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REPORT.

At the conclusion of the ninth year of the Socie
ty’s existence, the Council appointed at the last an
nual meeting, in compliance with the usual custom, 
beg leave to lay before the Society a brief recapitu
lation of the circumstances which have occurred 
during the last twelve months.

As the most important object of the Society’s 
care, the progress and state of the Cabinet 
may first be noticed, and here the Council have 
the satisfaction of staiing that valuable acces
sions have been made both by donation and by 
purchase. Among the latter may be enumerat
ed, as first in value, the specimen of the white gram
pus or delphinapterns, which was taken last sum
mer in the river near this city, the skin of which 
has been carefully prepared and exhibits a faithful 
outline of that rare aquatic animal. The Council 
have to regret that the confined space of the Socie
ty’s rooms has not allowed its being placed in them, 
and consequently prevented the completion of the 
preparation, so as to exhibit a lively representation 
of the animal when alive.

The Council have pleasure in noticing a number of 
valuable donations made to the museum. One of 
the most valuable is that of James Keith, Esq. of 
the Hon. Hudson’s Bay Company, consisting of a 
live porcupine and two large sea-gulls, a box of 
stuffed skins of fish from Labrador, and a pair of 
horns of the moose deer. A second valuable dona-
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lion was from Or. Charles Bolin, of Gaudaloupe, 
W. I. consisting of shells, corals, sponges, minerals, 
and various artificial curiosities collected in the re
gion in which he resides. Mr. Moss Moses, of this 
city, has presented two boxes containing a very 
large number of insects from China. Mr. Morrow, 
of Halifax presented a box of Nova Scotian and 
other minerals, with other objects. Finally, a large 
number of coins has been received by donation,con
sisting chiefly of those now current in various quar
ters of the globe, but among which are also some 
real antiques.

The library has also been augmented by some va
luable donations, among which, as first in value, 
may be mentioned Wilson’s and Bonaparte’s splen
did plates of the birds of America, with letter press, 
puhlistbed under the editorial ,cace of Professor Jame
son, of Edinburgh ; this work, the eost of which, 
together with charges, amounted to £32 10, was 
presented by W. Bingham, Esq. lately a resident in 
this city, huit now in Europe. Another valuable 
donation presented by W. Edition stone, Esq. of this 
city,is six thick imperial quarto volumes of Playfair’s 
British Family Antiquity,exhibitioga full description 
of the nobility and gentry of the United Kingdom. A 
third work of great interest and value, handsomely 
presented to die Society by Edward D. Bangs, Esq. 
of Boston, is the elaborate and excellent Report on 
the Geology of Massachusetts, from actual survey, 
composed by Professor Hitchcock, of Amherst Col
lege, Massachusetts. There have been added by 
purchase also several valuable works, especially a 
complete copy of the late Sir Edverard Home’s Lec
tures on Comparative Anatomy, and several vo
lumes of the edition now publishing (the 7th) of the 
Encyclopaedia Brittanica,of which ten volumes have 
been received.

During the last summer a very necessary work 
was completed, viz. a Catalogue Raisonnée of the 
mineralogical cabinet. It has been thought advisa
ble to divide the specimens into four classes. 1st, 
A general mineralogical one, for simple minerals 
from all other parts of the world besides Canada.
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2d, A particular class far the simple minerals hith
erto discovered in Canada. 3d, A general geologi
cal class, for the compound minerals or rocks of 
other countries. 4th, A particular class, for the 
geological or rock specimens, constitu ng the 
earth s crust, in Canada, v* iuui, no mot 
is by far the most extensive, and the Society pos
sesses a collection of minerals extremely valuable 
and extensive; the major part selected with 
by an eminent mineralogist of the United States, 
Professor C. A. Shepard, of Charlestown, S. C 
but a large number also, and of the finest des 
cription, from European and other foreign localities 
The number of specimens included in the cats 
logue of this department, 
ly weeded of all mere duplicates,
In the general Geological Catalogue, the number of 
specimens is 481, chiefly like the simple minerals 
selected by Professor Shepard, but among which 
are specimens also from the other quarters of the 
globe. The number of Canadian minerals, both 
simple and compound, is not eo large as could be 
wished—the former amounting, without duplicates, 
to 308 ; the latter, to 441. The recent discoveries of 
many interesting, and some entirely new minerals, 
in Canadian localities, afford the most pleasing an
ticipations as to the mineralogical riches of the coun
try, when it shall have been explored ; and it is to 
be hoped that the recent liberal appropriations made 
in several of the United States, for geological sur
veys, may stimulate the Canadian Legislatures to a 
similar dedication of a small part of their revenues, 
than which few things can be pointed out likely to 
produce more valuable consequences. The follow
ing new minerals, not known in any other part of 
the world, can be enumerated ae having been dis
covered in Canada, within a few years, viz.—By- 
townite, Huronite, retinalite, neurolite, baryto-sul- 
phate of strontia, and raphillite—for the know
ledge of which, as distinct species, we are indebt
ed to the acuteness and chemical skill of that 
able analiet, Dr. Thomson, Professor of Chemistry 
at Glasgow; and the following minerals, more
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6
or le* b rare, have likewise been found .--Magnc- 
site, amphodelite, weissite, doubly-refracting calc 
spar, anthophy lite, yellow tourmaline, idocrase 
tabular spar, sphene, apatite, &c. The knowledge 
of the success thus attending a very imperfect in
vestigation of a very small portion of this extensive 
country, should act as an incentive to increased ex
ertion, and should circumstances prevent the e.itrv 
on this field, of resident mineralogists, it is o be 
hoped that some competent individual from Europe
un1 leaned'tCd Slates may not long leave the field

$he Council cannot pass over a very gratifying 

improvement which has taken place, viz. an in
crease in the number of papers read at the monthly 
meetings, the effect of which is very visible in the 
increased attendance of the members. It is to be 
hoped that this impulse w;!i not cease, but that the 
same motive to attend the meetings may be afford- 
«d through the succeeding year. The Council would 
have been pleased to have been able to include in 
this Report a notice of a renewal of the Lectures 
given two winters ago, but unfortunately they have 
not been attempted, and the limited and inconve
nient condition of the Society’s rooms, will, till re
medied by removal, prove a barrier to them.

The prize questions announced last year, have 
been met by a return of no less than nine Essays, 
which, however, have not been considered of a cha
racter sufficiently high, to merit the distinction of 
the award of a medal. Several among them 
considered by the Judges appointed to decide upon 
them, of considerable merit, and in their Report a 
suggestion was made which the Society seemed 
favourably to entertain, of instituting minor prizes, 
to meet such cases as have this year occurred, 
whereby merit, though not sufficiently distinguish
ed to deserve t.h® medal, might be rewarded.

The Council, in this review, have now arrived at 
the great business of the year, viz. the plan for pro
curing a building adapted for the proper accommo
dation of its extensive and continually augmenting 
museum, and for other purposes connected with a
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the last session, set apart a considerable sum fbr

But however secure the Society may feel itself iir 
theory, in the practical application it has decidedly 
railed, and having no expectation of being able to 
bring over the House of Assembly to it» views, if 
can only submit, and hope that,, being thrown on1 
the generosity of its own city, it may still be able 
to lift up its head, and to effect an object which will1 
be a benefit, not only to the present, but, it is to be 
hoped, to many generation».

Having been obliged, therefore, to give up it» re
liance for assistance on the Legislature, the Society 
immediately determined to endeavour to procure 
the necessary means in another way. It has, there
fore, been resolved toput into circulation a subscrip
tion list. and not to decide upon the locality of the 
intended building till the amount collected shall have 
been obtained. Should the sum be barely sufficient 
to enable the Society to put up a building adequate 
to its purposes, it will probably He located af Pires- 
de-Ville, but should the amount raised be sufficient" 
to enable the Society tto purchase a lot of ground1 of 
sufficient dimensions within the city, such a sitUB- 

will be considered by much to be preferred.
1 he next, and a very important matter, i» the 

consideration of the finances^ Circumstances over 
which the Council had no control' have prevented’ 
the Finance Committee, appointed last year, from' 
reporting, so that no detailed statement can be given 
of the funds of the Society. They have, however, 
been informed by the Chairman of that Committee 
that a Report is nearly completed, and1 that it will 
exhibit a more favourable condition of the finance» 
than hau bean anticipated. The Society; it appears, 
has not run into debt, but a balance still remain» 
due to a former Treasurer; yet the annual income 
appears to have increased, and it is confidently 
stated that it may be estimated at from £120 to 
A15U. It must remain, of course, somewhat fluc
tuating and uncertain, as depending entirely on the 
annual payment of the members, whose numbers

lion



9

than *100-----------* been estimated at much*more
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ï-'SSrT*the civilized globe will* Ion <r°?f nam®i known over
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gratulate the Society on itîîllm mkJbey may

earnestly press ®"deavour8» and they would 
them chiefly will depend memhersf that upon 
the Societyf as tffi who h,vUrtadva”<*men t of 
and heat of the earlït!.» V* e borne the burden 
obliged, from imetotim! biZ^06 may be
car10 yie,d -h« •i-uy.r„7«f.Tr.,,<h».‘

All which is submitted,

‘

con-

By order,

A. F. Holmes, M. D. 
Chairman of Cmincil

May 18, 1836.
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