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CHAPTER. 1.
ON THE CALLING OF THE LITTLE
OX1S TO CHRIST.
¢ SiniTte parvulos venire ad me,
tahuzr. est enim regnum ccelorum.” (St.
Matt. xix. 14.)

¢ Suffer little children, and forbid
them not to come to me, for the king-
dom of hcaven is of such.”

Such are the words of Jests Christ,
our sovereign pastor and heavenb
teacher, in the school of our Gop, which
he spoke to his disciples and to the mul-
titude,when little children were brought
beforc him by their parents for him to
lay his hands on them. And our holy
Afaster, and sweet Lord (according to
St. Mark x. 16.) embracing them, and
laying his Innda upon them bleased
the am, and said, “ Amen, I say to you,
whosoever shall not receive the king-
dom of Gon as a litile child, shall not
enier into 1t (Ibid. v. 13.)
azain, according to St. Matthew, hie said
to the adults, * unless vou be converted
and become like litide children, you
shal! not enter into the kingdom of hea-
ven.”

2. O good shcypherd, and sweet mas-
er, how sweetly dost thou speak, and
how truly dost thou teach, and in few
words show to all men, that the right

way of going to the k mfdom of Gopis
by the way of hmm‘m'

o . 4 e . pom o e > - . —

And!

| Matt. xi. 29.)

eV
the innocent. For Gob resisteth the
proud, but giveth grace unto the hum-
ble” (James iv. 6.) now in this pre-
sent life, and glory in that which is to
come.

In all the zood then which you d&,

or speak, or tlnnL do not withdraw from
humility, lest you lose all that you do,
—for no good works avail unless they
be founded in humility, and suffused
with the honey of charuy, and done
with a pure intention for the honour of
Gop. Beware of pride, which is the
deep pit of all vices, and the ruin of
all virtues. Be thou innocent and guile-
less as a litile child, pure from all ma-
lice, and thou wilt be beloved of Gon
and of me, and at peace with thyself.

e
CHAPTER II.
CF IMIE DOCTRINIE OF JESUS AND HIS
HUMILITY.

1. ¢ Discite a e,
** quia mitis sum. et humilis corde.

inguit JEesvs,

(St

¢ Learn of me,” saith Jusvs, ¢ be-
cause I aimn meek, and humble of heart.”
Oh, humility—the virtue ol Christ, how
dost thou confound the pride of our
vanity, who desire to be praised for a
little good, and refuse to be blamed for
the many evils we have done ! O sweet
‘Jesv, who hast borne sa many evils for

t
These holy w ords console the hum- 1us, nho hast done none, and who 1 ‘:t
conferred on us innumerable blessing#
which we deserved not, nor are wort)n“‘-

ble and the poor
and the rich. 1 ut comfort thc simple and "

<

: rebuke the proud;

4
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to receive ! Ior all that thou hast done
for us is of thy grace aad boundless
merey, and yet thou still continuest to
vouchsafe, every day, by coaring us in
our crimes, and by blessing ns with)
many blessings ! Thanks be unto thee,;
O most mereiful Gop, for ever, but woe
unto us for our ingratitude, lukewarm-
ness, and pride, notwithstanding all thy
benefits and promises !

———e e
CHAPTER IIL

ON THE PURITY AaD SUBLIMITY OF
THE APOSTLE ST. JOIIN.
1. *“ Ecce puer meus electus, quem

vlegi”  (Isal. hi. 2.) ,

“ Behold my beloved servant w hmnf
i have chosen.” '

What gave to the blessed Apostlei
John sc clear an intellect, and made him ,
so beloved by our Lord Jesus (Jhrlst,2
that he should understand aund write®
such lofty mysteries of Gon, far bevond
all the doctors i the world ¢

It was his great purity of mind and:
body, his perfect charity, burning to- |

wards God and his neighbour, not in
word only and speecch, but in deed and
in truth. For this he himself testifieth
openly in his epistle, when writing of
this twefold charity. But if ye can-
not rise with St. John the Evangelist te
the contemplation of such exalted mys-
teries of the Holy Trinity, yet be zea-
lous in meditating and following thc‘
humility and patience of Christ wiﬂx‘
the sick Lazarus. And though vou may |
not be able to fly up with St. Paal to

CHAPTER 1V,

ON THE SANCTITY AND EXCELLEXNCE
OF TIHE APOSTLE PAUL.

1. ¢ Vas electionis mihi est.” {Act.
ix. 15.)

“ This mon is to me a vesscl of elec-
tion.”

Who is it 1nade St. Paul so great and
exalted in the sight of Gop?

it was his contempt of the world and
all earthly things, his self-denial and
mortihication of the flesh, and his cast-
mg away all temporal honour, and,
more than these, his perfect love of
iop and his neighbour, by serving
Christ in this w oxld for no earthh gain,

or self-advantage.

Among all the many revelations made
{to him b\ God, what did lie teach the
: most often or impress the most constant-
Iy to the faithful at Rome, Corinth, Ga-
latia, or all over the world? I[ was
Ir%s Christ, and him crucified for us,
for whem hc desired to suffer many
things, and feared not to die, for the
l\o.mux and love of his name. lHe bore
tabout in his body and his heart daily
the marks of his passion.

e . st

CHAPTER V.
ON THE GREAT HUMILITY OF ST
FRANCIS.
1. « This is he who despised the iite
of the world.”™ (Ant. Zecl.)
‘ Hic est qui contempsit vitam mun-

de.”?

What made the humble St. Francis
so devout and so neloved of Gobp in this
lzfo, and so exalted in glory ? Verily

the third he'nens, yet learn to weepiit was his profound humhtv, and be-

and implore forgiveness with the blessed |
Mary M.a_"dak‘nc at the feet of JEsus

' dml_\

cause in all the divine blessings and
exercises he hare about with
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him the passion of Christ; and with ajof God be in thy heart and in thy

mind filled with love, mourned over the
wounds of his sorrosw, meditated there-!

on most deeply, wept over them most
bitterly, and loved most burningly.

and on such as daily cultivate the pas-
sion of Christ.

For the truly humble considers not
himself as such ; neither does he lift
himself up for the good he may do ;.
but he estecms himself viler than
others, and truly confesses that he is.
below all.
and weeps ; but w hen he sces another’s |
good he rqmceth thereat, for which he:

zll]Ohlll

all’! :

The heart cannot long rest

' still, for either it imagineth good or evil ;
“either it turneth to sorrow or joy, like

For ;the vane that is moved by the wind.
great grace is conferred on the humble,

Wherefore, that evil may not rush in
suddenly qnd stain thee¢, sow therein
‘holy words, like clean grains, in thy

‘hcalt, and turning them diligently there,

convert them into food. Q would that
\oux cood words and prayers were as
many as thine evil words; that thou
xcﬂcctod and meditated on as much good

i1e looks upon all his evil, xas thou hast thought on what is wicked

iand hurtful.
Open thy heart to Christ, and closc

praiscth and blesseth (:OD praying that it to the devil, that thy soul may be in

ITe may have mercey upon hun, and free |
him from all his evil.

I
c1sPTEY VI

ON GOOD TIHOUGHTS AGAINST EVIL.

I. “Vade retro, Satana.” St. Mati.
xvi. 23.)

“ Go behind me Satan.™

As a soldier of Christ, address these
words to all the cvil phantoms of the
devils for they are the holy words and
works of Christ.

Wherefore, against the fierv darts of
the flesh, call to mind Christ’s bitter
wounds. Against the weariness of heart
let the sweet name of Jests be everin
ihy mouth. Against all wicked suspi-
cions and indignation towards others.
think of all the faults thou hast com-
mitted from thy first birth till now, and
cease to be angry.  Let all thy good be
common with others, and done for the |
praise of Goo ; but inapute thy evii to:
thyself alone, and turn thee 10 more.
fervent amendment.

2. When vou rest from external la-
hour, forthwith let a psalm o1 the praisc

heaven, not on earth.  Christ <peaketh

1o thec in every word of Gop, and
‘every book written with the finger of

the loly Spirit.  For whatsoever you

‘read, or write, or understand of the
holy Seriptures, is the consolation of a

{aithful soul in tribulation, and a reme-
dy against the poison of the dervil, and

,1ccall the heart of a wandering mmd to

its Gop in heaven.
[ ]

[
CHAPTER VIL

OX THF SEORT DURATION OF EVERY-
THING UNDER HLAVEN.

1. “ Vanitas omnis hoino vivens.”
{ Ps. xxxii. 6.)

“ All men living 1s vanity.” e is
to-day, and to-morrow isnot to be found.

The rich and the poor perisheth, the
vouag and the old ; as the fair perisheth,
so does the swarthy ;- as the learned, so
fthe unlearned.

Great and small, noble and base, lord
and servant, seperior and subject alike
“perish.

Honours perish, and reputation pas-
scs away ;. as the scholar se the masetr,
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as the clerk so the layrnan, as the canon hac mundo “ et omnia possxdentes "
50 the monk. | cumn Chrlsto (2 Cor. vi. 10.)

The theologian passes away, and soy ¢ As having uoxr'ms:,” in this world,
the astronomer, the physician and all;“ and possessing all things,” with
that are skilled in any art.  Behold, all } Christ.
things perish, but to love Gop and lnc O holy poverty of spirit, to be be-
justly ! *loved above all the honours and riches
ol this world, which Christ taught and
{ept unto the end of his life, and for-
CHAPTER VIHI. "suok all things entirely, for our example.

For this, how many wise and noble,
OXN THE DEVOTION OF THE HOLY KING  how many ‘rich and powerful have for-

3 DAVID IN PRAYER. saken all to follow Christ, and made a

. QUI’S enim in omnibus sicut Da- i voluntary choice of it, for tne sake of
V’d fidelis.”  (Ant. Eccl.) ’the ngcwn of heaven ?

“ For who among all was as faithfnl O how gveat is the lierty of the pure

o
gsoul that, for the love ofJLsL desireth

————— e

David,” hastening to the kingdom of
the hemenlv king ? In the day he was | o have none of the pomp and circum-
a brave so‘mer,ﬁrrhtmfr against his ene- i zance of this vain world !

mies, and in the night, a devout monL,, Verily, what great security of con-
praying with sighs and tears for the sins I science, and joy of heartit istolivein
he had committed. But, above all, he]sub]cmm and obedience, and for the
poured out his grateful “‘"‘“*5 o (’Od 'sake of Jrsvs Christ erucified to deny
for the innumcrable mercies specx.ﬂl_\ -

N : C ‘onesell even unto death ?
vouchsated to him, and for all others. () how heavenly is the manna, hid to
conferred on every creature whom he i the proud, but revealed unto the hu-

Lad wenderfully created and acorned ! blc. growing up in the innocent, and

to the glory of his holy name. tasted by the dev out, who for their spe-

And yet, lest pride 1-11"htueop in for i cnl consolstion w oxsh") Christ who
the good he had receiv cd, he calls out{ yfered and was c;uumd {or them !
in I*1~ praise . - Not to us, O Lord. not |
1o us,but to thy name give glorv.’™! ——
(Ps. exiu. 1-9. } And lest he should - CIIAPTER X
fall under hisa (.mer:krw\ he exclaims : o o
“Be thou my helper,” O Lord, fmsakc ON THE SIMPLE BROTHER'S STUDY OF
me not.””  (Ps. xxvi. 9.) And lest he | THE PASSION OF' CHRIST.
shouid be ever ungrateful, he says:
* Blessrd be the name of the Lord,
from henceforth, now, and for cver..

« Salus tua ezo sum, dicit Dominus.”
(Ps. xIvii, 7.)

¢ T am thy salvation, saith the Lord.”

ar o o amm

{Ps.exil. 1. i The simple and innocent brother
“findeth more sanctity and  purity, and
o ——“—
more knowledae and prudence, against
CHAPTER IX. all the wickedness of the devil, the er-
G% FOVERTY OF SPIRIT FOR ¢ HRIST s rors of the world, and the filth of ncc.\
SAKE. in the life and vassion of aur Lord.tha

1. Tanquian nihil habemes™ in does the lofty <pr~culntor and subtle d).s-
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putant, in the consideration of the whole
mechanism of the world.

Let us learn, then, to imitate the life
and passion of Christ ; for to speculate
on the machine of this world, without
Govn’s praisc and glory, is vanity and
folly ; and it is better to pray humbly
to Gop, than scarch subtiiely iuaio hea-
ven.

2. Foritis the part of Gon, who
created ail, to govern all; but it is the
part of man to keep his commandments,
and to beware of sin. We should all
be saints.if we did these things : but
because there are many who do them
not, and live not well, therefore do
many ¢vils happen to them by the just
judgment of God.

Fly, then, from the worid, my bro-
ther ; enter with gladness into thy
cloister, and in soundness follow Christ
by the strait and narrow way.

It is good for thee to enter heaven
with one eye, rather than with two te
be cast into hell, where, for all thy
wicked deeds, there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth for ever. Alas

for them !
[

CHAPTER XL
ON SINCERITY IN MANY VIRTUES.

i. ¢« Estote rationabiles sine dclo.”

“ Desire the rational milk without
guile.” O sweet and holy word, that
cometh from the mouth of St. Peter the
Apostle ; for these following are most
pleasing unto Gop and his angels ; chas-
tity with bumility ; knowledge without
being puffed up; prudence without
presumption ; eloquence without vain
glory ; gladness without extravagance ;
sorrow without bitterness; patience
svithout murmuring ; speaking without

falsehood ; replying without deceit;
promises fvlfilled without proerastina-
tion ; praisc without vituperation ; love
without wvice ; prayer without weari-
ness ; gratitude to Gop for all good,
without end; meditation without wan-
dering ; contemplation without obscu-
rity ; work without defilement ; repose
without sloth; the urion of the soul
with Gop, without intermission.

¢ Behold a true Israelite, in whom
therc is no guile.” <O how good is
Gop unto Israel, unto such as are right
of heart’”  Say, then, with David in
the Psalm ; cast aside 2li earthly good,
and with all thy heart pray with him,
saying : It is good for me to adhere un-
to Gop; it is good for me to put my
hope in the Lord.” (Ps. xlvi. 7.)
“ Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven.” I wish, I desire nothing
but Thee, O Lord, alone, for all my la-
bour, and my teward in heaven. Amen. .

CHAPTER XIL

ON THE PRAISE OF GOD,OUT OF TIHE
MOUTH OF THE JUST.

c——————

|

 Rectos decet laudatio.” ( Ps. xxxiv.

1.)
“ Praise becometh the upright.”?
Blessed is he who docth all things

with a pure intention, simply for the

praise of Gon.

Blessed 1s he who at 2all times direet-
eth his heart to the good pleasure of
Gop, and seeketh after no private con-
venience in the end.

Blessed ishe who casteth far from
him all the impure idols of the enemy,
but in his straits flies humbly to tne
arms of Christ crucified, and prays.

Well shall he go on, and Jesus shall
be with him, whithersoever he .goeth,
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till he come mth hnn to his etmval Few words are enough for our peed :
country. many words are superflucus - words of
2. O sweet name cf Jrsus, above the | levity bring on vanity ; word, of curio-
names of ail the saints in heaven or on ;sity bring in detraction 5 hacsh words
“earth, to which every knee shall bow,: excite trouble ; haughty words beget
of thmgs in heaven, of things on ealth, cpride ; simple \\md show humility
and of things ander the ealth of angels words of truth bring pleasantness:
and men'! twords of falschood provoke indigna-
Thou art the way of the just,the glory tion; geod words deserve praise ; evil
of the blessed, the hope of the poor, the ; w ords dexu\epmnshmem ; a holy life
health of the sick, the lover of the de- <eserves cternal glory. Wherefore, he
vout, and the comforter of all in tribu-, that keepcth a ‘wood wateh over his
Iaaon ‘hcart watcheth over the door of his
Be unto me my help and my protec- life, ost he lose the grace of interior
tor in my need, for thy holy names’s'devotion, by the carclessness of his ox-
sake, which is blessed for ever. | ternal Spped)
* When I am poor, I shall praise thee ; |
when I am sorrowful, T shall, praise —
thee. | CHAPER XIV.
When I am joyful, I shall praise thee ] )
wheresoever 1 may be, I shall praise ON TREQUENT PRAYER.

thee. Amen. * Quoniam oportet semper orare.”

(S8t. Luke xviii.)

e ¢ That we ought always to pray.”
) . O how sweet and salutary an admo-
CHAPTER XIlil. }nition- how pure and holy is prayer,
ON KEEPING A STRICT WATCH OVER | { touching the heavens, and dcqemn«r the

carth ; speaking with Gon, but silent
with men'

1. ¢« Cor mundum crea in me, Deus.” This same word Christ teacheth to
(Ps. 1.12.) his Apostles, and to all religious.  For
¢ Create in me a clean heart, O God.’ | as the body liveith and is nourished by
This prayer is very profitable and | carthly food, so is the soul strengthened
powerful against every vice, whether|by sacred words, by prayers, and by
of long temptation, or rushing sudden- | meditation.  Great sorrow of heart for
1y into the heart. sins committed, and humblc confession
Nothing is isore laborious, but at the | of thy sins, with a firm resolution of
same time morc useful than to kecp the |amendment, give great confidence to
heart from vain imaginings, and the!prayer; for nothing is so rich as a good

THE HEART AND LIPS,

mouth from idle words. will, nor so acceptable to Gon, nor so
Nothing is more f{ruitful, than to give | salutary to our salvation.
one’s self to spiritual exercises, in pray-| For as often as you pray to Gop, so

er or meditation, in study or singing |often do you sigh and moura ovir your
psalms, or in doing the works of chari- |sins; and because you sin daily, there-
%~ willing mind. fore you ought daily to pray and mourn,
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and implore forgiveness for thine of- |exalted high above sense and intelleet.
fenccs. This no on¢ can give unto thee, nor

2. You pray much, if you mourn:take way, but the only Gop, the Crea-
much ; you pray little, if you mourn!tor of all, the Judge of the living and
little.  You obtain little, if you give 'the dead, that rendereth to every one
but little attention to what you read and | according to his works.
sing. i Wherefore, in order to follow after,

In many things there is access, but i deserve and eternally obtain this king-
daily prayer, a groaning of the heart, | dom, we must strive with fortitude ; we
with the fervour of the Holy Spirit, lmust pray fervently ; fast often; sigh
purgeth away all languor. He that pray- Voften; mourn often; confess often ;
eth not, nor mourneth over his daily | communicate often ; we must minister
faults, increaseth his punishment in the : devoutly ; celebrate the adorable mys-
world to come. Be not, then, slothful | teries devoutly ; sing Pszlms devoutly ;
in prayer, nor in devout thanksgiving jwe must study diligently ; we must
to God, who never ccaseth to shower | keep silence strictly ; we must serve
down his blessings upon us. gladly ; we must obey readily.

3. Wherefore, no place, no time, no| 2. We must bear all things patiently
work, no laljour, no sorrow, ought to jwe must cast out all carnal desire in-
prevent us from praying, upon whom istantly ; we must shun all worldly in-
the eyes of Gop are ever open, here |tereourse particularly; we must fly
and everywhere, for cver. from all that is base ; follow all that is

For as often as you call to mind the | honourable ; hate all that is vicious;
Lord your God, and mourn , so often do { love all that is vtrtucus; we must cut
youspeak with him in secret and prayer. : off all that is earthly, and cleave sov-

If you cannot do so always with your 'ranly to all that is heavenly.
mouth, yet youcan and ought in mind:  This is the way of the heavenly life ;
and desire to call upon Gop, tosigh and , and the form of the renunciatien of this
to weep before him. For he ever pray- ! world in a religious state ; that leadeth
eth unto Gop who thinketh what is good, 1 the little children, the meek and the
speaketh what is good, and docth what ' chaste, to the beatitude of eternal life,

1s good, for the honour of Gop. Amen. ; and to the glory of the saints, to be en-
joyed with Chyist, for all cternity.

“Amen.
N i rey ‘ﬁ - -
CHAPTER XV. . END OF THE MANUEL FOR THE LITTLE ONES.
ON DESERVING TIE REWARD OF - LT DI el TTTIIoITTS
ETERNAL LIFE. - . -
i Reading Room ¥olice !
I. « Ecce merces vestra multa est i ; _
ceelo.” (St. Matt. v. 12.) : .
« Por vour row ... ' HE SUBSCRIBER begs leave to nelfy
or yout reward is very great hea- ; the Peblic, that he has refitted ap in con-
ven !” | nexion with the Exchange Reading Raoin, the

10V i 1 | READING ROOM lately occupied by Mr. Keef-
All present joy is short, and, alas | ! ler, and that he is now ready to receive subseyi-

involved in much evil, but the kingdom bers at the rate of Tunrer Dorrrs per annum.
of Gonis ever full of joy, and is eternal,{ March 7. 2w.  GERRISH i 'TTs. .
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Dialogue of the Novices.

Four Chapters from the Dialogue of!
the Noviees.

BY THOMAS A KEMPIS.

THE PROLOGUE.

“Gather up the fragments that re-
main, lest they be lost” {St John vi. 13),
said Christ to his disciples. For when
the omnipotent and merciful Lord had
filled five thousand men with five loaves
and two fishes, he ordered the fragments
that remained to be gathered up lest they
should be lost. In amystic sense, these
fragments are the words of the doctors,
and the example of good men, which
ought often to be deeply thought of|
and diligently noted and gathcred up in
the books and tablets of the heart,as
those were in baskets.

Urged by this consideration, for the
exhortation of the novices, with Gop’s
help, I have thought to nute downin
this work some few of the admonitions
and examples of my predecessors ; to the
end that those who hear those good
things may give greater praise to the
highest Goo from whom all good pro-
ceeds; and that many, reading these

things may be the more inflamed unto
the contempt of the world.

—————

Tue Novice. 1. I pray thee, most
dear Father, for the love of Jesus Christ,
to take a watchful charge over me,—to
teach me what is salutary, to correct
my excesses with severity, to apply
timely remedies to my passions; and if

you know of uny good cxample, to pro-
pose it for my imitation: for to this end
have I left the world, and the things
that are in the world, that in a retigious
state I may more fully learn the will of
Gop, aud actso as I may live more sc-
cure from the temptations of this life,
till, having finished my course I may de-
serve to obtain the reward of cternal
blessedness with the faithful of Chuist,

2. For I resolve, from this time to
come, to order my whole life to the ser-
vice of Gop, and to conzummste the lit-
tle time that yet remains unto me in
the state of religion.  Wheretore, be-
hold me ready to undergo all labour, to
acquiesce, in thine admonitions, and to
comply with the rules of my elders, set
forth for my salvation and progress, as
becomes the noviciate, and the state of
religion requires.

—————

THAT DISCOURSE OF GOD IS VERY PRC-
FITABLE TOTHENEWLY CONVERTED.

1. Tue Senior.  With pleasure I lis-
ten to thy words; and as far as I can do
thee good, I shall comply with thy re-
quesi.  And may the grace of the Holy
Spirit be with me now, that I may speak
worthily, and our converse be pleasing
to Gon, and profitable to cur neigh-
bours.

If there be agreat art in teaching, it
1s to propose just things duly, and to
confirm them by sacred testimony. I
wish to talk with thee somewhat of Gov,
and of the servants of Gop; that frc

Lthe hearing thereof, comfort may cor.
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to you, and an increasc of reward tome | Let us pray then, to the Lord; that he
from such discourse. I trust in the Lord may lift up the light of his countenance
Jesus, that hismercy may not be want- upon us, and keep us from ail evil deeds,
ing to our prayers, who hath promisel ::md idle words; let us sit at the feet of
that He will be present with those that: Jesus, with Mary Magdalene, hiearken-
. . . e i . N , .
speak of him, saying: ¢ Woere there ingto his words (Luke x. 39), which
are two or three gathered togetler in my can save our souls : and in all our works,
. . ' . .

narme, thare am 1in the midst of then.”  let us show forth the good-will of Gon.
(Matth, avin. 20.) ' Tur Noviee. 1. ‘Thou hast comfort-

2 Foritis now as when his two dis-  ed me, and instructed me, by words and
ciples were walking and discoursing of | by the best examples. *Oa! that |
him in the way, he sppeared unto them | may heep my ways, so that I may not
in the likencss of a strenger, and said:ioffend with my tongue.” May all my
“ What are these discourses that you : goings be directed ever in the sight of
hold onz with annther, as you walk, and {my Gon. Be not then angry with my
are sad 7”7 (St. Luke xxiv 17) ¢ Aad | questions, but tell, I pray thee, how

they said, concerning Jests of Naza-
reth,” (ver. 19.)

See how mercifully our Lord came
unte them in their sadness, and joined
them in presence. And because they
spoke not of worldly matters, but of ihe
works of their Saviour, therefore they
deserved to be comforted by him, and
moreover, to be instructed in the divine
Scriptures ; for presently they were so
wondrously inflamed with the love of
Christ, that they declared, in the won-
der of the light that flowed from his sweet
discourse: * Was not our heart burning
within us whilst he spoke in the way, and
opened unto us the Scriptures 77 (St.
Luke xxiv. 32.)

For as good conversation enkindles
the heart of the pious to a love of hea-
venly things, and makes the fruits of
virtue generate therein,so vain discourse
corrupts good manners, loses the grace
of Gob, quenches devotion, stains the
consoience, and scandalises others.

one may «ome to the coniplete centempt
of this world, and become the true dis-
ciple of Christ ?

2. For I sece many leave the world,
and yet return into a worldly life, 1
observe others, who have taken upon
them the religious habit, yet languish
away ifrom their former fervour. Some
who open up the Church unto others,but
who taste not of the sweetness thereof
themselves. Some, tou, I notice, who
are carried away with external things,
and by degrees decline to a perilous and
huriful license. 1 pray thee, then, do
not let me wander without the orbitof
perfection, but teach me plainly what to
avoid and what to hold.

———e——

HOWTO HOLD TO GOOD EXAMPLE AND
TO SHUN BAD.

Tue Sextor. 1. The good disciple
is ever ready to acquiesce in his master’s
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dertuke anything contrary to his  judg-
ment ; but studies to preserve humility,
fulfil obedience, des :rve thanks, 10 hold

and

rashly lu Ut~

peace, tokeepa good conscience;
mcrease lus glory.

For he that lend
awd knowledze in the beginmnz,
casily go astray. but shall
bles:cd end, when his short 1ol s over.

Is iz ear to wisdem

cannot

rejorce . oa

The more he advancas in virtue.

more <hall s wisshun increase ; and the

more humbly shall he bhow 1o his

r.ors:

Forthe tree timat raises its goadly

branches aloft nto the wir most have its . et}

roots deeply set in the =il below, lest it
fall, and be rooted up.

Letnot therclore
overcast thee, but put 2
Gon; forsake thy owr will, and bow thy-
self down in true bumility. Tor the:
Lord shall be at 1}, side,—*who pro-
tecteth them that walk 1n simpheity™
(Prov. 7): and who revealeth his'
things untc the humble.

0

~

sudden  fear
trust in:

anv
firm

But that you may the better per-

- = em———

the

sube-

cate ior, as Christ
Voide is the gate, and
that leadeth to de-

“in at the narrew

hath witnessed, ©
broad is the wey
straction, and many 13:(1'(' are who zo
on thereat?? (st Matthovii 130

Woe unio tiiose the

sy
[N

epart from the
ot

4o

Lord their Gion. and return uni
that 15, unto this world, darkened by
sins, that they way feed upon the fiesh-

\Pl :

-pots that gui. 2y perish.
But, * Blessed is the man that {ear-
“eth the Lord: who meditateth in his
law day and nizhi that he meay walk 1
(\P.\. 1D

the mereiful Lord desert-

his ways.”

. Morcover,
1 not his own, but, as the good Shen-
herd, comforieth his sheep, who hear
his voice and fuollow him even usto
death, chooscinz rather to die in the
conflict of temptation, than to consent
unto sin, and to return bascly unto the

"o such he hath said : ¢ Fear

{
!
'
{
0

s world.
not, little flock, for it hath pleased your
{ Father to give { St
, Luke 11. 323
{under such a shepherd. to fight for that
i cternal kingdom which He has promised

sou a kingdom.”
Why will vou fear then,

severe in what is zood, take thy rule Of’ to give unto you *—vea. and wiil do as

life from those who are better than thy-
self ;
more learned ;
experienced, and with the devout hold

search out wisdom from those
seck counsel from the

converse.

If you should see some wandering
from the way of truth. and going after

Satan, do not imitate those that perish, ! ness.

but study rather,to be the more emu-
lous of the good and ferveni. Seck to
be saved with the few. **2nd enter ve

Ihc hath promiscd. And not only hath
he promised that he witl give future joys
lin the place of this world’s contempt,

but even in this present life he zives to
those that serve him. the consolation of
the Holyv Spirit, which is far better and
more sweet than all this world’s glad-
For often to those that pray, he
pours in the grace of devotion; and to
those that medtate on the law of Gob,
he opens the light of understanding;
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so that haviag tated of the sweetness Whence our lovingz Master said to his
of the spirit, the flesh and the world chosen disciples: * You are they who
scein wholly vile.  Wlhenee the Lord have continued with nic fn my tempta-
saith to those that perfectly renouree tions: and I dispese o you. as my Fa-
this world : = very one that hath left ther hath disposed to me, o kingdoia;
house, or biethren, or sisters, or father. that you may eat wnd drink at my tobic
or mother, or wife, or children, orlands, in my kingdom.” {5i Maut. xai. 28,5
for my namc’s seke, shall receive an Tue Novicn. 1. What thou hast
hundrea-fold . and shall possess life said picaseth me s for © am comforied
cverlasting.”™ ( St. Matth. xix. 29.) “in these words, I am comiured in the

3. But because that many seck afier Lord, and in the hope of eternal dife,
vain consolations, and turn away to ex- for which I labour, and breathe new
ternal objects, thereiore do they not feel [joy fully.  +- For T reckon, that the suf-
the grace of devotion, nor deserve to ferings of thistime are not worthy to
reccive  the  heavenly illumination. be compared with the glory to come,
Wherefore, the most sure way of pleas-; that shall be revealed in us.” (Ad.
ing Gop,—and what is meritorious of Rom. viii. 18.) And verily to those
greater grace and glorv,—is to fly :that faithfully serve Gon, it shall be
the worid, toleave vour friends, to des—é well with them now, and they shall re-
pise temporal things, to assume astrieter * ceive still greater things in the time to
life, to renounce your own will, to live .come. For “we know that to them

in obedience, 10 be continually employ- i that love Gow, all things work together
. J -
¢d.to macerate the flesh by watehing | ynto good,” (Id. v. 28.]—doth

T |
and f{asting, to apply carnestly to read- ! 1o come.
ing and prayver, to strive daily against
temptationsand vices, to loathe the pre-

things

2. Wherefore, 1 beseech thy clemen-
¢y, that you may cenfirm my wavering
‘ ~ ~
sent, to long after the eternal, to see ' yind by thy Loly words, and if thou

continually the grace of Gob, to keep | knowest of any good examples, propose
carefully when found, to think mean!s | them for mine i;nilation.
of thyselfl to lend a willing cerv
others, 10 wish to please Gop

For jhough I
1ce 10| have heard many and illustrious exam-

alone, tO!plos of men of old, yvet I would hear

endeavour to converse among vour bre- ' also good t])ings of those of our own

thren without auarrels, and firmly to ' days; nevertheless, unfold to me the
care ) 1. n . N . . .
persevere in the holy purpose You have ; causes that retard my spiritual profici-
sct before you, with a great desire of ' oney. that so 1 may beware of the frauds
e . booo *

.;d\ ancing m'on :n-]d more. Th.csg be- ! of the enemy, aud may be able to fol-
ong to the true disciple of Christ, and | Jow the paths of the just with foot that
these lead the servant of Gop, without | offendeth not.

doubt, to the heavenly kingdom.
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OF 4 CERTAIN MATEON, WHO DEPLORED have perished at thy side in the woild.
HER SON’S CONVERSION, BUT AFTER- ' Wherefore, from that day, turning
WARDS BEING HERSELF CoxvERTED, towards the goodness of Gop, she gave
GAVE THANKS TO GOD. great thanks, nor any more mourned
for her son as one lost; but rejoiced
There was 2 certain matron, richand ahove measure for his conversion, and
worldly, who had an only son whom she },5:04 especially the friars regular,
loved tenderly, for he was adorned hom she oftentimes received into her
svith the gifts of youth and knowledge, house. And this she herself told me
and comely manners; who, being in- 4t her own table.
spired by the heavenly spirit, chose ra-  The Novice.  Gladiy do I lisicn to
ther to serve Gop in humility, than to 'y you say, and I hope it may do
enjoy and make merchandise of his pa- puch good to me and many others. It
ternal goods in this world. Wherefore 5 indeed to be deplored that many pa-
he withdrew himself from the sight of rapnts 5o inordinately love their chil-
his friends, and sought a monastery of gren, as rather to bring them up for the

regulars, to converse with the Lordiworld than for Gop; that they covet
more in secret, and in greater perfec- i rather to pufl them up by riches and

tion, by casting aside all this world's -honours, than to make them strong in
hindrances. Which resolution his wi-: ¢jrye and cood conversation.

.y ]
dowed mother sought diligently, by i Alas! tha. they have no thought of
prayers and lamentations, to make him pow suddenly death separates children
t > ' ~ -
recall, but all to no purpose. , from parents, and that no man, how rich

She went, therefore, away to her own - o yoble soever he may be, can deliver
house, cast down with heavy grief, . himsell, or any of Lis :uenu:, from the
when therc fell out in her city an un- l:m of death and vet we must all ap-
happy aceident, *hereby the son of a - pear before the t:.bunal of sirict judg-
certain rich man was struck by another | . ment, each to account for how he has
traitorouslyy so that he died, to their, s spent his life, and reccive, acearding to
much sorrow.  On hearing of this, this’ , his several deserts, the irrevocable sen
matron casting in her mind the circum- teucc,——exther cternal glory, or ever-
stances of the case, and turning to her  lasting punishment.
own heart, being taught by others® peril |

she tempered herown grief, and argued

with hersel, saying: How well it has ' THAT IT IS BETTER TO OBEY GOD,
THAN OUR FRIENDS.

—————

come to pass, thar thou canst not hear:

this of thine own son, nor fear for him | Tup Sexior. Thou hast judged
from. another > Does he not serve Gop | well for thy salvation ; for he that hath
in his monastery in safety, who mightjreso]ved to serve Gob, ought to obey
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Hiin rather then Lisiclstions. Hence  On, how fOOhSh antd blind are ye, who
it is tha Truth said to the distiples for a vile and most fleeting pleasure of
that followed him: “ile that loveth taeflesiyiueglect to seek afier the eternal
father er mother more than In(\, is not joys of heaven ; who now tremble to
worthy of me.” (Matth. x. 37.) These subniit to the discipline of a loly rule,
r' s H -
then, are not to be listencd to, who and who pnm‘ier not on the flame of un
would, for the comfort of your friends quenchable fire thut burneth for ever.
per:u",de you to remain in the world :  Al, there is a sad difference between
butv‘h‘ose ;re above all to be imitated, the habit of an humble monk and the
‘ ] e h i ghost-like look of devils.  Great is the
wlo, for the love ef Christ, choose ra-
- contrast between the devout song of re-
ther to remove themselves far away

: ligious, aud the unendurable moans of
from their friends, in order that they . ‘ the damned.

may serve Gop the more freely, adhere |

t  Oby ifmen would but know the gift
to him more devoutly, and pray more of Gon; and taste how sweet is the Lord,

fervently for their friends.  Whenee, if 4,4 how
they viish to oppose thee in the way of | heaven, willingly would they forsake all
Gop, and to throw obstacles to thy en- eanh]y things, which they cannot enjoy
trance into religion, they are to be: tlong, and fly together to the religious.
shunned and forsaken. For the great state, by which they might ascend
Lawgiver and master of all Religious, stmmht course to heaven.

our Lord Jzsts Churist, hath shown us a | W hence our mercifu! Lord exhorteth
form of perfect renunciation, when he ; all that are of feeble heart, not to be
says: “If any man come to mey and | terrified at the salutary precepts in the

in a

hate not Lis father, and mother, and, rule ; bet rather, with all the humlllty-

wife and children, and brethren, and | | of obedience, to receive thé yoke saying
sisters, yea, and hxs own life also, he | [« Take my yoke upon you, and learn of
cannot be my disciple.” ( Lue. xiv. 26. )| i me, because I am meek, and humble of

(iive ye car, but not to what the , beart; and you shall find restto vour

. 3] (3

Lord saith , scek ye first how ye may |  souls” ("I‘mh At N 29.)  Which may
please your relations and friends ; but i‘h‘\” the Son of Mary, vouchsafe to
while you are diligent in doing thls you | r'glt who reigneth Gob, world without
bring no plexsure to me thereby: “Leave | *M% Amen .

then the dead to bury their dead, buti T

follow thou me.” (Matth. viii. 22.)9F 4 YOUNG CLERK, WHO, HAVING LEFT
. HIS STUDIES, ENTERED INTO A

¢ Seck ve firsi the kin 1 cf and ’

[Deck yearst the g-do:} ¢ C?OD’ MONASTERY.

his justice,” (Matth. vi. 83) ; ¢ and ve L Th o i
. T ere was a certain yourns ¢

shall have treasure in heaven,” (Ibid vi. JOurg sehe-

0.) if vou have renounced all omthlv‘lar’ fresh in the flowers of eatly age,

lhmm: who studied letfers at Davewfrr  who

sweel it is to serve the Lord of
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wa¢ occasionally invited by promises
and gilts, by some of his promoted com-
panions and fellow-students, to come
to Paris.  But by the advice of certain
devout persons, he was recalied f{rom
this intention, and was shown, that he
should not put himscll in peril, by the
desire of greater learning,.

Meanwhile, it happened that two

brothets, his companions, of strong con- ;

. ' se are
transferred . these are

stitution and happy wit,

themeclves from the school of Daventry ' yound the hearts of the novices,

had left !nc rvl.xtmm and friends, and
was now, asitwere,an exile from his na-
tive country, to live a desolate life.

A<sonn iy thla adaess bad sprung up
there succecded other grievances, and
these not few, hke loud elaps of thunder.
For the maliznaat ency struck himwith
the wearness of the place, and the diff-

cculty of the rule, and suggested to him

how well he mmht have lived with his
friends in his own parts, and how much
good he might have done to them. Now
the darts of the deceitful ser-
with which he often strives to
1o make

pent,

to Paris : but they had been there but . them turn back from their holy purpo:e

for a
in one day. Morcover, some other.
students, after much expense and daily
labours, when they were about to shine
forth in fame and kunowledge,
suddenly called out of this life ; which
coming to the ears of the above-named
youth, he was much struck, for they
were his fellow-students ; and in
short time bidding farewell to scholas-
tic honours, he cnrolied himself as a
a disciple of Christ among the regulars.

o — O e

OF A CERTAIN PRIEST WHO WAS TEMPT-
ED, AND AFTERWARDS RETURNED TO
Gon.

There was once ainongst us & certain
priest, Alardus by nawe, desired
1o renounce the world,
habit of a canon-regular; but before be

who

were .
* mO‘

: to think within Limsell,

a,

very short while, when both cfhed)B“t by the mercy of Goo, while this

' priest was standinz in the very brunt of
- the counflict, the hght of!\ea\enl) conso-
lation shone | in upon mm, and dissipated
all the mist of worldly <orrow
Wherefore, by the spirit of Gon, hav-
been re-inflamed and comforte:d
anamqt the wiles ol the devil. e begau
for what he Dad
come, and weighing with good judg-
ment the purpose now aimed at, he rais-

- ed himself with a mauly rceo!utzon say-

ing: Sce how, by the prowdcn(.a of

‘(xon, of thy own free- wili, 1nd as a sup-

pliant; thou has entered into this place
for the grace of ameudment, and now

thou hast found for thy necessities, much

and to take the

received the habit, the teupter was pre- .

sent with him, recalling to his memory,
the former delights of the world, which
he had long used prodigally.
Legan to be exceedingly sad, for that e

And he .

more than thou hast left behind. . TFor
Christ’s sake thou hast put behind thee
a few friends; but now thou hast receiv-
ed many wore spiritual in the stead of
carnal brethren, joined to thee by great-
er charity. All things, danrdmw 1o the
use of this monastery, are 1hm\,, nd arc
divided to thee in chant) Some labour
for thee, some pray for thee, some read,

others write for thec; no one here
15 idle; no onc possesscth anything
of his own,—all things are held i

common. Behold thou hast so many
services done thee, as there are clostral
offices  throughout the whole family.
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DRIGUES, of the Society .6f Jesus, in 3 vols.
.THE DEVOUT CHRISTIAN, new cdition, complete in one vol. 12mo. boued, by the Rt. Rev
'Dr. Geo'ge Hay.
THE PIOUS CHRISTIAN, new edition, complete ic ane vol. 12n0. bound, by the Rt Rer.
r. G, Hay. Revised and eorrected by the Rev. Wm. Gordon, Cathalic Cxcr«_) wman, Gla=gow
THE SIN,QERE CHRISTIAN, new edinion, complele in one vol. by the Rt Rev. Dr. G. Hay.
Mrs. HERBERT AND TUE V!LL&GLR\{, or, Coaversation oa Cbrm*mm{y, 2 vols. 13mo.
dpund.
l-'ﬂlTATiON OF CHRIST, by Thomas A. Keampis.
IMITATIGNSDF .T_Hb BLLSSED VIRGIN; from the French
THE DEVOTION AND OFFICE of the Jcted tieart of our Loan Jrsvs Curist. Bound
Limo. aud embossed in roan with plates.
CATECH!ISTICAL CONFERENCES on tizc Holy Eucharist, by the Rt. Rev J. Lanigan, D.D.
LOUISA, oy U Virtuous Villnger, s Roman Catholic Tale.
LIFE OF ST, ANGELA DFEMERICI, and a history of the Order of St. Ursula.
GLORIES OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, 3rd cdition, 18mo.
LATES OF BUTLER‘S SAINTS, beautifully cngravcd on steol, India paper.

r : 13> R
_ PRAYEE SDIRE
URSULINE MA”\'UAL s collection of prayers, exercises, &c.; 15mon. embossed rean.
LATHOLIC PIETY, by the Rev. W. Gahan, the only complete edition, 18mo. sheep, or'in em-
h3%ed roan, fine paper, mth frontispiece.
GARDEN OF THE SOUL, cr Manual of Spiritual Ezcrcises, 13mo. sheep, or embossed roan,
{'x'xe paper, with frontispicce.
" KEY OF PARADISE, opening the Ca&e of Salvation, 18mo. sheep, or embossed roan, fine psper
with feor® niece.
POO! AN'S MANUAL OF DEVOTIO‘Z 13ino. sheep, do. do. do. Double do
KEY ¢ . REAVLN, = collection of dogout pra)ers i 13ino. sheep, aor emboszed rozn, with plates
PATH TO PARADISE, wah four engravings ; 43mo.

do. do. Diamond edition, do. do.  Tuck.
CATHOLIC PIETY ; 32mo.
Most Reverend Dr. Jamcs Butler's CATECHISM, do. dn. Smaller  da.

UF Orders in town or from the country q@dressed to ** The London Boolistore, opposile the Frand

"'cmdc, Helifaz, . 8. will reseivs every allention.
Mgreh 4. iy. JOSEPH GRAIIAM, G.T. A



