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The FARCE and- the COST
OF

Uberal Naval Policy
COMPARED WITH THE

Ppaetleal,Economical
and Effective

POUCY OF THE

Borden Governmewt

Sir:— Downing Street, 25tli October, 1912.

the ,e,„iren.en£ o'f tV^lLUCr:,''^^:^:^^'^ *°

on the ii?t"rucS'?f t, "uZ^X,"' "*" ^""-""^
Pbance with the requeT^of jT B^J?.? "S™' " "o-"-
presentation to the DomWon P.rli.™!^?/'"'. * "«» *<>

Dominion Mini,te™ deemTSef^i?^"" '^' "* *"'"'• ^i""

I have, etc.,

L. HABCOUBT.

•aqnliid iT^hlT^J"'^ "^ ••'• DomimoB luviiur

S^Sv. wTiS'.i'^^^.^Sr^t.^.id th.f olSSf
to uiwoiiv «fterViSSto.Sr2!!:.7* ?•"' "o ""Station

•Up. «r WT which «ri,„c <»n bK'S^l^'J??^



THE FARee AND THB COST
OF THE

LIBERAL NAVAL POLICY

In 1909 the Canadian Parliament passed a resolution in

favor of Canadian assistance towards the Naval tWfence of the

Empire. Let us see how the Liberal leaders gave effect to thr

resolution and how they havs handled this vital question both

in and out of office. As early as 1902 Australia undertook an

outlay of tl,2S0,000 on Imperial defence at sea. New Zealand

gave $2,00,000, while Natal and other smaller parts of the

Empire contributed their quota to the common defence of tin

British Flag the world over. At the Colonial Conference in

1902, Sir Wilfrid I.,aurier refused to take any action. Five years

later, in 1907, he again refused aid and even went so far a» tn

prevent the adoption by the Imperial Conference of that year

of a resolution favoring concerted action by the oversea Donii-

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT UNDER LAURIER REFUSED
TO ACCEPT SUGGESTION OF ADMIRALTY.

In 1909 the Liberal Government of Grer Britain notilieil

the Dominions that the supremacy of the Jritish navy was

threatened and a wave of Imperial feeling swept Canada and

iM other parts of the Empire. At the Defence Conferenrp in

London that year the British Admiralty declared that Great

Britain could take care of the Atlantic, if Canada, Austruli.'

and New Zealand would unite with her in the creation of an

Imperial fleet for the Pacific, consisting of four fleet units eni h

led by a battle-cruiser. Canada was asked to furnish one ul

these units, but the Liberal Government wrecked the plan liv

refusing to build a battle-cruiser and bj nsisting on the creation

of two useless fragmentary forces, one on the Atlantic and tin

other on the Pacific.

2



Austmiia in 1909 procef.lixl «,i.i, .i.

with the oomrtruction of ho D,.!!^:.^? '»'' »»« "I'-d
couver and Victoria a fel w^k, Z^'t^''^';

*"''«! Van-
ment delayed, and not till I-eb:L';X„ djit 'T,':'

"''™"'-
for a divided force, which »rn„M k .

' " '^''" fuftenden,
"ounfy if it had ever come iit^T-^" ^ *'"^'"«» '° "-
opened on May l.t, 1911 bT.hl .

"*' ^'"' '«"«'"» woit,

when .he Government i^deje^^^^^^^^^^^^
"-^ "' ""'""'"'-'

It «ti«Kl trom office leavingZ Niot*^ !i"
^P'""'''"' "l'-

" a result of an Ul^vi-edlunt t„
*''" "'"'»* '''yd<«k

Rainbow anchowd to a pier .^ pl" P'™'f' ""^ ">' "»"»"nf'l
the» two ob«,lete «hip, wTalf^r"""' '^'"' ~"*«"'' »'
"val policy into ridicuT^H .""*'"''""«"'« I-ib*'"!

Panyactedinacco" ^^ ™?*7Pt- ""d *"» Liben.1

Canadian D'»adnought »uld ha™^ ""If
°' ^"""'"'' "

to welcome the Nerz^Und battl^" "V*""
^""""^ ^oast

the Libemi Govenunent blocte^ aid ^T; ^J,"'^
""' '" "«'

for joint Imperial defence and c„„.hJ"u^"' ""' ""vement

Defeated at the polk and confronted bv ,h nGovernment's prompt proposal for .«^ ^ " Conservative
Liberal Opposition trieStT^ btd ; "'^'T

""^'^ "^f^-^^' 'ho
oommitting the party to the r,!.

/""""""^ opponent* bv
each coast, to bTwMy buitand" '!^ ""* """»• ""^ f-
sWiH. alone would Zw^LlTnTl*" ^'""«"'- The
they would have to be bu iVa'^^K V,^* ^"^'' '^ ""'^h
«ay the Opposition wo^dZgcT CW ''T'"*'-

'" "="
expenditure of »I40,000,000 "r^ th!„ uT,

'^'"^'^ '"'" ""
I'e locked up in huge landXte fr», m r*""'

°' *'>''"' """W
unless we were pTpa.^ ^ bo !n h"?."'"'*™'"'^ ''^^-^PWd''
every year, To^mrnte^efhips '"^"(L^'^f

'"-' --hips
'" --e taken from far more r.Z:^..!:Zt2::Z'Z
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impTScticftbrnty of thu tiuk u proved by the fact that both the
Liberal and the Coiuer»ative Governmenta have had to dnw
moot of the men for the permanent military corps and the Royal
Northwest Mounted Police from Great Britain, where under
Fi*e riude waged for ordinary work are low and unemoloy-
ment in nlway« widespread.

From first to last Liberal leaders have stipulated that only
under certain conditions should the Laurier navy ,( 7) sssist the
Mother Country and the rest of the Empire in time of war. If
Canada m not ready to stand by the Old Country in the day
of trouble, how can the British navy be expected to continue
defendmg Canada and protecting and safeguarding Canadian
commerce and shipping on the ocean and Canadian interests
on every continent, as it has done at great cost to the British
tax-payer for the past one hundred and fifty years? This
aspect of the Liberal policy would spell eventual separation from
the Empire and involve the ultimate creation of a Canadian
naval force strong enough to defend several thousand miles of
coast and our trade routes to every quarter of the globe againat
the mighty navies of any of the Great Powers.

THE LIBERAL POLICY WOULD PROVE RUINOUSLY
COSTLY TO THE CANADIAN PEOPLE.

By dispensing with the plan of Imperial naval co-operation
the Liberal policy would render necessary an ultimate outlav
of »iSOO,000,000 to 11,000,000,000 on self-sufficient local navif*
on both coasts. Esther this or recourse to the protection of the
United States with the eventual absorption in the Repubii.-
which that would inevitably involve. These are the alternatives
to which the Liberal naval policy undoubtedly leads. Anl
let any one who doubts that a separate Canadian navy would
cost from $800,000,000 upwards recall that AustraUa, by its

enlarged programme, at this moment stands committed to :i

naval expenditure of $425,000,000 in the next few years. Libe-
rals ask: "Why not follow Australia?" Are Canadians readv
for such extravagance or would they prefer the more economic d
and more effective Conservative policy?
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ntlmatad outlay of MS •STiLi „ * *'"" ""• « «">

the time lort by the l^niTM^'an't. ^VT^'"^ """o "'

b* made up andthe v.ill. -^'u**
'^'"™' Government wiU

when, accoriin^ ,„ therrid-r 1
""'^ '"' '""'" '" "«

^ needed to -imaln'^h^l'rMr'X^tr^^^
'''^ ^"!

foree, on »» adequate footing agTnrtThe1^.
Emp.re

8 naval

Mveral foreign rower. IlnHl!^ ^ l «™*^°« armament, of

ury and more l,a» beenTe .W „
', 1 '''^''' ""''^'' ""•

» «"»
•nd of eivili.ation al^ot'^r ToHd °„'"?'f"'.'''''"''''™'y
burden has too long been h^riT l ,5^''"'"^''» "hare of the

thi, rea«,n the OovemTentTo^i: ,
?"" '^'"*"*'>- ^"

fi«t line of defenr^h the f .
" t""*

^''""'''' '" »•»

every inatinct • f pMn^ L di '""l^'"
''"'"y "P*^"'' «»

breartoftheCanaS";^,;.''"""'*'^ "" ""' '"*--' "> »"•

MR. BORDEN'S TWO PLEDGES TO THE PEOPLE HAVEBEEN FAITHFULLY CARRIED OUT

oppJ^jtirn^pHgrd '^^TiF^f'"' '" ^''<'- <*' *"--

that If )»
''™«''" """'«" w> ha present course. He decl<-n>ri

might b. fo.^' ibieT'?*:" fn"::;'"*
"''"•'•^ -

«rith a deliberately fomni',!^;; * *° *''* ~""*^ ""ter

hi. programme^e has ne™"'"^^'^r'";.^'!'''-
^™-

are now striving to irive Vh. TT^' ? '"'' *"" tJovemment
the Admiralty Lfa "^^d "l

'^'^ ""'* ""'''"' "'"* '"' '"'''"

-m go to the e"untry w t. hi^
'r^: '"

T""''"'""^'
"«

overagaininPsrlip^Z. J
*'»^P«nnMent policy. Over and

politician thatfhe 8eet pro^l o/.h/r"™*
"' *'"' "'^™'

pohcy of ^onun>.,u>.^zt::'^'^z^:zTj':i:



.uowted or p«,pc«d 1,, „« (iovenunent and it h» „„ .uehdea >n mind^ The p«,p«.| to pl«e thm g«„t UtiLhip.fo the time beiijg «t the di«po«l „f the Admiralty i, i„t"^^only to meet «. Imperial emorgcncy „ ,„ the exi.to„co "f wh hthe L.l«r«l minatem of <i™«t Britain have .poken over Id
^.p., they wU »mai„ the property of toe Canadian pTple

«1„ w
''"'.'«'.'«•""'

''J- 'he Canvlian OovemmentTMn««on.ble nofce m ca« they rf,»ll be hereafter require,! for ?^"

byr^Ca?^?'"* "",'
""irl''

"'""'"•^ told'ppr^ved

.hin! r^ ^'" «<"»«™''«'on of three Briti.h battle-•hip. » now bomg accelerated and it i. hoped that ween tZthem over a. Canadian ve„ela long before th!^ complltir

THE CONSERVATIVE POLICY IS ONE OF
CO-OPERATION;

THE LIBERAL POLICY IS ONE OF SEPARATION.

The Liberal Party inai,t, on a separate and therefore nnk-

^In wT'?"'
'""'^'''" ""^^ ""' ""^ "f contract MrBorden w«hee to co-operate with and to .trengthen the uni .

1nav^ forcee of the Empire and to eeeure for cLda a voicedec,d.ng Imperial u»ue. affecting peace and war. To thTenhe ha. already arranged for a Canadian Miniater to .»nd pTr^of each year in London with a »eat on the ImperilTDln.

POMcseion of the Bntiah Minister of Foreign Affairs Thu«mui»ement lift. Canadian, to the nSitlon rf ^r..pon^bIe cltlxe^hlp ,„ the Brit,.'h S^pl^e. a d^ :new status deepens the obligation of Canada to aJsum^ a rllable share of the burden of our own and the Empi" sVefenc ZM Mr. Churchill has said, "The people of these Lands cam „be expec ed to go „„ bearing the whole burden of Imperial^defence." He added that the three ships proJect^lTy M



» temptation ,„ „„^ con^SmtrJ In "' *""'<' P""'" ""ly

*Ir. Bordi-H's policy of .„„
'"'"'' '"""> <'flrrttiv., ;.

jointiv With „,'. M:zrr:zi''zT) "i
•"""" -' '"
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS.

Other leaaete and pamphlets issued, copies of which may
be had on application to the Federal Press Agency, Boi 542
Ottawa, Can.

'

The Naval Aid BiU: Speech delivered in the House of Com-
mons, December 5, 1913, by the Prime Minister, Rt. Hon R
L, Borden,

The Haval Policy of the Borden Oovemment: Speech de-
livered m the House of Commons, December 18, 1913 by Hon
G. E. Foster, Minister of Trade and Commerce

As contrasted with the
The OoiuervaUve Haval PoUcy:

farcical and costly Liberal policy.

The AgriciUtnral InBtruction Bill; Speech delivered in
the House of Commons, January 24, 1913, by Hon. Martin Bur-
rell, Minister of Agriculture.

Oood Boadi for the Farmers : The proposals of the Borden
Government to improve the highways of the country.

Closure: Showing how the Liberals were the first advo-
cates of Closure.

Becord of the Borden OovemmeDt: What the present A.I
mmistration hc% accomplished during the past two years Speed,
of the Prime Minister, Rt. Hon. R. L. Borden, in Halifax, Sep-

Reciprocity: What Canada has gained by defeat of tli

Taft-Fielding pact.
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