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CHEERFULNESS.

Cheerfulness is a Christian duty ;
moroseness, dullness, gloominess are
as false and wrong and crucl as they
are unchristian. Cheerfulness aris-
es from various causes ; from health
but it is not dependent upon health;
from good fortune, but it does not
arise solely from that; from honor
and position and a tickled pride
and vanity, out it is quite inde-
pendent of these.  The truth is it
is & Vbrave habit of the mird—a
prime proof of wisdom—capable of
being acquired, and of the very
greatest value. A cheerful man is
pre-eminently a useful man. He

does not “cramp his mind, nor take
half views of men and things.” He
knows that there is much misefy
but that misery is not the rule of
life. He sees that in every state
people may be cheerful ; the lambs
skip, the birds sing and fly joyous-
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duty. Cheerful plople live long in_
our memory. We remember joy'
more readily than sorrow, and al-
ways look back with tenderness
upon the brave and cheerfil.  Wa
can all cultivate our tempers, and
one of the employments of some
poor mortals is to cultiyate, cherish,
and bring to perfection a thorough.
ly bad one; but we may be certain
that to do ~0 is a very gross error
and sin, which. like ail others,.
brings its own punishment, though
unfortunately it *does not punish
itself only. If he “to whom God
is pleasant is pleasant . God,” the
reverse also holds good; and cer-
tainly the major proposition is true
with regard to man. ~ “Wondfousis
the strength of cheerfulness! alto-
gether past calculation the powers
of its endurance! Efforts to be
permanently useful must be uni-
formly joyous, a spiritual sunshine,
graceful from very gladness, beaut-
iful - because  bright.”  Such a
spirit is within everybody’s reach.
Let us get but out into the light of

ly, puppics play, kittens are full of, $hings.  The morbid man cries out

Jjoyance, the whole air full of carspr-
ing and .ejoicing insects, that ev-
erywhere the good outbalances
is has its confpensating

man cousins say, poss.ss the

bad, and that evgry evil thab ther
e
Then the brave man, as our Ger-'

théd-there is always enough wrong

dn the world to make a man miser--
-able. Conceded ; but wrong is ever

being righted; there is:_always

ghwugh that is good and right to
ﬁkg us joyful. TThere is even sun-

somewhere, and the Dbrave

whereas the melancholy man doc*tien will go on their way rejoicing,

not even possess his own share of
i Exercise, or eontinued employ-

gent of some kind, will inake a
man cheerful ; but sitting at home
brooding and thioking, or doing
little will bring gloom. = The reac-
tion of this feeling is wonderful. Tt
afises from a sense of duty done,
apd it also enables us to do our

content to look forward, it under &
cloud, not bating one jot of heart or
hope, if for a moment cast downj;
honoring its occupation, whatever it
may be; rendering even rags re-
spectable by the way he wears them;
and not only being happy himself,
but causing the happiness of others -
—From the “ Gentle Life.”
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wIf 1 roryet thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.”— Psalm 187,4-6.

SERMON PREACHED

efore the Synod at New Glasgow, by
the Retiring Moderator, the

REVY. R. BURNET.

(SONCLODED.)

MATT. 3.

Receiving tbhe commandments ot the
Lbrd Jesus, and acting on them, “-bless-
ol are the merciful, for they shall ob-
win mercy.”

This, the fifth link in -the spiritual
developiment of Christ's people, is to re-
wive a new, and rather an uncommon

oss, in this expositiotf. Among the

ws the word had two meunnings,
e pardon of injuries and alms giving.

Foilowing the analogy ot its kindred
Hebrew rendering, we Nave concluded
 that jts;coming from ilel, ¢ cry, or lament
grievousily, that it has reference to
Aman's own cry, and iamentation. Arnd
the more so, as it also refers to be in
pain 48 2 woman in travall. A personal
grief,—a personal misery—we interpret
the expreesion, therefore, as meaning,
“Blessed are they who have mercy on
themeelves ; for they shall obtain mercy.”

When an individual has found that
the ductrines of the Lord Jesus ate sweet
to his taste, refreshing, and Instructive
to bis ic‘ellectua] and emotional pature,
he exhipits a . pity ana compassion to-
wards himself, which most theological
writers and expositors ot Divina.. truth,

Y.

have attnbuted as being expressed to-
wards others.

The merciful man, it is said, enters
into the miseries of his neighbour.
What we uay is, that it is more con-
sonant with the spiritual teaching of the
Lord Jesus, and with the giand object,
He had in view, in that teaching, to at—
tribute the manitestntion of mercy to
the individual hiroselt. People are of«
ten thus merciful to themselves, who are
not mercitul from just motives. When
a man’s sins afllict 2im,—when he loses
caste among his tellow,men—when trom
his vices, worldly interests tail bim,
and property and comtort are both sac~
rificed at the shrine of ungedly lust,
he may, and often does turn. Such &
turning, however, has not the weighty
notives oi the Gospel. He repents, be-
cause his reputation suffers,—because.
his body sufters—hecause an accusing
conscience renders him uncomfortable,
Those are all tco low. One motive, and
one alone. can suffice to bring the
sinner to be fully mercifal to himself,
viz: the mercy that is to be found im
Christ Jesus. The man who is merciful

‘to himselt, sees Mimself in Cheist, and

his-sintulness as inflieting an inj\rr{ve, fot
on himself merely, but on the blessed
master. Whenever our sins are seen
and viewed in Christ, a sinner turns
from his sins, is: mercifal to himselt, and
endeavours after new obedience, *‘For
they shall obtain merey.” The uszally
received gloss is, *‘whatever tercy &
man shows to snother, God will take
care to show the same to him.” Ta say,
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that this is far tetcher], although agree-
able to Jewish notions, and even con-
souant to severul expreapions in the Old
Testament Scriptures, is only just. There
is no such outand out promise in the
Scripturvs. Indeed it runs oounter to
gospel tenching. for it is afirmed, that
we awe to do good to others, expecting
nothing » *They shall obtaln
mercy.” We feariessly throw down the
gsuntlet, and declure, that the man, who
shows mercy to himselt, wil' receive a
result, the fulfilment of the Almighty's
anncuncement made known in all time,
this is my memorial throughout all
geuerations, the Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and ious, long-suffering,
and abundant in goodness and truth.
He waiteth tobe \§ncious._ Upon whom
does He wait. Not upon himsalf. but
upon the sinner. Behold, 1 staud at tae
dour and knook. lHe waiteth to be
ﬁruioul. “Let,” he says, ‘‘tbe wicked
rsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts; and let him return
unto the Lord, and He will have marc
u ndhim’, and to our (\i}oﬁi tor bl.lo will
undantly Pudon. we par-
<doned for offering the condition of sal~
wation, that when men turn to the Lord,
He will abundantly on, No exe
penence of humanity has ever been,
-that on the retura ol the sinner, God has
forgotien to be gracious, His merocy
flows as a loving result to the repeutant
and returning sinner. Blessed are the
fuercitul, for they shall obtain mercy.”
“Blessod are the pure in hcart for
they shail see God.” = . _
e tiuly scriptural doctrine, that
man is being saved, through all the
years of his earthly pilgrimage, receives
stziking verification trom » just con-
sideration of the beatitudes. When
any man has had mercy on himselt, he
of necessity becomes pure in heart.
The two things, atates, or vonditions, go
hand in band, The one, indeed, is s
necessury oonsequence of the other. It
flows &8 a corollary that purity of heart
perises from the exercise of mercy or pity
on ourselves, morality and piety are
nearly allied. He thac doeth righteous-
ness is righteous: Even as le is
righteous. He that douth the wiil shall
know ot the doctrine. Or.gen says
“(vod has no body, and thereiore is in-
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wisible ; but men of contemplation can
discern Him with the hesrt and unden
standing. But a defiled heart canaot
ses ; but he muat be pure, who
wishes to anjoy a proper view of &' pure
being.” <«Follow pesce with all men,
and holiness, without which no man
shall sce the Lord™ ¢The pure in heart
shall see God.” Christ here leaches the
absolute necussity of s purification of
heart and life, from all vile affections
and dssires before
Kiggdom of Heaven, or the 1 dis-
pensation. The expression, Kingdom
of Heaven, has been productive of mnch
abuse, and much controversy. Among
ill-instruncted people 1t has often taken
the place of the (ospel ot the Blossed
God. A something, not the Gospel has
been pul in its place. Loaging desires
after an entry upon the unseen state of
existeuce ought never to tcko the place
ot the spiri manifestation ot the
christian character. “The Kingdom of
God is not meat and driak. but righteous.
pess, peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost.”
In the Mastar's teaching, the expression
meant the spiritusl stats, which he ws
to set up in the hearts ot the believer in
Him. The munifestation 1n heart and
life, of those characteristios ot the chris.
tian character, His ‘‘come unto me
and I will give you reet,” involved a
complete removal of ihe world’s unrest.
No one, but Himselt, can remove it,—
no means but His, can effect a radical
cure. It men are to become the light of
the world, that the Father may be
glorified, they must shine as Christ in-
culcates. Any earthly light would ouly
serve to diminish the heavenly vision.
God, Carist, and Eternity, are oniy to be
seen through the purity the Gospel im-
g’am. Cau any man see the invisible?

es, ‘The Heavens declars 1lis glory,
and the earth showeth His handiwork,
day unto day uttersth speech, and night.
uato night proclaimeth k%nowledge of
Him. His eternal power and head
m&i be seen by tie thiugs which He
hath creatéd and made. n can  heal
the inaudible.

*Thne spacious Srmament o bigh

With all the blue ethereal sky,

And o heav'ns, a shining frame,
Their greas ariginal prociaim.

What though {n solemn silence alt
Move rounti the dark terrcstial bal7

we can en.ur the
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What though no real veice nor sound,
Amidst their radiant orbs be fuund

In reason’s sar thoy all rejoics,
And utter forth & glorious volce!
Yor cver ainging A3 they shine,
*The hand that made us 18 Divine.”

| Man oan come in countact with the
i We continue te be, beeause

tlwnrvnding,
wd supporting energy. © realize
Ho is not visible, corporeal, gross,
Sad worthless, like heathen gods, but the
fing Eternal, immortal, invisible, the
nly true God., our Saviour. To those
yhose attainments in the Divine life,
Bad characteristics ot the divine natupe
re similar to thrse inculcated, and
Jiscribed in the Xiaster's sermop on the
pount, the expression **shall see God.”
s no doubt-bringing difficulty, the
scpression is fully undecstood, and has
is evidenos in the inner consciousness ot
s gracions eontact with the Eternal God
rough the manitestad purity of the
at (od and our Saviour in the heart
pd life of the apicitual subject of ilis
ingdom, or Gospel dispensation.
| “Blessed are the peace-makers: for
ey shall becalled the children of Gou.”
@ The commonly received acceptation ot
tis passage is, that of one, who, being

bours tor the public . The tol-
Bwers ot Joha Bright appeal to the

ptiment as sanctioning their peculiar
hace viows. We fear that we are con-
nined to lay the axe at the roet of
Bl such snd similar in
puologically, the original term means
connecting w.4h one,” we are willing to
e this the basis ot our view.
The individual, whe has been made
e in  heart, entertains an intense
nging that others should be brought
Blo the same state.  This state of feels
g is typical of the follower ¢t the Lord
peas, who haz attalned to the spiritual
aracteristics of purity ot heart. The
% of all God's pﬂo%): in the past, our
sent experience, both testity to the
e fact. A man, who has recsived the
arks ot the christian character as prev-
ly sketched, i3, of necessity,
in imperative law of his nature,
oind Lo care for the temporal and spir.
gl estate of others. He longs that
ors, out of the way, should be brought

retations. FKit-

dowed with a generons gubiic spirit, good
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into coaformity to the same state as tho
spiritual subjects of Christ's Kingdom—
with the velr{ state, in which ne himself
vejoices. e has been breught into
peaco, or reconciliation with his maker.
snd he is desirous that others should
share in his felicity. A truse peace-
maker is one who reconciies a sinner
to his God. A position tor & rauoual
sud responsible ageat to assume, alike
worthy of human nature, and ot the gos-
! which the Master came to publish.
}l"‘;:e commeonly received opinion of the
passage does not coms up to the grand
requiremonts of Gospel aanouncements..
Besides, lot an irdividual be brought
into the family—made a child of B
introduced into the Gospel Kingdom--
become at pasce with God, and the low~—
er, and more earthly state of being rec-
onciled to those whom you have oftend-
od, or who have offended yow, will fin@
no place. The first reconciliation wil}
fully obtain the object in view. A man
brought to love (God in Christ supreme-
ly, canuot hut love his fellow men.
nciled to God he is at onoe reconcil-
ed to his brother man. ‘‘A new com-
mandment I give unto you, that ye love
one another, as I have loved you.'
Where supreme love io the supremely
is telt to be binding—love to the
the buman fanrily, of every class and
dagree, follows as & necossary conso—
qaence. Indeed, in auy other view of
the text, we cannot see how we are to
become kirgs and priests to God, ualess
by this manifestation of the christam
character,
To persuade a man to leave his sins—

close with the offers of salvation, and be~
come a new creatnrs in Christ, requires
kingly honor and priestly interference.
Happy. doubly happy is the man, who
acting as God's vice-regen: on earth,
busies himselt in bringing erring, forget-
ful, sinful man, mto gracious contack
with the principles and manifestations ok
the gospel scheme. ‘‘For they shalli be
called the children of God-” Duabtless,
his children are like Him. They do his
will and know ot the doctrine. He that
doeth righteousness is righteons—Th

justity the appellation of children ;;
acting as children of the family, so®
bringing others to enjoy like priviIeFm.
Weo have now reached what we believe:
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10 be the last earthly characteristic ot
the spiritnal character, *Blessed are
they which are persceated tor righteous.
ness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
Heaven. Blessed are ye wher men
shall revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner ot evil against you
falsely for my sake rejoice, and be ex-
ceeding glad; tor great is your reward
i Heaven; tor 0 persecuted they the
prophets which were before you.

Wken an individual has attamed to
this characteristic, he is ready for trans-
lation to the upper sphere. And many
ot men’s sons have exhibithd this readi-
ness and manitested character. Whenever
and wherever, the Gospel has had i
due effect, upon the heart and lite of the
believer, he has always been ready to
be led to the stake. Multituades have
saealed their profession ot christian char-
acter with their blood. It 18 an attain-
ment to which, let us be thankful
have not been called.
the cross has ceased. It is now an hon-
ored institution, and men are honored
in its mere profession, without having
displayed the inuner characteristics
which it is ealeulated to generate.  Still
this characteristic must not be a wanting
in any one of us. We have not yet at-
tained, ncither are we already pertect.
The religious life ia a progression. Wa
are being suved. Paul says, Not as
though I had already attained, either
were already perfect.

In every age men have been
persecuted for their righteous doing.
It seerus as it it were an'unfailing eon-co-
mitant of the magifested divine lite of
the Master in the heart and life of the
believer. Though the oftence of the
Cross has ceased, still there is a vast
amount of quiet obloquy tor Christ and
the Gospels sake. JMen are stil] esteema
ed rigkteous overmuch, when religious
views are carried out nto active prac-
tice. The world loves its own and hates
the things of the Lord Jesus. Thereis
a wonderfui antagonism between ciass~
es. Perhaps it wasnot in any past age so
apparent as in the present.  The con-
tention between light and darhness is
8till emblematic between the enmity that
has always subsisted between the seed
of the sernent, and the seed of the
woman.

we
The oftence of
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Those persecuted for their righteons
doing are children of the Gospel dis
peusation.  They may well rejoics an
ba exceeding glad. Groat istheirre
ward in heaven. Here and hereatte
they will be rewarded. Thelr rewa
follows as a consequence,—it is a resyl
of spiritual manitestation. The crown o
lite has to be gauined, the cross horns
the crown worn. Here is the summa
fon of the christian character.
attain to the same thing.

Let our ministry, to which we ha
been callud, be not @ ministry wh
tunction wo esteewn it:to be, to present
something from the people to God as
eatisfaction for sin, but to present
‘something from God to the people
motives to holiness. May our desire
oursslves to oatch the inspirations of in|
finita love, the grand spirit of the Maste
teaching,—and breathe them. lite-war,
through the world—be it ours to rea
the ideas of the great Father of Spiri
aund to bring them down with fire an
force upon the moral conscionsuess
his children.

“The thoughts that wake the lite
souls, the triths for whose sweet suke wi
to ourselves, andto our God are dear.
We as religious teachers, ought never
furget, that the spiritual Jife of =2 ratio
al and responsible being is his presidie
sentiment or disposition—the chief inspi
ation of the soul—-that which gives m
tion and character to all.  True rel
gion ‘13 the lile of Godthe life ot Chri
mavifested in the mortal body.” T
same master disposition—Love—whid
moves the Infinite, and was embodied
Christ, is the presiding element of ever,
holy mind; Gud 18 its  spring, rule an
end. Its instinet is an everlasun
‘thirst after the living God.’

Such, then, is religious lite. Itisn
8 mere sentiment in the heart, or
idea of the intellect, it is a veritabl
torce—a manifestation—an embodim

{ the characteristics of the chriti
character. As religious teachers,
have not been equpped to preach
ready-made human creed. bat rat
first to learn and love uaiversal tru
and then to incalculate it.

Tesg learning and less intellect
not wanted in our day. even althoq
the principles of our holy faith are ue




8 tor understood than they were formerly.
ot less of the real loarning of great
princ:ples, of life, experience, spiritual
philosophy, and of God's great gospel—
smore manly, healthy, and religious
life is the greatest desideratam. The
moral beauty as unfolded in the sermon
on the Mount—as untolded in the Beat-
iudes, is the beauty,—the Gud spell--
that appeals to the religious nature of
men—the  beauty of holinesss—
“this, in truth, is the beauty of
e Lord, the glory of God is his  good-
mss. Those who have the characteris-
ties ot the Christian character can no
more nde the attributes ot morai beauty
than,the star its lustre or the rose its fra-
borance; they will sour d iy their conversa-
Rion, breash in their spirit, aud shine ia
geir deeds. The life of love hus many
Méssoms,. whose lives and tragmace are
oer delfghtiul to the woral hueart of
pumanity . “:Let your light so snine be-
fore men, that they may. see yqur good
works, aud glorifly your Father which is
in Hegven.’ -

As religious teachers. we ought to try
advance men’'s temparal as well as
Dis spiritual 1nterests—seek 1o further
yorldly prosperity and. advancement,
swell g3 distribuge the bread of life to
be ncedy —adveente richts, as well as
pforca. duties—graFp with as much gen-
ous affection the brawny kand of the
poor a8 the golden one of the rich, and
i heartly in the common battle of the
ndigent wntd oppressed against the so-
a3l demons ot monopoly and injustice.
et tnis sympathy ‘inspire us as Clris-
Ran ministegs, gnd. though our numbers
B few,” and our charch copnection
mall, it will give it a puise lite, a breath
fragrance, a flower of beauty, that
il faseipate the world yet, an 1 declare
6 with trumpet tongue. that you are the
e expositors ~of divine truth. The
ert-ionched populatéd will  shout
min, “How beautiful upon the moun-
fios are the feet of him that bringeth
Rood tidings of good, that saith uoto
on Thy God reigneth.

Our mimisfs is to b spiritual. The
it of 4he spirit and for spirit. We

pust not, a6 our , peril minister to the
kisuous ejements of the soul, by ma-~
fial representations of the truth, and
Piching anecdotes. Lot not our sance
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tuaries be among those where the ani-
mal sympathies of human nature are
far more extensively cultured than the
moral. See, as relicious teachers,
ye develop the conscience—solve di-
fliculties, purify the moral sympathies,
tree the will, erush the evil, and toster
the gond. A minister’s usefulness is
to be guaged by the amount of holy
thought he awakens,—spiritual iinpulse
be generates, and manly, moral mind
he develops.

The araple means of such development
aro . ovided to your hands. The charac-
teristics of christian character have
been here exhlbited.  No teaching

like the Master’'s. See that you use
the wmesans he  has  provided.
Let vi be men—standing  erect,

with a .old front amidst the gravitating
forces nt evil—men not mculded in their
manners by the hand of circumstances
but fashioned as the, branches of that
syme.rical tree, by the vital force
within,— men who can bend the cut-
ward to their will—like the fabled statue
of Mammon, turning the cheering
beams of the sun of righteousness into
music ; and like the natural sun, con-
dense the decleterious blasts of circum-
stances into clouds, that burst in refre-
shing showers upon the soul.

Let our daily life blossom into the
flowers ot love, peuce, long-suffering,

oodness, faith, meckness, tetiperance.

hey who have themselves put on the
Lord Jesus, deveiop his attributes,
and wear the righicousness of the saints
their sarcedotal dress.

We, as ministers of this stamp, will
bring down from the moral heavens
presented to us in Christ's sermon on
the Mount, the soul-kindling, and ex~
2. ag truths ot God, tothe moral heart
of mankind, and from your breasts, at
from that of the High Priest of old, there
will emanate the moral radiations of
the Godhead. —Amen and amen.

It is said ot the wife of Havelock,
that once in atime of great national
trouble, when asked what her husband
was doing, she replied. “I flo ndt kno'w
just wkat he is doing. but I know he is
trusting in God. and doing Llis duty.”
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MINISTERS’, WIDOWS', AND
ORPHANS' FUND.

It may not be uninteresting to
both the clergy and laity of our
church in the Maritime Provinces
to hear a few things about the
present state and future prospects
of the M. W. and O. Fund
Many years ago, it was felt to be a
desirable matter, that provision
should be made for the widows and
orphans of those who devote their
time and talents ministering at
God's Altar. The Presbyteries of
Halifax, St. John and Pictou were
forward in urging the adoption of a
scheme that would secure so desir
able a result as a provision for a
very helpless and deserving class in
the community. Foremost amongst
the benefactors was the late Rev.
Dr. Donald of St. John, N. B., who
was ever ready to lend a helping
hand that had for its object the ben-
efit 7 man, and the alleviation of
the ills of humanity. In 1873
$4400 had been 1eceived as a nue-
leus in the raising of a permanent
fund. The congregation of St. An-
drew’s, Pictou, contributed $445 for
the purpose, and many instances of
liberality ard enlightened interest
were manifested throughout the
bounds of the S8ynod. Since 1875
the matter, as far as our church is
concerned, has been in abeyance.
The sums contributed have passed
into the care and keeping of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada,
and till lately, little has been said
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or done in reterence to a vindication
of our claim and rights. In pros
of o final settlement of churd
difficulties by the contemplated de
cision of the Privy Council, in the
case of Dobie vesus the Temporal
ities Board, a feeling of expsctation
has been raised in tﬁc mindy ot tha
ministers, members, and adherents
of our Church. This feeling has of
late, been much fostered by the de
termination of the Presbyteris
Church in Canrda, to amalgamnats
our funds with theirs.
Originally the contributions ¢4
the fund for ministers’ widowd
and orphans were to be devoted i
the ministers’ widows and orphan
of “The church of the Mariti
Provinces in connection with
Church of Scotland,” This wasth
recorded object for the establish
ment of the fund, and it does seery
as if, this really being the desigm
that there should be httle difficul
ty in adjudging to whom the con
tributed money belongs. To go
law, to throw away good money s
ter bad, would be ridiculous.
sense of right, however, might les§
to a satisfactory conclusion.
both parties were actuated with
simple desire to ask, and to give uz
do the right, the matter might ng
be far from a settlement.
ain, it might be a question f
consideration to the ministers of ot
church, what course they woul
pursue, should their rights s
status as regards the fund be fullf

reeoimzed and accorded by
Presbyterian Churech in Canadf
To some minds, to throw in our |
with the ministers’ widows and
phans of the United Church, cor
mends itself. The future securi
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of the fund, and the provision for
our own wilows and orphans being
thereby propuctionally strengthencd
and inercazed.  The queation is o
eotuon sense one, and though op-
pused to prees neeived notions  of
mewni and fe e, it might on the
whol. be for tiie benefit of thoas
dependingon outr labours and etforts.

B present circuminstances, the
mention of a feasible scheme to
weet the pressing requirements of
our ministery’ widows and orphan:
might not be out of place, anid which
all niinisters ousht to commend to
«he carcful considerativn of theie
flocks. The scheme referred to is,
for each congregation to pay the
annual premium on their minister’s
Iife, in condition that the amount
of the policy should be religiously
devoted for the good of widow and
orphans, It being distinetly un-
derstood, and nrranged for, that the
pa?'ment of such premium -hould
only be validdnring the incumbency
of the minister,

Few things are more reasonable
than that thisshould be a fixed ruie
among the congregations of our
chureh. The minister in spending
his health, strength, and labour for
the benefit of the members of the
congregation. If they—the minis-
ters—administer of their spiritual
things, it is but right and proper,
they should receive of the people's
temporal things. The amoant of
premium to secure a decent sum for
the future contingencies of the min-
ister's family would be an insigmifi-
eant sum to the whole members of
ghe cungregation, and a most right-
eous way of meeting an incumbent
responsibility. Few ministers but
live from hand to mouth. How few
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have means to add to their annual
income by speculation, worldly arte,
and investmiernt?  The mure neces-
sity is then for generoxity on the
rt ot congregations to their min-
isters, many of whom do spend, and
are spent, in the Masters's cause,

THEFORMOSAMISSION: VISIT
OF DR. MACKAY.

Dr. Mackay,vur senior Missionary
to Formosa China, has concluded his
brief but stirring and delightful
visit to the Maritime Provinces. He
has addressed very large audiences,
and there was manifested wherever
he spoke a great deal of healthy
enthusiasm. Last Lords Day he
preached three times in Halifax,—
in Fort Massey, St. John’s and St.
Matthew's. The audiences were
large and profoundly attentive. St.
Matthew's was filled to overflowing,
all denominations being represented
in the audiznce. Dr.gMackay is &
man of striking physiognomy—
dark beard, large nose, keen dark
large eyes, forehead at once hi
and spacious. He has a * toreign”
look, and st once impresses you as
an earnest man. He is, as his name
denotes, a Highlander, and his mo-
the: tongue was Gaeiie, of which
fact the intonations of his voice still
bear abundant testimony. His ad-
dresses, though long, commanded the
undivided attention of the audience.
The following abstract of his dis-
courses is drawn mainly from the
Evening Mail's report :

Formosa is part and parcel of the
oldest and largest empire of the
world—of China, with its four hun-
dred million souls, or one-third of
the population of the entire earth—
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80 when we speak for Forinosa, we
actually speak for the 400,000,000
in the Chinese emipire. Three hun-
dred vears ago Formosa was a dense
jungle from seaside to seaside. Two
hundred and thirty years ago Duteh,
Spanish, Japanese and Chinese went
to the island, and each in succession
endeavored to trade with the abori-
gines; for at thas time there were
Indians in Formosa, and these In-
diang were of the Malay stock. The
Chinese at last drove ont.the others,
and Formosa has been parv of China
ever since. Fropm:Mi68, the Chinese
paured into thaisland; till now fully
3,000,000 oecupy the dand. which
they have cleared on.the West,
North and North-Esat,‘and . where
they have built vilfages, towns and
eitics, fully supriied with temples
and schools. The centra of the is-
L.nd is still a jungle, snhabited by
about 80,000 Indizns;who do not
at all resemble the Chinese, or speak
the same langnage:- - Lhe two races
on the island were. situale « very
auch as were the tworaces of Can-
‘ada, the white population and the
wild Indians of the Napth-West,
but the parallel went torsier, as
there was in Formosan class: eor-
responding to the Canadian Indians
who had given up their wild habits
an-l settied down to more civilized
life.  When he left Canada over ten
yecs avo, he did not knesn that he
was to labor g, Fyraesa, but God
opcued the way. dwanding on the
North-West coant,ap $ pi.igeome Sa-
tuvday, without knowing the lan-
guage o where Le was to.spend the
nizhd, 1. - forad a temporary saelter
withap [n “ishman and -soon sue-
ceeded in obtaining a Chinese house.
on a side of a hill, and which at
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every heavy rain was always flood-
ed. Tt was there he began the stu-
dy of Chinese, acquiring the spoken
language from herd boys on the
hills. At the end of four months he
began preaching the gospel to the
Chinese of Formosa in the native
tongue. But he met with difficul-
ties, being subjected to all sorts of
annoyances from the natives, who
hoped to drive him away as they
had done three Spanish priests some
little time before.

He gave an account of the pro-
digious obstacles which he had to
encounter — persecution in every
form besetting him from day to day.
His first convert aided him odregfly.
His second wenvert was a ‘youfy
man who was ‘at first one f ‘t};ﬁ
mostrpersistent revilers bt whoss
the means, fatef on, of winning:Hi
own mother over to théive of
Christ.  Anothtr notablo dase was
that-of a gradunate of a Fornmo<a Col-
lege. the son ot a high dignitary,
whom Dr. Mackay nursed through
a malignant fever after the Chinese
doctors and sexreerers had given him
up to die. His conversioh created
gtest exciterent in high circles, but
the voung man stood firm, and was
the . means, through the wer -of
prayver, of vescuings his father from
the night of Pagani: ;. Ve speaker
instanced scveral other comverstons,
and deseribed.hov: thenative preach-
ers were educacd by him i the sei-
ences before they. weve tit for the
ministry. L

One of the great difiiculties to be
overconie was the bitter opposition
of the literarv or learn-d-cinss of
the anhabitants. Pr. MeKay related
wie story of one of. these men. who
had. nudertaken to enter into public



The Monthly Becord of the Church of Scotlund.

controve rersy with him.  This man,
a very clever one, had been by
turns Confucianist, Buddhist, and
Vegetarian. He undertook to pre-
vent the people beeoming Christi-
ans, and make them \ct-ct{man\
Several duscussions took place in
the presence of 4,000 people.  The
final result was that the Vegetarian
himself beeame converted, Tand iy
qow one of the most alle und earn-
est of native preachers.  He set to
work for Christ and for the past
81X or seven vears has travelled all
through Northern Formos:. telling
the pcople how Jesus Christ has
tasted death for cvery man. He
(Dr. McKay) during cight years
labour in the Isl‘md, after Lhe first
convert, never travelled alone, He
was always accompanied by con-
wverts. Sometimes there would be
15, 20 or 25 of themn,  These con-
verts were not only working with
him, but were bunu taught how to
beeomne valiant sole hers for Christ.
During the day these young wen
studizd theology, and the sciences
a4 at night Tield serviees in thc
streets, oi two and three hours du-
ation. They did not begin Hy de-
nouncing their idols, bt hv preach-
ing the (‘xuapc-l of the Lord  Jesus.
Success does not eenerally iollow
furitation. It was neeessary to show
these yonng students the wondeitul
works of God nature.  There
are 20 native churches, and 20 nat-
ive preachers in Northern Formosa.
One of these i~ in the woods among
the savazes, the aboricines of the

mn

Island.  The <on of one of the
chicfs bLiccame a convert. That
canvert laid down. his life for the
truth. He was tied to a tree, shot,

ani afterwards decapitated.  his

1,.:1

head being taken to « decorate” one
of thet housee.  Dr. McKay (r'wc
several thnlling incident of “life
among these savages.  Four of his
Chinese students were similarly
martyred by these heathen. He
buried their headless bodies and ex-
ected a headstone over their orave
with this inser 1pt10n “Blessod are
t‘le dead which dic in the Lord;
Jeir works do follow them.” He
reluted instances of narrow escapes
from death—of the wild yells and
frantic scream- of savages, who
were thirsting for his blood.  But
he was plotutr\d by an invi-ible
power, in one viilage he had visitcd
he was surrounded hy a wild mob
who shouted, “Lring out the foreign
devils; cut them in pieces, throw
them into the river, ete”  He was
stoned. One -tone, which struck
him on the head, was thrown by a
voung men.  To-day there is a
church in that village, and the na-
tive preacher is that young man.
He helieved that within «ix or seven
years the pative chureh in Pormosa
Wwill he self-susta ining ; that it will
be able to be "'fm*oth(‘” free from
the Mother (lureh in Canada.
The meum ceuurch s native In
every respeet. and will be amply
sup )uxted bv thesnatives. Eleven
vears ago there was no onc in For-
wo=a preaching Christ.  Now it
may be said they have an indepen-
dent ehureh. Dr. McKay deseribed
the tiest death ol funeral of a na-
tive convert in the Island.  On his
deathi-bed the man, referring to his
seventy vears” worship of gods of
wood and stone «aid; “I didn't
know better. ~While the people o f
Halifax, and of Canada are neglect-

ing the wospol, beeause it is sc
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“cominon,” four hundred millions of
perishing Chinese are saying, “We
don’t know any better.” Oh'! What
a scene there will be at the judg-
ment seat! That first funeral in
northern Formosa was a grand
event in the history of the Island.
What a contrast with heathen fun-
erals! Now souls are going up
before the throre of God and the
Lamb alinost daily,fromthe church
in that far-off Isle. He had done a
t deal to reu ove prejudices by
caling the disease of the people.
‘What was the duty of the people of
Canada—the christian people—to
the four hundred millions of be-
nighted heathen in far-off China ?
Helpis wanted. We must render
help. Chinais the Gibraltar of the
heathen. That empire must be
captured for Christ. It must be cap-
tured by the help of the christians
of Uanada. But while helping the
heathen of China, do not forget the
heathen in your own city, at your
own deoors. Christ will never be
satisficd until he has the uttermost
s of the world for his possession.
There are now in Formosa 20
native churches with 233 commun-
icants and at least 1500 converts.—
Pres. Witness.

Ackuowledgments,

HOME MISSION. 1881.
EARLTOWN CONGREGATION,

Section No.l Miss AnnieMcKay Collecs
tor.

Peter Polson, Eider. $ 0.50
Mrs. Peter Polson. 0.25
Alex. Baillle. 0.23
Donald Satherland. 0.15
John Murrsy. 0.26
Geo McDonaid. 0.25
Mrs. Chas. Lynch. 0,25
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Wwm. Graham. 0.25
Mrs. Robt. Murray. 0.25
Anggs McKay 0.25
Robert Mubro 0.25
Strachan McKsy 0.25
Peter McKay 0.2
Alex. McKay 0.25

& 3.65

Section No.2, Miss Christy Sutherland
Collector.

John Sotherlund, Elder $0.50

Robt. Sutherland 0.26
Mirs. Hugh Sutherlend 0 2%
Angus Baillie 0.25
John Sutherland 0.50
Nicholas Satherland 0.25
John Mclntosh 0.30

$ 2.3

Section No. 8, M'ss Christie Graham
Collector.

Wm. Crahaw $ 0.25
Jas, Graham, Elder 0.25
Alex. Grsham 0.28
Catherine Sutherland 0.10
Alex. Mathason 0.25
Geo. McDonsld 0.26
Geo. Matheson 0.25
Robt. McKay 0.25
Donald Satherland 0.25
Wm Matheson 0.256
John Graham 0.20
Donald Sutherland 0,20
James Graham 0.20
Widow Hugh M :Kay 0.19

$ 8.08

Sectson No. 4, Miss .Janet E. Ross
Collector. :

Jas. Ross $ 0.25
Javet E. Ross 0.26
Alex. W. Baillie 0.30
Robert Murray 0.256
e 105

Section No. 5, Miss Jessie McKay

Collector

Wm. Koss, Esq. $ 0.35
James McKay, Elder 0.5¢
Alex. McKay 0.25
Angus Sutherland 0.25
Joho Sutheriand 0.16
John Malean 0.3%
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Eita M. Sutherland 0.10

$ 170

) FALLS CONGRECGATION.
8ec. No. 1, Miss Anne Baillie Collector.

Alex, Murray, Elder $ 0.50
Alex. Baillie, Elder 0.50
John Sutherland 0.45
Geo. Sutherland 0.25
Hugh Baillie 0.85
Wm. Sutherland 0.25
Donnld Murray 0.25
Wm. Baillie 0.25
Alex. Baillie 0.25
Wm. McLeod 0.25
Donald McLeod 0.25

& 3.55

Bection No. 2, Mise Annie Ferguson
Collector,

Alex. Ferguson 8 0.25
Gilbert Sutherland 0.25
Hugh MeLeod 0.50
George Satherlard 0.50
Geo. Forguson 0 50
Alexander W, Ferguson 0.40
Bobert MoKay 050

$ 2.90

Bectson No. 3. Miss Johasna McLean
Collector.

Angus Sutberland $ 0.50
Kenneth McLean 0.25
Mrs. Alexander MoKay 0.25
Fannie McKay 0.25
Johanna MclLean 0.25
Robert McKay 0.25
John McDonald 0.40
Wiiliam Satherland 0.25
YWidow John McKsy 0.50

$2.90

W, B., RIVER JOHX CONGREGATION.
Bection No. 1. Miss Mary Murray Cole
dector,

Roderick A. McKenuie, Elder & 1.00
John Dilworth 0.25

Mrs. James Satherland 018
Rederick R. MéKenzie 0 50
Mrs. Robert Ross 0.25
Peter Adameon 0.25
Robert Taylor 0.25

Wm. Murray 0.20
Hugh Murrsy 9,28
Mrs. McKenzie 0.50
James Ritchie 0.50
Dauiel Hingley 0.50
$4.63

Section No. 2. Miss Janet McLean Cod-

lector.

Donald McLean $ 0.2
Mrs. Donald McBain 0.20
{sasc McBain 0.28
Rodserick McKenzie 0.2
Hector Mclean 0.25
Kenneth McKenzie 0.30
Alex. Mcleun, Elder 0.50
John McLean 0.25
Wm. MclLean 0.2
Robert Stewart 0.28
Alex. Baillie 028
$3.00

Section No. 3, Mise Mary Ross Collector.

Hugh Williamson s023
Isaac Rose 0.25
Geo. Baillie 0.25
Jawmes Inpis, Elder +0.25

Section No. 4, Miss Jane K. McKensse
Collector.

John McKenzie $ 0.5
Daniel J. McKenzie 0.25
George Grant 0.50
Wm. Ross 0.50
Alex. Ross 0,25
Wm. Ross 0,26
Alex. McKenzie 0.20
Mrs.John McKenzis 0.12
Mrs. Daniel MoKay 0.35
Mrs. David McKenzie 0.15
Murdoch Currie 0.25
Hugh F. McMillan 0.25
John Rae 0.20

$ 3.67

Section Xo. 5, Msss Bella McKenaie
Collector.

Wm. McKenzie ¢ 0.25
Donald Rors 0.28
Angus McKay, Elder 0.50
William M«Leod 0.25
James McDonald 0.20
John Mcl.eod 0.25
Robert Suthorland 3,50
A. F. Forbea 0.25
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Robert MclLeod 0.20 CAPE JOHIN SECTION,

Total 3 2.45 . .
. . 7 b : ;
Sectron No. 6, Miss FElizabeth McKey (‘olwﬁgls I.Jllh,gh;;cgzmhm Melville and

Jollector.
Hector McKay $ 0.50  James Stramberg $ 025
Jobn Innis 0.25 Don Mclonis 25
Kenneth Innis 0.25  Eliza McInnis 10
Alexander Sutherland 0.15  Caroline Melville 10°
Mys. William Coventry 0.23  Johm Stramberg 20
Johu MeKay 0.25 Danl. Mclean 25
Hugh Sutherland 0.25  Miss Christy Mcl.ean 25
Ken‘ne[h A\lc]{ay * 0.2, Mrs. Rod Mclean 20
Total $1.95  Mrs. Hugh Johnston 25
SEMMARY DMrs. Chas. Mclntosh 20
Earltown . : 81175 Alexr. Forbes 20
- et Dan Forbes 25
Falls 9.35 1 hlan Cam 20
W. B., River John 1670 P e
Total $37.80 Miss May Mclcan 25
Coil. Mc¢Donald 50
RIVER JOIN CONGREGATION. Jno. McKenzie 25
collected by Mrs. R, McCunn and Miss  Mrs.Joo McKenzie .10
Knie Sutherland. ——
Mrs. Dan Jobnston $0.25 $3.80
Mrs. John Hamilton 25 ——
Kate Hamilton | 25 BRULE DISTRICT.
Mrs. John Mecleod 25 Collected by Miss Janie Sutherland and
Mrs. Allen Fraser 50 "7 Miss Junic Deli Fraser,
Mr. Dan McKenzie 50 .
Mrs. G. Gordon 50 Wm. Fracer 0.25
Mis Stewart Holmes 95  Dan Sutherland 25
Mr. Wm. Matheson 95  Mrs, George McLanders - 50
Mrs. J. Gollen 25  Rod. Chisholm 25
Mrs. R. Sutherland 75  Geo. McLanders 25
Mies Maggie McLanders. 25  Dan Rouglass . 25
Mrs. A. Cameron 25  Wm. Douglass 25
Mrs. Wm. McDonald 25  Duncan McDopald 25
Mr. Duniel McDonald 52  Angus Irvine 25
Capt. John McKenzio 50  Mrs. Joha McDonald 25
John MeKenzie Fsq. 100  Annie Bell Fraser 25
John Islmes Esg. 50 ¥Wm. MecIntosh - 45
Mrs. MeCunn 50 Mrs Underwood 25
Miss K. Sutherland 25 —
Mrs Heoderson 25 $3.70
M. G. Mcl.eod 50 Amount collected in two other
Mrs. Gratte 25 sections. 3.7
Miss Apnie Dunn 25
Totsl £9.00 21.90
ELMSVILLE SECTION gﬁgﬁi 8??‘%
John Sutherland 80.25 ) o
Dun Ross 25 . '
David Holmes 25 FOREIGN MISSION.
Don Holmes 25 St. George's Church, R. John $10.24
Rod. McLean 20 Coll McDonald, B. John 2.00
Mrs Dan Grant 25

Teial $1.70 $12.3
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Hotes of the Routh,

The Temporalities case whieh
was argucd before the Judicial Com-
mittee by the Privy Council, will
not be decided till next November.

The Oid Kirk party in Ontario
are sanguine of success.

The Governor General has gone
on an excursion to the North West,
several friends ascompanying him.
The Rev. Dr. MeGregor, one of
the foremost of Scottish preachers,
is among the number. The press
generally has severely cordemned
the noble Marquis for travelling
from Halifax to Quebec on Sunday.
There can be no doubt that the feel-
ings of all right thinking people
have been deeply hurt; but apart
from the religious side of the gués-
tion our Viceroy by this little pic.e
of snobliery hay gained more un-
popularity than he can easily ever
get rid of. :

President Qarfield seems to be
slowly recovering from the pistol-
shot wound by which bis assassin
sought $0 take his life.
seems to be a disappointed office-
seeker with an ill-regulated brain,
partly a knave and altogether a fool.

" The French are creating a good
deal of discussion by their action
in Northern Africa. They landed
a strong military force there to pun-
ish some marauding Arabs ; and are
not in any hurry to take their leave
again.

The Emperor of Russia is still
living, notwithstanding the plots of
his Nihilist friends.

Giteau
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The trihes in  Afchanistan are
stiil at war with one another. The
British  forces have left them to-
their fate. Peace prevails within
the territories under the English
crown in all parts of the world.

We hiad no space in our last issue
to give any account of the proceed-
ings of the General Assembly of the
Church of Seotland. A matter of
some interest was the MeFarlane
heresy case. A minister of that
name in the Presbytery of Glasgow
wrote two, of the sermnons in the
book known as Scottish Sermons, .
For doubtful statements therein he
was called to aecouns;: andwithout
very much ado, he-confessed his

.error hefore the Assembly and was

cautioned to mind his doctrines for
the future. The modern heretic
makes & poor martyr, Dr. Cunning-
ham, another contributor fo that
book was refused an oppertunity to
lecture to the Divinity Students in
Aberdeen. The Theological faculty
quietly shut down on him ; and af-
ter the matter was harmoniously
discussed in the Assembly, that ven-
erable court dismissed the whole
business. The various Mission
Schemes were discussed at length,
and signs of progress were shown.
Dr. Rankin of iiuthul, was sent
last sumnmer to enquire into the mis-
sion in Africa, under the Rev. Dr,
McDonald. He found that that gen-
tleman was il-qualified for the task
of managing men in general, and the
children of Ham in particular. The
Committeé accordingly recalled Mr,
MeDonald, and a suéeéssor has been
appointed. The Home Mission
Scheme is making great progress,
and many new parishes are bei
constantly endowed.



St. Lawrence Drug-Store.

ST, LAWRENCE HOTEL BUILDING, - - - - FRONT STREET,
K.J. McKENZIE,

t a nd Apothecary,
(Begisterad Member N. 5. Pharmassutical Society,) (Member Pharmacoucal Couneil.)
Pare Bnglish D snd  Chemicale. All the Popular Patent Medicines and 4fodioal

Prepurations --English, Americen wnd Canadisn. Everything K. for she
Rk, OTLET ARD NORBERY T8 ?

GARDEN FIELD AND FLOWER SEEDS.

Paints, Oils, Varishes, Dye-Stuffs, Fancy Goods,h'l‘oiles Sets, ete,
20 Everything Ususlly Fonnd ia s Firet-Clati Drug.Stove,
P e e

DAY
Teas, &f&&?@j@ms,@yiws,

Pickles and Szizcos. Hams, Bacon, Dried and Green Fruits, Brooms and Brushes.

Customers from Town and Coukty cam alwsys rely on geiting the very best goods obain-
rble T!’BEAS ABLE PRICES.

STORE IN J. D. B. FRASER'S RUILDING. WATER STREKET,
—PICTOU, N. S.—

e e S ——— S S

i 206 AN,

—ESTABLISHED 1872 —

Commercial House,
YORSTON'S CORNER, - . - PICTOU, N. 8
A. C. BAILLIIE,

IMPORTRR AND DEALER IN

Staple & Fancy Dry Goods.

A Large Stock at all times and Well Assorted- in Every Department.

HOUSE FURNISHINGS, LADIES' AND GENTS' FURNISRIRG GOODS,

of Every Description. Orders for Millinery, Ladies’ Mantles, etc., Exoeuted on the .

Premices. Men's snd Boy's Clothing to Order: with very large and fresh Stock of
CLOTHES TO SELECT FROM.



