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These Days of Plots

\F can scareely pick up a newspaper these
Od;,_n without being confronted with the dis-
covery of some plot.

On October 18th the papers very seriously inform
us that the ex.Kaiser of Germany talks loud enough
to a personal friend so that a cross Atlantic news-
paper serviee agent has no difficulty in over hear-
ing the whole plot. It will be remembered that not
« long ago this terrible Kaiser was to be hung
publiely n England or somewhere, but perhaps
Lloyd George or (Clemenceau got mixed up in some
plot by which it was discovered this ‘‘scapegoat’’
was not such a public nuisance as his detractors
imagined. At any rate, basing our deductions from
newspaper methods, there must have been some
plot somewhere. Everything is done by plotting
nowadays. The greatest “plot’’ of all, though, is
the Social Revolution. This is the mos! dire plot of
all history. In fact, the press gives one the im-
pression that the revolutionary stage upon which
we have entered is a regular epidemie of plots break-
ing out in a sort of ‘“Red’’ rash, accompanied by
homb  explosions and fiery illuminations around
huildings, holding cotton, sugar and such like com-
wodities that evinee a falling tendeney in their price
relations with other comodities. The terrible plots of
lLenin and Trotsky to overthrow a system that we
all allegedly desire perpetuated will prove a verit-
ahle mine of humor for the moving picture producers
of the future. No doubt we shall hear of the great
plot in connection with the British coal strike be-
fore many days, despite the fact that publicity has
not heen withheld as to the causes bringing about
this erisis in British industry.

It must always be borne in mind these days that
our newspapers are organized for propaganda. The
forees of the State have to be presented to the peo-
ple as the saviours of society. There is always a
menace, either from without or within. When there
is a menace from without it is the danger of en-
croachment from another State,—a foreign nation.
T‘Nlﬂ.\‘ such a menace is trade competition, which
is naturally backed up by foree in the event of a

"hf'“"""“- If there is a menace from within it is
evident that it is the people confined within a terri-
tory under the sway of a certain form of State

Power —republie, empire, &c. To call upon the

forces of the State to ‘“save’’ society implies some
one or some group that feels a need of protection
frf\m some one or some group that menaces it.
Where there is no feeling of insecurity there is no
ﬁhn,'”."‘“- as a rule. It also becomes noticeable that
it is “society’® that is threatened according to the
In other words, it is always pre:
sented on the surface as though the failure to suc-
tor the oppressed was sure to be a calamity of a
Jvidently the police force are not
g " that
save' society periodieally must be utilized. Now,
::::‘ :."""-(‘-u.are made up of human l.wings..\\'hn are
hno:\R n-:. up in the confines of a certain u-,.-mm._\. im-
envir with ‘de_ﬂ“ of .varinua kinds, depending on the
diti onment in which they live and work, thg tra-
itions handed down from the past, and with a
:‘l‘n‘ln; or less ability to adjust their movements to
orces that impel them to hang on to life. The
:::::‘itn;vy' the police, the judiciary, &e., are all
trol fe from the people of the country. The con-
of such human forees that must be used to sup-

Sereams for help.

social nature,

sufficient,—the other forces of the State

‘llrdcr. Before the days of popular education this

the old social order—Property, Family, Religion,
Order—society. must be saved against the ‘‘ enemies
of society.’’

The whole trouble with these so-called plots is
that they are discovered by those who imagine them.
The great plot discovered in Canada to usher in a
revolution will go down in history as a remarkable
proof of the ‘‘law of double disecovery’’ in the realm
of political science, on the condition that it can be
shown that this wonderful discovery of plots for
social revolution has originated without collusion on
the part of those who made the same discovery in
other parts of the world. It may happen in the
future that those who fail to sell their stories to
critical publishers on the strength of weak plots may
be consoled by the faet that every modern State
now possesses Home and Foreign Offices where such
fietion may be sold at a handsome figure, on the un-’
derstanding that the author waives all objection
to international copyright, and providing that some
other employee has not already divulged a similar
plot. The essence of a plot is secrecy,—the details
of which are confined to a fey. A social revolution
cammot be seeret,—it is a public and- general oeeur-
rence—not a matter of days, but of years. Its
growth is gradual, but none the less perceivable to
those who see. To those who did mnot notice its
growth, its reality may cause them (who imagine
it was a fiction) to look around for those they think
responsible for the plot, to scare them.

There is one peculiar thing about developing a
plot and that is that the end in view becomes ap-
apparent. A social revolution cannot be accom-
plished by means of a plot to change the framework
of society behind the back of socjety, i.e., against
the wishes of society. Any plots, real and imaginary,
could only be confined to a few individuals, and the
secrecy necessary for a plot eannot have a wide-
spread effect of suficient power to induce a social
movement unless backed by a force at least equal
to the forces to be overthrown, or able to affect
other forces to give the plotters sufficient power to
threaten the likely opposition. The so-called plots
in vogue through competitive business operations
bring into operation forces that the individuals
scheming behind the backs of society at large do
not anticipate. The causes of the resulting condi-
tions are vague to the general mass, and this mass
moves along the line of least resistance. The in-
stability of social conditions only indicates that
something has gone wrong with the social mechan-
ism. Not knowing what the trouble is, those who
feel uneasy as to the development may turn to plots,
but such efforts are futile. A knowledge of the
machinery is necessary to know what to do, and if

frv are involved. A great proportion of the execu- the damage is irreparable the machine is replaced.
e positions are filled from the ranks of what is The understanding of this fact brings into play the
called the Middle Class. They always considér necessary activity to attempt the solution of the
themselves the «sgaviours of society,’’ and what bet- problem. Imaginary plots are simply an indication
ter function can they perform than at the head of of fears bred by ignorance, and it must be admitted
salvage corps in the wreckage of the storm of 1914- there are also those who profit by exploiting these
1918. They have been navigating for some time, fears. The fate of plots to overthrow a social order
and when everything appeared to be going all right in Russia, which did not have the backing of a suf-
with the antiquated charts they went by, they prided ficient social force, are worth consideration by those
lves on their wisdom and farsightedness, but who depend on plots for development. Plotters
now with mutinous crews aboard and a strong sea have eventually to come into the light of day and
around, what can it mean but a plot,—a distardly woe to those whom the darkness deceived.

“Red’’ plot, for above the turmoil the singing of The present attem.pt to get away from the effect
the ‘“‘Red Flag’’ is heard. Out with the slogans of (Continued on page 8)

press other human forees within a definite territory
must be in the hands of those who can distinguish
the “‘real’’ eries for help and so send the required
It is also desirable that the individuals
sent in vast numbers on punitive measures do not
question the sanctity of their mission,—Law and

assistance.

was very simple. Things have changed somewhat of
late vears. The missions of the State powers have
been somewhat tarnished to such an extent indeed,
that an individual holding high office in any branch
of the State service is suspected of having sacri-
ficed his personal honor in some way—in popular
parlance, he has been bought or sold, as the case
may be. That the latter statement is not an ex-
aggeration the reader can compare the popular
esteem in which the following names were held some
vears ago to what prevails today: Lloyd George, in
Rritain: Clemenceau, in France; Sir Arthur Currie,
in Canada; Premier Hughes, in Australia. The
corruptivegpowers of capitalism are directed with
special force on its executive state functionaries,—
and those are the ones who feel the necessity of
“gaving'® themselves, or rather *‘society,”” which
means for them their masters and themselves—nat-
urally the most important part of society to them.
On the other hand, the individuals who are to be
suppressed and whose clamor has developed into
threatening proportions, come into direct collision
with the powers of suppression. As these are all
human beings, the reciprocal actions of suppressing
and being suppressed are bound to have an effect on
the peoples involved. The competitive wage sys-
tem has placed at the disposal of capitalist States
an army and navy that are generally recruited in
large numbers during periods of industrial depres-
«ion. It therefore brings into the forces of State
repression many men who have had their hopes de-
stroyed in the industrial system. The econseript
svstems of Europe helped to cover up this disturb-
ing feature to the individual brought up in a State
that had always to be prepared for invasion. It is
obvious that such an army is a dubious factor in the
event of civil war. The inseeurity of the lower paid
employees in government service is somewhat sim-
ilar to the industrial wage worker, and the fact that
attempts are made to throttle any political activity
in the ranks of government employees, is sufficient
evidence that the growth of intelligence and under-
standing is not a prerequisite for State employment.
Loyalty and understanding are not birds of the
same color.
The overthrow of the State, however, must ap-
pear as a tgoeial’’ calamity. Not only the posi-
tions of the higher functionaries but all the smaller

themse
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Economic Causes of War

Article No. 15.
QHE two great schools of thought which con-

l front the people of the civilized world today

are Imperialism and Soecia'ism. Although
theyv are diametrically opposed to each other, they
haveé some things in common. Both schools agree
that Natiomalism is dead or dying. Before going
any further, it may be wel! to arrive at the mean-
ing of the word Imperialism. The Oxford Dietion-
ary gives the best definition of Imperialism of all
the dictionaries 1 have examined. It says: *"Im-
perialism is the extension of the British Empire
where trade needs the protection of the flag.”” It
has been stated by many speakers that trade fol-
lows the flag, but my close study of history has
convinced me that the trade advances ahead of the
flag, henece I agree with the definition of the Oxford
Dictionary.

Mr. J. S, Ewart, K.C., of Ottawa, one of the best
historians in Canada, says in his *‘Kingdom Papers,™”
No. 2, page 32, **British Imperialism in its relation
to the British North American Colonies has always
bheen based upon the ideas of profit, I now proceed
to prove.”” Mr. Ewart divides up Canadian history
into three periods, namely:

1st.—“From the beginning to the advent of Free
Trade or say to the eighteen forties, British Imper-
ialism was based upon the profit derived from
trade.”’

2nd.— ‘From the eighteen forties to the eighteen
eighties there was very little British Imperialism,
shecause there was very little profit.”’

3rd.— ‘Sinee the eighteen forties, British Imper-
ialism has become enthusiastie and exigent, because
of the military as we'l as the commerdial profit that
appeared to be im it.”” . . . . “The European na-
tions did not as a mere pastime fight for colonial
possessions. They wanted profit.”’

In the first period the mother eountry prohibited
the colonists from engaging in manufacture, using
them to promote home trade. Mr. Ewart says that
Free Trade removed the monopoly in the second
period and British Imperialism waned because the
colonies eeased to be profitable. He does not mince
matters, for on page 43 he says: **Nations must be
governed by self-interest.”” And on page 46: ‘‘The
reason for the extraordinary change in British Im-
perialism since 1897 is easily explained. In 1897
the Canadian Parliament gave to British manufaec-
turers, preferent‘ul’trcatment, with respeet to cus-
tom duties, all the other colonies followed the lead.
British Imperialism quickly and enthusiastically
responded.”’ . . . . ‘"Added to the trade-profit came
the new desire for the more important war profit.”’
. . “‘Sinee 1897 British Imperialism had found
plenty of nourishment and its growth has been
phenomenal. The sentiment that is in it-is founded
upon substantial profit.’”” Mr. Ewart, replying to
eriticism says, page 89: ‘I know that, until very
recently, the United Kingdom had no love for us.
I know that Canada was treated as a dependeney
as long as she was of ecommereial va'ue; that she
was told to ‘break bonds and go’ when her com-
mercial value ended, and that only since she has
appeared to be willing to furnish trade profits and
able to supply wilitary assistance, has effusive af-
feciton been lavished upon her.”” On page 90: ‘‘The
sight of trade profits and war profits has worked an
extraordinary change in the last twenty-five years.
Half-breed eco'onials are now ‘Overseas British
guests and kinsfo'k.’ It is the turn of the Canadians
to smile.”’ That is the view of one of Canada’s out-
standing K.C.’s on international law, and probably
one of the best historians in the Dominion.

One of the principal causes of the economie frie-
tion among nations and behind war is the fear of
countries without access to convenient ports in
their own eountry, a condition which might hamper
their trade, not only in transit, but also by tariff
walls. This is one thing that made Germany un-
easy, because she did not possess the mouth of the
river Rhine, and as I pointed out in an earlier arti-
cle, a mueh similar situation obtained in Serbia’s

desire for a port on the Adriatic Sea, and a'so in
Russia not owning Constantinople for an all-year
port. Modern Imperialism aims at the political eon-
trol of all backward countries by the great capital-
ist governments of today, for the purpose of secur-
ing for their respective ecapitalists the security of
industrial enterprises which they may establish in
those backward countries. Also to insure raw ma-
teria! for the home industries and a monopolistic
market for the finished product of the home exploit-
ation; and the exploitation of native labor in the
newly aequired territory. J. 8. Ewart, as | have
pointed out, says that Imperialism waned with Free
Trade.

British capitalism became pacific after the devel-
opment under the factory system as the ideas of the
Manchester school of Free Trade became dominant.
When the change came to renew Imperialism, it
was not because as Mr. Ewart says the removal of
profits, but as Boudin says in his ‘‘Socialism and
War,”" capitalism had entered its Iron Stage. Mr.
Ewart dates this change from 1897. In 1895 Joseph
Chamberlain entered the Cabinet representing
Birmingham. Birmingham is the headquarters of
i€ iron and steel industry, therefore iron and steel
hecame represented in the powers of government.
If you want to know how business is faring, if you
want to feel the pulse of capitalism, look up the
market reports off the iron and steel industries.
Boudin tells us that:*The world at large was sur
prised at Chamberlain sclectit;g the Colonial Office
as his particu'ar field for activity; before that this
office was counsidered a minor one in the Cabinet,
instead of taking the Chancellor of the Exchequer
which J. Chamberlain would have done if he ha!
foilowed tradition.”” This was the entr“)f Britis!
capitalism into modern Imperialism. This change
raised the Colonial Secretaryship from its former
minor position to a place of first importance in the
British Cabinet. The Boer War was a result of this
change of policy. Although Chamber'ain failed to
carry his protection programme, England has prov-
ed by the resu'ts of the Great War thit she is fore
most in the Imperialistic proeession.

Modern Imperialism is an expression of the econ.
omie faet that iron and steel have taken the place
of textiles as the leading industry under capital-
ism. Textiles, being pacific, mean peace, but iron
and steel mean war because the interests of this
trade conflict in foreign markets, as 1 wi'l point
out further on. The basis of eapitalistic industrial
deve'opment is the faet that the workers not only
produece more than they themselves can consume
but more than society as a whole ean consume. This
permits an accumulation of wealth that must find
a foreign market, and that market is generally in
a country of a lower degree of capitalistic develop-
ment. A market in a country equally as highly
developed has no effect in disposing of the surplus
wea'th as it generally pays by exchanging other
goods. The foreign market, therefore, must he an
absorbent market, which results in the highly de.
veloped capitalist -eountries competing in the back.
ward eountries of the globe. Of course this cannot
go on forever, as more countries reaching the stage
o* produeing a surplus the number of absorbent mar-
kets becomes less and the competition for coritrol
of them becomes intensified. The ecapitalist world
is to create new markets by means of obtaining con-
cessions to build railways and eanals and other pub.
lic works. This gives an impetus to the iron and
steel industry, and incidentally it ereates a market
for textiles. The highly developéd eapitalist coun-
tries produce the machines and means of produetion
and less of the means of eonsumption. Consequent-
Iy, they have to import raw material and foodstuffs,
and this is particularly applicable to the European
countries. A country in the early development of
eapitalism generally produces consumable produets
with machinery produced abroad, and when it be-
comes s competitor instead of a eonsumer it does not
compete in all the fields of produetion. It contin-
ues as a customer mostly in machinery and begins t«.

’
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prodive textile goods and other consumal

This is why, in highly developed
: x - : ” ' 4 Capital.
ist countries, the leading industries gre e

stecl,
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modities,
: - iroy and
as they put their accumulated wealth
. : . aith inty
means of production. Where there i 4 rapid
i : apid ge.
camulation of wealth the iron and steel
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have become more prominent and have tgke b
. . . % AREN the
wad over the textile industries. This i. th y
15 the peg

cavse of the change of character of capitalisy
the pacific mood of the Free Traders ke Rrig
Cobden to the warlike and imperialistic mood of
Joseph Chamberlain. Capitalism has entered the
era of lmperialism, and the reason for iy ;
simple. lron and steel cannot he sold |
For instance, hats and
can be sold almost anywhere, where 3 missionary
has been sent; you only need to send & good sal \
man and you need not worry under what flag 1h
native is ruled. The situation is greatly changed it
vou want to sel! locomotives or rails. as a salesman
cannot take a cargo of them and sell them 10 1he
natives. The only way this ean be done is to hyild
the railway yourself. While a German could ol
textiles in any British ecolony he would find soms
difficu'ty in building a railway through any of thoe
colonies. Hence, it will be seen how free trade o
textiles does not apply _to iron and steel Not iy
do the capitalist countries that are highly devels
«d reserve the right to build their own railwax
but they have all heen very jealons of eacl
in the matter of building railways in the hackward
countries such as Turkey, Persia, China and Afries
Marx tells us: ““The eapitalist process of produe
tion econsists essentially in the production of

ht ang

i Very
1 L. . i
INe texti'm

]
c'othes, Wearing apparel

|»|Il't valur, It is not to administer certain wants
bt to produce profits. He does piot advanes e
ital merely for rfprodurinz_ i1, but with the vien
producing a surplas in execess of the eapita’ al
vanced.”” As no one ean build railwave in hack
ward countries to produce dividends soon enough
pressitre is bronght to hear on the ruling power
that country for concessions, such as a subsidy of
money from the Government, a monopoly market for
themselves, or vast traets of mineral lands Some
times a reluctance on the part of a hackwani couw
try to grant concessions is altered by foree, either
threatened or actual. The trade of capitalist na
tions has ceased to be that of individuals bot 1t has
hecome a matter of armed foree used by large
groups ea'led nations. Owing to this ntensifird
industrialism, statesmen must think in terms of
commeree, about markets for manufactured goods
and supplies of raw material for their conntry®
industries. :

I might here draw your attention to the granting
of coneessions and the building of railways “'h.‘"\'
are inertwoven in every article 1 have written Yo
have the Cape to Cairo railway and various othe’
railways in South Afriea, a part of the globe 1 have
not touched on. You have the railway incident ,
Moroeco. The struggle Tor ownership of the
way in China when it changed hands to ":”"'”.'\'W-
the Russo-Japanese war. You have all the rarwas
and concessions Germany forced from (hina g
to Japan, The British, French, and :!u»h’mn«.i:ll'b
0Oil Company, with their railways in China British
and Germans both owned railways in Asia '
Rathmore presiding at the half-yearly meetinz ®
the British company owning the Ottoman railwe
from Smyrna to Aden, in 1917, said: "Our ralway
still remains in the possession of the Turkis!
ernment by which it was lawlessly seized 1! ‘
ember, 1914, and from that time we have not rec®!
ed any dividend from it."" When he referred 10
the start of the company he said they had a .~trni"
g'ing existence, bhut were bhecoming pl‘mln-rm;‘-:
with the intention of extending to Baghdal and T
Persian Gulf, when the German enterpris®
trated into that territory and thereafter “’"ﬂ' '"r.‘:“h
diplomaey and systematie bribery of Turkish off «‘
inls received advantages over the British t'fjl"l‘""')i'
Thé company lodged with the Foreign Claim®

(Continued on page 8.)
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Matenalist

LESSON IIL

(O get to the subject proper, what do we mean
by the Materialist Coneeption of History, or
|-‘:.-..unmi«- Determination, as some express it!
Lot me tr and make it plain, because there is cant

- Qoelnlism Just as there is cant in religion.
us are apt to use the phrases such as
eption of History, Class Struggle,
with no more idea of their

\Many of
Mate! inlistie Cone
< Conscliousness,
eaning then some of our religious friends who re-
‘-‘.»‘J theological phrases in poll-parrot fashion. When
]\... wlk intelligently of the Materia'istic Conceptio
mean what everywhere proves to b
rye, that the bread and butter question is the most
mportant question in life. All the rest of the life
o+ the individual 18 affected, if not dominated, by
the way he obtains @ li\'inc.

A< this is true of individuals so also ix it true of
andd this gives us the key to understand past
within limits, to predict the course ol

and Clas

of History, we

weiety,
history and,
future development.

it is the study of the development of society and

. soeiety is meant all the people, with their facilit-
o« of getting a living, their institutions and ideas
« 1races the way in which the races of men obtain
their living and all other d¢ velopment depends upon
¢ changes and improvements in the way of pro-
g food, clothing and shelter of the human race.
Onr political, legal, moral and all other institutions
yve their rooty in the economic soil. As one writer
“Out morals are not the
Jits of civilization.”' Marx puts it thus:
“1t is not man's consciousness that

nes man's existence, but his social existrnee

that determines his consciousness.”’

hat is. all coneeption of good or had, right or
we arises out of man’s social relations with his
't of the

as said : roots but the

deter-

1. and the social relations are a resu

sns whereby he procures his living.

To Buckle and others, progress of society
stributed to or appeared as a triumph of know.
ledge over superstitition, To Spencenit appeare:!
‘o consist essentially as the political power and
weial prestige from a class of warriors to a class of
merchants, from militarism to industrialism. Each

was

of these views has contributed a litdde to history,

but to understand the eauses of the change, it must

Conception of History .
FOR BEGINNERS . |

last analysis the material and economic faet-
tors are supreme. We Marxians are often ac-
cused of neglecting the intellectual factor and
other factors, but we do not forget them. We
recognize their existence but refuse to waste
our energy on them when we plainly see the

when he started his mending. But anything which
woes to the roots and modifies the economic strue-
ture will eventually modify. every other branch and
department of human life, political, ethical, legal
This makes the social question an
economie question. If this be true, some of you may
ask why do Socialists, instead of using economic
methods to solve an economic question, organize into
a politica! party. To answer this question we must
understand what the State is and what relation it
holds to the economie question.
Gabriel Deville defines the State thus:

““The State is the public power of coereion
created and maintained in humai society by
the division into classes, a power clothed with
force, to make laws and levy taxes. Aslong as

«  the economically dominant class retain full
possession of the State or publie power of coer-
cion they are able to use it as a weapon to de-
feat every attempt to alter the economic strue-
ture of society, therefore every attempt io
alter the economie strueture of privilege and
establish industrial democraey inevitably takes
the form of a political struggle between the
owning class and the exploited class.’’

Let us take the doetrine of the Materialistic Con-
ception of History held by Marxians. Engels says,
in the * Communist Manifesto.”

““In every historical epoch, the prevailing
mode of economie produetion and exchange,
and the secial organization necessarily fol-
lowing from it, form the basis upon which is
built up, and from which alone can be explain-
ed the political and intellectual history of that
epoch.”

Or take Chas. Vail in his ‘‘Scientific Soecialism’’:

““The laws, customs, education, public opin-
ion, and morals are controlled and shaped by
the economie conditions, or in other words by
the dominant ruling class which the econom:e
system of any given period forces to the front.
The ruling ideas of each age have been the
ideas of its ruling eclass, whether that elass was
the patricians of ancient Rome, the feudal
harons of the middle ages, or the capitalists of
modern times. The economie structure large'y
controls and shapes a'l social institutions and

also religions and philosophical ideas.”’

Take Marx himself:

«“The mode of production obtaining in ma-
terial life determines, generally speaking, the
social, political and intellectual processes of

and religious.

tor.” " .
As Deville says: ‘‘We do not neglect the cart be-

cause we insist in putting it behind the horse in-
stead of in front or alongside, as our erities would
have us do.”’

Our next lesson will begin from primitive man up-
wards towards civilization, accomplished by the im-
methods of procuring food, clothing and

PETER T. LECKIE. .
0
ARMENIA AND U. 8.
O country has suffered more during the past
war than Armenia. Due to religious and
racial prejudices, hundreds of thousands of
Armenians were massacred by the Kurds, semi-
savage tribes of Asia Minor. Christian Germany did
not endeavor to stop these massacres. Patriotic
Germans maintained that the Armenians were pro-
ally, and therefore deserved to be massaered. As
<oon as Germany eapitulated, the U. S. was asked to
assume a mandate over Armenia. America was the
saviour of humanity. Why not take helpless Ar-
menia under her proteetion? President Wilson
gratefully aeccepted this kind offer and asked Re-
publican Congress to vote him money and wmen for
that purpose. Why men? You see quite a large
pumber of Armenians objected to this mandate.
They made guite a fuss about the fourteen points.
They believed in the self-determination of smal
nations. So it was necessary to use a little persua-
sion in the form of bullets. The Republican Party
immediately opposed this move. It contended that
it would require over 100,000 men to pacify Ar-
menia. So there you have it. The yuestion of a
mandate over Armenia is assuming national pro-
portions. It is one of the issues of the present pol-
itical campaign. :
Why is it that there is so much discussion over
this, mandate? No one grumbled when Eng'and
took over Mesopotamia, or France Syria. The Re-

proved
shelter.

decisive, dominant faetor, the economic fac-

life.””

publican Party represents the industrial capitalists

le remembered that the production of wealth is a
phenomenon more fundamental than science or re-

—the manufacturers of America. These men want

Ferri, the Italian, calls it economic determinism.
a strangle hold on the world markets. They are

Ferri points out that we must not forget the various

ligion, war and polities, and the vague generaliza-
tions must give way to economics. This view is ex-
pressed hy Marx in his ** Critique of Political Econ-

omy."’

“In the social production
indispensible and independent
relations oféproduction correspond to a defin
ite stage in the development of their materia
powers of production. The sum

omie structure of society,

conscionsness,

““The mode of production in material life de-

termines the general character of the socia
political and spiritual processes of life.

A moral code grows up in society and changes
The

ruling class, to

with the succeeding stages of society 's growth,
moral eode operates in favor of the

Whose interest it is to perpetuate our belief in the
supernatural and to keep us ignorant of the true

facts of historie growth.
Darwin says in his ‘‘Descent of Man'':

“It is worthy of remark that a helief co
stantly ineuleated during the
life while the brain is impressible appears
acquire the nature of an instinet,

essence of an instinet is, that 1t «s followed

independent of reason,’’
A]I h s . . ' . -
uman institutions having their
o : . :
; onomie soil makes reforms abortive,
do not go to' the roots of our economic structure.

The reform tinker who has no higher aim in pol-

‘lies than to mend passing pots we do fot endorse.
leave

He shall pass through life mending pots and

this world with more pots to mend than he fou

which men carry

on, they enter into definite relations whieh are
of the wi!l; these

total of these

relations of “produetion constitutes the ceon-
the real foundation

on which rise legal and political forms of social

early years of

and the very

roots in the
because they

hecome
economic factor.

Loria,
somewhat the same fashion.

1 in France, has pointed out

He says:
“Man,
his natural environment.

are affected only

environment,
make

1,

the economic
made.
ve'opment

gress of eivi
loses in relative importance,
environment (

o ed appliances)

- all importand.

Henry George

inant economie factor.

““He had to make

furnished him

nd
\

other factors which, though they themselves are
determined by the economie factor, in their turn
causes and work concurrently with the

another Italian, states the doctrine in
Gabriel Deville, the

Frenchman, who has popularized the Marxian ideas
the various other factors.

like all living beings, is a product of
But while animals
by the natural environment,
man's brain, itself a produet of the natural
becomes a cause, a creator, and
< for man an economic environment, so
that man is acted on by two environments, the
natural environment which has made man, and
environment which man has
Now in the early stages of human de-
it is the natural environment, the
fertility of the soil, the abundance of fish and
game that is all important, but with the pro-
lization, the natural environment
and the economic
machinery, factories and improv-
grows in importance, until in
one day the economic environment as well-nigh
Hence the inadequacy of the
theory, which places all its
strength on the clement of the natural envir-
onment, land, and wholly negleets the dom-

“But while the economie factor is the child
of the brain of man, man in its ereation has
been forced to work within striet limitations.
things out of the materials
by the natural environment, and
later by the natural environment plus the in-
herited economie environment, so that in the

essentially anti-British. The Chicago ““Tribune,”’
one of their chief organs, is one of the most ex-
treme anti-British dailies in this country. They
are opposed to the League of Nations, not because
of its nature, but because England has six votes
to America’s one. They want a mandate over
Mexico or Mesopotamia but Armenia never. They
want oil wells and coa'. They want to exploit the
natural resources of a country. Armenia as far as
they are concerned is worthless; Armenia does not
contain any oil wells nor has it any iron or coal ef
hmportance -

The Democrats on the other hand represent the
bankers and financiers. These men have lbaned
England and other European countries fabulous
sums. They desire to see Furope rehabilitated.
Their interests and British interests are identical.

Phey are pro-British. The N. Y. “Times,’’ an ex

to endanger British interests.

tion of natural resources is concerned.

some other eountry rich in natural resources.

the allies have an economie background.
JOHN TYLER.

tremely pro-British daily, is one of their chief or-

gans.  Armenia is the bridge between Russia and
Mesopotamia. Russia is Bolshevik. She must not

be permitted to come in contact with Turkey so as
And again, Epgland
is not interested in Armenia so far as the exploita-
She  would
he willing to sacrifice the lives of British working-
men for the maintenance of order in India or in

Although not the chief issue of the present pol-
itical campaign, it serves to show that the capital-
ist class does not present a united front to all ques-
tions. It also shows that the humanitarian aims of
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THE LABOR COLLEGE.
SOCIALIST study classes have commenced for

the winter season. In another column will be

seen particulars as to the studies undertaken by
Vancouver and Winnipeg. Other places show a
determination to organize classes for this season,
and it is likely that as the winter months advance
various groups will be organized for study through-
out the country. It has always been the case in
past years, that no matter what effort was put
forth towards co-operation of student groups in
different places, as between one group here and
another elsewhere, these efforts towards cohesion
have failed. For instance, correspondence between
secretaries of classes has been instituted, in an en-
deavor to outline subject studies and problems for
mutual consideration; notes, minutes of class pro-
ceedings and discussion, geperal econclusions ar-
rived at on debatable paragraphs in the book used
for study—these have been in past years printed in
the ‘‘Clarion,”” in order to centralize educational
work and bring forth enquiry from isolated points.
Past experience goes to prove that if classes are to
get in touch with one another for mutual help,
then other methods must be adopted.

Time and again there have come forward sugges-
tions regarding the formation of a labor college.
Our last issue eontained a suggestion, well made,
as to methods and the general need for suech an
institution. Already in Great  Britain labor col-
leges are doing good work, and in the U. S., corres-
pondenee courses in economies, history, ete., are
being conducted.

No doubt the need for a labor college is felt in
Canada. A labor college, it is presumed, would
have competent instructors and lecturers, and would
direct courses in correspondence. The stumbling
block seems, in the main, to be finance. Without
the solution of the financial diffieulty the Labor
College is still a problem.

:0:
CHARLIE O’ BRIEN.

OMRADE O’BRIEN’S name is familiar to
C all who are acquainted with the history and

growth of the Socialist movement in Canada.
A dozen or more years ago he was actively engag-
ed in spreading sound Socialist education through-
out the country from coast to coast, and he recog-
nized no ordinary obstacles. He earned for him-
self a reputation as a wholehearted and indomitable
worker for Socialism, whose characteristic feature
was always a modest self-effacement and whose
stock-in-trade was the general good and welfare
of the Socialist movement. In spite of himself he
was nominated amd elected as Socialist candidate
for a constituency in Alberta, and he was an erup-
tive and antagonistic nuisance to property interests
represented in the legislative assembly of that pro-
vinee during four years. In course of time he wan-
dered back to the eastern provinces and ultimately
arrived in New York State, where. for several years
gince he has worked as a Socialist educator, notably
in Rochester. The steady growth of sound educa-
tional effort among the workers of Rochester has
been apparent in the past year or two, and O’Brien
has been instrumental in directing the educational
work. Finding himself in a neighborhood where the
main body of Socialists, so-called, devoted them-

selves to the advancement of reform policies rather
than to education, to gaining numerical strength
rather than to an understanding of the foundation
of class strife within capitalism, he set out to work
for the establishment of educational classes wherein
the workers might gain a real knowledge of socie-
tyv’s historical growth, and of the operations of pre-
sent day society, through the study of ecconomics.

Last December, the U. S. Palmer agents arrested
him for this and charged him with *‘Criminal An-
The exact details and nature of the events
following upon that ate unknown to us, but we
know that he was released on bail in January, and
that he has been twice arrested on a deportation
warrant by the immigration authorities. As far as
we know now he is on bail yet on two counts. He
was last arrested between the 8th and 12th October,
and he is on bail now, his case being slated for hear-
ing by a Federa! Judge in Buffalo early this month.
An appeal has been issued by the Defence Com-
mittee of Rochester for funds to obtain a writ of
habeas corpus, and the D. E. C. of the S. P. of (.
decided to open a fund in these columns in order
to help; Local Vancouver also pledged support and
no doubt other locals of this Party from whom we
have not had advices in the matter have done like-
wise. However, for the time being we have stayed
our efforts, as we have just recently been advised
that the writ required has been obtained and
O’Brien is on bail, with the ultimate decision of his
case pending. What that decision may be, and
what may be further required as to finances, we
shall announce as soon as we can. In the mean-
time, while maintaining a jealous eye on Rochester,
we hope Charlie may be able to continue to educate
whom he pleases in New York State as long as he
likes.

These remarks are made, not in order to extol
the virtues of one for whom we have a personal re-
gard, but in order to satisfy many enquirers who
are acquainted with his plodding spade work in
Canada in past years, and who constantly ask for
information concerning his case. Long ago the
late D. G. McKenzie wrote: ‘‘The Socialist Party
of Canada owes nothing to any man but one, and
he denies it.”” The man was O’'Brien. If the
impending decision is ‘‘unfavorable,’”’ Rochester’s
loss will be our gain.

archy.”’

0
B. C. ELECTIONS,
GENERAL B. C. Provincial Election will
be held on December 1st. In another eolumn
will be seen notice of a special business
meeting of Local Vancouver to nominate candi-
dates.

There will be, no doubt, many candidates repre-
senting other parties in the field. We shall hear
the usual eclap-trap advaneed from their platforms,
and we shail not be surprised if they manage to
reach the ear of the multitude this year as in past
years.

There are some among us who, in their zeal for the
purposes of working class solidarity would have us
close one eye to the defects we have hitherto de-
tected in our supposed next-of-kin, the F. I. P.
The F. L. P. propaganda that we have listened to
off and on for a year.or two is not of the same
order as our own. Much, indeed, of our own pro-
paganda is devoted to eradieating the ideas they
are busy in disseminating,

It is actually urged by our ‘‘tacticians’’ that as
we ‘‘compromise’’ every day in the week, by work-
ing for wages and everything that goes with that,
sometimes with those very people of the F. L. P,
we therefore would not be illogieal in allying our-
selves with them as a political party.

Whether we think the alliance advisable or not,
this ‘‘logic’’ is plain ordinary bunk and nothing
more. By the same “reasoning’’ nothing is to
hinder us from alliance with Liberal and Conserva-
tive workers also, in their parties, since we daily
“‘compromise’’ in their compady also. It will be
ttaid no doubt that the F, L. P, is a declaredly work-
ing class party. Indeed, it has been said already.
Some excuses have been made that are connected
with ““Labor Party candidates already in the field
who should not, for that reason, be opposed by us.’’
We do not know what thig exactly means, as at this
moment of writing there are no F. L. P, candidates

——

nominated. So, that prop to the argup,
stroyed, yet the argument still persists,
the proposal does not rest upon that.
something else,

Concerning parties in the field, the 8 p. of O}
been in this *“fleld’’ fifteen yesrs. -

Its edyear:
. “'-'l'\](y
work is acknowledged as far reachine Th Fn:l
g. @
’ .

<

nt ig de-
Thwr@[‘)r’

lt rests ul’UU

P. came into existence here some three years s
to fill the shoes of the departed S. D .|- l,-dﬁl_’
members had desired to advance the Cause :“
workers from a elass standpoint, they might h;“
considered the Party ‘“‘already in the ;;..1,5'-' e
Socialist Party of Canada. But these po m«.-ui ,
fants had in their ranks a plentify) \[\rmf\“ng‘;l;
aspirants for office, and some of these had left .;‘;
S. P. of C,, in order to give their ambitions [..,‘;“‘,:;,
wings room to spread. They are spreading ‘
now. We have found it necessary in times past 1
clip these wings when they needed it. Apy .‘i“.u')n:
with them must lead to confusion on ..n..-,\.’-“,. ;he
Mass struggle and its outecome. We are told .m;!
with changing conditions we must change the ‘,,Ja,,
of our efforts. We do not dispute that, but w..‘;:‘j
point to the useclessness of changing our minds wx;h
every changing wind. Some enthusiastic fok have
followed that practice before, to come back always
to hammer home to the workers, not ' tacties" and
the way to the revolution, but education In this
election campaigny, we venture the opinion, the
workers, to their sorrow be it said, will be more in.
terested in the government liquor law than in their
own slave status. In these circumstances, consid.
ations of ‘‘tacties’’ are comsiderations not justi-
fied by any immediate definite ends from a class con.
scious standpoint.

them

03
SECRETARIAL NOTES.

Au error in these ‘‘Notes'' in our last issue
We said the History Class (Vancouver) had under.
taken the study of De Gibbins' “‘Industrial His
tory of England.”’ This should have been Engels’
‘‘Socialism: Utopian and Scientific.”

* @ L]

A letter just received from Comrade John Tyler
states that his recent article in the ‘ Clarion,” “Is
it the Dictatorship of the Proletariat’’ contains a
statement that misrepresents his meaning. This is
!he sentence: ‘*No, F, 8. F., you cannot get Social
ism by a Dictatorship of the Proletariat.”’ He says
this is not in accord with his retained notes of the
article, and that it should read ‘‘By a Dictatorship
of a minorigy."’ We have looked up his manuscript
and find we are not in error (for once), and have
returned it to him. However, this correction is in-
serted, as ‘‘minority’’ is evidently the word he meant
to use.

L] - -

We have several times tried to mail packages
containing the ‘‘Manifesto’” of the 8. I of (. 10
eastern points in the U. 8. A. The dictators of that
democratic land decline, however, to import it. We
have been told that it is on the U. 8. proscribed list,
and last week we had a parcel returned marked
‘‘Prohibited Importation,’’ and this seems to cov-
firm our information. The ‘‘Manifesto’’ has some-
how found its way in the past, however, to places
where it was ofﬁcially. despised.

® o

The last article of ‘‘Economig Causes of War
commences in this issue. These articles will be con-
cluded in next issue, whereupon we shall set our
selves to their reproduction in book form. We shall
soon be able to announce prices, and we expect
comradés throughout the country who see the worth
of these articles to inform others, so that the book

may have the wide eirculation it deserves.
y e & o

Look at our ““Here and Now'' paragraph. OUr

mailing list is thinning out and we need r""““'“]?
and new subseribers. We are nearly over the ”m.rk
of our 1918 mailing-list indebtedness, but nut.q:n.e
Increasing printing costs may compel us to raise t_'f“
price of the paper, and that is what we don ! “'lf?].
to do. Numerous additions to the mailing list ¥1¥
enable us to get new readers.
® & o

Comrade Frank Cassidy was in Macle
berta, last week. The comrades in Edmon!
expecting to see him there in course of timeé
finances warrant Frank will reach Edmonton. .-H,“.
will visit other Alberta towns. It is hoped nm: ll.
may be able to travel westward over the G. T. }'tj
Prince Rupert, stopping off at places on 1h,-. \m}.‘;
We shall have more to say of this later, but in 11:
meantime, comrades in Alberta should writ¢ :ﬁ
garding Frank’s whereabouts to John F. ""i"'”ﬁr:'
secretary, Alberta P. E. C., 10016—93rd Street,
Edmonton, Alberta.
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Is 1t a Democracy?

\ the ‘' Western Clarion’’ of October 1st, John
Ifl-‘_;._, takes issue with Faulkner and Cassidy on
- question of a Dictatorship of the Proletariat.
writer of this article is not interested in the
| gyrations of Faulkner, but is main-

o mental

I'he
g

| Lopeerned with the ill-considered statements (not
. harsher term) of Tyler.

1 introduetion of Kautsky and the S. P, of

( .i"-. i the second parapraph of Tyler’s article il-

inates the whole. Tyler states:

“Dictatorship as a form of government in
Russia, mesns disarming the opposition, by
\aking away the franchise, liberty of the press
and combination of opponents,””

hen he asks:

"~ “Does the working class have to employ
«ich measures?’’

Possibly the propounder of this question is a

\[zrxian Socialist; if so, then both Marx and En-

els answer his question. Engels in a letter to

p
]'.v"'lz“ft
““The Proletariat need the State, not in the
interests of liberty, but for the purpose of
crushing opponents.’’ ; i
Page 39, **Communist Manifesto'’ (Whitehead

[ibrary), the question is answered more exten-
dvely. “*And yet,”’ says Tyler, ““we are asked to
Jefend a dictatorship of a minority which helps to
sroduce anarchy and chaos.”
" The complacency with which this parrot-like re-
petition of the mouthings of the capitalist press,
Jip from the pen of Tyler would do credit (1) to a
wnug bourgeois.
Who has produced amarchy and chaos in Rus-
“The Communist’’ answers Tyler. Not a
word ahout the world-intervention of the capitalist
dass, the Wockade, capitalist and psuedo-Socialist
whotage, the bhreakdown of industry caused by the
(No doubt the ‘‘Bolsheviks'’ are re
Facts seem to be mere

world war,
sponsible for the 'atter, ete.)
rifles to John Tyler.

Tvler takes it for granted that we have a demo-
eraey, but does not state its per-centage, or whether
I might ask if Democracy can exist

1 society hased on Capitalist ownership of the
means of production—in short, a society of masters
aud slaves! Perhaps John Tyler takes the same
position as Sir Richard McBride, who frequently
declared: *‘There are no wage slaves in British
Columbia,™

Faulkner is quoted as being ‘‘fearful that the
capitalist class would not surrender their power
without a struggle should the workers be victor-
ious at the polls.”” If the experiences of the past
and the present are still to be relied upon as guides
f'f-r the future, the probabilities are that the capital-
it c'ass will resist any interference with their dom-
ination.  No ruling class ever voluntarily surren-
dered their supremacy. Finland, where the Social-
M elected a majority of representatives, in ac-
tordanee with the bourgeoisie constitution, is a case
i point. Finland enjoyed the most liberal ‘‘Demo
tracy” (from a voting “viewpoint) of any country
2) the }mt'ld. They ‘‘took over'’ the bourgeoisie
Mate with all its machinery, and proved the correct-
",‘\ of Marx's assertion in the ‘‘Communist Man-
liesto™ that the workers cannot use such ready-made
Machinery in their own interests. Capitalist coun-
ter-revolution, supported by German soldiery and
Kins, made short ‘work of the ‘‘demoeratic power”
iMained by the Finnish workers. Ireland, where
:.:1:::"-?:”3'.“‘ per cent. are in favor of certain ‘‘re-

% might also be mentioned.

“E(i::l’(":l:l}('olin R. Coote, M.P., an able British apol.
1 present system, in a reply to the argu-

ment . i .
3 % of the advocates of ‘‘nationalizing'’ the mines,
Vs

tis “pure.’’

CIf a labor government were returned to-
morrow and proceeded to nationalize by Act of
[H.!.]””""m every industry, it is idle to contend
‘”'l::.”"‘ capitalist would submit. In the hypo-
] ical case T have supposed there would un-
doubtedly be a civil war of property owners,
‘arge and small, versus those who do not own
1:.::""'"."- The nationalizer may say he only
ulirm:‘ to nationalize ‘becanse he thinks nation-
s "“ ion the most efficient system. If so, then,

ogie, he must advocate universal nationaliz-

ation, and upon his own definition of that sys-
tem, he must advocate the dictatorship of the
proletariat. This involves, of course, the tem-
porary destruction of our industrial system and
the permanent destruction of our political sys-
tem. If you get as far as Kerensy you will be
forced to go on to Lenin.”

We are told by Tyler of the “necessity of the
working elass to defend democracy tooth and nail.”’
According to the most ‘‘democratic’”’ organs of
opinion the workers were desperately engaged in
this heroic task from August, 1914, to November,
1918. Demoeracy should be tolerably safe after
such gigantic efforts.

Again 1 quote Tyler: ‘*The mass of the people
are evervwhere too attached to their political priv-
ileges and will not abandon them without a strug-
gle.”” This is more in the nature of a pious wish
than a The history of the past five years
proves that the mass of the people don’t give a
hang about their political privileges so long as
their economic privileges are fairly secure. In
other words, if jobs are plentiful, and hay and oats
are coming regularly to the masses, they are not
hang about their political privileges so long as
tion in Great Britain and Canada, United States
espionage acts, government by order-in-council or
court injunction, ‘‘Dora,"”” jailings, deportation, ex-
pulsion of regularly-elected representatives, ete.,
were of less importance in the eyes of the masses
than the price of sugar, or the latest baseball scores.

““Well fed they snore,

Or being hungry, whine.”’

Speaking further regarding the political privi-
leges which Tyler says will not be given up by the
workers *‘without a struggle,’”’ he continues:

““The ruling classes realize that and are
therefore not attempting to antagonize the
working class by taking from them their pol-
itieal instruments. A few ignorant public
officials have done so, but their actions have
been condemned by all sections of the ruling
class. ™’

If John Tyler could but cut himself adrift for a
time from his philosophical environment at the
coast (*) and get out into the real world of happen-
ings he would find in New York and e'sewhere that
““political instruments’’ are being taken away not
only by a ‘‘few ignorant publie officials’’ but by
the highest powers of the ruling class. A ruling
class that does not rule is an anomaly. Innumer-
able instances of the invasion of the alleged polit-
ical privileges of the workers can be mentioned;
those invasions are either justified or ignored by the
ruling class.

Putting on the mantle of the prophet (and surely
it is a poor fit), Tyler proclaims: “You cannot get
Socialism by the dictatorship of the proletariat.”**
We can hear the loud chorus of approval from
Scheidemann, Noske, Hyndman, Kautsky, Wilson,
Lloyd-George, Billy Sunday, the Holy Rollers and
the S. P. of G. B. Friend Tyler is travelling in the
company of the ‘‘best people.”

It is interesting to recall the withering sarcasm
of the past in regard to all schemes, plans, ‘‘wheels
of fortune,” ete., and in recalling ‘this sarcasm of
the S. P. of G. B. it is well to place it alongside the
attitude of that party today. Now we find them
with a blue print and, in their official organ ‘'The
Socialist Standard,”’ of August, ““action within the
confines of the parliamentary svstem’’ is given as
all sufficient for the emancipation of the working

F. CLARK.

Note: John Tyler’s ¢‘philosophieal environment’’ is
Detroit.—Editor.
**Note: See reference

—REditor.
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to this sentence in Secretarial Notes.

—z0t

High Cost of Living

HAT is this H. C. of L.? Simple as is the

qu'r_\', and simple as the answer would

appear to be, nevertheless that answer can

be supplied only with an analysis of the capitalist

system of produetion, superficially in the brief
space ‘of this article.

(Capitalist society rests on property right in the

social means of life, and its form of production is

commodity production by wage labor. Society is
thus automatieally divided into two main elasses;
the wage-laboring class and the employing class,—
either one alone being an impossibility. It is in the
relationship of these two classes that the solution
to our question is to be found.

The implication of property right is that the em-
ploying class possesses complete ownership and con-
trol of the machinery and material of production
requisite for the maintenance of social life, and
conversely, the wage-laboring class can have access
to that essential machinery and material only on
the terms and conditions of the owners. Those eon-
ditions are production for sale, at a profit.

Capitalist production of the necessities of life
is carried on entirely for profit. Coal is not mined,
lumber is not dressed, wheat is not grown, nor cloth
manufactured to satisfy the material wants of soc-
iety, but solely to supply profits to the owners of
these industries. The use-value of produetion is
but an incident—a pre-requisite condition of sale.
It is their exchange-values alone that figure in the
calculations, and if eonditions of exchange are un-
satisfactory and profit therefore not to be realized,
industry stops. ‘‘What steam is to machinery’’ so
is the market to capitalist industry. .

But eapitalist industry is necessarily competitive
—even when it passes into the stage of monopolies.
For, since profit is the great objective, the wider
is the field of operation, either of individual or cor-
poration, the greater is the volume of profit. But
the widening of the field of exploitation carries
with it another fatality to wage-labor. Because,
although the accumulation of capital means the ex-
pansion of industry, and therefor the expansion of
labor, it, at the same time involves the concentra-
tion of capital, and the progressive curtailing of
the effective market. By the increasing efficiency
of competitive production; the elimination of waste
and overlapping; by the installation of greater and
more effective machinery, and therefore the contin-
ual increase of unemployment, the productive cost is
lessened in terms of the market, and although the
total volume of profit is immensely augmented, the
profit per unit, is decreased,

The net result of this competition is that commo-
dities are placed on the market at their value—the
cost of production—-and sell—or exchange—on the
average—for one another, in such terms.

But in the ecapitalist system of exchange, this
transference of commodities is accomplished through
the medium of money. Money, therefor, becomes the
measure and standard of value and price. This
money itself, rests on the law of value—the cost of
production of gold. If the cost of produection of
gold is lessened, its value is lessened, and its pur-
chasing power decreased. But over and above this,
the enormous increase in the total production of
commodities, renders their exchange, in terms of
actual gold, an impossibility, because there is not
sufficient gold to cover the transaction. Commerce,
therefore, has recourse to substitutes. It issues
paper money, resting on the value of gold, but se-
cured wholly and solely by future production. Thus
credit and the fiction of payment comes about. And
opviously, the greater the amount of paper issued
aguinst the actual amount of gold, the more paper
it must take to circulate commodities, since the
actual value of gold (or commodities) -is not af-
fected in the process. The world may be flooded
with paper money, but labor alone is the final ar-
biter of value.

Now, the power to labor is the commodity of the
worker, and he must sell his commodity in terms of
capitalist produetion. As we have seen, commo-
dities exchange on the average at value. What is
the value of labor-power? Precisely, the value of
those things wecessary to maintain life—food, cloth-
ing. shelter, recreation, ete., requisite for the cre-
ation of energy to function effectively in industry,

in order to produce profits for the master eclass.
Since all the social necessities of subsistence are
the stepping stones to profit, there can be no boy-
cotting, or striking against them. And since com-
petitive production involves the exchange of com-
modities at value, the value of labor power is re-
duced to its lowest terms of subsistence, compati-
ble with efficient funetionimg in industrial oper-
ations.
(Continued in next issue).
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Concerning Value

Article III

QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE LABO'B
E have seen in the previous articles that in

‘; \/ two commodities of equal exchange value
there exists, in equal quantities, something

common to both ; that each of these articles is equal
to, and is reducible to, a common third. This
common third to avhich all commodities are reduc-
ible is human labor, or in the words of Karl Marx:

‘“We sce. then, that that which determines
the magnitude of the value of any article 18
the amount of labhor social'y necessary, or the
labor time soeially necessary for its_produe-
tion.”—**Capital,”” vol. 1, p. 46. '

If the reader will compare this statement of this
phase of our subject with the exposition made by
the leaders of the classical school he will find a
_ marked difference. The latter economists are con-
tent to talk of ‘‘labor’’ and ‘‘quantity of labor™—
and there they rest upon their investigations.

But what do they mean by these phrases. And
how do they measure the ‘‘quantity of labor’’ in re-
lation to other commodities? These are questions
of the utmost import, and they demand eareful con-
sideration and exact answer if we are to arrive at
any definite conclusions regarding Va'ue.

But it is upon this important phase of our sub-
jeet that the classical scheol of political economy
has little to say, and the great service which Marx
rendered to economie scienee hecomes apparent.

It is essential that we enter into a somewhat ab-
stract investigation, and the ordinary man or
woman instinetively shirks from such investigation.
This, despite the faet that such abstract investiga-
tion lies at the base of all scientific progress.

In the first place, labor, per se, possesses absol-
utely no value. Labor has no more value as lahor
than weight as weight. If men are employed as
they were in the French Revolution, to 'dig holes
in the ground for the pu;'pose of filling them up
again they have created no va'ue. Labor possesses
value only when it is embodied in socially useful
commodities, and when embodied in such commod-
ities it is the sole measure and basis of their value.

So far everything has been perfectly clear sail-
ing. It is here, however, that the confusion of
thought prevalent among the elassical sehool be-
comes apparent. What do we mean by labor!?

It is incorreet to speak of ‘‘labor.”” The creation
of wealth and the production of use-values is the re.
sult of the applieation of human labor power to
land and eapital.  Or, to quote Marx:

‘““Labor is, in the first place, a process in
which both man and Nature participate, and in
which man of his own accord, starts, regulates,
and controls the material re-actions between
himself and Nature. He opposes himself to
Nature as one of her own forees, setting in mo-
tion arms, and legs, head and hands, the nat-
ura! resources of his body, in order to apyfo-

priate Nature’s productions in a form adapted
to his own wants.”—*‘Capital,’’ vol. 1.

The confusion of the classical school resulted from
the employment of the term ‘‘labor.”” This eonfu-
sion vanishes if we substitute the more scientific

term ‘““labor power.”” Upon this difference of terms
Engels tells us that:

‘““What economists had regarded as the cost
of production of ‘labor’ was not the cost of
Jabor, but that of the living lahorer. And
what they thought the laborer was selling to
the capitalist, was not his labor. ‘As soon as
his labor really begins,’ says Marx, ‘it ceases
to belong to him, and therefore ean no Tonger
he sold by him, and therefore ean no longer he
so'd by him.” At best, he is able to sell his
future labor, i.c.. he can assume the obligation,
I? perform a definite labor service at a definite
time. But by doing this he does not sell lahor
(which is only to be performed) he transfers
to the capitalist for a definite time (in case of
time wages) or for the sake of definite labor-
power (in the case of piece-wages) the control
over his labor-power for a definite paymeént ; he
leases, or rather sells his labor-power. This
labor power is coalescent with and inseparable
from his very person, its cost of produetion

therefore with that of the individual ; what the

economists called the cost of produetion of

By H. M. Bartholomew.

labor, is that of the laborer and at the same
time that of his labor power. It is thus that we
are able to go back to the cost of production of
labor to the value of labor power, and to deter.
mine the amount of socially necessary labor re-
quisite for the production of labor-power of de-
finite quality, as Marx has done it in the chap-
ter on *‘The Buying and Selling of Labor Pow-
er.
“The difficulty which brought to grief even
the best economists as long as they started their
reasoning with the value of ‘labor’ disappears
as soon as we start in its stead with the value
of labor-power.”’— Engels’' Introduction to
‘““Wage, Labor and Capital.”’

But human labor-power has two sides to it. It
is both gualitative and quantitative.

The §ualitative side of labor-power is easy to
comprehend. Commodities of different kinds of
labor-power are exchangeable, but commodities of
similar labor-power are not generally exchangeable.
Boots do not exchange for boots; but boots are ex-
changeable for hats, or books, or clothes. In other
words, use-values are exchangeable only when qual-
itatively different labor-power is embodied in each.

But the quantitative side of the value of a com
modity is not so easy of comprehension. When two
workers are engaged .in the produetion of two dif-
ferent commodities, smch.as boots and shirts, each
worker is clearly exerting his own individual labor
power and is embodying in the finished product his
own individual work. Do we measure the value of
the boots and the shirts by the individual exertions
of these two workers?
ble.

This is obviously impossi-
In any given trade or industry, the workers
engaged are not of equal skill, nor of similar pro.
ductivity. Nevertheless, the value of the commod.
ity whieh this aggregation of workers produce is
the same, whether produnced by a fast, skilled
worker, or by a slow and unskilled artisan,

How then, do we measure the quantum of human

labor which is esseutial to the production of any
given commodity?

Let us consider the two workers producing boots
and hats. FEaeh individual is expending his vital
force as an individual worker, but he is, at the same
time, creating value as a social unit. Each worker,
that is, is embodying in the commodities produced,
human labor on the average; is incorporating in the
finished commodity the average quantum of human
labor-power which is necessary to the production
of that commodity.

Upon thiy phase of our subject H. M. Hyndman
SAVS

*‘Two joiners set to work to make 2 eabinet.
Here the quality of the labor is the same, When
finished, the two ecabinets are exactly the
same. It is impossible to tell the one from the
other. But the one joiner has worked with
old-fashioned tools and without any machin-
ery, thus entailing the expenditure of a great
deal of lahor. The other hax used all the
most modern 'abor-saving machinery ;: and thus
his cabinet, though as good in every respeet
as the other, has heen constructed at the ex-
penditure of half the quantity of labor.
first eabinet, therefore, made on old-fashioned
lines, does, heyond all question, contain in it-
self the embodient of twiece the amount of in-
dividual . labor that the second contains. Yet,
hoth being equally well made, they have pre:
cisely the same exchange va'ue in r¢lation to
other goods on the market If individual
labor measured the exchange value, the first
cabinet would be worth twice as much as the
second. It is really of equal worth. Conse-
quently, it is elear that it is not individual
labor which is the measure of value in this
case, but the quantity of social necessary labor
required te make each eabinet at the time they
are offered for exchange, This comes behind
hoth the joiners while they are at work, and
determines the amount of their respective val.
ues in exchange, without the slightest refer.
ence to the desire or convenience of the two
workers themselves,'’—*‘Economies of Social-
iem,”” pp. 478,

It will be seen, therefore, that when the quality
?f th'e labor is equal, and the product is precisely
identical that the actual exchangable value of any

two®commodities is not dependent upon the quan-

The_

tity of the labor embodied in them by eithe; of th
two workers coneerned as individuals, hy !a:.«:
by the general average social cost in xoeig) l’mu
labor power of producing precisely similar ..
modities.

We see, also, that ski'l, speed, ete iy an gl
idual worker does not determine the exchangeshis
value of any given commodity. That valge ‘u“;
termined, as it is measured, by the quantum of sy
human labor power which is essential to the pr.
duction of the use-value.

Marx tells us that:

“The value of a rnn'.xnn.ln_\ represeyiy
human labor in the abstract, the expending
of human labor in genera! It is the sy,
penditure of simple labor-power, ie, of 1
labor-power, which, on the average, apart .,m
any special development, exists in the orgen
ism of every ordinary individual. Sl
average labor, it is true, varies in character
different countries and at different times by
in a paticular soeiety it is given. Skilled lahor
econnts only as simp'e labor intensified, as wgl
tiplied simple labor, a given quantity of skill4
heing considered equal to a greater quantiny of
simple labor. Experience shows that this r
duetion is constantly being made. A eommad
ity may be of the most skilled labor. bur
value, by equating it to the product of gmpe
unskilled labor, represents a defimite quantity
of the latter labor alone.”"— “Capital” vl |
pp. 512

Again:

“*Whilst, therefore, with refervnee t
value, the labor econtained in a commadts
counts only qualitative'y; with reference b
value, it eounts only quantitatively, al
first be redueed to human labor pure a
|||o,".~_“('npilnl,” vol. 1,.p. 52

Next Article: ‘*Value and Price.”

. S

THE ‘‘WESTERN CLARION'' IS ON SALE AT,

m

CALGARY, ALTA.—Alexander
Avenue West,
lLabor News Stand, Sid4a—2nd Street East

MONTREAL—S8, Feigelman, 421 8t Lawresce Boulenund
Frierman and Baramowski, 12 Ontario Street Fae

NEW WESTMINSTER-News Stand, B C. E. B Dept
SEATTLE-—Raymer's Old Book Store, 1330 First At
PORT ARTHUR--Viking Book Store, 264 Bay Street

TORONTO-—D. Goodman, Blind News Agent, corner Quent
and Chestout Streets .
VANCOUVER — Columbia News Stand, corser Hutip
and Colombis Streets,
John Green, Carrall Street
W Lote, Hastings Street East, ‘
WINNIPEG—Reformers’ Book Agency, 222a Phoenis B
BUFFALO, N.Y ~Onward Book Store, 196 Gold Street
CHICAGO-—Radical Boek Shop, 567 N, Clark Street
Walden Book Shop, 307 Plymouth Court
ROCHESTER, N.Y.—Proletarian Party, 580 St. Paul Street
TACOMA—Raymer's Old Book Store, 1317 Pacific Av¥

News Stand, 24 D9

- e

Labor Defence Fund

Send all money and make all cheques I‘".""""""
A. 8. Wells, B. C, Federationist, Labor Temple, 1**
couver, B. C. ‘

Collection agency for Alberta:
Eighth Avenue East, Calgary, Alta. Do

Central Co'lection Ageney: J. Law, Sc.-'rctar.\-
fence Fund, 220 Bannatyne Ave., Winnipeg

MANIFESTO

— of the —

SO0CIALIST PARTY OF CANADA
(Pifth Edition)

A. Broateh, 120

Per 25 copies ...
Post Paid




WESTERN CLARION

PAGE SEVEN

Part IIL

HE characteristics of maleness and female-

ness have manifested themse!ves in* human
ociety from the earliest of times. The un
i :u'l'l\Il.\ of the male member of the human
warked him for the position of breadwinner,
I producer, of the social group. He tamed the
[le. in all  probability, discovered the
- raising grains, vegetables, and grasses ,as
improvements made in this fie'd from
v time. He armed himelf with crude weap-
ression and defence, and marched forth

W\

< Of
as the

e

s of agg
Lgainst the male members of hostile tribes who,
» himself, were seeking what they might devour.

i
\WWhile the ma'e section were thus engaged, female

o functioned in another capacity. She was the
rument of prupaga!ion-«tbe means for keeping
o earth replenished with others .of their kind.
{vr natural quiescence adapted her for the position
¢ keeping the home fires burning, while her restless
on new investigations into  the
s of the known and unknown. She cooked,
wwed. and otherwise attended to domestic
sifaire.  Doubtless, many of the early
vione could be traced to woman did but history
legibly record their ineeption. Her manipu-

ventured .

red

miiked,

inven-

: i2ii
bome wou'd equip her with the knowledge neces
ary to institute changes.

s restriction of woman to the confines of the
voe, prohihiting any particpiation in tribal, na.
L or world affairs, would naturally tend to
tuste the attributes of passivity and conserv-
Her narrow

Jerived from a biologieal basis.

k on life was rendered still more narrow by
dreumseribed boundaries within which she lived

il worked -

wowen who lived by themselves.
8t rare intervals,

unto themselves.

o i,t’!l,”

rver was named,

ahode in the fortsts of Brazil,

e |
{

on of the methods and utensils pertaining to the

. poets of antiguity have pietured tribes of
These Amazons
would not hrook the presence of males exeepting
They were practically sufficient
Recently, the magazine section

of the Hearst Sunday papers contained an article
4 written by an equally antique and poetic professor

who elaimed to have knowledge of a tribe of “wild
veritahle viragos, after whom the Amazon
This phenomenal tribe had s
Males wére exclud-
rom their society exeepting for a brief period

sume the dominant position in the family councils.
He did. Woman, deprived of a material basis for
her authority” in the home, soon relinquished her
control. From the dawn of the property institu-
tion woman has been subjected to the will of man.
Her position in the social organism was removed
to a lower plane.

While this change from maternal to paternal au-
thority appears to be such a marvellous trans-
formation when viewed through the glasses of to-
day, still it would not appear to be anything extra-
ordinary at the time it happened. All the factors
that brought about this transition had previously
existed, i
that

They were slowly but sure!ly moving in
When the combination of forees
reached a certain stage the old form merely merged
into the new. It would not he regarded as a violent
or drastic change.

Given monogamy, and paternal law, and many
centuries passed with but slight variations in the re-
Through the periods of
chattel slavery and feudalism, with few exceptions,
no very important changes are noticed. True, in
the time of the Roman Eumpire, due to the faet that
considerab’ wealth had come into their possession,
woman's place in the social circle was greatly ad-
Her equality was again conceded. Econ-
omie security has always asserted itself.

It was not till the dawn of a new social system—
capitalism—that a complete revolution in family af-
Slow, steady, scarcely per.
ceptilile at first, it soon became violent and sweep-

direction.

lations between the sexes.

vanced.,

fairs was accomp'ished.

ing in character.

Refore the advent of the present system, while
the domestic stage of industry existed, woman’s
sphere was still confined to the home. lHer duties
were to supply the domestic needs of the family.
Industry of a manufacturing kind was still in its
incipient form. The age of machinery had not ar-
Agriculture was the main occupation of the
people. Work in the fields and about the home was
sonducive to a healthy, care-free, natural exist-
ence. The relations between the sexes had ample
reasons to be pleasant. In such an environment it
was just as natural to Jove as to live.

The plays of Shakespeare afford an opportunity
of viewing domestic affairs in England. While
JDirews, viragos, and vampires frequently interrupt
the pleasantness of the scene, and rudely remind
vs of the normal state of family life today stil,

rived.

1 ouce & vear. Then, they were forced to depart on beautiful female characters almund. in profusio.n.
P peualty of losing their lives at the hands of the Desdemona, Ophelia, Rosalind, Narissa, (‘mtdelm.
Women warriors who were thoroughl,\’ trained in and Jessica are types apropos only in a medieaval
all the methods of warfare. The male children, as setting. The poems of Burns portray the domestie
w Homer, were murdered if the men refused to situation in Scotland at a later date though in a

4 take them back to their own tribes. somewhat similar stage.
Such a condition, however, is found to be im- Lut. at the end of the middle ages, a something
I_'"whle when subjected to the acid test of seientifie  of momentuous import oceurred in the social pro-
etm.‘.\.umi.m_ or an "'Pl“‘ﬂ‘ to facts. There is no cess. Society had reached that stage of de\'elt)p-
ot foundation for such a contention. There are phy- 1ent where the old feudal methods of production
2t Sieal and sociological barriers that preclude the were no longer sufficient to feed, clo&he.and slteher
possibility of such @ tribe, and the spectacular tale the human race. A new age was dawmu.g. Nece:-
of the poet-professor must be relegated to the ranks sity demanded another mode of produection. Ma-
d oflegends, fables, and traditions with which so- chines previously unknown and unthought of !»(v
called history is replete, canse unneeded found their way into the produective
o While the period of the Matriarchate existed, the —process. Factories, mills, mines and w?rkshops
0. ') Viding line between the fumections of wmale and were now at the throshhol.d of a great development.
"“male was plainly marked. He worked on the out. The industrial methods of other times began to ap-
v Htlp and she at lu‘)me. There was little overlapping Pear crude and wasteful. The home was no longer
. “"dutics. A Roosevelt would have been quite cor- the place for woman. It was soon noticed t.hat the
e "et, though superfluous, back in that age, in con- cheaper the slaves employed in production the
tnding that *‘ woman’'s place was the home.”” No greater the profits to those who owned the n‘mohmes.
4 ¢ would dispute the fact. There she lived, moved, This demand for cheap profitable labor shifted the

location of woman’s toil to the factory and mill.
Her fingers, as well as those of the children, were
found to be peculiarly fitted to the new machines.
Here in the dust, and noise, and work of factory
ge was authorized in woman’s condition.
environment had asserted itself.
of passivity and ease

l:,Zi',]":‘::“'lmh‘o" "f‘i"l!. 80 it wo.m to that position that
Bt 'ho. society had consigned her. '
ever, ]ikp‘"'l""'l Of. um.terna.l ln\\" did yot last for
 the ‘N.: a l‘mstum.u.)nu it existed only as long
ddvent of Mg c?lldmom wurranml._ W n.h the
made iy pr“[’“"‘)‘ a change in sex rt‘hl!mllsh'lp was
perative. The new property made its ap-

life, a chan
The new economic
The old female characteristics

Pfirance outside the home. Land, cattle, minerals, were removed, and in their s'".d ".le‘“mle;""h'
Nav . ’ ’ . . v -
"“_N‘ were all confined to man’s realm, His utes of activaty and unrest \\ere'mstllled.. .l.\e he
Ncia! eame more manlike as her social standing foreed

“"qu?rpm“ion was greatly enhanced by this newly
red wealth, To leave his property to his chil-

her into the position of performing man'’s function
dren ghe
the father must be recognized. He must as-

in factory and mine,

This effect is seen in ¥ngels’

Family Life Through The Ages

““Working Class in England in 1844." It is em-
phasized in the reports of all the commissions ap-
poiuted to review the industrial situation during the
past century. The unnatural toil, and inhuman suf-
fering, induced by close proximity to work, wrought
a great havoe to wowman'’s attributes. Many of them
smoked, and most of them drank. The ale-house
was practically the only source of amusement or
recreation to which they had access.

In recent vears this deterioration has not abat-
ed. It has on the_contrary become more accentu-
ated. The participation of women in industry dur-
ing the great world war has hastened the evil ef-
fects. In a recent statement to parliament, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer reports that the smok-
ing and chewing propensities of the English women
are responsible, to a great degree, for the increas-
ing price of tobacco. Their drinking proclivities
are likewise enhaneced.

Now, the delghtful,, delicate, and ethereal crea-
tures of which poets have incessantly sang, and
spasmodieally worshipped; those weaker vessels,
drooping lilies, and clinging vines, clad in greasy
overalls, and spiked boots, indulging in all the man-
ly vices with feminine alaerity, present a rather in-
artistic and unromantic situation. The sweet and
loving Desdemonas are transformed into the shame-
less and vicious Faustines. The bashful demure
Ophelias make way for the advent of eruel and ven-
omous Dolores. The winsome devoted Cordelia finds
her successor in the gross'y materialistic Felise.

The capitalist system has shattered the home and
family. Theré is no opportunity for domestie bliss
and harmony among the members of any section of

society today. In the- ranks of the bourgeoisie,
‘woman has become a plaything in the hands of man.
She is wholly dependent for her existence on the
supposed partner of her joys and sorrows. She has
no function to perform even in the home apart fro-
being the legal mistress of her husband. Cooking,
baking, sewing and mending, she knows nothing
ahout. Hired servants attend to these details. Be-
tween hushand and wife there is no basis for a har-
mony of inclinations, of mutual desires, or conjugal
fidelity. Above the bourgeoisie, in the ranks of the
nobility, and royalty, there is little necessity to in-
vestigate. Their mode of existence would only en-
tail a repulsive and putrid story.

But what about the lower strata—the proletariat?
Here, and here alone, we find that al! the econditions
that foreed mouogmn,\\ on the human rage have been
eliminated. The main essential—the possession of
property—is lacking. Then, the development of the
machine has ecaused the woman of the working elass
to take up a position around the wheels of industry
and, consequently, hecome more independent, and
self- assertive, than their wealthier sisters. Should
snecess not attend her first matrimonial venture,
divorce.is cheap and easily obtained.

But, another dark cloud appears on the horizon in
the shape of class society. Working men and women
are both wage slaves. They have no other means
of securing the requirements of life but by selling
themselves piece-meal to a master. They must toil
in the worst of conditions in order to exist. This
situation places a damper on sex love. It makes im-
possible the proper development of inelinations,
tastes and desires, that may exist in embryo.

What of the future? Morgan and Engels have
both pointed to glowing possibilities when the con-
ditions engendered by class society shall have been
swept away. Then, and not till then can anything
resembling love and happiness make their abode in
the family circle. What can be accomplished at
that time is vividly explained by Alexander Kol'on-
tay in the pamphlet “Communism and the Family."

Giant strides have already been made in Sovict
Russia towards domestic reconstruction. Greater
still would be the achievements in this direction
were it not for the attitude of the capitalist world.

Our funcion, as members of the revolutionary,
working class, is to spread a knowledge of Social-
ism among our fellow workers, and hasten the down-

fall of class society. J. A. MeD.
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ECONOMIC CAUSES OF WAR

(Continued from page 2)

fice a statement of their claims in vrespect to their
losses which might amount to five million dollars.
Lord Rathmore had written to the Foreign Office
and had said: ‘“‘The frequent intrigue of the Ger-
man companies against all similar enterprises, and
the wholesale corruption of the Turkish officials,
must make their continuing influence a constant
menace to the peaceful and prosperous workings of
other railways in Asia Minor.”’ . . .. ‘‘If the control
of the Anatolian and the Baghdad railways be
taken out of German hands my council would most
respectfully suggest that our company be entrusted
with their management.’” The Foreign Office had
acknowledged the letter assuring the company that
their claims and contentions would be most care-
fully borne in mind. This German railway was con-
trolled by Herr A. Von Gwinner, of the Deutsche
Bank. They operated 641 miles of railroad, the
net profit of which in 1912 was 4% million franes.
They began operations in 1888 and induced the
Turkish government to guarantee them an annual
revenue of from £658 to £885 per mile. There is also
a French concession railway in Turkish territory,
the Smyre Cassaba et Prolongement.

H. N. Brailsford in his “War of Steel and Gold,"’
tells us that foreign contractors paid by the mile,
built railways zig-zag across the plains of Turkey,
and when the railways could not pay dividends seiz.
ed the customs receipts of the eountry for security.
Germany used Austria for the purpose of expanding
to the East with railways. Turkey was so heavily
indebted to foreign capitalists that her revenue was
placed many years ago under the supervision of an
international commission representing the great
European powers. The duties Turkey imposes on
imports are preseribed for her by the same powers,
and she could not increase her revenue by increas-
ing her custom duties without their consent. As an
increase of duties was practically the only source
by which Turkey eould pay a subsidy to the Bagh-
dad Railway, the financing of that railway became
a matter of international politics. England being
one of the great exporters to Turkey, the duty on
her goods would be really paying the profits which
would be reaped by the Germans owning the rail-
way. England vetoed the plan of paying the sub-
sidy out of the increased import duties and there-
fore endangered the enterprise. Russia’s objections
were mostly of military and strategie nature. Brit-
ain had other objections besides the purely finane-
ial one mentioned. She was at first rather favor-
able to the project, and even helped the German
concessionaries in the initial stages with her influ-
ence. This was the time that England was paeif-
ist and making Germany gifts of Heligoland, ete.
But by the time the project began to be realized
Britain herself was in the era of modern Imperial-
ism, and assumed a hostile attitude, which led to
the ‘““Kowiet Incident.”” The Baghdad Railway
was not to stop at Baghdad but to extend to the
Persian @Gulf, the only logieal terminus for such a
railway. For it to end at the Persian Gulf was the
chief British objection, and Britain therefore re-
solved to stop it, and she did so when it became ap-
parent that Germany was reaping great diplomatic
victories at Stamboul and that the Sultan was irre-
vocably committed to German plans. Britain dis-
covered that Turkey’s sovereignity of Kowiet was
of a doubtful nature, and her interests demanded
that she take an interest in the quarrels of some na-
tive chieftains with a view to eliminating the Sul-
tan from the situation. One fine morning a British
man-of-war appeared in Kowiet harbor and Kowiet
was declared an independent principality, care be-
ing taken that the independent ruler looked upon
the Baghdad railway scheme from the British point
of view. Although the work eontinued on various
sections of the railway, the original idea was de-
feated and Germany gave up the idea of reaching
the Persian Gulf, being thwarted by France and
Britain coming together. This made the railway
futile and robbed it of its importance in an ocean
to ocean Empire scheme.

(Continued in next issue).

THESE DAYS OF PLOTS.

(Continued from page 1)

of the workings of an economic law in respect to
the falling price of sugar is today a striking exam-
ple of the effect to scheme or plot some way out of
the difficulty by those directly concerned. Even
though the price be maintained the demand will re-
gulate itself so that stocks pile up, and, the cost of
storing and, if necessary, destroying, will event-
ually bring about the same result as an immediate
loss by the fall in prices at the present moment.
However, it will be noticed that it is the immediate
situation that brings into force the activities of those
who wish to avoid a loss. It was the activities of
these same individuals who recently advoeated pub-
lic economy that has brought about the trouble they
have now to face. A falling price is looked upon
by other sections of society as a boon, and any at-
tempt to prevent such a development takes on the
appearance of a dastardly plot on the part of those
who want to run out from under the threatened
calamity. These viewpoints only show that the in-
dividuals involved only reaet to conditions brought
about by a mechanism they do not understand. By
all outward signs, the activities of the individuals
concerned are motived by evil or good intentions
according to which group in which they happen to
he involved. So we can expect to see all moves by
interested groups shrouded with the mysteriousness
of plotters in the shadows cast by coming events,
that must look sinister to those who feel that things
do not move the way they would like.

From now on we can confident!ly expect to get
an answer to our prayer to the agents of govern-
ment and the press of the world: ‘““Give us this day
our daily plot.”” The only thing we would like how.
ever, is that they give us a variation on the Moscow
scenario. We are Anglo-Saxon and phlegmatie, but
we have no objection to a little attempt to use our
imagination once in a while. W
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(eloth bound), $1.00; 5 copies, $3.75.

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. Single copies,
15¢; 25 copies, $3.25,

Slave of the Farm. Single copies, lOe; 25 copies,
$1.50. -

Manifesto, 8. P. of C., single copy, 10 cents; 26

b A SR . . Ll A S CABES $2.00

Red Europe. (F. Anstey, M.P.). Single copies,
50c. Ten copies or more 30¢ each.

Evolution of Man. (Prof. Bolsche).
copies, 20¢; 25 eopies, $3.75.

The Nature and Uses of Sabotage (Prof. T. Veb-
len). Singles copies 5 cents, 25 copies $1.

The Criminal Court Judge, and The Odd Trick

; ?c B. Bax). Single copies, 5 cents; per 25 copies,

Evolution of the Idea of God (Grant Allen), 55¢
per copy.

Ancient Society (Louis H Morgan), $2 15

Origin of the Family, Private Property and the
State (F. Engels)

Value, Price and Profit

25 copies, $3.25.
Feucrbach: The Roots o* the Socialist Philosonhy

Single

............................................

(Marx)—Single copies, 15¢;

(F. Engels) R SRS AL SR A ML v 90¢
lntrc:}n;;ion to Sociology (Arthur M. Lewis),

Civil War in France (Marx)
Li.fe and Death (Dr. E, Teichmann) .............. 90¢
History of the Paris Commune (Lissagaray) .. $1.50

Make all moneys payshle to E. MacLeod, 401

Pender Street East, Vareouver, B. C. Add discount
on cheques.

e 0

(All above post free).
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANAD,

O m——

LOCAL (VANCOUVER) No, |

A SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING wi) p,

on TUESDAY, 2nd November, at 8 pm,

Business: Nomination of Candidates ,

the B. C. Provincial Elections, 1st Deoenp ™
0

SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA

—

LOCAL (VANCOUVER) No. |

—————

helg

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES
POLITICAL ECONOMY: Every Sun
from 3 to 5.

HISTORY: Every Thursday evening. from & to 10

An additional class is now being formed op g
mentary economics, This class is fally iy,
tended for those who are commencing the study o
this subject for the first time. Intending studesy
should come to the class room now, or send 4 poy
of name to the Secretary of the Economic Clay
‘rhhclmwﬂlbqhumnuinundingmm
get together and arrange a suitable date.

Classes meet at 401 Pender Street East N, fong
are asked and no collection is made. Al that i
required is an earnest interest in the subject take
up. All points raised and all questions asked an
fully disenssed. Membership in the Socialist Pary
of Canada is not a condition of membership of nm
classes.

You are earnestly invited to attend.

lay afternogy

0

LOCAL (WINNIPEG) No.

3—EDUCATIONAL
CLASSES.

ECONOMIC CLASS: Every Friday at 8 pu
SPEAKERS’' CLASS: Every Sunday at 1] anm

These classes are already well attended, and the
number of members is inereasing.  The classes mevt
at 530 Main Street, Winnipeg, and all workers an
requested to attend.

0

CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND
Per J. Woods, $1; W. McQuoid, 0c: G Ricsiter, per W,
Moriarty, $5; Chas. Neil, $2.50; R. Inglis, $7; per M. Goode,

collected, $7; Local Smithers, #5: A Jordan, 81: 1 A
K., $.
From 14th to 27th October, inclusive—total, 430

H

HERE AND NOW.
Following, One Dollar each: J. Donavan, R O Robues
R. Izatt, C. M. O'Brien, Geo, Wallack, C Lestor. |. Gem
mell, Wm, Bate, J. Smith, G. Ogilvie, Katherine Smith 12

Bennett, C. C’Iﬁ!loﬂlﬂ’. A. Shepherd, J. Stevenson, n (:»ﬁ,n‘

W. Jardine, A. Jordan, Geo. Jamicson, M. Holland

Following, Two Dollars each: J. Price, G, Alley, ] W ol
E- D. Mitchell, J. J. Egge, S. J. Rose, O. Frickwn

J. Lysues, $3: Walter Menzies, 84 30: | F Kirk 87
E. Staples, %0c; A. Dinkfalt, $1 50; R. Ingle.. 83: D Kik
wood, $3.

Total subscriptions from 14th to 27th October. inclat®
$52.49.

0:

SUBSCRIPTION FORM.

FRORRSE

WESTERN CLARION

A Journal of History, Eeonomics, Philosophy and
Current Events.
Official Organ of the Socialist Party of Cansd
Issued twice-a-month, at 401 Pender Street East.
Vancouver, B. C. Phone: High. 2583
Rate: 20 Issues for One Dollar (Foreign, 16 isu®"
Make all moneys payable to E. Macleod.
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