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1 will this day
ﬁq Rl’ﬂﬂlﬂ? try to live a sim-
— Dl€, sincere, and
serene life; repelling promptly every
thought of discontent, anxiety, discour=
agement, impurity, and self-seeking ;
cultivating cheerfulness, magnan!mity,
charity, and the habit of holy silence ;
exercising economy In expenditure, care-
fulness in conversation, diligence in
appointed service, fidelity to every
duty, and a childlike trust in God.

** And as | cannot in my own strength
attain this measure of wisdom and
power, | make humble and firm resolve
to seek these things from my Heav-
enly Father in the name of His Son,
Jesus Christ, and through the mystic
and mighty energy of His Holy Spirit."””
—John H. Vincent.

February

"Tis February's changeful mood,

When eve to morn is seldom true,
And day which broke gusty and rude,
Oft shuts In skies of softest hue:

In mild repose one sun goes down,
The next comes up with murky frown;
But scarce hath tolled the hour of day,
When glittering roll those frowns away.
~—Caroline Webbe.

February is derived from februo, to
purify, because the feasts of purification
were celebrated at this season; but the
Romans offered sacrifices to their god-
dess Februo for the spirits of their de-
parted friends. In the Saxon language
its name implies “colewort,” or “spring-
wort," because worts begin to spring
about this time.—Loaring.

You will do well }.o study the wise
words of Bishop Vincent in the preced-

ing column. They fittingly follow ** Our
Pledge” in last month's is-

God’s sue. It is sometimes objected
Call by even well-meaning young
a people that the doing of the
To-day will of God to-day is so
hard that it becomes im-
practicable, and they postpone it
until some future time, when they
fondly, yet foolishly, hope it may
be an easy task. No folly 1s

more idle and vain than that which
prompts one to think and act in this
way. Nothing Is more positive and ab-
sclute than the power of habit, and
when one becomes addicted to the prac-
tice of postponing a known duty, he
only weakens his will in relation to the
doing of it, and the probability of his
ever fulfilling the Divine purpose in his
life becomes dally less. For, whatever
God may want me to do In coming
years, His present call to me Is that I
here and now discharge to-day's dutles
according to His will. It may not be
easy to so resolutely set head and heart,
conscience and will, to the actual doing
of it that one shall not swerve or
weaken or fail; but it will never be
easier than to-day, and there will never
be any other way of right-living than
just day by day doing the will of God
our Heavenly Father.

The one first thing that we need is
purpose. As no one can make me God's
child if I say ““ No!” so none can pre-

vent my being His if I say

Our “Yes!" to Him. Our daily
Fi relation to God is not pri-

irst marily one of physical ecir-
Need cumstance, but of fillal atti-

tude. Not of my powers,
but of my volition, does He first ques-
tion me. My willingness to serve rather
than my opportunity for service is of
prime importance. Before even know-
ledge of His will, 18 readiness to do fit.
If the spirit of obedience govern us, the
ways and means for obeying will soon
be made manifest. Many have proven
it true, “ To the upright there ariseth
light in the darkness.” Would you
know? Do what you already know and

God will give you increased knowledge.
Would you do? Do what you now can
and ability to do more will grow. Re-
solve to be, and the power to become
will soon operate within your soul. Re-
solve to do, and your capacity for
greater achievements will increase.
Mere wishing to be good will avall you
little, and a simple desire to be a useful
Christian will be equally futile and vain.
Your wish for goodness must be so in-
tonse that you will obtain it at any
cost to yourself; your desire for useful-
ness must be so deep and strong that
no matter how hard the discipline or
severe the self-denial, you will give
your best service to your Lord. With
such a purpose within you, all opposi-
tion without will be unavailing to pre-
vent you from reaching your goal,

“Try."” What a big little word it is.
Small in itself, it enfolds a great prin-
ciple, through the operations of which

the grandest characters of

One earth have been developed
Li and time's greatest achieve-

ittle ments wrought. The history
Word of all human effort is wrap-

ped within its tiny compass,
and to those who would well fulfil life's
sublimest purposes it patiently whispers
its message of hope and cheer. Millions
have he: *1 its inspiring promise, and
under its encouragement have taken
heart again and have defied impending
disaster. Under its happy stimulus mil-
lions more with revived spirits and in-
creased endeavor have bravely faced
threatened failure and have wrung suc-
cess from the unwilling hand of grim
and relentless Fate. Never yet have
men heard and heeded its counsel with-
out profit, while many have refused its
leadership but to prove the utter in-
sufficiency of all human resources with-
out the essential spirit which It seeks
to engender and train. And what has
been shall ever be. You and I are not
mere mechanical automatons acted upon
by external force, but responsible living
entitles to make our own choices, per-
form our own deeds, carve our own
futures, and shape our own destinies.
“Try"” says “the best awalts you If
you follow me. Will you come?” Say
“T will,” and be sure you do.
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A Double Bond

In one of his imperishable stories, Sir
Walter Scott refers to some young peo-
ple assoclated for study and mutual
profit. The expression he gives to their
communion is suggestive. He says,
“There was a bond betwixt them, a
sirong and interesting tie, the desire
of obtaining knowledge, the pride of
surmounting difficulties.” Surely such
a spirit of helpful fellowship is beau-
tiful to see wherever it may exist among
the young, and no other bond can unite
a company of youth with such lasting
profit to themselves and advantage to
the homes and communities in which
they live and labor. Whether the num-
ber of persons be two, or twenty, or a
hundred, does not matter, and the same
spirit produces similar results wherever
the sphere of its operations may be.
Brothers and sisters at home, pupils at
school, students at college, members
of Church or League, of Brotherhood or
Club, of Circle or Class,—the same tie
must bind them together If reciprocal
advantage 1s to accrue from their asso-
clatlon.  The two-fold purpose men-
tioned by the great novelist is a most
worthy one,—* to increase knowledge,"
“ surmounting dificulties.” Every read-
er of this brief paragraph should be
moved by it to the highest fellowship
with those about him. HEvery Soclety
to which this paper ministers must fulfil
it or fail of its high and noble calling.
To this end we exist, and In proportion
as we accomplish it is our existence
justified and made a blessing.

Let Them Laugh

A thirteen-year-old boy, though sit-
ting in the next room, was far away.
With the characters In the book he was
reading, he had little immediate con-
cern for the people close at hand. All
unconselous of everybody near by, he
was alive to the scenes and incidents in
which the hero of his story was playing
8o well his part. An occasional grunt
of approval or displeasure came from
his throat, and then all unannounced a
merry laugh was heard. Touder and
louder it rang, until the whole flat was
filled with its melody. For to all who
heard, it was melodious without a
doubt. “ Just listen to that boy laugh™
one remarked. But he nefther heard
nor heeded. Another merry peal re-
sounded. “ What arc you laughing at.
7" was asked. ** Just laughing"
came the reasonable reply. And T have
thought of it many times since. And
why shouldn’t he laugh, pray? Who
has a better right to be merry than a
healthy hoy or gir!? Who ought to
laugh If such be denled the right? For
a right it 1s. Some may account it a
privilege and dole it out begrudgingly,
but not 1. Let the children langh. En-
courage them in the practice. Trouble
and care will furrow the brow and give
them cause for tears soon enough: let
us keep the dimples in thelr cheeks as
long as we can, and give them no ocea-
glon for premature weeping.

T dare say some gloomy old Sober-
sldes will remind me that Solomon sald
of laughter, “ Tt 18 mad,” and T do not
wonder that he dld. The kind of mirth
he tried T would advise every man, and
woman, too. to shun. Tt was ‘“mad "
in Solomon’s day, is “ mad " now, and
never will be anght else, Tt never was
sane, and never will or can be. But
Solomon was not ﬂmﬂdnx of that kind
when he sald. *“There Is a time to
langh.” 8o there Is. and if we could
all be childlike in our real enjovment
of it, happler would many of us be, and
hanpler would we all make somebody
elgs. 8o let the children laugh, sav T,
and, better stll, laugh with them.

If for no other reason, laugh for your
stomach’'s sake. And if no other argu-
ment moves you, let that of a celebrated
physician set you a-laughing. Said he,
“ Laughter is a most healthful exertion;
it 1s one of the greatest helps to diges-
tion with which I am acquainted; and
the custom prevalent among our fore-
fathers of exciting it at table by jesters
and buffoons, was founded on true
medical prineiples.” Surely that will
make you laugh. Do it now!

The Way They Used To Do

Of course we do it now; but when a
man complains of present-day over-
organization and the tendency to multi-
ply committees to do the work contem-
plated, I feel like reminding him that
such a plan is by no means a new one.
It 1s hardly a creation of the present
generation, of which Carlyle wrote,
‘“Has any man, or any soclety of men,
a truth to speak, a plece of spiritual
work to do; they can nowise proceed
at once and with the mere natural or-
gans, but must first call a public meet-
ing, appoint committees, issue prospec-
tuses, eat a puble dinner; in a word,
construct or borrow machinery where-
with to speak it and do it. Without
machinery they were hopeless, helpless;
a colony of Hindoo weavers squatting
in the heart of Lancashire.”” Doubtless,
there is too much disposition to shirk
personal responsibility by relegating
necessary work to a committee, and in
no place is this more marked in our
Church than in the Epworth League;
but, notwithstanding this, the benefits
of wisely directed committees have been
most practical, and a great volume of
work has been done through their
agency that without them would never
have been accomplished. If we are no
better than they were a half century
ago in this regard, let us see to it that
we grow no worse than we are. There
are too 'many Inactive committees
among us. Stir them up, and no mat-
ter how regularly they may meet or

THE LAUGH 'OF A CHILD

I love it—I love it—the laugh of a
Now ripnling and gentle, now merry
4
Ringing out on the air with its inno-
cent

Like the of a bird in the twi-
mthc:; &:’hv:n-nunm
on

tones of a bell,

Or the music that dwells in the heart
of & shell;

Oh, the laugh of a child, so wild and
#0

Is the merriest sound in the world
for me.

—Athelwood.
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never puss sweeping and wholesale con-
demnation on amusements in general;
but counsel and guide as to the form
they shall take. When amusement be-
comes the business of life, or when it
interferes with the proper discharge of
business in life, it is a damage. Goethe
well sald,. If man had a higher idea
of himself and his destiny, he would
nelther call his business amusement nor
amuse himself instead of transacting
business.” Two extremes should be
avolded, making a business of amuse-
ment and being so absorbed in business
as to grow sordid, by reason of it en-
tire lack. One strong objection to much
present-day amusement is that it con-
sumes hours that should be spent in re-
creative sleep, and so unfits its votaries
for the active duties of the succeeding
day. Amusement that so robs a young
man or woman, {8 wrong, no matter
what form it takes. But In this strenu-
ous age some form of amusement is
necessary to all, and if it be selected so
as to combine recreation and pleasure,
and if it be so arranged to minister to,
rather than rob body and mind, nothing
can be said adversely to it. That popu-
lar amusements might be improved in
these respects we all admit, and that
the Church, the Hume, and the School
might do more for their improvement, T
think we may all agree.

Self-Dlscovery

It was Thomas A Kempis who said,
“The better you understand yourself,
the less cause you will find to love
vourself.” True and honest self-exami-
nation may reveal much that is unlove-
1y, no matter how far advanced we may
ba in Christian experience; yet it Is
wise that we really know ourselves inti-
mately. Perhaps many people are more
concerned about their neighbors than
themselves; but that is no excuse to
you and me for having but a superficial
acquaintance with our own real, inner
selves. How much do you know, not
simply about yourself, but of yourself,
as no other being but God can know
you? These are days of hurry and
bustle, of jostling crowds and thronging
multitudes. One s seldom alone. And
even If he seek solitude the tingling of
the telephone bell scarce leaves him
solitary for a quarter of an hour. One
has hardly time to get alone and think.
Little wonder, therefore, if a man is
but poorly acquainted with himself,
Yet self-examination pays, and to dis-
cover oneself, no matter what the an-
alysis reveals, is profitable. Are my
motives pure, my spirit kind, my prin-
ciples sound, my secret, hidden springs
of action right, my ambition noble, my
heart clean? A host of such queries
confront us when we give God a chance
to speak to our souls. Much that s
unlovely will certalnly be exposed to

methodically do their allotted work,
remember that generally the best way
to do something that you see needs
doing, is to form yourself into a com-
mittee of one and 3

The Amusement Craze
1 heard this expression tha othsr day,

ye, and vet, with it
nll will come the x!nrv of the thought
that God loves us, and Ly thke omnipo-
tence of Love will transform us iIf we
but give Him right-of-way in our lives.
Though such submission may seem to
involve present loss in the self-denial
Involved, it will bring permanent gain as
the results of the process become mani-
fest. The cause of sniritual unrest is self-
will; the secret of abiding peace is self-
surrender. God's way for us is one of

and at first was
with it. But on second thought it was
suggested to me that this generation
is no more under its spell than previous
ones have been. It is easy to rail at
youth and judge It censorlously; but it
is hardly wise or falr to condemn the
young for the very things that their
fathers have done before them. The
desire for amusements is natural to
the human race, and in some form or
other all its members seek it. We should

accruing from His dally domi-
nance of our 1ives, We may prevent it by
wilful insubordination, and, choosing our
own path, enjoy the passing pleasure of
self-gratification; butso doing, we rob our-
selves of the enduring profit that only
those can know who keep themselves in
cheerful harmony with His mind and will.
To discover one's real relation to God, and
to subjugate oneself to His control, are
t.ldn first steps to such a life of fillal bless-

neas.
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The Heritage of Young Methodism

day are heirs of all the ages.

It sounds like a paradox, but it
is nevertheless true, that the youngest
of us is the oldest, the last on the earth,
starting life with an Inherited experi-
ence, a racial wisdom, beyond anything
the childlike patriarchs of long ago pos-
sessed.

THE young men and women of to-

“ For we that on these days are thrown
Must be the oldest ancients known.
. . . .
For man alone—of all that lives
In ocean, earth, or air —derives
Light from his fellows: man alone,
By looking backwards, marches on.”

But young Methodists have an in-
herftance of their own, and my object
is to awaken them to a sense of Its
splendor and worth.

First and foremost, there is what we
owe to the unbroken Spiritual Life of
the Christian Church. The roots of
Methodism strike deep into the past.
While we glory in the success of to-
day, and the promise of to-morrow, we
must not forget the debt we owe to
yesterday.

From the heights of the past living
streams of holy influence converge and
unite in John Wesley, and flow on
through him and his co-workers to the
refreshing of the wide world. Born lu
a rectory, and trained at Oxford, our
great leader brought with him the
scholarly and devout traditions of the
Anglican Church. Through both father
and mother he was linked to all that
was best in Puritanism. By his friend-
ship with Peter Bohler, the Moravian,
he touched another circle of influence,
which reaches back to John Huss and
the Bohemian Brethren, and through
them to John Wiclif and his poor
preachers of the fourteenth century.
The thrilling story of the great change
that took place in the little room at
Aldersgate, where “one was reading
Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the
Romans,” establishes a bond of union
betwéen Wesley and the men of the Re-
formation. Every age of the Church
contributed to the making of Method-
18m.

Ours, too, is a heritage of Character.
We have no roll of saints. The early
Methodists were, most of them, obscure
men. ‘“Not many wise, not many
mighty, not many noble, were called.”
But the men and women who stirred
the eighteenth century from its lethargy
and sin are worthy to have their names
inscribed on any calendar. One can only
take names at random: John Nelson,
the Yorkshire stonemason, against
whom mobs and press-gungs raged in
vain; Haime, Evans, and Clements, in-
trepid Christian soldiers, the last of
whom, wounded and fallen, declared
even in the midst of the roar and din
of battle, “I am as happy as I can be
out of Paradise”; John and Mary
Fletcher, two radiant souls; Howell
Harris, who tore up the fallow-ground
of little Wales * like a large harrow ”;
Gideon Ouseley, the flery apostle of Ire-
land. And then, as Methodism broke
bonds and flooded other lands, Barbara
Heck, the brave woman who ventured
into a gaming house, flung the gam-
blers’ cards upon the fire, and whose
burning zeal led to the preaching of the
first Methodist sermon in New York;
Asbury and his circuit riders, who dared
the perils of the wilderness for the

HIS is the second article of a series

REV. W. B. FITZGERALD
Leeds, Eng.

ol th- ‘Wesleyan
Church, soclety of i:n ‘branches
lll 174, m mem! is editor ol
“he Guild,” ts
of Meth
e

tory

embers.
m lllﬂlol ﬂl “The Roo
seoti

REV. W. B. FITZGERALD.

faith that was in them; Barnabas and
William Shaw in South Africa; Leigh
and Hunt in Australia and Fiji; there
is scarcely a land without its Methodist
ploneers. As the heir to some stately
mansion looks upon the portraits on his
walls, and feels his own pulse beat
faster, as he remembers their deeds of
gold; so we, in this gallery of our
spiritual ancestry, may have our hearts
stirred by the zeal, the devotion, the
heroism, of these men and women of
the past.

We Methodists have a glorious in-
heritance of Song. Methodism came
singing into the world, and the echoes
of that early day are not silent yet.
The hymns which sent tears streaming
down the faces of Kingswood colliers
and Cornish smugglers are to-day en-
shrined in every Church hymnal. To
pass from the psalms of Sternhold and
Hopkins, of whom it was sald that
‘“their plety was better than their
poetry,” to the hymns of John and
Charles Wesley, was nothing less than
a revolution, The gladness of * Oh, for
a thousand tongues to sing,” and the
lmmorml music of “ Jesus, lover of my
soul,”” touched deep resonant chords in
the hearts of the pdople. There was an
intense personal note in the new somng
which made it a factor of no mean im-
portance in the new evangelism.

*'Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For, O my God, it found out me.”

Among our treasures not the least pre-
clous are these gems of holy song.

We must not forget the heritage of
Christian Truth handed down to us by
our fathers. It is none the less ours,

because it is every man's. It Is ours
in a speclal senc., because the Method-
ist revival gave emphasis to its most
soul-searching doctrines. In a dead,
godless age, when Christianity was
talked of contemptuously as an outworn
creed; when, In Great Britain and Am-
erica, the new populations created by a
growing industrialism were practically
pagan, it was ke a breath of new life
when men, aglow with love to Christ,
boldly proclaimed that

All men re¢ed to be saved;
All men may be saved;
All may inow themselves saved; and
All may be saved to the uttermost.

We are not alone in preaching the gos-
pel of health and deliverance to-day,
but it was our fathers who made it a
living gospel in the lives and hearts of
the people, and sent it out over the seas
to far-off lands. Many of the old
phrases have lost their freshness amd
potency, but the truths behind them
are as essential as they ever were, and
it is for us to give them living ex-
pression.

Once aga'n we inherit from the past
a worthy t .dition of Social Enthusi-
asm. John Wesley was an individual-
ist, but, broader than his theory, he
vigorously attacked the social problems
of his time. He belleved heartily in
applied Christianity. If he saw a griev-
ous wrong he asked for no ecclesiastical
precedent before attempting to set it
right. His dispensaries, his loan socle-
tles, his orphan houses, were aaticipa-
tions of that larger social service called
forth by the more complicated needs of
to-day. The man whe honestly tries to
right the wrong is a lineal descendant
of our founder.

We must not forget to count as part
of our inheritance the large Catholicity
of spirit which characterized not only
John Wesley himself, but so many of
the early Methodists. * The world is
my parish,” was his daring motto, and
it is woven into the very fibre of Method-
ism. To-day we are witnessing the re-
awakering of this spirit. We are link-
ing our world-wide forces. Old differ-
ences disappear in the light of common
need. And while consolidating our
Methodist strength by union, our sym-
pathies deepen towards all who love
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. We
are beginning to understand the spirit
of John Bunyan's words, spoken to his
congregation at Bedford when he
preached to them for the last time,
* Seest thou a man with the spirit of
God in him? Love him! Love him!
Thou and he must meet in Heaven one
day. Love one another and do good
to one another.”

A noble heritage! An inspiring herit-
age! If young Methodists only live up
to their privileges they ought to be
among the best Christians and most
valuable citizens the world contains.
Link hands, all the world round, for
the uplift of all that is earnest, worthy,
and true.

*“ Lead on, O Love and Mercy,

O Purity and Power!

Lead on till peace eternal
Shall close this battie-hour;

Till all who prayed and struggled
To set their brethren free,

In triumph meet to praise Thee,
Most Holy Trinity.”
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Life’s Evening

REV. DR. PASCOE, HamuroN, ONT.

HE evening of a good man's life

I ought to be, and usually s, its

brightest and best period, in
spite of the growing weakness of in-
creasing years, the burden of which be-
comes more and more difficult to carry.
Think of it! The voyage of life is so
nearly ended and the haven of rest is
8o near at hand. So brief a span of
life remaining, and then—the life eter-
nal! Why, of all earthly crowns, that
which is most glorious is the whiten-
ing head of the aged Christian, whose
piety is ripe and mellow!

Yes, think of it! Past is the fiery
vehemence of youth; past are all Its
perils, all its strong and often sudden
variations of passionate feeling, all its
wild impulses, all its dreams and fears.
Youth i8 only a memory now,—a land-
scape of life which les farther, much
farther, away from the present than
Heaven does. It is still within sight in
the distance, back yonder. As viewed
from the hills of the Beulah-land, a soft
sweet light plays over it, as the recollec-
tion of unnumbered mercies brings into
distinctness its many and varied fea-
tures. There is no sighing for that dis-
tant past, for life is richer now.

Past, too, are the hopes and struggles
of vigorous manhood and all the strong
man's toil, which involved so many in-
terests—interests of God and man, in-
terests of time and eternity; past all its
battles and storms, all its achievements
and reverses; past, seasons of trial and
places of weeping, where the heart wae
wrung with grief, and all bright things
looked dim because they were seen
through the mists of tears, Past are
the scenes of joy,—that in which the
heart found its life-mate, and life
brightened into bliss through virtuous
love, and the tie was knit that death
only could sever; that, when the first-
born came, as a precious gift from God;
that still brighter time and scene, when
and where the soul first truly felt that
God indeed is love, and that He had
lovingly forgiven sin. And those bright
gpots which are seen as memory lngers,
where all earth's weariness and woe

sweltering hours of the days of painful
labor were. It stores ¢ vay the fruit-
age of that strenuous time, and uses it
‘ More blessed?” Yes! For never was
Christ so precious, never the assurance
s0 sweet and full as now it is, that
““all things work togeiher for good.”
Never before were there such displays
of the Heavenly Father's loving care, as
in these days, “ when the grasshopper
bocomes a burden.” Never was the
throne of grace so accessible as now;
never so clear the conception and con-
fidence of the truth that—

“To die, I8 but to fall asleep,
In the soft arms of God.”

The years, the months, the weeks, the
days, fly swiftly now. In a little time
the twelfth hour shall strike. The
weepers will, as the last stroke falls,
call it *“ night and death,” but in reality
it will be day, and life, and Heaven.
Call it midnight if you will, but to the
ransomed soul, it will be high eternezl
noon. The light of the undying day
kissed the hill-tops (vng ago; and now,
at eventide there shall be,—There is
light.

Narrow-Minded Men
REV, R. 0. ARMSTRONG, M.A., VIRDEN, MAN.

In that most stimulating and interest-
ing bicgraphy of the late Rev. Hugh
Price Hughes, by his daughter, reference
is made to an incident in her father's
career, ' where he began one of the
great patient works of his life—the edu-
cation of the narrow-minded.” This is
not a task that men will readily seek
for, but there is perhaps no greater
work in the world. It certainly ranks
next in blessedness to the work of con-
sidering the poor; and, like the poor,
the narrow-minded are always with us
The fact ig, by a littlc vigilant searching,
we will find traces of this defect pretty
near our own doors.

When Hugh Price Hughes was in his
prime, Methodism was in a state of tur-

AT THE CLOSE OF

were forgotten in the rich, full joy of
God's manifested presence,—past, all
past! And yet, how it all comes back to
increase the gladness of this later day!

And now, if the sun does lie low and
sinks lower; If the shadows of the even-
ing begin to lengthen and deepen in
chill portent of the coming night, that
men call death;—yet is the late even-
tide of life more blessed than all the

A STORMY DAY. "

moil through the influence of a transi-
tion stage in our national and ecclesi-
astical life. Methodism, though founded
by & man of culture, had not appealed
very largely to either the intellectual or
soclal aristocracy. Hughes thought that
it should. He did not see why thousands
should leave our Church every year
pressed out through an intolerant nar-
rowness on the part of many leading

ERA.
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members. Methodism in politics was
conservative. They looked with sus-
picion on the growing influence of de-

mocracy. Democracy they thought was
irreliglous. It did not attend Class-
meeting. Cobden and Bright were to

them more or less dangerous leaders.
Husghes saw differently and set himself
in alliance with the reformers, believing
that the motive of these men at heart
was moral and uplifting. So the conflict
was on. Hughes, his daughter says, was
patient. No doubt many thought other-
wise, as he was strong in debate and
sald some things ‘‘ hard to be under-
stood.”

There are narrow-minded people in
the world yet. You find them most plen-
tiful around Churches. 7There are two
reasons for this. They are more easily
secen there in contrast to the broad, gen-
erous character of Christianity. Then,
ii is the glory of the Christian gospel
that it can adapt itself to the needs of
all, and help, in time, even the narrow-
minded. Macaulay refers to one of the
characters he describes in his history as
‘an honest and pious, but narrow-
winded man."” A plous, traditional kind
of average Church life appeals to capa-
cities of that type.

Narrow-mindedness is largely a matter
of temperament. If it prevails in its rule
the result will be bad, just as would be
the case if any one other temperament
prevailed. Both the Puritans and anti-
Furitans ran things to excess. They
both showed bigotry, out of which great
evils grew. The work of the Church to-
day s to learn the nature of this tem-
perament, its characteristics, and give it
its due. Patlence is required. So, it
there are those around over whom we
can exercise our patience, should we not
be thankful? The best teacher for the
narrow-minded is example: therefore,
set it. Logic will have very- little effect
on them. They simply cannot reason
Their conceptions are all in units. They
can't see beyond their local surround-
ings. You may take infinite patience in
explaining things to them, but if they
are convinced at all it is your patience
and not your argument that does it.
Without intending to be cruel, they have
a merciless way of criticising. Narrow-
mindedness is generally conceited, and
this conceit finds expression by criticis-
ing the powers that be. Those powers
do not need to get annoyed, because, af-
ter all, such criticism is a compliment.
The narrow man swoops down on his
contemporaries when he is least expect-
ed. 1t is generally some defect in gen-
erosity or success that calls forth his
wrath,

The great virtue of such men is their
staying qualities. That works both ways,
of course. He holds on to his narrow-
ness and he holds on to his Church. He
Is not easily offended. If he was, his re-
demption would be well nigh hopeless in
this impatient age. One of the hardest
things in the world to conciliate is
offended littleness. Therefore, be patient
with all men In these days of larger
wovements, Imperialism in politics,
anion of the churches, and world-wide
evangelism, let us not think or speak
unkindly of those who do not see the
larger vision just yet. They are faithful
men, just the same, and those of larger
vigilon may need more carefulness to
temper their own characters,

Only a life of barren pain,

Wet with sorrowful tears for rain,

Warmed sometimes by a wandering gleam

Of joy that seemed but a happy dream,

A life as common and brown and bare

As the box of earth in the window there;

Yet it bore at last the preclous bloom

Of a perfect soul in a narrow room—
as the snowy leaves that fold

Over the flower's heart of gold.
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The Epworth League as a Spiritual Force

REV. J. E. PETERS, DeresaM CENTRE, ONT,

(NOTE: In an address on this important
theme, given at the Norwich District Ep-
worth League Convention, some time ago,
Mr, Peters reminded the young people of the
essentially spiritual purpose of League
work, in part as this article sets forth,
His message is timely and_merits careful
study by all our workers.—Ed.)

N the directly spiritual work of the

League all the forces developed else-

where are to be exerted. The soclal
activities aim at widening the acquaint-
ance of the members, strengthening
their friendships, giving them a larger
knowledge of human nature, teaching
them the art of personally reaching
their fellows; but the end in all is
that they may win others to Christ.
The literary work aims to introduce
elevating and ennobling influences from
the great realms of literature, science
and art, to develop a wholesome mental
discipline, to train the young speaker
in powers of expression, that he may
acquire self-command by practice and
be able to give a pleasing and profitable
statement of his ideas; but all this,
too, that as a student he may be able
to come to the Word of God with in-
creasing ability to study, and then as
a worker go forth with helpful ministry
to others because of the knowledge and
spirit thus acquired.

Here we lay the emphasis. The great
object that underlaid all the thought
and plans of those who called the
League into existence was that it might
be a spiritual force. Faliling in this
it fails absolutely as an Epwonth
League.

But how is this force to make its
constraining and restraining power
manifest?

We must look first to the individual
member. All the good in him must be
made to move. If he ds to be a Chris-
tian worker, he must be born from
above, and his whole life must be one
of faith working by love. The charaoter,
rather than the brilllancy or enthusi-
asm of the worker, Is the essential. If
we want to lead others to Christ we
must have been to Christ ourselves; if
we want to help others we must have
tested the methods of rellef that we
commend; if we want to get others to
work we must say, “ Come,” not “ Go!"
Always, and everywhere, we must be
what we expect others to be,—we must

feel the love of Christ constraining ws. .

And what of the restraining power of
spiritual force? How much there is in
us that must be made to stop. One is
easily offended If she is not sufficiently
noticed; another will do nothing if he
cannot have hig own way; another en-
gages in questionable amusements.
These faults are visible, but there are
more within us which are seen only by
Omniscience. There is a spiritual force
that, applied to all the faults and blem-
ishes In our characters, will act as an
emergency brake and stop them, some-
times with a sudden jar, and again more
slowly. Stopped they must be, how-
ever, if we are to be forceful units in
an Epworth League.

An Epworth League is a mmion of
such Individual members, qualified for
service by the comstraining and restrain-
ing power of spiritual force. How and
where is this force to manifest itself in
this unfon?

1. The young people’s Prayer-meeting.
Here we need bright and thoughtful
singing; the singing of hymns that have
“go” in them, and yet hymns that will
go with us to the end of the journey
because they possess that which'is not
omly a pleasant fancy, but which is true
to the feelings and aspirations of uni-
versal Christendom. We need prayers

from as many members as possible; oc-
caslonally sentence prayers for variety,
but the more regular form of prayer
oftener. That League will be the great-
est spiritual force that has the largest
number of members who, in private and
in public, are gifted in prayer. All can-
not sing, all eannot speak to edification,
but all may have power with God and
with man. by means of the fervent
prayer of the righteous.

2. The monthly Cowsecration meeting.
This should never be allowed to become
formal, to degenerate into a mere call-
ing of the ro!l and the haphazard hunt-
ing up of some verse of Scripture or

PHoTO 8Y J. J. WOOLNOUGH,
THE EVENING OF LIFE.

of a hymn, that may be in no way true
to the member's experience, or a real
expression of his desires. This meet-
ing is essentially the members’ meet-
ing; after it is once opened the leader
can have but little to do with making
it a success. It must be planned for
by each individual. He must strive to
be present, must send an appropriate
verse if he is forced to be absent, must
arrange to say or quote,—not read,—
something that is really an expression
of his experience or his aspirations. He
must be alert to catch some ideas or
ingpiration from what others say, and,
above all, he must realize that his re-
sponse to his name is a solemn renewal
of all his vows to God.

3. Look-out work. Those who under-
take to work here must be devoted, en-
thusiastic and persistent. Each mem-
ber may constitute himself his brother's
keeper whenever he sees that a word
fitly spoken would be helpful. Let
those of us who are in the inner circle
of the active members be especially
busy. Our work will be all the more
effective for being planned. Let the
Look-out Committee take time to con-
sider carefully every case that needs
attention, and let different members be
appointed to see that person on differ-
ent days. When such an one finds that
s0 many are interested in him he will
be more likely to take their solicitations
to heart, and yield to their wishes. It
is morally certain that no League can
long continue to be a spiritual force
that allows its members to be indiffer-
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ent to their duties without making an
earnest effort to reclarm such, and that
is not on the look-out for nmew mem-
bers, both active and associate.

4. Missionary Work. The watchwords
of the Forward Movement, “ Pray,
Study, Give,” are at once & practical
and a spiritual force. Left to itself the
local League has no other than a cir-
cumseribed objective, but linked with
the other Leagues of the District it has
a distinet interest in the missionary
that it is helping to support in some
far-away fleld. Day by day, in addition
to the power received in answer to our

missionary’s own prayers, will be the
inereased power that vomes to him in
answer to ours. But our sphere of in-

fiuence is not limited to him. We must
pray for those amongst whom he works,
thal they may be prepared to
recelve his message. There s
a subtle fascination in the idea
that we can project our spirit-
nal foree as a District League
so far afield, and that in so
projecting it we do not dissl-
pate, but conserve it. We are
not to be merely a financlal
force in the mission field,—we
must be a spiritual force as
well; the possibility of large
financial support may not be
ours, but the possibility of our
gpiritual support is based upon
the omnipotence and the omni-
presence of the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

5. The regular services of
the church. The type for the
church to copy is the family,
not the boarding school. As
it s best for children and for
parents that they be found liv-
ing together where their mu-
tual influence will act and re-
act, 8o in the church. To draw
a sharp line of demarkation
between services for the young
people and for the old people
is particularly unfortunate for
both classes. The weekly
prayer-meeting isa place where
the leaguers may be a very ef-
fective spiritual force. Who
petter thanthe young people can
get to the service when the night is dark,
or cold, or stormy? Who better than
they can help in the service of song?
Who will better encourage those who
are bearing the burdens of the church
than the young people who cheerfully
come up to the help of the Lord? When
Leaguers can so effectually hearten their
pastor and the fathers and mothers in
Israel by a reasonably regular attend-
ance upon all the means of grace,—
Sabbath days and week days,—by par-
ticipation in the quarterly love feast
and the sacramental service, surely they
wiil not thoughtlessly or wilfully neglect
such did spheres of infl

The light that enters by one window
of this church blends so completely with
the light that enters by the other win-
dows, that no one can tell where its
particular sphere of influence may be
restricted,—the whole church is lighted.
In like manner the spiritual force of
each League can be so blended with the
gpiritual force exerted by all other or-
ganizations of the church at large, that
all shall be resolved into a unit in hast-
ening on that glorious consummation
when Christ shall see of the travail of
His soul and shall be satisfied.

You must be sure of two things—you
must love your work and not be always
looking over the edge of it, wanting your
play to begin; you must not be ashamed
of your work and wanting to be doing
something else.—George Eliot.
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Peter—the Apostolic Leader

REV. J. H. M'ARTHUR, 8.T.D.

As a Fisherman (Luke 5: 1-11; Jno.
21: 3).~—The men whom God calls into
his service are not the idlers, but the
workers, not the men who have nothing
else to do, but the men who are already
engaged in some form of work., Moses
was keeping the flock of Jethro his
father-in-law, Elisha was ploughing,
Amos was tending his sheep on the hill-
tops of Tekoa, Levi was collecting taxes,
and Peter was fishing, when God called
them to public service in His Kingdom.
The men whom God calls to honorable
service are those who have already
learned the beneficial discipline of
labor. Peter was a fisherman, and on
two different occasions Jesus directed
him where to cast his net so that he
got great hauls of fish. Jesus called
him to be a fisher of men, and under
His direction the Apostle succeeded in
gathering great companies of men into
the gospel net.

As a Diseiple (Jno. 1: 40-42; Luke 5:
1-11, 6: 13-16).—There were three
stages In the history of Peter's fellow-
ship with Jesus, as there were also in
the case of certain other disciples. The
first stage commenced when John the
Baptist pointed Jesus out to his dis-
ciples as the Lamb of God. Then it was
that Peter was brought to Christ by his
own brother Andrew. In this stage the
disciples were simply believers in Jesus
as the Christ, and were his occasional
companions, especially on festive occa-
sions. (See John 1: 4.)

The second stage commenced when
Jesus found Peter and his partners at
Capernaum in pursuit of their occupa-
tion as fishermen, when, in response to
the invitation of the Master, ** they for-
sook all, and followed him."” Peter and
his partners became the constant com-
nanions of the Master, which involved
the habitual abandonment of their secu-
lar occupations. (See Luke 5: 1-11.)

The third stage commenced when
Jesus formally called and set apart
The Twelve, as a select band to be
trained for the Apostleship. It was the
privilege of these chosen men to be
always near the Master, to witness his
wonderful works of mercy, and to hear
his wonderful words of wisdom and of
grace.

While this was the privilege of the
whole apostolic band, yet Peter and
James and John seem to have received
special attention from Jesus. These
three were taught special lessons in
private, and were witnesses of scenes
to which the others were not admitted.
They only were admitted into the room
where Jairus' daughter lay dead, and
were witnesses of Jesus' miracle in re-
storing her to life. They only were
witnesses of Jesus' glorions experience
on the Mount of Transfiguration. They
only were chosen to be near Jesus while
He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane.
To Peter and John was entrusted the
work of preparing the last passover.
It would appear that in all these ex-
periences Peter was being trained for

special  leadership in the church.
‘“Jesus had many things to say that
oniy trained hearers could fathom,

many things to 4o that only loyal pupils
could undertake, a legacy of service to
leave that only skilled followers could
carry out."”

«As a Leader (Matt, 16: 13-20) —Peter
seems to have been the recognized lead-
er among the disciples, and that in spite
of occasional jealousies which called for
the Master’s rebuke. He was spokesman
for the twelve. This may have heen due
fo his impulsive nature, his innate am-
bitions, bis outspoken manner, and the
natural Loldness of his heart; qualities

which tended to push him to the front.
1L was Peter who sought to know the
meanirg of the parable of the Watchful
Servant, and who asked the Master for
the interpretation of the law of forgive-
ness, and of the law of defilement. He
was the first to recognize the Lord as he
came walking on the water, and, with
characteristic boldness, ventured out
upon its surface to meet him. He was
the first to utter the famous confession,
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God,” on account of which
Jesus promised him the keys of heaven,
by which we understand the power to
exercise the legislative and judicial
functions of the Church. Hence we find
Peter proposing to fill the vacanecy in

PETER
Eager, torrential soul, which oft o'er-
Al b:luu conventional, and poured
vlmﬂ ways & welfhood deep
Yet 'neath the pline of love this
Of foam became the rock, Truth's
And bulwark 'gainst the seething
tides of

‘When Pen! flame baptized

his tongue,
Til martyrdom fulfilled his Lord's
0 m Love and of the Cross,
“Lovest me?” and

1Is counted and death is large
Ulnx“m:'n the only goal of
wtrif

The vision alt absorbs eternity.
~—From “mn‘ the Immortals,” b,
R, Walter Wright. y
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who was full of good works, Dorcas of
Joppa. The Church of God to-day, in
sending out missionaries to the ba-
nighted peoples of the world, must send
out men who, like Peter and his fellow-
apostles, are able to heal the bodies of
men as well as their souls.

As an Author (1 and 2 Peter) —Peter
has left us two Epistles, besides a num-
ber of sermons and addresses recorded
in the Book of The Acts.

From the Epistles of Peter we note
three things which we learn with re-
ference to his character:—

First, his faitifulness in obeying his
Master's last  injunction.—* Feed my
sheep.” He sought to comfort and to
encourage and to warn the followers of
Jesus. In his First Epistle he preaches
the Gospel of Hope to the persecuted
Christians of Asia Minor. In his Sec-
ond, he sounds a note of warning against
the false teachers, who were already
making their influence felt in the early
Chureh.

Secondly, Peter was not original, but
practical.—There is no evidence in his
writings that he was an original thinker
like Paui. An examination of his First
Epistle shows how much he was de-
pendent upon the thought of others. In
this short Epistle of 105 verses there
are 35 references to passages in the
Old Testament, 30 references to the
teaching of Jesus as recorded in the
Gospels, 16 references to passages in
Paul's Epistle to the Romans, 17 refer-
ences to Paul’'s Epistle to the Ephesians,
one reference to Paul's Epistle to the
Galatians, and eight references to the
Epistle of James. He thoroughly studied,
inwardly digested, and was powerfully
influenced by the principles of Christ,
the teaching of the Old Testament, and
the Letters of Paul and James.

Thirdly, Peter was wonderfully influ-
enced by his company.—He received im-
pressions easily, and could not with-
out an effort avoid reflecting the tone
of the company in which he lived. His

the apostolic band made by the deser-
tion and death of Judas, and exercising
the judicial function in rebuking An-
nanias and Sapphira his wife, so that
they both fell down dead. As leader,
he preached the sermon on the day of
Pentecost; he went down with John to
Samaria to establish a church after the
preaching of Philip; he was sent as the
first to preach the gospel to the Gen-
tiles, to Cornelius and his family; and
he pleaded at the Council of Jerusalem
for the recognition of the Gentile con-
verts In all the privileges of the Chris-
tian Church.

As a Preacher (See Acts 1-15) —Under
the influence of the Holy Spirit, Peter
preached on the day of Pentecost a ser-
mon of such great power that men were
pricked to their heart, ~nd some 3,000
of them were led to accept the crucified
and risen Christ as their Saviour. In
this sermon, as In all his recorded ser-
mons and addresses, his central theme
was, “ Jesus whom ye crucified.” His
preaching was in the power of the Spirit,
with the result that many people were
converted, and the Church added daily
to her numbers.

As a Christian Philanthropist (Acts 3:
1-11, 9: 32, 36).—"Silver and gold have
I none, but such as I have, give I to
thee: in the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk.” Thus did
Peter bless his suffering fellow-men.
His sympathies went out to the needy
and the afflicted, and, like his Divine
Master, he healed them. He cured the
cripple who waited at the gate of the
temple called Beautiful so that he
leaped for joy, praising God. He re-
stored a man who had been stricken
with palsy for eight years, Aeneas of
Lydda. He brought back to life a woman

inently sympathetic nature helped to
make him a great leader, but, at the
same time, it tended to make him large-
ly dependent upon the thoughts and
feelings of others.

When Jesus was yet a free man,
Peter draws the sword to defend him;
but when he was arrested, Peter's cour-
age falls, and he begins to follow afar
off. The presence of the Master and
His disciples makes him bold, and he
professes himself ready fo die with
Him; but the presence of his enemies
makes him a coward, and he actually
denies his Lord. At the sight of Christ
he is bold and walks upon the water;
but at the sight of the waves he fears,
and sinks. At the Council of Jerusalem,
he makes bold to offer the Gentile
Christians the right hand of fellowship;
but when certain Jewish Christ
came from James, his boldness deserts
him, fear seizes him, and he gives the
cold shoulder to his Gentile brethren,
By nature he appears to be a boastful
coward, but by the grace of God he
becomes a courageous martyr.

God In National Life

It sometimes seems to me that we look
upon life as one might look upon a
chessboard in which the pleces played
the game themselves. Now it is a knight,
now it is a castle, now it is a pawn, now
it is a bishop, now it is a king that
moves; and why they move back and
forth, and what the end of it all will be,
we are puzzled to determine. But these
great historians of the past saw God's
hand on the chessmen, saw Him moving
them, #hd knew that at the end white
would checkmate black, and sweep the
black off from the conquered hoard.~——
Lyman Abbott.
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The Summer School Movement

REV. C,

HE more we multiply the recep-
I tive years of any life, the larger
will be the outcome of that life.
Mary of our young people who have
been parted from school days under the
pressing duties of this worid, realie
the need of eavnest and thorough stud)
of the greac prablems which face the
Church In this age o1 religious renals-
sance. Hence the very name ‘ Summer
School " becomes inviting tc many of
our youth. So great is the popularity
of this modern institution that mew
schools are being opened every season
Another clase of pecple, some of
whom are longer young, welcome
this institution because it enables them
to take a week's holiday under condi-
tions which are re-creative to mind
and spirit whilst affording wholesome
pleasures. So long as we can keep the
right balance bolween work and play
at these Summer Schools, they will ap-
peal to an increasing number of this
class of attendants. It we should make
the mistake of trying to crowd uvery
hour with work, as did the Chautauqua
movement a generation ago, we would
fail to reach this important constitu-
ency of people whom we ought to in-
fluence and whose help we need.
The programme followed by
Summer School this year, which s
to me almost ideal, was as follow
7.30 am., ‘“Mound Meetings
prayer and praise, were held in small
groups at different parts of the grounds
for half an hour. Breakfast at 8 a.m.
The whole school assembled at 9 a.m.
for an hour's systematic study of the
Bible. The next hour, relieved by some

ROCK LAK

singing, was occupled with an address
from one of the instructors. The ad-
dresses by the instructors followed a
definite system upon the theme of their
department. At 11 a.m., the whole
school broke up into groups, according
to preference, for the detailed study
of one of the books in the Course of
Study. These classes closed promptly
at noon. After luncheon the entire
afternoon was given to pleasures and
sports, so happily arranged as to gratify
various tastes and suit all classes. In
the evening a public meeting was held,
introduced by a song service, at which
one of the instructors gave an address,
continuing his line of educational talks.
This meeting closed with a short devo-
tional service, and yet there was time
left for pleasant social intercourse be-
fore the friends retired for the night
Such a programme of work and play,

. SCOTT, D.D., BRANTFORD, ONT.

jnaiclously balanced, constitutes a real
“ school,” ministering to our tripartite
human gature, body, mind, and spirit
At no point was it tedious, and whilst
much solid work was done, no student
complained of brain-fag

The Summer School idea originated
in a plan for mission study. But the
desires and needs of the people who
gathered in these schools compelled the
widening of their scope. The majority
of these devoted young people who
meet for study can have only a mone-
tary relationship to the work of mis-
sions. What will they do with their
live: The very study of missionary
themes began a longing to consecrate
their characters as well as their cash
This yearning must be cultivated, in-
formed, directed. Hence Bible stody is
introduced, not in a formal or super-
ficlal way, but in a manner that is
spiritual and personal as well as schol-
arly and profound. If we are to cap-
ture this world for Christ we must con-
serve that greatest asset of the Church

the children who have not yet wan-
dered into sin. So the Sunday School
and Epworth League department is
called in not only to give information
on the best methods of work, but to
correct the aims and inspire the en-
deavors of workers amongst the young
This branch of study is taken up with
avidity at the schools. The best heralds
of the coming King in this age are like
“a volce crying in the wilderness, Pre-
pare ye the way of the Lord.” Chris-
tian eivilization must be more thorough-
lv Christianized if we are to have a re-
ilglon to commend to intelligent

2 BUMN
heathen. To do this effe ve
must cut down much civil eial

and industrial undergrowth, which Im-
pedes the progress of Christian prin-
ciples. Hence the Moral Reform de-
partment is now represented at the
schools, giving information on civie and
social conditions and presenting the new
vigions of social service, No branch of
study is more sought after than this
one. Thus by broadening the scope of
study the interest in the Summer
School has been greatly augmented. The
inspirational and practical value of
these scheols to the young people of
onr Church, many of whom are accepted
leaders in their own communities, can-
not now be estimated, but we are sure
many neighborhoods must feel the
throb of a new life coming from these
centres.

It w

my pleasure to attend three
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chools during the past summer, one
a' Wellington, in the Bay of Quinte
Couference, and two in Manitoba. At
Wellington, a quiet though interesting
town on the shore of Lake Ontario, the
school was privileged to use the equip-
ment and splendid grounds of a sum-
mer hote.. At Rock Lake, in Manitoba,
we were

‘ Far from the madding crowd's ignoble
strife,”

and several miles from the nearest
town and post-office. Here a basin of
the Pembina River forms a beautiful
lake, which is surrounded by heavily-
wooded hillsides. Land has been pur-
chased for the summer school encamp-
ment, which is situated on a high hill-
side overlooking the lake. At Shoal
Lake we ride six miles in a launch to
the southern extremity of the lake,
ground is occupled as a summer resort.
Here we have an exquisite beach, and
across the bay a dismantled Northwest
Mounted Police post, lends romance and
history to the situation.

Space does not permit any detailed
report of the schools, but we are glad
to note that at each of them the spirit-
ual appeals, found response in voluntary
offering of young lives for the mission
field, deaconess work, or the ministry.
ssociation with our returned mission-
aries as well as the talented professors
and connectional officers acting as in-
structors at these schools, will be ever
remembered as a great benediction. The
new friendships formed must enrich us
for all time, and add lustre to our hopes
for the futur Indeed, the final even-
ing at the last school attended seemed
poth a picture and a prophecy We
gathered on the beach after the even-
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ing service. Some pushed off from shore
in boats. A bonfire was lit. The big
stars in the vast depths above us were
reflected in quivering streaks on the
surface of the lake. Around the bonfire
impromptu speech and story were inter-
spersed with the songs of our Christian
faith, until the lingering glow of twi-
light had moved well under the north
gtar. In this north land the roseate
sky of evening just moves across until
it becomes the eastern light of dawn
€0 we seemed to be in the twilight
where two worlds blend, congenial souls
were feeling the sad tinge of parting,
but were cheering one another with the
hope of the dawn of immortial day as
they sang

“Good night! Good night! till we meet
in the morning."

e
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Fanny Crosby: The Blind Hymn-Writer

MISS (. G. WALLACE, ToroNTO, ONT.

of Isaac Watts and the Wesleys

has produced so many hymns

that have been so sweetly expressive of

the faith, hope, aspirations, and pur-

pose of the Christian believer, as the
subject of our sketch.

Frances Jane Crosby, the daughter of

John and Mercy Crosby, was born in

pROBAHLY no one since the days

Southeast, Putnam Co.. N. Y., March 20,
1820. Of her birthplace she writes:
“Amid giant rocks and hills majestic,

sunny glade and fertile plain, the blos-
soms of expectant youth, some of them
frail promises of future harvests, were
gathered in the good old town of South-
east. The scenery in that region is sub-
lime, because natural, and more ma-
jestic than any handiwork of man.
These gracious gifts of natural scenery
left indelibly their imprint upon my
mind; for, though deprived of sight at
the age of six weeks, my imagination
was still receptive to all the influences
around me.” The humble cottage where
the first few years of childhood were
spent, the music of the nearby brook,
the big rock on which she used to sit
and over which apple tree and grape-
vive clasped hands, the voices of the
breeze, the warbling of the birds, the
hum of the bee,—all brought messages
of inspiration to her listening ear and
discovered to her * the fountain of per-
petual youth flowing from the very
heart of nature.”

Her father died when she was very
young, and she was very carefully
trained and guided by mother and
grandmother, both of whom, being
women of exemplary piety, taught her
useful and abiding lessons. When she
was eight, the family removed to Ridge-
field, Conmecticut, and lived there for
six years. In speaking of the sojourn
here, she says: ‘ Mrs. Hawley, a kind
Christian lady, in whose house we re-
sided, and who had no children of her
own, became deeply interested in me,
and under her supervision I acquired
a thorough knowledge of the Bible. She
gave me a number of chapters each
week to learn, so that at the end of
twelve months I could repeat a large
portion of the first four books of the
O1d Testament, and the four Gospels.
At Sunday School we children would
stand in turn in the aisles and repeat
passages that had been committed to
memory during the previous week. The
habit of thoroughly learning my les-
sons helped me many times when I
was obliged to learn long passages as a
pupll and afterwards as a teacher, in
the New York Institution for the
Blind.”

At a very early age her talent for
rhyming and versification was mani-
fested. The verse written when she was
only eight vears old, reveals a happy
c'i'lsp(wdtlon under discouraging condl-

ons: —

“Oh, what a happy soul am I!

Althongh T cannot see;

1 am resolved that in this world
Contented T will be.

How many blessings I enjoy
That other people don't!

To weep and sigh because I'm blind,
T cannot, and T won't.”

When fifteen years old, she was sent
to the New York Institution for the
Blind, in which she was a pupil for
some years, and later a teacher. In
1858 she was married to Mr. Alexander
Van Alstyne, whom she had known as
a pupil and teacher in this Institution.
He insisted, however, that she retain
her literary name, as It had become

known to the public, and by kindly
criticism and advice greatly alded her
in her life-work for forty-four years,
when he was called to a higher service.

During the years spent in the Institu-
tlon there grew, with her environment,
a symmetrical intellectual development,
and her vivid imagination came under
the control of maturing judgment. Her
faculty for metrical expression kept
pace with her other attainments. Her
marvellous memory took the place of
books which were accessible to others.
All her work demonstrates the posses-
sion of a liberal education. The Bible
has ever been to her a treasure-house,
and its language and spirit are por-
trayed in her literary work.

While resident in the Institution its
managers utilized her gift for verse-
making by introducing her to audiences
in order that the aims of the school
might be demonstrated, and parents of
blind children be induced to confide
them to its care. In her volume, “ The
Blind Girl and Other Poems,” published
in 1844, she shows her remarkable
faculty for pleturesque description, and
a knowledge of natural scenery. While
she suffered the privations of the blind,
the light of content and a strong, un-
swerving religious faith pervaded all
her writings. The story of her conver-
sion in 1850, during revival services in
Thirteenth Street Methodist Church,
New York, Is full of interest.

She did not begin to write hymns
until forty-five years of age, the in-
spiration thereto being her acquaintance
with Mr. W. B. Bradbury, the well-
known writer of popular hymn-tunes.
Her first hymn was written for him,
“We are going to a home beyond the
skies.” Following this came a number
of songs, secular and religious, * whose
spring was the musical genius of Brad-
bury, Geo. F. Root, W. H. Doane, Syl-
vester Main, P. P. Bliss, Sankey, and
others.” Most of Fanny Crosby's songs
were written before she produced many
of the hymns, upon which the larger
portion of her reputation is based.
Among them are, * There's Music In
the Air,” * Rosalle, the Prairie Flow-
er,” “The Hazel Dell,” and others.

The story is told of Mr. Doane calling
upon her one morning, saying he was
in & hurry to leave town, but wanted
words on the idea, “ Safe in the Arms
of Jesus.” After he played the air to
which he desired them adapted, she
went to her room, and, returning in
fifteen minutes, gave to him the lines
which have ever since proved so full
of consolation. Under similar pressure,
* Rescue the Perishing™ was written.
Her talent, therefore, was an inspira-
tion as much as conscious effort.
Among the most familiar of her hymns
are, ** Saviour, More Than Life to Me,”
“ Some Day the Silver Cord will Break,"”
“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour,”
“ Blessed  Assurance,” ‘Saved by
Grace,” ** All the Way My Saviour Leads
Me,” and ‘' Jesus, Keep Me Near the
Cross.”” The hymn, ‘“ Keep Thou My
Way, O Lord,” appeared in 1869. It
was set to music and used for years as
tha prayer-song Iin the Mayflower Mis-
sfon connected with Plymouth Church,
Brooklyn, N.Y.

It is estimated that the hymns from
her pen number over five thousand.
Many of them have been published by
the Biglow & Main Co., New York, with
vhom she has been associated more
than forty years. Added to these are.
secular songs, cantatas, and other lyric
productions. At her own request some
of her best compositions have appeared
under a “nom de plume.” We have
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been told that she never writes out her
poems, but, completing them in her
mind, dictates to an amanuensis. Thus
she can compose a dozen hymns before
committing them to paper.

For over half a century Fanny Crosby
has been singing, and her songs e
characterized by simplicity, directness,
and intense earnestness. Throughout
the Christian world her elighty-fifth
birthday was observed in 1905, and to
the attention of the public was brought
a most interesting personality, which to
many had been but a name, though her
hymns had become known all over the
world. This gifted woman resides at
Bridgeport, Conn,, and, if spared until
the 24th of March next, will be ninety-
one years of age. ‘‘ Possessed of a
strong and hopeful Christian falth, a
faculty for hard and persistent work,
and a kindly interest in all about her,
she is, even in old age, one of the
brightest of mortals, and the life of
every circle into which she comes.”

Her services to the cause ¢ religion
have won many beautiful tri’ (es from
varfous parts of the world, rhaps the
niost expressive being, * ¥ .uny Crosby
is a blind lady whose rt can see
splendidly in the & o of God's
love.” Frances Ridle ergal, deeply
touched by these we wrote a poem,
which is still greatly prized by Fanny

Crosby: a few of the lines we quote:—

“ Dear blind sister over the sea!
An English heart goes forth to thee.
We are linked by a cable of faith and

sONg,

Flashing bright sympathy
along;

One in the east and one in the west,

Singing for Him whom our souls love
best.

Sister, what will our meeting be,

‘When our hearts shall sing, and our
eyes shall see?”

swift

Upon the bookshelf of all our young
people shculd be * Memories of Eighty
Years,"” her own life story, a volume
full of intensely interesting personal
reminiscences as well as helpful and in-
spiring truths.

Prize Competition
(See next page.)

A scrap-picture-page is before you.
These are veritable scraps. They are
not shown because of artistic merit, but
for their suggestiveness. They all have
a direct relation to various phases of
young life, You will find representa-
tions of indoor and outdoor occupations,
of study and play, of summer and win-
ter, of scenes at home and those far
away—the bits are all from actual life,
of course, and will remind you of many

scenes and assoclations, duties and
pleasures, and what not? When you
have examined the page thoroughly,

think, and then get your pen to work.
1 will give five bound volumes (in cloth)
of THE CaxADIAN EpworTH ERA for 1911
for the best five essays, letters, or com-
positions of any kind, on any subject
whatever, suggested by any part or
parts of the illustration. Choose your
own tople, write on one side of the
paper only, give your name and post-
office address, and mail your production
to me on or before the first of March.
Anybody may write, on any subject sug-
gested by the pictures, and at any
length; but everybody should aim at
clearness, concisenegs, and brevity of
statement. About 500 words ought to
be the limit in length of article. Now,

then, everyvone, get your wits and pens
to work and some of you will surely
| win those five gplendid volnmes.

8. T. BARTLETT.
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Christ’s Doctrine of Monéy

REV.

T. PAUL said: * The love of

S money is the root of all evil.”

This expresses the attitude of
Jesus. He did not condemn mouney as
an economic factor. He emphasized the
influence of the acquisition and distribu-
tion of wealth on the character of the
individual. Gladstone once sald that,
“If you knew how a man deals with
money, how he gets it, spends it, keeps
ir, shares it, you know some of the most
important things about him."”

Jesus treats the problem from three
view-points:

OUR OBLIGATION TO GOD.

Read Matt. 25: 14-30; Luke 13: 12-
27, 12: 16-21, 14: 31-33, 18: 18-30.

Jesus taught that the prime business
of any man is to ‘' seek first the King-
dom of God and His righteousness.” To
work conscientiously and well, not pri-
marily for personal gain, but for the
sake of the work itself and its service
to society, is to be about our Father’s
business.

Jé#us nowhere condemns private, pro-
perty. - He teaches that property is a
trust from God. It is a gift im trust,
for which we must give an account.
Acquisition of property, like the desire
to acquire knowledge, is a-worthy ambi-
tion, provided it is under right direc-
tion and guided to nright ends. When
the possession of wealth becomes the
end of all our effort, it dwarfs our life,
and opens the door to a host of evils.

But God has given us wealth that we
may use it, not tie it up in a napkin,
bury it in a_hole, or store it up in a
burn. The merchant-man in the parable
said, * Trade till I come.” That means
to use our wealth, not for the gain it
brings us, but as stewards of our
Master,

Jesus taught also, that by the right
use of wealth, we Increase it, “to every
one that hath shall be given, and he
shall have abundance.” True faithful-
ness consists in the proper increase, as
well as the right use, of what God has
given, The * Well done, good and faith-
ful servant' comes after “ Thou de-
liveredst unto me five talents; lo, [
have gained other five.”

Stewardship to God involves not only
the responsibility to use and increase
our wealth, but to dedicate it all to His
gervice. This is the erux in Jesus' doc-
trine of stewardship. Jesus does not
ask for a just and equitable distribu-
tion, or a fair ghare of our profits. He
asks for all we have, for the service of

the Kingdom! The evil is not in the in-
crease of wealth as much as in the re-
fu to venounce all for His sake.

Jesus said, ‘ Whosoever he be of you
that forsaketh not all that he hath, he
cannot be My diseiple.”” He said to the

rich your man, * Sell all that thou
hast, and distribute unto the poor, and
come foll« Me."”

It is t motif " of renunciation

that determines our attitude to wealth,
We should at all times view wealth as
coming from God, held in trust for Him,
and at His call handed back. If the
thought of trusteeship fades, and we
are excusing the unrighteous gain of
money, then absolute renunciation is
the only salvation.

Paul shows us that self-renunciation
is not necessarily an indication of holi-
ness. ““ Thongh I bestow all my goods
to feed' the poor, and though I give
my body to be burned, and have not
love, it profits me nothing.” The value
is not in the act of renunciation, but in
the true spirit of love for God, and His
Kingdom, that will sacrifice all for His
gake. The right attitude of soul with
regard to riches is better than the mere

8. T. TUCKER, B.A,, B.D.,, GREENW0OD, ONT."»

renunciation of them. The latter may
lead to a dangerous form of asceticism
Jesus offers us two alternatives——mas-
tery for the sake of His Kingtdom, and
abandonment for His own sake,

RELATION TO OTHERS.

Read Matt, 6: 1-4, 9: 1-8; Mark, 12:
41-44,

Every man who holds wealth or
power is a steward, not only to God,
but also to society. Our responsibility
to others in regard to wealth may be
considered from two aspects. They are
weli expressed by the prophet, ““ Do

- justly and love mercy."

sdustice. The fulfilling of the true

spirit of stewardship will help much to
satisfy the demands of justice. Justice
calls on every' man to render such ser-
vice as he is able to the community, and
to draw out of it for himself no more
than he needs.

Christianity advocates a democracy
that implies the diffusion of education,
political power, and wealth, among the
common people. Autocracy and plu-
tocracy in wealth, as well as.in govern-
ment, are passing away.

The great need of to-day is not more
charity, but more sympathy and inter-
estin human welfare, that give a good

wage and create wholesome surround- .

ings. The true démocratic method of
accumulating wealth, which implies a
fair and just wage for labor to every
man, will go a long way to solve the
problem of distribution. An industrial
democracy would be the realization of
the social teachings of Jesus.

Mercy, or Charity. We have not satis-
fied the demands of the teaching of Jesus
when we have done justly. The work of
Jesus on our behalf was not done to fulfil
justice, but to manifest the Divine mercy
in our helplessness. We have an obli-
gation to the one that is helpless and in
need. “From every man, according to his
ability, to every man according to his
need,” is the law of benevolence.

The problem of charity is not eir-
cumseribed by schemes of relief, but
is a part of the problem of redeeming
and renewing human character. Wealth
should contribute to economic justice
and charity should provide for economic
self-help. The method of Jesus was to
help the helpless on their feet. ‘‘ Rise,
take up thy bed and walk." Peter ex-
presses the true Christian attitude to
alms-giving. “ Silver and gold have I
none, but such as I have give I thee; in
the name of Jesus of Nazareth, rise up
and walk.” The highest aim of charity
is to' have a share in the making of a
man.

Charity is the fulfilling of the vicari-
ous spirit in relation to wealth. It is
the losing of ourselves, that we may find
ourselves in others. “‘For their sakes
He became poor,” was said of Jesus.
Charity that is not a means to self-help
pauperizes the community and dwarfs
the personality of him who receives.

RELATION TO CHARACTER.

Read Luke 16: 1-12, 16: 19-31, 12:
16-21, 10: 30-37; Matt. 21: 12-16.

Jesus emphasized the fact that the
things which a man serve as
a subtle test of character. We are en-
trusted with property, because it is an
iustrument to moral and spiritual dis-
cipline. Too often, wealth creates a
shrivelled nature, a corroded conscience,
a self-centred soul. Jesus saw the ter-
rible dangers in the possession of
wealth, and he sald, ““ How:hardly shall
they that have riches enter into the
Kingdom of God.”

To Jesus, ‘* Life is more than meat,
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and body than raiment,” "and, “A
man's life consists, not in the abund-
ance of the things which he possesseth,”
He reversed the world's standard of
value, when he taught that true wealth
consists in character, not in material
pusses-iuls

What is the teaching of Jesus in re-
gard to the relation of wealth to per-
sonal character?

Wealth is a gift from God to be used
and increased according to ' the prin-
ciples of true etewardship. To him
that has the power to use and increase
wealth, shall be given more. Acquisi-
tiveness, if a root of many evils, is also
a root of every form of productive in-
dustry. It is not a question of extirpat-
ing, but of controlling and dedicating it
to the service of others. Communism
eays all property should be held in
common—no private property, “This is
based on the principle that innocence
is Letter than virtue, fleeing from sin
hetter tuan overcoming. Jesus taught
virtue was preferable to innocence, and
vietery over temptation to escape from
it. * Be of cheer, I have over-
come the world.” Christ's cure for the
evils of acquisitiveness was that pro-
perty is.a trust.

Wealth is 1ot a possnssiun to be held,
but an instrument of service for:others.
Wealth is not ours in any sense. It is
a gift to us, by the use of which we
are to develop our personality. Jesus
said, ““ If, therefore, ye have not been
faithful in the unrighteous mammon,
who will commit to your trust the true
riches, and if ye have not been faithful
in that which is another man's, who
ghall give you that which is your own?"

Jesus reversed the measure of great-
ness and power. ‘ Whosoever will be
chief among you, let him be your ser-
vant.” Wealth is not an instrument of
mastery over others, but of service on
behalf of others. The Christian capi-
talist is the servant, not the master, of

industry. ‘' Neither be ye called mas-
ters, for one is your master, even
Christ."”

The sin of the rich fool rested in
the fact that he kept all his wealth for
Limself, and was not rich toward God.
Likewise, Dives was condemned because
he lavished his wealth on himself, and
neglected poor Lazarus. The Good
Samaritan was pralsed because he used
his possessions to help a man in need.
A rich man may enter the Kingdom of
Heaven only when he transmutes wealth
into loving service.

Benevolence is measured by the spirit
in which it is given, and the object for
which it is given. Jesus condemned
the charity given by the Pharisees be-
cause it was given with a selfish pur-
pose. True benevolence seeks not to
relieve our responsibility in respect to
the needs of others. It seeks to place
others on our basis of self-help and
self-respect. The need of the poor man
is not simply relief- under adverse cir-
cumstances, but courage to better his
circumstances. Charity is personal, not
institntional. We lose the best part of
the benefit when we hand over our
benevolence to some one else to dis-
pense, Charity is fulfilled by the per-
sonal contagion of sympathy and love.
It is twice blessed—it blesses him that
gives and him that takes. Charity in
the form of alms-giving may be a vir-
tue. Its value depends not on its munifi-
cence, but upon the spirit of sacrifice
and consecration it reveals. Jesus said
of the widow, “ This poor widow has
cast in more than they all,” because she
gave herself in the gift.

“ For the gift without the giver Is bare;
Who ilvu himself with his alms feeds

three—
Hlmlle‘ll'. his hungering neighbor, and
e."

,
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Conserving the

(NOTE: At the Bowmanville District
Epworth League Convention, in a discus-
sion on the work of the Junior League,
Mrs. Lee, of Enniskillen, gave the follow-
ing address. We believe it contains an
important message, and ask for its careful
perusal by all who have the highest in-

terests of our children at heart.—Ed.)

Mrs, Lee said: “ I would like to start
oft this discussion along the line of
conserving our boys and girls. One of
the Gleaner notes says: ‘ The Juniors of
to-day will be the Senlors of to-mor-
row.'"”

Hvery year on this earth of ours 32,
000,000 people die and 39,000,000 are
born, and go it is only too true that the
future men and women of the world,
and, coming nearer home, of our Can-
ada, will be just exactly what our pre-
sent generation {8 making of our boys
and girls. For they are so truly the
creatures of their environment. Very
few of us realize to what extent we are
influenced thereby.

We are hearing a great deal about
Canada to-day. She is rapidly making
history, but let me tell you that it is
neither her railways nor her wheat
fields that constitute her chief asset, but
her boys and girls; and it lles with us
largely to deterinine whether they shall
be saved for the Kingdom of Christ or
stolen from us to swell Satan’s host.
Christian hoys and girls are a nation's
noblest heritage.

Speaking of environment, let us start
in the home and at the beginning, and
let me say that every child’s birthright
should be a healthy physical body, for
that is the foundation of character, and
no parents have a right, because of
ignorance, indiscretion, selfish gratifica-
tion or dissipation, to bring a child into
the world physically handicapped. 1
wish every young person in this audi-
ence could have heard Dr. Slemon’'s ad-
dress the other evening in our League,
on “ Alcoholism and Heredity."” 1t
would at least have set you thinking,
and made you realize that the physical
conditions of the next generation will
depend to a very large extent on the
manner of living now.

Take it for granted that our boys and
girls are physically sound, and that
young children belong to Christ, we
must devote our best talent to keeping
them in the fold.

If we are to hold them,
cling to good old Engle
“ What we have we hold,
necessary to have strong, morally clean
and gpiritually pure men and women as
their leaders, for children need less of
eriticism and more of example.

Boys and girls are hero-worshippers
Let us strive to have in their leaders
something to imitate and pattern after
—an ideal for them,

Do not appoint as a leader of boys a
tobacco user, a user of profane lan
guage, a professing Christian at home
but a hail-fellow when he is with * the
boys ' in some back room of a hotel a
few miles away from home, a man who
holds woman's honor lightly, nor a man
who, though his name may figure pro-
minently on the church roll, will in his
political life vote for a party because
it had always been his party, even
though it upheld measures which were
the greatest hindrance to God's cause
in our country. But, oh, if it be vos-
sible, let us set before our boys men
whose lives are guided by sound prin-
ciple, not insane prejudice, and who will
support the right cause {rrespective of
party.

Let us select leaders for our girls
with the strongly maternal instinct, who
fecl a motherly love for all young girls,
and who realize that there is greater
reward even in this world in helping

—and let us
motto,
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Boys and Girls

some girl's life to shine out brightly
for Christ than to have a fine cabinet
of cut glass and silver, 'or a more up-
to-date afternoon tea or ‘‘ At Home"
than their neighbors. If the women of
this world who spend their lives in
frivolous manner would bé at home to
their own families, instructing their
sons and daughters in true ideas and
standards of life, we would have fewer
divorce cases, and a more ideal and God-
like state of society. Don't put gilded
butterflies in as leaders of your girls

pect in return beautiful flowers or
glossy follage; we cultivate with much
labor our trees and bushes and expect
fruit in return. And we take the child
life and feed, clothe, nurture, train and
educate it, and in the end we expect
fruit, not selfishness, but servic for
othiers. And with all three we get out
of each just exactly what we have put
into them.

Put responsibility on the boys and
girls. They'll measure up to it. Give
them work. Keep them busy. Let them
realize that their Leagueship is not to
be on a passenger ship, but that every
one is part of the working crew. Let

Address to Winter

With a stern visage.

I deem thee not unlovely, tho’ thou com'st

To the tuneful bird,

The blushing floweret, the rejoicing stream,
Thy discipline is harsh ; but unto man
Methinks thou hast a kindlier ministry

Thy lengthened eve is full of fireside joys,

And deathless linking of warm heart to heart,
So that the hoarse storm passes by unheard,
Earth, robed in white, a peaceful Sabbath holds,
And keepeth silence at her Maker's fect

She ceaseth from the harrowing of the pleugh

And from the harvest-shouting

Sigourney.

it you wish them to develop Christian
womanhood.

Have leaders for both who will not
let mock moaesty deter them, but who
will follow the dictates of conscience,
and who will have purity talks, with
our young; for fathers and mothers in
the great majority of cases have sadly
neglected this most important side of
child education. I am convinced that
more than three-quarters of the sins
committed in young boy and girl life
are committed through ignorance rather
than wilfulness,

We carefully nurture a plant and ex-

us put forth every endeavor to hold our
School and Junior
ave

young in Sunday
League, and not have to try to s
them after they have fallen, for * I
vention is better than cure

* Heaven is nmot reached at a single

ound;
But we build the ladder by which
we rise
From the lowly earth to the vaulted
skics,
And we mount to its summit round
by round.
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Methodist Home Missions of Long
Standing

REV. J. H

HE Missionary Work of the

I Methodist Church is divided into
two departments, ' Home " anl

‘ Foreign.” The Foreign Department
includes Missions in Japan, in China,
among the Orientals in Canada, and
among the Indians of Canada The
Home Department includes Domestic
Missions Missions, City Mis-
slons, Immigra Work, and Work
among European FForeigners in Canada
“We have,” according to the Mis-
slonary Report, * 682 Missions among
the English-speaking people of Canada,
and 676 domestic missionaries, who are
dependent wholly or in part on the

M‘ARTHUR, 8.T.D

due to the character of the soil upon
which the people endeavor to eke out a
living. The land is sandy, or rocky, or
marshy, or broken. Sometimes there is
ne market conveniently near where they
can sell such produce as they can spare.
They live in a backward place
Emigration.—Some such missions,
however, might hope soon to become
self-sustaining, were it not for the fact
that there is a constant outflow of the
population, thus depleting the ranks
of the Church. The young men go out
from their homes to seek their fortune
in the cities or In the Western Pro-
vinces of our Dominion. In some cases

SOME CON

XIONAL OFFICERS.

(See page 43.)

Missionary Soclety for their support.’
Most of these are new missions formed
in our Western Conferences, necessitated
by the rapid development of the West
These missions in a very short time be-
come self-sustaining circuits, and in
turn become sources of supply for the
missionary fund. There are a few mis-
sions, however, which are not new, but
old, and are properly described by our
title. The are weak fields, and, being
worthy, have a claim upon the Mission-
ary Society, according to the principle
that the strong should help the weak

CAUSES OF THEIR WEAKNESS

Why is it that these fields have not
long before now became self-support-
ing? Inquiring into the causes of thelr
weakness, we find at least the follow-
ing five

Cireumseribed Territory.—In some cases
it is ifmposgible for the mission to ex-
tend its borders, or in any way to en-
large its territory. On one side the
field may be bounded by an expanse of
water, and on the other side the terri-
tory may be occupled by other denomi-
nations or by people speaking a different
Janguage. In such cases there is noth-
ing Tor the missionary to do but to faith-
fully and intensively work the circum-
seribed area within which his mission
is confined. The mission may be wor-
thy, but it cannot hope to grow It,
therefore, needs the aid of the Mission-
ary Soclety

Poverty of the People.~T

is often

whole families move out. While these
churches are thus kept weak, their
strength goes out into other churches
in our land. Thus, by a law of nature,
the weak are being robbed, and the
strong being made stronger, “Unto
every man that hath shall be given;
but from him that hath not, even that
which he hath shall be taken away
from him.’'

The Encroachment of other Denomina
tions.—In some cases the members of
our misslons are selling their farms
and removing to places where they may
have a more congenial environment and
a more hopeful outlook. These farms
are readily bought up by members of
cther denominations and of other races.
In this way the Roman Catholics are
g upon our Protestant com-
munities, the Germans upon the English-
speaking, and it 18 only a question of
time until certain of our Methodist and
other Protestant communities will be
replaced by those of Roman Catholic
and Lutheran faiths. So long, however,
as our own people remain in these
neighborhoods we as a Church are under
obligation to provide for them the privi-
ieges of the Gospel

Discouragement.—This is also a cause
of weakness, but it comes about as a
natural result of the aforementioned
conditions. Living and laboring where
the circumstances are anything but
bunoyant, and where the outlook is any-
thing but hopeful, it is little wonder
that some of them have given way to
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discouragement. What these misslons
need Is not merely to be carried along,
but to have new life infused into them,
su that becoming conscious of their own
strength, they may speedily advance to
self-support.

HOPEF!'L, SIGNS,

These conditions, working separately
or combined, have kept some of our Do-
mestic Missions weak and dependent,
but under the sympathetic and fostering
care of the Missionary Society many of
them are becoming self-supporting, so
that their numbers are gradually be-
coming less.

In the last General Conference Quad-
rennium, from 1906 to 1810, a large
number of these Missions became inde-
pendent. This is due to a wise, pro-
gressive, and vigorous policy adopted by
the General Board of Missions, and the
hearty co-operation of the Conferences.
In the Hamilton, London, and Toronto
Conferences there were 55 such missions
in 1906, but *our years later, in 1910,
31 had reached a self-supporting basis,
and that in spite of the increased cost
of living, and the consequent increase
in the salaries of the missionaries. These
independent circuits, formerly missions,
are now repaying into the funds of the
Misslonary Society, through their or-
dinary contributions to the Missionary
Fund, what they received in the way of
grants in the years gone by

The members of many of these poorer
missions manifest a fine missionary
gpirit, for they contribute to the support
of their missionary an amount which
is larger than the average amount paid
by the members of the independent eir-
cuits, and in addition to this they con-
tribute to the missionary fund as freely
as those on the stronger and self-sup-
porting flelds

Some of these missions are, there-
fore, not really a charge on the church,
for, although they receive grants from
the Missionary Society, they contribute
to the missionary and other connexional
funds an amount which in some cases
{s equa! to the amount of the grant
which they receive

In order that these fields may become
entirely self-supporting, it will be neces-
sary for certain readjustments to be
made, indeed some have already been
made within the bounds of our own
denominational work, others have been
made in co-operation with the Presby-
terian and other denominations, but not
until the question of Church Union be-
comes an accomplished fact can we hope
to place all our missions in the older
settled parts of the country on an inde-
pendent and self-sustaining basis,

Begin With the Boys

“1f you are going to do anything per-
manent for the average man you have
got to begin before he is a wan. The
chance of success lles in working with
the boy and not with the man,” says
Colonel Roosevelt. “If children are not
brought up well they are not merely a
curse to themselves and their parents,
but they mean the ruin of the State in
the future.”

These are wise words, and they ought
to appeal strongly to every father and
mother to look well to the morals of
their boys. The wise king said: “Train
up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from
it” The perils to which boys, and girls,
too, are often exposed in their school
days are not always fully appreciated by
parents but they are real.—Ezaminer,

“God 18 In no haste; and if I do what
I may, in earnest, I need not mourn if
I work no great work on the earth.”

P |
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Citizenship----Its Achievements

J. ERNEST ROBERTSON, ALma, ONT.

HE secret of the success of any

I organization s leadership, The

Citizenship Department of our
League 1s, we belleve, an Instru-
ment which, wisely used, will win
young men and boys to the Church.
Male leadership 18 absolutely essen-
tlal. On the Fourth Vice-President,
led, assisted, and trained, falls the
responsibility of leading this de-
partment. No half-hearted leadership
can succeed, The Leader of the Citizen-
ship Department, because of his close
contact with young men, must have the
“ winning visjon.” The Leader of this
department should be a man chosen by
the pastor or president from among the
best men of the Church. The oppor-
tunity for service, its diiculties, and its
possibMities, should attract a splendid
levder, no matter how small the Church
may be. Pastor, {f your church has
not this leader, on you falls the responsl-
bility of developing one or more in a
training class. You have the abllity and
experience that should enable you to do
tLis. Fourth Vice-President, your power
of leadership depends largely on your
teachableness, added to your personal-
ity. We urge you, therefore, to be will-
ing to follow your pastor-leader.

J1. attempting to carry out the follow-
ing suggestions, the League Executive
must act wisely. Let these be merely
suggertions. We make no attempt to
plan a programme for “ your' league,
as local conditions make it such that
what can be worked splendidly in one
society I8 absolutely imposible and Im-
practiable In another. Originality
ccunts most. Nor do we expect that
any ieague will attempt to do all we
suggest In one year, or In a number of
vears. We suggest that you select a
few things that you know you can do,
and do well. This glves strength for
barder tasks. In arranging the yearlv
programme of practical work, we sug-
gest this plan: Let the young men of the
Church get together, and, having gone
over a large number of Ideas, declde on
what they can do, all working unitedly
The Executive can then arrange the out-
line plan for the year intelligently, and
from the young men's standpoint. Thus,
with efficlent leadership, the “Ideals”
will, in a large measure, be achieved
We urge that you guard agalnst the
danger of attempting too much, of do-
ing things in a haif-hearted manner,
and exhausting all your ldeas without
accomplishing any good results, Keep
to the practical affairs of everyday life.
with Its varving needs in your commun-
ity, and so make It count in the build-
Ing of a greater Canada.

PATRIOTISM,

1. Organize a Patriotic Glee Club,
Whistling Club, or Orchestra,
2, Study Canadian Scenery. Debate:

“ Resolved, that Canadian Scenery sur-
passes that of any other country.”

3. Have a map drawn of your com-
munity, town, village or surrounding
farms, as the case may be. Mark pre-
sent location of trees; where trees might
be planted; rubbish heaps; unattractiv:
commons; unpleturesque river banks;
obtrusive signboards; unsightly adver-
tisements, and such like. Have a die-
cussion on needed Improvements of
above.

4. Organize a tree-planting campalgn,
a clean-up campalgn, and start a cam-
palgn of education for the beautifying
of the neighborhood

6. Plan a civie banquet for young men
and boys, with addresses, toasts, ete., all
managed by the young men. Have an
outside speaker give a short, enthusi-
astic, patriotic address.

Have a serles

of blographical

studies of great men,; example:
sclentists, explorers, statesmen,
reform leaders, and others.

7. Compile a history of your com-
munity. Interview the pinucers for
much of this.

8. Conduct studies of Provincial and

great
moral

Dominion questions, — Constitution
Courts of Justice, etc., always in the
form of Mock Parliaments, Mock

Trials, Mock Councils, and such like.
9. Plan and conduct a Patriotic Con-
cert. Utilize your own home ‘“talent.”

MUNICIPAL POLITI

1. Organize clubs in horticulture,
roultry, vegetable gardening, on the
community basis, the members of the
club electing councillors with all officers,
as reeve and clerk, who conduct the
business of their municipality. Open
council meetings where they discuss
methods of improving their poultry club,
gardens, etc, should be held. The boy
most enthasiastic in bringing out ideas,
would naturally be the most successful
candidate at the next election.

2. In connection with the abové, at a
c¢lub municipal fair or community play
day, have members make exhibits and
award prizes. (These two suggestions
will be found to work splendidly with
the juniors.)

3. Conduct a community survey for
the purpose of getting an exact value of
the land, what it is best adapted to pro-
duce, and how to increase the produc-
tiveness of this soil.

4. Conduct a study of foreign peo-
ples, their soil, climate, food, clothing,
religion, education, ability to work, etc.,
ezpecially those who are coming to Can-
ada. In what parts of Canada should
these locate in order that the climate,
£oil, and physical features generally may
be similar to that from which they
came? What steps must be taken, im-
mediately, to make them good citizens?
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$5,000.” Study the following question
in detall: “ Does our present License

System, allowing the manufacture and
sale of Intoxicating liquors, tend to
maintain, raise, or lower this economic
standard? Morally? Intellectually ?
Physically?”

2. Study various methods of dealing
with the traffic.

MORAL REFORM.

1. Organize a campaign for
speech and clean living. Circulate the
pledge against cigarettes and tobacco.
Educate against the use of slang.

2. A campalgn for community hygiene

clean

and sanitation, (Analysis of well
water, sewage, and drainage from
houses, back yards, and outbuildings,

breeding-places of flies, etc.)

3. A series of health talks, led by a
Christian physician

4. Becure the names of young men
and women who have left your commun-
ity for the cities during the last ten
years. Ask them for letters describing
the foreign element, the city morality, a
poor boy's or girl's chance in the city,
the overcrowding in the poorer sections,
the death-rate in these and other sec-
tions. Compare the reports from the
different replies, and draft a statement
of city conditions for the benefit of your
community. Endeavor to cover every
phase of city life.

ATHLETICS,

1. Organize a tennis, baseball, cro-
quet, basketball, hockey, or snowshoo
club,

2. Plan a community play day, to In-
ciude every man, woman, and child.
Have an occasional ‘' paper chase'
among the younger people

3. Physical games in which no appar-
atus is needed. (Use ‘‘ Indoor and Out-

door Game: by Chesley, 10¢.)
4. Varied calisthenic exercises. Plan
for occasional League ' tramps.” Keep

the eyes open while the limbs are active
Then talk about what you have seen
5. A phactical talk by a Christian phy-

n ¢n the value of physical training

8l

VICTORIA WF

5. Conduct educational classes for
foreigners.

6. A community study, “ Why Boys
leave the Farm?”

7. Conduct mock county counecil,

township enuneil, school meetings, board
of health, board of trade.

8. A serles of practical talks on
Franchise.”

“ The

TEMPERANCE AND PROHIBITION,

1. “ It is estimated that every young
man who reaches the age of twenty-one
has an economic value to his country of

B.C, EPWORTH

LEAGUE EXECUTIVE

IN GENERAL,

1. Arrange a series of life talks by
prominent men on banking, law, minis-
try, teaching, farming, medicine, ete., as
a profession

2. Arrange a series of practical talks
on ‘“How things are made,” such as
books, boots, silk, hats, and such com-
mon things of which we use so many yet
know so little,

3. Photo. competitions among your
young people having cameras will do
much to cultivate the esthetic sense and
artistic taste.
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The Legend of

HAT was the Grail? Where did
w it come from, and what became

of it? Many people who have
seen references to this one of the most
famous legends in all history, have won-
dered how the old story originated, and
how it came down to us in its present
form. Bri these are the facts con-
cerning it and the legend, as nearly as
we can know them, for the dust of ages
which has so long obscured them.

Many different writers have used this
ancient story, which in its primitive
form, was of Celtic origin, and which
was one of the most popular romances
of the Middle Ages. The first trace we
find of it is as an unfinished poem—by
Christien de Troyes, a French trouvere,
who died about 1195-—called ' Parce-
val,” or “Le Conte del Graal,” which
was completed by a person or persons
unknown. On this poem, Volfram von
Eschenbach, of South Germany, founded,
about 1210, his * Parzival,” which is
considered the finest poem on the legend.

There are two verses of the romance.
In the oldest form, the hero is Parzival
or Percival. In the other, of which the
best and most complete version, and the
one most famillar to us, Is by Sir
Thomas Malory in his * Morte
d’Arthur,” the hero is Sir Galahad, the
son of Lancelot du Lac. Tennyson uses
this second form in his * Idylls of the

King.” On the other, older version,
Wagner founded the music-drama
“ parsifal.”

The Holy Grail, called the Sangreal

by the anclent writers, was the cup from
which Christ drank while at the Last
Supper. Joseph of Arimathea, wishing.
to preserve something of our Lord’s,
took the cup with him from the table.
During the crucifixion, when one of the
Roman soldiers thrust his spear through
the dying Saviour's side, some of the
blood which flowed from the wound was
caught by Joseph in this cup, which
thenceforth became doubly sacred.

Joseph took the cup to England, and
placed it in the Abbey of Glastonbury,
which he founded. Here it remained
for many generations, an object of ven-
eration. Many mystic qualities were at-
tributed to it, and by its beneficent pre-
gence peace and plenty were shed over
all the land.

8o long as the guardians of the cup
were pure in thought, in word, and
deed, all was well. But at length a
young monk, to whose care it was com-
mitted, forgot his vows. The Grail van-
Ished, and with it went the prosperity
of the land. Violence and distress be-
came the people's portion, until the
reign of King Arthur. He did his best
to restore what he could of happiness
and »sperity, but without much
EUCCESS,

One day, when all the Knights of the
Round Table were feasting with the
Kking in the great hall at Camelot, a soft
radlance suddenly illumined the place,
and the air was filled with sweet odors.
The Holy Grail appeared, veiled in a
searf of white samite, so that it could
be seen only indistinetly. It hovered in
the air above the table for a moment,
and slowly vanished again.

Then rose in his seat Sir Gawaine, the
Courteons Knight, and vowed a solemn
vow to go upon the pilgrimage of the
Grall, so that, if by chance it might be
recovered and brought back, the torn
land would be at rest once more.

Then appeared an old man, leading
by the hand a youthful knight of fair
countenance, and the old man sald:

“ Peace ho with you, fair sirs! I
bring you here a young knight of the
line of Joseph of Arimathea'—and the
name of the knight was Sir Galahad.

Now at the Round Table there were
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the Holy Grail

twelve seats for the twelve disciples of
Christ, and one for the traitor Judas
None of the knights had ever ventured
to sit in that seat, since a Saracen, who
once placed himself therein, was swal-
lowed up; and it was called the Siege
Perilous from that day. But Sir Gala-
had sat there unharmed, so that the
king and his knights each looked at him
in wonder; and on the table before him
there appeared these words:

* This is the seat of Sir Galahad, the
good Xnight.”

‘So they marveled more than ever, and
said:

* Perhaps this is he who may achieve
the adventure of the Sangreal.”

The knights then celebrated a solemn
mass, and set forth each upon his own
way to seek the Holy Grail. But only
taree ever saw it; and to but one of
these did it appear unveiled.

First of them all started out Sir
Lancelot du Lac, the bravest and most
accomplished knight of all the Table
Kound. For many a day he rode
through pathless forests, until he came
at last to a stone cross, near which was
an old chapel; and, looking through a
chink in the wall, he spied an altar
richly decked with silk, and on it a tall
branched candlestick of silver, bearing
lighted tapers.

Here he would fain have entered, but
there was no door. So he laid himself
down upon his shield beneath a tree at
the foot of the cross, for it was night.
And as he lay between sleeping and
waking, there came a sick knight, borne
in a litter, who lamented and com-
plained, crying:

“Oh, sweet Lord, how long shall I
suffer thus before the blessed cup shall
give my pain relief?"

Then Sir Lancelot, as though in a
dream from which he could not waken,
saw the candlestick come out before the
cross; and after it came the Holy Grall,
veiled in red samite, and borne by in-
visible hands, and the knight was healed
of hig disease. Then the tapers and
the cup returned into the chapel, and
all was dark.

As the stranger knight kneeled be-
fore the cross to give thanks, he beheld
Sir Lancelot, and wondered that he
could rest thus when the holy vessel
was present near him. But his squire
sald:

“T trow this man is gullty of sins of
which he repenteth, but which he hath
not confessed;” and this was true. For
Lancelot  was the lover of his king's
wife, Queen Guinevere, and therefore
the Grail was not for him. 8o they de-
parted, and Sir Lancelot woke, and wept
and sorrowed until the break of day.

Then he arose and wandered on until
he came to where dwelt a saintly her-
mit, and to him he confessed his sins.
The hermit absolved him, and ordered
him to perform a severe penance, and
8ir Lancelot abode with him for a while,
and repented sorely.

It chanced, then, that one night he
came to a great castle, guarded by lions.
And as he entered, he laid his hand upon
his sword, but it was smitten out of his
grasp, and a voice cried:

“0 man of evil faith, trustest thou
mere in thine arms than in thy Maker?"”

Sir Lancelot crossed himself and the
lions suffered him to pass unharmed. He
came at last to a chamber where the
door was shut, and within a volce,
sweeter than any mortal’s, was singing.
Sir Lancelot kneeled down and prayed,
and the door opened. All around him
was a wondrous brightness; and the
voice sald:

 Enter not, Sir Lancelot!"

In the chamber he beheld a table of
silver, and on it the Sangreal, veiled in
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red samite. And about it stood a throng
of angels holding a cross, and the tapers
and ornaments of the altar.

In joy and amazement Sir Lancelot
forgot the command, and stepped for-
ward to enter the room, but a hot
breath smote him to the ground, he felt
himself lifted up, borne away, and laid
upon a bed, where he lay for twenty-
four days; and in his sleep he saw many
a vision of strange and wondrous things.
When he awoke, and told those about
him of what he had seen, they said to

m:
** 8ir, you have seen all that you shall
sce, and the quest of the Sangreal is

_ended for you."”

Sir Galahad, wheu it came to his turn,
rode forth without a shield upon his
journey, and on the fifth day he came
to a great white abbey, where he met
two knights, who told him that within
that place was a shield that none might
wear save he alone who was worthy.

On the morrow they rode to where the
shield was hanging; when one of the
knights, called King Baydemagus, took
it and hung it about his neck. Then
came riding a knight clothed in white
armor, who tilted with King Baydema-
gus, overthrew him, and wounded him
sorely, for the shield slipped from his
shoulder and refused to cover him.

The next day Sir Galahad put on the
shield, when it hung in its place. He
then rode to the place of meeting, and
asked of the white knight a solution of
the mystery.

The latter replied: ** This is the shield
of the gentle knight, Joseph of Arima-
thea, and when he dled he declared that
none should ever after safely bear it,
save only the good knight Sir Galahad,
the last of his line, who should perform
many wondrous deeds;" and, speaking
thus, the white knight vanished from
sight,

Many great deeds did Sir Galahad,
and many a lonely heath, many a gloomy
forest, many a pleasant countryside, and
many a town, did he visit in his wander-
ings, till at last he came to the borders
of the sea, guided by a gentle woman,
the sister of Sir Perceval, a brother
Knight of the Round Table.

There he found a vessel in which were
Sir Bohort and Sir Perceval, who wel-
comed him warmly. They afterward
passed over the sea to the great rocks,
where was a fearful whirlpool; and
there lay another ship, by stepping on
which they might gain the land. The
three knights went on board, Sir Gala-
had first.

Here they beheld the table of silver,
and the Holy Grail, veiled in red sam-
ite; they all kneeled before it, and Sir
Galahad prayed that whenever he should
desire to dle, his prayer might be
granted. Then was heard a voice say-
ing:

“ Galahad, thou shalt have thy wish;
and when thou desirest the death of thy
body, it shall be granted thee and thou
shalt find the life of thy soul.”

The ship now began to drive before
the wind till it came to the city of
Sarras. There the knights took the sil-
ver table out of the ship, Sir Bohort
and Sir Perceval going first and Sir Gala-
had hehind

On reaching the city gates they met
a man upon crutches, and Sir Galahad
called him to come and help to carry
the table; when the cripple arose and
bare it with Sir Galahad, although it
was ten years that he had not walked
without aid.

The king of that city had just died,
and in the midst of the council a voice
cried out bidding them choose as ruler
the youngest of the three strangers.
When Sir Galahad was chosen king, he
commanded a chest to be made of gold
and jewels, wherein he placed the San-
greal, and every day he and his com-
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rades  kneeled
before it,

When it was a year to a day that Sir
Galahad had reigned in that country, he
went in upon a day to do homage to the
holy vessel. And first he saw a man
who kneeled before it in shining rai-
ment, surrounded by a multitude of
angels; and the man rose, and said to
Sir Galahad:

* Come, servant of the Lord, and thou
shalt see what thou has long desired to
see.”

And he stepped back, and the angels
with him, and lo! there was the Holy
Grail, shining as though with the very

down and prayed

Literary Training in
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light of heaven, and the veil of samite
had fallen from it. When Sir Galahad
saw this, he trembled. The stranger
said:
* Knowest thou me?"

The man said: “1 am Joseph of Ari-
mathea, whom the Lord hath sent to
bear thee fellowship.” Sir Galahad
lifted up his hands to heaven, and said:

“ Now, Lord, if it pleasoth thee, I
would no longer desire to live.”

And after he had priyed tke angels
bore his soul up to heaven, and a hand
came from above and took the Sangreal
up out of their sight, nor hath mortal
man ever since beheld it.—Selected.

the Epworth League

REV. W. G, HENDERSON, Sr. LAMBERT, QUE.

tivities of our Church, none

should be richer in promise of
future results than the assoclation of
its youth for Christian culture and in-
tellectual development.

As we advance in life, we are apt to
get out of touch with the enterprising
spirit of the young. We realize that,
losing our grasp of the present world,
our Interests are more with the next.
Hence the disposition among matured
Christian workers to look upon religious
agencles as being more concerned with
matters future and unseen than with
those present and seen. The great de-
sideratum of to-day, however, is the
practical, the utilitarian is ever in de-
mand. The present calls for a faith
that does more than dream of a future
heaven, and insists that the Church
shall grapple with those great social,
moral, and economic problems that here
and now Imperatively seek solution. The
Church can no longer afford to omit
emphasis on the fact that her message
ia to the man; the whole man, that
man’s physical, intellectual, and spirit-
ual being, are all included in the great
redemption. She cannot ignore the con-
sequent truth that Christian effort is
concerned with the proper care of the
body, and with the neceseary training
for the service of God of the mental as
well as the spiritual faculties.

The culture of the intellectual, there-
fore, cannot be overlooked. The rational
faculties are included in Christ’s pur-
chage; and are to be trained for God's
glory and man’s good. The Epworth
League is providential. It came at the
right moment. It is the hand by which
eager and enthuslastic youth are to be
drawn gently and surely to Christ and
wholly used for Him.

The young manhood and womanhood
of our day say they do not want a re-
ligion too ethereal for this world. They
are not in heaven yet, and do not de-
sire to go there at present. It is no
gign of a robust and lively faith to be
forever lamenting the necessity of our
sojourn upon earth; desiring to be freed
from its responsibilities and its discip-
line, and forgetting in this longing its
abounding opportunities for good. “We
are here,” say the young folk, “ and we
desire to enlist under Christ’'s banner;
to win victories for Him; to cast out
demons; to work in His vineyard, and
to receive at last our Lord's welcome.
We want a religion that will strengthen
us for this mission; and the church that
offers us the best equipment for this
work is the church for us.”

This is just what a genulne apostolic
church will offer them. The Bible is
not a book for angels, but for men. It
is not for heaven, but for earth. Chris-
tianity is not exclusively for the dying
hour or the sick chamber. Christ came
to show us how best to live; how to
make the most of our most vigorous

a MONG the present ornnind ac-

manhood; how to attain to the most
useful which is the most successful life,
In order to do this, it says, * Take care
of thy body; culture thy mind; conse-
crate thy affections.” It is just at this
point, that the Epworth League intro-
duces appropriately and opportunely its
literary work. Not many of our youth
have the privilege of a collegiate course,
but all can avail themselves of the
means of self-culture that the League
affords.

Increased mental power, if consecrat-
ed to God, means increased spiritual in-
fluence. Ignorence is not a virtue, It
never, was the mother of devotion, but
of superstition and bigotry. In the Sab-
bath school, the class-room, or the
prayer-meeting, the cultured Christian
is a greater power for good than the
illiterate one. Thus the Literary De-
partment of the League commends
itself. The greater the intellectual
calibre, the greater the capacity for God,
for heavenly duty and reward. A cul-
tured Panl has a greater capacity for
God than an illiterate saint.

League Literary Training should be-
gin with the pereipient faculties; these
avenues through which our ideas come
to us. Onr senses are the windows of
the soul; through them we receive our
knowledge of the external world. These
powers are the first called into action.
Outside objects striking the mind
through them awake its energies and
arouse the reflective faculties. The per-
ceptive powers then are of the first im-
portance. If a man does not cultivate
a habit of close attention; if he walk
through the world half asleep, he is
not likely to acquire a store of matter
on which the rational powers may work.
Had Moses not turned aside to see why
the bush burned without being con-
sumed, he would have missed his great-
est commission. How many having eyes,
see not, having ears, hear not!

The acquisition of knowledge les
largely in observation. You may not
have much time for the study or the
library, but yoa are dafly mingling with
vour fellow-men: they are living books;
you see in them a continuous variety
of manners, of motives, of character.
It you are constantly on the watch, what
a vast and varied supply of practical
knowledge may you acquire, and practi-
cal knowledge is the most useful to the
ordinary man.

Our Epworth Leagues ghould encour-
age their members to be observant, to
lay up stores of practical information.
By holding stated conferences, at which
each member shall be expected to con-
tribute some offering to the general
fund of information, some flower picked
by the wayside of every-day life, each
one will be a benefactor, besides being
enriched himself by the observations
and testimonies of his fellow-observers.

Next to the perciplent faculty is the
memory ; the storehouse of the mind, the
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granary where all the corn to be ground
into mental food is stored. Vain would
be the exercise of observation were it
not for this receptacle. Cultivate
assiduously, therefore, this faculty, for
an accurate, retentive, prompt, and prac-
tical memory is largely the product of
persistent cultivation. Useful and
necessary, however, as memory may be,
do not unduly exalt its importance.
After all, it is but a storehouse. There
are men whose memories are so vast,
and whose thinking powers are so
dwarfed, that they are but retailers of
the intellectual products of other minds.
Never substitute memory for thought.
It is not the food a man receives, but
what he digests, that builds up his
physical frame; it is not what a man
remembers, but what he thinks out for
himself, what he assimilates, that re-
ally develops mental power, Still, as a
purely mnemonic exercise I would sug-
8est to our Leagues recitation, and,
what is perhaps still better, a course of
reading followed by oral examinations;
80 that the spirit, not the letter, of what
we read, the soul, not the mere body,
may be indelibly fixed in the mind.

After memory, let me emphasize the
value of cnltivating the reflective powers,
It is not merely what a man hears or
reads that constitutes intellectnal
wealth. “ Prove all things; hold fast
that which is good,” is a golden aphor-
ism. To excite reflection there is no
better method than the Socratie, If
congregations would accept occasionally
a catechetical service instead of the or-
dinary sermon it would prove of great
benefit to the church. Next to being
well catechised by another, self-examina-
tion Is beneficial,

Our Leaguers should ever remember
the importance of keeping the reflective
faculties bright and clear from rust
by judicions and systematic exercise.
It would be an excellent plan for our
societles to spend a short time at each
meeting in an oral examination upon
the sermons of the preceding Sabbath.

I would not forget the cultivation of
what may be styled the ornamental
powers of the mind. They are not tc
be underrated or desplsed. The imagi-
nation, the fancy, the taste, are to the
mind what light, shadow, and color are
to the landscape. Without these, how
tame and dreary would the fairest
scene become. Let our young friends,
therefore, not forget poetry, and paint-
ing, music, and art,

These suggestions bear reference only
to the intellectual life. Let me say,
however, that all intellectual culture
must be subordinate to the great and
fundamental design of the League; the
spiritual development of the character,
The training of the heart is as essential
as that of the brain. The man, the
whole man, must be trained for God.
Let the entire life be lald upon the
altar, let us give God all there is of us;
let us preserve our bodies in purity;
let us train, develop, and polish our
mental manhood to the fullest extent of
our opportunities; let us open wide our
affections, our spiritual being, to the
Saviour, who ever stands knocking at
the door of our hearts; then may we
hepe for a useful, and therefore happy,
life here; and for a glorlous and tri-
umphant entrance into the Holy of
Holles when earthly labor shall have
ended.

* Lord, endue Thy word from heaven
With such light, and love, and power,
That in us its silent leaven
May work on from hour to hour,

“@ive us grace to bear our witness

To the truths we have embraced ;

And let others both their sweetness
And their quickening virtue taste.”
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The Conversion of Widow
Gregory.
WILLIAM H. VAUGHAN, Toroxto.

(Read at the Christmas Service of the
Woodgreen MA’»‘!ImJlsl Sunday School,
0

IDOW GREGORY was a church
W member. That could not be

considered a serious fault; on
the other hand, it is generally deemed
quite proper and highly respectable. But
it was the one important fact in the
widow's life, and the circumference
which bounded her somewhat limited
view.

The name of her church would give
but little indication of her religious
views. Indeed, her creed seemed a com-
posite one, and partook more or less of
varfous types, She was a fire-eating
Methodist, a hard-shelled Baptist, and a
pre-destined Presbyterian in one; these,
mingled with a strong strain of Puritan-
ism of the days of Cromwell, combined
to make ler, as everybody thought, and
she herself believed, the most religious
person in the community. Old Dr. Hig-
gins sald she had more religion to the
square inch than any one he had ever
known, and the doctor knew most every-

body.

But, then, she could nct help it. It
was bhorn in her. Before she had
married Jim Gregory, she had been
Cynthia Allen, and the Allens for
generations had essayed to set the
ctandards of morals and religion in
the neighborhood. As a girl she
lhad been serious, and everyone won-
dered why it was that fun-loving, good-
natured Jim Gregory had been attracted
to her; but when the wonder subsided
they thought he might perhaps draw
her out of her serious ways. But not so.
He became a candidate fo1 the original
Mr. Henpeck. The years had not turned
the lines of her firm mouth upward, but
downward, until a decided melancholy
droop was always seen on her face.

The late lamented James Gregory, as
ghe always referred to her husband, had
dled a few years previous, leaving her
at fifty with a very comfortable portion
of this world's goods, a wonderful fund
of advice, which she always kept on tap
ready to distribute indiscriminately, a
will that could brook no interference.
and a temper which generally rose to
the occasion.

She was a self-constituted arbiter and
critic of the conduct of the whole neigh-
borhood, and laid down very strict rules
governing all phases of life for the guid-
ance of her neighbors. And woe betide
any one who fell short of her standard,
for they were sure to receive some of
her ever-present admonition in phrases
more forcible than charitable.

She showed no partiality. Old and
young, male and female, all and sundry,
must conform to her ideas as chief
church member, or be assigned a place
in her black books and be subject to
dreadful warnings and dire condemna-
tion. It was not surprising, then, that
her sphere of operation was large and
her circle of friends small, for there
were few indeed who escaped her criti-
cal inspection in the church or out
of it.

Indeed, the minister himself was a
poor, delnded soul, not well grounded in
faith, because he preached twenty-min-
ute sermons on such commonplace topies
as your duty to your neighbor and Chris-
tian citizenship rather than discourse for

an hour or more on the nature and
attributes of God.

Was it any wonder, then, that most
of the congregation should be * weak
brethren " in her eye:? And she firmly
believed that were it not for her watch-
ful admonition and her striving to bol-
ster up these weak ones and to coerce
and prod them up to her standard, that
the church would collapse just as utterly
a3 though the main supporis were re-
moved from the building itself,

She delighted to hark back to the
years gone by. ‘ Those were the days!”
she often explained. There were no
meetings now like the kind they used to
have. Those were the times of a * frea
and full salvation,” and she spoke of it
upon every occasion possible, until one
day old Dr. Higgins had remarked:

“ Well, Cynthia, it's my opinion sal-
vation is more free than full in your
case, and I guess the church treasurer
will back me up.”

From that time forth Dr. Hiram Hig
ging became the subject of her most
virulent attacks. He received twice as
many warnings and lectures as his
neighbors. The minister was taken seri-
cusly to tack for his intimate assocla-
tlon with the “ unbeliever.” Bpt the
doctor regarded himself in the light of
a public benefactor, for he sald,

“The more time she spends on me
the more rest some one else will have.”

So time went on, and Widow Gregory
still preserved the church from absolute
decay, and wondered why it was that
consuming fire from heaven or bears
from the forest bad not been the lot of
Hiram Higgins.

She was accordingly somewhat sur-
prised one day late in the fall to see the
old doctor coming up her pathway and
leading a child of about five years of
age hy the hand. She girded herself for
the fray, and met him with an austere
look and manner.

They talked for a while, and the
widow ejaculated with decision:

“Hiram Higgins, I tell you it's im-
possible. I'm sorry the child's mother
is dead, but I can’t help it. Do I look
like a likely person for a matron of an
orphanage asylum for little children
whose fathers may be drunkards, and do
not care for them? Hiram, I tell yon
it's according to scripture, ‘ the sins of
the fathers visited upon the children,’
and you can’t go against scripture.”

“ That's right, Cynthia, you can't, and
seripture says, ‘ Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto the least of these ye have
done it unto me." "

“The devil can quote scripture, you
know,"” ghe replied.

“ 80 he can, so there's a pair of us,”
chuckled the doctor.

“Hiram Higgins, it's not to be
thought of. 1 can't afford it. I am sure
1 am not justified in spending the money
the late lamented James Gregory worked
g0 hard for, in any such way.”

“ Cynthia, you have a big home here
and it's emnty and cheerless. What you
need is a child's face and a child’s laugh-
ter, and something to love, and so T
brought him to you. I'd take him my-
self, but I'm too busy, nnd, besides, a
bachelor can't bring a child up right.
I'm going to leave him, and if you can't
afford it, I'll pay his boaré.” And with-
out another word he was gone, leaving
the poor little chap.

Widow Gregory started after him,
paused, then sat down, and apparently
forgot the child. She was lost in thought.
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I'm hungry,” piped a timid
voice, at last.

“ Boy, what's your name?"

o ll"lene. ma'am, Billy—Billy Dug-

n.

“ Well, William, I shall keep you here
to-night, but to-morrow you must go.”

“ Are you going to whip me?” asked
the boy, half frightened.

“ No! child, no.”

“ Then, why do you cal! me Willlam?
Mother only called me that when she
was cross at me,” and the little voice
trembled. * I think I'd like to be called
Billy best. Uncle Hiram calls me that.”

“ Who's Uncle Hiram, pray?”

“Why, the doctor man who brought
me. He says he's my uncle.”

“Oh, he does, does he; well, you
might have a better one, I'm thinking."

“Oh, he's a good man. He was kind
to my mother, and brought her clothes
and food, and he telled me nice stories.
Are you going to be my mother now,
my really mother's gone?”

* Fine storles he'd tell you!" ejacu-
lated the widow, ignoring his question.

“Yes, he did,” persisted the child.
“ About a good man who was always
doing good things, and he loved poor
people, too, just llke mother and me.
Uncle Hiram said his name was Jesus,
and he wanted me to be a good boy all
the time. Say, don’t you think Uncle
Hiram is just like Jesus, for he loves
poor people and is kind?"

Widow Gregory did not reply, for she
was thinking. The little cbap sat on the
floor beside her, and then his little head
nestled against her skirts and he was
asleep. Gently she lifted him to a couch.

That night when she put him to bed
he slipped to his knees.

“ want to say Uncle Hiram's pray-
er,” he sald. * He held me on his knee
and telled it to me one night—that was
before mother died,” and there was a
catch in his voice when he started:

“ Dear Jesus, I am just a little lamb,
and I want you to be my shepherd and
take care of me. I am so small, but
you said, let little children come to you,
and 1 know you will watch me while I
sleep. When 1 wake in the morning
make me a good boy eac. day, so that
I will grow to be a good man, like you
were. Amen."”

] guess Uncle Hiram said that pray-
er when he was a little boy, for he is
a good man.” The little head nodded.
the blue eyes closed, and he was fast
asleep,

Widow Gregory retired late that
night. What she was thinking we do
not know; perhaps of unfalfilled hopes,
perhaps the mother heart etirred within
her, but, just as she went to sleep she
sald to herself, ““ I think I shall call him
Billy.”

A month passed, and again the doctor
and the widow were found in conversa-
tion.

“ Well, Cynthia, here !s a check fo*
the month’s expenses, and I have man-
aged to find Billy a home."”

“8o have 1, she said, as she tore
the check into small pieces. And as the
doctor went down the street he mur-
mured: * A little child shall lead them."”

Christmas drew near, and Billy talked
of Santa Claus and candies and toys.
He had never known a real Christmas,
but Uncle Hiram had sald that Santa
Claus would come, and be believed it
with all hig childish heart.

The night before Chrisimas, Dr. Hig-
gins, laden with mysterious parcels,
went to the widow's home. There he
found an enormous pile uf parcels, and
the minister in deep consultation with
the widow.

“Now, have we forgotten any?” she
asked, just as the Doctor entered. “Why,
what's all this?” he asked, his eyes big
with astonishment.
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“ This doesn't concern you,"” she re-
plied; yet her tone was not as icy as
she had tried to make it.

“ Just leave your parcels and clear
out. Come around to-morrow afternoon
and have Christmas tea with Billy.”

The Doctor came, but what was that
noise he heard as he neared the place?
Surely one small boy could not make
such a hubbub, nor did he, for when
the good Doctor got inside he found a
score of merry, romping, happy-faced
children as well as the minister and his
wife.

“ Oh, uncle, uncle,
comed!” shouted Billy.

“Well,” said Cynthia, when asked to
explain, ‘1 thought Billy would enjoy
his first real Christmas more if he had
company. The house seemed too large
for one little boy to enjoy it all alone.
8o we borrowed some children for th:
occasion. The minister helped. The old
place has been empty, but it shall never
be so again.”

The children departed, each with an
ample parcel, and the old people sat
down. Billy snuggled into the Doctor's

he comed, he
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arms, ‘““Oh, uncle, he really comed;
Santa Claus really comed.”

They talked on and on with hapoy
hearts, and as Billy slumbered he occa-
sfonally murmured, ““He comed, he
comed."”

“ Yes,” sald Cynthia, ag though talk-
ing to herself, ' he came, and not only
Santa Claus, but Christ came again to
me. I have been religious, but I fear I
have not been Christian. I have ob-
served the letter but not the spirit. T
have had faith but not works. But I
think I have been conveited. 1 have
been a church member. That was 1y
boast, but I fear 1 have not been n
Christian, Hiram, you were right; be-
ing & church member is nct everything."

“ Yes," said the minister, ““ but being
a church member sometimes helps a
lot,” and he glanced at the Doctor.

Billy roused in his sleep, * He comed.
He really comed.”

Widow Gregory was silent.

* Thank God,” sald the minister, and
as the Doctor hugged the sleeping Billy
he murmured, * Amen.’

The Cause and Cure of Dull Meetings

MISS EDNA LINDSAY, Owex Sousn.

1 have often asked my frienls, * Why
don’t you come to the League ?” I have
been answered, “Oh, the meetings are
dull and uninteresting;” “no one makes
me feel welcome;"” “the other young
people get off into cliques, and I fee] so
left out that I wish a hundred times
that I was at home.”

Perhaps too often these replies repre-
sent the truth. Why should it be? We
can make the stranger and timid feel
most happy and welcome if we try, and
they will want to come to each Learue
meeting, and join our membership. The
first thing necessary for brightness in
our meetings concerns the place where
they are held. A bright, well-ventilated,
nicely-decorated room i3 required. No-
thing is more apt to Induce dullness
than a damp, close, dimly-lighted and
cold room. Have an atmosphere of glad-
ness pervading everywhere, from the
time the young people enter the door
until they leave.

There i8 a tendency, especially of the
young ladles, to get off into cliques, and
laugh and talk of what happened last
night, and what is going to happen to-
morrow; consequently thoge who are not
Interested just sit and look or, and are
not thought of at all. No wonder they
do not enjoy themeelves.

Then again, we have the same aethod
each evening of conducting our meet-
ings. It gets monotonons and tiresyme
to have generally the same -dozen
or less on the platform, and give the
topic the year round. Why fear to try
some new plan? A very common truth,
presented in an uncommon way, may
arouse interest, and even gain In force.
by the method employed to make it
known.

Have some meeting without a leader.
Give out the subject a week or two
previous, requesting all to carefully
study the tople, as they may be called
upon. Someone appointed has the oro-
gramme written upon the blackboard,
with names of participants, and the
meeting will prove Interesting and help-
ful if each will do his or her bTest
readily.

Have a leaguer, occasionally, to take
notes on the sermon, to be read and dis
cussed at the next meeting of the
League. This will brighten both
preacher and congregation.

Appoint different Leaguers to conduct
in turn a song service before the regular

meeting, and especially have bright,
crisp singing; not slow, dragging notes,
that almost put one to sleep. Have a
capable, active planist, or organist, and
it she does her part the singers will
have to keep up with the music.

Hurrled-up programmes make our
meetings dull. Many a meeting, for
which intelligent preparation should
have been made, many days ahead, 18
conducted “on the spur of the moment,”
and is killed before it has well begun
to live. Good programmes require care-
ful planning ahead of time, ought to
have a definite purpose in view, begin
promptly, call for edification rather
than mere amusement, never last luug
enough to tire or weary the audieace,
and should enlist and traiy new talent,
as well as enjoy the old.

When selecting name for toplcs
leaders, some name is suggested, and
the reply may be, “Oh, I don’t think he
could take a topic;” and perhaps that
very person i8 just overflowing with
talent, but no one knows it. How can
we find out? Get each member on our
roll to do something, for all Leaguers
should be on some committee where
their talents may be developed by defi-
nite activity. When one feels he is
part and parcel of a living, moving or-
ganism, that throbs with vitality, and
that it is only perfection as he fulfils
his part, then he Is nerved to put forth
his best effort.

To hold our League, and prevent dull-
ness, we ought to bind the members to-
gether by ome common purpose, unite
them in the enthusiasm for one great
cause, combine them by co-operation in

helpful committees. Don't say, “You
ought to,” but “Let us” Lack of pur-
ie prayerless
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your members, and do mnot disappoint
them when they come. Be pleasant. A
story is told of a young Bwede, who, not
understanding English, stood at the cor-
ner of the street and gave out printed in-
vitations to the passers-by to attend ser-
vices in a mission. He had a happy
smile, and showed a white and beautiful
set of teeth, If they thanked him, he
smiled; if they cursed him, he smiled.
He did not understand, and people
thought him so good-natured, and felt all
the more inclined to accept the invita-
tion. They were really smiled into the
church. Let us be like the Swede, ever
ready to smile. *“ Laughter is contagious.
Be cheerful and you make everybody
around you happy, harmonious and
healthful. Laughter and good cheer
make love of life, and love of life is half
of health.”

Our League is sure to become dull with-
out the social department coming to the
front very frequently; and yet there is a
danger of changing our services into en-
tertainments only if we indulge too freely
in these merely social evenings. Enter
tainment has a lawful place in the
League; but it is a subordinate place, and
comes incidentally, not as the main ob-
ject or purpose of the meeting. Social

nings are splendid for ac
quainted, but what we want is to culti-
vate a taste for something of permanent
value. Seek to sweeten and purify lives;
use handshakes, smiles, greetings; seek
personal acquaintanceship; cultivate tha
head and heart together; pray, study and
think on a high moral plane. Don't for-
get your aim is to reach the heart. Re
member the League motto, * Look up, lift
up.”

When League members are absent,
show them their absence has been mno-
ticed, and it will let them know that their
presence the last time was feit. If mem-
bers leave town, follow them with a letter
to their new abode, that the Church or
League there meay search them out.

To keep our society alive we must be
devoted, wide-awake, and looking for op-
portunities for all sorts of work. Have a
real live president at the head of the
executive, and insist on each convener
carrying out his or her allotted work,
with as many new inspirations as possi-
ble, to brighten and oheer and inierest
the young people. To have an enthusi-
astic meetihg we must come—readily,
attentively, seriously, merrily, and
eagerly.

Are you ready to do the Mttle thing—

The hand to clasp, the song to sing;

The cheery word to give a friend,

The helping hand you oft might lend?

Remember, 'tis the little things that
count,

E'en pennies will make a great amount,

And a welcome smile from our Saviour

King,
Will gurely not be a little thing.

Seeing Double

On a pleasant Sunday afternoon an old’
and his youngest son were scat-

pose,
leadership, absence of enthusiasm, is
sure to deaden a League.

If an interesting programme has been
prepared, and we hope for a crowded
meeting, how are we going to reach the
young people and let them know, ard
get them Interested, It we do not ad-
vertise ? The stale, unattractive pulpit
announcement 18 forgotten almost as
soon as heard. Appeal to the eye as
well as to the ear; don't be afraid cf
printers’ ink, or a pen and ink post card
invitation. Or have an alert young
man or woman at the church door to
give a cheery verbal invitation.

Awaken inquisitiveness on the part of

ed In the village inn. The father had
partaken liberally of the home-brewed
beer and was warning his son against
the evils of intemperance. ‘' Nover
drink too much, my son. A gentleman
stops when he has enough. To be Arunk
is a disgrace.”

“Yes, father, but how can I tell when
I have had emough or am drunk?”

The old man pointed with his finger.
“Do you see those two men sitting in
the corner ? If you should see four men
there you would be drunk.”

The boy looked long and earnestly.
“Yes, father, but—there is only one man
in that corner.”—Lippincott’s.
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Junior Topics

FEB.

& GEORGE YOUNG. Matt.
. On December 31st, 1820, Rev. George
\.uung, D.D., was born on a farm in
Frince Edward County, Ontario When
seventeen years old he was a volunteer
Soldier in the MacKepzie Rebellion, in
1837. The training received as such
brepared nim to some extent for later
arduous labors of a pioneer missionary,
He was converted in 1842, and ordained
I[x 1846. 1In establishing the mission at
Fort Garry (now Winnipeg), in 1868, he
endured many hardships, on account of
4 severe winter and a threatened fam-
Ine. With dauntless courage, however
be toiled on, notwithstanding e Re-
bellion of 1869 further retarded his pro-
gress. His strong faith, clear vision and
persistent endeavor enabled him to sur-
mount great difficulties. The fruits of
his efforts are seen in firmly established
Methodist Churches in our Canadian
West. While naturally sympathetic and
sweet-spirited, he was called upon at
times to face conditions requiring the
tact, judgment and courage of a good
soldier. He was truly a hero, whose
name finds a noble place in our coun-
try’s history, and that of our Church.
In 1878, the degree of D.D. was con-
ferred upon him by Cornell University.
In 1882, he was appointed Superintend-
ent of Northwest Missions, and first
President of Manitoba and Northwest
Conference, which he organized. He

had fruit of his ministry also in London,.

Hamilton, Bay of Quinte, Montreal, and
Toronto Conferences, in which he was
stationed. He died in Toronto, on Au-
gust 1st, 1010,

Thought for March—Christ and Prayer,

MARCH 3.—CHRIST AS A MAN OF
PRAYER. Luke 6: 12, 18: 1

Whenever Jesus was troubled he
turned for help and comfort to his Hea-
venly Father, and he often sought the
yulet places that He might be alone and
uninterrupted, by y person. We find,
In studying the New Testament, there
are many verses which refer to Christ
praying. The Superintendent might find
these and distribute to the Juniors to
#tudy at home, to be repeated in the
meeting. When we have an important
task to perform we often feel the need
of talking the matter over with some
one. So did Christ, and in prayer he
found strength for every difficulty.
Should we not follow his example? We
are told that after the Sabbath Day of
miracles at Capernaum, although He
was weary, He rose early, ‘““a great
while before day,” and went to a quiet

spot outside the city to pray. Before
choosing his twelve disciples, “ He went
out into a mountain to pray, and con-

tinued all night in prayer to God.” He
always found time to commune with
His Fathe: Are we not forgetful of
prayer in the midst of our busy life?

In the Bible we have a record of nine
prayers of Jesus. The * Lord's Prayer "
was taught to his disciples on a mc
tain in Galilee; there were two prayers
of thanksgiving, one in Galilee and an-
other by the grave of Lazarus. He
prayed for strength in the upper room,
when with his disciples, and prayed for
them and for all who should follow in
their footsteps in the coming days. In
Gethsemane he prayed for submission
to the will of God; and on the cro
prayed three times for forgiveness for
those who crucified Him, for help in His
icneliness, and again when commending
His spirit to Ged

ie

In the Gospel of John we have an ac-
ccunt of a beautiful prayer as Jesus sat
it the last Supper with his disciples.
It was a pra of love and compassion,
and of thanksgiving. Jesus said, “Watch
ind pray.” He taught us also to “Pray
for them that persecute you." He also
warned us against using * vain repcii
tions."

In developing the thought of prayer
leing essential to the truest life, the
Superintendent might give examples of
leaders, past and present, who, like
Christ, were * men of prayer.”

What did Jesus do whenever he need-
ed guidance? Name the recorded pray-
ers of Jesus.

e AW

MARCH 10.—ANSWERS TO PRAYER,
“YES" OR “NO.” John 15: 7;
Matt. 26: 37-44.

An interesting incident is related con-
cerning the Duke of Kent, father of our
late beloyed Queen Victoria. When she
was a baby princess, a clergyman was
one day visiting in their home, and was
requested to give his blessing upon the
child lying in the crib, In a short pray-
er he asked God, as she grew in years,
she might grow in grace and in favor

HAPPY JUNIORS IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMER-TIME

both with God and man. To this the
Duke responded with an emphatic
‘““Amen.” Then he continued: *“ Don't
pray simply that hers may be a brilliant
career, and exempt from those trials
and struggles which have pursued her
father; but pray that God's blessing
may rest on her, that it may overshadow
her, and that in all her coming years
she may be guided and guarded by

" That prayer was offered, and
we not add, answered? God always
ers prayer.

Though we do not always get just
what we pray for, we often get some-
thing far better than we asked for.
“God is able to do for us far more
abundantly than we can ask or think.”
“If we ask anything according to his
will, he heareth us.” If wisest and best,
the very thing asked for is given, but
sometimes the answer Is, *“ No."”

** Ask and it shall be given you; seek,
and 3 hall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you."

Name five truths that Jesus taught
concerning praye ? How does God an-
swer prayer? What do we mean by an
inswer to prayer?

Tell the story of Daniel, as a brave
boy, who zrew up to be a strong, able
man, and the place prayer had in his
life.

The st of Joseph or of Samuel
might be tcld by a Junior, to illustrate
the teaching of the topic

ERA.
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MARCH 17.—~THE MODEL PRAYER.
Matt. 6: 9-13.

The Lord’s Prayer followed the re-
quest of the disciples that Jesus would
teach them how to pray. We all know
this prayer and have repeated it so many
times, that perhaps we may have over-
looked some of the truthe it contains
When we repeat the words, *Our
Father,” we may truly feel that we are
children of a King, joint heirs with
Christ. We ask for u number of im
portant things,—that the glory of God's
name may be known upon the earth,—
that the Kingdom of Christ may come,
not only into parts of the earth which
know not Jesus and His love, but into
our own hearts, that we may grow more
and more like Him.

Then we pray, too, that every thought
and every action may be in conformity
with his Divine Will, that perfect obedi-
ence may abound.

For forgiveness we pray when we
have done wrong. It is so easy to do
this. But how often we find it hard
to forgive those who have been unkind
to us. It Is easy to pray for dear kind
friends, but Jesus teaches us that we
must truly forgive all who despitefully
use us, or He cannot
abide in our hearts
We must learn how
to forgive, the way
Jesus forgives sin.
Then there is the
prayer for strength
to withstand tempta-
tion, for boys and
girls are tempted to
leave the straight
and narrow path just
as well as men and
women.

Let the Juniors

name some of the
things we ask for in
saying the Lord's
Prayer.
The Superintendent
might profitably tell
some missionary
story, illustrating the
methods used for
prayer, such as pray-
er-wheels, etc, In
lands into which we
are sending the Gos-
el

Emphasize the truth that God wants
prayer from the heart, simple and
loving.

MARCH 24

-PRAYER FOR OTHERS.
Luke 2 7

37; John 17.

Read alternately the verses of this
beautiful chapter in St. John's Gospel.
You will notice that Jesus prays for
Himself, for his disciples, and for all
who belleve on Him. His whole mis-
sion had been to reveal unto men His
Father by His own unselfish work on
earth. In praying for His disciples, He
asks that they be kept strong amidst
the evil of the world, not that they
might be taken away from it, but that
they might have courage to face its sin
and dificulties. He especially desires
that they be kept very close to tho
Father, whom Jesus had shown unto
them. He prayed that selfishness be
teken from them, and that these men
be set apart to continue the great work
for which they had been trained by
Jesus. He praved that his disciples
might be sanctified, and not they only
but all who belleve in Jesus; that we
may be one in purpose, and that we may
be all filled with the love of God. Jesus
prayed for the Church, that every mem-
ber might truly love the other, and that
in them there might be continued ex-
pression of Himself. Do we pray for
ourselves or others?
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WITH SUGGESTIONS BY THE EDITOR

#

GREAT HYMN WRITERS:
NY CROSBY. Psalm 116.
This meeting is in charge of the Third
Department, and should be made both
sociable and literary in character. The
Music Committee should carefully select
and arrange the hymns, all of which
should be chosen from the compositions
of the blind poetess. A very wide fleld
affords ample scope for variety. Have
solos, duetts, and choruses as the talent
of your members admits. A dozen or
more persons may be appointed well
ahead of the meeting to prepare brief
statements regarding their choice of
Fanny Crosby's hymns, and to tell why
they so choose. There is matenial
enough in the article written by Miss
Wallace and printed on a previous page
for several short addresses. Do not read
this article in the meeting; but so plan
that its statement of facts will be
utilized by two or three persons at least,
as the foundation of the story of the
lady you are studying about. These
may be appointed to, (1) Outline the
story of her life, (2) Describe the
varied qualities of her hymns, (3) Show
the force of her inward spirit to
counterbalance her affliction, and (4)
Explain the widespread influence of her
hymns. As an interesting soclal item in
the programme, let the organist or pian-
ist, after the addresses have been given,
play over the first measure or two of a
number of her well-known hymns and
see how many of the audience can in-
stantly recognize and identify them.
This may be made both entertaining and
instruetive, but it =must be put through
promptly and be ¢ allowed to drag.

-CHRIST'S DOCTRINE OF
EY. Luke 12: 16-20.

The Fourth Department has charge of
this meeting. Mr. 'ucker's article in
this issue lends itseif verv readily to
division. If I were Leader, I should
arrange with throe persons to show how
money relates to (1) Our Obligation to
God, (2) Our duties to one another,
(3) Personal character. I should ex-
pect each of these to restate the teach-
ings of Jesus as epitomized by Mr.
Tucker, and when each speaker had fin-
fshed I should expect him to catechise
the members on his phase »f the sub-
ject. In this way I should try to in-
terest the majority by encouraging them
to take some part. Not what the
Leaguers hear, but what they remember,
is the test of value of what has been
sald to them. And there is no better
way of fixing. facts or truths in the
memory than by audibly stating and re-
stating them in the presence of others.
You might arrange a striking acrostic,
given hy five persons on as many
themes. The following is only a sample
of a number that will occur to you:

M ake all you can by honest industry.

O wn nothing absolutely; but as God's
Steward.

N ever spend more than you earn.

E conomize on self; be extravagant on
others?

¥ ou have little sense if you either de-

spise or abuse money.

FEB. 18
FA

FEB. 25,
MO

that League fail more

MARCH 3.—STUDIES IN N. T. CHAR-
ACTERS: PETER. Luke 5: 1-11;
Acts 12: 1-19.

In his article on a previous page,

‘“ Peter, the Apostolic Leader,” Dr. Mc-

Arthur has presented this topic under

six different headings, and the First

Vice-Prosident and members of the C. E.

Department have a splendid opportunity

to deal with the record in a most helpful

way. Attached to each of the six sec-
tions referred to, are given illuminative
seripture passages. These should be
studied and their contents stated. After
the whole case has been fairly presented,
questions relating to present-day Chris-
tian life and labor should be brought
home to each mind. For this is your
monthly Consecration Meeting, and the
study of the evening should terminate
in a renewal of the Pledge by the active
members, and an earnest appeal to ac-
cept it to the associates. Seek to find
out, for instance, the traits in Peter's
character which we ought to guard
against, what elements of strength that
he showed we may seek to emulate,
what qualities of leadership in him are
desirable to-day, and how the Church
can continue the work last committed to
him by his Master. These are specimen
sub-topics of value and importance, but
most important of all is it that each
young person among us should be con-
stralned to make Peter's great confes-
sion of the Lordship of Christ. Let all
veur study tend to this, ‘ Thou art the
Christ.”’

MARCH 10,~-METHODIST HOME MIS-
SIONS THAT HAVE EXISTED
FOR A GENERATION OR MORE.
Luke 24: 46-53.

If the Missionary Vice-President will
give time and thought to this meeting,
it might be conducted in the form of a
cross-examination of a number of per-
sons who represent different types of
home mission fields. Dr. McArthur's
article has given material for this; but
it must be locally arranged. The presid-
ing officer might give a summary of our
mission work, stating how it is divided,
and stating the number of missions and
missionaries in our Church at home.
Then, let a number of persons be ar-
raigned to represent the missions that
remain ‘“on the fund ' year after year.
Make them explain their case. You will
see that at least five such representa-
tives may be summoned. The dialogue
may be quite easily arranged. Then
comes the question, * What about it?”
To restate the content of the article un-
der “Hopeful Signs,” would be the privi-
lege of some associate judge or of some
juryman, if you have a jury, and the
climax may be reached by the sugges-
tion of church union, which in turn
may lead to a very profitable discussion
of this vital and timely theme. Keep
the thought of the members throughout
fixed on the great subject of our Home
Mission work.

ol ‘You are strongly advised to read carefully what Miss Lindsay says about
“hurried up programmes” in hér article on page 41,

It is your Bditor's candid judgment
from

from any other cause.

lack of than

‘When the plan for the meeting has not been carefully thought ont

hy the Committee and the various parts allotted to the members well ahead of time, it is
obligatory on some one person to “take the topic,” and “ome person” very often runs the

meeting into a rut and dulness results.

The cure for all this is obvious,

ERA. 43

A Social Visit with the Con-
nexional Officers

There is a group photograph in this
pumber which will interest you. But
we shall come to it later. Did you ever
think how profitable you might make an
evening spent with all the Connexional
Officers? 1 am sure you have; but you
will never have the privilege of their
presence all together at your meeting.
That would be impracticable; but in
their absence yon may well study about
them and their work. The constitution
,and management of the Connexional De-
partments of the Methodist Church
would be too big a study for you to take
up on any one evening; but I think you
may spend a very pleasant half-hour or
more over the picture already referred
to. Look it up.

On the 27th of December last, a Con-
ference of all the Connexional Officers
who were within easy reach was held in
the Timothy Eaton Memorial Methodist
Church, Toronto, and your Editor,
thought it a good opportunity to take
a group photograph of this lot of fine-
icoking men., (Perhaps the lot are not
each fine-looking, but they together
make a fine-looking lot. That's what T
mean.) The sexton very kindly let the
light in, and the result of the Editor's
work you must judge for yourselves.

Now, then, who are all these men;
what phases of Church life do they re-
present, what activities do they serve, in
short, what do you know or not know
about them? My suggestion is that you
get all your members to bring their Eras
with them to the meeting, and that you
together have a friendly contest and find
out just what you can from one another
regarding the men and all they stand
for in the Church. If there are not
enough Kgas to go around, (and there
will not be,) you may lave to group
vour members together, so that all may
see the pleture and help in the pleasant
work of identification. Tu that case the
contest will have to be carried out by
groupe or companies, not by individuals.

Or, instead of confining your atten-
tion to the men in the picture, you may
exterd vour investigation so as to in-
ciude all the Departmental Officers of
the Church. For this, you had better
get your Pastor's Discipline, or perhaps
he wil! help vou himself, which would
be better. Find out, somehow, how
many men were elected to official posi-
tions by the last General Conference, to
what offices they were appointed, and
what their duties are. Ascertain also
how many additional men have been ap-
pointed by the General Boards of the
Church, and in what capacities they
serve. Know where these men are locat-
ed, in what territory they work, and
what the Departments they represent ex-
pect of them by way of service.

1 have an idea that many of our young
people do not know as much about the
Connexional machinery of the Methodist
Church as they should if they are to
irtelligent!y believe in and support it
as loyal members or adherents, and this
will give your League a fitting oppor-
tonity to instruct them.

1 hope that I shall sometime be able
to show yvou a complete group of the

Connexional Officers; but it is a most
rare oceasion on which they can | ihly
be hrought together, and for the present
this number of them must suffice. The
rest are men equally handsome, wise,

and useful. To them the whole Church
owes a great debt, not only for the per-
sonal service they individually rende
but for their leadership in the great en-
terprises to which it is committed. Un-
der them may the whaole Methodist mem-
bership become Increasingly useful for
God.
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44 THE
Topic Studies
The plan introduced last spring of

making the Topics for our Leagues run
concurrently with the League rather
than the Calendar year has worked well.
The present list ends with April, the
new begins with May. For the year
1912-13, the same general plan of allot-
ting topics suitable for the four depart-
ments of the Adult League work, will
be followed. The first meeting of the
month is thus appropriated to the Chris-
tian Endeavor, the second to the Mis-
sionary, the third to the Literary and
Social, and the fourth to the Citizenship
Departments. Topies eminently suitable
to each have been chosen. The general
plan is as follows:

On each first meeting of the month,
begnining with May, a study in the Par-
ables of our Lord will be taken. The
twelve in order are: The Sower: The
Mustard Seed and the Leaven; The Hid
Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price;
The Good Samaritan; The Friend at
Midnight and the Importunate Widow;
The Rich Fool; The Great Supper; The
Prodigal Son; The Pharisee and Publi-
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for Next Year

s: The Modern City; The Making of
a City; The Struggling Masses; Under-
mining the Home; Social Life in City
and Country; Religious Conditions and
Movements in our Dominion; City Gov-
ernment; The Seamy Side of Soclal
Pathology; Phllanthropy as a Science;
Social Service; Canadian Citizenship and
Christian Citizenship.

The fifth evenings as they occur and
the fourth evening in December are
provided with special programmes. The
course from beginning to end should
be eminently appropriate to real, earn-
est League study as well as both en-
juyable and entertaining. If each vice-
president gives due care to the prepara-
tion of the programme of leaders, a
splendid variety must be apparent
throughont the year.

The full Topic list and the Junior
Topies alsgo, will be duly printed by the
Book Room and be on sale in quantl-
ties there. All orders for the printed
topic-cards should be sent to Dr. Briggs,
not to the Editor of this paper.

The best assistance possible

will be

FRIENDLY

ADULT

can; The Two Sons; The Ten Virgins;
and The Pounds.

On each second evening of the month
Missionary studies will be followed
through the year, as follows: The Unfin-
ished Work of the Great Commission;
Some Heroes of Canadian Indian Mis-
sions; Africa, Some Men Who Have
Worked for Its Redemption; China's
Challenge to the Christlan Church; The
Call to the Young for Missionary Lead-
ership; Home Missions, a Factor in Na-
tion Building; The Claims of British
India and Its Debt to the Missionary;
City Missions, the People at Home Who
Need Our Help; Canada’s Non-English-
speaking People; Japan, What Are We
Contributing to Its Evangelization?
Korea, a Miracle of Missions; and The
Islands of the Sea and Some of Their
Missionaries.

On each third evening of the month
a study in one of the great masterpleces
of Hebrew literature will be presented.
Both in the Bible and out of it are mar-
vellous gems of literary beauty with
which our young people ought to be
familiar. The list is: Joseph Made
Known to His Brethren; The Song of
Moses: David's Lament Over Saul and
Jonathan; David's Song of Victory; The
Source of Wisdom; The Greatness of
God: The Song of the Redeemed; An
Appeal to Youth; The Virtuous Woman;
The Glory of Jerusalem; The Strongest
Thing; and In Praise of Great Men.

On each fourth meeting of the month
studies from ‘ My Neighbor " will be
taken. This is the only text-book which
as such will be studied throughout. It
presents the following important themes

BIBLE

CLASS, WATERFORD, ONT.

provided in each issue of our paper for
the preparation of the topic in the meet-
ing, and we shall continue to do all we
can to help our young people in their
study and work. But we cannot do
their study and work for them, nor
eliminate all personal application by
them. It is Individual Study that counts

A Live District Executive

Note: In a former number reference was
made to the prospective work of the Chat-
ham District Epworth League,
plans proposed to make District
and guldance of local leagues effective,
The Executive recently met at Charing
Cross In order to help the Leagues on that
side of the District, and at our request for
a simple statement of what was actually

and e
visitation

done, the alert and thoroughgoing Presi-
dent, Mr, A. E. Hopper, has written the fol-
! facts, without intending them for
u tiol commend the course of

Bur Chatham District officers, and woul
like many others to follow their lead in
District management.—Ed.

“Our meeting was called for five
o’clock for the District nTicers and all
the Leagues around Charing Cross, that
is, the local officers of those Leagues,
and at the appointed hour about forty
were present. There were six Leagues
represented. We went forward with
our business with myself in the chair
Rev. Hunter was away owing to the
death of his brother. A resolution of
sympathy was drafted anc sent to him
A committee was appointed to send
word to. Ridgetown District, notifying
them of our intention of supporting our
own Missionary, also to notify Dr.
Stephenson of our intention. A letter
was sent to every League in the District
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asking for them to share their part of
the increase in Misslons. A resolution
was passed to be forwarded to the dif-
ferent Leagues, stating that each of the
District officers was willing to visit
every League once during the year, and
pressing upon them to arrange a date
for those meetings. The ' matter of
prayer circles was talked over, and a
resolution along that line was drafted.
Our object in this afternoon session was
to get in touch with the local officers,
and I think the apparent interest they
took in the business showad plainly that
they are commencing to realize that the
League, if properly handled, is a power
for good.

“"At 6.30 we went to the basement of
the church, where the young women had
arranged a lunch. All pres!dents and
vice-presidents sa. in groups together
and talked over plans, d:ffculties, and
successes, in their respective Depart-
ments, in a friendly way. One hour of
social time was profitably spent.

“ A large gathering from the neigh-
borhood assembled at 8 in the evening
Meeting was opened by the President of
the home League, and then I took the
chair. All resolutions were read and
adopted. 1 gave an address, pointing
out the duties lying upon local officers.
Their earnestness in their work was the
keynote to success. Each Department
followed, led by the District Vice-Presi-
dents, mapping out the work and giving
suggestions.

“T think it was time well spent, and
any sacrifice was fully repaid by the
apparent interest.

““We hope to hold at least two more
gatherings of similar nature in the near
future, each at some central point.”

A Strong Bible Class

The Friendly Adult Bible Class was
organized just three years ago in the
Waterford (Ont.) Sunday School, and
has a membership of 1256 or more. The
President is Mr, J. A. Vancvery and the
Teacher Mr. Ward Foster. The life of
the class permeates the whole congrega-
tion, and its activities m.nister to the
varied needs of Church work. In the
photograph of the class may be seen
persons of extreme age as well as those
of less extended years, Near the centre
of the group are Mr. and Mrs. Grace,
both over 90 years old when the picture
was taken late in the summer of last
year. It means much to have such a
body of representative men and women
banded together for study, service, and
soclability, and any Church with a simi-
lar organization should be always active
in aggressive Christian work. The Or-
ganized Adult Bible Class is possible in
any community no matter what the size
of its Sunday School may be.

Easily Disposed Of

The teacher was trying to impress
upon her clags the necessity of regulat-
ing the sinful human heart, and to drive
her point home she produced her watch.

“Now, boys,” she said, “you all see
this watch "—an assertion so obviously
true that there was no danger of contra-
diction. “Now,” she continued, “just
suppose for @ moment that it did not
keep correct time, that I found it was
willing to go any way but the right way,
what should I do with 1t?”

There was the usual pause, which
pupils indulge in because it flatters the
teacher by making her suppose her prob-
lem is a very deep one, and that her wis-
dom is therefore very profound. Then
a bright little boy held up his hand.

“ Please, migs, you would sell it to &
friend ! ”

B = S e
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‘WHAT THE

POSTMAN

BROUGHT

Two Mission Study Classes are hard

at work in Trinity League, Toronto.
Every League should have one. Write
te Dr. Stephenson for particulars and
all needed supplies.

The Century E. L. of Medicine Hat
Alta., held “one of the most unique
soclals " ever held in that city on Hal-
lowe'en last. We hope to give particu-
lars so as to be of use to others for
next fall. They would be untimely just
now.

Campbellford Leaguers now number
83, and prospects are good for them to
pass the 100-mark soon. The Herald
gave a splendid report of the Rally hela
at the beginning of the winter, and
from all accounts all is going well with
the young people’s work there.

The Juniors of Waterloo have formed
a Pocket Testament League. In order
to ensure a larger average attendance,
the time of meetlmg hn been chanzed
from
afternoon, as more lull&ble for the
younger and smaller folk. They held a
very interesting Christmas meeting.

The Queensville League reports pros-
perity. A meeting of Juniors and Adults
in the fall was much enjoyed, and simi-
lar union meetings are being planned
for the future. The idea Is excellent,
and as the President remarks, “ They
seem to go into the work with deeper
interest after.”

A friend at Victoria Road very properly
suggests that more general attention
should be paid to the Pledge in the Ep-
worth League, and that the motto shoul¢
be occasionally emphasized. The im
portance of both these suggestions wil’
be admitted by all wise I.eaguers. Carry
them out in your society.

The Waatmorelnnd Epworth Lea;ue
Toronto, p
report for the ﬂr!l six months of lhe
current League year, having raised in
that time the sum of $304.41 for the
Forward Movement. This League Is
strong at all points, and is as busy a
hive of young Christian workers as one
could find anywhere.

Miss Hetherington, Millbrook, Ont.,
gives a good and practicable suggestion
for a literary programme. She says, in
a recent letter: *“ A plan we found very
successful for impressing on the general
mind the facts in connection with the
biography of an author or any great
man is this: Have some one prepare a
sketch of the life, and arrange it in
eight or ten or twelve brief statements
of facts about him, Prepare folders
with spaces numbered to correspond
with the facts to be used, and fill out
one space of each folder, leaving the
person to complete his sketch by getting
the other seven or nine or eleven facts
from others in the room, so that when
finished each will have an outline sketch
of the life of the person studled, to
take home and keep as a souvenir.”

Little Britain League made good use
of a number of their ex-presidents re-
cently. These past officers gave wise
ccunsel and timely advice to those now
in charge. We commend this practice.
The old-timers ought to be able to very
materially assist the present officers, as
the result of experience gained in the
past.

Bro. Brearley, Woodstock, Ont.,
writes that the League with which he is
connected is working hard to ralse
money for the repairing and decorating
of the lecture-room of the church. Four
high-class concerts are being given in
course, and next month a banquet will
be held. The funds already in hand en-
sure the success of this most worthy and
commendable enterprise.

The President of Stanstead (Que.)
League well reparks: “ The influence
of the Epworth League will keep grow-
ing greater, and 1 am sure that the best
results will be obtained only when each
one realizes his responsibility to others
and adds his sincere help to the cause.”
There is a whole sermon in that short
but wise sentence. How does it strike
you?

‘ As a result of the Conventlon, one
president reports that at their last Ex-
ecutive meeting all the members pre-
sent, nine in number, led in prayer;
some for the first time.” This is from
the St. Catharines District, and sounds
good. All official members should at-
tend the Executive, and every Executive
meeting should be as truly a place of
prayer as of business.

The President writes encouragingly
of the work of the College Street E. L.
of C. E., Toronto, as a whole; but one
of the best items in his letter is that at
one consecration meeting recently, of
the 556 present, 53 gave personal testi-
wmony; and that still more recently, out
of 60 present 54 testified. This resulted,
not from a formal calling of the roll, but
by starting the members in turn to
speak. Good use is made of the Mis-
sionary Clock, and at the ordinary meet-
iugs placard notices are freely dis-
played.

The second vice-president of the
Cobourg District sends the plan of Dis-
trict Visitation on behalf of the Mission-
ary interests of the League. It provided
for a dual representation at each local
soclety with two addresses at each meet-
ing, one on the work of Rev. W. i.
Smith, M.D., the representative of the
District in West China, and the other
on the Forward Movement. A similar
plan should be undertaken in every Dis-
trict. Increased interest and enlarged
subscriptions would result. Our Dis-
trict Leagues are waking up to the need
and value of systematic visitation of
every cireuit.

The following is an extract from a
letter written to a Leaguer who, with
some others, had paid a visit to the
Central Prison, Toronto. The name of
the writer only is omitted. Surely such
visitation pays: “I, ......co00uniy have
fully realized my weakness, but 1 am
thankful I can say with confidence, ‘1|
am not ashamed to own my God, or to
defend His cause,’ and as we read in
the New Testament at tne time Peter
was in prison a company assembled at a
louse for prayer on his behalf, I would
therefore, be glad, when you are at the
Throne of Grace, you would remember
me in your petitions; also ask the
Teague to do the same. 1 assure you
that all the boys in this institution, in-
cluding myself, enjoyed the visit of the
Westmoreland League, and hope it will
not be long hefore you pay us another
visit."”

—+
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The Paris League is doing speclal
work in a * Teachers’ Bible Training
Class.” They report progress, with
steadily increasing membership. To in-
form and interest all the officers and
committees in their work, Miss Gurney
says, ‘It helped, to supply each family
with a Constitution, and al¢o to have
the members of the different committees
stand while the vice-presidents read
their duties.” Such a driil by com-
mittees would be beneficial in most
Leagues.

A Leaguer, referring to a visit to the
West last autumn, wrote: *° As I looked
over the great wheat fields 1 thought
of our Epworth League work, ‘' The har-
vest truly is great, but the laborers are
few.! I was much impressed with the
importance of doing things quickly, not
to spend all our time tinkering about,
doing nothing, but to make every day
count for something definite, as much
will be lost if the harvest wait.” This
is no place for moralizing; but we would
like you to apply the thought of our
correspondent, and make sure that 1912
finds you actively doing something for
the Kingdom.

In a nicely written letter, Annie Mc-
Cormick, President, names the followiug
items as constituting the special work
of the Sherbrooke Street Juniors: ** At
Christmas, the Juniors have a Christmas
tree, and we all furnish gifts of some
kind, which go to the Children's Me-
morial Hospital. At Easter we meet in
St. James' Methodist Church, where we
bring flowers, which are taken to the
sick. At Thanksgiving we donate pro-
visions, which go to the poor.” What
a beautiful spirit of true Christian
benevolence and real philanthropy such
a course of training must cultivate in
the hearts of the young! They surely
know something of the Scripture, "It
is more blessed to give than to receive.”

A letter from Beamsville has the right
ring in it. Miss Corcoran says: * We
are also actively engaged in the Local
Option campaign. At ouc of our Ex
ecutive meetings we appointed a com-
mittee of young men to attend all the
Temperance meetings held in this place,
and to do =21l they can outside of the
meativ_, to persuade men and women
to vote the right way.” Good idea!
Every League should be an active centre
to advance both Temperance education
and Prohibition legislation everywhere
through the country. Make your soclety
count for the highest social ideals as
well as for a pure personal morality.

In conducting a League in a country
place, there are more difficulties than
those connected with its internal man-
agement. What do you think of this,
for instance, coming from the President
o a Leagne within the bounds of the
Toronto Conference? Surely it repre-
sents a very deplorable condition of
affairs, and calls for drastic measures: —

“1 presume that you are aware that ours

i country League. The forces of evil
very strong in and around this com-
ly W have been troubled for a long
t ng men and boys coming to the
ml(l!l\‘s ror the purpose, evidently, of dis-
turbing and annoying us in every possible
way. Naturally, as a League and a congre-
5.ulnn, we are anxious to obtain good order
as quiet a means as possible, and have
rrtruned from doing anything harsh, but It
has been found that this plan will not work.
The offenders have been rvpell ly admon-
ished by the pastor, and warned as to the
Lonuquenu:l of their mllbchavlur. but
ith no permanent results, Matters have
been steadlly growing worse, and we have
found It necessary to take legal steps to
defend ourselves, and to close the League
for a short time until we get the mllur

“The work was in a flourishing condition
while we had a fair chan
Truly all the helthens are not in far-
away, benighted lands!
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The Wareham Leaguers interested
themselves and Incidentally papered
their Church, through the manufacture
and sale of an autograph quilt last sea-
son. KEven a small community may pro-
fit in many ways from the devotion and
industry of busy young people like these.
Do something for your Church.

At Moira, last fall, three boys were
started in a contest for new League
members, and the winner was given a
year's subscription to this paper. An
increase of some 30 members resulted.
Why didn’'t some person think of Tur
EgA as a reward before? Thanks, Mr.
Dunlop, for the suggestion. 1 hope
many others will follow your lead, and
that many bright boys may receive the
paper for their work's sake.

A model report of a Leugue Rally
iu Devine Street, Sarnia, has been
recelved. The meeting was large, re-
preseutative, and enthusiastic. Bacl
vice-president gave a report of the De-
partments in turn, and the Pastor and
Assistant Sunday School Superintendeut
gave addresses. The work as a whole
Is most encouraging, and under wise pas-
toral guldance and effective official lead-
ership, still greater prosperity is in
store for the Devine Street Leaguers.

No comment is necessary on the fol-
lowing seasonable and wise advice from
Mr. Cousins, of Barton Street League,
Hamilton: * Encourage soclal visitation
between Leagues as much as possible.
The young people of to-day will be the
backbone of the Church of to-morrow,
and in unity is strength. Nothing will
draw the young people together like
genuine sociability.” Put the emphasis
on the last adjective as you read it,
please.

Bverything counts, even old rubbers;
80 an enterprising young man in a cer-
tain Ontario city tells me that they are
arranging ‘“an old rubber night™ for
some time in March. You see the point,
don't you? It's all right, and the sum
total received from those accumulated
worn - out - foot - protectors - during -
the - winter, will be put to splendid use
in commendable Church work. It is
surprising how  these liitle things,—
fragments,—amount up in the aggre-
gate. ‘‘ Let nothing be lost.” is a sound
injunction, which many persons and so-
cleties might follow to their lasting
profit.

It I8 pleasant indeed when such a
statement comes to my desk as Mrs.
Doxsee makes concerning her League a°
Hastings, “ All our meetings are good,
but some, of course, are especially bright
and interesting. We have a splendid
staff of vice-presidents, who spend a
good deal of time and thought on their
meetings, and the members of the differ-
ent committees are always willing to
help in whatever way they can.” It is
not only an honor, but a joy to be Presi-
dent of an Epworth League under such
happy conditions. Why isn’t your
League like it? Or is it?

Rev. W. F. Armstrong had been seek-
ing an organ for Rev. Mr. Hopkinson, of
the Peace River District. Their hearts
have been gladdened through the gen-
erosity of Mr. T. H. Graham and the
Sunday School at Inglewood, Ont., who
are sending a fine new Sherlock-Man-
ning organ, which will have to be treked
500 miles before it reaches its destina-
tion. This school has also sent a used
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The Etonla B, L. President scores a
good point in suggesting that more and
tore the Church be made the centre of
the soclal life of ithe people. Bhe
** would have social evenings often, have
good programmes in which the Leaguers
as well as outsiders should take part,
and invite all the people of the com-
munity to attend. She would send the
young people on a crusade to obtain
at least one new member each.” Alj
kood, and conducive to growth in both
numbers and League service,

The missionary work of the Aylmer
Epworth League is being well developed
Early in the winter personal envelopes
were distributed among the young peo-
ple, in which they were asked to en-
close their ‘' Thank-offering for the
Bounties of the Year.” A generous re-
sponse was made. The League will
ralse $125 or more for Missions during
the year. This will by no means pre-
vent the realization of the supreme aim
of the League, which is stated by the
President to be * to deepen the spiritual
life, and then, as an outcome, the win-
ning of souls.” The League everywhere
should not compromise its work by
simply raising money, nor should it
think its work so “religious” or “spirit-
ual” that money does not enter into it

PLAN TO COME—
FOUR DAYS.

A SUNDAY SCHOOL and EP-
WORTH LEAGUE INSTITUTE
for all Workers of Toronto Con-
ference will be held in the Metro-
politan Church, Toronto, on March
11th, 12th, 18th, 14th, 1912,

A ‘' Strong Programme,” deal-
ing with all the problems of
“rural” and *urtan’ work Is
being prepared.

It will be * enthuosiastic" and
the *“‘best" yet. * Billets" will

v id

P &gl
‘Every League™ and * Sunday
School ™' in the Conference should
be * represented.”

Keep dates open. Look out for
further notices.

The Centennial Y. P. 8. of Victoria,
B.C., have “organized a Mock Parlia-
ment along the lines of the Provincial
House, and propose to deal with legisla-
tion to give the franchise to women, in
troduce the single tax, provincialize pub-
lic utilities,” and other advanced sub-
jects. The president rather doubts
* whether the Hon. Premier McBride
will get a hunch therefrom,” but still
the young people are going ahead in
their study and advocacy of meritorious
public questions, In this we believe they
aure right, and that many others are
like-minded with them is one of the
encouraging signs of the times,

The Junior League of Thorold have
been enjoying splendid meetings, and
one plan used by them is practicable
almost anywhere.  Miss Dale writes:
‘“We have a Bible alphabet, memoriz-
Ing one verse beginning with one of the
letters, each Sunday, until the end of
the alphabet, when we have a memory
contest between the two sides.” This
is simple; but another practice of the
Juniors of Thorold is equally feasible:
“We also have the Juniors take notes
on the pastor's sermons: and at tha
¥ service they answer the

organ to Rev. W. L. L. La , Co-
balt, who suffered severe loss in the
recent fire there. The friends at Ingle-
wood will feel the happier by thus help-
ing their brethrem in their labors of
love.

roll with a thought from a sermon.

The pastor is invited to be present to

hear them.” This will be profitable to

both pastor and youn;"folk, and be
1 o a
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From Sidney Crossing comes a wise
remark to the effect that ** there should
be an evangelistic spirit in all we do or
our efforts are fruitless.”” We need to
be reminded of this from time to time
that our efforts may not partake of cold,
formal, perfunctory, routine. Nothing
will 8o keep every faculty alert anc
every talent employed to the utmost of
its capacity as a warm sympathetic hear*
moved by the love of Christ and actu-
ated by the spirit of personal ministry.
That is true evangelism,

A splendid rccount comes from East
Calgary, Alta,, of the work of the Boys'
Brigade. Its object is * the advance-
went of Christ’s Kingdom among boys
and the promotion of habits of obedi-
ence, reverence, discipline, self-respect,
and all that tends to true Christian man-
liness.” Its motto is “ Sure and Stead-
fast.” The company has some 35 to 40
members, all told. The Bible Class
meets on Sunday morning, and the in-
terest of the boys is very marked. Mon-
day Is recreation night, when various in-
door games are enjoyed by the mem-
bers, and on Thursday the Company
drill takes place. An amhulance detach-
ment receives special instruction on F'ri-
day evenings. Of this, Captain B. 8
Harris says, * You can see we have a
very full programme, but all this work
is carried out each week with a prompt-
ness and dispatch which has no equal
in this city, thanks to the very capable
officers under my command.” Success
to the 1st Calgary Co. of The Boys'
Brigade!

We are glad to record the growth and
prosperity of the Mizpah Mission Circle
of Winchester, Ont. Last year they
raised over $140 for the W. M. 8., and
this year are proceeding to do even
better than that. The members are
divided into sides, and under careful

each Is to outdo
the other in the laudable enterprise for
which all are working. An interesting
feature of one of their meetings was a
Missionary Ladder. The information to
be given was printed on narrow boards,
which, one by one, were nailed on the
supporting sides, forming steps. The
top round of all was nailed on by a
small boy, and contained the title of the
text-book for the year's study. It may
easily be seen that such a ladder might
be built up round by round by a most
Interesting process, and that when com-
plete, a great deal of valuable informa-
tion may be displayed. It fits any sub-
ject, and fixes the facts given in the
memory better than if they are only
orally repeated. Try it!

In a most cheerful letter from Heath-
cote we are told that “it is fourteen
years since the I.eague was organized,
and In that time it has never been
closed, summer or winter.” My corre-
spondent wisely says, ‘It seems to me
that some Leagues are too ready to closs
for the summer.” I agree thoroughly
with her. The Heathcote foik are alive
and at work. A Teacher Training Class
is studying * The Canadian First Stand-
ard Course,” and frequent Bible contests
nave added interest and profit to the
meetings. The leader In these, usually
the third. vice-president, prepares the
questions, and the method followed is
patterned after the old-fashioned spell-
ing match. Evenings have been devoted
to Genesis, Exodus, The Early Life of
Christ, The First Year of His Public
Ministry, and such important themes
Last, but not least, Miss Dooks reports,
“ we have a prayer Circle in our League
¢imilar to the one mentioned in tho
November Era.” All of which Is good,
and most encouraging to the General
Secretary,
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have one. You can make it with little
trouble and less expense. Prepare the
dial after any size most convenient and
fitting. Above 12 put the amount you
alm to raise during the vear. If it is
$60, every five minutes will represent
$5. As you raise any amount, move the
hands accordingly, and see how soon yo1
can reach twelve o'clock. The probabil-
ity is that if you use the clock advisedly,
the time it represents will pass quickly,
and you will perhaps be able to move
the haud over a couple of circuits of
the dial, instead of one, during the year
There is stimulus in it if properly
utilized.

An encouraging E. L. Rally was held
a few weeks ago in Wicklow. The pas-
tor, Rev. H. W. Foley, * gave a splendid
address, and the choir, composed mostly
of Leaguers, rendered The Epworth
League Hymn and Loyalty to Christ as
anthems. The Church was decorated
with flags, and red and white bunting,
and the motto, ‘ Look Up, Lift Up!’ was
prominent. The members wore red and
white badges.” 8o Miss Hall reports,
and in her letter adds, ** We could not
do without TuE ERA. Our members are
few, but we try to do all we can. Bach
officer has THe Fra. We congratulate
you on the continued improvement, in
the paper, and wish we could increase
our subscriptions.” If every E. L. were
in as healthy a condition as the Wick-
low League, small though it may be, the
whole Church would benefit. What 1s
the state of yours?

The following are the principal plans
which the Owen Sound District League
iv seeking to carry out during the pre
sent year: That each League have a
week of special evangelistic effort, thay
ccttage prayer-meetings be held during
the winter for the “ shut-ins,” wherever
nosgible; that Rallles be held on the Dis-
trict at central points; that the Leagues
take turn in writing a weekly letter to
the Misslonary, Mr. Steinhauer; that
every League have a copy of the letter
written by Mrs. Steinhauer and read at
the Convention; that each League hold a
memory evening under direction of the
Third Department, when not a book
shall be opened, but everything be given
from memory; and that the Third Vice
President of each League write to the
same officer of the other I.eagues, both
giving and asking suggestions. The
District is providing a lantern for Mr
Stelnhauer, and, taken all in all, their
condition is good and prospects fav-
orable.

Epworth League Day on the Lowville
Circuit was particularly attractive. The
sermons on the Sunday were preached
by W. M. Scott, of Victoria College, and
were inspiring to young and old. On
Monday evening the Lowviile League
gave an “At Home" to the ex-members
and friends of the congregation, and
the evening was most profitably spent.
Music and addresses formed the pro-
gramme. One item, The Roll Call, was
the most interesting feature of the
evening. Letters of invitation had been
sent to all ex-members near and far.
About a dozen letters were received
{rom ex-members from a distance, which
were read in answer to the call of the
nam: of kind r ance,
of the helpful influences of the League,
and prayerful interest though absent in
the old friends. Reference was made
to three of the members who had died
¢ince the organization of the soclety
scventeen years ago. Appropriate fa-
millar hymns were interspersed during
this number. The efficient president,
Mrs. G. A. Coulson, took charge of this
part of the programme. The pastor,
Rev. J. F. Kaye, occupied the chair.
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Have you a Missionary Clock? If not,

Refreshments were served at the close.
The Leagues of this Circult are alive,
and the influence created by them is g
felt power in the churches,

Here's a poser: ** Our Epworth League
would appreclate very much if you
would send us some suggestions. Thank-
ing you in anticipation.' Never mind
where it came from, it represents quite
a number of places, more indeed than [
like to admit even to myself. As if the
Editor could write a prescription to
meet the needs of a case he does not
even know about, much less under-
stand! Quackery! Brother, sister, this
paper is full of * suggestions.” Study
their purport, adapt them as far as de-
sirable to your own League, and profit
by the practical pointers that others may
give you; but please use your own
brains.

The Victorla West (B.C.) Epworth
League is having a good year. In addi-
ton to the ordinary work, they have
divided their section of the city into
portions, to each of which some member
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visitor is responsible for looking up all
has been assigned for visitation. This
newcomers, the “ irregulars,” and others
requiring attention, in the interests of
Church and League. This is evidence
of their desire and determination to ren-
der some practical service to the causo
with which they are connected, and is
a sample of one kind of work every Ep-
worth League should undertake,

If you do not get your Kra regularly,
and are sure the trouble is not in your
own local postal arrangements, write Dr
Briggs, giving particulars. All papers
going to one post-office are enclosed in
one package, so it is ascured that if
somebody else in your town got an Era,
yours also reached your post-office. Start
enquirles there. And please remember
that the paper is issued on the pay-in-
advance principle. This may not always
be pleasant to the subscribers; but the
publishers deem it the best all-round
policy to follow. The label on your paper
tells when your subscription is again due,
Consult it and renew promptly.

A Timely Book on a Living Subject

THE LAD FELIX

A TRAGEDY OF THE NE TEMERE
By HENRY MILNER

CLOTH, ILLUSTRATED, $1.25, POSTPAID

This book comes at a time when its stirring words will do
much to set thinking citizens acting on right lines.

GETTING ON.
THE The author
BE GOOD TO YO
PEACE,
HE CAN WHO THINKS
on success in life.
IVII"YN-AI A i or, MIGHT

THE SECRET
young and old.

MIRACLE OF RIGHT THOU

book, conceded to be fully th,

YOUNG MAN

advice to young men.
RISING IN THE WORLD; or,

Marden’s Inspirational Series
PRICE, BACH, $1.00 NuT, (BY MAIL, 10c. EXTRA.)

A book replete with messages of Inspiration for every reader.

OPTIMISTIC LIFE. alms to show that * kindness is catehing."
Bach chapter goes straight to the mark.

'URSELY. Pointing out why everyone should keep himself in
first-class condition, physically and mentally.

POWER, AND PLENTY. A good book along the
the new gospel of optimism and love.

HE CAN. A serles of straight-from-the-shoulder talk

KING -
th, “As & man thinketh, so Is he.”
OF ACHIEVEMENT. A book of Inspiration and incentive to
GHT.
© equal of “ Peace, Power, and Plenty."
ENTERING BUSINESS. Forceful, helpful and praotical

New Thought line,

MIND MASTERY. Emphasizing the

Dr. Marden's mast recent New Thought

OF PATE. A trumpet-call to

TO THE or, UNDER
famous book, which has proved the turning-point In many careers.
ALL BOOKS SENT POSTPAID, UNLESS OTHBRWISE STATED.

A world-

William Briggs =gz~ Toronto

AND OF ALL BOOKSELLERS
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Doctor’s Health Maxims

The following are some of the health
maxims of Dr, Evans, Medical Commis.
sioner of Chicago, which are distributed
as tracts or bills on hoardings :

Closed windows are open avenues to
consumption.

Strong drink makes weak men.

Your lungs can’'t be washed, but they
can be aired.

Filth for flles and flies for fever.

When you don't know what to eat, eat
nothing.

Dry-dusting moves dust;
move it

So-called chest protectors are
for coughs and colds.

it doesn’t re-

targets

‘MY! HIS NOSE IS FROZEN."

Breathe freely and fully; the more you
expand your chest the less you will con-
tract colds

Floods of sunshine in the home may
fade carpets, but it puts the bloom of
health upon your cheeks. Take your
choice.

Merchant—Did you deliver my message
to Mr. Smith?

Boy—No, sir; he was out and the office
was locked up.

Merchant—Well, why didn't you wait
for him, as I told you?

Boy—There was a nnllcc on the door
saying, “ Return at once,” so I came back
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Total Abstainers

Do you desire to get your life
insurance at the price it should
cost you? If so you won't pay
the usual premiums, but wiil
purchase your insurance on the
very favorable terms offered by
the

Equity Life Assurance
Company of Canada

which is the only aggressive
total abstainers' company in
Canada. It offers better terms
to total abstainers
other n-nm‘mny offers
unexcelled record for
seven years it has been
business. Any desired infor-
mation gladly given.

H. SUTHERLAND, President
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(the number increases every
year) find that

ALMA COLLEGE

is just the kind of school they have
been looking for. It {s NOT ONE of
THE MOST EXPENSIVE schools,
but it is ONE OF THE BEST. It
stands for health, inspiration, refine-
ment, vigor, sincerity and good sense
in the education of girls and young
women.
For CATALOGUE address—

‘ PRINCIPAL WARNER, $t. Thomas, Ont,

Albert College,
rmmce.  Belleville, Ont.

Finance

1s one of nm(‘ludlnl schools of practical

Exclusively a DUNLOP
feature

ﬂ &
seaL
wulliry

THE NEW

DUNLOP

SPECIAL BICYCLE TIRE

Tell your dealer
“THIS TIRE — OR NONE"

16 Adelalde Street West

TORONTO
Will supply Churches, Leagues and Sun-
day Schools with Cuts for illustrating
Programmes, Church Reports, Topic
Cards, ete. First-class work at moderate
prices.

as quick as I could.—E!

BLUEING FOR
24 WASHINGS &,

Handy Sheet Blueing for the
qudn Always ready, No
g to spill or spiatter
Sheet Blusing comes in paper

form. Economical and effective, Guaranteed to please.

One package contains Unelve sheets blueing, ] ()

sufficient for twenty-four washings. Only c
You

Boys and (irls Wanted to be our Agents,
can make Big Money. Every Woman Needs It.
Weite to us for further information

STERLING SUPPLY CO., touoino, CAN.

A HIGH CLASS SCHOOL
LLIOTT

Gives its students a traini ({&Ihnl carries with it
the uump of MTH rit; rllt! to«iny for large
ue. LN Pri Yonge

‘Hamdﬂ o

[
N TORONTO, ONT.
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dld.tou repared yurly for the examina-
tions held by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Ontario and for Commer-
clal Speclal
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locution, Fine Art,
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For Illustrated Calendar, address—
PRINCIPAL DYER, M.A, D.D.
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ALLOWED ON

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

We especially Solicit Accounts
with Out.of-Town Clients,
offering special facilities for
Depositing by Mail.

CENTRAL.
CANADA

LOAN & SAVINGS COY
26.KING ST E, TORONTO




