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TELEPHONE SEYMOUR 232

JJ/H. MacGILL M.A.

:éARRISTER. SOLICITOR
NOTARY PUBLIC

Room 14
423 HAMILTON STREET
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end September, 1927,

3ir Arthur Currie,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Quebec,
Canadsa.

My dear General,

I am very sorry that my absence from town and
your very many engagements prevented ms from seeing you
during the few days you were in Vancouver. S0 much has
happened since we met oceasionally in the Mess 0f DeCeOoR.
here ,that I could hamdily expect you to have very fresh
memories of myself. I think poor Jack White was our Colonel
when you visited us occasionally, and a couple of operations
in the Jubilee in Viectoria put me on the shelf to such an
extent that I got out of touch with a greal deal of that sort
of thing, and often found it very difficult to keep an office
open even for a few hours a day,

However, on the strength of these old days I
wished to speak to you of a personal matter, My daughter has
Just married Everett Hughes, recently appointed to the staff
of your University. She is a B.C, girl, both by bgrth and
Graduation in Arts here, and took two years in Chicago Univer-
sity, expecting soon to take her Ph.D.

We have a few friends in Mont real but only a few,
and none of them of her generation; amd while I have no doubt
that Mr. Gordon Strathy, and the few that are left, would be
very kind to her, I thought I might venture to seek a little
attention from yourself on her behalf,

I regret very much that I have not had the
pleasure of a few minutes with you as you went through. There
are some meetings that one never forgets, ani amongst those was
8 Craft Dinner here sometime after the Armistice, when you told
a8 few hundred of us a little about the terrible struggle through
which you passed; and it is not with any desire of flattery,but
a very pleasant matter of fact,to be able to say that very often
since then soms of your hearers have referred to the evening and
to your most interesting and masterful remarks; and it will be a
long time before that little incident will be forgotten,

I trust you will parion my writing you in this
strain, but I think, with some assurance, that I have your
sympathy in my request.

Yours very truly,
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HacGill:-

1, too, am sorry that 1 did
not see you when I spent a few days in Vsncouver
last week. I complied with vour message and
telephones, but you had left the offics for the
day. I remember you very well in Pre~war days.
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ovanber 30, 1925.
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Cheimen, Hydro~Electric rowor Coammission,
190, University ivenue, Zoronto.
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Caution money 10e
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Board =ad lodging % 5254

807,

The item of [526e does not represent an eoxcessive
expenditure, nor does it include the incidemtal expenses which young
men gemerally incur in attending social functions, jolz;ln.g; private
undergraduste clubs, ote., which gomerally mount up S0 shout $100s or
«180¢

it the end of the first year thore is alwyys a swmer
gchool, at the end of tho second yeer there are summer schools in all
subjects emeepting electricel and mechanical ez;.c;;“e ering and at the end of
the third yoar there are sumor schools in all sudjects exsepting
electrieal, mechanical and chemical engineering. This i volves on
additional exponse of about 70.
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Dou

LL UNIVERSITY

aND Vice-CHANCELLOR

GLAS

March 20, 1939

My dear Principal McGreer,

It was s0 kind of you %o send me the

reprint of your Ienten Address delivered at The Cathedral

of St. Jolm the Divine. I bhave Jjust returred to the University

after a brief absence and hasten %0 send you an acknowledgement
and to tell you that I shall look forward t reading your
wmon.

‘With kindest wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Rev., Dr. A.H.McCreer,
Principal of Bishop®s University,
Iennoxville, Que.




A Lenten Address

Delivered on

Marcs 5TH, 1939

IN

Ghe (Pathedral of St. John the Divine
New York

87

BY

Ghe Reverend A. H. HcGreer

Principal of Bishop’s University, Lennoxville







“Our sufficiency is from God™

IT CorRINTHIANS 3-5

The Collect for to-day, the second Sunday in Lent, takes
us back to Pre-Reformation days and the Diocese of Salisbury
when petitions were offered in Latin. In harmony with the
thought of St. Paul, who said: "I will pray with the spirit
but I will pray with the understanding also,” the English
broke with the tradition of having services in Latin and
translated them into the language “understanded of the
people.” Hence we have the Collect for to-day translated
from the old Sarum Collect, and it begins “Almighty God
who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help
ourselves.”” Those words can have reality only on the lips
of those who really see God in the perfection of His holiness
and goodness, and who have meditated on His purpose and
His will for man. For most of us they probably have a touch

of unreality because our vision of God is frequently be-

clouded, and the time devoted to meditation on His purpose

and His will is so limited. For the person who accepts the

conventions of society as the norm for life, the words can




have little or no reality at all. The conventions of society
furnish the external code for behaviour. To conform to the
decrees of respectability, even when respectability is really
respectable, may become mere formalism, and the power to
aspire to the highest and the best, dissipated in a life of social
slavery. The slavery of old had in it the possibility of
heroism in the service of a worthy master, but the slavery
to mundane and ephemeral convention, being self-imposed,
partakes of the nature of suicide.

Lent calls us back to reality. The season is observed in
commemoration of the traditional forty days spent by our
Lord in solitude before entering upon His public ministry.
It was a time of reflection and meditation. It was a time of
intense spiritual struggle, for all the plausible devices which
might bring Him success and renown were passed in review,
and all were submitted to the final test of whether they
would fulfil God’s purpose for Himself and for mankind.
He came out of the wilderness with the vision of His heaven-
ly Father clear, with His knowledge of the Father's purpose
deepened, and with His spirit fortified to face enemies at all
the intersections where nationalistic ambitions and selfish-
ness crossed the path of perfect filial obedience.

But the challenge of Lent is not merely the challenge of

the results of His seclusion and meditation. It is also the




challenge of the spiritual and intellectual possessions with
which He entered those forty days. Thirty years or there-
abouts preceded the time in the wilderness, and they were
spent in devotion to His home, in diligent study, in re-
flection on what He had observed and read, and in prayer.
From the carpenter’s shop and the countryside He borrowed
the setting for many of the immortal parables, and infallible
sayings recorded in the Gospel story. The literature at His
service, chiefly the books of the Old Testament, He had
read and made the subject of meditation and prayer. The
proof of this is to be found in the discrimination apparent
in His quotations from the Scriptures. They are chiefly
from Isaiah, the Psalms, and the Book of Deuteronomy,
books in which inspiration reaches the highest point attain-
ed by Old Testament writers. Reflection and meditation
on the passages proclaiming the goodness, the holiness, and
the loving-kindness of God, meant the assimilation of these
sublime truths into the very texture of His intellectual and
spiritual life. They shone with brilliance in life’s irmament,
and in the light of them He saw men both as they were and
as God would have them be. Hence we find in His teach-
ing principles that are eternal, even as God is eternal, and
a spirit that transcends all human limitations because it is

the spirit of God Himself. His life is supremely the abun-




dant life. There is joy in the good, the beautiful and the
true. There is a buoyancy that resists absorption in the
ephemeral and preserves a sense of proportion. There is a
definiteness of direction which excludes vain imaginings and
aimless striving. It is the true life because it is God in
human life.

The present confused state of the world, our acquiescence
in the drift which is carrying us we know not whither, are
the logical sequel of an era in which intellectual activity
and a gallant philanthrophy did noble things; but men tried
the experiment of substituting them for faith in God. And
to-day we begin our prayer with words that ring true to
the facts: “Almighty God who seest that we have no power
of ourselves to help ourselves.”

There is a wide margin between the intellectual and
spiritual possessions with which we enter upon the Lenten
season and those possessed by the Son of God. There is a
margin between what we are and what we might have been.
And at “journey’s end” there will still be a gap between the
poverty of our state and the riches that might have been
ours. How can the margin be closed and the gap filled ?
In one way only, but that is a certain way—by the perfection
of the offering which Christ our Redeemer made to God.

Once and once only was there offered to God a life worthy

e et




of His perfect Goodness, Holiness and Love. On this
earth, unblemished Sonship was offered once, but being
unblemished it was “full, perfect, and sufhcient.”

In sound business it is the practice during days of pros-
perity to build up a reserve against the days when receipts
fall away and the income may vanish. Through inertia,
folly, and sin, there is a large entry on the debit side of life’s
account. There is never the accession of strength to the
soul which God’s infinite love is ready tc provide. There
are lamentably long intervals between employment, although
the opportunity for it is never lacking. The number of
the spiritually idle is always legion, and prolonged
spiritual idleness may make a man spiritually unemployable.
Where can the reserve be found which is adequate to our
need, and whence does it come ? Only in the perfect life
of the Incarnate One does it exist. The reserve was estab.
lished by Omnipotent Love, and thank God ! it is inex-
haustible. “My grace is sufficient for thee,” and all debits
can be offset by entries on the credit side of life’s ledger with
gifts from the Treasury of Divine Grace. So we pray:

“Look Father, look on His anointed face,
And only look on us as found in Him,
Look not on our misusings of Thy grace,
Our prayer so languid, and our faith so dim,
For lo, between our sins and their reward,
We set the passion of Thy Son our Lord.”




So may Lent be a return to God for all of us. That the
spirit of philanthropy is strong in human hearts, no one can
deny. But that true religion is seldom found is equally true.
If true religion is to flourish, there must be more diligentstudy
of the teaching of Him who in thought, word and deed,
perfectly expressed the mind and purpose of God. And if
that teaching is to do more than provide a stimulus to in-
tellectual activity there must be prayer and meditation.
True prayer is the effort to rise to the heights of God’s
will. Meditation opens the channels through which Divine
Grace enters the soul. These are the means whereby life
is established on the rock of eternal reality, and through in-
dividual effort, the foundations of society are strengthened
and renewed.

Ours is the glorious privilege of the sons of God—to
aspire to true sonship and to claim the unfailing power of
God’s grace to sustain it. Thus may each one become a
centre of influence, enriching our corporate life and giving
it visien, direction, purpose. ‘Our sufficiency is from God’
throughout the journey and therefore journey's end may
be also Christian’s destiny. Live to make it so ! In the
power of Omnipotent Love we can toil through the shadows

of the ascending valley to the uplands of eternal day.
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CERTIFICATE OF POST OFFICE REGISTRATJOH

This receipt is Necessary if enquiry is desired

DATE

.
Posttnaster

FEEAT more"
4 )tkén 10¢”

STAMP

!

MAXIMUM INDEMNITY PAYABLE
INTERNATIONAL - $ 9.65 for loss only.
UNITED STATES -~ $25.00 for loss only.

GREAT BRITAIN - $ 9.65 for loss or rifling.
CANADA—10c. fee $25; 20c. fee $50; 30c. fee $75;
40c. fee $100; for loss, rifling or damage.

60B.—1,000,000—30-10-37




McGiLL UNIVERSITY
PrinciPAL AND Vice-CHANCELLOR

L. W, DOUGLAS

May 17, 1939

Dear Mrs. McGregor,

1 mow return the Affidavit, with the will attached,

executed before a Notary Public here. I am sorry there has been

80 much delay.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Catherine MacGregor,
Box 128,

Rosebank House,

Baddeck, Cape Breton.




LOVETT,MACDONALD & MCINNES

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS ,&c.

LA.LOVETT,K.C ‘ o
CABLE ADDRESS ‘MSINNES
W.C.MACDONALD ,K.C
35 BEDFORD ROW
DONALD MCINNES

A.S.PATTILLO

HAaLIFaAx , N.S.

4th May, 1939.

Dear Mrsg. McMurray:

I have your letter of May lst.

It is likely that there was a will made
by the late Frank McCGregor in the presence of Mr. McInnes
and yourself. You should not, however, be asked to prove
jts execution unless you are shown the original Will itself
with your signature thereon. I am, therefore, returning
your Affidavit which, even 1f completed by you, would do
Mrs. McGregor no good as there 1s supposed to be annexed
thereto the Will itself. What Mrs. McGregor should do is
get a Dedimus from the Court of Probate at Baddeck, direct-
ed tc some Notary Public or Commissioner in Montreal, and
have the original Will forwarded to him, when he in turn
could get in touch with you and arrange for you to prove it.

I was very glad to hear from you agaln
and I am conveyling your remembrances to those of us here
who remember you.

With all good wishes, I am

Yours very sincerely,
m M’;)
CA—C"

Mrs. Dorothy McMurray,
3405 University Street,
Montreal, P.Q.

Encl.







G.W.MCGREGOR
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MANAGER |
CRAIG/THEATRE
PHONE CIRCLE 7-1035







G.W.MCGREGOR, 718 Castle Bldg. Mar.9461,

Is an old time theatrical producer on Broadway. Claims
to have built the Craig (Adelphi) Theatre - in 1927, on
54th Street, West of Broadway.

Decided the 1life of a producer was too strenuous on
him, so came to Montreal, and last year decided to become a
Canadian citizen.

He has a theatre site on east side of Mountain Street,
220 feet off St. @therine. He proposes to build a modern
theatre there, seating:

Orchestra - 800

Balcony 648

Boxes _36

1484

Claims it will be a modern theatre, laid out in the best
possible manner. It would be a good place for Convocation
—— could provide-800 additional seats on the stage and
still hage a clear space 30 x 60.

He has figured the cost of the theatre, his income, etc. --
he is not a Jew - is a pleasant little fellow, his estimates
of income, etc. seemed in a generally vague way to be
gonservative,

HIS STORY IS THAT HE IS ANXIOUS TO GIVE MONTREAL A HIGH
CLASS THEATRE WITH HIGH CLASS ATTRACTIONS - THAT IT CAN BE
DONE AND A REASONABLE PROFIT MADE - THAT HE DOES NOT WANT
TO GO INTO IT ON A MAKE MONEY QUICK BASIS.

HE WANTS TO SEE YOU AND SHOW YOU HIS PLANS. He does
not seek anything from you or the University. - says he
can finance it and build it, except that he will need
about a $300,000 mortgage when the building is completed.

He has shown his plans to souwe of the Birks (who apparently
are mixed up with the site,

H




PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

&

McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL







