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v he memorial of the dmt'ér;c'z"gizé'd Ve réguoiis and A lgb;zyuz'iz ] ndians. residing in the

To HlS Exce]lency fhe R1ght Honorable the Earl of Duﬂ"erm K. P., K C. B., &c., &c
R ﬁﬁvemor General of the Domlmon of Canada m Coundl

Village of Oka. in the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, and others:
 citizens of the City of Montreal and elsewhere, in the Provincc of Quebec

. RESPECTFULLY REPRESENTS: .

‘ That for a.number of years past, difficultics ‘of a very painful and dangcrous nature have existed
at the said. Village of Oka, between the Indians: there located, and the Seminary of St bulpue of
Montreal, as.to the: respective rights, of the said Indmns angd bcmmar\, in the enjoyment of cu'tam
lands and forests in said Scigniory. -

That a large majonty of said Indlans haung mthdr'mn from the Church of }\omc a buxldm-r was -

- erected to serve themas a (,hapd and School-house, for the purposc of religious w ()rshlp and tdu(atwn

That this building was dt.sfl'())(,d by the said Semmarv on thc 7th of ])uc,m}nr 18,,, under
circunistances which will be hereinafter: menuon-.d and since that umc the said hdmns have been -
dcpnved of a suxmble buxldmb for religious w or:,lnp, or {or the education ofthur (hxldren. '

_That on or ahout. the 15th of Juné 1877, the Roman Catholic ( hlm h and p'lr-:onavc which h'xd )
existed at- Oka for a' great many years, were destroyed by fire and accusations of mcendnnsm have

. since been ‘made, respectmg dlﬂ'erent and .opposing classes and pamu;a _ R

That the said fire occurred while the “hole village: was'in a staté of great cxcxtunr.nt, over the’
arrest and’ convéyance to }"aﬂ under c1rx_umstances of éxcessive aggravation and cruelty of eight of -
these Protestant Indians, and the news that. nearly forty. others were to be arrested, and driven- from ,
their homes for acts which were done in the exercise of a legal right in the oplmon of the s:ud Indnns: .
‘and of the undersigned as will héreinafter be shewn. : - h

That these - arrests were” made by the employees of the Scmm:m aided by a body of the } o

Provincial Police ‘who had hecn brought to Oka with arms and ammunition as for a-bloody contlict;
seeing  which a large number of the Indians took up arms, and prepared’ nolentl) to resist the e\eru-
tion of these warrants which they believed to have issued in -abuse of the process of law. That
there consequently emst«,d for a number of da\s, two camps of '1rmcd men w ho ‘might at an) moment
have ‘come to collision.

That the facts abme disc losed in the opmxon of )our memormhsts m1ke 1t the duty of your
Excdlcncy s Government on whom devolves the care of these Indians, to adopt immediate and

* effective méasures to'settle finally, and in conformity with Jaw and. justice these troubles which from

their religious “aspect “threaten to spread among Her ’\Ia;gsty s sub)wts all over the I)omlmon, the

. -most dang,erous elements of discord and even bloodshed

’l hat in order to enable your E\cellenq s Gow ernment fully to understand thc facts bearing upon
these dlsputes, your M(.monahsts beg to state the rcq)ecme contentions of the Scmmary and the’
Indians.: = : _ : S .
. The Eccleslasncs of the Semm'n'), contend that’ thc) are absolute propnctors of the Selgmon of

the Lake of Two Mountains, and in a dccument wrmd by their legal representatives and produced
on the 24th of August 1876, in a suit now pending in the Superior Court, Montreal under the num-

' ber 1310, they base thur n{,hts upon the following averments : —

Que par brevét de conce:snon octroyé a Quebec, le 17. Octobrc 1717, par Philippe de ngaud
Marquis de Vaudreuil, ators (;ouverneur de la Nouvelle France et Michel Begon, Intendant de Justice
Police’ et I'mancea, en la dite Nouvelle France, en vertu du pouvoir a eux -conjointement donné p:fr
sa \Ia)este le Roi de France, les dits Gouverneur et Intendant ont donn€ et concédé aux dits 'Ecclé-

* .siastiques un terrain formant partie de la dite @exbneum des Deux Montagnes pour y transporter la o

Mission des Sauvages qui existait alors au Sault-au-Recollet et qui était désservi ie par-les dits Ecclésias
‘tiques, pour par ces derniers en jouir 3 perpetuité, quand méme la dlte Mission en serait otée, en pleine .

) propnetc 21 ntre de Flef et Selgneune, avec droit de-haute;. moyenne ct basse Justxce, droit de cbasse: )
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et de péche, tant.au dedans qu'au devant de la dite Mnssxon, surlé Lac ct Fleuve St Laurent 2 con-

 dition qu'ils.feraient 3 leur dépens toute la dcpense necessaire pour le changement de la la dite

Mission et d’y faire batir ayssi 2 leurs dépens, une Egh:.e, un fort de pierre pour la suret€ des Sauvy- -
" ges, suivant les plans qui en seraient incessamment remis par les dits Ecclesiastiques .aux dltS Gouver- |

‘neur et Intendant, pour étre par -eux \?us et approuvés, les dits batlmcnts devant étre fjpxsdans l’espace i

dedeuxans . : ) : . O
"

“ Que le dit brevet de concession a €té duemem enrtgtstré au Bureau du ch:stratefur Prow mcml e

- 2 Québec, dans le Régistre de I’ ntendance

“ Que par un autre brevet de concessnon, ‘en datc du 26 Septcmbre, 1733, le Marqms de
' Beauharnois, alors (xouvemeur de la Nouvelle France et Jules Hocquart, Intendant de Justice, Police
et Finances du méme pays ont .conccde aux dits I:cclcsxastxques, ‘au mime lztre que cl-dessus le restant
de la dxte Seigneurie, -lequel brevet de concession a été egalement enrcglste au d:t Bureau du Re -

gistratéur Provincial au Réglstre de I'Intendant.

“ Que les dites concessions ont été duement ratifiées par sa Majesté le Roi de ance, par ordon- L

nances portant respectwement les dates du 27 Aml 1718, et du Ter M:u's 1735.-
-%Que pour la premidre de ces ordonna.nccs, il fut nccordg, sept anm.es au lieu de deux aux
dxts Ecclesiastiques pour faire les construcnons susmennonnees " : : -

“ Que par Ia seconde des dites ordonnances le Roj de France | e‘:cmpt't les dits Ecc]esmsthues
de faire construlre un fort de pierre, comme €étant devenu inutile et déclara que les travaux exécutés

A cette époque par les dits Ecclesmsthues dans la dxte Sexgneune du Lac des Deux Montagnes étaxent -

sufﬁsa.nts.

‘année du Regne de Sa Majesté, la Reine Victoria, Chap, 30 et intitulée- “Ordonnance pour incorporeér

" les.Ecclésiastiques du Séminaire de St. Sulpice de Montréal; pour confirmer leurs titres . au Fiefet -
Seigneuries d\Lac des Deux Montagnes. et du Fief ct Seignieurie de St Sulplce, en cette Province .

. pour pourvéir 3 Textinction graduelle des redeVances et droits seigneuriaux ct pour autres fins,” les dits -
_ Ecclésiastiques ont été duement incorporés sous le-nom de “ Les. Ecclésiastiques du Séminaire. de St,
Sulpxce de’ Montréal,” et que leurs droits et titres 2 1a dite Seigneurie du Lac des Deux Manta-
_gnes et A tous et chacun du Domaine, &s-terres, réservee, bzmments, messuage, tenements et héntage
situés dam la dite. Seigneurie ont été conﬁrmes et ‘déclarés bons, valables et éfficaces en loi, aussj

plemement de 1a méme manitre et avec la méme: étendue -que les Lcclésnsthues du Séminaire de

St. Sulpice'du’ Faubourg St. Germain de Pans ou du Séminaire de St Sulpice de Montreal, conformé-
‘ment 2 sa constitution; avant le 18 Septemmbre 1759, un des deux Séminaires ou ¢hacun d’eux pouvaient
ou auraient pu le faire ou avaient droit de le faire, ou- pouvaient ou auraient pu- jouir, faire et dispose;
des dits droits. et titres ou d’aucune partle d’iceux avant la dite derniere époque.” ‘

e Que par la dite ordonnance, il fut de plus, ordonné que la communauté des Ecclésmstxques du
Sémmmre St. Sulpice de Montréal et leurs successeurs seraient et furent de fait, par icelle ordon-

‘nanee, investis de la dite Seigneurie du Lac des Deux Montagnes et de tous et chacun les domaines, -

terres, bitiments, messuages, tenements et héritages quelconques, pour les dits Sleurs Ecc]ésxasthues
du Séminaire de St. Sulpwe de Montréal et leurs successeurs, les avoir, posseder, faire et-en jouir

comme les vrais et ]égltuncs propnétaﬂes et possesseurs. d'iceux et toutes et cbaque part et pomon :

- d'iceux. pour l’ﬁmque usage et avantage des Ecclésiastiques'du dit Semmarre et leurs successeurs 2
perpétuité aux termes, clauses et condmons en 1celle ordonnance.” . :

" “ Que depuis'la dite- ord(mnance, auparavant et encore les dits Ecclesmsttques ont tOU]OUl‘S ]om'
et possédé comme propnet:nres des F ief et Seigneurie du Lac des Deux. Montagnes. v -

“Que depuls plus de cent ans les dits Defendeurs ont toujours joui, comme propnétalres du dit

Fief et Seigneurie du Lac des Deux Montagnes et qu’ils en ont toujours été reconnus comme les vrais

et légitimes proprlét:ures et qua ]’époque de lempcchement dont il sera parlé ci-aprés de la part des
dits Demandeurs; es-noms et qualités (to wit : Louis Kanensakenhntc, Joseph Onasakenrat and Jean

Osennakenrat three chiefs of the Iroquois Tribe of Indians, members' of the Lvangehcal Methodist. -

. Mission and Trustees for the said Mission of the Village of Oka)—ils possédaient le dit Fief et - Sei-
gneune du Lac des Deux Montagnes comme proprxétmrc.s /Immo Dommo depuls a.udelb. de cent ans

et partant depuis audelé. de trente ans.”.

“ Que par la loi qui pourvmt ar bolmon de la tenure Selgneunnle dans 1a " dite Selgneune du

Lac des Deux Montagnes, les terres non concédées dans la dlte Sexgneune sont devenues la propnété
“absolue des dxts Défendeurs en fram‘ alleu rotuner. . .

“ Qu'au nombre des terrams non. concédés par les dits: Eccléslastxques dans laSelgneurre du .

La,c des deux Montagnes et leur appartenant comme susdxt excluslvement et absolument se trouve

5 Que par un ordonmnce du Consell Spécnal du. c1—deva.nt Bas-C:mada, passe dans ]a troxsnéme »
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un, emplacement de trente six plcds de front sur quanme cmq plcds de profondx.ur, plus ou moins’
situé au village Iroquoxs, en la Mission du Lac des Deux Montagnes, dans la_dife Seigneurie, tenant

".devant 2 Ja rue qui condunt A P'ancicnne résidence du Capitaine Ducharme, ‘derritre A une autre Tue, -

du coté Ouest 3 une maison d'Ecole et du coté Est 'Y une maison A double l()y.mf.ht dont lun est
occupé par Jean Toussaint Tlgaxka ou représentant.” - S .

..

“Que depuis le. commencement & Aofit 1872 ou vers cette poque, les nommés Louis Kanensa- 4

kenhiate, alias Senathyon, J oseph Onasakenrat alias LeCygne ét Jean Oscnnakenaamt alias Tigessa,
se ‘sont xllegalement et sans aucun droit qu«.konquc- cmparé du-dit cnplacement et y ont (.onstrult ou.
fait construire la chapelle memnonnée_ en la déclaration en cette cause, 'aquglle serait ‘au culte protes-
. tant auquel quelques uns des Sauvages de la dltc \Ixsmon se sont J“lcs, ayant abjurc le catholicisme.”

“ Que les dits Ecclésw.stxques n'étaient aucunemcnt tenus par leurs titres 2 la la dite Selgneune
‘du. Lac 'des'Deux Montagnes, ni par la "loi, de poutvoir aux dlssldcnts dt, lEgllse ‘Catholique Ro-
.“maine, dans la dite Mission du Lac des Deux Montay unes, un local pour- l’cxercnse du cultc ‘d’une

Rehglon dlssndente que]conqtic et nommeément u.lu. des. \lcthodlata o o
- Y

L Que la seule Mrsslon du La.c des Deux Monh'rneq, reconnue par la ]on et mentionnéé d'ms les
titres des - dits Ecclésiastiques est. une Mission Catholique Romaine, laquelle a-toujours: été et est’
encore desservie par les dits Ecclésiastiques qui y ont une Eglise et des écoles pour lés besoins- de
toute la populanon, Icsque]s sont entretenues aux frais et dépens dz.s dlts hcclesxast:qnes. - .

“ Que voyant les empwt«.mcnts des-dits’ Louxs I\anmsakenhmtc., Joseph Onasakenrat et Jean -
Osennakenrat, les dits Ecclésiastiqués auraient le ou vers le 22 Mai 187 5, intenté une action en reven-

dicatiorn: du dit empLu.me,nt sus désigné endernierlicu contre cux,(to wit' agamst Louis Kanensakenhiate

"~ and others) laquelle action a été rapportde dcvant la Cour - bupuuun. pour le Bas-Lanada, dans le-

Village de Ste. Scholastique, dans le l)lstmt de '.lerrebonne, ¢ 21 Juin 187 5

e Quc par }ugcment rendu en la dite < cause, par la dite Cour Supérieure, le 16 ()Ctobre 187;,, les
’dﬁs Louis Kanensakenhiate, Joseph Onasakenrat et Jean Osgnn.d\cnr‘xt ont été condamnés A déguer- -
plr le dit terrain et cmphccmmt :usdcwmé en dermier Jieu et 3 enlaisser la’ possession aux dits:
Ecclealaatxques sous quinze. jours de la signification qul leur scrait faite du dit jugement, si ‘mieux
n’aimaient les dits Louis I\amnsakcnhlate, Joseph Onasakenrat et Jean Oscnnakenmt pa)cr aux- dits-
Ecclesmsthues la somme de $3500, le tout avec dcpens . .

L Que le dit )uf,ement a eté duament slgmﬁg aux dits Louis k'm(.nmkt,l)‘u'ltc, Joseph Onasakenrat
et Je¢ Osennakenrat : o

u Que les dits Touis I\anensake.nhmte,jowph Onasakenmt ct Jean Oscnml\cm’at ne setant pas
conformés au dit jugement, un bref de possession aurait été émané de la dite Cour Supérieure, le six-
Decembre 1875, enjoignant au Shérif du-dit District de Terrebonne d° C\pulsu les. dits. I.ouis Kanen-
sakenhiate, Joseph Onasakenrat et Jean Osennakenrat_sans.aucun ddlai et suivant le cours de la loi:
. des premisses ci-dessus decrlteb en_dernier licu et de placer les meubles et effets qui pourr"uent se
trouver en 1celles sur le carreau et de mettre les dits Ecc lesxaanuas en poswwons d’xcdlcs prcmlses

“Quele 7 Decembre 1875, le dit Shérif aurait exécuté le dit Bref de_ powessxon, P'un des Défen- .

deurs nommés au dit Bref de possession lui ayant remls la clef de la bitisse ou chapdle qui se
 trouvait suf le dit terrain ou cmplaccment il I'autait vidée, nur"ut mis tous les meubles et effets qu'élle
_cuntenait sur le carreau et aurait mis les dits Ecc Iumstxqucs én ])o~susxon du dit t'.rnm et emplace-
.ment dont ils ont joui depuis, p'uslblement ct sans troub]e
"¢ Que les dits I:cclcsmsthues ont ainsi ¢t remis en l)OSSLSSI()n d'une proprlgtc dont 1ls avaient
érd illégalement et mjustcmuﬂ dgpom]lcs, sous lautome de la Justice ¢t qu ils n'ont commis. aucune

wou, de falt. C . .

"‘ Que les ‘dits Louis I\'mensakenhlatc' Jo%ph Ona.sakenrat et Jean Ost.nnakcnnt n'ayant pas.

*reclamé la batisse qui ¢tait sur le terrain en question ni les matériaux dicelie, les dits Ecclesiastiques

: 1ls ne leur seraient pas nuisibles.” _ , »
Que I'action des demandzurs (to wit : Louis »«,Kancnéakcnhiate and Otht;l'S) est, pdur loutg:é les.

¢uaient en droit de faire démolir 1'1 dlte batxs»e. et d'en faire transporter les matériaux dans un lieu ol

r:usons susdltes ma.l fondde et vexatoire.”

Que cette action n a'éré’ inspirée que dans un but de persecutwn contre. h.s dits Ecclcs:asthues ‘

et pour exciter contre eux la jalousie-et la hmne dcs tnbus mdxenms qui cemposent ia dite \Inssmn
du Lac des Deux Montagnes.” - - :

" "The document just recnted in extenso thgn asks for the dxsmxssal of the acnon brought :tgamst
them by the three Chxefs above mentnoned. ’ :
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The Plamtlﬁ"s declaratlon sets forth in part the Indlans prctentnons as follous f -
" “That the saxd Ecclesxasncs are the grantees from the crown of the. SQmory of the- Lake of
Two Mountains, which was granted to them for the benefit of the Indian Mission formcrly located

at bault-au-Récollet; in thé Island of Montreal, and that one and the ]grlngg:_tl condition of that .

1_ _grant, both in the original concession of the 17th of October 1717, confirmed on the 27th Apfil 1718,
by’ the King of . France, a.nd in_the conﬁrm:mo‘h"of the same -by the Crown of Great Britain and.
Ireland, was the maintenance of the thission of the Lake of Two Mountains for the moral and religious

instruction of the Algonqmn and lroquois lndnans, as .appears by the charter of mcorporatron of the .
said l:,cc}esxa.sttcs, contame? in the Consohdated Statutes of Lower Canada, chapter forty two.” ’

 That the said Plaintiffs (to wit: the three Indra.n Chiefs already mentloned) are -part and mem- -

"bers of the said rndla.n tribes of the Lake of Two- Mountams, and as such are entitled with their co-mem.

bers of the’ said ‘tribes, whom they represent: for the purposes heremat'ter set forth, to all the benefits

« secured to-them both under the grants and charter above mentroned and under the public’ l;m ‘of the.

Bmptre oo . )
T That freedom of worshlp being. a pnma.ry and xmprescnptlble right of all Her Majestys '

; subjects in evefﬁ)art of the Do\m‘imon of Canada, the said: Fcclesiastics are bound by the conditions of

thesaid grantand charter,to provr/dgge Indians of the Lake of Two Motntains and amongst them the -
suid Chiefs and’ their co-rehglorusts with the means of morat and religious . instruction in accordanCc

‘with their views of what is moral and rehglous mstrucnon, ‘whatever be the Partrcular form of Christian

worshtp the -said Indians choose . to adopt or follow, and that ‘the priricipal means ot' provid-

: mg such moral and religious mstructlon are, the maintenance of pubhc schools and places of uorshlp

in accord with the denommat:onal tenets of the said -Indians; and that the said. -grants amply

“supply. the said, Ecclesxastlcs with the means of prowdmg for the moral and rellg\ous retlurrements of
: the said. Indrans L S . o .

) “That in the course of time the sald three Chret’s (Plamnﬁ's) and a consnderable number of the -
said Indians, sought moral and religious instruction at the hands of the Methodist Church of Canada,

" formerly the Wesleyan Methodist Church of- Canada, a rehgrous orgamzatron fully rectwnued by the
- State, and became members of the said Church . o ,

L That as members of the Methodlst Church the said three ‘Chiefs and their co-rehgromsts a.re
entitled to claxm from- the said. Ecclesxastlcs, the mamtenance of Schools and of a place of worship.

«That the said three Chiefs as Trustees for thexr said co—rehglomsts, and for the said Mission, on
the 16th of August 1872, by ‘Deed of sale from Dame’ _Catherine Kanakweiasta, executed at St

' Andrews, ‘before  De Laronde, Notary, . “and duly regtstered in the Registry Office of the County '

of Two \ Moiintains, ° acquired a lot of land situated in the Iroquors pomon of the vrllage of *
Oka,in the said Sergmory of the Lake of Two Mountains, containing 84 feet French measure in mdth
by 60 feet in depth, bounded on the west by the Street leadmg to the old residence of the Captain of
the Indian Department, on the south by another Street, on the north by the house of the said Jean
Osennakenrat, and drd, subsequent to said purchase as aforesaid, in their said quahtles, at their own -
_expense, and that of their co—rehglomsts and of other friends of said Mission from monies entrusted to .
.them for said purpose, build a School-house and chapel wherein to obtain for themselves and therr'
famlhes and. ‘children, moral and rehgxous instruction, and to ‘worship. God accordmg to the dictates
of their conscience, although they had. a right to _have, called upon the said Fcclesiastics ta have fur:
nished them theremmcmme terms 1mposed upon the said Ecclesmstlcs and the |
obhgatlons assumed by them under the said grants ' ] }

« That while the _said three Chiefs and co-rehglomsts were in the peace of God and of Her -
“Majesty, and in. the full and legal possession of the said school and place of worship, the building
where they were wont to receive moral and religious instruction,was illegally and maliciously. demohshed
and-destroyed by the said Ecclesiastics, and the matenal% thereof illegally removed and appropriated
by them, through their representatnes and agents, on the 7th day of December 1875, ang that ‘ever

 since the said three Chiefs: and their co-religionists have been deprived of the most effectual means of

mora) and relxglous mstructron, and of worshipping God according to the dtctates of thelr conscrence
“ That the hulldmg so destroyed cost $3000 and could- not_be rebmlt for ]ess

“ That the said Eccleslastlcs are bound not- only to rebtnld the said chapel and school- house at '
their ‘own expense, but  have caused damages to the extent of $20,000 which the said Chiefs os-gua- -
it have suffered from being deprived of a School- house and place of worship ever since the .said -
destructron, and by the lllegal acts of the said Eoclestasttcs and thelr servants and employees in tha.t ‘

- behalf. .




! THE OKA MEMORIAL,

| The translation of the second Prench quota-

z tion in the Uka memorial was omitsed in our

| supplement to-day. 1t is sa follows :—* Upon

i the petition presemted to hs by Memsicurs ihe

! eccleuimicsnfthe Seininary of St Sulpice, es-
tablished at Mongreal, by which they abiw us

that it weald be to the acivantags of the Ialian &

Minsion at the Saalt su Recoilet, in the Island
of Montreal, of which they are jo charve to be
without delay traneferred fgom ihe mlald, and
extablished upon }ands at {¥@ n-rth-west shore
of the Luke ot the Two Mdtuntairs, which ipis-
sion would be advantageous.mot oaly because of
the cor version of the Indisns; ‘Who being furier
fror: the city would also be beyoad the dauger
of eceming drupkards, but also to *he coloay,
whicly, iu this way, would bw protected from the
inonruons of the Iroquois in time. of war;

piaving og te Resut’ ‘them for the sail
ST

nission a piece of land three
front, commenciog =% the brovk
which falls into the lacge bay of the Lake of
Two Mountalus, sfia sresliny thdbcs up the
of the said lake e River St. Low-
epth of leagues, with title

shore

zuu,withad

Wief, &c., &o., to the offers which they make
.30y’ ol

the ezpenses of the removal of this
'WQW'ﬁﬂw.m &e.,
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W hcr«.u,u, .lu said Um.fs, tw/ml/l/( pr'u that 1|1c sard }'(( Jesiasties: he amdcnmcd to rebuild Iht.

said, Sehook-house and chapet so as aforesaid destroyed by tbun, and in the event. of -their ot (](»mw
S0 \mhm adelay to-die fined by this Court, that the said C hicefs, v gualité bhe al]m\'ul to do so av the

-oeapetise of Zaid Eed lesiastics, nnd that the Tatter be further condemned to [n) to the ~ml l’Immnus

~Defore being served upon the Um:ls,h) giving each of them an adthentic copy thereof. . 3rd.

gt dité the s aid sum of - $z0. 600 With interest and costs.”

In this e hrmun I’luntlﬂq)urpmd) omitted to mummnsthg ]ud;.:mcm relied upon ln the Seni-

iy for justty m' the demolition of the (h.)pd.md school-house, .1\\.uun N thL assertion of it by xhu'

‘%emm ary, to Show its nllcv_:aht) and nuth) SRR

‘The Chidts ionten'l st That the ]udx.,mcnt iy quutu)n was ol»t'unul -eX partc and by fraud, the

\ennmn S counsel not In\nu_ mmhd their conneel 10 pleadaas had been .l"rull ugion, and not having -

That evenif the judgment were good,-jt could not be executed
That the

~notificd him of theu’procwdmg 2nd,

: judglm,m relied ipon was ahtogether sitent ag to the. thapc 1, and did not authorize its demolition or

. rcsnrt;.d to A new xmthnd of harassing the Indians at Oka, and depriving them of their p

" fees to the Indums

threaténed arrests, and by the ap «carance at Oka of a posee of. armed Provincial Police..
" rising of the whole population, the ‘Catholic parsonage and church were: (nn~umcd by ﬁre

order.its removal.  Proceedings were adopted by the Chiefs l»:fnrc -the Superior. Court sitting at Sie,.

Scholastiqu, to have the |ud<vmmt declared null as. having been obmmul by fraud, “and the Seminary |-

haying demurred to the., proc L(.‘.(r{l" the demurrer was “dismissed, lmplnn;., thereby’ *that )fthc facts
alleged ag:umt the )ud«munt are pruwd thp Jud'rmcnt must be set asldc : : :

“In the action of the C hxds, bgf()rc the Court sitting at ‘\10ntrcal the ]udum nt (nuld not le’

attacke b but the servicd of an authcmu €opy upon the C hlc& was dcnletl, and thc fllsm of : tbe.‘;_

b:uhff"s service aﬁ1rmed ; , : R . T el
Seminary,
sessions by

These  several ~urts were. pendmg at Su,. S(ho]amque and \Inntrml “hen the

acts of violence. ‘The Indians ev ér emce their estabhshmcm at Oka, had been in possession of an

~enclosed common- field of pasture, where their own horses and cattle had’ ‘been ace ustomed .to graze,
and where the cattle of the Seminary and of J(IJ()Inln r farmers wore peceiv cd on’ payment of pasturage

The Qcmm'xryrcu.mlv removed a portion of the fence surroundmﬂ this ComMmon:
_The

‘thereby annr.\mxr a portxon of the common to an adjoining farm occupied by the Seminary,

Indians looked upon this as‘the beginning of a sistem of spoliation, which would graauall\ depme ’
.. “them of -an incontestable and centenary right, and they removcd the fence tothe "old line.
" constitutes the first act of trespass for which 46 of them were put under warrants of arrest.
portions of this fence reqmred renewal, and it’ was repaired - with adjacent poles as had been: the:
- recognized practice and.custom for more than a. hundred vears.

This
(’crmin )

This constitutes the second act of
trespass for which nearly half of the whole male popu]atron was to be sent to jail to await a trial which

might be’ delaved mdeﬁmte V- T his is “hat gave rise to o the last turmml created b‘ the actual and
I)vrmg the

so far shows the hand of .an incendiary ; but whether accidental or not. it appears to be satisfaetorily
.made out, that no-attempt was. m'lde on the part of any one to stay the progress of the, fre

“That. your Memorialists fu.l Jumﬁcd in aesertmg, from the facts” abo‘.e smmd —

. That so far the only ﬁct or document which supports the posmon assumed bs the Seminary-.
is in the ex parte ‘judzment obtained at 'St Scholasuquc without any trial of the merits, and which the

_Indlans allege was olmmwl by fraud, zmd that there is a fair prospect of having it so declared.-

2. That the titles under which the @emmnrv c]mm an ahsolute owncrshxp of the belgmor\ of
Two Mountains, so far from csmbhshmd -their. clmm actual]v destroy it. And on tlus head the . \Te-
morialists Tepresent: : : , ,

That the ‘mmzmn m\oke as thur title thf, concecston deeds of l7th October 1717 and z6th
Seplemher 1733 lm. first of thecc Deeds expresses in the follovung terms the motive and object - of
the conceesmn, to wit.’ - :

¢ Sur la Requutc A nous pre@ente« par ) \Iessneurs les FCC]LS!'ISU(}UL§ du Semm'ure Ce St. Sulpice .
établis & Montréal, par lajuclle ils nous exposent qu'il &ert de l'avantage de la Mission des Sauvages

_du Sault au Récollet, dms I'llc de Montféal, dant ils sont chargés fust incessamment transféré au-

"dessus de I'Isle, et csnbhe sur les terres. du co»te du Nord- Ouest du Lac dés Deux Monmgnes

laquelle Mission scroit. ‘avantageuse non seulement pour la conversion. des. Saivages,
trouvans plus €loignds dn h ville seroientaussi hors des occasions de tomber dans lhyw resse, mais aussi
4 la colonié; qui, par ce moyen, se trouveront A comen .des incursions des Iroquoxs en temps de
guerre ; Nous supphant de leur accorder pour la dite Mission, un terrain de trois lieues et demye “de
front 3 commencer au ruisseau qui tombe dans la grande Baye du Lac des Deux Montagnes et en

- remontant le lonz du dit Lac et du Fleuve St. Laurent sur trois lieues de profondeur 3 titre de F:ef .

Nothirg *

lesquels se |
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’ \\uhout \m«te,

" Concession deeds, as weltas at the present time, the - Indians were constituted and are still gréads Jde |

: 4 ‘towards the Caughnaiaga Indians and ‘other tribes, and.are bound fo deal with- their wards as the

& &, aux Om't.‘s qu’ nls font de i.urc toute la d(.pensg du ch:mgv..mnt dc u.tu, \lw«lon &e., \\( i
‘///n/ ayant u,'am' nous \\( donnons et cumcdom o : :

As rcmrds the second Deed, the same prmml»lt. does not exist, but the J lea of thg 13 ulcxm\m $
cited supphMK) by stating th.tt it l(mk plau au mime e gite ci- 1/( WSU3, Meaning
. N \ .

g e e TS

wlro\
oy xdcml) fot the same. object. :
\ our ‘Meniorialists dn not 1 now undertake to define whata ﬂ//mnw me‘ml m the d.m.s ()fthc\g con-
(g«sxons ; but the facts made- patent by these deeds are: At the time thc first deed was pray ed for.
the Seminary \uml)urdnm.d with the Indian ‘\Ilssxon then located at Sault -au-Recollet on their 'wwmon.
of the Island ‘of Montrcnl “The Concession ‘wis net asked-nor granted for the b m-m 01 thc Ser mman b R
Tut for that of the Indians c\(hmul\ s long as they would remrain there, lhg ‘Ceud mnmms akind TR
_uf engail in favor of the Scminary, in (.]\L the Indian tribes should wither, mwmu therefrom or become i
According to the Taws of the I’m\nu ¢ of ()ud»u} at.the date .of the N

extinct from any cause.
" substitution, mth all ‘the nuhts_mm( hed to that qu.x]m “The Scmipary, as: af/u/u d /(1 Jl//’)llllllluﬂ R
n.l\t. no nuht “hamur, except that of sllpu’\l»lon tou prcunt waste. .0 C : o O

4. If a parallel be sought, the Seminary holds the same -position as the ])r:mumon(.mcrnmcnt

(.ou_rnment are dcalmg with thetrs, that i i%, to turm thg whole i mcomc and pmductmns of [h(‘ Seigniory . . . A
to. the benefit’ of the Indians, mdudmg the mines or quarncs 4f any cxist, the pmducc of the for S LR
€ income d:;.\ ed from: pasture, lhu constituted rgmk nf"lll conceded lands, rv.]ut\gm. ’
“ing the ' Seic monal cens ef rentes,, and ‘the mdemnm p'nd h) the (:ournmmt for ‘the abolition of thc

md.» ét mnfts '_ S . - . o : '. s
zrd The reasons given- ln the bcmmary 10 olntam thc gmntm hoth moml 'md <tr’1teg|mL ’
The Indians would be remaved from™.a focu% of ‘temptation to .drunkenness. § 2. The colony- -~ ~ .
\\ould be protected against Iroquois m\'m(ms, ‘the Indims of the Mission. ]mmv’ th(-r( w burdened - o _
. with’ the first brum of Incursions. “The last object the Seminary - ]nd assumed the obligation of o
hulldmo stone fortifications, which never were erected, and hv the confirmation of their second title-in o R
1733, they were relieved from that upen\ne duty, because the circ umstances had so much changed 4
" that it had hecome unnecessary. At the date of the first concosmn however, in 1,16 the Indians of{ 7 S e (/
Two Mountains-were relied upon as the vanguard -in the protection of the colony, and thev placed | 77T T
-théir lives and the safety of their familics .at stake as the price of the concession, the Seminary paying
the cost ‘of remmal :md the. Y)mldmﬂ of a ‘church and fomﬁcanons for their prospu,tl\c ‘benefits from/

‘the grant. . - - : : : L : ‘ - . SRR

“The bu‘mnary as “cll ns thc JLbUI[S, l\o,wﬂetq and oth«.r Reh«rmuc Orders hq\mg cstththcnts e .
in La Nowzvelle France, had come here with the professed purpose of evangelizing the aboriginal tribes Ly
and not for ’ comiercial or industrial._pur poxgs,. All the grants nndcmm’rz%ammrt R
were LmTfOT the object of evanjelization, and to’enablethem to foster christian civilization,
.Is regards the lmfzam and not for the benefit of the eml'rr:mts from France. : .

'lhe first grant from tIu King of France, of Apnl 27th 1718, to the. \emmary is expressly made.

 to, transfer there the Mission of the said Indians from Sault-au-Recoliet” ;. while the second grant L B e
of: March 1st 1735, was asked for by the Gemmary and gr-mted by the King, on account of the cost of e

rémoval, and because the Indians of thie Mission of the Lake of Two Mountains being accustomed ‘ R
‘to often’ change their -placé of residence, and so as to render the said grant more serwce'tblc,, it o '
- would therefore be necessary to extend the said grant further than the three le'lgues &c.”

"The Seminary cannot derogate from thc spmt and letter of these grants without show ing a
" mutual and rec1proc'ﬂ deviation between themsdveq and the Crown, whether of France or of Great Y V L
Britain. -In fact they do invoke such a deviation. They contend that by the ordinance of the Specia i
Council and by the Act abolishing the Seignorial Tenure, they have been acknowledged as absolute _)
propnetors of the soil, with all the nghts dem ed from absolute ownership. - :

Your \{emonalxsts respecttull) contend Ist. . that the ordinance ‘of the \pecxal Louncxl merely e
confirmed the grant of the King of France, with the same obligations. 2znd, That the Act abohshmg

the Seignorial Tenure put the Scigniory.of Two. Mountains under thé¢ common law, as'it did the-
Seigniory . of ‘Sault St. Louis, (Cautrhnawaga) the abol}tlon being . for the Indians respectlvelv, who- .

" should receive the coﬁstltuled rent in lieu of the cens ef rentes, and the indemnity for the abolition Qf o
lods et ventes, or the interest of the capital ‘set apart for such mdemmtv .As regards the ordinance o
in; quesuon, (3 and 4 Vict. cap. 30, now cap, 42 of the Con. Statutes L. C). it does not derorvate in
“any way from the original grant, but provides that the Seminary of Montreal, shall hold and possess
the land in, the same ma.nner, :xnd to the same extent as the hemmary of Pans before the ‘conquest, 0"—"’
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. and places among the charges of . the Semin, iy, the \[lsslon of th., Lake of "Fwo Mountains for the
_instruction and spiritaal care of the '\lmmqum and Iroquons Indians. . The r,rghts of the Indians are
also preserved by the r6th Section, which prt)\ld(.b that nothmg in- the ‘ordinance shall extend to
destroy, diminish, or in any manner affect, the nuhts and privileges of the Crown, 0WQW/ or
persons, except only such as the s'ud ordinance expressly” and’ epecml]y destroy diminish or afféct.
_Even ifit did deviate fromthe original grant,.it would ~be subject to the 1213th article of the Civil
. Codé which says, that: .+ Aets of” recognitions. do not ‘make proof of the primordial title, unless the -
" substance of the latter ‘is specially set forth ‘in the recognition. - Whatever the recognition contains
“over and above the primordial title,.or different from- it, does not make proof zfgaimt it.”

~That it was never intended to gue thz_ Seminary a titlé to this Seigniory, free from thelr ol)hgatron
to keep up the Mission (which implies the residenceof- the Indlam on the Sengmorv and what.is
known in this' Province as thie right of use and habitation), may be seen from the fact- that “the’
+ Ordinancé (2 Vict. Chap. 50), which’ <fought tomhe ¢emmary absolute owners, and Omltted the
-clauses. in favor of the Indians, never. rerelved the Royal :ment, or was confirmed by the Impenal

‘ Parlmment and never l)ecame law ] _ . o s

_ . And'if the Semmary invoke the. long il usage wln(h the Indrans have cnhmlttcd to, they are met .
. by Act 2,208, of the Civil Code, which qaw “ No one can prescribe ag mst lns tltle, in’ this sense
that no one can change the nature of hm .OWN possession, except by lntroumon : S D

The Semmary ‘having at all times mmked the grants of 1717, and 1733 (conﬁrmed in17:8 :md

‘ 1735) they are anot\ Stinding dny relaxation, therefrom imposed upon a tnhe
“of Indlans, rendered helple.ss through 1gnor'mce and pdycrtv . S

v . C e o o

TN
el

beditigietd
' Y )

Therr lgnorzmce in'the art of readmg and ‘writing,. or in aqnculture, or other mdustrnl pursurts,v S
_cannot be made a pretext for depnvmg them of their rights. : ' S

o Your \‘[emormhats will not charge ' the Semlmrv with the crime’ of h'lvms,r Lept fhem purpmelv
in their comparative state of ignorance. They only point to the unsatisfactory condition of things at
Oka, as a contrast to what exists elsewhere wherever an Indian tribe is located, in order to show that -

the evil is focal, from whatev er camse, and that nnmedlate and eﬂ'ectrve measures, should be rcsorted
to, to remedy such a state of things. - :

With' reference to the- claims of. the Oka Indians toa phce of worshlp, and schools for the educatlon

of their f'lmtlles 1rre<pectwe of the creed or religious teneéts they may adhere to, your Memorialists’ :
represent that the Seminary having assumed the functions of the Crown, as regards these Indians, ° '; o (i

they are bound to deal” with them 35 the Crown | is doing with other tnbes. ip different parts of the . - E
DMT{U Majesty would not assuredly measure their care and solicitude
for the welfare of the Indians, by the religious hias of the latter ; and the Seminary have. no right_
" to mete out life anid death- to the Oka Indians, accordmg to thelr submnssweness to a creed they can.
not conscxentlousl) adopt. : o

. That'it has been huherto xmpossxble to obtam a decmon from our Courts, upon such of the
foregomg questions as mxght be therein " dlseussed inasmuch “as the Semmarv have only brought a

o single suit before: the Courts in which the questions could be taken up, and having obtained an ex- '
- parte judgment by means above pointed out, they are strenuously resisting all efforts to obtain a ]udraal

d#w upon the merits, and refuse to bring any action which might serve as. 2 test case ; butinstead . = - o

~ thereof continually harass and annoy the Indians by vexatious al@ww&ba"
though they have never yet obtained a verdict against an Indian on. any of these charges .

.. Your \Iemorla]mﬁ&mmFWme e the 1 poor Oka Indlans, deprived 6fall the means _
~secured to them by the grants aboye mentioned, to fight out the reyendlcatlon of their nghts against '
a wealthy" Corporation as the Seminary, would be a cruel and inhuman view of the duties of the Go-
'vernment and would enlist in support of the Indlans most dangerous elements of sympathy

- Wherefore your Memonallsts humbly and urgently pray that your Exellency’s Government do
adopt such measures as. will reinstate the Oka Indians in the management of their affairs under a .Go-
‘,yemment officer to to prevent waste, as in other Indian se‘Temeﬂts at least pena' ing The legal proceea'"‘
ings now before the Courts and that the Indians’ cases before the Courts be takén up at the expense of .
thetCrowrr under such counsel as may be approved of by the Indxa.ns themselves, now eng1,,ed in these
suits.: - . : : R

And your Memonahsts, as m duty bound mll ever pray R 4 o o -




