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THE SENATE,
Thursday, February 4, 1875.

The proceedings of the day were
opened by the Hon. Speaker of the
Senato taking his seat, at the head of
the Clerk’s Table, whereupon the usual
gx'ayers being read, the Hon. George

rown was introduced to the House by
the Ion. Messicurs Letellier de St.
Just, and McMaster, and his Commis-
sion having been read, he took the
usual Oaths of Office, and appended his
name to the Roll of the Senators of
the Dominion of Canada.

At three o'clock, p.v., Hisx Excel-
lency the Governor General proceeded
In state to the Chamber of the Senate,
in the Parliament Buildings, and took
his seat upon the Throne. The Mem-
bers of the Senate being assembled,
His Excellency was pleased to com-
mand the attendance of the House of
Commops, and that House being pre-
sent, His Excellency was pleased to
open the Second Session of the Third
Parliament of the Dominion of Canada,

with the following Speech from the
hrone :—

SPEECH.
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have much satisfaction in meeting
you at this early and convenient
season.

I have to congratulate you upon the
organization of the North-West Police
Force, and the success of its operations,
It has materially aided in the creation
of confidence and good will among the
Indian tribes; in the suppression of the
liquor traffic; the establishment of legi-
timate trade; the collection of Customs
duties; and, above all, in maintaining
security for life and property within
the Territory. Another effect of the
presence of the police in the North-

est has been to enable the Govern-
ment to largely reduce tho strength of
the military establishment in that
country.

The negotiation of a friendly Treaty
with the Crees and Sauteux of the
North-West for the cession of terri-
tory may be regarded as a further
guarantee for the continuation of ami-
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cable relations with the lndian tribes
of that vast region.

During the past summer I had the
pleasure and advantage of visiting a
very large portion of the Province of
Ontario, including the whole coast of
Georgian Bay and Lake Superior. This
official tour enabled we to form a bet-
ter idea of the great cxtent of the
comparatively  well-settled  country,.
and  of that which still - almost
wholly undeveloped. I wax  every-
where received with the kindest wel-
come, and was wmuch gratified in
witnessing the enterprise, content-
ment, and loyalty manifested in every
quarter.

Your attention will be called to a
measure for the creation of a Supreme
Court.  The necessity for such a mea-
sure has yearly become more and more
apparent, since the organization of the
Dominion; it is essential to our system
of jurisprudence and to the settlement
of constitutional questions.

You will also he asked to consider a
Bill relating to the important subject
of' Insolvency.

Measures will be provided for the
reorganization of the Government of
the North-West and the consolidation
of the laws relating to that country;
for a general Insurance Law; and on
the subject of Copyright.

Gratifying progress has been made
in the Survey of the Canada Pacific
Railway Route. Measures have been
taken to secure the early construction
of the Georgian Bay Branch, and to
provide a connection with the Eastern

ilway System. The Re£0rt of the
Surveys of the Road from Lake Supe-
rior to Fort Garry, which will be ready
in a few days, will afford information
upon which tenders may be invited for
the construction of the eastern and
western portions of that section, so as
to reach the navigable waters of the
interior.

is

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Accounts of the past year will
be laid before you. The Estimates for
the preseng financial year will also be
submitted; they wiil, I believe, be
found to have been framed with every
regard to economz, consistont with
efficiency in the Public Service.

[SENATE.)

the Throne. 4

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senute :

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

1 am happy to believe that notwith-
standing the general and wide-spread
commercial depression which has pre-
vailed over the continent, the trade of
Canada is sound, and that the contrac-
tion we have cxperienced in some
branches of industry for the past year
has not heen greater than might natu-
rally have been anticipated.

Papers will be submitted to yon on
the North-West troubles, and in refer-
ence to the megotiations between the
Dominion Government and the Govern-
ment of British Columbia on the sub-
jeet of the Pacific Railway.

Steps have been taken during the re-
cess for a combination of effort on the
rart of the several Provinces and the

ominion, to promote immigration
from Furope under the general divec-
tion of the Dominion officials. Tt is
hoped that the effect will be increased
efficiency and economy in this branch
of the Public Service.

I rely with confidence on your pru-
dence and ability, and on your patriotic
devotion to the great public interests
entrusted to you; and I pray that the
Divine Blessing may rest upon your
labours.

At the conclusion of His Excellency's
Speech, the Hon. Speaker having taken
the Chair, a few formal motions were
made, and the Ilouse adjourned until
to-morrow (Friday), 5th inst., at half-
past three o'clock, ».M.

Friday, February §, 1875,
REPLY TO ADDRESS.

Hon. Mr. WARK, in rising to move
the Address in Reply, after a few pre-
liminary remarks, referred to the nego
tiations affecting the Indians, whose
rights had been interfered with, and
whose hunting grounds had been tres-
Eassed upon by settlers. The Indians

ad a right to our protection, and we
were bound todo all in our power for the
rrotection of their rights and privi-
eges in the future. The next para-
graph of the Speech referred to His
Excellency's visits, which extended
through Ontario and a portion of
the territory north of Lake Superior.
Whilst it was a well known fact that



5 Reply to
loyalty was a prominent characteristic
of the people referred to, it was no less
indisputable that His Excellency, since
the commencement of his administra-
tion of the Government of the Domin-
ion, had evinced a deep and simcere
interest in the prosperity and happi-
ness of the people. After referring to
the necessity of tho enactment of a
measure for the creation of a Supreme
Court, as also to that of a Bill relating
to the Law of Insolvency and other
measures referred to in His Excel-
lency’s Speech, the hon. gentleman
concludod by observing that the labor
market of the Dominion afforded a
splendid ficld for the remunerative ecm-
ployment of its people, presenting
quite a favourable contrast to the
gloomy state of affairs in the United
States,as represented hy those returning
from that country. All required was
that the Local and (veneral Govern-
ments shounld continue to work har-
moniously, actuated solely by a desire
t0 promote the best interests of the
country. Before sitting down he would
again refer to the subject of the nego-
tiations with the Indians of the North-

est. This was a subject which had
long engaged the most serious atten-
tion of the leading statesmen of both
parties, and he most earnestly hoped
that the treaty referred to might be
productive of the most satisfactory
results in the improvement and civili-
aation of the Indians.

Hox. Mxz.

much pleasure and satisfaction in se- :
conding the Address in reply to the |

Speech from the Throne. The Speech
was most remarkable, hoth for the deep
interest evinoed, as also for the manner
in which we are made to recognize at
vue and the same time, the ]n:()spority
and power of the State, as also in the
:i:l(!)ortance of ‘the: measures which it
th e.sgl;’-*t?- I see with satisfaction that
: ¢ Police Force of the North-West has
rendered important services, aud that
it has obtained g complete success in
the re-establishment of order and confi-
dence in that remote region of our fine
country, The satisfactory results ob-
lamod.will have the effect of consider-
ably diminishing the cxpense of main-
taining an armed force in that hostile
- and uncivilized country. He was much

pleasod to find that the negotiation of a

[FeBruaRy 5, 18%75.]

NAddress, 6
treaty between tho Crees and the Sau-
teaux, and -the cession of territory
which it involved, would assure to us
peace and tranquillity with the various
tribes. He was happy in being able to
bear testimony to the graceful and pa-
triotic reception which had been ac-
corded to His Excellency throughout
the Province of Ontario, during his
official visit of the past summer, as also
to the very high estimate formed by
His Excellency of the spirit of enter-
prise. and of the contentment and loy-
alty of its inhabitants. His Excellency
had referred in his Speech to the eres-
tion of a Supreme Court. This was a
measure which appeared to him (Hon.
Mr, Baillargeon) to be of the utmost
importance, and the necessity for such
a Court had long been felt in thix coun-
try. The Bill relating to Insolvency
is one, indeed, of the greatest impor-
tance, and he had no doubt that with
regard to its requirements, there would
be but one opinion. The reorganiza-
tion of the Government of the North-
West, with a view to the cfficient pro-
tection of its population, should engage
the most serious consideration of that.
House. He was pleased to observe, and
witnessed with satisfaction, the progress
of the Pacific Railroad. There was not
the slightest doubt that thix great on-
terprise, once completed, eould not fail
to contribute vastly to the develop-
ment of the resources of that vast coun-

BAILLARGEON had !

try. We ought to he much pleased and
i rejoiced to gee the commerce and power
of the State so prosperous, notwith-
standing the great depression felt on
other parts of the continent. Thehon.
gentleman concluded as  follows:—
Finally we ought to congratulate our-
' selves upon the efforts and means em-
t ployed to draw into our ¢ountry immi-
| gration, numbers, and strength.

Hon. M. CAMPBELL—1n the face
of all the favourable advantages pos-
sessed by the Government within the
past year, something of importance
was to bo expected in the opening
paragraph of the Speech from the
Throne; hut when that something is
looked for, nothing is found but a con-
gratulatory reference to the organiza-
tion of the North-West Police Force,
which he (Hon. Mr. Campbell) believed
to connist of some 50U men and 2
| Quartermaster. It that were all that
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Reply to

the Government had to congratulate

themselves upon, it were scarcely
worth congratulation, which would
probably have been more fittingly be-
stowed in the Financial or Agricultural
Departments. The hon. gentleman next
veferred to the paragraph in reference
to tho negotiations connected with the
Indians of the North-West, the state-
ments connected with which, he said,
might no doubt be quite true. He next
referred to the other topics contained
in the same paragraph, which he char-
acterized as standing dishes, having
seen them so often before in similar
documents, and he thought it was now
quite time that Government should give
up copying such precedents. He cor-
dially approved of the organization of
the Government of the North-West, as
also of the Bill with reference to the
law of Copyright. Although not quite
prepared to insist upon it, he thought
it would be desirable that as many
measures as possible should be origi-
nated in that House. With reference
to the omission in His Excellency’s
Speech, he would observe that there
were other subjects of importance, such
for example as the convention which
had been eutered into with the United
States. Why, he would ask, had not
matters of such importance been refer-
red to? Surely hon. gentlemen were
not jealous of cach other. The Reci-
procity Treaty was a subject of great
importance, having been referred to in
Her Majesty’s Speech at the opening of
Parliament. he reference to the
North-West Police had no more in-
torest than that of the Marine Police
of Quebec, and was the result on the
part of the Government of poverty of
subjects to treat upon, having nothing
better to refer to. (Hear, hear, from
Government benches.) A greatdeal
had been said during the past Session
in reference to excessive taxation, but
it would now appear as though noth-
ing further would be said about it. If
the Government party deserved an
name, in his (Hon. Mr. Campbell’s)
opinion it was certainly that of “ know
nothing,” for they absolutely knew
nothing. With reference to the Tele-
waph Cable Bill which had originated
§n the House of Commons, and had
been introduced into this House as a

Government measure, we were told |

[SENATE.]

Address. B

that it would not interfere with private
rights, and he bad known one hon. gen-
tleman who had voted for the measure,
believing that it would involve no in-
terforence with private rights. And
yet hon. members’ backs were no sooner
turned, than His Excellency the Gov-
ernor (eneral was advised not to give
his assent to the Bill on the ground ofits
interference with private rights. That
was not the position the Government
ought to have led this House into; had
they been of that opinion they should-
not have asked hon. members to assent
to the measure. The course which
had been pursued by hon. gentlemen
had not been charcterized by sincerity.
He (Hon. Mr. Campbell) would not
call it ¢ organized hypocrisy,” but
in his opinion it certainly did not show
sincerity. He would next refer to an
hon. gentleman who, the day previously
bad taken his seat in that House
(Hon. George Brown.) That hon,
gentleman, he (Hon. Mr. Campbell)
most heartily and sincercly congratu-
lated upon so auspicious an event, but
what was to be said of that hon gentle-
man who, upon reference to the past,
would be found to have been referred
to in terms somewhat similar to him
(Hon. Mr. Campbell). Withregard to
the expenditure in connection with the
purchaso of railway iron for the Lake
Nipissing Railway, such expenditure
might doubtless be all quite necessary
and proper. But what would have
been said in the past if the Hon, Mr.
Langevin had purchased railway iron
under similar circumstances? What
a cry would have been raised. Mo
(Hon. Mr. Campbell) merely referred
to the matter for the purpose of
shewing the inconsistency of the views
of hon. members with regard to par-
liamentary government. He believed,
notwithstanding all that had been said,
that the Conservative party were the
real friends and supporters of consti-
tutional policy in this country. After
some further observations the hon.
gentleman concluded by observing that
although not prepared to accord in
opinhion with all the views contained in
tho Address, still it was not his inten-
tion to propose any amendment, and
he was therefore quite prepared that
it should pass.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
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JUST regretted the tone in which his
hon, friend had approached the subject
before the Ilouse on the present occa-
sion, and thrown so mucﬁ abuse upon
it. The hon. gentleman had said there
was very little contained in the Speech
from: the Throne, but this much he
(Hon. Mr. Letellicr) could say, that
more was contained in it, that in many
of its predecessors of previous admin-
istrations, Such documents were not
generally expected to be moere records
of specilic acts of the Administration.
In the course of his obscrvations the
hon. gentleman had referred to the
Copyright Bill and to the Insolvency
Bll! in favourable terms, while he still
maintained that there was nothing in
the Speech. With reference to the
North-West Police Force, for the organ-

ization of which the hon. gentleman |

would claim some eredit to him, he

1t had been organized last year; that
its organization had been found neees-
Sary owing to the number of strangers
that were coming into the country ;
and if the hon. gentleman’s party were
In power, he would doubtless be fully
Prepared to give them credit for such
fin organization. With reference to
lu_s observations on the negotiations
with the Indians, ho (Hon. Mr. Lectel-
lier) would meroly observe that instead
of sending a Lieutenant Governor to
create disturbances, the present Gov-
ernment had sent a Member of the
Administration, with authority to ne-
gotiato a treaty of peace and amity.
Instead of being an act worthy of con-

rathor o iy 01 tho contrary,
ongratulation, ¢
(IIon. My, ;

¥ Letollier) would pass over
the visit of Ifis Exc)clloncy ]the Gov-
ornor General, which was, however
gonerally acknowledged to bo a most
i‘m bortant event. The hon. gentleman
» F gtated that the Bill for the creation
> A Supreme Court had been promised,
ut in all probability only to be set
aside, but "he (Hon. Mr. Letellier)
would ask tho hon. gentleman, had not
such a Bill been promised on difforent
occltitslons by hon. gentlemen opposite ?
ON. MR. CAMPBELL — You now
promise 11& in 1875,
ON. Mr. LETELLIER DK ST.
JUST—The Administration would be
prepared to come before Parliament

[Fenrvary 5, 1875.]

i the

;1 I’l lresa, 1"

with "a bill in relation to the subject,
as also with a measure in reference to
the Law of Insolvency, in addition to
which would also be submitted a most
important measure of postal arrange-
ment. The hon. gentleman had refer-
red to the Government entering into
contracts with reference to the Lake
Nipissing Railroad; but when the pa-

ers on the subject are submitted to

arliament, then it would be quite
time enough for him to come forward.
This much, however, he could assure
the hon. gentleman ; he would find no
speculation, no Pacitic Seandal. When
he endeavours to cast reproach upon
resent  Administration, he will
find his cfforts in vain, as no tangible
grounds for attack offer. It is said
that railroad iron has been bought by
a member of the Government; but if

v i such has heen done, it has been in
(Hon. My, Letellier) maintained that |

acecordance with constitutional power
and anthority.  Railroad iron had
been purchased and other railroad
transactions had occurred in the past
which would never occur under the
present Premicr or the Frosent Gov-
ernment. The hon, gentleman in tho,
course of his petty attack had referred
to the conncction of the IIon. M.
Brown with members of the present
Administration; but that hon. gentle-
man, judging from the manner in
which the party he had been conneccted
with were working, and sceing that
they were going to the wall, looked to
his (Hon. Mur. Letellier’s) side of the
House, and actuated solely by a desire
for the promotion and advancement of
the best intercsts of his country, cast
aside all personal considerations, and
gave his hearty co-operation and assist-
ance to those whom he considered as
truly deserving of public confidence.
He (Ion. Mr. Letellicr) considered
that from the carrying out of Confed-
eration to the present time, the presont
Administration deserved a considerable
amount of credit for its many and use-
ful public acts. The hon. gentleman
in his attack had perhaps evinead
more feeling than soul, but his remarks
had been such that he (Hon, Mr. Letel-
lier) felt bound not to let them pass

unnoticed.
Honx. Mr. ALEXANDER would
make special reference to the subject

! of the Canadian Pacific Railway. In
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his opinion, upon the amount of energy
devoted to the carrying out of that
great project, would in a great meas-
ure depend ‘the future prospority of
the Dominion. lie considered it to be
the duty of the Government to usec
every means in its power to have evory
railway throughout the Dominion built
by private enterprise. With reference
10 the construction of the Georgian and
Lake Nipissing railways, he should
like hon. gentlemen to shew him the
necessity for the construction of rail-
roads through any portion of country
where civilization did not exist, and

[SENATE.)

where no inhabitants were to be found, :

oxcept ludians. Ilo saw no necessity

the country, with financial responsi-

P
¢

bilities involving 87,000,000—with our
North-West resources to be developed, -
Where he would ask, was the hope of !

being prepared for the responsibilities
referred to, if this expenditure for
what appeared to be unnecessary and
inexpedient was to take place? Ilis
remarks might be considered tiresome
to the llouse, and if such were the
case he would most sincercly apolo-
rize,

Hox~. Mr. READ did not expect much

from the Speech trom the Throne, con-

sequently he was not, like his hon.

. 000 appropriated by Parliament.

friend from Kingston, disappointed ;

but he felt for Jlis Txcellency when

into his mouth. After referring to
several paragraphs as of minor import-

!

ance, he denounced the proposition to

huild the Georgian Bay Branch of the

Pacific Railway as uscless. Already !

there were two railways running into -
Georgian Bay, and three other roads ter- |
minating on Lake Huron; and the

Branch proposed to be built, would

roper, and should not therefore he
uilt, Parliament would do very wrong
in sanctioning the construction of so
useless a picce of road where no one
lived, and through a part of the country
not likely to be inhabited for years to
come. If the construction of that 85
milos of useless road from Georgian

Addpess, 12

Nipissing, through a comparative wil-
derness, he hoped such a scheme would
meet its deserved fate and bedefeated ;
while he fully concurred in building
the Pacific road proper, and would do
all in his power to further it at tho
very earliest moment. A vast con-
tinent had becn almost given to us, and
it is our duty to improvo it, and not
keep it a closed preserve as in years
gone by, which-can only be done. by
building a railroad its ontire length as
soon as our circumstances will admit,
On referring to the financial state of
the country, he claimed that the state-
ments he mado last session, that there

. was no occasion for increased taxation,
for frittering away the resources of |

had turned out correct, as the Public
Accounts would prove. Not only was
there a surplus instead of a large de-
ficiency, as the Finance Minister had
stated, but he cluimed that the steady
progress of the country would have
given the Finance Minister what he
demanded, $24,500,000, nearly two mil-
lions more than the last Government
estimates, To prove his figures, he
quoted from the returns as furnished
by the Gazette, that not only was there
a surplus last year, but that for the first
halfof the ycar the revenue had reach-
ed to over $13,000,000, out of $24,500,-
He
then went on to say that the Senate

had tailed in its duty to the country,
such an apology for a speech was put '1

in not resisting the tariff of last year,
as it was not only vicious but unneces-
sary and unpatriotic, framed with a
view to make it appear that the late
Government had been extravagant and
runnin% the country into debt, which
the facts proved not to be correct. He
considered the Finance Minister great-
ly to blame in making such an untrue

. slatement, thereby injuring the finan
torm no portion of the Pacific Railway ;

" ington

Bay to Lake Nipissing was all, that of

itself was monstrous, but when we are
called upon to build or materially assist
M the construction of
wiles of road leading from this city to

hundreds of :

cial position of the country at a time
when we had an ambassador at Wash-
negotiating . Reciprocity
Treaty, and when to carry on our
great public works we were making a
loan in England. Had his statement
been allowed to go uncontradicted, the
consequences might have been disas-
trous, but thanks to a patriotic Cana-
dian in England his statement of the
finances of this country were not only
disputed but proved to he ‘incorrect.
He then weni on to criticise the action

" of the Government last Session in in-
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troducing the Marine Telegraph Bill ;

with the assurance from the Ilon. Min-
ister of Agriculture that the Bill would
not intertere with vested rights, when
in reality it did, and after its passing

vise that the Royal assent be withheld, |

After referring to the extraordinary

of the Scnate. 14
and others, ot Montreal ; praying to be
incorporated as a Coal and Iron Mining
Company.

Several Notices of Motions were

i given,
the Government. thought proper to ad- :

growth of the country, whose revenue |

had ineveased trom thirteen millionsin

186% and 1868 to over twenty-three
i

millions in 1873 and 1874, e con-
cluded by showing from the bank re-
turns of the ordinary deposits, not in-
cluding the Government deposits, that
in four and a half years they had risen
from thirty-onc millions to sixty-nine
millions ot dollars, which to his mind
was ample proofof the groat prosperity
of the masses—a prosperity which ho
believed could not be shown to existin
any other country. (Hear, hear.)
After some further debate, in which
various hon. members took part. the

Motion for the adoption of the Address |

In Reply was put and carried in the
affirmative, and it was ordered that
said Address be presented to His Ex-
celleney the Governor General by such
Members of the House as are of the
Privy Council.

Hons. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST presented to the House the Re-

rt, Returns and Statistics of the In-
and Revenue of the Dominion of
Canada, for the Fiscal Year ended Juno
30th, 1874.

Ordered to be laid on the Table.

The House then, upon motion, ad-

Journed until Monday next, 8th inst., at
three, r.».

Monday, February 8, 1875.

Hox. Mr. SPEAKER reported that
Hoctor Fabre, Esq., had been summon-
ed to the Senate, in the room of Hon.
E. Panet, resigned.
Hon. M. BUREAU presented a
Petition from A L. Valois and others, of
Montreal ; praying to be incorporated
as the Banque St. Jean Baptiste.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL presented n
Petition from C. H. Day and others, of
Montreal ; praying to be incorporated
;l;‘ nthe Canadian Gas Lighting Com-

H}:{ - Me. CHAPAIS presonted a
Petition from the Hon. John Hamilton

The House then, upoa motiou,
adjourned until to-morrow (Tuesday,
9th inst.), at three, p.o.

Luesday, February 9, 1375,

Hox. Mr. SPEAKER intimated to
the Iouse, that a Member was waiting
to be introduced. ~

Hox., Mr. PAQUET was introduced
to the House by the Hon. Messrs.
Letellior de St. Just and Wilmot. His
Commission having heen read, he took
the usual Oaths, and signed the Roll of
Senators of the Dominion.

PETITIONS.

The following Petitions were pre-
sented : ---

By Hon. Mz, VIDAL,—From Henry
Wmn. Peterson, of Guelph, Ont.; pray-
in%t‘or an Act of' Divorce.

y Hox. Mr. PERRY,—From Robht.
Armour, of the Tewn of Bowmanville,
Ont., Solicitor of the Provisional
Directors of the London and Canadian

Bank; praying amendment of the
present Act, allowing the said bank to

commence business as soon as two
million dollars of stock have been
subscribed, and two thousand paid
thereon, and extending the time for
og,féanizing the bank to the 6th May,
1875.

By Ho~x. Mr. BENSON,—From tho
St. Catharine’s: Board of Trade; pray-
ing that immediate steps be taken to
decpen the summit level, and raise the
embtankments of the remainder of the
Welland Canal, and to deepen its
harbours and its extremities so that
the largest class of vessels employed
on the Upper Lakes may pass freely
downward to Lake Ontario.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF TILE SENATE.

On motion of HoNn. MR.LETELLIER
DE ST. JUST, seconded by Ion. Mz.
CAMPBELL, it was ordered, * That
the Ilon. Messrs. Aikins, Bureau,
Brown, Campbell, Dickey, Miller,
Penny, Wilmot and the mover, bo
appointed a Committee to enquire into
tho best means to be adopted to obtain
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correct reports of the proceedings of
the Senate, and for the publication
thereof,” to report from time to time
their views to the House.

LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT.

Hox. Mgr. SPEAKER informed the
House that a Message had been received
trom the House of Commons, inform-
ing the Senate that the Hon. Mes-
sieurs Mackenzie, Cameron (Cardwell),
Cameron (Ontario), Cartwright, Cau-
chon, Holton, Right Hon. Sir John A.
Macdonald, Iion. Messieurs Smith
(Westmoreland), Tupper, und Messrs.
Baby. Brouse, Delorme, Frechette,
Laurier, Mills, Wright (Ottawa), and
Young had been appointed to assist
My, Speaker in the direction of the
Library of Parliament, so far as the
intorests of that Houso are concerned,
and to act as members of a Joint Com-
mittec of both Tlouses on the Library.

CONDOLENCE.

Hox. Mr. SPEAKER regretted that
it was his painful duty to inform the
House that since last Session of Par-
liament, two Members of this House,
Hon. Messrs. Robert L. T1azen, of New
Brunswick, and Charles Malhiot, of
Quebee, had departed this life.

Ho~n. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST moved Resolutions of Condolence
to which Hon. Mr. Wilmot and Hon.
Mr. Girard spoke. The Resolutions
were adopted, and the House adjourncd
till Thursday afternoon.

IIon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST, in rising to move that, as a
token of respect for the memories of
tho deceased, this House do adjourn,
would observe that it was a melancholy
fact that every Session this House was
called upon to mourn the loss of some
called to a better world sinco the ter-
mination of the preceding. The first
named gentleman, from rank, position
and education, had held & high position
in the Province of New Brunswick,
and had also occupied a seat in this
House since the commencement of
Confederation. As to the latter, who,
through his well known Iz?ularity,
had been repeatedly elected to the
Legislature of his Province, he had ever
boen remarkable for his consistency
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and was an honor and credit to this
country. Before concluding he (Hon.
Mr. Letellier) would observe that he
felt assured his honorable friends
(Hon. Messrs. Wilmot and Girard)
would unite with him in expression of
respect for the memories of the deceased.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT—It was at all
times a matter of deep regret to he
called upon to second a motion of so
melancholy & nature, but to him (Hon.
Mr. Wilmot) in the present instance it
was peculiarly so, from the fact that
the first-named deceased hon. gentle-
man had been for years his schoolfel-
low; he had been associated with him
in the Legislature of his Province for
nearly thirty years, and in the Govern-
ment for nearly seven years. Others
might, perhaps, be better qualified to
speak of the talents and ability of the
deceased, but he (Hon. Mr. Wilmot)
knew him to have been a gentleman of
high classical attainments, of profound
legal acumen, and to have he{d a high
position at the bar ofhis native province,
Whilst a Conservative in politics, ho
had at all times been prepared to sup-
port any measure calculated to benefit
his country. His family had held a
good position in the Province, and his
connections were most respectable. On
different occasions he had various op-
Eortunities of attaining high positions,

ut had refused to do so, having alone
always at heart the interest of his coun-
try. He would conclude by seconding
the Motion of his hon friend the Minis-
ter of Agriculture.

Hon. Me. GIRARD—Hon. gentle-
men, I very willingly accede to the de-
mand addressed to me by the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture. At the open-
ing of each Session, if we arc gratified
at seeing oach other again, we at the
same time feel grieved, upon lookin
around us, to see empty places whicﬁ
call to our mind friends gone for over.
Death, in its relentless course, has re-
moved them from our midst. Pain-
ful as this is, we have only to submit
to the stern decree of Providence,
mindful that if we have the chance
of being numbered in the front rank
of life, we are not the more exempt
from the vigorous hand of death, and
that soon we shall have the same fate
to undergo. Upon looking at the Op-
position side of the Honse% remember
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that last Session I there saw the Hon.
Mr. Malhiot full of life and vigor.
A few days of suffering have sufficed to
g{rostrate him and lay him in the tomb.

e is no more here, following with
marked attention the proceedings of
this House from the commeuncement to
the closing of the Session. He has
finished his course, and, in doing 8o,
has fulfilled his duty, showing himself
to have been in everything and cvery-
where an honorable and upright gen-
tleman,
day, with sad, though pleasing remi-

niscences, recall his memory. As a

gersonal friend of the deceased, having
een born in the same county, there is
some consolation in the thought that
upon me to-day has devolved the duty
ot pronouncing his eulogy. ,

t was then ordered that the House
stand adjourned until Thursday next,
11th inst., at three, p.a.

Thursday, February 11, 1875.

The Hou:e met at three o'clock.
THE NEW POSTAL CONVENTION.

After routine business, including
submission of several Notices of
Motions,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said :—Since
the ouse was prorogued last year I
believe a postal convention has been
made between the Postmaster-General
of the United States and Canada. Tt
has heen mentioned in the newspapers,
and through the courtesy of the lon.
Postmaster-General of Canada, I have
Seen a copy of this convention, which
18 one that I think will result greatl y
to the advantage of this country. (Hear,
hear.) T believe it has for its object the
gtving to us of all the advantages of
the United States post offices at the
rates of our own domestic postage, and
the extension of similar privileges to
the United States as regards our post
ofices. The change wiil be attended
With this further fortun:..o result, that
mails will go from one part of the Dom-
Inion to another through portions of the
United Statos, in closed bags, free of
charge, by the United States Post Office

pa;tmcn t, and we extend the same

His honorable colleagues to-
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advantage to our neighbours. These
arrangements will prove of very great
benefit to each country. I am happy
to give my testimony to the useful
character of the ends thus accomplish-
ed, and it is with a view of placing the
results before the House that I move
for an Address to His Excellency, pray-
ing him to lay before this House copies
of the Postal Convention recertly mado
with the Postmaster-General of the
United States by the Postmaster-Gene-
ral of Canada. &Hear, hear.)

Hox. Me. WILSON seconded the
Motion, which was carried.

ADULTERATION OF FOOD AND DRINK.

Ho~n. Mr. ALEXANDER put the
Questions of which he had given
notice :—

Whether the Government are pre-
pared to put into immediate operation
tho Act passed during last Session, for
the prevention of the adulteration of
Foot% and Drink; and whether any ap-
pointments have been made since the
Act came into operation on the 1st of
January last ?

Whether arrangements have been
made, or will be made, with the Food
Analysts appointed under the Act, so
that their services may be available to
the public on payment of a small fec,
as in similar Acts in Great Britaip, so
that information may be obtained by
private individuals with regard to the
uality of food offered for sale,or already
sold, to aid the proper officers in carry-
ing out prosecutions ?

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER was under
stood to reply :—The Government is
preparved to put into immediate opera-
tion the Act passed last Session. As
to the appointment of any person under
that Act, none has yet been made, but
the matter is under the consideration
of the Government, with a view to such
appointments as may carry out, as far
as possible, the intention of the Act.
As to the latter portion of the Question,
the Government is not quite ready to
say they will go the length indicated,
but they will strive to carry out the
law in a way to provent adulteration
of food and drink, and to acquaint the
public with any infractions for the

purpose of warning. :
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THE GATINEAU RIVER BOOMS.

Hon. Mr. READ moved,

That an humble Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
General, praying that His Excellency
will cause to be laid before this House
copies of all advertisements, tenders,
contracts, reports, and all other corres-
pondence, as well as affidavits, in con-
nection with the construction of booms,
piers, &c., on the Gatineau River last
winter, and the entire cost of the same.

Seconded by the Hon. MR. SMiTH,
and carried.

PERMANENT COMMITTEES.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER gave notice
that the list of the Permanent Commit-
tees of the House should be laid on the
Table very shortly; but he should
except one, the Committee on Printing,
of which he would suggest the appoint-
ment immediately. He would submit
a motion to this effect in a few minutes.

COMPLAINT OF AN IRREGULARITY.

Jon. Mr. CAMPBELL said :—I may
be pardoned if T draw attention to what
seems to me an irregularity which
deserves the notice of the House. I
find a Blue Book distributed containing
despatches relative to the commuta-
tion of Lepine’s sentence, accompanied
by a Message from the Governor Gen-
eral, who transmits the papers for the
information of the House of Commons.
If this had been done in pursuance of
an Address by the Commons, it would
have been perfectly regular and proper;
but it seems not to have been done in
answer to an Address. It appears to
have resulted from the mere motion
and grace of the Governor General,
acting upon the advice of his Govern-
ment no doubt. The information was
necessary for the publicadvantage, and
likely to be of service to Parliament.
Now that information is of equal
interest to this House as to the Com-
mons, and ] eannot coneeive why such
a message should not have been sent
with the information to this House as
well a8 to the other. 1 do notimagine
that any disvespect is intended by the
advisers of His Hxccllency to the
Senate. 1 canpot conceive that the
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Minister of Agriculture or the Secretary
of State would so far forget his duty to
this House as to acquiesce in such con-
duct, had such been contemplated. I
suppose there was an oversight, which
should be checked, and am sure that
this information, from the interest in
those events to which it refers, which
is felt here equally as in the Commons,
and which seems to have been traus-
mitted of the mere motion of His
Excellency, should have come to the
Upper House also. This has been the
uniform course practised in this coun-
try as well as in Great Britain; nor is
this a matter which should be passed
over without the attention of the House
being called to it. gl‘Hear, hear.)

How. Mr. SCOTT—I quite agree
with my hon. friend, that State papers
of this nature ought to come to both
Houses at the same time. But I think
in this instance the transmission of the
information is the result of an Address
from the Commons.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—It does not
88y S0.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—No; but I hap-
gened to be in the Commons the otber

ay when a motion was made for these

very papers. However, I shall make
further enquiry, and my hon. friend
may be sure, that so far as the dignity
of the House is concerned, we shall be
quite as watchful as could be desired.
My own impression is, however, that
this information is the result of a motion
made in the Common=. in connection
with a debate on the events referred to.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not wish
to doubt the desire of his hon. friend
(Hon. Mr. Scott) to see proper attention
paid to the Senatc; but he thought
him mistaken as to the manner in
which the Address was brought down.
The papers were promised at the open-
ing of Parliament, and were sent down
accordingly, but not as the result of an
Address, as the Message itself showed.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL, with reference
to the papers sent down to the Com-
mons, seid the Premier stated they
were Orders in Council ; consequently
they could bring down no papers.

PRINTING OF PARLIAMENT.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER intimated to the
Honso that he had received a Mossage
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from the House of Commons requesting
the co-operation of this House in the
formation of a Joint Committee of both
Houses, on the subject of the Printing
of Parliament, and informing the Sen-
ate that the members of the Select
Standing Committee on Printing, viz. :
Messrs. Bowell, Bourassa, Church, De-
lorme, De Veber, Dymond, Goudge,
Lanthijer, Laird, Ross (Middlesex),
Ross (Prince Edward), Stephenson,
Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), and
Wallace (Norfolk), will act as members
of said Joint Committee on Printing.

Whereupon Hox. Mr. LETELLIER
DE ST. JUST moved, seconded by
How. Mg. SCOTT, the following Reso-
lution :—

Resolved,—That the Hon, Mossrs.
Aikins, Haythorne, Carrall, Bellerose,

iller, Burean, Wilmot, Penny, Mac-
farlane, Simpson, Cochrane, Ferrier,
Recsor and Fabre, be appointed a
Committee to superintend the print-
Ing of this House during the present

ssion, and be instructed to act on
behalf of this House, with the Commit-
tee of the House of Commons, as a
Joint Committee of both Houses, on
the subject of Printing, as desired by
the House of Commons in their

Tpon this 1

pon this Motion being put,

Hon. Mz, GAM:PBELf %bjzactod to
the name of Hon, Mr. Fabre, because,
as yet, he was not sworn in, and the
Senate was not supposed to know any-
thing of his commission before it was
presented and read.

HON._ Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST, in support of the Motion before

the Chair, cited precedents from May’
. y 8
“ Parliamentary Practice.” A discus-

sion then ensued, in which several
Hon. Mcmbers took part, which, how-
éver, terminated in the substitution of
the name of the Hon. Mr. Scott, in the
place of that of the Hon. Mr. Fabre.
he Motion was then put and carried.
Hon, Mgr. DICKEY, as Chairman of
the Committee appointed to enquire
nto the best modo of obtaining correct
reports of the proceedings of this
“Iouse, submitted a Report to the effect,
hat the Committee had appointed a
Sub Committee, for all the purposes of
their order of roforence, and had in-
structed such Sub-Committeo to procure
tenders for the Reporting and ] rinting
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of the Debates and Proceedings of the
Senate for the present Session.”

The Repo-t was then, upon motion
of the Ho~. Mr. DICKEY), scconded by
the Hon. Mgr. PENNY, received and
adopted, and the House adjourned until
to-morrow, (Friday), 12th instant, at
three, .M.

Friday, February 12, 1875.
ANSWER TO ADDRESS.

After routiue,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE S8T.
JUST presented the following Answer
of Ilis kxcellency the Governor Gene-
ral to the Address in reply to the
Speech of His Excellency at the open-
ing of the present Session.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate:

I thank you heartily for your
Address, and for tho assurance of sup-
port which it contains. I rely with
confidence on your assistance to
advance the interests of the Dominion.

Government House,

February 14th, 1875.

MESSAGES.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT presented & Mes-
sage from His Excellency the Governor
General, accompanied by correspon-
dence in relation to the Act of last
Session, relating to the Construction
and Maintenance of Submarine Tele-
graphs;

Also, a Message from His Excellency
the Governor General, with copies of
correspondence which had taken place
on the subject of the non-fulfilment of
the Terms of Union with the Province
of British Columbia;

Also, a Message, with correspondence
which had taken place with the Right
Honorable the Secretary of State. for
the Colonies, relating to the commuta-
tion of the sentence of death passed on
Ambroise Lepine, for the murder of
Thomas Scott, at Fort Garry.

ST. PETER'S CANAL.

Ho~. Me. MILLER said the Question
he was about to ask the Government
related to a subject in which the people
of Cape Breton took a very deep
interest. The Canal at St. Peter’s, in
the County of’ Richmond, was almost
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the only work of great importance that
ever yet had been undertaken at the
public expense in that Island, yet its
cost was insignificant in comparison
with the public expenditures under-
taken or contemplated in other less
important sections of the Dominion.
This canal in its present condition had
been constructed by the DProvincial
Government before Contederation, and
was now found to be totally inadequate
to meet the wants of the people and
the requirements of the trade it was
intended to foster and develope. 1t
had been constructed according toa
design adapted to the circumstances of
the country when the trade and popu-
lation of Cape Breton were less than
half of what they were to-day. When
this canal was tirst agitated, and for
some years afterward, many believed
that the money it would cost would be
thrown away, but the experience of a
few years (the canal was opened in
1867) had shewn the incorrcctness of
that opinion. Even in its present state,
affording accommodation only lo the
smaller class of vessels, the work had
proved a great convenicnce and benefit
to the people. What was now required
was the enlargement of the canal to
suit a large claes of vessels. Several
attempts had already been made to
secure steam communication through
the interior of Cape Breton by means
of St. Peter’s Canal, but in consequence
of the dimensions of the works these
operations had to be dropped. Any
one acquainted with the geography of
the island wss aware that the Inland
Sea, called the Bras d’Or Lake, afforded
water communication with the whole
interior of that country, and as there
were no railroads yet in the island, that
means of communication should be
improved in every reasonabl. way.
The people of Cape Breton had no rail-
road, although they had to bear their
share of the cost of all railroads con-
structed at the public expensc. The
completion of a Ship Canal at St.
Peter’s would only be a small instal-
ment of the claims of the island on the
Government, when they considered the
enormous expenditures made or con-
templated in other sections of the
_country on public improvements. Last
Session $250,000 were placed on the
Estimates for this purpose, of which
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$75,000 were to have been expended
during the past season, but nothing had
been done.  An impression had got
abrowd that the Government were not
acting candidly with the people in this
matter, in consequence of which there
existed a wide-spread feeling of discon-
tent, He (Mr. Miller) did not share
in that opinion. On the contrary, he
had reason to believe that the Govern-
ment fully intended to confer on that
section of the country a great boon by
enlarging and improving St. Peter’s
Canal—that they intended to carry out
the work they had recommended to
Parliament in good faith—and that no
further time would be lost in doing so.
It was desirable, however, that the
country should have some official assur-
ance to this effect, and he therefore
hoped that his hon. friend would be
uble to give a satisfactory answer to
the Question he would then put, viz.:
What steps have been taken by the
Government towards the enlargement
of St. Peter’s Canal, in the island of
Cape Breton, as provided for in the
Estimates of last Session, and whether
it is intended to carry out the contem-
plated improvements of the said work
during the present year ?

1HO'&. Mr. BOURINOT had much
pleasure in supporting the inquiry of
}1is hon. friendp(pﬁon. Mr. Mill:elr.) )He
hoped that due consideration would be
given by the Government to a question
of such serious importance to the inter-
ests of the Island of Cape Breton. He
(Hon. Mr. Bourinot) had supported the
measure in the Legislature of Nova
Scotia. When that Province entered
into the Sonfedcratinn, one of tho
reasons why he thought such a gaurse
desirable was, that the feeling %\?ﬁirch
existed previously to Confederation
with regard to Nova Scotia would not
be tound to existin the Dominion. He
wag, however, sadly disappointed, for
he was sorry that justice had not been
done to that important part of the
Dominion of Canada, but he hoped that
the Government would be prepared to
meet the views of his hon. friend, by
carrying out the work in accordance
with the recommendation of Parlia-
ment.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DFE ST.
JUST heartily approved of the strong
expression of opinion on tho part of
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the hon. gentlemen (llon. Messrs.
Miller and Bourinot) as to the utility
and advantages to be derived from so
great and important a work. Ile
hoped that they would be satistied with
the assurance that it wasthe intention
of the Goverament to have it carried
out. He could also inform them that
the engineers had received instructions
to take the work in hand, and proceed
With it during the present year. Ile
hoted this explanation would be satis-
factory to the hon. gentlemen.

CONTINGENCIES OF THE SENATE.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DI ST.
JUST moved the appointment of a
Standing Committee on Contingencies.

Hox. Mz, DICKEY said he had some
Temarks to make before the Motion
Was put., In the Session of 1867 or
1868 a scale of fees was adopted for
the officers of the Senate, which remain-
ed nntouched till the Session of 1872,
When the hon. leader of the present
Op[m81tion—wh0 stood then in a ditter-
ent capacity—thought proper to move
& &esolution on the last day of the

®ssion but one, authorising certain
gentlemen to form a new scale. That
Was referred to the Contingencios Com-
-Mittee in the Session of 1873, with a
result which he would presentky state.
A scale of fees was then returned to
the House and adopted as a compro-
Iige, and, as he wou{)d show presently,
a8 g final measure, which scale increased
the salaries of the Officers of the House
by amounts varying from 30 to 60 per
cent. He wasnot going to say whether
L was right or wrong; but the scale
Wasaccepted by the House, he believed,
without opposition. lle found, how-
sver, that in the absence of most of the
On‘}ml"el's of th(? Comumittee, and with

e% 2 very thin IHouse—some thirty
)rorools'\the very evening before the
ilesolb?'tmn’ last year, the following
journ:l;?lhad been pl:u:ed upon the

“ Moved by the Hon. Mr. Letellier

. Mr. I v,
ggmd?i by Hon. Mr. Scott, That the
of th 1@ of the salaries of the employees

e Senato be referred to the Speaker,

eg- lnistor of Agriculture, and the
u retary of State, for their censidera-
10n @3.t0 the relative amounts of sala-
Ties paid to.the employees in the two
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Ilouses, with a view to their readjust-
ment; and also, for such action as to
the Senate employees and their salaries,
:\z thiey might deem just and reason-
able.”

e (Mr. Dickey) might remind the
House thut there was an Order on
1ecord which stated that the whole
Question—the appointment of officers
and their salaries——was one entirely for
the Sciate. Now, this was an Order
maae on the very eve o! the proroga-
tion, delegating the power in question
to certain gentlemen., Ile was quite
sure that none ot his hon. {riends,
whose names were mentioned, would
imagine he was casting the slightest
reflection upon any one of them, forhe
bad too high a respect for them to do
so. 1le would say then, that the late
Government, in the Session of 1872,
thought proper to take this course, and
the present Government thought pro-
perto follow their exampic. Yet, with
regard to the first action, that of the
leader of the Opposition, then the
leader of the Ilouse, on the eve of
piorogation, in his (Mr. Dickey’s)
absence, and in thut of the Chairman
of the Committce, well known as
having talken a deep interest in these
matters, this Opder was passed; as he
had stated, the same thing was done,
under similar. ¢ircumstances, on the
succegding occasipn. But objectionable
as he thought the first action, by the
loader of the late Government, it had,
at all events, the merit of finality ;
because, only so long ago as the 14th
May, 1873, this clause appeared in the
Report adopted by the House : That
the annexed Schedule, from the 1Ist
January last, except when anotherday
was stated in the Schedule, should leave
it understood that the said salaries
should be considered as permanent, not
1o be increased exeept in case of such
Clerks as might reasonably cxpect that
as their knowledge and usefulness
increased, their salaries would be recon-
sidered. Ile must not be accused of
anything like personality in this mat-
ter. He was bound to except the
Clerk of the House, rggpecting whom
it was agreed.that he should have a
salary equal to that of a Doputy Ilead
of a Department. Now, when that
Order was about a twelve month old,
they found action taken by the present
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Government to reverse it, and cmpower
certain gentlemen to increase those
salaries. He did not know what had
been done, and had not asked, but was
merely pointing his hon. friend’s atten-
tion to the result itself; and he gave
no opinion upon the Question, in the
abstract, of the propriety of the increase
or not; but he felt it his duty to call
attention to the position in which Mem-
bers had been placed by the passing,
in the absence of the Chairman of the
Contingencies Committee, and all its
Members, of an Order to increase sala-
ries without reference to those gentle-
men. And if any reference should
take place hereafter, it would be under
the disadvantage of first increasing the
salaries, and then asking for hon. Mem-
bers to sanction the proceeding or
reduce them. He had made up his
mind, after all the trouble he had taken
to endeavor to keep things right in the
Committee, to preserve its power and
wrivileges intact, and to see that nonc
{>ut really expedient charges were made,
and that the expenditure was checked
and controlled in every way, to retire
from the Committee, feeling he would
be of no use in it. He should, there-
fore, be glad to see some 'other name
substituted for his own, unless some
satisfactory explanation could be given.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST—Hon. Members, at the end of
last Session,
opinion that the servants of this House
should be placed on the same footing
a8 those of the House of Commons. It
was only an act of justice, as they were
entitled to the same consideration.
Had there been any objection at the
time to a Commission of Inquiry, the
Government would not have acted on
it. On the contrary, there was a gen-
eral desire favorable to such a proceed-
ing. With regard to his hon. friend,
who had expressed his intention of
withdrawing from the Committee, he
hoped that hon. gentleman, who had
done 8o much and rendered such useful
and important services, would be satis-
tied wigx the explanation, and would
not now withdraw.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL fully agreed
with what had been said by the hon.
Member as to the important services
and ability of the hon. gentleman (Hon.

Copyright

Mr. Dickey.) He also agreed with the:
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hon. Member as to the favorable expres-
sion of opinion with regard to increased
remuncration of the officers and ser-
vants of the House. He recollected
that an Address had been presented
from the officers of the House on the
subject during last Session. He thought
that the matter should be taken up,
and he trusted it wonld meet with due
attention during the present Session.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY, after the expla-
nation had been made, expressed him-
self perfectly satisfied.

COPYRIGHT BILL.

Hon. Ma. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST presented a Bill for the regula-
tion of the Law of Copyright, which
was, upon motion, read the first time,
and ordered to be read a second time
on Thursday next, 18th instant.

Hon. Ma. CAMPBELL was pleased
to find that the Bill had been initiated
in that House. There was an hon.
gentleman whose name had been
recently mentioned in connection with
the proceedings of the House. As the
subject of the Bill was one in which no
doubt that hon. gentleman felt an
interast, he hoped that the day named
would be sufficiently convenient to
enable the hon. gentleman to be in his
place. Ho (Hon. Mr. C.) should con-
gratulate the Government on the intro-
duction of Bills into that House,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST, in reply to the hon. Member,
would observe that in naming Thurs-
day, the 18th instant, he had done so
to enable the hon. gentleman referred
to, to be in his place. With regard to
the introduction of Bills into that
House, he (Hon. Mr. Letellier de St.
Just) hoped that the Bill introduced
today would not be the only one
initiated in that House, and he begged
further to state, that it was the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce
into that House as many as possible.

The House, shortly after, adjourned
until Mondpy next, the 15th instant,
at three, P.M.

Monday, February 15, 1875,

The House met at three o'clock.

After routine business,

Hox. Mrssrs. LETELLIER and
PENNY introdaced Hon. Mr, Fabre,
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w.ho took the Qath, and was escorted to
his seat.

.HON. .'MR. CAMPBELL introduced a
Bill to incorporate the Canadian Gas

Lighting Company, which was read a
first time.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Hown. Mr. KAULBACH, after a few
remarks, putthe tollowing Question :—
Whether it is the intention uf the Gov-
ernment to dredge the harbor of Lunen-
burg, Nova Scotia, this year, in accord-
ance with the prayer of petitioners and
favorable report of Mr. Eerley, C.E, of
the Public Works Department, made
_thereoq in 1872, owing to the rapidly
Increasing tonnage of the port ?

Hon. Mgr. L%JTELLILR DE ST.
-EJST was understood to reply, That

© attention of the Government was'
concentrated upon the harbors that
most required 'improvement. All the

overnment dredges are constantly at
:'ivol‘k on the harbors which most require
Iredging, and Mr. Perley has instruc-
tions to reach them all as soon as
ﬁs.mble. The new dredge, now finish-
by n the Clyde, will be out carly in
1€ 8pring, and add to the strength of
the fleet, and give the Government
a0 opportunity ot sooner reaching cer-
tain harbors which cannot be touched
at present.

oN. Mr. KAULBACH next inquir-
ed, Whether it was the intention of the
Government to submit, durjing the
present Session, & measure enforcing
Pre-payment of Postage on Letters?
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST answered, That a Bill would be
proposed to make certain changes in
postal arrangements, and pre-payment
would be necessary.
Hon. Mr. KA{JLBACH inquired,
- Wasit the intention of the Government,
during the prescnt Session, to bring in
a Bill to make uniform the rate of
Interest on Bills, Notes, and other mer-
cantile transactions?
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST answered, That it was not.
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said, that in
accordance with the view entertained
y the House when the matter came
before it on Friday last, he would move
that the 84th Rule of this House be
amended by leaving out “one hundred
dollars, and inserting “two hundred
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dollars” in lieu thereof, and that the
Senators in attendance on the Scssion
be summoned to consider the rame.
He said this was to equalize the amount
paid for private bills with that for
divorce bills. He thought the one
ought to be assimilated to the other, to
indemnify the House for the expense
incurred in conncction with 1hose
divorce Vbills. In some cases the
increased amount might constitute a
hardship, tending to deter or prevent
poor people from obtaining an advan-
tage considered important to them;
-but he thought that in such special
cases the House might relieve the party
from paying a portion of the amount.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said he quite
concurred in the amendment of the
rule, but & point was missed the other
day as to the new rule ae%plying to
petitions yet to be presented this Ses-
sion. It could not apply to petitions
already presented. e could not see
any particular hardship, however, in
applying it to all petitions after this
day. He did not see any reason why
the House should not change the rule,
and why, when changed, it should not
apply to all petitions presented after
this day.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL said he would
oppose the Resolution. 1In theabsence
of any divorce court in the Dominion,
and considering the enormous-expense
that litigants were put to in many
ways, in their efforts to get justice, the
actual amount was more than sufficient.
Instead of creating new barriers to

'Erevent those seeking redress at our

ands from coming here, existing
obstacles should be removed. People
in remote parts of the Dominion were
debarred from redress by the enormous
expense attending a journey to the
Capital, and the bringing up of wit-
nesses. This, no doubt, precluded a
great many from seeking the desired
redress. Persons in moderate circum-
stances in Ontario and Quebec even,
might obtain relief were the expenses
not so great. As to the fee for private
bills, the majority of those bills were
for charters for schemes out of which
money was to be made, the promoters
generally being men of means; where-
as, in the other cases, applicants for
relief may be I&)oor’ and yet deserving
of rodross. (Hear, hear.)
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Hon. Me. DICKEY thought it might
admit of doubt ‘whether it would be
advisable to make this change. Asto the
matter ot uniformity, there was a per-
fect want of uniformity in the circum-
gtances attending those cases—private
bills and divorces. This Legislature
was the only tribunal to which people
could resort for divorce under circum-
stances which all justified. And rules
were made for the poor as well as for
tho rich, and it was very hard to impose
on a man who might not be able to pay
$100, the fee of $200. In many cases
it might not merely prove an objection,
but a denial of justice. In these cases,
the House sat, not so much as a legis-
lature, as a judicial body, and they
would be taxing the boon of justice by
imposing the additional penalty. He
a-sumed, in this connection, that they
were all agreed, whatever their private
opinions might be as to the propriety
or impropriety of divorce, that they
should not import this matter into the
present discussion. He trusted that
no sympathies, one way or the other,
would induce members to throw any
additional embarrassment in the way
of obtaining what the laws allowed.
Existing preliminaries were sufficiently
onerous to petitioners for divorce,
including the printing of 750 copies of
the bill, the employment of counsel,
the bringing here of witnesses, in some
cases from remoto corners of the
Dominion. In addition, comes this
deposit of $100, which was simply to
re-imburse the Senate for expenses that
did not come under any of the categories
mentioned.  Hitherto, $100 had been
found amply sufficient for the inevitable
oxpenses of passing a bill through the
House. It was more than sufficient,
and consequently, if they could only
separate their minds from the question
of the propriety or impropriety of
divorce, he saw no reason why they
should place this additional difficulty
or embarrassment in the way of people
secking a constitutional remedy for,
possibly, a constitutional defect. (Hear,
Eear, and a langh.)

Hon. Mr. PENNY was understood
to say that he quite agreed with the
views of the last speaker. He thought
it was a question whether they shou d
obstruct divorce, because many consid-
ored them bad things in themselves.
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Heo should be disposed to go as far as
anybody in this view, being much of
the opinion of his Lower Canada neigh-
bors generally, that divorces might as
well Le done away with altogether.
That was not the question here, how-
ever They admitted there were cir-
cumstances under which they were
constitutionally proper, They (the
Senate) sat as a court of justice; they
were not legislating, but acting as
Jjudges, and it was the first time in the
history of the world that a court of
Jjustice charged for adjudicating. This
House an:1 the other took the place of
courts- of justice in other countries,
an ! should, as nearly as possible, con-
form their proceedings to those of
courts, He thought it would be a very
great hardship that a poor man or
woman with a grievance of the kind
redressed by divorce, should be debar-
red from a remedy open to a rich one.
He should bo far more disposed, while
administering this law, to takc the $100
off altogether, than to add another $100.
(Hear, hear.)

Ho~. Mr. WILMOT said he would
be glad to see the Senate relieved of
theduty of acting as a court of divorce,
and the sooner they established a court
of divorce the better. (Hear, hear.)
In the Lower Provinces they had such
courts, and they cxisted in the mother
country, and other nations also. In
the meantime, he was not prepared to
bar the way to suilors desiring justice
in Canada, and should vote for the
abolition of the $100 fee cven, in place
of the addition of another $100. A
divoree bill was not a private bill in
the ordinary sense, but involved a
matter of public justice; it was, in fact,
a public bill. He therefore should not
impoge a penalty upon parties coming
here for justice.

IHon. Mr. MACPHERSON said he
was quito sure that neither the hon.
leader of the Government nor the hon.
leader of the Opposition, considered this
a party matter, affected by party discip-
line, (laughter), and after the expres-
sion of opinion which had taken | iace,
he hoped the hon. gentleman would
withdraw his Motion. A Bill on this
particular subject was more the sen-
tenco of judges than a private bill. He
thought it essentially wrong to do any-
thing to impede the adjudication of
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matters specially placed within its
Jurigdiction. This House was & court,
for cases that could not be tried any-
Where else, and he thought they should
not bar the entrance to this court, no
matter how much some individuals
Iﬁllght be opposed to divorce. (Hear,
ear,

Hon. Mr. ALLAN was undérstood
to say that he heartily echoed the wish
f the hon. gentleman opposite (Hon.
Mr. Wilmot) that this matter was
taken out of the jurisdiction of this
ouse, for a more disagreeable or
odious duty cou.d not possibly be
imposed on hon. members, than dealing
with 1t. He believed strongly that it
was not desirable either to increase the
facilities or give greater opportunities
to applicants for divorce on light or
trivia{)grounds. He would rather sur-
round divorce with greater difficulties
than remove those existing. He had
ng desire to see in Canada the s]l)lecta.cle
exhibited in some of the neighboring
States: divorces obtained on the most
trivial pretences, without any regard
to the sacred nature or obligations of
the marriage tie. He would prefer the
adoption of the Motion.
oN. Mr. SIMPSON said he was
willing to grant aggrieved persons the
opportunity of obtaining a severance
from unworthy partners; yet, he did
think they should not open the door
too wide. He hoped some legal gen-
tleman would frame a law on the
subject, and he believed Government
would accept one, to take this matter.
out of this Chamber, and relieve it of
all those petty annoying divorce cases.
He would support the Motion, and he
thought even one that would raise the
fee to $500. He believed that in the
casge ho had represented here, he was
most egregiously deceived: that the
complainant was more to blame than
the other party. His impression was
that they were as well entitled to pay
as the judges, or that the country was
entitled to some acknowledgment of
the Senate’s services.

Hon. Me. CAMPBELL said, the
object for which the deposit was requir-
od was defined in one of the clauses of
the rules covering private bills, viz. :
That the expense ought not to fall on

the public. He thought that the costs
of & divorce bill ought not to be defray-
3
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ed by the public, but by those seeking
the relief. (Hear, hear.) The time
occupied with one of those bills was
very considerable, much more than
that spent on a private bill. The
latter might be disposed of in a
few hours, a divorce bill generally
occupying days. He could not see
that he should be doing anything incon-
sistent with the rule in saying those
divorce bills should pay a sum at all
events equal to that charged for private
bills. As to not shutting the doors of
Parliament against any class of claim-
ants, those who chme for those bills
would enter a divorce court, though
gome were g0 poor that they would not
go into such a court even were it in
their own Province. Now, suitorsina
court would not, he thought, obtain re-
lief for a less sum than $200. He appre-
hended they would pay as muech, or
more, in a court. In cases of poverty,
the fact could be stated in the petitions,
and relief afforded, as in the House of
Lords when it had similar jurisdiction.
To prevent the expense of this rvelief
falling on the public, he thought the
Motion advisable, and it was not whole-
some or consistent with-the weal of the
country to enlarge the class of cases
which would come here for this kind
of relief. They did not waut to move
a step towu.rds the light in which these
matters were viewed in the United
States, nor towards the manner of
affording relief there. He thought
they would be acting fairly and lenient-
ly, in imposing a fee to indemnify the
Eublic for the costs occasioned by such
ills. (Hear, hear.)

Ho~n. Mr. KAULBACH could not
concur in the remarks of the last
speaker. A petitioner came to have 8
wrong redressed, and that under the
most humiliating circumstances; by
asking him to come in formd pauperis
they would be aggravating his suffer-
ings. The wrong complained of was
a moral wrong, a wrong to the com-
munity, a case in which a man should
have the same redress as in a civil
action. Here it was proposed to make
a distinction between the poor man
and the rich. (Hear, hear.) If they
deprived a man of redress, he might
seek a summary mode. He regretted
those cases came before us at all, but
as it was in Committee the expense
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could not be great. He hoped some
means would soon be devised for reliev-
ing us of those cases. While it was
not furnished, he thought it was their
duty to leave the door open to the
existing rodress.

Hon. Mr. MILLER thought it would
be as well for honorable gentlemen who
spoke of the establishment of a divorce
court in the Dominion to reflect that
there might exist very grave doubts as
to the power of Parliament to establish
such a court. The question was any-
thing but clear. Therefore, he thought
that it was uselessto talk about the
ostablishment of a divorce court for
the Dominion until they had an amend-
ment to the Constitution. With regard
to the subject itself, he was surprised
at the feeling exhibited in reference to
the Motion. He thought it was the
sense of the House clearly expressed
on Friday that the Rule should be
amended as proposed. ‘

Hon. Me. LETELLIER said his rea-
son for bringing forward the”Motion
the other evening appeared to be well
comprehended by the House. Seeing
that the House vould not otherwisc
come to a favorable conclusion on the
subject, he gave notice of his intention
to move the substitution of the fee of
$200, instead of the former one of $100.
The question was now before the House,
and it was better that it should be freely
discussed.

Hon. Mr. BENSON did not see that
it would be any degradation for parties
unable to pay the tee to seek remission
of it from this House.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD had listened
with much attention to the arguments
advanced on both sides. Strong argu-
ments bad been advanced in favor of
increasing the fee from $100 to $200,
but nothing should be done calculated
to create obstruction to parties seeking
redress at the hands of this House.

Hon. Mz. REESOR was understood
to say, we ought to learn something
from the experience of our neighbors.
In some of the States of the neighbor-
ing Republic, divorce laws bad existed ;
but some of the most enlightened of
their public men had come to the con-
clusion that the facilities afforded by
such measures had been productive of
very sorious ovils to society. What-
ever tends tu interfere with the mar-
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riage bonds, tends to loosen the bonds
of society, thereby exercising a most
injurious influence upon free govern-
ment. It was our duty to avoid all
action calculated injuriously to effect
our institutions which had worked so
well. With regard to the fee, he (Hon.
Mr. Reesor) was of opinjon that any
party” willing to inecur the expenses
connected with a divorce suit could
not experience great difficulty in pay’
ing the fee of $200.

HoN. Mr. VIDAL—There was a
great difference between opening the

oor to divorce and closing the door to
the relief of those few unfortunate indi-
viduals placed in the unhappy position
of seeking remedy by divorce. The
question before the House appeared a
very simple one, as to whether the
House should accept the amendment
before it. Whatever our feelings on
divorce may be, they should not influ-
ence our minds in coming to the dis-
cussion of this simple matter. It ap-
peared to him (Hon. Mr. Vidal) that
the first and only argument which
should be presented to induce the
House to agree to this change, is a
statement of some kind, that the pre-
sent charge is insufficient to cover the
expenses incurred. Had any hon. gen-
tleman who advocated the change pre-
sented the House with any single word
of proof that $100 was insufficient to
cover the expense? No.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said, he
thought he had done so. He alluded
to the long period occupied in the con-
sideration of these bills in Committee
in the House.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL did not conceive
that to be an expense contemplated in
the wording of the Rule. (Hear, hear.) -
His (Hon. Mr.V.’s) impression was, that
for the discharge of all duties devolving
upon members of that House as Sena-
tors, they were amply paid. The at-
tention which they would have to give
to divorce bills would not prolong the
Session one hour; and in undertaking
the duty of Senators, they should be pre-
pared for the discharge of disagreeable
as well as agreeable duties. It was
their bounden duty, even if not suffi-
ciently paid, patiently to investigate all
these cases without looking to the ap-
plicants for remuncration. It would be
exceedingly unwise for the House to
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throw any obstacle in the way of such
suitors, beﬁ‘ond what was absolutely nc.
cessary. The party has to pay all his
expenses, even printing. e distine-
tion between private bills and divorce
bills should not be lost sight of. The
romoters of private bills bring them
fore the Legislature expecting to
make money, and are well able to pay
their legitimate expenses for purely
rsonal and private ends. He thought
it wise that the fee should be increased
to $200.

After some further observations from
other hon. members the motion was
put, when the numbers stood as fol-
lows :—Contents, 27 ; non-contents, 23.

The Motion was then declared car-
ried.

A CORRECTION.

Hon. MR. DICKEY said that his con-
clnding observations on Friday last had
been misreported, not only as to his
words, but as to his meaning. Tt would
be within the recollection of the House
that upon that occasion, he stated in
his concluding observations, that after
what had passed, and after the assur-
ance of the Minister of Agriculture
with respect to the salaries of the ser-
vants of the House, that the lists of sal-
aries should be submitted to the Con-
tingencies Committee, that he believed
it would be ungracious in him (Hon.
Mr. D.) to withdraw from that Com-
mittee. So far from that being re-
ported, he was reported to have said,
without any explanation from the Min-
ister of Agriculture, that he was per-
fectly satisfied, which was entirely the
reverse of his meaning.

Hon. Mgr. BOURINOT also com-
plained that with regard to his brief
observations on the subject of St.Peter’s
Canal, he had not been correctly re-
ported.

After the transactions of some other
business, the House, upon motion, ad-
journed until to-morrow, Tuesday, 16th
inst., at three, .M.

Tuesday, February 16, 1875.
The House met at three o’clock.
SALARIES OF THE SENATE EMPLOYEES.

After routine business,
Tho SPEAKER submitted the report
of the Committee appointed last Ses-
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sion, to consider the re-adjustment of
thesalaries of the servants of the House.

Ho~x. Mr. CAMPBELL asked-if the
Report should be referred to the Com-
mittee on Contingencies.

Hon. Mm. SEYMOUR moved
reference to that Committee.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER replied that
though he would not object to the pro-
posal in 1873, when the hon. gentleman
opposite (Hon. Mr. Campbell) had
been, with the Receiver (General and
Minister of Marine of that day, author-
ized to consider the claims of the
employees ontitled, from length of
service and efficiency, to increased
remuneration, though no power was
given them to make changes, by their
Report of 27th June, 1872, presented
to the House in March, 1873, they sub-
mitted certain changes ; todo this they
had no right whatever. They created
three new offices. This Report was
iaid on the table on the 7th March, and
contrary to the nature of the hon. gen-
tleman’s present course, he referred it
to the Committee on Contingencies
only the 1st May following. nder
these eircumstances he (Hon. M.
Letellier) thought it was better that
the Report should be printed, so that
the Members of the Senate might be
acquainted with the action of the S
cial Committee on the subject before
proceeding to any conclusion on the
matter. But he nad no hesitation in
saying that the Senate would find that
this Committee had kept better within
the limits of its instructions than the
previous Committee.

Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR said that he
would move only in this matter when
the Report should be printed.

The House, shortly after, adjourned
until to-morrow, Wednesday, 17th
instant, at three, .M.

ita

Wednesday, February 17, 1875.

The House met at three o’clock.
After routine,

GEORGIAN BAY BRANCH OF PACIFIC R.R.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER, in mov-
ing the address to His Excellency the
Governor General, praying that His
Excellency would cause to be laid
before the House, copies of all tenders
and correspondence relating to the con-
struction of the Georgian Bay branch



39 . Georgian Bay Branch
of the Pacific Railway, pursuant to
vublic advertisement, dated the sixth
day of November, said he deemed it
proper that he should give his reason
for doing so0, which was, that he in
common with others, both tnside and
outside the Legislature, was at a loss
to know the reason why the Govern-
meont should undertake the construc-
tion of the line of railway referred to,
at this particular time. In moving in
relation to the subject, on the present
occasion, he wished to be understood,
as not actuated by any motives of op-
position to the Government, but look-
ing at the grave responsibility resting
upon that House, as a co-ordinate
branch of the Legislature, he felt that
hon. members were bound to use all
their influence, and sec that the public
expenditure was prudently and care-
fally carried out. Upon the introduc-
tion of the bill into the House last
session, he was surprised to find this
branch included in the bill. The
measure had been introduced at the
last moment, when there was not suffi-
cient time for the discussion of its
merits, and when the greater number
of members of that House had left for
their homes, and many of those pre-
sent at the time protested against any
further action in the matter at that
late period of the session. Whatever
the circumstances may have been he
was certainly surprised, and would ask
the hon. members of the Government
what could justify them at this time,
in entering upon the large expenditure
for this branch railway? Was the
treasury at present in such an overflow-
ing condition as to justify the throw-
ing away of so many millions ? When
it was known that our financial obliga-
tions were so great, why further in-
crease the burden of the people for an
object prematurely entered upon? We
should not forget that we shall soon
have to meet the interest on the amount
of the recent expenditure connected
with the Initercolonial Railway,amount.
ing to $20,000,000. Then again, we
had, in connection with the construc-
tion, enlargement and improvement of
our canals, the amount of $6,000,000.
and the revenues arising from these
canals had never been by any means
roportionate to the expenditure. He
understood, further, that the Govern-
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ment was under obligation to spend
$2,000,000 in British Columbia for rail-:
road construction. With such serious
financial obligations resting upon us, it
was not & moment for us to enter into
an expenditure which would not be
calculated to bring a corresponding
return or increaso of development and
commerce. Hon. members no doubt
remembered the charges preferred
against the late Administration of
undue expenditure, arising from the
selection of the route of the Inter-
colonial Railway; but when the pre-
sent party came into power, it was
hoped that they would endeavor to
administer the Government on the ab-
stract principle of right and justice,
and resist all outside pressure. (Hear,
hear.) He (Hon. Mr. Alexander)
assumed a position in which he felt he
would be supported by hon. members
from other parts of the Dominion;
that nothing would justify a further
increase of the burdens of the people.
It would have been a prudent action
on the part of the Government 1o have
announced at the opening of Parlia-
ment their intention to remove a por-
tion of the burdens imposed upon’ the
people during last session—a remission
of the duty of two and a half per cent.
imposed last session would have ben
a graceful act upon their part. With
regard to the public expenditure in
connoction with railways and other
public works of importance, he felt
assured that hon. members would
agree with him that the time had
arrived when some guiding principle
should be laid down, so that no public
work of importance should be under-
taken unless there was some reason-
able prospect of increase of population,
commerce, and revenugq. He (Hon.
Mr. Alexander) would be extremely
desirous that the resources of every
portion of the Dominion should be
developed in every possible way, but
thero was no population in the direc-
tion through which this line of rail-
road would pass, nor any immediate
prospect of that portion of the country
being utilized. li:le was really of opin-
ion that, with the heavy and serious
obligations resting upon us,—if we
wish to improve and enlarge our canals
—if we are really desirous of develop-
ing the resources of our vast territory,
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capable of supporting millions, such
an expenditure was most injudicious.
It we hope to carry out the great
works indispensably necessary to the
Dominion, how, he would ask, could
we hope to do so without a wise and
judious regard for the public expendi-
ture. :
Hon. M. SCOTT said the Govern-
ment had no objection to the motion.
He did not, however, propose to dis-
cuss the Government policy, in con-
nection with the Pacific Railway, on
this motion, as it had been thoroughly
discussed already. The scheme of a
mixed land and water means of com-
munication between Canada &nd the
Pacific coast was thoroughly discussed
at the last general election, the Hon.
Premier in his speech at Sarnia having,
he (Mr. Scott) believed, explained the
Ministerial policy on the subject. It
was with a view to avoiding an enor-
mous expenditure in the construction
of an all land line that the Govern-
ment decided upon utilizing the vast
bodies of water between western
Ontario and the Pacific slope. The
hon. mover opposite was quite aware
-that the policy of the late Administra-
tion was, to commence the railway on
a point south-east of Nipissing, :nd
build along the shore of that lake, and
along the north shores of Huron and
Superior, and that this was a very in-
hospitable region, probably the very
worst for agriculturists, although, per-
haps, possessing minerals in abund-
ance. A railway through this section
would, certainly, prove very costly.
The present Government did not,
therefore, desire to carry a railway
through this region. They rather felt
it their duty to husband the country’s
means and resources, by utilisin% in-
stead, the stretches of water. They
also considered it desirable, however,
to construct a branch to Georgian Bay,
to give access to that important point,
to the railways to the south and east,
to enable them to avail themselves
of the advantages of the Ministerial
policy. The Goverment, consequently,
took power under the Pacific Act, to
build those 85 miles between Nipissing
and Georgian Bay, intending, more-
over, to have this and the branch from
Fort Garry to Pembina constructed
immediate{. It was then supposed
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they could have the surveys completed
and all the preliminaries arranged for
procecding with those lines before the
present session. llowever, very seri-
ous delays had occurred as to the
Georgian Bay branch, the advertise-
ments for ten.lers for the construction
of which appearing only a short time
before the opening of Parliament.
Under these circumstances the Gov-
ernment decided the tenders submitted
should fall within the spirit of the
Pacific Ra‘lway Act. Though they
were not bound to come to Parliament,
and ask its approval of any action by
them in this matter, being desirous of
dealing with it in the spirit of that
Act, they desired that, as no contract
had been given out for the Georgian
Bay branch, they should submit the
tenders and contracts to the House of
Commons this session (hear, hear.)
Government would adopt the lowest
tender if the contractors could present
sufficient security for constructing the
road speedily and satisfactorily. He
(Mr. Scott) was rather surprised that
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Alexander)
should have indalged in the comments
uttered, hailing, as he did, from On-
tario. ~ He, doubtless, knew that the
region to be intersected was about the
best in that province not yet filled up
—that it possessed the most available
lands, and if the surveyors could be
believed, was capable of maintaining
millions. The country was well tim-
bered, well watered, and, altogether,
presented great attractions to settlers.
Till opened up, it was quite impossible
to attract settlers to it. But this was
simply a subsidiary idea in connection
with the subject. He thought the
hon. gentleman’s criticisms came with
a very bad grace under all the circum-
stances. He stated there were other
railways in Ontario going morthward
to Georgian Bay; but it he took the
map he would find that, so far as the
whole eastern portion of the Dominion
was concerned, the route proposed by
the Government was really the short-
esty the most direct from it to the Bay,
and from the latter to the Ottawa; and
it was admitted the construction of
this road, with the subsidy to be
granted a railway from Renfrew, or
Pembroke, to Nipissing, would give
direct communication with Lake Hu-.



43 Georgian Bay Branch
ron, to the people of Montreal, Quebec,
and the Lower Provinces, He thought
these were considerations of no trifling
importance. (Hear, hear.) .

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE, in French,
was understood to say he was some-
what startled by the Secretary of
State’s expression of surprise at the
remarks of the hon. member, consid-
ering he came from Ontario. He,
(Mr. Belleroge) feared the Govern-
ment might occacionally be too much
disposed to be influenced, or occupied
with the views and interests of On-
tario, to the disadvantage of those of
Quebec and the other Eastern Pro-
vinces. The feelings and interests of
all parts of the Dominion should re-
ceive their due consideration in mat-
ters of importance like the present.
The hon. gentleman went on 10 point
out that a road most direct or shortest
on the map often turned out to be
longest and costliest, by reason of na-
tural or topographical difficulties, and
he contended that this would be the
case as regards the route by the south
shore of the Ottawa to Nipissing. He
contended that the best line was that
by the north shore, in Quebec, the Mat-
tawa route, recommended by Shanly
and Legge, and the Government were
mistaken in their present impressions.
(The hon. gentleman’s remarks were
repeated by him in English at more
length, on the reappearance of the
Minister of Agriculture, on which
occasion he said): He was surprised
that a member, speaking in a Chamber
like this, should have uttered the re-
mark heard from the Secretary of
State. He had assured members that
this line was the shortest. The Pre-
mier had recently made the same
statement to a deputation from Que-
bec; but he was placed in an embar-
rassing position when he was shown
the report of Mr. Shanly, to the effect
that the South Shore line was longer
than that in the Province of Quebec,
by the Mattawa to the Georgian Bay,
by the North Shore. He hoped the
Ministry would yet correct their error.
He hoped the Ministers who repre-
sented Quebec and the Maritime Pro-
vinces, who had the same interest in
this matter as Quebec, would sve that
the shortest and most advantageous
line to unite us with the Pacific coast
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was chosen—the line possessing the
fewost difficulties. The question con-
cerned all the Provinces as well as
Ontario and Quebec, for if the shortest
route from the Pacific to the Atlantic
was not selected, the carrying trade of
the Great West would forever pass
from us to the United States. Our
object should be to attract and retain
this trade. He hoped the Ministerial
representatives of Quebec would not
neglect their duty in this matter. If
the majority of the Ministers from
Ontario should wish to sacrifice all to
Ontario, it was the duty of the others
to see that justice should be done to
the rest of the country. When the
construction of the Intercolonial was
a question, and when it was sought to
carry it by a different route, Sir
George Cartier, whose memory was
dear to Lower Canada, procured a fresh
survey, which changed the route that
had been adopted for the road. When
it was a question whether they should
take the present route, the most
reagsonable and most practicable, he
stated his position in the Government
upon the decision, and achicved his
object. :
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said the
hon. gentleman who had just spoken,
had advocated the case of a long route
a8 against ashort one. From a Lower
Canada point of view he (Mr. Letel-
lier) would naturally prefer the longer
route through this Province. But asa
member of the Federal Government,
representing the whole Dominion, he
and his colleagues could not look
upon such works from the merely pro-
vincial standpoint, but with that
larger vision comprehending the gen-
eral interest of the Dominion. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Bellerose) could
not have known the opinion of Sir
George Cartier as to this road, or he
would have acknowledged that, when
that road was first spoken of, the very
route now selected was that approved
of by the late baronet. We saw by the
plans made then, and by a comparison
of the routes, that had we adopted the
route even nearest the present, we
should have been far away therefrom
as to distance. In building railroads,
of course, we had to depend greatly
upon the reports of the engineers.
True, Mr. Shanly s name was quoted
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against that of the Government engin-
eer as to this proposed route, but he
did not know i? M‘;O Shanly had ever
assed over the line adopted by the
vernment. Certainly a route which
was mountainous, even if consid : ably
shorter than a more level route, would
prove more troublesome and expen-
sive, and one to be avoided. The sup-
sed superior advantages of the North
hore route should be demonstrated
before hostile criticisms were passed
upon the route Government had
chosen. He believed they were justi-
fied in" taking a different view from
that of the last speaker, and the 1e-
ports of the engineers to the Govern-
ment could not justify the adoption of
the line indicated by the last speaker.
Hon. M. BELLEROSE said he
seemed to have been misunderstood.
He had stated the projected route from
Georgian Bay to Renfrew was certain-
ly, geographically speaking,the shorter
route, and, if so, other considerations
apart, Government would have been
justified in choosing it. But he {(Mr.
B.) also asserted that there were reports
before us, from Messrs. Shanly and
Legge, shewing that, though geogra-
phically, it was shorter, in an engineer-
ing point of view, the other route, the
North Shore, by the Mattawa, was,
practically, the shorter by thirty to
forty miles. (Hear, hear, from Hon.
Mr.Campbell.) Hedid not care whether
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture hailed
from Quebec or Ontario. His (Mr.
Bellerose’s) object was to show by ar-
gument that the public good, the gen-
eral interest of all the Provinces,
required the choice of another route.
Whatever Sir George Cartier’s opinions
as to this Upper Ottawa route were, he
did not care. It was because he (Mr.
B.) had seen by a report that the Pre-
micr had selected the route from Ren-
frew to Georgian Bay, promising
Government assistance, that he appeal-
ed to Ministers from Quebec to do
something—not simply for the benefit
of Quebec in this matter, but for the
good of the whole Confederation. If
we did not adopt the shortest and best
line, the trade we might enjoy would
ass to the United States. (Hear,
ear,
HO)N. Mg. CAMPBELL said he did
not think the country clearly under-
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stood the object of the Government in
constructing this Georgian Bay and
Nipissing branch. For forty-five to
fifly miles they would be in the middle
of the forest, away from business and
settlements. He was quite at a loss to
know their object. The Secretary of
State said it was to connect Lake
Nipissing with a road the Government
posed to subsidise from Renfrew or
embroke to that point. But it did
not follow that, because Government
roposed to subsidise that road, it would
e built. That event would depend
upon the feeling of the money market,
and a hundred things over which Go-
vernment had no control whatever. In
the absence of the contemplated con-
tinuation eastwards, in what condition
would the country be with a branch on
its hands, constructed from a remote
point in the woods, and carried thence
to Georgian Bay? The scheme was
not in pursuance of the plan Govern-
ment originally adopted, which was a
a part land and water communica-
tion to British Columbia, or the Far
West ; and, as pointed out by the hon.
gentleman whe introduced the subject,
there were already railroads to Goor-
gian Bay. What object wounld a pas-
senger from the Far West, landed, for
example, at the mouth of French River,
or one of the points on Georgian Bay,
now in connection with different parts
of Ontario. gain by the proposed Go-
vernment road? Why should this
branch be constructed in the absence
of any means of getting away from
Nipissing when you reach there from
the West? The Government had no
assurance of the building of a road
eastward, for example, even in the
event of a subsidy. This proposed
branch was not a portion of tge essen-
tial line of communication with the
Far West. That from Thunder Bay to
Shebandowan was essential, adopting
the Government’s theory of a mixed
land and water route, as would be any
other section of a railway to navigable
water. It would be time enough to
construct the Georgian Bay branch if
the road from the Upper Ottawa to
Nipissing was commenced or nearly
completed. If Messrs. Shanly and
Legge had reported that the North
Shore branch, by the Mattawa, was
practically the shorter, then, apparent-
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ly, that was the road that ought to be
built. The opinion of such eminent
engineers ought to require some atten-
tion. He did hope the country would
not be involved in what seemed the
grave mistake ot building this branch
promised in advance of the extension
of proper connections from the Eastern
or Ottawa region. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. M&. SCOTT replied the Govegp-
ment would take very good care that
they proceeded pari passu—that their
line should not be constructed as an
isolated work in the wilderness. Con-
nections must be provided. He believed
a line by the north shore of the Ottuwa
was a certainty. Possib%it might be
carried up to Portage du Fort or Pem-
broke ; connections might be made
there or at some place considered more
advantageous. Government would look
after the public interest insuch arrange-
ments, and would see that connecting
lines had running powers over their
gubsidised lines. Care would also be
taken that the western sections had
eastern connections to Quebec. (Hear,
hear.)

Hon. Me. READ sgaid his hopes of
seeing the Pacific Railway were vanish-
ing; when he observed the money of
the country frittered on colonization
purposes it was time to speak out. If
those eighty-five miles of road were only
part of the Pacific Road proper, he
would not say an opposing word. Al-
ready there were three lines to the
Georgian Bay, and there was another
on the way. Was that not enough?
How was this branch to be used ? These
eighty-five miles would cost three or
four millions in a favourable locality ;
but more in such as the present. He
hoped Parliament would resist in every
way so useless an expenditure. Was
the country’s money to be spent build-
ing colonization roads like this, through
regions devoid of inhabitants? The
public money should only be spent on
necessary and promising enterprises.

Hon. MR. SKEAD said it appeared
to him that when anything came up
in this or the other branch of the Le-
gislature, favorable to the Ottawa sec-
tion, a number of gentlemen were sure
to oppose it. The Government were
not particular friends of his—(laugh-
ter)—yet he was bound to take note of
their policy and statement that the
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Georgian Bay branch would be built.
He saw a prospect of a connection with
railways to the eastward. He knew
arrangements were making to extend
the Canada Central to Pembroke. The
citizens of Ottawa would assist this en-
terprise. The Government had pro-
mised to subsidise some road—whether
this or another—to connect with the
Nipissing line, which would prove be-
neficial not only to Ottawa but to
Montreal and Quebec, as well as the
Maritime Provinces. He was not a lit-
tle astonished at the conduct of the hon.
member (Mr. Alexander) who, when
anything favoring his own Western sec-
tion arose, was sure to support it; but
anything benefitting the Eastern die-
trict, he was sure to oppose it. (Laugh-
ter.) His hon. friemf to his left (Mr.
Read) acted similarly. In this House
a proper view of such questions ought
to be taken. He would not like to see
this Government long in power (laugh-
ter), but while they were, he wished to
give them a fair trial and support. In
their course in this matter he thought
them right. He did not, however, like
the land and water scheme, available
for only five months in the year; but
if they could not get anything better,
let them have it. He did think hon.
gentlemen around him would have
taken a little larger view, and remem-
ber that the Dominion was not wholl

composed of Toronto and the district
west of it. What showed the import-
ance of the Ottawa district was the
number of nmew railroads nmow being
pushed from the frontier of Ontario into
the interior to catch its trade. Even
my friends, the late Governmenty had
not done right hy them in the matter
of this Pacific Railway. They had a
stipulation that the terminus should Be
at the southeast side of Nipissing. Now
he knew a little of that part of the
country, and could assure members if
there was any practicable route, it was
on the north shore of Lake Nipissing.
If we could not get the whole line by
land to Manitoba, let us obtain what we
could in patches. The time would
come when it would all be by land. Do
not, however, condemn the Government
for this attempt to give us a branch
to connect with roads eastward, which
would be many miles shorter than the
road round by the St. Lawrence. To-



49  Improvement of the  [FEBRUARY
ronto interests would always take care
of themselves. He hoped gentlemen
from that quarter would not be so
gelfish in future—~should not desire to
grasp everything for themselves at the
eﬁ;ense of the people to the eastward.
(Hear, hear, and a laugh.)

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE begged to
read an extract from Sir Wm. Logan’s
report upon the highest elevation of
the region to be intersected by the pro-
posed branch railway. This height
was 1441 feet above the level of the
sea. Mr. Legge had reported as tothe
North Shore on Mattawa route, that
the greatest elevation found was but
665 feet. This gentleman computed,
by the rules of engineering, the greater
distance, constituted by the greater
height o7 land on the south or Renfrew
side, at 25 miles.

Ho~n. Mr. LETELLIER said the
Question could not be fairly dealt with
till the papers were before the House,
but when produced, he was sure it
would be conceded the best route had
been adopted. :

The Motion was then agreed to.

IMPROVEMENT OF ST. PETER'S CANAL.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said it might
be considered superfluous on his part
to bring up a question already presert-
ed to the attention of the House by the
hon. member for Richmond. But he
(Mr. B.) considered the matter of no
ordinary importance, and thcught it
desirablc tc ascertain something about
the distribution of the plans for the en-
largement of this canal. Their object
was to procure the widening of its en-
trance, for the accommodation of ves-
sels of a larger class than those at pre-
sent usir. z it. Every year 600 or 700
vessels 0”’a small class pass through,
and 200 or 300 boats. The channel
might be made to afford depth for ves-
sels of the largest deseription. Yoar
after year large craft have attemptod
in vain to penetrate this canal. Now,
it was worth while to give members
from districts little acquainted with
Cape Breton an idea of this canal, and
the facilities for navigation it might be
made to afford. Lake Bras d'Or, to
which it led, contained 450 square miles,
its borders possessing, besides, its rich
mines of coal, gypsum, marble, iron

and other valuable minerals, the lake {
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itself abounding in fish. When this
canal was finished it would improve
the prospects of the Intercolonial Rail-
way through Cape Breton to connect
with the shortest ocean route, which is
Louisbourg, the landing wharf of’ Ame-
rica to and from Europe on the one
hand, and with the western railway
system on the other. The proposed
road would, to some extent, skirt
the canal and lake. The estimates
last year promised $75,000, out of
$260,000 provided for the entire work,
for a commencement., Heregretted to
see that $75,000 additional for this
year, or $150,000 altogether, for a be-
ginning was not set down in this year's
estimates, so that the work might he at
once entered upon.  As he mentioned
already, when Confederation was
brought before the people of Nova
Scotia, one of the grounds upon which
he supported it, as a member of their
Legislature, was that such contem-
plated works would be entered upon
at once by the Dominion, but they
found that, notwithstanding eight years
of Confederation, no public works of
importance in the Island of Cape Bre-
ton had yet been undertaken, though
small sums had been spont for works
of no importance. He trusted this im-
portant work would be entered ujon
shortly. The hon. gentleman here
quoted from a work published by a Mr.
Brown, a gentleman of scientific at-
tainments and who had contributed
valuable information on geology, who
was a friend of the late Sir Roderick
Murchison and Sir Charles Lyell; and
he mentioned these facts to show that
he was a high authority the following
passage upon the fine scenery of the
region under consideration. “From
the rugged promontory of Cape Dau-
Ehin to Cape North, the coast linc ex-

ibits stecp ascents covered with
scrubby spruce and pine, and rocky
precipices rising abruptly from the sea
to heights varying from 600 to 1,200
feet. Grand and very beautiful are
the gorges and ravines which, furrow
these hills aud precipices between St.
Ann's and Ingonish, where first the
golden rays of the rising sun light up
their recesses, and in an instant make
all clear and distinct which just before
was hid in the dark shades of twilight.
Equally grand and picturesque is the
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- red Syenitic escarpment of Smoky
Cape, -capped with the cloud, from
which it derives-its name, with many
lofty head-lands in the background,
and the peak of the Sugarloaf Mountain
Jjust peeping above the far distant hc ri-
zon. On the western coast, from Cape
St> Lawrence to Margarie, scenery of »
similar character occurs; but it is the
setting, not the rising sun, revesls all
its hidden beaunties.” As great igmno-
rance prevailed on this fine island, he
(Mr.-B.) would recommend his hon.
friends to read this book, which would
induce them, he whs certain, to visit
it, and which, as they would find, was
not only attractive on account of its
great resources, but possessing those
natural beauties rarely to be met with
on thiscontinent. The hon. gentloman
concluded by moving in accordance
with previous notice, that an humble
Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor General, praying that His
Excellency will eause-to be laid before
this House a copy of the report of Mr.
Perley, C.E, on the enlargement of
the St. Peter’s Canal. .
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER expressed
gome astonishment at the tong of the
- hon. gentleman just sat down. Forsix
years he was in office, and the hon.
gentleman beside him (Mr. Bourinet)
was constantly - asking money to
enlarge this canal;‘but mnothing was
done in' that time. "Suddenly, how-

ever, that he was in Opposition, his-

eyes were opened, and he saw the
value of this work at the moment the
present-Government were proposing a
vote for it. His Government neglected
the matter for years, while the moment
the present assumed office, it decided
to see to this improvement. The hon.
leader of the Opposition had dis-
covered very late the advantages and
wants of that region. The engineers
are now at work, and the improvement
will be effected as they recommend.
He agreed to the Motion. ,

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL admitted no
actual work "was done by the late
Government in this direction, but it
was but fair to say they sent down: an
engineer to examine into_ the possi-
bility of enlarging the canal. Difficul-
-ties in the way were reported, owing
to the character of the stone forming
the banks of the canal, and it was
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found necessary to examine into that
‘matter before asking the Legislature
for money. So thehon. gentleman was
mistaken in saying wothing was done.
He (Mr. C.) presumed it was upon the
report of Mr. Perley, the engineer
mentioned, that the present Govern-
ment were about to take action. But,
from whatever party action came,
with a view to this improvement, he
(Mr. C.) should be very glad, and he
~hoped his hon. friends would be glad to
see the work accomplished-—one that
would give such great facilities to the
trade of the country. - (Hear, hear.)
Hon. Mr. MILLER was happy to
find the interest shown by the leaders
of the Government and Opposition in
the St. Peter’s Canal.. He was glad to
find that they were both now alive to
the importance of finishing the canal,
and he believed he had contributed
something by his, advocacy of the
meagure during the last few years to
roduce that result. He had frequent-
y brought the question before Parlia-
ment, and would continue to do so
until the end desired was attained.
His hon. friend from Cape Breton had
always been an advocate of every
measure that might promote the pros-
perity of the Island, and he was glad
to see him discussing the question. He
wus also rauch pleased to find the able
advocacy of the hon. leader of the
Opposition enlisted on their side ; as he
had visited the canal a few years ago,
and could speak from personal ex-
perience, his remarks were entitled to
special weight. The late Government
had sent an engineer to inspect the
canal and make 4 report as to required
improvements, but shortly afterwards
they went out of office. He (Mr.
Miller) was well pleased now to find
that the present Government were
determined to forward the work, and
he was satisfied with the assurance his
hon. friend (Hon. Mr. Letellier de St.
Just) had given him a few days ago as
to the intention of the Government.
He trusted there would be no further
 unnecessary delay. Many hon. mem-
bers from the Upper Provinces did not
realize the importance of many of the
public works in the maritime provin-
ces. A visit to the sea side wouid,
perhaps, do as much for some of them
| 88 it had done for the hon. gentleman.
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(Mr. Campbell) who had so truly
spoken of the great resources of Cape

eton, and the value of that country

. to the Dominion. If moreintercourse
existed there would be far better
opportunity for -the people of the
western provinces to know and appre-
ciate the resources of the east. (Hear,
hear.) Cape Breton had, so far, been
altogether overlooked in regard to its
public works, because, perhaps, it had
not made itself as troublesome as other
portions of the Dominion. Having
spoken so recently on this subject, he
_was not now disposed to enter into any
discussion of the claims of the Island
in this Parliament in the promotion of
such undertakings. But he congratu-
lated the people of that section of
Nova Scotia upon the favorable ex-
pression of opinion on all sides in
reforence to a subject in which he had
always taken a deep interest; and he
bolieved the action taken by the
Government’ in the matter would be
such as the wants of the inhabitants
and the general interests of trade and
commerce imperatively demanded.
' The Motion was then carried.

RESIGNATIONS, DISMISSALS, &C.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH, in accord-
ance with previous Notice of Motion,
moved the following :—

That an humble iddress be present-
ed to His Excellency the Governor
General, praying that His Excellency
will cause to be laid before this
House cnpies of all a pointments
to, and resignations and - dismissals
from, office in the County of Lunen-
burg, Nova Scotia, since 1st October
1873, as well as all letters, petitions,
or other papers or correspondence re-
lat_xve, or in conuection with said a
pointments, resignations and dismissals
and appointments of successors.

. He continued to say that ‘his object
in asking for the papers was ‘to bring
to the notice of the }I)Iouse -the unwor-
thy and discreditable action of the pre-
_ sent Government in ejecting from office

several persons in Lunenburg, N.S.,
a‘pmpomted by the late Government,
about the 20th October, 1873, being
previous to the notice of want of confi-
dence of that Government being placed
on the table of the House of Commons,

and to obtain such an expression from-
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this House a8 the conduct of the Gov-
ernment merited. He did not seek to
B:'ovoke discussion now, but simply to

y sufficient ground for the present
motion, and upon the papers coming
down, and the facts developed, to base
1 proper censure upon the Government.
He . felt that no alternative was left
him in this matter ; it was but a duty
he owed to the men so grievously in-
Jjured, to Parliament and the country,
.that these cases should be known, and
redress had if possible. The first was,
the keeper appointed to the new light
on Green Island—the situation was ac-
cepted, vessel chartered, provisions and

Dismissals, &e.

- furniture for self and family on board,

and every prepsration made by the
officer, Mr. Schwartz, to get to the
island as soon as a chance was offered
to land on it. Whilst thus waiting for
weeks for that opportunity, he received
a letter from the member of the county
advising him not to venture to take
charge of the light, as he would be dis-
missed—that the Government, or the
leader of it, had given him that pro-
mise. Soon after that,-that officer re-
ceived a letter from the Marine and
Fishery Department, to know if he in-
tended taking possession of the light,
to which he made reply, explaining
the reasons for the delay, and statin

the nature of the letter he receiv

from the member for the county. No
answer was returned him, but another
party was appointed lighthouse keap-
er. This matter would have been
noticed during last session, had this
House not been assured by the declara-
tion then made on the floor of this
hon. House, by the Minister of Agri-
culture, “ that the Government. would
not thereafter remove any officer ex-
cept for misconduct, incapacity or other
just cause.” (Hear, hear.) No hon.
gentleman who heard that declaration
could have taken it for less than a pro-
gounding of the future policy of the
Government. - (Hear, hear.) He was
convinced that the hon. member from
Prince Edward Island would not have
withdrawn his resolutions, implying
censure on the Goverpment for dis-
missals, had it not been for that decla-
ration -of ‘the Government. (Hear,
hear.) He believed the hon gentleman
" from the Island had done good service

to the Government, had strengthened
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its hands against undue pressure, and
that so long as the country sustained
the Government, each man holdin
office was assured that he was protect-
ed by the Fovernment from all undue
pressure by political partizans. His
faith in the moral strength of the Gov-
ernment in this respect had been de-
stroyed, the Government had violated
its pledges and policy, and could not
possibly justify the dismissal from
office of Mr. Morash, Protective Officer,
and Capt. Young, Shipping Master of
the Port of Lunenburg. Mr. Morash,
an cfficient officer, whose word, honour,
vigilance and fearless discharge of duty,
were such as to deter smuggling and
smugglers, was dismissed through the
Customs officer in May last, without
previous notice, or cause assigned, or
payment of salary to time of ejection
from office. Had this officer been less
sober, honestand independent, the Gov-
ernment would not have been forced to
dismiss him. His dismissal has not
only been injudicious and hurtful to
the public interests, but to the revenue
of the port. Capt. Young was also
dismissed without notice or cause as-
signed, in October last, having been in
office one year, faithfully doing his
duty, striving to make all parties con-
form to the provisions of the Shipping
Act, and making his quarterly reports
to the head of his department. No man
of that part stands higher in his posi-
tion than he (Capt. Young.) He had
done service to his country, and to the
cause of humanity, that might have
secured him lasting honour, had he
sought it. When the Indian, of the
Allan line of steamers, foundered on
the sunken reef near the Gut of Canso,
Capt. Young, regardless of self and the
safety of his vessel and cargo (other
vessels fearing to approach), rescued
the greater part of the steamer’s passen-
gers and crew. In doing so he sacri-
ficed his own ve-Bcl und the charter,
amounting to §7.000. When the papers
will be submitted to the House he
hoped to show clearly the tyranny
practisel over that officer, how he wax
ignored by the officer of Customs, who
knowingly violated the law, clearing
vessels, without having the necessary
certiticates from Capt. Young, of shi
ment of crews—-wgo grasped at the
shipping office and now holds it, in
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connection with his own office, with
the additional fees and emoluments,
the Government mnot venturing to ap-
point any other person to the office,
and having been made awa'e of the
conduct of the Customs officer. The
Government struggled long against
ejecting Capt. Young, but at length
ignobly yielded to the presture, per-
haps indirect pressure, used by a mer-
chant of the port, who threatened
annihilation of the representative and
the Government if his will were not
obeyed, and who had violated the
laws time and again, allowing and
directing his vessels to go to sea and
return without legal shipment or dis-
charge of crews, by the shipping master
(Capt. Youny), and whowas again and
again fined for such offences. He (Hon.
Mr. Kaulbach) concluded by saying
that he had already fully shown sufh-
cient cause why the papers should be
submitted, and he was prepared to
charge home the wrong and injustice
done to the ejected and the country,
and would be prepared, at the proper
time, and if necessary, to ask hon. gen-
tlemen whether the vows made by
Government last session had been vio-
lated ; but yet he had some hope that
the Government, on . reviewinrg its ac-
tion, and as it yet had the ability, might
uphold its dignity, and with becoming
grace restore to office the men so im-
properly dismissed.

oN. Mr. BOURINOT seconded the
Motion of the Hon. Mr. KAULBACH.

H:~. Mr. SCOTT had no objection
to the motion, but the hon. gentleman
had in his notice given no clue to his
motives. He (Mr. Scott) had taken
some notes of his observations. He
had made reference to these particular
cases; but his references were of such
a character as not to admit of an
immediate reply. He therefore thought
it better to wait until the papers came
down to the House.

Ilon. Mgr. SCOTT moved, seconded
by Hon. Mr. HAMILTON, that tho
Hon. Mr. Fabre be relieved from fur-
ther attendance on the Committce ap-
pointed to examine and report upon the
contingent accounts of the Senate for
the present Session, and the Hon. Mr.
Wilmot be appointed in his stead.
Upon this Motion being put and
carried,
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved, seconded
by Hox. Me. HAMILTON, that the
Hon Mr." Hamilton be relieved from
further attendance on the Joint Com-
mittee of the Senate and House of
Commons on the Printing of Parlia-
ment, and that the Hon. Mr. Fabre be
appointed in his stead. )
Upon this Motion being carried, it
was ordered that the foregoing Resolu-
tion be commanicated to the House of
Commons by one of the Masters in
Chancery.
BILL TO AMEND INTERPRETATION ACT.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT presented a bill
intituled *“An Act to amend 1he
Interpretation Act, as rvespects the
Printing  and Distribution  of the
Statutes, and the Territorial applica-
tion of Acts amending previous Acts.”

This bill was, upon motion, read o
first time; to be read a second time on
Friday next. :

The House then adjourned.

Thursday, February 18, 1875.

DOMINION STATISTICS.

After routine,

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved that a
Select Committee be appointed to en-
quire and report as to the best mode
of improving the system of obtaining
and publishing statistical information
throughout the Dominion; that the
said Committtee have power to send
for persons, papers and records, and
that it shall consist of Hon. Messrs.
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I benefit they were got up.

Letellier, Campbell, Carral, Fabre, |

Girard, McMaster, Miller, Montgomery,
Odell, Penny, Ryan, Simpson, Trudel
and the mover. The hon. gentleman
said that the importance of obtaining
reliable statistical returns in regard to
the industrial, financial, commercial,
agricultural, manufacturing and sani-
tary progress of the Dominion could
harc!ly be overrated ; and without
casting any roproach on any Govern-
ment, past or present, it was impos-
sible 10 deny that there was room for a
very great improvement in this depart-
ment of the public service. It could
In no way be regarded as satisfactory
that the enumeration of the people
taken in 1871 was not yet fully pub-
lished. (Hear, hear.) The value of
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the census was comparatively of little
moment when four years were con-
sumed in compiling and printing the
returns; indeed it was difficult to
obtain public attention to facts and
figures xo far back, and that had
already been so much affected by the
progress of the country. The trade
and navigation returns of the Domin-
ion, which were so valuable to all men
of business, were not, he thought, got
up in that condensed and clear style
that would enable them to be easily
mastered by the parties for whose
The mor-
tality returns were admittedly of very
little valne—thoungh the highest inter-
ests of the Dominion demanded that
they should be accurately and fully
obtained.  And as to the industrial ard
commercial returns of the severai
Provinces, it was not to be denied th «
reform  was urgently demanc2d
throughout the whole of them. It
was true that great difficulty had been
found in getting the several Provinces
to unite on a uniform system, that
would make the whole returns, when
compiled, of interest and value; but
some way could certainly be found of
overcoming this obstacle. On the
whole he thought that it might prove
very advantageous to have the entire
subject of our national statistics the-
roughly investigated by a Committee,
with the view of making suggestions
towards the establishment of a more
reliable and useful system than that
we how possessed.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER had no
objection to the appointment of a Com-
mittee or to the names of the hon.
gentlemen who were to comprise it.
It was one of those questions which
must come under the consideration of
the House. With reference to the
consus, which had met with some
objections at the hands of the hon.
gentleman, he would say that it would
have been very hard work ndeed for
those who had it in charge to have
improved upon it; but he believed
that when the report was mado it
would be astep in the right divection,
and a large improvement on the census
that had been taken before Confedera-
tion. Some defects might be found,
but those defects, after careful con-
sideration and study by those who
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wore well acquainted with the opera- | had in New Brunswick some muniei-

tions of its svstem, both abroad and |
at home, wonld be corrected, and he ‘\. very few counties,
certainly conzidered that the steps

proposel to be adopted in the matter
would enable the census to be taken in
a shorter period, and bring the statis-
ties more up to a correet standard than
they were at present.  As to the regis-
tration of births, marringes  and
deaths, they were placed in a very
awkward position, ax the Local and
the Federal Governments had cach
their own peculiar jurisdiction. If]
however, the local {egislatures were
willing to wnite with the Federal
Government, a =cheme of legislation
with all the Provinces might be tframed,
which might work very well. But
they would have to consider what
means could be adopted to bring such
a harmonious accord hetween the
Piovinces and the Federal Govern-
ment, or to create a general represen-
tation for the Dominion. It would be
extremely beneficial if full reliable
statistics could be obtained, upon which
every class, cvery interest in the
community could rely to base their
vbservations. The principle difficulty
of registration would be that of the
difference in lreal standing which
existed between different Provinces.
In the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec it would be casy to obtain the
authority by which these statistics
could be taken, but it was not the
same with British Columbis and Prince
Edward Island, where no municipal
Government had been established. A
general mode of registration might be
adopted for the greater part of the
Confederation; but they must have a
ditterent one for the small Provinces.
where there were no municipal insti-
tutions to carry out the necessary
details. He approved of the motion
before the House, and would be very
happy if the hon. gentlemen who were
appointed on the Committee should be
guccessful in their etforts to secare to
this Dominion full information for -a
basis on which such a system could be

erected as woull meet the wants of

all.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT thought the
Minister of Agriculture had made a
mistake with regard to the municipal
laws of the Lower Provinces. They

pal incorporations, although in buv
It would be ex-
ceedingly desirable that the mode of
taking the statistics throughout the
Dominion and the ditferent provinces
should be put upon some plan by
which we could get some approximate
idea as to what the true state of things
was. A celebrated statesman once
remarked that nothing was more falla-
cious  than figures except fhacts, it
depended upon how facts and tigures
were placed, ax to whether they told
the truth or not, and he thought there
was a good deal of fallacy about some
ot the means at present adopted for
the collection of statistics, and he
hoped some better method would be
the result of the labors of the Com-

_mittee.

Hox. Mr. BELLEROSE would not
oppose the motion. But he reminded
the hon. mover that they would seek in
vain a better or a surer system than
that which they had at present. in hix
Province, and he hoped that instead of
endeavoring to erect a suver system on
the ruins of the old, they would res-
pect the usages of the Province of
Quebee, and would change nothing.
He hoped the hon. member who had
made the motion would have no objec-
tion if the name of Mr. Trudel be
added to the Committee.

Hox. Mr. RYAN rose to give a
warm support to the proposition of his
hon. friend. The importance of statis-
tics was hardly realized as yet in the
Dominion, but whenever that import-
ance was recognized and a correct
method was employed. it wonld contri-
bute largely to the benetit of the coun-
try.  In no country were statisties so
well ascertained as in Great Britain.
He held in his hand a very valuable
paumphlet, “The Agricaltural Returns
of Great Britain, with Abstract Returns
for the United Kingdom, British Pos-
sessions, and Toreien Countries, for
18747  In g¢lancing over it he had
been much struck with the following
remarks which showed how far behind
other countries we were in the science
of statistics, Under the head of * Re-
turns for British Possessions,” were the
following remarks:—*Tables to show
the extent of the agricultural resources
of varijons British possessions are given
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after those for Great Britain to the

latest dates for which official returns

have reached this Department. The
absence of official retwns for Canada
is still to be regretted. The yicld of
wheat in that colony at the date of the
last return in 1868 was 4,500,000 quay-
ters. It does not appear by the export
returns that there has been any mater-
ial increase in the quantities of wheat
that Canada has had to spare to other
countries.” 1le (Mr. Ryan) would be
very sorry if we should be behind auy
of the colonies in our statistics, a state
of things which would lower us in the
opinion ot the mother country, and
which would not tend to promote what
they wauted, emigration. In answer
to a question from an hon. member as
to the date of publication of these ve-
marks, ho said that it was a veturn for
1874. He had the good fortune to
know the gentleman to whom they
owed the report, who was a distin-
guished member of the Depurtment of
the Board of Trade. The veport says,
further: “The progress of agriculture
can be better traced in the Australian
Colonies, for which annual returns are
published. These show a progressive
increase of the cultivation in Australia
of the various kinds of crops.” Why
should not they have the annual re-
turns of the various crops? They had
them in Australia, and they were pub-
lished in the pamphlet, which he could
confidently recommend as an admir-
able guide. It went very much into
details, an:d was exceedingly interest-
ing. They could sce the importance
of statistics when they perceived that
a judgment of the progress of a coun-
try was formed by its official returns,
and the best thing they could do would
be to give their hearty support to the
motion before them.

Hox. Mg. MILLER, who strongly
tavored the appointment ot a Commit-
tee, suggested that the name of the
hon. gentleman who had given such
valuable information on the subject of
the motion, should be added to the
list.

Hon. Mr. WARK thought that the
quotation of the hon. member, and the
observations which had been made as o
the necessity of more accurate and fre-
quent calculations of statistics,could not
but be admitted to be very important.
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They had not the facilities in the Do-
minion which they had in older coun-
tries for collecting information, but
much more might be doue than had
beeu done. Ile thought that these sta-
tistics could be generally collected by
agricultural societies, although not per-
haps with such accuracy. Lt was by
means of the police thut the returns
were collected in Ireland. They return-
ed the number of acres of particular
crops, estimated the value of the crop,
and such a plan must be of vast impor-
tance to the merchants of' this country
to know what the probable wheat crop
would be, or the probable amount of
lumber going to the mariket; but it
must be of still greater importance to
our customers in other countries to
know what would be the probable
amount of grain,ete., in our markets,
in order that they might be uble to form
some estimate us to the best means of
supplying their own.  There had been
some remarks made about valuation.
He was glad to say that the Govern-
ment of New Brunswick had done some-
thing towards the acquirement of a uni-
versal valuation throughout the whole
Provinee. The want of uniformity in-
variably led to a want of accuracy.
There was a great oversight in the cen-
sus, which would very much decreasc its
value when pablished, and that was that
while the quantity of wheat raised wis
specitied, the number of acres on which
it was vaised was not.  One man, for
example, might raixe one hundred and
:mot.h'er only ninety bushels of wheat;
but if the acreage on which the wheat
is raised is not given, how could a pro-
per estimate of the value of the land be
given. At the first sight the raiser of
the one hundred bushels might Le con-
sidered the most successful, but if it
turned out on enquiry that the ninety
bushels had been raised on onc-third
the acreage of the one hundred bushels,
the settler would have no hesitation in
declaring his preference for the land
where he could raise thirty bushels an
acre over that where he could only raise
twenty. Indeed, if any two things
ought to be combined to give a correct
result surely it ought to be the amount
of the crop and of the acreage, so that
you may not only tell what a man raises,
but the amount of land on which he
raises it. The hon, gentleman conclud-
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ed by saying he should be happy to see
the Committee commence its labors as
soon as possible, and hoped they would
be attended with beneficial results.

Hon, Mr. SMITH thought there was
a simpler method of obtaining the re-
salt than the one proposed, and sug-
gested that each township should give
the necessary information to the war-
den, and the warden could transmit that
information to the Government. e
thought that by that means they could
get very simply, and without any great
trouble, that which he did not think the
societies spoken of would do. They
would say it was not their business,while
if this Act compelled each Province to
give its returns there would be no trou-
ble about the matter at all.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST denied that they had the power
to do this. They could not doanything
of that nature unless the local powers
would unite with them in the enter-
prise, but without that they would be
unable to doit. Ar to his hon. fyiend’s
remark about the acreage not being
given when this census was taken, he
would say that this census had been
tiken in December, 1871, and was a
great improvement on all the census
that had been taken up to that
time, and was, indeed, reliable in the
majority of instances. To organize bo-
dies for such a purpose required a great
deal of energy, skill and talent on the
Eart of these who had to doit. It was

¥ no means an easy task.

The motion was then carried, with
the names of the Hon. Messrs. Trudel,
Ryan, and Simpson added to the Com-
mittee.

DIVORCE BILL.

Hox. Ma. VIDAL introduced a bill
for the relief of Henry William Peter-
son, and moved, seconded by Hox. Mz.
AIKINS, that it be read a seeond time
on the 1st day of March next.

PRINTING COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSOXN moved that the
gecond report of the Joint Committee
of both Houses on printing be taken
into consideration on Monday. Carried.

Also that the third report of the
same Committee on the printing of the
Hansard, be taken into cousideration
on Monday next. Carried.
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BANKING AND COMMERCE.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST moved that the Hon. Mr. Brown
be added to the Committec on Banking,
Commerce and Railways. Carried.

RE-ADJUSTMENT OF SALARIES.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST then rose, and referring to the
suggestion made by the Hon. Mr. Camp-
bell, that the report of the Committee
appointed to re-adjust the salaries of
the officers of the House should be re-
ferred to the Committee of Contingen-
cies, suid that there was certainly no
need for such a reference. The re-
adjustment of the salaries of which the
hon. gentlemzn complained, has becn
made in perfect accordance with the
power granted by the House for that
purpose, and he could not see why the
hon. member should wish to have the
matter referred to Committee. He
thought it would be far better for the
hon. gentleman to follow in this in-
stance what he followed when he was
in power, The gentleman must be
responsible for the patronage which it
conferred, and while the House was
willing to confer on some of the mem-
bers of this House the power of ex-
amining the salaries of the servants of
the House, he could not see why a Com-
mittee should be appointed to examine
the action of the examiners, unless of
course anything beyond the power con-
signed to themn had been attempted.
He would bring to the recollection of
the hon. leader of the Opposition what
he had done in connection with his two
colleagues and the Speaker of the
House, when he was in power, how he
had added to the salaries of the then
officeis, and not only that he could
show the hon. gentleman his own sig-
nature in which he acknowledged hav-
ing created several new offices. The
report was made to the ITouse on the
5th of March, 1873, but the Opposi-
tion, considering there was a certain
due patronage to be exercised vy the
Government, made no objections. What
did thoy want to appoint this Commit-
tee for, except for the purpose of cast-
ing reflections on the hon. members of
the Government. They had been au-
thorized bv tho House to re-adjust the
salaries of its servants, to put them on
the same footing and make them cor-
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respond with those of the other Cham-
ber. Such a question as this ought not
to he made one of the little purty ques-
tions to give a slap in the face to the
Speaker of House or any of its hon.
members, All that he would ask from

the House was that they would con- !

sider the matter carefully, and in the
same way that they had considerel it
in 1873, and not to try and make out
that the Cormmitice had passed the
limits assigned to it. Let them have
the same tair play which had been
accorded to the former Government.
They asked no move. If the hon. gentle-
man was willing to give them the same
fair play they were all right. They
weee in a bettor position, for they had
ereated no new offi -es, but only tilled
vieacies and re-adjusted the salavies,
Ile know that a smail stic had been
made about it, but he believed that
waen it was seen that powers had been
given to the Commitlee to revise the
salaries, it would uiso be seen that they
had acted according to the rales of the
House, and he would move that the re-
port be yeferrel to the Committee on
(/Ol)tmgcncies,

ifoN. Mr. CAMPBELL—Is the hon.
gentleman going to move now ?

oy, Mw. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST—XNot now.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL was surprised
at the manner in which the question
had been Lrought hefore the House.
There was not the slightest disposition
on his part to attack the Government
or anybody else, but a day or two atter

the mceting of the Iouse & motion was

made for the appointment of the Com-

mittee on Contingencie:, and his friend |

behind him rather declined to join, as
he alleged that something had heen
done during recess, of whieh he did not
approve. lIfe did not wish to make any
attack upon any member of the Govern-
ment, but he maintained, and proposed
to maintain, the full power and right of
this House to overlook the appoint-
ments of the House, and he would do
his best to prevent the Government
from assuming that power. He would
affirm thet right and deny that power
mo:'-t‘dmtinctly. He made no attack on
the (rO\: rament, and the hon. Minister
of Agrict ture made a most unneces-
sary attack upon him, and had con-
trastgd hi:. conduct in committee three
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| years ago with his own. He (Mr. Camp-

bell) made no such contrast, but for the
| purpose of making an attack upon him,
the Minister of Agriculture said that
the report under consideration made
much less change in the establishment
of the House than the one he (Mr.Camp-
{ bell) had made, and that he (Mr. Camp-
bell) had changed three offices and
created three new officers. But the hon.
gentleman was utterly mistaken, and
he was surprised that he had fallen into
such an error. From the desire of mak-
ing an attack upon him, it seemed that
lie had not paid that attention to de-
tuils which he ought to have done Le-
fore making the attack. The hon. gen-
tleman had accused him (M:.Campbell)
of ereating new offices, mesning therq-
by that the titles of secon. lLinglish
clerk, third English clerk, and short-
hand writer were new. DBut they ap-
pointed none to otlice. The second Eng-
lish clerikc was appointed by this House
in 1868, while they were speaking of
1873. Mr. John George Bourinot, the
son of his friend, the loss of whose ser-
vices to the House he could not but re-
gret, was appointed in 1869 as third
English clerk and shorthand writer.
Messrs. Le Moine and Miller were also
appointed about the same time. Ali
that he and his colleagues had dons
was to give them new titles, and he
would ask the House whether this was
not a partofthe duty assigned to them,
They found these gentlemen in office,
- and as it was part of their duty to dis-
- tribute the labours of the Ilouse, they
~gave these gentlemen certain labours
s to perform. Al that they did was to

[ arrange their duties and change the
name of their office. In the present
2ase, however, three new officers had
been appointed, and in making these
appointments they had entirely gone
beyond the scope contained in the plan
contained in the resolution passed last
session, which was simply to provide
for the readjustment of salaries, but
gave no authority whatever to appoint
two new officers and one new servant
to the House. No such power had
been entrusted to the Committee. He
would have said nothing about it, how-
ever, if the Hon. Minister of Agricul-
ture had not thus stepped out of his
way to make an attack upon him. Had
| the hon. gentleman obtained right in-
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formation on the subject he would have
saved the trouble of making such an at-
tack, and he (Mr Campti)ell) would
have been saved the pain—for it was a
pain—of receiving it. The scale adopt-
ed might be just; he had not seen it.
He would have been disposed to believe
that what they had done had been fair
and reasonable, and his first action
would have been to sappert the action
of that Committee, and in all probabi-
lity he would have supported it; but
he desired, and many of the members
of the House also desired, to see the
matter brought before the Committee
of Contingencies, that it might be dis-
cussed there. He hoped- it would go
there, and if tho hon. gentleman did
not make the motion himselfat an early
date, he should take it upon himself to
do so.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER had the hon.
gentleman’s own signature showing
that three néw offices had been created
for those gentlemen. Had he any right
or any permission from the House to
create these offices 7 He saw positive-
ly that he had none whatever.” 1t was
contrary to the order and instructions
which he had received from the House
in the resolution passed by them, They
were entiticd to increase the salaries,
but had no authority to confer new
titles. The houn. gentleman complainel
that they were bringing a chargs
aguinst him. % was not so at all.
he had been willing to have let the
matter stand, and to have acted as fuirly
towards the Government as they had
acted towards him and bis collengues
in the past, nothing would have been
said, but since he had forced it upon
the attention of the House he surely
could not blame him (the speaker) tor
the steps he had taken. Instead of op-
posing insuch a manner, the hon. leader
ot the Opposition ought to help the Go-
vernment to carry out the affairs of the
House. As to the stutement which had
been made, that the power did not be-
longto the Senate, he denied it entirely,
It did belong to them, and he would al-
ways uphold the rights of the Senate.

Hon. Mr.CAMPBELL~I give notice
that I will move on Monday that the
matter be referred to the Committee on
Contingencies.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER—The hon.
gentleman need not do that. Let him
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but show a fair spirit towards us, and
he will see that we will bring the mo-
tion forward.

Hox. MR.CAMPBELL—I have given
notice that I will move on Monday.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER—Your mo-
tion will be perhaps too late.

After the adjournment of two Dbills,
which were not ready, to a later day,

" Hon. Mr. LETELLIER told the
Houso that when he had professed his
willingn ss to move at an early date he
did not think that the leader of the Op-

osition would take the matter out of

is hands. He would, therefore, give
notice that he would make the neces-
sary motion to-morrow.

On the motion of Hon. Mr. LETEL-
LIER, seconded by Hon. Mr. SCOTT,
the House adjourned at ten minutes
past four, r.u.

Friday, February 19, 1875.
STATISTICS COMMITTEE.

After routine,

Hon. Mr. BROWN ypresented the
first report of the Commitice on Statis-
ties, which contained a suguwestion that
the quorum be reduced to tive, and
that leave be granted to the Committee
to sit on Saturdays. Adopted.

MARINE ELECTRIO TELEGRAPHS.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said it was un-
necessary to press his motion for copies
of all despatches received to and from
the Right Hou. Secretary of Sltate,
relative to the bill passed and reserved
for the signitication of Her Majesty's
pleasure during the last Session, enti-
tled “An Act to regulate the Con-
struction and Maintenance of Marine
Electric Telegraphs,” and itsallowance
or disallowance, as well as of any
reports of the Honorable the Minister
of Justice in reference thereto, prior
or subsequent to the said Aect s0
reserved, as the despatches referred to
had since been laid on the Tavle, and
the hon. Secretary of State had had
the kindness to send the report of the
hon. Minister of Justice, the other
report referred to in the motion, and
he would therefore ask the House that

| it might be withdrawn. Withdrawn.
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READJUSTMENT OF SBALARIES.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST 'moved that the report of the
Senators appointed last Session on the
readjustment of salaries, be referred to
the Committee on Contingent Accounts
Carried. :

DISCUSSION ON OOMPANY ﬁILLS.

Hon. MR. ALLAN said that the

Hon. Mr. Campbell had requested him
in his absence, if the bill were printed,
to undertake the second ieading of the
Canadian Gas Lighting Company In-
corporation Bill.  This bill was simply
to incorporate certain parties as a Gas
Lighting Company. The camtal was
rated at $300,020, und the shares were
$1,000 each. -The bill centained the
usual provisions, and he proposed to
refer 1t to the Committee on Private
Bills. : :
Hon. Mz. BOTSFORD .asked the
hon. gentleman why this bill should
be brought before the Dominign
Parliament. 1t seemed to him one of
those questions which ought not to be
brought before them, but before a
Local Li%i:lature.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN said it would be
remombered that this matter had been
up before, that the bill had passed the
Committee on Standing Orlers, and no
objection had then been made to it on
that ground, though he believed avery
strong desire had been expressed by
tho Chairman and other members of
the Committee that they should
endeavour to get some general rule to
guide them™in their dealings with
gimilar bills.

Hon. Mz, PENNY—Am I to un-
fler_stand that this has been brought in
in any other guise than asa private bill?

An hon. Member—Yeg,

Hon. MR. PENNY—Then it will
save $200. It is certainly as much a
private bill as any of the others.

doN. Mr. SCOTT—Ob, yes, it’s a
private bill. . )

Hon. Mr. PENNY did. not wish to
raise any objection at this stago, but it
seemed to be an extraordinary thing
that while they hud gas companies
from all parts of the Dominion who
went to local legislatures to get their
Acts passed, they shouid have one here
seeking incorporation from the Do-
minion Parliament, on the ground
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that their business was tc be carried
on in all of the Provinces. -

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE~I rise to
a point of Order. The bill is not .
printed in both languages. It will be
botter then to waive the reading till
next Monday. :

Hon, Mr. MILLER remarked, with
regard to the point raised by the hon.
member at the head of the room, (Mr.
Botsinrd) there could be no doubt at
all that the parties applying for this
Lill might attain their object by local
legislation. If the object of the potit
tioners was simply to carry on their
business in ome Province, that object
would be easily attained by the passing
in the Legisluture of that Provinece of
such a bill as that hefore the House,

| but if, on the other hand, it was in-

tended to carry on their operations all
over the Dominion, then it must be
perceived that a great deal of trouble
would be saved by a general act of in-
corporation. Itwas the opinion of the
Compmittee and the House, he believed,
that when a good object like the pre-
sent wasin view it was really theinten-
tion of the company, he understood, to
carry out their operations all over the
Dominion the petition should be
granted. vl

Hon. Mr. PENNY—Every local
company will soon profess the same
intention.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said it had -been
discussed how that could be avoided..
It had been suggested that it would
be well to insert a clause in these bills
which should provide that the powers
granted by the bill would cease unless
it was really the intention of the par-
ties, and the result would soon declare,
to carry on operations over the whole
Doninion. -

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said the bill
asked for rights not for one single
Province but for the whole Dominion.
They could not therefore go to a Local
Legislature for such & power. It could
only be granted by the Dominion Par-
liament, '

Hox. Mr. DICKEY differed from
the Honorable Minister of Agricutture,
and to his mind the reason that he had
given pointed to a different conclusion.
The petition extepded all .over the
Dominion by virtue of its powers.
| All that was wanted was an Act of




71

incorporation anywhere, and his opin-
ion, an opinion not embraced for the
first time, was that when a company
was incorporated in one Province it
was incorporated in all, and had legal
power to carry out its business all over
the Dominion. Indeed, it was contended
by some that parties incorporated out
of the Dominion might legally bring
suits and recover in it. He, therefore,
could not understand because parties
merely wanted to exercise a right
vwhich was in the gift of every Legis-
lature, why they should come to the
Dominion ' Parliament. Where the
difficulty arose was in the practice of
the Private Bills Committee; he was
throwing no reflection on the Chair-
man of that Committee, whom he be-
lioved had only been Chairman of it for
-a& short time. All that was necessary
for a party wishing for incorporation
here was to profess the intention of
carrying out the operations of the com-
pany all over the Dominion, while the
result was generally that the.ncorpo-
ration was only used for one Province.
If parties could be forced to give this
general obligation when they obtained
. .these joint powers it would be all right.
If posxsible, this evil should be put an
endP to at once, and he thought his hon.
friend was perfectly correct in calling
the attention of the House to it. It
was right in the second reading of a
Bill for opinions to be expressed pro
and con. He had expressed his opin-
ion on the biil which he had seen for
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“the first time that day. He had noth-

ing to say against its subject matter,
but thought that all the powers re-
quired might be obtained just as well
from the Local Legislature. '

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said this was one
of those vexed questions which had
been before the House for some con-
siderable time. In reference to the
course which should be pursued, he
thought for his own part, that unless
the business was intended to be carried
out over the whole Dominion —in
which case Parliament should grant
the necessary rights—bills of this na-
ture should go before a Local Legisla-
ture. A clause should, however, be
introduced similar in purport to that
proposed by the hon. member who had
Just sat down.

The matter then dropped.
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FIRST READING.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved the first
reading of a bill' entitled “ An Act to
amend the Act to provide for the
organization of the Department of the
Secretary of State for Canada. Car-
ried.

NAVIGATION RETURNS.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS said he did not
know why it was that the navigation
returns, which had been distributed to
the other House, had not also been
distributed to them. The other House
had had five, while’ they only had one
copy. He considered they should be
in the same position.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER was sorry,
but could not explain it. :

Mz. SIMPSON said the members of
the other House had had their reports
for the last seven or eight days.

On the motion of Mr. LETELLIER,
the House adjourned at half-past three,
P.M. -

Monday, February 22, 1875.
RECIPROCITY NEGOTIATIONS.

After routine, ,

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved :—That
an humble Address be presented to His
Excellency the> Governor Geueral,
praying that His Excellency will cause
to be laid before this House such papers
in connection with the negotiations
with the Government of the United
States for a Treaty of Commercial Re-
ciprocity as may be compatible with
the public interest to submit, and said :
—Hon. gentlemen, in rising to make

"the motion of which I have given

notice, I am sure you will all feel that it
is right and fitting, and will be expect-
ed by the country, that I should take
this earliest opportunity of laying be-
fore the House such a statement of the
recent negotiations between the United
States Government and Great Britain,
in regard to commercial reciprocity
between the United States and Canada,
as may be in the public interest, and
befitt:ng my position. I havethe more
pleasure in doing so because I feol that
in dealing with this matter Lnfore the
Senate, I shal: be sustained by the hon.
gentlemen who compose .this body in
taking an enlarged view of tie whole
question, in leaving aside many frivo-
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lous criticisms that have been made by
political partizans, and in contending
that becaunse a commercial lreaty is
very advaniageous for one party, it
does mnot follow that it muy not be
equally goud for the other. {ils very
easy to fancy things thatmight advan-
tageously Lave been included or omittedl
inany such arrangement—but it st
be always bornein mind that, when
two parties sit down to make a bargain
the result arrived at cannot be what
each desires to obtain, but what hoth
will consent to. The meritor demerit
of every such compact must thevefore
be tested by looking at it in its beur-
ings as a whole, and not by minute
dissection of minor points. I shall not
waste time by entering into any ela-
borate argument as to the advantages
which must flow from throwing dowu
the barriers in the way of interaationul
cominerce between two counities so
contiguous to each other as arve the
United States and this Dominion. We
have ample proof of this in the com-
mercial history of Great Britain since
the union of the three kingdoms. e
have it still more markedly in tho
great material results directly flowing
from the free interchange ot products
between the several States ot the neigh-
bouring Republic. And nowhere can
be found a more gratifying illustration
of the grand results that flow from
commercial freedom than we huve in
the prozress of our own Dominion since
the accomplishment, of Coniuileration.
Tuough the customs barrics against
inter-trattic botween B.N.A. Piovinco s
have only been removed since July
1367, the united foreign commerce of
the Provinees hus risen from an annaal
average for thirteen years beifore coi
federation Q§'$115,()i)0,()0",), to thoe enor-
Inous amount ir. the seventi yearafl v
it, of $240,000,000. Twenty-live yeurs
ago the subject of commervial recipro-
city was, 1 believe, quite a+ weli it ot
better understood by the people of Can-
ada than it iy now. It tweaty-one
yearssince the Treaty of 1854 went into
operalion; but it took six ysurs to
negotiate it, and during that time the
people  of the Provinces beeame
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ous advantages which flow from such
arrangements ; and if the sfatesmen
who conducted the negotiations of thoxe

434

years were present to-day, they would
hear with astonishment that any mem-
ber of this chamber entertained a
doubt as to the enormous advantage
which 1must acerue to both conntries
from the consummation otsuch aTrealy
as that which has been recently dis-
cussed. It is only nine years since the
old Treaty of 1854 was Dbrought to a
close by the action of the United States
Government. The wonderful success
which attended that Treaty, ix shown
by the fact that the interchange of
traffic between the Unitea States and
the British North American Provinces,
during the thivteen years of its contin-
nance nereased trom $33,000,000 in the
year immedintely preceding that in
which the Treaty went into operation,
to no less than $84,000,000 in 1865—
the year in which it was repealed.
Sinee 18356 there have been several
negotiations with the United States for
the renewal of the old Treaty. T will
briefly rofer to each of them, not for
the purpose o. drawing invidions com-
parisons,—for I hope nothing will cross
my lips to-day to cxcite party feeling
~but simply sor the purpose of show-
ing clearly the pas: history and present
position of the Reciprocity question.
Such questions as this, sheuld, L think,
be regarded trom a higher point than
that of mere partisanship. Weare all
alike conceined in the prosperity of
our foreign commerce, and in recdring
good relations with our powerful
neighlonrs —and to these ends we
should all heartily contribute, what-
ever party may be in power, or charged
with the negotintions. In the negotia-
tions of 18556 for a renewal of tho
Treaty, offors were made to the
American (fovernment by our then
Finance Minister, Sir A. T. Galt, which,
in my opinion, vught not to have Leen
madc. The Government then existing
in Canada was the (oalition Govern-
ment, {ored in 1864 for the special
purpose of carrying confederation of
the whole British North American
Provinces. 1 was a rember of that
Government—and, as is well known,
it was in consequence of the policy
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horout} | adopted by my colleagues in the .con-
thoroughly conversant with the vaui- |

duet or the yeciprocity negotiation
that, I {elt compelled to resign my
position as President of' the Lixecutive

Council. I vesigned hecause I felt very
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stroncly that thongh we in Canada
derived great advantage from the
Treaty of 1854, the Ameriesn people
derived still greater advantage from
it. [ had no ohjection to that—and
was quite ready to renew the old
Treaty, or even to extend it largely on
fair terms of reciprocity.  But I was

Reciprocity
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not willing to ask for renewal as a |
favor to Canada—1 was not willing to ¢
offer special inducements for renewal

without fair concessions in return—I
was not willing that the canals and
inland waters of Canada
made the joint property of the United
States and Canada, and he maintziued
at their joiut expense. L was not wil-
ling that the customs and excise dutiex

of Canada shoull be assimilated to the !

prohibitory rates of the United Riates
—and very especirby was [ unwilling

that any such arrancement should he

entered into with the nited States,
dependant on the frail tenure of reci-
procul legislation, repealable at any
moment at the caprice of either party.,
1 firmly helieved that good as the
Reciprocity Treaty  had  heen  tor
Canada—in the event of repeal; we hal
a commercial policy of our own open
to us for adoption not greatly inferior
to that we would be deprived ot—und
»unless we had a Treaty tor a definhe
term of years, and on conditions of fair
reciprocity, without such cmbarrassing
entanglements as were proposed. 1 was
willing that the Treaty of” 1854 should
be vepealed, and each vountry left to
follow its own course. My colleagnes
determinerd to proceed in the manmner
I deprecated ; I coukl not be respon-
sible for such a policy; and to avokl
vespousibility fovr it, I vesigned office.
The Government sent  deputies 1o
Washington to oltain, it possible, legis-
lative reciprocity—they did all they
could to obtain it, but without success,
and the Treaty of 1854 came to an cad
on the 17th of March, 1864, 1lonoralile
gentlemen,—1 have not changed my
opinions from what they were in De-
cember, 1863, 1 still believe that
Canada largely profited by the Treaty
of 1854, but that the Americans pro-
fited by it stiil more; and e all know
now—tor we have tested it —that
‘Canada has a commereinl policy of her
own, but little, if at all, inferior fo that
she was deprived of in 1866. Not-

should be
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withstanding this T am still strongly in
favor of a commereial treaty with the
United States for a definite number of
years—and so long as it was just and
profitable to Canada, I should bLe all
the better pleased the more profitable
it preved to our American friends, It
is always well to have two strings to
one's how-—it cannot possibly be in-
jurious to secure aceess to a market of
forty millions of people, at the price of
permitting onrown people to huy some
of’ their wares from them free from
customs duties.  Treaties of the com-
prehensive chavacter of' that proposed
with the United States oaght not to be
—cunnot be—adjusted Ly ounee sealex,
By the removal of all artificial barricrs
in the way of & fair exchange of the
produets of jdostery — both parties
must henetit.  No man sells unless he
henetits by dolng so—and Bo one buys
unless he finds odvantage in it.  And
who shall tell when two conntries theow
open their vespective marke(s to each
other; which of them derives most ad-
vantage from the arrangement? It
{akes years of practical experience to
obtain data for such a comparizon—
and the ramifications of commercinl
inter changes are so far-reaching and so
arions and complicated that it s
herdly possible 10 judge with accuracy
on which side the balanee twrns. More
than one etlort was made by the late
Government for the renewal of the old
Treaty between 1866 and 1869, In
1869 tormal negotiations were cntered
into with the Amecrican Government,
and the projet of a treaty was presented
tor discussion.  The negotiations con.
tinued from July, 1869, to March, 1870.
This projet inclided the cession for a
torm ot years of our fisheries to the
United States; the enlargement and
cujoyment of our canal-;"the tree en-
Jovment of the navigation of the St.
Lawrcenee River; the assimilation of
our customs and excise duaties; the con-
cession of an import duty equal to the
internal revenne taxes of the United
States; and the free admission into
either country of certain manufactui es
of'the nther., Tiis negotiation ended
abruptly in March, 1870—but it 13 in-
stractive to observe, anl I refer to it
tor the purpose of pointing out that
from the repeal of the old Treaty in
1866, up to the recent negotiations,
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the Government of Canada has always !

held the most liberal views as to the
considerations that might be included
in a treaty with the United States,
The negotiation of 1870 was =oon fol-
lowed by the High Joint Commission,
nominally for the adjustment of our
fishery disputes, but in reality for the
settlement of the Alabana embroglio.
We all know what was the cost io
Canada of that negotiation. The fish-
eries of the St. Lavwrence went from us
for twelve years. The navigation of
the St. Lawrence wis presented to the

United States in perpetuity.  The use

of our canals was ceded to them for
twelve years. And o show exactly
the position to which the relations of
the two countries were then reduced, it
Will not be eemed unfitting that [
ﬂhould‘ read a few short extracts from
tfle official protocols of the High Joint
Commissioners,  And tirst as to owr
mvaluable sea-coast fisheries :—

The question of the fisheries was discussel
a} the Uonfeyeuce of the 6th March, 1871,
nhen the British Commissioners stated that

they considered that the Reciprocity Treaty
of the 5th June, 1834, should be restored in
principle. The American Commissioners de-
clined to assent to a renewal of the former
Re‘c%n'ucnty Treaiy.””  They said :

‘ That that Treaty had proved unsatisfactory
1o the people of the Unitzd States, and coase-
quently had beeu terminated by notice trom
the Government of the United States, in pur-
suance of its provisions. Its renewal was not
in their interest, and, would not be in accor-
dance with the sentiments ¢f thair people

At conferences held on the 7th, 20th, 22ad
and 25th of Mareh, the American Commission.
er3 stated :

‘* That if' the value of the inshore fisheries
could be ascectained, the United States might
prefer to purchiase, for a sum of money, The
right to enjoy m perpeteity the use of these
inshore fisheries in common izl British fizher-
men, and mentioned $1,900,000 as 1hs sum
they were prepared to offer. The Br.tish Com-
missioners replied that this offer was, they
;:ggugll:]t, wholly inadequaie, and that no ar-
aduilgi:sient' would be acceplable of which the
o 3}% into the Ul')ll.c([ States, free of duty,
not forms a]’rpduf:c of the British fisheries did
ment fon ll]:.xrt, adding that any arrange-
inehors ﬁs‘;;rgxléq%:lsmon by purchase o¢ the
grave hjetion 1:Lrpczuny v ‘13‘ opex: to
mils)s‘;“"g_w‘h:*se disenssions the British Com-
o9s1oners contended  that  these  inshore
tisheries were of preat value, and that the
most satisfactory arrangement for their use
would be a reciprocal tari® arrangement and
recxpr‘oclty in the cousting trade  The Ameri-
¢can Commissioners repifed that their value
was over-estimated: that the United States
desired to secure tuc:: enjoyment not for their
commercial or intrinzic value, but for the
burpose of removing a source of irritation,
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and that they could hold out no hope that the

» Congress ot the Uaited States would give its

cansent to such a tariff’ arrangement a3 was
projrosed, or to any extended plan of recipro-
cal free admission of the products of the two
countries.  But that inasmuch as one branch
of Congress had recently more than once ex-
pressed itself in favor of the abolition of
duties on coal and salt, they would propose
that coal, salt, and fish bz reciprocally ad-
mitted free. and that * + * *
they would further propose that lumber be
admitted free from duty, from and after the
1st of July, 1874.” The British Comimission-
ers, on the 17th of April, stated that this
off :r was ‘regarded as inadequate ; that Her
Majesty’s Government coasidered that free
lumber should be grantel at once, and that
the proposed tariil’ concassions should be sup-

plemeated by a money paymeat.! TheAmeri-
can Commissioners t-en statad that they
withdrew tite proposal which  they had

previously made of the reciprocal free admis-
sion of coal, salt, and fish, and of lumber,
arier July ist, 13747 * * M * *
They express:d thelr willingaess to “ concede
free fish and fish oil as an eqaivalent for the
use of the inshore fisheries, and to make the
arrangement for a term of years: that they
were of opinion that free fish and fish oil
would be more thaa an equivaleat for those
lisheries; but that they were also willing to
agree to a reference to determiae that question
and the amount of any money paymeat that
might be foand necessarv o compleie aa
equivalent.”  Tha Beitish Commissioners on
18th April, accepted this proposal, and aruicles
XVIHI to XXV there anent were agreed to.

“The British Commissionzrs proposed to
take into consideration thequestion of opru oy
the coasting trade of tue tak:s veciprocally
to each party, which was declined ”

‘ The British Commissioners proposed to
tak~ into consideration the reciprocal registra -
tion of vessels as between the Dominion of
‘anad v and the United Staies, whica was dz-
clined.”

‘At the Conference on the 23r1 March, the
A'l’nencm Commissioners  stated  that :—
PUaless the Welland Canal shonld be en-
larged so a3 to accommoudate the present
courss of trade, they should not be dispose
to muake any coucessions, &e.” * * *
At the Couference on the 27th March the
* proposed enlargement of the Canadian
cauals was further discussed. It was stat.d
on the part of the British ¢ ommissioners that
the Canadian Government were now consid-
ering the expediency ot enlarging the cipacity
of the canals on the River Si. Luwrenc, and
had already provided for the eaiargement of
th: Wellind Canal, which would be uuder-
taken without delay.”

Hon. gentlemen would see by thesc
extracts from the official records of
the Iigh Joint Commissioness how.
very humble a position in the eyes of
the Commissioners Canada held as a
negotiator with tho United States for
rveciprozal commereial aldvantages, and
to show tho eifect of the concessions
ma:le by that Commission, I will now
read from a speech mads by Sir A. T..
Galt, in' the Canadian House of Com-
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mons, on 24th February, 1871, in
reference to the appointment of that
Commission, and ths great danger that

seciows injury might be done by it 1o

o -
Canalian interests.  Siv Alexander
Galt used the fotlowing language :

# The fisheriss were of paramount impor-
tance to us  They meaut an hmportant sourc:
or emnioym-ni aad trade to s, and a field for
the training up ot seam=n, Th ¥ have intrn-
sic merits also, Th-y econstituted valuable
means of comme ~ial exchange with the
United States—means of secaring useful
trading equivnlents from  our neighbors It
wa3s he way we dealt with the fishe ies and
navigation of the St. Lawrence, upon which
depended onr future -dvantag - and =uperinrity
with the Unitet States. in negotiating any
commere al convention. [t we male an im-
proper use of them—if we lost those ad-

vantages we should be placed in a position of |

iate oci.v, having nothing to off -r fur en viable
opportunities.”

Sir Al:xander Gait wound up his
specch by moving the Hilywing asoae
oi a series of Resolitions, earnestly
deprecating interterence by the Com-
mission with the teeritovial rights of
the people of Canala :

¢ That this House has always been, and now
is, prepared to concede the most fiee and wire-
stricted use of the fisheries and inland navi-
gation to the United States, upon receiving-as
an equivalent therefvr, complete compensatign
iu the modification of the Unitet States cum-
mercial system, directed to the more free and
liberal interchang= of the products of labo:
in the twu countrics. .

¢ That the concession to the United States
of the freedom of the fisheries and of the St
Laarence, without compensation, would
place  Canada in  almost disadvaniageous
position for ratuee negotiations, by depriving
her ot the means of offering suy adequate
equivalent for those concessions she is de-
sirons of obtaining from that patign ™

Other negotiations toolk place after
the Treaty of Washington was signed,
but to these it is not now necessary to
reier.  Such  then, honorable gentle-
men, was the position ot the Reci-
procity question when Sir John Mae-
doicdd’s Government resigned and the
preseai Administration came  into
powee. And to show the light in which
the Right Honorable gentleman who
leads the Opposition in the House of
Commons then regarded (he situation,
I will now read from u speech of that
gentleman, made in the other Chamber

in March, 1874, when the announce- |
>arliamont that 1

meat was made to
had been associated with Sir Edward
Thornton in the renewal of negotia-
tions:—
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“1is hon. fricnd from West Toronto haa
thrown out u remark which would discourage
the negotiaiions at Washington, because he
had stated that the old Reciprocity Treaty,
i they obtained that, would not give satisfac-
tion (o the ecountry, a3 something more wds
wanted.  Now, if they were only to be con-
snjted in making snch a treaty, they could put
in what they thought proper; but there were
two sides to the question, and what our
negaotiator had to think of was, not whether we
shonld get all we required, but to get as much
as possible. He should be very glad to see
Canada get the old Reciprocity Treaty., He
hiad no bopes that we would succeed in g-tting
it in its entirety, but it the hon. gentieman
made an approxumation to it he should be
exceedingly glad. Il they could protect the
salt, wool, and timber interests, so much the
hetter; and if they could open the market still
more, so much the greater gain for Canada.
Th -y should not scan ton much the coness-ions
made on the part of the United States, so "ong
Qs onr cone:s3ioas were not too great on oo
o:her side.”

Lae iight hooy ger’ent. at the
very momeint waed vine men wan hal
relieved him ol the cares of oftice
were about opening negotlations  at
Washingtoin, might well have omitteld
50 inconsiderate u stitement as that
even a small portion of the old teeaty
would be acceptible to Canada in ex-
change 1or what he (Sie Joln Al
Macdonald) had left it in our power to
otfer to the United States. [ cannot
Lut think it was exceedingly wrong
that such a statement should have
been made, with the certain knowledge
that it would be carried to Washing-
ton, and be used there in depreciating
the value of our concessions to the
Anmericans, While agreeing with both
oi" the hon. gentlemen from whose
speeches I have read, as to the injurious
influence of the Washington Treaty
coucessions on our position as negotia-
tors with the Republic, I entirely
dissent from them in their assumption
that, apart from the use of our great
sea tisheries and the free navigation of
the St. Lawreuce, we have not com-
mercial advantages to offer to the
Americans quite equal in value to any
we seck frrom them, I venture to think
that this error has tinged all their
negotiations at Washington, and that
a ciose cnquiry as to the value to the
United States of the commereial
traftic alone botween the Republic and
the British Provinces for a long series
of years pust would show it to have
greatly surpassed in mportance and
profit any oihes branch of their foreign
commerce, except their direct trade
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with the British Isles. I have never
doubted that our neighbours, if they
did n t already recognize this fact
would como ere long to acknowledge
it—and that the value of tho vast
carrying-trade thoy derive from us,
of the great saving in cost of transpor-
tation realized from the frec use of
our internal navigation, and of their
lucrative enjoyment of our Atlantic-
coast fisheries, would come home to
them more clearly as the settloment
loomed nearer in the distance, that
must be made, and cannot be evaded,
some seven or eight years hence, when
the concessions of the High Joint
mmissioners shall come to an end.
It was in this belief that the present
Canadian Government re-opened nego-
tiations at Washington—not, as has
bee.n. diligently asserted by their
tht_ncal opponents, with hLat in hand,
ut in the frank, independent attitude
of men who asked no favours hut
believed they had ample cquivalents
to offer for all they sought to obtain.
The time of their going to Washington
was not of their selection—they had to
g0. The 22nd and 23rd articles of the
Washington Treaty rendered it abso-
lately necessary that they should do
80. Lot me read the words:—

“ ArTioLe XXII.—Inasmuch as it is asserted
by the Government of Her Britannic Majesty
that the privileges accorded to the citizens of
the United States under Article XVIII of this
Treaty are of greater value than those accorded
by Articles X{X and XXI ofthis Treaty to the
subjects of Her Britanuic Majesty, and this
asgertion is not admitted by the Government
of the United States: it is further agreed that
Commissioners shall be appointed to determine,
baving regard to the privileges accorded by
the United States to the subjects of Her

Britannic Majesty, as stated in Articles XIX
and XXI of Jthisy"l‘rent e y

C . Treaty, the amount of any
compensation which, in their opinion, ought to

be paid by the Government of the United
Btates to the Government of Her Britannic
Majesty in return for the privileges accorded
to the citizens of the United States under
Article XVIII of this Treaty; and that any
sum of money which the said Commissioners
gmy 80 award shall be paid by the United
States Government, in a gross sum, within
twelve months after such award shall have
been given.” :

‘ ArTIcLE XXIIL.—The Commissioners re-
ferred to in the preceding Article shall be ap-
pointed jn the following manner, that is to
say : One Commissioner shall be named by
Her Brgtanmc Majesty, one by the President of
the United States, and a thirdby Her Britannic
Majesty and the President of the United States
con{omtly ; and in cage the third Commissioner
shall not bave been so named within a perlod
of thr&o months from the date when this Xrticle
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shall take effect, then the third Commissioner
shall be named hy the representative at Lon~
don of Ilis Majesty the Emperor of Austriaand
King of Hungary. In case of the death, ab-
sence or incapacity of any Commissioner, orin
the event of any Commissioner omitting or
ceasing to act, the vacancy shall be filled in
the manner hereinbefore provided for making
the original appointment, the period of three
monthd in case of such snbstitution being cal-
culated from the date of the happeningot the
vacancy.

* The Commissioners so named shall meet in
the City of Halifax, in the Province of Nova
Scotia, at tl e earliest convenient period after
they have been respectively named, and shall,
before proceeding to any business, make and
subscribe a solemn declaration that they will
impartially and carefully examine and decide
the matters referred to them to the best ot their
judgment, and according to justice and equity;
and such declaration shall be entered on the
record of their proceedings.

‘‘ Eagh of the High Contracting Parties shall
also name one person to attend the Uommission
as its agent to represent it generally in all
watters connected with the Commission.”

Mr. Rothery, a distinguished English
juris consult and Registrar of the High
Court of Admiralty, arrived in Canada
shortly betore the late Government left
office in 1873, as the duly appointed .
agent ot the British Government to got
up the case of Canada in the Fishery
arbitration provided for by these arti-
cles. I know nothing of what passed
between either the late or the present
Government and Mr. Rothery, while
he was at Ottawa; but in passing
through Toronto on his way to Wash-
ington, Mr. Rothery saw several pro-
minent public men with a view to ac-
quiring information as to the value of
our sca-coast fisheries and the best
mode of collecting evidence to sustain
our claim, and amongst whom I had
the honour to be included. I availed
myself of the opportunity to express to
Mr. Rothery my strong conviction that
the submission to any three arbitrators
of the power to place a cash value on
our great sea fisheries was exceedingly
distasteful to the great mass of the
Canadian people. 1reminded him that
Canada in 1854 conceded these fisheries
to the United States for a teim of years
as part of a commercial arrangement
between the two countries, and I von-
tured to suggoest how much better it
would be were the same thing repeated
now, and the concession of the fisheries
merged in a goneral treaty of commer-
cial reciprocity for a term of yea.s and
on a mutually advantageous basis. I
expressed my belief to Mr, Rothery
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that if he could succeed in bringing
this about he would confer a great
benefit on both coyntrics, and establish
good relations between them for years
to come, and that probably he might
tind that the United States Government
not disinclined to entertain the propo-
sition. - Who, that owns a property of
enormous value, would voluntarily
consent to dispose of it for a price to be
determined by three persons of whose
very names he was ignorant ? Would
he not say, ¢ let us dispense with arbi-
trators ; tell me the compensation you
propose, and then I will tell you if I
will dispose of it ?” Who can tell what
view may be taken of our fishories by
the empire selected by the Austrian
ambassador ? Would the Americans
be satisfied it he gave an award cqual
to the great estimate that we place
upon them ?  And what would be the
feeling of our people if he named a sum
much under their expectation? Nay,
in view of the vast annual value now
drawn from the St. Lawrence fisheries
—the oxhawstless character of those
fisheries—the rapidly increasing popu-
lation of' this Continent depended on
them for daily supplies of fish—and the
fact that there is no other fishery in
the world to enter into competition
‘with them—wvhat greater folly could
be imagined than to have a money
value placed upon them at all? M.
Rothery went on to Washington, and
some weeks after 1 had the pleasure of
learning from him that he had sug-
gested the substitution of a general
commercial treaty for the Fishery Ar-
bitration—and there was some hopo of
'its being favourably entertained. But,
meantiime, the Canadian Government
had been moving in the matter, and in
February, of last year, I was informed
by them that there was some move-
ment at Washington in favour of a re-
newal of the old Reciprocity Treaty,
and they were anxious that I should
visit that city, unofficially, and ascer-
tain what were the prospects of success.
I went immediately to Washington
and had the advantage of discussing
the whole subject with many of the
prominent public men of the Republie.
1 heard a very general desire expressed
for the establishment of better com-
mercial relations with Canada, if terms
could be arranged to mutual satisfac-
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tion; this I communicated to Govern-
ment on my return home. Ofthe official
action that followed I have no personal
knowledge, but on the 17th March a
commission was issued, under the great
seal of Great Britain, appointing Sir
Edward Thornton and ‘myself joint-
plenipotentiarics on the part of Her
Majesty to negotiate a Treaty of Fish-
eries, Commerce and Navigation with
the (rovernment of the United States.
On the 28th March the negotiation was
formally opened, and I will now read,
from the official record, an extract
showing tho position held in the maiter
by the Canadian Government:—

“When Her Majesty's advisers invite the
Government of the United States to reconsider
the whole commercial relations of the Republic
and the Dominion, with a view to placing
them on a friendly and durable basis of recip-
rocal advantage, the question naturally pre-
sent3 itself, how it comes that, having prospered
so well since the repeal of the ﬁeciptocity
Treaty of 1851, Canada now seeks for its res-
toration. The answer is as natural as the
(uestion. The population of the United States
is forty millions, and that of the Dominion is
but four mill ons. The boundary between
them is fur the most part but a surveyor's line,
often unknown even to those who live beside
it; and i1 is of the utmost importance to Can-
ada that common interests and mutual good
will should exist between the countries. And
what so conducive to this end as commmercial
intercourse generously carried on and mutual-
ly profitable? The people of Canada are not
ignorant that a market necar at hand is better
than a distant one; and good as their present
markets are, they would gladly have the old
one in addition. They comprehend the barrier
that custom-house gestricsions throw in the
way evea of the existing traftic ; and they seek
to have these withdrawn. They are proud of
their own St. Lawrence route, and intend to
improve it to the uttermost for the benefit of
the great West and Canadian traffic : but would
gladﬁy use the ocean ports and other channels
of commerce of the Republic, when freights
and fares and friendly reciprocity draw them in
that direction. And very great as have been
the advantages always accruing to the United
States from reciprocity, the Canadians can find
only cause of rejoicing at that, so long as they
themselves continue to enjoy that moderate
degree of prosperity with which Providence
has blessed them. 'iYhere is no mystery in their
desire that the commercial relations of the Re-
public and the Dominion should be placed on
the most kindly and unfettered and mutually
advantageous basis consistentwith their respec~
tive existing obligations, and with that connec-
tion with Great Britain which the Dominion so
ha.?;iily enjoys.

‘It was with these views, and in this spirit,
that the Canadian Administration availed itself
of the opportunity presented b&’/ the twenty-
second Article of the ’l'reat?7 of Washington to
represent to Her Majesty’s Government the
advantage that would accrue to both countrics
by the substitution of a satisfactory commer-
¢ial treaty in lieu of the money compensation
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to be paid (under arbitration) by the United
States, for twelve years’ enjoyment of the coast
fisheries of the Dominion. 1t was felt that if
the large value placed by the Canadian people
on their fisheries were not reasonably compen-
sated by the results of the arbitration, a feeling
of dissatisfaction might be engendered in the
Provinc-s, not conducive to international har-
mony ; and that if, on the other hand, an award
were made equal to the confident anticipations
of the Provinces, the good feeling restored in
the United States by the Treaty of Washingten
might be sensibly impaired. To merge the
matter in a general measure of mutual com-
mercial concession, for the mutual advartage
of both parties, and with injury or injustice to
neither, seemed the fitting conclusion to be ar-
rived at by the Governments of two great na-
tions. Her Majesty’s Ministers were pleased to
adopt the suggestion of the Canadian Govern-
ment, and the matter having been brought
under the attention of the Sccretary of Siate
and throngh him to the notice of the President
of the United States, a friendly response was at
once received, and the necessary measur-s in-
Stituted for opening foimal negotiations.”
Honorable gentlemen may therefore
dismiss from their minds the false im-
pression that the initiation of this
negotiation by the gentleman on the
Treasury Benches was in the slightest
degree improper or undignified. And
I take this opportunity of expressing
my regretthat heated partisans outside
the walls of Parliament should have
spoken of the attitude held by the
nited States Government in thése
negotiations as if it had been intended
to delude or overreach. Nothing
could be _more unfounded or unjust.
The President of the United States,
the Secretary of State, and all the other
distinguished persons who took an
interest in the negotiations, with
hardly an exception, showed the most
friendly feeling towards Canada, and a
sincere desire to bring about more
satistactory commercial relations. True
they naturally enough looked at the
question from their own point of view
—and sought to get an advantageous
arrangement for their country; but
they JDever concealed or undervalued
the difficulties that stood in the way of
success—and to the unsettled condition
of the country and the financial diffi-
cultlor} now pressing for adjustment,
may, 1n a great measure, be attributed
the unfavorable advice in the matter
recently given to the President by the
Senate of the United States. And
now let me call the attention of honor-
able gentlemen to the manner in which
the negotiations proceeded—and very
especially to the fact that all that was
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sought by the British Plenipotentiaries
was simply the renewal, for a term of
years, of the old Reciprocity Treaty,
and the concurrent abandonment of
the Fishery Arbitration. From the
American Government came the sug-
gestion of an enlargement of the scope
of the old treaty. Mr. Fish suggested
the enlargement of our canals, and he
was at once informed that the Cana-
dian Government was ready to treat
for their eonlargement. Mr. Fish
suggested the addition of manufactures
to the free list of the proposed Treaty,
and here is the reply that was made as
officially recorded :—

““Inm regard to the addition of certain clagses
of manufactures to the free list under the old

treaty, we reminded Mr, Fish that the revenue
of the €anadian Dominion was largely obtained

,

{ from a fifteen per cent. ad valorem duty on

manufactured goods, and that any articles
made free in Canada under agreement with
any foreign country must be made free to Great
Britain. But we added that the Government
of Canada was desirous to afford every facility
for the encouragement of extended commercial
relations between the Republicand the Domin-
ion, in the belief that nothing could tend more
to their mutual advantage, not only in a pecu-
niary gense, but as tending to foster and
strengthen those friendly feelings that ought
eminently to prevail between two peoples main-
ly derived from the same origin, speaking the
same language, and occupying the geographic
position towards each other of the United
States and Canada. We conveyed to Mr.
Figh the assurance of the Canadian Govern-
ment, that acting’in this spirit, and in the con-
fidence that we would be met in 1he same spirit
by the Government of the Republic, the assent
of Canada will be heartily given to any measure
calculated to promote the free and zzir inter-
change of commodities, to reduce the cost of
transportation, or conduce to the joint advan-
tage of the two countries, so that it be not
seriously prejudicial to existing industrial
interests of the Canadian people.’

It was then suggested that a projet
of a Treaty should be prepared, to
form the basis of discussion. That was
agreed to—and a projet was according-
ly prepared and presented to the Ameri-
can Government by the British Com-
missioners, It suggested :—

1.—That the duration of the Treaty
should be twenty-one years.

2.—That all the conditions of the
old Treaty of 1854 should be renewed.

3.—That the following add'tional
articles should be added to the Free
List of the old Treaty :—

Agricultural implements—to be defined.

Bark, extracts of, for tanning purposes.

Bath bricks.

Bricks for building purposes.
Earth ochres, ground or unground.
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Manufactures of iron and steel--to be de-
fined.

Manufactures of iron or stecl, and wood
jointly—to be defined.

Manufactures of wood—to be defined.

Mineral and other oils.

Plaster, raw or calcined.

Salt.

Straw.

Stone, marble or granite, partly or wholly
cut, or wrought.

4.—That the Fishery Avbitration
provision of the Washington Treaty
should be abandoned.

- b.—That tho entire coasting trade

of the United States and Canada should
be thrown open to the shipping of
both countries.

G6.—That the Welland and St. Law-
rence Canals should be enlarged forth-
with,80 a3 to admit of the passage of ves-
sels 260 feot long, 45 feet beam, and a
depth ejual to that of the Liake har-
bors.

7.—That the Canadian, New York,
and Michigan Canals should be thrown
open to the vessels of both countries
on terms of complete equality; and
with full power to tranship cargo at
the entrance or outlet of any ot the
said canals.

8.—That the free navigation of Lake
Michigan should be conceded forever
to Great Britain, as the free naviga-
tion of the St. Lawrence River had
been conceded to the United States by
the High Joint Commission, in 1871.

9.—That vesscls of ali kinds built in
the United States or Canada should be
entitled to registry in either country,
with all the advantages pertaining to
home-built vessels.

10.—-That a Joint Commission should
be formed and continued, charged with
the deepening and maintaining in effi-
cient condition the navigation of the
St. Clair and Detroit Rivers and Lake
St. Clair.

11.—That a similar Joint Commis-
sion should be formed and maintained
for secaring tho erection and proper
regulation of lighti-houses on tho Great
Lakes,

12.—That a similar Joint Commis-
sion should be formed and maintained
to promote the protection and propa-
gationof fish in the inland waters com-
mon te both countries.

13.—That the citizens of cither
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country should be entitled to letters
patent for new discoveries in the other
country on the same terms as the citi-
zons of that country enjoyed.

14+—That joint action for the pre-
vention of smuggling along the lines
should be a subject of consideration and
co-operation by the Customs author-
ities of the two countries.

Time was of course needed for con-
sideration of these suggestions and for
enquiry and discussion in regard to
them, and it very soon became mani-
fest that the absence of exact knowl-
edge as to the inter-traffic between the
Republic and the Provinces in past
yoars, as to the actual operation of the
Treaty of 1854 during the thirteen
yeary it was in force, and as to the ad-
vantage to be gained by our neighbors
from access to onr markets in our im-
proved position,—stood greatly in the
way of successful negotiation. The
misapprehensions found to exist as to .
the condition of Canada, her revenue,
her foreign commerce, her shipping,
her railway system, and the extent
and prosperity of her various industrial
avocations was truly marvellous. On
every hand, and from very unexpected
quarters, you heard it alleged as beyond
question that the commerce between
the countries in bygone years had been
of little account to them, but always
in our favor ; that our neighbors bought
trom us pretty much all we had to sell,
while we bonght little or nothing from
them; that the Reciprocity Treaty
made the matter much worse, and
enriched us at their expense, and that
the abolition of the Treaty of '54 had
bronght us well nigh to our wits end.
1 do not mean to suy that such mis-
takes as theso wero found among many
of the prominent statesmen at Wash-
ington, but with a very large propor-
tion of the politicians congregating at
the Capital such ideas were sincerely
cutertained, and unhesitatingly affirm-
ed. TLet me give you an example. I
had the good fortune to meet a well-
known statesman, equally remarkable
for his ability, high personal character
and kindness of heart, as for the ex-
treme nature of his Protectionist opin-
jons.  The rubject of the proposed
Treaty came up, and 1 ventared to ex-
press the hope that it wosld receive a
more friendly reception tromn him than
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had been accorded to a previous one.
“ What possible good,” was his cxcla-
mation, “can wg get from a Trealy
“with Canada! When the last Treaty
“existed, we took everything from you
“that you had to sell, and you took
“nothing from us.” % Surely,” I re-
pliad, “you are not stating this seri-
“ously.” “Of course I am,” said he;
“surely you don’t deny that it was
80?” My reply was that I not only
denied it, but was prepared to show,
beyond the shadow of a doult, and
from the official returns of the United
States that from 1820 up to 1864 the
inhabitants of the British Provinces
had bought from the United States
merchandise and produce to the extent
of over $150,000,000 in cxcess of what

® States had bought from them in

©8amo years. I said I had no faith
myself in'what was termed “the bal.
ance of trade,” but if there was any
trath in it, the traffic of the United
States with the Provinces must be all
th?-t could be desired, for up to the
third year before the Treaty was re-
pealed it always showed a large an-
nual balance against Canada. 1o was
utterly incredulons — indignantiy in-
credulous—though my stafemnent was
strictly aceurate. Bt said 12—« Tc
us suppose that you aro correct—Ilet us
suppose that during all these past years
you bought a vast amount from Cana-
da and we bought very little from you
—way that a very groat disadvantage
to }'ou? Do you think your merchants
an traders would have fl cked over as
they did o the lumber-mills and faem

Yards and factories anl Ashing-ports of

the Provinces to buy our stufi' to the
extent of many millions per annum
uqless.they got profit Ly it? They
might~have done it onee or twice with
zflo?s—but would they have done it for
]mf'()'e!)'e_ﬂ?'s 1 succession, steadily and

SCLY 1nereasing the amount of their
purchu‘ses from year to year? And
apart from the great 1)1'053{3 that nust
have been realizo] hy the ve-sale of the
goqu, was there not great gaing to the
United States from the transportation
of all that stuft overland to your ocean
ports, and in shipping it from them in
your sea-going vessels to foreign coun-
trie:?” 1 made very little impresion
on my Protectionist friend, and hisca e
is but one out of a great man y similar
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to it. Ard, indeed, it is hardly to be
wondered at that very great misappre-
Lension should exist in the United
States as to our traftic with that coun-
try.  Until the B.N.A. Colonies were
confederated in 166%, all the Provinces
were izolated from cach other, their
public accounts and trade and naviga-
tion returns wes e published separately,
if published formally at all, their, cus-
toms and excise duties were entirely
ditferent, and’ their shipping returns
were made up scparately, if made up
at all. No clear statement of the united
traffic of ail the Provinces with the
American Republic in past years was
ever complied until last year—we, our-
selves, in Canada, were 1gnorant of its
vast extent—and the abrence of re-
liable data left us open to the misre-
presentations of our Protectionist op-
ponents in the Republie.  Put our
traffic together in one account and
hardly could a branch of trade in the
United States be named which did not
profit by it—hut take the traffic of the
several Provinces apart and there was
hardly a branch of trade that could not
be shown froin the example of someo
one Province to buy nothing of that
sort.  Upper Canada was thown' to
send wheat and flour to the United
States every year to great amounts—
and the attention of Western farmers
was pointed carnestly to the fact—but
it was carefully omitted to be told at
the same time, that Nova Scotia, New
Branswick, Newfoundland, and Prince
Edward I«land took much more of
these commodities from the United
States than the ~tates took from Upper
Canada. Cape Breton and Nova Scotia
were shown to send a few hundred
thousand tons of coal to the Boston
and New York markets—and the in-
dignant protests of Pennsylvania were
hurled against =uch an inignity—but
it was carefully omitted to boe told that
Upper and Lower Canada took four or
five times the quantity cf coal from
Ponnsyl-ania that Cape Breton and
Nova Scoiia sent into the States. Just
0 was it with a very large portion of
the commodities we sold to our Ameri-
san friends.  Yet it was by such wea-
pons that the false impression was 1m-
planted decp on the public mind of
the United Statoes that the traffic with
the Provinces was utterly unprofitable
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to the Republic. It soon, as I have
said, became perfectly manifost that
these false impressions so created must
be removed if satisfactory- progress
was to be made in the Reciprocity
negotiations. Reliable returns of the
traffic for along series of yesnrs between
the countries must be compiled,
balances struck, comparizons with
other countries exhibited. All this
was done—every figu o having been
taken from the official returns of the
United States. and a memorandum on
the commercial relations of the two
countries was prepared, which is now.
I believe, in the hands of hon. gentle-
men. llow entirely erroncons were
the impressions of our neighbors as to
our traflic with them in past yoars, is
shown beyond cavil in that document.
It shows that the B.N.A, Provinces in
the 34 years, from 1820 to 1854,
bought merchandise from the United
States to the extent of $167,000,000;
that the United States bought from us
in the same period goods to the extent
of $7,000,000; and that the so-called
“balance of trade” was, therefore,
$100,000,000 against the Piovinces.
It shows that from 1854 to 1866—
being the thirteen years during which
the Treaty of 1854 was in operation—
according to the United States returns
(for there is a great discrepancy be-
tween their returns and ouis) the
balance was $20,0100,000, and according
to Canadian returns, $93,000,000
against us, and in favour of the Ro»-
public. A large portion of this dis-
crepancy occurred during the last two
years of the Treaty's existence, and
no doubt arose in a large degreo from
the loose valuations at the Custom-
houses on the lines during these years.
The memorandum shows furthor that,
the gross traffic between the United
States and the British Provinces rose
in the eight yoars immediately before
the Treaty went into operation, from
eight millions of dollars in 1845, to
nine millions in 184G ; to ten millions
in 1847; to twelve millions in 1848; to
fifteen millions in 1850; to eighteen
millions in 1851; and to twenty mil-
lions in 18533. In 1834 the Reciprocity
Treaty went into operation, and at one
jumnp the traffic went up in that year
to no less than thirty-three millions of
dollars. In the following year it went
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to forty-two millions; in 1857 to forty-
six millions; in 1859 to forty-eight
millions; in 1863 to fifly-five millions;
in 1864 to sixty-seven millions; in
1865 to seventy-one millions; and in
1866 (when the Treaty came to an
end) to no less than eighty four mil-
lions of dollars. The gross amount of
traffic between the countries during
the thirteen years of the Treaty’s
n})eration amounted, according to the
United States returns, to no less than
$471,000,000, and according to the
Canadian returns, to $630,000,000,—
either of them a sum which, consider-
ing all the circumstances, must be
admitted to be marvellously great. 1
know mnot where, in the history of
commeree, a parallel of success to this
can be found, if we keep in mind that
one of the parties to the Treaty had at
the time but three millions of popu-
lation. The memorandum shows also
that the purchases from the United
States by the British American Pro-
vinces during the thirteen years of the
Treaty’s operations were greater than
the purchases from them of China,
Brazil, Italy, Hayti, Russia and her
possessions, Venezuela, Austria, tho
Argentine Republie, Denmark and her
possemsions, Turkey, Portugal and her
possessions, the Sandwich Islands, the
Central American States, and Japan,
in the same yecars, all put together. It
further that our purchases
during the existence of the Treaty
were of the most valuable character
—there having been no less than
$150,000,000 of farm products, $8,500,-
000 of timber, $24,00:000 of miscel-

' lancous, and no less than $151,000,000

of general merchandise—a sum to
which no other country approached in
these years. The memorandum shows
also that, in addition to these great
commercial exchanges between the
countries, an erormous transportation
traffic was carried over United States
Ruilways and Canals between the
Provinces and Atlantic ports, and vice
versd. Accurate returns of this traffic
do not appear to have been kept until
very lately, but in the six years—
namely, from 1868 to 1873—for which
we have returns, it appears that the
merchandise transported for the British
American  Colonies over American
lines was of the total value of $162,-
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000,000, The memorandum brings
out, m« reover, from the official state-
ments of United States Commissioners,
that our shore tisheries are not of the
slight value to the United States that
they were placed at in the protocols of
the MHigh Joint Commissioners—but
that, on the contrary, they had in the
year 1862 over 203,000 tons of shipping
engaged in the St. Lawrence fisheries ;
and 28,000 scamen; that the roturns
that year considerably excceded $14,-
000,000; that at least 5,000 new sea-
men are annually broken in for the
Unitel States marine service; that
600 sail have in one season fished for
mackorel in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
. and taken fish to the value of $4,500,-
000; and that from 40,000 to 50,000
tons of the United states fishing fleet,
worth from $5,000,000 to $7,000,000,
annually fish near the three-mile line
of the Provinces. It shows that three
years from the repeal of the Recipro-
city Treaty, which deprived United
States fishermen of the shore privi-
leges enjoyed under the Treaty,
the United States tonnage in the trade
had fallen from 203,000 tons in the year
1862, t0 62,000 tons in 1869—a failing
off of seventy per cent; that the recon-
cossion of these shore privilegesginder
the Washington Treaty, doubled the
tonnage of the American fishing fleet
from what it was in 1369, and that it
will soon exceced the tonnage of 1862.
The memorandum shows yet further
that the forcign trade of Canada was
not seriously injured, as scems to have
been supposed across the lines, by the
abrogation of the Treaty; but that,
on the contrary, while from 1854 to
1862 cur foreign traffic had averaged
but $115,000,000 per annum, it had in
the year immediately- following the
abrogation, risen to $142,000,000—in
1869 to $145,000,000 —in 1870 to $165,-
000,000—in 1871 to $189,000,000—in
the year 1872, to $214,000,000—and in
1873, the seventh year after repeal, to
no less than $240,000,000. But the
moemorandum brings out another fact
worthy of note—that though the
repeal of the Treaty did not for an
hour stay the increase of our foreign
trade, it greatly lessened the propor-
tion of it done with the United States.
During the existence of the Treaty the
aggrogato oxchange of commoditics
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with the Republic gradually rose until
in the yeur of its repeal it amounted to
523 per cent. of our whole foreign
traffic. But in the first year after
repeal it fell to 42 per cent. ; in 1868 to
41 per cent.; in 1869 to 40 per cent.;
in 1872 to 36 per cent.; andin 1873 to .
35 per cent.—And the memorandum
discloses another most important fact
—that a great change in the character
of the traffic between the countries
resulted from the repeal of the Treaty.
For example, that the price of lumber
has gone up so much, and the-demand
has continued so good, that while we
sold to the United States peoplo but
five millions of dollars worth in the
year before the expiry of the Treaty,
and an annual average of but three
millions during its whole continuance,
we sold in thé single year of 1873
over cleven millions of dollars worth.
Again, that in regard to wheat, flour,
provisions, and other like commodities,
of which b>th countries have a sur-
plus, the offect of the prohibitory
duties of the United States has simply
been to send the Canadian surplus of
these products to compete  success-
fully with the American article in
foreign markets where they formerly
held sole possession. And still further,
it shows that Canada has become a
large purchaser of American products
in the Chicago and Milwaukee markets,
which it carries by the St. Lawrence
route for consumption in foreign
countries—that this trade only com-
menced with the repeal of the Treaty,
but in the six ycars following that
event aggregated the large amount of
$146,5383,512." And strange enough, in
regard to the much abused ¢ balance
of'trade,” it shows that since the repeal
of the Treaty the balance had gone so
systematically against the Republie,
and so steadily in favour of the Pro-
vinces, that, in the seven years fol-
lowing repecal, a balance of nearly
$52,000,000 had to be settled Wwith our
poople by the United States. Nay, it
is clearly shown that in spite of all tho
discourngement that has been thrown
in the way of our traffic by high cus-
toms duties and custom-house barriers,
our annual purchases from the United
States are still large enough to keep us
in tho front rank of thoir foreign cus-
tomers; and that with the exception
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of the British Isles, no country takes
‘as large an amount from them as weo
do. This memoranlam was comploteld
on the 27th of April and was imme-
diately communicated to Me. Fish. It
was roferreld to the Teeusary Dopact-
ment for examination, and remained
in its hands for sovoral wesks. Tis
facts and figuwres were closely ex-
amined and their accuracy acknow-
ledged fally anl frankly. From that
timo there was a muni‘est improve-
mont in the impressious as to the char-
acter of Canadian commerce, of such
persons as took the troubic to read
the memorandum, and these were not
a fow; and the progress of the nego-
tiations was sensibly accelerated. The
attention of the United States public
press was arouscd to the importance
of the quoestion, the marits of the pro-
posed Treaty were thoroushly cin-
vasseid, and, though severely criticizod
by the Ultra-Proteclionist organs, 1
have no recollection of any similar
moasure boing received with such
general favour by the leading papers
of the Republic as was accorded to our
projet. In New York, the TLribune,

Herald, Times, Worll, Evening Post,,

Eaxpress, Journal of Commerce, Graphic,
Mail, and many other leading ex-
ponents of public opinion, all declared
in favour of a new Treaty; and in
Boston, Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati,
and other great cities, the unanimity
of opinion amonyg the leading journals
was equally remarkable. I cannot
pass from this part of the subject with-
out referring to a charge that origi-
nated in Philadelphia, and was
ochoed far and wide over the Conti-
nent—aye, ceven in Canadian journals
—that this unanimity of the press was
obtained by the corrupt use of Canadian
public money. The charge is utterly
without foundation—it has not a
vestige of truth to palliate ity concoc-
tion. (Iear, hear.) Not one shilling
has been spent illegitimately to pro-
mote tho negotiation, and a final an-
swer to this and all similar charges is

found in the fict that the entire cost of

the negotiation to the people of Canada,
including all necessary disbursements,
will amount to little more than four
thousand dollars. The negotiations now
went on from day to day; tho several
clauses of the projet were discussed, al-
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terations suggested, modifications adop-
teld; the dratt Treaty, as it now
stainls, submitted for the approval of
the three Governments; and all that
remained to make it ready for signa-
ture was the clear definition for custom-
house parposes of some articles in the
free lists; and the correction of the ap-
pearance of ambiguity in the wording
of one or two passages. It had boen
understood that Congress would be un-
able to adjourn before the end of July;
but unecxpectedly the determination
was arrived at to adjourn on the 22nd
of June, and that day was near at hand.
The Sceretary of State suggested that
the draft Treaty, as it then stood,
should be sent down by the President
of the United States to the Senate for
advice, and it favorably entertained by
that body, the necessary corrections of
langnage coyld be made and the Treaty
torinally executed. It was of course
for the United States Government to
jndge as to the mode of obtaining the
sanction of the Senate, and the plan
suggested was adopted.  The draft
Treaty only reachod the Senate two
days before the adjournment of Con-
gress, when it was quite impossible to
discuss and decido so large and compli-
cated a guestion as its adoption invol-
ved, amﬂthe consideration of it was ac-
cordingly adjourned to the next ensu-
ing session.  We come now, honorable
gentlemen, to the consideration of the
several provisions cembraced in the
draft Treaty as transmitted to the Se-
nate by the President of ‘the United
States. And let me say to you, very
frankly, that I do not stand here to-day
to contend that the conditions of this
hargain are more favorable to Canada
than to the United States. On the con-
trary, I believe that in a commercial
treaty between a people of forty mil-
lion souls and one of four million, it
is almost in the nature of the thing
that to the larger country the greatest.
advantages must acerue, Buf greatly
advantageous as this Treaty must be to
ous friends across the lines—if it ever
goes into operation—there is enough
it it, I venture fearlessly to assert, to
sot the wheels of industry in motion on
this side the lines, and to give a new
impetus to the development of our great
natural resources, as would amply com-
pensate us for all the concessions we
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are pledged to in the agreement. [ ac-
acknowledge the force of all that is said
as to the immense advantage possessed
by the American people in a contest
with a colony one-tenth their popula-
tion, and hsrdly yet past the first stages
of forest settlement. I admit the larger
the means, the vastly greater experience
and the eminent business capacity they
would carry into the contest; but [
have faith enough in the industry, the
energy, the enterprise, and the indomit-
able perseverance of my countrymen,
and in the cool blood of oir northern
clime, to believe that in the long run,
and a fair field, Canada would hold her
own under all these disadvantages.
(Hear, hear.) As you are aware, hon.
gentlemen, the Draft Treaty embraces
ten propositions :—1st. The concession
to the United States of ‘our fisheries for
twenty-one years, and the abandonment
of the Washington Treaty arbitration.
2nd. The admission, duty free, into
both countries, of certain natural pro-
ducts therein named. 3rd. The admis-
sion, duty free, of certain manufactured
articles therein named. 4th. The en-
largement of our Welland and St. Law-
rence Canals. 5th. The construction
of the Caughnawaga and Whitehall
Canals.  6th, The throwi open to
each other, reciprocally, by bath coun-
tries, the coasting trade of the great in-
land lakes, and of the St. Lawrence
River. 7th. The concession to each
other on ecﬁml terms of the use of the
Canadian, New York and Michigan Ca-
nals. 8th. The reciprocal admission of
vessels built in either country to all the
advantages of registry in the other,
9th. The formation of & joint commis-
sion to secure the efficient lighting of
the great inland waters common to
oth countries. And, 10th. The forma-
tion of a joint commission to promote
the rotection and propagation of fish
gté the great inland waters, common to
th countries, Now, then; lot us exa-
mine these propositions seriatim. The
first, second, and seventh of them go
naturally to%ether, and they need no
comment. They ¢
conditions of the old Treaty of 1854,
which operated so favorably for us, and
80 much more favorably for the United
States. The third proposition—as to
manufactares—is the only item that
“has n;et Wwith bitter opposition, and that,
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strangel enou%h, from all three coun-
tries. 1. will leave it for the present
and return to it again. The fourth
proposition, for the enlargement of our
existing canals, is one eminently for
the advantage of the United States,
and involves a very large expenditure on
‘our part. Itisimpossible to estimate the
enormous annual gains that must re-
sult to the farmers of the Western
States when vessels of 1,000 or 1,200
tons shall be able to load in the upper
lake ports and sail direct to Liverpool
—free from transhipment expenses,
brokers’ commissions, way-harbor dues
and ocean-port charges, and return
direct to the prairies with hardy immi-
grants and cargoes of European mer-
chandise. Canada, no doubt, would
have her share of benefit from all this
—but it could not be compared for a
moment with that of the great North-
western and some of the Middle States.
The fifth proposition—for the construc-
tion of the Caughnawaga Canal—would
be also an immense boon to the United
States. It would open up to the dense
« manufacturing population of New Eng-
land, for the first time, a direct water
communication of their own with the
eat West, it would enable them to
oad ships of 1,000 tons at their Lake
Champlain ports with merchandise for
the Prairie States and bring them back
ﬁ-ei%léted with farm produce; and when
the Whitehall Canal should be enlarged
to Troy, and the im}l)rovements of the
Upper Hudson completed to deep water,
where in the wide world could be found
80 grand a system of internal water
navigation as that stretching as it then
would in one continuous ship channel
from New York on the Atlantic, to the
west end of Lake Superior, and pos-
sibly, ere long, to the eastern base of
the Rocky Mountains. Canada, too,
would have her share of profit in all
this. Her great lumber interests on
the Ottawa and its branches would find
full advantage from it, and the enter-
prising farmers of the middle and east-
ern countigs of Ontario would have the
New England market, with its three-
and-a-half million of manufacturing
R‘opulation, opened to their traflic. -
he sixth proposition is the concession
to each other of the inland coasting-
trade, and nothing could be done more
sensible or more profitable to both
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parties. Our season of navigation on
the Lakes is short—the pressure for
vessels in particular trades at special
times is very great on both sides of the
lakes, and freights advance to unrea-
sonable rates. Cheap transportation is
‘a foremont question in this Western in-
dustrial world, and what can be con-
ceived more absurd than to sce, as is
often seen, large quantities of produce
lying unshipped for want of vessels,
because foreign bottoms cannot take
freight from one port to another in the
same country? What the United
States could fear from the compotition
of our limited inland marine, with the
‘5,576 veasels of all kinds, and an aggre-
‘gate tonnago of 788,000 tons, it is Jifé-
cult to imagine. The cighth proposi-
‘tion for the reciprocal admission of
vessels built in eitger country to regis-
‘try in the other, is generally regarded
‘as highly advantageous to this country,
‘and no doubt, such is the fact. But 1
confess I cannot see why it ought not
to be regarded as infinitely more ad-
vantageous to the United States. Dur-
ing the civil war the merchant vessels
of the Republic were sold in large num-
bers to foreign owners, and acquired
foreign registers ; and notwithstanding
‘that ship-building had almost disap-
pearcd from the United States in con-
sequence of an extreme Protectionist
gg icy, the law absolutely forbade their
‘being bought back or vessels of foreign
builf being purchased in their room.
‘The consequence is, that at this mo-
ment, nearly the entire passen %er traffic
of the Atlantic is in the hands of
foreigners—a vast Sropr)rtion of the
freight of merchandise from and to
foreign countries, is also in the hands
‘of foreigners—and only two months
ago we had the start in§ statement
made officially by Mr. Bristow, the
very able Secretary of the United
‘States Treasury, that no less a sum
than one hundred millions of dollars is
‘paid annually by the people of the
%nitedAStates to foreign ship-owners
for freights and fares. New, a largo
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‘portion of these ships, which the peo-

ple of the United States require so
urgently, can be as well built in St.
John ‘and Halifax and Quebec, and at
‘Tess cost than in any other country.
Why then, deprive  American eitizens
of t{e privilege of buying them from
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us, and sailing them as their own?
We are told that American ship-build-
ing is reviving, but were it to revive
with all the rapidity the most ranguine
could desire, it could not keep pace
with the wear and tear of the present
reduced marine and the annually in-
creasing demand, much less begin to
supply the vacuum created since the
avar. The 9th and 10th proposals arc
for tho appointment of Joint Commis-
missions for the care of the light-
houses and the fisheries of the inland
waters common to both countries, but
as to these there is no difference of
opinion, and no doubt of the greut
mutual advantago that might flow frem
the proposed concerted action in regard
to them. These, then, are the whole of
the items; and now let us return totl.e
one we passed Ly—the list of manufac-
tures. Now, honorable gentlemen, [
shall not allege for one moment that
there is no ground whatever for the loud
outcries we have heard from Protection.
ist manufacturers against the admis.
sion of their wares to the free list of tho
Treaty. That some would have suffer-
ed by the competition it would have
entailed, I readily admit—for in all
avocations there are men whose waunt
of experience or want of energy or de-
ficiency of capital unfit them for such
a contest. But while all our sym-
pathies must have gone heartily with
such men in these circumstances, had
the Treaty been consummated, I can-
not think that this great measure, af-
fecting advantageously as it would
bave done so large a proportion of our
industrial population, ought to have
been given up simply because some
among us might have suffered from its
provisions. Are there not always suf-
terers by every new measure of tax-
ation--by every change of the tarift—
by every new municipal assessment
scheme? And yet who dreams of re-
jecting a great measure of public policy
because such individual hardships un-
fortunately attend them? 1 cannot,
however, help thinking that many of
the gentlemen who have been com-
plaining most loudly of their threaten-
ed ruin would have been more frighten-
od than hurt had it gone into effect.
It cannot be an unmixed evil to ex-
change a market of four ‘millions of
buyers for ome of forty millions, and [
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industry natural to Canada or the
United States, and in which a con-
know some shrewd manufacturers
among us who heard with deep regret
of the action of the American Senate.
It is not to be doubted, however, that
a great deal of the alarm which has been
professed in reference to this section of
the scheme, has arisen from the parties
not knowing exactly what the Treaty
proposed. 1 have myself met many
gersons who supposed that they would

® most injuriously affected by it, but
who found on a little euquiry that
their articles were not in the slightest
degree affected. A curious instance of
this was seen in the excited meeting
of New York druggists to denounce
the injurious influence of the Treaty on
heir ‘trade—though mnot an article in
aeir business was touched by its pro-
Visions.  Only within the last few
days I met a most intelligent gentle-
man who was positive .hat his business
Wwas to be wery much injured, if not
destroyed; but it turned out, after a
little conversation, that the article he
mainly manufactured was not at all

- affected by the Treaty. And there
have been many such cases among
those loudest in their protestations. A
great deal of éhe indignation, too, and
& great deal of the eloquence has pro-
ceeded from parties who were angry-—
not because their wares were included
in the scheme, but because®hey were
excluded from it. But hon. gentle-
men, for my own part, [ am ready to
meet all objectious to this part of the
Proposed Treaty on higher and broader
grounds. T contend that there is not
one article contained in the schedules
:kat 18 a fit object of taxation—not one
: at ought not to be totally free of
Su?by either in Canada or the United

tates, in the intorest of the public. I
?Jontend that the Finance Minister of
tl?nadUa Who—Treaty or no Treaty with

© United Saates—was able to an-
nounce thp repeal of all customs duties
on the entire list of articles in schedules
A, B and C—even though the lost
rovenue was but shifted to articles of
luxury—would carry with him the

hoarty gratitude of” the country. I

call the attention of the Senate earnest-
ly to this fact—that nearly every
artlcle. in the entire list of manufac-
tures is either of daily comsumption
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and necessity among all classes of our
population, or an impleément of trade
or enters largely into the eoonoinic'ai :
prosecation of the main industries of
the Dominion. Let mé read you the
whole list: ‘

Agricultural Implements, all kinds.

Axles, of all kiuds.

Boots and shoes, of leather.

Boot and shoemaking machines.

Buffalo robes, dressed and trimmed.

Cotton grain bags. Cotton denims.

Cotton ferans, unbleached. .

Cotton drillings, unbleached.

Cotton nlaids. Cotton tickings.

Cottonades, unbleached.

Cabinetware and furniture, or parts thereof.

Carriages, carts, wagons, and other wheeled
vehicles and sleighs, or parts thereof.

Fire-engines, or parts thereof.

Felt covering for boilers

Gutta-percha belting and tubing.

Iron—bar, hoop, pig, puddled, rod, sheet,
or scrap.

Iron—nails, spikes, bolts, tacks, brads, or
springs.

Iron castings.

India-rubber belting and tubing.

Locomotives for railways or parts thereof.

Lead, Sheet or pig.

Leather, Sole or upper.

Leather, barness and saddlery.

Mill or factory or steamboat fixed engines
and machines, or parts thereof. )

Manufactures of marble, stone, slate or
granite. ’

Manufactures of wood solely, or of wood
aailed, bound, hinged, or locked with metal
inaterials.

Mangles, washing machines, wringing ma-
chines, and drying machines, or parts thereof.

Printing paper for newspapers.

Paper-making jwachines, or parts thereof.

Printiag type, presses and olders, paper
cutters, ruling machines, page-numbering ma-
chines, and stercotyping and electrotyping
upparatus, or parts thereof. ’

efrigerators, or parts thereof

Railroad cars, carriages and trucks, or
parts thereof.

Satinets of wool and cotton. .

Steam-engines, or parts thereof.

Steel, wrought or cast, and steel plates
and rails.

Tin tubes and piping.

‘I'weeds, of wool solely.

Water-wheel machines and apparatus or
parts thereof.

These articles were selected with &
triple object. The first wus, as I have
alveady stated, that they should be
articles of common daily use among
the people or affecting the prosecution
of our leading industries.. The second
was that they should be of such &
character as to be difficult to smuggle
across the lines, and easy..of identifi-
cation as the genuine-production of
Canada or the States. And the third
was that they should be as far as
possible the production of branches of

Negotiations.



103
siderable inter-traffic between the two
. countries might reasonably be ex-
pected. And if the list is carefully
examined I think it will be admitted
that the articles fairly fulfil these
three conditions. Could anything be
more img;olitic than the imposition
of custom’s duties on such articles as
these ? Time was in Canada when
- the imposition of duty on any article
was regarded as a misfortune, and the
slightest addition to an existing duty
was resented by the people. But in-
creasing debt brought new burdens—
the deceptive cry of ¢ incidental pro-
tection ”’ got a footing in the land—
and from that the step has been easy
to the bold demand now set up by a
few favored industries that all the rest
of the community ought to be, and
should rejoice to be, taxed 173 per
cent. to keep them in existence. And
it is remarkable how small a portion
of the community are concerned in
the maintenance of this injustice. I
hold in my hand an accurate return of
the men, women and children person-
ally employed. in all the industries
that could possibly have been affected
either advantageously or injuriously
by the Treaty had it gone into opera-
tion—and it appears that the entire
number is 68,813. Of these, a con-
siderable number would practically
not be affected at all, for they have
no protection now and don’'t want
any; a large number would only be
affected in a small part of their
business; and a very large number
would be advantageously affected by
the Treaty. The number who could
honestly declare that ‘ ruin” to them
would be the result, would be small
indeed. And it is not unworthy of
note how very small are the contri-
butions of the industries that might
beaffected by the Treaty to the foreign
exports of the country. In the yesar
ending 30th June, 1874, the exportsof
domestic products were as follows :—

Reciprocity

Products of the farm............. ...... $34,269,311
Products of the forest... .. 26,811,715
Products of the fisheries... . 5,292,368
%rodu«ga of the mine......cceeerseer.. 3,977,216
eW BhipB...c.cinivnvnineniiiiiiins oo 796,675
Miscellaneous......... 419,’810
‘ $71,573,085
Manufactures....cceeisessersvares voery 2,353,663

POtALcrrec cerresvvnsasrmmreenssenenss $73,926,748
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The amount of manufactures im-
orted that year was, therefore, a
ittle over two millions of dollars, but I
hold in my hand a return of the
articles that made up this amount, and
I find that several hundred thoumsand
dollars of it could not fairly be classed
as manufactures at all; that more
than half of the -emaining amount is
made up of articles not protected now,
and that the contributors who are
protected now and could be injuriously
affected by the Treaty, are few in
number and very small exporters,
And now let us place in contrast with
this the great agricultural interest
with its half million of hardy workérs
—which has no protection — which
feeds the whole people, and contributes
besides annually to the foreign exports
of the Dominion commodities to the
value of thirty-four millions of dollars,
I hold in my hand a return of the
customs duties levied on agricultural
products going into the United States,
and to show the advantage that would ¢
have accrued to our farmers from the
operation of the Treaty, I will now
read some of the items :—

Negotiations.

Animals.... 1.ee. 20 per cent.
geef... .1c per 1b.
atter .4¢ per b,
Cheese ....4c per lb.
Honey ....20¢ per gallon.
Lard wooeviioniniinninncnnienes 2¢ per 1b.
Meats (smoed, &e.)........ 33 per cent.
Pelts 10 per cent.

ic per 1b.

+...30 per cent.

lc per lb,

Wool (worth 32¢ & under)10c per 1b, & 11 perec.
.12¢ perlb, & 10 per c.

Barley .15¢ per bushel.
Beans .10 per cent.
Bran... .2 per cent.
Flax (undressed). .$5 per ton.
Flax (dressed) .... .$20 per ton
Flaxseed...ccceereensennennnne. 2uc per bushel.
Flour ....c..cvvevicciivinenee. 20 per cent.
Fruit (green) .c.cceencereeenn 10 per cent.

5 €3 N 20 per cent.
Hops........ resestaeeetnsenasenns 5¢ per 1b.
Indian corn ........... +000.10 per cent.
Maltuicneiieenneenieen veee 20 per cent.
Maple 8UGAT .ccoveiierrerrnnens v per cent.
Meal (081) .ceeerrervunnrnecrane ¢ perlb.
Meal (corn).. ..10 per cent.
Oats..ccovnnnes .10c per bushel.
Peas (seed)...... .20 per cent.
Peas (vegetable .10 per cent.
Peas éspht) ..... . ..20 per cent.
Rye...c.ee... . 18¢ per bushel.
Seeads..... ..s« 20 per cent.
Tobacco ....35¢ per 1b.
Vegetables......uneriinens 10> per 1b.
Wheat..ooieeerernirnnen +e. 20¢ per bushel.

All these duties would hgve been



108 Reciprocity [FzBrUARY
swept away and the American market
thrown freely open for all farm pro-
ducts. The great lumber interest, too
—in which 100,000 men are said to be
engaged — which has mo protection,
which not only supplies our home mar-
ket, but sends 27 millions of dollars’
worth of lumber annually to foreign
countries, and employs a large fleet of
vessels in its traffic ; how would it have
been affected by the operation of the
Treaty ? Why it would have swept
away an average duty of 20 per cent.
from the entire exportations to the
States. And just so would it have
been with our great mineral interest.
Seventy-five cents per ton now levied
on Cape Breton and Pictou coal would
have ‘becn abolished, and the New
ngland markets would have been
freely openod to our coal trade.
wenty per cent. on iron ore and one-
and-a-half cents per 1Ib. on lead ore
would also have disappeared. The
great coast fishery interest would also
bave been largely benefitted, for the
American market would have been se-
cured to it for twenty-four years to
come, On the whole, therefore, I
think it will be safe to come to the
conclusion that however a portion of
“our mannﬁmtm\ini interest might have
been affected by the Treaty, the result
on the lar{e industries of the Dominion
could not have failed to be beneficial.
I come now, honorable gentlemen, to
the objections which have been urged
against the Treaty from such quarters
as entitle thom to a formal answor.
The first of these is the allegation that
the Treaty discriminated against Great
Britain in favor of the United States.
Nothing conld be more unfounded than
this. It was perfectly understood
from the opening of the negotiations
that no article could be free from duty
n regard to the United States that
Wwas 1ot also free with regard to Great
Britain, and nothing clse was ever
coptexpplated for amoment. The other
objections which have been made I find
80 clearlx formulated in a memorial of
the Dominion Board of Trade, and
clothed in such unusually temperate
lan.gu.age, that I shall answeor them
seriatim.  And I venture to believe
that a very cursory examination will
show how very little forco is contained
in the whole.of them. The first ob-
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jection of the Board is in re
what has been styled ¢ the slidi
scale,” and about which we have hew

a very great deal for many months
past. In the first place, then, I have
to say that the gradual reduction of
the existing customs duties was nos
part of the Treaty, but merely & mode
of putting the Treaty in operation as
easily a3 possible for all parties con-
cerned. It was suggested merely as a
moans of overcoming two difficylties
found to exist, not only in the United
States but in Canada as well. ' It was
supposed to be not undesirable to give
manufacturers some time of prepara-
tion for the change by :gradually re-
ducing the existing duties on foreign
goods. Moreover, had the duties gone
off in one day, the revenues of both
countries would have been seriously
affected, and the simultaneous imposi-
tion of new taxes to replace the loss of
revenue, might have been a ditficait
task. Bat, in truth, the importance of
this matter has been absurdly exagger-
ated. It has been totally ignored that
—though the duties of the United
States on fine manufactured goods are
enormously high—on the articles we
send them the average is only about
24 per cent. Now, one-third of this
coming off would have made their rate
for the first year 16 per cent., whilo
ours would have been nearly 12, and
for the second year their 8 per cent.
against our 6; and at the end of the
second year all the duty would have
come off in both countries. - Moreover,
the important fact scems to have been
forgotten or concealed, that we would
have had some compensation for that
smull sliding-scale disadvantage, in the
fact that the coasting trade and ship
registry clauses would have gone at
‘once into operation, while the enlurge-
ment of our canals could .mot have
become available before 1880: And to
sum up the matter, it is. by no means
certain that the sliding scale might
not have been disponsed with .alto-
gether, for in the Customs Act giving
effect to the Trea y, clauses would, no
doubt, have been inserted, giving tho
two Governments power by, proc

tion to put the whole Treaty in force
at any earlier moment they might
mutually find convenient. The second
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objection of the Board of Trade is tho .
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danger they see in a ]i)romise to com-
plate the canal works by 1880. I dare
gay the Canadian Government carefully
congidered this matter before they
committed themselves to it, and had
the best advice upon the point that
skilled engineers could afford them;
and I venture to believe that my
honorable friend in the other Chamber,
who so admirably presides over the
Public Works Department, was as
competent to judge of what was fitting
to be done in the premises as any man
in Canada. The third objection is that
in the opinion of the Board of Trade
the entire ocean coasting trade of the
United States should have been con-
ceded to Canada. No doubt—but pro-
bably the other party had something to
say ta that. The fourth objection of
the Board is that the right of obtaining
United States rogistry for Canadian
ships cannot be regarded as a valuable
congession—seeing that Canadians, in-
stead of keeping their ships and sriling
them, might be seduced into selling
them, and thereby transfer to the
Americans the great profits of the car-
rying trade. 1 venture to think this
objection is not worthy of a reply. Tlre
fifth objection of the Board is, that the
Caughnawaga Canal should not have
been stipulated to have been built until
the construction of the Whitehall Canal
was absolutely secured. The Canadian
Government thought otherwise, and I
ventare to believe they were right in
what they did. The chief interest of
the United States may bo “in the open-
ing up of a new route to the ocean "—but
& very important interest of Canada is
to o]l)en up a new water route from New
England to the West. The sixth objec-
tion of the Board is, that the right of
re-entry of goods into the country of
their production should have been pro-
vided for, but was not. All goods
placed in bond can now be re-entered
in the conntn%()f“x:m whence they came.
Surely the 'd cabnot mean that
broken ?p&ckages of goods should be re-
turned ? The seventh objection of the
Board is, that it cannot tell whether
goods manufactured in either country
must be composed entirely of native
materials, Certainly not. The eighth,
and last, objection is, that all consular
foes and certificates should have been
abolished by the Treaty, but were not.
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It is by no means clear that this would
have been an advantage. The hon.

gentleman ther proceeded to refer to
the recent action of the United States
Senate on the Draft Treaty, and to its
return to the President with the advice
that it was inexpedient to proceed with
it. He explaincd that the proceedings
of the Senate had been taken in execu-
tive session, and were therefore strictly
secret, but the probability was that no
full discussion of the matter had been
had in consequence of the shortness of
tho session, the a%sorbing interests of
the questions now agitated and the
large financial deficit that had to be
met by the imposition of new taxes.
The fate of the negotiation was, how~
ever, settled for the present, but the
agreement that resulted from it was on
record, and he did not doubt would yet
make its appearance again and form
the basis of a new an1 more successful
negotiation. It took six years to con-
clude the negotiation for the Treaty of'
1854, and not a few delays and rojec-
tions occurred in that time. He totally
misconstrued the present temper of the
American public mind if a great change
on the subject of protection and finance
and foreign trade was not approaching ;
and when that day arrived the large
and practical scheme embraced in the
Draft Treaty will hardly be forgotten.
But be that as it might, it was not for
the people of Canada to be influenced
by any such anticipation. They had
shown their ability to open new mar-
kets for themselves when the American
market was closed against them, and
the clear path for them was to follow
up, with redoubled energy and perse-
verance, the policy on which they had
entered. Let the Americans load their
industries with customs’ duties as they
choose ; be it the firm policy of Canada
to remove every barrier in the way of
commercial extension, to repeal all du-
ties on raw materials, on articles used
in manufacturing, and on the common
necessities of daily life, and to replace
the revenue lost, if needed, by a wiser
and cheaper system of taxation; let
them seek to develop their great na-
tional industries, and especially the
agricultural, shipping, fishing, mineral
and lumber industries; let them open
up new markets adapted to their traffic,

-and let the Canadian flag be found float-
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ing on every sea. The hon. gentleman
concluded by apologizing tor detaining
the House so long, and resumed his
seat after speaking for tw> hours.

Friday, February 23, 1873.
"SYDNEY MARINE HOSPITAL.

After routine,

The Ion. Mr. BOURINOT moved
for all plans, correspondence, docu-
ments and tenders,in possession of the
Government, relativo to the proposed
crection of o Marine Hospital at Syd-
ney, 'C. B., specifying the respective
amounts of such tenders. The hon.
gentleman explained that many ten-
ders had becn offered, and in the interest
of' the future hospital he was anxious
to learn their respective amounts, and
any othor information which could be
obtained.

Ho~x. Mg, LETELLIFR said that
there was no objection on the part of
the Government to give the particulars
desired, and they would accordingly be
ready as soon as possible.

THE ICE-BRILGE AT QUEBEC.

Hon. Mr. RYAN rese to propose a
quostion with reference to the forma-
tion of the ice-bridge within the limits
of the harbour of Quebec. He had
broaght f’orx.vard & measure and asked
fome questions on the same subject
Iftgst session.  On that oceasion his hon.
fngnd, the Minister of Agrictlture, bad
informed him that.he would take the
subject into consideration in the inter-
val between that ression and the pre-
sent. He would ask, therefore,whether
any measure had been prepared, or
\\"hethcr 1t was the intention of the
Government to introduce an ¥ measure
on the subject. e miglit rention
that his attention had been specially
directed to the question on the present
~occasion by a correspondence in the
pa%:ers at Q webee between the munici-
pal authoriies. It had been urged by
some that the municipality had no
right to_stop the steamers, their con-
tract being to lcave every day during
the year. Io need not remind the
House of the greatdisaster that attend-
ed the shipping last year in conse-
quence of the bridge of ice. The emi-
‘grants were detained on board their
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ships for nearly ten days and suffered
great privation and hardship. The
Minister of Agriculture, in whose De-
partment the case of emigrants was,
(so pressing was the necessity) went
to Quebec to ameliorate the condition
of the cmigrants. He did not pretend
to say that there were not two opinions
on this subject; he believed there were,
and that many of the inhabitants found
the ice a convenience, but the loss had
been so great last year that its occur-
rence again mightinjure our prospects,
the character of the river and the
navigation very seriously, and also in-
jure the prospect of emigrants coming

y that route to some extent. 1t was
on the assurance of the Minister of
Marine that some means would be taken
to prevent such a thing occurring again,
that he (Hon. Mr. Ryan) withdrew his
measure on 21st May last. He would
therefore inquire whether the Govern-
ment intended to introduce any mea-
sure, during the present session of Par-
liament, with a view to prevent, as far
as practicable, the recurrence of the
loss and delay to ships and immigra-
tion, and of the serious injury to the
trade and commerce of the lgiirer St.
Lawrence which occurred in the spring
of 1874, in consequence of the stoppage
of ico and the formation of an ioce
bridge within the limits of the harbour
of Quebec.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER replied, that
it was not the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce such a measure this
session. ~ During this winter they had
been informed that the St. Lawrence
Steamship Company was trying to
prevent the formation of the ice bridge,
and that this company was in a situa-
tion to carry out the views his hon.
friend had expressed, when he brought
the matter before the House last ses-
sion. There had been, he believed, a
quarrel between the company and the
Corporatir n of Quebec; but he under-
stood and he believed that up to this
time the company had been able to pre-
vent the formation of the ice bridge in
question.

BRITISH COPYRIGHT WORKS,
Hon. Mr. RYAN then moved for
copies of all des})atches and other eom-
munications which had I)assod between
the Governinent - and its agents ‘and
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other individuals since the 31st March,
1874, relative to the question of re-
printing British copyright works,under
certain conditions, as set forth in « An
Act to amend the Act respecting copy-
rights” passed by this Legislature in
tho rossion of 1872, and reserved for
the signification of Her Majesty’s plea-
surc on the 14th of June, 1872, He
almost dreaded to bring this subject
again before the attention of this House.
Ho had so often had their indulgence
that he thought they would scarcely
have the patience to listen to him
again; but it was simply to have the
papers, which he thought would be
very important and very useful in con-
sidering the measure of copyright,
which his hon. friend the Minister of
Agriculture had introduced into that
Iouse. and which was on the way to-
wards its second reading. He might
meontion, however, that he was greatly
gratified to find that this subject had
now assumed a new position. It had
occasionally made some piogress, but
gonerally, to every step it made for-
ward, it made one backward; but at
length the question of copyright had
attained a prominent position---it had
been mentioned in the Speech from the
Throne, and.he hoped they would be
able to succeed in framing a bill which
would be satisfactory to the printing
interests of this country, ang which.
would also not be oljectionable to the
printing interests of England. He
-would just recall what our position was
with regard to this question. An ad-
dress to the Imperial Parliament on
this matter had been moved last year,
praying that the bill of 1872, which
was passed and which met in every
respect the wants of tho printing and

ublishing interests of Canada, should

ave the consent of the Government
at home, it having been reserved for
the ccnsideration of Iler Majesty's
Ministérs. Inorder to guide this House
in its deliberations it was nocessary
that copies of thedocuments and resolu-
tions which had passed betwoen the
Imperial and Dominion Goveinments
should be placed before the House,
that they might know what were the
views of the Imperial Governmeut on
the question. He was rure that the
hon. gentleman who hal taken so
active an interest in the matter, would

-Lands in
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have no objection to produce the papers
for the information of this House, or
of any Committee (whether a Com-
mittee of the whole or a private Com-
mittee), to whom he might refer his
views. _

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER replied that
he should be in a position to afford hon.
members of the Committee, all the
correspondence that had taken place
on the subject, in order that alaw
might be passed best suited to the
interests of the Dominion.

LANDS IN MANITOBA.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD then inquired
whether the inhabitants of the Province
of Manitoba can reckon upon the speedy
solution of the difficulties which have
been pending ever since their entry
into Confederation on the subjects—

1st. Of the lands of which they were
in possession at that time without, suf-
ficient titles, but for which Letters
Patent from the Crown were guaran-
teed to them by the Manitoba Act.

2nd. Of the rights of cutting hay
and other rights reserved to them by
the said Act.

3rd. Of the grants of land for their
children provided for by the same Act,
and of the causes which have prevented
the making thereof.

The hon. gentleman said ho was
sorry to bring this question again be-
fore the Houso, but when he looked at
the provisions of the Manitoba Act,
with reference to those who were in
tho possession of land in that Province,
and when at the same time he c¢on-
sidered that for four or five years this
question had been before them, and
nothing had been done, he must con-
fess he was by no mcans satisfied, and
not only was he not satisfied, but the
Province which he had the honour to
represent was not, and never would be
satisfied until their interests were bet-
ter attended to. Hon. gentlemen would
at once admit that nothing was more
painful for any one than not to have
any title to one’s property ; and no one
in that Province could be said to have
a sufficient title. It was well known
that the only title to property was the
book which was kopt for a time by the
Hudson’s Bay Company. However
sufficient a title this might have been
in the old time, it was certainly not

Manitoba.
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sufficient now; and he had to ask
hon, members of the Government from
time to time, what was going to be
done to put an end to this painful posi-
tion of affairs. A great deal had been
promised, but he was sorry to say no-
thing had becen done. He was aware
there were many difficulties to contend
against, but he thought that sufficient
time had been given for the settlement
of these difficulties. He would say a
word or two about the grant made to
the half-breeds. They knew that Can-
ada was obliged to give them that
grant, but at the same time they could
not but feel uneasy that so long a time
had elapsed without anything having
been done. It was neither fair for the
old nor for the new settlers. Property
would certainly be sold more easily if
these difficulties were settled, while
under the present state of things every
sale was accompanied by some loss of
money; for no one would risk any
great improvements on a property, or
any large expenditure where there was
no title. He hoped this would be the
last year he should have occasion to
dircct the attention of the Government
to their position. There were many
other grievances of which he would
like to speak, but the question of the
lands was the most grievous, and he
would not say anything in respect to
the others. ile concluded by go ing
!;hat if wot before many days, at least
Immediately after the session, a moa-
sure would be taken to give them that
Justice upon which they have been
waiting so long.

. Hon, Mg. SCOTT begged to assure
his hon. friend that the Minister of the
Interior, who had charge of this duty,
Tan Imost anxious to carry it out as
lg‘.‘gy and as liberally as. possible.
hec culties, however, which it was un-
Iecessary forhim to discuss, had arisen.

0 regard to the first question, as to
When patents would be issued, he was
lnfortped that they would be issued as
sﬁeedﬂy 33 possible. In reference to
the second,which touched on the rights
Qg cutting hay, they also were in course
gé settlement; he believed many had

en already arranged, indeed all ex-
Q:Ft those which required additional
Intormation and fuller surveys. There
Was 1o intention or desire on the part
of thg Government to delay, but it was
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necessary to proceed with due caantion
where there were so many different
claims. With regard to the third ques-
tion, the grants of land to the children
of half-breeds, he was advised that they
could not be prepared till certain claims
had been adjudicated u};:m. They had
been for some time in the hands of the
Minister of Justice, and the distribu-
tion of lands would be proceeded with
at an early date.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD said the question
which he had now to put was a con-
tinuation of the first. It was as fol-
lows:—Why the Act 36 Victoris,
Chapter 6, passed with a view to
smoot:hin%l difficulties and saving ex-
pense with respect to those lands, had
not been put into execution? He had
asked the same question last year.
Immense services were expected from
the operation of that law. He had
been told that it would be put in
operation immediately, very likely
before his arrival in Manitoba, but he
had gone and had come back again,
and yet nothing had been done, and he
would like to know what was the in-
surmountable obstacle that existed
now, but which did not appear to
exist then.

Mr. SCOTT replied that it was
found to be entirely too expensive and
cumbersome, and an Act was to be
submitted this session to enable some
one to go into the country and adjudi-
cate on the cases. Thishad been done
simply with the wiew of gaining dis-
patch, Had the judge of the higher
courts disposed of the case it would
have cost a great deal, and serious
delay would also have ensued.

Hon. Me. GIRARD said that it was
understood that the court would be

resided over by one of the judges and

y two citizens of the country at the
same time; that either a justice of the
peace or some one occupying a similar
position would assist the judge. An
auxiliary would be wanted, however
the matter were arranged. It was
highly desirable that some one, &
native of the country, should assistthe
judge, for the questions at issue were
not any of those of law, but arose out’
of the manners and customs of the
country. fThe Act 36 Victoria pro-
vides for tﬁat, and he considered it a
very wise measure on that account.
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As the Government had propared a
measure by which money would bo
spared and time would be saved, he
must accept the explanation and hoped
it would meet the requirements of the
case, although at the same time he
could not refrain from expressing his
doubis as to the result.

Hon. Mz, SUTHERLAND rose up
to support his honorable colleague in
his enquiry, tfor which he considered
there was a great necessity. He was
aware that an application for patents
had been made by a considerable num-
ber of the inhabitants, but he was not
aware that any had been received.
‘What was the veason why these patents
had not been ‘issued? For his own
part he could not conceive of any ob-
s.acle. Perhaps the hon. gentleman
at the head of the Government could
give them some explanation on that
point. He was not at all satisfied with
matters as they stood at present, or
with the explanations that had beon
offered. Two years ago he hud re-
ceived the same explanations himself,
but to-day these explanations were no
longer tenable. He was sorry to say

that a very great indifference existed

somewhere in regard to this question.
Hon. gentlemen would understand
how very undesirable a position the
whole Province was in, when not one
inch of the land on which settlers re-
sided was their own, because, as his
hon. colleague had just remarked, all
could be said that old settlers had to
show for it was an insertion in a cer
tain book kept by the Hudson Bay
Company, of which they had little in-
terest in keeping any record. After
referring to a case which had come
before his own knowledge as to the
malfeasance of an officer in the depart-
ment, he reminded hon. gentlemen
that neither of the grievances, that of
the lands to be given to the bhalf-
breeds and the issuing of patents, had
a8 yet been settled, and he would
impress upon them in conclusion that
these were not sentiments peculiar to
himself or to his colleagues, but were
largely shared in by the rest of the in-
habitants of Manitoba.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT could not speak as

to the particular case alluded to by the-

hon. gentleman, but he had no doubt
that had the hon. gentleman called the
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attention of the department to it the
matter would have been investigated.
With regard to the general question ho
would say again that no unnccessary
delay had been exercised by the depart-
ment in carrying out lilerally and
generously all the provisions in regurd
to the North-West. The patents were
going out as rapidly as possible. Wheto
cases were disputed, where laws over-
lapped cach other, some delay must
necessarily arise, but their interests
were safo so long as the Government
held the fec of the land; but it was not
possible to carry the work forward
with the rapidity which tke hon. rep-
resentatives of the Province thougﬁt
and no doubt was desirable.

Negotiations.

PRINTING OF BILLS,

Hon. MR. SCOTT then said, that in
aceordance with the suggestion made
by the hon. Speaker for hastening the
printing of bills for the second reading,

e would move that a change be made,
such as that provided for in the other
Chamber, and, he believed in the House
of Lords, that bills be printed imme-
diatcly after the first reading. Carried.

AGRICULTURAL RETURNS.

The Hox. Mr. LETELLIER then
laid on the Table the Agricultural Re-
turns for the year ending December,
31st, 1874, He oxplained thatif thesre
had been any delay, it arose from the
fact of some of thereturns not having
been sent in till January. Thoroturns
were for the other departments made
up to June 30.

* NOVA SCOTIA BILL.

The Hon, Mr. MILLER moved the
first reading of an Act to repeal coer-
tain provisions in the Act of Nova
Scotia. Carried.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

The Hon. Mz, LETELLIER then
moved that the last order on tho
notice—to resume the debate on tho
Reciprocily motions—should be the
first order of the day. Carried.

RECIPROCITY NEGOTIATIONS.

On motion for the resumption of the
debate being carried,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL rose to ex-
press how very desirable and conve-
nient it would be if the House under-
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stood how the Government stood in
reference to the treaty. In the debate
immediately after the spoech from the
throne, language was used by the Right
Hon. Premier indicating that the nego-
tiations for a treaty were in such a state
a8 would make it extremely inconve-
nient if the House were to press by
any remarks in reference to it, and he
hoped they would notdoso. Language
not precisely so distinct was held in
this House by the Honorable Minister
of Agriculture. All of a sudden his
hon. friend made a full explanation—
the difficulties vanished, and appearad
indeed to have been only imaginary.
The position of the hon. gentleman
who made the explanations was rathor
a peculiar one. He was immediately
responsible to the Queen and Her
Majesty’s Government for what had
‘bappened at Washington, yet the ox-
. planations he had given to the House,
for which they were cxtremely indebt-
ed to him, were as from a private
member of Parliament. Involving
such large interests as did this treaty,
it should be treated, as it was treated
by the hon. gentleman yesterday, with
great urbanity ; they ought to under-
stand the position of Government in
this matter, what instructions they
had given, and what were (%eir plans:
He would also like to know how it
was that they had first the expression
of the Premier and the Honorable
Minister of Agricultare. dopreciating
all discussion, from which thoy were
& moment asked to depart, without
any additional cxplanation from the
Governmen, and he thought they were
eutitled to understand their position
very distinctly. ,
thHON' Mg. LETELLIER said that
the reason why he had called upon
MOR to speak to the question was that
nod ?_ commencement of Parliament
¢ cision had been come to by the Sen-
ate 1 reference to the proposal which
and it en made by the Commission,
W1t was only after that decision that
the hon. member had moved -for the
Papers.  He moved as a member of
that House, and he had overy right to

* bring before tho House and the coun.
try his views on the question. If they
had not been precluded by the fact
that at that time the proposal was
being submitted to the Senate of the
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United States, this question would
have been discussed before. Thesitua-
tion was now changed. Then the nego-
tiations were opened, now they were
not. He had justreceived the decision
of the Senate, who declined to form the
treaty with Canada. The hon. gentle-
man was now, therefore, at perfect
liberty to express his views on the
question.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not think
that these reasons were sufficient, Very
different language had been held at the
beginning of tho Session, and simply
because the United States Senate had
come to a decision since Parliament
had opened, they had been called upon
to spealk to the treaty. For his own

art-he did not know that any decision
ad been arrived at either before or
since the opening of Parliament. The
question, he beliesed, had been before
a Committee,but what was done by that
Committee was a matter of profound
secrecy. He did not understand how
he (Mr. Letellier) had been able to
learn so thoroughly the decision of
that Committee, nor why he should
bave given this as the reason for
their departure from the original
views held by the Government. He
thought that the House was enti-
tled to have some account of the
origin of the embassy and of ‘the
instractions which hw{ been given.
They were entitled to know from some
one responsible to the country what
had been done, they ought not to be
put off by an explanation given by a
private member of that House. ‘U'his
was an important—a State matter, and
it was nct right that a discussion of
this -kind should go.on without any
authoritative information as to the
position the Government had taken in
the matter. Was the Government the
instrament of his hon. friend, or what
was their position ? They were cer-
tainly entitled to know the instruc-
tions given, so that they might
understand how the treaty originated,
and what really was the position of
the Government relative to this mat-
ter.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said that an
hon. member of this side of the House
had moved for these papers, and the
Government did not intond to prevent
the papers from being laid before this

Negotiations.
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House., They readily agreed to put
them in possession of the papers, and
this wou?d show that they were in
possession of infcrmation; but they
were not now compelled to give any
verbal information to that House. If
the Government had refused these
%apers, then the hon. member for

ingston might complain with justice,
but when the address was allowed, the
Government could not be said to shirk
from giving all the information in
their power. He thought it would be
better for the hon. gentleman to
criticise the action of the Government
when he had the papers in his
possession.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL thought it
was very unsatisfactory to proceed in
that way in a debate of such impor-
tance, and to wait till the papers were
laid upon the Table. Ie proposed
then that they should adjourn till that
time. It might be more convenient to
postpone the debate tiil they had a full
(sitatement of what the Government had

one.

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER said his hon.
friend might think it better to take
that course, but it was not usual to
talk upon the question tiil the papers
were before the House- If the hon.
gentleman thought fit to make such a
motion, he could not prevent him. If
his hon. friend was not ready to answer
the proposition made by the hon.
mem%er for Toronto, it was his own
fault, and not that of the Minister of
Agriculture. If then he (Mr.'Camp-
bell) was ready, they were, if he were
not, they were not.

Hon, Mr, BUREAU did not under-
stand how they could adjourn the
debate and move the address.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the
inconvenience of going on was very
great; (hear, hear, from the Govern-
ment benches)—perhaps the hon. gen-
tleman would allow him to finish—the
inconvenience, he would repeat, of
going on was very great, because there
was no statement from the Govern-
ment as to what had been done. The
hon. gentleman who had made this
explanation ard who was Plenipo-
tentiary to Her Majesty had no doubt
done the duty entrusted him by the
Government. But they were placed in
a peculiar position. “What has the

Reciprocity
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Government done ? The hon. gentle
man had doubtless made his report to
England. Let the House be informed
a8 to the particulars, or let them ad-
journ the debate.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU thought his
hon. friend was in favor of an unusual
course. The best plan would be, he
thought, to follow the ordinary prac-
tice of Parliament, and go on with the
debate now. Let the address pass.
The papers would come down, and
then the hon gentleman could bring
up his debate in any way he chose.
During the whole course of his Par-
liamentary experience, he never knew
of an address to the Crown, on which
such large interest dependcd, being re-
fused, and he apprehended his hon.
friend would not insist on such a course
as that. :

- Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not wish
to oppose the ad.iress, but was anxious
to see the papers. What he wanted to
understand was, the position occupied
by the Government and by the hon.
gentleman. Something of that po-
gition might have been understood
from the account which the hon. gen-
tleman gave of the origin of this effort

' to procure reciprocity. So far as one
could judge from the narrative of the
hon. gentlpman, this did not so much
result from the Government, as from
his (Mr. Brown’s) sudden inspiration
in the course of his conversation with
Mr. Rothray.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—The hon. gen-
tleman is mistaken, I know nothing at
all of the course taken previous to that
time.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL—It only
showed how right he was in asking
information as to the course pursued
by the Government; these explana-
tions, if they were before them, would
enable them to understand the position
better than they now did. 1f the hon.
gentleman had taken the course which
he ought to have taken, he would have
explained to the House the instructions
he had received. His (Mr.Campbell's)
idea was, that the Hon. Mr. Brown tnd
Mr. Rothery met at Toronto, and Mr.
Rothery informing him what he was
about to do, Hon. Mr. Brown remark-
ed, that the giving up of the fisheries
for a money consideration, would be
distasteful to the people of Canada, and
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suggested instead, that he should en-
deavour to obtain some reciprocal ar-
rangement. Mr. Rothery went to
Washington and adopted that idea.
The Hon. Mr. Brown himself was then
asked to go down to Washington and
ascertain what the prospects of nego-
tiation wore. Leaving that part of the
subjoct, and the question of the origin
of this negotiation, which he supposed
was adopted by the Government on the
suggestion of the hon. gentleman, the
course which had been pursued through-
out, both in this House and in Wash-
ington, showed that the hon. gentleman
was really the person who controlled
the negotiations, and who, to some ex-
tent, he would not say instructed, but
suggested what should be done by the
Government. (Hear, hear.) All was
suggestive that in order to change the
plan which the Government had origi-
nally intended to adopt, in stopping
the discussion of this question, an ima-
ginary decision of the Senate had beon
arrived at.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT thought that it
bad been stated that authoritative in-
formation had been received that the
Senate had decided that it was not ex-
pedient to adopt the treaty.

Hon. M. AMPBELIZ’—Then my
hon. friend is wrong, because he stated
what no one knew.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER—I stated
that the Committee of the Senate had
reported to that effect, and that I un-
derstood the Senate had endorsed that
report.

Hon.Mgr. SCOTT—AdI these different
statements may be harmonised, inas-
much as they occurred at ditferent
times.  We have just been informed by
official despatch, that the Committee
.48 reported that it was not expedient

adopt the treaty. '

ON, SLL— iffi-
cult o Mz, CAMPBELL—It was diffi

tiong, Proceed with so many interrup-

. 6 was sure, apart from the
origin of this discussion, apart from
he control which he had exercised,
and which he continued to exercise
over tho management of this treaty, it
Wwas possible, he thought, to listen to

© nurrati.e of the hon. gentleman
Without considerable interest. 1le was
anxious to say that he gave the ho.
gentieman credit for the greutest an-
Xiety and oarnest offorts to accomplish

[Frpruamy £8, 1875.]

Nogotiations. ‘128

the object for which he  went to Wash-
ington. He had no doubt that the
efforts he made were persevering, and
such as were likely to accomplish the
object in view. Everyone who knew
the career of the hon. gentleman would
give him credit for a very sincere love
of country, and he was quite persuaded
that anything ho could do, in the light
in which he had viewed this matter,
would be dono by him to bring about &
result which he believed wouid be an
easontial service to this country. He
had no doubt of that whatever, and
was glad to be able to offer his humble
testimony toit to-day. But the course
pursued by the hon.gentleman although
characterized by great earnestness and
perseverance was somewhat lacking,
he thought, in judgment. He hoped
his hon. friend would aliow him to use
such an expression without offence.
He had a great respect for him, and
would not willingly offend him on any
account, but he would recognize the
spirit in which he made these remarks
was one of auxiety to obtain informa-
tion as to how this matter had becn
brought about, and not to reflect upon
any person or party in this country,
but simply to be able to place before
the country a narrativeé of all that bad
occurred, in order that they might see
how matters stood; and that if any’
negotiations were entered into in the
future, they might be taken up at the
stage where they were left oif. But
he must express his doubts as to the
Jjudgment exercised by the hon. gentle-
man in carrying on the negotiation in
the manner in which it had been car-
ried on. The hon. gentleman had ob-
served in the course of his speech that
the way to obtain the treaty was not
to approach the Unitod States cap in
hand, but if they were to judge from
his printed arguments, from the mem-
orandums signed by Sir Edward Thorn-
ton and himself, from the procoedings
at Washington, and from the calm sort
of indifforence and reticence with -
which the negotiation was met by the
United States Government, they could
not but come to the conclusion that the
hon. gentleman had done just that very
thing which he thought it was not
necessary to do; that although he
thought it so unbecoming to approach
the American Government cap 1b hand,
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yeot they would see that he did almost
" approach them in that manner. This
was manifested by the argument used
in the paper, by the fact in the first
place of a paper being presented at all,
and in the next by his visit to Wash-
ington. To have been successful they
should have started on the true basis
that each country was interested in
reciprocity. A - suggestion to that
effect might have been made to the
American Government, and if satis-
factorily answered,then some one might
have been sent down to Washington.
But when they found the hon. gentle-
man going down so promptly, and
urging upon the Washington authori-
ties the granting of this treaty—work-
ing for it and presenting reasons, which
to his mind, rather indicated that this
country did not want the treaty—and
then, instead of heing met by some
advance on the part of the United
States, by a disposition not to make
any step in that direction, he certainly
thought that they had gone the wrong
way to work, and that that was net the
spirit in which the people of the coun-
try would like the Americans to be
approached. ' It would have been bet:
ter to have approached the Americans
on more equal terms than we had
actually carried out and practiced,
though he admitted, that the way in
which he (Mr. Brown) had proposed
to carry on the negotiation was the
right way; but he contended at the
same time that it was not the plan
which he eventually adopted. He
thought that the general feeling of the
country was that Canada had as much
to give as America. When they looked
at the enormous population which
America possessed, aund considered the

Reciproeity

ad vantages which they might hope to

obtain from reciprocal commercial re-
lations, although they of course would
be glad to avail thomselves of these
advantages, yet at the same time they
were under no necessity for asking
anything like cap in hand for this
treaty. And he thought when his hon.
friend approached the Guvernment at
Washington as he did, and urged upon
them in his vigorous and earnest man-
ner and with all the argumouts in this
book, that he showed his ar xiety too
much, that he really foll into the error
mentioned in tho speech of the right
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hon. gentleman (the leader of the Oppo-
sition) as a not impossible event. Y-Ie
thought that what the Hon. Mr. Brown
had said to the House, and what was
said in this pamphlet, both combined
to show that the hon. gentleman pur-
sued at Washington a course which
was too eager, and which did not truly
and clearly reflect the disposition of
the people of Canada, which was to
approach the Government of the United
States as on a matter of fair business
and on equal terms and notin any way
to beg a favor at their hands. When
tho hon. gentleman went beyond that,
he went boyond what was really the
feeling of the people of this Dominion,
He dare say the hon. gentleman did
not believe that he went cap in hand
but such  was the impression that
was obtained from reading the
statements contained in the book
alluded to, and from hearing from
the hon. gentleman the narrative of
hiz procceding at Washington. The
arguments, too, that had been used
by the hon. gentleman in order to in-
duce their neighbors to look fuvorably
on the treaty were not, in his opinion,
likely to succeed. In them he en-
deavored to show that the Americans
would have by far the best of the treaty,
but he hardly thought that was the
way to influence them in favor of the
negotiation, for the Americans would
cortainly think that the advantages of
the treaty to Canada must have been
very greatif they took so much trouble
for its renewal. Since the abrogation
of the treaty, argued the hon. gentle-
man, in 1854, the trade returns, which
a little before that time had fallen off,
had increased to a large extent with
other countries, and in the course of a
few years Canada stood in & better po-
sition than ever. The same argument
was applied to the drug export, which
apparently showed that Canada did not
want the treaty at all; and how the
hon. gentleman expected the Ameri-
cans to swallow that line of argument
and act upon it, he was soméwhat at a
loss to conceive. Butit hardly seemed
to him to be an argument which should
be addressed to a Government so in-
telligent and so keen as that of the
Americans.  Objections were taken to
this treaty by many persons and many
parties in Canada, notably by the Do:
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minion Board of Trade, objections
which the hon. gentleman had answered
more or less. Those objections, how-
ever, scemed more grave to him (the
speaker) than they had appeared to
the hon. mover of the Address. He
thought probably that the answer
which ho gave'to the first objection, as
to the reduction of scale duties, was
sufficient, and rendered that objoction
of less importance. The second ob-
jection urged by the Board of Trade
“touched on the gradual reduction. of
the duties. Tho average daty laid on
goods going from Canada to the United
States was, he believed, 25 per cent.,
while the duty paid by products of the
United States coming here was 173 per
eent.  He did not think, on the whole,
that the objection to the gradual re-
duction of these rates was a vory
scrious one, but there was another ob-
Jection of a more serious character,
which did not seem to have been suffi-
ciently understood, nor did it seem to
have been sufficiently impressed on
tho mind of tho hon. gentleman; he
lj?ferred to the construction of the
Caugnawaga Canal. In the first place,
1L was very unwise to have sti pulated
that the work should be finished by
1880; wo ought. only to have been
bound to have completed the canal in
43 short a time ss possible. Grave
objection hadd been taken to the fixing
of the period of the Pacitic Raiiway.
It was decided at the time that it was
& very unwise proceeding, but there at
all events wo were dealing with our-
solvgs. It was one part of the country
dealing with another. The represen-
tatives of that one province in our
%oeglsluture wore quite willing to listen
i S:ll&v reasonable excuses that might
?ﬁerggzlced; l.)ut in this case it was
selvos to do sgte “i)e_ were blpdmg our-
Wo might fi mething in 1880, which
Juight find ourselves unable to
perform within the time specitied. If
1t wore not done within the period
specified, he supposed tho conditions
would fall to the gronnd. The fact of
the _possibility of the troaty being
nullified by failure in the conditions
was enough to deter manufacturers in

Canada from speculating as they other-
Wise would. 1

; ould.  He did not think that
this ob,)ocnon- had beon sufficient y
answered by his hon. friend. He said
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it was necessary to fix some period and
therefore he fixed'this; but even then
it would have been wiser and safer
not to have made that a condition -
of the treaty, to have named &a-
longer period or the earliest pos-
sible day. The other objection was.
that it was not coupled with a stipula-
tion on the part of the United Statos
that they would continue it to the
Hudson river. They promised to re-
commend it to the State of New York-
legislature, which was & very uncertain
method of procedure. A recommenda-
tion of a similar nature had been made
to the same legislature on the occasion
of a former treaty, but which had
never been carried out, and he did not-
ses why in the present instance the
hon. gentleman could have expected .
bettor success. As to the permission
to,go through tho canal in that State
he believed they might have done that
before, but that was a matter of much
less importance than would be the
continuation of this canal from White
Fall to the waters of the Hudson. It
waas quite equal in importance to the
construction of that portion of it which
lay in Canada, and why the hon. gen-
tleman should’' have proposed to bind
Canada to construct one portion of the
canal in a certain period and not bound
the Americans to construct theirs as
well, he was at a loss to understand.
The only explanation that he could see
lay in assuming, what was just pos-
sible, and he hoped the hon. gentleman
would pardon him for saying so, that.
he did display some over-eagerness for
the obtaining of the treaty. No obli-
gation to commence our work should.
havo been undertaken until our sug-.
gostion had been first responded to by
the others. Inanswer to this objection
the hon. gentleman replied that the
canal itsel% was a most important one,
and irrespective of its being carried
out as a part of tho treaty, was of
itself so va}uuble that we might venture
to undertake its construction for our-
selves. Ile apprehended, however,
that this country would not undertake
tho construction of this canal simply
as a local work, and cortainly not-on
the scale mentioned, as a twelve feet
canal. If the country undertook the
construction of this. canal at sll, it
would be with the intention of having
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a continuous communication with tbe
Hudson River, and not for any local
purpose alone. In answer to another
question with reference to the coasting
trade, the hon. gentleman had said
that wo could not expect a treaty to be
altogether such as we wanted. It was
very casy to say we will have this and
we will have that, and we might very
easily make treatios to suit ourselves,
but in reality we could only get what
both parties agreed to. Ho agreed
with the hon. gentleman’s obsorva-
tions, but had he not displayed that
eagorness about the matter, had he
held himself a little more aloof and
taken, if not a high and mighty, at
any rate a proper, fair and independent
attitude, willing to make a treaty, but
not willing to go a-begging for it; and
had he been a little more reticent, the
authorities at Washington might havo
shown a far stronger disposition to
advance. He hoped that some of the
other objections taken by the Board of
Trade would be cleared up. Some of
them might easily be arranged with a
little more time and attention, and
perhaps a littlo Jess eagerness, such as
discharging of cargoes on Lake Cham-
plain, the bonding system, and a fow
other similar points. Then a remark
had been made as to the indifforent
phraseology of the schedules, an
additional proof pointing to the eager-
ness and anxiety of the hon. gentle-
man to obtain the treaty, which was
not in actcordance with the feeling.of
the people of Canada, who were satis-
fied with their own business and pros-
peritdy, anxious to be good neighbours,
and desirous of increasing their trade
by any fair means—willing to make
reciprocal terms' with the United
States, and believing that they could

ive as many advantages as they could

ope to obtain. The hon. gentleman
concluded by repeating that so fur as
they were able to judge, though the
hon. member for Toronto held the
language of independenco— which was
the language of the country—yet in
his actual conduct he had gone beyond
that and shown that cagerness and
desire to get this treaty which, per-
haps tended to defeat its object, and
which was not the reflex of the people
of the Dominion. Instead of a simplo
parrative of the negotiations at
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Washington which the hon. gentleman
had given them, he considered they
should have had an official statement
from some responsible member for
what had been done.

The Hon: Mr. CAMPBELL having
resumed his seat, ]

Hon, Mr. SCOTT addressed the
House. He considered it very inex-
pedient to discuss a measure like the
{)resont on a mere motion for papers.

f the hon. gentleman opposite wished
to criticise or censure the acts either
of the Government or of the Commis-
sion, the reasonable way would have
been to have passed the Address, and
when the House was in full possession
of the facts, then to have put a notice
on the orders of the day to enable him
to discuss the subject at longth. The
course would have been the more de-
sirable considering the position the
quostion was in. It had only gone
through the first stage, and would have
had to pass, not only the Legislatures
of the United States and the Dominion,
but that of England as well, so that,
whatever shape the treaty was in at
the present moment, no one could say
what would be its final appearance
after it had gone through the various
Parliaments whose concurrence wus
necessary before it could be adopted as
a treaty. He did not prppose to
answer his hon. friend. 1¥e thought
the hon, gentleman who, with Sir Ed-
ward Thornton, had arranged the
terms of the treaty, had given to the
Houso a very full explanation of his
E;ocoedings at Washington. He had

en charged by the hon. leader of the
Opposition with having been too eager
about the matter, and with having
gone cap in hand to the authorities at

Vashington, and that in his arguments
to secure the attention of those author-
ities ho had endeavored to show that
the last treaty had been rather preju-
dicial to Canada and to the advantage
of the States. He would leave his hon.
friend to clear himself from the insinu-
ations of the momber for Kingston.
We would simply advert to the initia-
tion of this question by the Govern-
ment of Canada. His hon. friend would
remember that, since the abrogation of
the treaty in 1864, the Feople of Canada
and the States, particularly the Western
States, desired its renewal, and the at-

Negotiations.
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tention of both Governments was drawn
to the desirability of having some re-
ciprocal relations in regard to the trade
between the two countries. An oppor-
tunity seemed to present itself for con-
sidering this question, when, under the
Washington Treaty, it became neces-
sary to receive an extra compensation
for the fisheries. It was well known
that in the past they had always been
the losers in their treaties—he would
refer to that with the State of Maine—
whether from the apathy of the Im-
perial Commissioners, through whom
all our negotiations had to be filtered,
or from some other cause, they invari-
ably lost'a good deal. The hon. gentle-
man knew that they had to speak
through a power on the other side of
the Atlantic, and that, however keenly
they might feel their position and the
Interests of the people, those interests
must necessarily suffer somewhat from
the delays and other inconveniences
consequent on theintervention of a
superior power. In the treaties re-

cting"the boundaries of Canada our
interests had been largely sacrificed.
It was only a short time since the San
Juan difficulty. There again they
were checkmated, if he might use the
term, by the cause of this country not
being fhirly represented. He was sure
they must all coincide with this feel-

dng; and they mustalso see that if

the question of the value of these
fisheries was E]aced beyond their
management and control, they would
receive a much smaller sum in ex-
change than they were fairly entitled
to. It would, therefore, be & less da-
maging cloud upon their national honor
if these fisheries could be exchanged for
some equivalent which would increase
© trade relations between the two
w““g::;ar’gm llllon. gentleman said he
the treaty; he denied

the fact, and he would az); hon. mem-
t'hl'tsht;t) compare the course pursued by
the On. gentleman at Washington with
that ursued by the ropresentatives of
© Dominion four or five years ago,
when it became notorious that large
sums of money had been spent to bring
gbout the treaty which they were seek-
Ing. But as the hon. gentleman had
8aid, and said in a spirit of which he
felt proud, the arrangements of this
h‘eatg’ had been honestly drawn up, as
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between two great countries—(hear,
hear)—and the whole cost of the nego-
tiation was under $4,000. He contended
that this small sum could have occa-
sioned no undue pressure in carrying
on the negotiations. All who had given
any attention to the subject were aware
that Amerita was in a state of extreme
difficulty and embarrassment; things
had been at a dead lock for eighteen
months; the representatives at Con-
gress had sat up twenty, twenty-five,
and even thirty hours, discussing im-
gortant questions. With so many dif-

culties to contend against, they could
hardly be expected to be desirous of
considering a treaty with their neigh-
bors who lived on their northern boun-
dary. But apart from that (and he
thought it was one of the best argu-
ments in refutation of the charges made
by the hon. gentleman), he would point
to the very great eofforts made by the
lumber trade, the iron trade, and the
woollen manufacturers to stop the
course of this treaty. Nearly all those
who were at the head of the woellen
manufactures opposed it; while those
engaged in the iron trade of Pennsyl-
vania pointed out the injurious effect it
would have upon their trade; and the
lumbermen of Massachusetts sent. re-
presentatives to Washington to get this
treaty quashed, because it would give
us such an immense advantage over
them. He hardlﬁ thought it fair to
this House that hon. gentlemen who
were at an advantage over the others
in respect of their information of the
details of the treaty, should discuss
this question, and it would have been
much better if the hon. member for
Kingston had deferred his criticism till
the motion of the hon. member for
Toronto had been passed, and the pa-

ers had come down. He then could

ave put a motion on the table for an
enquiry. They knew that on delicate
questions of this kind they were ex-
tremely sensitive, and it was unwise to
give utterance to the criticisms which
possibly they might feel in relation to
this topic. He thought that the feel-
ing which had prompted the States to
withhold the treaty would eventually
be dispelled, and that the general opin-
ion would soon prevail that, living
alongside a people who enjoyed the
same climate and temperature, and
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spoke the same language, and culti-
~vated thesame commerce as themsclves
the barrier of custom should be broken
down, and that the trade relations
of the two countries should be placed
on a liberal and generous basis. This
principle was admitted as far as China
and Japan. The commercial relations
between the powers of Europe were
being arranged on a liberal and gener-
ous basis, and were found to be to their
mutual benefit. Treaties of this nature
exercised a very peacoful influence on
neighboring nations. Cobden’s Treaty
had prevented a war. and the difficul-
ties between themselves and the States
would be much diminished if the trade
relations were renewed. He did not
now intend to discuss which side would
gain the most advantages from the
treaty. He thoyght it was hardly fair
to have reflected on his hon. friend from
Toronto in the manner that had been
done by the hon. member for Kingston.
It was hardly possible to have met ano-
ther gentleman in Ontario who would
have made so good & commissioner.
(Hon. Mr Letellier: hear, hear.) No one
in the broad Dominion of Canada was
80 conversant with the commercial reh-
tians of Canada—who for the last 25
years had kept a watchful eye on the
interests of the country—who, as edi-
tor of the largest paper in the Do-
minion, was well acquainted with all
the questions which would come before
him—who knew where the United
States would have the advantage, and
who also was so well aware of our
expectations in the futare; and he
ventured to affirm that hé could not
have entrusted the honor and dignity
of this country to a gentleman who
would have hesitated more to sacrifice
the national reputation of the
Dominion. (Hon. Mr. Letellier: hear,
hear.) He did not think, however,
that hon. gentleman required an
apologist to defend him. He was too
thoroughly mastor of this question.
Of this he had given the best possible
evidence in his speech of the day
before; for he thought that the House
folt that the hon. gentleman was per-
foct master of all the details of tho
treaty, and of all the issues which it
embraced. He had not probably gone
into it in the exhaustive manner in
which he might have done; but he
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gava this Ilouse unmistakable proof
that he was sufficiently qualitied for
t{l)neﬁ{)losition which be was called upon

Hon. MrR. ALEXANDER said that
the treaty was not now before them
either for their consideration or discus-
sion, but the hon. gentleman who had
moved for the papers had very properly
made a lengthened explanation, in
which he had endeavored to mect tho
objections of the press of the country
and of the Boards of Trade. Such a
statement was doubtless looked for by
the country. It was a subject upon
which varied and opposite opinions
were entertnined. If' they assumed,
which they must, that the Government
of this country was really the author
of this treaty, that it sustained the
whole of their views enunciated by
the hon. member from Toronto; if
they assumed that to be the position
of the Guvernment, he felt it to be the
duty of the members of this Iouso
from different parts of the Dominion
to give expression to what they
believed to be the sentiment of their
respective sections in regard to this
treaty. He could only speak for his
own section of the country, because
different opinions were entertained in
the different parts of the Dominion,
In British Columbia the treaty would
be held as a great boon, and he believed
the same sentiments provailed in
Manitoba and in Nova Scotia. Upon
various commercial grounds, the treaty
would possess greater valuc to those
Provinces than to the particular one
for which ho had the honor of a scat
in that House. The people of Ontario
would acquiesce in the renewal of the
Treaty of 1854 as the proper action of
the Government, and they were quito
prepared to enter upon any nocessary
expenditure to enlarge or deepen their
canals, as an inducement to thoe United
States to renew the same; but he did
not agree with his hon. friend from
Kingston that a satisfactory answer
had been given to the objection raised
against the sliding scale. Tho duties
had been estimated by his hon. friend
at 25 per cent., instead of being what
they really we.e—at 35 per cent.

Ho~n. Mr. BUREAU—i35 per cent.
is not the average. The average duty
is 26 per cont,
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Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—He was
well aware as to the average, but 35
per cent wag the provailing tariff upon
all manufactured goods such as enu-
merated in the last schedule. Jde
would ask whether the arrangement
of that sliding scale in the manner
Proposed would be fair and reasonable
and just between a country of forty
millions of inhabitants and the Do-
Iinion. He was surprised at a people
of such prosperity making such a
Froposal to a young and rising country
ike the Dominion. The honorable
gentleman then observed that he came
to the important question as to how
the industrial interests of the Dominion
would be affected by the addition of so
many articles to the free list. We
could not look but with pride and
gratification to -the great success
which had attended such indus-
trial  enterprise, giving employ-
ment to so large a part of our
young population—giving such an im-
Pelus to the growth of our cities and
towns, and constituting so large a share
of the general prosperity. It would be
replied that such a treaty would give
such manufacturers 40,000,000 more
customers. But he would now ask the
members of the Government whether
they were prepared to advance and pro-
pound the doctrine, that & young coun-
try, with limited capital, a deficiency
of skilled and mechanical labour, and
not very advanced experience, was
capable of measuring arms either with
the neighboring Republic, and still
more with Great Britain, which has
been and continuos to be tho master of
the world in the manufacturing arts.
It was well known that one of the con-
:ideratl_ons which prevailed to make

e United States postpone this treaty,
was that thoy were afraid of th k-
shops of Ky e afraid of the work-

tween usnb and, lgecause free trade
with Englandw?uld involve froe -trade
set forth in the proposed treat The
}:23 gf‘mtleman coxlgl(:lsded by glowing
th groat had been the prosperity of

¢ country since the union—how all
our .H)dllstl'ies had ])rogpered, and ad-
monished the Government to be cau-
tious how they ontered upon an experi-
ment of so critical and hazardous a
charactor—one which might prove dis-
astrous to so large a number of our best
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citizens, and throw out of employment
large masses of our people. He (Mr,
Alexander) was sure that the hon, gen-
tleman, the proposer of this treaty, was
actuated and impelled by the highest
motives,—by a sincere desire to benefit
his country ; but this question was one
upon which the most opposite opinions
were entertained, and conscientiously
entertained, by the first commercial
men of the Dominion. The interests
of the agricultural classes were so
deeply interwoven with the industrial
art that were they to adopt free trade
the decline of the one would neces-
sarily follow that of the other. The
advantage of protection were instanced
by the prosperity of Great Britain, a
country which had been built up by a
protection policy. He was sure that
overyone was persuaded that the hon.
gentleman who went to Washington
was actuated by nothing but an earnest
desire to make this country more pros-
erous than ever it had {een before,
ut he hoped he would not forget that
free trade and protection were ques-
tions on which opposite opinions were
entertained, and conscientiously enter-
tained, by the greatest and most influ-
ential of their manufacturers. (Hear,
hear.) He considered that the ques-
tion should be postponed till the coun-
try had had longer time to consider it.
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER, who ad-
dressed the House in French, sustained
this action of the Commissioner at
Washington, which he contended was
a faithful reflex of the opinion of Can-
ada with regard to the treaty, and com-
plimented the hon. gentleman who had
80 honourably discharged that duty. If
the treaty had been refused now, there
was every prospect, he thought, of a
different determination being arrived
at in the future, when tho advantage
resulting from such an arrangemont
would be more fully appreciated. The
question had been largely discussed in
that Chamber, but he could not but re-
gret that criticism had not been avoided
till the production of the papers. They
might then have been able to form a
different conclusion. He would like to
justify, not the position of the Govern-
ment, but the position which he had
taken, in the matter, but he would wait
till the necessary information was be-
fore the House, and he deprecated their
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coming to a judgment which, in all
probability, would be ill-grounded till
such information was before them. It
would always be time when the papers
did come down to renew the discussion,
although for his own part he hardly
thought the House would be troubled
with the subject again. Those papers,
however, would throw every light on
the conduct of the Government and the
actual position of affairs.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT arose to make
& fow remarks.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER was of opin-
ion that they should wait for the ne-
cessary papers before discussing the
question.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT—The hon. gen-
tleman who had conducted this nego-
tiation had gone into an explanation of
the circumstances connected with it,
and he would give him every credit
for his desire for the interests of the
country, but a great variety of opinion
existed upon this question. He felt it
his duty to tell this House that if the
treaty were carried out it would, in his
opinion, be very detrimental to the in-
torests of this country. In all other
treaties with the United States it had
been the Provinces which had gained
the advantage. The expart trade of
the country, quoted by the hon. gentle-
man, did not show the real prosperity
of the country. IHe quoted Adam
Smith to prove that a home trade,
where two capitals were exchanged,
was worth more to a country than a
foreign trade, whore only one was ex-
changed. The cost of feeding our
paupers and criminals, rockoned at
twenty cents per day, amounted to
the large sum per annum of $700,000,
which was generally in excess both of
the import and export trade of the
country.

Hon. Mr. MILLER begged the hon.
gontleman’s pardon for interrupting
him, but he thought they had had
quite enough till the production of the
papers. There might be reasons why
a full argument of the necessity of the
treaty might be desirable at the pre-
sent timo, and he believed it was usual,
when the gentleman occupying the
position of leader of the House assum-
od the responsibility of saying that the
more desirable course would be to judge
the question on the production of the

Reciprocity
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‘papers, not to press the discussion.

. 1t being then six o’clock the Speaker
left the chair, and on his return at eight
o’clock the Motion was put for the ad
Jjournment of tho debate till the next
day. There were only a fow members
present who were divided in their
opinion, Hon. Mr. Alexander and
several others being in favour of
the debate being continued, but the
Speaker deciding that the Motion was
carried.

The House adjourned.

Wednesday, February 24, 1875.

After routine,

Upon the motion of Hon. Mr. LE-
TELLIER, that the adjourned debate
on the Hon. Mr. Brown’s notice be
resumed,

Mg. WILMOT said that he had lis-
tened with attention and great interest
to the speech made by the honorable
gentleman (Mr, Brown) who had gone
to Washington as one of For Majesty’s
plenipotentiaries, to re-open the subject
of reciprocial trade between the United
States and the Dominion of Canada,
and he had no doubt his hon, friend
had been actuated in going there by a
sincerely patriotic desire to further the
interests of the Dominion, as he under-
stood them, and had he only stated
what had occurred in connection with
the negotiation, he (Mr.Wilmot) would
not have said one word on the subject;
for as the debate in Congress had been
conducted with closed doors, it would,
in his opinion, have been more prudent
that no discussion should take place in
the Dominion Parliament. He coincid-
ed in the opinion cxpressed by his hon.
friend the Sceretary of State, that, as
in previous treaties between Great
Britain and the United States, relative
to.our boundaries and other matters,
ambassadors from Great Britain, not
being well acquainted with our country
and its rights and interests, had inequit-
ably dealt with our interests, it was
degirable that one from among ou 8 lves
should be sent there to guard them.
His hon. friend, howevor, had not in
his speech confined himself to a state-
ment of what the negotiations weie,
but he had propounded a fiscal policy,
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which, in his opinion, should be adopted
by the Government of this country, and
he understood him to say that the
Minister of Finance was in accord with
him in that policy. He (Mr. Wilmot)
could not allow silence on his part to
be counsidered as assonting to the policy
indicated. The hon. gentleman was
aware thst thero were great difforences
of opinion in many parts of the Do-
minion relative to the probable benefi-
cial or injurious effect of the proposed
treaty. It dealt with our producing
and manufacturing industries, and, had
it been entered into, would have ad-
mitted into the markets of Canada free
of duty the natural productions and a
variet{of' manufactured %oods, not only
from the United States, but from Great
Britain also, and from other countrios
with which sho had commercial trea-
ties, causing necessarily a large loss of
reveaue that would have to be made u
in gomo other way. His hon. frien
viewed the general interests to be dealt
with from the standpoint of our import
and export trade, and in referring to
the exports of agricultural products
f'rqm the Dominion to the United States,
belpg $35,000,000, and of manufactured
articles only about $2,000,000, and
consequently that the amount of manu-
factured articles being 8o small, it was
of so litéle importance as not to reqaire
any great consideraticn; but his hon.
friend must recollect that the amount
of the import and export trade was
small compared to the home trade. As
an mmstance, with regard to agriculture;
Supposing the cost of feeding the
4,000,000 inhabitants of the Dominion
ut twentg’acents per head per day, which
Was probably a rate less than it now
;"'l’t‘ to support the paupers and crimi-
“2‘982, 1t would amount in the year to
whi ’300»000, the great proportion of
“"1 Was contributed by the farming
&Og;u ation, being nearly $60,000,000
tl'ade than all the import and export
whi 0} of tho Dominion in the year 1873,
ro iIch was $235,000,000; the same
£ asoning would apply to our manufac-
uring industries, and Adam Smith, the
standard authority on political econo-
;“)‘ ».in his chapter on the home and
oreign  trade, says that the home
trade exchanges two capitals, and
that rapidly, while the forcign trade
exchanges only one, and that glowly,
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and that is by far the greatest teat of
national wealth. Any statesman or
financier whe did not take into consi-
deration the extent and value of the
home trade, might be far astray in his
estimates, The Reciprocity Treaty of
1854 was abrognted by the United
States, with the suppesition that Cana.
da would be forced into annexation if
their markets were closed against us;
but from our trade returns since the
abrogation of that treaty we do not ap-
pear to have suffered ; in faci, the peo-
ple of the Dominion were thrown more
upon their own resources, and new
channels of trade with the West Indies,
South America and the Mediterranean,
which had been previously carried on
through the United States in American
battoms, was now carried on by our own
shipping, giving us not only the bene-
rofitable mar.
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addition, and so far as our trade returns
show, even with the United States them-
selves, our trade had greatly incregsed.
By the showing of his honorable friend
nat only had our trade with them
greatly increased, but in the seven
years since the abrogation of the treaty,
the balance of trade in our favor was
$51,975,008, while during the continu-
ance of the Reciprocity Treaty it was
largely against us. Thore were two
factors or elements in the creation of
wealth: one was the varicd natural re-
sonrces, we possessed, the other—the
labor, industry, and ingenuity of omr
people, converting the raw matorial of
pature into exchangeable products,
Production must precede commerce, for
in the exchange of these products, trade,
whether home or foreign, really con-
sists ; butin commerce another clement
enters—that is the medium by which
the oxchanges aro conducted,. viz., .
money, which is with us gold, and upon
it all our banking operations rest, If,
therefore, our foreign trade should show
a bulance agninst us, our banks may bo
drained of gold to pay the balance, and
all our circalation to carry onour home
industries may be so restricted.aa to
greatly embarrass them. His hon.
friend stated that at the present time,
in consequenco of the derangement in
the finances of the United States; reci-
rocity could not be entertained, and
o (MY Wilmot) saw by the last re-
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Eoiﬁs from Washington that Congress
ad imposed an additional 10 per cent.
on rmg_(‘)rted manufactured articles. His
hon. friend was of opinion that protec-
tion was run into the ground; yet the
Americans were a.shrewd, practical
le, and in their policy they were
ollowed by France, Belgium, Germany,
Anstria and Russia. England was the
only country that had adopted a free-
e policy, but she had only done so,
after generations of a protective one,
during which time she had accumulated
enormous wealth, and had loaned her
surplus capital to all the nations of the
earth, and had invested a vast sum of
money in great public undertakings
throughout the civilized world, re-
ceiving therefrom a large annual
revenue which would pay for her im-
portations. But in the financial history
of the United States it must bere-
membered that about 1832, Congress,
$> meot the demand of the Demccratic
party, passed & compromise tariff,
under which the duties were annually
to be reduced until they reached a
maximum of 20 per cent., with the an-
nual reduction the imports of foreign
commodities largely increased, and in
1837 the excess in value of the imports
over the value of exports became so
gre&t that the drain of gold from the
anks brought about a panic of great
magnitude, cansing all the banks
throughout the %nion to suspend
specie payments. Many of them failed,
and bankruptcy and rin was uni-
versally spread. While the currencyis
a metallic one trade is subject to great
panics, should the imports greatly ex-
ceed the value of the exports. Free
trade, in his opinion, did not consist in
the importation of goods free of duty
if payable in gold fixed in price, but a
true system of froe trade would be an
exchange of commodities on fair and
equal terms. The abolishing of import
duties would so affect the revenue as to
require the deficiency to be raised by
direct taxation, and that would most
probably be put upon the land, for per-
sonal property could in many ways be
put out of sight. He, as a farmer,
wowld be opposed to direct taxation,
and he believed it would act most ir-
juriously upon the busineas of the coun-
try. On referring to a report of the
hon. gontleman’s speech in 1865, ex-
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plaining his reasons for resigning his
deat in the Governmont in consequence
of Mr. Galt having gone to Washing-
ton to negotiate for a continuation of
the treaty, he said that * We should not
have gone to Washington as suitors for
any terms they were pleased to give us.
We were satisfied with the treaty, and
the American Government should have
come 1o us, since they, not we, desired
a change. There was something in
building up a great country besides
mere commercial advantages, and he
did not desire that by a system of reci-
Erocal logislation Canada should be
ound to sail in the wake of Washing-
ton.” Of course no public man should
be bound by opinions expressed nine
yoars ago, but he (Mr. Wilmot) was
very much of the same opimon now.
Our country was of vast extent, and
with all the resources by wise state:-
manship we could build up a great na-
tionality, —its fertile lands, its various
minerals, its magnificont forests and
valuable fisheries, and & fleet of ship-
ing that was to be found scattered over
every sea, with a hardy, healthy, and
industrious population that rendered
us independent of any other country
for the necessaries of life, and sufficient
surplus to oxport to procure a modor-
ate supply of the luxuries of life. And
he for one was not prepared to leg fir
reciprocity without the United Stutes
were prepared to meet us fairly. They
were 80 keen and sharp that they were
bound to have the best of the bargain.
While they have the navigation of the
River St. John, under the Ashburton
Treaty, and could bring their timber
and lumber down, they passed a special
Act of Congress to permit their own
citizens to manufacture lumber at the
Port of St. John, and send it thence
into the United States free of duty.
Our people had to pay from twenty to
forty per cent. duty, giving the Ameri-
cans the monopoly of the busineass.
Ho~n. Mr. KAULBACH —Situated
as wo and the United States are on

‘this continent, many reasons suggest

themselves in favour of move intimate
trade relations, providing proper re-
gard is pud to reciprocal advantages
and the fostering of home industries,
Yot we should be thankful that by the
grace of our American neighbors, our
interests have not been sacrificed or
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even ondangered ; that we can calmly
approach this treaty abortion without
desiring its vitality, only regretting
that the Government should have con-
oeived such a project, and the memory
of it go down to posterity. We look
in vain for reasons why these treaty
nogotiations were commenced. There
were no Imperial objects or purposes
in view, or interests involved—it was
simply a question of trade relations
betwoen us and the United States.
It is now clear to us that our Govern-
ment has been consulted at every
step, and is responsible for every-
thing. The haste and urgency with
which the Government pressed for re-
ciprocal free trade, is quite incon-
sistent with the universal and firmly-
ostablished belief of our peoplo that
they had weathered the trials of the
¢ starvation policy” more successfully
and with greater vigour and health
than our great neighbors, and that
any proposals in the future should
emanate from those who abrogated the
lust treaty. liven had our country
craved for greater treaty relations,
which it did not, and does not, is it
not surprising that the Government,
well knowing that the national policy
of the Unityd States isprotection in the
last degree, with no promise of a
change, but rather the reverse, should
have ventured to make such-humilia-
ting overtures? But yet more sur-
pri~ing is it that the hon. mover of
these resolations, such a temple of
political philosophy, could have been
persuaded to embark on such a forlorn
mission.  And yet still more sur-
prising now, after the oxplanations
and the declaration mado by that hon.
gentleman yesterday, viz: “That, in
the present state of the finances of the
United States, it could hardly be ex-
Pected that the draft treaty could be
carried.” That honourable gentleman
Whose words of yestorday I have just
now quoted, read some remarks made
last session by the Right Hon. the

leader of the Opposition in the Com-.

mons relative to this delegation.
Those quotations fell upon my ears as
‘the utterances of prophetic vision,
What has occurred, it not prophesied
by that right hon. gentleman, yet
were the foars he then ontertained
that, in the haste and patriotic desires

24, 1875.] 142
of the mover of the resolutions to
secure a treaty, the interests of this
country might not be well and -ma-
turely considered. I have not. yead
the printed speech of the hon. gentle-
man from Toronto, but in noting his
utterances I wnderstood him to say,
that the money value to be estimated
and paid by the Washington Gevern-
ment for the use of our fisheries was
digtasteful, whether he said or meant
to the Government, himself; the coun-
try or the United States, I will not
venture to assert. Certainly it is the
first time that I heard any Canadian
utter such o sentiment. It can quite
well be understood that the United
States would gladly rid themselves of
such & large pecuniary obligation.
The most cautious of their leading
business journals admit we have &
claim to the extent of from two to
three millions of dollars annually;
whilst our country claims, on facts,
figures and grounds, strong and un-
answerable, a sum of money+egqnal to
double that amount. We may fairly
infer that the Government at Wash-
ington, in view of this obligation, and
in a desire to delay or get rid of it,
may have been disposed to dally with
our Government and the plenipoten.
taries. Surely the Government can-
not be commended for not sesing to it
ero now,that the monoy value of our fish.
eries should have been fixed and deter-
mined. And before embarking on
visionary treatics, with such a sum of
money fixed and determined, we could
have better mst in treaty making.at
Washington. The Maritime Provinces
naturally take a special interestin this
question of compeunsation. By the laws
ol nations and treatics, in every sense
wbuy look upon the tisheries as an in-
togral part of their territory—as much
s0 83 the fields, mines and forests—
hoping to see a Government in power
that will be alive to these maritime in-
torests, and concede some equivalent
for the rights surrendered—not .at-
tempting to barter them away-—worse
than that, cast them as a bait for a
treaty, which in itself would give such
one-sided concessions. I would ask.the
indulgence of honorable gentlemen
for a short time to a few dry facts and
tigures, showing our commercial rela-
tions, with advantages and, the disad-

Negotiations.
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vantages that have accraed to us be-
fore and since the Americans repealed
the Treaty of 1854. By the Washing-
ton Treaty we leased our fisheries for
twelve years on condition that their
cash value over thoso given us by the
United States during the twelve yoars
should be determined by arbitrators,
and paid over to us. Mr. Rothery, an
English juris-consult, was sent by the
British Government to the United
States to make necessary arrangements
for giving effect to this arbitration, and
was busily engaged gotting up facts
and evidence when our present Gov-
ernment interfered and offered to
merge our fisheries in a Treaty of Com-
mercial Reciprosity. The value of our
fisheries is so great that thoy can
scarcely be valued in money. Three
years azo over 210,000 tons of Unitod
States shipping and 30,090 seamen were
engaged in our waters, the return of
our fisheries to tho United States being
about the ycarly va.uc of $15,000,000.
They acknowledge their indebtedness
to us in money for the fisheries, the
amount only being undetermined We
say $5,000,000 annually, the United
States placing it at or under half that
money. The official returns of the
United States show that from 1820 to
1854, when no treaty existed, we bought
moerchandise from the United States to
tho value of $170,000,000, whilst they

urchased from us less than $70,000.

ur accounts show that during the
treaty from 1854 to 1866 the gross
trade betwoen the two countrics was
about $630,000,000, with a balance in
favour of the United States about the
same as it was during the same period
preceding the treaty, viz., about $100,-
000,000. Added to this, the United
States had the free use of our inshore
Jisheries, worth to them millions of dollars
annually, the frec use of the St. Law-
rence, and also the use of our canals at
nominal tolls. Thus it cannot be
doubted that the treaty of 1854 gave
an enormous preponderance of advan-
tages to the United States. The annual
average of our forcign commerce out-
ward and inward, including that with
the United Statex, was, during the Re-
ciprocity Treaty. $115,631,324, whilst
from the time of its repeal we had to
look for new markets for our surplus
products, which brought to us a large
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carrying trade with foreign countries!
previously in the hands of our American
neighbours. This foreign trade built
up our merchant marine, giving us high
rank and position with other nations
and advancing our foreign trade in 1873
to $240,000,000. During the treaty
more than half of our foreign trade was
done with the United States, since
then less than one-third ; whilst from
the United States Treasury reports it
is shown that from time immemorial
up to the repeal of the treaty in 1866,
there was a large cash balance of trade
in favour of the United States—whilst
tho same report show that yearly and
every year since the repeal that bal-
ance is largely in our favour—amount-
ing in seven years (up to 1873) to the
large cash balance in our favour of
$51,870,000. With regard to cattle,
the average value annually exported
by us to the United States during the
treaty, even with war prices, was only
$2,200,000, whilst since the repeal the
animals sent by us to the United States -
averages the yearly value of $3,500,00:.
Our lumber trade, although undor

regent depression, is most encourag-
ing; in 1873 the home valuation of
exported lumber was for that year
$25,586,816, whilst it must have
reached double that value at ports of
sale. This is quite independent of the
incalculable amount of tho lumber
used in our own home ma~ufacturing,
agricultural and building industries.
During the treaty the annual value in
U.S. of lumber imported from us was
$3,000,000, whilst sinca then it has
averaged $8,000,000 yearly. During
the whole thirteen years of the treaty
the aggregate value of all our lumber
in the U.S. was only $39,000,000,
whilst for the first seven years since
its repeal its value has been $57,000,
000. And the prices of lumber have
been 8o far in excess of what they
were, or are, on this side of the line,
that the only deduction there can be is
that tho consumers, not we, pay the
duty. And so it is with many other
articles that the U.S. must have and
cannot conveniently or profitably get
elsowhere. Of the articles of which
both countries have a surplus we now
have a large amount of the shipping
and sea-going trade. The customs
duties now imposed by the U.S. not
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~ only make us the manufacturers and.
shippers ot our own surplus products of
wheat, flour and other articles hereto-
fore bought by the U.S. and manufac-
tured and shipped by them to market,
but we are large shippers of their own
surplus products of the west. It is
shown by U.S. official returns that in
the year ending June, 1873, we pur-
chased from them, for shipment to
other countries, $2,500,000 of pork,
7,600,000 bushels of Indian corn, 6,-
300,000 bushels of wheat, 435,000
barrels of flour, and 210,000 barrels of
corn meal. We, in 1873, added to our
morchant marine 152,226 tous. The
eople of our Maritime Provinces have
n and yet are largely investing
their earnings in building and sailing
ocean clipper &hips, notwithstanding
the unwise policy of this Gevernment
in taxing that most important indus-
try. Our ships are found in every
part of the world, and at present doing
_ a large part of the foreign trade of the
United States. Although we are
namerically a small people compared
with the United States, yet their trade
with us is the best they possess, if we
exclude Great -Britain and her other
colonies. Of tho total export trade of
the Unitod States in the fiscal year
1871 to 1872, including foreign goods

in transition to foreign countries, we -

took nearly $60,000,000. being about
the tenth part of the United States
traffic with the whole world. I will
now further crave the indulgence and
germission to read a paragraph clipped
rom the Boston Post newspaper, which
t0 my mind largely expresses the
views of the New England States, not
to lose the chance, which the draft
treaty offered, to build up and enlarge

Olr - possessions and trade at our
©Xpense.

“To allow so favorable an oppor-
Pumty for extending the manufactur-
g and commercial power of New

ogland to pass unimproved from
sheer. indifference to its splendid
Promises, would argue a neglect so
culpable as almost to throw the pro-
fessions of the representative system
into permanent popular disfavor. It
ey not occur again in our history.
‘Let Canada knit the fibres of her inde-
gendawe still more firmly and she will
060% - less disposed to make mutual
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‘terms with us than now. Her natural
‘products will find other outlets for the
world's consumption. Her manufacturing
system will extend rapidly. - She will
sail with her cargoes directly past our
doors to supply West Indian and South
American markets, which ought to be
entirely our own. Boston will not,
then, become the distributing centre
for the Maritime Provinces, and less
and less for New England. Our pro-
posed railway and canal connection
with the Lakes and the great grain
region of the North-West will be shorn
of a large portion of the positive
advantages. And instead of New
England’s practically doubling her
Kopulation, and more than doubling
or industrial and trade prosperity,
she will exist with a powergu] rival on
the north and east, and another rival
on the west of the Hudson. What we
nced in these six small States now is
expansion ; to throw oat our hooks for
grappling objects: to form fresh al-
liances; and to conquer the East in
order to strengthen our necessity to
the West. We are persuaded that the
proposed treaty would secure the ob-
ject in full, and therefore every repre-
sentative of New England at the seat
of Government should manifest such
an interest personally ins the recipro-
city proposal as would create a per-
manent impression of its commanding
importance as a legislative measure.”
e ought to translate this article
thus: “This reciprocity will prevent
the fibres of Canadian self-reliance,
independence and unity from being knit
together. It will prevent Canadians
from continning to seek independent
markets, and will make them hewers
of wood, drawers of water, and carriers
of their raw materials to us for 21
ears. It will make the Maritime:
rovinces yet more subservient to us;’
spoiling them of their great fisheries
without compensation, and denyin
them our coasting trade. We will
grant them the privilege of building
up our merchant marine,- thus reliev-
ing them of our carrying trade in
their own vessels to and from -foreigr
markets, which they have so largely
enjoyed since the repeal of the treaty.
1t will prevent Canadian manufactures
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frora expanding. We will throw our
hooks for grappling objects, conquer and
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compel them to make their abode with
us. We will break up their Union,
and p.event their trade from g:owing
in the north and west. We will bave
all the advantage. If we failed to 1n-
jure them without a treaty, we must
injure them with a treaty. When
these British colonies were ‘planta-
tions ;" when their then inhabitants
wero confined to planting and sowiag ;
when they were prohibited from spin-
ning their flax and weaving at their
family hearths; when they wore
simply intended to be producers of
raw materials to be manutactured out-
side their borders, 1 say then, and
under such circumstances, this pro-
posed troaty would have been a boon
to us. But we have burst the cordy of
monopoly and centralization, have
achieved our commercial independonce,
and stand preparing ourselves for high
rank in the manufacturing progress of
the world. The honorable Sccretary
of State secmed to complain that
g:;tizan feeling in this country had

een busily at work to defeat the pro-

osed treaty. I have looked in vain,

in this, the other branch of Parliament,

and in this country, for feelings or ex-
pressions so rordid. The universal
wish was that the honorable gentleman
from Toronto would be successful.
When I met that honorable gentleman
in June last at Washington, closing up
his mission, I expressed my «pinion
that the Maritime Provinces, at loast,
would not be favorable to tho terms
spoken of, After the draft troaty was
sent broadcast over the country there
was no outburst of condemnation. It
was considered calmly and without
prejudice, and little by littlo the public
mind was formed against it, and lead-

.ing men of all political parties, busi-

ness men and capitalists everywhere,
the Boards of Trade and othor com-
miercial associations, all rejected it.
* Even some of the staunchest men in
the reform ranks declared, and yet
declare, it criminal to the best interests
of the country. This shows a deep
seated patriotism in our country, and
that. sectional and party feeling will
be laid aside when the interests and
honor of this Dominion are endangered.
The honorable the Sceretary of State
drew our attention to the large popu-
lation bf the United' States— the forty
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millions of consumers of our surplus pro-
ducts”’—but he ut the same time failed
to tell us that in proportion to its
population there was a corresj onding
number of producers, with old and ex-
tensive establishments in every branch
of industry, not only able to supply
their own home market, but having a
surplus ready to cast, and which they
would be able to cast, if this draft
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treaty was confirmed, against our in-

fant manuafacturing industries, erush-
ing them out of existence. As I before
saidl—we were not desirous of going
back to the days of our ancestors, not
fully satistied with furming, lambering,
tishing and digging up coal and earry-
ing it to our noighbors. True it iy,
aud we are thanktul, we have plenty
of these and to spare, and would be
pleased to give our over-abundance to
our neighbors, and ready to treat with
them in rociprocal trade. But good as
their markets would be for us in those
products, it is in the interest of each of
those industries for us to build up a
home market—tho best and safest
market in the world for the farmer,
and one that, it cultivated, would not
only enrich us, but expand the growth
and vigour of the country, and diffuso
life and erergy in evory branch of in-
dustry. The home manufacturer is the
best friend of the farmer. The furm-
ing interest must ever be our first care.
We exist only through that industry,
and it is to be hoped that the time will
never arrive when, through rash and
non-reciprocal treatios such :s this wo
squander everything in useless projects,
and for revenuo look to the farm and
the forest, by direct taxation or im-
posts. To provide against such a stato
of things, and in order to be a rich
country (the only way to be such) we
must build up and encourage our
manufactures, We have coal, iron
and water power in abundance tor
them, and a natural highway by lakes,
rivers and the ocean for carrying our
surplus wares and merchandise. Weo
are not in want of ships t» do the
carrying. Our Maritime Provinces
build them in size and beauty fo suit
all trales, and to be the priie of the
ocean. Why, then, should we desp..ir,
why go grovelling to Washington,
when we have everything around us
1n abandance. We need but help our-
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solves, and aid and support each
Yeéble industry that can reasonably (in
time) be able to support itself and re-
turn with profit the aid it hasreceived.
The hon. gentleman from New Bruns-
-wick who preceded me showed most
conclusively the great value of the
furm. products of the Dominion, and
the advantage to the farmers the home
market must be. It is to be hoped
that our other branches of industry
will so expand and our population in-

crease that our Dominion will not have.

a barrel of flour to export. I shall
say nothing about dairy farming, as I
believe there are gentlemen here who
can show clearly the injury the defunct
treaty would have had on that largely
developing industry. The argument
that we could sell our ships to the
Americans is that we could sell our
carrying trade to them also. A poor
business for us to allow Americans to
build vessels here to comp.te with us
when competition is so close. Our
: shii)-building material is gotting scarce;
little profit is made on building ves-
sels. It is the sailing of them that
enriches our country. We hear a
great deal about free trade and protee-
tionist theories, but in practice they
often have to ba modifie . We muast have
Tevenue, and if in raising it we can
help on and dprot,ecb our infant manu-
facturing industries from being sacri-
ficed by cheup goods from our neigh-
bors, or else when should we do it.
With our country just starting into
life it cannot be supposed that we can
at once compete with the manuafactures
of the old wealthy countries. We
should learn wisdom. Germany guard-
ed and fostered well her manufactures,
and 18 now able to compete with Eng-

d in the English markets. The
®aty would have deprived us of four
millions of, dollars annually of our
rovenue; the annual value of our fish-
er1es to the Americans, say four mil-
1008 more; then under it we would
have had to build and enlarge our
canals for the Americans by the end
of' 1879, at a cost to us of say, ten mil-
lions of dollars more. The coasting
tmde_ot' the St. Lawrcnce and lakes,
all this for nothing, as a sop to induce
them to exchange cortain commodities
with us, How could we possibly make
this up. This Govornment last year
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raised the taxes on us to the tune of
four millions of dollars. Nothing more
can well be borne by the country. We
are even' borrowing money—and must
continue to do so for our public works,
and to meet our binding obligations,
We must build the railway to the
Pacific—and there wero othor large
demands on us. We have enough bur-
dens, and ought not to sacrifice” our:
country to any extreme free trade
theories. If this proposed treaty had
been forced on us,nothing but directtax-
ation could have followed ; we could not
have discriminated against Great Bri-
tain. Ilow absurd to call thisreciprocity
when such a heavy bonus was to be
paid. To give up the free navigation
and coasting trado of our inland waters
was certainly enough, without offering
to divert the natural trade of those
waters from Montreal and the Pro-
vince of Quebec and the Lower Pro-
vinces, by cutting and making the St.
Lawrence tributary to the American
system of internal navigation. A canal
to Lake Champlain, giving the Ameri-
cans the carrying trade to our great
lakes and the products of our country
to be handled by them, and re-shipped
from their ports to the market of the
world. I would for a moment turn
the attention of hon. gentlemen to the
second paragraph of the fourth article
of the proposed treaty, which reads
thus: * For the term mentioned in
Article XIII, no other or higher duty
shall be imposed in the United States.
upon other articles not enumerated in
said schedules, the growth, produce or
manufacture of Canada, or in Canada,
upon such articles the growth, the pro-
duce, or manufacture of the United
States, than are respectively imposed
upon like articles the growth, pro-
duco or manufacture of Great Britain.
or of any other countrf.” This seems
to be very unfair—as the ave dut
levied by the United States on Britis
goods is higher than the duty on such
goods in Canada. For instance, Britih
manufactures aro admitted here at-a
much lower ‘duty than is imposed on
some articles going into the United
States. If we undertook te manufic-
ture bere and sell in tte United States
any portion of the wares sbe impo
from Great Britain we wowd find our-
selves in this position; that although
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we admitted the wares from Great
Britian at a small duty, we would have
to pay duties in the United States on
the like wares manufactured by us, say,
to double the amount. Our infant
_manufactures having thereby to con-
tend here with cheap goods, and low
tariff, and in the United States with a
_high tariff, excluding them from their
market to the advantage of their own
manufactures. Then the free list B. of
agricultural implements would shut up
many of the agricultural machine shops
here. And I would further remark as
to that list, and the following one, C.,
that many of the articles enumerated
are covered by American patents of
invention, so that we could not find a
market at all for such in the United
States, so that so far it is a delusion and
a snare. The more we study this draft
of a treaty, the morc we must come to
the conclusion that the Americans
would again have the best of it; it is
full of profits to them, but barren to
us,—more than that, injurious to our
-best interests, materially and commer-
cially. Capital, wo all admit, is the
fruits of labor, whilst labor is the crea-
tion of capital, so it is with the manu-
facturer and consumer, and with all the
various great branches of our trade and
buginess, they cannot be hostile to each
other, they do not run in parallel lines
independent of each other, but all tend
and converge to one great object, the
rosperity and advancement of our
ominion. One cannot be sacrificed
without injuring tho other, one great
industry cannot prosper at the expense
of the rest. It is our duty, then, that
we should legislate, so that not one of
our infant industries suffer. (IIcar!
hear!)

Hon. Mr. BROWN said that he had
been very much astonished at his hon.
friend (Mr. Wilmot) having quoted
some remarks as huving emanated from
him. Had he looked a little further
he would have found that he (Mr.
Brown) never made the remarks. In
fact he never spoke upon the subject.
‘The volume from which the hon. gen-
tloman had quoted was by Col. Hamil-
ton Grey, who had been concerned in
a little personal affair along with him
(Mr. Brown), and to show tho animus
of tho author against him he rcad an
extract from the book in which he was
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- characterised as a public man in no

very flattering terms. Mr. Brown then
proceeded to read from the book itself
at great length, for the purpose of
showing that his views at tge time re-
ferred to were not what the hon.
gentleman had attributed to him,
Hon. Mr. REESOR thought the dis-
cussion of this question was very simi-
lar to a post mortem examination on a
dead infant. He considered it was very
fortunate for the people of Canada that
this proposed treaty had failed. There
was of course a difference of opinion
relative to this question. There were
a large number of people in favour of
incidental protection for our manufac-
tures, who were opposed to this treaty.
By incidental protection was meant

- simply that no heavier duties should be

placed upon the goods manufactured
in Canada, than upon those manufac-
tured out of it; that if an import duty
of 174 per cent. was put upon goods
that we did not use, t}ne same should
be levied upon those that we did use.
The money that was raised by duties
on imports might as well be levied
upon such articles as we did manu-
facture as upon those which we did
not. The tax upon the people of the
country was mnot increased by this
means, and hence it was called in-
cidontal protection. Those who were
in favor of the trade in theory had
hitherto sustained the principle of this
incidental protection. There were
some who thought that a heavier duty
should be put on articles which were
manufactured in the country in order
that those manufactures might be
nursed and stimulated. He thought
this was a great mistake. For the
last twenty years there had been a
protective policy, a policy sustained
by Sir Alexander Galt, and advocated
by the then Governmont, although he
believed one of its members was in
princ'ple a free trader. That policy
hal also been sustained by the Coali-
tion Government of which his bon.
friend was a member, and for whose
action he supposed he was responsible.
At any rate that goverument had rais-
ed no objection to a protective policy.
Since then there had beon two govern-
ments formed ; they had boen in power
for a long time; and not only had thoy
sustained the same policy, but the
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P.emior of the present Government,
who had declared themselves in favor
of the treaty, had advocated the same
policy. His hon. friend himself had
pointed that out.
‘&HON. Mg. BROWN—I did not know
i
. Hon. Mr. REESOR remembered the
right Honorable Premier's making a
speech at Hamilton to his constituents,
n which he declared himself in favor
of the policy which had been pursued
by the Government for a numbor of
Years, and further remarked that there
Was no party in Canada that took a
different course, that no party, as a
Em , in Canada advocatetf free trade,
ut that they were in favour of inci-
dental protection, and then, that he
Wag in favour of that policy. In the
of the treaty before them, there
Were no less than forty articles manu-
factared here proposed to be admitted
free of exchange between Canada and
the States, and consequently there
Wwould be no duty upon similar articles
from Great Britain. Now the effect of
that was to place them on a new foot-
Ing with Great Britain, so far as their
manufacturos were concerned, for their
means and capacity. of manufacture
Wwere by no means equal to hers. It
was said that the people of Canada
weore Just as enterprising and could
manutacture just as cheaply as the
people of Great Britain. But wus that
the case? When they took into con-
sideration the fact that money in Can-
ada was worth eight per cent., and was
as difficult to obtain at that interest as
in Great Britain at four per cont. and
When they also took into cousideration
tlllat labor was twice as high as in the
Ol country, how was it possible that
m:y could " manufacture the great
rojo ﬁf Of articles that would be
as t‘;ﬁ Moo competition as cheaply
him up other Country. It seeme({ w
that t‘l:etenl:y a!)surd, and he thought
Tooked i ‘nufacturers of Canada who
Sam Into thit matter were of the
th &ﬁplmoﬂ, a.d were fally convincod
G; : ’}z’ Weie unable to compete with
) rada ritain with a policy ot free
W e This wns a serious matter.
heu they considered that the growth
and wealth of Canada had been ox-
‘traordinary during the lust twenty
years, since their manufuctures had
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arisen; when they remembered how
those manufactures had been tostered
and oncouraged during that perind, he
thought they were in a position to
cease from being hewers of wood and
drawers of water for their American
cousins. Every nation that looked
simply to its own natural productions
for its sustenance must be in conside;-
able danger at evory failure of crops,
but when commerco grew up by the
side of agriculture that country would
become wealthy, and would be in ‘a
position to bear a failure of crops or
any reverse without suffering serious-
ly, or being at the mercy of any neigh-
boring country. Canada was in this
position, and might safely trust to her
commercial industries to help her in
time of nced. Then again, with re-
gard to the experience of the past they
found that since the abrogation of the
treaty their manufactures had grown
up far more rapidly than before, whije
tho increase and consuming power.of
the population had more than corres-
ponded. Since 1866 other trades and
other industries had sprung up, and
we were not suffering in any wa{r from
the cessation of our former relations
with the States. Indeed, so fur was
this from being the case, our markots
for breadstuffs, pork, beef, muttop,
corn, &c., was {ully equal, it not supde-
ior, to that of our American neighbors,
and not only that, but we have im-
ported largely during the last eight
years these very stutts from the Amari-
cans themselves, besides varioas other
articles which we hal used in pack-
ing, manufactaring, o' in re-shapirg
from the raw state. Had they nu.
been able to make a profit from this,
our merchants would not have done,
nor continue to do this. The quantity
of corn, pork, and similar articles
imported in this way, had quadrupled
during the last eight years. .Then
again we had the carrying businoss,
and not only our merchauts, but aa.
railways and our ~hips had boen fufly
employel. All had made something
by theso operations. We had not put:
a duty 01 American raw productions,
and when the canal was enlarged and
we obtained a still larger amount:of
their. trade, it was proposed to Odpt-.
tinue the same policy. By the ab
gation of the treaty the Amcricand



" Reciprocity

had lost the transhipment and carrying
trade, besides other basiness, which
had been transferred to the hands of
“ocur people. The effect of our not
being obliged to depend upon Ameri-
can enterprise, for our markot had fol-
lowed that abrogation, and in conse-
quence we had attained a position such
- a8 wo had never enjoyed before. The
country had never been in so prosper-
ous a condition as during the last eight
years. In only five years out of the
fifty that preceded the abrogation, had
“the balance of trade been in our favor;
while since then the balance had been
repeatedly on our side. Under these
circamstances they had nothing to
fear. Why should they be under any
apprehension as to the American mar-
keots, when they had not only a market
elsewhere, but they could atford to
buy even from tho markets of America,
and actually sell at a profit ? Hé did
not think tﬂere was much to complain
of from an agricultural point of view.
There were certain articles on which
the Americans had not so large a
market as ourselves, and on which
_they, the Americans, imposed a duty.
For example, thoy impose 15 per cent.
on barley, and for a short timo the
price of barley was lowered, but the
effect was that our farmers would not
go on producing at a price which did
not pay them as well as their other
crops. There was a slight falling off
in the production for a year or two,
and the Americans found they were
obliged to have our market and so
built up the price. They had taken a
" large quantity sinco then, and during
the present year the prives ruled
higher than during the Reciprocity
Treat{ In the neighbourhood of West
New York, not fur from Niagara Falls,
a district famous for raising barley,
the prices obtained were about the
same, at any rate no higher than those
realized by the Cunadians.  We had
the name for producing a superior
article, and the American buyer in
coming to our market knew he could
get a large quantity and superior
quaslity, and paid a good price in order
to secure it. Canada was suffering
‘nothing, and was in nced of nothing.
Why sheuld we disturb this state of
things, run the risk of changing this
“grosperity by .compelling the mann-
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facturers of Canada to bear the impor-
tation of British manufactures without
any duty at all. The only protedtion
they asked, and they only asked it inci-
dentally, they did not demand it for
their own especial benefit, was- that
the duty should extend oyer artieles
manufactured by the Dominion, rather
than over those that she did not manu-
facture. The lu-rative manufactures
in our midst, which were adding vastly
to our importance, would feel the
benefit of such a policy. To show
the general affluence, he wonld
point to the extont in which the
capital in our moneyed institutions had
increased, a capital to which the farm-
ers contribute no small amount. In the
Eastern Province since, Confederation,
and since a higher duty had been
placed on foreign manufactured articles,
they had commenced to manufacture
thomselves. Large manufactures had
also sprung up in New Brunswick. As
to the hon. gentleman who had con-
ducted the negotiations, he thought
that no one could have been sclected
more worthy of the position, but after
finding out that he had consented to a
draft treaty, which vastly extended be-
yond our old treaty, he thought the
hon. gentleman was in danger of lead-
ing us to very disastrous results, and
he was quite glad, therefore, that he
had fuiled. He only hoped that as the
Americans would soon find out what a
loss they had suffered in not acvepting -
the treaty, and as there was a possibi-
lity of negotiations being again revived,
he anly hoped that the Government
would give that serious consideration
to an - futare proposals which the im-
rtance of the question deserved.
T'rade relations of 80 important a char.
acter should not be entered into hastily.
If we had entered into the present
treaty we should dostroy four-titths of
manufacturing interests of the.country,
our trade would be forced into different
channels, and by the end of twenty
years we should have to accept such
new terms as our American neighbours
would propose for annexation, or start
entirely ancw and hunt out fresh mar-
kets. The disasters in trade from the
change which would have been forced
upon us would have been most serious.
A large portion of our manufacturing
establishments would have beon
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thrown over, and he appohended that
the timé was very far distant when a
poliey like the one proposed would be
agreed upon. The policy ot admitting
the raw produets of the "States free of
duty was & wise ono, and he hoped it
would not be long before their neigh-
urs adopted the samo plan with re-
&ard to the raw articles of the Domin-
lon.  We should, as far as possible, on-
Courago the carrying trade with South
America and the Wost Indies; which
We had takon away from tho States, as
It would add to and develop our re-
Sources. At the prosent moment our
Internal prosperity was great. Our
Manufacturers and agriculturists en-
yed and promoted the gencral pros-
Perity, and were working haird in hand
0 make this a great country. Why
shoulq they disturb this happy state
of things by forcing a policy upon the
Country the final result of which no
man could foretell. :
Hon, Mg, McLELAN—I agree with
all that has just been said by tho hon.
entleman from Markham, except in
.8 opening remark that the discussion
18 8 post mortem examination. It is
true that the text of this treaty caunot
©® treated as a living question, but the
on, member from Toronto, who has
bon the chief actor in this matter to-
ay, read to us long extracts from the
hm!&ory of reciprocity, all showing
mmly that for a long period it has
n his chief thome. He has also in-
formed us in his reading that he is *“a
Man of indomitable perseverance,” and
aving that characteristic, it should
Mot be assumed that he will lot tho
Tuestion rest. Under ' these circum-
8tances [ deem it of the utmost import-
ance that the genoral question should
' discussed, that opinions from all
‘Boctions of tho country may be elicited.
The hon. member from Toronto, in
S8peaking to his motion, frequently
Teferred to a pamphlot which I tind in
hands of 'a few favored members,
md. which, I a sume, is official, and
tontains tho terms assonted to and ap-
‘Provel by the hon. member anl the
Overnment. Having, then, betbre us
8 treaty to which the honorable gentle-
man would bind us for twonty-one
Jears, it is, in view of the fact that
0¥ may at any time renew negotia-
ou8, our duty—the duty of the whole

Reciprocity
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country—to ‘discuss there terms and
give to'the hon. gentleman our appro-
val or disapproval. Were thequestion
here for definite action, were we called
upon at once to vote yea or nay, the
responsibility of our position would be
more directly folt, and L, for one, should
regret the want of that intelloctnal
strength and breadth of view which
the hon. gentleman saysis nocessary
to its proper consideration. This
proper consideration, I suppose he
means, is to a conclusion agreeing
with himself. I dv not complain that
the hon. gontleman has told in what
way only this question can be viewed, .
but I do complain that in the outset
he should have attempted to «oerce
our opinions hy proposin&r to bring
back from the grave the old statesman
«f our country to express astonish-
ment and amazement it any one in
this House should be found expressing
hostility to this treaty. hen he
threatened us with the displeasure of
those great men who have passed
away, I confess to a feeling of anxiety
for a moment. It occurred to me
that the hon. gentleman, whilst acting
as the medium of the Govornment,
chasing this treaty phantom over in
that land of spiritualism, had become -
another medium, and that we should
have hore a seance. Bat, hon. gentle-
men, I remembered the precedent and
was calmed. I romembered that in the
only case we have authority to accept
as precedent, the spirit of that great
and good man Samuel, when oalled up,
did not give that pleasant and com-
forting message hoped for. And had
tho hon. Senator become a medium,
with power to call back the spirits of
the great men gone, I am satisfied he
would not got from them an argument
in tuvor of the conditions of this treaty.
They would be much more likely to
say to uy, “It is true, under the old
reciprocity, your trade was large, but
the Americans, by their own ael,
repealed it, and you have not suffereds
Your trade with the outside world has
already doubled; you export now more
than twice as much perl;)oead of popu-
lation as the United Stater, puiting
aside tho article of cotton, which. yo#
do not grow; your expurts are.ioul
times as much, man for man, 3. ygar

noighbors scross the lines; you -awe
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anting manufactories all over the

minion : laying the foundations of
that unlimited power for the creation
of wealth. You are building and
owning the finest merchant navy in the
world, according to your population,
and in every respect prospering beyond
any other- people. You have united
these British American Provincos
under one Federal Government,
requiring now in the outset all
tho skill and care of your statesmen
to facilitate and encourage intercourse:
and interchange amoungst yourselves
that the agricultural, manufacturing
and commercial interests may be
blended into one harmonious whole,
and tho union of these Provinc¢es made
a'grand success instoad of a mere namo
and an Act of Parliament. Tho hon.
gentleman from Toronto and the Go-
vernment thought differently, and they
again, without seeing any change in
the goneral policy of the United Statos
Govoernment, sought a renowal of reci-
procity. And here I desire to say to
the member for Kingston that it was
unkind to charge the Government with
having sent the member for Toronto
down to Washington, cap in hand, beg-
ging for a treaty. I say it was unkind
to remind us of that weakness which is
somewhore found in all great men, of
that folly which all wise men occasion-
ally manifest. We shall be taunted
with this no doubt by our neighbours,
and we must all fool grateful for the
strong assurances given by the hon.
gentleman and repeated by the hon.
Secretary of State, that the action of
our Government throughout has been
oxtremely dignified. What a satisfac-
tion it must be to us all. What a com:
fort it must be to the country to be as-
sured on such good authority that our
weakness and-our folly is at least highly
dignitied. But there is often a wide
ditference of opinion on points of dig-
nity. The hon. mover of this resolu-
tion has declared that it would have
been unlignified and beneath us to have
accepted the monoey consideration
named in the Washington Treaty, for
tho right to fish in our waters. 1 have
had the honour of a scat in this ouse
a few years, and I have never yetseen
the time and the occasion when it was
undignified to obey the instructions of
Parliament. The Washington Treaty
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was almost unanimously adopted by
this Parliament and approved by the
country. One of the clauses of that
treaty provides for a money considera-
tion for the fishories, the amount to be
determined by arbitration,and instead
of being a lows of dignity, it was clearly
the duty of the Government to follow
tho provisions of that clause to a con-
clusfon. Tho hon. gentleman has
described the immense value of the
fishory rights we surrendered under
that treaty, and it was not only a duty
under the action of Parliament to ob-
tain and determine this value, but also
as a matter of policy, he should have
had it in hand before approaching tho
Americans for another treaty. Tho
hon. gentleman went on his mission
practically empty-handed. He had be-
fore voluntarily surrendered every-
thing that would aid in such a negotia-
tion, and this unsettled value—this
unknown quantity, did I venture to
say—give no aid in the attempt to
solve the problem. But apart from
that, experience every day teaches w4
the danger in delays; that in cases of
this nature, whether with individuals
or companies or Governments, the
longer a mattor is left unsettled the
greater the loss. And whilst it would
perhaps be going too far to say, that
the only reason why the Americans
listened at all to our Governmont was
to postpone indefinitely the settlement
of this indemnity, I think we can
safely assert, that it is now quite im-
probable that we shall ever get a dollar
in roturn for the surrender of that
immense wealth described by the hon.
gentleman. The result ot the hon.
gentleman’s mission is before us in this

amphlet, in this dead treaty— dead

ecause it attempts to embrace 8o much,
it necessarily failed ; so many interests
are involved, 80 many are atfected, as
to create on both sides general alarm,
loading to powerful combinations for
its defeat. In this case we have only
cause for congratulation, and should
we ever obtain admission for our raw
materials into the United States on
anything like fair terms, it will be
whon the strong feeling ot that Govern-
ment for home protection has abated,
and thon only step by step. We have
unquestionably a surplus of a few arti-
cles it is desirable to send them, buf

thMﬁm.
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We may in the export of raw material
exceed profitable limits. It is mnot
possible to be a thriving country,
W ever attain a great position and
continue mere exporters of the raw
aterial ; and - perhaps purchasing
Pﬂck the same material at enormously
Increased cost when manufactured. Our
aim ghould be to discourage this, and
Promote in a’l reasonable ways the
working up of our own material; to
81ve employment to our people, to pro-
Vide a abor market that will attract
K‘Opulation, and add to our wealth.
© history of all ages since the decrce
Was given that man should earn his
IVing by the sweat of his braw, shows
that industrial labor forms the founda-
“011.011 which rests the happiness of
® individual, the prosperity of the
Community, and the greatness of the
®mpire, The position of England has
°en cited in this debate. That posi-
tion she owes to the employment of
°r people in factories. An illustra-
tion of the enormous increase in value
8lven to raw material is found in her
Cotton trade. All her raw cotton is of
Course im/ported. In 1870 the value of
imported "was £63,469,753 whilst the
Value of manufactured’ cotton goods
OXxported was £72,821411, giving a
Emflt of about £18,000,000, besides
aving for home wuse 1,101,675,008
Pounds weight. In 1871 there was a
rofit of nearly £17,000,000, and 1,409,-
05,616 pounds left to clothe her own
Deople. "In 1872 there was a profit of
Over £26,000,000 and the home supply.
18 shows how enormously the em-
p.lo' ent of labor and machinery mul-
tiplies the values of raw material, and
our attention should be given to see
that we are not impoverishing our
Country in the export of that which
may be (Proﬁtably manufactured, and
have additional labor and increased
Value given to it. Parliament recog-
Rizes to a small extent the importance
of adding by labor to the value of raw
Waterial, and imposes an export duty
on saw logs, shingles and stave bolts.
gricultural produce does not admit of
‘Tauch, if any, increase in value, and
Tust at once find a market, but it has
en clearly demonstrated in this dis-
Cussion that the -proposed treaty Hoes
Dot provide such market for our sur-
Plus ;nthe Americans themselves pro-
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ducing and exporting an enormous
surplus. The returns for 1870, 1871 and
1872 show an average value on export
to Great Britain, of about two hundred
and forty millions, in articles mainly
under the head of agricultural, so that
that important interest cannot under
this treaty be benefitted. It is difficult,
indeed, to find where the benefits to us
be. The hon. gentleman tells us of the
inland coasting trade, and in almost the
same breath in which he held it up as
a boon he declared that the Americans
have nothing to fear as they have the
lakes and inland waters covered with
a fleet of 5,276 vessels of 788,000 tons,
which will enable them effectually to
keep the trade in their own hands.
There is then practically no advantage
to our shipping interest in this, and I
very much fear that interest does not
receive at the hands of the Govern-
ment that consideration which its im-
ortance demands. A cause for this
}ms been assigned in the fact that it is
supposed to have but few votes in the
country at clections; that the men
who navigate and sail our ships are at
sea, and cannot cast their votes for or
against a Government; however this
may be, the time is coming when this
interest will be a power to demand
consideration and any treaty for reci-
procal dealings between ourselves and
the Americans should give us the sea-
board as well as the lake coasting trade.
HoN.Ma.BROWN-I quite agree with
that, but the difficulty is in getting it
Hon. Mr. McLELAN—Well, then,
I hope the next treaty the hon. gen-
tleman assents to will give to the ships
of both countries free coasting, inland
and seaboard. In the terms of the
treaty under consideration, it is pro-
vided that the American ports shall be
open to us for registry, or in other
words, that we may become ship-
builders for the Americans. .
Honx. Mer. REESOR—¢ Hewers of
wood " for them. . ;
Ho~n. MR. McLELAN—Yes, but we,
have had enough experience as “hewers
of wood” for others. The practice in
the Maritime Provinces formerly was
to build ships for sale, and I scarcely
knew a man who e(i’ollowed that. busi-
ness but was_ruined. .
Hox. Ma. BROWN—Where did ‘the
money come from ?
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Hon. Mr. McCLELAN—No matter
where, the fact 'is the samo, thut the
‘builder had a life of anxiety and toil,
and gonerally died in tho bankrupt
court.

Ho~N. MR. BROWN—That was too
often the case; but it should be re-
membered that merchants in England
supplied the money and materials to
build the ship, which was sent home,
forced on the market, and sold for
whatever she would bring. All this
has now happily passed away.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN—Yes, and we
should thank God that it has passed
away, and take carc that we do not
find some of our people lacking in
experience, mecting with like disas-
trous results in building for the Ameri-
can market. KExperionce has shown
that our truc policy is to build for
ourtelves, to build and sail our own
ships, and take as large a share as

ssible of that hundred millions the

on, gentleman informed us the
Anmericans pay to forcign ships for
tho carrying ot their goods. Did the
hon. gentleman think to move our
sympathies by reading that portion of

resident Grant’s message, and telling
us that American tonnage has greatly
declined, and that they want our
ships. I hope we shall not be so
moved. We have no ships to spare
and no timber to build for them; we
require it for our own use. It is not
in the United States alone that enor-
mous sums are paid for shipments.
The products of cvery clime have to
be carried and distributed, and the
people who own ships and are the dis-
tributors will gather taxes from all
nations. The hon. gentleman, in des-
cribing the great decline of American
shipping, did not refer to any of the
causes. Will honorable gentlemen
permit me to remind the members of
the Government of the main cause.
In a time of political blindness, in an
hour of financial madness, the Ameri-
cans imposed heavy taxes on every-
thing entering into the construction
and equipment of vessels, going, I
believe, so far as to make the repuirs
which their ships received in a foreign
port pay duty on entering an American
port. The result was that American
shipping so declined that in 1872 only
24 per cent. of their own goods were

.kecipch:‘ty
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carried in American vessols, Remon-
strances were made by boards of trade
and State Logislatures, and in 1872
overything required in the construc-
tion, equipmeont, and sailing of ships
was made entirely free. In all other
respects the protective policy of the
nation remained intact, but this was
declared an exception which the public
woifare demanded should be made.
And yet, honorable gentlemen, wo saw
lagt year our Government, with this
exumple before them, and with the
light of the commercial policy of all
ages, impose taxes upon our shipping.
Surcly this must have been a touch of
that tinancial insanity which affected
the Americans, 1t is true they subse-
quently yiclded to public opinion and
modificd considerably the rates on
some oi the articles they at first taxed ;
but it must have strengthened some-
what the hands of the hon. member
for Toronto, then at Washington, to
have our Government adopting the
policy of taxing this interest, showing
the Amoricans that we wore dispo=ed
rathor to discourage the increuse of
our own tonnage that we might aid
them. We shall not require to go
very far in taxing materials for the
cquipment of ships to haye it result in
the hulls being sold t6 Amecricans,
towed to their nearest port, and fitted
out duty free. The hon. membor for
Toronto, in his opening remarks,
referred to the old statesmen who have
Enssed away. I should like to bave

im convey to the Government their
views of this policy. I should abide
by the decision of the men of any
enlightened nation, and on that decision
demand that all taxation be removed,
and every legitimate encourage-
ment be given to an industr
g0 conducive to the public wel-
fare, and in which sc large a por-
tion of our population has a direct per-
sonal interest. I should say the whole
population; for its operations tell on
all industries throughout the Dominion.
I wish hon. gentlemen could some-
times see in Nova Scotia the army of
commercial travellers coming down
from Ontario and Quebece,

Negotiations.

¢ Like a wolf on the fold,
Hungry and bunting for ‘ gold.’ ”’

(Cries of oh! oh!)
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Hox. M. STMPSON—Tts poor pick-
ings they find. poor®
. Hon. Mr. McLELAN—Poor pick-
Ingsindeed. Does the hon. gentleman
know anything of the result ? Has he
ever scen that stream of agricultural
produce and manufactured goods that
all summer long pours down by steam-
er and sail on the Gulf and by Grand
Trunk via Portland to Halifax and S:.
John, and distributed all over the Pro-
vinces; and all paid for mainly by the
expenditure in our ship yards and
from the earnings of our ships. Will
my hon. friend consider for a moment
that the annual gross earnings of the
ships in the Dominion amounts to at
least $40,000,000 a year. Out of this
Wwe get the disbursements when in our
Oown ports, the wages of our captains
and geamen and the net earnings of
the ships, all of which may pe safely
estimated at from twenty to twenty-
five million dollars, so that in the em-
Ployment given in the construction
and the values affected yearly by build-
Ing and sailing our vessels we have
one of our most important interests. In
Nova Scotia it may be said to divectly
affect all classes and both sexes. We
.Own more tonnage, proportioned to
Population, than any other people in
the world ; men and women, families,
whole communities holding shares more
or less in ships. And let me say to
the honorable the ministers present,
that whilst [ desire to see them enjoy
a fair share of the Government of their
country, and that their administration
should be satisfactory to the people of
Nova Scotia, they mmust not suppose
that they can stand well with them if
they impose taxation on that industry.
On the changes wrought in our consti-
tution lately there wore in Nova Scotia
strong differencies. I had occasion to
watch closely the phases of public
opinion, and I am couvinced that the
removal by the late Government of all
duties from ship material helped won-
derfully to change more favourably to
those upper provinces the current of
pablic opinion. The hon. gentleman
oa the Treasury benches should never
forget that when they toaci that in-
terest they move all classes in that
Province.” I hardly ever scea ship
Spreading her sails to the breecze and
leaving our shores, but I foel that she
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carries with her the resources and the
hopes of a number of families. It brings
to mind Longfellow's lines :

Negetiations,

‘A ship sailed from New Haven,
And for her, the chill November airs
That filled her sails, wera heavy
With good men’s prayers.”

1 do not, honourable gentlemen, mean -
to say that our ship-owners are all
good men, or that they are specially
given to prayer, but this I must say,
that whilst they pay their full share of
duties, independent of ship’s materials
(as they are paying) that if the Gov-
ernment pursues the policy of taxation
on that industry, the November airs,
and the summer breezes will both come
heavy with the prayers of the people
of the Maritime Provinces for their
downfall. This matter specially con-
cerns the people of the Maritime Pro- |
vinces, but the interests of the Domin-
ion at arge demanded that that in-
dustry be not only kept free and un-
fettored, but in every reasonable way
encouraged and sustained, so that com-
peting, as it necessarily must, with all
the Maritime nations in the world, it
may win for us a fair measure of suc-
cess. The Eroposition contained in
the text of the treaty, to enable the
Americans to take our vessels and
build up their merchant navy, ean
surely Ee of no advantage to us, bat .
may, on the contrary, prove aninjury.
But whatever differenco of opinion
there may be on this point, I fancy
there will be none, dnd there can be
no other view than that it would be
most disastrous to our manufiacturers
to throw open our markets to Ame-
rican manufactured goods. The hon.
geontleman who ac in this matter
as the agent of the Government,
admits this when he asks us to sympa-
thize with the manufacturers, but he
tells us that other interests will be
benefitted by their loss. Surely there
are no possible benefits that can com-
pensate for tho injury in paralyzing
and striking down the infant manufac-'
tories of this country. The hon. gentle-
man can have no proper estimate of
their importance when he spoaks of
them as ¢ a mere drop in the ocean.
He told us that he had before him the-
returns of the establishments to be af-
fected, and he finds them only numben:»
ing 15,708, and employing only 68,013
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men. I assume his returns are taken
from the census of 1870, since which
time our manufactories have nearly
doubled, and it is safe to put the
numbers at 20,000 factories, employ-
ing 100,000 men.” It should also be
considered that most of the men em-
ployed are heads of families, or have
others supported by them, which will
give a population of say three to 400,
000 dependent upon the factories that
would suffer were this treaty to be-
’ come operative — one-tenth of our
whole population; but “a mere drop
in the ocean,” according to the views
of the hon. gentleman, to be struck
down, that the agricultural interests
and the wool interest may be bencfit-
ted. In this discussion it has been
clearly established that no benefits
will accrue to the agriculturist, and
are we to be told that our manufac-
turers are to be passed aside to serve
the wool interest. When the hon.
gentleman was uttering these senti-
~ments, I could not help thinking of
the ejectments that were made from
Scottish estates a few years ago in the
wool interest. Whole districts swept
of their population that the lands might
be converted into shecp pastures, that
the wool interest might be served. I
admit this is not a case cxactly in
point, because our manufacturers are
an industrious, active and intelligent
portion of our population; by their
skill and industry, adding to the
wealth of our country, and it is not
possible to bonefit any interest to a
degree that will compensate for their
injury in ivhe admission of American
manufactures free. Ionourable gen-
tlemen, I sce it is the hour for adjourn-
ment, and I must closc my remarks,
but I have been reminded just now
that tho coal interest would be bene-
fitted. I do not deny but there arc
several articles in the list, and amongst
them coal, which it would be advan-
tageous to us to have admitted firco
into the United States. But my posi-
tion is this, that wo do not by any
means receive a fair return for what
we yicld to th: Americans; that, in-
deed, it is mot possiblo to give an
cquivalent for the destruction of our
infant factories. I am therefore
glad that this proposed treaty has
become & dead issue, and the
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progress which the honorable gentle-
man speaks of having made, is, 1 trust,
a progress to the end ; that the men of
enterprise in this country may consi-
der there is safety in continuing and
extending their operations. We shall
never obtain from the Americans any
reci]lmocal trade on fair and just terms
until there is a change of public senti-
ment in that country—until their cast-
iron protection policy has been changed.
And until that time comes, as come it
may, we must seek elsewhere the best
markets, and devote our energies to the
improvement of our common country :
in the means and facilities for inter-
course and exchange of our productions,
that we may come to feel a ¢ mmon in-
terest, which alone can make union 4
reality. A few years ago I saw a young
man in the West sowing wheat. As I
watched him, I said to myself perbaps
when God has given to that seed rain
and dew and sunshine, and when it
shall be gathered in the harvest, and
converted into flour, it may go down to
my own province to sustain the miner
who will dig the ore that may be con-
verted into some articles of use or or-
nament to come back to this man; or
perchance it may form the food of a
man who will build a ship to carry the
harvests of these fields in succeeding
yeurs across the ocean, and bring back
the products of other climes. My
thought then was, as it now is—that it
is needed to have this intercourse and
exchange—this formation of a mutual
interest, to make this Dominion a granl
success. Thoe hon. gentleman closed his
remarks with an expression of faith in
our northern blood. I, too, have faith
and hope of it, and all hon. gentlemen
around me share in that faith and hope,
but I cannot refrain from telling him
that when he proposes to place it in
competition with our neighbours, he
forgets the difference in age—he forgets
that northern blood flows in our veins
—_that this confederacy has been but a
few years in existence—and howover
good the blood, time and care must be
given it to build up the tissues, to de-
velop the muscle, and harden the sys-
tem. What a painful picture to sce a
youth of high promise in an unequal
contest, or by accident so crippled that
his lifo become such a struggle for ex-
istence that even his best friends feel a

Negotiations.



1689 deands in-
rolief when he is laid beneath the sod.
The proposition of the honorable mem-
ber was to placo this young country, a
mere stripling youth, in the ring with
one of the commercial and manutactu-
ing giants of the world, and to throw
away the sponge for twenty-one years.
Can we doubt the result of such an un-
equal contest? can we doubt that our
existence would be so crippled and
blighted, that it would be a relief when
we found our national grave boneath
the stars and stripes. How much bet-
ter the picture of a youth gradually de-
veloping his powers under wise care,
und at length in the full strength of in-
tellectual and physical manhood, meet-
Ing the just expectations of those who
had faith in him. Lot it be our aim to
avoid unequal contests, to carefully de-
Vvelope our powers and train our encr-
8les to reach a manhood of which we
shall all be proud; one worthy the two
great nations from which we are de-
scended, and worthy of this great coun-
try teeming with resources of field and
forest, of mine and sea; this great
country committed to our care and
keeping.

Thursday, February 25, 1875.

After routine the following bills were
read a first time,

An Act to amend the Act incorpor-

"ating the Western Assurance Com-
pany, and other Acts affecting the
same, and to extend the powers of the
said Company. (Hon. Mr. Allan.)

An Act to amend the Act incorpor-
ating the Canada Car and Manufaetur-
ing Company. (Hon. Mr. Campbell.)

An Act to ameund the Act respecting
Procedure in Criminal Cases and other
matters relating to Criminal Law.
(Hon. Mr. Scott.)

An Act for the more specdy trial be-
fore. Police and Stipendiary Magistrates
in the Province of Ontavio of persons
charged with felonies and misdemean-
ours, (IIon. Mr. Scott.)

An Act to make further provisions
respecting the Central Prison for On-
tario. (IIon. Mr. Scott.)

LANDS IN MANITOBA.

Hon, Mr. GIRARD said that the
othor day ho had received an explan—

- ation from tho hon. Secretary of State,

and he did think that he could have no
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more chance of complaining.. Hedid
not wish to be an obstruetion to: the
hon. members of the Governmeont:in
any way. That w:s one reason why
he had addressed himself to the hon.
Minister of the Interior, thinking that
justice would be immediately rende:-
ed, but understanding that nosteps had
since boen taken, ho would expose the
matter to the House and at the samo
time hoped to obtain an expression ot
opinion from the Government. :He
would refer hon. members to a gues-
tion which ought to have ‘been settled
last session, but which was-still in the
same state as before. In the: 32nd
clause of the Manitoba Act it was-ar-
ranged that all who were-in possossion
of a tract of land at the time of -the
transfer to Canada, on -which: the In-
dian title had not been extingnished,
should have the right of pre-cmption
on such torms and conditions a3 should
be determined by the Governor. The
speaker read a letter from one of the
delegates of tho people of Manitoba,
who had been a witnoss before a com-
mittee, at the last sossidn, appointed to
enquire into the troubles in that Pro-
vinee in 1869. Under the then arrange-
ments, read the letter, these iands were
to be left free of charge to those in
possossion. The mcasure was charac-
terized as of the greatest importance.
A great step hil been made to have
that question settlod since the last
session. A law had been introduced
and passed in the llouse of Commons
meeling the viows of the people- of
Manitoba. That bill only appearcd be-
fore the Senato tho duy before proroga-
tion; it had been amendod by the
House, the time boing limited .to.thd
8th of' March, 1869, when the time of
transfer had been the 15th July, 1870
Tuey were thorefore. exsotly in-.the
same position as they were before, and
he could not but eharncterize:the amend-
ment as unjust, and he thought illegul
—unjust, because it was absolutely eon- -
trary to the disppsition of the Manito-
ba Act; and illegal, because the might
of appropriating public landa and péb- -
lic money rested with ¢he Gommnansiof
Canada, ~ The law had passed: thneagh
that body, and land had: been appropet:
ated, and tho Scnate had: o righty: it
was not in the power of this honorsble
Housoe.to ameng the; billiin snch a:wdy.
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With this explanation he hoped the
question would be perfectly clear. In
asking, he was fultilling a duty which
his position imposed upon him. If this
law were allowed a great number of
ple would suffer. Kor his own part,

e had never been able to understand
by what invisible hands such injustice
had been committed. The remedy
could be found in maintaining. the un-
amended bill, and he hoped hon. mem-
bers of the Government, in their dis-
position to render justice to his pro-
vince, would be actuated by that feel-
ing, for what he asked wag not as a
favor, but in justice to Manitoba. He
would therefore enquire whother, un-
der the fourth sub-section of the thirty-
second section of the Manitoba Act, all
ersons who took possession of lands
in the said province on which the In-
dian title had not been extinguished,
between the 8th March, 1869, and the
time of the transfer-to Canada, and who,
at the time of the said transfer, were
in possession of the said lands in good
faith, would obtain the benefit of the
Act passed last session for the relief of
‘thoge who found themselvesin a similar

position on the 8th of March, 1869, by

means of an Act putting on the same
footing these last those who in good
faith, and according to the usages of
the country, took possession between
the 8th of March, 1869, and the 15th
of July, 1870, tho day of the transfer.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said the hon. gen-
tleman had asked this question over
and over again. He had commented
on. what he had considered ought to
have been the course of the Govern-
ment. If, however, he would refer to
the bill of last session, he would
remember that this House, more par-
ticularly the Government, desired to
meet every possible contingency. In
order to do that, and settle once and
forever any grievance of which the
people of Manitoba might complain,
they had stepped over the constitutional
boundary, and if March 1869, instead of
June 1870, wus mentioned as a limit,
it was an oversight which ought to
have been corrected by the hon. gen-
tleman bimself. He had been met by
the Government in every mamner pos-
sible, and he did not think him justitied
in accusing the hon. Minister of the
Interior. the Act were not wide
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enough it should be made so this
gession,

Hon. Mr. GIRARD thanked the hon.
gentleman for his explanation. With
regard to the hon. Minister of the
Interior, the speaker said that he had
rendered justice to his Province on so
many occasions that he hardly thought
he would have been opposed to this,
but that he had told him plainly that
there would 1 e no difficulty for those
in possession, but that the others would
be treated as providea by the Manitoba
Act. He therefore thought it was his
duty to speak about the -matter. Ie
was, howover, perfectly satistied with
the views of the Government and
accepted the explanation with thanks
and gratification.

Liquor Law.

PROHIBITORY LIQUOR LAW.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS moved that the
Hon. Messrs. Ferrier, Alexander, Ar-
mand, Benson, Bureau, Vidal, Flint,
Girard, McClelan (Hopewell), McDon-
ald (Toronto), Macdonald {Victoria),
McLelan (Londonderry), Montgomery,
Wark, and the mover, be a Select Com-
mittee to consider and report upon the
several petitions relating to legislative
prohibition of the trafficin intoxieating
liquors; and also the report made by
the Government Commissioners on the
resulty of such legislation in the United
States, and that six members of the
said Committee shall constitute a quo-
rum. The motion differed somewhat
from the motion on the paper. There
were two or threo names added, and
by the motion itself, the quorum was
proposed to be reduced to six. IIe
would remind the House that last year
an Address on tho subject had been
adopted by the House. This subject
altracted very little attention at the
hands of the Government, although it
would be remembered that at the last
session of the Legislature, very numer-
ously signed petitions on the subject
had been presented. He believed thore
woie more than 400,000 signatures to
those petitions. They were rcferred to
a Select Committee, who repo ted to
the House, and the resolution was
adopted, and & commission was appoint-
ed to take evidence in the United States
where in somo of the States a liquor
law prevailed. So far as he could learn
that information was not officially in
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possession of the House. It appeared
to. him that these =tatistics were
oxtremely valuable. They substan-
tiatod the view that wherever prohili-
tion prevails, crime had decreased, the
8:cial condition and material interest
of the people had improved, and inas-
much as this was a subject of very great
Importance, it was only right that this
Address should have come down to the
House in the usual and proper way.
The motion, as adopted by the House,
directed how that information should
be_brought down, and he did not think

it complimentary to tho Ilouse to treat |

its oxpressed wishes in such a manuer.
The member s of the Government should
at Jeast correct, as far as possible, what
had been done, by bringing down that
Address in the way that the importance
of the subject demanded. ,
Hon. MR. SCOTT said that althouch
tho motion to which the hon. geutle-
man had alluded entailed a geeat ex-
penso on the tinances of the Province,
and was not such a measure as would
ordinarily be granted, yet the Govern-
‘ment desired to give every infurmation
to membors of the House. There was
one objection as to the form of naming
the Commissioners, which he re-
marked. The ordinary way was for
the Secretary of State to appvint thom,
whercas these had been named under
the Seal. Howover, so far as tho in-
firmation was concerned, it made not
the slightest difference. T'he hon. gen-
tleman had simply criticised the torm
and i;shape in winch the papers came
down.
Hox. Mgr. AIKINS—The papers are
notin the possession of the llouse at all.
Hon. Mg. SCOTT believed the hon.
gentleman was in possession of a bluo
buok which contimmned the information.
In order that the House should have
the papers before them at the carliest
moment, he had given directions that
they should be printed three months
in advance, They were being printed
as rapid'y as possible. He hardly
thought it was in gool taste to quiairel
with what had bcen done. The usual
course had been followed. The Com-
missioners had becn allowed good
salaries to enable them to make all
the enquiries they could, in order, :8
fur as possible, to lay betore the Houso
the desired information, Every possi-
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ble facility was given, and every desire
and wish on the part of the Govern-
ment was that they should have the
malter fully discussed. .

Hon. Mg. AIKINS said that what
he objected to was that they were not
in possession of the papers at all. In
deterence to the orders and wishes of
the House, the papers should have been
laid officially on the table. The print-
ed copies could have followed.

Ho~x. Mr. SCOTT—I believe each
member of the House bas a printed
copy.

?Ios. Mg. AIKINS replied thet these
copies had been distributed by the
Joint Committece on Printing, whereas
they should have been.put 1 posses-
sion of them as ordered by the
House.

Hon. Mz. SCOTT—I understand
that when a report comes down to a
Department, the head of that Depart-
ment presents tho- blue book to the
House. If tho hon. gentleman desires
it I will presont it to the Ilouse in due
form.

Ho~n. Mr. BUREAU stated, in re-
gard to the motion itself, that accord-
ing to practice in the House of Lords
the quorum of a Select Committee .
might be stated in the motion appoint-
ing such Committee; also that the
Scleet Committee must ask power to
roport from time to time if difforent
roports were to be made.

he motion was then carried.

RETURN AND PAPERS.

Hox. Mr. MILLER moved for a re-
turn showing the number of appeals
yearly to the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council from the Superior
Courts of the several Provinces of this
Dominion during the past five years.

The hon. gemTeman said that this
return was desirable in view of a dis-
cussion which would take place shortly.
The motion was carried.

Hox. Mr. CARRALL said that
before the discussion on Mr. Brown’s
motion was resumed, he would like to
ask the Ionorable Secretary of State
when he thought it would be in his
power to lay upon the table the Ent"d
papers in connection with the Domin-
ion and British Columbia.

Hon. Me. SCOTT snid when he had

promised that the papers should: be
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laid on the table to-day, he had fuith
in the promise of the printer that he
wonld have them roady. If his hon.
friend was on the Printing Committee,
he had better tako a noto of it. (A
laugh.) However, he believed they
would bo ready that evening.

RECIPROCITY NEGOTIATIONS.

Pursnant to tho Orders of the Day,
tho debate on tho Hon. Mr. Brown’s
motion was then resumed.

Hon. MR. REESOR said he had
stated yesterday that notwithstanding
the abrogation of the treaty, Cunadian
merchants had beon able to go into the
markets of the west, and in competi-
tion with the United States purchaso
thoir breadstufts and bring them to
Canada. 1Ife had becn informed by an
hon. momber of the House that this
was certainly a misapprehonsion or a
miscalculation, and that in fact he (Mr.
Reesor) had stated what was not ¢or-
reet.  Ho bogged to submit to tho
Houso a report made by the Commis-
sionors which was perfectly reliable.
1t said that in the yoar 1871-72 no less
than $12,493,082 worth of western pro-
ducts was imported into Canada, con-
sisting of moate, swine, flour, Indian
corn, and wheat, the latter being the
largest import. The following year
tho'rame articles brought here reachod
$16,224,365. The trade of that des-
cription had been-increasing for a num-
bor of years. e (Mr. Reesor) went
on to say in his speech, and he now
repedted the statement, that the mer-
chants of Canada would not have pur-
chased ‘these Western products unless
they could make a profit. The ship-
owners and others interested in the
manufacture of these articles would
never have made such a market for
themselves unless it paid them well.
If they had a market for Amecrican
produce, surely then they must have
one for their own. All this had boen
done withont the benefit of free trade
with the United States. Our dutios
had‘been taken oft Western products
in order to allow our people to avail
themselves of this maricet. They evi-
deatly weare not taken off to benefit
the American. He was perfectly satis-
tied that we reaped a large profit from
this trade. It the Americans wanted
to act: in like manner with our trude
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For his own part he
thought we were in a prosperous con-
dition, and that there was no need at
all of the roi)osed treaty. Thespoaker
then re!blx)'r to tho t{ade in Il)mrley
that had sprang up with renewed vigor
sinco the abrogation, and pointed to the
profitable sales' made out of this malt
in England as one of the means that
had tended to raise the price of it here
since the treaty. In regard to manu-
factures, it was questioned whether it
was in the interest of the farmer that
he should have to pay a-duty on im-
Forted manufactured geods. But so
ong as the Finance Minister had to
raise a revenue of $16,000,000, taxes
must be placed somewhere, and if :n
import duty extended principally over
articles of home manufacture, we
should not have to pay any more
taxes, and incidentally wo should get
what is called incidental protection,
and this he thought we were entitled
to. e was not a Protectionist him-
self, but he did claim incidental pro-
toction. He would not detain the
House for a moment longer, but ho
had a little book in his hand—(the
hon. member here produced a * little
book, oue and onc-half foot long, which
was greeted with peals of laughter.)

Ho~x. Mr. BOURINOT—I riso to a
question of order. The hon. gentle-
man has occupied the floor for an ex-
planation, but he is making a new
speech,

Hon. Mr. REESOR said he would
only read an extract, and proceeded to
quote the utterance of Sir Francis
Hincks in the House of Commons in
favor of incidental protection, in which
he alluded to Hon, George Brown as
being even more strongly in favor of
that policy than himself.  'When they
considered the policy proposed and
accepted by his hon. friend on his right
(Mr. Brown) in negotiating the treaty,
when they saw him agreeing to the
admission of forty-five articles free of
duty from the States and from England,
tho greatest manufacturing country in
the world, he thought that this was
going a little farther than incidental
protection. He made this explanation
with the view of justifying the position
of incidental protection, as advocated
by the Premier, and by the majority of
the people of Canada. The country
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was not in favor of free trade, for they
were well aware that it was impossible
to contend with the wealth, experience
and power in manufactures of Great
Britain.

Ho~n., Mr. READ said in entering
upon the discussion of the proposed
treaty with the United States, {:e would
do s0 upon its merits, as it affected the
whole and no particular portion of the

eoi)le. By the Treaty of Washington,
ately entered into, i1t was arranged
that for the use of the fisheries of this

ominion, in common with our people,
the Americans werc to pay whatever
annual value might be arrived at by
arbitration over the value of the fish-
eries used by our people in the waters
of the United States. The time having
arrived when it was incumbent wpon
us to enter upon the arbitration, it was
thought by the Government a fitting
opportunity to see if more liberal trade
relations could not be entered into with
our neighbours; a consummation ex-
ceedingly desirable if we could do so
upon terms of equality and reciprocity.
Acting upon this idea the Government
instructed the Hon. George Brown to
undertake the task, which he entered
upon with great vigour, and, continued
the hon. gentleman, I am one who
think the selection a very unwise one,
not on account of his lack of ability or
want of knowledge of the subject under
consideration, but from his well known
opinions, dogmatically expressed, as to
what the true policy of the country
should be. The first question to be
asked is, are the opinions held by the
hon. gentleman in accord with the well
understood opinions as expressed by
the Parliament of Canada? 1 say,
emphatically, no. The well known
opinions as heretoforc expressed by
Parliament are, incidental protection,
meaning the taxing of such manufac-
tures as come into competition with
those which are natural to this country
to produce, leaving those that we are
not likely to manufacture, to come into
the country free, thereby raising a
revenue, principally by placing the
taxes upon such articles as arc not
rofitably manufactured in Canada.

ow, I contend, if this treaty is car-
ried out it will place a large num-
ber of manufacturers at a great dis-
advantage, as they will have to compete

12
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with England and all the rest of tho
world ; a position they are not at pre-
sent prepared to take. Another ques-
tion to be considered is, whether the
country is in & position to demand such
a sacrifice from so large a proportion
of our people ? What is the position of
Canada? Let us look at its state at
the time of Confedeiation, and since;
at the period of the repeal of the Reci-
procity Treaty, and now. The first
year of Confederation, our whole trade
amounted to $130,000,000. The trade
of last ycar amounted to $217,000,000,
heing an increase in five years of
$87,000,000. Our revenue in 1868 was
$13,468,000, and for the six months
ending the 31st December, 1874,
$13,943,949, being nearly half a mil-
lion more than the whole revenue six
years ago. In further considering our
prosperity, we find in the deposits
made in the banks of the country am-
ple evidence that at least the Dominion
is in the most prosperous condition it
ever was, and, consequently, content-
ment reigns everywhere in our midst.
1f this state of things can be improved,
I will aid in any way in my power,
but I am not prepared to make changes
for the sake of changes. I must see
firgt that our position'is to be bet-
tered. What are we asked to give our
neighbours for reciprocal trade rela-
tions with them in the natural products
of both countries? We are to give
them the use of our invaluable fisheries,
build canals and materially injure our
manufactures. Let uslook at the value
of our fisheries, the best in the world.
What has been the pride and glory of
England but her strength on the ocean ?
How is that kept up but by her mer-
chant marine ? It is well known that
the man does not take to the sea; it
is the boy. Look to the British Navy
for an illustration, and thero you will

find that there is not in the whole
British Navy an officer who entered
the service after thirteen years of age;
and I belicve the regulations are that
they enter at an carlier age; even the
Queen’s son, the Duke of Edinburgh,
had to go through the samo ordeal,
their cducation being finished on board
a man of war, the chaplain generally
acting as schoolmaster. Look at
France and see what efforts she makes
to train seamen for her service; ai
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the present time she is giving bounties
to the fishermen ,at the rate of onc
dollar and eight cents per cwt. on all
the fish caughton this continent by the
tishermen, and every year about
twelve thousand fishermen visit New-
foundland during the fishing scason.
France, by treaty, holds the small
Islands, St. Pierre and Miquelon, and
have the right toland and erect fishing
stations on the castern coast of Now-
foundland. So important have thesc
been considered by that country that
cvery year they send out men-of-war
to look after and protect as well as
adjudicate upon all matters in disputo
that arise. Tho rights to fish in our
waters have been coveted by the
Amcricans ever since the Revolution,
but atter the war of 1312, and at the
treaty made in 1818, their rights to
fish in our waters were clearly defined,
and whatever they may say to the
contrary, and although they have at
times been allowed to encroach, Great
Britain has always and still asserts her
rights to exclude them altogether from
fishing closer than three miles from
headland to headland, whereas the
best fishing iy inside that line.  So im-
portant did the Umited States consider
the rights to fish in British Awmerican
waters, that when Prince Edward
Island was delaying entering into
Confederation in 1868, Congress passed
a resolution dirceting commissioners
to be sent down to the Island, and
morcover authorized a man-of-war to
be placed at their service to carry out
the resolution which was to otfer them
free trade for their commodities in
exchange for the rights of fishing in
common with their people. Let us see
what was said in Congress on the
debate. Mr. Schenck said the object
was to getround Nova Scotia and obtain
good relations with this little island,
one hundred and forty-five miles long
inside. This may be all very well if
it can be done, and we make a good
bargain. General Butler and Hugh
MecCulloch, with o:hers, went there in
the United States steamer, but their
mission was not successtul. We have
also to build the Caughnawaga Canal,
a very expensive work, and almost
entirely in their interest. Now, lct
us look at our position before recipro-
city, during its continuation, and now.
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Before reciprocity we were struggling
as almost new beginners with a small
capital, but with great cnergy; our
neighbors having the start of us were
richer, and we found a ready market
for those articles we had to spare, and
they sent them where they were wanted
if not consumed by themsclves.
During reciprocity we advanced in
productions, and still had that market
Now what was the result
as regards the profits, and I will take
their own books and prove that during
the continuation of the treaty they
received about $90,000,000 in money
nmore than we reccived from them, so
that, if it were dollars they expected
to get by the treaty they had them;
but I am one who believe it was not
dollars they wanted from us but
territory, and I think I can prove itto
the satisfaction of any oune. Every
man who was at the Detroit Conven-
tion in 1864, and I was one, know that
it was there publicly stated that the
United States Government did not
wish resolutions passed in fuvor of
reciprocity, as they believed by with-
holding it Canada.would very soon ask
for annexation. In  corroboration
of this, the American consul from
Montreal went there and publicly stat-
ed at the Convention that he had good
reason to believe that if rociprocity was
withheld for two years, we would ask
for annexation. That this was the sen-
timent expressed by the press of the
United States generally, we have only
to refer to the tyles to prove, and morc-
over this was not confined to the pross.
The statesmen in high positions took
the same view of affairs when our Com-
missioners in 1865 met thom at Wash-
ington, and then aud there so expressed
themselves to our Commizsioners,

Hon. Mr. BROWN-—No, no.

Hoxn. Mr. READ—Does the hon. gen-
tleman say no? Lot us see what was
said. 1 hold in my hands the reports
of the Commissions sent to Washington
in 1865, composed of Sir A.T. Galt and
Mr. HHowland on our part; Attorney-
Gener:l Henry from Nova Scotia, and
My, Smith from New Brunswick, who
were met on the part of the United
States, by Morrill, Vermont; Ilooper,
Massachusetts; Brooks, Maine; Gar-
land, Ohio; Wentworth, 1llinois ; Conck-
ling, New York; Mo rhead, Pennsyl-
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vania; Allison, Towa ; Hogan, Missou-
r1; and Mr. McCulloch for the Trea-
sury Department. This is a'verbatim
report of this Conference from which I
quote. Mr. Morrill (who was Chairman
of the United States Commissions) ask-
ed: “ Will you have to pay the Hudson
Bay Company a large amount for their
territory ?

To which Mr. Galt replied: “ We
must pay them for their property, but
the amount will not be very large.”

Mr. Morrill then remarked: “You
sce we are somewhat interested, for we
look upon it as if we might have to pay
Your debts some day.” To show further
that this was their view, I will turn to
another portion of the same report,
where they were trying to arrange
about the use of the canals in common,
when

Mr. Galt said: “ We woulkl not build
these canals for our own trade alone. I
think it might well be considercd whe-
ther it would not suit both parties to
put this trade on a better footing. Tam
not authorized to make any proposition
looking to this end, but my idea is that
these waters might be utilized with ad-
vantage to both.”

To which Mr. Morrill replied : ¢ That,
gentlomen, will have to be postponed
until you assume your seats heve.” If
any farvther evidence is requirved, I
would be prepared to show it, but to
my mind what I have produceid is xuffi-
cient, and I do not look forward with
any hope for reciprocal trade relations
with the United States until they have
dispelled from their minds the idea that
we will join with them if we cannotob-
tain it otherwise, hence [ say it is folly
to approach them, especially when we
are in a prosperous condition. We
are not prepared to sell our birthright
for a mess of pottage. I think I can-
not better illustrate our folly than to
quote from Washington’s farewell ad-
dress to his countrymen. ¢ Keep con-
stantly in view,” said that statesman,
“that it is folly in one nation to
look for disinterested fuvors trom ano-
ther, that it must pay with a portion
of its independence for whatever it may
accept under that character,that by such
acceptance it may place itself in the
condition of having given equivalents
for nominal favors and yet of being re-
proached with ingratitude for not giv-
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ing more. There can be no greater
error than to expect or calculate upon
real favors from nation to nation. It
is an illusion which experience must
cure, which a just pride ought to dis-
card.”” This is precisely our experience
with our neighbors. We gave them
more than we got, and because we did
not en masse agree with them in their
troubles with the South, they under-
took to punish us by withholding
trade relations upon any equitable
basis. The loss has been theirs not
ours. Since Confederation our progress
has been marvellous and our prosperity
great. Our trade has increased from
$115,000,000 to $217,000,000; our re-
venue from $13,486,002 in 1868 to
$23,046,384 in 1874, and the last half
year of 1874 prodnced a revenue of half
a million dollars over the whole year
1868; these evidences of our prosperity
are sufficicnt to show we are suftering
very much by the repeal of the treaty.
We have sought new channels of trade,
have entered upon mnew enterprises
which possibly we would not have un-
dertaken had we had a ready market
in the United States. The repeal of
the treaty taught us self reliance ; and,
on the whole, we have not been injur-
ed. While I desire intimate trade re-
lations with our neighbors upon equal-
ity, I do not wish to purchase it by a
loss of self-respect, and whenever a new
tresty is to be entered upon, I for
one will not consent to it if I am not
treated as an oqual. I, want nothing
but what I have an equivalent to give
in return. It was supposed when the
Reciprocity Treaty was repealed, our
farmers would suftfer materially in the
article of barley, which formed half of
our trade in agricultural products. Let
us see how we stand. I have taken
the market reports for nineteen years,
and made a calculation therefrom : for
the eleven years of reciprocity the
average price of barloy was 67 cents
per bushel ; for the eight years since,
the average price was 90%c per bushel.
To arrive at this conclusion, I took the
(Hobe market reports of the Saturday
market as near the middle of October
as that day came, and the highest
price paid. Then take the lumber
trade, has that branch of industry
suffered ? On the whole, 1 say no,
they put on the duties and they have
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paid them generally. There are some
few things we arc the losers by. In
cows, how is it with them; during re-
ciprocity we sold cows at one-third
what they are now worth, and bought
cheese, not a very profitable operation.
The Americans could buy our cows in
the spring of the year, at from $12 to
$20 each, and we were ylad to sell
them. Isit so now? No, we usethem
ourselves to more profit. Let us look
at this branch of industry, one I an
proud to say, I took mno little part in
establishing, and seo how it stands. I
sce by the United States report we
purchased from them £118,322 in 1865,
and I soe by our returns that we ex-
ported in

Year. Quantity, 1bs. Value.

1869 4,559,370 $ 519,572
1870 . 5,824,782 674,486
1871 8,271,439 1,109,906
1872 .. 16,424,025 1,840,284
1873 .. 19,483,211 2,280,412

1874 24,059,982 3,523,201
By comparison I see that we exported
in 1874 in value nearly as much as the
United States did in 1863; the differ-
ence being only $133,000. I mightgo
on and cite many other articles in
which we have not sutfered. All the
arguments in the introduction by the
Hon. George Brown went to prove that
in the late treaty the Americans had
the advantage in money, and 1 believe
heis right; but he wenton to say that
all treaties that threw down barriers
are beneficial to both. To that I en-
tirely dissent when Doth conntries do
not stand upon an equality. Ilecfurther
stated that we must shut our eyes that
if’ our manufacturers sutter.  Now Lam
not, in the interests of the whole, pre-
pared to shut my eyes or my ears, be-
cause I believe if agriculturists flourish
it is when they have in their midst
consumers of those products that ave
not exportable. A purely agricuitural
country must of necessity be a puor
country. Look at Poland, they raise
the finest of wheat, but they are so
poor that they cannot afford to ron-
same i, and cat rye because it is
cheaper. Then look at Treland; the
complaint with them is that they have
not manufactories in great quantities,
and other countries similarly situated
adopt the schome propounded by Mr.
Brown, and extend it, and we would
soon follow in their wake. I hold now,
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and have always done so, that whatever
was very good for our neighbors across
the line. commercially, was not very
bad for us. What have they been doing
in this direction? Take their history and
study it, and what do we find ? In the
years from 1830 to 1837 they had a free
trade policy, and it resulted in national
bankruptcy. In 1836 they imported
goods to the value of $189,980,035, and
exported then products to the amount
of $128,663,040, being $61,000,000 im-
ported over their exports, and their po-
pulation was 15,388,079. By referring
to the year 1850, fourteen years after,
when they had a protective policy, we
find they imported $178,138,318, and
exported the same year $151,898,720,
their population being at the time
23,266,301, This is sufficient to my
mind to prove that an incidental pro-
tective policy is the proper one for us.
‘We must have revenue, and if we adopt
free trade we must resort to direct tax-
tion. Free traders po:nt usto Englan-.
Let us look there, and we find they
protected their manufacturers until
they were able to compete with the
world, and then to protect them still,
they passed that Free TradeAct of 1848,
which meant protection to the people
of England, as it allowed all the raw
produets to come in free for tho use of
their manufacturers. In looking over
the returns we find we have in the Do-
minion 15,017 manufactories employ-
ing 68,118 men—quite a small army,
and I for one am not prepared to shut
my eyes if they are to suffer, as my
hon. friend from Toronto suggests, but
will do what I think necessary to foster
and enconrage the establishment of
more, believing, as I do, that if we are
ever to become great and powerful, we
must have amining and manufacturing
population in theg Dominion, and we
have only to look to our neighbors for
an example, not following them to the
full extent they have gone in this di-
rection, but keep'nyg these principles of
political economy in view, looking to
the interests of Canada firsi, and our
neighbors afterwards, and whenever
our neighbors wish other trade relations
with us, they can signify their inten-
tion; but for me, as a public man, I
have made all the overtures in that di-
rection 1 intend to make, or to consent
to have made. (Loud cheers.)
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Hon. MR. ALLAN said he did not
propose to take up the time of the
House by many remarks upon a subject
which had been up for discussion so
long, but he thought the proposed treaty
had been brought before them in such
& way as to render it almost incumbent
on them to express their opinions, and
those of the country which they might
be supposed in some degree to repre-
sent. He assumed that there was no
hon. gentleman in this House who did
not desire to see our commercial rela-
tions with the States placed upon a
more extended and liberal basis, pro-
vided that in order to obtain such a
treaty, neither the rights nor interests,
and if he might be permitted the word,
neither the dignity nor the self-respect
of the country were sacrificed. None
would desire to utter a single sentence
which would excite any ill-feeling, or
tend to embarrass any future negotia-
tions on this most important subject,
but he could not see any possible objec-
tion in stating an opinion on some of
the causes which led to the failure of
the present negotiations, or the feclings
of the people of Canada in respoct to
the question. First, he desired to say
that he differed from the views which
had been expressed by some hon. gen-
tlemen in reference to one of tho most
important subjects included in the
negotiation. He referred to the over-
tures made to us for the use of our
fisheries. Ho was by no means dis-
posed to underrate their value. He
agreed with everything that had been
said in reference to them by the hon.
gentleman who had just sat down, but
he considered the suggestion made Ly
the hon. gentleman who initiated, or at
allevents conducted these negotiations,
Wwas a wise one, and that instead of a
direct money payment for the use of
those fisheries, they should make some
fair and liberal concession, an equiva-
lent for the great value of the privilege
accorded.  As to the course which the
hon. gentleman, the negotiator of the
treaty, had assumed in conducting the
negotiation, he ventured to think, and
to express his conviction, that the one
Ereat mistake which he had made
throughout, and he believod he spoke
the opinions of a very large najority
of the people of Canada, had been an
Over-eagerness to attain tho object
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which he had in view, and which placed
the country in a disadvantageous, or
rather, he ventured to say, in a false
position. He would also venture to
affirm that there had been a universal
feeling of relief when it was found that
these negotiations had como to an end.
He would be torry to use unfriendly
language, but they must all admit that
the Americans were a very shrewd,
far-seeing people, and he was afraid
that in all the negotiations and treaties
which had been cntered into, so far as
this Dominion was concerned, they had
had very much the bestofit. Hedid not
desire to impute 1o them any desire to
over-reach or force a treaty by com-
pelling our negotiators almost to sue
for what they wanted ; but still it must
be admitted that their language has
Leen very much like what had been
described by the hon. member for King-
sion as one of cold inditference, and
holding back instead of in any way
meeting the advances of our negotiators
in a cordial and friendly spirit.  Under
these circumstances it secmed to him,
and he was sure it would be so felt by
the people of the country generally,
that most of the arguments used by the
hon. gentleman, and sct forth in the
pamphlet before the House, are not such
as should have been addressed to their
American neighbors. They proved a
great deal too much. The sagacious
statesmen and public men with whom
the hon. gentleman had to deal, making
all duo allowance for the great igno-
ranee which the hon. gentleman stated
as prevailing among them upon many
topics, yet, he ventured to affirm
that they were mnot =o blind
to the interests of their own
country as to require to have thcir
treaty almost forced upon them, with
all the earnestuess and impetuosity of
the hon. gentleman, as a treaty which
was entively in their favor. The gist
of the figures used by the hon. gentle-
man went to establish that position.
Any ono would rise from the perusal
of this memorandum and of the argu-
ment of the hon. gentleman, with the
conviction that the  proposed treaty
would be a great advantage to the
United States, but would be of very
littlo benefit to us. He did not think
that was placing the negotiation upon
that lofty platform or restoring it to
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that proper level which he had com-

limented himself upon having done.

t-appeared to him that the only way
to do this was, that in the event of any
future arrangement being made to
enter into negotiation, while they were
ready to take it into consideration, they
had no idea of knocking in any way as
supplicants at the door of Congross.
This, he thought, was due to a people
who continued to enjoy, if not that
“ marked degree of prosperity,” at any
rate that young, healthy, and vigorous
existence, which he thonght the abro-
gation of the Treaty of 1854 in nosmall
degree helped to foster. (Cheers.) He
would not take up the time of the
House by any comments on the mea-
sure, because he felt that it had bden
so fully and extensively entered into
by hon. gentlemen all around him ; but
he could not refrain from alluding to
the statement made by the hon. gentle-
man as to the numbers of our popula-
tion likely to be affected by the change
that would have been produced in our
business arrangements bad this treaty
come into operation. The numbers
given by the hon. gentleman might be
multiplied four or five fold, and there-
fore it seemed to him of greater moment
that a treaty of such weighty consider-
ation should have been considered a
little more carcfully than this had
been. The same remark might apply
to what he ventured to think the
almost undue haste in which the coun-
try was permitted to bind itself to con-
struct works of such great importance
in so short a time. This was one point
which caused the people of the country
to experience a feeling of relief when
the treaty broke through. Bofore sit-
ting down he must express his convic-
tion that this debate, so far from in any
way prejudicing future negotiations,
would be found to a very great extent
to have cleared the way tor them. It
had placed the question on a fai and
satisfactory platform, and we were far
more likely to obtain a treaty which
should be advantageous to both coun-
tries by letting it be understood that,
though we are in no haste nor over-
anxions to make any change in our
commercial system, yet at the same
tme we are prepared to consider any
overtures made to us in a fair way for
the extension of our trade with the
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United States. He would only express
his opinion that although the present
negotiations had miscarried, ardd he
was heartily glad they had, yet they
all fel{ that the hon. gentleman who
had conducted the negotiations had
gone about it with an earnest desire for
the public good, and he knew no one
in that House, or in the country, who,
throughout his career, however much
they differed on political priyciples,
had such an earnest desire to do his best
for the country, and at some futuro
time, if that hon. gentleman was suc-
cessful in obtaining a beneticial treaty,
he was sure he would not grudge him
the thanks of the poople of the country.
(Cheers.)

1Ion. Mr. MACDONALD (Victoria)
—After the numerous arguments
brought forward against the treaty, it
requires some amount of courage to
say anything in its fuvor, and especi-
ally by tho representative of onc of the
youngest Provinces. Although I do
not agree with the text of the treaty
as it now stands, there is little doubt
but that it would be of great value to
us.  Itisto beregretted that the papers
relating to the subject were not down
before this discussion took place, for if
the opinions expressed in this Ilouse
arc any indication of the feeling of the
country, the treaty was not wanted.
Yet I am bound to believe that the
Government had good reasons for the
steps taken. Surcly there must have
been a strong desire on the part of the
country generally for areciprocal treaty
of this kind. Unless there was such
strong desire it does seem strange that
plenipotentiaries shouid be duly ac-
credited to Washington to negotiuste a
commercial treaty, and strange that
we should tind representatives from tho
different Provinces (excepting Prince
Edward Islandand Manitoba, who have
not yet expressed any opinion) con-
demn this work so far as it has gone,
and strange that British Columbia
should be the only Province to come
to the rescue. JIhis treaty is said to
be dead. Certainly it has received a
good many kicks, but I think itis only
in a comatose state, and that it will
rise from its ashes one of these days,
to be hailed as a boon by all sections of
this great Dominion—with, of course,
moditications, I supposo the negotia-
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tion of a treaty of this kind comes
within the scope” of what is called
diplomacy, and diplomats, I believe,
try to conceal their thoughts. 1 don't
know whether hon. gentlemen who
have spoken against the treaty aro
concealing their thoughts, and consider
1t their duty to show that the balance
of trade would be against this country.
Whether or not thero may be some
wisdom in treating the question in this
way—for [ think the less anxious we
appear for reciprocal relations, the
more likely will the United States be
to come to terms and make concessions
—I am satistied that the whole country
desires closer trade relations with the
United States, a has just been remark-
od by the hon. gentleman from Toronto
who spoke last. 1 do not pripose to
go mto figures, or to touch the question
as it bowrs on manufactures, internal
navigation, or the general trade of the
eastern section of the country, but I
must say a few words on the shipping
intustry. I have been swrprised to
har the opinions advanced by some
.on, members with regard 1o ships
ad shipbuilding. Although T do not
believe in building ships by the mils
and forcing them on the market (such
4 business would not pay), I do beliove
in building ships to order, thereby
giving a profit on the raw material,
labour for our mechanics, and a profit
on their labour, also a protit on the
i nported materials. Look at the way
in which England follows this branch
of industry; she builds ships of war
and ships fo: commerce for the world,
and uses hor raw material without fear,
and will continue to do so a3 long as
the demand lasts.  And surely this
country has material enough to buiid
ships to do her own carrying trade,
and to buiid for sale also. Our Pro-
vince of British Columbia occupies a
diferent position from any of the other

rovinces. We have a lurge extent of
territory andeveloped, a sparse popuala-
ton, scarce and expensive labour, so
much 8o as to prevent manufactures of
any nnportance; we kave abundance
qf raw material, minerals of all kinds,
forests of the finest timber in the
world, and inexhaustible fixheries; and
the opening ot a tree market for these
Products would be of immense, if not
Incomprehensible, benetit. The only
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industry in our Province requiring pro-
tection is the agricultural, and this
being a smaller interest than the com-
mercial, T believe the voice of the peo-
ple would be to sacrifice the smaller
and stimulate the larger interest. I
hope some of these days to see a modi-
fied reciprocal treaty prevail betwoen
the United States and Canada, not only
satisfactory to British Columbia, but to
the whole of the Dominion,

IIon. Mr. BUREAU said that this
was one of thoso questions which in-
volved the future prosperity of these
Provinces. The trade and commerco
of the Dominion were deeply interested
in this treaty, and for his own part ho
was quite disposed to sce the now ne-
gotiations asuccess, because he believed
it to be in the interest of the country
as a whole. The whole country had
been in favour of such a treaty in 1854,
and at that time they must acknow-
ledge (he was then a member of the
Oppuosition), that they had not made it
a political question; they did not try
to oppose the action of the Governmeont,
and the House might remember that
the bill was read a first, second and
third time at the same sitting. If they
were to judge of the probable advan-
tagos to be derived from the present
treaty by the experience of the past,
they might form some idea of the bene-
ficial results likely to flow from the
adoption of such a measure. Those en-
gaged in trade in different parts of the
country who oppose this treaty, ignored
or secemeid to ignore the great benefits
that England had obtained from tbe
removal of these commercial barriers
which had allowed the introduction
into the country of the different pro-
dnets of the world. He thought those
most interested in oblaining reciprocity
were, first, tho agriculturists, and then
the manufacturing intcrests. His
hon. friend (Mr. Read) spoke of cheese
Well, for the suke of argument, he
would acknowledge that we had ex-
ported cheese, but since what time had
we commenced this exportation, and
where did we export to? Was it npt
to England, and was it not because in
Lngland there was no duty on cheese ?
1o hoped that his hon. friend had re-
ceived the greatost profit from his
manufacture of cheese. (Laughtor.)
What did they learn from the commer-.
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cial history of England, especially
since 1848, whon Cobden and his friends
trierl to induce Bngland to pass a law
to relicve the masses of the people
from paying dulies on the necessaries
of life? They had scen the successful
rosults of such a policy. In the com-
mencoment of the present century the
foreign trade of England (imports and
exports) was only to the value of
£60,000,000 sterling; now it amounts
to $487,590,000, the average figures of
the last threc years. What a contrast
are the imports of the United Kingdom,
now of the valuc of £37,000.000 (1871),
in comparison with those of the year
1354, when, with the customs dueg
thorcon, they only amounted to £39,-
000! KEngland obtains such a success
mostly from the repeal of her naviga-
tion laws, the free trade policy adopted,
and the removal of almost all duties,
except on a few principal articles for
revenue purposes. To arrive at the
result it would be necessary to take
into consideration the trade of this
country and of the United States, and
compare both, and he thought it would
prove that we had nothing to fear as to
the result of reciprocity. e would
show the Senate statistics of the exports
and imports of the two ¢ untries, what
was the relative position of the different
interests, and it would be casy to es-
tablish that the first intevest of this
country was its agriculture, that the
next was our woods and forests and
minerals, and that our manufactures
as they arc now would not figure for a
very large amount in the different in-
terests of this Dominion, and that al-
though the manufacturing interest had
succeeded in a very large degreo, yeot
it could bear no comparison with the
interests of agriculture, &ec.

It being then six o’clock, the Speakor
left the chair.

After recess, .

Hon. Mr. BUREAU said that inas-
much as Mr. Brown was desirous of
leaving, ho would make way for that
gontleman on the understanding that
his speech would closo the debate; and
that if any other gentleman desired to
address the House on the treaty, they
would do so hereafter, when all the
papers came down.

‘This being agreod to,
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Ho~. Mr. BROWN addressed the
House, and expressed his gratification
at the mode in which Mr. Campbell
had treated this matter. There was,
of course, objection on some sides with
the treaty, but generally that camo
from those who were really Protection-
ists, like the hon. member from North
York, though that gentleman still ap-
peared to beliove that he was a freo
trader.  Others objected that the
Ministry ought to have gone to Wash-
ington to endeavor to procure a re-
nowal of the treaty, but he felt that
this came with very bad taste from
gentlemen whose friends, when they
were in the Ministry, had sent nego-
tiator after negotiator to the United
States to ask for a restoration of re-
ciprocity. Then it was said that it
was no use to go to the United States
to ask for this treaty, because the very
papers which he had submitted to the
American Government showed that
Canada had benefittod by the abroga-
tion of the treaty, That was not ro.
It was true that the country had been
prosperous to an extraordinary degree;
its prosperity had been greater than
it had ever been before; but the cause
of this was to be found first in confed-
eration, which by uniting and strength-
ening the Provincos, had greatly in-
creased their trade, and secondly in
the enhanced prices of American com-
modities and labor, which gave us an
opportunity of getting into the Ameri-
can market with almost all the advan-
tages which could arise from freoe trade
itself. ‘This state of things had forced
them to buy our grains, lumber and
animals, and to pay the duty on it.
But that was not the case now. Then
things were in a changing state, now
they were all on a good basis in the
United States. He would put to his
hon. friend from York if there was one
educated farmer who would get up and
say that it wag not an enormous gain
to have the duty taken off his wheat,
barley, &e. If thore was no other ad-
vantage which would ensue, it would
bo this, that we should have both the
United States and Great Britain com-
peting for our produce, and in this way
we should obtain the highest possible
market prices. The hon. member for
Kingston had remarked upon the fact
that we should be bound to build the
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Caughnawaga Canal as the price of re-
ciprocity. The hon. gentleman had
been most unfortunate in his allusion.
His friends had agreed to Ctomstruct
three thousand miles cf railway within
ten years, at a cost of a hundred ard
twenty millions; and yet he would not
allow the present Government to con-
struct a trumpery canal, which would
cost six millions, within six years. The
undertaking of the late Government
was twenty-ﬁve times more onerous
than this canal, and yet the hon. gentle-
man turned up the whites of his eyes,
because the Government had committed
itself to the work in question. Then
he had said that the Dominion should
not commence the canal until the
United States had constructed the New
York Canal. He dwelt upon this point
at some length, holding that the canal
would be advantageous, not only to the
United States, but to ourselves. There
were two parties to every bargain, and
each party made certain stipulations
on his or its own behalf. It would
have been no use to stipulate for the
United States coasting trade, as when-
ever negotiations were had with the
United States, they had always said
that this was a point which they could
not concede. He proceeded to refute
the arguments of the hon. gentlemen
who had sgid that the policy of re-
ciprocity was ogposed to the policy of
the preceding Government, viz., inci-
dental protection. He went on to show
the effects of protection carried to its
legitimate sequence, viz., to increase
the price of articles all round, and in
consequence no one was the better off.
His hon. friend from Toronto was kind
enough not to talk too hardly of the
treaty, but he must see that he was
narrow in his ideas in wantihg to have
everythin% on our side. He had been
treated at Washington most courteous-
ly, and had been asked to state exactly
what he wanted. His hon. friend had
said that the treaty would do a great
deal for the United States, but only
moderately well for us. As to the
selling of our ships to the Americans,
he had a highcr idea of the sagacity of
the Maritime Provinces than to think
that Brother Jonathan would induce
them to sell their ships unless
they saw it was more profitable than
to keep them. Ho reviewed other
13
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articles of Canadian manufacture,
making in regard to them an argu-
ment similar to that which he had last
advanced. His hon. friend fr« m To-
ronto made a very strong statement
when he said that the great mass of our
people were glad that the treaty had
been broken up. When the last treaty
was negotiated not one word from the
liberal party came against it, although
it was not near as advantageous as this.
He had not found one individual who
could really prove that he would have
been injured by the treaty. Although
the treaty had not been concluded he
was glad that these negotiations taught
hon. gentlemen to have a higher appre-
ciation of their country than they had
before. For his own part he had never
cared who had brought about measures
for the benefit of the country, and if
only convinced that such was the case
he had heartily supported them. ' It
was not a question with us of what
benefit the treaty would be to the
United States, but what benefit it
would be to us. He thanked his hon.
friends for the generous manmner in
which they had listened to him, con-
cluding by bearing testimony to the
dignity with which the debate had bee

carried on. .

The motion was then carried.

INTERPRETATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved the second
reading of the Interpretation Act
Amendment Bill.

Under this Act it was proposed to
publish separately, at the end of each
session, two volumes containing the
public Acts, interesting to the Domin-
ion, and the other private Acts, affect-
ing only those who came before this
Legislature to sorve their own private
interests, with a view of hastening the
publication of the Statutes. It was in-
tended by this means to obviate the
serious delays which generally occur-
red at the end of each session by the
printing of the Statutes.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the
practice hitherto had been to publish
those which were essential in the
Gazette. Tt would be better, he thought,
to keep the first volume unbound, and
then to bind them together, in order
that anyone seeking an Act might be
able tv find it.
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- Hon. Mr. SCOTT objected to the ex-
pense of binding the private Acts with
the others, as it was nnt necessary that
the magistrates should be in possession
of them. It would entail a vast ex-
pense to send them all over the coun-
try with the public Acts.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said it was a
matter of great complaint all over the
country that the laws were not dis-
tributed till six or eight months after
the Parliament had risen. It was a
serious inconvenience to persons con-
nected with the courts especially not
to be in possession of' the laws. Local
Statutes were distributed within a
month after the rising of the Local
Legislatures, and he did not see why
the Dominion Parliament should not
be able to do the same. This had al-
ways been a subject of complaintsince
Confederation, especially in the Mari-
time Provinces. Nova Scotia was gen-
erally behind hand in getting the Stat-
utes, and he thought that anything at
all that would enable the Government
to distribate the Statutes carlier, and
remedy this very serious inconven-
ience, would be a great boon. In his
own Province every sccond man was a
magistrate (Iaughter), and the expense
of distributing the public and private
Acts to two hundred magistrates was
something enormous, not to mention
that some of them were not distributed
at all.

Ho~x. Mr. HAVILAND supported
the second reading. There was no ne-
cessity for messing up the private with
the public Acts of the Dominion. He
considered it would be quite sufficient
if the table contained a list of them,
indicating where they might be found.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—Yes, that might
be done.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAN D—As to send-
ing the private Acts to all the magis-
trates in the Dominion, it entails a
great expense, and is no use whatover.

Hoxn. Mr. MILLER did not see any
necessity in distributing the private
Acts, as magistrates were only called
upon to act under criminal enact-
ments, and had nothing to do with the
civil enactments of the Federal Parlia-
ment. Nearly all our criminal laws
were contained in the Statutes of 1364,
and he did not see why it should not
be suflicient to keep tho magistrates

fnterpretation Act
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au fait with the alterations in the cri-
minal order and no more. He sug-
gested that the Gazette should be dis-
tributed as early as possible with all
the alterations made. = This would save
an enormous expense to the country,
and be a kindness to the magistrates,
for the alterations would then be in a
convenient shape.

Ho~x. Mr. KAULBACI!I considered
it would be more expensive and more
difficult to post them up in the altera-
tions than to send them the Statutes
themselves,

Ho~n. Mr. PENNY remarked that
there was a great deal of reason in
what the hon. Secretary of State had
said, and that he would have said
nothing on the subject were it not
that he remembered to have had some
experience in trying to find private
bills. By going to the library they
would find that there were some years
in which the private bills were not
bound with the public bills, and this
had been proved to be a very great
inconvenience. It was all very well
to say that the private bills were of no
consequence, but some of them were of'
very greal importance, and affected as
many interests as did the public bills.
What had been said sounded reasonable
enough, but’ experience had proved
that when these private -bills were
wanted they could not be procured,
and a great deal of inconvenience was
the result. He reforred more particu-
larly to the jear 1859, when thia
system was tried, but, after two yeary,
had been abandoned by universai
desire. He thought there should be
some little consideration before rushing
back into a system which had been
found so inconvenient.

Ho~n. Mr. SKEAD suggested that
the laws passed by the Legislaturo
should not go into toree until two or
three months after enactment, so as to
give the Government an opportunity of
distributing them in time. Some laws
requred to be enforced the moment
they wore sanctioned, but that could
be provided for by a spocial clause.
He thought it was a mistaken idea
that private bills should not be put
into the hands of magistrates, as they
often contained penalties which had 1o
he sued for before magistrates, and

Amendment Bill,
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‘mportant the magistrate should know.
Lublic officers and the legal profession
had to judge according to the laws, and
he thought it would be only right that
some alteration should be made pro-
Vviding that the alterations should not
be enforced till the Government had
had sufficient time to distribute the
Statutes,

. Hon. Mr. SCOTT said that taking
Into consideration the inconvenience
that would result to the legal profes-
sion {from having two volumes of bills,
be thought it would be better to adopt
the measure before them. Difficulties
would, of course, be experienced, but
he denied that Statutes of the same
size could be got out quicker in Ontario
than they were hore.

Ho~. Mr. ALLAN agreed with the
hon. member for Montreal (Mr, Penny)
that private bills were sometimes of
equal importance to public ones, and
he hoped the hon. gentleman would
take it into further consideration before
pressing the matter.

Hon Mr. CAMPBELL referred to the
difficulty there was in distinguishing
some of the private Acts from the
public ones, and said that this would
render the matter very difficult.

Hon. Mg. SCOTT said that since the
regulation of Acts in 1859 he thought
the private Acts had really not been
bound up and distributed.~ The pro-
posal in this bLill was that all those
entitled to receive the Statutes, the
members of Parliament, the judges
and the various officers, should receive
them, but that those containing the
public Acts should be distributed first
to the magistrates. This would save a
great deal of time, besides about $200.
A large amount of the private legis-
I on” was mere legal rubbish, if he
ight use the term ; people got incor-

orated and there was an end of them.

e would reud a few of the names of
these private Acts: “ Lamb's Water-
proof and Blacking Company,” “The
Rouge Boom Company,” and ro on.
It the bill were read it might be
further discussed in a Committee of
the Whole. Carried.

CANADIAN GAS LIGHTING BILL.

Hox. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the
second reading of the Canadian Gas
Lighting Incorporation Bill,
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ITon. Mr. DICKEY said the question
arose on this bill as to whether there
was any Lecessity of bringing it before
the Diminion Legislature.” He had
expressed an off hand opinion on the
first reading that it was unnecessary,
inasmuch as all the Dbenefits might
bo obtained by a local act of incorpo-
ration. In justice to his own view, he
had been very much struck with the
discussion just now going on about this
enormous mass of local legislation
which it was the object of the Act just
now read to get rid of in some way.
He considered that the present measure
should be relegated toits proper tribu-
nal. His hon. friend had proper]
characterize.d some of the private bills
that came before them as legal rubbish,
1t had been dccided in the Ontario
courts that an Act ot incorporation in
one Provinee gave no  facilities in
another, but so far as the highest legal
authority could have any weight with
the House. his oftthand opinion was
fully supported. A bank had been in-
corporated in Lower Canada but a
shoet while ago, ity jurisdietion being
entirely contined to that Province, for
issuing bank notes. e did not know
why the Legislature thought proper to
condine its operations to that Province,
but it was so confined. 1t was a char-
ter with powers expressly confined by
its terms to the Province of Quebec.
The bank, however, thought proper to
go to an adjcining Province, establish
an agency, issue and take notes in
return, and it was in issuing one of
these notes that the case came up, it
being contended thatas by their char-
ter that they had no business to go ont
of the Province of @ ebee, they ¢ould
not recover the monev. The court,
howeve:, decided that aithongh in the
strict sense they had been doing busi-
ness illegally, yet they could recover
the money as a corporation. 1t was
admitted that a toccign ‘vorporation
could sue in England, and not only
could a foreign corporation sue in
England  or in the States, but a
Sortiori, a corporation in any State
in the Union could sue in any other
State. The same argument must
be admitted here. These bills were
defended on the ground that you could
10t go into any Province and sue un-
lcsg )vou go[’, a I)Omu”ﬂu Actv The



199 " Canadian Gas
principle, however, for which he was
contending would be found laid down
in Kent's Commentaries and Storey’s
Conflict of Laws. It was well under-
stood in the States, where these prin-
ciples were quoted, as applicable in
England as well, and that foreign cor-
porations could sue there if they were
incorporated in any country. These,
however, were not the only authori-
ties, as Chitty, on Contracts, confirmed
the statement with regard to England.
He would ask them, therefore, whether
they intended to pursue this system
of legislation. The subject was worthy
the consideration of the House and
the Private Bills Committee, and after
they had discussed the propriety cf
this private business coming before the
House, let the Committee seriously
consider the question,

Hon. Mr. MILLER said that so far
as the Private Bills Committee was
concerned, the desivre had been to re-
strict the legislation in reference to
private bills in this Parliament, and
they had thrown out bills which had
been subjected to their consideration
by the House. The practice which had
obtained of introducing this species of
legislation was owing not to the Pri-
vate Bills Committee. He had been
but a short time Chairman of that Com-
mittee, but the feeling was not to ex-
tend the legislation in any way that
would interfere with local legislation.
Where any doubt was entertained as
to the jurisdiction or conflicting juris-
diction of that Committee, a discussion
took place on the second reading. Al-
though they were careful not to con-
flict with Local Parliaments, yet they
did not wish to drive away legislation
from the House that they could rea-
sonably attend to. He admitted, with
the hon. member who had just sat
down, that a foreign corporation could
sue in this country, in the States, and
in England as well; but although that
was the case, there was a ditference
between a merely local and a general
Act of Incorporation. He thought that
the present measure was one of those
which might fairly come before this
Legislature. At the same time he
would not deny that possibly in the
present instance they might be able to

ot along with an Act from one of the
Legislatures.
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Hon. Mr. HAVILAND said the
hon. gentleman had been raising up
shadows for the purpose of knocking
them down. None disputed that a
foreign cerporation could sue in any
country. As regarded the expediency
of passing so many private bills as
they did, which might be passed by a
Local Legislature, he thought this per-
haps was due to the House being com-
posed of two classes of legislators, one
class composed of pure Federalists, the
other anxious that we should become
one Legislature. For his own part, as
he was a pure Federalist, he would
never willingly consent to pass an Act
through the Parliament of the Do-
minion of Canada over which a Local
Legislature had jurisQict.xon. (Mr,
Dickey, Hear, hear.) Since 1867, hon.
gentlemen had encouraged or winked
at the practice of bringing blllx} in here
to which they had no right, in order
to run the Local Legislatures out of
work, that they might be the sooner
abolished. In the present case, how-
ever, he hardly considered that this
was one of those bills which should go
before a Local Legislature. It wasa
a rather questionable method of pro-
cedure, he thought, for an association
of geutlemen who had received a patent
from the Dominion Parliament to go
to a Tiocal Legislature to extend their
rights and privileges. '

Hon. M. WILMOT did not oppose
the bill, but as the question of vested
rights often came up in the Local
Legislatures, he thought they should
be cautious in granting bills which
might in any way interfere with muni-
cipal rights. If this bill was to over-
ride such rights, or grant privileges
—(No, no)—or interfere with what
might be called vested rights—

Hon. Ma. CAMPBELY—That would
be examined by the Committee.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT did not like
vested rights, which were sometimes
vested wrongs, but if they had them he
was prepared to protect them. In the
last section he noticed a clause making
this a public bill, and he supposed it
was an endeavour to get back the
$200.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSK read a let-
ter in which attention was drawn to
the fact that no notice had been given
of the bill.
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Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—The objec-
tion was reported on.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—From the Pri-
vate Bill Committee.

Hoy, Mr. CAMPBELL—I am told
the hon. gentleman was present him-
self at the meeting of the Committee.

Hoxn. Mr. BELLEROSE had forgot-
ten the fact. Ie believed, however,
that they would be wrong in assuming
the responsibility of passing every
private bill that came before them. He
admitted that ho was not in a position
by his legal status to give an opinion
as to the proper course to be adopted
for the passing of the bill before them,
but looking at it from a common sense
point of view, he thought that the re-
sult of passing such bills would be that
great numbers of bills that ought to
go before the Tocal Legislatures would

appear before the Dominion Parlia-

ment.

Hon.Mr. KAULBACH—My opinion
is that we ought not to interfere or
lezislate on matters pertaining to local
interest, and strictly within the power
of the Provincial or Local Legislatures.
Local Legislatures ave the best judges
of matters of this kind, and know best
if the legislation asked for is for the
public interest. My remarks are not
intended to affect the bill under dis-
cussion, as from explanations given. [
believe this bill is a fit subject for our
attention.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY would be sorry
indeed to be wanting in respect to a
body which had done so much hard
work as the Private Bills Committec,
and he had not intended to say any-
thing in disparagement of that Com-
mittee. A great deal rested with
them, however, and he thouaght they
might stop some of this unnocessary
legislation. He thought his friend, as
a lawyer, would have endeavored to
eheck this legislation, for he really
considered that the power rested, in a
great measure, with the Committee.
He begged to assure his hon. friend
from Toronto, who had charge of this
bill, that he wus not speaking agamnst
this particularly, but that he merely
wished to draw attention to a practice
of which he disapproved, and he hoped
the bill might now be allowed to pass.
Carried.
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COPYRIGHTS BILL.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER moved the
second reading of the Copyrights bill.
This bill was for the settlement of a
long debated conflict botween various
interested parties---settlement in which
the general public is also very much
concerned. At the same time that
the interests of” the authors are recog-
nized and respected by this measure,
it also protects the interests of the
public and provides for the encourage-
ment of our printers and publishers.
The subject wus brougkt on a former
occaxion, (in 1872) to the notice of
the Senate by the member for Mon-
treal, who had taken 1 great deal of
pains in trying to arrive at a satisfac-
tory conclusion. The importance of
the bill is such that a delegation of
gentlemen had come to Ottawa to fol-
fow the proceedings in regard to this
bill. Tt is intended to refer the mea-
sure to a Select Com nittee, and he
hoped that when it is brought back to
the House, with or without amend-
ments, it will meet with general ap-
probation. The generil featuves of
this bill are, while ke>ping the beno-
ficial provisions of the Copyright Act
of 1868, and of the apylication of the
Imperial Legislation &s regards the
importation of reprint: of books not
patented in Canada, it does away with
the difficulties and obscurities hereto-
fore encountered in the practicil work-
ing of the previous luws. The bill
provides for the registration of In-
terim Copyrights, perding the pre-
liminary proceedings for the publica-
tion in Canada of a reprint of English
copyrighted books. Tlat part cf the
measure which relates to what may
be called the administrs tive of or office
provisions, will be fonnd a marked
progress, and a great improvement on
what existed before. Ile intended as
alrea ly expressed, to refer the bill to a
Select Committee, and therefore wguld
not speak any further on the rubject.

Hon. Mr. RYAN had no doubt that
the Committee would return the bill in
a way that would mect the require-
ments of all. Tho bill iteelf was for
the extension of the general Copyright
Act of 1868, although it did not go
into the reserved point of 1872. Lle
thought, however, that the object of
the present as well as of the former
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Copyright bill, the protecton of the
interests ©f authors and owners of
copyrights, might lLe very well
achieved by judicious amendments in
committee. The main point was to
protect our own printers and publish-
ers, and give them fair play; and he
confidently expected that this would
be the result of the present measure, if
carried.

On motion of Ion. Mp. HAMIL-
TON the House adjourned at half-past
ten o’clock, rar.

Subsidizing

Friday, February 26, 1875.
SUBSIDIZING STEAMERS.

After routine,

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT enquired if
it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to subsidize the steaners plying
between Halifax, Sydney, St. Johns,
Newfoundland, and St.Pierre Miquelon,
and if 8o, the amournt for the service to
be granted to the steamer. “Virgo”
and * George Shattuck ” now perform-
ing the voyages, or other ve.sels which
might replace them. The honorable
gentleman said he would first refer to
the “Virgo,” which had Leen placed
on the line last yoear for the purpose of
keeping up & regu'ar intc-course be-
tween Halifax, Sydney and St. Johns,
Newfoundland, which wax of great
benefit to the merchants and others
connected with our collierics. Before
Confederation we had a stezmer subsi-
dized by the Provincial Government
on the same route, and afte: the union
it was fully cxpected the grant would
have been continued. Also the honor-
able Senator -epresented how satisfac-
tory the voyrges o this stoamer had

cn, on account of its eficient and
admirable commander, and said he
hoped his appeal would nct be over-
looked by the Governmert, for this
steamer, as well a< for ths ¢ George
Shattuck,” which was the connecting
link between Halifax, Sydney and St.
Pierro Miquelon. The latter boat
would, as scon as the subsidy was
granted, run to Arichat, tarough St.
Peters Canal to Sydney, :nd to the
French Islands of "St. Pievre Mique-
lon, the population of which con-
sumed s0 much of the productions
of the Dominion, as well as of our
own mines for themselves, and of
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the several thousands engaged in their
fisheries. He concluded by making a
strong appeal on behalf of the above
named steamers, both from a social
and commercial point of view.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said that the

question of connccting the remote
parts of the country, and especiall
the eastern part of Nova Scotia, wit
the capital by steam, was very impor-
tant. He was not so sure, however,
that the enterprise on whose behalf
this enquiry was made, was entitled to
that consideration which the hon. gen-
tleman would claim for it. The line
from Halitax to Newfoundland was
started on purely commercial princi-
ples, and touched ounly at Sydney,
where it was obliged to stop for coal,
It might be a great advantage to
Sydney, but it was of no value to the
island of Cape Breton genorally. ’I‘hgse
people had aiready had more attention
paid to them by the Giovernment than
any portion of the island of Cape Bre-
ton, and they seemed to have the only
influencg with regard to public favors,
Nova Scotia depended upon her water
communication. 1f, therefore, a line
of steamers from Halifax, touching at
several points before reaching Sydney,
were subsidized, which would proceed
to St. John, it would be a great boon
to the country, and be deserving the
consideration of the Governmenf. A
large portion of that part of the country
was maritime, and contributed greatly
to the finances of the Government.
Such an enterprise as the one he had
mentioned deserved, and should re-
ceive, favor from the Government, hut
he could not see why a company,
started with the prospect of making
money from Halifax to St. John, touch-
ing only at one port, and that neces-
garily for coal, should receive any con-
sideration at the hands of the Govern-
ment.
Hox. Mr. BOURINOT decnied that
Sydney was only called at for coal,
and said it was most important from a
trading point of view.,

Hon. Mr. MILLER did not wish to
underrate the importance of Sydney,
and gave every credit to his hon, friend
for advocating the interest of that por-
tion of the island in which he livedl.)o

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT — Is St.
Peter’s Canal that portion?
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Hox. Mr. MILLER did not know
that it was. He repeated his opinion
that this company, unless it touched at
intermediate points between Halifux
and Sydney, had no claim for consider-
ation. He would rather see the “Virgo”
than a vessel in the interest of a foreign
country receive favors from the Gov-
ernment; but he hoped that beforc any
subsidy were granted, an jJinquiry
should be mude as to the services that
were going to be performed.

Hox, M. ARCHIBALD—I am glad
my hon. friend has placed his motion
of enquiry in the minutes, so that the
matter can come before this House and
be brought to the notice of the hon.
members of the Government occupying
seats in this Chamber. If these steam-
ers connecting Sydney with Halifax,
Saint Pierre Miquelon, and St. Johns,
Newfoundland, are liberally subsidized,
50 that they can be successfully run, it
will be a great boon to the people of
Cape Breton and the travelling public
generally. The steamers running from
Halifax and connecting the western
ports to Yarmouth, in connection with
the steamers from thence to St. John,
rceeive a subsidy of $10,000 from the
Dominion Government, I think the
steamers running on the castern line
are entitled to the same consideration,
and I think to greater consideration,
when we contrast the facilities east and
west afforded ‘by the railways for
travelling. The Intercolonial, leaving
‘Halifax, runs through the counties of
Colchester and Cumberland and on to
St. John, The Windsor and Annapolis
Railroad passes through Hants, Kings
and Annapolis, and on to Digby, where
there is connection made by steamers
to St. John, and, if I am rightly in-

formed, §n ‘the course of the present.

Year the line will be open to Yarmouth,
the westernmost part of the Province.

Oow what have we got in the shape of
railways cast? 'I'he line from Halifax
to New Glasgow, although 100 miles
long, only cxtends 40 miles in an
easterly direction. ,Passengers bound
to Sydney are diopped off at New
Glasgow, and have o find their way
over 200 miles of road the best way
they can.  Full and s pring this road is
almost impassable, i have travellod
this road in all scasons of the year, and
used every kind of vehicle to get over
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it but a whelbarrow. Now I want the
hon. memters of the Government op-
posite to understand why and on what
grounds th > people ot Cuoe Breton de-
mand a subsidy for their steamers.
When the railways werc commenced
in Nova Scotia the people of Cape
Breton, thiough their represcntatives,
gave their undivided support to the
pablic works and railwiys of Nova
Scotia, and they k1w they could not
receive any dircct beneiit for many
years, Still they were willing to sub-
mit to iner2ased taxation, and wait for
the time to come when they should be
put in cont ection with the yoad. The
Governmer t of Nova Scotia had given
them a ple:dge that so soon as the rail-
way reachcd the tidal wa:ors at Pictou
a stenmer +hould be provided to run to
some central point in Cape Breton, and
connecting us with the terminus at
Picton. Unfortunately the line was
not complsted to Pictou till 1867.
Then came Confederaticn, and with
Confederat on the Nova Scotia railways
were handed over to the Dominion
Government. The Government of
Nova Bceoia could not fulfil their
pledge, anc consequently we were left
out in the cold; but I contend the
Dominion Government are bound to
carry out the pledge given to Cape
Bieton by the Government of Nova
Scotia. In 1868, when I first had the
honor of a seat in this Hcuse, I waited
upon the hon. the Leader of the Op-
position, the then Postmaster General,
and stated our grievances as forcibly
as I could. After one or two deputa-
tions and several conversations, I will
do my hon. friend the justice to say
that ho did recognize our claims, and
did what he could and the only thing
he could at the time. Ile gave asmall
subsidy to one of the Prince Edward
Island steamers to carry the mails, and
gave us one service a week from Pictou
to Hawkesbury in the Straits of Canso.
Subsequently, I think a year or two
after, by giving a emall additional sub-
sidy we got two services a week.
This was a great boon to Cape Breton.
The route :rom Pictou to Hawkesbury
is pleasant enough in summer, were it
not for thirteen miles of break-neck
road to be travelled by night fiom
Hawkesbury to West Bay, at the head
of the Bras d’Or Lake, to make the

Steamers.
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conncction with the steamers running
down the lakes to Sydney. The island
steamers do nos commence their trips
till the 15th or 20th May, on account
of the ice, anc they are withdrawn
about the middie ot November, so that
the very time our merchants and
traders want to get to Halifax, fall
and spring, they are compelled to take
the land journey of 200 miles when the
roads are almest impassable. These
steamers running on the outside route
supply the linl: we have required so
long ; they wil: leave Halifax, calling
at Sydney, so sdon as the ice is off the
coast in the spring, and they will con-
tinue to call at Sydney up to January,
thus affording passengers a safe and
speedy connection with Nova Scotia,
fall and spring, after the summer route
via Hawkesbury is closed. I therefore
hope the Government will see the ne-
cessity for libarally subsidizing this
line. If Cape 3reton had stood at the
time of Confederation as she did in
1820, “and I wish to God she bad been
in the same position,” when we had
our own Goverment and the control
of our own revenues, we should have
had offers of ra Iroads and steam com-
munications to induce us to come into
confederation, and I should not be
standing here t>-day asking for simple
justice to be done her. But unfortu-
nately for Cape Breton a colonial
secretary in  Downing street, one
fair day, without consulting the
wishes of the people of Cape Breton,
with the dash of his pen squelched us
out of existencd as a separate govern-
ment, and tacked us on to Nova Scotia,
as o gentleman in the Legislature of
Nova Scotia said, in trying to be severe
on the member trom Cape Breton,
“like a tin kettle tied to a dog’s tail.”
Our member, the Hon. J. B. Uniacke,
replied that Cape Breton was more like
a “jewel in & pig’s snout.” And now,
if hon. members of the Government
will allow me, I should like to throw
out a suggestion. I understand a com-
pany is formed and ready to build the
line of railway from New Glasgow to
the Straits of Canso, provided the Gov-
cernment will hand over to them the
entire route from Truro to Pictou, and
the Government of Nova Scotia will
give $5,000 per mile additional. We
want the line to run to Louisburg, but
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if it cannot be carried beyond the
Straits of Canso for the present, I think
the company receiving the transfer of
the line from Truro to Pictou ought to
be compelled to put a good and suffic-
ient steamer onthe Strait for crossing,
summer and winter, and to build a
horse railway from Hawkesbury to
West Bay, so that passengers may
have some comfortable way of getting
over this neck of land. Tho transfer
of the line from Truro, and the sub-
sidy offered by thé Government of
Nova Scotia, is more than sufficient to
build the line to the Straits. Put on a
good steam ferry boat, and construct
the horse railroad to West Bay, and I
trust the Government will not hand
the road over to any company who are
not willing to carry out my sugges-
tions, if they meet with the approval
of my friends the hon. members of
the Government.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said that from
the hon. gentlemen’s remarks onc
would think that they were talking of
steam communication between Pictou
and the St. Lawrence, whereas the en-
quiry had reference simply to a line
between Halifax and St. John. Con-
sistently with the intcrests of the
other part of the country, he had no
objection to this line, if 1t would only
call at intermediate ports, but he did
not like to sce one spo't more favoured
than another.

Hon. Mr. NORTHUP said this
was a matter which deserved the*
gerious consideration of the Govern-
ment. For some years past their meor-
chants had thought of forming a com-
pany for the purpose of touching the
eastern shores from Halifax, but it was
not expected to pay, and nothing had
He believed, how-
ever, that if these lines were fostered
they would do a large trade, not onl
for the Maritime Provinces but for that
of Quebec as well, because a large por-
tion of their produce went down on
these boats. To subsidize such a line
would therefore be,advantageous to the
whole Domimion. As for the St.
Peter’s Canal, he believed the * Geoi e
Shattuck” had been and would he
able to make the passage hereafier
through the canal and Brasd’Or Lake.

Hox. Mr. SCOTT said he was in-
formed by the Postmaster-General that
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hisf’Depm:tment was paying the “ Vir-
£0" $1,000 ayear for carrying the mails,
fl;nd that it was proposed to continue
it.

. Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD said noth-
ing had been paid last year.

Hox. Mg. SCOTT—It might be pro-
spective.

Hox. Me. BOURINOT supposed
they must be satistied with the expla-
nation, although it was rather dis-
couraging.

MANUSCRIPT RETURNS.

Hox. Mr. BOURINOT then drew
the attention of the House to the un-
satisfactory state of the returns and
reports of Committees to Parliament;
many of these important documents
Wore in manuscript, and quite inacces-
sible to members, because the Printing
Committee hud refused to have them
printed. e read a letter from Mr.
Todd, Chief Libravian, as follows :—

Library, 20th February, 1875.

Dear Sir,—I1 may state that T have
repeatedly been cmbarrassed in the
search for important returns to Parlia-
ment, for members of either House, by
finding these particular documents had
been directel by the Joint Committee
on Printing not to be printed. About
two years ago I wrote officially to the
Clerk of the Printing Commitiee offer-
ing to take charge of all such papers
if he would have them uniforinly bound
with proper labels of contents in refer-
ence to the printed journals. 1f de-
posited in the library they would be
generally accessible to members and
others desirous of consulting them, and
80 to a great extent obviate the disap-
pointment so often experienced at not
finding them in print; but I received
no reply to the communication.

(Signed,) Awvpaeus Tobp.

Hon. J. BOURINOT further wsaid
that he hoped his hon. friend, the
Chairman of the Printing Committee,
whom he saw in his place, would turn
his attention to this and meet the views
of Mr. Todd. :

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON, as Chairman
of the Printing Committee, did not sce
the necessity of printing all the docu-
ments, as it would be a great expense
to the country. Not one of these docu-
ments was destroyed, and he could see
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no difficulty in getting access to them,
as they were under the guardianship
of one of the best custodians in the
House. Whether they should be kept
by the Librarvian or by the Printing
Committee was a matter of opinion;
at any rate the matter should be fully
discussed at the next meeting of the
Comuaittee.

Hox Mr. BOURINOT said that in
justice to Mr. Hartney, the present
custodian, he wonld say that he had
always met with the greatest courtesy
at his hands, and that he meant no re-
flection upon him at all.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON then presented
the second, third and fourth reports of
the Printing Committee which were
severally adopted.

On the motion of Ion. Mr. SCOTT,
the House adjourned at half-past ten
o'clock, p. m., till Monday evening at
half-past seven o'clock, P.u.

Monday, March 1, 1875,

After routine,

Iox. Mr. MILLER presented the
seventh report of the Committee on
Standing Orders and Private Bills, re-
commendiny that the quorum be re-
duced to seven. Carried.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
On giving & notice of motion,

Hox. Mr. BELLEROSE enquired
whether, by the rules of the House,
members had to read the notices of
nmotion betore they were handed to the
Clerk of ethe House, o whether it was
only optional.

The SPHAKER believed there was
no expressed rale on the subject. The
practice in the old Legislative Council
and the Senate hal been for the mem-
bers to read the ne tices of motion. The
practice in the Commons was for an
hon. member to state his motion, with-
out reading it.

The hon. gentleman then real his
notice of motion.

STEAM COMMUNICATION FOR P. B. 1.

Hov. Mg. HOWLAN moved for &
copy of the advertisement calling for
a winter steamer at Prince Edward
[sland, anl also for a copy of the con-
tract entere ] into for the performanoe
of said service. Last year he had
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spoken about a winter steamer, but his
onlyobject at that time bad been to put
the Government on its guard against
buying a boat firom Dominion waters for
such a servive, as from the knowledge
he possessed of’ that service he knew
there was none capable of performing
the duty required. He thought that
if the Government had timely warning
they might have been able to get a
boat outside the Dominion forsuch a
service. This winter line had been
one of the terms agreed upon for Con-
federation. He himself had been one
of the delegates who came to Ottawa
at that time to arrange the conditions,
and he could assure tho House that
all the people of Prince Edward Is-
land, whatever their politics, felt
satistied that this service would be per-
tormed. He was not aware on whose
shoulders the _blame rested, but he
spoke from practical observation, and
he could assure the Government that a
moroe incfficient boat for winter service
it would be impossible to select. The
boat was not it for the gulf service
even in the fine weather. It was the
only course left for the people of Prince
Bdward lsland to bring the matter be-
fore the notice of the Senate, and he
adepted that cowrse.  lach Govern-
ment was bound by the arrangements
of' their predecessors, and on all the
negotintions for Confederation, cfficient
steum  communication in the winter
season was guaranteed to Prince Kd-
watd Island. It was not merely the
whim or caprice of the day which
must be had in lieu of Acts of Parlia-
ment. Where was the  protection of
the smaller provinces unless they had
the Senate to shield them? Prince
Jidward Island would not have entered
Confederation had she expected such
neglect as this, and he questioned very
much it the Maritime Provinces would
cither. Ile could not, therefore, help
cxpressing his sorrow at sceing a mea-
swre in the other Ilouse—(the hon.
member alluded to Mr. Mills” mo‘ion
for a reconstruction of the Senate)—
reecive the quiet assent of gentlemen
who certainly shoutd be the first in the
land to defend their position. If the
Senate had any right in the Confedera-
tion it had & right to their vespeet, and
ho was not aware that there was any
Act of the Senate to warrant that uu-
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generous, he was going to say coward-
ly, attack—(hear, hear)—which had
been made upon it from time to time
in another place. The constitution of
Prince Edward Island was guaranteed,
it came in under the Act of Confedera-
tion, yet last year it was swept away
by one Act of Parliament, and had it
not been for the protection of the
Senate would have been totally lost.
He would mention another specimen
of the legislation of a gentleman who
was known as a philosopher in this
Dominion, but whose bill was one of
the most disgraceful that ever dis-
graced any legislature. He referred
to the “ Bill No. 28, for the removal of
¢ obstructions from navigable rivers,”
which amounted to nothing less than
legalising stealing. There were thou
sands of tons of timber sunk in the
rivers of the Maritime Provinces, and
those largely engaged in lumbering
operations never thought of raising it
till the market was ready. This bill
came up from the other end of Parlia-
ment, was discussed upon its merits,
and the wisdom of the Senate threw it
out. Then there was another instance
of the wise legislation of the Senate.
An iniquitous bill was passed in the
other chamber to take away a portion
of the Tuckersmith division in which
an hon. member had been elected, in
order, by dismembering his district, to
ensure his re-election. This bill had
also been thrown out. The Senate
was now on its grand trial. It was to
the Senate that thesc smaller provinces
looked for protection. It would appear
that the representatives of Prince Ed-
ward Island in the other House were
quite satistied with this candle-box of
a steamer at Prince Edward Island, and
it therc were no other branch of the
legislature to which they might appeal,
he for one did not know what the peo-
ple of that island would do. e hardly
thought that the whole interests of the
people were rightly represented, and
he was very much of opinion that if
some of those gentlemen who had been
returned were to seek their verdict
anew, they would find a very different
result from their constituents, who
would be slow to forgive the political
tinkering of which they had been
guilty. ~ The only way the constitu-
tion of tho Senate could be interfered
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with was by a convention of the whole
people.
the day would not be so remiss as to
shrink from the responsibility of their
position by silently acquiescing in this
kind of political tinkering, which it
would be almost disgracetul in a Gov-
ernment to allow. e hoped his re-
marks would be placed side by side
with that great statesman who was
trying to break up their constitution.
Such a question, it moved at all, onght
to be moved by the Government, and
not sprung upon the people in the
underhand manner which the hon.
member alluded to had adopted. As
to his motion he assured the Govern-
ment that the guestion was an import-
ant one, and that in requesting au effi-
cient steamer the people of Prince
Edward Island were only asking for
what they were entitled to obtsin, and
he would not rest satistied till a proper
boat were put upon the line. He sup-
posed that in selecting the present one
the Government had been deceived, for
all it seemed capable of doing was to
get up steam. It was built a year and
a half ago and was characterised in one
of the (rovernment papers as a first-
class river bcat in every respect, but a
first-class boat for a river was not by
any means a first-class boat for a gulf,
and if the Government continuned to
allow it to run it would be a complete
farce and a waste of money. If the
Government had sent a competent
agent to St. Johns, Newfoundland,
" they might have procured from
amongst its fleet of sealers a competent
boat to have performed this service
until such time 4s a proper boat could
have beer: built for the service, which
in his opinion ought to be built special-
ly for the service. Ie wouald suggest
to the Government for the last time
that they should procure a boat built
expressly for this ice service of not less
than 150 horse-power, of about 150
feet keel, not less than 300 tons or more
than 600 tons, barque and ship rigged,
which, if built of proper wood, judicious-
ly selected, would he well able to per-
form the service required. When this
was done, and the matter was put be-
yond any doubt, so far as the perform-
ance was concerned, he would rest
satisfied, but not until then.

Hon, Mr. CARRALL said that some
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four or five years ago he obtained some
constitntional richts, and among others
that of a seat in the Senate. It had
been his lot, however, to hear re-echoed
from the Opposition House on the other
side (laughter) an anuual belittlement
of this Chamber, which was unmanner-
ly, unjust and unjustifiable.  Hon.
members had a perfect right in a con-
stitutional manner to ask for a consti-
tutional change, but he objected to a
lot of gentlemen in the Opposition
Chamber getting up and stating what
could not be verified by fact. He was
assured that gentlemen had that very
day got up in the House of Commons
and made statements as to the insecu-
rity of their seats in that Honse if they
resocted to the popular will. What was
the position of the body oppn ite? Was
it not a fact that out ot 86 members for
Ontario, no lexs than 75 bad been peti-
tioned against for bribery und corrup-
tion. Many of its imnembers held their
seats by a majority of tfrom two to four,
and these were the gentlemen who
charged them with not being the re-
presentatives of the popular will, but
he for one stood in that Chamber in
the solemn and steadfast conviction
that the position he held there he could
have obtained at the hands of his people
any day orany night. e considered
it a solemn outrage that the Scnate
should be held up to the scorn and
ridicule of those financial geutlemen
who got over to the other Chamber,
and followed in the walke of the philo-
sophers, because under the constitution
the limit to their increase was simply
six, and nobody, bLostile or friendly,
could so reconstitute them as to mould
them to the popuiar will. A seat in
that Chambeir was not worth being
purchased at the price oi' being ridicu-
lous to those in the opposite branch.
He would not enter into their position,
however, that evening, as itinvolved a
great deal of argument, analysis and
investigation. He was not prepared
to give his adhesion to their present
maede of coustitution as Leing the most
proper and the best calenluied to ad-
vance the best interests ot the Dominion
but he was preparved to question the
right of the gentlemen in the other
House to hold them up annualiy to tho
scorn of 4,000,000 of people.  While the
constitution remeined intact, they pro-
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posed 1o fling back to them with scorn
such imputations. (Hear, hear.) He had
a right in a constitutional manner to
argue this ‘question. He was willing
that his political existence should be
canvassed, but at the same time he
must deprecate the unmanly attack
that had been made upon his political
life by a person who proposed, sword
. in hand, to march from the Opporition
House, and, to use a Dutferinism, stab
him under the belt. It was very easy
to meet destructive geniuses, but very
difficult to meet constructive ones, and
he thought that the genius who was
proposing to destroy the Senate should
at any rate propose something in its
stead. It was said that the Senate was
of no great utility, becausc it rejected
no bills, or at any rate very few, as if
their utility was to be measured by the
number of bills they rejected.  lle de-
sired to say, however, that he thought
that body to be cminently utilitarian.
The hon. gentleman cited the Tuecker-
smith bill, which they had thrown out
the previous session, as one instance
of their wutility, and was procceding
to administer a heavy censure on the
“gpirits” in the other Chamber, when
he was called to order by Hon. Mr.
Montgomery, who enquired of the
Speaker what was the guestion before
the House.

Tee SPEAKER—The question be-

fore the Senate is the motion by Mr.

Howlan, seconded by Mr. Montgomery. -
| to the effect that advertisements were
NORTHUPR did not.

(Langhter.)

Hon. Mz.
think they were there to speak about
any report wifich might have been
received from outside as to what was
going on in the other branch of the
Legislature. The hon. gentleman was
not speaking to the question.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND had been
taken a little by surprise, for by the
constitutional law he had been study-
ing, & member could only speak to the
motion before the chamber; but, like
some parsons, the scrmon did not ap-
pear to apply to the text. At aproper
time, and witlh a proper resolution,
they would be enabled to {akc up that
question which hon mewmbers had in-
sinnated as now being discussed in
another branch of the Legislature, re-
lative to the Senate remaining any
longer as a branch of the Legislature
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of this Dominion, but it was nnt rais-
ing their dignity to bring it up like
this. With regard to the question be-
tore the House, he had much pleasure
in supporting it. He did not do this
in any factious spirit, or for the pur-
pose of embarrassing the Government,
ut he thought the people of Prince
“dward Island should be acquainted
with the condition of that contract, as
various remarks had been circulated
relative to it. One thing was evident,
that the people of that lsland were
neither satisfied nor content with the
manner in which the Confederation
article had been carried out for obtain-
ing suitable winter communication, and
for carrying the mail. The present
boat was about equal to an old wash-
ing tub with a couple of side wheels,
for all the advantage they had received
from it. In the calmest weather, be-
fore the storms of winter, she could
only rumn between Pictou and George-
town on a calm day, and rolled to that
frightful extent the passengers had to
be put on starvation allowance the
whole way. She was a complete fraud
as a boat, and yet it was rumoured
that she had obtained from $10,000 to
$17,000 for winter service, when she
wasn't worth half the amount herself.
As regarded the mode in which the
advertisement was issued in the first
instance for the contract, and the way
in which it had been accepted by the
Government, he had been instructed

issued for a boat of particular dimen-
sions and size, to be built of iron, and
furnished with a screw, and that the
vessel was to be ready for the winter
route in a few months, and that in con-
sequence of the shortness of -the time

{and the difficulty of entering into a

contract for such an important service,
a certain company of shipowners in
Princelidward Island entered into a cor
respondence with some celebrated ship-
owners of the Clyde, but they received
an answer that it would be impossible
to get a proper boat here in the time
specified. They consequently did not
send in a tender, nor did they state
that they would be prepared to put an
interim boat there till a proper one .
could be constructed. The present con-
tract was a hocus-pocus one, and had
been entered into without fair compe-
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tition, and not only had the contractor
—who, he believed, was not cven a
native of the island—not only had he
‘received the contract for one year, but
for a large number of years. It was
also rumoured, for he only said what
he had himself been told, that there
was not that fair competition for this
boat to which the ship builders of the
island had a right. This was why he
supported the motion for the adver-
tisement of the tenders, in order to see
whether the Government were right,
and the ship-owners of Prince Edward
Island wrong. He would not prejudge
the case. As to the question which
had arisen incidentally, and on which
the member for British Columbia had
spoken so earnestly and with so much
power and vim, whether it was a prop-
er time to take up that question, or
whethes it had been treated in the way
it should be, consistently with their
dignity as Senators, and whather, at
the sume time, the dehate had Lcen
conducted in a constitutional and in a
philosophical manner, the public
would judge when the speeches should
appear in print. He, however, would
not find fault with the hon. gentlemen
in the other House for bringing for-
ward their opinions in reforence to
this subject. They were not like a
Geni’s constitution, never to be altered.
God forbid that if this body were use-
less, it should be a dead weight on the
constitution, but for his own part, he
was convinced that it was a valuablo
branch of the legislature.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT sympathized
with the hon. gentleman who had
moved the address, av well as with
those who had spoken on its behalf,
as, judging from his own experience,
he feared they hwl little to expect
from the present Government. The
-cool manner in which he had been
answered- the other day by the Secre-
tary of State, showed the House that
there was no desiré to do them justice,
and that the @overnment were not will-
ing to keep that faith with the island
which he had the honour to represent,
to which they had pledged themselves
on entering confederation. But their
doom was not fur distant; it was com-
ing, and he would tell them that jus-
tice would be done. Examples were
not wanting, and those examples came
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home to them. The hon. Setretary of
State might smile, but they must ju:lz e
of the fitture by the past, and he would
say again that the contempruous, the
cool-mannes in which he roferred to
the question which he (Mr. Bourinot)
had put to Liom would never be fui-
gotten.

IoN. MR..SKEAD said the question
might appear of little importance, bat
this was not the case. Although he
sympathized with the hon. mom-
ber who had made the motion, yet ho
could notagrec with him in coming to
the conclusion at onco that the blamo
must rest with the Government. It
might poswsibly appear, when the con-
tract which had been entered into was
laid before the House, that thie Govern-
ment had acted with due discretio-,
and no fault coald fhirly beimputed to
them.  He had had an opportunity of
cruising this winter on the steamer,
and he admitted that she wes unfit for
the service, bus he believed it was the
intention ot the Government to give
them next winter a3 good and power-
ful » steamer as could be had for
money. JIf that was o they had no
€. use to complain so far as tlat branch
of the service was conceraed. lie
thought that their winter traffic should
be carried on by means of some more
complete arrangement thar. was the
case now, and he hoped tho Govern-
ment would take the matter into con-
sideration.

Hox. Mr. WARK raid it was to bo
regretted that such grea: anxiety
should have been manifested in osder
to indnee the smaller Provinces to en-
ter the Dominion. Time should have
been taken to ascertnin whether somo
of the undertakings to which the Gov-
ernment had pledged itselt were pos-
sible. In order to induce British
Coluinbia to euter the Dominion, tho
Government actually undortook to
build a railway from Lake Nipissing to
the Pacificin ten years. That was an
impossibility. (Mr. Carrall : No, no.)
He would repeat, it was an impossi-
bility to have completed it in the time
specified, and most people were of the
sare opin'on. Thesame remark would
apply to the subject Leiore the llouso.

oN. Ma. CARRALL—May I correct
him ?

Hon, Mr. WARK was in no need of
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correction from the hon. gentien:an, as
he was as well acquainted with the sub-
ject as the hon. member oppoesite. 1le
knew the difference between a possi-
bility and an impossibility, and to run
a steamer betwesn Pictou ani the
mainland with any degree of regularity
was an impossibility. There might be
amonth in the winter when the steamer
might run regulariy. 1fe had lived in
the straits for forty years, and from
what he knew he believed it would
never be possible to run a steamer
vegulaly between the points specificd.
No steamer could run through the Gut
of Canso in the month of May. It was
t frequent ocewvrence tor ships to be
completely blockedup in the ice. What

‘e complained of was, that the Govern-
ment should enter into such arrange-
ments without fiist ascertaining whe-
ther the undertaking was 1)0ssib!c.

Hox. Mr. HOWLAXN- The hoh. gen-
tleman is speaking of his experience
on the Straits, and he is right, but this
15 not on the Straits.

1lox. Mr. WARK—Is it not on the
Straits 2 Where is it then ?

How, Mr. HOWLAN said that ves-
sels railing out of Georgetown aarbor
had been trozen oat for weeks, Lut this
was not the same. The present under-
taking was quite possible; it was not
even a question of doubt, as it had been
proved.

Hox. Mr. SCOTT had no objection
to the address passing, as when the
papers camo down it would be found
that the Governmant ought not to have
been censured, as they had taken the
ordinary course. Tenders were called
for after the advertisement, and about
812,000 had been paid to the contractor,
The time had bLeen too short, and a
proper boat could not be obtained for
the present winter. Government had
only had a short time to consider the
question. The present boat was merely
an experimeni. He scarcely thought
it becoming und proper that gentlemen
should make inuendoes against the
Government, who only had one motive,
which was to get the best possible ser-
vice that couid be obtained. They took
the only possible measure, and called
for tenders. They gave quite cnough
subsidy. The severity of the winter
haa been quite unprecedented; and it
had been impossible to anticipate the
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icebergs and storms in that country.
He had been rather pained at the re-
marks made by the hon. gentlemun
opposite (Mr. Boumr‘xot), in alluding to
an answer t0 & quéestion made the other
day. He was not aware that the Go-
vernment, of which the hon. gentleman
was so fond an admirer, had promised
a subsidy, and when he (Mr. Scott)
gtated that the Government would give,
at all events, $1,000, the hon. gentle-
man hal taken occasion to make some
very improper comments. The Go-
vernment of this Dominion could not
subsidize every vessel; it was utterly
impossible.  If the hon. gentleman
would just look into the matter he
would find that & very much more
liberal sum had been contributed to
that part of Canada—(Mr. Bourinot: I
deny it,)——than. we had received from
it; he would find, perhaps, that they
got a much larger share than perhaps
they were entitled to. (Mr. Baurinot:
I again deny it.) He thought that
such comments came with very bad
grace from gentlemen who were an-
swerod as he (Mr. Scott) had answered
the hon. gentleman, that the Govern-
ment were prepared to grant a subsidy.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT &gaid it ill-be-
come the Honorable Secretary of State
to pass such remarks on him, consider-
ing that he only spoke on behalf of the
interests of Cape Breton. What he
(Mr. Bourinot) said on a former occa-
sion he repeated now. He had said
openly, within hearing of all, that jus-
tice had not been done to Cape Breton,
and that it had received only a small
share of the consideration to which the
Government had pledged itself before
Confederation. He said at once that
the Secretary of State did not reply to
him in that courteous manner which
he thought gentlemon ought to. The
hon. gentleman’s language had been
cool, almost contemptuous, and he
would repeat it again; and it he in-
tended to assert to the House that
evon common justice had been dono to
Cape Breton, he (Mr. Bourinot) denied
it, and he would appeal to the proofs
that were on record,

Hon. Mr. MONTGOMERY had no
intention of censuring the Govern-
ment, as he believed they had been
grossly imposed upon by the contrac
tor. He believed ii to be quite possible

N
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for powerful steamers to pass through
the Gut of Canso, as the steamer from
Liverpool had worked its wiy through
theice. Thishad certainly been a very
gevere winter, but the boat was not fit
for any winter at all. The Govern-
ment, however, had given a large sub-
sidy, and had done all in their power
to procure an efficient service, and
were hardly deserving of the censure
that had been so liberatly passed upon
them. _

Hon. Mr. MILLER said that with
regard to observations from the Hon-
orable Secretary of State, he, for one,
would not sit there and hear from any
quarter that they got their portion of
the public expenditure. If that ques-
tion were raised regularly, he would
be prepared to discuss it with the Hon-
oraﬁle ecretary of State, and he should
not be doing his daty to his Province
if he allowed any such remark to pass
as that they wore getting anything
like their share of that expenditure.
It might perhaps be said with regard
to his Province, that thoy were get-
ting more than they contributed. That
was quite possible, but what portion of
the Dominion was not getting more
than they contributed, considering that
they were ranning into a debt of several
millions of dollars ? But in proportion
to the rest of the Dominion, to say that
they were getting more than thoy con-
tributed, was an assertion that was not
justified by facts.

The motion was then carried.

DESTITUTE EMIGRANTS.

Hon. Mr. PENNY moved for any
papers showing the number and con-
dition of cmigrants now in the city of
Montreal without employment. It was
quite possible, said the hon. gentleman,
that the Government did not possess
these papers; ho only moved on specu-
lation, but he wished to bring under
the notice ol the Government a matter
of very great importance. He believed
a large uamber of emigrants, chiefly
from I'rance and Italy, had been sent
out, not by the agents of the Govern-
ment at Ottawa, but by the Govern-
ment at Quebec. It was.very unfortu-
nate that people should be brought out
here and be in difficulty and great hard-
ship and suffering. The particular
occasion of his bringing this motion
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before the notice of tho House was a
letter which he had just received, in
which the writer described a visit he
had puid to the Quebec Gate Barracks,
every hole and corner of which was
filled with men, women, and children,
all of whom were waiting for cmploy-
ment. They were px‘oviﬁed with fuel
by the Government, but food was given
to none. The writer said that the after-
noon he visited the place the cold was
13 below ze.o. Mo further remarked
on the impropriety of tempting people
of this class to come out herc. They
were raostly artisans from Paris,pastry-
cooks, &c., and not such as were likoly
to obtain empluyment here. There
were & considerable number of them.
He (Mr. Penny) did not blame this
Goverament, fcr they were not respon-
sible “or what had happened, but he
hoped steps would be taken to relieve
these vmigrants from their distress.

Hon. MRr. SCOTT said it was very
deplorable that people should be there
in thay condition. Ie would see that
the member for Montreal was in pos-
session of the information he desirel
as soon a8 possible.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE BILLS.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE ¢nquired
whether the Government intended to
adopt the suggestion already made to
them in this House, and appoint a
Standin;i Committee to examine every
privato bill before the second reading,
and report whether or not it was one
of thoroe that should go before Parlia-
ment instead of before a Local Logis-
lature ?

Hox. Mr. SCOTT replied that tho
Government had not intended to take
any such action. It washardly proper
for the Government to decide what
was, and what was beyond, their juris-
diction. 1t was not proper to control
the Committees of this House, nor did
they intend to do. They should en-
deavor to obtain a more uniform prac-
tice, but it was the place of hon. mem-
bers themselves to relieve them from
the embarrassment.

FIRST READINGS.

Act to amend the Dominion Mil}tia
and Defence Acts (Cameron). Carried;
an Aci to amend the Acts for the be't,-
ter proservation of tho the Peace in
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vicinity of Public Works (Cameron).
Carried.

NIAGARA AND IMPERIAL BANKS AMAL-
GAMATION ACT.

Hox. M. BENSON then moved the
second reading of an Act to provide for
the amalgaimation of the Niagavra Dis-
trict Bank with the Imperial Bank of
Canada.

Hox. Ma. SCOTT-—What is the pro-
porticn o sharcholders giving their
assent on cach side?

Hon. Mz, BENSON—A majority.

Hon. Mz. SCOTT—Is it not usual to
require a 'wo-third vote ?

Ifox. Mz, BENSON—Itis precisely
the samle s the Lower Canada Bank
and the Canadian Bank of Commerce.

Hoxn. Ma. SCOTT—Itstruck me that
amajority was rather too small.  How-
ever, it will be 1Hrr the Committee to
decide. Carried, and referred to Com-
mittee on Bunking, Commerce and
Railways.

FIFTH REPURT OF PRINTING COMMITTERE.

In moving the adoption of the tiith
report of the Joint Committee en Print-
ing,

ON. M&. SIMPSON caid it had been
suggested that the number of copies of
the Vote- and Procecdings should be
increased. Last year the number dis-
tributed to the Iouse of Commons had
been redueed.

Hox~. Mr. MILLER asked what the
regulations were with respeet to the
distributicn of public documents to tho
Local Legislatures. e thought these
documents should only be distributed
where this attention on their part was
reciproeated.  He believed the Legis-
latuare of Nova Scotia did not scnd
them their Statules, and he would sug-
gost that they should be notified that
unless they did they would not get any
more public documents from us.

Hon. Me. SIMPSON replied that the
different Legislatures had been noti-
tied to that eflect, and that the Pro-
vince ot Ontario werc in the habit of
gending in their Statutes, &c. As for
the other Legislaturcs, he believed they
did not send any, but he advised that
the Dominion Parliament should set
them an exampleof gencrosity. They
sent a copy of every document to every
member ot the diiferent Local Legisla-
tures, and he thought they should reci-
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procate it. He would be very glad if bis
hon. friend would advise him how to
bring about a better state of things.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—O, it's not
worth while. B

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—Reciprocity !
(Laughter.)

The report was then adopted, and on
motion of the HoN. Mr. SCOTT, the
House adjourned at twenty minutes
past ten o’clock, p.m.

Tuesday, March 2, 1875.

The House met at three o’clock, the
Speaker af:tervg'ards leaving the chair
*and resuming it at five o’clock, p.u.

THE PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND RAILWAY.

Hox. Mr. HOWLAN, on rising to
propose the motion in his name said,
that the railway was one of the terms
of the union of that island with Can-
ada—it was {o become onc of the pub-
lic works of Canada. Ttwus then under
contract, and was to be completed at
the expensc of Canada; it was also to
be worked by the Dominion Govern-
ment for the benefit of the island to
facilitate the progress of the country.
This railway could have rendered great
service at any time, but more particu-
larly during the past season, when the
island had one of the largest crops ever
gathered in. The exports of oats from
the island were very large, and neces-
sarily would have given muach work to
the railway. Previous to handing it
over to the Government, the contractor
ran the road under some arrangement
with the Government of the island, and
the people of the island had the use of
it which was very useful to them; the
shipment of oats amounted to
$1,600,000. The crogs being much
larger than usual, and the season a
short one, shippers found it neces-
sary to employ the railway to the
fullest extent, and consequently sent
their ships to the deep water har-
bors so that the largest amount of oats,
&c., might be carried thereto. All
went well until the railway wa< handed
over to the Dominion Gove:nment,
when it was allowed to freezv np, and
be torn up, s0 that whilst othor parts
of tho Dominion have enjoyed their
railways, no railway communication.ds
open on that island, which bas a new
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road 200 miles long, provided with new
railway stock and all necessary ma-
terials for running. As a consequence
there was a loss to those interested in
the shipment of large quantities of
agricultural producc. Again, it was
well understood that a railway, like
any other property, allowed to remain
unused for a number of months, must
necessarily incur injury from accidents,
neglect, &c., partially by rains and
snow; large losses must therefore have
accrued ; they were told by the Secre-
tary of State last night, in reference to
a grant for Cape Breton, that we re-
ceived more than we have paid into the
minion. He (Mr. Howlan) was at
loss to understand thatsort of doctrine,
and was surprised that a Cabinet Min-
ister would allow such a statement to
Proceed from his lips. He (Mr. How-
an) presumed that the terms of the
B.N. A. Act must be carried out.
Necessarily the islanders paid a. por-
tion of the exponse of the running of
the roads in the other Provinces. He
thought that the Government should
have some good reason for refusing the
same facilities to the island. It might
be the Government had papers show-
ing good reason for closing the road.
Be that as it may, he wished to ascer-
tain where the wrong lay—whether it
was inherent in the railway itself, or
in the mismanagement of gentlemen
sent there to manage it. At all events
the railway was a sealed book for six
months of the year, producing a serious
loss to trade. He desired any telegrams
and reports with regard to this sub-
ject, to know the legal state of the
affair, the causes producing this crisis.
He should like to know whether the
staff was organized. So far as he was
awaro, there were no station-masters,
nor any persons of that kind, and time
tables and other announcements of the
working of the railway were given to
the people, and merchants and ship-
masters had produce carried to the
different stations, and yet the road was
allowed to be snowed up holplessly,
and vessels to bé frozen in, to the great
loss of the trade. He would have more
to say on this question when the papers
were tabled, and for the present there-
fore moved,—That an humble Address
be presented to His Excellency the
Govelrélor Genoral, praying that His
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Excellency will be pleased to cause to
be laid before this House all correspon-
dence, telegrams and reports relating
to the Prince Edward Island Railway.
Hon. Mr. SCOTT said the Govern-
ment had no objection to the papers
coming down. e regretted, however,
the hon. gentleman should have
abused the opportunity of his motion
for another fling at the Government.
He knew very well the greater part of
his remarks were disingenuous. The
contract for this railway was given by
the Local Government, of which the
hon. gentleman was a member, and the
road was to be completed for runni‘nf
in September last. Owing to difficul-
ties, such as all railway contractors
were exposed to, the present were not
in a position to hand over the railway
at the time fixed. The Minister of Pub-
lic Works, whom all admitted to be &
most energetic officer, made every pos-
sible effort to have the road in running
order last fall. TFor that purpose Mr,
Swinyard, an experienced Canadian
railway manager, wassent to the island,
he did his utmost to push on the ebm-
pletion of the work. He declined, how-
ever, and very properly, on the part
of the Dominion Government, to take
it out of the contractor’s hands till it
was built. It was some time in Sep-
tember before it was in a condition to
be transferred to the Government, after
which they made every effort to have
it worked properly. But, unfortunately,
a snow-storin came on, and we were in-
formed that it was impossible to move
the trains. Orders were sent down to
put all laborers procurable on the line,
to have it cleared at once. With this
object some hundreds of men were set
to work, but before they had quite suc-
ceeded, in a few days another snow-.
storm set in, aggravating the difficulty.
Now, in such a case, Government don’t
feel able to compete with the elements.
Thus, every possible effort was made
by the Government, honestly and hon-
orably, to meet the wishes of the [+
landers, and every effort within the cu--
pacity of skill and energy to complete
the road and work it. The road ivus
made in a very peculiar course, being
longer than necessary, running & mile
to get rid of a hill with only a few
yards to cut through. This was the

Island Railway

oase throughout the whole line. Every-
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body knew these long circuitous rontes
were easily blocked up with snow. Si-
milarly one of the mostimportant roads
in New York—from Rome to Cape Vin-
cent—had been snowed up this winter
for two or three weeks. The papers;to
be brought down would convince the
House that the Government were not
to blame in the slightest degree.

Hon. MR. HOWLAN rose to make
some remarksin reply, but amidst cries
of ¢« Carried,” resumed his seat.
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AMENDMENT RILL.

How. Mr. SCOTT explained that this
bill proposed the addition of a proviso
to the Criminal Procedure Act 32 and
33 Vict.,, in relation to the time of
minors under sixteen years of age serv-
ing in the reformatory. It provideu
that they should not be sen. for a less
term than two years or a longer term
than five years, and if their sentence
reached a longer term than five years
they should be sent to the penitentiary.
The addition of this proviso to the
claase relating to the term of impri-
sonment was the only change proposed.
. Hon. Mr. DICKEY remarked that
his hon. friend had not given any rea-
son for the proposed change. As he
(Mr. Dickey) understood it, this was
an amendment to the law of 1869, which
limited the time of committal to a re-
formatory to two years instead of six
months. Under the old Act any juve-
nile offender could be sent to the refor-
matory for six months, but this bill ex-
tended the period to two years, so that
no offender who was committed for an
offence that required imprisonment for
less than two years could be sent to the
juvenile reformatory. He would like
his hon. friend to state his reasons for
proposing a change in the law, so that
a juvenile oftender who was committed
for vighteen months’ imprisonment, for
instance, could not be sent Lo a retor-
matory, as under the existing Act.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said the reason for
the proposed change was that, in order
to accomplish the object of sending ju-

venile offenders to the reformatory, it !

was necessary o make arrangements
for u longer term. It had been found
that it was of very little use to send of-
tonders to the reformatory, where the
punishment was much lighter than in
the peniteutiary, for a less term than
Wo years, Punishment in the refor-
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matories was 8o light that very little
good could be accomplished in a less
time than two years, for six months jn
aureformatory was no punishment at
all.
Hon. Mr. DICKEY thought the
substitution of the reformatory for the
jail or the penitentiary was not so
much the punishment of young offend-
ers as their reformation. Therefore. it
would seem that unless there was some
good reason for starting it at two
years, the primary object of committal
to the retormatory would not be
attained unless they were committed
for two years; in other words, a party
who had committed a lesser offence
would have just as good a right to be
sent to the reformatory for the pur-
pose of reformation and amendment as
u porson who had been guilty of a
‘more heinous offence.

The bill was then read a second
time.

FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS SPEEDY
TRIAL BILL.

Hox~. Mr. SCOTT said this bill was
meant o apply only to Ontario, and
rovided that in certain cases offenders
might, if they so choose, he tried
before a police magistrate or a stipon-
diary magistrate instead of at the
General Sessions where, under ordinary
circumstances, the prisoner would have
been tried. Onc effect of the bill
would be to reduce the time which the
grisoner‘ would have to lic in jail bofore
eing tried.
Hon. MR. MILLER asked at whose
instance this bill was introduced.
Hon. Mr. SCOTT—A¢ the instance
of the Attorney-General for Qutario.
Hon. Me. MILLER—It should be
applied to all the Provingces,
lI{ON_. 1\'[1: DICé(l‘:)Y obscrved that
the principle of the bill had long be
adopted in England. ong boon
The bill was then read a second

| time.

TDE ONTARIO CENTRAL PRISON.

Ho~. Mi. SCOTT said this bill was
also promoted at the instance of the
Attorney General for Ontario. In
case of a prisoner who had been con-
victed and sentenced to the Central
Prison, it authorized the Shoriff to
dotain him in tho common jail until
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the Central Prison was ready to take
charge of him. \
Ho~n. Mr. MILLER—It merely ve- .
lates to the discipline of that jail ?
Hon. Mr. SCOTT—That is all.

The bill was read a second time.

INTERPRETATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL. !

On motion of Hox. Mr. SCOTT, the
Ilouse went into Committee of the
Whole on the Interpretation Act
Amendment Bill. Hon. Mr. Hamilton
in the chair.

on. Mr. SCOTT explained that the
object of this bill was to give a larger
circulation to Acts of a general and
public nature, while those of a morely
local or private nature would have but
a very limited circulation. The object |
of the bill had been already geacrally
approved by the House on its second
reading, except that some reference
had been made to embarrassments that
had arison in putiing into operation a
previons Act somewhat analogous to
thiy, They would, no doubt, all admit
that it the embarrassments which
followed the adoption of the change
In 1849 weroe likowise to attach to the
Present logislation, it would be much
better not to attempt it, hut he was
glad to be able to say that no such
difficuities could be apprehendod.
Those Acts known as personal were
divided into three classes: General
Public Acts, Local Acts, and Private
Acts. Of the latter class, only one
huandred and fifty copies were furnished,
and they were only printed in one
language, a circumstance which natur-
ally caused much inconvenience. 1ion.
gontlemen would see that this bill not
only embraced Public Acts, but also
other Acts that wore, in their general
tiuce, of interest throughout the
Xholeicou_nbry, such, for instance, as

cts ’,'e‘a'fmg to public companies, and
organizations that were not, strictly
speaking, local in their character. But
those purely porsonal and purely local
could not be regurded as of general
interest,

.The hon. Chairman having vead the
bill, some verbal amendments were
made in 1t at the suggestion of
th(? Hon. Mr. Aikins, who said that in
reforence to the principle of the bill,
he thought it was a mistake. No doubt
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was in the public interest, but when it
came practieally to work itself out
that hon. gentieman would come to the
conclusion that it would have been
much better to let the matter remain
as it is. It would also cause unneces-

| sary expenee in printing and binding.

The bill was then roported as amend-
ed, and, on motion of the Hon. Mr.
Scott, it was read a third time.

! SECRETARY OF STATE'S AMENDMENT BILL.

The Senate again went into Commit-
tece of the Whole on the Secretary
of State’s Department Organization
Amendmeant Bill. [IHa. Mr. Montgom-
ery in the chair.

Hox. Mr. SCOTI explained that
this bill gave the Deputy-Registrar
authority to sign cectain documents
which could now only be signed by the
Head of the Department, and which
sometimes involved considerable delay.

The bill was amended so as to allow
existing veconls to he signed by the
Deputy-Registear, there being a large
accumulation of such. It was then
reported as amended) and read a third
time. .

On motion of Hon. Mr. HAMILTON,
the House then adjourned.

RECIPROCITY NEGOTIATIONS.

On motion for the resumption of the
debate being carried, '

Hon. Ma. CAMPBELL rose to ex- -
press how very desirable it would be
if the Ilouse were informed how the
Government stood in reference :to the
treaty. In the debatc immediately
after the Speech from the Throne, lan-
guage was used by the Preemier indi-
cating that the negotiatioas for a treaty
weare in such a state as would make it
extremely inconveniont if the House
were to press for any remarks in rofer-
ence to it, and he hopel they would
not do so. Language, though not pre-
cisely so distinct, was held in this -
House by the Hon. Ministor of Agri-
culture.  Alloi’a sndden his hon. friend
arrives on the scene —the difficulties
vanished and apponrel indeed to have
been only imaginary. The position of
the hon. gentleman who made the
explanations was rather a peculiar one.
He was immediately rcsponsible to the
Queen and Her Majesty’s Government
for what had happened at Washington,
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yet the explanations he had given to
the House, for which they were ex-
tremely indebted to him, were as from
8 private member of Pariiament. In-
volving such large interests as did this
treaty, it should be treated as it was
treated by the hon. gentleman yester-
day, with great gravity ; they ought
to understand the position of the Gov-
ernment in this matter, what instruc-
tions they had given, and what were
their plans,

Hon. Mr. LETELLITER said that the
reason why he had called upon them
to speak to the question was that at the
commencement of Parliament no deci-
sion had been come to by the Senate
in reference to the proposal which had
been made by the commission, and it
was only after that decision that the
hon. member had moved for the papers.
He moved as a member of that House,
and he had every right to Lring before
the House and the country his views
on the question. Ifthey had not been
precluded by the fact that at that time
the proposal was being submitted to
the Senate of the United States, this
question would have been discussed
before. The situation was now changed.
Then the negotiations were open, now
they were not. He had just received
the decision of the Senate, who declined
to form the treaty with Canada. The
hon. gentleman was now, therefore,
at perfect liberty to express his views
on the guestion.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not think
that these reasons were sufficient. For
his own part he did not know that any
decision had been arrived at either be-
fore or since the opening of Parlia-
ment. The question, he believed, had
been before a Committee, but what was
done by that Committee was a matter
of profound secrecy. ¢ did not un-
derstand how he (Mr. Letellier) had
been able to learn the decision of that
Committee, nor why he should have
given this as the reason for their de-
parture from the original view held by
the Government. Ie thought that the
House was entitled to have some ac-
count of the origin of the embassy, and
of the instructions which had been
given. They were entitled to know
rom some one responsible to the coun-
try what had been done—they ought
not to be put off by an explanation
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given by a private member of that
House. 'This was an important State
matter, and it was not right that a dis-
cussion of this kind should go on with-
out any authorita'tive information as to
the position the Government had taken
in the matter. Was the Government
the instrument of his hon. friend, or
what was their position? They were
certainly entitled to know the instruc-
tions given, 80 that they might under-
stand how the treaty originated, and
what really was the position of the
Government relative to this matter.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said that an
hon. member of this side of the House
had moved for these papers, and the
Government did not intend to prevent
the papers from being laid before this
House. They readily agreed to put
them in possession of the papers, and
this would show that they were in
possession of information; but they
were not now compelled to give any
verbal information to that House. If
the Government had refused these
papers then the hon. member for King-
ston might complain with justice; but
when the address was ai]lowed, the
Government could not be said to shirk
from giving all the information in their

ower. He thought it would bo better
for the hon. gentleman to criticise the
action of the Government when he had
the papers in his possession. If the
hon. gentloman thought fit to make
such a motion he could not prevent
him. If his hon. friend was not ready
to answer the proposition made by the
hon. member from Toronto, it was his
own fault and not that of the Minister
of Agriculture. If then, he (Mr. Camp-
bell) was ready, they were; if he were
not, they were not.

Hon. Me. BUREAU did not under-
stand how they could adjourn the de-
bate and move the address.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the
inconvenience of going on was very
great; (hear, hear, from the Govern-
ment benches)—perhaps the hon. gen-
tlemen would allow him to finish—the
inconvenience of going on was very
great, because there was no statement
from the Government as to what had
been done. The hon. gentleman who
had made this explanation, and who
was Plenipotentiary to Her Majesty,
had no doubt done the duty entrusted
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him by the Government.
were placed in a peculiar position.
What Ead the Government done ? The
hon. gentleman had doubtless made his
report. Let the House be informed ax
to the particulars, or let them adjourn
the debate.

Ho~n. Mr. BUREAU thought his
hon. friend was in favor of an nunusual
course. The best plan would be, he
thought, to follow the ordinary prac-
tice of Parliament and go on with the
debate now. Let the address pass,
The papers waald come down, and then
the hon. gentleman could bring up his
debate in any way he chose. During
the whole course of his Parliamentary
experience he never knew of an address
to the Crown, on which such large in-
terest depended, being refused, and he
apprehended his hon. friend would not
Insist on such a course as that.

Hox. Mr. CAMPBELL did not wish
to oppose the address, but was anxious
to see the papers.  What he wanted to
understand was, the position occupic:d
by the Government and by the hon.
gentleman. Something of that position
might have been understood from the
aceount which the hon. gentleman gave
of the origin of this effort to procure
reciprocity. So far one couli judge
from the narrative of the hor. genglo-
man, this did not so much res 1t from
the Government as from his (M.
Brown’s sudden inspiration in the
course of his conversation with Mr.
Rothery.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—The hon. gen-
tleman is mistaken ; Iknow nothing at
all of the course taken previous to that
time.

How. Mn. -CAMPBELL —It only
showed how right he was in asking in-
formation as to the course pursued by
the Government; these oxplanations,
if they were before them, would enable
them to understand the position better
than they now did. It the Govern-
ment had taken the course which they
ought: to have taken, they would have
explained to the House the instruc-
tions which the hon. gentleman had
received. The account which had been
glven was that the hon. gentleman
opposite and Mr. Rothery met. at

oronto, and Mr. Rothery informing
him what he was about” to do, Mr.
Brown remiarked that the giving up

But they |
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of the fisheries for a money considera-
tion would be distasteful to the people
of Canada, and suggested insteaJ, thar,
he should endeavour to obtain some
reciprocal arrangemeat. Mr. Rothery
went to Washington und adopted that
idea. M.. Brown himself was then
asked to go down to Washington and
ascertain what the prospects of nego-
tiation were. Leaving that part of
the subject, and the question of the
origin of this negotiation, which he
supposed was adopted by the Govern-
ment on the suggestion of the hon.
gentleman, the conrse which had been
pursued throughout, both in this Houso
and Washington, showed that the hon.
gentleman was really the person who
controlled the negotiations, and who,
to some extent, he would not say in-
structed, but suggested, what should
be done by the Government. (Hear,
hear.)

Hoxn. Mr. SCOTT thought that i«
had been stated that authoritative in-
formation had been received that the
Senate had decided that it was not ex-
pelicut to adopt the treaty.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER—I stated
that the Committee of the Senate hac
reported to that effect. and that I un-
derstood the Senate had ondorsed that
report. He had learned this within
forty-eight hours.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—AIl these differ-
ent statements may be harmonized,
inasmuch as they occurred at different
times. We have just been informed
by official despatch, that the Committee
has reported that it was not expedient
to adopt the treaty.

Honx. Mr. CAMPBELL —T1t was
diffiult to proceed with so many inter
ruptions. He was sure, apart from the
origin of the negotiation, apart from
the control which he had exercised,
and which he still eontinued to exer-
cisze over the managemont of this treaty,
it was impossible, he thought, to listen
to the narrative of the hon. gentleman
without considerable interest. He was
anxious to say that he gave the hon.
gentleman crodit for the greatest
anxiety to accomplish the object
for which ho was sent to Washington.
He had no doubt that thoe offorts he
made werc persevering and such as
he thought were likely to accomplish
tho object in view. Everyone who
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knew the career of the hon. genticman | was interested in reciprocity. A sug-

would give him credit for a very sin-
cere love of country, aud he was quite
persuaded that anything he could do,
in the light in which he had viewed
this matter, would be done by him to
bring about a result which he believed
would be of essential service to the
country. But the course pursued by
the hon. gentlcman, although charac-
terized by great oarnestness and per-
severance, was lacking, he thought, in
judgment. He hoped hix hon. friend
would allow him to use such an ex-
pression withoutoftence. 1 quite re-
cognized also the spirit in which the
hon. gentleman had introduced tho
subject in this IHouse, which was, he
thought, one of anxiety to give, and
not to reflect upun any person or party
in this ecountry, but simply to be able
to place before the country a narrative
of all that had occurred, in order that
they might see how matters stood;
and that if any negotiatious were enter-
cd into in the future, thoy might be
taken up at the stage where they
wore loft off. But he must express
his doubts a3 to the judgment exer-
cised by the hon. gentleman in
carrying on the negotiations in the
manner in which they had been
carried on. The hon. gentleman
had observed in the course of his
speech’ that the way to obtain the
treaty was not to approach the United
States eap in hand, but if they were to
Jjudge from his printed arguments, from
the memorandums signed b, Sir
Edward Thornton and himself, from
the proceedings at Washington, and
from the calm sort of inditference and
reticence with which the negotiation
was met by the United States Govern-
ment, they could not but como to the
conclasion that the hon. gentloman had
done just that very thing which he
thought it was not necessary to do;
that although he thought it so unbe-
coming to approach the American
Govérnment cap in hand, yet they
would see that he did approach them
in that manner. This was manifested
by the argument used in the paper, by
the fact, in the first place. of a paper
being presented at all, and in the next
by his visit to Washington. To have
beon successful they should have started
on tho true basis that cach country

gostion to that effect might have been
made to the American Government,
and if satisfactorily answered, then
some one might have been sent down
to Washington. But when they found
the hon gentlema:n going down so
promptly, and urging upon the Wash-
ington authomtlps the granting of this
treaty—urging it and presenting rea-
sons which,to his mind, vather indicated
that his country did not want the
treaty—and then, instead of being met
by some advance on thq part of the
United States, tinding a disposition not
to make any step in the direction de-
sired, he certainly thought that they
had gone the wrong way to work, and
that was not the spirit in which the
people of the country would like the
Americans to be approached. It wounld
have been better to have approached
the Americans on more equal terms
than wo had actually carried out and
racticed. He admitted that the way
in which he (Mr. Brown) had proposed
to carry ou the negotiation w:s the
right way; but he contended at the
same time that it was not the plan
which he adopted. He thought that
the general feeling of the country was
that Canada had as much to give as
Amgrica. And be thought when his
hon. friend approached the Govern-
ment at Washington as he did, and
urged upon them in his vigorous and .
earnest manner, and with all the argu-
ments in this book, that he showed his
anxiety too much, that he fell into the
ervor mentioned in the speech which
he (Mr. Brown) had quoted made by
the ri:ht hon. gentleman (the leader
of the Opposition) as a not impossible
event. He thought that what the Hon.
Mr. Brown had said to the House, and
what was said in this pamphlet, both
combined to show that the hon. gentle-
man pursucd at Washington a course
which was too eager, and which did
not truly and clearly reflect the dis-
position of the people of Canada, which
was to alﬂproach the Government of
the United States as on a matter of
fair business, and on equal terms, and
not in any way to heg a favor at their
hand. When the hon. gentleman went
beyond that, he went beyond what was
the feeling of the people of this Do-
minion, The arguments, too, that had
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been used by the hon. gentleman in
order to induce their neighbors to look
favorably on the treaty, were not, in
his opinion, likely to succeed. Inthem
ke endeavored to show that the Ameri-
cans would have by far the best of a
new treaty, but he hardly thought
that was the way to influence them in
favor of the negotiation, for the
Americans wounld certainly think that
the advantages of the treaty to Canada
must have beon very great it they took
so much trouble for its renewal. Since
the abrogation of the Treaty of 1854,
the trade returns, which a little before
that time had fallen off, had increased
to a large extent with other countries,
and in the courso of 4 few years Canada
stood in a better position than ever.
A large portion of the joint memoran-
dum of Sri)r Edward Thornton and the
hon. gentleman was devoted apparently
to showing that Canada did not want
the treaty at all, and how the hon.
gentleman expected the Americans to
swallow that line of argument and act
upon it he was somewhat at a loss to
conceive; but it hardly scemed to
him to be an argument which
should be addressed to a Govern-
ment so intelligent and so keen as
that of the Americans. Objections
were taken to this treaty by many
persons and many parties in Canada,
notably by the Dominion Board of
Trade, objections which the hon. gen-
tleman had answered more or less.
Those objections, however, seemed
more grave to him (the Speaker) than
* they had appeared to the hon. mover
of the Address. He thought, probably,
that the answer which he gave to the
first objection, as to the reduction of
scale duties was, if his facts were cor-
rect, fairly sufficient, and rendered
that objection of less importance. The
average duty, he has said, on goods
going from Canada to the United
States was, he heheved, 25 per cent.,
while the duty puid by products of the
United States comine here was 173
per cent. He dict not think, on the
whole, that the objection to the gradual
reduction of thesc rates was so serious
a one as had been supposed, but there
was another objection of a more grave
character, which did not seem to have
been sufficiently understood, nor Hid it
seem to have beon sufficiently im-
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pressed on the mind of the hon. gen-
tleman ; he referred to the construction
of the Caughnawaga Canal. In tho
first place, it was very unwise to have
been bound to have completed the
canal in as short a time as possible.
Grrave objoction had been tauken to the
fixing of the period of the Pacific
Railway. It was argued at the timo
that it was a very unwise proceeding,
but there, at all events,.we were deal-
ing with ourselves. 1t was one part
of the country dealing wi'h another,
the representatives of that ono Pro-
vince in our Legislature would have
been willing to have listened to any
reasonable excuses that might be
advanced; bhut in this case it was
different. Here we were binding our-
selves to do something in 1880, which
we might find ourselves unable to per-
form within the time specified. {)f it
were mnot done within the period
specified, he supposed the treaty would
have fallen to the ground. The fact
of the possibility of the treaty being
nullified by failure in the conditions
was enough to deter manufacturers in
Canada from speculating as they other-
wise would. He did not think that
this objection had been sufficiently
answered by his hon. friend. He said
it was necessary to fix some period,
and therefore he fixed this; but even
then it wouid have been wiser and
safer not to have made that a condition
of the treaty, to have named a longer
period or the earliest possible day.
The other objection was that it was
not coupled with a sti;mlation on the
part of the United States that they
would continue it to the Hudson river.
They promisod to recommend it to the
State of New York Legislature, which
was a very uncertain method of pro-
cedure. A recommendation .of a
similar nature had been made to the
same legislatare on the occasion of a
former treaty, which had never been
carried out, and he did not sce why in
the present instance the hon. gentle-
man could have expected better suc-
cess. As to the permission to %0
through the canal in that State, he
belicved they might have done that
before, but that was a matter of much
less importance than would be the
continuation of this canal from White-
hall Full to the waters of the Yudson,

Negotiations.
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1t was quite equal in importance to the
construction of that portion of it
which lay in Canada, and why
the hon. gentleman should have pro-
posed to bind Canada to construct one
portion of the canal in a certain period
and not bound the Americans to con-
struct theirs as well, he was at a loss
to understand. The only explanation
that he could see lay in assuming that
Le did display. over--agerness for the
cbtaining of the treaty. The sugges-
tion of the Board of Trade seemed to
Lim a good one, that the undertaking
from the State of New York to con-
struct their portion of the canal should
Lkave been made the condition of our
constructing our portion. No obliga-
tion to commence our work should
Lave been undertaken until this had
Leen responded to. In answer to this
objection, the hon. gentleman replied
that the canal itself was a most im-
{;ortant one, and irrespective of its
eing carried out as a part of the
treaty, was of itselt’ so valuable that
we might venture to undertake its con-
struction for ourselves. He appre-
hended, however, that this country
would-not undertake the construction
of this canal simply as a local work,
and certainly not on the scale men-
tioned, as a twelve feot canal. If the
country undertoo’ the construciion of
this canal at all, it would be with the
intention of having a continuous com-
munication with the Hudson River,
and not for any local purposes alone.
In answer to another question with
raference to the coasting trade, the
hon. gentleman had said very truly
tnat we could not expect a treaty to bo
altogether such as we wanted. It was
very easy to say we will have this and
we will have that, and we might very
casily make treat.es to suit ourselves,
but in reality we could only get what
both parties agreed to. He agreed with
the hon. gentleman’s observations, but
had he not displayed that eagerness
about the matter, had he held himself
a little more aloof, and taken, if not a
high and mighty, at any rate a proper,
fair, and independent attitude, willing
to make a treaty, but not willing to
go a-begging for it; and had he been
a little more reticent, the authorities
at Washington would probably have
shown a far stronger disposition to ad-
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vance. He hoped that some of the
other objecticns taken by the Board of
‘frade would be cleared up. Some of
them might easily be arranged with a
little more time and attention, and &
little less eagerness, such as discharg.
ing of cargoes on Lake Champlain, the
bonding system, and a few other simi-
lar points. Then the hon. gentleman
had said that the schedules had been
somowhat hastily prepared and not put
in clear phraseology. The eagerness
and anxiety of the hon. gentleman to
obtain the treaty was not in accordance
with the feeling of the people of Cana-
da, who were satisfied witk their own
business and prosperity, anxious to be
good neighbors, and desirous of in-
creasing their trade by any fair means
—willing_to make reciprocal terms
with the United States, and believing
that theycould give as many advantages
ag they could hope to obtain. The
hon. gentleman concluded by repeat-
ing that so far as they were able to
judge, though the hon. member for
Toronto held the language of inde-
pendence—which was the language of
the country—yet in his actual conduct
he had gone beyond that,and shown
an over eagerness and desire to obtain
this treaty which tended to defeat its
object, and which was not the reflex of
the feeling or wislies of the people of
the Dominion.

- Wednesday, March 3, 1875.
The House met at three o’clock.

LOUISBURG :
THE SHORTEST ROUTE TO EUROPE.

The Hon. M. BOURINOT, on ris-
ing to put the question, in his name, to
the Government, said it was one not
devoid of interest to. readers of Cana-
dian history, relating as it did to tho
old City of Louisburg. It was a ver
impormpt port a century and a half
ago, being very flourishing. Whilst
in the possession of the French, at that
time, its fortifications had been erected
at great cost, were, strange to say,
ordered to be blown up, after the su.-
render, by the Knglish Governmen".
that had come into possession, which
orders wero carried out by General
Byron, ancestor of the great poet, and
the good inhabitants of that portion of
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Cape Broton deserted it for a while, as
was well known. He thought that its
rosperity, though slow, could not be
?ar distant. Its trade would revive
air as in the old times on account
of its great importance as the nearest
port to Europe. He wished to refer to
the enquiries of a Select Committee of
the Commons, first called in 1873, which
concluded its valuable labors in May,
1874. It reported in favor of Louis-
burg as the most advantageous Eastern
port, shewing its superiority to Halifax
and Paspebiac, being 196 miles nearer
Europe. It was also reported very
easy to connect Louisburg by railway
with the Intercolonial; being only 160
miles from New Glasgow, it is accessi-
ble at all seasons, like Halifax. This
roport was exactly like one of those to
which he referred a few days ago,
when complaining that it was not
printed in the journals but was buried
In the archives of the House. It was
not accessible, and could not meet the
eyes of the general reader, as it would
be if printed in the blue books. This
Select Committee sat days and days,
made report after report, and got a
vast amount of information from all
parts of the Dominion, with the result
embodied in these statements: —

The Select Committee of the House
of Commons, which met on the 24th
May last, gave their first report, of
which I give the following extracts :—

They state that owing to the brief
time at their disposal, they had not
been able to elicit all the necessary in-
formation, but had procured much
valuable information of a nature suffi-
cient to justify them in reporting as
follows ;— .

. " 18t. That there are but three harbors possess-
ing the qualities necessary to commend them
to the attention of your honorable House—viz.,
Halifax, Lonisburg, and Paspebiac.
2nd. That from the evidence given before
gonr Committee, it has been shown that Louis-
urg is a firat-class harbor, having the geogra~
Bhlca.l advantage of being the nearest available
arbor of this Dominion to Burope.”

It is 230 miles nearcr to Europe
than Paspebiac, and 196 miles nearer
to Europe than Halifax by the direct
route.

It should be also observed that the
apgroaches to Louisburg are very easy,
and that tho anchorage is good in the

nonli%ast portion of the harbor, which
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is cntirely sheltered from winds, and
that the

arbor is capable of floating
vessels of any size. )

Your Committee recommend that a
survey be made between Louisburﬁ
and some point of the Internation
Railway, to ascertain the practicability
of building a railway between the most
suitable point of said railroad and the
harbor of Louisburg at the same time
that a proper survey be made, and re-
port be given upon the best made to be
adopted for crossing the Gut at Canso.

“ Egg Rock,” inside the harbor, is of
a small extent, which can be easily re-
moved by excavation at very littie cost,
and which can be casily avoided by
adhering to the directions issued by
the Admiralt%.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT, continuing, .
observed that this which he had just
read was very important evidence, but
it went further, recommending asurvey
between Louisburg and some point of
the Intercolonial to ascertain the practi-
cability of building arailway. He was
very sorry the Government had not
acted upon the report. It was only a
question of time.. Certain individuals
of influence might oppose making
Louisburg the terminus of our great
Intorcolonial Railway; but nothing
could prevent it, on account of the rea-
sons he had already given. Its further
importance was, that it had direct com-
munication, by a small railway, with
our large coal fields. Coal could be pur-
chased there, and when the line was
completed thither next April, vessels
could coal at Louisburg at from two to
three dollars per ton—advantages not
to be had at wther ports on this side of,
the water. This showed that Louis-
burg ought to be the terminus of the
Intercolonial. There were parties in
London quite willing to build a rail-
way to connect them. He thought
there was as strong a claim to this as
to the projected Pacific Railway ; also
on account of the lines Governnient
had promised to subsidize in othcr parts
of the Dominion. Cape Breton had a
very strong claim to the consideration
of the Government. They had no rail-
way, built at public expense,in whole
or in part, while Ontario, Quebce,
New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island were covered with them. Our
few railways but connected the mines
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with the harbors, for the shipment of
coal, and wero constructed at private
expense. He repeated this was asub-
ject of no small importance, when close-
ly regarded. He would ask If any decis-
ion had been arrived at by the Govern-
ment respecting the Eastern Extension
of the Intercolonial Railway to Louis-
burg ? and hoped for a favorable con-
sideration of the claims of the impor-
tant island of Cape Breton.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said there was no
doubt that the matter brought before
the House by the hon. member was a
very important one, and if by an ar-
rangement, or any assistance compati-
ble with the requirements of the public
service elsewhere, Government could
obtain the construction of a line of rail-
way-to Louisburg, it would be a great
benefit to the island of Cape Breton,and
an act of justice to the people. The
harbor of Louisburg was the most east-
ern harbor of the Dominion, and was
admirably fitted for the Atlantic ter-
minus of their system of railways. As
he had occasion some time ago to speak
very fully upon this point, he did nit
think it necessary to repeat what he
then said, but he might state that the
people of Cape Breton all desired the
extension of their railway system to
Louisburg if they could possibly get it.
For himself, as he was unwilling to
forego the great advantage of getting
the road to the eastern section of Nova
Scotia, he would like to sce it extended
to the Strait of Canso at once, if it
could not be extended as far as Louis-
burg. He understood the position of
the question to be this—that the Go-
vernment had agreed to transfer the
line from Truro to Pictou. In the first
place they had a proposal to transter it
to a company that undertook to build
the line from Now Glasgow to the
Strait of Canso, a distance of cighty
miles.

Hon. Mg. SCOTT—No; the first plan
was to build it to Louisburg.

_Hon. Mg. MILLER understood that
another company offered to build it to
Louisburg, and that no arrangement
was entered into to build it to the Strait
of Canso, until it was found whether it
would be practicable to build the whole
line to Louisburg for the concession
asked.

Hop, Mg, SCOTT said that under the
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resolution passed last session in the
Commons, an Order in Council was

assed in June, providing that the
II)‘ruro and Pictou Railway should be
éiven to the Eastern Counties Railway

Jompany on condition of building their
railway to Louisburg. 1In September
this company notified the Government
that they could not comply with the
condition, and oftered to construct their
line as far as the Gut of Canso. An in-
formal offer was made by the Govern-
ment to give them the branch on con-

| dition of so building the road, but that

any company constructing a line from
the Gut of Canso eastward, should, on
such construction become pro rata with
the Eastern Counties Company, pro-
prietors of the Pictou branch. This
was declined, and no further action has
been taken.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said he was just
as desirous as his hon. friend, or any
other member from Cape Breton, to
have the railway extended to Louis-
burg, but at the same time h¢ was will-
ing to take half a loaf instead of no
bread. If the Government could do no
better than to give the road to a com-

ny on condition of extending the road
to the Strait of Canso, let them do so un-
til they could do better. He was sorry
that there should be any difference of
opinion on this question, but he be-
lieved a large majority of the island
were disposed to take the railway to
the Strait of Canso, if they could not
get it extended to I.wmisburg. By
giving a portion of the line from Truro
to New Glasgow, and a handsome sub-
sidy, which tﬁe Local Government were
prepared to give, they would in a short
time have the road extended to the
Strait of Canso, a distance of eighty
miles. When they got it that far they
would then be in a position to fight for
the rest. (Hear, hear.) He had no
doubt whatever that when they got the
railway to the Strait of Canso, with the
united action of Cape Breton, and the
influence they could bring to bear in
Parliament, they would be sure to get
the road oxtended to Louisburg in some
way. But in the meantimo he for one
would be satisfied to have the road for
the present extended to the Strait of
Canso, as he could not get it any fur-
ther. He did not want to ask too
‘much and get nothing. Therefore, he
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thought the Government would act
wisely to reconsider its decision, and to
give the road from Truro to New Glus-
gow to a company that would extend
it to the Strait of Canso for the present,

Hon. M. SCOTT-—How much fur-
ther would it be to Louisburg ?

Hon. Me. MILLER—Tt would be
about eighty miles.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The grant for the
road would be absolute until the line
was continued further.

Hox. Mr. MILLER did not think
the company would be induced to con-
tinue it to the Strait of Canso without
an absolute transfer. Three-fourths of
the people of Cape Breton would be
satisfied at present with that. He
hoped, however, to see it extended at
no distant time to Louisburg. -

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said he had
corresponded with gentlemen repre-
senting an influential house in London,
who was quite ready to contract for
the building of the road. He would
rather see that great work in the hands
of one company than to see it done
piece by piece. They had already
waited too long for it, and the sooner
it was hegun and completed the better.

8T. VINCENT DE PAUL PENITENTIARY.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE, with refer-
ence to the first motion on the paper
in bis name, touching the supply of
the above institution with wood, said
his intention was to ascertain the
names of the parties tendering for the
supply of wood, but the Minister of
Agriculture having stated that he
thought he had not the information,
he (Mr. B.) would not proceed with
the enquiry.,

Hown. MR, BELLEROSE moved :—
T...t an humble Address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor-Gene-
ral, praying that His Excellency will
cause to be laid before this House
ﬁopvles of such public notices as may
_ have been given during the last months
of 1873 or the first six months of 1874,
asking for tenders for firewood for the
use of the ‘penitentiary of St. Vincent
de Paul; also, copies of all tenders re-
coived in compliance with the said
notices since the present Administra-
tion came into power up to the first
day of July, 1874, togetﬁer with the
date on which the said tenders were
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received ; also, the name of the party
whose tender was accepted, and a copy
of the contriwt, 0., it there be no con-
tract, then the date of the convention
or agreementand the several ¢onditions
thereof. Also, copies of all letters,
correspondence, orders, complaints,&e.,
&c., relating theroto, which may have
been sent or received by the rt-
ment of Justice, the Directors of Peni-
tentiarios, the Warden of the said
institution, or any other person.

Hon. Me. BELLEROSUE then moved
the second motion on tho paper, as
follows : —

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE procoeded
to oxplain that a tcw months ago—he
believed it was last winter ~the Go-
vernment asked for tenders for the
supply of tirewood to the Penitentisry
of St.” Vincent de Paul, and tenders for
the same were sent in by parties from
Montreal and elsewhere. These ten-
ders having been opened by the proper
authorities, it was found that the low-
est one was made by a gentleman of
Montreal, the next lowest by a gentle-
man from his (Me. Bellerose's) own
village, St. Vincent de Paul, while the
third was made by & gentleman residing
in one of the counties on tho Island of
Montreal, a resident of the Parish of
St. Laurent. The Directors of the Peni-
tentiary informed the then Minister
of Justice that there was no reason
why the lowest tender should not bo
accepted, and that in case it was not
accepted, they recommended that the
next lowest tender should be accepted,
representing at the same time that
both parties were responsible men.
He was quite ready to admit that the
Minister of Justice gave orders thatthe
lowest tonder should be aecepted, and
in case that was refused, that the next
lowést should have the contract. The
party making the lowest tender having
declined the contract, the second party,
a Mr. Paré, got rome information to
the effect that the tirst had declined,
and that he would probably get it.
After some time hal elapsed, and
seeing that the winter was advan-
cing, and it would bo late to bave
the wood ready at the time speci-
fied, Mr. Paré made enquirios of the
proper authoritios to know why it was
that he did not get the contract.
He wa: told that there was no diffi-

Penitentiary.



247 8t.. Vincent de Paul
culty, and that he would doubtless
get the contract, since the lowest had
refused it, and he was the next lowest.
He (Mr. Bellerose) might here men-
tion that the gentleman, Mr. Paré,
making the tender and residing at St.
Vincent de Paul, was not a friend of
the present Government, though he
was a friend of the present speaker,
and a friend of the late (Eovern-
ment, and that the gentleman resid-
ing at St. Laurent and having the
highest tender, was a man of large
influence in that place. He might
state furthermore that the gentleman
now representing that county in
the House of Commons, although he
had tried many times to secure a seat,
finally succeeded at the last election,
and it was in view of future elections
that the Government wished to secure
the favour of the gentleman from St.
Laurent so that he might throw his
large influence in favour of the present
representative of that county. He
(Nfr. Bellerose) learned from rumors
in Montreal that strong efforts were
being made to have the contract given
to this gentlemen from St. Laurent,
instead of to the bleu of St. Vincent de
Paul. He immediately telegraphed to
the Minister of Justice complaining of
the conduct of the Government in the
matter. Hedid this because he thought
it was His duty, and because he thought
the gentlemen on the Treasury Ben-
ches ought to do the best they eould
for the country by accepting the low-
est available tender. III)I his despatch
to the Minister of Justice he warned
him to be cautious as to how he acted
in the matter. The Minister of Jus-
tice in his answer, asked for a_state-
ment of the facts, and he immediately
replied that he had no intention at
present to accuse any one, and that he
could get all the information wished
from the Board of Directors sitting in
Ottawa in the next room to this.
‘Well, the matter remained in this po-
sition for a certain time, until finally
he learned that the next to the lowest
tender had been refused, and that the
Government had awarded the contract
to the gentleman making the highest
tender, that is, to Mr. St. Jean, of St.
Laurent, provided he would reduce his
tender to that of the next lowest ten-
der, the Government probably think-
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ing that one good turn deserved
another, and that they would get some-
thing from & gentleman possessing so
great an influonce in his county. He
was quite willing to admit, however,
that Mr. St. Jean had since then done
his duty very well in fullfilling tho
terms of the contract. Still, from all
the circumstances of the case, it was
impossible to avoid the conclusion that
the Minister of Justice had acted un-
wisely and unjustly in giving the con-
tract to the highest tender, and the
condition set forth showed he knew
that he was doing wrong. Still, he
would add, in order to do justice to the
Hon. Mr. Dorion, that he (Mr. Dorion)
in consenting to give the contract to
Mr. St. Jean, would only pay him
the price offered the second lowest
tender. From the independent course
of tho directors in the matter, the Min-
isters saw at once that they could not
make a political machine out of the
Penitentiary so long as the present in-
cumbents occupied their position on the
Board of Directors. The Government
then sought a pretext for finding fault
with them, and very soon an occasion
presented itself in the purchase by the
directors of a large quantity of saw
wood, and they determined to institute
an enquiry to see if they could find
sufficient reason to turn the directors
out. That enquiry was finished three
months ago, and the directors still held
their office, and he drew therefrom the
inference that they were not guilty.
And what was the next step. Tge
Government having failed to turn out
the directors on the pretext of miscon-
duct, they now resorted to other means,
and a bill was now before the House of
Commons, proposing to do away alto-
gether with the Board of [T)iroct):)rs of
the Penitentiary, and to leave the
whole management of theinstitution in
the hands of the Minister of Justice.
While this enquiry was going on, the
friends of the present Administration
in Montreal and elsewhere were re-

eating far and wide that the directors
I:ad acted very badly, and been guilty
of great imprudence in the administra-
tion of the affairs of the Penitentiary,
and that in consequence they would at
once be turned out. And when the
enquiry seemed to have failed to estab-
lish a sufficient reason to turn them
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out, the same rumours were current,
and it was said that though this en-
quiry had failed, Government would
soon find other means to get rid of
them, and it was added : Wait till next
session. " He went on to say that he
would not accuse or excuse any one of
fanlt about the contract for the saw
wood. He did not say whether it was
right or wrong, but if it was wrong,
Government ought to have turned them
out’ therefor, and not proceed in this
round-about way, by changing the law
on this point for the whole Dominion.

Hox. Mr. DEVER asked if the hon.
gentleman wounld be kind enough to
state which Minister of Justice he
meant in the charges ho had just made,
as thero had been two Ministers of
Justice since the clections.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE replied that
he referred to the Hon. Mr. Dorion.
Still, he held that the present Govern-
ment were responsible for all the acts
of the former Minister. There was
another aspect of the case which he
would like to touch upon. In this
country we have a written constitu-
tion. But there are some precedents
which would be looked at as our un-
written constitution. Hon. gentlemen
knew that when, in 1867, the great
men of our country, the framors of
our present constitution, the delegates
came back from England, they met
together in Ottawa to consider what
were the best means of carrying out
this great scheme of Confederation.
They studied the best mean of organ-
izing such a constitution as would se-
cure the peace, tranquillity, and har-
mony of all people in this Dominion,
They decided that one of the first
things to be done was to have all the
different intovests of tho various parts
of the Confederation represented in the
Cabinet, so that there should be five
ministers from the wostorn portion,
four from the central, and four from
the eastern portion, or the Maritime

rovinces. They kept in view the fact
that the people of this Dominion were
made up of diffevent origins, nationali-
ties, and creeds, and consequently they
decided that the Penitentiaries, being
filled with persons of different races
and religions, should be governed by a
Board consisting of both Catholics and
Protestants, This system had so far
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worked- well, and there had been no
complaints made against it. Now, was
all this to be upset on such flimsy pre-
texts as the gentlemen on the Treasury
Iienchog brought forward, such, for in-
stance, as the saving of ‘a few hundred
dollars ?  And yet these gentlemen
scemed to forget the great expense the
Dominion could be put in, for such
changes would, by-the-by, create bad
feeling, troubles, and difficulties. If
this Board, which was the creation of
the framers of the constitution, had
worked well, it was not for those gen-
tlemen, who were only a few days on
the Treasury Beuches, to say that they
would sweep them away, and thus
expose the Dominion to trouble and
difficulty. IIe would mention that in
the Province of Quebee, in the Legis-
lative Assembly of which he had the
honor to have a seat, there was at first

"an intention of having only one In-

spector of Prisons, but as the Catholic
mujority was liberal, and as it was
ghown that thie English speaking popu-
lation and the Protestants of that Pro-
vinee would like to have an inspector
of their own, one was granted them,
and much satisfaction was felt thereat.
In the Province of Quebec they looked
after economy, but they still thought
it wise to give satisfaction to the mi-
nority. 'The Board of Directors of the
Penitentiary worked together in com-
plete harmony. If in the Province
of Quebec this systera had given such
general satisfaction, should it be said
that the plan framed by the great men
of the country, thinking it wise and’
good, was now to bo set aside by the
gentlemen newly arrived in the Gov-
ernment, ag proposed by, the bill which
had been put forward by the Minister
of Justice? Although the bill was not
yet before the Senate, he thought him-
self justified in making these remarks,
and he would conclude by moving for
the papers relating to the matter.
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said he
would not follow the hon. gentleman
over all the ground chosen for his ex-
cursion, because he thought that most
of the time that hon. gentleman had
been outside the question, speaking of
mattors quite foreign to the motion.
From his specch we would have
thought that the reply to the address
at the opening of the House was the
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subject of discussion, because he had
been talking of matters and questions
and accusations which might have been
apropos in the attack on an Administra-
tion; and while he had not professed
to oppose the men in power, he had ill-
treated them. But such little efforts
were of no effect against the Govern-
ment of the day, who could disregard
them. However, to come to the facts:
We were asked to place before the
Ilouse all the papers connected with
the great affair of the St. Vineent de
Paul institution—a matter of some few
dollars, made a subject of grave com-
plaint and a ground of accusation be-
fore the submission of the papers. He
(Mr. Letellier) told the hon. gentle-
man that the Government had no objec-
tion to their production, and had he
waited for them, he would have found
his case baseless; that, instead of act-
ing harshly towards the directors of
the Penitentiary, the Government had
acted very leniently, and that if we
wore to be searching in this enquiry,
we might, perhaps, have to go further
than he pretended. The hon. gentle-
man accused the Government of being
base enough, because of no investiga-
tion succeeding-in reaching those men,
to pass a law which would have the
effect of dismissing them. That was a
‘mtty imputation of motives, certainly !
Vhen the Ministers produced their
measure it would be time to discuss it,
but not before. The contract for which
they were then censured was a penny
pieco affair. When the papers came
down the House would see :f it was
correct to accuse them of unfair action.
In fact the contract entered into by the
directors with the Ottawa House of
Dufresne and McGarity was a singular
one. While the hon. gentleman had
been striving to show that thiz Govern-
ment tried to prevent the lowest ten-
ders receiving the contracis because
they were political opponents, it ap-
peared those parties made a contract
at something like 820,000 ahove the
proper figure for the current year.
The charge of trying to get rii of pub-
lic officers by jalse motives and in-
justice, when otherwise irremovable,
should never have becn made wthout
the fatts. As to Sir John Macdonald’s
Government being all right in peniten-
tiary matters, as asserted, he (Mr., Le-
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tellior) recollected on a certain election
all the vehicles of the Kingston Peni-
tentiary were put at the service of men
working and voting against the present
Government. (Hear, hear.) The hon.
gentleman (Mr. Bellerose) might think
that all right, but we did not think so.
(Hear, and a laugh.) As to the posi-
tion of the late Minister of Justice
(Mr. Dorion), it was one which for
honesty of purpose was unassailable.
He was always ready to act fairly, his
character repelling any doubt before
Proof‘ of wrong doing. (Hear, hear.)
They had had a species of extraordi-
nary lecture on the constitution. They
were told a part of their constitution
was unwritten, and that, inasmuch as
by the constitution a certain number of
members in the Cabinet were assigned
the different Provinces, by the same
rule, after great deliberation, it was
agreed by all the wisc men that the
penitentiaries were to be under the con-
trol of three men—a Catholic [rish-
man, for example, a Catholic French-
man, and a Prozestant—and they were
to be the defcnders of accused or
aggrieved parties in such a big case as
the St. Vincent de Paul. Government
was quite willing to bring down all the
papers asked for, which would show
the House the paltriness of this case
and the correct attitude of the Govern-
ment.

Hon. Mr. PENNY said that, as a
young member of this House, he felt
unwilling to interfere in thisdiscussion.
Jde must say, however, that this modo
of justice—trying a case first and ex-
amining the evidence afterwards—was
a little too Scotch. (Laughter.) Iis
hon. friend (Mr. Bellerose) had already
Fronounccd sentonce in acase in whici
1e was but asking evidence. He had
also given a lecture on the constitution,
saying th .t its framers put in several
clauses which, however, nobody could
find. Those unwritten clauses he (Mr.
Penny) did not know. He thought
the rost of the hon. gentleman’s. facts
would turn out like those clauses.
(Hear, hear.) As so ynuch had been
said about those Penitentiary directors,
without himself making any charges,
he might say there were rumors of a
very extraordinary nature with regard
to-their doings, and these matters were
being examined at this moment by the
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Committoe of Public Accounts. When
the evidence was all before us, it would
be time enough, perhaps, to tallk about
what was going to take place. Mean-
time, it was ovident from what the
hon. gentleman himself (Mr. Bellerose)
had said, that serious charges had been
made against the new directors, and if
he (Mr. Penny) was not mistaken, he
heard him state that one of the trans
actions investigating was an exceod-
ingly dirty onc. :

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE said he
stated and would state again that he
believed the transaction was not guilt
clear, but he did not say that the
directors was guilty; he accused the
party placed over them. It was be-
cause Eonorable ministers wished to
throw the blame of their own action on
the directors that he spoke as he did.
It was very well to belittle and ridicule
this case, but it was more important
than ministers protended; hc was sure
the director had nothing to do with the
offence. As to his remarks on the
constitution, it was very well for an
honorable gentleman wishing to take
advantage of another’s difficulty in
8peaking English to misreprescut his
meaning. He had nevor said there
were unwritten clauses in the constitu-
tion, but that besides the existing
Union Aect, its framers, who set the
machinery at work, thought it advis-
able, for peace and harmony, to securc
in the Cabinet & representation of the
differcnt sections of the Dominion,East,
Contre and West; also that for the
same reason we should have -three
directors-—not, as the Minister of Agri-
culture said in a jocaular manner, to
have a Scotchman, an Irishman, and a

renchman on the board—but to imi-
tate the Quebec system. Why is it
that the people of Quebec agreed so
well, and were without. religious dis-
sonsions?  Beeause the majority had

been liberal, an:l given full satisfaction

Lo the minority in the matter of ample
security and representation on prison
boards, school rights, and so forth. The
Minister of Agriculture might langh
and oak in a theatrical mauner and
say this was a ridiculous view, but
Wwhen ministers were not prudent, just
and equitable ' enough to act right in

small things, they could not be trusted
in great. ’
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Hon. MR, WILSON raised the point
of order, objecting that the hon. gen-
tleman was repecating what he had
already said, instead of merely replying
to the Hon. Mr. Penny.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE was sorry
if he had given offence to the House,
but he knew great latitude was allowed
in its discussions, some members speak-
ing as often as four or s1x times on one
question. He hoped no exception would
be made 18 against him. (Cries of “ Go
on.”) Me denied the statement of the
Minister of Agriculture that the Govern-
ment hac. acted well with the dircctors,
and if a Yroper enquiry was instituted
into all the matters connected with the
Penitentiaries, and especially that of St.
Vincent de Paul, he would be satisfied.
Ifthey did not, he would say ministers
were culpable. It was a shame to see
the authorities using their inferiors so
badly. Asto the expenditure of twenty-
five thousand dollars by the directors,
it was the fault of ministers if
this sum was not in the cstimates
for the year. They ordered what was
done.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER stated posi-
tively no such order was given, the di-
rectors taking upon themselves to act
thus without the knowledge of the Gov-
ernment.

Hox.Mr. BELLEROSE said he stated
again, though had made no enquiry on
the subject, that the directors received
orders to buy that wood, and to ask the
Government architect what would be
necessary, and that they acted upon
his answer. If that was not true, let the
Ministers enquire. He attributed hon-
esty of statement to the Minister of
Agriculture, but the matter came not
within his department, but in that of
the then Minister of Justice, for whose
acts the Government weroe responsible.
What was it to the purpose to attack
Sir John Macdonald, as had been done ?
If ho had not acted wisely he received
his reward—his misconduct did not ex-
cuse that of others. How did that
meot the allegation of an injustice in
his particular case? We were told Mr.
Dorion had a good character. That he
had admitted. He bad had, and ho
he should long have confidence in that
character. He had acted as an honest
man, at first saying he ought to give
the contract to the lowest tender; but
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when his friends pressed him, Mr.
Dorion thought he was bound to sub-
mit and did, and this is where he acted
wrong. It was all very well for the
Government to pooh-pooh and sneer at
matters like this as petty, involving
only a few hundred dollars. He re-
membered when they took a different
view, however, refusing to pay these
four or five monthe, a petty account of
forty-two dollars to a gentleman named
Senator Bollerose. (Hear, hear, and
laughter.) Selling his house and furni-
ture, to take board. and it being likely
he would only have two or three apart-
ments, he thought he would not have
room for papers, having been in the
habit of preserving blue-books and
papers for use in time of elections. If
they didn’t wish to pay, they could
keep it. 1Ie mentioned this to show
how ridiculous it was to call a sum of
$400 or $500 petty, when $40 was too
serious an amount to be disbursed,
though honestly due.

MILITIA AND DEFENCE BILL.

On motion for the second reading of
the Bill,

Hox, Mr. SCOTT said the object of
the bill was to provide that the com-
mand of the Militia should be given to
an officer in Her Majosty’s regular ser-
vice. They were all aware that the
Government had appointed a disting-
uished officer, Major-General Smythe,
to that command, and this change in
the Militia Act was necessitated by
that appointment. .

The bill was read a second time.

PRESERVATION OF THE PEACE BILL.

On the second reading of the bill
from the Houso of Commons, amending
the Act to provide for the preservation
of the peace at and near public works.

. Hon. Mr. SCOTT said the object of
the bill was to enable the Governor in
Council to put in operation the Act
known as the one for the better preser-
-vation of peace in the vicinity of pub-
lic works, and it also provided that it
should apply to works that were not
strictly public works, such as railways,
canals, bridges and works of a similar
character.

After some conversation, the bill was
read & second time,
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BRITISH COPYRIGHT WORKS.

On consideration of the Copyrights
ll, as amended by the Select Com-
mittee,

Ho~. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST said this bill had been amended
in Committee in a manner to conform
to necessary circumstances. He was
greatlly indebted, in the preparation of
the bill, to his hon. friend from Mon-
troal, who had given the benefit of his
large experience, and he was also in-
debted to the Hon. Mr. Campbell for
much valuable assistance. The changes
were of a character to protect, as much
as possible, the introduction of cheap
literature for our population. This
was one of the first objects of the bill.
They had also to protect authors in
their rights, and no Act could be pass-
ed by this House which did not give a
certain protection to English authors.
They had tried to shape this bill
in such a way as to make it
acceptable to English authors. In the
next place, they had endeavoured
to protect the printers of this coun-
try, and they gave to Canadian pub-
lishers tho right of reprinting foreign
works upon which no copyright had
been taken out by the author himself,
With these explanations, he moved the
second reading of the bill.

Hon. Mr. RYAN said he had no
hesitation in saying that this bill had
uqderg0110 at the hands of the Com-
mittee a great deal of very close scru-
tiny, and they had been assisted in that
Committeo, as had been stated by the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture, with the
views of those gentlemen most inter-
ested in the bill'in this country. The
printing and publishing industries of
the country had been well represented
before the Committee, and had favored
them with a vast deal of 'information.
I{? was happy to say that in every-
thing they had regarded, and were
anxious to regard in the fullest way
and the strongest manner, the rights
of vhe English author and the English
publishers, and he thought it would be
found when the bill came before the
Committee of the Whole Housc and
was thoroughly investigated, as he
hoped it would be, that it was of such
a churacter as would make it very ac-

ceptable to publishers as well as authors
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on the other side. He thought it
would also be found that they had
achieved in this bill the great objects
which they had always in view—that
of protecting Canadian industry, and
at the same time that of giving a fair
compensation to the English and
foreign authors for any of their works
which we claimed to republish here.
This bill protected the English
author: if he wished to come and take
out a copyright in this country and
to register his copyright within one
month from publication on the other
side he was quite at liberty to do so,
to make his own arrangements, and to
choose his own publisher here; but as
a condition of obtaining copyright in
Canada, his work must be printed and
published here. It had justly been
considered a hardship to an author to
re-publish his work here without any
("Oril&)ensatlon, and he thought it was
Lord Lytton who very strongl put it
In a letter which he wrote to the Eng-
lish Copyright Association, stating that
1% was not fair to an author to allow
any one to publish his works, because
1n doing so, unless he could select the
publisher himself, a very inferior edi-
Uon of his works might be published,
and a great many errors creep in, over
which he would have no supervision.
The bill provides that the author, if he
wishes to publish in this country, and
does so within the time prescribed in
this law, shall have an opportunity of
doing so through any publisher that
he thinks fit to choose in the Dominion.
On tho other hand, the bill provides
that if, through neglect of the author
to take out his copyright here, or ifhe
I8 unwilling to do so, then individuals
18 this country may take out a copy-
right for sucf‘: works, Failing, how-
over, the taking out of co yright in
any work in Canada, the bill does not
prohibit the importation of the cheap
edltlons_ which we now receive from
the United States. Thisis done in
Justice to the general reader, who
might not otherwise have an opportu-
nty of receiviniethe cheap literature
which we have been so long accustom-
ed to in this country. There was no
doubt but that with the right to pub-
lish copyright works under certain
restrictions, we in this country would
ere 1??3 be able to furnish as cheap or
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cheaper literature than we received
from the United States. That result
they—the printers and publishers of
Canada—were sure of accomplishing.
To-day there had been put into their
hands a Return to an Address he moved
for a few days ago, and he found
thereon an answer to an application
sent from both Houses of Parliament
at the last session, urging that the bill
of 1872 should be assented to by Her
Majesty. 'Thisreturn gave the opinion
of the law officers of the Crown, and of
other gentlemen learned in the law,
showing that the Canadian Act of 1872
would have been an infringement of
the Imperial Act of 1842. He thought
himself it would have been so, and
consequently the Imperial Ministry
very properly declined to obtain Her
Majesty’s sanction to that bill, but in
the present bill he thought they had
accomplished what would be considered
satisfactory on the other side, and in
no way conflicting with Imperial legis-
lation. Not to detain the House too
long, he would read the 9th paragraph
of Lord Carnarvon’s despatch {o His
Excellency the Governor Genersl,
which was in the hands of the gentle-
men of the House, and they could also
read the previous paragraphs. His
Lordship said: “I am aware that the
subject of Colonial copyright has long
been under consideration, and that
a'tteméJts were made by Her Majesty’s
lato Government, in conneetion with
your own and your Ministers, to arrive
at a settlement of this difficult and most
important question. Iam glad now to
express my readiness to co-operate,
and my confident hope that we may’
without difficulty be able to agree on
the propositions of this measure, which,
while preserving the rights of the
owners of copyright works in this
country under the Imperial Act, will

ive effect to the views of the Canadian

overnment and Parliament.” Now,
he believed that the bill which was
now before them as amended by
the Special Committee would accom-
plish that very desirable object. He
would not now detain the House
by going over the history of copy-
right before this Legislature, but
he would beg the hon. gentleman to
bear in mind how long this question
had been before them, and how numer-

8, 1815.]  Copyright Works.
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ous, yet hitherto ineffectual, had becn
their efforts to arrange it. The House
was under a great obligation to the
Minister of Agricultu e who had
brought this bill to what he confidently
hoped they might consider a successful
issue. He might mention en passant
that this was a bill upon which the
Senate had been at work for tho last
seven years, and for which the country
would be indebted to the Senate if it
bhecame law, for it is one of gencral in-
te.est to the community at large, and
would result in great bencfit to our
printers and publishers. And he hoped
that in another place. where their at-
tempts to do good and to legislate for
the advantage of the country seemed
to be depreciated and to be held to be
of very little use, this bill might be
taken as an example of what the Senate
sometimes did for the good of the
country, and as showing that they
were not altogether a u-eless body
(hear, hear), and that they could origi-
nate measures which it had not even
occurred to the House of Commons to
undertake. Perhaps he ought not to
make this remark, but he trusted hon.
gentlemen would excuse him for
doing so. (Hear, hear.) In looking
back at the history of this copyright
question, there was one thing which he
rogretted, and which he was sure the
House would also regret, and that is,
that one of the strongest adherents of
this moasure, Mr. Lovell, of Montreal,
who was from the first very earnest in
this matter, and mainly through whose
efforts in pressing the matter upon the
attention of the House the bill had

.been originated— it was grcatly to be
regretted, he repeated, that Mr. Lovell
in despair of sceing the measure ac-
complished after the many disappoint-
ments he had met with, had finally de-
termined to remove a large portion of
his establishment out of the Province
to Rouse'’s Point, in the State of New
York, where he had recently erected a
large establishment which would em-
ploy about 500 printers and bookbinc-
ers. This was a serious loss to the
country; however, his Montreal estab-
lishment was still conducted by his
sons, and he (Mr., Ryan) hoped that
under the provisions of this bill the
activity an(Y rosperity of that estab-
lishment would be renewed and foster-
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od, and that our printers would be
again back to this country, and would
find that thoy could got quite as much
pay, and, perhaps, more than they ob-
tained in the United States, 1le had
mentioned that the Special Committeo
had been greatly assisted in the prepa-’
ration of this bill by gentlemen having
an intimate knowledge of the business
of both printers and publishers, and by
those interested in tho sale of English
works by arrangement with the owner
of the English copyright, and all con-
cerned in the biil prepared by the hon.
Minister of Agriculture. As to the de-
tails of the bill he had no doubt the
hon. Minister of Agriculture would be
prepared to gointo them in Committce,
and he (Mr. Ryan) trusted that when
the bill came before the House of Com-
mons it would be dealt with in the
same spirit in which this House had
dealt with it, It was a measure which
would he fruitful in benefit to the coun-
try, and it ought to be treated irrospec-
Uve of party feeling on either side.
(Hear, hear.)

Scveral bills then passed a sccond
reading.

Petty Offences Bill.

NOVA SCOTIA PETTY OFFENCES BILL.

Ho~. M. MILLER said he was re-
sponsible for this bill, which, he ex-
plained, was intended to repeal a por-
tion of the eriminal code of Nova Scotia
inconsistent with the Dominion law.
Only the latter could apply to criminal
offences, and the existonce of a Pro-
vincial Statute on” such subjects was
neither permissible nor judicions.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH expressed
his approval of the bill and its objects,
agreeing with the last speaker as to
the inconvenience of having two differ-
ent statutes relating to the same ottences
with diflerent amounts of' punishment
inflicted in consequence.

The bill was vead a second time.

d The House then adjourned till Thurs-
ay.

Thursday, March 4, 18%5.
Tae SPEAKER took ihe chair at
three o'clock.
Ho~. Mr. MILLER presented the

report of the Committee on Standing
and Private Bills. ‘

A number of petitions were present-
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od praying for the passage of a Pro-
hibitory L-i,quor Bill.p 8

THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Hox. Mr. McLELAN moved that an
humble Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor General, pray-
ing that His KExcellency will cause to
be laid before this House a comparative
statement of the number of tons of
froight, not to include Government
freight, carried over the Intercolonial
Railway in Nova Scotia during the
months of October, November and
December in the yoars 1873 and 1874,
and the months of January and Feb-
Tuary 1874 and 1875, respectively; to-
gother with the average distance car-
ried, the average rate received per ton,
and the average rate per mile per ton.
He said in moving for these returns he
desired to show the financial position
0" that portion of the roal. He be-
lioved the members of brth Houses and
the country gonerally entertained the
Opinion that the road in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick was being worked
at a very considerable money loss to
the Dominion. 1le thought that im-
Pression prevailed in Parliament, and
had led the Government to take a step
which he considered was unnecessary
and unjust to the people of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, and had created
a strong feeling of hostility to them.
He referred to the increase in freight
tariff of about 33 per cent. in New
Brunswick, and 25 in Nova Scotia. The
rate is the same now in both Provinces,
b\{t the greater increase in New Bruns-
wick wasg (from the fact that the rates
had been {fower on that portion of the
Yoad by from ten to twelve per cent.,
hence, when the rates were made uni-
form and increased, the proportionate
Ncrease was more than in Nova Scotia.

N both Provinces, the increase has
created an intense feeling of hostility
to the Government in a population of
abOl}t three hundred thousand, from
I.iahfax to St. John, who saw their
farms, their produce, and their indus-
tries, of whatsoever nature, seriously
diminished in value by the enhanced
cost of transportation.” It wus, there-
fore, a step which the Government
should have very carefully considered.
'.Il;be poople of Nova Seotia and New

TUDSWick are not singular in their
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desire for, or in their estimate, of the
value of cheap transportation. You
appreciate it here, and it is the aim of
our neighbors over the border. In
1867 a gentleman in the Department
of Agriculture at Washington found so
many complaints coming from the west
and south of the exactions imposed by
railway companies, that he personally
examined the subject, and having satis
fied himself of the justice of the com-
plaints, founded the organization known
as the “Patrons of Husbandry” in
Decembor, 1867. That organization
has spread all over the Union, and at
the National Convention in April,
1874, it numbered about one and a half
million. In their annual address on
that occasion they declared that,
“ keeping in view the first sentence
in our declaration of prineiples of ac-
tion, that ‘individual happiness de-
pends upon general prosperity, we
shall therefore advocate for every State
the increase in every practical way of
all facilities for transporting cheaply
to the seaboard, or between producers
and consumers, all productions of our
country. We adopt it as a fixed pur-
pose to open out the channels in na-
ture's great arteries, that the life-blood
of commerce may flow freely.” In old
Canada, as in the Lower Provinces, the
geveral Governments were ‘‘ Patrons of
Husbandry” in providing easy move-
ment of the products of the country
to the consumer. In Quebec and
Ontario there was, previous to Con-
federation, a very large expenditure
on canals, and large subsidies to the
Grand Trunk and Northern Railways,
and it is now proposed by our present
estimates to make such farther expen-
diture in deepening canals as will
bring the whole up to about eighty
million dollars. }‘}very year large
subsidies are paid for tug and steam-
boat service, and in the last two years
about twelve million dollars’ value of
railway material have been admitted
to Ontario and Quebec duty free. He
referred to this, not as objecting, but
as approving, a wise policy. Without
these means of cheap transit this
country would be comparatively value-
less. The farmer settled in the interior
would have no market and no induce-
ment to produce anything beyond
sustaining life. Looking at the ques-

4, 1875.) Raibway.
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tion of cost of transportation, he found
that a ton of wheat in Montreal, as in
any other seaport, for exportation,
was supposed to be of the value of
about $49.50, and a ton of corn $24.75.
Now, if this grain had to be carried by
common highway a distance of one
hundred and seventy miles, the wheat
would be worth only $24 and the corn
would be entirely valueless where
grown; while, at three hundred and
thirty miles from market, the wheat
would be entirely valueless. But,
when carried by railway, the wheat
has a value of $44.50 and the corn
$19.80. Before the Ohio Canal was
opened, wheat, at a certain point, was
quoted at 37 cents per bushel, but im-
mediately on opening the canal it rose
to 87 cents, This illustrates the
wisdom of the policy, and shows that
there may be indirect advantages
compensating for a great outlay, whilst
the direct revenue returns may be
comparatively small. In this expen-
diture under consideration—of canals
and steamboat service—the working
expenses were not even paid, there
being on last year's accounts a defi-
ciency of over $200,000, besides a
further sum charged to capital of
$1,193,610. He did not wish to be
understood as objecting in any way to
this. He approved not only of the
construction of public works, but of
the working them even at a loss in
direct revenue returns until the indus-
tries of the country are established and
a traffic created. Suppose the Pacitic
Railway was completed to-morrow, you
would not pretend to charge the few
passengers and freight that might
tako the first trains the full expenses
of the trains to British Columbia. No
man will pretend that this could be
done. A section of road from Monec-
ton, in New Brunswick, to Newcastle,
is shortly to be opened. e asked his
hon. friend from York (Hon. Mr.
‘Wark), who, he remembered, denounc-
ed the location of the road in that
wilderness—would it be right to
charge the few passengers and freight
that in the outset will travel that road,
the full cost of the trains and interest
on capital. No man would use it on
such terms. Time and encouragement
must be given to create a traffic on this
road as well as all other new roads.
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This practice ‘and policy which you
are pursuing here on your canals and
other works he asked to have extended
to the working of the railway from
St. John to Halifax. The people of
these Provinces who constructed the
greater portion of these roads, creat-
ing the debt with which they entered
Confederation, do not object to pay a
fair and reasonable compensation for
the work performed under the condi-
tions. e would show that the old
rates, of which they did not complain,
were sufficient to meet ordinary work-
ing expenses, and were in excess of
the amount returned by railway com-
Eanics as the cost of moving freight
y rail. He contended that the in-
creased traffic thrown on both the old
roads by the opening of the connecting
links, rendered a large expenditure in
bringing the road mp to meet this
increased traffic. The old iron rails
had to be removed in many places and
laid with steel; sidings had to be
lengthened and increased in number.
The report of the Minister of Public
Works shows the whole cost charged
to the revenue in 1874...... $1,301,550
Of this, he calls extraordi
nary expenses in steel rails,
cars, &c., and which we
may deduct....ccceeveennnnen. 295,719
$1,025,831

The earnings for the year
aro Given 8S.......c.ieeeerss . 893,430

Leaving for the year a defi-

ciency of..oceceeirenianiennes $132,401
which mainly arises from expenses in
meeting new traffic. But admitting
this deficiency in the year ending June,
1874, Mr. Brydges in his report on the
road says there is a steady increase in
traffic of 12 to 15 per cent., and we
have had the announcement by the
Premier that the result of the six
months ending Docember last, five of
which were under old tariff, show an im-
provement of ninety to one hundred
thousand dollars—say on the year
$180,000, which would give a surplus
of 847,599 for the year 1875, under
the old tariff, if allowed to remain.
Now, with this result, and with the
steady increase of traffic, it may be
asked why was this old tariff inter-
fered with? Why was it suddeunly
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raised 25 per cent? The only answer
I am able to find to this question is in
Mr. Brydges’ report, page 58, that
“the line can be made as far as New-
castle to pay its way.” That an un-
productive branch of sevenly miles
may be worked, and the loss paid out
of tho earnings of the main line. On
this point he (Mr. McLelan) cntirely
disagreed with Mr, Brydges, or rather
with the Government, as Mr. Brydges,
for whom he entertained the greatest
respect, was only acting upon the in-
structions and wishes of the Govern-
ment in this matter. I{e (Mr. McLe-
lan) declared it would be unfair and
unjust to the people of New Nruns-
wick and Nova Scotia, and especially
so to Nova Scotia, to impose on themn
a tariff intended to not only meet the
working expenses on the main line,
but also on seventy miles of unproduc-
tive road through an unbroken forest
to Newcastle. (lIcar, hear.) That
was the pointon which he was at issue,
not with Mr. Brydges, but with the
Government, it was hard enough that
Nova Scotia should have been for
Years paying ten 1o twelve per
cent., higher rates than New DBruns-
wick, and now to be taxed 25 per cent.
more to pay theanticipated loss on the
branch to Newecastle, shortly to be
opened, was cruelly unfair and unjust.

¢ would not detain the House to show
how impossible it was to run that
branch through seventy miles of forest
without a large loss until industries
were created and traffic doveloped.
His hon. friend from York would bear
the strongest possible testimony that
this line, especially in the outse’, could
only ho run at a loss, a lois which
should be borne by the general reven-
ues in the sume way as the loss on canals
and other services is borne in the out-
8et. 1In one respect the people on this

ranch had not the same claims to a
low tariff as the people of Nova Scotia
In the counties through which the old
Section passed, inasmuch as these coun-
Ues had paid the right of way. After
some further remarks the hon. gentle-
man referred to the railway reports to
show that the average rate paid under
the old tariff on all freight, inclading
coal, was in 1873 mnearly 23 cents per
ton per mile, and in 1874 the average,
there being moro coal, was about 24
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cents, Ile then compared these
figures with the cost of carrying freight.
on a large number of American rail-
ways, as given in the returns made un-
der oath by the managers of the State
authoritics, quoting prices varying
from 18% cent per ton per mile
down to pine-tenths of a cent. He
also stated, on the authority of the
Seientific American, that the maximum
cost of carrying freight from Chicago
to New York was seven-tenths of a
cent per ton per mile; thorefore, he
said, whilst the people of Nova Scotia
were paying so much more than the
actual cost of carrying freight on those
roads, it was not at all unreasonable
that they complained when 25 pev cent.
additional was imposed on them.

Hon. Mr. FEKRIER asked if his
hon. friend had compared the rates of
the other roads in those Provinces with
the rates in the Northern States.

1lon. Mr. McLELAN said he had
not been able to ascertain the certified
rates in any but the States named. What
he maintained was that a freight train
worked to its capacity could carry
freight far* below what Nova Scotia
paid under the old tariff, and the object
should be to draw in freight to enlarge
the volume of freight, instead of which
the new tariff had unquestionably
driven traffic from the line and the
trains run comparatively empty at the
same cost as if full. 1fon. gentlemen
present from the Maritime Provinces
would bear him out in the statement
that traffic after the imposition of the
new tariff had left the road. Taking
the returns, so far as we have them,
this is apparent. Comparing the four
months of 1874 immediately preceding
the new tariff with the same months of
1873, there was a steady inerease in
receipts from freight amounting for
the four months to $24,016, or an aver-
age of $6,004 per month under the old
tariff. In the tollowing month of De-
cember, under the new, the increase
had been only $1,768. Taking the re-
ceipts for Decomber, 1873, of ...$40,717
Add avorage increase of four

preceding months of 1874.... 6,004

And we should have for 1874...846,721
But on this the tariff was in-
creased say 25 per cent....... 11,680

Making a sum of ...oeerererencers-$88,401
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which, had the tariff maintained the
average rate of i rcrease, we should have
received undor the new tariff an in-
crease over 1873 ot' $17,684, but instead
of this we had only an increuse of
$1,768, showing a large falling off in
quantity carried.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER thought his
hon. friend’s statistics were not con-
clusive, as they did not cover a suffi-
ciently long period of time.

Hon. Mg, McLELAN held that there
could be no other conclusion than that
there had been a large falling oft in
traffic whon the rates were so largely
increased. He desired to call the at-
tention of the House to that increase
of rates. It will bo found, on reference
to the railway report, that the average
distance freight carried is about fifty
miles. The old and new rates in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia for that
distance were :

13t 2nd 3rd 4th

Clags, Class, Class, Class,
100 Ibs. 100 1bs. 100 1bs. 100 ibs

Old Tariff, N.B.... 16c. 14c. 12¢. 1te.
Q1d Tariff, N.S... 18c. 16¢. 13c. 10c.
New Tariff......... 23c¢. 19c¢. 15¢. lie.

Aver- Perton Per car
age. permile. load.

01d Tariff, N.B.... 13¢, bic. $26 -
0Old Tariff, N.S... 14¢c. 5ze.  $29 —
New Tn,riti‘ ......... 17e. 6le. $34 —

Average increase, say 25 per cent.

With such un increase in rates and
the result in December, there must un-
questionably have been a large falling
off in traffic, entailing not only a loss
to the Dominion Treasury, but a most
serious loss to that section of country
in suddenly breaking up the regular
and accustomed flow of traffic, and
trundling empty ¢ us over the road at
the same cost as it loaded. On page
27 of Mr. Brydges’ report, he states
that under the old tariff the trains
were not filled to their capacity. Tt
should be borne in mind that there is
nearly a fixed cost per train whether
run empty or loaded. He reforrcd to
Mr.Brydges’ action on the Grand Trunk
and Great Western, in reducing rates
frequently to catch freight rather than
have it take other conveyance. He
quoted Mr.Brydges’ opinion that special
rates should be yiven to certain points
in New Brunswick to get the treffic
carried by schooners in the season of
navigation, arguing therefrom that if
a reduction of rates would incrensoe
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traffic in one case, it would have, if
generally applied, the same tendency.
Ho cited a number of American and
English anthorities in support of this
position, and referred specially to the
case under consideration. The road in
New Brunswick had always been run
at about ten per cent. less rates than
in Nova Scotia. When the connection
wasmade this difference was continued.
The returns of the two years before
the House show that the tendency was
to draw a larger trade to St. John than
to Halifax, there being 59 per cent.
freight west to St. John, and 41 per
cenf. east to Halifax. It has been
stated that reductions have been made
and special rates given on through
trafic. He did not consider that this
met the difficulty. Ninety-three per
cent. of the traffic is local, and the
average distance of all traffic is only
fifty miles; but apart from this, he
considered the adoption of special rates
would be unsatistactory, leading to
charges of favoritism and abuse, and
would not give that general confidence
that would tend to the cstablishment
of now industries and the ecreation of
additional traffic. e contendod that
Mr. Brydges' recommendatin for a
uniform tariff from St. John to Ialifax
should be made, but on the ba~is of the
old Nova Scotia tariff, which, he claim-
ed, woull give a larger volume of
traffic and more than mect all expenses,
and that the branch t> Newcastle
should be worked without taxing Nova
Scotians to pay a1 anticipated loss
thereon. He coucluded by moving
for the address.

Hox. Ma. DICKEY was bound to
say the hon. gentleman had not, in his
uble and elaborate statement, in any
way exaggerated the widespread feel-
ing of dissatisfaction in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick with regard to
this tariff. 1t was due to the intelli-
gont people of those two Provinces to
say that their objoctions to it rested
upon much more solid ground than
the mere quostion of whether the rate
on a ton of freight should be one
price or the other. (IIear, hear.) The
situation of the line between St. John
and Halifax was poculiar; for the
greater part of that distance there was
water communication for six months
of the year, an olement which entored
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into the question of what should be
charged for traffic over the road. 1lis
impression always was, from his know-
‘ledge of the business of the roud, that
it would be very largely diminished
by the new arrangement. The hon.
gentleman, having given instances of
business losses, with compulsory aban-
donment of projected enterprises on
a:count of this sudden, unexpected
change in the freight taviff, said they
had had three tauifls in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick in threc months,
the old, a new, and a moditied one.
Althouzh the abitement of the speciul
rates might be very useful to various
industries along the line, yet it was of
no benefit to the great body of the
fiwrmers who transported their produce
over it. He hud aseertained in Hali-
fux and St. John that for some tifty
miles out trom cach city, along the
line, a very large proportion ot the
farmers had roturned to the old prac-
tice of drawing in their produee on
sleighs,  (Llear, hear.) They felt it
cheaper to return to the old jog-trot
system than to pay the increased rail-
way rates. To the question—Do you ex-
pect the Government to pay for carry-
ing your produce along the railway
inw Nova Seotia? he replied, Not at
all. 1t was said the road was to bo
worked on commercial principles; but
it was not built with this object, but
tor the general bonetit of the country;
awrl thore should bo such a tariff as
would afford a fair and reasonable return
for tho sorvice rendered, nothing more.

Hox. Mr. SCOTT—(ULear, hoar.)

Ho~x. Mg. DICKEY contended the
tarift should not bs practically pro-
hibited, and injurious to both the peo-
ple and the revenucof theroad.  There
ought to be consistency in these ma-
ters,  If this road is to be managed on
Commercial principles, and it was wise
o increase the tariil from 25 to 33 per
cent. on freight, why were passeuger
rates loft unchanged ? Tae burden of
¢xponse should be distributed equally.
Traffic had already fallen off, and ho
ventured to say future returns would
show a greater disproportion between
the traffic in Januwy than that in
December, as regards the preceding
period,

Hox. Mr. SCOTT—Waus the rcad
blocked in Janua y?
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Hon. Me. DICKEY—No, though last
year it was. He was glad to see that,
undor the good, new management,
there had been less obstraction this
year than usual. e hoartily sub-
scribed to the doctrine that the dimi-
nution of the working expcnses was
attributable to the changes made by
Mr. Brydges. 1t he (Mr. Dickey) re-
colleeted rightly, he proposed to save
$10,000 in expenses. It was possible
to carry that sort of thing tou far,
however, and diminish the care of the
road to such a point as to render it no
longer very sate. e understood the
trackmasters, the most important ele-
meilt as respects safety, were very con-
siderably reduced, lessening the means
of preparing and warning against acci-
dents. The other day he lcarned a
rail was tound broken on the Sackville
iron bridge—an iron structure thirty
or forty feet above the water—which
might have occasioned a sorious acci-
dent. This proved the necessity of
extreme vigilanee and an adequate
stuft of road guardians. He made those
remarks in ull good feeling, without
any desire to embarrass the Govern-
ment or discredit the action of their
employces in any way, but for the
good of the road, in the interests of
which he thought a change in the
tarift should be made. (ILear, hear.)

Hox. Mr. ALEXANDER observed
that he bad, upon more than one oc-
casion, endeavored to show that tho
policy of operating any of the railways
as Government works was one which
could never be satisfuctory; was u
policy which, the longer it was tried,
would be found to be most embarrass
ing to cvery Govornment, and to be
fraught with great cvil, Now, in re-
gurd to those railways in the Maritime
Provinces, he thought that the Gov-
ernment had pursued a very wiso
course in appointing Mr. Brydges, a
gentleman who had been so many
years chief manager of both the Great
Western and Geand Trunk Railways,
and who was admitted on all sides to
pssess larger railway experience than
any other person who could be namaod.
They were very wise to avail them-
selves of his sorvices to oxercise the
whole management of those consoli-
dated lines, and he trusted that no
effort would now be made to prevent
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the practical suggestions of so able a
railway man being carried out in their
entirety.

Hon. Me. DEVERsaid that, hearing
New Brunswick so frequently men-
tioned in this debate, he felt called on
to submit a few remarks in corrobora-
tion of thestatements of his hon. friend
from Colchester, who had brought thiy
subject befove this Llouse—a gentle-
man, he should say, whose knowledge
on this question it could not be denied
was of & very practical and extensive
natare, so much so, he thought, that
his lacid mode and voluminous calen-
lations must present him at once to this
House as an authority on this afiunir of
undoubted worth, e would farther
say tha: his arguments bad struck him
so forcibly in accounting for the falling
otf in the receipts of the road during
the corresponding months of this year
with those of fast, notwithstanding the
inerease of tarift inaugurated by Mr.
Brydges, and amounting to twenty-five
cents, that he would relate a circum-
stance to hon. gentlemen which came
under his own obscrvation at St
John, that could explain, he thought,
why the earnings of the road had not
advanced as expected from the higher
rates of charges previously mentioned.
He refurred to the cxtensive rolling
mills somo distance from St. John,
an ostablishment of large proportions,
involving the carriage, as every gen-
tleman knew, of great quantities of
cernde and manufactured iron to and
from the city, and which, under the
oid tariff, he had reason to believe was
conveyed by rail, but which, during
the p:esent winter, was drawn on sleds
by such a number ot horses that it was
quite difficult to accomplish the ordi-
nary travel on that thoroughfare, and
from which circumstance he could
readily believe in the falling off in
traffic all along the route, as shown by
the hon. momber for Colchester. In
conclusion, he was, however, rather in
favour of making public works pay a
moderate commercial profit by judi-
cious concessions to local wants, in-
stead of putting everything under cast

“iron rates, and he trusted that the
Government would see to this matter
with as little delay as possible.

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE said the
House must be indebted to his hon.
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friend (Mr. McLelan) for the able way
he had brought this subject before it.
Indignation meetings had been held
along the line in reference to this new
tariff. Atits inception the trafic of
the road was impeded from end to end.
IIe wouid do Mr. Bfydges the justice
to say that when he found this was
50, he moditied it to an extent that, so
far as through traffic was concerned,
it gave considerable satisfaction, But
untortanately the local traffic tariff was
not adjusted, and it was there the great
dissatisfaction existed. It was well
known that it was never intended the
roads in Nova Scotia should be a pay-
ing specalation.  The Governments of
Nova Scotia und New Brunswick, un-
like private railway companies, looked
to indirect and not direet return. It
was found that along those lines in-
dustries sprang up in all directions,
thus benetitting the inhabitants and
the general trade. This increased the
consumption of dutiable goods and
afforded the Government large returns
for its investment. e doubted not
that many reductions made by Mr.
Brydges were required, and, so far,
this suited the people of both Provin-
ces. DBut in springing this tariff on
the country, he had shocked trade and
dried up manufactures, driving off in-
stead of attracting business. ~He be-
lieved with the member for Cumber-
land (Mr, Dickey) that tho tariff would
drive the people from the road to their
boats. The hon. gentleman went on
to deny a charge made in another
Chamber as to vernment having
given a contract at the Spring Hill
Mines, through favouritism.. He was
the president and knew that, so far
from this being the case, Mr. Brydges
made a hard bargain, the best for tho
Government.

Hon. Me. HOWLAN-—Did M.
Brydges report against the Spring Hill
Road?

Ho~n. Mr. MACFARLANE was un-
derstood to reply he did at first, but he
would do him the jastice to say that he
did think it was from the causcs assign-
ed in another place. The coal he re-
ceived was from a part of the mine not
well developed then; butsince a better
section was rcached and the product
substituted. He stated he was deceiv-
ed at first but satisfied afterwards, when
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he found the coal answered his purpose.
He (Mr. McFarlane) hoped the Govern-
ment would, in the interest of the
country, modify this tariff.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN was understood
to compiain of the increase in the
freight on Prince Edward Island fish,
from sixty cents to $1.50 per barrel from
Shediac to Boston, which would break
up an important trade. e condemned
this result as unjust and unreasonable;
and this appeared at a time when the
cars ran empty. The change was sud-
denly made at an inconvenient time.
The hon. gentleman gave instances of
losses to merchants and others from
this disturbance of the old arrange-
ment, and went on to notice an idea in
the minds of Western men, that there
was a great deal of corruption in the
Maritime Provinces, that since Confed-
eration a great deal of Canadian money
had been diverted thither, for such
as corrupt objects. He scouted such
notions as baseless. e was glad to see
the Spring Hill coal suited better on a
second trial, and that the fuss made
about it had ended insmoke. (Laugh-
ter.) Ie hoped that when their little
Island railway got into running order,
this Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
tariff could not be imposed upon it.
That was the taritf existing when the
farce of opening the railway was gone
through. A Dbarrel of fish, pork or
beef cost more for carriage from one
end of the island to the other than
Wwould send it by steam from the island
to Boston. Hedenounced as unreason-
able the notion that Lower Province
Tailways should or could sastain as

eavy tariifs as those of Massachusetts,
With its large population, the manufac-
turers for the Western States. e cen-
Sured the sending down of Mr. Brydges,
or any other person little acquainted
With the Maritime Provinces, torudely

reak up their commercial arrangc-
ments of long standing. He was sur-
brised the Government had not given
& proper notice. Such would have
veen the course of any Ministry anx-
10us for the well-being of the country.
Men with great power should bo care-
ful how they used in dealing with tho
rights and principles of others. The

on. gentleman next noticed the sus-
Picions  connected with the recent
mansigécmcut of the Lower Province
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roads, paying a warm tribute to the
ability and integrity of Mr. Carvell,
against whom, he was sure, not a little
of criminality could be proved, as a
few days’ investigation would demon-
strate.

Ho~x. Mr. NORTHUP said, living
as he did at the end of the road, he
might be allowed a few words on this
subject. Halifax, last year, built three
large vessels. All the materials were
brought over the railroad. Under the
present tariffy he was quite sure
they could not be built to advantage.
We loaded several ships with cargoes
of timber, but with the existing tariff
that would be impracticable, and so
with many other articles. It was
really a novel scene he witnessed him-
self this winter, several trains coming
to Halifax with the produce of settlers.
1t never occurred before since the rail-
way was opened.  (Ilear,hear.) How
was this, he asked? They answered,
we can’t take the cars; if we pay the
tariff we have little left for ourselves.
The interests of the country along that
line of railroad were completely para-
lysed. The owners of various - manu-
factories had said—we must shut down
our works. e thought the old tariff
would be more productive than the new.
Something was due to the Maritime
Provinces in this matter. He assured
the Government there never was an
Act that, created such intense dissatis-
faction as this one. The people were
irritated at the interests struck down
by it. It is said we all have our hob-
by horses, and he thought his hon.
triend from Woodstock had for his the
Intercolonial. His total given as work-
ing cxpenses included a portion of
the cost of the construction and
equipment of the railway. But, much
as the Canadian cuanals cost, he
might tell us of their great advan
tage in tending to build up the coun-
try. So with the Maritime rail-
ways. lle wanted to sec the Maritime
Provinces become what they should;
he believed they had the resowicss o
become the manufacturing scction ot
the Dominion. They had all the neces-
sary clements, but if their trade was
paralysed they would fail of a ttaining
their proper and natural position.
This was a matter well worth the
attention of the Government, which,

Railway.
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ke hoped, would take early action to
remedy the present grievance. MHe
was satisfied they might by returning
to the old tariff. As to special rates,
ou can’t well draw the line. Noth-
ing would satisfy them so well or prove
80 beneficial as going back to the
former arrangement. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. DICKEY rose to correct
the figures of Hon. Mr. Alcexander,
who put the deficit of the Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick roads at $953,-
745. The hon. gentleman had made a
serious mistake ; of that amount no
less than $443,000 was due to con-
struction account.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—I admit
that.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I understood
my hon. friend would not admit it. He
spoke merely of revenue and expenses.

Ho~n. Mr. MILLER—I corrected
him last year on the same subject, but
he won't stay corrected.

Ho~N. Me. DICKEY read from the
public accounts, showing that the total
ordinary deficit was $408,000, instead
of $953,000.

Hoxn. Mr. ALEXANDER—Whether
really the amount is placed to con-
struction account or revenue account,
it comes out of the public treasury
(Crics of oh ! oh 1) 'I‘Ee large amount
of deficit one year and small another

have to be averaged over a period of

years.

Ho~n. Mr. WILMOT was surprised
to find his hon, friend from Woodstock
(Mr. Alexander) reviving a statement
he had made last year, which had been
shown crroneous. He (Mr. Wilmot)
protested against mixing up the ac-
counts of the Intercolonial Railway

proper, which work was a portion of

the agreement at Confederation, with
tho local railways in New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia, which represented
the debt upon which they entered the
Union. The Federal Government took
off those local lines the engines and
rolling stock to use in the construction
of the Intercolonial, and wore them
out, charging the new plant to the
roads. 'To mix up construction account
with running account, which had been
done, was all wrong. He could con-
firm the statement that this new tariff
had caused the farmers, for 50 miles
outside St. John, to bring their pro-
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duce to that market in their sleds and
carts rather than take the railway.
Those railroads were built in New
Brunswick to develope its resources—
were simply iron rivers directed
through sections without water com-
munication. When the Local Govern-
ment had the management ot those
railways they not only paid their ex-
penses, but rut a surplus into the
treasury.  Whether the Dominion
Government had managed them in the
same way or not, he was not prepared
to say. The effect of sending M.
Brydges down had in some cases been
very beneficial ; but he could only say
that gentleman’s tariff was entirely
unsuited to the purposes for which the
railway was built. It went to dam up
the river instead of encouraging traffic
over it. Whether the hon. gentleman
from Woodstock knew his statements

Railway.

were incorrect or not, he was not pre-
pared to say. He (Mr. Wilmot) had
always declared the Intercolonial,

where located, was a downright im-
position; that a shorter route to the
sea might have been chosen, at asaving
of fiftcen millions of dollars. M.
Brydges was oné of the Intercolonial
Commissioners, and was supposed 1o
be the most practical man connected
with it, from his long management of
railroads previously. They had seen
the investigation into section five and
othermatters connected with that road.
Was it the Commirsioners who carried
on that work ? If o, Mr. Brydges was
one of them. Ile (Mr. Wilmot) was
astonished at some of those investiga-
tions. Mr. Brydges, no doubt, was an
able man, but it surprised bim, aftor
the attacks made upon that gentleman
by organs of the Liheral and Reform
party,thut a RetformGovernment should
have employed him to look after the
interests of” the Government railways
in the Lower Provinces if they believed
in those charges. (IHear, hear, and a
langh.) He knew little and caved little
what was said about him or any other
official 80 long as their duties were
properly fultilied, but could not help
expressing surprise at this appointmont
under the circumstances.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN thought it was
unfortunate the public accounts should
have been construed by hon, gentlemen
and others in such a way as to produce
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the impression of a deficit of $959,00)
in connection with the Lower Provinces
railways. This impression had led
Government to increase the tariff.
A very large portion of the amount
quoted by the hon. gentleman from
Woodstock went towards the comple-
tion of the Intercolonial, which was
opened before finished.  Several bran-
ches had been built, and two or three
miles ot snow sheds, the cost of which
had all been saddied on the  Intercolo-
nial ordinary expenses. The sum of
$275,000 could not be charged to veve-
nue cither, being for steel rails, rolling
stock, and so forth. After making
these deduetions, there was a deficit of
only $132,102. He repeated that a
correct statement would show a gain
on those roads for the year of $190,000.
He admitted there was no abler man
in the Dominion than Mr. Brydges,
and none better fitted to get to the
bottem of an irregularity. (Hear,
hear.) 'The speaker went on to point
the deficit in connection with the dif:
feyent canals, and said he did not object
to it, recognizing they were also in-
tended to build up the country, though
they did not now pay working ex-
Penses. If one part did not pay an-
other would; it was the same with
railways, which rendered great benefit
to the trade of the country. He claimed
1t was unjust to disturb a railway taviff
that was paying revenue and all legiti-
Mate working expenses. Ninety-three
and a half per cent. of the traffic on
the road was local, the average distance
freight was carried being something
like fifty miles, so special or through
rates did not afford the relief needed
3 they veached hut six per cent.

How. Mr. BOTSFORD corroborated

€ statements of the last speaker as
to the etfect of the tariff, and urged
that a tariff could not be raised beyond
& certain point without bringing in the
Competiticn of water routes. If this
road were trausferred to aprivate com-
pany to-morrow they vould not enforce
the present tariff. Persons had lately
erectedbuildings for the accommodation
of the stream of travellers by the high-
Way to St. John, the railroad losing
this business, The very modifications
Tade by Mr. Brydges, with the sanc-
tion of the Government, showed the
tariff could not be enforced.  There
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should be no special rates for any in-
dustry or class.

Hon. Mz. WARK thought the tariff
ought to have a fair trial. He did not
think hon. gentlemen were justified in
saying the tariff would fail, and drive
off traffic; a few months' trial were
necessary at least.

Ho~n. Mr. DICKEY--1t has had
three now.

Ho~. Mr. WARK—Three months of
the most unfortunate season of the year.
We never had so unfavorable a winter.
When the hon. mover spoke of a line
throngh the wilderness, he should re-
member he opposed a route through a
peopled district, to reach this very
wilderness, where there never was and
never would be a population. The
(rovernment to ascertain the prospects
of this line sent an officer to examine
it from one end to the other, or hun-
dreds of miles. The result showed
that if the Commissioners had set their
wits to work to discover the best
method of avoiding a way traffic, they
could not have succeeded more effectu-
ally. He was prepared to prove this.
When that bad branch was built it was
only a feeder. Although branches did
not always pay expenses, as separate
undertakings, yet they were necessary
as feeders, and assisted on the whole.
We had heard a great deal about
widespread dissatisfaction with the
tariff. ~ How would the support
of one portion of, Nova Scotia, Cape
Breton, go? Had there been any indig-
nation meetings there about this tariff ?
(Laughter.) He did not know if the
hon. mover was justified in speaking
for New Brunswick ecither. When in
this Province we commenced building
railwayz, one was constructed through
one of the most wealthy and populous
counties of the Province, which did not
cost its inhabitants a dollar. Another
rich county was equally benefitted.
The people of Ontario and Quebec had
another way of proceeding, bwlding
roads by municipal contributions and
private investments, but after all this
the people were willing to bear such a
tarift as would pay the interest on the
bonds.

Hon. Mi. SCOTT—(Hear, hear.)

Hon, Mr. WARK—But in New
Brunswick the people in the counties
that had no railroads wore taxed as
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heavily as those who had them. After
many a long, cold, disagreeable drive,
he was always glad to reach a railroad
and pay his two cents a mile. InNew
Brunswick we were taxed already a
reasonable taviff for travelling--we in
the counties without railroads—while
those who had them asked us to pay ano-
ther tax for their roads. All those pub-
lic works should pay revenue expeuses
and a margin of their cost, that ought
to be the general principle. He did not
object to the special arrangements so
much complained of. A large customer
was entitled to more consideration than
a small one. Special arrangements
were, in many cases, desirable. He was
not afraid of favoritism, moreover. If
such public works—he did not touch
the tariff question—did not pay their
working expenses, the Government
should dispose of them.

Ho~n. Mr. MILLER strongly de-
nounced the habit of some of grossly
exaggerating the cost of the working
of the maritime railways. The hon.
%entleman trom Colchester (Mr. Mc-

elan) who was better acquainted with
this question than any other hon. mem-
ber, had given a plain statement from
the public accounts, showing that the
working portion of those railways for
the past, had, at the outset, only
cost the country in running expenses,
$132,000, with a prospective increase
of revenue likely to turn that deficit
into a surplus. It was most reprehen-
sible, in face of facts like these, appa-
rent to all who examined the matter, to
strive to create the impression that the
Lower Province railways entailed upon
the Dominion a loss of nearly a milEon
a year. (Hear, hear.) He believed
the Government acted wisely in obtain-
ing a gentleman of known ability and
experience to go down to the Maritimo
Provinces to inquire into the work-
ing of these railways, aund place
them upon an efficient, honest and
economical footing—(hear, hear)—be-
cause he was of opinion that during
the past year a system of mismanage-
ment, inefticiency and extravagance did
prevail in the conduct of those public
works, and the appointment of a man
like Mr. Brydges was both wise and
proper. He (Mr. Miller) understood
that the reforms he eftfected had met
with the approval of she large majority
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of the people of Nova Scotia. With
regard to the tariff, he was not pre-
pared to say how wise or unwise, just
or unjust it might be ; but he perfectly
agreed with the hon. gentleman oppo-
site (Mr. Wark) in the view that the
discontent prevailing in Nova Sco-
tia prevailed in those quarters where
it should least exhibit itself. (Hear,
hear.) Having described the ma-
ritime railway system, the speaker
said that they had been all built
at the public expense before Con-
federation, except the line from Truro
to Moncton; end the whole eastern
section of Nova Scotia, including Cape
Breton, with 200 miles from any por-
tion, was taxed as much as the people
enjoying the railways. It was they
who were making all this noise about
increasing the tarift, while the othcrs,
more than half the population, were
not clamouring at all. (Hear, hear.)
By approaching the Government rea-
sonably, and showing if they had a
grievance, they would be more likely
to geta just consideration of their case.
He hoped the Government would con-
gider the representations as to a large
number of industries all along the line
having been started on the faith of the
old tariff, and being now threatened
with ruin. Doubtless, some of this dis-
content had no foundation, but a por-
tion had. He hoped the Government
would grant a tariff calculated to foster
our industries and promote the develop-
ment of the resources of the country—
one that would give confidence and
satisfaction to the people.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said he had no
objection to the papers coming down.
He quite agreed with the hon. gentle-
man behind him (Mr. Wark) when he
said it was idle to discuss this question
with only two or three months’ experi-
ence of the trafic. Duaring those
months the traffic of all the railways
in Canada, also Grand Trunk and Great
Western, had fallen off, and the same
was the case as regards the Northern
States. Having replied to the remark
of a previous speaker, respecting a
lumberman thinking of discharging
all his men, that it would be wise 1if
nearly all would restrict operations till
the market improved. Mr. Scott said
the hon. mover woukd have done much
better had he given illustrations, so far
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a8 Canada was concerned, as to the
nature of this new tariff. Had he given
us the tanff on roads entirely built by
the people themselves, he (Mr. Scott)
thought that hon. gentleman would
have found that the present tariff of
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia was
lower than that of any railroad in On-
tario. He thought it in the interest of
those Provinces to diminish the very
wide gap that existed between rovenue
and expenditure on those roads. It
was the interest of every section that
there should not be too large a deficit
on our public works. Mr. Brydges,
the best man that "could have been
selected, had cut down the expenses of
those roads $75,000 in six months.
Was not that in the intorest of the
Maritime Provinces? Other improve-
ments had been made.

After some further discussion the
motjon was carried.

WESTERN ASSURANCE COMPANY.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MILLER,
the bill to amend the Act incorporat-
ing the Western Assurance Company,
and to extend its powers, was read a
second time, and referred to Commit-
tee.

BRITISH COPYRIGHT BILL.

The House went into Committee on
the Bill entitled *“ An Act respecting
Copyrights,” which was reported witi
the amendments of the Select Commit-
tee, which were agreed io. The Bill
was then read a third time and passed.

CANADA CAR COMPANY,

The bill entitled “ An Act to amend
the Act incorporating the Canada Car
and Manufacturing Company,” was
read a second time. :

The House then adjourned.

Friday, March 5, 1875.

The House met at three o’clock.
PROHIBITORY LIQUOR BILL.

A large mumber of petitions were
:]E),resented, praying for the passage of a
rohibitory Liquor Bill.
SECOND REPORT OF PRINTING COMMITTEE.
Hon. Mr. DICKEY -presented the
second report of the Committee on

Reporting and Printing.
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THE LAND PURCHASE BILL.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE moved
that an humble Address be presented
to iIis Excellency the Governor Gene-
ral, praying that His Excellency will
cause to be laid before this House
copies of any correspondence which
may have passed between the Govern-
ment of the Dominion and the Local
Government of Prince Edward Island
relating to a bill passed by the Local
Legislature of that Provines, to be en-
titled the Land Purchase B 1l of 1874.
In moving for this Address he did not
mean to cast blame on either the Local
or General Government or any individ-
ual proprietor in this quest on, but he
simply wished to get pape-s and cor-
respondence relating to the tenure of a
large area of land in the Province of
Prince Edward Island. He craved the
indulgence of the House while he ex-
plained the circumstances uder which
this tenure had arisen. e would
promisc that Prince Edward Island
was chiefly an agricultural Province,
and the whole ol this islard was dis-
posed of more than a centw-y ago in a
single day in the City of Loadon, Eng-
land, by lottery, just as in this City o1
Ottawa, jewellery, plate andvrorks of art
were disposcd of daily—thus the land
of a Province was alienated. Certain
conditions were imposed uson the re-
cipients of the land, whicl had been
very imperfectly fulfilled. They com-
prised, among others, the payment of
a certain amount of quit rent, from two
shillings up to six shillings per hun-
dred acres. Krom the non-fulfillment
of these conditions had arisen a state
of things in that island which had
cansed a continual agitation from its
first settlement up to the present time.
At the time he first referred to the
colony of Prince Edward Island was
attachel to the Province of Nova Sco-
tia, and about the year 1770 the pro-
prietors of the land on the island pro-
posed to the Imperial Government that
they would undertuke the payment,
out of the quit rents held by them, of
all the expenses of a Liocal Government,
if the Imperial Government would erect
a separate Government in the island.
After this Local Government was es-
tablished, these quit rents wero some-
what commuted ; the payment of some
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of them was anticipated anl others
were retarded, and often they ware not
paid at all.  Consequently, in 1779, it
became necessary for the I'nperial Go-
vernment—even in the first year the
Local Government was establishad—to
place a sum on the Imperial estimates
to support a Government in Prince
Edward Island, and that sum hal been
annually granted ap to a comparatively
recent period, when what is knewn as
Responsible Gove -nment was establish-
ed there. No sooner had the tirsi Local
Government been ecstablished than
some of the very first acts of the As-
sembly were directed toward an effort
to induce the proprietors either to per-
form the conditions of their grants or
else have them cancelled, that the land
might revert to the Crown. Bvery
offort which the people's reprisenta-
tives had made in that divection had
proved fruitless. In 1833 the collection
of the quit rents; was ordeved to be
suspended, and a land tax was imposed
in lieu thereof, which countinues up to
the present time. Upon the establish-
ment of representative Government in
1851, the poople’s representatives be-
gan to pnrsue a different course. They
then endeavoured to acquire tho land
by purchase, and passed an Act to en-
able the Lo al Government to treat
with the proprietors and to purchase
the estates at wholesale at a vate not
toexceed five shillings sterling per acre.
The Local Government purchased about
550,000 acres of land from the proprie-
tors atan expenditure of something over
halfs million dollars in doing so. Some
of the estates were of vast extent—
that of the Cfunard family comprised
an area of 212,000 acres, and cost the
Island £53,000 stg.—and quite 1 num-
ber comprised 50,000 or 60,000 acres.
In process of time it was fourd that
this method of acquiring the estutes by
purchase was too slow to meet the ox-
pectations of the people, and was onthe
whole ineffectual. All the proprietors
who were willing; to dispose o their
estates had offeved them for sale, but
there remained a certain number of
other estates whose owncis refuzed to
lgart with them on terms which could

¢ accepted by the Local Government,
Sevoral of the Exccutive Governments
of the Province had made it their busi-
ness to send circulars to the proprie-
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tors inviling them to offer their estates
for sale, and those invitations had been
refused in almost every instance. Un-
der these circumstances it became
necessary to devise some other remedy,
and, with this object, the Government
in 1867 or 1868 passed an address to
the Sccretary of State for the Colonies
in order to ascertain whether his sanc-
tion would be given to theintroduction
in the Local Legislature of a measure
to compel the proprietors to dispose of
their lands upon just and equitable
terms. He was proud to be abletosay
that it was vever intended by the peo-

‘ple of Prince Edward Island, of late

years at all events, to obtain the land
by any unjust or improper means.
They weve prepared to pay every shil-
ling which could fairly be demanded,
but their object was to abolish the
tenuve, which was inconsistent with
their position as British subjects in
America, and incompatible with their
position in the neighbourhood of the
other colonies, whose land was held
in frechold. He knew that gentle-
men from Ontario would sympathise
with himself and his friends when
he told them that there was not one
single acre of public land thus
held on the island which had
not first been obtained from the pro-
prietors by purchase. The Executive
Council placed the case of their country-
men before the Secretary of State in
the most forcible language they could
command. His Grace the Duke of
Newecastle, then Secretary of State for
the Colonies, was not disposed to con-
sidor their claims favorably. He stig-
matized the proposal as a direct
appropriation of private property.
However, His Grace’s tenure of office
was short, and before a year had passed
he was succeeded in office by Lord
Granville. The Exceutive Council
addressed Lord Granville, and though
they were again met by a refusal, that
refusal was not considered quite so
emphatic as the last. His despatch in
reply contained a passage which, as it
was short, he would take the liberty to
read. The request of the Executive
Council was that he would advise Her
Majesty to sanction the introduction of
a measure to apply coercion to the
proprietors who were not willing
to sell their estates. The reply
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of his Lordship was as follows :—

¢ Downing street, March 13th, 1869.

‘“ Earl Granville to the Administration of the
Government of Prince Edward Island :

s ¢ « Having regard to the evident
nncertainty whether the colony of Prince
Edward Island will or will not soon unite itself
to the Dominion of Canada, I am not prepared
to enter on the consideration of a question with
which, if such union were to ensue, the Imperial
Government would cease to concern itaclf.
The land question, therefore, should, in my
opinion, be left as far as possible for the decision
of those who, under the altered circumstances
of tke colony, would have to carry into execu-
tion any measures connected with it.”

He was not prepared to criticize hig
Lordship’s despatch very severely;
however, he must say that he thought
it was rather an unstatesmanlike pro-
ceeding to make his sanction of the
compulsory measure sought for con-
tingent upon the entry of the Island
into Confederation, thus abandoning
its cherished constitution. In conse-
quence of that despatch, the question
had been remitted from the Colonial
Office to the Government of the Do-
minion of Canada. Prince Edward
Island had now become a member of
the Confederation, and in consequcnce
of this despatch ail measurcs iclating
to colonial land in that Province, in-
stead of going to the Colonial Office, had
to be referred to Iis Excellency the
Governor-General in Council. 1n this
respect the people of that island enjoyed
a privilege they never had before.
While they were a detached Province,
their representations to the Home
Government had been treated with
contumely, but now their representa-
tives had an opportunity of standing
upon the fioor of this Senate, as well as
in the other House, and making their
wishes known where they were likely
to be treated with respect.. Ile was
not going to condemn the Dominion
Government for rejecting the bill passed
by the Locul (rovernment last year,
but he had the best reasons for wishing
to know tie grounds upon which that
bill was rejected, and the grounds upon
which the Government had refused the
- application oi" the people of Prince

Edward Island. At present an area of
about 400,000 acres in that Province
remained in the hands of proprietors,
and a large portion thereof was occu-
pied by tenants, many of whom were
poor and far in arrear with their rent,
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and this state of things would continue
until yower was given to the Local
Legislature of regulating this question,
and to this end it wus most desirable
that eflective measures should be adopt-
ed with the least pessible delay. It
was for this reason, therefore, that he
wished to know upon what grounds the
bill passed at the last session of the
Local Legislature of' Prince ldward
Island for the settiement-of the land
tenure of that Pr-vince, did not re-
ceive the assent of the Governor Gene-
ral of Canada. He could assure the
House thut the Legislature of that
Province had fairly done its duty in
this matter. It had passed laws which,
as far as they went, were highly effi-
cient. Under these laws, about 550,-
000 acres of land had been purchased
and resold on freehold terms, and for
these cstates nearly half a million of
dollars had been paid. But as they
could not acquire the remaining land
by any voluntary measure, they had no
resource except to pass a compulsory
law. 1t had been no small satisfaction
to gentlemen concerned with the for-
mer management of the local affairs of
Prince Edward Island, to find that the
three principle features of their meas-
ure regarding the land tenures had
been closely adopted by the Imperial
Parliament in the case of the Land-
lord and Tenant Act of Ireland. He
did not anticipate that any opposition
would be raised to the production of
the papers asked, and concluded by
moving for the address.

Hon. MrR. HOWLAN remarked that
his hon. friend, the mover for this ad-
dress, was himself a proprietor of land
and wus therefore in a condition to
judge of the difficulties under which
the terants were labouring, and as he
wags also willing to sell his estate for a
fair sum the House must admit that he
was a competent judge of the ‘merits
of the case. 1t was also to be remarked
that tha hon. seconder of the motion
was likewise a proprietor of land. It
was therefore satisfactory to know that
a change was coming over the spirit of
the dreams of the proprietors of land
in Prince Edward Island, and if] after
their experience, they were willing to
dispose of their lands, this Government
should have no hesitation in permitting
measures 10 remedy the grievance com-
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plained of. When the Province entered
the Confedoration a sum of money was
placed at the disposal of the Local Gov-
ernment to cnable them to free those
lands. A bill was passed, not for the
purpose of taking away the land from
those prop -ietors, but to compel them
to reccive a compensation ior their
land. Thi» bill had been disallowed
by the Dominion Government, and
though he aad no doubt that the Gov-
ernment hul good reason for their
action in tl is matter, still he should be
glad to see the papers brought down,
ag at present he was quite unable to
imagine wtat those reasons were. In
the Dominion we found prevailing a
system of free lands, free farms, and
annually large quantities of land were
nominally ;siven away in frechold to
the settler, but the state of things pre-
vailing in Prinee BEdward Island were
such as rcudered it very difficult to
carvy on the Government satisfuctorily.
There was nother class of proprictors
which werc 1ot to be found anywhere
else in the Dominion. A large portion
of jthe lani hud been granted away
upon what is ealled forty year lcases,
and parties from England, Ireland and
Scotland hud taken out such leaxes.
In many cwoes that forty years wore
now expiring, and the temants were
suffering great hardship. The first
settlers and their sons and daughters
who cleared the forests and built the
homesteads were 310w passing away,
and their children were liable 1o be
driven aw:y without being able to
obtain any remuncration for the work
done by their fathers in improving the
lands. In consequence of this a great
many youn ; men had been driven from
the Province to seci their fortune else-
where. Bu now that the Island formed
part of the Confederation the people
came to the Dominion Government
asking to je permitted to make their
land free, as it is in every other part
of the Dominion, and they confidently
anticipated the assistance of the Do-
minion Government in rogulating this
long standiag grievance.

Hon. Mg, HAVILAND suaid, al-
though ho had not been consulted by
his hon. friend who had made the
motion for laying before this Chamber
the correspondence between His Excel-
lency the Governor General and the
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Local Government of Prince Edward
Island, in reference to the bill passed
in 1874, for the compulsory purchase
of land in Prince Edward Island, still
he would like to say something upon
the question. He would suggest that
his hon. friend’s motion should be
amended, because as now placed in
the hands of the hon. Speaker it would
not go far enough, since it merely
asked for the correspondence betwecn
the Governor General of the Dominion
and the Local Government of Prince
Edward Island, whereas there was
other correspondence that he was offi-
cially aware of, between Lord Carnar-
von and the Governor General of the
Dominion, and also numerous petitions
and protests from the proprietors of
Iand in Prince Ldward Island, and
therefore if his hon. friend intended to
take further action in the matter, he
ought to have the whole correspond-
ence laid before this Chamber, because
the bill had been disallowed ‘in conse-
quence of’ protests and objections made
to it by proprietors in Great Britain.
1t appeared the matter had also occu-
pied the serious attention of the Govor-
nor General. Whilst conducting that
correspondence, he was requested by
Lord Carnarvon not to act specifically
by an exercise of the prerogative, but
to consult with and be guided by the
Privy Council of Canada, and upon the
advice of that Council the bill was dis-
allowed. It would ill become him (Mr.
Haviland), either as a member of the
Provincial Government, or from the
position he now occupied in this House,
to criticize or to find fault with the ex-
ercise of that prerogative on this mo-
tion. As to the bill itself, he presumed
it would be revised in the Province of
Prince Edward Island, and probably a
new bill would be framed, with the in-
tention of doing away with the objec-
tions taken to the first bill by the Go-
vernor General in Council. He under-
stood that the principal objection was
that the court constituted by that Aect
in which the estates of proprietors were
to be valued, was too radical in :is con-
stitution, although in the Ley:slature
of that Province he himsell iad as-
sented to that bill, as well as his hon.
friend who made this motion, Thisland
teaure difficulty had been a great ob-
stacle to the opening up of the resources
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and prosperity of that colony. The
granting away of the whole of the lands
in the olden time of King George LI,
and in large blocks of 20,000 acres to
non-resident proprietors, had been a
heartburn and a sore to that colony
ever since 1773. As Prince Edward Is-
land had now become part and parcel
of this Dominion, the pcople there were
not obliged to send their {:ills to Down-
ing street, where it was believed the
proprietors exercised a sort of undue
or backstair influence. At any rate,
up to the present time the Govern-
ment of the Province had utterly
failed in bringing the remaining
proprietors to terms by voluntary
sale. Prince Edward Island had
an area of 1,300,000 acres, if he was
correct, and at the present moment
about’one-fourth of that area was in the
hands of proprietors who were opposed
to selling their land. There was some-
thing in the air of America which ren-
dered & man exceedingly averse to
being a tenant for 999 years. He likes
to own a plot of ground that he can
call his own, whether it be a few acres
or a large tract, without running any
rigk of being turned out of house and
home for not paying a year’s rent.
When a man goes into the forests of
America, and turns the howling wil-
derness into a garden, it was contrary
to reason and to the spirit of freedom
of America that he should hold that
land or that homestead, liable at any
moment, if there happened to be an un-
fortunate year, and the crops were
short, to be turned out under a writ of
ejectment, and to lose the hard labors
of a lifetime. But that had, to a cer-
tain extent, been remedied in the case
of forty years’ leases by a bill passed
two or three years ago, after a great
struggle, and which was assented to
this autumn. But the only way of ob-
taining the remaining lands was by
Oompulsorz purchase. That was a
matter which would have to be set-
tled, and the difficulty was to
Create a court that would give con-
fidence to the tenant on the one
hand, and preserve strictly and fairly
the rights of the proprietors on the
other. The court which it was propos-
ed to establish for the valuation of
these remaining estates was to be con-
Btltutltgd in this manner: the Local
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Government was to selett one arbi-
trator, the proprietor was to select
another, and the 1wo arbitrators
were to select a third; and in
case they could not agree within a
cortain time in the nomination of
a third arbitrator, he was to be
nominated by the Supreme Court.
When that bill was going through
the Lincal Legislature a large party in
the Province were opposed to giving
the Supreme Court the ultimate power
of nominating the third arbitrator.
They thought the Supreme Court
would be too conservative, and would
have too strong a bias in favor of the
E:oprietors. Yet, when that bill came

fore the Dominion Government, the
grounds upon which it was disallowed
was that the Supreme Court would be
too apt to sympathize with the tenants,
to the prejudice of the proprietors. This,
he believed, was sufficient proof that at
least the bill was not unjust towards the
proprietors on the one hand or the ten-
ants on the other.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE said the
only objection he had to amend his mo-
tion as suggested by his hon. friend was
that it would delay the production of
the papers. It might be very desir-
able to have Lord Carnarvon'’s ?;spatch
on the subject, but he did express the
hope that the Governor General and
their advisers would never allow them-
selves to be influenced in coming to a
decision on this subject by the ex parte
statements of the proprietors.

Ho~x. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST said the Government had no
objection to the production of the
papers asked for, and he thought that
under the circumstances it was better
to have all the papers connected with
this question. If the House only asked
for the pa%ers and correspondence con-
nected with this question which passed
between the Government of Prince
Edward Island and that of the Domin-
ion, very little light would be thrown
upon the subject. He, therefore,
thought it was desirable to have also
the correspondence that had taken
place with the Home Government on
the subject, so that the matter might
be brought to a settlement.

HoN. Mz. HAYTHORNE gaid he
would consent to amend his motion so
a8 to include the despatch of Lord Car-
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narvon and the correspondence of the
roprietors of land in Prince Edward
slund and the Governor General.
The motion as thus amended was
then adopted.

SENATOR F. STER'S RESIGNATION.

Ho~n. Mr. READ said, before the
orders were called, he would like to
ask a question. e saw by the report
of the proceedings in the other House,
that an hon. gentleman holding a seat
in the Senate had taken a contract from
the Government to build the Georgian
Bay branch of the Pacitic Railway. He
would ask the Government if such was
the case. He réferred to Senator Fos-
ter and wished to know if he had re-
signed his seat in thix House.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said the
Government were quite prepared to
answer this question, though they cer-
tainly could not approve of such a
mode of proceeding as had been adopt-
ed by the hon, gentleman, in rising to

ereate a debate upon a question of

which no notice had been given.  Such
a proceeding was quite contrary to the
rules of this House. Still he would
not like to preclude discussion, and
though no notice had been given of the
uestion, he would answer that Senator
‘oster had really resigned his xcat.
Hon. Mr. READ was proceeding to
speak upon the conduct of the Govern-
ment in awarding the contract, when
Hon. Mw. HAMILTON raised the
point of order, and affer some dixcus-
sion the Speaker ruled that the hon.
gentleman was out of order since there
was no question before the House.

THE PATENT ACT.

Hon. MR. LETELLIER introdi cad
a bill to amend the Patent Act of 1872
—80 as to extend to inventors in the
Province of Prince Edward Island the
same rights and privileges as are
extended by the Contederation Act to
those taking out patents of invention
in the other Proviuces. He explained
that among other small changes was
one to define more perfectly the time
within which an inventor shall have
the privilege of renewing his right to
a patent; also better to defne in
what manner small articles slall be
marked, so that they may be mp.arked
b'ly the package instead of by the arti-
cle.
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The bill was read the first time.

THE PETERSON DIVORCE BILL.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS, scconded by
Hox. Mr. LEONARD, made the
various formal motions requisite 10
bring the motion for a second reading
of the bill entitled—¢ For the relict of
Henry Wiilliam Peterson "—before the
House, which. were carried on a
division.

Hox. Messrs. BELLEROSE, BAIL-
LARGEON and TRUDEL made some
observations to mark their disapproval
of the principle ot'divorce, on religious
and social grounds, and demanded on
the motion for second reading, ti.at the
vote be taken,

Hox, FRANK SMITH said he was
at a loss to know how (o uct in this
matter, holaing the views he did on
the subject, but as gentlemen bad
called for a division on the motion for
the second reading of the bill, he desired
to explain his po-ition to the Ilouse.
In regard to the teachings on this snb-
jeet of the Catholic Churel, to which
he belonged, he stood in the samo
position as the hon. gentlemen who
had just preceded him. But in the
presont case he thought he had o
right to interfere. When a petition
comes 1o this House from a Protestant
asking for « divorce, they, as Catholics,
who did not believe in divorce, accord-
ing to the teachings of their Church,
could not conscientiously vote tor it;
yet, he thouyght, speaking for himselt,
that it was improper for any Catholic
to come here and deprive uny Protest-
ant gentleman of the right of petition
to this Iowe for a bill of divorce.

i They were tau_h* to beliove that the

marriage bond could not be broken,
and that what God had joined tozether
no man could put asunder, and though
they were taught this and believed it,
and though they had a right to vote on
the question, still he did not think
that, becaase they had a right to »it
here, they should give their voice to
deprive a Protestant of the right ol
petition, and to come bere and be re-
lieved; and if' his case was tried beforo
a court of justice he could challenge
them for their position on the subject,
but here he had no right to challenge
them. Therefore, he (Mr. Smith)
would say that it was not becoming in
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them as Catholics to interfere in this
matter in any shape or form. He
took that ground on his own responsi-
bility, and held that Protestants should
be allowad to legislate as they pleased.
No Catholic comes to this Court by
force, because he was warned by his
Church that he never conld come be-
fore this Court. He believed they bad
no right whatever to c(bstruct this
logislation, for they would be inter-
fering with the law of the land and
forcing their veligious opinions upon
the Senate This was the ground he
took on the question, and, if' it was
forced to a vote, he should leave his
seat, bocause, though mnot voting
against it, he could not conscientiously
vote for it.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER said a
§eneml feeling had aiways prevailed
n this House on the part of wur col-
leagues of another creed that our
opposition to such bills was not in-
tended to override the law but to mark
our conscientious feelings. The Ca-
tholic members had no desire or inten-
tion to invade any rights of their
fellow-members in a matter of this
kind. (Hear, hear.)

On motion for second reading, the
vote stood thus:—

ConteENTs.—ITon. Messrs, Aikins,
Archibald, Benson, Botsford, Christie
(President),  Cochrane, Uornwall,
Dickey, Dickson, Ferrier, (lasier,
Hamilton (Kingston), Haviland, Hay-
thorne, Holmes, Kaulbach, Leonard,
McDonald, McLelan, McMaster, Mac-
donald, Macfarlane, = Macpherson,
Montgomery, Northup, Odell, Penny,
Read, Seymour, Simpson, Skead,
Sutherland, Wark, Wilmot.—34.

Nonx-ConteNts.—Hnon., Messes. Ar-
mand, Baillargeon, Bellerose, Bureau,
Chaffers, Chapais, Chinic, Cormier,
Dumouchel, Fabre, Girard, Guevre-
mont, Letellicr de St. Just, Paquet,
Ryan, Scott, Trudel, Wilson.—18.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS then moved that
the bill be reforred to a Select Com-
mittee, composed of Hon. Messrs,
Campbell, Dickey, Vidal, Wilmot,
Cornwall, Read, McDonald (Toronto),
McMastor and the mover, of whom
five to form a quorum, to report there-
on with all convenient speed, with
power to send for porsons and papers,
and that the witnesses appear
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‘before the said Committee.—Carried.
The House then adjourned.

1)

, Monday, Murch 8, 1875.

The Speaker took the chair at three
o'clock.

PROHIBITORY LIQUOR LAW BILL.

A large number of petitions were
};\resented in favor of the passage of a
rohibitory Liquor Law.
REPORT OF PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE.

Hox. Mz, MILLER presented the
ninth report of the Committee on
Standing Orders and Private Bills.
The Committec reported favorably on
the bill entitled *“ An Act to incorporate
tho Canadian Gaslight Company,”
which was thereupon read a third time
and passed.

THE CIVIL SERVICE IN P. E. ISLAND,

Hon. Me. HOWLAN said he had
the honor last year to lay before the
House the subject of the Civil Service
in Prince Edward Island, and to make
some strictures on the policy of the
G)vernment in reference thereto.
From the promises he then received,
he expected there would be no further
ground of complaint, but it appeared
that such was not the case. A short
time after he left for Prince Edward
[sland the Surveyor of Shipping was
removed. Clearly satisﬁe«F that the
promise given by the Government was
not in vain, he (Mr. Howlan) wrote
the following lctter to the Hon. Mr.
Letellier, in Angust, to give them an
oppnrtunity of explanation :—

¢ AusertoN, P. E. 1., Aug. 10, 1874.

“Dgar Sir,—I have recently been much sur-
prised to find that all the Harbor Masters
throughout this island have been removed,
whilst in a majority of cases very incompeient
men have been put in their places; also more
recently with the appointment of a Surveyor
of Shipping 1n the ﬁlace of the highly compe-
tent gentleman who has for some time past
filled that office.

“J am unwilling to believe that you would
permit a departure from the promise you gave
the Senate that ‘no officer of the Civil Service
should be dismissed except for misconduct,
incapacity, or just cause.’

¢ Will Kou please, therefore, be kind enongh
to state the reasons for such dismissal, as above
alluded, and oblige

“Yours respectfully,
“ Ggo. W. Howraw.
“ Ty the Hon. Lu¢ Letellier De 8t. Just,
Minister of Agriculture, &c., &o., Ottawa.”
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He had received no answer to that
letter. After waiting till November,
he again forwarded a copy theneof,
suprosing that the former had been
mislaid, to which no answer had been
received. He thought it his *duty,
therefore, to give the present notice of
motion., 'We had the promise in this
House of a member of the Government,
which, so far, was worth nothing. The
leader of the Government in the other
branch of the Legislature distinctly
stated that no officer would be turned
out except for misconduct or incapa-
city. Yet after all those declarations
he found that three Collectors of Cus-
toms were turned out in Prince
Edward Island without any reason
being given therefor; also, Harbor
Masters, the Surveyor of Shipping, the
captain of the dredge boat and several
preventive officers. Those officers ne-
cessarily complained of the broken
faith of the Government, particularly
as they were not aware of having im-
properly conducted themselves, but, on
the contrary, were more assiduous in
their labors than heretofore, and had
no reason, from anything which fell
from their superiors in the island, to
believe for a moment their services
were not duly performed. How, then,
comes the broken faith with those
men, or is the Government affairs
leftin the hands of some little petty
clique there, who are thus placing
the Government in a false posi-
tion, I fear the Government in this
matter, as of last year, are being im-
posed upon in the same manner that
they have been in the matter of the
winter steamer. Let me take one case
as a specimen. Captain Henry Mutch,
commander of the dredge-boat, is a
ﬁ)ung man, who acted in the capacity of

arbour Master at Charlottotown for
some years past, having a porfect
knowledge of not only that harbour,
but the different harbours of the island
where the boat might be employed.
At a moment’s warning he receives
his dismissal, and a man by the name
of Benjamin Williams appointed in his
place, who, although a very good man
in othor respects, yet totally incapablo
of getting the boat underweigh, or
piloting to the mouth of the harbour.
Now what is the consequence; from
that day forward the boat has per-
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formed no service. Again, there was
the Surveyor of Shipping, Mr. Long-
worth, in every way a competent man,
he was removed for what reason I am
yet unable to learn, unless it was to
make room for a brother-in-law of one
of the supporters of the Government
in the other House. On yesterday
another removal was made in the per-
son of Mr. Griffin, the Dominion Mes-
senger at Charlottetown, as he learned
by atelegram just received. He might
go on detaining the House with other
equal flagrant cases, but he would de-
sist, as enough had been shown to prove
the fact that Prince Edward Island was
made the political slaughter-house of
the Dominion against the practice pur-
sued in all the other Provinces. There
was another matter that he wished to
touch on which was the salaries re-
ceived by the Custom House Officers
in Prince Edward Island. Now if any
department more than another should
be well paid it was the Custom Depart-
ment of any Province, but more par-
ticularly in a Maritime Province com-
ing recently into the Dominion. He
did think that they ought to be paid as
much as at comparative places in New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Cape
Breton. Ihave no hesitation in stating
that from the head of the department
down to the lowest, the salaries allowed
are inadequate, and will not bear com-
parison with other places. Up to the
time I now speak, although the Island
has formed an integral portion of the
Dominion since July, 1873, I am in-
formed that the Collector of Customs
at Cascumpec has received but the
paltry sum of $47 per year, whereas
under our Local Government his salary
amounted to about $300., At the port
of Summerside, the second port of im-
portance in the Island, the Collector
only received the same, whilst his
subordinates, appointed more recently,
received from three to six hundred dol-
lars. There is no honourable gentle-
man can say this i3 just and proper.
It looks like a cowardly attempt to
starve these men into resignation,
They have given their services to the
department, performed their dutios
faithfully without a word of complaint,
and I repeat it is a disgrace to the
Government to rotain what they have
justly earned. He did not bring this
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matter before the Government for the
purgoso of annoying them, but merely
to show that wrong has been done, and
he trusted that they would receive
their commission without delay, as well
as all their back pay. Before he sat
down, he would, in connection with this
subject, call the attention of the Gov-
ernment to the building of a Marine
Hospital at Charlottetown. In 'this
Dominion it is well known that all ves-
sols pay a tax of two cents per ton,
which goes into a fund for the erection
and maintaining of suitable hospitals
at the different sea ports. When the
island entered the Dominion, the offi-
cers necessary for this work were
appointed, but up to this time no
suitable hospital had been erected.
The Government last year appro-
priated, and I have no doubt in
good faith, two thousand dollars to
erect a Marine Iospital at Souris,
and I have no hesitation in saying that
I believe it to be a misappropri-
ation of public money, inasmuch as
Charlottetown being the largest sca-
port, the hospital should be there, as it
15 casy of access by railroad from
nearly every port in the island. 1 also
notice in this yoear's estimates the sum
of $1,500 to ercct another hospital at
Charlottetown. I would suggest to the
Government that both sumns be put to-
gether and expended at Charlottown.
I trust that the papers will be placed
on the table with the consent of the
House, and that the House will take
such action as will prevent this undue
interference in the Civil Sorvice
throughout this Dominion; and to this
end 1 beg leave to move that an humble
Address be presented to 1lis Excellency
the Governor General, praying that
His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House, a full and complete
return of all dismissals from, and ap-

ointments to, the Civil Service in

rince Edward Island, as well as the
salaries attached thereto.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH hoped the
papers asked for by his hon. friend
would be brought before the House
soon enough to allow hon. gentlemen un
opportunity to discuss them. e (Hon.

r. Kaulbach) had himself obtained an
address some weeks ago in reference to
dismissals from the Civil Service in
Nova Scotia, and during last week he
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had expostulated with the Government
against further delay in producing the
papers. Ho thought it must be evident
that the Government were not desirous
of justifying their conduct, and that
they feared the expression of this
House on their actions, otherwise the
papers could have been on the table
weeks ago.

Hon. Mg. SCOTT had no objection to
an address going up in this cuse, and
he thought his hon. friend would find
that what the Government had stated
last year they had tried to carry out.
No changes were contemplated in
Prince E&ward Island unless good
cause was shown that it would be in
the interests of the public to make
them. Hon. gentleman would all re-
collect that the subject was very fully
discussed last year before Prince Ed-
ward Islacd came into the Confedera-
tion. With the change of Government
took place some changes of officers.
The Government thought the fairest
plan would be to divide the ofticers be-
tween the two rival parties in the
island. At the time he made the state-
ment in this ITouse he was under the
impression that this plan had been fully
carried out; but he had been misinform-
ed, and it was owing to this that fur-
ther changes in the interest of tho

ublic were not made. 1is remark was

ased on tho assumption that all the
changes had been made, whereas, in
fact the changes at that time had re-
ference to only one or two departments.
Since that time a few changes had
taken place, but the assurances given
by this Government to the hon. gentle-
man had been fully carried out. He
(Hon.Mr.Scott) held in his hand a paper
containing a memorandum of all the
changes made in the most important
"branch-—the Customs Dapartment.
And here be remarked that one of the
grievances of his hon. friond was that
these men had been paid very small
salaries. He (Mr. Scott) asked hon.
gentleman to consider the number of
employees in the Customs Department
—not less than fifty for a population of
10,000. If these men were paid
salaries corresponding to the salaries
paid elsowhero, it would swallow up the
revenue from that island. If these
salarios wero compared with the usual
.salaries of Collectors throughout the
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Dominion, no sufficient reason would
bo found to justify larger salaries on
the island. Insome cases iarge salavies
had been paid at ports where no
entries were made. 'The hon. gentle-
man, unfortunately, always had some
terrible grievance against the Govern-
ment, and ho (Mr. Scott) feared it
was  hopeless 1o satisty his hon,
friend that the Government meant to

. . i
do what was right and preper in the
At least one gentleman from |

malter.
that island did not hold the same views
as his hon. friend.  When the papers
came down he hoped his hon. friend
would be able to point out the particu-
lar cases to which he takes exception.
As far as the Customs Department was
concerned, he was guite prepared to
give any explanation desired.

Hox. Mr. HOWLAN assured his
hon. friend that he (Mr. Scott) had
been misinformed. as he had stated,
and again last year he wasmisinformed.
To particularize, he wouald ask why it
way that the Custom 1louse officers at
Casco Bay and Summerside had not
received their salaries ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—What are their
names ?

Hoxn. Mr. HOWLAN—Robe:t Gor-
don of Casco Bay, and Charles W,
Strong of Summerside.

Hox. Mr. SCOTT said as fur as
Robert Gordon wus concerned, he was
a sub-colicctor, and had beein appointed
by the Local Government.

Ho~. Mr. HOWLAN rejoined that
the Local Government’s appointment
had been contirmed.

Hon. Mr. LUTELLIER DE ST.
JUST said his hon. friend had alluded
to letters sent to the Government in
relation to this matter, to which he had
not received an answer. He (Mnr.
Letellier De St. Just) had reason to
believe that such lettors had not reach-
ed his office, as he had searched in vain
for them. It was thoe invariuble prac-
tice of the office to answer all letters
addressed to it. With regard to the
futal case of small-pox which his hon.
friend said bad occurred through the
negligence of the Foderal officer, he
believed that oflicer had nothing to do
with it, and that it was a case for the
local authorities.

Hox. Mr. HAVILAND wished to
correct the Minister who had last,
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spoken in relation to the case of small-
pox. 1t had proved fatal on account
of the gross negligence of the Dominion
doctor. At least, it was in consequence
of a conflict of jurisdiction between the
doctor of the Marine Hospital and the
docter of another hospital, that the un-
fortunate sailor referred to had pe:-
ished,

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER DR ST.
JUST said the Customs officer should
have looked after this matter, and if it
appeared that he had been remiss in
his duty, he would be reprimanded.

Hox, Ma. HAYTHORNE said the
sailor had lost his life for want of a
proper hospital building, and not from
neglect of the medical officer, who, he
believed, had taken the best care possi-
ble of his patient. He procecded
briefly to criticise some-of the state-
ments of the Hon. Mr, Howlan, and to
defend the policy of the Government
in relation to the Civil Service on that
islaral.  Ilo believed the changes had
been made with as little wrong doing
as the cirenmistances admitted.

Hox. Me. HOWLAN replied, after
which the motion for the addiess was
carrvied.

BRITISH COLUMBIA STEAMSIIP COMPANY,
Hox, Mr. MACDONALD, of Vie-

toria, suid—Althoigh there is no im-
meliate hurry for the papers for which
I proposs to ask, yet 1 think it as well
to move for them now, betoie annibila-
tion overtakes this Honorable House,
and we are numbercd among the things
of the past. We cannot help noticing
to some extent what is going on in the
other branch of the Loegislature touch-
ing this House. [, like many other
honorable gentlemen, care little per-
sonally, whether the mode of constitu:-
ing the Senate be altered or not, but I
do care, and do object to any constitu-
tional safeguards being swopt away
without being replaced by something
better, and I do objeet to very infants
in the science of politics attempting to
deal with a great constitutional que:-
tion for no better reason than the
gratifieation of a whim or hobby, and
this leveiling and change attempted by
pigmies in intellect and grasp, com-
pared with our most able and advanced
statesmen who framed the Act of
British North Amorica—an Act based
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on principles of justice and due repre-
gentation to the diflerent Provinces,
an Act now sought 1o be rent asunder
by inserting the thin end of the wedge
ot Republican aggression.  During tho
debate on this question in the other
House. I wus specially favoured by
a member alluding to myselt. If
that member should be a  dema-
gogue, and an  egotistical  torpedo,
likely to explode on all sides, and

injure himself’ more than his cne- !

mies, much canuot be expected of
him. If he is known to hace strong
communistic tendencies and be tond ot
change, and unot being able to change
anything clse, changed his own name.
still tess can be expected, 1 can atford
to forgive that hon. member for any-
thing which he may say, smarting as
he does from being m the cold shades,
without influence, power or patronage,
astracized and  shunned by his col-
lengues and former friends, awl left to
troad the careth alone. Iwill not pursue
this sabject furtherat present, but
move, scoonded by M. Cornwali:—5,
That an humble address be presented to
His Excelleney  the Governor General,
praying that lis Exceolleney will cause
to be iaid before this House il corres-
ponddence of letters (it any) between
the Dominion Government and the Bri-
tish Columbin Steamship Company, rel-
ative toa subsidy for ca: rying the mails
between San Francisco and Victoria,
Hox. Mr. CARRALIL (Victoria),
supported the motion in a tew liymo -
ous remarks, designed to litt the Senate
out of its sombre mowl, and manifest
not on 'y its useluluess in the legisia-
tive ceonomy, but its wit and spirit. It
was necessary to do so after the de-
pression produced by the paintil pic-
ture of the mistortunes ot Prince -
ward Island, just drawn,  (Laughter.)
e objected to proceediugs or debates
taking such a sad-iweed tarn as to give
any groand to scolfers sneering at this
House as a chamber of monumenits,
or a living tomb.  (Hear, and iaugh-
tein) It was ali very well to bave a
fling at the Government on any qass-
tion.  Governments, like shuttic-cozics,
were made to be kicked at.  Be thisas
it might, tho vontract tor this stewm
service had been woll bestowed, the ve-
cipients giving general satisfaction,
Motion agreed to.

D wise of obtaining a Hansaid,
question whether there should e a
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SENATE HANSARD.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY moved the con-
sideration of the second report of the
Select Committee on publ shing the
debates of the Scnate, He went on to
say it would require some instructions
from the House if this report was to
be practically acted upon.  They had
received proposals for printing, puh-
lishing and  binding a Hansaid, Lbut
did not feel justitied 1n calling for ten-
ders tor veporting il the House had
decided upon the propriety or other-

The

Hansard and whether the Committee
should prepare tor it now, were the
material points  before  the House.
With regard to the tirst, he bad no very
strong opinion one way or the other,
As 1o the secoud, arrangements ought
to be made, at the close of the present
session, ut all events in good time, so
that at the commencement of another
sexsion we should not be in the position
we oceupied at the early purt of the
present session, (Ilear, hear.)

Hox. Mu, MACPHEURSON, after
explanations off the report had been
given, wegad arrangements for the re-
porting, next session, before the pres-
ent closed—say by the end or middle
of next week.  (Hear, hear)

The motion was carried.

SIXTil REPORT OF PRINTING COMMITTEE.

Hox, Me. SIMPSON presented the
sixth report of the Comuittco on
Printing, and moved it to be taken into
conzideration on Wednesday. Carricd.

The House then adjourncd.

Tuesday, Murch 9, 1873,
The Iouse opened at three o’clock.
TIE MARINE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPIS BILL

Iox, Mz, SCOTT nmoved the second
reading of the bilf to rogulate the
coistruciion of Marine Flectrie Tele-
geaphs. o proceeded to explain the
bill as one coneceived w give the wid-
est possible privileges to all companies
formaed or to be tormed with a view to
working cables through the bed of
the Atlantic Ovean, or betweun any
two Provinces of the Dominion. The
clau-es, trom three to thirteen, simply
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provided the machinery for companics
acquiring lines, and with reforence to
lines incidental to the working of main
lines. It is provided that such com-
panies as railway companies, when
their schemes involved the erection of
lights and buoys at the occan, should
have the approval of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries. The twelfth
clause rogulated the mode in which
meossages were to be sent, namely—
in the ordoer of their reception, under
certain penalties; and no preferencos
were to be givon, except, as in the
thirtecnth clanse, which p('ovided that
any messages in relation to the ad-
ministration of justico, Government
mossages or despatches, should always
be transmitted before any ordinary
message. The fourteenth and fifte nth
clauses were those which had excited
comment and agitation. This measure
was introduced into Parliament last
year, way carried through the Com-
mons, but opposed in the Committce
of the Senate. Counsel were heard on
behalf of the company, whose interests
wore said to be affected by this bill,
It was alleged the company had vested
rights which the bill threatened to
take away. The bill was finally re-
ported 1liy tho Committee, and passed
in this Houso on a division. The Gov-
ernment, however, in consideration of
the private rights urged, had the biil
reserved for Her Majosty’s approval.
A correspondence thon took place be-
tweoen the Governments of Canada and
Great Britain with reference to the
Royal assent, the result being a des-
patch from Lord Carmarvon, stating
that the bill was ontirely within the
jurisdiction of the Parliament of Cana-
da. It was now introduced as a
Government measure, having passed
through the other branch. Before the
large and competent Committeo of the
other House, a representative of the
Anglo-American Company was heard
on its behalf, and, in some degree to
meet the views he there expressed, the
Government were induced to modify
the main clauses of the bill. The
changes referred to the question of

compensation for any rights disturbed .

by its provisions. The legal question
had been referred to & Committee of
efficient lawyers, inclading Sir John A.
Macdonald, Hon. Messrs. Blake and
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Fournier, and Messrs. Moss and Mous-
seau, who considered the legal point
that the bill encroached on the vested
rights of this Company. It was said
those rights were acquired under cer-
tain legistation in Nova Scotia years be-
fore Confederation, and included rights
directly or indirectly obtained by a
fusion with a local telegraph company.
The Sub-Committee’s report showed
they were unanimously of opinion that
the Nova Scotia Company had no such
rights or powers claimed. On the
second point, the same Committee de-
clared they were unanimously of opin-
ion there was not any colour of right
capable of assertion in a court. There
might be, by reason of acquiescence or
the action of the Government, a colour
of right capable of assertion in a court
of Newfoundland, to compensation, in
caso the 14th clause was put in force
against them. The Committee recom-
mended a clause should be inserted,
providing that nothing in the Act
should deprive the Company of any
right they might have to such com-
pensation. On the unanimous report
of that Sub-Committee, the bill passed
in the other llouse without dissent.
With reference to the clause protect-
ing the rights of the Anglo-American
Company in the matter of damages or
compensation, there was before tho
other branch a bill giving power to
any individual to fyle a petition of
right against the Crown in any caso
wherein he had a claim other than
against the Public Works Department.
A similar bill was introduced into the
Englizh Parliament.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Is this a
Government Bill ?

Hon. Me. SCOTT replied, Govern-
ment sanctioned it though it was in
the hands of Mr. Irving of Hamilton.
The points that arose under the present
bill were involved in clauses fourteen
and fifteen. The object of that pro-
vision was, that, assuming the Anglo-
American Company failed to come in
under the provisions of the bill, or set
it at defiance, then the Government
would not enforce its provisions until
satisfied that ample provision had been
made for the accommodation of the
people of Canada in reference to cable
messages, by another line or lines.
That provision would protect ‘the
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Anglo-American Company to some
degree, assuming them not disposed
to work their lines under the bill. He
was not sure the bill of last year was
as broad as the present. The fifteenth
clause was onc the "Anglo-American
Company more particularly complained
of. ‘i‘he hon. gentleman now referred
to the formation of the New York and
Newfoundland Companies in 1854, for
the purpose of connecting America
with Europe. Newfoundland was re-
uired as a most important point, to
shorten the distance betwoen the coast
of America proper and Europe. The
promoters applied to the Government
of Newfoundland for subsidies and ex-
clusive privileges, which were granted,
by an act conferring the exclusive right
to land cables on the Island for twenty
yeoars, at which time it was within the
power of the Government to purchase
the company’s wires, plant and other
property. Some hundred square miles
of land were also l%wen as subsidy. A
similar Act passed by the Nova Scotia
Logislature in favor of that Company
was disallowed by the Imperial Gov-
ernment on the ground of its confer-
ring exclusive rights, not considered in
harmony with the spirit of this age.
Now, the company, so far back as 1858,
were fully aware of the views of the
Imperial Government on this import-
ant subject—that it did not approve of
a monopoly in telograph communica-
tion between this country and Europe.
Before disallowance, the New York,
Newtoundland and London Telegraph
Company had landed its wires in Nova
Scotia, made arrangements with a local
company that was not disturbed. That
Act was not regarded in any other sense
than ag depriving the company of cx-
clusive rights. It did nat scem’to have
one on to obtain exclusive rights to
and on the Nova Scotia coast. The first
wire failed, but subsequent efforts prov-
ed successful, and the Com anlg went
into operation. Then came tﬁxe rench
and the Anglo-American Companies,
and these three united and formed a
very powerful corporation. We heard
they represont a capital of seven mil-
lions sterling, but the actual value of
the assets was not probably more than
six per cent. of that amount, the com-
any having watored their stock to a
gezgx_kmt before or after the fusion.
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When the twenty years terminated it
was assumed the Newfoundland Gov-
ernment would terminate the mounopoly.
The eifect of this notion was to stimu-
late the formation of other and rival
companies. In the correspondence be-
tween the Government of Newfound-
land and the Direct Cable Company,
they were given to understandp the
plicy of abolishing the monopoly
would be followed; but that had not
been done. The only thing Canada
could do was to intimate that unless
the old company %ive up their exclu-
sive rights in Newfoundland, they
should not land their wires on our
shores. They had no exclusive rights
in Canada whatever. They were notified
before thq fusion that it was not in the
spirit of British policy to authovize or
][)‘reserve a monopoly of this kind. The
‘rench and Anglo-American Companies
that united afterwards were perfectly
aware they had no exclusive privileges
in Canada. It could not be urged, then,
that we were doing anything militat-
ing aga'nst their interests, knowing as
they did that at any time Canada
might actin a way to involve the