of
those points in which the wisdom of God is mani-
fest, in leaving all such arrangements to be scttled
according to the means and circumstances of dif-
ferent cqmmunities ; always having 2 regard to
the obvious and acknowledged spirit of thie gos-
pel.”

What has been said on this important subject,
will, it is hoped, awaken the attention of your rea-
_ders and induce some person, better qualified, to
come forward and illustrate more fully, and en-
force with greater energy, my views and expecta-
tions of the policy that should, and I trust will, be
adopted by that scion of theScotuish church winch
js planted in the Canadas.

A Liavyay or Tur Scormisn Cyurcit,
Lower Canada, 1ith Nov, 1557,

+ Encyclopeedia Britannica, 4th Edition, Article
Patron,

t The Rev. James Eisdale, of Perth.

From the Scottish Ierald.
BIOGRAPIIICAL SKETCH OFJOIIN CALVIN.

Joln Calvin, the distinguished Reformer, was born
at Noyon, in Picandy,on the 10th of July 1509.
From the respeet in which his parents were Leld, even
by the pobility of the district in which they lived,
John veceived a very liberal education with ‘the chil-
dren of the Mommors, a family of the first rank in
the ncighborhood. He accompanicd them to Paris,
where he studied in the College de la Marche, under
the celchrated Matarin Cordier, or Corderius. Thence
he removed to the College of Montaigu, where lie had
for* his tutor a Spaniard of extensive altainments asa
scholar.
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Calvin's father, as he wished that--his son. should
cater the church, obtained from the Bishop of Noyon
a benefice in the Cathedrul church of that city, and
afterwards the parochial cure of the village Pont
PEveque, which had been the birth-place of the elder
Calvin, Before leaving France, accordingly, John
Calvin officiated for a short time as a curate in the
Romish church ; but in the wise Providence of God,
he was prevented from continuing long in commu.
nion with the apostasy of Rome. His father, think.
ing that the study of the Jaw presented a better field
for the successful exercise of his son's talents, recom-
mended his abandonment of the clerical profession,—~
astep which the yourg man was the more ready to
take, as, by the divine blessing accompanying lus stu-
dy of the Sacred Writings, he had become disgusted
with the superstitions of the Romish lucrarchy, and
convinced of the accordance of the Protestant princi-
ples with the Word of God.

Having come to the resolution of dedicating his
talents to the study of the legal profession, he repair-
¢ed to Orleans for that purpose. And so rzpid and
astonishing was his progress, that in a short time he
was judged capable of filling the chair in the absence
of any of the professors, and on lcaving the Univer-
sity, he was offered the degree of Doctor, free of ex-
pense.  His studics, however, were not confined to
taw, but he spent much of his time in the perusal of
the Scriptures, and he was frequently consulted by
those who wished to be instructed in the reformed relt-
gion.  Atthis peried he was accustomed, after a fru-
gal supper, to study till midnight, and employ his
morning hours in bed reviewing the stodies of the
preceding night.  Though far frum favorable to health,
this sustained exertion could not fail in enabling him
tostore up that mass of solid crudition which so dis-
tinguished him in afler hife.

Anxious to perfect himself in the profession which
he had adopted, Culvin attended the lectures of a dis-
tinguished civilian at Bourges; but from this place he
was speedily recalled in consequence of the sudden
death of his father. Aftcr this melancholy event,
which dcprived him of a valuable counscllor and
guide, ke removed to Paris, where, in  his twenty-
towth year, he published his commentary on Sencea’s
Epistle concerning Clemency.  Whilein Paris, he be-
came intimately acquainted with a number of those
who liad espoused the reformed religion; and so0 deep-
ly did he becomie interested in their p. inciples, that he
resolved to dedicate himsclf 1o the service of God,
conncction with the Reformed Church.

Iis well-known talents and zeal led the Roman
Catholics to watch his movements with the ut-
most suspicion, and they were not long in Sinding an
excusc for raising against him and his fricnds a keen
persecution.  He found protection and an asylum,
however, at the court of the Queen of Navarre, by
whosc intercession with the French Government the
stormt was dispclied.

Py 1A > in
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-In the year 1634, the utmost scverities were inflict-
ed upon the reformers.  Eight martyrs were burned
alive in Paris ; and the King, Francis, L, declared
that he would not sparchis own children if they should,
by any chance, bo infected with these ¢ exccrable
heresics,” as he called them.  Calvin, grieved at the
spirit of intolerance and persecution thus manifested
towards his friends, determined to leave France, and
accordingly he did so, after having first published, at
Orleans, a small work in opposition to the doctrine
that the soul sleeps when in & state of separation from
the body.

In retiring from France,he proceeded as far as
Basle, where he devoted himsclf to the study of the
Hebrew language, and published his Institutes of the
Christian Religion, which have long been highly valu-
ed as an excellent system of theology. After com-
pleting this incomparable work, he set out for Italy
to visit Renee, the Duchess of Ferrara, and daughter
of Louis X1L, King of France. Theinterview was
very pleasing to both parties, and tended to confirm

.the Duchess still more strongly in her attachment to
the reformed principles. During the rest of Calvin's
life she continued his sincere and steady friend.

From Italy he passcd again into France, where he
settled his affairs, and brought along with him Antho-
ny Calvin, his only surviving brother. His inten-
tion wrs to return to Basle or Strasburg, but in con-
sequence of the war which raged in various interven-
ing places, he was led to change his route, and thus
was conducted by the mysterious arrangements of Pro-
vidence to Geneva,—the city which proved the scene
of his useful and laborious efforts in the cause of Christ
throughout the whole of his future life. The Gos-
pel had before this time,beenintroduced into Geneva by
the joint exestions of two very distinguished charac-
ters, William Farcl and Peter Viret.  On reaching
the city, Calvin, waited upon these good men, when
Farel took the opportunity of urging him to remain
with them and share their labors., For some time
Calvin was resolute in refusing to comply with the
arguments, powerful though they were, which were
brought forward, when at length Farel, with a solem-
nity and pathos sufficient to awe themind, burst forth
in these words: “I dcnounce unto you, in the name
of Almighty God, that if, under the pretext of pro-
sccuting your studics, you refuse to labor with usin
this work of the Lord, the Lord will curse you, as
sccking yourself rather than Christ.”  Terrified by
thisdreadful denunciation, Calvin surrendered him-
self to the disposal of the Presbytery and Magistrates,
who, with the consent of the people, appointed him

_preacher,and invested him also with the responsible of
fice of Professorof Divinity.

No sooncr had Calvin become connceted with the
church in Geneva, than he devoted his powerful mind
20 the consideration of its internal condition,which was
yet unsettled.  Besides publishing a fonmulary of doc-
tine, and a catechism, he induced the citizens openly
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to abjure the crrors of Popery, and on the 20th July
1539, the senate and the people, openly preceded by
t public seribe, solemnly avowed theic adherence to
the doctrine of the christian religion. For some time
a violent opposition was made to the exertiors of Cal-
vin by the Anabaptists, but so completely did he si-
lence them in & public disputation, that they almost
disappeared from the church of Geneva.  Another
and a more copious source of discouragement, how-
ever, arose from the divided state of the city. Be-
sides the profligacy which prevailed among certain
classes of the community, ancient family feuds hap-
pened about this timg to be revived.  In this state of
matters, when the minds of the people were agitated
with civil broils, Farel, Calvin, and Couraut, openly
declared that they could not conscientiously admimster
the Lord’s Supper. This so enraged the chief men
of the city, who were themsclves opposed to Calvia
and his collcagucs, that these faithful servants of Christ
were ordered to leave the city within two days,
When Calvin was informed of the decree which had
passed, he calmly said, ¢ Certainly, had 1 been inthe
service of men, this would have been a2 bad reward ;
but it is well that I have served Him, who never fails
to repay his servants whatever he has once promis-
ed.?

The banishment of these three devoted men pro-
duced a great sensation in the Refurmed churches
throughout Switzerland and Germany.  Various at-
tempts were made to prevail upon the governors and
people of Genevato rccal them ; but in vain. They
remained firm to their purpose.  Calvin  accordingly
went first to Basle, then to Strasburg, where, with the
sanction of the senate, he was appointed professor of
divinity, with a liberal stipend.  The ability with
which he filled the chair to which he had been chosen,
soon raised his fame ; and such was his influence over
ceven the civil authoritics of the place, that he succeed-
¢d in planting a French church, and introduced such
discipline as he approved. Nor did he forget his
poor perseented flock at Geneva, but by his letters en-
couraged and comforted them under all their trials,
predicting that brighter days yet awaited them,

While at Strasburg, Calvin published his # Chris-
tian Institutions” in a more enlarged form, his * com-
mentary on the Epistle to the Romans,” and a valuable:
treatise on the Lord's Supper. At this period also
the Reformer married, by theadvice of Bucer, Idoletic
de Bure, the widow of a leader ameng the Anabap-
tists.

In 1541 Calvin was appointed by the ministers-of
Strasburg to rcpresent them in the conferences which
Charles V. ordered to be held, first at Worms, then
a Ratisbon, for the purpose of attempting a recon-
ciliation between the Protestants and  Roman Catho-
lics. Hisappcarances on both these occasions gave
great satisfaction, and  Mclancthon in pasticular was
so highly delighted, thathe oficn honoused him with
the name of “ the divine.”
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The time was now come whenthe Lord was pleas-
ed to revive his own work in Geneva.,  Of the four
chief persecutors of God's servants, two of them were
dead, and the other two banished, anda desire was
universally manifested that Farcl and Calvin should
be recalled. The former, who had taken up his resi-
dence at Neufchatel, refused their request. A depu-
tation was accordingly sent to Strasburg that they
might prevail upon the citizens to part with Calvin,
‘To this they were very reluctant, and though the Re-
former still loved the people of Geneva, he declined to
quit a place where the Lord had so strikingly blessed
his Jabors. At length, however, he was constrained
toyield, and on the 13th of Scptember 1541, he re-
turned to Greneva, heartily welcomed both by the sen-
ate and the people. The understanding at Strasburg
was, that his removal from them was merely tempora-
¥y, butthe people of Geneva did not rest until e was
established permanently among them. As the only
<ondition, however, on which he would consent to re-
main, he stipulated that the Presbyterian plan of church
government should become the adopted system of the
Genevan churches. A decree was accordingly passed
by the senateto that effect,

Being now settled in the former scene of his labors,
he exerted himself more vigorously than ever in his
varied and important dutics. In every fortnight he
preached onc whole weck ; thrice cvery week he de-
livered lectures; on the Thursdays he presided in
the mcetings of the Presbytery ; on the Frndayshe
expounded the Holy Scriptures to the congregation.
Besides these zmployments he wrote many learned
cammentari.  -sn the sacred Looks, produced contro-
versial writiu,. -« various kinds, and carried onan
extensive correspondence.  These, however, were
merely his public avocations. His society was so
much courted by enlightencd men, that visitors from
every part of Europe came to Gieneva to ask hus ad-
vice in religious matters.  And such was the versa-
tility of his powerful mind, that in the mudst of Ius
weightiest and most important studies, he was acces-
sible to all who seught his counsel or assistance. And
in seasonsof peculiar trial to the Reformed Churches,
thekindness of this great and good man was remarka-
bly shewn, In conscquence of persceution, great
numbers driven from Italy and France resorted to Ge-
neva, where they obtaned an asylum and in the de-
voted Calvin they found a frieng.

The attention which Calvin paid to his own flock
wag incessant.  He visited, warned, cxhorted them;
and when the city was besct with the plague and fa-
mine, he stood forward regardiess of his own lifc,
anxjous to promote the spiritual and temporal weifare
of the poor distressed people.  'Wherever his services
-were required he was ready at his post. But it was
more peculiarly in seasons when the cause of religion
wasin peril, that the energics of Calvin were put

«forth, "Whether in opposition tothe Roman Catholics,
the Anabaptists, or the Libertines, he wielded his pen
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manfully in defence of the truth, The work: which
he published on the necessity of reforming the church,
and which appeared at the time the diet was assem-
bled at Spiers, attracted peculiar notice, and was, un-
der God, one of the great means of awakening at-
tention to the subject,

The fidelity of Calvin in discharging his pastoral
duties exposed him to much obloquy and opposition
from the immoral portion of the population of Geneva.
He remained resolute and unmoved however, boldly
declaring the word of truth, and reproving with all
carnestness the vices which prevailed in the city. Nor
‘was this faithfulness in God's work unattended with
its reward. The church of Geneva wonderfully in-
creased in numbers, and the estimation in which the
Reformer was held, rose higher still, from the atten-
tion which he shewed tothe suffering Protestants who
flocked thither from all quarters.

About this period, though for & season he enjoyed
acessation from public disputes and contentions, he
suffered a severe stroke in the death of his wife, who
appcears to have been much esteemed for her piety and
Christian prudence. Her last words were peculiarky
refreshing, ¢ O glorious resurrection ! God of Abra-
ham and of allour fathers! not one of the faithful
who have hoped in thee, for so many ages, has been
disappointed: X will also hope.”

‘The Genevan church now assumed in all its extent
the Presbyterian polity, and in addition to public
preaching the consistory resolved that every minister
should visit every family from house to house, expound-
ing the Scriptures, and catechising the inmates, with
the view of ascertaining the extent of their knowledgo
of divine truth. Al festivals were abolished, and no
other day was permitted to be kept holy except the
Sabbath. These arrangements were not made, how-
ever, without vielent opposition, so violent asto have
broken the spirit and discouraged the efforts of -any
other man than John Calvin. He bore all with chris-
tian resignation and invincible patience.  In the midst
of all opposition he remained firm in the maintenance
of those doctrines which he believed to be consistent
with the Word of God, and calmly but courageously
obviated the objections which were offered against
them. The language which he employed in speaking
of the enemies of the truth was, we admit, in some
cases strong, but were wein possession of all the circum-
stances, our opinion, in this respect, might be consid=
crably modified. The charge has been made agawst
our Reformer that he was too harsh in his treatment of
hieretics, and more particularly that he was accessory
to the burning of Servetus. The punishment, how-
ever, of this arch-heretic, it ought nevei to be forgot-
ten, was the decres of the scnate, not of the church;
and though Calvin and his colleagues might not con-
sider themselves justificd in interfering with what they
regarded as the rightful prerogative of the magis-
trate, we ought to be cautious in blaming where we
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are not sufficiently acquainted with the state of the
cuse. .

In the condition of foreign churches, Calvin took a
particular interest. By his correspondence he ani-
mated and encouraged the persccuted Protestants in
Poland, France, andEngland ; and the refugees from
these countrics, who camcto Gencva, he treated with
ell kindness and christian regard.

About this time he was attacked with a severe ill-
ness when preaching, and obliged to leave the pulpi.
Rumors immediately spread that the Reformer was
dead, and the Roman Catholics rejoiced at the intell-
gence so greatly, that a day of public thanksgiving
was appointed at Noyon, his native nlace. The n-
telligence, however, was false, for Calvin speedily re-
covered his wonted health and activity. Soon after
he had regained his strength, he published his admira-
ble commentarics on the Psalms, For some months
his mind was much occupicd with the gloomy state of
affairs in France. A persecution had broken out with
great atrocity and violence at Paris, and the blood of
many Protestants was ruthlessly shed. At the insti-
gation of Calvin the German states interfered, and by
their friendly intercessions put an end to the calami-
ties of the church,

Inlittle more than a year from his former iliness,
Calvin was seized with a quartan ague, which, con-
tinuing for eight months, reduced him to astate of de-
bility, from which he never aficrwards completely re-
covered. By the advice of his physicians, and atthe
urgent request of his friends, he was prevailed upon
to refrain from preaching in public, and delivering his
theological lectures. He still, however, continucd to
devote his days and nights to the dictating and wnt-
ing of lettersto various parts of Europe, and he very
frequently exclaimed amid his constant employment,
¢ How unpleasant to me is an idle life !’ Nor did he
cease totake an interest in public matters, It was by
his advice and cncouragement, indeed, that amid all
the troubles to  which the republic of Geneva was at
this time cxposed, the inhabitants established an ex-
tensive seminary or college for the instruction of
youth. Assoon as his health would permit, he re-
sumed, though in great weakness, his labors, both in
the pulpit and the theological chair. His strength,
however, gradually diminished, and onthe Gth of Feb-
ruary 1564, he delivered his last sermon with difficulty,
in consequence of an oppression on his chest.  From
that day he taught no more 1n public, unless when he
was carried occasionally to the chureh, and addressed
his peoplein a few words. The discase under which
he labored in hislast iMness was very severc and com-
plicated, but in him * patience had her perfect work.”

Ingiving an account of the dying scenc of this tru-
ly useful and cminent scrvant of God, we cannot do
better than guote the language of one of his most de-
voted and constant friends, Beza :—¢ On the 10th of
March, we, his brother ministers, on paying our visit

i

together ag usual, found him dressed, and siting at
the little table where he was dccustomed to write or
study. On sccing ug, he sat silent, resting his fore-
head on his hand for some length of time, as he fre.
quently did when engaged in study and meditation ;
and then, with & voice occasionally interrupted, but &
kind and cheerful countenance, he said, ¢ Ircturn you,
dearest brethren, my most hearty thanks for all your
solicitude on my account, and hope in a fortnight I
shall be present, for the last time, at your consistory,’
(wlnch was cstablished for discipline of morals,) ¢ for
Ithink that the Lord will then manifest his pleasure
with respect to me, and toke me to himself> He did
attend the consistory on the 24th of March, as usual,
and when the business was finished in a peaceable
manner, he observed, that he felt some further continu-
ance was granted him by the Lord.  He then took up
a French New ‘Testament, read to us himself some of
the marginal annotations, and requested the opinion of
Ius brethren, since he had undertaken to correct them.
He was worse on the following day, having been fa-
tigued with the labors of the preceding ; but on the
27th, he was carried 10 the door of the senate-house,
und being supported by two of his attendants, walked
into the hall, and after proposing a new rector of the
school to the senate, he uncovered his head, and re-
turned than thanks for the favors already conferred
upon him, and parsticularly for their attentions in his
last illness. ¢ For,” he said, * I think I have entered
this house for the last time.” Having uttered these
words with difficulty, and a faltering vorce, he took
his last farewell of the senate, overwhelmed with sor-
row, and bathed in tesrs, On the 2d of April,
which was Easter-day, although suffering from great
debility, he was carried to church an a chair, was pre-
sent with the whole congregation, reccived the Lord’s
Supper from my hand, and conjoined 1n singing the
hynmn, with a trembling voice, but with mamfest ex-
pressions of joy shining forth from his dying counte-
nance,”

A few daysafter he sent to inform the syndics and
senators that he wished to meet them once more, and
he intended, thercfore, next day, to be carried to the
senate-room.  The senators, however, afraid that his
health might be injured by the exertion, repaired in
procession from the senatc-room to the house of Cal-
vin. The address which he dclivered to the civil
authoritics on that occasion was peculiarly solemn and
affecting.  The important admonitions with which it
closes are well worthy of attention,

* If you would preserve this republic in security,
sce 0 it with unremitting care, that the sacred seataf
authority, in which God hath placed you, be notde-
filed with the pollution of sin ; for he isthe only sq-
vercign God, King of Rings, and Lord of all lords, who
wiil honor those that honorhim; but on the other
hand, will cast down, and cover with disgrace, thosc
by whom heis despised.  Worship him therefore, ac-

cosding to lisprecepts, and let your minds. be wmore
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and more intensely directed to the obeying of his will,
for we are always at @ very great distance from the
performance of our duty. I know the temper and
manncrof you all,and am aware of your nceding
exhortation.  There is none, even of those who excel,
without many imperfeetions; and let cach in this case
examine himsclf with carc, and ask of the Lord the
‘supply of his known dcficiencies.

« We see what vices reign in the greatest number
of the assemblics convened in the world,  Some, cold
and indifferent to the public interest, pursue with cag-
crness their own private emoluments ; others, are onty
intent upon the gratification of their own passions;
some make a bad use of the distinguished talents Le-
stowed upon them by God; while others are vain-glo-
rious, and confidently demanded that the rest of their
fellow-counscllors should sanction their opinions.

« X admonish the aged not to envy such young per-
sons as they find tobe endowed by God with particu-
lar gifts; and I warn younger persons to conduct
themselves with modesty, and to avoid all presumption.
Let there be no interruption of one another in the per-
formance of your dutics. Shun animositics, and all
that acrimony which has diverted so many from a
proper line of conduct in the discharge of their office.
You will avoid these evils, if cach of you confines
himself within his proper sphere, and all perform with
fidelity the part intrusted to them by the State. In
civil trials I bescech you to avoid all favor, or enmity ;
use no crooked artsto pervert justice; let none, by
any plausible address of his own, prevent the laws
from having their due effect ; nor depart from cquity
and goodness.  If the cvil passions excite temptation
inany one, let him resist them with fiomness, and look
to him by whom he has been placed on the seat of
judgment, and ask the same God for the guidance of
his Holy Spirit.

 Finally, I beseech you to pardon all my infirmi-
tics, which I acknowledge and confess before God, and
his angels, and in your presence also, my honorable
fords.” *

Having finished his discourse, he offered up a pray-
er in behalf of the scnators, gave his right hand to
‘each of them separately, and bade them adicn.  The
“dying mannext sent for the ministers of Geneva, and
having exhorted them, in 2 very touching manner, to
-zcal and perseverancein the good work of the Lord,
he commended them to Geod mdividually, They parted
from him in tears, lamenting the loss of onc by whose
counsel and prayers and instructions they had so much
profited.

The closing scenc is thus described by Beza .—
¢t Calvin spent the remainder of his days, until death,
in almost constant prayer. His voicc,indecd, was in-
terrupted by the difficulty of respiration ; but his eyes,
which retained their brilliancy to the last, uplifted to
heaven, and his serenc cotntenance, were certain proofs
of the fervour of his devotion, and of his trustand
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confidence in God.  Tlcoften in his prayers repested
the words of David, ¢ Lord, I opencd not my mouth,
beeause thou didst it 3 andat times those of Hezekiah,
1 did mourn like a dove” Oncc also I heard him
say, ¢ Thow, Lord, bruisest me, but I am abundantly
satisfied, since it is thy hand.! His doors must have
stood open day and night, if all had been admitted

| who from sentiments of duty were desirous to see hi;

but as he could not, from difficulty n speaking, diréct
his discourse to them, he requested they would rather
pray for him, than be solicitous about paying their
visits. Often, also,though I always found him glad
to receive me, he was very scrupulous respecting the
least interruptions thus given to the duties of my of-
fice, so sparing was he of the time which he knew
oughtto be spent in the service of the church 3 and
his conscicentious feclings, lest he should give the smalk
lest troubleto his friends, excceded the bounds of mo-
deration.  Such was the manner of comforting both
himself and friends until the 19th of May, when we
ministers were accustomed to meet relative to the cen-
sure of morals, and to take a friendly meal together
two days beforc Whitsuntide, and the celebration of
the Lord’s Supper. He expressed a wish that the
common supper should on this day be prepared at his
house, and rallying his little strength that remained,
was carried from his bed to the adjoining chamber,
when he said, ¢I come to sce you, my brethren, for
the last time, ncver more to sit down with you at table.’
Such was the commencement of one of the most mel-
ancholy repasts weever took.  He then offered up a
prayer, took a small portion of food and discoursed
withus at supper it as cheerful a manner as his weak-
ness pennatted.  Before supper was fully fimshed, he
ordered himself to be carnied back to the adjomning
chamber, and  addressing the company with a dis-
tinctly smiling countcnance, said, ‘ This intervening
wall will not prevent me from being present with you
in spirit, though absent in body.” His prediction
was fulfilled, for from this day he always lay ina
horizontal posture, his small body, cxcept his coun-
tenance, which was very little changed, being so much
emaciated, that breath only remained.  On the 27th
of May, the day of his death, he appeared stronger,
and spoke with less difficulty ; butthis was the last
cffort of nature, for about eight o’clock in the evening
certain symptoms of dissolution suddenly manifested
themselves.  When one of his domestics brought
one of the brethren, and me, who had only just Ieft
him, this intelligence, I returned immediately with all
speed, and  found he had died in so very tranquila
manner, that without his feet and hands being in any
respeet discomposed, or his breathing inereased, his
senses, judgment, and in some measurc his voice
remaining entire to his very last grasp, he appeared
morc to resemble onc in a statc of sleep than
death.”

Thus dicd one of the brightest characters that has
ever adorned the page of history. His death was
bewailed Dy all classes of the community. - In' him
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THE RELIGIOUS INDIFFERENCE OF CANADA AND ITS POLITICAL RFFECTS.

him. the church of Geneva lost u faithful and de-
voted pastor, the city @ wise, philuntlnopic, snd
public spinted cuizen, the college w learned aml able
professor, and all, a common parent und friend
His funcral was attended by the authorities, civil
and ceclesinstical, ot the town, and & great propor-
tion of the citizens.  Many teus were shed on the
ocension, and for some days n gloom scemed to be
thrown over the ciy.  Accordmg to Ins own i
rections 10 wunwmenl was crected w0 lns emory.
Nveither was this necessary.  Calvin can never be
forgotten.  Si monumentinm quacsisy cereumspece,
you wish to sce his munwuent, reader, luvk around
you.”

Tug Rauciovs InmrrirkNcE oF CaNaba AND
118 Portricar Errners.

We find the first evidence of' the rehgious indif-
ference of our Provincial commumty i the very
zeneral opposition that has been raised agamst all
pubiic provision for the maintenance of sacred
institutions, This opposition has oftener than
once been manifested even in the deliberations and
decisions of the popular branch of the Legislature.
its origin, we are aware, may be traced to the il-
liberal and unwise policy which the Jocal govern-
ment has uniformly pursued in maintaining the ex-
clusive right of the Episcupal churchto the whole
of the munificent endowment made for the sup-
port of the Protestant religion in this colony—and
it has of late been greatly increased by the
jealousies of sectarian rivalship ; butats true and
more latent cause may be discovered m that pre-
vailing indifference to religion and all its institu-
tions, which formsso remarkable and sad a featore
in the character of our Canadian population, I'o
multitudes among us it isa matter of small con-
cern in what form religion exists, or whether it
existat all ; and while they are loud and virulent
in their condemnation of cvery legislative mea-
‘sure which may favorits support—they themselves
will not assist it-—no not with oneof their fin-
gers.  On such a question as that of religious en-
dowments we admit that there may be a diversity
of opinion ¢ven among wise and good men ; for
alas ! it camnot be denied that they have often
been s0 grossly abuscd—so prostituted to unholy
purposes—so often granted for the dissemination of
error—that very colorable pretextsnaght be alledg-
ed against them ; and the cuemies of religion
this couu(t)ry have most industrionsly avaled them-

113

selves of these accidental circumstances to turn
the public mind against them.  Nay, we have
sometimes had the mortification to witness, thuse
whom we esteemed the true disciples of Christ,
lending their aid to the infidel and profane to
alienate and destroy those resources for the sup-
port and extension of religion, which under the
control und management of an enlightened and
ehristlan adwinistration could st fal to be of sig-
un) ndvantage to the country.  But to prove that
this uppusition has ansen in general from indiffer-
ence tu all religion, we night ack the attentive obe
servery whether the opponents of a legislative pro-
vision for the support of’ religion have appeared to
evince their concern for it by liberal voluntary aid?
Are they found among the zcalous supporters
of the grospel intheir on n neighborhood? Do wefind
thew acting for this end with that unwearied spirit
and energy, and with that persvual sacrifice which
thie love of Gudand the faith of a christian, and
concern for the souls of their own fumily and those
around them, would inspire 7 On the contrary,
is it nut rather observed thut these opponents are
chietly found among sucli as have put off'all regard
cven for the outward forws of’ religion, or who are
contented with such occasional and imperfect mi-
nistrations of it as chance may throw in their
way? We bave no fear in hazarding the asser-
tion that if all inthis province were as deeply con-
vinced of the importance of sacred institutions as
they ought to be—both Sor their own and thewr
country’s good—tl:cy would manifest their convic-
tiuns not only by a greater hiberality from their
onii substance, but they wouldrejoice in any other
wode of extrancous aid which the providence of
Gudinight vpen up.  And whenever the spint of
& devuted picty shall pervade vur population and
legislaturs, religion will share m thar legislative
beneficence as well as cducation, The tramning
of young men for usefulness in the state is an ob-
ject worthy of the statesman’s care ; and wken
the fear of God, and the knowledge of Christ’s
gospel shall be regarded as cssential elements of
all that is great and goodin the human character,
the means by which these may beinstilled into the
vational mind will not be left to precariousness and
adventure. Meanwhile as to these, our provincial
community is inan unsettled and perilous stage of
its existence,  Gathered together from the four
winds, cach las anported with lun—along with
wlatever he may hine possessed of true and good
—the prejudices wlinch be imbibed from lus native
soil ; und the condition of the people in a recent
colony scems pecul.arly favorable to the growth of
opinionativeness nnd conceit.  Irom these causes

there arise daily a dizcordancy of opinion and sen-
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timent,both on politicaland religioussubjects, which
if not kept in check by christian charity, may
produce very ruinous consequences, We think
this feature in our provincial character should a-
waken the most anxious solicitude, and should lead
ull who fear God and love their adopted country
to embrace the most effectual methods of diffusing
among the people a spirit of “truth unity,and cou-
cord.” And we speak on the high authority of
God's word when weaffirmthatthere isnot anotherin-
strument more powerful for effecting thisunanimity
than that gospel,touching which so many areindiffer-
rent, Weappcal to you, whom we now address~—
claiming as wedo the alliance of birth with different
countries, whether there be not a kindly uniting
principle in the religion we profess ; whether, af-
ter reverently worshipping God in his temple we
have not felt inspired with kindred sentiments ;
and whether when wesat down at the Lords table,
commemorating the redemption of the world—we
did not feel that we were one in Christ Jesus, has-
tening to be where he is that we may behold his
glory. And we at least from an experimental
knowledge,may assert that peace and union follows
in the train of pure and undefiled religion. In
defiance of the sectarian contention with wkich we
are surrounded we shall indulge the pleasing an-
ticipation, that it shall yet blend us as a people in-
to one harmonious family, making us kindly af-
fectioned one towards another in brotherly love.
And when that period shall have arrived we shall
not have to deplore, as now we do, that our legis-
Iators, contrary to the practice of christian states,
transact the business of their country—business
involving its entire well-being—without invoking
the direction and blessing of the God of nations,
because they camnot sgree what minister of
Christ shall conduct their devotions before God.
‘When that period shallhave arrived it willbe deem-
ed of'as much importance to the country’s weltare,
that the remote and solitary settler in the waods,
famishing for the bread of life, shall be supplied
with this blessing, as that canals and roads and
bridges should be constructed. And then we
shall have no reason to deplore before God asa
national characteristic, anindifference which places
religion—man’s best comfort in time,and only pre-
paration for eternity—in the meanest rank in the
catalogue of a nation’s wunts,

Another ground on which we hazard the asser-
tion that religions indifference is among us a na-
tional sin——is the open and undisguised neglect of
ail theinstitutions of christianity,cvenwhenthe ob-
servance of them, might with a slight effort be
attainable. And that we may be impressed with

TIHE RELIGIOUS INDIFFRRENCE OF CANADA AND ITS POLITICAL RFFECTS,

the extent and enormity of this evil, let us con-
fine our attention to our own district.* It
conteins & population upwards of 33,000, To this
multitude we know of only 12 stated and regular
ministers—having pastoral charges—besides se-
veral itinerant preachers. Now, on the most
favorable supposition, we believe it will be
found that the average number of those who at-
tend regularly onthe Sabbath, the public worship
of God, throughout the whele district, will not ex-
cced 2,000,that is there is onlyone inten ofthe po-
pulation of our district who profess to regard even
the outward form of religion. Lest however we
may have erred in this calculation—~let us turn to
a smaller territory where greater certainty may
be attained : let us look at our own Town and
Township.* In its population of nearly
3,000, how many may be found walking in the re-
gular observance of christian ordinances? Wemuch
doubt whether 500 among all sects onan average,
mect together for the public worship of God,onthe
day that God has set apart for that solemn purpose.
Even in the town, with all the advantage for pub-
lic worship which it enjoys—can we .number 400
out of mearly 2000 who makeit apointofconscience
and of duty to giveregularattendance in the sanc-
tuary of God. Reckon up its families, and we
greatly fear you will not find one in six who pay
any stated and conscientious regard either to the
domestic or public rites of religion, The Sab-
bath bell summons them to the house of prayer,
but they arc deaf to its sound ; and the few scat-
tered worshippers, who wend their way to do home
mage to the God of heaven, as they pass along the
road, discover too many evidences that the Sabe
bath brings no hwoly or religious rest to multitudes
around them. Tell usnot that these careless peo-
ple may worship God in their familics and homes,
although they do not choose to meet with their
fellow christians in public assembly for that pur-
pose. This is contradicted by all observation.
For the history of Christ's church teaches that
wlierever religion prospers in the family, its blessed
influence will appear ina greater desire for the
public ministration of’ the word and ordinances :
and enlightened cliristians know that divine grace
is to be obtained only in the way God has promised
to communicate it, and those who turnasidefrom
that way in contempt of divine authority,will not
obtain God's blessing in any other, however much
they may delude themselves to the contrary. But
would that this evil werc not aggravated beyond
the point of mere indifference. Alas! it often
proceeds beyond this,even to @ contempt of the de-

+ Niagara.
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cencies of a christian community, Iave we not
heard the stillness of the Sabbath morn broken by
the noise of the drunkord returning from his revel?
Is not our car frequently stunned with the stroke
of the axe— as if the six days allowed by God were
not sufficient for human toil? Do we not some-
times witness an ostentatious recreation on the
evening of the solemn day which should be conse-
crated tothe concerns of immortality ? These are
proofs too painfully conclusive of a prevalent indif-
ference tothe things of God, and should press up-
on our souls feelngs of humiliation, lest on ac-
count of them He should visit us with rightcous
indignation,

The criminality and danger of this religious in-
difference is of & magnitude sufficiently appalling
when viewed even in its immediate efiects upon the
community ; but when we contemplate its future
consequences it must become an object of still
greater anxiety and alarm to every christian mind.
It is thenatural and universal tendency of irrcligion
to confirm and perpetuate itself ; and to inundate
thecountry whereit prevails with allthat moral and
political disorder which isnoxious to its well-being.
The prospect of such anevil in our circumstances
would be dreadful, even were our Canadian popu-
lation to accumulate only in the ratio of natural
increase. But when in addition to this we con-
sider that tens of thousands are yearly added to
the number by emigration from the mother coun-
try, and that not a few of these are infected with
the same spiritual malady that prevails among our-
selves, the evil assumes a much more threaten-
ing aspect. For let us ask what is the description
of rcople who leave their native land to seck with
their families a kome in this country ¢  Is it not for
the most part the poor, and the poorly cducated
who are borne on the tide of emigration—the very
class who in their native country, least desired and
profited least by its religious advantages, and who
when they are removed into a new country, are
most likely to cast off'the restraints which kept
them in some degree of order inthe land of their
birth—and to fall headlong into the vices of the
new community into which on this side of the At-
lantic they arcintroduced 7 Follow them through
these vast tracks of forest into their new settle-
ments, and do you not perceive a great likelihood
that they will add to their original vices those which
are peculiar to their new associates 2 Visit these
poor emigrant families and contemplate as & chris-
tian what ineets youreye. Behold a parent too
ignorant, perhaps too ungodly, to afford any solid
religious instruction, or any good example to his
children. Beliold these children, the future hope
of our country, growing vp in ignorance and spir-
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itual destitution.  There is no village school to
which they can repair. :Sabbath comes, but
the church-going bell sounds not in the forest,
and none of the Subbath excrcises are enjoyed.
{f at wide intervals any one penetrato to their set-
tlement in the gatb of a Christian Missionary, there
may be that in the style of his nddress, in the mnodes
of his worship, and in the peculiarities of his doc-
tring, which, when compared with what they were
accustomed to, tends rather to unhinge their religi-
ous sentiments than to strengthen them ; and the
conflicting dogmas of their different visitors, while
they gradually wear out from their minds the exclu-
sive vencration for the creed in which they were
brought up, substitute nothing else in its room.
That we do not in this matter speak unadvisedly,
we need only appeal to what has taken place in
ourtown township. We find on its assessment
roll for 1828,* in 2 population of 2,856, no fewer
than 831 persons who distinctly own that they do
notknow to what division of the Christian family
they belong, or whether indeed they assume the
Christian name at all ! "That attachment toa par-
ticular sect and creed, which cvenin the absence
of vital godliness answers some good ends, is en-
tirely destroyed.  This is an unavoidable con-
sequence of permitting the youthful mind to grow
up unimbued with religious principles, strange to
religious discipline, left without a guide, to be
tossed about in the most impressible period of life,
by the storms of conflicting opinions which every
wandering, unauthorised teacher eshe passes along
may raise in their vicinage. Similer processes of
unhingement and infidelity are at this moment go-
ing on every where around us—processes which, if
not checked, are pregnant with ewils, the extent
of which cannot by us be foreseen or estimated, to
our fresh and rising country. To us calmly re-
flecting on tese things, the impressionis 1rresisti-
ble, that both the parent state and the provincinl
legislature, arc very blameable for the indifference
which they have hitherto manifested regarding the
spiritual destitution of Canadian settlers. We do
not deny that it is the duty of every Christian peo-
ple who have the ability, not only to provide for
their own spiritual cdification, but also to do what
they can to disseminate the gospel throughout the
world,  But surcly this ability is not possessed
by thousands upon thousands in this vast unculti-
vated territory, struggling with the hardshaps and
pennry of aew settlements, and with whom years of
constant toil must pass away, ere they can hope to
attain uny thing beyond the merest necessaries of
life. Mcanwhile if they do not obtain forcign aid,

No religious census has bzen taken since that
period,

.
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they become habituated to their religious destitu-
tion 3 the desite for the spiritual privileges they
once enjoyed dies away ; their children growup in
hardencd indiflercnce 3 and crex they have gained
the power of suppoarting religions ordinances, they
have lost the inclination, and have ceased to
feel that religion te an immortal aud nccountable
being is the one thing needful, Would it not
then be o policy worthy of on cubightened and
Christian nation to employ every means to avert
a calamity, than which there cannot a greater befui
any people, cither in a political or moral point of
view? For is notthe happiness of every commu-
nity dependant on the sound moral and religious
teeling that pervades it 7 If'it be God’s prerogative
to “speak concerning a nation and concerning a
kingdom, to pluck up, and to pall down, and to des-
troy ity may we notfear that his judgments will fall
upon thepeople who do evil in his sight,and obey not
hisvoice? How criminai thieu must be that national
supineness and improvidence which would sufler a
people to deterioratein that which constitutes their
highest excellence ! Docs the parent state act the
part of a parent when she sends forth her teeming
thousands into her unpeopled provinciul solitudes,
and leaves them to feed on what the earth ay pro-
duce, without making a single cflort to prevent
them from relapsing into heathenism—~to raise
themin the scale of intelligence—to qualify them
for discharging the duties of' good citizens—or
to aid their preparation for their immortal destiny 2
On the men whose toil increased her wealth, whose
courage defended her bulwarks, whose blood flows
ina numerous kindred left behimd—the sinews of
their country’s strength—are these to be trans.
ported as exiles, treated as aliens and outcasts,
sold fora morsel of bread ; while all that is valaa.
ble in them as the children of reuson and the heirs
of immortality, is to be putin Lazivd and porit?
Far be from Britain such wrong—suach mpolitic
and unchristian wrong to her subjects,  lict her
rather foster those mstitutions, alucational and
religious, by which her peaple may be instructed
1o act the part of freemen m the state, and be qual-
ified by their intelligence and therr vutue, to dife
fuse the faith sent by the Gud of” merey, to heal
the afllictions, and compose the stnfe of a jarring
world,
N, M.

ON THE CONNBCTION BETWEREN POLITICS AND RELIGION,

from the Inverness Iierald.

TIE TIHE CONNECTION BETWEEN
POLITICS AND RELIGION.

ON

Thint there onght to be no connection hetween po-
lities and  religion, is so feequently urged on cvery
side, that many me apt to look on this as a question
on which theie can be no difference of opinion a-
mong reflecting wen.  One class of men, when
strongly pressed by the undeniable tendency of theiv
measures 19 exclude the Deity from any real recogni-
tion in the government of a world which he made and
continually preserves, think it auite suflicient to assert
holdly, that religion has nothing to do with politics.
‘The same assertion is urged by the nominal Christian,
when his political opinions and deportment are in ut-
ter opposition to the doctrines which -he professes to
embrace, as those of revelation,  And the sincerely
rcligious are not unfrequently led by this opinion to
forget their duty to the King of kings, when blinded
nltitudes madly endeavor to break his Lands asun-
der, and justify their fmpious enterprise, by placing
the maxims of false philosophy where the oracles of
God ought to be always paramount. 1t is a matter
of no ardinary jmpoitance to endeavor to ascertain,
whether a sentiment, which would exclude religion
from all control over relations, more than any other,
productive of human happiness or misery, be really
founded on the dictates of truth,

That wman is bound to employ all his faculties and
talents, imsuict obudience to the will of Him in whom
hie Jives, amd morves, and has his being, will be dented
by vone who believe that the same God who at first
created, does continually sustain and govern all his
wotks., This eclementary maxim  of human duty
ought at once to scttle the whole question, and to
stamp, as entire rebellion against the supreme Ruler,
all attempts to govern his cieatures wrespective of his
will, to whom rulers and ruled ave alike amenable.
But seeptics of all classes endeavor to evade the foree
of this truth, which strongly appeuls to the conscience
of crery reflecting man, by suggestng the impossibil-
ty of ascertaining his will, in a world where so many
opposite systems are maintained by an appealto the
same anthority. However conclusive such reasonings
may appear to minds which are still floating in utter
uncertainty as to what is truth, they arc wholly basc-
less in the view of those who have actually ascer-
txined the Divine will, by means of a revclation, ace
credited by a blaze of evidence, which has, in all ages,
commanded the obedience of the wisest and best men
who cver trode this earth.  For men to profess to
believe certain things on such authority, and then to
refuscto act in conformity with them in every circun-
stanee, isthe strangest absardity, and shows how
much professed belief there may be, where there is no
veal conviction of having actually found the truth. It
is striking to observe, how much of what passes a-
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mong the unreflecting for liberal legistation and liber-
al opinions, may be traced to no other source than
blank infidelity or universal scepticism—a system that
undeniably overturns the only sccure basis on which
the foundations of social order cun rest.  I'he first
French revolution was produced and urged forwad
by political doctrines of this dueseription, emanating
directly from the schools of Voltuire and Rousseau ;
and this mighty event caused their rapid and exten-
sive circulition over all the countries of Eurepe. But
surcly, if the fullacy of any theory cver was demon.
strated by experiment, this was the case with the doc-
trines of the philosophers and politiciwns of France;
which scemed to beam with henevolence and patrio-
tism when they were hailed by their unthinking ad-
-mirers, as lights destined to mtroduce a happier order
of things than the world had ever witnessed. A
state of civil disorganization ensued, sweh as human
socicty had never before exhilated, changing  at once
one of the most crvilized nations in the world, whose
government had been scttled for ages, into an arena of
confusion, violence, and massacre, which exceeded that
of the most barbarous countrics ; and wluch was at
last repressed, not by the dangerous cuthusiasts, who
were utterly unable to guide or alluy the storm they
had raised, but by the strong hand of the most porfeut
nilitary despotism which hasexisted in modern times.
It is difficalt to say, whether the separation  of poli-
tics from religion, as displayed in this great national
experiment, appears most opposed to the anthmity of
God, orto the welfare of man.  Political relations be-
ing those m which the most extensive evil may be
perpetrated, and in which the temptations 1o neglect
the rights of others arc strongest ; are just those in
which, most of all, man ought to be called to feel his
responsibility to the everlasting King ; being that sa-
lutary restraint, which universalexperience has shewn
to be alone able to shield society from the desolating
effects of human passions, urged onwards by umes-
trained selfishness.  Even the deluded Voltaire, a-
midstall the mist which infidelity had east over his
mind, scems to have discovered, at ene time, the utter
ruin which the disjunction of religion from politics
must sooner or later bring upon society.  For when
writing on this very matter, he declares, that as a sub-
Jject, he would dread lis rulers easting oft all the re-
stramts of religion, as in such 2 cnse nothing could
cflectually prevent them fiom contriving to overthrow
the vights and libertics of the people ; and, on the
other Land, he declases, that as a ruler, hie would
dread his subjects casting off” the restraints of religion,
as what would render his life insccure, when deemed
by them opposed to their own imaginary interests.

The great men of antiquity, who laid the founda-
tions of the mighticst empires which flourished in the
world, were quite aware, amidst all theiv ignovance of
Ahe true God, of the utter hnpossibility of cstablish-
ing any permanent system of civil govanment, with-

- out the sanctions religion. “Their historians and
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philosophers uniformly  held the same  sentimens.
Plato ealls religion the ¢bulwuks of government, the
tiest of all socicty, the fieniest suppoit of legislation,
and in his book e Rep,, assats, ¢ that religion
oughit to e the principal object of care in every repub-
ey’ Anstotle,lus in hook De Polit! nssigns the first
place, among  political dutics, to ¢ the concern ubout
divine things;’ the first law in the twelve tablesof the
ancient Roman institute, inculeated reverence for re-
lyqion ; Archytas declared, that the first lnw of the
constitution, ought to be for the support of what he-
longs tothe Gads ; Cicero, in his books de Nat. Deor.
aud de Legth, pronounces © rehigion the foundution of
human socicty,” and shews how important it is for ru-
lers, who would benefit their country,to do all in thete
power to uphold its authority; and Plutarch says,
¢ religion is the the first thing which claims attention
inthe framing of laws, for yonmay aseasily builda
city without ground as preserve order among the ci-
tizens without a belief of the deity,’ and this he il-
lustrates by referring to the original legislators  of
Llome, Sparta, Athens, and Greeee in general,  To
teach men, in thete political duty, to disregard the
authonty of God, was a doctrine considered perfectly
wupnous anong  heathen pohucians,  No doubt, the
mdispensable necessaty of rehgzion to the maintenance
of social order, has led many unreflecting men to look
upon it generally, as the invention of legislators, in or-
der to impose a restraint on human passions.  But if
the matter be carefully considered, the admission that,
mnrestiained by this principle, society will be continu-
ally in dinger of heing rent asunder, and communi-
ties of men assimitated to the wild herds of the forest,
is of itself, a strong collateral argument for the divine
origin of religion. No subject requires a stronger
hold over the passions of men than politics; and, if
uncontrouled by the fear of God, they exert over the
mind the same influence as habits of gaming; ren-
dering their victim insensible to the personal, domes-
tic, and social misery, which thicken around him, as
he incessantly presses on, with his mind almost whol-
1y absorbed in pursuit of the object of his ambition 3
while his feclings are hacrowed up by numberless
anxietics, from the frequent uncertainty to whick he 1
exposed as to the issue of the projeets, on which Jus
eyes are fixed with an intentness, such as makes him
more and moreindifferent to all besides.  Let polities
be separated entirely from religion, and not only is Je-
gislation like an cdifice built on the shifting sand, bt
if political agitation come to spread widely over a
country so circumstanced, the disorganization will
spread to the minutest sections of the social body.
Ience it happens, that the village politician is often as
remarkable for his disregard of the duties of his awn
station, as he is for his quick-sightedness in discerning
the tendency of measures intiaduced into the national
legislature ; quite forgetting that no external form of
government can pnaduce a happy or prosperous coun-
try, if the citizens be individualty corvupt, and indif-
ferent to their domestic and relative duties as members
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of socicty. INoman can be truly said to be the
friend of ¢the people’ while inimical, or cven indif-
ferent, to the causc of national godliness. Nations,
once most illustrious, have declined, and pesished from
their exalted station, when public virtue disappeared,
which never long survives the destruction of private
principle.  'What signify altcrations in the form of
political institutions, which many seem to consider the
only tests of patriotism, if that influence be neglected,
which can alone prevent the machinery thus crected
from being applied to the purposes of general and ex-
tensive injury 3

But, clearly as we might shew the connection be-
tween religion and politics, from the nearly universal
consent of mankind, the dictates of sound reason and
the principles of social expedicney, itis not on these
we wish to rest the chief support of our argument.
‘The necessity of having our politics in subjectionto
our religion, is distinctly asserted in the doctrines of
revelation.  There, the Deity asserts his right to go-
vern the nations ofthe world, declares his determination
to punish disobedience to his will by the infuction of
national judgments, and solemnly assurcs kingdoms,
that such evils can be averted only by turning in true
repentance from what has caused these tokens of his
anger. A bricf summoary of the political duty, en-
acted by the highest authority, may be found in these
words, spoken by Jeremiah, xviii, 7—10. ¢ At what
instant I shall spcak concerning a nation, and con-
cerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to puil down, and
to destroy it, if that nation against whom I have pro-
nounced, turn from their ewil, I will repent of the evil
that I'thought to do unto them. Aund at what instant
I shall speak concerning a nation to build and to plant
it, if it do evil in my sight, that it obcy nol my voice.
then I will repent of the good wherewith I said 1
would benefit them.! Can any man reccive these
words as the declaration of the unchanging God re-
garding the principles of his government over king-
doms of the world, and then maintain that religion has
nothing to do with politics ? For what arc politics,
but the principles on which the actings of nations pro-
ceed 7 And if those be in opposition to the divine
will, what belicver in the doctrines of revelation can
anticipate any result from actings thus directed, but
national ruin ? Every consistently religious man,
whether consulting the welfare of ¢ the people,’ or the
honor of religion, is loudly called on to do his utmost,
that the politics on which the legislation of %is coun-
try proceeds,be agrecable to the mind and will of Him,
whose hand unscen dirccts the destinies of na-
tions.

Many, who admit entirely the general principle we
have been laying down, feel deterred from asserting it
in the face of world, by their dread of cncountering
the arguments brought against it from the undemable
hypocrisy of many, who have used the sacred name
of veligion only to advance their own interested pur-
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poscs. DBut isthere any reason for this fear? Has
not the insincerity of many professing Christians led
unbelicvers to stigmatize, as hypocrisy, every profes-
sion of carncst zeal regarding religion 2 And ought
true Christians to be deterred on that account, from
publicly avowing their attachment to him, whose they
arc and whom they serve 3 Itis not to be denied,
that many have cndeavored to enlist religion en one
side of politics,who had no real concern for that which
they only call to their aid in the season of extremity.
But should that prevent others from opposing every
system of politics, which they believe to be opposed to
the Bible?  And ought they to be ashamed of avow-
ing, that the reason of their opposition is drawn, not
from their adherence to any of the shifting parties of
this world, but froi.: theic zeal for the authority of
God, which no country canlong forget with impunity?
Men arc not ashamed to avow their connection with
those who are recognized as the leaders of the se-
veral parties of their day ; and is it not most dis-
graceful for men to professto believe the Scriptures of
truth, and yet to fear to be ranked as supporters of
the principles of legislation, which are there held
forth ?

But,-when we contend for the connection of reli-
gion with politics, we do not mean, by religion, that
abstraction which may be any thing or nothing, but
that precise system of truth which is set forth in the
holy Scriptures. And, to be still more particular, we
hold religion to be not one or other of the various cor-
ruptions of this system, which the waywardness of
the human mind has produced ; but that doctrine,
which the fathers of the Reformation asserted, when
they raised the standard of Protestantism against the
monstrous apostacy of Rome, ‘This is the religion
which was interwoven with the whole fabric of the
British Constitution, at the memorable Revolution, and
which has sccured to Britain more internal peace and
outward prosperity, than ever was enjoyed .by any
country. ‘The same arguments which lead us to be-
lieve, that there is but onc book which contains the re-
vealed will of God, lead us toconclude, however much
we may beopposed to the mock liberality of the day,
that this revelation cannot have two meanings essenti-
ally opposed to each other. Could we but persuade
men to make this true religion, for the preservation ot
which our fathers were more anxious than for *he
maintaining of all their other privileges, the rul: to
dircct their political exertions, the result would be
quite the reverse of what ill informed persons antici-
pate as the incvitable effect of religious .controversy.

Religion points out to politicians the great rule by
which legislation ought to be dirccted, and at the same
time preseribes the temper and weapons, by which the
cause of truth ought to be maintained in the world.
Men, no doubt, have maintained what they termed re-
ligious controversy, in utter neglect of the temper ard
spirit  prescribed by true religion ; but this ought

ey
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no more to make us indifferent to assert its sacred
and unchanging claims, than tho unduc manner in
which other great objects have been advocated, ought
tomake us regardless of them. Is there any thing
valuable and important in the world, which has not at
some period been maintained in an unbecoming and
injurious manncr 3 The clamour often raised thought-
lessly against the union of religion with politics, ought
to be strenuously resisted by every man who under-
starids the interests of his country, or has a shred of
zeal for the rights and causc of religion.

Let men but be taught to believe, that for the omis-
sion or wrong performance of the duties resulting
from their political relations, they shall be brought to
judgment; ond this will at once give an exalted
character to those duties, altogether apart from the suc-
ress with which they may be attended, and cause eve-
1, .fort springing from such rciations to display a
moral dignity ; instead of those disgraceful scenes,and
that extensive destruction of sound principle, so often
produced by the conflict of political parties ; and
which, however much they may advance the cphemeral
clevation of individuals, inevitably deepen the nation’s
guiltiness. and accelerate the nation’sdoom.  Such
collisions are frequently dreaded by the true fricnds of
the people, as what comes like a moral blight, especi-
ally over the towns and morc nunierous classes of the
community, just because religion has often been prac—
tically excluded from politics, where, beyond all other
scenes, its influence was required to prevent the bounds
of duty from being trodden under foot amidstthe
overwhelming excitcment of partics.

A.

LETTER FrROM THE REV, DANIEL ALLAN, Mission-
ARY WITIIN THE BOUNDS OF THE PRESBYTERY OF
11aMiLTON,

Rev, Sin,

Your printed Circular of S1st Oc-
tober'last, forwarded to me by order of the Pres-
bytery of Ilamilton, was very late in coming to
hand ; and this circumstance, togcther with the
unhappily disturbed state of the country, which
especially during the last five wecks, has rendered
travelling a matter of more than ordinary difficulty,
put it quite out of my power to reply earlier.
Assoonalfter receipt of your letter as my other en-
gagements would permit, Iset outin quest of the
information required by the Presbytery ; and with
that view visited the following townships, viz.,
Malahide, Bayham, Dereha:n, Middleton, Hough-
ton, Walsingham, Charlotteville, Woodhouse,
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Walpole, Townsend, Windham and Norwich.
The following are my answers to the queries, ar-

ranged in the same order in which the latter are
put by the Presbytery.

1. The whole cxtent of the above townships,
in addition to those of Southwoldand Yarmouth,
which likewise I have been requested to embrace
in my report, is as nearly as I have been able to
ascertain, about 1,411 square miles, and eontains a
population of 13,100.

2, Within the above district there are in alt
about 28 religious teachers, viz,, 3 ministers of the
Church of England whose stations are, St. Thom-
as, Port Burwell and Simcoe; 13 Methodist
teachers, 8 only of whom may be considered as
preachers, the rest being cxhorters, &e., &c., 9
Baptist teachers, 2 only of whom seem worthy of
being called preachers, 1 Seceder ministerin South-
wold connected with the United Associate Synod,
1 respectable old gentleman at Simeoe, assuming
the name of Presbyterian, but whose connection
T had not the means of ascertaining, and any one
of a pretty numerous body of American Quakers;
in the township of Norwich, who may coxceive
himself moved to assume the office of instructing
his brethren.  In shost, within these bounds, ex-
clusive of the 8 English ministers referred to, there
are about 6 tolerably respectable spiritual guides,
cach of whom, I have ‘understood, receive, either
from the people or from the Society by wbich he
ig sent out, an annual salary varying from £20 to
£40 currency.

8. In many instances the preachers receive a
congiderable share of their support from individu-
als who have no other connection with them than
hearing them preach eccasionally. About one
fourth of the whole population of this district, have
at present no connection whatever with any relig-
ious body.

4. The character of the people generally as to
religious knowledge, ordinances and duties,
may easily be inferred from that of the greater
number of those who profess to be their teachers.
These are generally speaking, a set of well-mean-
ing perhaps, but very illiterate men, under the in-
fluence of the wildest fanaticism, incapable of en-
larged or consistent views of any religious system,
and whose knowledge can scarcely be said to
extend beyond a few peculiarities, either in doc-
trinc or in discipline, by which their particular
party happens tobe distinguished. The necessary
consequence of which is, that the great bulk of
their followers have but very few just or rational
ideas of religion. Itis a melancholy fact that the
greater number of those of them who make preten-
sions to superior picty, are really no better thana
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sct of mere visionarics, who appear to takeit for
granted that reason, coinmon sense, aud even
common decency, onght to have as little as possi-
ble to do with religious duties, just as if; becuuse
they a.e among the things generally speak-
mg, “highly esteemed among men,” they must
thercfore be 4 an abomination in the sightof God.”
More than once hiuve I heard allusions made to
such scriptural expressions as these, with the pro-
fessed view of justifying the grossest and most
indecent extravagancics by their acts of di-
vine worship. This poison of Arminianism too,
less or more mixes itselt'up with all their ideas of
christian doctrine ; and many of themare so igno-
rant, or 50 unsettled in their religious opinions,
that T know not what absurdity, be it ever so
monstrous, they may not by a little tact and man-
agement, be induced to assent to and receive.
Sabbath desecration is, in many instances, so com-
mon as to have almost ceased to be regarded as
criminal ; though Lam told it is much less gene-
ral than it was some yersago. More than a third
part of the population of this district, or about
7,000 individuzls arc unbaptized.

5. With the exception of Southwold and Yar-
mouth, the number of Presbyterians through-
out this district, is oxtremely small—scarcely
500 including both Scotcts and Irish of that de-
somination. The great bulk of the inhabitants
are Canadians and other Americans, whoare in
general either attachied to une ot other of the Me-
thodist bodies, or haveno religious denomination.
‘There arc aa great many Dulch sctticrs, espe-
ci‘a'l_ly'in Walsinghan and the contiguous town-
ships, who generally connect themaelves with the
Baptists. In the township of Walpole, there are
about 190 Scotch aud Irish Presbytenans ; about
70 in Simcoc, Victoria, Port Dover aud the vicimity
of these villages; abuut 30 inthe tonnshy of
Bayliam ; and probably 100 more scattered up and
down through the other towanslups, parucularly
Malalide and Houglton alung the ke shore.

6. The situation of the Preabytenans i respect
.to religious instruction and ordinances, is traly de-
Jplorable.  In several instances 1have met wath
persons who had not hicard serinon from a minister
of our church, for twelve, sixtecn, aighteen and
twenty years, except onone occasion some years
ago, whenthe Rev. Mfr. Bell was minong them. A
great many of their childeen are unbaptized.
They haveno other public meaus uf' grace than
thuse which arc wliurded by the occasional visits
of Mcthodist and Baplist preachars or eahorters,

whosc mode of expounding scripture; wnd of dis
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pens ng religious ordinances in general, they se
much dislike, that in most cases they prefer remain-
ing at home to uniting with them in acts of public
worship, ‘I'here are, asI have stated, only three
stations in the whole of this district, occupicd by
the Church of Lugland ; and except for the very
few individuals belonging to that bady, who are
scattered up and dumn the country, it would not
in all probabiiity greatly bnprove the moral and re-
ligious aspect of suciety here, were that number
trebled ; as many mdividuals, both of the natives
and of the old country settlers here, have repeat-
edly assured e, that among the people generally,
the forms of that church are extremely unpopular,
and that many would willingly comect themselves
witha Presbyterian congregation, were one formed
in their vicinity, who have long resisted all such
connection with the Lpiscopalians. The small-
ness ot their number, and the circumstauce of
their being so widely scattered, sceming to forbid
allhope of obtaining a settled minister, have hith-
erto prevented the Presbyterians within this dis-
trict, fromn giving practical evidence of those de-
sires which I belicve they have long and ardently
cherished on this subject.  But all of them with
whom T hiuve conversed, express their willingness
to aid the Presbvtery of Hamilton, to the utmost of
their power, in supporting a Missionary of our
church, should the Presbytery at any time have at
in their power to locate one among them.

7. If regard Le Lad eaclusively to the number
of Presbyterians it is manifest from the-preceding
stateiacnlsy that no opemug at present presents at-
self witlun these bounds fur o mibmster of our
church. If however any unportance can be attach-
cd to the opinion, once aml again expressed, of
several very indelligent and respectable Scotch-
men, long 1csident in these parts, there is sufficient
reason tu belicve that were a faithful minister of
our church once lacated in any of the now popu-
lous patls of the district, or fur example in Simcae
or Bayhaw, many adividoals of other denomna-
tious wauld gladly contribute to his support. 1
<o not thinh that fruta the Presbyterians aloneat
cach of these stations more could be obtained an-
wially Yor the maintenance of a minister than from
€30 to £10 currency.  The Presbyterians in Wal-
puley though much more numerous, could not, 1
am persuaded, aflord so much, as they are gener-
ally speaking, iu very straitened circumstance.

2. To supply the wants of the Preshyterian
population settled up and down within the bounds
of’ this Preshytery, ina satisfactory manner not
tewer than nine dssionazics would be necessney
viz, three to the castof tise Grand River, three be-
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tween the Grand River and London, and there-
maining three to the west of London.
DANIEL ALLAN.

London, 8th January, 1833,

Note. Mr. Allan, in the foregoing letter having
deemed itur ry to comm te any parttculars
respecting the village of St. Thumas, and the town-
ship of Southwold and Yarmouth, we think it smpor-
tant to state that in the above menttoned village and
township, thereis a very considerable body of Pres-
byterians who have crected a handsome church and
addressed o harmonious call to Mr. Allan to become
their pastor, offering £100 per annum for his support.
M. Allan has declined this call; but we trust the per-
scvering exertions of this interesting congregation will
speedily be crowned with success.

2.

Mr. Epiton,

I hope the following Address will
be readily inserted in yourcolumns. It is quite of an
uncoinmon description and possessed of great beauty.
t was written considerably more than a year before
the 2uthor’s death, and found in his repositarics after
it. Itisvery solemn to think of 2 manof great learn-
ing and deep-toncd picty, in the possession of ordinary
health, and in the daily and vigorous discharge of the
most varicd and arduous duties, bidding farewell to
all created things in the mannner exhibited in this ad-
dress 1 had the pleasure of being intimately ac-
quainted with Dr. Kidd, and know that not a few of
yaur readers weresotoo.  Somceofthum have stadied
under him, and others probably have been cither his
occasional or stated hearers.  Now that these persons
are removed far from the city of their carlier studies
and gospel privileges, by the broad waters of the
mighty Atlantic, andthe dark unexplored forests of
Canada, the perusal of their departed friend’s fare-
well in 2 Canadian publicauon, will no doubt interest
them, and remind them of times past and places ne-
ver tobe revisited.  Dr. Kidd was naturatly a2 man of
stronz mind; and by unwearied perseverance and m-
defatigable application had distinguished himself in
learningand science. e spared no pains to promote
the improvement of thosc who studied under his care.
His zcal forthe Redcamer’s cause and glory, was
unaflected and ardent, and his labors asa minister of
the gospel were almost unequalled.  Ile was born on
the 6th of November, 1764, and dicd on the 24th of
December, 1834,

A quoxnpamreri or Dr. Kioo's.

Fanrwrnt, Avpress or e Rev. James Kinn, D. D,
Muxister or GucoustoNn Ciavet, axn Prorrsson
or Qriextat, Lancuaces iy Mariscias, CosLicr
ASD Usiversity, ATERDEEN.

Aberdeen, 54 October, 1333,
I fedd myseif advancing fast to the grave; and up-
1)
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on a back look of past life, I can say in truth that God
hath been very merciful to me; and I now leave my
testimony to His providential care of me from my jn-
faney hitherto.  Ye has given my heart’s desire to
me inmy standing in society ; and I bless and praise
him for al}, and am willing w0 lay down my Profes-
sunhip and my Muwistry when he may please to call
e to do so.

Inow bid adieu to the universe and all things Be-
neath the sun.  Tarewell ye sun, muon and stars,
which have suided my wanderings in this valley of
tears: to yon I acknowledge much assistance in af}
my attainments.

Farewell, thon atmosphere, with thy clouds and
thy rains, and 1hy dews—thy hail and snow and differ-
ent breezes, which contributed so much to my heakh
aud comfort.

Farewell, ye earth and sea, which have borne me
from place to place where Providence has ordered my
lot, and with your productions have sapported fag’ bo-
Gily wants so often and so long.

Ye summers and winters, adieu.

Farewell, my native country and every place wher
I had my abode.  Adien, Ab?rdccn 1 ;'Iyz?y peaccang
prosperity for ever be inyou.  Toall your inhabit.
ants 1 bid farewell.

Farewell, Marischal Collese and University‘, in
which L had the honorofa Chairsolong. May Jearn-
ing and true religien flourish in you till the Jatest
posterity,  Adicu, ye members of the Senatus Aca-
demicus. May ye enjoy many years of health, peace
and prosperity.

Farcwell, all ve who studied nnder my care. May

you be useful, faithful and successul ministersof the
gospel.

Farewell, Chapel of Ease. May peace be within
thy walls—for iy friends ard brethren's sake—peace
be within thee, 1say.

Adicu, yeEldership, ye Heads of families, ye young.
May the Lord intender merey blessall T have bapti-
zed,and all I have admitted tothe Lord’s table for the
firgtime. T follow all with my most carncst prayers
as long as 1live.

Farcwell, velittle children in general, all aronnd,
whom I have <o often metin kindness, and salated
with my test wishes for vour zaad.  May all good be
your purtiwn in this world and the next.

My own children, I commit vonto God in Yife and
in death; May_He fuifil to you the promise—Psalm
xxvii- v 10 With mixed distress 1 leave you under
the carc of Him that is able to keep you from falling,
and to present you faultless hefore ‘the presenceof his
glory with exceeding joy.  Farewell!

Ihid adicu to my Library, and 10 my Biowx which
has been iy companion from my catliest days. 1
Ieave the volume, but I carry with me asthe groond
of mny own hope, the contents found in Psalm  )xxiii.
v. 53, 285 John xiv. v, 33 Psalm exxxviii v. 7, 85
and Psalmaxxiii.  These Hake before God as my dy-
ing support and comfort.

Farewell, Time '—=Welcome, Eternity ! Farewel!
Earth!—Wclcome, Hesven! ’ v :

Amen, and Amen!
JAMES KIDD.
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MISCELLANIES.

HIRRCULANEAY  MastscrIpTs.—Every body ™ knows
the difficalty of unrolling the Ierculancan manu-
seripts, but Thad no idea that thelabor was so tedious
and unpromising.  If the process gocs on at the same
ratc as at present, auother cruption may bury the
whole lot afresh, before the work is completed. There
are few hands anployed, and only five interpreters of|
any ability ; besides, those to whom we principally
owe what has been alrcady brought to light ave cither
past work or gone to the tomb.  The papyri are de-
ciphered by the aid of a lens of only very moderate
power ; a strong magnifier is found to render thelet-
“ters more or Iess Blegible, by bringing into view the
fibre of the materials on which they are written. The
subduced steady light of the shade answers best ; and
no lensis so good as the naked cye, when the sight is
clear, It scems next to impossible that any crror
should make its way to the press, from the care thatis
taken with the copies.  After the text hasbeen com-
mitted to paper, and undergone a strict  scrutiny by
the Academia Ercolanense, it is then engraved on cop-
per carefully collated with the originals, which are
kept preseeved in frames, for fatwre reference: the
whole is then subjected to a fresh and final examina.
tion and revision, by the academy, befure the last jrre-
vocable step of sending itto the press.  The quanti-
ty of matter in cach page of the originals, is geheral-
1y equal to an octavo page of our ordinary pica type.
The lines contain only about 22 letters ; but to make
up for the deficiency, there are commonly 47 lines in a
column. The authors cut into type do not amount to
a dozen; they are all Greek but onc, and  fathered,
with few exceptions, vtpon Epicurus and the eternal
Philodemus.  The greater number of the 1390 unde-
veloped papyri arc compacted so firmly as to render
any attempt at unrolling absolutely hopeless. It was
under an archied roof in llerculancum, that the least
injured manuscripts were found ; and their preserva-
tion is supposzd to be owing to their protection, under
‘the vault, from cither extremes of heat or maisture.
Those are first selected for the operation of unrolling,
wliich, after perusing aportion of the matter, thein-
terpreter decms most Jilicly to rewand his pains.  Bat,
before hic can form any opinion about this, it is often
necessury to continue the examination for a good haif
year. ln some rarc instances the author’s name is
alluded to early in the work or may be inferred from
the text before mach labor hias been eapunded o but
this happens very scldom, asthe fiest fow columis are
almost always desiroyed by the fire, and tiie name of|
the writer not discovered until the whole of the vol-
wne i3 wnralled , aud then they are foad n the con
cluding columm, for the custom v as 1o subijuin, us well
as prefix, thetitle. It is provohing to sce the process
‘reeping on at thiasnail's pace.  Why are not some
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hundreds of these idle ceclesiastics put in requisition
for the work? 'We aro told, that Hayter unrolled
forty MSS. intwo years, and with the same industry
the whole collection would be unfolded in little better
than half a century.  Sir Humphrey Davy despaired
of arriving at a speedier process, and in his own at-
tempts sacrificed not fewer than twenty-five volumes ;
at last owning his belief, that no better plan of devel-
opment was cverlikely to be hit upon than that which
isat present in practice. The common opinion is
that the manuscripts found in Herculancum belonged
to a private collection, and that we may fairly hope,
if the excavations be carried on, that we shall one
day arrive at the treasures of apublic kbrary, Itis
very gratifying to hold ont such cxpectations, but cui
bono? While the proecss of development goes on as
at present, our cnjoyment of this treasure might be
1eserved for the mllennium,  The lines and lewters in
some of the papyri have a regularity almost typogra-
phical, and no doubt were cxecuted by professional
copyists; others are scrawled hastily in sucha way as
to suggest the idea of their being done by the author
himsclf ; asuggestion further corroborated’ by correc-
tions which have cvery appearance of being the re-
sult of reconsideration.  The personscmployed in the
slow, scdulous, and most bilicus occupation of un-
fulding thesc carbonaceous  scrolls, are miscrably re-
muncrated.  “The highest price for unroMing and cn-
graving a column on copper, is twenty-six ducats;
subordinate laborers get ten ducais o month—Sir B.
Faullner's Tour,

COLUMBIX RIVER COUNTRY.

Fromaletter of the Rev. Mr Spalding, Missivna-
ry to the Indians beyond the Rucky Mountains.—

Boston Missionary Herald.

Weleft Snake Fort the 224 of August, and arriv-
cd at Fort Wallawalla the 3d of September.  Wal.
lawalla is on the south side of Columbia river, ninc
miles below the mouth of Snake or Lewis niver, and
at the junction of Wallawatlaand Columbia nivers. It
was budt by the Hudson's Bay Company fificen
years ago. No timber except flood-wood is found
within twenty-fivemiles.  “The soilis good in small
spots on the Wallawalla river. Al kinds of grams
and vegetables produce well.  Catile surpass in fat-
ucss any thing 1cver saw in the United States.
Horscs arc as plenty and about as cheap as sheepin
vur country, Leauufil and usually milk-white or cream
color. AN animals feed out through winter; as there
ts bat litde snow.  “U'he grass 1sof a superior quality,
called the bufinlo grass, & fine, short, bunch grass,
corering the whole fuce of the carth.  This grassis
one among the thousand narks of the goodness of God
in providing for all clitmates, and sections of the earth.
It might naturally be supposed, there being no ramor
dew in this country for six or seven months m the
year, every thing would be parched by the sun, and
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-there would be no means of subsistence for animals ;

but this grass remains through the scason quite fresh,
‘retaining all its virtue, and forms very hearty food for
winter.  As soon as we came to it, about six days
before arriving at Wallawalla, our animals would
leave the green grass on the streams und seck this on
the sand-hills and plains.

Withregard to the country through which we have
passed, nothing prolably could have set me right but
actual observatian, sadifierent 1s the reality from what
1 had previously imagined. The fact that the vast
interior of North America is a barren desert, is not,
80 far as I am aware, very extensively knownn the
United States.  On the 22d of June we entered the
Rocky Mountains, and came out of them the Ist of
Scptember of the same year. Till we reached the
forks of the Platte we found some timber and consid-
erable fertile soil on the water courses, though both
diminished to that point.  From that place, excepting
a littde spot at Fort William, Fort Hall, Snake Forn,
Grand Round, Wallawalla, 1ill we came within a
hundred miles of this fort, (Vancouver) the whole
country is a barren desert, with only here and there a
Tittle patch of grass and willows, planted, it would
seem, by the hands of a kind Providence, just often
enough for stops at noon and might, reminding ont of
thegreat Sahara of Africa.  In the morning we would
mount our horses aund ride hour after hour through
phins of Lurning sand, or over mountauns of rocks,
tillabout mid-day, when oursclves and animals had
become thristy and hungry and tired, we would sud-
denly come upon a cool spring or & stream of water,
a few acres of excellent grass for our horses, (except-
ing the routefrom Fort William to Rendezvous,where
they suffercd mueh;) and a lutle cluster of willows for
fucd. So we would travel in the forencon, till we
cameupon a similarly favored spot, about the hour
when we wished to encamp for the wight. A few
days we were compelled to travel all day, some twen-
ty-five or thirty miles, to find water and grass. The
region of the Snake or Lewis niver, especrally, is the
most barren of our whole route.  'We camped buta
few times on the niver, and always found a hmited
supply of grassand willows, Except thescfew spots,
we conld not discover a green thing upon its bonders,
from Fort Hall, where we struck it to Snake Fort,
where we lefi it, there 15 aotlung but 2 vast plam of
burning sand, with here and there 2 mountam of burnt
rocks. Our route lay gencrally some nules from the
river, where we found fuod and witer as above mien-
tioned.  The river passes thiough a channcl of et
rocks, from 100 to 500 feut decp, with (requent rapids,
and four or five considerable fulls,  Itis not naviga.
bleon account of the rapduty.

So far from being a country of game, exeept
the buflalo, itis a country of comparatively no
game,  Sinee leaving Fart Iall we have travelicd
days, and 1 do not know but T can sately say weeks,
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without sccing a living creature, except a few crows
in the air, and herds of large black crickets upon the
ground, We saw but twobears in the whole route..
However, I lcarn that in the mountain, deer, ante-
lope, elk, and bear ean be found to some extent, even
inthe most destitute parts of the country. The ri-
vers abound in fish, The Columbia and its branch-~
¢s teem with salmon three or four months in the year,
during which time 200 or 300 barrcls arc salted at
Fort Vancouver. A little care during the salmon
season, and all the scttlers of the Columbia may sup-
ply themselves with sale salmon for the year, The
salmon find their way far into the mountains, up the
several tributaries of the Columbia.  'We found them
plenty at Salmon Falls ten  days below Fort Hall,
perhaps a thousand miles from the ocean. They
continuc to beat their way up the rivers and small
streams till their strength is exlbansted, and they float
liftless upon the shote. Not one of the countless
shoals that cnter the mouth of the Columbia, every
season, cver return,  They are mostly dead by the
first of October. Tho Columbia also abounds in
sturgeon and scal.

A few days before our arrival at the rendezvous,
mysclf and several others with our animals, came
well nigh being swallowed up in the carth. 1 drove
my wagon on what I suppoes~d to be a dry white
sand plain, with a few seattering bunches of sedge.
Allatonce I saw the whole surface for a distance a-
round agitated with a tremulous, quivering motion. [
instantly cricd to Mrs. Spaulding, riding some dis-
tance before, to stop, and remain unmoved. At that
moment bothmy horses went down nearly out of sight.
Fortunately the wagon did not. I turned to lovk for
help, and saw one of Dostor Whitman’s pack-horses
godown and several others at the same time.  Mrs,
Spaulding’s korse was led back by Mr. Fitz Patrick
without getting in. Dy the miercy of God we all
escaped with our antmals, unhurt. It was a bed of
quicksand mire, crusted over by the heat of the sun,
We saw several places where it was evident that buf-
fatacs had plunged and disappeared, after siruggling
perhaps for hours.

There issaid to be no rain or dew in the region of
the mountaius during the summer scason.  We wit-
nessed the last shower of rin on the 24th of June,
except 3 light shower of ahout five minutes on the
1Sthof July. The night air is very refreshing to
ane sleeping out under the apen canopy of heaven. It
is usually caol, and sometimes too much so to Le com-
fortable, especially when in the neighbork:ood of snow
capped mountains.  As we drew near Vancouver the
scene assumed its patural appearance again—clouds
in the heavens, timber upon the face of the carth, and
dew in the moraings upon the grass, though there is
wo rain even to the Pacifie, during the summer ; but
it rains almost constaniiy in thc lower Columbia dur-
ing the winter,
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The geologieal structure of the earth, except a
teact of beaytiful granite, through which we travel-
led for a few days ncar the Black Hills, and. onc or
two bad specimens on Snake river, isonc and the
same, viz. baseltic, It would seem that the entire
Rocky Mountains, extending even to the Pacific
ocean, have been thrown up from the Lowels of the
earth by internal fires.  The country  of the Colum-
bia river especially, is a beautiful specimen. The
Bluffs on either side riscto the height of from 100 to
1,200 feet, in benches of perfect flutes, closely piled,
all perpendicular, with the exception of two small
piles I observed in passing from Wallawalla to this
place—onc horizontal the other oblique. For one
whole day, while passing the Blue Mountains, two
days from Wallawalla, we were upon cut stone, or
stone broken fine by some natural agency, and re.
sembling very much continued heaps of such broken
stone asis prepared for covering roads in the States.
‘This day’s travel injured the feet of our animals more
than the whole journey besides. In fact we found but
Jiule difficulty till we reached these mountains. Most
of our animals made the wholc journcy without beingr
shod. 'Wedrovea wagon to Snuke Fort, and could
have driven it through, but for the futigue of our ani-
mals.  We expect to get it at some future time.

The whole face of the country, from Fort William,
at the foot of Black Hills, ull within six or seven
days travel of Wallawalla, is covered withthe moun-
gain sedge, a species of wormwood, with a fibrous
stalk of the size of a man’s wrist, and from three to
four feet high, having a dead appearance.  No erea.
ture, I believe, cats this bitter herb, unless compell.d
by hunger. ‘This sedge was sume obstruction to the
wagon, though but litic to the pack-horses.

Three days before wereached IFort Hall we passed
what scems to me one of the greatest curiositics in the
world—a natural seda fountain of unknown extent,
having scveral openings.  One of them is about fif-
teen fect in diameter, with no discovered bottomn,  A-
bout twelve feet below the surface arctwo large glohes,
on either sidc of this opening, from which the efter-
vescence scems to risc.  llowever, a stone castin,
after & few minutes, throws the whole fountain into a
violent agitation.  Another of the openings, about
four inches in diameter, is through an eleyated rock,
from which the water spouts at itervals of about for-
ty scconds. The water m all its propertics 1s equul to
any artificial foun'ain and is constantly foaming and
sparkljng.  Those who visit this fountain drink Jarge
quantjties of water with good efteet to health.  Per-
haps in the days when a rail-road cotneets the wa-
ters of the Columbia with those of the Missouri, this
fountain may he & source of great gumn to the compa-
ny that shall accomplish such a noble work, if they
arc beforchand in sccuringit.  TFor Tawm sure if vis-
itors can come from the far east to see the Niagara
Falls, they would not value a fow days more to visit
the westand see the great soda fountan of the Rocky
Mountains.

MISCRLLANIES:

Davip Hume axp tue Frexcn RevorbrioN—
“In the year 1763, the cclebrated Infidel, David
Hume,—a man, compared with whom, the Infidels of
our day, in point of intcllectual staturc and attain-
ments, arctimid and imbecile dwarfs—was reaping
the harvest of his bad fame in Paris. Writing toa
fiicnd in Britain, he says .—* Iere 1 cat nothing but
ambrossa, dnk nothing but  nectar, breathe nothing
but incense, and tread on nothing but flowers. 1 feel
little inclination to the factious barbarians of London.
~—Who would imagine that in this clysium of our
Arch-Infidel, und, in the very hour he wrote this
pompous sentence, that his opinions, and those of his
fulsome flatterers, were ripening to  all the horrors of
revolutionary phrenzy ! ITume moved in the politest
of the Pansian circles, among them the demon of un-
belief had found a ditinguished ploce; and the ac-
complished Ladies of Pans did, what some vulger
women have duno with us,—avowed themselves Infi-
dels!

s The conscquences too soon appeared. Not ma-
ny yearsafter, the French, a people celebrated through
the carth for their suavity and politeness, were sudden-
ly transformed into democratic fiends.  All softer
passions were swallowed up in one boundless appetite
for blood. DMurder was aided by mechanical skill,
and thistecen heads were severed in one short min-
ute.

“ 8o fixed and indulged was e passion for
slaughter, that a solitary or dual exccution would
not culleet a crowd j—it was only when zaumbers
bled, that spectators could be obtamed.  Theunearth
ly mania raged from the capital to  the extremities of
the empire.  Louis was nu more, and Robespicrre
reigned.”—Scrmons by the fev. J. Bromley

Poruration of Inerawp.
Establishcd Churcheeeeeeescoeroeneraness s 850,792
Preshylerians,ceeeeescrscsesececacesssess 35,587
Protestant Dissenters,eceesecesecececcsesseas21,518
Roman Cathulics,ecctcareesosecsocasesss6,428,162

7,937,162
Dr. Cook givesthe number of Presbyterians much
larger than this.  TIesays, ©* As to om numbers, they
are varivusly estimated. 1 have myself caleulatel
the Presbyienians of Ircland at 700,000 ; others have
cstimated them ata million. One of my felow-de
putics, not neghgent of statistics, ealeulates the pea
pleof the Synad of” Ulster ar £00,000.”
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CABINET OF SCIENCE.

ON TiE VaSTSESS OF THE UNIVERSE.

1. Theaspcetof the world,evenwithont any of the
peeudiar lights which scienee throws upon at, 15 hited
to give us an idea of the greatuess uf the puwer by
which it is direeted and governed, far cxceeding any
notions of power and greatncss which are sngeested
by any other contemplation, The nmnber of human
beings who surround us=—the vaniwus condiuons re-
quisite for their life,nutrition, well-beanyg, all tulilled;
—the way in which these conditions are m Wified, as
we pass in thought to other countries, by climate, tem.
peraent, habit ;—the vast amount of the human po-

ulation of the globe thus made up ;—yet man him-
self but one among almost endless trbes of anunals;
—the forest, the field, the desert, the air, the ucean,
all teeming with creatures whose bodily wauts are as
carcfully provided for as his;—the sun, the clouds,
the winds, all attending, as 1t were, on these organized
beings ;—a host of beneficent energies, unwearied by
time and succession, pervading every corncr of the
carth;—this spectacle cabnot but give the contem-
plator a lofty and magnificent conception of the Au-
thor of so vast awork, of the Ruler of so wide and
rich an empire, of the Provider for so many and
varied wants, the Dircetor and Adjuster ¢f such com-
plex and )arring interests.

But when we take a more exact view of this spee-
tacle, and aid our vision by the discoveries which
have been made of the structure and extent of the uni-
verse, the impression is incaleulubly increased.

The number and variety of animals, the exquisite
skill displayed in their structure, the cunprehensive
and profound relations by which they are connceted,
farexceced any thing which we could in any degree
have imagined. But the view of the universe ex-
pands also on another side. The carth, the globular
body thus coverced with life, is not the only glube in
theuniverse. ‘There are, civcling about our ownsun,
six athers, so fat as we can judge, perfectly analogous
in their nature : besides our moun and other bodies
analogous to it. Noone can resist the tamptation to
conjecture, that these glubes, sume of them inuch lar-
gerthan our own, are uotdead and barren ;—that
they are, like ours, occupied with organization, life,
intelligence. To conjecture is all that we can do,
yeteven by the perception of such a possimlity, our
view of the kingdom of nature is enlarged and ele-
vated. The outermmost ot the plaunctary globes of
which we have spoken is so fav from the sun, that
the central luminary must appear to e nhabitants
of thatplanet, if any there are, no larger than Venus
does to us; and the length of their year will be eigh-
ty-two of ours.

But astronomy carries us still onwards,  Itteach-
esus that, with the exception of the planets already
mentioned, the stars which we se¢ have no im-
mediate relation to our system. The obvious sup-
position 1s that they arc of the natureand order ol our
sun: the minuteness of their apparent magnitude
agrees, on this supposition, with the cnovmons and
almost inconceivable distance which from all the
measurcments of astronomers, we are ied to auri-
butetothem, Ifthen these are suny, they may, tike
outsun, have planets revolving round them; and
these may, like our planet, be the seats of vegetable
and animal and rational lite:—we way thus have in
the universe worlds, no one knows how nniny, no one
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can guess how varied :—but however many, howev-
ervaried, they aresull but sv nany provinees in the
same empire,” subject o cummon rules, governed by
a connnon power.

But the stars which we see with the naked eye are
but a very small {umiun of thouse which the telescope
unveilsto us. The most imperfect telescope will
diseaver some that are invisible without it; the very
best instrument perhaps does nét show us the most re-
mote.  ‘The number which crowds some parts of the
heavuno is truly marvellvus,  Dr. Herschel calculat-
ed that @ portion of the milky way, about ten degrees
long and two and a hall broad, contained twu hun-
dred and fifty-cight thousand. In asky so occupied,
the myun v ould eelipse two thousand of suck stars at
once.

‘We learn tno from the telecenpe that even in this pro-
vince the variety ofnature 3s not exhausted. Not
only duthe stars differ 1n colour and appearance, but
some of them grow Ectiurlically fanter and brighter,
asif they were dark on one side, and revolved on
their axes. In other casestwo stars appear elose to
each other, and in some of these cases it has been
clearly established, that the two have a motion of re-
volution about each other , thus exhibiting an ar-
vangement before unguessed, and giving rise, possi-
bly, to new conditions of worlds. In other instances
again, the telescope shows, not luminous points, but
extended masses of diluted light, like bright clouds,
hence called nebule. Some have supposed that such
nebul by further condensation might becomesuns;but
for suchopinions we havenothing but conjecture. Some
stars 2gain have undergone permanent changes, or
have absolutely disappeared, as the celebrated starof
1572, in the constellation Cassiopea. :

If we take the whole range of created cbjects inour
own sysiem, from the sun down to the smallest ani-
malcule, and suppase such a system, or sometling in
e way analogous tu it, to be repeated for each ol
the millions of stars thus revealed to us, we have a
repre<entation of the material part_of the universe,
according toa view which many minds rcceive asa
probeble one ; and referring this aggregate of sys-
tems to the Author of the universe, as in our own sys-
temave have found oursclves led to do, we have thus
an estimate of the exient to which his creative encrgy
would thusappear to have been exercised in the ma-
terial world.

If we consider further the endiess and admirable
contrivanees and adaptations which philosophers and
observers have discovered in every portion of our
own system, every new siep of our knowledge show-
ing us something new inthis respect; and if we com-
bine this consideration with the thought how small
a portion of the universe ous knowledge includes, we
shall, without being able at allwo discern the extent of
the skill and wisdom thus displayed, see somcthing
of the character of the design, and of the copiousness
andampleness of themeans which the scheme of the
world exhibits,  And when wesee that the tendency
of all thearrangements which we can comprehend is
to supportthe existence, to develope the facultics, to
prowmate the well-being of these countless species of
creatures ; we shatl have some impression of the be-
neficence and love ofthe Creator, asmanifested in the
physical government of his creation.

2, Itis extremely difticultto devise any means of
bringing before acommon apprehension the seale on
which the universe is constructed, the  enormans pro-
portion which the Jarger dimensions bear tathe smal-
ler, and the amazing number of steps from large 1o
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smaller, or from small to larger, which the consider-
ation of it ofters. ‘Lhe following comparative re-
presentations may serve to give the reader towhom
the subject is new some idea of thesesteps.

If we suppose the earth to be reprecented by a globe
afoot in dimmeter, the distance of the sun from the
carth will be about two miles; the diameter of the
sun, on the same supposition, will be something above
one hundred fect, and consequently his bulk such as
might be made up of two hemispheres, cach abott the
sizeof the dome of St. Paul’s, The moon will be
thirty feet from us, and her diameterthree inches, a-
bout that of a ericket ball.  ‘Thus the sun wounld
much more than occupy allthe space within the moon's
orbit. On the samescale, Jupiter would be above
ten miles from the sun, and Uranus forty. Wesee
thien how thinly scattered through space are the hea-
venly bodies. ” The fixed stars would be at an un-
known distance, but, probably, if ali distances were
thus diminished, no star would be neacer to such a
one-foot carth, than the moon now isto us.

On such aterrestrial glohe the highest mountains
would be about an cightieth of an inch high, and
consequently only just distinguishable. 'We may
imagine therefore_haw impereeptible wonld be the
largest animals, The whole organized covering of
sucxixaglobe would be quite undiscoverable by the
c)l/c, except perhaps by colour, like the bluom on a
plum.

Tn order to restore this earth and its inhabitants to
theiv true dimensions, we must magmfy them forty
millions of times ; and 1o preserve the proportions,
we must ncrease equally the distances of the sun
and of the stars from us,” They seem thus to pass
off into infinity ; yet each of them thus removed, has
its system of mechanical and perhayps of organic pro-
cesses going on upon its surface.

Butthe arrangements of organie life which we can
sec with the naked eye are tew, compared with those
which the microscope deteets. 'We know that we
may magnify objects thonsands of times, and still
discover fresh complexities of struciure ; if we sup-
pose, therefore, that we increase every particle of|
matter inour universe in sucha proportion, in length,
breadth, and thickness, we way conceive that we
tend thus to bring before our apprehension a true es-
timate of the quantity of wviganized adaptations
which are ready to tesufy the exent of the Creator'’s
power.

4. The above statements are vast in amonnt, and
almost oppressive 1o our faculties, They belong to
the measurement of the powers which are exerted in
the universe,and of the spaces through which their
efficacy reaches (for the most distant bodies are pro-
bably connected both by gravity and light.) Butthese
cstimates cannot he said so much to give us any
notion of the puwers of the Deny, as 1o correct the
errors we should fall in‘o by suppusing his powers at
all to resemble outrs . —by suppusing that numbers, and
spaces, and forces, and combinatons, which would
overwhelm us, arc any obstacleto the arrangements
which his plan requires. We can easily wnderstand
thattoan intelligence surpassing ours in degree only,
that may beeasy which is impossible to us.  The
child who cannot count beyond four, the savage who
has no name for any number above five, cannot com-
prehend the possibility of dealing with thuusands and
millions: yet alittle additional developement of the
intellect makes such numbers manageable and con-
ceivable. Thedifliculty which appears to reside in
numbers and magnitudes and stages of subordmna-
tion, is ohnc produced by udging  from our-
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selves—by measuring with onr own sound-
ing line; when that reaches no bottom, the ocean
appears unfathomable.  Yet in fact, how isa hundred
millions of miles a great distanee 7 how is a hundred
millions of times a great ratio? Not in itself: this
greatness is no quality of the numbers which can be
proved hke their mathemeucal properties; on the
contrary, all that absolutely belongs to number, space,
and rano, must, we know demonstrably, be equally
true of the largest and the smallest. It is clear that
the greatness of these expressions of measure has re-
fcrence to our facultiesonly.  Qur astonishment anid
cmbarrassinent take for granted the limits of our own
nature. 'We have a tendency to treat a difference of
degree and of addition, as if it were a differenge of
kind and of transtormation. The existence of the
attributes, design, power, goodness, is a matter de-
rending on cbvious grouunds: about these qualities
there ean be no mistake * if we can know any thing,
we can know these attributes when we sce them. But
the extent, the limits of such attributes must be de-
termined by their efiects; our knowledge of their
limits by what we sce of the effects.  Nor is any ex-
lent, any amount of power and goodness improbable
beforchand: we know that these must be great, we
cannut tell how great.  We should not expect before-
hand 1o find them bounded ; and therefore when the
boundless prospect opens before us, we may be bewil-
derad, but we haveno reason to be shaken inour
conviction of the reality of the cause from which
their ettects proceed: we may feel curselves incapable
of following the train of thought, and may stop, but
we have no rational motive for quitting the point
which we have thus attained in tracing the Divine
perfections.

On the contrary, those magnitudes and proportions
which leave our powers of concc‘nion far behind ;
—~that ever-expanding view winch is brought before
us, of the scale and mechanism, the riches and mag-
nificence, the population and activity of the universe,
—may reasonably serve, not to distusb, but to enlarge
and clevate vut cuneeptivns of the Maker and Mas-
ter of all ; to feed an ever-growing admiration of His
wonder{nl nature ; and to excite a desireto be able to
conteniplate more steadily and cunceive less inade-
quately the scheme of his government and the opera-
tiun of his power.—Whewcll

Or Axivat. Forys—It is surprising with what
perverse ingenuity men seck to vbscure the concep
tion of a Divine Author, an intclligent, designing,
and benevolent Being—rather clinging tothe great-
eat absurdiues, or anterposing the cold and inamm-
ate influcnce of the mere clements, i a maaner to
exunguish all feehing ot dependance in our minds,and
all emutions of grauiude.

Some will maintain that all the varieties which we
sec,are the result of a change of circumstances iuflu-
encinyg the onginal anunal ; or that new organs have
been produced by a destre and consequent etivrt of the
animal to stresch and mould uself—that, as theleaves
of & plent expand to hight, v1 wrnto the sun, or as the
routs shoot to the apptopiate soil, so do the extcrior
organs of animals grow and adapt themselves. We
shall presently find that an epiniun has prevailed that
the organization ol animals deiermines their propen-
sities; but the philosophers, of whom we arc now
speaking, imagine the contrary,—that under the in-
flience of new circumstances, organs have accom-
modated themselves, and asswned their pasticulas
fonas.

It mustbe hese remarked that there are no indan-
ces of the praduction of new organs by the vnion of
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individuals belonging to different species Nor is
there any foundation in observation for the opinion
that a new species may be formed by the union of'in.
dividuals of diferent tamilies. But it is contended,
that, although the species of animals havenot changed
in the last 5000 years, we do not know what might
have been the eficet ofthe revolution befure that time,
that is, previous to the present condition of the world.
But, on subjects of this nature, we must argue {rom
what we know, and from what we sce.

We do perceive surprising changes in the conform-
ation of animals; some of them are very famliarto
us; but all show a forcknowledgze and a prospective
plan, an alterativn gradually waking place in prepara-
tion for the condition, never consequent upvnat, It
will be sufticient for our purpose, if we take the high-
estand the Jowest examples. Man has two condi-
tions of existence in the budy. Iardly Lwo creatures
can be less alikethan an infant and a man. The
whole fa:tal state isa preparativn for birth. My read.
ers would not thank me, were Ito show how neces-
sary all the proportionsand forms of the infantare to
his being born alive,—and yct nothing is so casy to
demonstrate. Every one may sce that from the mo-
ment of birth there is a new impulse given to the
growth, so as finally to adapt the Iropcnions of the
body tothe state of perfect manhood. Few, however,
arc awarethat the fastus hasa Zife adapted to its con-
dition, and that if the confinement of the womb were
protracied beyond the appointed time, it must die t—
from no defcet of nourishment, but simply, because
the time is come for a change in its whole cconumy !

Now, during all the long period of gestation, the or-
gans are forming; the lungs are perfecied before the
admission of air—ncw tubes ave constructed before
the flood-gates, which are to admnat the blood,are open-
cd. Butthere are finer, and more curious, provisions
than these. It wetake any of the grand organs, as the
heart, or thebrain,and examine it through allits gra-
dations of change in the embryo state, weshall recog-
nize it simple, at first, and gradunally developing, and
asswining the peculiarities which finally « istinguish
it. Sothatit is affirmed, and not without the sup-

ort of amost curtous series ol observations, that the
{:uman brain, in its cailier stage, resemblesthat of a
fish: as it is developed, it resembles more the cercbrat
mass of the reptile; in its increase, it is like that of a
bird, and slowly, and only after birth, dues it assume
the proper form and consistence of the human cnee-
phalon. Butin altthese changes to which man is
subjeet, we nowhere see the influence of the clements,
or any other catise than that ithas been so peedestined.
And if, passing over the thousand instances wluch
might be gathered from the intermediate parts of the
ehain of animal existence, we take the lowest hids, and
look to the metamorphosis of insccts, the conctusion
will be the sane,

Tor example, if we cxamine the Jarva of a winged
insect, we shall see the provisions fur its mution vver
the ground, in that coudition, all admivably supplied
in the arrangement of its muscles, and the distnbution
of its nervous system.  But if, anticipating its meta-
morphosis, we (fi:ﬁcct the same Iarva nmmediately be-
fore the change, we shall find a new apparatus in pro-
stress towards perfection; the muscles of its many feet
are scen decaying; theuerves to cach wuscle are
wasting; a ucw arrangementof mwscles with new
points of attachment, divected to the wings insicad of
the feet, is now visible; and a new distibulion of
nerves is distinetly to be traceg, iaccommodated to the
patts which are now to be put in motion.  llereis no
budding and stretching forth under the influence of the
surrounding clements: buta change operated onall
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the economy, and prospeetive, that is, in reference to
a conditivn which the creature has not yet attained.

These facts countenance the conclusion drawn
from the comparatsy e anatomy ot the hand and arm—
that with each new instrument, visible externally,
there are a thousand internal relations established:
mechanical contrivance in the bunes and joints, which
alters every part uf the skelcten: an arrangement of
muscles, in just correspondence : a texture of nervons
filaments) which is laid intermediate between the in-
strument and the very centre of life and motion; and,
finally as we shall discover from what follows, new
sourees of activity must be created in relation  the
new orzan, otherwise the part will hang a useless ap-
pendage.

It must now be apparent that nothing less than the
Power, which originally created, is equal to the ef-
fecting of'those changes vn animals, whichare toadapt
them to their conditivns: that their organization 1s
predetermined, and not consequent on the condition off
the catth or the surrounding clements.  Neithercan
a prupetly n the animal itself account for the chan-
ges which take place inthe mdividual, any more than
fur the varicties which take place in the species.
Every thing declares the speeres to have -its origin in
a distinet creation, bot n & gradual variation from
some original type; and any other hypothesis than
that of a new creation of animals swited to the sucees-
sive changes in the inorgame mauer of the globe—
the condition of the water, atmosphere, and tempera-
ture—Urings with it only an accumulation of dithcul-
ties.—Dell,

Carortc—The neeessity of une body being endow-
ed with a greater power 10 cunduct caloric than an-
other, is apparent in many invtances : but perhaps the
nature of snow in this respect renders us a more im-
portantservice than any other substance. Owing to
the dictance of this glebe frow the sun, andto the vast
mountains of ice atthe poles, the atmosphere over a
larze portion of the carth is at times reduced to so low
a temperature, that, were it not for a wise provision
of natare,all vegetable life must be destroyed. Caloric
hasalways a tendencey to equilibrivm ; there, i€ the
temperature of the air be lowered, the earth cools in
proportion : but when the amasphere is reduced to
32, the water whech it held i solution becomes fro-
zen,and precipitates in the form of snow upon the
carth, coverigyit as witha carper, and thereby pre-
venung the escape of that calovie which s neeessary
for the preservation of those families of vegetables
that depend upon it for their support and maturity.
Betheair ever so cold, (and in the northernmost parls
of the Russian empire itis sometimes 70 degrees be-
low the freezing point,) the ground, thus covered, is
seldom redueed below 329 bar i< maintained cquably
atthat temperature fortie parpose abuve mentivned.
tlow muiuplied ave the mezns which Nature b,
adopted for the peservation of all her productions !
—Parkes’s Chemical Calechisne,
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13 3T NOTHING TO YOU, ALL YE THAT IA¥$ ¥ ?  BEHOLD,
AND SEEIF THERE BE ANY SORROW LIKE UNTO MY SOR-
ROW, WILCH I3 DUNE LNTO ME, WHLREWITH THE LOItD
HATH AFFLICTED ME IN THE DAY UF [U3 FIERLE ANGER.
—LAMENTATIONS, i 12,

Is it nothing to youthat a message of glory

Was brought unto man by the IToly and True?
And O! if the Stranger’s mysterious story

Be written in blood—is it nothing to you?

Is it nothing to youthat the valley of tears—

Of the shadow of death, must be trodden by One
To whom the far sweep of cternity’s years,

Is asbrief and as bright as a gleam of the sun 2

Is it nothing tc you, that when vengeance was nigh,
The Meek anid the Lowly was mighty to save—
That a sceptre of light,and a kingdom on high,

‘Were exchanged for the cradle, the cross and the
grave?

Lo! bearing his cross, the lone Sufferer appears,
Slowly, wearily struggling up Calvary’s stecp;
The pang ot that hour is unsolaced by tears,
And the cursc of the scoffer is bitter and deep.

Hc is nailed to that cross; but for you is the prayer
Thatthe hour of fierce agony wrings from his heart;
Al think ye no bitterer anguish was there,
‘Than the rack to that quivering {rame can impart?

Ye know not the terrible mystery that crushed
The lifc of hissoul when the Father withdrew,
And the voice of his ministering angel was hushed—
“Ttis finished”—O! say, is it nothing to you?
Niagara. GEORGE MENZIES.

——

TIIE SABBATII MORN.

TY 3. CUNNINGIAM.

Dear is the hallowed morn to me,
When village bells awake the day,
And by their sacred minstrelsy
Call me from carthly cares away.

And dearto me the winged hour,

Spent in thy halluwed courts, O Lord !
‘T'o feel devotion’s <oothing power,

And catch the manna of thy word,

And dear to me the loud © Amen,”
Which cchoces through the blest abade,
Which swells and sinks, and swells again,
Dies on the walls, but lives to God.

Anddcar the simple mclody,
Sung with the pomp of 1ustic art—
That holy, heavenly harmony,
‘The music of a thankful hean,

POETRY.

In sceret I have often prayved,

And still the anxious tear would fall ;
But on thy sacred altar laid,

The firc descends and dries them all.

Oft when the world with jron hands,
Has baund me in its six days’ chain

Thou bursts them like a strong man’s bands.
And lets my spitit loose again.

Then, dear to me the Sabbath morn,
The village bells, the shepherd’s voice—
These oft have found my heart forlorn,
And always bid that heart rejoice.

Go, man of pleasure, strike thy lyre,
Of broken Sabbaths sing the charms—
Oursare the prophet’s car of fire,
Which bears us to our Father'sarms.

——————

TO A SPRIGHTLY LITTLE GIRL,
Who having heard that the "Author was a Poct,re,
quesled same verdes from him.
DY JAMES MONTGOMERY.

Margaret, we never met before,
And, Margaret, we may mect no more,

‘What shall I say at parting ?
Scarce half a moon has run her race
Around this gay and giddy place,

Sweet smiles and blushes darting ;
Yet from my soul I frankily tell,
I cannot choose but love thee well.

I dare not wish thee store of wealth,

A troop of friends, unfailing healtn,
And freedom from afiliction ;

I dare not wish thee beauty’s prize,

Camation lips, and bright blue eyes—

They look through tears, they breathe in sighs
Then hear my benediction—

Of these good gifis be thou possessed,

Just in the measure God sees best.

But, little Margaret, may yoube
All that his cye delightsto see—
All that he loves and biesses—
The Lord in darkness be your Jight,
Your help in need, your shield in fight,
Your health, your treasure, and your might,
Your comfort in distresses,
Your hope through every fuiure breath,
And your cternal joy in death ¢

Esvatuy.—In page 114, line I‘I', for *2,000,” read
©3,000,” and for ““there is only onc m ten,” read
“there is only onc in cleven.”



