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Tue PooL oF SiLoam.

The Pool of Siloam.

BY THE REV, GEO. J, BOND, B.A.

As the traveller pursues the winding pathway
through the Valley of Jehoshaphat, he comes
ere long to a striking point. Before him the
valley begins to open out, and just at its open-
ing, {nlfﬁmilt of squalid huts, half-burrowed

out of ancient tombs, is the filthy Arab village
of Siloam—the ancient Siloam—where vile 1ogs
and even viler human beings render progress
in that direction the reverse of pleasant.

A little farther on, past the projecting cliff
of Ophel, one comes to the Pool of Siloam. It
is no *‘shady rill,” however, as pictured in the
familiar hymn, but an oblong reservoir, in part
of modern, though with some remains of ancient,
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workmanship, and, apart from the sacred as

sociations which surround it, would hardly
rove of much attraction to the traveller. But
t is of ‘*the waters of Shiloah that ro softly,”
that one thinks and, much more, o Him who
bade the blind man *‘Go, wash in the Pool of
Siloam,” when ‘‘ he went his way therefore and
washed and came seeing,” as he s s beside
that dilapidated reservoir. little or
no doubt as to its identity, and still the bright,
/lear water wells out intermittingly through
the long tunnelled conduit which conveys it
through the heart of the hill from the Virgin's
Fountain, on the iother lidei lThe urchiod
passage-way, seen in the cut, leads to a stair-
case l';urhichy d ds to this duit. This
latter gives one a good idea of the capabilities
of ancient engineering. The workurien com-
menced the work of boring at each end, tun-
nelling toward the centre; and modern ex-
plorers have found two culs de sac in the cutting,
which show that they were passing one another
but a little out of the calculated line, though
the conduit is over 1,700 feet in length. An
interesting inscription was accidentally dis-
covered in 1881, a little distance within the
tunnel. It is in the purest Biblical Hebrew,
in characters which scholars have decided to
fix its date as early, at least, as tho time of
Hezekiah, of whom we read, indeed ‘n 2 Kings
xx. 20, that ‘he madé a pool and a conduit and
brought water into the city;” though it may
well have been even earlier in its origin, as
Isaiah’s mention of the waters of Shiloah that
go softly (with very obvious bearing on the flow
through a conduit), is anterior to Hezekiah's
time. Probably enough, it formed part of the
great engineering wor?; wlhij:h characterized

the reign of Sol - May

Knowing Great Men.

THERE is great power in contact with men of
ability. They give you a certain force of their
own. They show you that, although so-called
¢ great men,” they are still human. This en-
courages you. If with these defects and limita-
tions they may be what they are, there is wope
also for you. Inspiratiors come from them to
you, even though they say but little, and when

ou afterward read their writings, or hear them

n public address, the truth that they communi-
cate has a meaning and directness to you which
from mere strangers they would not have.

Therefore, cu'tivate acquaintance with men
of power and of culture. Rub up against them.
Ask questions. Get them to say something to
you. Notice the tone of the men, the inspira-
Yion of their voice, the construction of the
sentences in which they reply. If they are
gentlemen, they will treat you courteously.
they are wise philanthropists, they will have a
word to fit the opportunity. If they are coarse,
and selfish, and vain, you will then find them
out, and this discovery, though it cause you

ret, will not be without profit. —Sunday-
School Journal.

Opening and Closing Services,

OPENING SERVICE.

I. Silence.
IL. The Doxology.
III Responsive Service.
Supt. The Lord is my shepherd ;
School. 1 shall not want.
Supt. He maketh me to lie down in green

pastures ;

Sechool. He leadeth me beside the still waters,
Supt. He restoreth m* soul :
School. He leadeth me in the paths of right
eausness for his name's sake.
Supt. Yea, though L walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil :
School. For thou art with me; thy rod and
thy staff they comfort me.
Supt. Thou preparest a table before me in
the presence of mine enemies :
School. Thou anointest my head with oil ; my
cup runneth over.
upt, Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my lite:
School. And I will dwell in the house of the
Lorp forever.
1V. Singing.

V. Prayer.

LESSON SERVICE.

I Class Study of the Lesson.
IL Singing Lesson H{mn.
IIL. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out.
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert.
1V. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Sulierintendent.
V. The Supplemental Lesson.
VI. Announcements (especially of the Church
service, and week-evening prayer-meeting)

CLOSING SERVICE.
1. Singing.
11. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. Traly my soul waiteth upon God ; from
him cometh my salvation.

School. He only is my rock and my salvation;
he is my defense ; I shall not be greatly moved.

Supt. My soul, wait thou only upon God: for
my expectation is from him.

‘School. He only is my rock and my salvation;
he is my defense; I shall not be moved.

111, Dismission.

APOSTLES' CREED.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord : who was conceived b the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
ander Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the chird dey He rose from the doad ;
He ascended into heavén, and sitieth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence He shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Ghost ; the Holy Cath-
olic Church; the communion of saints ; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the

y ; and the life everlasting. Amen.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN LUKE.

A, D, 29 or 30,

Authorized Version,

Luke 18, 11:24, [Commit to memory versex 17-20.]

11 And ne said, A certain man had two sons :

12 And the younger of them said to hix tather, Pather,
give me the portion of goods that falleth to me, And
je divided unto them his lving.

13 And not many days after the w pr son guth-
awed all together, and took his journey into a far
wuntry ; and there wasted his substance with riotous
living.

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty
tamine in that land § and he began to be in want,

15 And he went and joined himself toa citizen of that
wountry ; and he sent him into his felds to feed swine,

16 And he would fain have Clled his belly with the |
husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto |
|

bim.

17 And when he came to himself, he sald, How many
bired servants of my father's have bread enough and to
spare, and I perish with hunger !

18 T will arise and go to my father, and will say unto
him, Father, I bave sinned against heaven, and before
thee,

14 And am no more worthy to be called thy son:
make me as one of thy hired servants,

2 And he arose, and eame to his father. But when
he was vet a great way off, his father saw him, and had
ompassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and Kissed
him.

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more
worthy to be ealled thy son.

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the
best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet :

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it ; and
let us eat, and be merry §

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again ; he
was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.

TIME.—20 or 30 A.D. PLACE. perea, RUL-
ERS.—same as before, DOCTRINAL SUGGES.
N.—The riches of grace,

HOME READINGS,

. The prodigal son. Luke 15, 11-24,
Departing from the Lord Jer, 17, 1-10.
orld unsatisfying,  keel, 2. 1411
w. 13, 6-15.
4),

Th. 'The way of trausgressors,

F. Call to wanderers, Jer. 3. 12
S, Hope for the wanderer,

N, Brought nigh. Eph. 2. 4-13,

LESSON HMYMNS,

No. 42, New Canadian Hymnal,
Saviour lead we, lest I stray.

No, 46, New Canadian Hymnal.
Jesus, Lover of my soul.

No. 87, New Canadian Hymual,
Are you weary, are you heavy-hearted ¥

DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos. 50, 51, &%

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Sin, v, 11-16,

What were the property rights of a younger son ac-
cording to Jewish law ? . ol

Could these rights be insisted upon before the death of
the father ?

Were famnines rare in ancient times ?

Did the * citizen *' desire the pl‘lldlsll'l help?

How were swineherds regarded by Jews ?

LESSON V. THE PRODIGAL =ON,
GOLDEN TEXT. Father, Lhave sinned against heaven,

[Aug. 3¢
before thee. Luke 15, 18,

Revised Version,

11 And he said, A certain man bad two sons:
12 and the younger of them said to his father, Father,
give me the portion of thy substance that faileth to
| 13 me. And he divided unto them his living,  And not
many days after the younger son gathered all togeth-
“ er,and took his journey into a far country; and
| there he wasted his substance with riotous living.
14 Aud wher he had spent all, there arose a mighty
famine in that country ; and he began to be in want.,
15 And he wentand joined himself to one of the citizens
of that country ; and he sent him into his fields to
16 feed swine. And he would fain have been filled with
the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave
| 17 unto him, But when he came to himself he said.
How many hired servants of my father’s have bread
| enough and to spare, and I perish here with hunger !
I8 1 will arise and go to my father, and will say unto
him, Father, 1 have sinned against heaven, and in
19 thy sight : 1am no more worthy tobe called thy son :
20 make me as oneof thy hired servants.  And he arose
and came to his father, But w hile he was yet afar
off, his father saw him, and was moved with compas-
sion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and Fissed him.
91 And the son said unto him, Father, 1 have sinved
agalust heaven, and in thy sight: I am no more
22 worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to
his servants, Bring forth quickly the best robe, and
put it on him and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
| 23 on his feet : and bring the fatted calf, and kil ity
24 and let us eat, and make merry : for this my son was
dead, and 1s alive again ; he was lost, and is found.

And they began to be merry.

What sort of ** husks "' were fed to swine?

Did the prodigal eat these husks, or only long fot
them ¢

What does the ** far country " typify ?

What does the ** mighty famine ™ stand for?

Why had the prodigal made no friends ?

Is sin ever a real bond of sympathy ?
2. Reper

wee, v, 17-21,
What is meant by ** eame to bimself ? "
What do the ** hired servants ™ typify ?

What is the first impulse of the contrite heart ?

How does the prodigal show that his repentance iy
sincere ?

Tell the actions of this father which are intended to
show the eager sympathy of God with penitent sinners.

3. Salvation, v, 22-24,

In what did the ** death ™ of this prodigal son consist t

What lessons may we learn from the spirit of the r
turning prodigal son ?

What lesson concerning God's attitude toward return
ing sinners ?

Practical Teachings.

When the prodigal ceases his selfishness he begins &
live to himself in a true sense.

The unutterable compassion of the father in this
story 18 * very fu'l of comfort.”

God the Father is represented by his Son_as thrilling
with unutterable joy over the repentance of one sinner

Hiuts for Hlome Study.

1. Pass the details of this story in review before you
n"wmury, and give to each symbol its spiritual interpreta
tion,

2. Famillarize yourself with the ** Orientalisms " of
this lesson : prejudice against swine; carob-pods ; divis
fon of inheritance ; kissing, famines, robe, ring, anc
shoes ; fatted call.
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e e ————————
2. Find why the post of swine-herd was so greatly
loathed.

e ——————
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS.

1. Sin, v, 11-16.
About whom did Jesus begin to tell a sto ?
What demand did the younger son make
What did the father do with his estate
Where did the younger son soon ge?
‘What bad investment did he make i
‘What distress came upon him?
From whom did he seek ald ?
What employment was given him ?
‘What shows that he was in great poverty ?
What always follows from sin ¥ Jas. 1. 16.
2. Repentance, v, 17-21.
‘What was the first indication of repentance ?
What contrast came to his mind ?
Where did he resolve to go?
What did he intend to say ? (GOLDEX TEXT.)
How far did he carry out his purpose ?
Where did his father see him
What did the father
What did the son say
Against whom does every sinner offend ? Psa. 51. 4.
3. salvation, v. Y
hat did the father bid the servants do for the son?
‘What order did he give for & feast ?
Why did he show such Joy?
What pledge of salvation has every penitent sinner ?

Prov. 2. 13
Teachings of the Lesson.

‘Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That sin brings suffering 1
2. That repentance brings #urdun?
3. That pardon brings Joy

Home Work for Young Bereans.

3 1. Find a prodigal son who was forgiven by his kingly

her.

[Aug. 3.

QUESTIONE FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
What story s told in this lesson? The story of the

prodig: n.

Who told this story ? Jesus,

What §8 it meaut to teach ? God's love for sinne

What did a young man ask his father ? For his share
of the property.

What did he do when he received it? Took it and
went away.

What did he do with his money? He wasted it in
evil ways.

Who i% like this young man ? Those who live with-

out God,
What happened after he bad spentall? He was in

want.
What did he have todo? Work amol
What did he remember then?  His fat!
What did he resolve to do? To go home.
How did his futher receive him ? With great joy.
What had this son been? Au unworthy son.
Who gladly receives penitent sinners, though un-
worthy? Gur Father in heaven,
What does this prove to us ? His great love.

Words with Little People.

God s our Father, In his house are Jove and comfort
and plenty. Away from him are evil and want and un-
happiness.
* 1 will arise and go to my Father.”

Whisper Prayer.

Bring me to that home above,
Where is plenty, peace, and love.

General Statement.

Jesus was still journeylng through

self could see the dark shadow of the cross that lay athwart
all directions : Phariseesand Jearned men, self-righteous an
with ** bearing burdens too heavy to be borne ; "' publicans and
temporal and eternal needs, and eager to find & way of salvation.
* pearl of parables.” The chief incidents of the story must, as Dr. T
far " to those who heard it. Many a wayward Perean youth bad doul

une in a far country amid riotous heathen assoclations.
ble could understand the gaviour’s intimation that every human soul has wan-

e prodigal son from his indulgent father. To us its teachings are ex-
nolar should be made to understand that the Lord here portrays the
{n they may find pardon, and proclaims the welcome they may ex-

Not all who heard this para
dered farther away from God than did th
haustless, Our youngest and least attentive sc
condition of the lost, points out the path wherel
pect from our heavenly Father.

the province of Perea, with his face toward Calvary, though none but him-

his path. Great multitudes gathered about him from
d contemptuous of others; * common people,” weary
sinners, outcasts from soclety, consclous of their
To these various classes Jesus addressed this

p g have been * painfully famil-
btless left his father's house to seek his fort-
The strict Hebrew would account such a one as **lost.”

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 11, He said. Jesus had just told of
sheep ™ and ' the lost plece of money.” The story 0!

*“the 1 son" the same P

{ruths—the Father's eagerness to save the lost and his | property.
) 1. A certain man. This | ment of enlightenment, knowledge, and privilege

rd boy, represents God, ‘whlch every soul possesses, but net all in the same

rejoicing over the
man, in his love for his waywal

f **the lost | at the root of all sin. Divided unto them. But evi-
f Kllvutly. from the rest of the story, he retained his own

authority over the eldest son’s share.  Hiw living. His
Allegorically, it may stand for that endow-

who not only loves his saints, but loved them while they | measure,

were yet sinners. The two sons. Those who heard
Jesus would at once jdentify the prodigal with the pub-
Jicans and ** sinners,” and the elder brother with the

Pharisees and ** just » people. The two types of charac- |
and almost every | his father’s home wearisome. (4) A sinning heart would

terare found inevery age and country,

village. To-day the church-going portion of the com=
i world the other. | A far country. We must think of him as settling in

munity resembles one, the irrelig

Out from the same home influences go two human souls—
the one good, the other evil. (1) Everysonl makes its

own choice of character.
12. The younger. A representative of un

sinners who cast aside the restraintsof religion and be-
Give me the portion. The | as the sinner."—Abp. Trench. The sinner wastes,

the death of his father, 1) Physical vigor} 2) Mental power; 3) Character;

come outeasts from Ged.
eldest son had o legal right, on

to two portions of the movable property. The younger
but it was impertinent and living. Reckless waste of noble energies. The Greek

his father's life-time. word here is that from which our word **sot ™ 18 de-

son was entitled to one third,
ungrateful to demand it during

| 13, Not many days after. Impatience with restraint
is soon followed by lawless behavior. (3) The sinful
thought speedily develops into the sinful deed, Took
his journey. He whohas nolove for his father soon finds

| soon weary of heaven if it could possibly enter its gaies.

some such voluptuous center as Rome, Corinth, or Al-
exandria, far away from syuagogues and Sabbaths, The
wide sea rolling between him and bis father's howe

converted | may typify the distance of a lost soul from its God.

Wasted his substance, (5 ** There is no such waster

4) Influence; 5) Time: 6) Opportunity. Riot ax

(2) Selfishness, ingratitude, and a rebellious epirit are | rived.

Aug.
—
14. A

{ncident

of ours.

them mi

Gentile

Jew, for

Christia

classes |

fsticof t

were ur

of sin ¢

(" the

8 The
15,1

“glued

will, 4

it neces

swine,
them, |
herds

TesOure

Husks,

the poo

might ¢
gave,
vietims
by Chr
tained.
tion ;
17.

Satan.

the w

** those

the spl

closely
in God
wicked
highes

Sor ne

in this

pense




=

ry
ir
s
il

"Xe
he
X~

wie
wi
His
W
e
e

unt
ful
ok
nds
kil
HEN
y in
* Al
The
ome
God.
wler
stes,
ter §
toas
reek
3 de-

for nothing who labor for God.

Aug. 3.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. 227

14. A mighty famine. Famines were as common
incidents of anclent civilization ¢« railroad disasters are
of ours. Even yet in the Orlent they occur, and by
them millions are sometimes swept away. Nobody in a
Gentile city would fare worse during famine than a
Jew, for the Jews were as thoroughly hated by the pre-
Christian world as they have been by many of the worst
classes of modern Christendom. Want s " character-
fstic of the far country."” ‘Weariness, despair, and suicide
were universal in the ancient world. (6) The pleasures
of sin are soon spent, but its pains endure forever.
(7 e spiritual nature needs constant nourishment.
) The land of sin is the land of woe,

15, 16, Joined himself. The Greek word means
“glued himselt.” He “stuck " against the citizen's
will. A eitizen. In explaining parables do not think
it necessary to make every detail symbolical. Feed
awine. Jews so loathed pigs that they never named
them, but called them * those other things."” Swine-
nerds were accursed ; but this prodigal had no other
resource, He would fain. Desired, but dared not.
Husks, Pods of the carob-tree, sometimes eaten by
the poorest people. They are good food for pigs, and
might deaden human hunger, but not satisfy, No man
gave, Satan cares not to alleviate the distresses of his
vietims, (9) Sin {8 selfish. 1t is In Christian lands and
by Christian people that charities are founded and main-
tained. The miseries of the sinner's life: 1) Degrada-
tion ; 2.) Enslavement; 3.) Need: 4.) Helplessness,

17. He came to himself. He had been living o
satan, (10) The first step toward salvation isto realize
the wretchedness of sin. Hired servants. Perhaps
+ those who serve God from the hope of reward, not in
the spirit of flial love." But do not press detalls too
closely, The prodigal realizes that to be a doorkeeper
in God's house {8 better than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness. (11) The humbleat saint is happier than the
highest sinner. Euough and to spare. (12) Those lack
perish, (13) Even
in this life sin gives but a barren, unsatisfying recom-
pense ; and what of the life to come? The first mo-

tive which prompts the sinner to repentance is some-
times the lowest one, the pressure of necessity. (14) Any
motive is worthy that leads to the abandonment of #in
and the search after God.,

18, 19. 1 will arise and go. Remorse avalls
nothing without practical repentance. That I will
transforms him from a prodigal to a penitent. 1 have
sinned. The hardest words In the language to utter
sincerely. (15) Nothing so well becomes the ginner as
hwmble confession, Against heaven. Rather, *unto
heaven,” heaven-high, The truly penitent soul realizes
that sin against God surpasses all other sin. No more
worthy, (16) One of the tokens of true repentance is
deep consciousness of unworthiness.

20, 21. He arose and came. (17) Good resolves
should have prompt exrecution, To his father.
More accurately ** toward his father.” The sinner may
go toward God, but can never come to him, unless the
Father goes out to meet him. A great way off. The
father with eager eyes was watching for his return.
Had compassion, God's ** property is always to have
mercy.” Ran, The seeking son Is met by the seeking
tather. (18) God hastens to meet the repentant sinner,
The son sald. He begins & mournful confession
which was too profoundly felt to be ever forgotten, but
was cut short by his father's demonstrative affection.

23, 23, 24. The best robe. *The first robe,"
Eastern robes are as easily transferable as are ladies’
shawls with us. (19) God finds men in heggars’ rags,
and arrays them in royal robes, Ring....shoes,
Courtesies which might be extended to an honored
guest. The *shoes™ were really sandals, Fatted
call. Reserved for an occasion of feasting. KHl it
In the warm climate of the East meat must be eaten
very soon after being killed. Eat and be merry.
Christ often represents his religion by the figure of afeast,
never by that of a funeral. Dead. *Death™ is often
used in the Bible as a figure to represent unrepeuted
sin. Alive again. (20) True life begins when the
sinner, dead in tr i kened to right
ness by the voice of forgiveness.

ORITICAL NOTES.
8Y PROFESSOR MARCUS D, BUELL, D.D., BOSTON UNIVERSITY, SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY.

The last lesson began— as the present one
Jesus's reply to the strictures which the Jewish rulers

12. The young Youth is taken as a symbol of
{nexperience and folly. Ignorance has so much to do

passed upon him for his dntion with the deg d | with the kes which men make in life that Socrates's

classes of soclety. 'The parable of the lost son depicts
with greater distinctness and force the lines of defense
which the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin had
in & more general form introduced.

The moral condition of the lapred classes, who are
supposed to be a8 careless of God as they are of Mosalc
1aw, temple, and synagogue, which was only hinted at
in the bewildered sheep, and the lost coin fallen from
nobler uses, is now more fully and accurately repre-
sented in the degraded son who, in his disgrace, loathes
in and yearns for his father's tavor moresincerely than
any exemplary son can. The love of God toward the
sinful 1s more faithfully suggested by a human father's
eagerness for the return of his wayward and ruined son
than by a woman's distress at the loss of a coin or a
shepherd's anxlety for a lost sheep. The inexcusable
apathy of the rulers toward the lost, which 18 no more

1o that ignorance even accounted for sin, need

urprise us, The portion. This would be one-
(hird the estate, since Jewish law gave a double portion
to the first-born son.  As the father was still living the
son had no legal right to what he asked. It is not un-
common, however, for parents to unconsciously train
the youngest child to expect special favors. The orgin
of the sinful condition of the degraded classes is thus
suggested as lylng in an impatience of the restraints
which God's love imposes.

13. Not many days. His father's companionship
was irksome to him, and he felt thatthe sooner he could
rid himself of it the better. (athered all. In some
Greek manuscripts the word ** all™ is made particularly

a8 ing the of the younger
son to devote himself wholly and witbout restraint to
his new life of liberty and pleasure. Far country.
A dria, Corinth, or Rome would perhaps be thought

than suggested in the d y parables, Is drawn
in this one with striking faithfulness and precision.
Vers. 25-32,

Verse 11. Two sons. Representing the two general
classes mentioned in Luke 15. 1, 2; those who were

of by those who heard the parable. He had a country
boy's longing for the life of a great city. Away from
home he was likely to feel less restraint when
d to sinful The woald not
rily feel at home in the synagogues, any more

careful and those who were less as to their relig
.and moral obligations. PSS .

than & liquor-dealer would enjoy a prayer-meeting.
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Wasted. Literally * scattered ™ that which his father | own father.” The citizen who made a swine-herd of him
had carefully gathered through long years of self-denial | may have been father to some one else, but he was no
and tol, father to him, Afar off. He had had to Join bimself
14, mpent all. His life of pleasure soon came toan | closely to the eitizen befure the latter would do any
end, and with it an emergency which in his youthful | thing for him. Though the Pharisees thought the sin-
folly he had not anticipated. A mighty famine. Itis | ners were so far away asto be utterly lost the heavenly
hard enough to be without money {n aforelgn country at | Father eagerly welcomed the first signs of their peni-
any time; but it is far harder when a scarcity prevails, | tence and return. With compassion. Instead of re-
especially if one has not mastered the secret of self- | gentment. Ram. He could not wait, Fell on his
support. Jesus found the degraded classes of his time | meck, Embraced him. Wissed him. The Greek com.
disappointed with life and sick of sin. There are al- pound suggests fervor s \utensity of emotion.

ways grim and awful possibilities in this world of death 21. The son sald. jte the use of the word **son
and disappointment for any who are trying to live apart | in place of “he” T publicans and sinners are sons
from God, He began. The emphasis on the Greek | of God, the brethren I the Pharisees. Zaccheus, though
pronoun suggests his utter want of preparation for | a tax gatherer son of Abraham, Luke 15.9. No

such a visitation. more worth: <tual criticism has made it quite
15, Joined himself. The Greek verb, allied to our probable that prodigal was represented as saying to
word * glue," means to associate with another in the | his father all he bad intended to say. Whatever faul's
most intimate way. He besought this foreign citizen 1o | the publicans had, hypocrisy was not one of them.,
permit him to perform the most menial of personal or 22, The father. He is named in this distinct way
domestic services. He would do any thing for this | to call attention to his fatherly character. Quickly.
heathen man to earn a crumbof bread. Tofeed swine. | The impetuosity of paternal love. It is like our ol
He made a swine-herd of him. A few weeks before | loquial phrase, “ Hurry up sod bring.”! The best
that he would not have spoken to or touched the hand | robe. Literally, the first—that is, n point of quality.
of a man of that class, To engage {n such labor would | He was already in rags, Ring and shoes, These
be an unspeakable degradation to a refined Jew, Jesus | symbols of his sonship he had aiready lost.
means by this detail to paint the wickedness of the pub- 23. Fatted calf.  Kept in readiness for a public fes-
licans and sinners with colors as vivid as those which | tival of thanksgiving, The calendar will bring no more
any of his critics would employ. notable day than this, Make merry. A third invita-

16. Would fain. The imperfect tense {ndicates that | tion to the Pharisees to rejoice in rather than murmur
he had a continual desire from day to day to app at the which the degraded give to Jesus.
his hunger with the fodder on which the swine fed. 24, Dead, In trespasses and sins.
We need not ask, as some have done, why be did actually
eat the pods. All the parrator intends to say is that
he who had squandered his father’s money on riotous The Liesson Council.
xﬁ;‘&:’:“:ﬁ;‘u"; ‘(soou\;m m"er,.’;':::.“:::‘ Question 5. In the interpretation of this parable
The chocolate-colored, bean-like pods of the carob-tree, who {8 meant by the prodigal? What is the applica-
which bave & sweetish taste. No man gave. Hecould tion of the parable to the life of our time?
not earn enough to satisfy bis hunger. No man cared In the coneeptlunn‘ of the hour, doubtless the Gentlle
for the former spendthrift. He now discovers a con- | World. Butin this ** pear] and erown " of the parables
trast between his home and the far country of which | the prodigal, for all time, stands for himself—a siuner
be had been ignorant before. The tense of the Gréek Jast and found. Here are infinite tenderness and fath-
verb indicates that this apathy toward him was perma- omless mysteries of compassion. But lylng across this
pent. ‘The publicans and sinners bad bad nothing but | shining page is the path of the prodigal—the way of a
neglect unti] Jesus came. sinful life. The prodigal )lu the conscious, self-willed

17, Came to himself. Began to think reasonably sinner. In 1) his ence, 2) his g
and truly of his own foolish career. Hitherto bo had e, 4 his y, and 0) bis destruction,
acted like & man deprived of his reason. Hired seeve But for the divine arrest we have the history of a sinful
ants. He will better his condition as a servant. He had ife in this or any age. The lmwn always must ,b" i
never thought for & moment before of bis own highest shun ‘P'm'“l lite.~4. H. Noreross, D.D., Pitts-
interests. ‘There is hope for any sinner or class of burg, Pa.

Christ's immediate object in this * pearl of the para-

sinners the moment they can be made to reflect upon X
their sin in the light of reason. 1 perish. The prod- bles" was to teach the ruinous apostasy of the Gentiles

I's emphasis on the first p | pronoun reveals a (the prodigal son) from God, and their envious hostility
Jurking conselousness of sonship. of the Jewish mnation to their return. In the earliest
18, 1 will,_.. go to my father. This was the tri- times the Gentiles left God, lived riotously, and lost all
umphant answer of Jesus to his eritics. He cultivated their original conceptions of God. Christ sends his Gos-
Jow soclety, not for any Jove of sin, but because that pel to them, and when they receive it with gladness the
soclety was being drawn toward God av | purity. clannish Jews refuse to rejoice over their gracious recep-
Comp. ver. 1. tion. Applied to our times, the prodigal represents one
19. Father, | have sinned. When the publicans made unbappy by sin, and only restored to joy and
could be brought to a knowledge of their sonship and an | plenty through the divine Father's surprising love.—
acknow t and tof their sins Jesus Rev. C. 8. Ryman, Flemington, N. J.
needed no f for his jation with | Inthe parable the younger son represents the ** publi-
them. The penitent publican was surer of justification | cans and sinners™ referred to in the first verse of the
than the self-righteous Pharisee. Luke 18, 9-14. Asone | chapter. These were recognized as open and flagrant
of thy servants, The *as™ shows that he still feels | offenders against the law of God. There {8 a cor
himself to be a son. responding class of sinners in all times. Such are those
20. Arose and came. Not only came to himself, | whoin any way willfully and manifestly seek their hap-
but acted like himself. His father. In Greek, “his | piness in self. and {ally in the gratifica~
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tion of the senses, The dissipated, profane, and deeply
fallen are striking examples of this class. Other sinners
may be as bad At heart, or even worse, but their trans-
gressions are not so flagrant and notorfous, - Professor
Charles F. Bradiey. D.D.

In verses T, 10, Christ gives us the common thought of
these three parables. The prodigal, therefore, is any
sinner. The immediate representadves of this general
truth are the publicans and sinners. Ver. 1. The elder
son represents the Pharisees. This general trath has
representatives in all history, such as the Jews and the
Gentiles. To us the parable represents sin and its
earthly consequeiices (vers, 11-16), repentance and faith
(vers. 17-20n), and perfect restoration. Vers, 2a-24. The
supreme truth is the outgoings of God's infinite love
toward the repentant and returning sinner. The para-
ble in its human relations has many a parallel to-<day
fn the son restive undar the restraints of a godly home,
—Professor Edward L. Parks, Gammon Theological
Seminary, Atlanta, Ga.

Analytical and Biblical Onutline.
From Sin to Salvation.

1. Tue SINNER's CHARACTER.
1. Belfishness. ** Give me the portion.” v. 12,
**Their portion 18 in this life.” Psa. 17. 4.
2, Ingratitude. ** That falleth to me.” v. 12,
either were thankful.” Rom. 1. 21.
3. Alienation. * Into a far country.” v. 13,
* Alienated from the life of God." Eph. 4. 18,
4, Sensuality. ** Riotous living." v. 13.
“The works of the flesh are manifest.” Gal. 5. 18,
11, Tue SiNNER's CONDITION,
1. Need. * Began to be inwant.” v. 14,
»Of his flesh reap corruption.” Gal. 6. 8,
2. Degradation. * To feed swine.” v. 15.
1 have made you contemptible.” Mal. 2. 9.
3. Misery. ** No man gave.” v. 16,
* He feedeth on ashes,” Isa. 44. 20,
111, Tue SINNER'S REPENTANCE,
1. Convietion, * Came to himself." v. 17.
» Awake thou that sleepest.” Eph. 5. 14,
2, Resolution, ** I will arise and go." v. 18,
o Zion with their faces thitherward.” Jer. 50, 5.
3. Renunciation, *Arose and came.” v. 20,
*Let the wicked forsake his way." Isa. 85. 7.
4, Coufession, * I have sinned.” v. 21,
“1 acknowledged my sin.” Psa. 32, 5.
1V. Tue SINNER'S PARDON,
1. Welcome. * Ran and fell on his neck.” v. 2.
* Ready to forgive.” Psa. 86, 2.
2. Honor. * Robe....ring....shoes." v. 22
* Now are we the sons of God.” 1 John 3. 2,
3. Pleasure, * Eatand be merry.” v. 23,
* At thy right hand. ... pleasures.” Psa. 16, 11,

goods " has been given us. Thiuk of the perennial
munificence of Providence “ while we were yet sin-
ners,”

4. By hie patience in waiting for our return from the
“ far conntry.” He is the eternal ** Lover of my soul.”
5. By his eagerness to save. He longs to pardon
even the * chief of sinners,”

. 13y hix spiritual blessings, lavished upon all who
turn toward him, Feasts and robes and rings are but
faint types of his welcome given o the returning pen
itent even in this world, and the delights of heaven * do
not yet appear.”

Liesson Word-EPictures.
BY REV, E. 4. RAND,

There is a sad gathering one morning at an old
father's door. His younger son, having taken his por-
tion, Is leaving home. The old mother fondly Kisses
him. The father lifts up his hands in blessing. The
elder brother says a formal good-bye,  The servants cry
* God bless you!" Mounting his ass and adjusting his
money-bags, the I WAves & | fare-
well, and is off to see the great world, He sees it; even
more of it than he could have wished.
One day, on a spendthrift that has nothing left, a roué
without friends, a prodigal who i & beggar, a wanderer
in & famine-land, settles the conviction that he will
starve unless somebody gives him something to do. And
somebody sends him into the open flelds to feed pigs !
Did his old father in Judea have a drove of pigs about
thefarm ? There were sheep, oxen, asses, camels, may-
be, on the farm at home, but—pigs! O, if the eider
brother, so prudent, conservative, and strictly Jewish,
could see that renegade feeding pigs !
There is no help for it.
Feed them, or go hungry himself. And so amid those
grunting, rooting abominations, this son of a Jew and
brother of one more Jewish, spends his days. And yet
he does not have enough to satisfy bis appetite. He
covets the very heaps of husks the pigs are rooting into.
Does his father know his situation ? The prodigal thinks
1t over one day, seated on & knoll, while his pigs snarl
and quarrel about him. He bows his head, covers his
face with his hands, and lo, he sees another land than
these hungry, parched, famine-smitten flelds! He sees
his home, the green flelds, the well-filled barns, and
there are the servants going to their work. How happy
they look! They never hunger. They have more than
enough food. And yet the son of the man sending out
those servants must feed pigs to save himself from
starving !

He starts up.

He opens his eyes.

* I am going home," he tells the other swine-herds,

* sorry-looking ehap to be going home," they tell bim.
* Your folks won't own you."

* Can't help it. 1'm going back to my old father and
hire myself to him."

Thoughts for Young People.
Goi Shows His Love to Sinners,

1. By revealing himself as a Father. Men regard
their Creator with awe and their Judge with fear, but
their Father with love; and we love God because her
first loved us,

2. By his forbearance. No prodigal Perean youth
ever showed such ingratitude, selfisiness, and rebellion
toward his eartbly father as most of ushave shown to-

gorry-looking indeed! In rags, bare-footed, dirty,
gaunt, but going home, not to clamor for recognition as
a son, but to beg for wages as a servant,

One day the old father rubs his eyes and asks the elder
son who may be coming down the road.

“pon't know. Some tramp, probably. Too far to
tell.”

Off he goes to the flelds.

The father looks again.

ward God; and no earthly relative was ever half so
lenient as he.
3. By his bounty. Far more than **our portion of

“*1f that--isn't—my boy! My long-lost—son ! ™ he exe
claims, starting off,
He falls on the prodigal’s neck. He kisses bim. Then
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the son cries, and says he 18 sorry, and isn't Ait to be & son.
He does not have a chance to say any thing about hiring
out, for the father is shouting for the best robe and for
a ring and for sandals—and what else ? O, out in the
barn is a fatted calf. Let them bring that and Kkill it.
What a feast of rejoicing it was !

And, hark !

I bear the harps a-ringing and the pipers are piping.
And that old father is so happy, the old mother, too,
Joy, Joy! That wandering boy has got home at last.

By Way of Illustration.

BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM.

The Father's Love. ** We builta church in Chicago
gome years ago; and were very anxious to teach the
people the love of God. We thought if we could not
preach it into their hearts we would try and burn it in;
$0 we put right over the pulpit in gas-jets these words—
God is Love. A man going along the streets one night
glanced through the door and saw the text. He was a
poor prodigal.

|
|

The Teachers' Meeting.

Make a brief * word-picture”... Make sure that
peculiar phrases and all * manners and customs "
alluded to are fully understood: ** portion of goods,"
*living," ** & far country," * husks," ** swine feeding.”
“robe,” “ring,” *‘shoes,” ' fatted calf,” **men Kiss-
ing." ete....This lesson is so fruitful of thought that we
are In danger of attempting to teach too much. Choose
a simple outline, and keep close to it, and you will
secure the best results. Take the **Analytical and
Biblical Outline ; ** or the line presented in " Thoughts
for Young People: ™ or any of the following:... L. 1)
The misery of sin; 2) The way of salvation; 3) The
merey of God: 4) The Joy of forgiveness. ... IL The
four steps of the sinner: 1) Selfishness: 2) Ingrati-
tude; 3) Separation from God; 4 Worldly pleasure,
The four steps of repentance: 1) Thinking: 2) Re-
solving; 3) Seeking: 4) Confessing. The four priv-
fleges of the penitent: 1) Welcome; 2) Pardon;
8) Honor; 4) Joy....IIL Draw out the elements of re-
pentance, the privileges of salvation, and the attributes

| of God fllustrated by this parable. . .. Additional practi-

As he passed on he thought to himself, | g} jessons: 1' The root of sin is alienation of the

“God 18 Love! Nol he does not love me; for Iam & | peqrt from God. 2) True repentance affects the a) un-

poor miserable sinner.’
but 1t seemed to stand out before him in letters of fire.
He turned back and went into the meeting. He did not
hear the sermon. That short text was lodged in bis
heart, and that was enough. Hestayed after the meeting
closed and 1 found him weeping like a child. AsItold
him how God had loved him all the while, although he
had wandered so far away, and was waiting to recelve
him, the light of the Gospel broke into his mind and he
went away rejoicing.”—Moody.

To an invalid friend who was & trembling, doubtful
bellever, a minister once said: * When I leave you I
shall go to my own home and call for a baby that is in
the house. I expect to place her on my knee, and look
down into her sweet eyes, and listen to her charming
prattle; and, tired as I am, her presence will rest me,
for I love that child with unutterable tenderness. But
the fact is, she loves me but a very little. If my heart
were breaking with crushing sorrow it would not dis-
turb her sleep. If my body were racked with pain it
would not interrupt her play. It I were dead and
carried away for burial she would probably clap her
hands in glee and in two or three days totally forget her
papa. Besides this, she has never brought me in a
penny, but has been & constant expense ever since she
was borp. Yet, although I am not rich, there is not
money enough in this world to buy my baby. How is
it? Does she love me or do I love her? Dol withhold
my love until I know she loves me? Am I waiting for
her to do something worthy of my love before extend-
ing it to her ?"

%0, I see it," said the sick man, while the tears ran
down Lis cheeks, ** it is not my love to God, but God's
love to me. I oughtto be thinking about.”

From that time his peace was like a river. **We love
him becausa he first loved us."

Repentance. * Repentance is not fear, nor feeling,
nor praying, nor breaking off some one sin. Re-
pentance is **right about face.” Some one has said
man is born with his face turned away from God. When
he truly repents he is turned right around toward God.
1t does not take a long while to turn around, A vessel
went down some time ago on the Newfoundland coast.
There was & moment when the captain could have given
orders to reverse the engines and turn back. Then the
ship would have been saved.”"—Moody.

He tried to get rid of the text, | jarstanding, b) the affection, ¢) the will. 3) The var-

doned sinper 18 restored to the full measure of his first
estate,

References.
FREEMAN'S HAND-BOOK. Ver. 12: Division of prop-
erty, 719. Ver.15: Feeding the swine, 780, Ver. 20:
Men kissing, 53. Ver. 22: Shoes, 654,

Primary and Intermecdiate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

LEssoN THOUGHT., The Way Home.

Print, in very large letters, ** Boy Lost." Tell a
story, something l{ke this : James was a boy, who lived
in & house, [make square,] near a great forest. [Make
something to stand for trees.] His father loved him,
and tried to make him happy. But he would not
always let him have his own way. James wanted a
gun, 80 that he could go hunting. He wanted money to
spend on candy and soda-water and cigarettes. He
wanted to be with wild, rough boys. When he could
not have his own way he was angry. One day he went
into the forest with some bad boys, when his father did
not know it. He lost his way, and night came on. He
was cold and hungry and tired. Then he wished he
had stayed at home. Describe the long weary tramp.
His clothes were soiled and torn. He was footsore and
hungry when at last he came in sight of home. He
thought his father would be angry. Butno: his father
ran to meet him, and kissed him, and gladly forgave
him.

Great Interest can be aroused in a story of this kind,
1f told in detail, with crayon in hand.

Now say, ** Do you know that Jesus sometimes told
storles to his disciples? Our lesson to-day s a story
something like the one I have told you. Who would
like to hear it 7"

Print ** Away from God,” * Back to God." Tell the
story of the prodigal son. He wanted his own way.
Golng away from God begins in self-will. Print this
on the upper one of four steps. God is wise, and knows
what s best for us. God is loving, and wants to make
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us happy. Self-will says, ** My way is better than God's [
way."

On the next step below print ** Pride.”  Self-will and
pride live together in the heart. Give sume simple
{llustration of this. On the third step print ** Self-Indul-
gence.” To show what this Is, tell simple story of a
child who would make himself ill by eating candy. Tell
that the prodigal son was self-indulgent. On the low-
est step print ** Sinful Choice,” God's way is the only
right way. Any one who goes away from God chooses
sin, and sin always leads to sorrow. On the return |
steps print, ** Hunger,” *Return,” ** Confession," [
» Submission "*—talking a little about each one. |
i @l Who is our Father? Teach
that he loves us even when we |
are going away from him. He |
is glad when he sees us coming
back to him. Print *Wel-|
come™ in large letters, God's
heart is our home, We are |
happy when we get away from
home. God says ** Come back.™

Teach that children often stray away from God. |
gometimes they do not like to come back, for fear God |
will be angry. What shall they do? Say 1wl |
and hurry home !  God waits to welcome every penitent
wanderer. |

Blackboard. !
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ. |

DIRECTIONS. Draw the cross in two colors, white and
red; the letters in blue or green and pink: the words
“1Come" in white. Letters may be drawn in two col-

.ors, shading one into the other. A letter may be col-

ored blue at the top and half-way down changed to
pink or white,

The truths of to-day's lesson are so plain, and will no
doubt be so thoroughly taught in the classes, that the
blackboard is only used to complete the teaching, by
setting forth that the way to come to the eross is to come
as the prodigal son came — just as he was, confessing, re-
penting, believing.

OFPTIONAL HYMNS,

Jesus is calling.

Depth of mercy.

Why do you wait?
Just as I am.

Look up.

Christ is near.

1 heard the voice,

1 was a wandering.
Come, ye disconsolate,
Keep thou my way.
Yield not to temptation.
My youth is thine.
Rescue the perishing.
Gather them in.

The Liesson Catechism.

1. What did the younger son demand of his father?
His share of the inheritance,

2. How did he waste his substance in the far country ?
With riotous living.

3. When he had spent all what arose in that far
land? A mighty famine,

4. In his misery what resolution did he make? *1
will arive and go to my father,”

5. What did he say to him? ¢ Father, I have
sinned against heaven, and before thee.”

6. How did the father act? He was moved with
compnssion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and
kissed him,

The Church Catechism.

CATECHISM QUESTION.
5. Why is this sometimes called justification ?
B the forg P is justified, or trea
Christ's sake as if he were righteous.

Being justified by faith, let us have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.—Romans v, 1.

A.D.30.] LESSON VI, THE RICH

MAN AND LAZARUS, [Aug. 10,

GOLDEN TEXT. How hard is it for them that trust in riclies to enter into the kingdom of God !
Mark 10. 24,

Authorized Version,

Luke 16, 19-31. [Commit to memory verses 25, 26.
19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothe
in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every

day:
%) Apd there was a certain beggar named Laz’a-rus,
which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell
from the rich man's table : moreover the dogs came and
licked his sores.

29 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels into A’bra-ham’s bosom : the
rich man also died, and was buried ;

23 And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in tor-

Revised Version.

19 Now there was a certain rich man, and he was
clothed in purple and fine linen, faring sumptuously
20 every day: and a certain beggar named Laz'a-rus
21 was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be
fedwith the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table;
22 yea, even the dogs came and licked his sores. And it
came to pass, that the beggar died, and that he was
carried away by the angels into A’bra-ham’s bosom
23 and the rich man also died, and was buried. And in
Ha’des he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and
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ments, and seeth A’bra-ham afar off, and Laz'a-rus in
his bosum.

24 And he cried and said, Father A’bra-ham, have
merey on me, and send Laz’a-rus, that he may dip the |
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seeth A’bra-ham afar off, and Laz’a-rus in his bosom,

|Aug. 10.

24 And he erled and said, Father A’bra-ham, have

mercy on me, and send Laz'a-rus, that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue ;

y ¢ v |
tip of his fiuger fu water, and cool my tongue ; for T am | 95 for 1 am in anguish in this flame. But A’bra-ham

tormented in this flame.

25 But A’bra-ham said, Son, remember that thou in |
thy life-time receivedst thy good things, and likewise |
Laz'a-rus evil things : but now he is comforted, and thou ‘
art tormented.

2 And beside all this, between us and you there is a |
great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from |
hence
would come from thence.

27 Then he sald, 1 pray thee therefore, father, that |
thou wouldest send him o my father's house : |

28 For 1 have five brethren : that he may testify unto |
them, lest they also come into this place of torment. !

20 A’bra-ham saith unto him, They have Mo'ses |
and the prophets; let them hear them.

30 And he said, Nay, father A’bra-ham: but if one
went unto them from the dead, they will repent.

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Mo'ses and
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one
rose from the dead.

vou cannot; neither can they pass to us, that |

said, Son, remember that thou in thy life-time receiv-
edst thy good things, and Laz’a-rus m like manuer
evil things : but now here he is comforted, and thou
art in anguish, And beside all this, between us and
you there is a great gulf fixed, that they which
would pass from hence to you may not be able, and
that noue may cross over from thence to us. And he
said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest
send him to my father's house; for I have five
28 brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they
20 also come into this place of wrment, But A’bra-
bam saith, They have Mo'ses and the prophets ; let
30 them hear them. And he said, Nay, father A’bra-
ham : but if one go to them from the dead, they will
31 repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not
Mo/ses and the prophets, neither will they be per-
suaded, if one rise from the dead.

TIME.—30 A. D. PLACKE.Perea, RULERS.—
Same as before. DOUTRINAL sUGGESTION.—The
intermediate state. |

HOME READINGS. |

M. The rich man and Lazarus, Luke 16, 19-81. |

Tw. Danger of riches. Psa. 73, 1-12 |

W. Slippery places. Psa. 78. 13-24.

Th. Wealth unsatisfying. Ecel. 5. 8-18.

F. Corrupted riches. Jas. 5. 1-8.

S. The teaching of Moses. John 5, 39-47.

B, Comfort for the despised. Luke 6. 20-26.

LESSON MYMNS,

No. 240, New Canadian Hymnal,

When the mists have rolled in splendour.
No. 246, New Canadian Hymnal,

In the Christian’s home in glory.
No. 243, New Canadian Hywmnal.

Sittiug by the gateway of a palace fair.

DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hywns, Nos. 219, 24, 220,
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Here, v.19-21.

What class in antiquity was robed in purple ?
Was it sinful to live, like this rich man, a life of ban-

quets ?
‘Were there many s in the ancient O fent ?
Why was this one laid at the rich man’s gate 7
For what portion of the rich man’s food did Lazarus ly

hunger ?
What horrible incident aggravated the pains of his \
uleeration and hunger?
2. Hereafter, v, 2231

When the beggar died what became of his soul ?

Why do you suppose nothing is said about his funeral ?

When the rich man died what became of his body ?

Why do you suppose nothing is said about his escort |
into the invisible world ?

By what phrase did the Jews describe the happy con-
dition of the blessed ¥

What is meant by the word ** hell " in the New Testa- |
ment? .

What was the condition of the rich man in the other
world ?

Where did he see Abraham and Lazarus ?

What relationship to Abraham did he claim ?

0. what errand did he ask that Lazarus might be

sent?
Did this request indicate arrogance, or was it a pitiful
ery of merey ¢
What may we infer concerning retribution after death
from this narrative ? |
Did Abraham recognize the sonship of the rich man?
How will memory affect us in the future life ¥

What four ominous words in Matt. 6. 2 illustrate
ver. 25

What bad the rich man chosen during his life-time ?

Was he punished in the other world because he had
been rich here, or because he was self-centered 7

Was Lazarus rewarded because he had been a beggar
in this life. or because he had used its painful disciplive
to make his character better ¥

Vhat does the finpassable great gulf mean ?
What inference may be drawn from the request of the
did A use this request ?

‘Would you not suppose that men who negleet Bible
warni! wouid be made serious by the appearance of
& warning ghost ?

What v as Abrabam's final response ?

Practical Teachings.

Death is not a * sleep and a forgetting.” No Interval
of unconsciousness on the part of either Lazarus or the
rich man is intimated.

A man's choices determine his character, not his
chances, Bven without the d the prophets " an
unenlightened e g after viruue will be M.?m" % by

gro| TV wi Y
God. But law, ngu. Gospel, and ‘mmu arnings,
all . will not drwemse ves d’ler the con-
duet of the man whose evil heart has chosen evil.

The best mansions on earth are owned by the men
who have the most dollars. Ooccupancy of the mansions
of heaven is determined by character.

Better Potter's Field and a convoy of angels than a
pompous funeral and flery torments.

Hints for Home Study.

1. To understand costliness and uses of fine linen com-
pare Gen, 41, 42; Esth. 8. 513 Prov. 31 223 Ezek. 27,73
Rev. 18, 12,

2. Ascertain if in any other of Jesus's parables a
proper name is given.

3. Inform yourself as fully as possible about Jewish
belief concerning future state, and sbout the meaning
of the phrases ** hell " and ** Abraham'’s bosom.”

4. Find an illustration of the truth of Abraham’s last
statement in the effects on the authorities of the raising
of another Lazarus from the dead.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. Here, v, 19-21
What two persons are pictured here ?
What is said of the rich man’s raiment ?
What of his daily food?
Where was Lazarus found daily?
What is said of his daily food ¥
‘Who were his only companions ?
_What does God require of the rich here? 1 Tim. 6.

7, 18,
What rich poor men does God honor? Jas. 2.5,

2. Hercafter, v. 22-31,
What hnﬂrened to both of these men ?
‘Where did the poor man go, and how ?
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What became of the rich man ?

Whom did he see and recognize ?
What prayer did he offer ?

What contrast did Abraham poiut out ?
What hindered granting the rich man's prayer ?
where then did he wish Lazarus sent ?

Why did he make this request ?

What was Abraham’s reply ?

What was said in answer to this?

What reason was given why this would fafl ?

What danger from riches does the GOLDEN TEXT point

out?
" Teachings of the Lesson,

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That there is a future life?
2. That the life here determines the life hereafter ?
3. That there is no path from hell to heaven ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.

Find a case where a prophet was called back from the |

grave to deliver a message,
Find instructions given by Jesus for the giving of
feasts,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
Who is the good man in this parable ¥ Lazarus.
What was he? Very poor and sick
Where was he laid each day? B
Why was he taken there? To be fed w

crumbs from the rich man’s table,

ate.

y arich ma
the

Where was he taken when he died?  To heaven,

Was this because he was poor? No; because he was
righteous.

Who also died and was buried? The rich man.

Where was he taken when he died 7 To the place of
torment,

Was this because he was rich 7 No; because he was
wicked,

What was his sin? He lived for this life only,

Whom did he see afar off 7 Lazarus, with Abra-
ham.

What did he usk that Lazarus might do? Bring him
a drop of water.

What did Abraham say was between them ? A great
guif,

When do we make our cholee between heaven and
hellz o this life,

l What is the best time to choose 7 In ehildhood.

Words with Little People,
QUESTIONS TO ANSWER TO YOURSELF:
Do 1 believe that there is another life after this ?
Am I getting ready for the heavenly life now ?
Or am I letting 8atan make me ready for the place of
torment ?
Whisper Prayer.

Let me not at heaven's gate
Hear the dreadful words, * Too late!™

General Statement.

While proceeding on his Perean Journey Jesus was on one oceasion brought into contact with a number of
Pharisees who rejected with disdain his teachings concerning wor Christ d that the opini of
earth were not the standards of heaven. To show that the most envied here are not always the favorites there,
and that the despised here may prove the honored ones hereafter, the Lord lifts the curtain of the eternal world,
and bids his revilers 100k upon the contrast of the rich man and Lazarus, both in this life and the life to come,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 19. A certain rich man. Unnamed. Not
what is generally called a wicked tharacter, but & pros-
perous worldling, living solely for this present life, with
little care for others and none for the world to come.
Purple and fine linen. Descriptive of extreme lux-
ury. The purple dye, made from a Syrian sea-shell,
was very costly, and i8 now lost. Purple robes were
worn only by princes. Egyptian linen, here alluded to,
was called **woven air.” It was as transparent as
lawn and nearly as fine as silk, and was enormously ex-
pensive, Fared sumptuously. * Making merry in
splendor,” Every day. What other nabobs did on
exceptional occasions was his dafly habit. But his guilt
lay not so much in having these ** vanities,” (for it 1s
not intimated that he had wrongly acquired them), but
in living for them.

20, 21. A certain beggar. Literally, *'a poor
man,” Lazarus, This is the only instance of a per-
sonal name in our Lord's parables. (1) Even the
poorest of saints is known by name to the Saviour.
Was laid. Carelessly left there by unsympathetic
bearers. At his gate. Gates in the Orlent (whether
public or private) are apt o be infested by beggars.
@) So throughout the world the rich and poor meet
face to face. The rich man cannot escape the presence
of the beggar at his gate, Full of sores, Instead of
“merry splendor™ Lazarus had only painful ulcer-
ations, which were probably the result of want of food.
Desiring.  Whether or not the desire was gratiled we
kuow not. Crumbs, The soft part of thin cakes of
which the rich ate the delicate crust, and wiping their
fingers on the other portion, threw it away. More-
over. Andeven. The dogs. Got the fragments Laz-
arus longed for, then came and worried him. The
ownerless hungry dogs of Eastera cities are the only
scavengers, Licked his sores. No tenderness on
their part is indicated.

22. The beggar died. To him death was a happy

release, Wan earried. His deach was not the end but
the beginning of his life. (3) The real life is that of
the spirit which no death can kill. By angels,
“ Angels were not shy of touching him, for his sores
were on his body only ; his soul was without spot."'—
M. Harvey. Abraham's bosom, The Jews used three
phrases to indicate the heavenly state—"" the throne of
glory,” ** Paradise or Eden,” and ** the bosom of Abra-
ham.” The fancy that lay behind the latter term was
that of a great feast in which the ** Father of the faith-
ful was host.” (4) Those who have entered into rest
know each other there. Rich man aiso died.
(5) Not all the gold of California can buy off death.
Was buried. There was a grand funeral, doubtless,
and a costly tomb ; but a lost soul. (6) It is more im-
portant what becomes of one's spirit than what be-
comes of one’s body.

23. In hell. Hades. To Christ's hearers this word
brought only the thought of a place where men lived
without their bodies, but with two widely severed por-
tions, the delightsome abode of the righteous, and the
dreary dwelling-place of the wicked. Lifted up his
eyes. (1) Disembodied spirits have powers of cog-
nition. 1t s the living soul thatsees through the fleshly
eyes on earth, In torments. The misery of remorse,
ungratified desire, and guilty forebodings. Abraham
afar off. Perhaps in distance ; perhaps in character,

24, 25, 26, Fn}hrr Abraham. Clinging to some
hope from his relatiouship to Abraham—a sort of
Church-membership—though that very fact made his
guilt the greater, (8)" 1"here be many in hell that call
Abraham father.” Send Lazarus. These words
might indicate the old selfish arrogance and heartless-
ness ; but they are more likely to indicate a pathetio
craving for the sympathy of one for whom in his life-
time he had only contempt. Tormented. [ am suf-
fering pain, In this flame. This agony of soul; ma.
terial flame could not touch a spirit, Abraham saith,
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The answer is fatherly, calm, and solemn, without mock-
fng. Son. Abraham does not disown his relationship.
“gon ™ here is the same word the father uses to the
elder son in the parable of the prodigal son. Remem-
ber. (9 Memory survives the grave, afact of terror
for the sinner. Thou in thy lifestime. Every man
makes choice of the sort of Joys he will indulge in.
Lazarus had chosen the eternal things and bhad had a
hard time till the dawn of eternity brought him bliss.
The rich man had chosen temporal things, and now his
Joys were exhausted. Thou art tormented, Having
laid up no treasure in heaven nothing remains for him
but misery. A greatgull. The line between good and
evil, which men may easily cross on earth, in eternity
widens to an impassable gulf. Neither can they pass.
There is no hint here of a purgatery, & progression, or
an * eternal hope."

27, 28, 29, Send him to my father's house, Per.
haps from a burning desire to save others ; perhaps in
weak attempt to accuse God of not having given him
opportunity enough. Moses and the prophets, Sufm.
clent to warn any heedful man from wicked self-indul-
gence, (10) But how much clearer light have we with
the New, as well as the Old Testament.

30, 31, From the dead. The Jews were by nature
peculiarly susceptible to the marvelous. A messenger
trom the dead would be pecullarly impressive. Neither
will they be persuaded. Infidelity and humble faith
in God are alike produced, in most instances, not by
outward circumstances, but by a man's own decision,
There are few men indeed who have not within handy
reach all the means necessary to secure their salvation,
(11) They who spurn God's word would sneer at a

veice from the grave.

CRITICAL NOTES.

The present lesson affords another glimpse of the
noble polemic of Jesus against the religious leaders of
his day. We saw in 15, 2, how as & matter of principle
these persons kept themselves aloof from the morally
outeast classes : we shall learn from this new chapter
(18, 14) that they quite as studiously avoided and neg-
Jected the poor and suffering (compare Matt, 23. 14),
-and that from motives of simple avarice. When Jesus,
therefore, once more teaches his disciples that earthly
riches should be so used as not to forfeit but to increase

mention is made of his burial. Perhaps we are to un-
derstand that no one cared enough for him to give him
a decent {nterment, Carrled away. His soul was led
! {nto the hidden world, Abraham's bosom. This was
a current Jewish phrase for paradise. Was burled,
With the pomp and display of & costly oriental funeral,
no doubt.

23. Hades. This word, whose literal meaning fs
 The Invisible,” is applied to the realm of disembodied
spirits, both good and bad. The word **hell™ of the

one's heavenly riches (16. 9: compare 12, 33), it is not Authorized Version 1s, therefore, too restricted a term,

surprising that the Pharisees vented their scorn upon

Being in torments, The participle suggests the tor-

& rabbi who, though he had not so much as a place to | mentas a permanent condition of one in that part of

lay his head, uttered the boldest doctrines concerning

Hades. Asthe rich man's body had been buried tue

the use of wealth, As areply to their disdain the par- | torment is thought of as afilicting his soul. In his

able of Dives and Lazarus, giving the negative side of

bosom. Reclining at table with the father of the Jew-

the teaching of 16, 1-13, was uttered. As the former | ish nation and occupying the post of honor at the ban-

parable had shown the wisdom of finding in earthly
riches the opportunity for spiritual gain, the present

quet.
24. Father Abrabam. Like the Pharisees, he

one teaches how the neglect of such opportunities en- thinks his Jewish descent will have saving efflcacy for

tails everlasting loss upon the soul.
Verse 19, A certain rich man. A concrete case

bim. Luke 3.8, Send Lazarus. He knows the name
of the beggar, it seems, He has never acknowledged

such as this promises to be will arrest the attention of him as & neighbor before, bu, like the wounded Jew,

the scoffers. v, 14. Purple. The unobtrusive black
which Europeans wear would find little favor in the
Orient, where both sexes delight in striking colors.
“The color here mentioned was the most expensive and
gorgeous of all. Fine linen. Fora luxurious uunder-
garment., Faring sumptuously. See margin of Re-
vised Version, which is much nearer the Greek.

20. Named Lazarus. The beggar is probably given
4 proper name to facilitate the dialogue of verses 24-31,
as Hofmann suggested. This view seems preferable to
that which makes the name & symbolical one. At hils
gate. At the outer portal toward the street, where the
rich man could not fail to see him as often as he passed
outorin, Full of sores. The word “full™ is not in
the Greek. The participle employed means “‘ulcer-
ated,” and was a technical term used by Greek medical
writers.

be will gladly enough acknowledge him now. Cool
my tongue, With the drops of water that trickle from
his finger-tip. His request 1s as moderate as had been
the desire of Lazarus, v. 21, li “nguish. In his life-
time he had lived in mirth every day. v. 19. He has
pow come to himself. This flame. Fire which pro-
duces such sudden and excruciating pain to the flesh isa
suitable symbol for the sorrow and remorse which have
power to produce alike effect upon the soul.

23. Son. Note how tenderly the lost soul is ad-
dressed, and that the sonship of the lost is sadly ac-
knowledged. Recelved. In Greek, received what you
could reasonably expect. 'Thy good things. Like the
rich man of 12. 19, the rich young ruler of 18. 23, and
the Pharisees of verse 14, he had chosen the things of
this life in preference to being rich toward God. Evil
things. Not *his" evil things, for he had not chosen

21. Desiring to be fed. We are not told whether them.

nis desire was granted, because his abject condition is
one of the necessary detalls of the story. Crumbs,

26. Beside all this, Even if the granting of the re-
quest were not unjust, it would be impracticable,

This word is not in the original. Fragments of food | Great guif. The Greek word is “‘chasm,” which is
larger than crumbs may have been thought of. Dogs | allied to our word * yawn," and indicates a canyon-

came. In Syrian cities dogs are half wild and prowl

like opening with steep walls and profound depth.

night and day at large in the streets. They are not | Fixed. The the rig and the
petted, as with us, but are regarded as unclean and re- | wicked in Hades 1is permanent. Would pass....to
pulsive as buzzards and hyenas are among us. The | you. * You" is plural; you and your companions. In
dogs are thought of as adding to the beggar's misery | life the wicked are permitted to mingle freely with the

rather than as alleviating it.

righteous ; in the other world the righteous are not per-

2. Died. Of disease and hunger, doubtless. No mitted to mingle with and minister to the wicked.

Aug.
v—
Cross ¢
suffer.
no relief
escape f
to his J¢
28.
younger
anticipa
bim be:
careless
he had
emn tes
you kn¢
1 have s
able W
your 1if
ment W
29.
held be
{deal o
clear W
to Cres
pressiv
convin
Lazaru
30.
warnis
He did
differe
would
person
about
31.
ness U
which
Moses

Qu
Laza
death

The
breth
suffer
eralis
final
acten
ply s¢
both
mem
prove
plies

Th
seorT
whie
natic
the
man
from
place
The
flam
teac
upor
lew,

1
shoy
who
unb



vil

Aug. 10.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. 235

Cross over from thence, To escape the torment they
suffer.

27. 1 pray thee therefore. In view of the fact that
po relief can come to one in this place and no one can
escape from it into paradise. Father, He clings still
to his Jewish prerogatives.

28. Five brethren. They were thought of as
younger brethren, probably, He had not while i life
anticipated torment and Abraham's inability to help
pim beyond the grave; he fears his brethren are as
careless of their opportunities for repentance (v, 3) as
be had been, Testify. The Greek word indicates sol-
emn testimony. Lazarus would say: You know me;
you know that I died ; T will tell you what I have seen
I have seen your deceased brother in torments and un-
gble to escape; if you do not by God's help change
your life you will be brought into the same state of tor-
ment when you die.

29. Moses. That is, the law of Moses. That law
held before all careful listeners to its precepts a lofty
ideal of love toward God and man; the prophets gave
clear warnings as to the es of
to Creator and creature. Moses had shown more im-
pressive tokens of divine authority and had given more
convineing testimony to the laws of righteousness than
Lazarus could.

30. Nay. No, they will give no more heed to the
warnings of Scripture than I did. From the dead.
He did not perceive that the same incredulity and in-
difference with which they received the Scriptures
would be natural to them in the presence of a living
person Who should claim to give personal testimony
about the unseen world.

31. Persuaded. There is an obdurate unwilling-
ness to know the truth which must be overcome, with
which Lazarus would be even less potent to deal than
Moses, Elijab, and other prophets.

The Lesson Council.

Question 2. Does the parable of the rich man and
Lazarus shed any light on the condition of manafter
death and before the judgment.

The fact that the rich man in torment referred to
brethren then living on earth yroves that whatever his
sufferings were they preceded the judgment. The lit-
eralism, however, of a parable intended toteach the vast
final difference in the lot of selfish and unselfish char-
acters must not be pressed too severely. We may sim-
ply say that the condition of unsaved men after death is
both unhappy and hopeless. The fact of retaining a
memory, as is indicated in the word * remember,”
proves unhappiness, while the +* great gulf fixed ™ im-
plies hopelessness.—Rev. C.S. Ryman.

This parable was spoken to rebuke the covetous and
scornful spirit of the Pharisees. It teaches that ** that
which is exalted among men’ may be *an abomi-
nation in the sight of God." It teaches further that
the moral condition of men after death is fixed, Each
wan goes to his own place. Any inferences drawn
from the imagery used concerning an intermediate
place for departed spirits are extremely precarious.
The figures employed, such as Abraham’s bosom, the
flame and the water, were familiar ones in rabbinical
teaching, and, as in all parables, stress is not to be laid
upon the minor details,—Professor Charles F. Brad-
ley, D.D.

1. There is continuous conscious being. This s
ghown by the ** remember " of verse 25 and by the
whole tenor of the account. 2. Those who through
unbelief make money and the pleasures of this

world their good will endure untold suffering and some
others will have great enjoyment. Vers. 14, 22-25, 81,
3. There is a complete and permanent separation of the
two classes made by the justice of their reaping what
they have sown in this life (Gal. b. 8) and by the * greag
gulf fixed." Vers. 25, 26, 4. Nooneis sent back from
that world to lead to God those in this who do not be-
lieve the Seriptures. Vers. 21-31.— Professor Edward
Parks.

This is not a parable of the judgment. But it does

reveal with wonderful clearness future moral conditions.
In the last antitheses of the parable the circumstances
of both Lazarus and the rich man are unmistakably set,
and take on the fixed of a final §
But character leads on to that as life leads on to death.
Death ushers at once the righteous disposition. What
that disposition is the parable clearly shows, Lazarus
is comforted, the rich man tormented. The final judg-
ment reverses nothing ; what the parable reveals the
judgment will ratify.—A. H. Norcross, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Saved and the Lost.
I. Tue SAvED HEREAFTER.
1. His Privilege. ** Carried by the angels.” v. 22,
**8hall gather together his elect.” Matt. 4. 3L
* We shall all be changed.” 1 Cor. 15. 51.
2. His Fellowship. * Into Abraham’s bosom.'™
v. 22
“ghall I know even as... am known." 1Cor. 13.12.
80 shall we ever be with the Lord. 1 Thess. 417
4. His Happiness, ** He is comforted.” v. 25,
“ God shall wipe away all tears.” Rev. 21 4.
* Eternal weight of glory.” 2 Cor. 4.17.
II. Tug Lost CoNDITION.
1. Consclousness. ** He lifted up his eyes,” v. Z.
» There shall be weeping.” Luke 13, 28,
* The fire is not quenched.” Mark 9. 43.
2, Misery. * I am tormented.” v. 2%,
“The smoke of their torment." Rev. 4. 1L
» Tribulation and anguish,” Rom. 2.9,
3. Separation, ' A great quif fixed.” v. 26,
* From the presence of the Lord.” 2 Thess. 1. 9.
* pepart from e, ye cursed.” Matt, 25, 41.
11I. Tue WAY OF SALVATION,
1. Knowledge. * Moses and the prophets.” v.
+ gearch the Seriptures—eternal life.” John b. 39,
2. Heeding, ** Let them hear them.” v. 290,
*Seek ye the Lord.” Isa. 55. 7.
3. Repentance. ** They will repent.” v. 30,
** Repent ye and believe.” Murk 1. 15.
4. Faith. * Be persuaded.” v. 3L
 Believed Moses. . . .believed me.” John B, 40,

Thoughts for Young People.
On the Future Life.
1. There is a life beyond the grave, both for the just

and the unjust. Ver. 22.

2. The future life will be one of individual, conscious
existence and of keen suseeptibility, Vers. 22, .

3. The future life will have its own standards and
principles of judgment, utterly different from those of
earth, Ver. 23,

4. The future life will have distinctions based, not on
socicl or hereditary or financial differences, but on char-
acter only. Ver. 2.

5. The future lite will have distinctions which are

eternal between saint and sinuer. Ver. 20,
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6. The future lite will have knowledge, companion-
ship, communion between souls of kindred character.
Vers, 23-25.

7. The future life will have palns and penalties from
which souls may vainly strive to free themselves.
Ver, 2.

#. The future life wlil depend upon the use which is
made in the present life of the opportunities of salva-
tion. Vers, 20-3L

Liesson Word-Picture.

What, that old beggar at the door of Dives again?
Yes, Lazarus is there once more. A great feast is com-
ing off in the rich man's home. Have you not observed
the bustle of servants around the house ? Sueh a stir in
the magnificent dining-room ! Such a dusting of
couches, spreading of tables, und rattling of dishes!
Why, the scent of the viands is appetizing enough to at-
tract any passing beggar, and it would seem as if, llkea
magnet, it had drawn Lazarus. There he is, with
his hungry eyes looking eagerly for any meaty bone the
servants may pityingly throw him. How he sniffs the
odors, separating and classifying them, and wishing be
could exchange smell for substance !

It is time for the feast to begin. Dives has arrayed
himself in purple and fine linen. With rings on his fin-
gers, soft velvet sandals on his feet, and a satin turban
on his head, he goes down to the door to welcome hie
guests, Here they come! Nabal, rich in flocks, the
great captain, Naaman, that distinguished doctor of the
Jaw, Jonathan, and Dives's five brothers, all in purple
and fine linen, are AMong the guests. Any body notice
the uninvited company outside the door—Lazarus ? Yes:
and they all, Dives among them, turn up their noses at
the beggar. No friends has he. None? Yes, four-
footed ones. The dogs are his friends, dogs from the
street, dogs without owners, dogs lean and hungry and
gaunt, scavenger dogs. They come and lick his hands.
It would be like him to share bones from Dives's kitehen
with them.

Yes, Lazarus has his friends, That {s very noticeable
ere long. There is one day in the golden city a rustle of
preparation for some special event. There is a stir
among the shining ones. Word has come that Lazarus
is dying, and a convoy of angels is needed to bring him
home. One night, when the stars are thick, they softly
Jeave the golden city. They fly to earth. They hover
about the poor vld beggar who Is just breathiog his last.
He may be dying at Dives's door. His old friends, the
dogs, are about mm, They stare wonderingly at the
soft glory which falls upon them. They look up. They
hear a whirr of wings. Then all is stifl. The poor old
beggar is gone.

Poor and old? It was a soul in the youth of immor-
tality and robed in eternal light that the angels bore to
Abraham’s bosom.

By and by Dives dies. There is a big funeral. Long
is the procession. Great is the bowl of the hired
mourners. It all ends, though, in a cold, lonely tomb.
Dives wakes up. Where is he 2 In what prison-house ?
0, how consclence torments him! He thinks of God,
whom he despised. He thinks of his fellows that he
neglected, and of a certain beggar named Lazarus whom

he slighted and scorned.

“ And if there isn't Lazarus,” hesays, ‘away up there
in Abraham's bosom !

Yes, it is Lazarus; and Dives begins to call, ** Father
Abraham! Father Abraham!™ Couldn’t Lazarus bring

No. Dives sinned, and Dives must suffer.

How things have changed around ! Lazarus, up ins
glory greater than that of purple and fine liuen : Dives,
the poor beggar now, down in a misery greater than that
of rags and hunger.

By Way of Illustration.

Trusting in Riches, Two gentiemen were passing a
fine estate when one asked : ** What is the value of this
estate 7"

* 1 know what it cost its late possessor.”

“* How much ? "

“Hissoul. He used to be a Christian, but became ab-
sorbed in money-making and the pleasures of life, and
forgot the life beyond. When dying he said: ‘My
prosperity has been my ruin.' "

Hereafter, In Venice there lived & merchant prince
whose life was given to sin and dissipation. He gave a
great feast. His sons, who were Christians, went into
the room and wrote on the wall with a stick of phos-
phorus, ** Prepare to meet thy God.” The company ar-
rived and were soon in deep carousal. As it grew late
the candles went out, and the solemn message shone
out upon the wall. The host was astonished, and then
alarmed, and calling for his sons announced his de-
termination to leave his sins and prepare to meet his
God,

» Mamma,” said a little child, *my Sunday-school
teacher tells me that the world is only a place in which
God lets us live awhile that we may prepare for a better
world. But, mother, 1 don't see any body preparing.
1 see you preparing to go into the country and Eliza is
preparing to come here; but I don't see any one pre-
paring to go there. Why don't you try to get ready ?"

A minister being asked by a friend during his last
fllness whether he thought nimself dying, answered,

* Really, friend, I care not whether I am or not;
for if 1die, Ishall be with God ; and if I live, he will
be with me.”

Laying up Treasures. Three men were talking to-
gether after the Chicago fire. Oneof them sald, ** Thank
God, there was some of my money placed where it could
not burn.”

As he turned away, one of the others said to his com-
panion, ** That man gave away last year nearly a mill-
fon dollars, and if I had not been a fool I should have
done the same.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

State the purpose of this parable....A word-picture
of the scene on earth ; The rich man's mansion ; Laza-
rus at his door-step. ...Then two other word-pictures:
Lazarus in the eternal state ; the rich man in his eternal
state. ...Show what was his condition ; why it was his
condition. ..How we may escape hell and enter
heaven . ... What inferences concerning the future life
we may draw from this story ..What it teaches to be
our personal duty: 1) Love to man; 2) Use of oppor-
tunity ; 3) Thought of thefuture ; 4) Belief in Seripture §
5) Obedience to God's word. ...8pecial application on
the use of all privileges and opportunities. . . Addi-
tional Practical Lessons: 1) The decisions of eternity
are irreversible; 2) Our present life determines the
character and surroundings of our eternal life. 3)Souls

him a little relief?

preserve their individuality in the world to come 4) To
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every man is given sufficient light to guide him in the ’
way of salvation. See * Practical Teachings ** printed 1
elsewhere. [

References. |

FREEMAN. Ver. 21: Disposition of crumbs, 782, Vers,
- bosom," 814, Vers. 20, 31: ** Mo-
ses and the prophets,' 834,

Primary and Intermediate.

LEssoN THovGHT, The Right Choice.

Ask how many children have ever seen a beggar? ‘
Tell that one of Jesus's parables was about a good man [
who was so sick that he could not work, and therefore
had to beg. Explain that some poor people are lazy and “
wicked. It is not right to help such by giving them food |
and money. But others are good people, whom the Loid !
loves. We should be careful not to despise the poor
beggar, for he may be one of the Lord's de. ~ children.

Tell the parable. Describe the rich man, in his beau-
tiful house, eclothed in purple and fine linen such as
kings wear, eating his dinner, which was a feast of good
things. Just by his gate lay Lazarus, the poor beggar,
who had no one even to dress the sores on his body, so
that the dogs in the street came apd licked them. The !
rich man could easily have sent a servant to give food
and care to the poor man if he did not want to see him
with his own eyes. But his heart was full of something
which shuts out pity. What is it? Make a beart on the
board, and inside print in large enough letters to fill up
the space, ** Self-love.” That always shuts the heart to
all good.

Tell that one day God sent his angels to carry the soul
of the poor sick beggar to paradise. The angels did not
stop to ask if he was rich or poor. They looked at his
heart and saw that he had the kind of riches which |
take one straight into heaven, |

Make another heart, and ask the children what to |
print inside it. Print ** Love for God," filling the entire |
space with the letters, Yes, a beggar may have a heart {
full of love ! The ragged child that some children laugh
at may be one thatthe angels love to be with! Describe
the poor little funeral, and then the grand funeral given '
the rich man when be died. |

Make a dividing line between the two hearts on the |
board. Selfish hearts and loving hearts have to live to- ‘
gether sometimes in this world, but not in the other
world! Lazarus, the poor beggar, was carried by the
angels to Abraham's bosom. That means a place of )
great blessedness. Ask if children think he was taken ‘
there because he was a beggar? No; but because he |
was a good man who truly loved God. |

But the rich man who loved
only himself was taken to a
VANGER
were his riches now? He had
to leave all in this world! Only
the riches of the heart—loveand
faith—can go into the other
world.

the two hearts. On the one side print, ** Evil," on the
other, ** Good.” Teach that in this life God gives us the
opportunity to make our cholce. He has given Jesus to
show the right way. If we choose evil, that makes &

gulf between us and God. Let us choose the good
now, this very day.

place of pain and misery. Where |

|
Tell why Lazarus could not go 1
and help the suffering man. Print ** Choice” between |

0 e i dly rig by the
| Holy Spirit, who enabies him to do righteousness,

Blackboard

WEB’\ THE T/ME/

This design is intended to show to the school the ne-
cessity for redeeming the present time. Thislife is rep-
resented by an hour-glass, whose sands are quickly run-
ning away. Soon the hour will be gone, and each one
will enter into eternity. The question for each one to
ask is, How will Tenter? Am I redeeming the time?
Am I wasting the hour? The time as written on the
hour-glass is NOW. Each one is building his character
for eternity, and what that will be depends on the way
the present life is spent.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Weeping will not.
Hide thou me.
Take my life.
Come unto me,
Take the name.
My Jesus, as thou.
1 need thee,

He leadeth me.
Safe in the arms.
All my doubts,

Is my name.
Child of a King.

The Liesson Catechism.
For the entire school.]

1. Where was Lazarus the beggar laid while suffering
from hunger and sores? At the rich u 's gate.

2. When he died where did the angels carry him?
Into Abraham’s bosom.

3. What led the rich man, after death, to appeal to
Abraham ? He was in torments,

4. With what did he ask that Lazarus might be sent?
A drop of water to cool his tongue.

5. When refused this favor to whom did he ask that
Lazarus might be sent in warning? To his five
brethren.

6. What did Abraham say would oceur since they
heard not Moses and the prophets ? Neither will they
be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

6. But is not he who is treated as righ
righteous also? IR

He is mad

ing of the

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled io
us, who walk not atter the flesh, but after the Spirit.~
Romans viil. 4.

Titus iil. 5; 1 John iil, 7.




238 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.
[

[Aug. 17,

A.D. 30, LESSON VII. THE

GOLDEN TEXT. Were there not ten ¢
Authorized Version.

Luke 17. 11-19. [Commit to memory verses 15-17.]

11 And it came to pass, as he went to Je-ru’sa-lem,
that he passed through the midst of Sa-ma’ri-a and Gal’-
i-lee.

12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met
him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off :

13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Je'sus,
Master, have mercy on us.

14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go
show yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass,
that, as they went, they were cleansed.

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed,
u back, and with a loud voice glorified God,

16 And fell down on his face at h feet, giving him

thanks : andhe was a Sa-mar’i-tan.

17 And Je'sus answering said, Were thore not ten
cleansed ? but where are the nine

15 There are not found that returned to give glory to
God, save this stranger.

19’ Aud he said unto him, Arise, go thy way : thy faith
hath made thee whole.

TEN LEPERS, [Aug. 17,

leansed ¥ but where are the nine 1 Luke 17. 17.

Revised Version,

11  And it came to pass as they were on the way
o Je-ru’sa-lem, that he was passing through the midst
12 of Sa-ma’ri-a and Gal'i-lee.  And as he entered ino
a certain village, there met him ten men that were
13 lepers, which stood afar off : and they lifted up their
14 volces, saylng, Je'sus, Master, have mercy onus. And
when he saw them, he said unto them, Go and shew
yourselves unto the priests.  And it came o pass, as
15 they went, they were cleansed. And one of them,
when he saw that he was healed, turned back, with a
16 Joud voice glorifying God ; and he fell upon his face
at his feet, giving him thanks : and he was a Sa-mar’-
17 f-tan. And Je'sus answering said, Were not the ten
18 cleansed ? but where are the nine? Were there none
found that returned to give glory to God, save this
19 stranger ? And he said unto him, Arise, and go thy
way ; thy faith hath made thee whole.

TIME.—30 A. D. PLACE.—Near the dividing line
LERS

between Samaria_and Galilee, RULER! ~~Same as
before. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—Cleansing
from sin.
HOME READINGS,

M. The ten lepers. Luke 17, 11-19.

Tu. Consequences of leprosy. 2 Chron. 26, 14-21.

W. Outside the gate, 2 Kings 7. 3-11.

Th, Naaman healed. 2 Kings 5. 8-14.

F. Law of cleansing. v. 4. 21-33,

S. A leper touched. _Luke 5, 12 15,

§. Soul cleansing. Psa. 5. 1-7.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 281, New Canadian Hymnal,
Oh, happy day that fixed my choice.

No. 233, New Canadian Hymnal.
Oh, what shall I Jo my Saviour to praise.

No. 227, New Canadian Hymnal.
1'll praise my Maker while I've breath.
DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 72, 67, 73
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

| while they were yet painfully diseased.

But when we

obey God his salvation comes,
The children of Israel were ordered to march directly
Vi it

| fnto the sea, and when their feet touched its wa
| divided. The lepers were ordered to act as if cured,

and immediately the cure came. S0 it is with sinnvers

d Hints for Home Study.
1. Notice the statement concerning this Journey at the
nning of the 19th chapter of Matthew and of the
10th chapter of Mark.
2. Read in the 13th and 14th chapters of Leviticus the
law for leprous cases.
3. Find a pathetic story in 2 Kingsof lepers who herded
mgemer at the gate of & starving town,
. Refresh in your mind the false creed which the Sa-
maritans cherished.
5. Fiud & probable cause for the separation of this lit-
tle group of ten before gratitude brought the Sawaritan

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS

1. The Ten, v, 11-14.
‘Whither was Jesus journeying ?
Between what provinces did he go?
Who met him on uis entrance to a village ?
Why did they stand afar off ¥ Lev. 13. 46,
In what respect is leprosy a type of sin ¢
What prayer did the lepers ¢ r?
What command did Jesus give

1. The Ten, v, 11-14,

‘What is the probable meaning of the phrase * passed
through the midst of ¢*

What does ** lifted up their voices " mean ?

What dignity did these lepers aceord to Jesus in their ‘

appeal ¢
Why did Jesus not place his band upon lepers, as he
touched so many aflicted by paralysis and blindness ?

Why, probably, did Jesus simply tell them to go to |

their priests?
What were they to go to their priests for?
What blessed result followed their obedience ?
2. The One, v, 15-19.
What two things did the grateful man do?

When the lepers left Jesus to present themselves to |

their priests bad they all gone one way?
5 As @ rule were Samaritans better or worse than the
ews ?

What did Jesus ask ?

\\)’Ilmllnslum-vs in modern church life are analogous
tothis?

Why did Jesus call the Samaritan a stranger ?

What is the meaning of Christ’s declaration that the
leper’s faith had made him whole ?

Practical Teachings.

Not without profound reason is leprosy chosen in the
Seripture as the svimbol of sin. Its loathsomeness, its
disabling and defiling tendencies have their deep spirit-
ual parallels,

God's requirements to men are not based on * rea-
sn It seemed almost preposterous for these lepers to
start off to their priests, to show that they were cured,

e?
Why were they bidden to go to the priest? Lev. 14,
2: see Matt. b. 17
‘What result came as they obeyed ?
2. The One, v, 15-19,
‘What four things did one of the ten do?
When did he do this?
Towhat nation did he hg‘hmk‘.'
How did the Jews regard the Samaritans ? John 4.9,
What question did Jesus ask ? (GOLDEN TEXT.)
What did he say about the nine ?
What command did he g ve to the one?
Of what did he assure the man ?
How can we be made whole?  Acts 16,31
‘Feachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. Our need of God's merey ?
2. Our hope for God's merey ?
3. Our duty in view of God's mercey ?
Home Work for Young Bereans,
Find the case of four lepers associated together.
2Kings 7. 3.
Find the case of a great general who was a leper.
How many times in the gospels are Samaritans men-
tioned with respect or commendation ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

To what city was Jesus going ? To Jerusalem,
Thlmunh what country did he go? Through Sa«
maria.
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Who met him as he was entering a certain village ?
Ten lepers,
What was their ery to Jesus? *‘ Master, have mercy
us.
w\\‘nu( did they want him to do?_ To heal them,
What did he tell them to do? To go to the priest,
What did this mean? ‘That he had healed th
What did the law require lepers to do? To offer a
sacgilice,
Who must then pronounce them clean? The priest,
How did the lepers show their faith in Jesus? By
obeying him. al®
What happened as they went to the priest? They
Went back to thank

were cleansed,
What did one of them do?
Jesuw,

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER,

What did Jesus ask ? ** Where aro the nine?”
What did the nine show? U )
What does God love to give us .
What does he love to see in us? Loving gratitude,

Words with Little People,

THINGS TO REMEMBER :

Jesus always sees those who need his help.
Jesus loves to help and bless the necdiost ones,
Jesus waats our gratitude in return for his blessings,

Whisper Prayer,
When thy light shall on me shine.

All the glory shall be thine.

Genéral Statement,
The gospel records are not arranged in the precise order of events, and hence we must retrace our steps from

the closing portion of Christ's journey through Perea, to

its beginning. Jesus has left Galflee, purposing to visit

Jerusalem. Rejected by the Samaritans on the border, he journeys along the frontier of the two provinees, and
near some village in the Jordan valley meets a miserable company of lepers, whose cries for help are answered by

divine healing. Ten depart whole. Only one returns to

render thanks.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 11. He went to Jerusalem. See Lesson
Statement. The precise chronological position of this
miracle cannot be given. Through the midst. Onthe
boundary-line of the two provinces, with Samaria on the

Wwho seemed to have had the disease but who recovered.
(6) Christ pays respect to the observance of the Church
even when its priests are hismortal enemies. (7) When
our Lord heals men he does it in his own way, and

right and Galilee on the left. He was going th-east
ward toward Jordan, which he crossed probably not far
from Bethlehem. Samaria, The middle province of
Palestine, west of the Jordan, It took its name from
the ancient capital of the ten tribes. Its mongrel inhab-
itants, with their debased worship and their inveterate
prejudices, have been already described in these lessons,
A remnant of their tribe still exists near Mount Gerizim,
Galilee. The northern division of Palestine, where
most of Christ's life on earth was passed and most of his
miracles wrought. This was probably his final departure
from his northern home to meet his foes and accomplish
his sacrifice at Jerusalem.

12, As he entered.  Qutside the gates of oriental
cities may be often seen a crowd of lepers, répulsive and
loathsome, asking alms. (1) *A sad emblem of those
who behold the heavenly kingdom from which they
are forever excluded."—Whedon, Certain village,
Unknown. Ten men. (2) Even the most wretched
scek companionship. (3) Trouble makes men forget
the enmities of race and creed. Jewish and Samaritan
lepers are found together. Lepers. Victims of a dis-
ease still known in Syria. It begins with an inflamed,
flaky spot on the skin, which soon covers the body and
ends in the slow decay of the extremities, until at last
death relieves the unbappy vietim. It formsa strong
type of the ** disease of sin:* 1) It is hereditary ; 2) it
grows insidiously, without much pain; 8) it ruins and
destroys : 4) it is foul and pollutive; 5) it is incurable by
man, Stood afar off. Forbidden by law and custom
toapproach. Several forms of leprosy are believed to be
contagious. The sufferers are usually colonized together |
outside the city walls, Inthe East they were required
towan people of their approach on the public roads,
In the Sandwich Islands every leper is * tabeoed.”

13, 14, Lifted up thelr volces. (4) When Christ is
near is the hour for needy soulsto find relief. (5) Those |
who expect Christ to aid them must call upon him
carnestly. Jesus, Master. They recognize him as a
Wonder-worker, and implore his help. When he saw,
He saw their need, their desire, and thelr faith, and
thit was enough to summon his power, He said, |
Shouted out, for by the law there must be one hundred
laces between him and them. Go, show yourselves,
The purpose of going to the priests was to meet cere-

|
|

d dstheir obedience. These lepers,
with their ghastly chalk-white faces, were required to
act as if they were whole and pure; to go boldly to the
priest and demand the privileges of health, He did not
tell them that they were healed or that they were going
to he healed. A remarkable test of their faith. (8) The
way to find salvation s to act with living faith, and
claim and appropriate the privileges of salvation. As
they went. Their faith was equal to the test, and God's
salvation equal to their faith. 'They were cleansed,
In the act of obedience their faith s rewarded by the
healing. Each, looking on his fellow’s face, sees the
flush of health, and every man feels a new vigor shoot-
ing through his own body.

15. One of them. Thus far the conduet of all these
lepers, their earnestness, thelr faith, their obedience, is
to be commended. But now comes a test of their love
and gratitude. Nine of them, intent only on the heal-
ing, care little for the Healer. They are impatient for
the hour when by the word of the priest they shall be
free from the yoke of a leper's life, and, forgetting the
Wonder-worker, they hasten to the temple. One only
stops to think gratefully of his goodness who has
wrought this wonderful change. (9) How many take
pleasure in the gifts of God who utterly Sorget the
Giver, Tuarned back. The priests could wait, but his
Saviour was departing. Loud voice, In itself a proof
of the healing. A leper's voice is hollow and feeble.,
(10) Those that have a new nature receive with i new-
tongues, Glorifled God, Recognizing the power ef
the Father in the deeds of the Son.

16, 17. Fell down on his face. With truly orfental’
demonstration. A Samarisan. He did not possess the
knowledge and light which were given to the Jewish
people. (11) Those of whom the least is to be exrpected
often surpass those of higher privizge. Were there

saw the work wrought, though it had not been wrought-
in his presence.  (12) Jesus beholds the faith of every

| 8oul. Where are the nine? They were infected hy,

something far worse than leprosy--iugratitude. Of ten
men in the same circumstances, some exhibit feelings

ibs own choice and exhibits its own character.
18, 19, There are not found. How few are those _

monid] requirement insisted upon in the case of those

'

23

not ten? Rather, * Were not the ten cleansed ?™ He .

radically different from the rest. (13) Every soul makes .

that realize God's goodnese as manifested fn thedr lives ;

-
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wave this stranger. This “alien,” One who was To the priests—but in his case probably to the ©nar
without the privileges of the chosen people had sur | itan priests at Gerizim. Thy faith hath made thee
passed them in his gratitude, But Christ did not with- whole. Larger faith than that exhibited by the nine
draw the blessing of health from the ingrates or curse | brought not only physical restoration, but wholeness of
them again with leprosy. (14) God continues his merey | his moral being—holiness of heart.

cven to those who treat him with scorn. Go thy way.

ORITICAL NOTES.

ese conflicts with the Pharisees there | There was dignity in their appeal. It was more sincere
oecurs a most notable miracle which seems to have es- than the ** Good Master ™ of the young ruler. (18, 18,)
caped their eriticism. Narrated in a connection where | Have mercy on us.  They do not ask for alms as they
the order of thought appears to be somewhat disturbed would of ordinary rabbis. He knows what they want,
(17.1-10) the relation of this incident to our preceding | The term * mercy” belongs to the vocabulary of
Jassons may still with some confidence be afirmed. This prayer. They want help which God alone can bestow,
quick compassion toward and prompt relief of the ten 14. Saw them, Perceived their temper and attitude
men whom adreadful form of death in life had excluded | of soul. Shew yourselves. They understood him,
from among their fellows, what {s it but one more man- Their request had been granted; the process of cleans-
{festation of the divine love which had just defended it- | ing had already begun, and would be complete as soon
self so nobly for its living and wholesome sympathy | 88 they reached the priests, who would officially certify
with those waifs of Jewish soclety, the publicans and their recovery. Unto the pricsis. They would be
sinners ? (15.1,2) It would seem from verses 20, 21, | likely to tell the priests how they were cured ;: and thus
that the Pharisees witnessed this miracle; but its mer- | fresh disquietude vould come into oMcial circles at the
ciful character, its splendid spiritual power, its acknowl- | capital. As they went, It seems not to have occurred
edgment of the priestly prerogative, and the fact that | to the wreteched men to doubt Jesus. They were
it was not wrought on the Sabbath, would for once re- cleansed. The Greek gives the impression that the
strain even them from finding fault. They would have | cure took place all at once in the case of each oue of
still another motive for silence when reminded, as they | them. They found, as Naaman of old had, that fulfill-
‘had been in the parable of the good samaritan, that the | ment of the conditions brought certain restoration.
most notable examples of devotion to God are to be 15. Turned back, From his journey to the Samari-
found, not merely among the professionally religious | tan village where he was to find the priest of his own
orders, but among the despised classes of goclety. Here | pation, He came back to find Jesus. Glorifying God,
was a Samaritan who loved God with all his heart, just | Praising God for his goodness and mercy. He already
as the other one in the parable loved his neighbor as | had the spiritual intelligence which Jesus commended
himself (i0. 29, f.), Once more, therefore, are the proud | to the demoniac whom he bade tell his friends what God
rulers warned, as they had been by John the Baptist | had done for him and what mercy be had shown to-
three years before, that God was able to raise up ehil- | ward him. Mark 5. 19,
dren to Abraham outside of Israel. (3. 8.) 16. Giving him thanks. He recognized the will of
Verse 11, On the way to Jerusalem, This is the Jesus as having secured to him the divine blessing.
third notice (9, 51 13. 22) of the gradual progress which | e was a Samaritan. The pronoun is emphatic.
Jesus was making from Galilee to Jerusalem. It is | The Samaritans were despised with even more intense
somewhat doubtful whether the incident which follows | cordiality than the Gentiles. 1f Paul ever heard this in-
Lelongs in this place in the order of time. Many believe cident he would thank God for it.
it oceurred about the same time asthe one mentioned in | 17+ Answering. This does not mean that a ques-
9. 51, 52. He. Emphaticin Greek, indicating an inde- tion was addressed to Jesus, but that this affecting
pendent journey. Through the midst. If he was go- scene appealed to him and drew from him the following
{ng toward Jerusalem, and yet through these provinces | comment. Cleansed. It is likely that they had no
ia the order named, he could only go from west to east | sooner gone from his presence than they were miracu-
on the line which separated the two sections, &S the | Jously restored, Where are the nine® Why did they
tevised Version margin suggests, A journey in that | go on their way to Jerusalem without coming hack to
direction would bring him tothe Jordan valley, through l thank me? They all begged piteously enough for
which the caravan route to Jerusalem passed. The | mercy beforehand. He had not, indeed, told them to
mention of Samaria probably explains the presence of | come back ; but he was justified in expecting that they
the Samaritan leper (ver. 16). . | would spontaneously do s0.
12. There met him. They had possibly heard of his 18, This stranger. Stracger to the religious it
* 3 = 1) yantages of Judaism. 1t would not have been so sin-
cnre of the leper in Galilee (5 2, and bad learned, it Jar if he had neglected coming back to the Jewish
may be from twoof the seventy (10, 1), that Jesus was to | l]?ruuhvt 8 g
pass through their village. They bad no doubt discussed & >
the possibility and the method of their cure for some | ."" Arise, Your ﬂdﬂfﬂlll(lnlsaccepmtl, M@r “',"
A e | whole. The spiritual as well as the physical sense was
time before Jesus's arrival, If they were not acecus- | bably intended
tomed to keep together at other times they certainly PODRRLYIH e
had reason now for avoiding separation. They were
certain that their united appeal would at least secure
his attention. stood afar off. They were more partic-
ular to observe the law than the leper already re- | sinner's condition? How docs the healing of the leper
ferred to. represent salvat ion?
13. Lifted up their voices. Thelr tones were husky ‘ Leprosy is a loathsome disease, which, if unchecked,
and their articuiation indistinet. The writer hereof is | grows worse and worse, and tehds to extend itself in
haunted, as he pens these words after the lapse of ten |every way. The child of the leper is born with a ten-
years, with the hoarse and piteous “ Howadji, back- | dency to the disease. Those in constant contact and
sheesh ! of a certain Syrian leper. Jesus, Master. | association with lepers are in great danger of contract-
To his personal name they added a title of respect. \mg their dreadful ailment. Some forms, at least, grad-
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The Lesson Council.
Question 7, Wherein is leprosy an image of the
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ually degrade the sufferer into stolidity and partial pa-
alysis,
,r“‘,n-r. 2 Kings 5. 7. Its cure brought a new, whole- [
somne, and joyful life, and made the renewed man a fit |
companion for those in bealth.— Professor Charles F. |
Bradley. D.D.

* Leprosy,” says Trench, ** is nothing short of a living |
death, a corrupting of all the humors, & poisoning of the |
very springs of life; a dissolution, little by little, of the |
whole body." Its corrupting, polluting, slowly perva-
sive, deadly, transmizsive, and humanly incurable char-
acter as & physical disease makes it a 6t image of sin,
which, as & moral disease, has precisely similar charac-
teristics. The healing of the leper is the incoming from
God of a new life into the old decaying organism. Sal-
vation is the incoming of a divine life into the morally
corrupt personality.—Professor Edward L. Parks,

Sin, like the leprosy, is a wasting and corrupting dis-
ease, Salvation, in the largest sense, as it relates to the
soul, is health and soundness. The saving of the sinner
is like the healing of the leper in this: The sinner has
restored by the Spirit of God the sound and healthy ac-
tion of & pure and lofty nature. Salvation has in it
strength and energy for a weak and vacillating will,
love and enlarged affection for a wayward gnd
selfish hearl, and soundness and clearness for a clo
and warped understanding. The leper is healed; the
sinner saved.—A. H. Norcross, D.D.

1. Leprosy, beginning in small white spots, spreads
until the entire being 18 contaminated. Sin, becoming
more aggravated and corrupting, at last depraves the
whole nature. 2. Leprosy, like guilt, isolates its victims
from social and ecclesiastical privileges., The leper
wust dwell ** without the camp.” 3. Lepers, like sin-
pers, associate with kindred spirits. 4. Conscious of
uncleanness and wretchedness, the leper and the sinner
despair of any human cure. 5. When divinely restored
both the leper and the sinner are invited to seek the
priest and the sanctuary.—Rev, C. S, Ryman.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Steps of Salvation,
I. Covscious NEep.
Lepers, which stood afar off. v. 12.
*In me....dwelleth no good thing.” Rom. 7. 18,
** My sin is ever before me.” Psa. 51, 3. |
1L, EArNEST PRAYER,
Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. v. 13,
** Come boldly unto the throne." Heb, 4, 16,
** Whosoever shall call. .. .saved.” Rom. 10, 13,
III. Opepient Farru,
Go, show yourselves. .. .they went, v, 14,
** Whatsoever he saith....do it." John 2.5,
* Believe that ye receive.,” Mark 11, 24,
IV. New NATURE.
They were cleansed, v, 14,
** He is a new creature.” 2 Cor, 5, 17.
** A new heart....I give you." Ez
V. Gratervn Praise,
Fell down.....giving him thanks. v. 16,
*Twill mention the loving-kindnesses." Isa. 63, 7,
* Thanks. ... for his unspeakable gift.” 2 Cor. 9, 15,

Thoughts for Young FPeople.
Pour Suggestions,
1. Though rejected and driven outof both Galilee and

Samaria Jesus has merey upon needy Galileans and Sa-
maritans,

2. Those who will be saved by Jesus must call upon

It was regarded as curable only by divine | him earnestly, believe in him beartily, und obey him

faithfully.

3. Gratitude for mercies received Is a duty incumbent
on men and acceptable to God,

4. Christ recognizes the good in men, and honors it,
frrespective of their errors in doctrine,

Liesson Word-Pictures.

Ten lepers—and a worse-looking set of people could
not be imagined, There they go, hobbling and shuffling
along, half blind, half deaf, crippled, distorted, all run-
ning away If just one person, and that a weak little
child, come suddenly upon them, all bawling, ** Un-
clean! unclean ! Butthough they shun the living they
do not shun one another. In a flock they come and go,
and in a chorus they ery, ** Unclean!" Neither do they
shun the dead. They all slept in a tomb last night,
huddling together, and to-night they may sleep in an-
other, They certainly do not expect to close their eyes
under the roof of home.

They have been out searching for food, fighting with
the dirty street dogs for a bone, and they make a horrid
picture of fsolation, want, shame, hunger, rags. They
have picked up a Samaritan. No matter if the man be
not a Jew. They would, if well, have shrunk from a
Samaritan as if a leper. No matter now. They are
lepers, He s a leper. He is welcome to the leper
colony, He can ery ** Unclean! " as loud and frighten
off people as effectually as the most Jewish Jew among
them. But here comes a crowd, and the lepers all be-
gin to hobble away and shout.

** Stop, stop!" excitedly cries one of them, taking a
sharper, fuller look. *Stop!" he louder shouts. *‘It
is Jesus of Nuzareth!"™

What? Jesus of Nazareth passing by ?

They all stop, turn, and look back as if a great, sud-
den wind bad struck and swung them round like a vane,

Say that again to poor lepers !

Jesus of Nazareth is passing by !

What a change !

One moment a chorus, high and low, hoarse and
shrill, strong and weak, all saying,

“Unclean! Uncleanl®

And now the lepers cry for salyation, ** Jesus, Master,
have merey on us ! ™

And Jesus moves toward them. Pityingly, lovingly,
intensely, he looks upon them and cries,

** Go, show yourselves unto the priests !

To the priests ?

What can they do except to pronounce their case still
without hope? But faith says, * Go!"

Doubt whispers, ** Of what use? Wh_ didn't he say,
*You are healed ! ' To think he should utter that, * Gio,
show yourselves unto the priests!*  We have been there,
Laough of that!™

But—they go,

And why that new vigor thrilling their frames?
Why that lifting up of the head in hope? Why those
kindling eyes? It is life, health, salvation, coursing
and running and leaping through their veins! They
break out into exclamations of joy—and into thanks
also to Jesus? Do they all come running to his feet,
those once weak, palsied, erippled lepers? Here comes
Justone! Bome Jew that would tell his gratitude to his
fellow-countryman, Jesus of Nazareth? Some pious
Hebrew yearning to shout, ** Hallelujah 2 See him
down before his 8aviour, clasping his feet, looking up
through tears of gratitude! But—it is a Samaritan |
And the nine—were there not ten? They have gone
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to the priests, maybe have gone to their homes, gone to
their children, gone to sleep, not in & tomb, but in their
own beds. Never a word of gratitude to Jesus! They
did not even turn round to say, *Ithank thee!™ But
the Samaritan, at the feet of Jesus, has the blessing
of his Saviour.

. By Way of Illustration.
Ingratitude.

An interesting incident is told of King Alphonso X.,
surnamed ** the Wise." On learning that his pages neg-
Jected to ask the divine blessing on their daily meals
he determined to rebuke them.

He invited the pages of his court to dine with him. A
bountiful repast was spread, and when they were assem-
bled around the table the king gavea sign that all was
in readiness for them to begin. They all enjoyed the
rich feast, but not one bered to ask God's il
on the food. Just then there entered & poor ragged
beggar, who unceremonicusly seated himself at the
royal table and ate and drank undisturbed to his heart's
content. Astonishment was depicted on every face.
The pages expected momentarily that his majesty would
order away the audacious intruder. Alphonso kept
silence while the beggar ate all he desired. When his
hunger and thirst were appeased he arose and, without
& word of thanks, departed from the palace.

* What a despicably mean fellow ! " cried the boys.

Calmly the good king rose, and with much earnest-
ness, said :

** Boys, bolder and more audacious than this beggar
bave you all been. Every day you it down to a table
supplied by the bounty of your heavenly Father, yet you
ask not his blessing nor express to him your gratitude.”

An African chief came to a missionary, reproached him-
self for ingratitude, and asked the missionary to fix &
day for religious worship. ‘Then he gaid to his people :

“ Now let us show gratitude by offerings, to send the
Gospel furtber on, 1 will give an ox."

Eighty sheep were contributed, and four hundred per-
sons brought grain in bags and baskets. And this was
the way they gave thanks for their salvation.

** Many a physician has gained practice by one patient
telling others of his cure. Tell your neighbors that you
have been to the hospital of Jesus and been restored.
Letus not be like the nine lepers who received the bless-
ing and gave him no praise,"—Spurgeon.

** Thy faith hath maxde thee whole.”

Faith is taking God at his word, A little girl who had
been teold that her grandfather would grant her requests
led him to & corner of the room and, without saying a
word, pointed to the floor where she had arranged her
blocks to <pell out ** Grandpa, I want & box of paints.”
The next day when he went to see her she, without
looking to see if her wish had been granted, took him to
the same corner where she had spelled out, “ Grandpa, 1
thank you for the box of paints,” That was faith.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Word-picture. ... Manners, customs, ete. 1) Leprosy,
(make characteristics of disease sufficiently plain for
complete understanding of miracle, but avoid loathsome
detatls( ; 2) Ostracism of lepers; 3) Ritualistic require-
ments of a cured leper ; 4) S8amaritans; 5 Oriental dem-
onstrativepess. ...In applying this lesson: 1) 8how the
am&mn of these ten lepers as a type of sin} a) in mis-
ery¥ 1) in helplessness; ¢) outside the gate; d) with no
association among the holy. 2) Show how they illustrate
salvation : @) They realized thelr need: b) called on

Al

Christ; ¢) believed; d) obeyed, appropriating to them-
selves the privilege of cleansing. 3) Exhibit especially
the example of thankfulness and acknowledgment of
God’s mercies as our duty and our privilege....The
teachings might be vividly grouped around these briet
texts: 1) ** Afar off,” ver. 12} 2) ** Master, have mercy,"
ver. 13; 8) ** Thy faith hath made thee whole,” ver. 19;
4 He saw that he was healed,” ver. 15; 6) ** Giving
him thanks,” ver. 16 6) ** Where are the nine? ™ ver. 17,

Biackboard.

Two WAYS OF OBEDIENCE !

fim | one OF THE NIN

The design on the blackboard is intended to teach that
there are two ways of obeying. One is the way of love,
that shows forth praise and works, as well as faith. The
other way i that of selfishness, where one obeys

I'4 sity, and it isa kless way. The super-
{ntendent can use this simple {llustration in the review
of to-day’s lesson by bringing out the following points:
1. Ten men in great afiliction. 2, Each one in equal
need. 8. A Saviour for all. 4. A way of escape open.
5. Nine take the selfish way. They obey, but they doso
simply to be cleansed, and, having received the benefit,
they forget the giver. 6. One takes the loving way,
where he, having been saved, continues in love, and
gives God the praise. The application of this lessou
may be made to show that we call on God when in
trouble or sickness, but often forget him when in health
and prosperity.

10 called on Christ in sickness.
© forgot him in health.

"1 remembered.
Primary and Intermediate.

LESSON THOUGHT. Owning What Jesus Does for Us,

Review the last lesson. See if children understand
that the rich man was poor in God's sight because he
had no love in his heart. Love makes us want to give.

Make an open hand on the board. Who always loves
to give? Yes, Jesus. [Print “Jesus™ on the hand.]
To whom does he give ? [Teach that he delights to give
to those who are in need and who want his help.]

Tell that Jesus had now finished his work In Galilee
and was on his way to Jerusalem. Trace the journeyon
the map, through Samaria. He had gone through that
country before, and the people knew that he did won-
derful works.

He was just coming to a village [make several small
squares to indicate the village], when he heard a pitiful
ery. Off ata little distance stood ten lepers [make ten
straight marks]. Why did they not run to Jesus when
they saw him? Explain that it was against the law for
a leper to come near & well person. Tell a little about
the dreadful disease, and why lepers have to stay by
themselves. Why did they call to Jesus ? They did not
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know that he was the Son of God, but they thought he
was a prophet, They had faith enough to make them
call to him for help. Jesus heard them, though their
faith and knowledge were small. Jesus will hear the
little child who asks his help just as quickly and gladly
as he listens to the great and wise,

Tell what the lepers asked and what Jesus in reply
tld them to d6. Explain this direction, Ask children to
notiee that he told them to do something. No leper had
a right to go to the priest until he was cured. But Jesus
told them to go while they seemed to be just as great
lepers as ever!  Suppose one had said, ** I shall notstart
until Tam well," would he have been cured? No: for
Jesus had sald, *Go.” We must mind Jesus without
asking questions. While they were going to the priest
they were healed! If they had not obeyed they would
not have been cured. Obedience brings salvation,

Tell about the one Who came
back to find Jesus and thank
him. But there were nine who
did not come back !

Tell how leprosy of the body
and sin of the heart are alike,
Only Jesus can cure the one or
the other. When Jesus cures
our hearts of sin what ought
we to do? Tell of it. Praise him for it. Print in
large letters, ** I will confess Jesus.” Ask how we can
confess him, and show that we own him, not only with
our lips, but by our lives of right doing and loving
service,

G\ T
THANKS

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
O for a thousand.
Tell me more,

‘) come at once,

Pass me not.

Who'll be the next ?
Hide thou me,

More love to thee,

A wonderful joy,
What a Friend.

O could I speak,

I will sing for Jesus,
Whiter than suow,
Ilove to tell.
Something for Jesus,
Just a word.

Take up the eross,
Seeds of promise,
Stand up, stand up,
The Lord fnto his,
Tell it out.

The Liesson Catechism.
1. Who met Jesus? Ten lepers,

2. What did they call out to him? Master, have
mercy upon us,

3. What did Jesus tell them to do? Show them-
welves to the privsts,

4. What then occurred? They were all healed.

5. How many returned to thank God? One, and he
was a Samaritan,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
7. How are the children of God described?
As being adopted into God's family or called children,
and as being reg i and made child

Behold what manner of love the Futher hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called children of God ; and
such we are.—1 John iii. 1.

A. D, 30.]
GOLDEN TEXT,

Authorized Version,

Luke 18, 1-14.  [Commit to memory verses 13, 14.]

1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that
men ought always to pray, and not to faint ;

2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared
not God, neither regarded man :

3 And there was a widow in that city ; and she came
unto him, saying, Avenge me of ming versary,

4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he
said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard
man §

5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge
her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.

6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge
saith,

7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which ery
day and night unto him, though he bear long with thein ?

8 1tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Never-
theless, when the Son of man cometh, shall he find
faith on the earth ?

9 And he spake this parable unto certain which
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and de-
spised others :

10 Two men went up into the temple to pray ; the one
a Phar’i-see, and the other a publican,

11 The Phar’i-see stood and prayed thus with himself,
God, T thank thee, that I am not as other men are, ex-
ortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican,

12 1 fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I
possess,

13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift
up 50 much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his
breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner,

LESSON VIII. PREVAILING PRAYER, [
He that humbleth himself shall be exalted. Luke 18, 14,

Aug, 24,

Revised Version,

1 And he spake a parable unto them to the end that
2 they ought always to pray, and not to faint: saying,
There was in a city a judge, which feared not God,
3 and regarded not man : and there wasa widow in that
city ; and she came oft unto him, saying, Avenge me
4 of mineadversary. Andhe would not fora while : but
afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not
5 God, nor 1egard man; yet because this widow trou-
bleth me, I will avenge her, lest she wear me out
6 by her continual coming. And the Lord said, Hear
7 what the unrighteous judge saith. And shall not
God avenge, his elect, which ery to him day and
8 night, and he is long-suffering overthem ? I say unto
you, that he will avenge them speedily. Howbeit
when the 8on of man cometh, shall he find faith on
the earth ? .

9  And he spake also this parable unto certain which
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and

1 10 set all others at nought: Two men went up into the
templeto pray ; the one a Pharisee, and the other a

| 11 publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
| himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as the rest
; of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as
12 this publican. I fast twice in the week ; I give tithes
13 of all that I get. But the publican, standing afar off,
would not 1ift up so much as his eyes unto heaven,
but smote his breast, saying, God be merciful to me
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14 1 tell you, shis man went down to his house Justified
yather than the other : for every one that exalteth him-
self shall be abased; aud he that humbleth himself

shall be exalted.
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14 a sinner. 1 say unto you, this man went down to

his house justitied rather than the other: for every
one that exalteth himself shall be humbled : but he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

TIME.—30 A. D. PLACE.—Somewhere m'l‘ the
L -

journey through Perea_to Jerusalem. 4 !
Same as before. DOCTRINAL SUGGEST

The value of prayer..
HOME READINGS,
. Prevailing prayer. Luke 18, 1-8,

*. Unacceptable prayers. Isa. 1, 10-18,
" Wwith all your heart. Jer. 20. 10-14.
F. In the Spirit. Eph. 6. 10-18,

N. Persevering prayer. Luke 11, 5-13.
®. The pattern prayer. Matt. 6. 5-15.

LESSON HYMNS,

No, 201, New Canadian Hymnal.
Prayer is the soul's sincere desire,
No. 204, New Canadian Hymnal.
From every stormy wind that blows.
No. 208, New Canadian Hymnal,
"Tis the blessed hour of prayer, when our hearts
lowly bend.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 108, 109, 117,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
. An Unjust Judge, v, 1-5. .
‘What duty did Jesus intend this parable to illustrate ?
What is meant by fainting ?
Why did Jesus liken this godless and heartless man to
the Judge of all the earth ?

What was the usual condition of widows in the an-
cient East?

Did this woman appeal for vengeance or for legal
jJustice ?

What shameless confession does the judge make to
himself ?

From what base motives did he at length grant this
widow's just petition ¥
2. A Just God, v, 6-8,
‘What is the meaning of the word **elect™ as here
used ?

Does God sometimes seem slow in answering prayer ?

18 he ever really tardy or neglectful ? Compare Jer.
27 and Rev. 6, 10 with 2 Pet. 3. 9; also John 14. 15,

Did Jesus expect an answer to the question be u'xks in

ver. 87
What solemn admonition should we take from it ?

What class of people did Jesus most severely handle

in all his discourses ?
Why did men goup to the temple to pray ?

What was the usual posture of the pious Jews in

prayer?

Was the prayer of this Pharisee real prayer, or thanks-

giving, or self-congratulation ¥

Wais he unjust or reasonably correct in his statement

of the vices of the men about him ?
How often were Jews expected to fast ?
Can you tell any thing concerning the absurdity o
the tithing system among the Jews in Christ’s time?
Why did the publican stand afar of

What Is indicated by the allusion 'ln his downeast
esture QUES

eyes?
Was smiting upon the breast an unusual g

among Origntals?
Repeat the puhll('un‘s prayer.
3. A Forgiven Sinner, v, 0-14.
What does Jesus say about his justification ?

Would he have been justified if he had repeated this
widow's prayer to a Judge.

prayer in the Pharisee’s spirit 7

Would it be possible to repeat the Pharisee’s thanks- ‘Whi
L

giving in the spirit of the publican ?

What s the final statement of Jesus about those that

exalt themselves ?
What about those that humble themselves ?

Practical Teachings,

The wider the difference between the character of
unjust judge and that of God the more force is there

this parable,

God who yearns to

1t persistent endeavor will conquer an unwilling and

mscrupulous man what may we not expect from a
tify us? o

God is never indifferent. We are self-centered and

judge him by ourselves, As little children on a ferry-hoat

hink the shore is mov
so we think God indifferent when the root of our skep-

because their stand-point moves

{sm is half-heartedness or inconsistency.

Prevailing prayer. Luke 18, 9-14, tie
A man of bad life, crushed and penitent, calling for
God in his agony of soul - that is Jesus's type of a justi-

fled sinner. A man of the Charch who avoids all bad
ractices and scrupulously attends to ritual duties, but
who haughtily avoids contact with inferior fellow-men,
and adores his own héart rather than his Ged's—that is
Jesus's type of the sinner who was eternally abased.

Hints for Home Study.
1. These two parables were spoken by Jesus to direct
us how to pray.
2. Put down on_paper as many of the principles un.
derlying suceessful prayer as you can find in these par-

ables.

3. Find as many facts concerning Pharisees and pub-
licans as you can—their character, their manners, aud
their general reputagion.

4. Find some evidences in both Testaments of the [e-
culiar hardships of widowhood in Bible times.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. An Unjust Judge, v, 1-5.

What is a parable ?

What lesson was this parable intended to teach ?

How is the unjust judge desceribed ?

Who came to him for justice?

What was her plea ?

How did the judge treat her at first ?

What did he afterward say ?

2. A Just God, v, 6-8,

What question did Jesus ask about a just God ?

What prayer of martyrs did John hegl? Tev. 6. 10,

Of what did Jesus assure his hearer

What says Peter about God's promises ? 2 Pet. 3. 8, o
3. A Forgiven Sinner, v. 0-14.

To whom was another parable spoken ?

Of what two men does the parable tell ?

Where were they, and for w hat purpose ?

For what did the Pharisee offer thauks?

Of what good deeds did he boast ?

What shows the humility of the publicin ?

What was his prayer?

Which man’'s prayer was answered ¥

Who is sure to be abased ?

What honor s promised to the humble ? (GOLDEN
TEXT.)
Teachings of the Lesson.

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. That earnest prayer prevails with God?

2. That God will not regard fhe prayer of the pre ud?

3. That God gives grace to the humble?

Home Work for Young Hereans,

t Give an Old Testament example of an unjust judge.
Read the speech of the widow of Tekoah.
Find Moses's requirements of fastings.

IONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
ble about? About

What did Jesus speak a para
P er. -
What did he want to teach? Not to get tired of

raving.
What example of ecarnest prayer did he give

kind of a man was the judge ? An unrig
ous man,
Why did he finally do as she asked ? Becouse she
kept asking,

1t an evil man will yield to our asking what will God
do? e will surely answer praver.

What two men went into the temple to pray? A

the | Pharisee and a publican.

in| For what did the Pharisee thank God? For his own
goodness,
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\\hnt dld he tell the Lord? All his gm)d deeds,
What did this show ? A proud heart.

What will not God answer ? The prn)rr of pride,
How did the publican pray? Very humbly,

What did he see himself to be? A sinner,

What did he ask of God 7 Mercy.

\\ ith whom Is God pleased 7 'The lowly ones,

\\ hat did Jesus sayof him? That God accepted
.
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God hears you when you pmy. Let this make you
glad. But remember this too

** To say my prayers is not to pray
Unless I mean the things Isay."”
Whisper Prayer.

Teach me, Lord, from day to day,
How to work and how to pray.

General Statement,

Still on his Perean journey, Jesus gave his disciples two parables on prayer. The first parable has received two

very different expositions—one individual, the other general,

the exclusion of the other.

Both contain truth and neither should be urged to

The second parable was addressed to some of the disciples who, despite their Lord's
teachings, were manifesting the spirit of self-righteousness and contempt for others less favored.

He rebukes

them by the picture of the Pharisee and the publican, the one boasting of his superior godliness, the other humbly
confessing his sins and pleading for mercy ; the one going home unconscious that he has but added to the weight
of his condemnation, the other with heart light in the assurance of divine grace.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. A parable, (1) Let us learn from our
Master, and teach by illustrations. To this end is
added by the translators. A literal translation is ** A
parable unto them as to the need always to pray."”
“This parable has its key hanging at the door." M.,
Henry., Always, Never neglectful. (2) The thread
of prayer should be woven into the entire texture of
our lives, Not to faint, Not to weaken, not to show
cowardice, (3) Persevering endeavor wins in the
spiritual as in the secularlife.

2, 3. A judge. In the Easta judze exercises both

judicial aud executive functions, has no jury, fears no
bigher court, and has little law but his own will.
Henee judges are often corrupt and arbitrary, Which
feared not God, neither regzarded man. And Jesus
compares such a reckless and despicable judge to God !
It is, indeed, rather a contrast than a comparison. If this
bad judge can by any means be led to do right how much
more mway we expect from the Judge of all the earth !
One alm of this parable is to show that God is neither
a blind, stony fate, nor a wooden figurehead over the
universe, but has a heart moved by prayer as well as an
omnipotent hand. A widow. In the ancient Eastern
world widows were generally defenseless and oppressed,
This widow is by some interpreters understood to rep-
resent the Christian Church, exposed to the insults of
theworld. Avenge **Settle my case.” Dome jus-
tice, Mine adversary. The fuller interpretation would
make Satan to be this adversary in any case. (4) We
ghould never forget that we have a wicked, mighty, in-
visible foe who endeavors to accomplish our ruin.
5. He would not, Because of indifference. But
it God ever seems to delay his answer to our prayers it
is because his wisdom and love perceive that the ** hour
is not yet come.” He said within himself. He was
an utterly shameless man, Troubleth me. More sus-
ceptible to the assault upon his selflsh ease than to the
principle of right. (5) Not every vight action springs
from a right motive, Lestshe weary me, Lest she
assault me.

6,7. The Lurd said. Now comes the application of
the parable, he unjust judge. The judge of injus-
tice, Shall mot God. If one would hear prayer then
surely the other. The judge was unjust, implacable, a
stranger, uninfluenced by friends of the widow. God
is righteous, tender, a friend of those who pray to him,
aud we have his own inviolable promise and an advocate
to plead with him. His only eleet, His chosen ones
~the invisible Church. Cry day and night, A most
pathetie description of that endless series of heart-felt
prayers which in all ages have gone up to the throne of
God. (6) Here is the way to pray —to ery day and

|

night to the Lord. Bear long with them. But why
does God delay? For the good of his children.

8, Speedily, That which to human patence appears
tardy in the divine view is wrought in the very nick of
time. When the Son of man cometh.  When Jesus
is revealed in his power. Shall he find faith. Rather,
shall he find fidelity? The faith of the Church will
scarce hold out.

9, 16. This parable. Having taught earnestness
and persistence in praying he would now teach humility,
Despised others. Noman is a true Christian who docs
that, no matter how degraded the ** others’ may be. ‘I'wo
men. Thoroughly representative men. Wenat up,
The temple stood on ground higher than most of the
city and country around it. To pray. Dwellers in
and around Jerusalem generally worshiped ovnce or
twice each day in the court of the women, facing the
altar, which could be seen within. (7) Everyhouse may
now he a temple, for gl the carth is holy ground. A
Pharisee,  With hls!mly fringe on his garmeuts and
his prayers and Scripture passages (phylacteries) fas-
tened on his brow, A publican. In working-dress,
and with that inexpressibly sad look which always
comes to the countenance of the man who is held in
general contempt. (8) Not all who enter God's house
have their hearts in the worshiping frame.

11, 12, Stood. Standing was the customary Jewish
attitude of prayer. (9) It is the posture of the soul, not
of the body, that is of importance in prayer.
Prayed. But he dia not pray, he only boasted. With
himself. Apart from others, Not as other men.
Every Christian young man and woman should join in
this thanksgiving of the Pharisee every morning of his
life, but it should be offered in the spirit of the publi-
can, Extortioners, ete, The worst of it all is that, so
far as we can learn from the writers of the day, this
Pharisee was substantially correct in his estimate of
what other men were, Even as this publican. Who
had very likely been an unscrupulous, greedy man.
But what sort of a spirit had this Pharisee, whoé saw
through the sides of his eyes the contrite publican beat-
ing his breast in anguish, without a touch of pity or a
disposition to say a word of comfort! ‘Twice in the
week. On the second and fth days,

13, 14, Standing afar off. He might have been in-
sulted if he had come nearer, for publicans were held
in universal contempt. Would not lift up his eyes,
The Jew in praying stood with arms outspread, palms
upturned, and eyes raised. Smote upon his breast,
A natural action for an Oriental inanguish. Every one
that exalteth himself, ete. The lesson of this parable
is given in the last sentence,
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CRITICAL NOTES.

Again the Pharisees appear with & test question, having |

reference on this occasion to the coming of the Messi-
anic kingdom, and again Jesus responds with an an-
swer so wise and conclusive (vers. 2, 21) as to leave
them no alternative but silent withdrawal from his
presence. Thus an opportunity is afforded him for giv-
ing hisdisciples more specific instruction concerning the
trying period which his followersare to experience after
his departure from them (vers. (22-37) ; and this fustruc-
tion suggests the necessity of new lessons (see 11. 1-13)
on the subject of prayer. The ordeal to which their
faith will be subjected when his return is delayed leads
him to emphasize the wisdom of importunity in prayer
(vers. 1-8) ; while some manifestation of Pharisaic spir-
itual prideon the part of certain of his foliowers prompts
him to dwell upon the importance of humility in prayer.
Vers, 9-14.

Verse 1. 'Tothe end that, It is not common to find
the purport of & parable stated before its narration, as
here and in verse 9. It betrays the systematic mind
which meets ns in 1. 3. Always to pray. The uncer-
tainty as to when and how the Lord should return
would make faithfulness in prayer especially fmportant.
The same evangelist tells us about the steadfast continu-
ance of the disciples in prayer after the ascension, Acts
1. 14, Faint. Lose heart because he did not return.
Ver. 22, 'The use of this word is one of the tokens of
Luke's assoclation with Paul (Col. 4. 14), for they and
they alone use the word. It isnot even found in the
ordinary text of the Septuagint.

2. In a city. This detail is mentioned perhaps to
show that injustice was done to one of the judge's own
neighbors over whom he had been set as a protector.
A judge. His authority over men is meant to suggest
the divine authority over the foes of Christ's cause in
the world. Feared not God. #s the One to whom he
must himself give account for the mauner in which he
discharged the functions of his office. Regarded not.
Had no wholesome regard for. Nor man. Neither the
good opinions nor the vengeance of men, This latter
specification would make him & very exceptional judge,
even in our times.

8. A widow. Jesus selects afamiliar Old Testament
critarton of judicial integrity. Woman's seclusion de-
prived her of all experience in legal matters; and a
widow was far from being able to bribe or intimidate a
judge, Came oft, Though the *oft™ is not in the
Greek 1t gives the force of the tense, which the Author-
{zed Version obscures, The judge knew from the way
she persisted in her suit what he had toexpect, Avenge
me, Render o legal decision which will rid me of the

per of my 1 Her ad y may be
thought of as making unjust clajms upon the estate left
her by her deceased husband,

4, Would not. He would pay no attention to her
plea; felt no interest in her case, The writer once saw
@ company of Turkish soldiers’ widows thronging the
window of & department building in Constantinople for
the payment of their scanty pensions by a government
which, as a whole, 18 a gigantic representation of the
apathetic personage of this parable, Said within
himself, He reviewed his own outrageous character
s complacently as the Pharisee of verse 11 did his legal
virtues,

5. Troubleth me, More literally, makes me trouble,
1 care for my own comfort, Wear me out, The
Greek word here employed {8 almost equivalent in its
primary meaning to “‘give one a black eye." The
word rendered * continual" is probably better ren-

dered **at last™ (with the American Revisers) and
joined with the verb. The judge says o himself face-
tiously that this persistent woman will sume day cowe
and in her desperation belabor him with her fists instead
of her tongue.

6. The Lord. This solemn way of speaking of
Jesus as **the Lord” produces an effect like that of his
own impressive formula, ** Verily, verily, I say unto
you," Hear. The words suggest by way of contrast
what the righteous Judge of all may be thought of as
saying in response to his faithful suppliants' prayers,
The unrighteous Jjudge. The mention of his charac-
ter suggests one of opposite moral traits—the righteous
Judge.

7. Avenge his elect, Vindicate their faith in him,
and convince the world of its fatal mistake in rejeceiy
him. The word “elect™ is intentioually contrasted
with the widow, for whom the human judge felt no
concern. God cares for his own. Cry day and night
For the coming of his kingdom. See 17, 2; 1L 3.
Long-«uffering over them. Though they pray for de-
‘iverance, as Jesus had taught them to do (11. 3), yet God
tarries in their case. **Them " is best referred to the
elect and not to their enemies. The delay of the righteous
Judge in answering corresponds to that of the unright-
eous judge, though the reasons for delay are altogether
unlike,

®. Speedily. The full vindication has not come yet,
Some say it will be made quickly when it does come;
others, this was spoken from the stand-poiut of One
with whom & thousand years is as one day. The Son
of man. This was our Lord’s favorite way of spenk-
ing of himself, especially when his humility and his
glory were thought of as mutually contrasted. Cometh,
After his resurrection and ascension, at the end of the
world. Faith, The Greek article restricts the term to
some particular kind of faith, It is perhaps the per-
severing faith in his own return which he has just been
describing. He certainly found little faith on his re-
turn from the tomb, either before his resurrection or im-
mediatelv after. See 24, 21-23.

9. Also. This word binds the two incidents
together. Certain. If they had been either his disci-
ples or Pharisees that fact would donbtless have been
mentioned. They were perhaps sympathizers and fol-
lowers of Jesus, who retained a self-righteous spirit,
gee 19, 7. Trusted in themselves, In their own
habits of devotion. Unfortunately there are not want-
ing in modern times people who manifest conspicuous
pride in what they deem the exceptional character of
thelr consecration, and who—set all others at
nought, They see no righteousness but their own,
See 15, 2.

10. Pharisee, . .. publican.  One professed the
strictest orthodoxy ; the other made no open claim to
sanctity,

11. Stood, The Greek conveys the idea of taking a
careful and formal attitude, as {8 the custom of modern
Mohammedans when they pray. Prayed, In Greek,
went on with his prayer. Only a specimen of the
thoughts with which he occupted himself is given. He
prayed only in the sense that his thoughts took the out-
ward form of prayer; in reality he went through a long
self-laudatory soliloquy. The Pharisees prayed long.
2, 47, With himself, He formed the following sen-
tences in mind, not yenturing to utter them aloud. The
sineerity of the man made him all the more despicable.
1t was like that of the fool who also sald something to

himself; to wit, that there s no God, The rest of
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men. This more accurate translation of the Revised | of & powerful opponent. 80 God wiil ul(lun@ly d_el}v;

Version shows still more strikingly how narrow and bit-
ter the Pharisaic spirit was. It is not at all certain that
he was not himself the very kind of man he described
all other men as beiug. This publican. How differ-
ent in its sentiment this prayer is from the one which
Jesus had given his diseiples, 11, 2-4, That prayer in-
culcates a forgiving spirit, ete., even toward those who
have wronged us, Compare the Lord’s Prayer and the
Pharisee’s prayer in other details. Gal. 6. 3, 4.

12. Fast twice in the week. The law required a
fast but once a year, Tithes of all I get. The law did
not demand titges on all one's income.

13. Standing. Not the same Greek form as that in
verse 11. The man is too absorbed to think of his pos-
ture. Afar off. From the holy place, to which his
humility would not allow him to draw nearer. He had
no desire to be conspicuous in his devotions. His
eyes. There was no conventional gesturing and pos-
turing, He unconsciously showed the signs of genuine
devotion, Smote, He was notso calm and compla-
cent as the Pharisee. Be mercifal. Cast me not away
from thy presence, but forgive my sin. Sinner. The
definite article in the Greek shows that the publican
thinks of a sinful life as his chief characteristic,

14, Justified. He had asked and had received the
diviae mercy. The Pharisee, not having sought, did
not find that boon, Humblegh himself. Our Lord
himself presented in his whole earthly life the best
commentary on these words. See Phil. 2. 6-11.

The Liexsson Council.

Question 8. How will God avenge his own elect ]
What coming of the Son of man is here referred to?

1. God avenges the elect by, in his providence, giving
them the triumph of righteousness in the earth, which
fnvolves the overthrow of the wicked. 2 The com-
mentators regard it as the final coming of the Son of
man. Against this may be urged—2 Pet. 3, 4, and Rev.
20, 7 do not necessarily refer to the time immediately
preceding the flnal coming of Christ. 18, 11. 9, and
18. 35 are repres ive of many p jes which in-
dicate such triumph of Christ's kingdom as will pre-
clude a great apostusy’s following. Such considerations
indicate that here, as in many other places, it 18 not
Christ’s final but some prior coming. Matt. 16, 28,—Pro-
fessor Edward L. Parks.

1. Jesus speaks of only one return of the Son of man—
his return to judge the world. His disciples followed a
natural tendency of Hebrew thought when they missed
the force of his admonitions to prepare for a slow and
gradual development of his kingdom, and leave *‘the
times ™ in the keeping of the Father. 2, The coming
referred to here is to ]udml. to avenge the elect that ery
long unto him, It is the one coming of which he uni-
formly speaks. When he comes he will speedily
destroy the enemies of his elect and cause righteous
and just judgment to prevail.—A. H. Norcross, D.D.

The parable is a case,of a priori 1. If impor-

his people from all who oppress them. He will right
all wrongs. 2. The final coming of the Son of wan 18
referred to,.— Professor Charles F. Bradley, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
How to Pray.
1. Pray ALways,
Always to pray, and not to faint. v. 1.
* Praying always with all prayer.” Eph. 6. 18,
* Continuing instant in prayer.” Rom. 12. 12,
II. Prav Direcrry.
Avenge me of mine adversary. v. 3.
* Ye shall ask what ye will." John 15, 7.
* We have boldness and access,” Eph. 3. 12,
LI, Pray EarNesTLy.
This widow troubleth me. v. 5.
“ Effectual fervent prayer....availeth,"” Jas. 5. 16,
“ Come boldly unto the throne.” Heb. 4. 16,
IV. PrRAY PERSISTENTLY,
Continual coming. . aveary me. v. 5.
Cry day and wight unto him, v. 7.
1 will not let thee go.” Gen. 32. 26,
* Be it unto thee. ...as thou wilt.”” Matt. 15, 28,
V. Pray HumsLy.
God be merciful to me a sinner. v. 13,
*God....giveth grace to the humble," Jas. 4. 6,
* Hath he respect unto tLe lowly." Psa. 138, 6,

Thoughts for Young People.
‘The Relation of God to Men,

1. God is the heavenly Judge, by whom all earthly
judges are judged. Innumerable cases have hicen ap-
pealed to the supreme court of the universe from un-
Just judges and juries in every age and clime. Every
decision made on earth will be finally reviewed by God.
Ver. 2. t

2. God sometimes seems to men an unjust Judge,
~areless of the world's condition, insensible to appeal,
and blind to the wrongs among men. But it is only
seeming ; *the Judge of all the earth will do right.”
We may rest with perfect confidence on this divine as-
surance. Ver. 2.

8. God hears the ery of his people, even though he
seem dull of hearing, and will auswer, though he delay
long. There is absolutely no good deed overlooked nor
wrong forgotten. There are no wearisome ** courts of
chancery " in the kingdom of heaven, where claims for
justice may be pigeon-holed and forgotten. Ver. 7.

4, God has among men his own **elect,” or chosen
ones, those who have heard his voice and whom he re-
gards with favor, He seeks "' the humble and contrite
heart” to be his dwelling-place; und the man who
chooses contrition and humility of soul Is already
* chosen of God, elect, precious.” Ver, 7.

5. God will do justice in behalf of the right and

t

tunate prayer can move the heart of awicked and unjust
judge how much more will arighteous and divine Being
aid his prayerful children in their distresses. He will
avenge them by cheering them in trials, frustrating the
designs of enemies, opening doors for their escape and
by giving heavenly crowns for earthly martyrdoms.
2. The second advent of Christ, either in person or in
victorious power, to set up his kingdom, is referred to, as
appears from the preceding chapter.—Rev.C. 8. Ryman.

1. I understand that the widow wished, not ven-
geance, but deliverance from the injustice or oppression

upon the wrong in his own good
time. Ver. 7.

6. God's waiting to do justice may seem to man
**long,” but it is really ** speedy.” Ver. 8.

7. God looks at men's hearts in prayer rather than
their lips. Ver. 14,

8. God lifts up and puts down men not only accord-
ing to his own will, but ueeording to their own charac-
ters. Christ never made a friend of an arrogant man ;
he never turned away from a penitent seeker. He came
to call ** not the righteous, but sinners, to repentance,”
Ver. 14, %
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Lies-on Word-Pictures.

The judge sits on his bench by the city gate. There
is a throng of ¢lamorous people gathering before him, |
each with his case to be adjudged. At the gate
there is a noise of people coming and going. Camel-
drivers are shouting to their beasts. The donkey.
riders are scolding their donkeys. There is & babble of
complaints in the judge’s ears. Nothing disturbs,
though, his heavy, slugzish nature until he sees a cer-
tain woman's veil and two e eagerly peeping over |
it and sharply glancing at him. He mutters, ** That
woman! She here again?”

Yes, here, and erying out to him in shrill tones! How
he hates that voice! Hear her! **Avenge me of mine
adversary ! "

% No, no!™ he says. *Go away, woman! You were
here yesterday, and the day before, and the day before
that. Goaway! Icare not for you or your friends or
your God."

She only eries in sharper tones, ** Avenge me of mine
adversary !

He frowns, shakes his head, and turns away.

The morrow comes. More camel-drivers shouting at
the gate. More riders beating their donkeys. More
complainants with their cases ; bad look ; that same veil
again: those eager eyes; that same piercing ery,
“ Avenge me of mine adversary ol

The judge looks up. Again? Yes, she is here again. |
The judge gives way. He does not care for her or her
friends or her God, but he does care for his comfort,
“ Woman, I will avenge thee! ™

She gets her prayer from the unjust judge. Will we |
get from God ¥

It was the Saviour who told a story about an unjust
judge. He hangs up another painting before the crowd,

He is talking about a Pharisee at his prayers. You
can see him proudly striding off toward the temple.
What a swelling phylactery is on his forehead! He
bristles all over with sacred paraphernalia, His self-
complacent soul is about to send up its petitions to God.
But whom does he see in the attitude of prayer? If
that isn't @ publican! O, the venomous hireling! O
how much superior the Pharisee is to the publican !

The Pharisee stands in a conspicuous place to make
his puffed-up, ostentations petition. He proudly tosses
his bead and shows that big phylactery, and then he
pours forth in his thoughts that self-conscious prayer.
Ile spreads out his perfection. He sneers at the pub-
lican's imperfection,  So self-satisfied !

But that publican, where is he? He halted away back
there some time ago. He would not come any nearer.
Such a load as there is on his shoulders ! He cannot lift
his head. He bas shut his eyes in very shame. Heis |
smiting on his breast as if sorely mourning for his |
mother. He is in a retired, out-of-the-way nook. He
would not have any body see him. He would not have
any body hear him as he murmurs, ** God be merciful o
me a sinner!™ And lo, all the penitent world hear his
humble cry and pattern after it.

By Way of illustration.

Prevailing Prayer.  **Suceess in this world comes
only to those who exhibit determination. ‘I must see
him,’ said an applicant at the door of a public person.
*You cannot see him,’ said the servant; but the man
waited at the door. A friend went out to bimand said : |
*You cannot see the master, but I can give you an

),' said the importunate pleader, ‘T will stay all
night on the door-steps but I will see the man himself.’ |

* You do not wonder that after many rebuflshe gained
his point. It would be an infinitely greater wonder if

| an importunate sinner did not obtain an audience from

the Lord Jesus. If you must have grace you shall have
it."—Spurgeon.

“gometimes my little boy will be playing in the house,
and he will stop and say, ‘Papa, a glass of water,
please.’ But if I see that he goes back to his play I
don’t think he is very thirsty,and I don't gel it. Byand
by he gets thoroughly in earnest; he throws away his
toys and comes and seizes hold of me and says: * Papa

| T must have a drink of water, ’l'hen‘ot course I go to

get it, because 1 see that he really wants it. Many are like
this in prayer. They ask something of God and then
go on with their business and forget all about it. When
God sees that we are in earnest he answers,”"—Mood).

A wide-spread revival came to one of our churches
where the praying had been so cold and formal they
had hardly expected thelr prayers to be answered. But
some one had been praying earnestly. It was ascer-
tained that one humble woman had spent a whole night
in prayer for the very revival God was then giving
them.

A visitor to the White House, while Lineoln was presi-

| dent, said that one midnight be noticed a light in the
| president’s private room, and, going to the door, heard

him praying earnestly. He was giving the night to
prayer for his country, From that hour the smile of
Heaven was on ourgovernment,  God heard his prayer
and sent deliverance.

Hwmnility. * Some people talk of how humble they
are. If they have true humility there will be no need
to publish it. A light-house does not have a drum
beaten or a trumpet blown in order to proclaim the
proximity of a light-house; it is its own witness,
There is a little brook not far from where I live, and
after a heavy rain you can hear the rush of its waters a
long way off. But let there come a few days of pleas-
ant weather, and the brook becomes almost silent,
And there is a river near my house the flow of which I
never heard in my life as it pourson in its deep majestic
course the year round, Those who proclaiin londest are
nob those who have the most piety.”—Moody.

The Tenchers’ Meeting.
Begin with a short talk —conversational if possible—
about prayer, its high privilege, its power, its results, etc,

| Then show the way topray as presented in thislesson. ...

Divide the lesson, explaining each parable separately. A
distinet impression should be made by each....With
young scholars the parables should be made simply to
teach how to pray, not attempting the deeper thoughts
of God as represented by an ** unjust judge.” Tell the
story, and make the individual application....With
senior classes the deeper significance of the first parable
should be shown: 1) The widow, Christ’s Church: 2) The
adversary, Satan, the opposer of Christ’s cause ; 3 The
unjust judge, God as he appears to unbelieving m
4) The time of vindication and justice, the judgment. ..
Show how God does answer, though he seems to delay.
. ..Thesecond parableshows : 1) What toguard azains

in prayer; 2) What to seek for in prayer ...The cle-
ments of true prayer as seen in these two parables....
Tllustrations from the Bible of power in prayer. ... Abra-
ham, Elijah, Paul; of persistence in prayer—Juacob and

| the 8yro-Phenician woman, Find or let your class sug-

gest other instances. . No {llustrations will be more
effective than instances of answers to prayer from your
own experience,
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References. us, and not lose our faith if we do not get just what we
FREEMAN. Vers, 11, 13: Standing during prayer, 741, ask. A good father has to say ** no "' sometimes to his
Ver. 12: Semi-weekly fasts, 783,  Ver. 13: Smiting the dear children.
breasts, 784, 3. Tell the parable about the Pharisee and the publi-
can. If possible get pictures to show of the two. Make
two hearts on the board. In one print ** Pride;" in the
Blackboard. other, * Humility.” Teach that the pride in the Phari.
see's heart shut out the sight of God. When we do not
see God we do not see our own sin. Teach earnestly
and solemnly that all our hearts are sinful by nature,
This i¥ why we all need help from God. If we want
God to belp us we must ask him, and we must ask
humbly, as the publican did.

Print ** My Prayer."” Tell of
a little boy who stood on a
| street corner one lll(il‘ll“]u on
his way to school and sent a
prayer of three words to heaven.
That was the open door toagood
| and usetul life for the ltttle boy.
He became a minister and led
L % many to know and love the
Lord. This was his prayer: “ Lord, help me!™ 4As
long as he lived he used this prayer of his ehildhood, and
The subject of to-day’s lesson being prevailing prayer, | it always brought help down from beaven. Urge chil-
the blackboard illustrates the truth that prayer and pa dren to take it for their prayer.
tience go together. We pray for a thing to be given to
us, and we think our prayer will not be answered at all
because it is not answered right away. Now this black- OPTIONAL MYWNS,
hoard lesson teaches that God is wiser than we are, and
the blessing for which we ask he sees we are not yet pre-
pared for, or it is not yet ripened, We are like children
crying for green fruit, and impatient because it is not
given to us, while all the time the warm love of the Fa-
ther is shining down on that which we rightly ask for,
and when it 1s fully ripened the blessing is given.
DIRECTIONS FOR COLORS, The bunch of grapes blue,
touched with white ; the leaf and vine green ; the rays
yellow.

*Pis the blessed hour of prayer.
Deep are the w ounds.
Father, I stretch.

Whean peace like.

My hope is built.
Saviour, listen.

From every stormy.
Sweet hour of prayer.
Lord, at thy mercy-seat.
God is in heaven.

we'll help the cause.

Primary and Intermcdinte.

Lessox Tnovenr, How to Pray. The Lesson Catechism.
Make on the board, or eut out and pin up, an altar of

jucense. Tell that inthe old Jewish worship this was

the symbol or picture of the prayers of God's people | 1. Why did the unjust judge at last consent to listen

going up heaven. to the widow's supplication? Lest her continual
To be taught : 1. That we ought to pray. 2. That we | coming should weary him.

ought not to get tired of praying. 3. That we ought to

o Bt humbly. will avenge them speedily,

1. Jesus mmlu’.‘ Read from the Bible some words | g o) - \cant up o the temple to pray ? A Pharisee

about Jesus at prayer. Ask children who has told us to |

. and a publican.
pray. God would not tell vs to do that which was not
the very best thing. Speak of the kind of people who do
pray. 'Tell the story of a traveler in a wild region who
eame toa lonely house. He had lost his way, and dared 5. What did the publican say ?
not go further into the woods. Yet he feared he was in | tome a sinner.”
the house of a robber and murderer. When bed time 6. What is Chri application of thisstory ? GOLDEN
came his rough host read some verses from the Bible | rxr: He that humbleth, ete,
and thenprayed. All the traveler's fears went away
Why? Because bad men do not pray to God.

2. Tell the parable that Jesus told about the woman
and the jndge. Explain that the judge did not love the
poor womin nor did he care whether justice was done. CATECHISM QUESTION,

Yet he gave her what she wanted because ‘sh.a did not 8. What is Christian adoption?
et discouraged and stop asking. If a wicked judge 16 o A1 w0k of xros: whioh btk bell
would do that, how much more will God, who 1oves us, | pame and the prl\Kilegen biipesi ‘;"um’.' on believers the
and who is just. grant us the things we ask of him, if
T, redeemn them that were under the law, that we

they are the best things for us! Teach that we must | o pe vee jve the
g . adopuon of sons, —Galat 2 B
always remember that God knows Dbest what is good for ¥ b e alatiaug iv. &

| For the entire school.]

2. What will God do for his own chosen ones? He

4. What did the T'harisee do? Thanked God that
he was not as other men,
“@God he merciful
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[Aug. 31,

A.D. 30,

GOLDEN TEXT. Whosoever shall not receive the
enter therein,

Authorized Version,

Luke 18, 15-30. [Commit to memory verses 15-17.]

15 And they brought unto him also infants, that he
would teach them: but when his disciples saw it, they
rebuked them,

16 But Je’sus called them unto him, and said, Suffer
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not :
for of such is the kingdom of God.

17 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive
the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise
enter therein.

18 And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Mas-
ter, what shall I do to inherit eternal life ?

19 And Je'sus said unto him, Why callest thou me
good ? none ix good, save one, that is, God.

20 Thou knowest the commendments, Do not commit
adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false
witness, Honor thy father and thy mother.

21 And he said, All these have I kept from my youth

up.

22 Now when Je’sus heard these things, he said unto
him, Yet lackest thou one thing : sell all that thou hast,
and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treas-
ure in heaven : and come, follow me.

23 And w he heard this, he was very sorrowful:
for he was very rich.

24 And when Je’sus saw that he was very sorrowful,
he said, How hardly shall they that have riches enter
into the kingdom of God !

25 For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s
eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of

God.
26 And they thut heard it sald, Who then can be

saved 7

27 And he said, The things which are impossible with
men are possible with God.

28 Then Pe’ter said, Lo, we have left all, and fol-
lowed thee.

20 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you.
There i no man that huth left house, or parents, or
br:tnmn. or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's
sake,

30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this pres-

ent time, and in the world to come life everlasting.

LESSON IX. ENTERING THE KINGDOM. [Aug. 31,

kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise
Luke 18, 17,
Revised Version.

15 And they brought unto him also their babes, thit
he should touch them : but when the disciples saw it,
16 they rebuked them. Tt Jesus called them unto him,
saying. Suffer the little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of
17 God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not
rece ve the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall
in n) wise enter therein.
18 And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good
10 Mas er, what shall I do to inberit eternal life? And
Jesus sald unto him, Why callest thou me good?
20 none s good, save one, evon God. Thou knowest
the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do nct
Kkill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Houor
21 thy father and mother. And he said, All these
22 things have I observed from my youthup. And when
Jesus heard it, he said unto him, One thing thou
lackest yet: sell all that thou hast, and distribute
unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
23 heaven: and come follow me. But when he heard
these things, he beccame exceeding sorrowful § for
24 he was very rich. And Jesus seeing him said, How
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the
25 kingdom of God ! For itis easier fora camel to enter
in through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to en-
26 ter into the kingdom of God. And they that heard it
27 said, Then who can be saved? But he said, The
things which are impossible with men are possible
28 with God. And Peter said, Lo, we have left our
20 own, and followed thee. And he said unto them,
Verily Isay unto you, there is no man that hath left
house, or wife, or brethren, or parents, or children,
30 for the kingdom of God's sake, who shall not receive
manifold more in this time, and in the world to come
eternal life,

TIME.—30 A. D. PLACE.—In Galilee. RULERS,
—8ame as before, DUOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—
Eternal life.

HOME READINGS,

M. Entering the kingdom. Luke 18,
. Entering the kingdom. Luke 18, 24-30,
V. Righteousness by faith. Rom. 3. 10-26,
Th. Law and faith. Gal. 3, 21-29.

F. Drawing back., Heb. 10, 3239,

S. The new birth, John 3, 1-8,

8. As little children. Matt. 18, 1-6,

LESSON HYMINS,

No. 110, New Canadian Hymnal.
1 hear thy welcome voice.

No. 112, New Canadian Hymnal.
Jesus, my Lord, to thee I cry.

No. 114 New Canadian Hymnal.
“ Nearer the cross|” my heart can say.

DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos. 48, b1, 67,

-

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1, Chitdren of the Kingdom, v, 15-17,

Was it 'y for Jewish to carry their
babes to rabbis for their blessing, or was this an ex-
eeptional incident ?

In what sense is the childlike spirit necessary to re-
ceive the kingdom of God ?

2. Riches and the Kingdom, v, 18-27,
What are we to understand by the phrase * a ruler 2"
What do we learn concerning this ruler in Matthew ?

What did he desire to inherit ?

What did Jesus ask him ?

Why, probably, had he called Jesus good ?

Did Jesus mean that he was not God ?

Did he mean to inform the ruler that he was God ?

What, probably, did he mean ?

Did Jesus say that if a man Kept the commandments
he would inherit eternal life ¥

Did any one ever keep the commandments in spirit
and in truth?

What did Jesus tell this young man to do?

Was this a special command to him, or does it hold now
in regard to all Christians ?

In what sense must Christians give up all they have
before they can have treasure in heaven?

Is it as hard for rich men to be good now as it was in
that day ?

Is it possible for a camel to go through a needle’s

eye g

How did Jesus show that it was humanly impossible
for a rich man to be saved ? See ver. 5.

What does he tell us in ver, 27 7

Why did the poor disciples feel that this statement im-
periled their salvation ? See ver. 26.

3. Self-denial and the Kingdom, v, 28-30,
What did Peter think he and his friends had done?
Had they ?
What blessed promise does Jesus giveus ?

Practical Teachings,

If men had to fight their way into the *‘kingdom of
God ™ they wouldall buy rifles and bayonets to-morrow,
and no business would thrive as well as that of the
uun-«horps. To be meek und guileless and trustful is
harder for the * natural man ' than to fight or to toil.

*Eternal life ™ is won by being, not by doing—a truth
that is often lost sight of in funeral sermons and some-

times in ** revivals,” But **Inthy name I have done

Aug
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many mighty wgrn’ " counts for nothing in the ears of
the heavenly Judge.

Christ * sends the proud to the law, but invites the
humble to the Gospel.™

Every penitent in good faith gives up all of this
world's goods before he is accepted by Christ. Genuine
Christians have ceased to regard themselves as owners
from the hour of their conversion they are stewards,

Peter evidently makes a mistake here : he had not
Jeft all; he had indeed left his wife and his fishing
boats ; but he had brought his ambitions with him. Re-
member, worldly ambitions are as treacherous to us as
they were to him.

Hints for Home Study.

1. Find other passages in which Jesusand his ap

‘Teachings of the Lesson.

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. Who are in the kingdom of God ?
2. What we must do to enter the kingdom ?
3. What hinders entrance into the kingdom ?

Home Work for Young Bereans,

¥ind facts narrated by the other evangelists concern-
ing Jesus blessing little children, in addition to those
given here by Luke.

Find another inquirer who asked Jesus what he should
do to be saved.

Find who asked Paul a similar question,

Find & passage in one of our Lord’s sermons in which
the duty of distributing freely on earth and laying up

taught the lesson of the 17th verse.

2. Put down in plain En‘glinh your sober convictions
of Jesus's doctrine concerning wealth and poverty.

3. Find all the where this subject is directly
discussed or indirectly alluded to by him,

4. Find other cases in which this ruler's question was
asked Jesus,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHORARS,
1. Children and the Kingdom, v, 15-17.
Who brought children to Jesus, and why?
Who repelled the children?
How did Jesus feel when he saw this? Mark 10, 14,
What Invitation did he give ?
Who alone can enter the kingdom of God? (GOLDEN

TEXT.)
4 V\:’hxt change does Jesus declare necessary? Matt.
8. 3.
2. Riches and the Kingdom, v, 18-27,
What Jewish official came to Jesus ?
What 3||esuon did he ask ¥
What did Jesus say about the good ?
‘What did he say about the commandments ?
Which commandments did he quote
What claim did the ruler make ?
How much did he yet lack ?
‘What was he told to do?
How did this command affect him?
Why was he sorrowful ?
What said Jesus about riches and the kingdom?
What is less dificult than for & rich man to be

saved?
‘What question did the hearers ask ?
What was the answer Jesus made ?
3. Self-denial and the Kingdom, v, 28-30.
Of what self-denial did Peter boast ?
What question did he ask about reward ? See Matt,

. 27,
What reward did Jesus promise ?

in heaven is

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who were brought to Jesus for his blessing ? Little
children,

Who wanted to send them away ? The diselples,

What did Jesus do? He called the children t him,

What did hesay of them? ** OrF such is the kingdom
of God.”

How must grown people receive the kingdom of God ?
Aw little children,

‘Who came asking Jesus how to get eternal life? A
rich young ruler.

What did Jesus tell him to keep? The command-

ments.

What did the young man answer? That he had
done this,

What did Jesus see in the young man’s heart ? Love
of riches.

What did he tell him to do? To sell all he had, and
give to the poor.

What other direction did he give? ‘ Come, follow

me,
What did the young man do? Me went away sor-
o

wiul,

What did he love better than eternal life? His riches.

What did Jesus say was very hard? For rich men
to enter God's kingdom,

3 What had the disciples done? Left all to follow
esus,

What did Jesus say they would have ? Blewingshere
and hereafter.

Words with Little People,

Jesus 18 Just as ready to receive little children now as
ever he was, Will you come to him and say, ** Jesus,
take me now ? "

Whisper Prayer,

Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,

Call to thee thy little child.

General Statement.

! Jesus uses the incident of the reception and caressing of infants and the conversation with the young ruler to
show his disciples and the multitude the true terms of entrance to the kingdom of God. Theology was supposed
in those days, as by some people now, to be an abstruse science for the learned only. Jesus says that except we
learn divine things as an fnfant would learn them we can never understand them at all. The young ruler had
kept the commandments faithfully, or, at least, thought he had. There was not a Jew from Dan to Beersheba
but would have said that such a righteous youth was already in the kingdom. But he knew he was not. And
Christ knew not only that he had not yet eutered its blessed portals, but knew what was keeping him out, and,
with this young man for bis text he more fully unfolds to his disciples the way of salvation.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 15, 16, Brought .. infa Jewish h

were accustomed to carry their habies to rabbis for their
blessing. Rebuked them. The disciples were more
anxious to have Jesus recognized as king than as rabbi,
and thought that this action of the mothers would in-
torfere with his royal dignity. Of such is the King-
dom. Another way of sayirig, ** My kingdom is not of
this world.” Aw a little child. This sentence does
not mean that children have the Christian graces ; what
passes for purity in childhood is the innocence of igno-
rauce. They have not been compelled to make decision
of many great moral questions imvolving purity and
impurity. These came fo this new King of Galilee, not,
like his disciples, for what fhey could get, seeking posi-
tions of honor and influence, but with profound vener-
ation seeking his blessing. It is possible even to seck

holy in a spirit that is intrinsically selfish.
Jesus says that those who thus seek the kingdom of God
shall never find it.
18, 19, A certnin ruler. A member of the Sanhe-
drin. What shall 1 do to inherit. He had learned
one fact that neither the Pharisees, nor priests, nor his
fellow-members of the Sanhedrin were likely to teach
| him—that he did not inherit eternal life because of his
| kinship to Abraham. Why callest thon me good 1
|+ Good master on the young man's lips earried with
it the thought of complete wisdom or infallibility, as if he
hatl said, ** Perfect Teacher." Jesus's response means,
There is no perfeet teacher but him who gave the com-
mandments, What dif he say ?

20, 21, 22, 28. 1o not kill. Our Lord mentions
only those commandnients which (u.rmd the most flow

|
|
|
i
|
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grant sins, as if be would show the young man that,
splendidly moral as he had been in his outer life, he had
in his fnner hear: broken even these. All these have
I kept. He was honest in this statement. He had not
yet penetrated sufficiently below the surface of his life
to ascertain the deep-seated cause of his heart-ache.
Yet lackest thow one thing, But Jesus does not tell
him what that one thingis. He tells him rather what to
do to supply the Jack. Sell, .. distribute. .. .come,
follow. What this young man lacked, then, was really
that spirit of self-denial which led Jesus to put aside the
thousand thrones that Satan offered him and press to his
own brow & crown of thorns instead. Treasure in
heaven. Because uuregenerate men cannot handle
heavenly treasure as they handle bank-bills, eannot jingle
the coins of the celestial city, they seem unreal to them,
very sorrowful,  And this is the last glimpse
we have of him.

21, 25. Hardly. With what trouble and pain,
They that have riches enter, Hard, indeed, for Jesus
had just suid that no one could enter who did not come
as a little ehild, and certainly that is not easy. Easier
for n enmel to go through a needle’s eye, The
old explanation of a needle’s eye as the name of a small
gate through which foot-passengers were allowed to go,
but from which camels were excluded, is not now gen-

-

He

| erally credited. Jesus here makes use of & proverbial
| phrase, and means simply that wealth, as generally
prized and trusted in, presents almost insuperable hin-
| derances to the growth of holiness.
| 26-30. W ho then can hesaved 1 Asigh of despair,
| The disciples who asked this question were counting the
ingots und jev-els that were to come when the Master
| entered upon hiskingdom: butif all rich men were to be
! put out of that kingdom, what were they to do? 'Things
: which are impossible with men are possible with
| God. Even wealth, which, according to Jesus's teach-
i ing, is one of the severest tests a mancan inherit—easily
'('hllll[ﬂllg fnto the greatest of curses—may, through
| God’s blessing, be turned into a help instead of a hin-
| derance. Petersaid, Lo, we have left all. Aund by say-
ing it he showed that not yet did he understand the full
depths of our Lord’s teachings. But Jesus comes down
to his level with his Father's explanation, There is no
man that hath left....who shall not recelve. God
ignores no self-denial, forgets no faithful service.
Manifold more, Jesus is here presenting a general
| rule. It is true that those who deny themselves for the
| cause of the right, as a rule, receive manifold more in
this present time. Life everlasting. The crowning
Joy in store for all the good. This is similar to the say-
fog of Paul in 1 Tim, 4. 8,

CRITICAL NOTES.

Two of the lessons which Jesus had recently im-
pressed upon his disciples, numely, the need of humility
in approaching God (18, 9-14), and the perils with which
earthly possessions threaten the soul (16, 19-31), were to
be again broughtin a forcible way to their attention in
his commendation of the meekness of childhood (vers.
15-17), and his sorrowful deprecation of the power which
riches have to keep men from entering God's kingdom.
Vers. 18-30.

With our last lesson the evangelist gave us the final
installment from those unique and precious historical
materials concerning the Perean ministry which had ex-
tended from 9. 51 to 18, 14; with the present lesson he
resumes and continues his narrative in general conform-
#y with those of Matthew and Mark.

Verse 13. Brought. Kept bringing. Also. Besides
coming themselves to hear his instructions. Their
babes. Both words are peculiar to Luke. It was the
mothers who brought the children. The mention of
*bubes " instead of ** children "' makes it the more obvi-
ous why the disciples rebuked them; infants in arms
could gain nothing from the instruction of Jesus.
Pouch them, And so confer a blessing. Moslem
mothers in these days bring their babes to the mosques
in Constantinople to the sheikhs for & like purpose. The
tense of the verb suggests, as it does not in Mark, that
many came, Rebuked. The Greek indicates a serles
of rebukes,

16. Called them,  Called 'he mothers, who at the
rebuke of the disciples were carrying the children away
without the blessing they had sought. To come to
me. To be brought by their parents to me for my bless™
fgg. Of such. The American committee of revisers
prefer the rendering, ** to such belongeth,” They who
have the doeility and meekness of children enter into the
kingdom ¢f heaven as into their own realm, Comp.
Matt. 18, 33 5. 3. In verse23 there is shown the antith-
esis to the ehild’s disposition,

17. Asalittle ehild,  With humility and docility.
famuel was a well-known example,

18, Ruler. Luke alone acquaints us with his sta-
tion, If he was a synagogue ruler he would have more
than ordinary intelligezco in questions of doctrine.

Good Master. The Greek shows that the word ** good ™
was not emphasized—that is, it was used in a conven-
tional way, Inherit eternal life. He perhaps had in-
herited what had made the present life seem worth liv-
ing—that is, his property, Such words as those of verse
17 may have made him apprehensive about his future.
19. Why callest thou me good T He has used the
epithet thoughtlessly ; indeed he has never serfously
weighed the question he seems so anxious to have an-
swered, Nome is good. That this was a remark in-
tended to apply to this man only, and not an admission
of moral imperfection on his own part, is plain from the
fact that he elsewhere afirms his own goodness (Matt.
11. 28) and freedom from sin (John 8, 46), and receives
attestation from God to the same fact. Mark 1113 9.7,
20. The commahdments, He applies the precepts
of the second table to him because he wishes to show
him his special deficiency in respect to the spirit of

these,

21, Allthese things, Spoken with some impatience,
no doubt. Could a synagogue ruler be thought ignorant
of the Decalogue?

22, One thing thou lackest yet. He had asked
what he was to do, and now Jesus tells him more ex-
plicitly, Like the lawyer in 10, 20 he found that the
second table of the law contained more than he had
supposed. He had not done the harm to men contem-
plated in the negative commandments cited, but he had
never yet really loved his neighbor as himself. See
Matt. 19,195 1 John 3. 16, Sell all. He had asked
how to obtain eternal life, and had seemed somewhat
anxious to know. He must put that life fivst. Dise
tribute to the poor. This was the herofe treatment his
soul needed as does every other soul which elings to gold
more than to God, Treasure in heaven. See 12, 33,
| 34 16, 2,9, 13. Follow me, If he had had the faith
| and courage to do it, no one can say what influence he

might not have wielded in the infant Church,  Matthew
and Barnabas did have such courage.
23, sorrowful. Hehad ** judged himself unworthy of
eternal life.”" Acts 13, 46,
| 24, Seeing him. Perceiving the decision he had
made. Hardly. Not “scarcely,” but ** with what dif-
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flculty.” The kingdom. Notin the future, but in the
present life. How difeult for a man already rich %o |
embrace the glorious opportnnities of consecrated
wealth ! ‘

25. A camel .. needle. This is a striking pro- |
verbial saying, used to characterize any undertaking as |
extremely diffieult.

26. Who can be saved? Noone can be saved, for |
all at least desire riches, the disciples would say.

27. Impossible, They lived to see rich men giving
up a!l their wealth for their Master's sake. Acts 2. 4,
0 34, 35,

L0, Peter asks for special attention to his state-

nient.
thou calledst us. Peter had left his nets; James and |
John (helr father and hired servants Matthew his
profits at the rec ipt of custom, Luke omits the ques-
{on in Matthew : ** What shall we have?™

29. For the kingdom, For the sake of entering it
or preaching it.

30, Manifold more.  Jesus was immeasurably more
t 1 his disciples as companion and friend than any other
person could have been. Psa. 73, 25, Eternal life,
'hie boon the ruler desired to fnberit. v. 18,

The Liesson Council.

Question 2. Wasthe command to the young ruler
in verse 22 personal only, or does it apply to property
inour time?

The command is not a rule of duty for that or any
uime: it was a test of personal character. Neither the
property to be sold, the wealth to be distributed, nor the
poor to be hielped were first in the Master's thoughts ; he
was thinking of the young man and how to save him
from ** covetousness, which is idolatry.” He applied in
lis case the supreme test. Had the young man resje nded
to it he might have found a broadening of the tway, as
Abraham found when he went to offet’ up Isade. ' Had
he been willing and obedient to the test his Isadé 'would
have beengiven back to bim, Alas! **he went' away."
—A. H. Noreross, D.D.

1t was personal. The ruler's chief fault was his love
of riches. Jesus knew that his only hope of salvation
rested in a surrender of his fortune, as a drunkard's only
hope would be in total abstinence. The communism of
the early Church was voluntary, as appears from the case
of Ananias and Sapphira. In the large number of per-
sons made poor through early persecutions a temporary
necessity of having ** all things in common " was laidon
Christians, but love, and not legal constraint, was the
motive-power which prompted the surrender of personal
property.—Rev. C. S. Ryman.

The command was personal only, Joseph of Arima-
thea was a rich man, and the family of Lazarus, Mary,
and Martha must have had large means also. Zaccheus
voluntarily gave away a half of uis riches and was cor-
dially welcomed to diseipleship. The rich (in 1 Tim.
. 17) are charged not to be high-minded, and not to
have their hope set on the uncertainty of riches, and to
be generous; but they are not commanded to sellalland
give to the poor.  Yet all, rich and poor, and those who
are in moderate eircumstances, are to be ready to yield
any thing and every thing at the command of Christ
and to hold their property and themselves as the stew-

zlml’s) of God's bounties,—Professor Charles F. Bradley,
).D.

1t is personal only, for it was not given on otlier occa-
sims. The community of goods after Pentecost w:s
volustary (Acts 5, 4), and neitber universal (Acts 6. 1) |

nor permanent (Acts 12, 12) ; therefore it does not apply
to property in our time. Yet the principle underlying it
is true for all time. The Christian is the steward of
God and holds every thing subject to God's will. More-
over, the community of goods after Pentecost was the
spontaneous expression of the divine life in its purity,
and s, therefore, a propheey of what will be in the ulti=
mate triumph of tully developed Christianity.—Professor
Edward L. Parks.

Analytical and Fiblical Outline.
Conditions and Rewards of the Kingdom,

Left our own. We did not go away sad when | I. CoxpITioNs OF THE KiNepon,

1. The Child-like Spirit. ** Receive the kingdom as
alittle chitd.” v. 17,

* Become as little children.” Matt. 18, 3,
* My soul is even as a weaned ehild.” Psa. 131, 2.
2, The Obedient Bpirit, * Thou knowest the com-

mandments, v. 20,
* Briefly comprehended ...Love." Rom. 13. 9.
“ Doeth them shall live in them
3, The Self-denying Spirit. * Sell all that thou
hast.” v. 22,
* Charge them that ave rich." 1 Tim. 6. 17-19.
“Lay not up. ...treasures.” Matt. 6, 19.
4. The Helpful Spirit. “Distribute unto the poor.”
v, 22
* Give, and it shall be given you." Matt. 7.7.
* Lendeth unto the Lord.” Prov. 19. 17,
5. ‘The Disciple’s Spirit. ** Come, follow me."
* My sheep....follow me." John 10, 27.
**Let hin: follow me." John 12. 26,
11, Rewarps oF THE KiNGDOM,
1, Present. ** Manifold more.,” v. 30.
* A hundred-fold now." Mark 10, 30.
* promise £ th.e life that now is."” 1 Tim. 4. 8.
Fuature, * In tie world to ecome.” v. 30,
**Of that which is to come.™ 1 Timn. 4
* A crown of righteousness,” 2 Tim. 4. 8.

22,

Vo mie

°

T'houghts for Young People.
‘T'erms of Admission,

1. Eagerness to enter.
their own desire.

2. Submission to Christ. No dictators or ** rulers ™
are admitted here. As a little child is led by his father
80 must we accept divine guidance.

3. Faith in God. Without this we can neither be
eager for his kingdom nor submissive to his law.

4. Obedience. This of itself will not insure entrance §
for the young ruler had obeved the commandments
from his youth and still lingered **outside the gate.”
His error lay in substituting obedience to the letter of
the law for conformity to its spirit,

5. Complete self-surrender, This young ruler was
told to give up all his worldly possessions because his
heart was in them, and Christ wanted his heart. He
wants yours.

None are saved contrary to

Liesson Word«1icture.

Such a erowd as is following Jesus, sick folk, the deaf,
the blind, the ecrippled, the poor, the rich, publieans,
seribes, Pharisees, and now these young children, borne
in the artus of parents or gamboling about their feet!
It would seem as if in a wide, thirsty land there had
been opened a deep, cool fountain, and & host hurry to
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it with thoir thirst and their water-jars, and, bailing
deep, take out the cool, sparkling, priceless water.
And now who are borne to these waters of life but the
little children! The parents hold them out In their
arms to the great Prophet that he may touch and bless
them. Yes, let the water of life wet their lips.

But the disciples shake their heads, They frown.
They object. They would send away the little ones.
They cannot brook this interference with their Master's
time. But, no! The great Maste' will not send them
away. He calls them. O rich and strong and tender
the tones of the great Shepherd calling to the Jlambs !
How they run to him, ¢limb his knees, nestle in his
bosom, while upon their heads rest compassionately the
hands one day to be cruelly nailed to the cross for them !

Like little children, he says, must seekers of his king-
dom be in spirit.

But who now would drink of the flowing waters?
1t is a young ruler who asks about this heavenly king-
dom, the price of eternal life. He is not only young, but
rich. Do you see all those rustiing flelds and luxuriant
vineyards and thrifty barns? They belong to this rich
young ruler. Hear the'lowing of hLis herds and the
bleating of his flocks !

But he has asked Jesus a question and now waits for
an answer. The young ruler and the Saviour face one
another, O solemn moment when the human soul asks
concerning its eternal destiny! He knows the com-
mandments? Yes, knows and keeps them,

The eyes of Jesus look far down into the young man's
heart. Those eyes are like the lustrous depths of the
pools of Solomon when the sun shines into them.
The young ruler hears the voice of Jesus bid him sell
all his possessions and follow the Saviour.

What, give up, surrender, sell those flelds, vineyards,
flocks, herds, barns? What, go round the country, up
and down the highways, following the great Prophet
like those disciples, weary and worn, in robes dusty and
threadbare ?

Never !

He sorrowtully shakes bis head. Jesus, too, issorrow-
ful. How can the soul encambered with such beloved
but hindering wealth squeeze through the heavenly
gates ?

Peter is speaking. He is one of those who through
hunger and thirst, amid misunderstandings and perse-
cutions, travel up and down the highways, patiently
followiug Jesus. Peter would make a statement about
those who have thus forsaken all and followed him.

Then the voice of Jesus is lifted, and it pronounces
blessings upon faithful following. How they multiply—
Crown upon crown, is upon d
upon kingdom, life upon life, age upon age! The rills
of blessing from that central fount deepen, spread, till
they become a vast shoreless sea.

By Way of Illustration.

Children and the Kingdom. A little child who heard
that the blessed Christ whep on earth had not where to
lay his head, said, earnestly, ** O, I wish I had been
there, 1 would have given him my pillow."

Fhe Rich Young Man. The commandments and
doctrines are to the soul what the streets are which lead
to the house of a friend who has invited me to dinner.
They will lead me there. But if I remain in the streets
my hunger will never be satisfied. The law will lead
me to Christ, He alone is the livigg Bread.

* Put God first " is a good motto, The young man put
rlq!ms firstand lost all.  When the Washington steamrer
was burnt one of the passengers, on the first alarm of
fire, ran to his trunk and took from it a large @mount of

gold and sflver coin, and, loading his pockets, ran to the
deck and jumped overboard. Of course he went down
jmmediately. His treasure was his ruin.

Self-denial and the Kingdom. When Garibaldl
marshaled his troops for bis illustrious campaign a del-
egation of soldiers waited on him and asked bim what
pay he would promise.

“1 can promise nothing certain but exposure and
hardsbip, sickness, wounds, and death. But if we suc-
ceed I promise you & free country.”

They retired and sent him this answer:

* General, we are the men."

80 does our Commander promise for vs trials, but in
the end a ** better country.”

Not the amount we give, but the amount we sacrifice,
is the test. A rich man, when making his contribution,
said,

**I can’t give more than the widow’s mite; that was
commended, you know."

* (1" said his pastor, ** you need not give so much as
the widow's mite, She gave all that she had. You are
worth at least a kundred thousand dollars, and I do not
ask for more than half of it. When you have given all
you have given the widow’s mite."

Religion, in one sense, is a work of self-denial, just as
husbandry, in one sense, is a work of death, You go
and bury a seed, and that is husbandry ; but you bury
one that you may reap a hundred-fold.—Beecher.

The Teachers' Meeting.

Prepare background of the lesson [time, place, ete.]
with sufficient fullness to make its two suggestive inci-
dents vivid....Two brief word-pictures : the coming of
the infants and of the ruler....Thoroughly study the
phrases **kingdom of God,"” and *‘eternal life™....
Christ’s terms for entrance to this kingdom and this
life....In what regards Christians must be childlike:
1) Humble ; 2) Teachable : 3) Trustful ; 4) Affectionate :
5) Enthusiastic. [Get your class to suggest other such
characteristics.] ... Errors of the self-righteous: 1) That
obedience of the letter of the law is meritorious;
2) Thut any thing short of self-renunciation is accepta-
be to God....Additlonal practical teachings: 1) The
highest honor parents can bestow on their children is
to bring them to Jesus ; 2) Nothing that concerns us is
too small to receive the attention of Christ; 8) Christ
will have no one between needy souls and himself;
4) The Gospel alone honors and ennobles those who are
in the dawn of life.

References.

FREEMAN, Ver.15: Benedicticns on children, 680,

Ver. 25: The * needle's eye,” Gil.

Primary and Intermedinte,

LEssoN THovGHT. The Way Into the Kingdom,

The old device of picture-frames on the board may be
used in teaching this lesson. Cover them with paper,
removing the eovers only as they are needed. Let the
first bea circular frame. It will be easy to find a
picture of Jesus and the little children to pin to the
board inside the frame. Tell the story simply of the
mothers bringing their little ones to the Master, and the
result. Have children sing, **I ¢hink when I read,"
ete., or, ** What did our Lord and Saviour say 7"

See how many can recite the text, ** Suffer little chil-
dren,” ete., and spend a little time, if necessary, upon it,
making clear its sweet meaning and waking in the

young heerts a desire to come to Jesus.
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Now Jesus was anlng away from Perea, where he had
blessed the children. Some one came running after
him. Uncover the second frame. Tell children that they
must make this picture in their own minds. Here is a
straight mark to stand for Jesus, and others for the disci-
ples. Here comes a very rich young man, running fast.
He has almost lost his chance to see Jesus, What was
his business with Jesus? It was very important, Let
children imagine what it could be. Some one will prob-
ably say that he wanted to know how to get to heaven.
Yes, that was his business. Paraphrase the conversation
between them, and show what hindered the young man
from following Jesus. He was not willing to give
*all.” Help the children to apply the lesson. Some
child to-day wants to come to Jesus. If he comes he
must give all. The young ruler had a great deal of
money. The child thinks, ** I have no money to give.”
But the child has something more important. He must
give his will. If we follow Jesus we must do his way,
not ours. The young ruler could not do that. Many
children think they cannot. Give some illustrative inei”
dent.

Now the young man has gone
sadly away. Jesus and the dis-
ciples are alone. Uncover the
third frame. Make a mark in
the center. The disciples have

« heard all, and they wonder that

\v | Jesus asked the young man to

Y | give up all his riches. Here they

| come (make marks near Jesus),

gamennx eagerly around, to ask if the way into the
kingdom 1is not a very hard way !

Teach that it is not hard to the heart that loves and
obeys. But it is hard to those who want to have their
own way and seek their own pleasure,

Blackboard.

The way to the kingdom {8 a narrow way. You can-
not load yourself down with worldly goods until you
have no place for love and trust in Christ and expect to
pass through the narrow portals. You will have to lay
aside that great burden of selfish love of money and
leave it outside, for there is not room enough for both
you and it to pass through. That was what the young
man in the lesson of to-day refused to do. Little chil-
dren pass in because they carry in nothing but the faith
and loveof childhood.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

The children’s Friend.
No name so sweet,
80 near to the kingdom.

SUNDAY@CHOOL

BANNER.
The young Christian.
Must Jesus bear,

I love thy kingdom.
Father, lead thy.
Jesus loves me,

I think when L.
Jesus loves the.
Dear Jesus, hear.
Lead me, precious.
Growing up for.
Little buds of.

The Liesson Catechism.

1. What did Jesus say when his disciples forbade the
mothers to bring r children for his blessing? Of
wuch is the kingdo f God.

2. What did he say of those who would not receive
llw klnmhxm of God asa little child? GOLDEN TEXT,

pever, ete,

.'l. (nuu*rnlm{ what tlid tho young ruler inquire?
How to inherit eternal

4. In addition to Lm»plng the commandments what
did Jesus tell him to do? ®=ell all, give to the poor,
and follow him,

5. How did the young nmn {w-l ? He was very sor-
rowful, for he was very

6. What did Jesus say hN (nlln\\»w. who had left
dear possessions, should receive in this present time ?
Manifold more,

7. What in the world to come ? Life everlasting.

CATECHISM QUESTION,
9. What are the privileges of sonship?

They are—the liberty to call God Father, the inward
witness of being His children, and the title to the Chris-
tian inheritance.

—%ee—

Topics for the Young FPeople’s
Prayer-Meeting of the KEpworth
Lieague.

Aug. 3. Returning to the Father,
Isa. | ;3 Hos, 14,1, 2; Psa. 103, 8-10, 12;
2.13; llum 5. 1.

Aug. 10, Son, R mber. Luke 16, 25
2: Psa. 2. 7; 103,18; Eccles, 12.1 3
20.35; Gal. 2.10; 2 Tim. 2. 8,

Aug. 17. How Much Owest Thou?
Psa. 116, 12-14; 102, 2, 3
15: Rom. 5. 8.

Aug. 24. How to Pray. Luke 18, 1; Matt. 21,
Jas. 5. 165 Jer. 20. 13; John 4, 24; Heb, 4.16; Gen.
32, 26,

Aug. 31, The Compensations of Christ’'s Service,
Luke 18, 20, 30; Psa. 16, 11; 37, 4; 84, 11; Rom. 8, 16,
17; 2 Tim. 4. 8.

P
THOSE who do but fear know nabGod, for
“God is love.”—Fenelon.

Eph.

Deut. 8.
John 15, 20; Acts

Luke 17,18
Isa. 63. 71 Psa. 107, 1, 2; 107,

29+
23

WRITE it on your heart that every day is the

best day in the year. No man has learned
Inythmg rightly until he knows that every day
is doo y.—Emerson,

Iris not the bee’s touching on the flowers
that gathers honey, but her abiding for a time
upon them, and drawing out the sweet. It is
not he that reads most, but he that meditates
most on dlvin:’ truth, that will prove the

hoi wisest, str tian, —Bishop
Hall.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

Eduustion

HORSFORD"S ACID PHOSPHATE.

Prepared according to the directions of Prof. E. N. HORSFORD.

Every fibre of the human body cont

sound bodily health.

ains the phosphates.

elements of every tissue, and are essential to the maintenance and promotion of

They are the vital

These phosphates are consumed with every effort, and if the waste is not sup-

plied exhaustion will follow.
Horsford’s Acid Phosphate supplies

these phosphates, and thereby relieves

exhaustion and increases the capacity for labor.

Dr. A. N. Krout, Van Wert, O., says:

“ Decidedly beneficial in nervous exhaustion.”
Descriptive pamphlet free on application to

Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. L.
BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

CAUTION,Be sure the word *Horsford's” is printed on the label. All others are spurions
8.y

NEVER SOLD IN BULK.

NEW BOOKS.

BEYOND THE GATES.

By ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS.
Price 50 cents.

BURGLARS v PARADISE.

By ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS.
Price 50 cents.

ANECDOTES OF THE CLERGY.

The Antiquities, Humors and Eccentricities of
“The Cloth.”

By JACOB LARWOOD.
Price 70 cents.

AN OLD MAID'S PARADISE.

By ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS.
Price 50 cents.

JACK THE FISHERMAN.

By ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS.
Price 50 cents.

WITCH WINNIE.

A Story of “A King's Daughter.”
By ELIZABETH CHAMPNEY.

Beautifully Illustrated. Price $1.00. Cloth
extra.

«The King’s Daughters” is an immense
organization in the United States, whose opera-
tions are here illustrated by one of the most
popular of American story writers.

« American school girls—if this story of their
life be as true as it is charming—must indeed
have & good time."—Academy.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in thi
‘advertiser, by siating that you W the advertisement in THE 8!

nuaur.:nuuum

s Magasine, you will oblige the
UNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.



ADVERTISEMENTS.

ALL CLORIOUS WITHIN.

By “A Daughter of the King.”
J. M. BINGHAM. Price 80 centa.

THE CREATEST THING IN THE
WORLD.
By PROF. DRUMMOND.
Price 35 cents.

SPARE MINUTE SERIES.

Anthologies of writers abounding in epig
matic wisdom and quotable passages. They
are made to fill the spare minutes of studious
readers greedy of time; and for thousands of
reading people whose scheme of life does not
admit the works of such writers in course.

Art of Living, The. From Samuel Smiles.
With introduction by Rev. A. P. Peabody.

Cheerful Words. From George Macdonald.
With introduction by James T. Fields.

Wellvring: of Wisdom. From Frederick
W. Robertson. Edited, with introduction
by Rose Porter.

Faith and Action. From F. D. Maurice,
With introduction by Phillips Brooks.
Livi:‘lg Truths. From Charles Kingsley.

ith introduction by W. D. Howells.

Mln‘%, Colored Threads. From Goethe.

ith introduction by Rev. Alexander
McKenzie.

Might of Right, The. From Wm. E. Glad-
stone.  With introduction by John D.
Long. *

Right to the Point. From Theodore L. Cuyler.
With introduction by Rev. Newman Hall,
LL.D.

Thoughts of Beauty and Words of Wisdom.
From John Ruskin. With introduction by
Rose Porter.

Thoughts that Breathe. From Dean Stanley.
With introduction by Phillips Brooks.
Treasure Thoughts. From Canon Farrar.

With introduction by Rose Porter.

True Manliness. From Thomas Hughes.
With introduction by James Russell
Lowell.

$1.00 EACH, POST PAID.

MUSIC BOOKS.

REVIVAL HYMNS.

By Rev. J. McD. Kerr. Compiled specially
for Revival use. 1t is a Choice
Selection.

25, in manilla; $2.50 per dozen. 35c. in cloth
limp ; $3.60 per dozen.

APPLES OF GOLD.

Tag Best Sunpay-scHooL Sone Boox
PUBLISHED.

35¢. each ; $3.60 per dozen.

THE NEW CANADIAN HYMNAL.
“OUR OWN BOOK.”
Masic, 50c. each, Post paid; $5.00 per dozen,

not prepaid. Words only, 12¢. each,
$1.20 per dozen, or $9.00 per 100.

EVANGEL OF SONG.
By J. H. Hathaway. For Evangelists, Social
Meetings, Choir and Home.

JUST PUBLISHED. Price 25c,

CHRISTIAN LIFE SONGS.

By S. W. Straub. For Sunday-school, Praise
and Prayer Meeting, Congregational
Singing, Christian Endeavor
Meetings, Choir and
Home.

Single copies, 35 cents.

HUMBOLDT LIBRARY.

Popular Science Works.
At 15 cents each.
& Send for a Complete List.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

0. W. COATES, MONTREAL, QUE.

8, F. HUESTIS, Haurrax, N.8,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

Just Off Our Press.|
Waldo. By N. D. Bagwell. Cloth..... $1 00 ‘
The Soul Winner's Daily Record. For

the use of Ministers, Evangelists and
Christian Workers. By Rev. J. E. ‘

The Marching Orders and The Watch- ‘
word. Addressesto Soldiers of Christ.
By Rev. C. 8. Goodman............ 015 ‘

Regeneration. Its Nature, Conditions \
and Concomitants, including a Bold \
Examination of the Doctrines of
Justification, Sanctification, the Double
Work, Original Sin, Adoption, Divine l
Guidance, ete. By Rev. T. L. Wilkin-

Entire Consecration. By Rev. R. C.
BEORBOR + s sss covansioninsmonenbnsies 025

Post-PAID AT PRICES ATTACHED,

NATURAL LAW IN THE SPIRITUAL
WORLD.
By HENRY DRUMMOND.

Price $1.00.

NYASSALAND.
Travel Sketches in
Our New Protectorate.

By HENRY DRUMMOND.
Price 35 cents.

Desirable Books.

| Works by REV. ANDREW MURRAY.

Holyin Christ............... $o 75
The Spirit of Christ.......... 075
With Christ in the School of
Prayer .......ccoocveieens 075
Lilkeo Christ... .. coon0vcaenes 075
The Children for Christ ...... 100

Heart Thoughts............. 0 50
Heart Life .................. 0 50
Heart Culture ............... 0 50
Newly Enlisted .......... .. 0 50

PosT-PAID AT PRICES ATTACHED,

Christian Baptism.

Illustrated and Greatly Simplified by means
of a number of

Ingenious Charts and Diagrams.

The researches of years are thus placed
within the easy grasp of all with great clear-

ness and precision.
A Remarkably Unique Arrangement.
By REV. T. L. WILKINSON.

Paper Covers. - - = Price 40 cents net.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Westey Buildings, Toronto.

8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.8.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE.
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A complete line of Epworth League recommended readings in the different courses now in
stock, and will be shipped promptly as ordered. Epworth League badges and ribbons ordered
and will soon be in stock.

Young People’s Prayer-meeting Topics from January to July, ready ; 25 cents per hundred.
Epworth Leaflets, Nos. 1, 2, 3, ready ; 5 cents per dozen. Samples free.
For goods, write
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Mernopist PusLisuine Housk, ToroNTO,
\ For sample Epworth Leaflets, write
W. H. WITHROW,
WesLey BuiLpings, ToronTO.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON HELPS.
PRERI

Schools not now taking our Lesson Helps—S. S. Banner, Pleasant Hours, Home and School,
Berean Leaves, etc.—and unable to pay for them wholly or in part, will receive grants of these
helps PREE for three months, or longer if necessary, as funds of the Sunday-school Aid and
Extension Society wil Jafford.

Schools able to pay cnly part of cost of these Lesson Helps will receive free grants propor-
tionate to their needs.

Write for forms of application to

REV. W. H. WITHROW,
SECRETARY 8. S, BoARD,

THE LATEST AND THE BEST.

JUST PUBLISEHIHD!
( Canadian Edition. )

WINNOWED + SONGS

FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
By IRA D. SANKEY.

One of the largest and most useful collections of NEW and SELECTED songs for SUNDAY
SCHOOLS ever published in a single volume.

224 pages. 35 cents per copy in any quantity ; single copies for examination, by mail on
receipt of price.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto,

C. W, COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Hauirax, N.8,
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TEACHERS' BIBLES

REMARKABLY CHHAP.

These Bibles contain all the Helps usually found in a Teacher's Bible, including Concor-
dance, Subject Index, Dictionary of Proper Names, Maps, etc.

OXFORD BIBLE, No. 051 yd. (with leaf index), Pearl, 16mo., French morocco, / .
1

yupped, 8ize BY X 4h. ocovecrarnarsriiiearesnrnsrresnasensssttsre it 50
BAGSTER BIBLE, No. 609, Ruby type, French morocco, yapped, size 6§ x 43..... 220
COLLINS BIBLE, No. 463 (with leaf index), Ruby, 16mo., size 6 x 4 ........... 2 00

OXFORD BIBLE, No. a041 yd., Ruby type, Persian morocco, India paper, size 63 x43 3 00

Name in Gold Letters if desired (included in above prices).

EVERYBODY SHOULD. HAVE

THE

ENTIRELY NEW EDITION

CHAMBERS'S ENCYCLOPZDIA

A DICTIONARY OF UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE
WIt..

MAPS AND WOOD BENGRAVINGS
*  IN 10 VOLS., IMPERIAL 8VO.

Price—Cloth, $3 Each ; Half-morocco, $4.50 Each.

VOLUMES 1., Ii,, IIl. AND IV. ARE NOW READY.
VOL. V., READY IN MAY.

WILLIAM BRIGES, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

0. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. I'. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.8.
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A Vexed Inherltance‘Bound Aﬂﬂﬂals

By ANNIE S. SWAN.

CLOTH, - = 75 CENTS.

SPECIAL EDITION

OF

Sacred Songs and Solos!

750 PIECES.
FOR THE ORGAN.

Large 4to, Cloth. Price $2.25.

Frances Ridley Havergal's
Works.

Kept for the Master's Use.
My King.
Royal Commandments.
Royal Bounty.
The Royal Invitation.
Loyal Responses.
Starlight Through. the Shadows.
Ivy Leaves.
The Ministry of Song.
Under His Shadow.
Under the Surface.
35 Cents Eacm, Posr-Pam, Crorn Bounp.

£

1889,

Ar GreEATLY REDUCED PRICES.

GOOD READING FOR ALL TIMES.

Price Red’ to
Cottager and Artisan, - $o 45 $o 30
Infants’ Magazine, boards, - 040 025
by L cloth, - 060 o040
" L cloth, gilt, 075 050
Family Friend, boards, - 040 025
Friendly Visitor, *“ - - 040 025
Little Folks, “ . . 0%75 050
i “ cloth, - = 15 100
Chatterbox, - - - 15 100
Good Words, L 175 I 40
Girl's Own Annual, cloth, g|lt, 200 150
POST-PAID.

JUST PUBLISHED!!

BY CANOE AND DOG TRAIN

AMONG THE

CREE AND SALTEAUX INDIANS,

BY

REV.EGERTON RYERSON YOUNG,

Missionary.

Price $1.00 Post-Pap.

WILLIAM BRIGES, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

C W. COATES, MONTREAL, QUE.

8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.S.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
LESSON HELPS.

Peloubet’s Select Notes.........cco0tt $1 25
- Question Books, (Three
GO+ 5505 s5nnn vimnasmais each 0 20

Vincent's Select Notes ........... ves 398
Lo Question Books, (Three
Grades)....coveescrsnsnercnns each 0 20

Monday Club Sermons on the S. S.
Lessons....oooneees sosonssesses 125

Dr. Pentecost's Commentary on the
S.S. Lessons. Cloth............ 100

COMMENTARIES ON

“LUKE=
The S. S. Lessons for 1890 being
in that Book.

Studies in Luke's Gospel. By Chas.

8. Robinson, D.D. ... eoecieaneins $0 75
Commentary for Schools on Luke. By

K. H. Plumptre, D.D.............. 125
Whedon's Commentary on Luke and

Joho cioeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiines 150

The Biblical Museum, Vol. II., Luke

25
Godet's Commentary on Luke. 572pp. 3 25
Barnes on Luke and John. .. ....... 0 90

g
o
—
o
=
=
—

AIDS TO THE STUDY OF THE
S. S. LESSONS.

The Life of Christ. Rev. J. L. Hurl-

The Lifeof Christ. James Stalker.... 0 60
The Life of Christ. Geikie.......... 0 90

The Life of Christ. By Farrar. Paper

50 cents, Cloth........cco000000te 12
The Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven
on Luke. By F. D. Maurice...... 200

The Bible Text Cyclopedia. Being
a complete classification of Scrip-
ture Texts, subjects alphabetically
arranged. By J. Inglis............ 150

CHRISTIAN

ENDEAVOR SOCIETY BOOKS

Young People’s Prayer Meetings. By

Rev. . B.Clark, cooovecopsasvins $0°¢5
Children and the Church. By Rev.F. ¥

B0 MR c0n s wissiainis v eyoh AR 07b
Covenant Reminder. By Eldridge Mix,

DD, - vicsmnisinsaaneaianivenss 0 20
Secretary’'s Membership Record ..... 1 50
Secretary’s Roll-call Book............ 035
Hymns of Christian Endeavor........ 020

The Golden Rule. (Club Rates §1.00). 2 00

Attractive Truths in Lesson Study.
By Mrs. A. M. Scadder ........... 125

LEAFLETS.
Model Constitution.
OB &« connaonsnavimsesion. Sam $2 00

V. P.S. C. E. What is it, and How it
Works? By Rev. F. E. Clark.... 200

Short History of the Christian Endea-

vor Movement. ...........ooeuees 2 00
The Work of the Committee......... 3"
Beginnings of a Y. P. S.C. E. By

S. W, Adriance ......oo0veienenen 200
Prayer Meeting, Hints and Sugges-

HOBB. o oovvoroinnsssenin v sswrs 2 00

Why You Should Become an Active
Member. By Rev F. E. Clark.... 100

Take the Next Step........cocovevnne 100
Single coples of the above at appropriate rates

WILLIAM BRIGES, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

C. We COATES, MONTREAL, QuE.

S. F HUESTIS, Haurax, N.8&
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LIVER
COMPLAINT

B. B. B. regulates the Bowels,
cleanses the Blood, arouses
UlcLi\'(‘l’!()Il.:-‘lrullur:ll'nl\n,
and cures Biliousness and
Sick Headache.

D l OWDER
. PUREST, STRONGEST, BEST
CONTAINS NO
A ia, Lime, Phosphat

0 OR ANY INJURIOUS GUBSTANCE.

E.W. GILLETT, ™" ftkeo, ne.

0 MANUFACTURER OF

THE CELEBRATED ROYAL YEAST CAKE?
7

: S

v OUR NEW MUSIC BOOK

0 HAPPY GREETINGS

I8 NOW READY.

0 This book is a Bunday-school book, and is
amply supplied 'with music for the year round;
some! for every , and ‘enough of it

0 to0 last for several years.

) Price 86 Cents Each 930 Per Hundred.

- o3, g, Soeyde By Oov el =

ASA HULL, Publisher,
160 Nagsau Street, New York

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
TORONTO, ONT.

ADVERTISEMENTS,

ON 40 PAYS’ TRIAL
THE GREAT SPIRAL TRUSS

= G The Pad is different from all others. It closes

be allowed three ex
0 days. There
3 n received
found more ex:
ost durable, and
or {llustrated book. =
1 King St. W., Teronto,

or returne
pensive than th
cheap Truss. Kent hy mall
OHAS. CLUTHF. Surgical M

)
mi

lachiv

gINCINNATI BELLFQUNDRY Go

BELLS T0 THE

8,
No Duty on Church Bells. 3y

cSHANE BELL FOUNDRY.
q’!ne-t 5}ruka otngeqp-Y
Chimes & Peals for Churches, »
Colleges, Tower Clocks, ete. m
Fully warranted; satisfaction
guaranteed. Send for price
and catalogue,
HENRY McSHANE & CO.,
BaLTIMORE, Md., U.B.
Mentiou this paper.

SEND % CENTS

And we will send, Post-paid, a packet contain-

ing Twelve beautiful

SUNDAY SCHOOL CARDS

With Scripture Words and Choice Hymns; or,

SEND 50 CENTS

And we will send, Post-paid, Twelve Packets,

Assorted, or 144 Cards

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

10y MernopisT Book Room, TORONTO.
In ordering goods, or in making inquiry mnwmmuuumduau Magasine, mnuluwﬂl
publisher, asweil as the ‘advertiser, by statina that 1 o sar0 the adve: in Tax BawooL




BALDNESS.

If you are troubled with a diseased scalp,
if your hair is falling out, if it is weak
and thin, or if you have become bald,
your hair may be restored to its original
healthful condition and color by the use
of Halls Hair Renewer. This efficient
remedy combines the most desirable qual-
ilies of the best preparations for the
buir, without the use of any objection-
able ingredient. Mrs. Hunsberry, 344
Franklin ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., after a
severe attack of erysipelas in the head, lost
her hair so rapidly that she soon became
quite bald. One bottle of Hall’s Hair Re-
newer produced a new growth, as soft,
brown, and thick, as in youth.

HALL’S

GRAY HAIRS

are honorable, when they are associated
with advanced age, but to be prematurely
gray is unpleasant, to say the least., If
you cannot renew your youth, you may, at
least, attain the appearance of it, by the
use of Hall's Hair Renewer. Randolph
W. Farley, Nashua, N. IL., quite a young
man, whose hair had become gray, like
that of a very aged person, applied Hall’s
Hair Renewer, and now his locks are a
beautiful brown, as ip vouth, He says:
«The effects, in my cas._from the use of
Hall’s Hair Renewer are truly marvelous.”
Mrs. E. Elliott, Glenville, W. Va., says:
«QOne bottle of Hall’s Hair Renewer re-

stored my hair to its youthful color.”

VECETABLE
SICILIAN

Hair Renewer

is not a dye, nor does it contain any coloring matter whatever.

1t restores the hair to

its original color by exciting the scalp to a natural, healthful action, and is, also, an

efficient remedy in cases of scalp disease.
writes: “ Having, by accident, seen Hall’

‘Walter Burnham, M.D., Lowell, Mass.,

3 Vegetable Sicilian Hair Renewer used for

restoring the hair, where inveterate eruptions had resisted various kinds of treatment,
I found that not only was the hair restored to its natural beauty, but also the disease

of the scalp was completely cured. I have since recommended the Renewer,

fre-

quently, in similar cases, and always with the same success.”

The beauty and vigor of the hair is casily
maintained by the use of Hall’s Hair Re-
pewer. Mrs, Susan H. Scott, Stoddard,
N. H., writes: **The Renewer will cer-
tainly restore gray hair to its original
color. I have used it ten years, and it has
given perfect satisfaction. It keeps my
hair in splendid condition.” Mrs. E. M.
Rittenhouse, Humboldt, Kansas, writes:
«1 have used Hall's Hair Renewer for
years. It keeps the scalp clean and
healthy, the hair dark and glossy, and pro-
duces a new and vigorous growth.”

J. B. Duncan, Laredo, Texas, writes:
«For a number of years my hair had been
growing thinner, until at last I became
quite bald. The use of two bottles of
Hall's Vegetable Sicilian Hair Renewer
has restored to my head a fine, healthy
growth of hair” H. Errickson, 4 Chest-
nut st., Charlestown, Mass., writes:
«When I commenced the use of Hall's
Hair Renewer, the top of my head was
perfectly bare. Tam now using my fourth
bottle, and my head is covered with a nice
growth of new hair.”

Hall's Hair Renewer,

PREPARED BY
R. P. HALL & CO., Nashua, N. H,, U. 8. A.
For Sale by all Druggists.




