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ONE.

Brorizr Oupnant :—7 propose to write a few brief essays for
* your valuable publieation in @nswer to some very popular objections
*against christianity, which indeed have long been urged and often
*fefuted, but which are stdl wunblushingly presented anew Ly modern
"seepties, with a view no doubt of affecting the young, unread and un-
seducated poitions of ~ommunity. Were I writing a hook on the
" subject it would be nceessury to premise several things as introduc-
‘tory, butas the remarks are intended for a monthly periodical, it is
¢ doubtless more apposite to come at once to the subject in hand.
¢ -And first, it is to be observed that most objections are fornded in &
tsupposed incongruity uxisting between the laws of Nature and those
“of the Bibla—that the respective principles taught in these volumes
do not harmonize. Whenever the objector thinks he perecives a dis-
-agreement here, he foois at perfect liberty to abandon the Bible and
4y to Nature, whose les awith him aic aliays right.  And we feel
very glad that they do ackuowledge Natare’s teachings to be true ex-
ponents of the character aud will of God, for thisis the fulerum upen
-which to piace our lever to raise their whole system of objections off
its foundation. ‘Thowas Paine c¢alls Nature, © The true Word of
God.” We very cheerfully admit that whatever principles or laws
are legitimately deducible from Nuture are right. but we promptly
deny that they w any cace contravene those developed in the Holy
Seriptures.  ‘F'here are mysterivs. deep mysteries, doubtiess, both in
Natare and Llevelation; and to our impotent minds, apparent con-
tradictions ;—and strange if chey were not.  We could not expect a
caterpiliar to comprehend Sir Isaac Newton's Principa, nor man to
fathom the prineiples wpon which God governshis moral and physical
uaniverse. Bub what we propose to show is this : That whatever ap-
arent ineonsistencies can Lo shown in the principles ofthe- Bible, can
also be shown in those of Nature ; and therefore, that whocver aban-
dons the Bible as his spivituul guide must also give up Nature as his
ruide. )
© To illustrate what we mean, let us take an exhmple.  Jlow often
-0-we hear men ask with . triumphaat air, if God was really the Au-
hor of the Jewish wars? Did God command the iudiscriminate
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200 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

slaughter of the innocent and the guilty Canaanite 2 Would it not
be unjust to order the massacre of sinless children and even infants,
because their fathers had rcbelled 2 Why did He not except these
innocents out of the number of the devoted 2 These are plain ques.
tions and we will answer them by asking a few others oqually as plain.
All logicians admit this method of dispute te be fair, provided the
questions be pertinend to the point in view. Is not God operating
through natural agents, the Author of every voleanic cruption sinee
time began? And do not these fiery floods often destroy the fairest
portions of the earth, burying whole eitics in ruin?  And are no
little innocents involved in the calastrophe? Does your % god of
Nature” refrain from causing the earth to spew oul the red hot del-
uge to save the children 2 Why does he not exeept them out of the
number destroyed 2 Again, why does your “god” sometimes in hig
anger shake the earth so terribly asto tumble down cvery house in a
populous city, or to cause the land $o open wide its cnormous juws and
to swallow down the innocent and the gentle all alike at 2 single eof-
fort? Whenever these interrogations are answered we stand pledged
‘to explain all similar diffeulties in the Bible. Why are the teader-
est sympathies of our seeptical friends all avonsed at the recital of
the death of the guiltlessin the Jewish wars when thoy can look with
a cold hearted indifference or atleast without a marmur upon all the
sad havoe made by the operation of the laws of Nature, their acknow-
ledged Deity? Iere are diffieulties of the same nature as those ob-
jected to.  The intelligens christian finds, Lowever, no greas trouble
in either ease.  What we claim for this argument is, that 1% blunis
the edge of objcction and gues far to show that the God whe rules
over the physical universe also controls the spivitual and wnoral—that
He who made the world also made the Bible.
Evassinicus.

A NARRATIVE
OF THE ORIGIN OF THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION.
* No. VIL
Tue Parliament, desiving to comprebend the Independents within

the new establishment recommended by the Assembly at Westmin-
ster. or to give them a full toleration, did, on the i3th of Scptember,

crenee.  The Independents would have stated the points of differ-
ende and would have endeavored a compromise while the diseipline of
the church was pending in the Assembly ; but, ot that time, the Pros-
byterians insisted that the new fora of government should first pass
into a law as a standard, before the exceptions of the Indspendents
should be considered. Upon which they were adjourned Dby the
House of Commons till the affair should be determined in the Assem-
bly ; who agreed, April 4, 1645, ¢ that the brethren who had cutered
their dissent against the Presbyterian government should bea
committee to bring in the whole frame of their government in 2 body,
writh theiv grounds and, veasons.”  'Lhe Independents desived liberty

. . gt ——ie b o . -

1644, order a grand committee of accomimodation to the points of difl- !
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to bring in their objections by parts as the Presbyterians had done
their advices; but this not being admitted, they desired time to per-
feet their plan before any other scheme passed into a law, but the
Presbyterians, without any regard to the compromise, by the assist-
ance of their Scoteh friends, pushed the affair to a conclusion in Par-
liament ; upon which the Independents laid aside their own medel,
and published a remonstranco complaining of the artful conduct of
the Agsembly ; and that the discipline of the church being fixed, it
was too late to think of a comprchension, Thus the Presbyterians
i jockeyed the Independents, and intrigned their jus divinum,

The Parliament saw the mistake, and by their own hands resumed
the affair, and revived the committee of accommodation; Nov. 6,
1645.

A committec of the most distinguished Independents, and also of
the leading Presbyterians. met several times on the subject of accom-
modation and toleration. At their last meeting, March 9, the Pres-
byterian paper in answer to the overtures of the Independents, con-
i eluded with thesc remarkable words—¢ That whereas their (Indepen-
- dent) brethren say that uniformity ought te be urged no farther than
is agrecable to all men's consciences, and to their edification, it seems
to them as if their bretiren (the Independents) nos only desired lib-
erty of conscicnces for themselves, hut for all men, and would have us
think that we are bound by our covenant to bring the churches in the
three kingdoms to no nearer a conjunction and unifurmity than is
consisteut with the liberty of all men’s conseiences; which, whether
it be the sense of the covenant. we leave with the honorable commit-
tee.”  Ilerenpon # Jeveminh Burroughs, a divine of great candor and
+ moderation, declared s the name of the Independents, that if their
songregations might net be exempted from that eoercive power of the
classes—if they might not have liberty to govern themselves in their
. own way, as long us they behave peaceably to the eivil magistrate,
- ihey were resolvad 10 suffer or go to some other place of the world
 where they mightenjoy their liberty. 3ut while men  think there is.
L 10 way of peace but by {oveing ali to be of the same mind—while
they think the civil sword s an ordinance of Ged to determine all
controversies of divinity. and that it must needs be attended with fines
and imprisonments to the disobedient; while they apprehend there
is uo medinm hetween a striet uniformity and a general confusion of
ali things; while these sentiments prevail, there must be 2 base sub-
© jeclion of men’s consciences to slavery, a suppression of much truth,
aad great disturbances in the christian world.”

Thus ended the last committee of Lords and Commons and Assem-
bly Divines for accommodation.  Nothing was more detested and ab-
horred by the majority of the Presbyterians than toleration. The
Toudon divines, who often at this time held their meetings at Zionw
College, and had o synod every Monday to consultin order to aid the
: Westmivster Assembly in earrying their points faverable to their own
establishment, and in opposition to any toleration of other sectaries
—besonght. in 2 letter of Junuary 15,1645, the Assambly “to oppose
with all their might the great Diana (toleration) of the Independents.”

- -



202 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

In this letter these words are to be found— Not, say they, that we
can harhor the loast jealousy of your zeal, fidelity, or industry in the
opposing and extirpating of such a root of gall and bitterness as toler-
ation is, and will be both to the present and future ages.” 'L'he city
ministers, in a provincial assembly, Nov. 2, 1749, in a vindication of
their beloved presbytery, #represent universal toleration as contrary
to godliness, opening a door to libertimism and profaneness, and a
tenct to be rejected ag soul poison.” .
Suck was the spirit of the Presbyterians both in and out of the
creed-making assembly ; and, as Mr. Neal justly observes this 2o tol-
eracion was turned upon themselves by the prelatists in twenty years;
so that they who would, and who did shus the gates of toleration and
of mercy upon others, had those very gates shut in their own face.
We shall notice but one other act of this assembly, and dismiss
them from our view for a while. The Parliament reguested them to
recommend some other version of the Psalms of David than Stern-
hold’s and Hopkins.! They read over Rouse’s version, and, after

several amendments, sent it up to the House, Now. 14, 1645, with the
following recommendation: * Whercas the honorable House of Com-

mons, by an order bearing date Nov. 20, 1643, have recoinmended the

Psalins published by Mr. Rouse to the consideration of the Assembly .
of Diviues, the Assembly has causel them to be carefully perused; i

and as they aye now altered and amended, do approve them; and
humbly conceive they may be useful and profitable o the church if
they be permitted to be publicly sung.  Accordingly they were aue
thorized by the two IIouses.”

Thus we have secn how the Presbyterian Confessinn of Faith, Sol-
emn League and Covenant. Directory for Public Worskip, Form of
Discipline, Presbyterian Church Government, and Rouse’s version of

the Psalms of David, gnt to be canonical and of divine authority.—

And with deep sorrow, toc, we have seen that no toleration was the
first sprout from this sweet or bitter root. The following items give
the whole in miniature :—

1. When king Charles I sought the assistance of his Catholic sub-
jeets in carryivg on a war for his own prerogative, the Parlianent
which opposed him sought the assistance of tlie Scots nation in resist-
ing hiz claims.

2. The Seots, prejudiced in favor of Calvinism, through the preach-

ing of Knox and others of the Geneva school, agreed 1o assist their
English ueighbors upon conditicn that they would assist them or
unite with them in establishing one ereed, one discipline, one ceclesi-
astical govermment in hoth nations.

3. In order to this, it was stipulated that an assembiy of divines,
be called as an ecclesiastical council, to aid the Parbiament in settling
a religious establishment that would mget the views of the Scots

4. That the assembly at Westminster was summoned, couvened
sworn. instructed, paid, and controlled by this parliament.

§. That thesolemn league aud covenant was introduced. fashioued,
matured, and established by the same divizes and parliament

6. That Rouse's psalms were canonized and legitamized by the

1
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© same authority.

7. And that the whole ended in religious despotism, tyranny, and
no toleration. That awords and constables, exiles, confiscation, and
death, were the attendants and sanctions of this system.

It is to be hoped that many of the modern Presbyterians have seen
the folly of their ereed makers, and do lament that such should have
been the circumstances which gave birth to their system.

— e

MR. HOOPER TO D. QLIPHANT.
Helifuz, 18th Mey, 1853,

ry, bearing date March 7th. came to hand yesterday ; and now after

an interval of fiftecu weeks, I sis down to write you another short

epistle. T am tolerably well reconciled to the idea of your long silence

howover. from the fuct that I have enough to do in my own legitimate

field of'labor. which I think will be more profitable, both to myself,
and the canse of truth, which I am set to advoeate, than I have rea-
son to believe the present discussion will prove.

Be it understood. then, that unless you meet my arguments with
a greater degree of ingenuousness, than you have done thus far, the

diseusison must end with your next letter ; but if on the consrary you

mauifest « spirit of fair argumentation, aud exhibit the eandor which
I acknowledge your fivst epistle contained, T care not how long the
correspondence, (begun as it was without my knowledge. and against
wy expectation,) shall be prolunged, as in that case I trust it may he
the means in the hands of God, of disseminating the truths of liberal

your lctter.
Universalisin, viz, 1 Tim ii. 4, * God will have all men to be.saved,”
says ¢ emphatieally that God’s will, which dates back centuries ago,”?

that T abandon that of Paulywhen he saysthat God will have all men
to be saved. and come unto a knowledge of the truth? No, I still
contend that the passage is a “ strong pillar of Universalism,” and
upon that pillar I continue to Jean, and T trust that while I live, and
when T come to die, 3t will yield me the samwe support that it kas
afforded me since the day when fivst I believed it :

Verily you musthave been very anxious tomeet an abandonment
ol evidenee on my pavt, or you would not have endeavored to tor-
tarc a sentiment “ not within a thousand miles of the point” into
such anabandonment.  "The remark which follows those # five words”
of mine of which yon make such a parade, renders it very clear what
my wmeaning was, if (which I deny) there was any obscurity in the
negation itself,

Iy it limiting the Holy One, to believe that he will have all men
to be saved. &e., and that in his own time, that will, will be -sccom.
| plished 2 I think not; bat to affirm emphatically, as Mr. Oliphang

Mg. Oumruant :(—Your answer to my letier of the 1st of Februa- |

Christianity, where otherwise they would not go at present. Dut to |
Ist. You say that I have virtually abandoned my strong pillar of !
&e. Because I demur at the position of one D. Oliphant, when he .

has been all that while successively resisted by man. dees it follow

®. CT b
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has done, that God has a will, but cannot exccuto it, because it does
not happen to be man’s will also, this to me is limiting the Holy One ;

and it is this sentiment, and not Paul’s aflirmation that God will have |

all men to be saved, of which I said, # I affirmi no such thing.”

But you say I have given nio argument in support of the truth that :
God will bave all men to be saved. Assuming as you do, that T have ,

abandoned my position, what ground had you to expeet argunwent in
its defence 2 But sinee L have not abandoned it, and you call for
arguments, I will give you a few. I should be glad to {ill my sheet
with arguments of this kind were there not other matters to answer.

1
i

< o, i:

Be it known, then, that I believe all men will finally be saved, t, .

beeause itis God’s will, and that will cannot be resisted.  Who will

have all men to be saved, | Tim. ii. 4. "le doeth his will in the ar- |

ies of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth ; none can stay
his hand, or say unto him what doest thow ? Dan. iv. 35. 2, I believe
it because God hath given all beings to Christ, and that Christ isa
perfect, or if you please, an Universal Saviour. Thou hast given him
power over all flesh, that he should give eternal Iife to as many as

thow hast given him, John xvii. 2. 3, AU thut the futher hath given

ane shall come unto me, end he that cometh to mie £ will in uo wise
cast out, John vi. 87. Surely not much logic is needed to make Uni-
versalism out of such passages as these. I think they must be plain
enough to any mind that will take their meaning without prejudice,
80 I forbear comments.

2. Yousay, ¢ A forthcoming dispensation, called the dispensation
of the fulness of times, has, it appoars, everything to do with the
full developement of Universalism.” In this youare right, and al-
though I backed my assertion up In my former cominunications, “with
proofs divine, and reasons strong,” you arc pleased to say stiil “that
the proof is waunting, hoth as vespects the dispensation to cume, and

the faith of all men when it does come? The phrase in yuestion j

you will admit is a seriptural phrase, given originally by inspiration
of the spirit of God, to the great Apostle of the Gentiles,and by
bim spoken to the church at Iiphesus; but you contend ihat when
Christ came, the dispensation of thie fulness of times came also.  Just
brush up your chronology a little, and you will find thas when the
phrase in questien was first used, by Paul to the Xuhesiang, Christ
had been crucified twenty-seven years, and yvet the \postle spokeof
a dispensation of the fulness of times as yet future, nnd assured his
hearers that when it should arrive, God's will whichi he had purposed

in himself, and which in all wisdom and prudence he liad mude kuown 1,

to the Apostles, should be accomplished, and all things in heaven and
on carth shall be gathered together in Christ. If any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature, old things are passed away behold ail
things arc become new. And all things are of God who hath recou-
ciled us to himself, by Jesus Christ, and hath given unto us the min-
istry of reconciliation, to wit, that God wusin Clrist reconciling the

" world writo limself, &e., 2 Cor. iii. 17. 18.

I have thus given you inspired proof that the dispensation in
"question was future, more than a quarter of a century after the eruci-

et
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fixion of the Saviour, and upon this proof, taken in connection with
the fact that the promises relating to it were universal in their appli-
cation, and manifestly unaccomplished, I rest the argument that it is
yet future. If this view of the subject be not the correct one, I am
at a loss to know the apostle’'s meaning both in the language already
quoted, andin that very significant passage from Hebrews quoted
inmy last, We see 2ot yet all things put under him, but we sec Je-
sus, &c., 2. . we see the evidence in the mission, life, death and res-
urrcetion of Christ, that when the dispensation of the fulness of times
arvives, all men shall be made alive in him, and be children of God,
being children of the resurrcetion.

8. With regard to the attributes of God, you say you do net know
as much about them, as your universalist friends. A candid acknow-
ledgement truly, to which I reply, just leave off chasing heathen phan-
toms, and study those attributes by whatis revealed of them in the
seriptures, using the same amount of rational and legitimate logie,
that you use on some other points of study, and it is to be presumed
you will learnin due time asmuch as we have learned.

What you say with regard to the phrases in the apostolic commis-
ston, he that believeth, and he that believeth not &e., and the saying of
Paul, our God is a consuming fire, has been duly noted. Those pas-
sages are as familiar to all Universalists as houschold words ; it is im-
possible however in this article to give them a passing notice without
swelling it to an unduc length. -

You next proceed to say that ¢ Mr. Hooper like other Universal-
ist advocates, eannot sce how mercy or love can inflict punishment.”
Now this saying is altogether gratuitous, and in point of fact decided-
ly wanting.

Universalists, strange as it may strike some cars, ave the only de-
nomination of Christians that preachjthe certainty of punishment !
Aud every Universalist minister who acts up to the charge received
at his ordination, makes it & prominent item in his ministry to “re-
prove, rebuke and exhort,” declaring God’s authority that ¢ the soul
that sinneth, it shall die,” and that  He will by no means clear the
guilty.” Do you preach thus? If not receive I beseech you the
word from God’s mouth, and warn the people from him, lest the
blood of yourcharge be required ab your hands, Ez. xxxiil.

But the difference between Universalists and Partialists on the

| aubject of punishment is tbis, (and a wide difference it is too,)

that while we make all punishment disciplinary, and of course limited,
you make it endless and consequently vindictive. With us all pun-
ishment is from the hands of a Kind Jather, who chastens us for our
profit, that we may be partakers of liis holiness, while with you it is
from thehands of a cruel tyrant, administered with no good end in
view, but on the principle of black and cruel revenge. With the
apostle we believe that although no chastening for the present scem-
cth joyous but grievous, nevertheless afteruward it yicldeth the gfav
able fruits of righteousness, to'Yhem that are exercised thereby, Heb.
xii. 10. 11. Endless punishment on the contrary can have ho such
effect, for the plain reason, that being endless, it can have 7o afier-
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ward. Your remarks with regard to the mercifulness of endless
punishment, though entirely unsatisfactory and in my view highly
absard, afiord hewever one consolation, and that is, that the ortho-
doxy of the present day is entirely a different thing from that of fifty,
or even twenty yearsago, then it was a literal, and a local hell of fire
t and brimstone, with
Elernal plagues, and heavy chains,
Tormenting racks, and fiery coals ;
And darts to inflict immortal pains
Dip’d in the blood of damned souls.

Now is it a more conforiadle Jull of conscicnce, from whick, even my |

friend Oliphant would not ask to be delivered.  With regard to what
you say of making your retreat from heaven, if Julius Ceasar, Na-

poleon, and Pope Leo are there, I canuot do better- than relate an |

anccdote of our late lamented Liev. Mr. Rodgers of Cincinnati, which

I have lately read in some of our periodicals. Drother R. was once |
in conversation with a pious man of the partialist faith on religious |
subjeets in general, and the evidence in favor of the doctrine of the |

restitution in particular,when a man who was known to both disput-

ants, to be one of dissolute habits, chaneed to pass; upon which the |

partialist brother esclaimed (probably with as much of an air of vie-
tory as you advanee the same idea,) There, Mr. Rodgers, if that man
goes to heaven, I don't want to go there ; to which the other replied,
My brother, if you ever get to heaven, do you not expect to find
some holy angels there, as much better than yourself, as you are bet-
ter than that man ? The reply was, Yes, but what has that to do with
the matter 2 O, said Mr. R, T was only thinking thatif one of these
holy angels should chance to possess the same spirt which you pos-
acss, and should say to our heavenly Father, © if you let that fellow
.Ztay here I don't want to stay,” what sort of a place heaven would
se.

With regard to your last paragraph where you ignore the use of
carnal weapons, I would only say I am glad of it; but I reiterate
the sentiment contained in my last, that the man which would deny
another the possession ¢f the christian faith, because the views of the
latter may not square in all points with his own, exhibits the same
. spirit that planted the stake, and reared the inquisition, I agree with

vou in your remark on the comparative fairness and liberality of dif-

ferent editors; I have givenmy friend due credit heretofore, but I
i am fully aware, and I suppose youare, that there are exceptions, not
. only to all rules, but to the general character and practice of all men.

Your criticism upon the difference between faith, and the fuith, is
all a dead letter to me ; for after repeated efforts thus to do, I can-
not comprehend your meaning, nor can my friendsto whom I have
shown your article, and applied for assistance, render me any ; we all
prounounced it a sealed book, emphatically a darkening of counsel by
words without knowledge ; perhaps wedure all too young disciples in
the use of language to sec the point, but aceording to the prineiples
of the grammar in which I was instructed, the is a definite article,
and limits the noun to which it is prefixed. Now if I have no faith

[
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in gencral, I cannot perceive how I can bave ¢ the faith” in particu-
lar.
In the bonds of the gospel,
I am yours,
W. Hoorer.

——— e @ e

D. OLIPHANT'S RESPONSE TO MR. HOOPER.
Stcamer Highlander, Ontario, 16th June, 1853. -

Mr. W. Hoorer . Dear Sir-—On my arrival at home three days
, 430 your last letter aweited me. I reply to it as journcy to the city
, of Hamilton per steamer on our beautitul Ontario.
) Youare pleased tocall iLese letters passing between usa discussion,
. I canmot honor our performance with that pame.  WhenI enter upon a
discussion I uniformly have definitc rules and proporitions by which
the controversial investigation may be prosecuted in an orderly and
systematie manuer. Such a controversy has not been arranged between
us. Acecidentally or providentially I looked over your letter to a
Provincial journal, published in a paper whizh comes regularly to my
office. I copied it—offered a fow thoughts on it—and you saw fit to
respond. T am simply exchanging salutes with you mntil you judge
that my logical salutations bad better be directed somewhere else
than toward the doetrine which Universalist friends aim to uphold.

From the letter now before me, and from hints and statements pre-
. viously, if T apprehend you, the following affirmatives are regarded as
, nceessary to maintain the system of Universalism:
;L God has a benevolent will.

2, His will cannot be resisted.

. Sin must always be punished, but
All punishment is disciplinary, and, therefore,
. Both punishment and sin must end—hence,
. Grod will finally save all men.

O Gt ps G2

- Such, my friend, if I mistake not, is Universalism put into essence.
! Tts whele volumes are mainly comprised in these six points. And at
a distance, allow me to say, this sort of philosophy looks rosy and ro-
bust—as presty as any beautiful sepulehre ; but in order to admire it
we must needs keep a far way off: for close inspeetion finds little to
admire or applaud.

‘That this philosophy is not found in the Bible is evident from the
: fact that the Bible is never quoted as teaching it except as the pious
Calvinist frames his theology and then picks up a word or a sentence
of seripture that seems to suithim; or as the ¥ Holy Mother Chureh”
cstablishes the idea of a Pope and then manufactures Peter into a
Pope to suit the occasion. And they all tell us, with my friend Hoop-
er, of their proofs “divine.” Universalism, while it hasa good share
of ridicule for the baseless coneeits of traditionary Christendom, most
faithfully follows the fashion of serapifying the Divine volume.and
forcing the language of heaven into the veriest fancies. You, my
dear sir, leaned up with your principal weight agaiust a. presumed

bulwork of your doctrine said to be contained in the words * God will

.
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have all men to be saved ;? but when the mere sound of these words
was not accepted as proof of Universalism, and you were asked to
consider the connexion in wbich the language stood,—who spoke, who
was the party addressed, what was the work of preachers at that
time,—yes, friend Hooper, when brought into close contaet in this
inductive style, you hastencd off to some other stand-point and beg-
aed to be exeused from considering the passage in its contextual hear-
ings. Will my good friend even attempt to review and answer my
statements in reference to 1 Tim. ii. 4, as presented in my letter in
the January Number? Tell us,my friend, what Paul preached to
men by authority of Jesus. Tell us what Timothy was doing in Eph-
esus. Tell us what salvation the Ephesians received, and how they
received it. Then tell us what is to be understood by the language,
% God will have all men to be saved.” You have a nobler ambition I
should judge than to carn the reputation of a serap-doctor ;—a coun-
terfeiting pill peddler is a gentleman to him.

One instance may suffice as a specimen of how my friend gives the
Bible a new tongue to speak Universalism. In asserting that God’s
will (20 save mankind from sin) is not to be resisted, quoting 1 Tim.
il. 4, you confirm your statement by a reference to Dan. iv. 85, “he
docth his will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of
the carth.” Nothing apparently is here considered but the sound of
words. Forin the first place, the language is from the meuth of
Babylon’s king—Ncbuchadnezzar—an 1dolatrous gentleman who had
learned something of the living Ged.  Secondly, the gospel as preach-
ed by Paul, and to which he had allusion when writing to Timothy,
was not developed till more than five hundred yearsafter the Chaldean
monarch used the words you quote—so that the will of God as set
forth in the gospel could not be alluded to by Nebuchadnezzar.  Third-
1y, the will of God as supreme Ruler over heaven and earth, exercis-
ing power asa Sovereign over all sovercigns, is a will as diffierent from
the will which he is pleased to exercise in the salvation of wmen from
sin, asmonarchial power is different from moral or spiritual power.—
A monarch’s will is not persuasive. It commands—it appoints by
authority—it enforces its designs whether the subjeet chooses or
not. But the gospel is & persuasive instrumentality. This you have
conceded. It developes God, not as a monarch, but as a Beneficient
Friend.

And here, my good sir, you have not only given us a sample of how
you serapify the living oracles, but you have put your foot in a place
where you cannot easily raise 1t again. Did you not concede to me,
when 1 was at pains to show the principle on which the Divine will
operated in saving men, that God according to his benevolent will
suves men by gospel instrumentality?—and that the will of God, as
developed in the gospel, addresses and draws men by moral suasion ?
Why, then, do you now commit logical suicide by bringing up the will
of God as a monarch to prove the salvation of any man much less
allmen? After agrecing with me that spiritual suasive power is the
power that saves men, why do you affirm that monarchial power saves

— -

men fromsin? I see not how you can honorably cscape from the
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discharge of this destructive gun which I have thus made you touch
off upon yourself.

Still farther. You put yourselfin company with Nebuchadnezzar,
saying, God does his will in heaven and on earth; then afirm’as a
devout Universalist, that God’s will, thus done, is his irresistible will
to save every man from sin. Yet the apostles, in their Jewish mis-
gion, are taught by their Lord to pray,  Thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven.” Thus, according to Universalist theology, we bave
the apostles praying for what bad been done in the world ever since it
was a world !

But I must pay my respeets to the six points of your philesophy.
My pen must sketch rapidly ; for, as with yourself, so with me, other
engagements call for attention.

First. Your first affirmation is admitted. The will of God is su-
premely and comprebensively benevolent.  Would that all men knew
and realized it!

Second. The inference that your philosophy draws from the. char-
acter of God, namely, that his will cannot be resisted, is a sophism of
capital magnitude. + You do always resist the Holy Spirit” was
said to the stiff-necked Jews by God’s authority; and in resisting
the Holy Spirit they resisted God. It ismost populor at Halifax
and at Cobourg to resist the will of God ; for # he will have all men
to be saved,” butmany choose darkness rather than light, the spirit of
sin to the spirit of holiness, the love of the world to the love of God’s
dear Son. If not in Nova Secolia, at least in Canada, there are
those who are in the “ snare of the devil, taken captive by him at his
will ; and ifthese do not resist God’s will whiie captivated and held
by satan’s will, be kind cnough to explain what you mean by the term
resist.

Lvery man resists the will of God whots unkappy. Deny this or

affirm iz, just as you please, and in either ease your system is shaken .

as with the palsy. The gospel, according to the first intimation of
it, is God’s * good will to men ;7 and this good will is graciously of-
fered to men, not forced on them,as my friend has long ago acknow-
ledged : and when thus presented in the form of an appeal, the word
of exhortation accompanies the gospel voice, # See that you refuse {re-
sist] not him that speaketh.” In speaking of the gospel, therefore,
and the salvation it proposes, it is as palpable a fallacy and as un-
seriptural a notion ascan well be conceived, to say that God’s will
cannot be resisted.

Third and Fourth. Sin, you assert, must always be punished, and
the punishment work reformation. Neither Moses nor the apostlés
will help youhere. Sin, where the merey of God is not sesisied, can
be forgiven, yes, s forgiven. In this the love of God is manifested.
Remission of sins is the charm of the gospel. Truc, the sinner when
hie resists the offer of forgiveness, must be punished. But punish-

ment is not always reformatory.,Vhere do you read of Pharaol’s.re- i

formation after his destructionin Yhe Red Sca 2—or does your philos-
ophy testify and say that the hard bearted king, after all his exploits,
all ‘his rejection of mercy, will appear at length, saying, ¢ O Lord, 1

i
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hardencd myself against your merey—jyou gave me up to destruction
in the same waters through which Israel passed—now my heart is
thine—those waves have purified my soul—the sea has washed me
clean from my iniquity ¥’ .

What reformation was wrought in the case of Korah and his com-
pany when the carth swallowed them in a mowment, and fire from
heaven consumed two hundred and fifty princes who took part with
him, will be a test to your philosophy., Of the one and a half mil-
Yions of Jews who were slain and taken captive when Jerusalem was |
given into the hands of the Romans, bow many of them were disci- |
plined your philosophy answers not. Cencerning * the angels who |
kept not their first estate, but left their habitation, reserved in ever- |:
lasting chains, under darkness, to the judgment of the great day,” |
how far they arc yet partakers of the benefit of your discipline and |;
made morally better, and how great will be their progress in reform- 2
ation after the “ judgement of the great day,” arve (uestions which
must, I conclude, be laid over to your future dispensation.

But you must be pressed still closer on this peint. It is of grand im-
portance. Men live in sin—love sin all their life—dic in sin—ay-
pear bhefore God in sin, all his mercy having been refused; and
genileman in Halifax city, Nova Scotia, says that punishment shail
discipline them and make them boly and thence happy; afirming
that 1t is God’s will that they should sin during their lives, reject the
gospel, sink aown in death with all their sins upon them, and then by
his wrathful Jove scourge their sins from them. This, my kind sir, is
a speeies of philosophy certainly bold enough, but where, Mr. Hooper,
did you get your philosophy ? Did Hosea Balou leave it as a legaey
to his suceessors 2 A word of proof on reliable authority, if you
please. A passage of scripture m its truc context will answer. The
tollowing passage is not at par in Cobourg :—* Go, my apostles, and
preach repentance and remission of sins to all the world, beginning
at Boston : he that believeth shail be saved, and he that believeth not
shall likewise be saved after he is Jamued.

Fifth—Sixih. Punishmens you say will cure sin, God will cease
punishing; and universal happiness be the issae. Not only will the
devil he withous o friend, but the old enemy himself will re-
for and love Ged. Your diseiplinary punishment is therefore the
most effective commodity in the universe for the purgatica of sinand
the diffusion of bliss: ,But please give us one instance of a sinmer
being turned to a snint by punishment, or, with the seriptures before
you tell us of one that will be. I putyou to theproof. Philosophy
is not testimony. Whenever, Mr. Hooper, you give us one such case,
I will assist you in glovifying punishinent as the capital instrument
of tarning the hearts of wicked men to God. Till then, excuse me
for agreeing with the apostle John when he says—* e (who know
God) Zove lune nEcavsE Ze first loved us?  This single expression
kills the exotic idea that punishment produces love to God, or which
is the same thing, destroys sin. A%d can you not see that if one
sintier could be punished inte holiness and thence to heaven, he would
be compelled to raise a different song of praise from John and all
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saints saved by Jesus' love, ashis strain would be—+1I love him Je-
| causehe punished me.!

7 You quote Heb. xii. 10, 11, as proof that punishment is disciplinary.
4+ The apostle speaks of chastisement—the chastisement of suns: not
J the punishment of sinners. This is another example of the unceremo-
| nious havoe which is made of the divine scriptures. What Paul ap-
il plies to the Lord’s children on earth, who are in the congregation of
t the saved, friend Hooper carries away to the other side of pandemon-
;) imm and makes it applicable t¢ sinners in another world, and while on
ji the way Paul’s chastisement is transformed into punishment!! No
t wonder you call D. Olipbant such hard names when you can thus treat
iy the apostle Paul.

% In your remarks upon the views I offered touching the state of the
w wicked, youspeak of a “comfortable hell” By this I perceive you
i ure not well posted np in respeet to what constitutes punishment.—
« And with all your philosophy, you scem very impe.fectly acquainted
, with mental philosophy. ~The agony of mind or spirit isan agony as
. far transcending physical pain as mind is superior to body. Should
4 the Legislature of Nova Scotia pass an Act that Mr. Hooper should
: never leave his lodging in Halifax eity, never see the face nor hear
., the voice of one friend duringlife, never again hold communion with
. the social compacet in any form, I cannot doubt but the physical suf-
; fering of the martyr at the stake would be envied and freely preferred.

. of aspirit without hope and the untold woe of a mind groaning under
. moral despair | O, sir, what next ? X ‘

*  An anecdete is introduced torebuff one of my positions,and I pre-
; sume you will haveno objections to hear another—also concerninga:
Universalist preacher. I offerit not as argument, for anecdotes are
generally quite harmless as to logic. A Universalist preacher once’
visitdd 2 community ¢ out west” and gave an animated discourse on
all men’s salvation, to the great comfort of the chief villians of:the
ncighborhood.  After sermon, the speaker announced a collection. He
sent round his hat to gather the coin. The collection commenced.
o One put in a picee of tobacco, another a dirty pipe, a third a broken
. button, then another a worn out snuff-box, and another a rusty nail. -
| The hat with its load of contents in due time came back to the preach-
s er. Ile looked a$ it and with a smile of chagrin exclaimed— Well : |
., I've been preaching there’s no hell, but from this speeimen I think |,
if there ought to be one.’ 1y story is not so long as yours, but itis

§ 35 broad and perhaps as deep.

i Taw sorry that the benevolently disposed men who embrace Uni-
j versalism presume so much upon their own reason, and rely so lit-
, the upon the Divine word. The short metre of every Universalist, is,
i ‘I can see no reason why God should arrange the universe to _permit
y sinand_punishment to exist perpetually ; the goodness of God would },
. ever allow it ; I must think that sinshall end and punishment cease.’ i
! Coming to the Bible with the mind pitched -upon this key, the Uni-
| versalian Rationalist scizes the syllables and sentences that seem to
' sound well on his patent doctrinal instrument, and makes slurs and
i .
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demi-semi-quavers of all passages where his particular metre needs
them. It were far wiser to follow Peter and Paul. They never said
one word to encourage a wicked man to think he should be saved
Jinally though be persisted in a life of sin.  Not a word had they to
say about punishment curing sin. T'he philosophy of sin being purg-
ed outof the universe by pumshment, like the Pope scourging heresy
out of his dominions by fire and sword, was never thought of by the
simple Galileans nor by the apostlo to the Gentiles. But this is an
age of progress. Great discoveries are made. Spiritual explorers
must have scope to develope their powers, and the Bible is their
territory. Reason miust be enthroned, and philosophy applauded.
“ Pelieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved”........
¢ heware lest that come upon you, predicted by prophets, Behiold you
despisers, and wonder, and perish”—these sayings in the plain blunt
style of the inspired heralds of Jesus are teo impolite and haxrsh for
the superfine and extra-capped benevolence of some modern philoso-
phers.

" Qhe proof you {urnish in attempting to confirm what you formerly
averred respecting a Universalian dispensationis a literary curiosity.
“God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself” refers to o dis-
pensation zo conze | ! % Ie kas reconciled us? signifies that he «will
reconcile us when the new dispensation comes !!1 Be patient, and
try it again Mr. Hooper.

But I must bid you adieu, for my paper admonishes me that my
epistle is already sufficiently lengthy. I opine you arca gentlemanly
Universalist, and believe me that I sympathize with you in your trou-
bles to mateh your System with the gospel. I could almost wish that
your views of punishment were eorrect in your own case at least, and

that the punishment my letters administerto you might prove disci-
plinary.

Yours honestly and plain-Leartedly,
D. Oumrizant.'

—_—-—

THE BAPTISTS--THEIR DOCTRINES AND POLICY, NO. IIL.

The reader may be assured that no duty is more painful to the
writer than the necessity, of exposing the faulis and follies—the sins
and duplicity of men professing to be ministers of Jesus Christ; and

many others, cherish for them a high esteem, and honor them asself-
sacrificing, devoted servants of the Most High God. But“all is not
gold that shines.” Few men arealways—in all eircumstances—what
they profess to be. Within my limited cxperience I have found |
more bad men among the [professedly] good, and more good among
the [esteemed] bad, than I—in my juvenile and unsuspicious days—
even fancied, not to say anticipated. I have greatly changed my-
opinions in relation to poor “ human nature I”  Not so much however

~




whom I have most highly honored and most devotedly loved, espeei-
. ally among denominatious for whom I have the highest regard, have
proved themselves to be but poor, weak, sinful men.  The proportion
* of the clergy who demonstrate to the world the lack of real christian
integrity is fully as large ag of any business or.profession called sce-
ular. Indeed, when men profess to “stand between the living and the
dead”—as priests of Jehovah—as mediators between God and man,
their arrogance, and their ignorance of the true position of a minister -
of the gospel of Jesus, place them in a most eritical position. A
“haughty spirit before a fail” obtained even in the days of Solomon.
Tn these days few fall in the estimation of their blind devotees, in
comparison to the multitudes who fall from the spirit of love, humi-
lity, truth and the feav of the Lord. The rcader must nob suppose, |
because we exposed Mr. Robinson’s perversions of the writings of
another to earry a point, thai even in this perticular,he has sinned
more than all others. We bave apologized all in our power for Lim.
The textuary system under which he was reared—under which he has
always lived, and which he has for a quarter of a century taught
il leads dircetly to this. As remarked in a former article, when men
male up their minds on & certain doctrine defore thoroughly studying
the holy oracles, and then seek in them to find proofs, they must in a
majority of instances, pervert, misquote, and garble God’s word to .
support their assumed hypothesis.  TWhen men embrace lyigg
systenn they must lie to support it ! &
Few men in the Baptist denowminatien have ever had so large a
place in my heart as Rafus Babeock, D. D, now Seerctary of the
American and Forcign Bible Society. e used to pray with great
unction. And I have heard his pavishioners say that, when trouble,
«larkness, or seasons of peculiar interest oceurred in councction with
his congregation, he would spend whole nights in prayer. I could
not but love such a man, however difierent our scntiments. :‘But
alas ! how my heart sunk within me to learn—as I did by a document
placed in my hands by the venerable Dr. Maclay—that to carry a
point—Llaving a position—an untenable position which he was in-
duced to support—he resorted to the practice which we wouid now
hold up to the condemnation of the world, in order to sustain himself.
The facts in the case arc interesting, and important on many accounts,
and we therefore submit them to our readers as beacons to future
voyagers, ‘ .
In 1850 the American and Foreign Bible Socicty determined, by
a decided majority, not to carry out a measure dear to the hearts of .

.
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many Christians. For which many pious Baptists and others had
pourcd into its coffers hundreds and thousands of dollars. This
measure was a corrected English version of the oracles of God. - The
A. and F. B. Society was urged into existence to supply the myriads
of India, Burmah and the East with versions made by Carey, Judson
and others, devoted Baptist missionaries—which versions pedo-bap-
tists refused to circulate, because these men of God would have their
versions correspond to the original. They refused—as they ought—
to make King James’s Tnglish version the standard. This society,
then, was created to supply the world with a faithful transeript of
the mind and will of God. When the time came—when they had
the means and the men to publish a eorrcet version in English, the
majority refused even to encourage sueh a work. They would be-
come unpopular with the whole of pedo-baptist christendom, were
they to change baptize to immerse, and they drew back! They did

more, they opposed the measure! Ths true, said they practieally, ;

Siamese, Burmese, and Hindoos must have a version clearly express.
ing the mind of the Spirit, but we can do with a defective one—
defective and obseure in doctrine, obsolete in style, incorreet in
grammatical construction! But men like Drs. Cone and Maclay,
Messrs. Wyckoff and Colgate of New Ycik, and others in various
parts of the east, west, north and south, said, No; hundreds read the
Bible in English to one in another nguagre, aud we ought to have
as correet a version as any people living; and by God’s help and
blessing we will have it!

The Bible Union then came into existence. W. H. Wyckoff be-
came its Secretary. A Missionary brother, J. H. Chandler, returned
from Siam where he had bheen for many years. In an interview
with the secretary of the Bible Union, in a “solemn and delibérate

“manner,” he said, ¢ Brother Wyckoff, we need a corrceted English

version for the heathen.” The present king of Siam is a manof

great intelligence, acquainted with several languages and skilled in !
arts and sciences. Before he ascended the throne he occupied a con- ;

spicuous position as brother of the reigning monarch, and was very
intimate with the missionaries. When the Siamese Testament was
translated, brother Chandler presented. to him a copy which he read
with interest. Subseqiently he received, also, as'a present, a copy of
the common English version. He examined it and found numerous

discrepancies between it and the Siamese. He took them to his Eng- :

lish teacher, (a Presbyterian- ‘missionary) and called his attention to

the diserepancies, telling him that the Missionaries had made mistakes,
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great men.

own position in self-defence.

ed, in regard to our institution :

Dr. Bascock’s vERSION—
declared by him to be* wnoLe
testimony

%1 have ever regarded the A
& F. Bible .Socxety as onc of tlie
most important socicties connect-
ed with our denomination. I was
present at the annual meeting of
the Board of Missions in Hartford,
Conn., (in 1836)-when its forma-
tion was first advocated ,‘ and from

our own, and' from the great goo’d

the Siamese version was wiong, &e.
to the donor of the Testament, and by him to Dr. Jones, the Baptist
missionary who had made the Siamese version.
place referred to and then had to assurc him that in every instance
where the Siamese version differed from the unglish version the
English, and not the Siamese, was wrong.

what was then said of the import--
anee of having a Bible Society of-

He was referred by his teacher .

He examined every

These facts being used by the advocates of a revised version of the
English seriptures, Dr. Babcock sought to invalidate this testimony.
He wished to make it appear that this missienary was more favorable
to the American and Foreign Bible Socicty than to the Bible Union.
To do this he gives publicity to a letter- writtén by Mr. Chandler.
And here is the fact which we referred to in proof of the unholy in-
fluenee of-a desire o sustain a favorite hypothesis at all hazards—to ;
show what an influence this disposition has upon otherwise good and
In reference to the position of Mr. Chandler to the A.
& I, Bible Society Dr. Babeock writes as follows:

“Trsrorony or Rerunnes MisstoNarms.—It is a gratifying cir- -
cumstance in the midst of some trials and perplexities, and the oppo-
sition of some of our carly coadjutors, that the returned missionaries, !
without exception, so far as we have been able to learn, are the stead-
fast friends of the American and Foreign Bible Socicty.
not wish, and certainly it is no part of our plan or purpose, to draw
them into any controversy. When, however, their casual remarks
have been used for a purpose they had not intended, it scems bus sim-
ple justice to themselves, that they should be allowed to define their
For this purpose, we insert the follow-
ing extracts of a letter from our brother Chandler, printer to the ;
Stam Mission, giving the whole of his testimony, voluntarily proffer-

They-do

EXTrACTS FROM THE ORIGINAL
LITTER, written by J. . Chend-
ler to Dr. BaZcoc/c.

* * * * *

I a6l now (lc/i,zc my posilion
25 relution to the Bible xSoucfzcs
1 have regarded the American &
Foreign Bible Society as one of
the most important societics con-
nected with our denomination. I

was present at the annual meeting |

of the Board of Missious in Hart-
ford, when its formation was first

advocated, and’ from what was
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Dr. Babcock's extracts continued.

it has done since its formation,
has avor led me o regard it with
deey aud lively interest.  When
the act of incorporation was ob-
tained, I understood the Society
was virtually pledged to confine
itself to the common English Bi-
ble,in the linglish department,
and the best translations in the
foreign. And so long as the So-
ciety holds its present act of in-
corporation, I should deeply re-
gret any deviation from this
course.

Soon after my return to the
United States, I called at the Bi-
ble rooms, aud remarked to bro-
ther Ward that I looked to the

A. & F. Bible Society for funds-

toaid us in trauslating, printing,
aud cireulating the Seriptures in
Stam. I still continue to look
for aid to your socicty, and was
pleased to Iearn from brother Os-
good, when in New York, that
you would be able to appropriate
to foreign fields the usual amount
of funds. This is my position m
relation to the Am. and Foreign
Bible Society.

My, Chandler's letter continued,

then said of the importance of
having a Bible Society of our
own, and from the great good
which it has done since its forma-
tion, has ever led me to regard it
with deep and lively interest.—
When the act of incorporation
was obtained from the New Yorl
Lgislature, I understood that the
Society was virtually pledged to
confine itsclf to the common Eng-
lish Bible, in the Bnglish depart-
ment, and the hest translations in
the forcign. And so long as the
Society holds the present act of
incorporation, I should deeply
regret any deviation from this
course.

Soon after my return io the
United States, I called at the Bi-
ble Rooms, and remavked to bro-
ther Ward, that T looked to the A.
& T. Bible Socicty for funds to
aid us in translating, printing and
circulating the Seriptures in Siam.
I still continue to look for aid to
your socicty, and was pleased to
learn from brother Osgood, when
in New York, that you would be
able to appropriate to foreign
fields the usual amount of funds.
This is my position to the Ameri-
can and Foreign Bible Society.

I will now say a few words in
regard to my views of the Bible
Union, and its efforts to procure
a hetter or improved translation
of the Secriptures into Xnglish.
My mind was first directed to the
subject of cmendations of the.
English . Bible about seventeen
years ago. The.more I have iu-
vestigated the subject, the more I
am inclined to think it a worthy

] objeet, and worth the attention

and ulited efforts of every. evan-

-gelical denomination. But I do

| ‘not suppose it possible. to unite .

every evangelical denomination’




2.

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

217 |

—_—

Dr. Babcock's extracts continucd.

Should an agent of the sceicty
be present, and ask aid of the
church where I should be present
next sabbath, T should contribute
to aid that society ; for to sepa-
rate from it after 1t has done so
much to aid in giving the word.of
God fo the dark, benighted and
perishing heathen, would indeed
cost a struggle.”

[So far Dr. Babeock. The
reader will remewber that this
extract was prefaced by the re-
mark that he was giving the
#whole of his testimony.” After.
the extract he adds the_ following
remarks to confirm his  state-
nients :] o ’

“Whatever may bé our res-
-pected brother's opinion in regard
to- another organization ; which

M. Chandler's letter continued.

in such a work, and some must
take the lead if itis done at all.
With these views I could but
feel an interest in the formation
and objects of the Bible Union.
I do not see that there are any
occasions for jealousies or uakind
feelings between the two socioties
or their friends. There is a wide
and open field for both. A part
of our denomination wish to hold
on to the common English Bible.
Let them do so. This version
has heen blessed to the conversion
of tens of thousands of souls.—
I believe God will continue to
bless it to the conversion of mul-
titudes more. Another part of
our denomination desire an im-
proved or cmended edition of the
Euglish Bible. TLet them make
every suiteble effort to accom-
piish their objeet, and if entered
upon with right feelings, it will
do great good, and who ecun tell
but what it may resalt in the
cosversion of es many or more
souls than the common one.
Should an agent of the Awmeri-
can and Foreign Bible Society be
present and ask aid of a church
where I should attend next Sab-
bath, I should contribute to aid
the Society. Showld aiv agent
of the Bible Union bz present
the succeeding Subbath, and soli-
cit aid for that Seciety, I should
do the same. But whether 1
should continue to aid Loth Socic-
ties after the publicution of the
revised Inglish Bille or not, s
aioie than I can say. DBut this
I can say, to separate from the
A. & F. Bible Society after it has
done so much good to 2id in giv-
ing the word of God to the dark,
benighted, and perishing heathen,

‘would cost a struggle.

Brother Wyckoff forwarded a

7
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we know is seeking to put _itself
in opposition to usand to hinder
our work, we have never felt at
liberty to ask, nor is this the pro-
per place to show.”

copy of the communications sent
to the New York Baptist Regis-
ter, in regard to the conversation
T had with him last November.—
IIe has reported it substantially

S N iy

correct. The Linglish language
is spreading fast in India, and
there is no book from which the
natives can get hold of our lan-
guageso readily as the Bible.—
. They take our translations into
the native languages, and compare
them with it,and are quick to
perceive any discrepancies.

N * * * »

*

Tle foregoing extracts arc made for several reasons: 1. We are
desivous that our readers should understand that efforts are being
wade by a large proportion of the Baptist denomination—aided by
many of the disciples. to give the world a revised version of the Liv-
ing Oracles. All lovers of God’s word should feel and take an interest
in this good work. It isto be the grand cvent of the latier half of
the nincteenth century.

2. The facts before the reader are but a tithe of similar oncs enaet-
ed by the other moiety of the Denomination to oppose and hinder the
good work of making the world more familiar with the seriptures of
truth. 'We do not say that this is their intention. By no means.—
But the opposers of a corrected English version of the oracles of God
seem to associate, as inseparable, the popularity of the ministers of
Jesus, in the estimation of various classes called evangelical, and
suceess in the advocacy of the truth. Rather, therefore, then breast
the current of popular sects against what every intelligent Baptist
knows-to be a desideratum for the Anglo-Saxon race, they join the ad- |
vocates of infant sprinkling to deery and opposs some of their best
and most honored veteran ministers of the denomination in their
“ worlk of faith and labor of ove, and patience of hope” in giving to
the world a pure version of Heaven's last will to man.

3. These statements are re-published to illustrate the unholy policy
of some men—of leading influential men even among the Baptists—
when an opponent is to be silenced, an unpopular dostrine is to be
cavicatured, or a favorite poini to be carried. 4. Lastly, my thoughts
have taken this turn to be as easy with my old friend Robinson as ‘pos-
sible. The task which he bas compelled me to take in hand has been
most painfully unwelcome. I would not chastise him too severely
for his obvious misrepresentatiors of the statements of others. But hif

]
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the manner in which he has garbled the  Christian System,"” scarce-
ly admits of any apology. I have made as good a one for him asI
could. The.selicontradictory system under which he has been reared,
and the examples set him by the great Dr. Babeock and others of the

same school, are the only apologies I can make for him. May !

the erring learn wisdom by the things they suffer ; and may these

| faithful chastenings—thoigh painful to the administrator und recipient

eventuate in ¢ godly sorrow which works reformation to salvation,

not to be repented of.”
W. W E

New London, Pennsylvania, 2nd July, 1853.

YEARLY MEETING. .

The annual meeting in bebalf of co-operating churches of Disei-
ples of Christ in Canada was held this year in Williamsville, Satur.
day afternoon, June 18th. Brother J. Kilgour was called to preside,
1. Oliphant appointed sceretary. After devotional exercises, the
following brethren were aseertained to be present to take part iw
the meeting :

C. MeMillen, Erin; A. Anderson and J. Kilgour, Eramosa Centre ;
T, Bradt and G. Tompson, Wainfleet; R. Bently and J. Buchart
jr, Dorchester ; D. Oliphant, Cobourg ; T. C Scott, Toronto ; J. Ross:
King; J. Ash and A. Burke, Oshawa. A letter instead of a messen-
ger from Eramosa Tast.

The Reportof the seeretary of the co-operating churclies was read
and received. -

, ANNUAL REPORT.

To the Churches of Christ composing the Provincial Co-operation for
the support of Lvangelists in Canada West, the Comamittee of
management wish grace, merey, and peace from God the Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ owr Suviowr :

Lerovep—In presenting a report of their proceedings during the
year now closed, your committee desire to direct special attention to
the fat that they have cxperienced much. difficulty in procuring
suitable laborers to send forth to-the work of the Lord. This difficul-
ty has existed since the formation of the Co-operation, but probably
it has, in no former period been felt to a greater extent than by your
committee in the past year. . :

Time after time, and at considerable personal inconvenience to
several of its niembers, have your cominjttee- met in earnest consulta-
tion on the question “ Whom shall. we send, and who shall go. for us?”
but seldoin have they been cheered by the ready response ““here am
I send me.” :

Brethren who have labored acceptably and successfully were de-
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sired and urgently requested to put on the armor of righteousness,
and again go forth to the help of the Lord against the mighty—to
assist in that hallowed revoluiion by which the kingdoms of this
world shall become the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But the
result has not been particularly encouraging.  Your comsttee would
therefore again respectfully invite attention to the question—By
what means can the ehnreh in Canada be supplied with Evangelists,
who will give themszlves wholly to the work of the Lord ?

This subject was introduced at the last annual meeting, and since
then, the attention of the brethren has been directed to it by the
“Banner.” In the judgement of your committee this is a point
which merits the earnest and prayerful consideration of every one in
the Province. who desires the cxtension of the Redeemer’s kingdom.
If the-system of operation now in force, is impracticable, those who
have experienced its practical workings, are perhaps prepared to point
out its defcets and to propose a remedy. Meantime let all seriously
ponder the question—I3y what means ean the chureh in Canada se-
cure the services of Jvangelists, who will give themselves wholly to
the work?

But although your eommittee have been somewhat cast down, they
bave not despaired. 'They have seen sufficient to induce them to
thank God and take courage;—and have realized in some degree
that the cause in which they have been engaged is the Lord’s and
that it wiil assuredly prevail.  They have been cheeved by the report
of brother Anderson with reference to the cordial manner in which
he, as the messenger of your committee, was reecived by the churches
visited; and the liberal manuer in which the churches responded to
his appeal on hehalf of the c.use of Christ.  They do not intend by |
this to convey the impression, that the churehies came fully up to the
standard of duty in regard to contributing to the Lord’s cause; but
that the measure of their liberality was cncouraging. Your commit-
tee feel assured that the churches will furnish the necessary means
for the maintenance of vangelists, provided away be found in which
such means can be appropriated.

Tpon the whele, there has no difficulty occurred but such as is
common to every good cause, and by the blessing of our Heavenly
Father on our patient continuance in well-doing we trust we shall be
made more than conquerors through him who is able to subdue all
things to himself

Finally, brethren, farewell: Let us wateh and be sober, having
our loins girt about with truth, and lamps burning ; and when Christ
who is otir life shall appear we also shall appear with him in glory.

On behaif of the committce of the Provincial co-operation. '
J. KiLcour, President.

i WiLLian Orirmast, Secretary.

Eramosa, June, 1853. ' .

A seutence in this Report, namely, “ By what means can the
¢hurch in Canada secure the services of Evangelists who will give

themselves wholly up to thé work ?"~—was considered and pleasantly
 discussed.
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Moved and resolved that tlxe’v.existiu'v system of co-operation for
the proclamation of the word be ‘continued for the present : also, that

, the co-operation committee (in conjunction with the Evangelists,) :

. be allowed to direct labor in those places thought most preferable.

Resolved that the committee of the co-operation be appointed from
among the churches of Bramosa and Brin—resolved also that ‘the
same brethren who were selected as said eommittee, June. 1852, be
re appointed.  Their names are: L. Parkinson, W. Oliphant, J. Kil-
gour, Alex. Aunderson, R. Royce, James Mitchell, Hugh MeMillen,

i Charles Medillen, and Alexander Adaws,

It was resolved that a messenger should De appointed to visit the
churches to obtain fundsfor the support of Ivangelists, and to ex-
hort the churches to liberality in all suitable ways.

Resolved that the propriety of petitioning Parliament to sccure
the passing of a Bill by which the Disciplos may be exempt from mili-
tary duty be considered, and that the wisdom of this step be examined
and considered in the Clristean Banner.

That the next general meeting, June. 1854, be held in the vxIlarrc
of Jordan, on the third Fr iday of the month.

Resolved that the Reports of the Secretary and Treasurer of the
co-operation be published in the Clristian Duanner. [It was ex-
plained that the Treasurer’s Report was not forwarded to the meeting,
but that it would be forthcoming and be laid before the brethren'in

due form, that 21l mizht sec what was done with the funds of the
churehes.}

Tie blessing of the Liard being again sought, the meeting came to .

a close, ,
) ] . J. KILGOUR, Chairman.
D. OLIPHANT, Seécrctary.

The preceding minutes could not appear in our July Number, as
the matter of said No. was ia the printer’s hands before the mecting
took place. But the above is not an account of the general méeting
which commenced cn Friday and terminated on Menday. There
were saints and sinners then and there in attendance who will never
forget those days. The influence of the assembly and the speaking,
will doubtless be felt in the Williamsville community for years, and.
not a few who were strangeras to the Disciples, coming frows a distance,
will tell with earnestness and interest the tbmgs they saw and hcard
at the June meeting of 1853.

We: thauk brother Clendenan for the followmg commumcanon,

which. sets before.us' bneﬂy the generals. and. the: interesting. partic-.

~ulars of the.meeting:+. . _ i
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Wainflect, June 24th, 1853,

Dear Bre.aer Ovurtpuant :—Being earnestly solicited by some |
who possess my warmess christian affection to write a narrative of
the Rainham meeting—I consent to forward a communication relative
to this matter for the pages of the Clhristian Bunner. The Wain.
tlaet church was duly prepared for this joyful occasion, having been
cheered by the labors of the evangelists a short time anterior to the
annual meeting. You were not present I believe at its commence.
ment bat you may resc assured that it had a most happy beginning,

Brothers Anderson and Kilgour presiding, the holy exercise was
opened by brother J. Stevens of N. Y., who was followed by a goodly
number imparting exhortation and comfort to the brethren. We
were much edified by the remarks of brothers Taylor and Vinekie of
N. Y. The scene was gladdened by the arrival of many Disciples
from Dorchester and a few from Wuinfleet.

Saturday morning brought many cheerful eountenances from Wain-
fleet, Evramosa, Jordan, Toronto, and varions other places near and
reinote. It was plainly discernible that a govd mecting must be the
result. By simply naming the public brethren in attendance on this
oceusion your distant readers will readily perceive that the mceting :
could beno other than one of the happiest deseription :—they were |
the following : D Otiiphunt, J. Steveas, A. Anderson, J. Kilgour,
T. C. Scott, J. Mitehell, and E. Sheppard. No eifort possessing such
an amount of talent and piety couid be otherwise than a successful one. |
At the close of this day, three came forward for baptism. How happy »
we were. !

On Saturday morning a very great multitude were assembled ;
there—the opening address was given by brother Sheppard, followed i

i
]
3

by others who oceupied the dayin a profitable mamnner. You know -
I love sacred musie. The singing—yes, the singing—warmed wy
heart and brought to my remembrauce the holy sougs of Zion sung
by sweet celestial voices, replete with harmony and melody. What
maore delightful—what more heart-stirring—than to hear sister voices .
properly trained, singing in sweet and melting strains the love of onv
dear Redeemer! Ye highly favored ones, cease not to touch tie hearts
of sinuers by your subduing strains aud entice them to the gospel of
the glorious Savicur. ¢ Jesus loved Martha and ker sister Mary,”
and certainly he loves you also, for the rich serviee performed by you
in his kingdom. Brethren and sisters, everywhere, if you desire sa- ,
cred music, acceptable, cheering, ana captivating, please have reeowrse :
to A. S..Haydew's Sucred Melodeon, and your wish will by grasified. |
At the close of this day attending Angels swifuly bore the happy
news causing the heavenly hosts to burst forth in simultancous rejoic-
ing; that four precious souls were persuaded to leave the dominion of
Satan w:th all its enchantinents, and enter the kingdom of their Sa-
viour. Could language express our delighvat that moment ?
Monday morning, the last day of the rich heavenly feast, found us
once more together. I need not affirm that our happiness was greatly ,
augmented by the antecedent proceedings and enjoyments.  Exhort- |
ations, rich, soul-stirring, and subduing, were prescnted to the soleinn ,J '

-
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' audience.  Qur hearts were filled with joy. The effort against the
. Enemy of souls was a most successful one—to God be all the praise.
We felt resolved, the Lord helping us, to be more faithful—more de-
voted to the Redeemer’s cause in future-time We evidently saw
“ what mighty results could be achieved were we sufficientty liberal

in sustaining faithful and pious evangelists to proelaim the word to a
“dying world.  Wwelve o’clock clgsed the seene, when *“ the general
, assembly and church of the first born who are written in heaven” be-
* lield the salvation from sin of three mortal souls who resolved to go
. to the Saviour for pardon and proteetion. I may not say that the

abedience of one of the thwree afiords delight to the good people here,
" but causes deep and pungent wailing among Satan’s generals stationed

in Wainfleet  Thus it will be scen that ten were immersed in the
mame of the Lord Jesus for the remizsion of sins.
Permit me in conelusion to say that the Lighest credit is due to
the friendsin Rainham for their good order aund amiable bekavior
manifesied by them throughout the meeting.
) A. CroxpiNaxy.
—_—
AR WO ALEESE.
In our No. 2, current volume, we announced a species of preaching
) : T p S
diseussion to tuke place in Marel, at or near the village of Warsaw,
. township of Dummer. Mr. MeAleese, Frice Church minister stationed
~at Norweod, officiating oceasionally at Warsaw, is the gentieman who
was to Juve bren eur upponent.  The diseussion has not taken place
- a8 contewplated, for what reasoun every reader way become lus own
- judge when we offer a brief summary of facts.

About the first of January, as our readers will remember, a visit
Jwas made to Dameer, and an asquaintance frwed with the Baptist
“brethren of that loecality,  While at the residence of brother William
© Kidd. information was reeeived in relation to the valorous zeal off Mr.

MeAleese—a zeal towering several degrees above the evmmon level,

which showed itzelfin giving what suime linguists would eall o chal-

lenze on the subject of baptism.  The gentleman, on the cccasion of
©intreducing an infant into the thureh at Warsnw in the customary

way, teok the epportunity of announcing to the community that he
" was ready {o weet any cune in viudication of the practice then and
*there publicly approved by him. Ou first receiving this intelligence,
- it anpeared to usas though there had been some mistake wade, since
*itis patont to the warld that Pedo-baptists, cspecially if they havea
 fair shave of Jearning, are parvticularly careful to say latle sbwut bap-
* tism by way of public investigation ; but on having the statez:ent con-
! firmed by those who were present at the - christening” we necessarily
< pat cb'nﬁdcuce in what was currentiy affirmed.  After counselling with

"
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one or two Uhristian friends, a concise note, unscaled, was sent to
the gentleman, he being at that time in the vicinity on ministerial
duty. The following is a copy of the few lines thus forwarded :

: - : Dummer, 15th Jan., 1853,

To Mn. McArerse, Mixister : DEar Sir :—Several of your hear.
ers at a late meeting (where you * administered baptism” to young |,
children) report that you publicly intimated your readiness to discuss .
the quéstion and prove the validity of infant baptism with any one.
As a ¢ defender of the faith! thongh in another form than that of king
Heury VIIL Iam induced toinform youthat I accept the challenge.

Youwill be pleased therefore to let me know at what time it may
suit your convenience to engage in the proposed discussion. Alsoit |
will be in good order to say something relative to the proposition to -
be debated, the length of time the debate is to occupy, the place |
where it is tobe held, the means for observing order, &ec.  These of |
course must be mutually determined on. !

1

Suppese we discuss the following proposition :— The tnfunt of a ;
Clristian parcnt is a proper subject of Chrisiiun beptism : you tak-
ing the affirmative and I the negative. Orif this pliraseology isnot
such as you ean approve let language be chesen torepresent your view ||
of the question as shall be agreed upon. i

!

3
i
1
i

I could be in this neighboriood ta attend to said debate any time
after six weeks from this date; or if it would ineommode you to en-
gage in it cither at or after that time, I would endeaver to make ar-
rangements to be on the ground carlier

I thus write on the assurante that you are aminister in good stand. .
ing with the Free Church of Seotland ; for T wonld not e willing to 1
join issue with any one before the pubiie who is of doubtful eharacter i
or standing.  The friends of immersion in this vieinity will. T pre. |
sume, satisly you in respect 10 my religions standing and puliic posi-
tion. l

- A brief reply in writing by the bearer will prolaily facilitate mat-
ters. My residence and post addiess vou will doubtless have Iearned, .
which you will please avail yourself of in the dircction of letters. It
will perhiaps be necessary to pass scveral letters to cach other while
arranging the requisite preliminarics of & diseussion of a topie inti-
mately cennected with the peace, prosperity, and purity of the church,
of the Lord Jdsus. . .

. With due respact,
- D. Ouwraaxt. i

Twenty-fonr hours after the precsding note was written, there wasa
face to face interview between Mr. MeAleese and the writer.  After
revealing to ut how greatlywe had sinued in sending hima note un-
scaled-—after expressing doubts relutive 19 onr being a clergyman ()
—after figuring conc time npon snadsy Greek terms such as mcleme
. lomat, louo,bupto, lapiizg—alter explaining that ko must recsive an
expected supply of hooke from Kingston before he eouid enter upva: |
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the controversy, after stating that he desired not a formal discussion,
-having moderators appointed, and g0 many set specche? per day—it
was finally arranged by mutual consent that he should preach two dis-
courses immediately following cach other treating upon the subjects
of baptism, to be responded to by two discourses from wus; and then
two discourses from him on whathe called the mode of baptism, fol-
lowed likewiso by two responses on our part. March was the month
appointed for the ¢ sermons” to be delivered, and Warsaw or vicinity
the place for their delivery. The gentieman was to communicate defi-
nitely in respect to the day lie would be prepared to begin. Desiring
an assurance that the arrasgemeat was not-a mere feint, he afirmed to
us in the presence of some two er three -others,  You may depend
upon it that is, we might depend upon him henoringand standing
up to the arrange:ment.
' The genileman, for a stranger, was very generous with his know"
i ledge of Greek at the commencement of the short interview to which
we have now referred. e alleged that while discoursing that even-
ing, in reading or repeating Matt. iv. 17, we had used Reform for Re-
pent ; and Le gave us a speeimen of his eritical acquainiance with the
languaze of the venerable Grecks. Whether indeed we employed the
‘word as he asserted, we could not dogmatically affirm; but certainly
the lcarned criticism he offered upen metamelomai wonld naturally
have led to the suspicion that the gentleman had too swmall a capital

him to deliver Limself and exhibit hiis philolegical depth, simply put-
ting in-the plea, for the time being, that no doubt Doctor George.
Cawmpbell, the trauslator and orthodex Preshyterian, was as fuliy
versed in Greek. as either of us,and that in tlie passage in question
he had given us Reform insiead of Repent. Mr. Medleese scemed
just then not te Lave known the distivetion between muczamelomaiavd
nctcnoco 5 neither did he appear to be aware that mazamelomai is
1ot in the Greek text in Matt. iv. 17 at all! Apo tote erzato fo Ze-
sous kerussicn, kai degéin, Mltanociie, engike gao he basiléia ton oura-
non.  So reads Matt. iv. 17 in the Grcek text that we look into oc:

TuExe 6f Mr. McAleese ? -

But to the point. The month of March came, and no letter from
Mr. McAlcese. April passed, and no letter from Mr. McAleese. May
and June gave us their complement of-days, and no lettéer from - Me:
MeAicese. The most of July has come and gone atthe date we'write,

and no;letter from Mr. McAlecte | Unwilling without evidence even

from the Greek tongue to deal much in the article. We permitted |

casionally ; dees it read differently at Norwood in the Kaxs pia. i

> s
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to hint anything against the gentleman, lest we might unconsciously

do him injustice, not knowing but what he Lad reasons good and valid-{f
for omitting to do ashe had covenanted, we refrained from presenting -||
our readers with a single syllable in reference to the non-fulfilinent-of. {|-
his solemn word of promise. But, courtcous reader, what think you? Il
The evidence comes to us that Mr. MeAleese has delivered his dis:”
courses on baptism both at Warsaw and at Norwood ! Yes, verily, if ||
there be dependence upon good testimony, our fricnd the minister hag |i:
been so fond of good company in this campaign that he himself has-
been the sole combatant ! Why should we ohjeet?  The gentleman. §j.
after the sober seecoud thought is to be considered the hest judge «of iIf
his own powers and prowess.  Or is Lic yet to he fortheoming, appoint: .
ing the March of rext year instead of the current year, sucantimé |
practising a little to see haw Le can lozd aud fire in order to inake:

sure work of it when the cantroversy c.zinences in earnest 2

We would take much pleasure in offering an apology for oyr friend |
the minister ; but with the premises now in euar horizon, an¥y apelogy

we might make would be at best 2 left-handed compliment.  In view

of these facts, let every reader think as favorably as possibie of M-
MecAleese, minister at Norwood. .

D. Oumpiiant.

————— e

Tue Trazias Leetvnee Gavazzi—On the night of the 6th June,
in the city of Quebee, while Gavazzi was delivering a leetere upou:

Romanism, 2 namber of Romanists afler raising a riot attempted . to
lay hold of him. with the intent, it is thouglit, of taking hislite. .He

tescaped injury with the exception of u slight wound on the face
+ Three evenings afterwards, while lecturing in Montreal, a host of

Catholies lawlessly ruslied to the chapel where the above gentlemar:

was speaking. but were prevented fron cutering the huilding by .the-

joint eforts of the stativned polive and various auditors of the chapel;
wi, it seems, went prepared to give a matter-of-fact reception to the
risters  The military were sulsequently called to take part in the
uproaz. 2nd several lives were lost.  Gavazzi was to deliver a séeond

Jeeture in Montreal, but after Dbeing vefused proteetion in the city:
while he lsctured, cn the ground that the authorities were not certain:
of success in nitempting to put down the excited Romanists, the’
Jecturer took kis leave of Montreal and procecded tv New York.
Thus has frecdom of spebch in at least one case heen prevented!

within Queen Vietoria’s dominions, and a werld-wide reputation
gained for Canada Bast which is auything but complimentavy. Itis
possible however that just such a demonstration of the spirvit of Ro;
wanism is neeessary at this crigis, in order to clearify the vision of
certain otherwise enlightened men. who have allowed themsclves t
be persuaded that the adhicrents of the Rowish Church are advancing
inthe direction of reformation. We intend giving in our nextGa
vazzi's first specch o his arrival in America.
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