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Pre-war Strength Of R C.N.OODQOOJOCOOCGll’Q.l‘t-DQ.!OQ.Qll-;’ .. about 1’774
Ships at January 18, 19449...;,...0..1;,,-;......‘;..{.}.. ;mone tnan 700
PI‘e—-War Strength ln ships.-.....nooanoc-.nc.nooa.ou.ooonno. » 16

Decorations as atlJanuary Te A4
= '

: Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath.... 3
Commander of the Order of the British EmpirCeecseccesces 7
Officer of thé Order of the Blitiéh Emplré..-........- 28
Member of the Order of the British Empire..o..e,..ﬂﬁ.. 28
BrltiSh Emplre Medalnoctotnaonat.aoo)-o-‘cloooo‘..oo.c 46
George Medal....g....a....a................s.......... 6
Albert Medal...oe..,.e-c.,a...a..-c,.................. 1l
Companion of the Most Distirguished Order of

Sto MlChupl and St George.....-..-.......
Companion of the Distinguished Service Order..........
Distinguished Service Order,ue...J.c..........;.......
Distinguished Service Medalaa,..........,.............
Associate of the Royal Red wrossnou,........sa.......y
Roy&l Humane Docietyoaooo--obooco-ocooauloo-o‘d‘nooo'o
Mentioned in Despatcheso,»‘.o.;.,.e...................
Comendatlons...,....c..,.“u.,,,...._.................
*Polish’ Crossoncacoooocatto.oa-.-do:eooﬁono.tl-.'cooo"
Norwegidn War Nedal D0OPULACECOCECE0OOOPOOEREONIOOOISIOGCOIOPTR
Czechoslovak Military CRo88 1037 . ceeessvovessbocssvene
Greek Medal of Military Merit 3rd claSSieeescsssecsece
Legion of Merit Naval Genecral Service Medal

(UOSQ ‘a?war‘d)-ocotoooop-oot.ooooo‘cro‘;-ﬂooocoooo
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The Canadian Navy has four different parts to play in the sea

Warfare of the Unlted Nations:

1)  Protection of merchant Shlp“lng 5% lﬁ. ‘ ha
2) Protéction of Canadian shores
3) Destruction or capture of enemy mcrchunt and flghting
iy nBbiPs . : _ : .
4) Blockade gL

" In this war, it was dbvious that Cnnada must play the role of
COnvoy protector, and when upon the declaration of war the British Admiralty
asked by wireless when the fanadian cnﬂ"; qutem could go into operation,
the answer flashed backs . -WImmaasa¥eIqir .o

Six days ufter war began, the firet Canadian convoy, numbering 18
P8, was escorted into the open Atlantic, It reached its. destination
:?fely. Canadian ships have been on constznt duty as convoy escorts evey

ANy

Most of the ships of the R.,C.N, are designed for. convoy worky Hawe:, 4
&Ver, a flotilla of ‘oight Tribal class destroyers is' being built, for theil: .
G.N and five have already been commissioned, These.ships are,designegg_w,n
Or offense, and will add strength to the Canadian service , as well as
SUgmenting the power of the Royal Navy.
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B s .7 Canadian-destroyers aided in the evacuation of British troops et
France ~~the St, Laurent, the Restigouche, and Fraser, The last-namé
was lost during the evacuation of troops from Bordeaux,

f=")
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Five ships of the Canadian Naval Service took part with units of
the American Navy in action in the Aleutian Islands,

» . . '

17 RsC.N, corvettes joined in convoying the United Nations amadad
in the attack on Axie=held bases in North Africa, 1,200 R,C,N, officer®
ratings also manned landing barges in this action,

JOBLBE . «Canadian destroyers and corvéttes hclped the Royal Navy and thﬁw Y
¢ . .. to bloekade the enemy's main -submarine fleet in the Bdy of Biscay just o
the acquisition of new bases by the Allies in the Azores, The heavy %0
- taken of Axis U~boats in the Bay of Biscay was an important factor ip r¢
bt Allied shipping losses ih the North Atlantic to their present low 1evel

In the invasion of Sieily, two complete Canadian landing craft
flotillas helped to land the British-Canadian Eighth Army,

sses-. .4 large number of Canadian sailors who had, since the beginniné
wan, patrolled the waters off Canada's eastern coast in submarine~cha® L, R
motor launches, recently arrived in England to manh a’ motor gun boat £+
These Canadian sailors will fight off the British coast with ships of tti‘”
Royal Navy's famed "Mosquito Navy,™ : These mén volunteered when the prit
Admiralty asked for Canadian sailors for this work,

+»:+ »».In line with this growing strength and with the expanding f\mcijiﬂ;
the navy, Canada in January Sent Vice-Admiral Percy W. Nelles, chief e
naval staff, to the United Kingdom as senior Canadian flag officer thefe;‘;
new. rank,. . This. step- followed closely the appointment of Lieutenant'Genoﬂ
Kenneth. Stuart, . chief- of the army general staff, to the new permanent
ohief.of . staff. at. Canadian military headquarters in London, and the t%°g
Air.Marshal. L,:Ss Breadner, chief of the air staff, to the post of eif I
commanding-in-chief, Royal Canadian' Air:-Force Overseas, Air Marshal d”” ¥
is.responsible. to. the minister of national defence for air directly 2% ‘
through.the.chief.of air staff, : 3

“ by s

+++ .- Navy.Minister Macdonald commented:

ol
'
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vseo o~ "The.sending -of Admiral Nelles, General Stuart and Air

Marshal Breadner to the United Kingdom is a sign that

we mean business over there," P

The shifts were arranged in-view of the preparations being mﬂdggg
the Unfted Kingdom for an invasion of Europe from the west, The navy o
that the senior Canadian naval officer in the United Kingdom should e off”‘l
office of high rank, Admiral Nelles will remain Senior ranking nﬂ"alhm;#
"and will have general oversight of Canadian naval forces overseas, 8 166
he will not be in command of them, for Canadian units will be inter® né
with other allied forces, : 3R 001
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JBear Admiral George C, Jones, vicé-chief of the naval staffy "
appointed ‘chief to succeed Admiral Nelles, * +' ¢

v

. PTAAS B e g bt Tabo o 2 Men with the Royal Navy

Camwdians on'loan to the Royal Navy heve served under fire 18 1

“1 cuirdediterrancan and in‘the Indian Ocean, north to the Arctic Circle, & vo'’

« ', ebuth to the Equator, Canadian ships fly the White Ensign of the mnpil V

%« sipaval services,  R.C,N, ships have been assigned duties of neval pat™®
: the “Caribbean and in other special territories from time to* timde

GUARDING ;- vc~  The ReCeN, is constantly on guard in Canasdian coastal wateTSe 18
GANADIAN: ¢ monbtonous but vital work of submarine patrol is carried on in the S
SHORES . i River itself, 8 O ! 4 % ; i
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The R C N. works closely w1th coastal reconnalssanee squadrons of

..the R.C.A. Fe in this vital.task, Every day mlnesweepers steam'out from

Canadian ports to go about their dangerous jqbs-

Fishermen's Reserve 4

mhe West Coast of . Canada, w1+h ltu deep 1ndentat10ns and myriad small

islands, presents a special problem for patrol The mainland itself stresches

1,580 miles; the islands are another 3,980 miles == a total of 5,560 miles to

Bt o watch over.. . No. orthodéx naval force that Canada could ‘put in the water could
guard this great length of" coastllne. But: Canada found the answer to this

problem ready at hand,

T ke, early menths of 1939, a third reserve for the Navy was formed,

~drawn from men in the west coast fishing industry, ./These men know the waters

as only fishermen could. - Their boats, which they brought with them into the
Reserve, were built to negotiate the inlets of* the: coast, :These craft were

quite large and sturdy, and were easily converted lnto'patrol boats,

But the Fishermen's Rescrve was. ready to..do more than patrol worke
Boats were fitted up for minesweeping, and when the:war broke out this

,dangerous, but most essentlal job. was, undertaken by,them on the west coast,

At the outbreak of war, the ROVul Canadlan Ndvy hdd only 16 vessels
in operation, consisting of six destroyers, five minesweepers and other small
Vessels.

The Royal Canadian Navy now operatCS more thian 700 vessels of the
following types: destroyers, corvettes, frigates, aux111ary cruisers, mine=
Sweepers, patrol vessels and small craft, fitted for the many duties of modern

Sea warfare, DMore than 250 of the 700, are fléntlng shlps. The remainder are

a'QXlllary vessels such as tugs ané harbor crsft ‘?;gﬂ
Although primarily a Navy of small shlps de31gned for convoy pree

tection, the R.C.N. is building up a destroyer fleet which will be no cmall
Contrlbutlon to the offensive power of the Unlted Natlons.

Destroyers Algrorg kol
A flotllla of eight Tribal class destroyers is belng ‘built for the

.. Royal Canadian Navy, Four, built in Britishyards, have.already been commissiemed
in the Canadian Naval Service and are operating with ships of the allied nations =

Iroquois, Huron, Athabaskan and Haida, All four wefe commissioned within six

. Months, The other four are oelng bullt in Canada.._One, Ho,MoCeSy Micmae has
‘nalready been launched, ; ol s

Tribal class destroyers are the best und fdstest efloat. They are

iy heav1ly armed, carrying as part of their armament 4.7-inch gunse They carry
‘8 crew. of 190 and have four 21-1nch torpedoes.. : ;

The Royal Navy has placed four of its escort destroyers at the
disposal of the R.,C:N. These destroyers, which ‘are of the River class, have
€en renamed Ottawa, Gatineau, Kootenay. and Saskatchewan.,;

In January 1944 one Fleet class destroycr was commissioned with an
8l1-Canadian crew after being refitteo and converted for convoy escort and anti-
Smearlne duties., Another will be similarly commissioned shortly to bring to
8ixX the number of used destroyers prov1ded by the United Klngdom within a year,

Built in 1936, the Fleet destroyer, HeiiaCsSe Chaudiere, has been

Strengthened against ice conditions and provided with the latest anti-submarine
Bt UWipment, It has torpedo tubes, depth charge throwers, an antl-alrcraft
8ttery and 4.7 gun mountlngs. :
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‘}.tlantlc in a few months #nd later may go to the Pacific, Pacific M

T

Within several months two new medium cruisers of the most moderﬂ
type will be given to Canada by the United Kingdom as "mutual aid in ré¥
For considerable time Canadidn mdval officers and ratingshave been in
with the poyal Navy fgr crulser Qp{,ratmn 0 they c8n man the cruisers
they dare de‘llvered CIOVGT S RERT R0 IY B IRI VL o e

mmﬂ“":
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In addltlon, two Royal Navy escort Ru'f'mf_‘t carriers w1ll be
by Canadian officers and seamen, although the aircraft and their op°
crews probably will be provided by the United Kingdom. The carriers o
remain Royal Navy s’ﬂips, “while “the “truisers and dcstroyers will becomé = | i

Ay ., o
& s

) ;
;.‘_‘Ihe two carrlers are, expected to begm convoy escort dutles in M v

'facllltles at, Esquimalt and Prlnce Rupert,. Prl tish Columbia,. .arg being
ved, and new machine shops are being eetabllehed at Euquimalt. ‘A
i

During 1940 in exch&nge for, land bases within the Empire, the f:, T
Commonwealth of Nations received fram the U, 3 ilfty over—ageﬁestroygiﬁdl ,‘
‘Canada's allotment of these was. qeven. The.ae were. a.qost valuable ad
to Canada's naval strength, .. 7% ol ns Gty e Be e

R
“In’October 1939 the R.C.N. Yook pver the dcstroyer Kempenfelt ged) |
_which the Canadian Government had heen negotiating before the war 5

““from the R.N, as flotills leader for the Canedmn fleet. “The. ehlp o g
/5 christened the., Kpsintboinet 7 o { LA Yaln w0 Ul i
_.zyqzﬁe_ ‘
: ‘ ’ y "1"»
Although Trlbal elass destro_yers a7 }v**m ar’r%d au fas—t as. tg@fl L. R
be secured, the greatest strength of the "_,..i C°»~lian mquv 1ies T
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corvettes. : i J ;

secrcl. Gorvettes which were.bnilt l.iring the earlinsr 21

. troyer. in, sizgj, is. coming:inte useiin the, Canddian Navy, Tt is
. .more speed:and;& greater range:than the corvette, and has graater |
+~. tion for the crew, Tt has:about, the same- fire power as. the coi"’e

. .2. 3 6
P e The flrst corVet‘te launched 1n»Caana v.vas nQ‘t built o h,ari‘f
SmerlneS..~ Tt'.was.a 500-ton ship.contradted foF by Nerse Levdgsew 1739,
T «bu.’tlde:c of ‘shipé for Louts XV of ‘France, and launched at Quebec “in

" depth charges. The total cost was $7OO OOO

s

corvette was a sloop ofivary. Ui s SRR "

« = .1t ranked next below a frigaté, was fasts sailing and easy " IW gy

BETE these o respects it was 11ko the corvettes of the Reyal'caﬂadia 4‘#”

SFR,

Ky k:F 1 ‘ R
Corvettes are small built somew‘lat on the lines of the Sailin uer

especially designed for escort and anti-submarine duties, pdA

‘ 8 i

o3 -+ .. They.have & “terrific roll":but they are extremely seaWOI't yher' .
*bo manceuvre. They w;Lll not break u,nder the stra in of wind and» n

Canadian shlpyards ,hav:e turned these Veseela out in- 1a!‘8

. Three corvettes can be.built: in the time it takes to huild &' destr Oy a’d ‘1*

they can e built on the Great Lakes and taken -down to the sew'ove

Great lakes canal and river system, while destroyers cannot. gnti"y R

.’building a corvette calls for great skill, ‘because of the 1arg€ quf; ol

equipment, $0 be fitted into the small space 'of the ship, There ar uﬂt Pl P

70 corvettes in the Royal -Canadian Navy; and many others-haves bee?

the British Navy. ¢
: & : 3

hif
f:ncan-\{‘-vﬁq'hane nf‘ 'the 1a'test a.rwJ “‘_—" i —~f‘ this type of 8 wgr de

" oe thegw,

190 feet in length and ineindnd armament of a /~inch gun, m"h'me

,;; Fr;gate 'a~'-.; GA L ree Mg ,jav\{;g' g

The frlgate ;. 8 new type of warshlp bctwoen tne corvette are

carries a crew of more than 100 1) o PGS s f S s




A Channel ‘the ITlSh Sea and; the EngllSh'Channel
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Pagil it ;' Mlncsweepersq.:!u‘

: e Co gtal patrol and protectlonvan bdnddu'" oefenc :z20nes ‘on both

; Atlantlc and Pacific shores-ig an “importent gart of the: Gaqad:an Navy'!s work,
Minesweeping must be carried on conthuaLly( But Cansdian minesweepers havealso.
proved most efficient in escort and anti-s@bmurine duty.., ‘There are almost as

.. many minesweepers in theg ‘R.C.N.. ds corvettegs. lMinesweepers: .carry guns, depth

for charges and asdic llatenlng devlces and often pertorm muthi - the same work as
carvettes . in addition to thelr duties of ‘sweeping: ande destroying mines, Like

S oy the corvette the mlnesweeper carries a crew 01 mere . than 50 men,

vy
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Falrmiﬂea

it o e ; o

The Fairmlle motor launcheq are a nvw ani o)
pubnarine sttacke, Par%iculnz ape- they sul
‘escorting in coastal WaterS'such as the {5t oeviﬂncw R'v“r aqd Gulf the Bristol

Pfeoflve weapon against the

s i g

o :._
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More than lOO feet long, tHe Falrmlle is a 11nea1 descendant of the

- well-known sub-chaser of the last war.. . High powered tiwin-screw Hall-Scott
engines of 630 h,p, give them a considerable driving ‘power and: their trim
lines epable them to "turn on a dime".. They ang fitted with: 2—l§reductioh
gear and at top speed can churn.up 2100 revolutionsy. They have a great range

AT

“; and striking:power. Their main weapon'-is .the depth: charge they carry in great

“number, - Also among their weapons are certain secrtt. dov1ces Whlch cannot be «*
disclosed further, b

e
vk
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W . PhesFairmiles seen'off Canada’ SfCﬂas+s dsdn: the:St, Lawrenc. “iver
are- all-oanadlan builti, Scores of them! are’ now' et sew: and’ in the: procesa of
building, e o

: Wooden-hulled submarine chascis aud‘uu01x~*1eto 8, motor torpedo boats,
‘built in Canadian: yards.are in:servige with the R:iC:lly :The motor torpedo ..
_boats being built.in Canada were created by Hubert - ~cott»Faine; famous Engfish
: - flying boat and mo:nrhoat designer, Their:constiucticn,isial wartime secret,

These bouts are equipped with torpedo. tubes; anti-adeeraft. gunsy dand are

powered by Perudrd marlne englnes° Tnev are. very Speed

4 P b
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¢has Auxiliarv Crulsers fotucn gk, QYlOvro 5 -dp Y

rosklis 5 .'7-.< . L ot . A A

' Liners, converted as QUXll*d* n%ui*ers;“’eve‘doneﬁgood gérvice in the
R,C.N. as convoy protectors, In thelr encouilore with Germin undersea craft
they have never come. off segond best By wdd il o bty

Bl T b , Other‘Auxillary Vev
LR ' % pLsith s B¢ 8
SRR Before the war broke out the Navy mﬂde’arl&ﬂECﬂ nLv"or other auxiliary
“'.8hips to be used: in ‘time of:erisis.::The:Ganadian: Governmerit ownéd more than
'Beventy boats:which. in peacetime werée:.dsed by the-Roydl- Canadid:Mounted Police,
Departicul of Fisheries, Transport, ,Public Works and lincs and:ReSources,
These boats were quickly and easily converted for use as mlnesweepers,

& ‘ex&mination and patrol boats, and anplﬂsuhm&rlnelguard

B 5 7 p e RER0 'y LR VN & ran medd ddendd hoes ol E B

R Arﬁed Yachts e A A

i

Fifteen armed yachts were put inuo Conadian havalozorvice earlv in
che war, . Thege vegsels wexe,ngmgd after iCenadian afiimskss. Beaver, C-. ar,
ﬁlimibou, Elly Grieg 1y HusKy, | Lynx, Moo°é?‘Rarcoon, Otter,: Reindeer, Rendrd

ﬂﬂcn (rr"“ch for-mink); Woli and:Sans. Peur,. This 1aqt, fbrmerly the yacht of
 Mike og bduuba]ﬂnd retalned jts‘own‘namen 4 7 et

_‘ : ok

i P opeit 8 3
Operations of the‘&uvy dre strict -se retsn ~Jc,uslona11y3 ‘however,
8ecrecy is relaxed to reveal an nrtif
3 1'*Q< A 4 i e R . Brih . sp it i ,'.n\‘,-

The flotilla leader Assiniboine atie d g3 Brlt&sn cnﬁiserfin »ecapturing
and. Salvaging a big ferman: freightir, ‘the " HanhoverH in M@Et Inﬁ&bs waters
€arly in the war, s . 4

ok




v’ Whlle engaged in evacuating British troops from:Bordeaux, H. M.C.S.

f’:lir_jmonths of 19414 - , : AR SR W o

Seventeen surviwvors of the American merchantmnn “Bold Venture amﬁw Mg,

.'7depfh charges and blew the U=boat to the surface, The Moose Jaw closerdw

T He M C,S. Bras d'Or, a converted minesweeper, captured S.S, Capo ﬁ
an Italian ship on June 9th, 1940; The foreign vessel was caught as it w

to escape from the St, Lawrence River, -This was the first Canadian nav dJJL .

success against the Italians, The Capo Noli was placed in- the Empirelner
serv1ce._ i ‘ A

~ The destroyers Restlgouche and St Laurent aided in the evac'o.&"’»ion
the Slst Division of the British Army at St. Valery-en-Caux, June 11, .
4 FraSG

; was out in two by another: warship as a result’of the necess1ty of traveuﬂw

' w1thout lights in a danger zone, Restlgouche, which: was partlcipatinz gl
r' :

this action, at the risk of attack by aircraft and submarines turned on &
. searchlights, performed a "miracle of navigation" to rescue 115 of the ¢
- of the Fraserj 45 of the crew were lost

#
+ The German express cargo - boat "Weser" was captured off the west ¢

of Mexico in September of the same yéar; by the auxiliary. cruiser "Prﬁwlqu

3.Robert", one of three former passenger llners converted to Canadian navé

8 td”

Early in December of 1940 the Canadlan destroyer Saguenay waf 21

pedoed by a German submarine in the Atlantic and suffered the loss o
.miSSing and 18 wounded. The ship itself was badly damagod,r

" Cruiser HoM.C.8. Prince Henry, caused two' Germas vessels, the ﬁﬂ |

fand ”Hermonthis" to scuttle themselves in¥ the South Pacific during the

‘pedoed in the North Atlantie in October of 1941, were picked up by a0
‘corvette, e 3

2 During November, 1941, Canadians learned of the success of two:dﬁ
_the Chambly and the Moose Jaw, against a submarine, . The Chambly att“°§1n

" rammed her, The U~boats=crew. opened her seacocks and abandoned shlpo
- seven survivors were made prisoners, - B8 I p00. BOOCE

In January of 1942 the Navy told of a 66-hour battle with a S0 w*‘

i
i 140

pack in the North Atlantic, directed by H.M,C.S, Skeena as senior e8¢0 ok
of a convoy, . An exact account of submarines destroyed was not disclosé™
it is known that the defence of the conioy was not without successs

8 During the late summer of 1942, H,M. TS Assmlboine rammed 3“26:‘;0"
a German submarine in the west Atlantic, With only two ‘hundred yardsl_ﬁﬁ
the vessels, gunfire was exchanged, both vessels scoring hits, A smal

broke out in the destroyer, interfering with gun control and leavin
crews to indepsndent firing, Towards the close of the engagement @ de p b”
~ charge from the destroyer actually. landed on the deck of the submarinei

“rodled into the sea and exploded beneath the submarine's hull Saver

| German Prisoners were. captured..LHJ

The Canadian corvette, Morden. rescued. the entire passenger
men, women, and children e of a Canadinnpmerchantman “torpedoed :in- the
Atlantic and brought them safely to porty The oldest of the passenger
'83, the youngest a seven-month old child.

eaf ' News: of an encounter of H,M,C.S, corvette, Ville de Quebec, 116
announced on January 25, 1943, In the Western llediterranean, the ! i gt
Quebec brought a U-boat to the surface by depth charges, engaged by 5c¢ywr
repeatedly hit and rammed the submarine at right angles, The wholﬁu boﬂt :

‘from the dropping of the depth charges to the disappearance of thei! el

beneath the water took only nine minutes,

Naval headquarters revealed on February 1, 1943 that H.Noc'sfgal
Port Arthur, on convoy duty.in the western Mediterranean located &P R
submarine, attdpked with depth charges and gunfire and destroyed heT '.ﬁﬁf
survivors were foundy A
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A Canadian corvette, H,M,C,S, Regina, 8sank an Italian submarine in a
night action in the Mediterranean, Naval Services Headquarters announced March

il .13, 1943, The submarine was forced, to the surface by depth charges:and

finished off at tlose range by the corvette's oerlikon guns, More than 20
prisoners were taken, A .

In early June of 1943 enemy submarines mined the approaches to Halifax

. harbor; in an arch intended to close the port to all shipping., Minesweepers
40 ~ “of the Royal Navy and the Royal Canadian Navy undertook the extremely dangerous
: ~_'and exacting job of sweeping the mines, In one day they cleared a -ohannel
gﬂl © ' 71,200 yards wide  to permit a convoy to sail, The minesweepers, having opened
ﬁ .., . ‘the harbor for the convoys, then proceeded to mop up the whole minefield, The
gl | " Work was performed "like olockwork", Navy Minister Macdonald said,
Eﬂf . The crew of the Canadian destroyer Athabaskan demonstrated masterly
" Seamanship after the destroyer was damaged by a Nazi aerial glider bomb in
o) B ghe Bay of Biscay during August, 1943, The Athabaskan was operating as senior
¢ I' .  ship of a group of Royal Navy vessels when attacked by German bombers, Three
luﬂhmw‘{;'bbmbers dropped their bombs at the Athabaskan, The destroyer succeeded in
~avoiding the bombs dropped by two of the aircraft,: ‘A glider bomb from the
ﬂ ghay - third Nazi aireraft hit the Athabaskan, killing five and wounding’' 12 of the
et ‘8rew, With' one boiler room and two fuel tanks flooded with sea water, the

' 8gain at sea,

g ‘ :&{ “Athabaskan-mdde home port at the remarkable speed of 12 knots, and is now

Wn%o? .~ Losses of the qual'Canadian'thy.iﬁ ships are as followss
| o 5 Destfoxérs s
Fraser Bay of Biscay .
Margaree Mid-Atlantic
Ottawa . = Mid-Atlantic

St. erig:, Mid-Atlantic

'_L'Minggﬁeeéers.'”

Bras D'Or ~ Gulf of St. Lawrence Phegu
Chedabuc to St, Lawrence

vPatfol Vessels

Otter i1 Coast_¢f‘No§d Scotia

e, Raccoon Western Atlantic

. i ‘Corvettes Aagguid. hug : oL

W:,J},»\ : . Wimdflower  Western Atlantic

g e % Spikenard = South of Newfoundland -

g TSN : Chrlctetown  Gulf of St, Lawrence

b 4 Levis Western Atlantic

Louisburg Mediterranean i
Weyburn = Mediterranean - ° ; %

There are three pefsonnei comgbnentéldf the Royal Canadian Navy:

1) Royal Canadian Névy' b AT ‘ ‘
2) Royal Canadian Naval Reserve :
3) Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve.

She At the beginning of September, 1939, Canadian Naval personnel con- e
 Sdsteg of': ; 3s i

* QFFICERS - RATINGS TOTAL :
R’C.NOODQOnOtOCOOOOOp 131 : 1,643 1,774 z‘
R’CoNpRnyoopooaqvuuoo 66 196 262 gl
R,C,N,V

PelVy cRQoopqcccoooc ;lé 14422 l&éég
TOTALQQQ-OQUOOOoo 312 3,292 3’ 04




U RY ‘m*““

; ermane,n,t core oi‘ tho organlzau;on(.,' The Ra CON‘,R. La C°mp°°ad

% 2 PE aye. followed the sea as a profession. The ReChNe V;R. 39 mad:

; up “of civillans who are employed’ in occupations not cornected with the sea bV
who are given tralning for sea service in an emnrgenCJ‘

T o
""ne'Rayal Canadjan N&V&A Rebervc and the’ Qoya; Canadian Naval Voluat®
wer re nganizad in 1923 after the inactive years folloWing World W
j .ﬁbefore ﬁhis war emghﬂﬁ*g had becn piaced. Qn the work of o 40
roining DivzsionsQ Adtuall thesé ranning ¢éntres would have
patqst part of’ naval peUSan$L in a wat. Ro CoN.VoR, training

KﬁuLMe “
5,00 B e 'y
..Regerye. 1

i pupply; the
bases werge
are ebtablished in Calgary, Charlott etown, mdmopton quuimalu ‘Halifax, Ha®

Saint’ John, Torontoﬁ Vancopver, Wimnjpég, Windsor, .APPT

ni:Canadian NEVY are, memburs of thc Ra GQN;V;R¢. :mj‘

i . 05
_ 1: h&y°l Canadian Naval uonnege for tne tnnining of bfficersilﬁg‘
'fyRanl ROst near Esquimalt ‘BoCay WAS rewogened on,, Oeyobor ! 215%4 1942, fhelm,
ivergnr of frafalgar Day, after ,being closed 401 20 Jears, - The first °3
hg,of the Navan,CGWiegn grnduated ahd progeeded overSuas Quring S ptember 194'
':;Fixﬁy cand; tes entered the’ }O mqnth?s couxvng 43 ~raduath a8’ midshipme
“Bixteen of ‘the gradiates slected to join the Roval Cancdian Vqlunteer Res
the duration of the war only, Two midshipmen entered the ﬁaymaster pranc e
the R,C,N, .and were sent to, Hallfuxnfor training. The 25 remaining proceed
to England to receive ﬁraining i battleships and cruisers of the Royal Na ng
These midshipment who averaged 19 Years of age must serve afloat vefore ¥
the courses necessary to gualify for the ‘rank of sub-lieutenant.

erV

All xecutiveﬁéfficers naw being, g'vcn commissions in the Royal cpmﬁw

Navy have come up from the ranksa' Under the system now in effect everYPwi 1% '

executive officer must enter tha ‘navy as.an.ordinary seaman. A civilian
to become an cfficer, mist’ pass an exqmining board at an R.C.N.V.R. diVisi obe
He will be enrolled as an ordinary seaman, not distinguishable from others
dress or mark, and under close observation follow a routine of training 8ﬁnm
practical exherxenob for dpprvknm&tu'y ong year before he may attain the T
of Sub-Lieutenant. : o i ot i }
. ¥ N v f - oy e a’
It is the belief of the B,0.N, that the orbensive schooling b bt
officer candidates will provide the mnew officer with greater knowledge 8B @”d
experience and givo the service a better opportunity toc observe and selec
men for commissions, Standarda are high and, Qdﬁdlddueu who do not make
grade may take their discharge from the service or remain as ordinary sawlmmwd
Officers being trained through this system of advencement are now being #
weekly in groups numbering up to 25, i-im
An R,C,N, schnol t6 teach the Epgllsh 1anguage to French—-speakizﬁe
sailors who do not krow English was reopn+1y opened at H;M.C.S, Prevost, twww
London, Ontarioc division ‘of’ the va N,V, R The, course will accommodatb® pe

50 and 75 French- qpeaking ratingsa

Branch of service to thch Naval offiecer belsnze is shown bY b
inserted hetween the gold stripes on his slesve as follows: | e

BNGEO0BY . s o s v vh dindavive oo o DRBDLE B wocim st bty
Mehic{ll&nvvnoceao‘zmoaqqaozxvu Cﬁi‘let 28 e
Special branohg..,a;oqu,.‘,,grean
Elertrinalaowo:aacautoocoov dark g'.teen
I)fimﬂﬂter.n;-cn;7ooncooowoo white
Denths.ewoa:n;antaocoaoacouy Or&nge
Tns"‘ﬁ?crorveeco;;noco-caov‘a ljght blue
()I‘dnanﬂec@eu.v«:vaaaoc&o'»Qc:-at1 dark blue
WOTATABEET . s asvssesssa it Maroon
Shlpwrightﬂmo.,,ec.,...gga. Silver grov
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pet, up u‘cros:s the. COU.I}{bI’Yne Now, (3944-, ReCs N +VoRo, Training DiViaiﬂw, ;

.mKings&on, Jondan, Monyreal, (2),.0t%awe, Porf Ar*hur, Pringce Rupert Qpebac"uﬁq4
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Chief of the Naval Staff

Chief of Nava;:Personnelf_:”.

-9 =

Executive officers have no coloured cloth between gold stripes,

L.

B 1

There are 29 different jobs to‘which 5,33Vﬁ1 recruit may be accigned
or promoted, Men with trade experieénce - plumbers, painters, blacksmiths,
electricians, cooks and men with stenographic, banking or gccqunting knowledge,

readily find a place in the Royal Cangdian Nawys .'oo ooy

Every man in the <Navy must: be gntered on thé books of a ship., For that
reason shore establishments of the R.C.N., are given the names of ships,

- on July 12, 1940, Hon, Angus L. Macdonald became the first Canadian
Minister for the Navy, FAT N ) e

Previously, Naval Servicegﬁha_‘beenzlpokédjafter;by the Minister of
National Defence, One Deputy Minister-had occupied himself with both Navy
and Air Force until March, 1940, when he devoped 411 his time to the Navy.
With the organization of the new Depdrtment: of National Defence (Naval Services)
this man (Lt.-Col. K,S. McLachlan) continued as .the 'Naval Deputy Minister. He
resigned his position in November of 1941, to go on active service with the
R,C.N. as a Lieutenant Commander, and was succeeded by the present Deputy
Minister, Mr. W,G. Mills, : s ; 2

A Naval Board was set up on January 22, 1942. Until this time the
Chief of the Naval Staff was responsible for ‘details of training, operation
and equipment, The Board acts in an advisory capacity to the Minister of
Naval Service, and is responsible for genepal naval policy. - . .+

\

The structure of the CanadignyNavél Bpafd:réﬁghly corresponds to the
British Roard of Admiralty, and its members to the British Sea Lords, Members
of the Board: Teai i S22 SR AR T

Minister

" Honourable ‘Angus L. Macdonald, K.C.; P.C., L,L.D.; S.J.D.

'

Deputy Minister . . A o el

W,G. Mills, C.M.G.

| R

Rear-Admiral G.C. Jones, CaBs

Capt, E.R. Mainguy, O.B.Ev' . .

Chiér of Naval Bouipmert'and Supply ,

34 A/Captain E, Johnstone, 0.B.E.
Chief of Navé;iﬁggiheerihg‘& Conéﬁrggtion" _
Engineer;RegreAdmiral G,L. Stephens, C,B;E,:'

 Shief Staff Offjcer Reserves . '~ | ' .. o Py e s (

A/Capt. Paul B, Cross
§9§getagy

A/?aj - Captain Joseph Jeffery

§ha the members of which are:
. Shlef of Naval Staff :

Rear-Admiral G.C. Jones, C.B.

.Responsible for day-to-day»operations’of the Navy is the Naval Staff,
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“Yesidtant Chief of Naval Staff

' "Divector of Operations Division. = | [ . % fihoat

*"Diyedtor of Plams . ' *
TN uptadh Gl Mijes Y Y

L

*." Dikector of Trggé Division
Director of Naval Inteliiggggg g"‘f il g

Director of Signals Division .

commanding officer on the Pacific coast is Rear-Admiral Vietom.G.®

any month since May, 1940,

W B fwes o
g g B ?

!

(Captain Wallace B. Creery = =

4/Capta’tn George H, Griffith, 0.B.E.

iredtor of Warfare. and rraigggg-

_ A/Captain K,Fi Adamé

s et ot LR e RTAE D

Captain G,A, Worth

Hydrographer e e LUPES SRR TN, | 20

vaﬂlac

Captain D,W. Farmer b : : ‘h“.
T y

. Operations-at sea are in charge of commanders of Cahadian
on the east -and west coasts, Newfoundland and elsewhere,

\ : : {

Convoy duty is in charge of senior officers.of escortss ;N_a“%.o'iw

in charge of various ports report directly to men in charge of Canadd hﬁ‘
most important bases, Rear-Aémiral L,W, Murrey, :commanding officer ©: e
Cosst; and Commodore Taylor in command of the forces at Newfoundl@nd;dmgq

v \1

: ekt g ; 5% sep’
Of the 60 U-boats sunk in the Battle of the'Atlantic in Aug“g:,’,,di‘”
and October, 33 were destroyed by units of the Royal Navy gnd'ROY9;

Navy. The other 27 were accounted for.by United States:forcesv:

The 60 U-boats exceeded in ‘number the allied merchant ships :ﬁgﬁ”’ 1, ¢

U-boat action during the same period and brought to moreAtha.,n_,15Q,.th

4

of U-boats sunk during the six menths.ending with October,.. ...«

Merchant ship tonnage lost to U-Boat action during Augusts
and ‘October was less than one-half the merchant ship tonnage 108%.
previous three months despiteﬁtﬁé~faetwthat3hc@ual;shipp£ngiincne“se c
o o 5 .. 4gl
: Once agaimt in November; 1943 the number of U-boats sunk exci;g N”}
number of their victims, despite increasing egution on the part O westo
undersea craft, Allied merchant ship lesses: in November were -the o

Prime Minister Chruchill stated on November 9:

» "We have broken the back of the U-boat war which s
at one time seemed our greatest peril," '

" ':All’cqnvoy*prdtecﬁibn"on*thé North Atlantic route is the
of the Royal Navy and Royal Canadian Navy, assisted by escort ves
United States Navy and the air forces of Canada, the United Kin

=

so1s Ty |
gdo™ ;ﬁged 4
United States, The Canaddmn Navy's duties in this work have bé‘eﬁ'eﬁlan‘”
steadily until now it provides about half.the protection of North
shipping,
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A tributé to the R.C,N. recently was paid in a United States periodical:
"There were many desperate months when Canada stood between us
~and disaster. -If the trade convoys had not been kept running;.
the Allies doubtless would have lost the European war by this -
time."' b L i i T oot A3 ' ;

i3 I£“wds pointed bﬁt:fhat,,aftér Japah-strudk, the burden -of protecting

- - merchant ships in the Atlantic fell largely on the United Kingdom and Canada,

- ‘Escort vessels for the trade convoys were supplied in this percentage:

“.Uhitea Kingdom‘xob‘oh.-onvaicoSl% T?w 
Canada.b;i;bntiooiIl-oco'-005047%v s
vUnited Stat98lbibtii$cooaoncoo 2%

The tribute then stated:

"We probably would have lost the war -if the Canadian Navy
hadn't come thiough in a gpeétacular and heroic way,.....
It is one of the marvels of this wdr that Canadaej an
agricultural nation of less than 12,000,000 peopie could
have contributed 47% of the vast flest of fighting ships
necessary to get the freighters across," - == A

Even to assemble a convoy requires work and caution undreamed of by

~ the landlubber. Ships have to be. routed from various ports to arrive at the

assembly point at a certain time, The provisioning: and fuelling of ships

 must be planned 8o that the ships will sail on time,

Naval Control Staffs have been set up at Halifax, Sydney, St. John,
Montreal, Quebec, Vancouver, Esquimalt and Prince Rupert, composed principally
of Naval Reserve. offigers who are familiar with merchant shipping, A system
was instituted whereby every merchant ship sailing in convoy would be examined
as to speed, manoeuvrability, fuel capacity and adequacy and loyalty of her
crew and officers, Shipmasters were instructed in a bfief, but adequate
course of signalling, interpretation of orders, and regulations concerning
sailing in convoy. O

~ Besides serving on the ships of the R.C.N., in cenvoy, R,C.N, sailors
serve in the merchant ships themselves. They man the guns with which the
cargo ships have been armed, and look after communication between ships of the
oonvey, In the ships of convoy commodores they act as signalmen,

" Convoy groups are arranged according to maximum speed, Escort vessels

'Nl have to be assigned, Planes are supplied by the R.C.A.F. to protect the flotilla

on the first leg of thetrip. All these and other. details 'must be looked after
for each convoy,

Communications-

An efficient wireless communications system is an indispensable part
of the work of the Navy. Ships at sea must keep in touch with land bases;
cemmunication must be swift, '

_ ‘There are three principal Naval Shore Wireless Stations in Canada.
These stations are equipped with the most up-to-date apparatus and are the
equal of any naval station in the world., They are in operation 24 hours a day.,
As many as three lines of communication are often used at one time,

y To prevent wireless communications being picked up by the encmy, every

| message must be cyphered. Since the outbreak of the war a certain Naval

~ Wireless Telegraphy Station has handled an average of 180,000 cypher groups

.~ ®ach month, or 6,000 groups every twenty-four hours. 1In ordér to handle

-, this work, this particular station employs over fifty specially trained civil
.. Service qlgrks working day and night in eight-hour shifts, !




MEDICAL

SERVICES

7"respon31ble for a high $tandard of Health throughout the service, In &

" RyC,N. because :6f" ‘8i¢kness, from the beginning of 'the war to May 1, 1943
678,515 hospital days or a léss of 9.8 days. per mén each yeari< This rate
ES absenteeiSm ‘becduse ‘of illriéss among the meén who 'bring the ‘cofiveys throud

‘the navy, men who ‘must bs: réady:f6r intense :f3 chtnnp before they set

;by exposure 1n llfe rafts or boats xor WOnv nerLodsoA

R

EREY

The medical - services of the Royal Canadian Nevy are in large part

sl
pald |

issue of the Canadian Medical Assccietion Journal, Surgéon=Captain Archi o

McCallum, 0.B.E., M,D., V.D., set forth the amount of time lost by men of

of

the North Atlantic, is no higher than that of workers in Canadian factori”'

Industry's generally -agcepted -pre-war average was from 9 to 9% days per
Captain McCallum!s Zepsyi comne: utir‘.....t.

"If industry be a yardstlck one must stlll _compare the hazards
encountered by those on active .sérvice, who &dre subjected to
inelement weather, slippery decks, crowded living quarters,

------ for the most p%rt the entire lack of home comforts and surro

the handling of heavy and dangerous esquipment and armament and:imvj

In the field of research the R,C,N, medical services has made Véhw

contributions, Among its developments recrntly announced 1s a formle
which reduces seasickness by 75%.

The remedy is in the form of a‘capsule Which ig taken by mouth mgww Y

two hours before sailing or in rough weather, 4d is efféctive for eigh
Additional capsules may ‘be taken.every eight hours fér two days and may
repeated if the subject has not reﬁovered by ther. The remedy is” ‘equal
effective for persons already scasick, It pzoduces no harmful results o
doés not reduce flghtlng efflCJercya‘ :

‘ The capsule is being’ marufactured int quantltv, but is not likely

" become avallable for civilian use Ln* 1. 1fte“ the war,

o W

ed
Its greatest service may be’in prrtec%:ng invasion troops c&rriton

£00
land,

Three ‘R.C.N, -medical ofticers alSo evolved methods of preventioed
treatment for "immersion foet", a’North"Atlantie’ Warfallment usually o

fis

Co-discoverer of insulin, m1th Q1r rJoderlck Banting, Actln 1 Y
)

’“*Gaptaln Charles Herbert Bost, R,C.NJV.R,, joined the Navy in June, 19 Fgi
"a Hénorary- Surgeon Lieutenant-Cg nnander and slnce ‘then- has been éngage
“important medical research work, '

The R,C,N, co-operates with ships of the United Nations N&Viessﬁﬂ
the seas of the world, Espécially:¢lase is the liaison with the navif

the United Klngdom and the Tnited Statesn

‘3 & Canada_- Unlted State;.;

The co-operation between Unlued States and Canadian Navn.es ie t'”'
Each maintains efflcers at Lhe otherls bQSea and at Washington and

€1‘ o} ‘ Corwettes fnr the UQS

e /

it eoﬂ&

!1511

ot

1he new corvcttec are being made fo the Royal Canadian NEVY’U‘ ﬁw
a0

~ Royal Navy andthe U.S. Navy, The first corvette to be built for the
Navy, 2 S 5. Danv111e was launched at 4 Montreal shipyard on Decembe

During the present war, the RU.Dh‘BS."Ot treaty of 1817 was Su’pLaI@’
the second ‘time in 125 years so that naval vessels built on the Gre# a190.
might be.armed béfore proceeding to the Atlantic, The' Agreement was it0
set aside during the First Great Wair to allow the U,S. to build Mosd¥
boats on the Great lakes,

During the period of the most severe submarine attacks off t 4
coast, Canadian Naval ships were placed undor U,S, Navy orders. 089
ships have operated in the Caribbean under U,S.N, command,




f”""iﬂdident‘ong,M,C;S;"ngville,~—This Canadian‘corvette was

_ racl® 0 0 T L F D TOPNAE : Bt CHeRRE
A i siavyiai n-wed co- adbLie

A most striking example of CanadiandU;S;4CO-operétion_;svfound in the
H,M,C.5 ‘ ' was® in convey in the
- Caribbean with ships of the Royal Netherland and U.S; NQVieéig" )
g oD e mreasadaOn The . NSO Tl
~_..An American flying boat, also proteécting~the conve§; sighted and

bombed ‘a’sSubmarine and signalled its position to the ships, OQakville sped to
the scene, shot away the -submarine!s main' deck gun, and dropped depth charges,
The German craft attempted t6 escape but the corvette followed her in the
tropical moonlight, rammed her three times, On the ‘third contact with the
. 'submarine, two of the Oakville's crew - ledped to the»Uaboatldéckl;aearched the

s ¢

- ship, took the crew prisoner, and ordered -them overboard.' ‘The Gérmans were

picked up by a U.S. destroyer, The;-submarine was SuﬁEQWSBF

ﬁ‘.- W,‘RQ'CQNAI_S,‘RE |

' The ﬁ¢hah@éﬂdivision;bf the~Royai Canadian Ne¥y Wwas' orgarized in June

"11942;2‘Shbrtly after the organizationgWaB'1auncheafB}OGQj?bpiigﬁﬁiOns were

‘received and a Naval elass of 70'completed:tfaiﬁingfwithig a few months,
Graduates are chiefly officers, petty.officers, clerical and domestic personnel
By November 26, 1943-there were more than 4,450 officers and""Wrens", the

.
3

majority tgkigg;basicﬂtraining at Galt; Ontaric, and others réplacing various
categories 'of Naval persomnel in shore establishments at Ottawatand.
Accommodations have beest made to recruit 100 each week,

L3 avadnd JERE dnéf£;q£fW;R;C.N.Syfﬁas‘béenﬁpostéd to Naval College and
another to Givenchy, both in British-columbi'.AfTheffirst_W,R.Q.N,S. plotter's
Course wag recently establishedy - i uc oot . 4

“WRENS" mus£ Bé;Brj#ishféﬁb&écts, 18-45 years of age without young
children or other dependents. and willing to'serve for the duration,

Officers are. commissioned:from.the ranks and must be 21 years of age
or more, while executive oTTigers must be 25 years of age, "WRENS" will
sventually hanglgﬁggsgingmfprhall~shorefestablishmentsé‘”- 2

.. Sea Cadets of Canada were organized 'in"1917, At May, 1941, there were
23°groups in this organization with:a total membership of ‘2,220, Up to that
time'this‘orgénization was_ supported by the Navy League of Canada but at that
_dité”the'NavaIiServices;began to fomteridti i, ast sk

There are nowlfifty;fullyq6fganizéd¢corps*in'all parts of Canada with

. & membership of more than 7,500 boys between the ages of 15 and 173, Thirty

More corps are in the process, of organization, By next June it is expected
t membership will have grown to 10,000, By next summer it will be 15,000,
Some of ' the Navy's best. officers and ratings-have received training in this
organization, Cadet experience has: shortened: the time necessary to train
avy recruits, More than 4,000 former Sea Cadets have Joined either the Navy
Or Merchant Marine since the outbreak of the war, His Majesty the King has

..+ Tecently consented to become Admiral of 'the'Sea Cadets; - '

1907 = 1914

The Canadian Navy came into being‘in 1910, with the transfer of two
:Eﬁiquated cruisers from the,Royal~thy;"During-the~yéars after Confederation,

| e 'attitude of the nemly-formed country toward the whole question of naval
. . Sefence had been negative,

‘ Canada wae concerned with other things - with
Uilding railroads across her great expanse of country, with opening up the
Prajries, developing her infant industries, 5

.. British sea-power was supreme. The British Navy proteéted the trade

‘Toutes’ of the world, for most of the trade routes led to British Colonies,




treserve, but all enlistments were to be voluntary, A Naval college and &
" Naval Board were to be set up, 'The Canadian Government would control it
. own Navy, but might place it at the disposal of ‘the British Government in
. erisis, subject to.approval by Parliament, " An initial'appropfigtion of

4% cOoRtrol of the Admiralty. for the duration of the war,

]

rdmplemerit 1t, o , _ . ol

-$10,000;000:was proposed,

Defence was reached between Great Britain, Canada and Australia, The RO
"Navy agreed to provide the necessary persorinel for administrational 8P% g,

-officers., The Naval Services and forces of each country were to be .
v control of their own'government, but training ‘and discipline were to nt D8
. with that of the fleet of the United Kingdom, and-officers and men mig;val‘
+ interchanged. Canadian end Australian navies were to havei their own ¥ 065
- stations, the limits of which were defined; 1In time of war, naval €% b

BT

At the Colonial Conference.of 1907, the Canadian delegates would ot
consider either a Navy for Canada or Canadian contributions to the British
Navy, in ships or in money,

‘But in ensuing years, when thé great German shipbuilding program s
seemed to threaten British supremacy aflodt, the-Canadian people ‘began to
of Naval Defence, In March, 1909, & general résolition was moved in the WWH
Canadian House of Commons to approve an expenditure for a Canadian Naval 5¢
to co-operate closely with the ‘Imperial Navy. This-féSoiutiqn,ng‘passed'

Naval Service Bill*

71101 P SN TPRNRATIR SO T TR, 6 ot
The Colonial Conferénce of 1907 had provided for & sibsidiary defoit |

conference, At the end of July, 1909, representativés_oﬁ the- English, Ca%;e
Australian and New Zealand Governments met in Londén to discuss naval defamm
and in Japuary'of 1910 as ‘& result of the conferemce a ‘Naval Sérviee Bil i
introduced into the Canadian House of Commons under the Government of Sif -
Wilfrid Laurier. This Bill followed the lines of agreements reached at e
Imperial Conference of 1909, Five cruisers and six destroyers were to
built, if possible in Canada, (otherwise in England) within six years, aﬂ¢u
divided between the two coasts, Personnel was to be partly permanent, P2

After a great deal of debate the bill was passed. Tenders for %5,
construction of.-ths proposed ships were.called for. To serve until the pent!
ships were built; two:6ld eruisers were purchased from: +the British Gover:n
the "Niobe" of 11,000tons, commissioned in 1899; and the‘smallér‘"Rainﬂ;élt
of 3,600 tons, commissioned in 1892, The dockvards at Halifax and ESQU%, .
were transferred from the -British Government to the Canadian Governmen

¥

Cheiey
use by the new Navy. Thus the Royal Canadian Navy first came into ex1f

Appointment of Sir Charles Kingsmill

Rear-Admiral C.E. (ater Sir Charles) Kirgsnill, K.N., who had P9%
lent to Canada during preliminary negotiations with the British Goveram®
became Director of Naval Servicé;for.Canada.z

G ; , o e 1
At the .Imperial Conference of 1911 a three-way agreement on Nave

)4
instructional duties, including the staffing of & training establishngder i;g;
u

of 'a Dominion which had been puta the disposal of the I_mperial'GO"er he
were . to-form an integral ‘part of the ‘British fleet and to remain: under

, polall o : : 5
The Royal Canadian Naval'Collegé was founded at Halifax, in 193111916'
It was shifted temporarily to the Royal Military College at Kingston aﬂ’to
after the great explosion in Halifax, and the following year moved ag
Esquimalt on the west coast. :

©- In 1911 the.Laurier Government went out of office on the i88U° owﬁ'

reciproeity, and Naval Defence was alloWed again to sink ‘into the bac one?éﬁf
The Naval Service Act remsined on the statute books, but nothing was 38!

' L i i
Although a number of tenders had been received to build the 5% g#

' Canadian warships, no tender was taken up, and ‘the naval shipbuilding .

. nevér. began,’
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panct

was fitted up for war, and put on patrol duty,

.. outfitted, the men were there to man them,

- Sent overseas for service in the Royal Navy,
- Wwere enrolled in the Royal Naval Air Serv1ces.
. took service,in the Royal Navy,

Navalgéld Bill

Conservative policy on the question of Naval Défence d1ffered from the
Liberal., Laurier's idea had been that a distinct Royal Canadian Navy should
be built, He felt thatthis program was consistent with his policy of Canadian
mtionalism, The Conservatives on the other hand felt that Canadian contrlbutwns
to the Imperial Navy would be more suitable. - The Conservative Prime "' ister,
8ir Robert Borden, in December 1912 dintroduced a Naval Aid Bill to proivide
$35,000,000 ‘to pay for three battleships for the British Navy. These ships
were to be returned to Canada if she' ever decided to build a navy of her own.
After long debate, the Bill was forced through the House of Commons in April
1913 by closure, but was thrown out by the Liberal majority in the Senate,

Meanwhile the Niobe and the Rainbow were allowed’ to become inactive,

;'Recrulting (with the shipg in dock) ceased anu the Navy was pretty well

-forgotten.

The month of August, 1914; found the Royal Cenadlan Navy with the
fOIIQWing personnel'

Officers Navad Oudets '“Ratiggg -

priicers TOTAL
RGN, gt s G LA, Pt 295
9 iy B8 alatinlie 3203 336

Not a very impressive ‘total, but’ immedlately after the declaration

. of war the men of the Naval Serv1ce swung into actlon to do What they could,

The chief work of the Canadian Navy in the First Great War, as in the
present conflict, was in convoy duty. Every vessel that' 'could be of use was
pressed into service, - The Niobe and Rainbow, which had been ihactlve, were
made ready for the fight again, And, indeed, they acqultted themselves very
Wellc

The Niobe, in 30,000 miles  of steamlng durlng the. flrst two yr.r8 of

‘war, captured numerous prize vessels, and the Rainbow, in 50, 000 miles (f

patrolling took as prlzea several German supply vessels.

Two submarlnes bullt for Chile were bought from a Seattle firm and

.Spirited out of the,United States past a blockade of U,S, warshlps, for the

United States was still neutral, The submarines were inspected and paid for
at sea, then put in service with the Royal Canadian Navy on the west coast,

Every type of fast motor launch, tug or yacht that could, be secured
Hullfax becume an important
naval centre for the Allies.

Men 1n the Nggz

T g <
b ;i?c \-f Do

Recruiting began agaln and as fast as the snlps COuld be found and

1,700 Canadian reservists were

580 Probationary, Flight-Lieutenants
Forty-three Surgeon—Lieutenants

The entire strength of the Royal Canadian Navy soon increased to 6,000,

But When the war was over the Canadian people want:. nnfhlng but to
forget it - to get back in civilian life and to dismantle the machines of war,
Immediately after the Armistice the Royal Canadian Navy was demobilized. 1In
1918 there were 5,978 officers and men in’the R,C.N.; by 1920 ‘there were only

. Sir Charles K1ngsm111 retlred in 1920, ‘and was succeeded by Com.ndore
(later Rear-Admiral) Walter Hose, who as commander of the Rainbow, had : en
With the Royal Canadian Navy from the beginning, He had retired from the
Royal Navy in 1912 in crder to allow him to become a Royal Canadian Navy man,
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. r DOTOILL . It was4mT920 also that the fleet which had been built up duri¥’p
' warmas disposed of, .The Nevy was in for soms \lean years, . .

| 10,1920 Oaisd recedvedas it from Biglangs ¢,
L VR TS Aurgra,'Six7yeap;old;cruiSer o o S
" " The Patrician, fburfYéap;old]deétroygr :

o | g g

iy ovvee v BIITE o THET Bt radies oM Poup. sl old-destroyer
RAgR ol SRS SA00H SCH.3ey duthaetby 2ot L7ER b
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: ‘ These comprised Canada's fleet, .In 1922 .the Aurora and the twoﬂ";
‘' . ° weresold, althéugh four minesweepers built during the wan were recomn

~ They were the Festibert and the Ypres, stationed on the East.Coast, ae
Armentieres and Thieyval on the Wsst, During 1922, R,.C.N, personneltowg
366 officers and men, . : v £ B e : @,f';*

In that year the Royal Canadian Naval College was closed., 150 of

e

.~} had graduated from t%e,Naval College., The classes had been small, put ¢
- standards-were of the highest, AP #
W " TR $ : o 4 B e ..‘

The fact that the Royal Canadian Navy had no pension system ﬂﬁT

men did-not stimulate interest in the Mavy as a career, This most unf?
situation was remedied in 1926,
5 o P A : i e . ) N I » _‘0
“._, . In this year also the' Patrician and the Patriot were decommi§%'
The British Admiralty lent the R.C,N. two nine~year old destroyers, E@ww
'Champlgin and the Vancouver, pending the construction of two new des

B
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, “In 1922 Lhe title ofthe highesi ranking’ Navel officer in thimem

Nayal Serice was qLanT? Tron pirdéctor of Naval Service to.Chief ©
Staff, : = e T ;

n
tangtdile mineswegper Thiepval was lost during 1930 when it struck Ziw
] unchapted‘roqk in' Barkley Sound, B.C, The ninesweeper Ypres Was,Plac
reserve in 1932 and hér sistér ship, the Festubert, three years later ﬂ#
s & o . i

e:
rias i 1991 to now destroyers, H.M.C.S. Saguensy and H.M,C,S. Sy
‘ ° commissioned. Contrary to the original plan to return them to Engla?
o3 * Vancouver and the Champlain were also retained, 1, NOU

Appointment of Commodore Nelles | Wﬁ

4 ;i o - 1(‘1"41’; 1 8

- of Naval Staff, Commodcre (now Vice-Admiral) Nelles, T~ 155C'" '"“éamﬂﬁ ,
them a renewal of interest in fiaval defence., With each year of the eﬂf;l‘
possibility of another great war grew stronger. When the seventeenﬁyom

. % ; e n ”
cruisers Vancouver and Champlain were judged no longer capable of :czh@&ﬂ B

Rearnﬂdmirmi,Hbée, retired in 1934 and was. "neendad by the pr

ation, and taken out of service in 1936, the Canadian Government & 8y

. of the Naval Staff approved the purchase of two new destroyensu.'fbiraﬁ # i
‘aplece the Cygnet ard the Crescent, renamed respectively the St. L2 ¢0 % b
“the Fraser, were purchased from the Admiralty, These ships had beenﬁml’y‘h
in 1932 and were of & class akin to the Skeena and Saguenay,. On arrthaEg
Canadian waters the Fraser was based in the West, the St, Laurent in A
This was 28T : , ‘4 ﬂ& :

3 i imz
’ That same year 8aw the dominion shipyards,bvqy ¢+ h st oul n??;g)tw
the Gaspe, Fundy, Nootka and. Comox, ‘and (to.be usol ag g training &b ‘
143-foot schooner Venture, r | B Lo ARMRA ’ ooy ﬂﬂﬁ

The followifig year two destroyers similap to the others iB
Servier war- =irchar<4 from England at a cost of $817,500 each.
were given the names Clbawa and Restigouche,; As hac ‘been seen, hewﬁ%f
been adopted of calliiig L_jeA$an Arclidyers alter Canadianiivers; U
were after Canadian bays, Py g 5 ik

he b
tsa 5%
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During the surmer-months, Canacda's peacctime Navy toured Canadian
ports, They took aboard reservists for short, intensive training courses,
covering diseipline, seamanship, engine-room duty, gunnery, torpedo, wireless,
signals, searchlight naval routine, and tactical exercises under seagoing
conditions, :

During the winter, Canadian destroyers took part with ships of the
Royal Navy in intensive exercises and manceuvres in West Indian waters.

In 1934, reserve strength consisted of:

Royal Canadian Naval Royal Canadian

Volunteer Reserve Naval Reserve
Officers 73 40
Ratings 899 149

Canada's Marine Position

As the 1930's drew to a close, and the possibility of another World
War began to emerge from a confused world scene. Canadian interest in marine
power quickened, All over ‘the world the experte debated the poaition « f the
Navy in modern war, But there were reasons other than the threat of war which
made it clear that Canada must have a competent Naval force of her own,

Canada's economy is based upon the exchange of the commodities of which
she has great surpluses for commodities of other countries which Canada lacks.
To prosper, Canada had to become a great trading nation. In 1939 Canada was the
fifth trading nation in the world, During the year ending March 31, 1939,
116,987 vessels of 90,161,573 tonnage entered ard left Canadaan ports., Of these
ships 27,500 vessels of 31,353,871 tons were seagoing, and 73,586 vessels of
45,386,457 tons were coastwise., Besides this shipping, the deep sea fishing
industry averaged around $40 millions per year.

Canada, as a maritime power, needed a Nevy to protect her shipping.
But it is difficult to obtain parliamentary appropriations for defence projects
in peacetime., Naval appropriations for the six years before thé war were:

l933’34.-aoowo~oo.--acoco-o.$2,[4225000
34-3‘5‘000v000-0‘¢-oo¢0~0-ooouo 2,222)000
35-360'0005000000«».uuc;ooo 2,395\000
36-370'0.0-000‘00tA¢-‘ooco.o 4—)853<OOO
37-38-0..00000.000000t0.0 4,4853000
38"39ooro.onooc.o..ooc.oao 6,639;000
It will be seen from these figures that, although they increased year

by year, the scope of the R,C,N, at the beginning of the war was most limited,

The entire cost of the Navy in 1939, just before the outbreak of war,
Was less than half the cost of the Harbonr ™*4~- I at. 1, 8Still, the Naval
Staff made such preparations as +' .y could for the battle whnee comin_ “ppeared
More plain before them eanrl .,,
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