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ERRATA
It was intended to have this book trimmed

so that each illustration formed an actual flag.

The labour situation made this impossible.

Rather than delay the edition it was published
in its present form.
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i-CYe mariners of England!
That guard our native seas,

Whose flag has braved a thousand years
The battle and the breeze.

The meteor flag of England
Shall yet terrific burn,

Till danger's troubled night depart
And the star of Peace return."

—Thomas Campbell.
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ENGLISH JACK—ST. GEORGE'S CROSS,
1194 or 1274

St. ^icor^o has been the patron Saint, and liis »'ml)l('iii,

the national (Mu})l(Mn of Hnj^land tor ovor six centuries.

It is thought by some to lu\re l)oen used sinee llD-t, after

the tliird great (^rusade, when the troops of Riehard

(Neur de Lion won a gallant victory near tiie grotto

where the great Christian hero St. (^-orge, the legend

says, "redeemed the king's daughter out of the jaws of

a 'dreadful dragon." There is another tra(liti(»n, ''that

2





^
our woaried soldiers, at the siege of Autioch, suddenly

saw a eouipany of heavenly sohliers descend from the

mountains to sueeor them, St. (leorge hein^' one of the

leaders." llis e!id)h»m, a (ireck Ci'oss of the Mationai

eolour red, was, however, not generally accepted till

1274, in the reign of Edward 1. Being worn on the sur-

coats, or jaecjues, of the soldiers, "it was from the rais-

ing of one of these upon a lance or statf at the how of a

ship (in order that the nationality of those on hoai'd

might he made known ) that a flag, hearing on it only a

cross, came to he known as a .iac(|ue or jack."
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SCOTCH JACK—ST. ANDREW'S CROSS, 987

Tlic same lionour lias hocii ncconlca St. Ar.drcw

in Scothuul as St. (Ic'or-c ii. Kn-land. Accon u.- to

tradition the saint, (U'lMnincj; it far too ^nrat an lionour

to ])e (TUcifitHl as was his Lord, -aincd from Ins perse-

cutors the concession to this variation, namely, a saltiro

instead of a Latin cross. After his martyrdom h.is re-

mains were preserved as relics, and a (}i-eek monk, hav-

ing l.een warned in a vision to carry these away m a





dr

ship was wrecked on the shores of Caledonia (Scot-

land), about A.l). 370. Here he was given land on which

to build a church to enshrine the sacred relics. It was

to this church, the legend says, after a great victory, that

Achaius, King of the Scots, went barefoot and vowed to

adopt the saint's cross as the national emblem, A.D. 987.

The night before the battle he had been praying to God

and St. Andrew when t!ie cross of the martyr saint

formed in white clouds, appeared upon the background

of blue sky.
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Union Jack of James I.



KING'S JACK, OR UNION FLAGGE, 1606

Known «s tl.. fnicn .Im^k of .Imnos 1. ";';!V»"'';' "',';';.

caused l)y tlu' placing ot the ^t. inoi^^ f*

10





\t"

St. Andrew's, but this Wcis iiiijustitiablc. ns the heralds,

in cfn'ryinjr out the order of the [)ro('lamfnioi) to unite

the two -lacks, redueed the wliite Hehl of St. (}eor»;e

ahiiost to a nullity, whereas th" I»hie fiehl of St. Andrew

had all the remaining space.

12



- 1648-

A Commonwealth Flag
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A COMMONWEALTH FLAG, 1648

Bv the death of Chark^s 1 the union between Va\^-

land'and Scotland was dissolved and a new fla^r was

devised l)v the ("oiineil of State for the Conunonwealtli.

It was ordered to take tlie place of the Tnion Fla^; of

•lames 1 until, in le.")!, Scotland heint? brought under the

swav of the Coinmonwealth. the old Tnion was reverted

to and Ireland rei)resented by a golden harp phiced in

the centre. The order for the making of the new flag

14





\Qr^

was ''tlie Amies of P^ngland and Ireland in two severall

eseoteheons in a Red Flagge within a eonipartmcnt. or."

In some flags the compartnient. or (gold), is left out. and

some are surrounded by a green wreatli. AutlioritifS

difl'er eoneerning the flags in use at this time, but near'v

all agree tliat the Ships of Parliament reverted to the

simple Cross of St. (ieorge.

16
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Great Union of Cromwell



THE GREAT UNION, 1654

When Cromwell becaiiie Protector of the Coimiioii-

we.ilth of Englfuul, Seotlaiul ami Ireland, in 1651, he
deereed that there be a Standard for the Protectorate.
After undergoing several i»\odifications the form that it

finally assumed was, a St. George's Cross in two quarters,

a St. Andrew's in one, and Irish Harp in another. On a
shield, in the centre, was placed his own coat-of-arms.

18
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Union Jack of James I.
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KING'S JACK, OR UNION FLAGGE
Re-est&blished 1660

At the Restoration of (Miarles 11, in 1660, this flag re-

tnrned to places where it had been displayed before

elianges made by the Commonwealth, and the Irish

Harp whieh had been imposed upon its centre was re-

moved. This two-erossed Jack was never introduced

into the national ensigns.
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-1707-

Union Jack of Qyeen Anne
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UNION JACK OF QUEEN ANNE, 1707

Cn^atcd ill 1707, and called the real riiioii Jack, as it

enoted the union, not of the thrones only Imt ot tiu-

.Parliaments of England and Scotland which heretofore

had remained separate. The St^ George s ^/o^^.^^hid

in the first Union had had its field reduced to a n en

margin, was in this to he shown with a hroad white

border. In the King James I flag the crosses weri

"iovned together according to the forme made by oui

heralds;" in the Queen Anne flag they are to he con

26
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joyned in such manners as we should think fit," in ao-
eordance with the request of the Parliaments of the two
Kingdoms. It has hwn suggested that "it was hut due
to its centuries of glorious service that evidence of the
whole English Jack, its white field as well as its red
cross, should he displayed in the new national emhlem."

28



ao-

two
duo
the

red
-1690-

tn,
ji

Irish Jack

St. Patrick's Cross

29



IRISH JACK-^T. PATRICK'S CROSS, 1690

St. Patrick was the Christian apostle of the Irish and
))e('ame their patron saint, i.ow tlie saltire < ross l)eeanie

associated with tlie name of St. Patrick is not bv anv
mep* J clear. Legends date hack to 411, hut it has been
suggested as most prol)al)le that the X-like form of

the cross was derived from the sacred monogram ^
on the Labarum of Constantine the Great where the X
is the first letter of the (Jreek word for Christ. It was

an
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under this omporor that the Christians were rescued
from persecution in Britain, and this s\ ndmlic meaning
of the form might readily have been adopted in the
early (Miurches, thus becoming associated with the Chris-
tian labours of St. Patrick in Irehmd. It was finally
adopted as the general national eml)lem. though not
formally recognized until almut 1690.
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Union Jack of George III,
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d^"
UNION JACK OF GEORGE III, 1801

Kiiit' George III had reigned for 40 years before the

Parliament of Ireland united with those of Kngland and

Seotland and beeanie the Parliament ol" the I nited King-

dom of Great Britain and Ireland. It was not, theretore,

until 1801 that the Irish Jaek, the red eross ot ^t- ^^^t-

riek, was added to the two-erossed Jaek which had flown

for nearly 200 years. By Royal Proelamation the

Union flag shall be azure, the crosses saltire ot M.

Andrew and St. Patrick, quarterly per saltire counter

34
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changed, argent «"<l««les.- St. Patrick's Cross being

the same size and shape as St. AndrevN s tne p

allotted to the latter «as equally 'Ij^^ed and ttie wnue

edging necessary to separate the "•'•'^
f'-«"V''^'

t''''^-

*?rew
from! - St. Patrick cross and not *••»!"

>>%^/,fXe^,KM i hp broad white border around the St. George s

tVoss r;prelent7d the white fields of both St. George and

St Patrick This thrcc-erosscd Jack of George 111 is

our UnTon Jack, which has remained unchanged for over

100 years.
*Seo explanatory illustration.



The Union Jaek with t) Arms of Canada (arms of
the four origiial provinces) on a white escutcheon in the
centre, surrounded by a wreath of maple leaves and sur-
mounted by a crown, is the flag of our Governor-General.
That of a Lieutenant-Governor bears no crown and has
the arms of his own province only. Imperial sanction
was given in 187C to use maple leaves for the wreath
instead of laurel, as in the other colonies.

In the heraldic and traditional interpretations of
colour, red, white and blue are the emblems of courage,
purity and truth, therefore the colouring, as well as the

87



design of tlie NjitioDal Ml.,,, , *• m ..

value i.s pri.eloss v" 1,1 ;?;; ," ' "* *""»"'"«• ""*»
i" il« fol Is, and fk ,is m.v n '

''"'""•" '^ '""'•"Pl'od
s.vn,l,„lis,„ 'of is ,..'"•

u
''""''"'' >« ««'"-<'d in the

l^•.friotisn. means/ s He ^;:';;i•K'''^*"
"'^ ''" ^''^^

Si-eatest Knipire the ho, 1 .«
'*,'•'''-•'''"" «"d of the

thousands have freelvLienfl.',
•''''''""

' '"""'''*••'

f.-om dishonour and iefe V „,
7,'' ''?' '", '"""'"• "

keep the glorious rerl ,s suif "" '

'f'"*"'
'"

and to inserihe on \t<
,1',''\""^id)i,.,l as w ,,1,1 . .

done."
''" '"'''" '''•'*'' •••'•"••<l« "f duty nohly

38



Construction of Union Jack
of George 111.
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CONSTRUCTION OF UNION JACK OF
GEORGE III*

I'liioii .lai'k -with eontrnl section of St. (Jeorgo's

Cross and ])order tnit out to show St. Andrew's and St.

Patrick's crosses ''quarterly per saltire counter-

changed/ 't that is, the red saltire with white border

placed below the diagonal dividing lines in the 1st and
3rd quarter and above them in the 2nd and 4t1i.

*See explanatory illustration next page.
rSee proclamation in "Union Jack of George III."

40
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Evolution of Canadian Union

Ensign
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EVOLUTION OF CANADIAN UNION ENSIGN
Origin of Ensigns

111 tlic ol(l«m dHvs, a fla^ in w

si.iallcr Haji- itcarin*-- an (Mnl)l(Mii. .

Iiicli was inserted a

fcst or coal-ot* arms.

was ca ||(mI an .'iisi^ni. I>nrin«r tin* ivi ^•ll ul' Cliai-lcs I

the Heel was divided iido S(|nadroiis, llie Admiral s

lieariiiir a red tlie Viee-AdmiraPs a blue and tlie Kear-

Admiral's a wliite fla^. In tliese Haj?s. m the upp.-r

(Uiarter next tlie staff, a small tla"; bearin- tlie cm .lem

r Kncrlnnd. llie Cross of St. (Jeortre, or St. (leor^re .la-.U,

was pTae.Ml hv Cromwell in l(i4!). Tlies.^ were (Mir lirsl
o

ensiyrns. n
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Commonwealth Ensign
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THE COMMONWEALTH ENSIGN, 1649

In 1649 Cromweirs Parliament created this ensign
to replace the King's Standard at the stern of men-of-
war. It had the St. George Jack in the first quarter and
the Irish Harp in the fly. Scotland was not represented,
tlie union with England being dissolved by the death of
(Uiarles I. Red being the colour of the Admirals of the
highest rank and the typical colour of England, the red
ensign was termed the paramount national ensign.

46
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-1660-

Ensign of Charles IL
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ENSIGN OF CHARLES II, 1660

After the Restoration of Charles II in 1660, the Irish

Harp was removed from the ensigns and the St. (i<'orjr<'

Jaek alone remained until replaced hy the I'nion 'lack

of Queen Anne. The 'Tnion Flaj^^e" of .lames I hav-

ing l)een used only in addition to the local national .lacks,

was not introduced into the ensigns. In 166.*i a procla-

mation issued hy Charles 1 1, confirming the position of

the red ensign at the stern, not only of the shi])s of the

Navy but of merchantmen (hy w^om it had heen

adopted), established this as the Na+i uial Ensign.



isli

ick

flV-

ks.

•la-

of

the

'en





el

-1707-

Ensign of Queen Anne
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ENSIGN OF QUEEN ANNE, 1707

The St ilcor^e .lack in the cusImiiis was rcplaciMUii

1707 l)v tiie riiion .lack of Queen Anne. Tlic Rvd

Ensign had been flown at the stern of both "»;'•>-•;« -^^'^j;

and merchantmen sinee the Westcn-ation ot ( harU^s 11

in 1660, and was otfieially authorized by Q.teen Anne

after the ehange had been made in it. liie I nion .lack

was to be ''used in all flags and ensigns l)oth at sea and

land."
r.4
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- 1801 -

Ensign of George III
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ENSIGN OF GEORGE III, 1801

WliHi our riiion Jack was created in IHOl it replaced

that of Queen Anne in the ensigns. In 1864. alter hav-

ing ))een used in various ways for over 200 years, dis-

tinctive duties were allotted to eacli ensign.



-1801 -

Red Ensign

ng



The Ked Eiisign-to be used by all Bntisb mer-

chantmen other than those permitted to fly the blue. I

is said bv one writer to have been authorized tor use on

land also, but there is no eonfirmation tor this m
Admiralty Regulations.

1„ the Red Ensign the ^^011 in the ^U>P^^i;;iUH»-tj'r

next the staff is to be "in length halt the length of the

aag. in width half the width of the flag.

60
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White Ensign
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THE WHITE ENSIGN, 1801

To 1)0 iisod only by sliips of tlic Royjil Xavy, or Vadit
('lul)S to wliicli sjx'cial license lias heeii «ri*niite(l. This
fla«,' differs from the KNmI and IJhie. havin<r in addition to
the I'nion -lack, a St. (;eor«i:e Cioss tliroiurh the whole

This cross is to ])e 2/151 lis ol the width of the tla»:
the Fiiioii to occupy the upper quarter next the staff,
as in the other ensijrns. hut leavinir the Cross ot* 8t.
George intact.

64

MMiBl



It

is

()

le

f •

t.

i



m



. 1801-

Blue Ensign

67



THE BLUE ENSIGN, 1801

To hv used by mcrclunitiiKMi coimnnndcd by oIlHccrs
of the Koyal Naval Kcsorv*' or those on the retired list

of the Royal Navy (under eertain rej^ulations), the Pub-
lie Serviee other than the Royal Navy, Colonial (Jovirn-
nient vessels and warships, and yaeht elubs to vvhieli
speeial lieense has l)een granted. In all of these flags,
exeept that used by the Royal Naval Reserve, a seal or
l)adse is inserted in the fly.

r>8
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In the Blue Ensign the Union in the upper quarter
next the staff is to be ''in length half the length of the
flag, and in width half the width of the flag."

\i
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Canadian Blue Ensign
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THE BLUE ENSIGN WITH THE ARMS OFCANADA IN THE FLY, 1868

,3,
^" ^^^•'^'* "^ shortly aftor, the privilege of using the

Hliie Lnsign, with the Anns of ('anada in the flv was
given to the fishery proteetion cruisers of (^anada and all
other vessels owned by the Government. The arms are
ot the tour original provinces only, Ontario, Quebec New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia.

,u
*J\}'^}^^''i^\^i'f^'rxee Act of 18(50 providod for the use ofthe Bh.o hnsi^n with tho badge of tho Colony in the llv, by certain

colonia vessels, but the arms of Cana.la were not' grante.l byKoyal Warrant until 1868. 70
n i uj,
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Canadian Union Ensign
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author as claimed this privilege for tlio plain red ensign,
is also uneonfirmed by Admiralty Regulations. "This
flag symbolizes and expresses Canadian constitutional

position, for the Union Jack in one (juarter indicates our
political origin and present affiliation, and declares in-

violate fidelity to King and Empire, while the Canadian
Arms in the fly gives recognition of independent national
life."



Regulations for the Making

of the Flag

19





CANADL\N UNION ENSIGN, 1892
The Red Ensign with the Arms of Canada in the Fly

111 18f)2, to (Ustiiijruisli ('Hiuulian from otlior Britisli

lucn'lumtiiKMi. tlu' LoimIs Coniniissioncrs of the Admiralty
isksuod a warrant permitting the Arms of Canada (the

tour original provinces only) to bo inserted in tlie fly

of the Red Ensign, thus forming the Canadian Union
Ensign. One writer claims that this restriction to its

}mng nsed only afloat has been inodifled, and its use on
land authorized, but this assertion, made by the same
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"That the utmost care sliould ho exercised in the
making of our flag is ])eyond all question. Jt is the
record of our history, the cinhlem of the British nation;
to display one incorrect in form is to do dishonor to it, to
our history and to our nationality. No i)atriot would
do this intentionally, and yet some may do it ignorantly.

"

The following regulations for the making of the flag
issued by the Admiralty should therefore be studied, and
care taken to see that it be correctly hoisted with the
broad white of St. Andrew uppermost next the staff.
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According to the received rules of strict heraldry, a

cross should be given one-third and a saltire one-fifth of

the width of the flag. Taking the Cross of St. (ieorge

and its two borders as one cross, and the Crosses of St.

Andrew and St. Patrick (these two having been each

allotted half the space of a saltire) and its border as one

saltire, the Admiralty regulations comply witli the rules

of heraldry.
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Sizes of crosses generally used, according to Admir-
alty Regulations:

—

One Combined Cross
Red Cross of St. G
Upper white border

'1 Lower white bordei
1

t'orjjc, l/o of width ...

, 1/-A of 3/15
r, l/;i of 3/15

.V15
1/15
1/15

One Combined Saltire
Broad white of St. .

Red of St. Patrick,

White border of St.

\ndrew, 1/2 of 3/15 ...

1/3 of 3/15=1/15 or

Patrick, 1/6 of 3/15=

'2/30'"

= 1/30...

5/15=

3/30

; \ 3/30

^1/3

k
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^roasiircnionts for making crosses of the riiion Jack.
wlictlicr scjuare or oblong, in wliich latter case the length
to li,' twice as great as the width :

—

Rod Cross of St. (icoigo 1/5 ol wl.lth of flag
White l)or<l(M-s, St. Gvovgo 1/,'i of re<l of St. Gtoi-jjo
Broad white of St. Andrew 1/2 of red of St. George
Red Cross of St. Patrick 1/3 of red of St. George
White Imrder to St. Patrick 1/(5 of red of St. George

«4
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